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Among the many cuts made by Cleveland
Heights City Council to balance the budget were the landscaping, plantings and
flower baskets that add to the quality of
life in Cleveland Heights. This year we
won’t see the baskets of flowers gracing
the gateway to Cleveland Heights on
Cedar Glen or plantings on the medians
on our boulevards, among other touches
of beauty around the city that we have
grown accustomed to.
For several neighbors on Fairmount
Boulevard, these cuts meant they needed
to take action themselves. Ruth Anna
and David Carlson live across the street
from Dianne Hunt in condos in the
Cedar-Fairmount area. They share a view
of the end of the boulevard median, and
that view needed sprucing up. “We decided to do something about it,” said Ruth
Anna Carlson. “If the city couldn’t do it,
we thought maybe we could.”
The Carlsons and Hunt contacted
Alex Mannarino, director of public works
for the city, and told him they wanted to
landscape the median at the base of the
Historic Fairmount District sign, and that
they wished to do so at their own expense.
“We were happy that the city agreed to let
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Severance is more
than big boxes
Vince Reddy

Sarah Wean

The many commercial districts in
Cleveland Heights and University
Heights define our communities. They
are notable for their numbers – upwards
of twenty, depending on how you count
them – as well as their variety. Some are
large and extensive in their offerings;
others are small and specialized.
Many of the districts can claim
moderately good pedestrian access and
circulation. In some, bicycle access is
improving, and public transportation,
while not comparable to that found in
Ohio City or Lakewood, is viable.
Severance Town Center is one of
our two large and imperfect big-box
commercial districts (the other is
Cedar Center). They don’t always get
the consideration they deserve. Unlike
our iconic streetcar-era commercial
districts, they are rarely thought of as

The Courtyards of Severance is a Coral Company
development of new homes.

distinguishing assets. They are, however,
important economically. Arguably improving over time, they are interesting
and unusual examples of their genre.
Severance Town Center opened in
the early 1960s on a 160-acre site that
had been an estate. Once cleared of
trees and habitat, the site provided a
clean slate for massive development.
Were it to be developed today, Severance would doubtless be different, but
its layout was consistent with the thinking of the time.
Severance is a town center in more
than name. Besides Cleveland Heights’
city hall, which relocated from the
Mayfield Superior commercial district
in the mid-1980s, Severance is home to
medical facilities, restaurants, ownerand renter-occupied housing (in 2000
its population was 553), a Dave’s Market,
chain retail outlets, the post office,
banks, a gym, a multi-screen cinema,
and, unknown to almost everyone, a
small public park.
Though not the city’s architectural
high point, Severance is remarkable
among Greater Cleveland commercial
districts in that it holds not a single example of the region’s relentless Western
Reserve architecture: not one cupola or
clock tower is found within.
continued on page 5

us plant on city owned land,” said Carlson.
“They were very cooperative.”
According to Carlson, Mannarino
sent several city workers to the site to turn
over the grass and dump a load of fresh
topsoil. “Alex and his workers were great,”
Carlson said. “They even said they would
put down mulch when we were done.”
The Carlsons and Hunt plan to
arrange a watering detail among their
neighbors. “A tremendous amount of the
city’s landscaping budget went to daily
watering, so we’ll have to do that ourselves

also,” Carlson said. “This is really a small
first step,” said Hunt. “Since there is so
much more to do, we plan to appeal to
local garden clubs that are a part of the
Federated Garden Clubs. This parent
organization has as a part of its mission
a commitment to civic beautification.
Hopefully we can secure funding to
continue this kind of work.” Groups or
individuals wishing to make similar beautification improvements should contact
the city for approval.
Hugh Fisher is a Cedar-Fairmount resident.

Hugh Fisher
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From left to right, Dianne Hunt, Ruth Anna Carlson, and David Carlson take matters into their own hands
to add plantings to the Fairmount median.

CH Mayor has best part-time job
Mark Majewski

Mayors and councilpersons perform
some pleasant chores like cutting ribbons at grand openings and riding in
parades. Much more time, however,
is spent in meetings, working to balance budgets, addressing complex legal
questions and responding to resident
concerns. In difficult times, balancing
budgets may require cancelling the fun
stuff like parades.
In most communities, council positions are part-time jobs with only modest “salaries.” Given the hard work and
challenges, why do people campaign for
election and serve in these positions?
A conversation with Mayor Edward
J. Kelly of Cleveland Heights provided
some insights into the motivations of at
least one mayor/councilperson.
“It’s the best part-time job anybody
could have,” said Kelley. “The job is very
challenging, but also very rewarding. I
have lived here my entire life and I have
wanted to do this since I was about 20
years old. I feel that I am a problemsolver.”
This is Kelley’s fifteenth year on
council and his eleventh as mayor and
president of council. He shares credit
with his fellow council persons for listening to residents, ensuring that people get
a response when they contact city hall,
maintaining and enriching diversity, and
promoting economic development.
Kelley did not hold public office
before running for city council in 1993

Courtesy city of Cleveland Heights

in this issue

Mayor Ed Kelley

when ten people competed for four
seats. There is much less competition
for the seats today. Asked why, Kelley
said he hopes that people are “happy
with municipal services and the incumbents. They may also recognize the
substantial time commitment required
to serve.”
According to Kelley, a person running for council needs first to have a real
love for the city. It helps to have some
understanding of the workings of city
hall. Cleveland Heights City Council
encourages residents to apply to serve
on one of the various boards and commissions in order to get to know their
local government before running for
office.
Council meets ever y Monday
night. Council persons also participate
in committee meetings, special public
meetings and special events. Kelley
estimates that his role as a part-time
Mayor requires 20-30 hours per week.
Cleveland Heights is a “councilcontinued on page 4
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Hello, Heights Observer!

As a westside to eastside convert, I
have never regretted making that taboo
change and enjoy raising my family in
this wonderful community.
Regarding the development of Top
of the Hill, I have to commend the city
on its efforts to gather opinions and
ideas from the community, as Heights
residents see this space as the “welcome” to our unique oasis. Surrounded
by green space, this area should be a
gathering place, after a meal at Nighttown or a place for a grandfather to reflect and share a story with a grandchild,
at all times of the year.
This is a perfect opportunity to
add a tasteful, reflective, iconic centerpiece for welcoming home residents
and welcoming visitors. I suggest an
all weather illuminated water feature,
reflective of our traditional architecture,
which would compliment this project,
provide a smile as we leave, and welcome
us home as we ascend the hill. For an
example, I offer the Butler Ice Fountain,
an integral part of the campus of Buffalo
State. The fountain is the masterwork
of Carl Nesjar, a world-renowned artist
and collaborator with Pablo Picasso.
As you can see, this all weather
fountain was designed to be a year round
focal point, as beautiful in the winter
as it is in the summer. This should not
be an afterthought or a budget leftover
item but an essential component of

I just picked up a copy of your inaugural
edition. I hope your citizen newspaper
prospers!
I have been a Cleveland Heights
resident since 1973. I live 100 yards away
from Cain Park. I love Cleveland Heights
and think it’s a marvelous place to live.
Here’s the thing: My neighborhood
has been decimated by home foreclosures. About 40% of the houses on my
street have For Sale signs and, because of
thefts, boarded up windows. The street is
starting to look like something from the
depths of inner city Detroit or St. Louis.
Visitors going to Cain Park over the
summer to see musical and theatrical
productions or attend the Cain Park Art
Festival will walk down my street past
For Sale signs and boarded up homes.
This will damage our image as a progressive, nice-place-to-live-in inner suburb.
A recent call to the Cleveland
Heights Housing Department informed
me that the city cannot or will not do
anything about the boarded up windows
and doors. This is a sign of the demise of
my once proud Cleveland Heights. We
are losing the charm we once had. Soon,
because of budget cutbacks, we will no
longer be able to maintain our parks.
Already our main streets are a shambles
of un-repaired potholes.
It’s hard when something you love
dies before your very eyes.

Michael Reiss

Steve Warner
Note: Letters to the editor should be 200 words
or less. Send letters to futureheights.org.

Startup funding for the
Heights Observer
provided by
The Cyrus Eaton
Foundation
The Katherine & Lee
Chilcote Foundation
The Dominion
Foundation
Thank you for
your generous
support of this citizen
journalism project!

Please recycle
this
publication.
Pass it on!

the project. With a lot of history to
draw upon for its form (City of Trees
or the Severance Fountain), it would be
uniquely ours and appropriately scaled
to make a statement but avoid even the
slightest suggestion that we are trying
to create a Bellagio-like light show.
I hope this provides additional
inspiration to make the development
of Top of the Hill another successful
and forward looking Cleveland Heights
benchmark.
Michael Reiss and family enjoy living in
Cleveland Heights and direct you to
www.buffalostate.edu/library/archives/
butler.html to learn more about the history
of the artist and the ice fountain; and www.
clevelandheights.com/whatsnew.asp?id=433
for Top of the Hill information.

Courtesy Buffalo State College
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Fountain beautifies all seasons

E. H. Butler Library Ice Fountain on the campus of
Buffalo State College.

Chemical-free gardening?
Not if the city opposes it
Chaya Tabak

Ah, the warm breezes, fragrant lilacs,
blooming crabapples. At this season, we
eye our garden plots and vegetable beds
and plan for a crop. While I gaze admiringly at some of my neighbors’ gardens,
I heave a sigh of despair over my front
yard. We have trimmed and tamed the
bushes, yet the ground is rather weedridden. A lawn it is not, and though I
enjoy its feathered and furry visitors, I
cringe with embarrassment at the bare
spots and weeds.
Long ago, I concluded that digging
out the weeds would be a thankless, endless task. However, I really did not want to
use chemical herbicides to get rid of all the
growth, and sought a better method. Research suggested the following: smother the
growth with material that blocks sun and air,
such as black garbage bags, then place layers of wet newspaper, peat moss, compost,
mulch, and topsoil on the ground. I borrowed several tarpaulins from a supportive
friend, and, after mowing the herbage, set
out to smother what was left.
Just as hormone-free cattle take
longer to grow, but are probably healthier
for us, getting rid of weeds without using
herbicides takes time and patience. Over
the course of the summer, the weeds
slowly turned white under the tarps and
began to shrivel. The next summer, I be-

gan the task of laying out newspaper and
soil amendments, section by section. In
the meantime, filial piety beckoned: a trip
overseas to visit my elderly father. When I
returned after several weeks, I was able to
continue for a brief time before a return
to the classroom comanded my attention.
Then autumn set in.
In March of 2007, the city of Cleveland Heights sent a notice instructing
me to get rid of material stored on my
property such as the tarps and boxes. I
scheduled an appointment with an inspector so that I could explain the purpose
of the items. During our meeting, the
inspector nodded, mumbled “uh-huh,”
looked around, and told me that a neighbor had complained. I told the inspector
that a week – the allotted deadline–would
not be nearly enough time to complete
my project as there was still the potential
for snow. His response: To ask again what
I was doing and give me an end-of-themonth deadline. Reluctantly, I removed
the tarps, and moved the boxes (of soil
and mulch) behind bushes. Predictably
enough, the weather did turn cold and, as
many of you may remember, we had that
freak of continual snowfall for several days
in April.
Unfortunately, because I had to remove the items prematurely, the site has
gone back to square one: weedy and ugly.
We cannot afford to have a landscaping

company fix it up, so I now have to choose
among three options: Place the tarps back
and risk the ire of the municipality, simply
cut the growth every few weeks and never
expect to beautify it, or use herbicides.
We ought not try to recreate English
country gardens of the eighteenth century; we ought to be promoting the use of
native plants and of sustainable gardening
methods. Given the opportunity to improve my small lot, I could have provided
such an example to my puzzled neighbors.
In a time when society is becoming more
conscious of the need to reduce the poisoning of our environment, it behooves
the city – and the community – to recognize the value of alternative methods of
controlling unwanted plant growth.
Chaya Tabak is a local high school biology
teacher who volunteers during the summer at
the Cleveland Botanical Garden and is dreaming of having her own garden.

Tonya Gibson
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Boarded up homes
damage image
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Cluniversityland Heights
Tobias Rittner

Cooperation, collaboration, regionalism
and partnerships are at the top of every
community’s “to do” list these days. Far
too often, however, communities fail
in these efforts. In Cleveland Heights
(CH) and University Heights (UH),
some of these activities may actually
happen as city leaders and citizens begin
to discuss the very real potential for a
CH/UH merger. So what does it take
to merge and why would our two cities
entertain such a notion?
Merging governmental jurisdictions
is not uncommon. Over the past two
decades numerous communities have
successfully merged services and political jurisdictions. The City and County
of Denver, CO, Lexington-Fayette
Urban County Government, KY, the
City and Borough of Juneau, AK, the
Louisville - Jefferson County Metro
Government, the City of Indianapolis
and Marion County, IN, and the City
and County of San Francisco, CA are
just a few examples of proactive consolidation efforts.
So maybe CH and UH are not at the
level of these larger consolidations, but
these success stories beg the question as
to why our two communities have not
yet explored this option.
A merger in Ohio can be an arduous process with feasibility studies,
community negotiations, voter referendums and state approval roadblocks to
name just a few of the challenges that

with a merger, both cities could save
money by combining fire, police and city
service departments. The elimination of
duplicative city agencies and executive
branches would also afford both communities savings. CH and UH already
partner together on schools and some
purchasing elements. A merger would
potentially strengthen these existing
relationships.
The two cities have a number of
commonalities, including high real estate taxes and an aging infrastructure.
Both communities rely on the other for
shopping, dining, services and amenities. You could say that CH and UH are
a perfect match.

would need to be addressed. The most
significant step, aside from having the
people who actually live in these two
communities approve the move, would
be conducting a feasibility study to determine if a merger would benefit the
two communities.
Clearly there is strength in numbers and a merger would significantly
raise the population and profile of the
new CH/UH community in Northeast
Ohio. Two smaller towns combining
to become one mid-sized community
would alter the balance of power on
the eastside of Cleveland. CH and its
50,000 residents combined with UH
and its 14,000 citizens would establish
a diverse first ring suburb with a variety
of housing and neighborhood choices.
A community 64,000 strong would also
lead to a greater share of federal resources, including the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development’s
Community Development Block Grant
program funding.
CH and UH are both unique
economies that have strengths in different areas. CH has vibrant, walkable
community centers that provide dining,
nightlight and services. CH lacks strong
office and retail centers and significant
development opportunities. UH, with
its larger retail corridors, access to the
Eastern suburbs and prime real estate
development opportunities brings a
different economy that could benefit
from CH’s strengths.
It is also important to point out that

So what is stopping the merger?
There are a lot of obstacles, aside from
the obvious legal and approval issues,
which have kept merger talks at bay.
Both CH and UH leaders are hesitant to
make the first move, fearing pushback
and controversy.
There are other issues impeding
a merger, including community sentiment. What would this new community

be called? This is a common question
when merger discussions take place and
many fear that UH, the smaller of the
two cities, many lose its identity. This is
not an easy question to answer. Options
include adopting the current Cleveland
Heights, combining the names or creating a new name all together. CH is a
community of neighborhoods and the
UH community would fit nicely into
this structure. UH’s unique location
and relationship with John Carroll
University would make it a unique, new
“neighborhood” of Cleveland Heights.
CH and UH are probably years
away from a true merger. But, given the
current economic conditions of first
ring suburbs and the desperate need for
both communities to curb spending and
increase tax revenue, a merger of services over time is a very likely outcome
in the near term. Down the road, a full
merger would seem to make sense.
Toby Rittner lives on Coleridge Road and is
an active community volunteer.
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Cable choice creates eyesore
Hugh Fisher

Hugh Fisher

Look around and you’ll see them
sprouting up on area tree lawns. Unlike the odd mushroom though, these
are pretty obvious. They are about
the size of a refrigerator and actually
sound like one, purring quietly. But
don’t expect the city to pick them up
on garbage day.
Until last year, cities negotiated
cable franchise agreements directly
with providers. In exchange for service,
cable companies provided community
access channels, offered senior rates
and addressed customer complaints.
Time Warner Cable exclusively serviced Cleveland Heights and University
Heights. Last year, Governor Strickland

signed Senate Bill 117, which deregulated
the cable TV industry in Ohio and enabled cable providers to obtain a single,
statewide franchise. Both Time Warner
and AT&T are now able to provide
service throughout Ohio, including the
Heights.
Which brings us back to the refrigerators on our tree lawns: They are
“node cabinets” for AT&T’s U-verseSM
product, which combines telephone,
television, and internet services. AT&T’s
fiber-optics and the copper phone line
from your house meet up in the node
cabinet. Each cabinet can service 200
to 300 homes.
On its face, more choice seems a
good thing for consumers. But parking
large cabinets in front of homes seems

AT&T cabinet in front of Silsby Road residence.

like a spoiler. It turns out that tree lawns
are actually a right-of-way, and utilities
have the right to use them.
Carl Czaga, manager of capital projects for the city of Cleveland Heights,
says the city has been able to influence
the locations of some boxes, but has
limited authority. “We can’t flat out deny
their installing a cabinet,” said Czaga.
“We have been successful in tweaking
locations in some cases, making suggestions about visibility, and they have been
cooperative with us.” Czaga reports that
AT&T has in some instances secured
easements from property owners, enabling them to place their cabinets on
private property and off the right-of-way.
Although Czaga says Cleveland Heights’
right-of way ordinance regulates cabinet
placement, a perusal of the ordinance
did not reveal any provisions regulating
their visual impact.
“They are ugly monsters upon the
landscape,” says University Heights
Mayor Beryl Rothschild. “I insisted on
looking at where they wanted to put
them and making suggestions. These
are big utilities with a lot of clout. They
don’t care unless you challenge them.”
Traffic control boxes are located on
rights-of-way at intersections. They are
smaller, painted gray or black, and blend
into the background. AT&T’s tan cabinets, with neon-orange street designations, do not blend in. AT&T spokesman
Bob Beasley, says that the cabinets “are
designed to blend in to local aesthetics
and meet local ordinances.” Clearly, aes-

thetics is in the eye of the beholder.
Czaga indicated that city officials
had asked AT&T to paint the cabinets
black for aesthetic reasons. AT&T
refused to do so, citing concerns over
heat absorption. Cleveland Heights requires plantings be installed to visually
shield the cabinets. The installation and
maintenance of the plantings is AT&T’s
responsibility.

“They are ugly
monsters upon the
landscape”
–University Heights mayor Beryl Rothschild.

While AT&T has made some accommodations, their unwillingness to
alter their corporate formula results
in a loss for the community. Walking
down the street and seeing one of their
cabinets would not likely inspire an
individual to think “what a fine service
they provide us!”
At a recent city council meeting,
Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed Kelley
summed up his thoughts: “I’m really
appalled by what they are trying to do.
They have no respect for their customers. It’s time for them to step up and be
more neighborly.”
Hugh Fisher is a Cedar-Fairmount resident.
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Cedar-Fairmount study committee
City seeks public input
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The city of Cleveland Heights has formed
a steering committee of residents, business owners and other stakeholders in
the Cedar-Fairmount neighborhood to
guide a planning process for transportation in the Cedar-Fairmount commercial district. The city has retained
City Architecture, an architectural firm
known for its streetscape plans in urban
environments, and Michael Baker, Jr.
Inc., an engineering and consulting firm,
to assess existing conditions and evaluate
opportunities to enhance the district.
“By improving the presence and access to public transportation and making
it safer to cycle, Cedar-Fairmount can
become a true multi-modal neighborhood that has many strong connections
to its surrounding context,” says Alex
Pesta of City Architecture. “Celebrating
the walkability of the district will only
be further enhanced by improving the
district’s connectivity within the city
and region.”
Funding for the study is provided
by the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) through
its Transportation for Livable Communities Initiative, which helps existing
communities in Northeast Ohio obtain
federal funding and technical assistance
for planning transportation projects

that strengthen community livability.
The Cedar-Fairmount project exemplifies many of the criteria of the program:
to enhance the economic viability of
established retailers, improve quality of
life for visitors and residents, assist in
the redevelopment of urban core communities and improve the safety and
efficiency of existing infrastructure.
The steering committee’s goals are
to facilitate community input, set priorities for the district and provide recommendations for the development of a
transportation and streetscape plan that
would support these priorities. The plan
will address calming of vehicular traffic,
parking, pedestrian and bicycle access
and safety, public transit, economic vitality, creating a sense of place, and creating a vibrant and sustainable mixed-use
environment for residents, visitors and
businesses. The study will take into consideration potential development of the
“Top of the Hill,” a 3.5 acre parcel located
where Cedar Road and Euclid Heights
Boulevard merge to form Cedar Hill. The
land currently is used for surface parking
and open space.
The committee held its first meeting on Thursday, May 22, in council
chambers at city hall and will meet
periodically over the next eight months.
Business owners, residents, and representatives from the Cedar-Fairmount

Heights Parent Center
receives national grant
from Dollar General
Literacy Foundation
Louisa Oliver

Heights Parent Center has received a
$20,000 grant to promote family literacy in Cuyahoga County. The grant,
the maximum available from the Dollar
General Literacy Foundation, was one
of three given within the state of Ohio,
and one of 93 awarded to organizations
in 32 states. The grant supports “Families
Learning Together,” a pilot family literacy
program offered by the center during
2007-08. The program’s first year was
funded by the Literacy Cooperative of
Greater Cleveland, through a grant from
Cuyahoga County, and a grant from the
Deaconess Community Foundation.
Families Learning Together engages
whole families in building key skills
necessary for success in school and in
life. The program creates a network of
providers who together offer the four key
components of family literacy: adult basic education, early childhood education,
parenting and interactive literacy time
for parents and their children. Heights
Parent Center also provides personalized
support for each enrolled family.
Any TANF-eligible family in Cuyahoga County (TANF is Temporary

Assistance for Needy Families, Ohio’s
welfare program) where an adult is
working on, or wants to work on, a GED
and has a child younger than school age
is encouraged to apply for the program.
Call 321-0079.
Dollar General has supported
literacy since its founding. One of the
company’s co-founders, J.L. Turner, was
functionally illiterate when he started
the company that is recognized today as
Dollar General. Dollar General believes
“that learning to read, receiving your
GED…is an investment that opens new
doorways for personal, professional and
economic growth for individuals and
families…It is the one gift that no one
can take away…the one gift that lasts a
lifetime.”
Heights Parent Center is an education, resource and support center for
families with young children. Information
about HPC programs and services can be
found at www.heightsparentcenter.org.
Louisa Oliver is executive director of Heights
Parent Center and a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights.

Special Improvement District and
FutureHeights make up the committee.
Representatives from NOACA, Case
Western Reserve University, the Ohio
Department of Transportation and
University Circle Inc. also attended.
The first of three public meetings
is scheduled for Thursday, June 5, from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Cleveland Heights
Community Center, corner of Mayfield
Road and Monticello Boulevard. All residents are encouraged to attend. The city
plans to film each of the public meetings
for airing on Channel 23.
All community stakeholders are
encouraged to give input by completing a survey, which is available online at
www.clevelandheights.com/whatsnew.
asp?id=530. For more information, contact
the city of Cleveland Heights at 291-4845.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direcor of
Future Heights and a Cedar- Fairmount resident.

MAYOR, from page 1

manager” government, meaning that dayto-day operations are directed by a city
manager whose work is supervised by the
council of seven. The “mayor” is the council president, chosen by its members.
With limited administrative responsibility, the mayor’s role varies
depending on the interests, personality
and capacity of the office holder and
the support of the council. Different
Cleveland Heights mayors have been
more and less “mayoral,” outspoken,
and visible to the public.
Kelley works full time as the personnel director for the domestic relations court of Cuyahoga County, a job
he has held for 25 years.
Kelley was eager to respond to questions about his family and personal life.
He and his wife are raising five children.
It is a constant challenge to balance public
life with his personal life. “I like to coach
for my kids’ teams, but it is tough to make
the time.” Family events, like birthdays,
and school activities are high priorities.
Mark Majewski is a 20-year resident
of Cleveland Heights and a community
plannning consultant.

English Language Coaching
Professional or General English
Study or Work
Experienced, Qualified English Language Coach
Individual or Group Lessons
Negotiable Rates
Call Matthew Williams
216.321.5419

313.806.0653 mobile

mjw1234@gmail.com

garden accessories

shrubs

Heights Garden Center
13410 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
(216) 932-0039
Fax: (216) 932-0037

roses

roses

humus

TOPSOIL,
MULCH,
COMPOST,
SAND,
& STONE

mulch

bulk or bagged
Hours Open:
Monday thru Saturday 9 AM - 7 PM
Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM

bulk topsoil
perennials
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Peter Shaw joins Liberty
Bank’s commercial
lending team
Liberty Bank, N.A. has appointed
Cleveland Heights resident Peter G.
Shaw as vice president of commercial
lending.
“Peter is a proven professional
lender who has a strong commitment
to the Northeast Ohio market,” said
William A. Valerian, chairman and CEO
of Liberty Bank. “His experience and
knowledge give the bank a decided edge
in our mission to help customers grow
and prosper.”
Shaw has more than 15 years’ experience as a seasoned banking and
finance professional. Prior to joining
Beachwood-based Liberty Bank, he
served as business banking client manager in global commercial banking with
Bank of America.
Shaw has also held numerous
relationship manager positions with
National City Bank in Cleveland, TCF
National Bank in Chicago and First of
America Bank in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Sociology from Virginia Tech and a
Master in Business Administration from
The College of William and Mary.
With branch offices in Beachwood,
Solon and Twinsburg, Liberty Bank

serves local consumers and privately
held businesses with sales of up to $25
million. The community bank specializes in providing innovative financing
and cash management services together
with competitive rates and personalized
customer service.
For more information, visit the
company’s web site libertybankna.com.
Mary Patton is a public relations consultant
and a longtime resident of the Heights. She
currently lives in University Heights with
her husband and daughter.

Photo Courtesy of patton p.r.

Mary Patton

Peter G. Shaw, Vice President of Commercial Lending, Liberty Bank, N.A.

The most jarring characteristic of
Severance is its insularity. While earlier
parts of Cleveland Heights made use
of transitions to separate commercial
areas from residential districts, Severance separates itself from the rest of the
city with formidable buffers and no-go
zones. To the east and south, it is separated from neighboring single-family
districts by a 150-foot-wide buffer zone
that has remained nearly sacrosanct
for fifty years. Only the post office,
unbound by local land-use regulations,
violates this buffer. Though there are
some informal pedestrian cut-throughs,
the buffer stands as a giant L-shaped
barrier that makes neighboring places
seem farther from each other than they
really are. It has succeeded in preventing
the pre-Severance residential districts
on the perimeter from becoming undesirable zones in transition.
Along Mayfield and Taylor roads,
mounded buffers of unusable green
space separate Severance from the
streets. While these buffers provide a
campus-like appearance, they are formidable challenges to pedestrians. One
city hall staffer told a story of running
across the buffer in front of city hall
with bags full of groceries in the hope
of catching a bus on Mayfield Road.
On the downward slope, she lost her
footing, which sent both her and her
groceries sprawling. Luckily, this caught
the attention of the bus driver.
The strict controls that govern the
S-1 zoning district, created specifically
for Severance, are examples of the fierce
regulations for which Cleveland Heights

is both famous and infamous. Though
Severance may seem like a standard
suburban shopping center, a closer look
reveals that it is not. It is governed by a
land use plan that permits pure retailing
only on the inside of Severance Circle,
the private-road-turned-public-street
that surrounds the retail core. The
result of this is a big-box containment
zone that allows for retail businesses
we’d otherwise have to head east to
find, without allowing these businesses
to spread endlessly. Outside Severance
Circle, only residential and office uses are
permitted to stand on their own. Retail
and restaurant uses are permitted only
as part of mixed-use developments.
There have been changes at Severance in recent years, most for the better.
New residential development has added
to the district’s mix. The Heights Arts
installations, especially the Brinsley Tyrrell sculptures above the retention basin,
signal that Severance is a place, however
imperfect, that is worthy of our attention.
When Severance Circle and the access
roads were rebuilt by the city as public
streets, pedestrian and bicycle access improved. But more work is needed. Severance is not home to the local businesses
and one-of-a-kind establishments that we
are known for. On the other hand, Severance is a legitimate part of our community,
and not merely a utilitarian necessity that
is in—but not really in—the Heights.
Vince Reddy, an urban planner employed by
Cleveland Public Art, has lived in Cleveland
Heights for just under a dozen years. A resident of the Greater Randolph neighborhood,
he previously served as zoning administrator
for the city of Cleveland Heights.

Coventry committee to board of education:
Rent or raze
Sarah Wean

The Coventry School Study Committee
ended its deliberations on May 20 with
a recommendation to the CHUH Board
of Education to retain the property and
either lease it or tear it down.
Early in the meeting the committee
expressed frustration in making a recommendation in the absence of a larger
master plan and sought greater clarification on the long-range facilities needs.
Committee member Kal Zucker,
a member of the board of education,
pointed out that although the board
doesn’t have a master plan document,
the district has been strategic in planning its program goals and considers
facilities usage on an ongoing basis to
align with those goals. District facilities
manager Steve Shergalis reassured the
committee that the district has no plans
for future use of the empty building.
Citing the need to focus on the task
at hand because the bigger picture was
“beyond the purview of this committee,”
facilitator William Wendling reminded
the group their recommendation must
align with the district’s priorities of fiscal responsibility and educational goals.
And, if the committee were to become a
landlord, he said, any tenant would need
to prove its ability to pay its own way
and be sustainable over time.

In the end, the committee adopted
two options for the Coventry property:
recommending the district become a
landlord and solicit formal proposals
over a set period of time from prospective tenants in the form of a letter of
interest; or, razing the building and expanding open space. Either recommendation allows the district to maintain
ownership of the land and/or building
for future use.
A letter of interest is an open process seeking detailed and solidly supported business plans for rental use of
the property.
Heights Arts, a Cleveland Heightsbased arts organization, is interested in
reusing the building as a multi-tenant
arts and education center and will be
responding to the letter of interest. To
date they have been courting potential
partners and conducted an informal
energy appraisal of the building.
The second recommendation, razing the building, the least palatable but
potentially most financially prudent of
the options, would eliminate $106,000 in
annual operating expenses for the empty
school. “Money that could be spent on
two new teachers,” Mr. Zucker said.
Mr. Wendling said it is incumbent
upon the community, and not the district, to respond and to get behind any
specific proposal that would put the

building to new use. And, in the potential absence of receiving any viable
proposals through the letter of intent
process, the razing of the building must
be an option as well, he said.
The committee considered the
emotional and economic consequences
to a neighborhood of tearing down
public structures versus the responsibility the district has to use its resources
wisely. They agreed that in the absence
of receiving any viable proposals for
renting the building, the razing of the
building must be presented as an option.
The cost of demolition is estimated at
$500,000.
The committee’s recommendation
will ask the board of education to fol-

◆

low a reasonable timeline and set a “date
certain” to come a decision, subject to
financial review by the Lay Finance
Committee, by the end of 2008.
The final report will also reflect
that this recommendation was made
using district-supplied information
that indicated the board has no plans
to use the building for educational or
administrative purposes, now or in the
foreseeable future.
Ten members of the 19-member
committee attended the May 20 meeting. The committee’s final report will be
presented to the board of education in
June, on a date to be determined.
Sarah Wean is a community volunteer.

THE CHILCOTE LAW FIRM
Solutions for Real Estate and Corporate Transactions

Lee A. Chilcote
Attorney at Law

Main Phone:
Direct Dial:
Cell:
Fax:
Email:

216 795 4117
216 795 9859
216 496 6646
216 795 4245
lee.chilcote@chilcotelaw.com

The Cedar-Grandview Building
12434 Cedar Road, Suite No. 3
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
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Bodega Infuses Coventry with Ambiance,
Mediterranean Flair
Local owner opens tapas/martini/wine restaurant in former Utrecht space
Sandwiched between bd’s Mongolian
Barbeque and Phoenix Coffee on Coventry, Bodega made its official debut
May 21. Owner and Heights resident
Said Ouaddaadaa (pronounced Sy-eed
Wadada) is an experienced restaurateur
who has been at the helm of Uptowne
near University Circle for the past 15
years.
Ouaddaadaa said ambiance and hospitality are two aspirations for Bodega,
which serves up tapas, martinis and
wine. His complimentary grand opening, which drew an estimated attendance of 400, achieved both as guests
were welcomed with a jazz band, sangria
and a Mediterranean smorgasbord consisting of chef specials and menu items,
such as grape leaves, hummus, curried
chicken and aromatic rice.
In advance of the opening, I caught
glimpses of the space through sheer
drapes at street-level and couldn’t wait
to see more. Bodega is very easy on the
eyes with its sophisticated color palette,
cascading waterfall and dramatic chandelier that greet guests as they enter.
The bar features an impressive wine
display with a flat-screen television in
the corner to accommodate Tribe fans…

which is the only element in common
with Bodega’s sports-bar neighbors. An
elegant, dimly lighted sitting lounge is
veiled by a gauzy curtain for privacy
Bodega
1854 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.932.3062
Open daily 4 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.

from the dining area.
While the menu is on the slim side,
consisting of a few salads, soups and
two-dozen cold and hot small-plate options, the martini list is a bit overwhelming (in a good way) with 200 choices
broken down into categories like classic,
cosmos, island frozen margaritas and
dessertinis (think liquid Snickers). My
favorite of those I sampled over the
course of my two visits is the Mello
Jell-O (a Jellotini if you will), which
features small chunks of soft, wobbley
orange Jell-O. Average martini price is
about $10.
Bodega’s wine list also is bountiful. Per our server on grand-opening
night, 119 are on the menu and the list
will grow to 300 varietals from around
the globe. Not much of a surprise since
according to Ouaddaadaa, a Moroccan

native, Bodega means “wine cellar.”
Tapas are priced reasonably and
serve one to two people. Based on my
visits, I’d recommend ordering four
tapas per two people at a minimum.
A filo-dough addict, I couldn’t pass
up the warm brie and honey French
Cigar ($6) or chicken-stuffed Pastilla
($9) that was beautifully presented with
a fragrant sprinkling of cinnamon. The
flavorful French Onion Soup ($4) and
fresh Caprese ($5) also received compliments from my dining companions.
However, the Blue Scallops ($8) were
unexpectedly spicy with a Cajun seasoning, which was a bit too competitive
with the rich blue cheese for our party.
Also, some tapas weren’t served as warm
as they could have been.
Ingredients for the “Modern Mediterranean” menu are sourced locally,
Ouaddaadaa said, so Bodega can count
itself as one of the growing list of Cleveland’s farm-to-fork establishments.
Expect to spend about an hour and a
half for a leisurely dinner for two.
Service staff were friendly and
attentive, although some were more
knowledgeable about the menu than
others. I noticed a mix of clientele on
both visits…twenty-somethings and
Baby Boomers integrated easily.

Bodega is a great spot to grab a
drink with friends and enjoy a light
dinner, without having to huff it downtown to West Sixth. For now, it’s open
for dinner only from 4 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.
daily, during which guests are treated
to live music, consisting of mostly jazz
sprinkled in with some Frank Sinatra
favorites on Wednesday nights. Bodega
will open for lunch in a few weeks.
According to her grandmother, Christina
Klenotic is a “good eater” who never met a
carb she didn’t like. She enjoys sampling eclectic restaurants, galleries and neighborhoods,
which is why she loves Cleveland Heights.
Editor’s Note: For another review of
Bodega visit www. heightsobserver.org.

Hailee Dorflinger

Christina Klenotic

Bodega’s VIP room.

“Where everybody knows your name”
Brennan’s Colony – A Cleveland Heights tradition
Most of us remember the popular
80’s sitcom “Cheers,” which revolved
around a neighborhood Boston pub
with friendly bartenders and an entertainingly diverse mix of regular
customers that included a psychiatrist,
accountant, and a mailman. You will
find the same welcoming atmosphere
and diverse crowd when visiting Brennan’s Colony on Lee Road.
The pub has a long history in
Cleveland Heights, dating back over
70 years. Early photographs provide
clues that the storefront was originally
a market, which later evolved into a
working class bar that began to feature
food in the 1950s. During that time,
people would line the sidewalk waiting
for tables for popular fish frys, vying
for the limited tables that existed in
the single storefront space. Known
then only as the Colony, the pub operated continuously from the 1950s
through the 1980s, changing owners
three times. Jim Brennan worked at
the Colony in the 1980s, and in 1991
became the new proprietor, renaming
the establishment Brennan’s Colony.
Since that time, he has expanded
the pub from two storefronts to four,
and last fall opened a new outdoor patio behind the pub. The outdoor space

was an immediate success, as the patio
is well protected from the noise of the
surrounding business district, completely surrounded by the pub and the
brick walls that were once eight garage
bays. With a long granite bar, comfortable tables, summer greenery, and a big
screen TV, what’s not to like?
To me, the two things that make
Brennan’s Colony so enjoyable and
successful are the people and the food.
The friendly bartenders, wait staff, and
neighborhood crowd often refer to you
Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.371.1010
Open Sun.-Mon. 5 p.m. to close
Tues.-Sat. 11:30 to 2 a.m.

by name, even when you are a once a
month regular! And most importantly,
the pub fare is high quality and a great
value. Brennan has three chefs whom he
feels have made his pub the success it
is today; Jamie Wynnbrandt, Rich Wise,
and Kelly Kral have been with the pub
for 9, 15, and 25 years respectively.
Brennan’s Colony has a broad
menu ranging from excellent salads to
pasta to burgers, with weekly chef ’s
specials featuring the Colony’s more
elaborate entrees. One of my favorites

is the blackened tuna steak salad. With
its meaty texture and Cajun flavorings,
it is one of those dishes I get a regular
craving for and goes well with a glass of
white or red wine. A banker colleague
of mine has told me the pork chops
are his personal favorite. In addition
to the large selection of beer you might
expect at a pub, Brennan’s Colony also
offers a great list of wines, and most are
moderately priced.
If you have never been to Brennan’s Colony before, be prepared for
crowds on Friday and Saturday nights,
when it becomes a popular gathering
spot for families. Weekday nights are
more relaxed. In either event, you will
get to know the friendly staff, and you
may even run into an old neighborhood

friend you haven’t talked to in quite a
while. Who says there’s not a real place
where everybody knows your name?
Patrick Paoletta serves on FutureHeight’s
board of trustees and is a 10 year resident
of Cleveland Heights.

patrick paoletta

Patrick Paoletta

Brennan’s Colony – A Cleveland Heights tradition
on Lee Road.

HOLLIS AUTOMOTIVE
2857 Noble Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44121
(216) 472-6443

Complete Mechanical Repairs
Present this advertisement for a
$19.95 oil change and lubrication.

OR

Present this ad for 10% off repairs over $100
+ a FREE oil change.
Please call for an appointment.

Expires July 1st

6
heights observer JUNE 3, 2008				join
the conversation at www.heightsobserver.org

local business

Chip Ramsey, Heights High class of
1984, has always known what he wanted
to do: have his own auto repair station.
“When I turned 40, I knew I had to do
it.” One and a half years ago, Chip took
the big step and put his dream in motion by purchasing Washington & Lee
Service, Inc. on Lee Road.
Born and raised in Cleveland
Heights, Chip says that his parents used
to bring their cars to the repair station.
Seeing and talking to the mechanics triggered some of his fascination with cars.
“When I was 15 I bought a ’69 Pontiac
GTO and drove it up and down the
drive way,” Chip reminisced. When the
car needed repairs it was taken to the
Washington & Lee Station. “The previous owner gave me the tune up parts so
I could learn how to work on it.”
Chip says that he has always been
intrigued by what makes things work.
When he was younger he liked to tinker with discarded lawn mowers, and
at the service station he would talk to
the mechanics to learn what they were
doing to fix the cars. “Certain people
know instinctively how to do things,”
Chip explained. “Knowing how to fix
cars is in my blood.”
Chip Ramsey looks around his repair station as mechanics work on cars
perched on lifts. In the corner of the
waiting room is an old gas pump. Old
license plates and colorful gas station
advertisements decorate the walls. Chip

points out the unusual stained-glass
art piece that covers part of the front
window. Thick pieces of glass form the
shapes of a spark plug, gas pump, gears,
wrench and a wheel. “When the sun
shines through this it is amazing, and at
night we leave the light on so it shines
through the glass,” he says with pride.
This is his dream.
Lita Gonzalez, a long time community
volunteer and an aspiring writer, artist and
gardener, lives in Cleveland Heights with
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are
Heights High graduates.

Lita Gonzalez

Lita Gonzalez

What’s “green”
about a car?
Andrew Chiarelli

What’s “green” about a car? Many
people ask how a car can be good for
the environment when it uses gasoline.
Well, I have the answer for you: The
Honda Civic GX Natural Gas Car. It’s
the “greenest” internal combustion
engine in the world, having earned the
top spot on the American Council for
an Energy-Efficient Economy “Greenest
Vehicles” list for the fifth straight year.
For the past nine years I have sold
this car to cities, individuals, utility
companies, and government agencies.
The great attribute of the Civic GX is
its approximately $1 dollar per gallon
equivalent. With a range of about 250
miles per tank, for $20 you can drive
around 500 miles.
Honda has built about 2,000 of
these vehicles in East Liberty, Ohio,
with most going to New York and California. But Ohio has hundreds of years
of natural gas reserves in the ground
and millions of gallons of methane
available from controlled land fills. We
could build an infrastructure to supply
state vehicles run on natural gas, and the
public would benefit from fill stations
to support those vehicles. Ann Arbor,
Michigan has two public fill stations. So

if we truly want to be in the forefront of
a new “green” society, we need to think
a little greener and pass our feelings on
to those who can get things done in our
progressive city.
Wouldn’t it be nice if Ohio cities
installed refueling and bought cars and
work trucks that ran on natural gas? We
would save millions of tax dollars in fuel
costs and eliminate millions of tons of
carbon going into our air. That is how
we should be thinking about cars in our
“greener” future.
Andrew Chiarelli is the alternative fuel vehicle
manager at Motorcars in Cleveland Heights.

Andrew Chiarelli

Heights grad follows auto dreams

Mr Green Car Andrew Chiarelli and son Dominic.

Chip Ramsey in his shop.

Lox and lox of bagels!
Jessica Schreiber

Fifteen thousand pounds -- that’s how
much wheat flour Bialy’s Bagels owners Mark and Ellen Osolin require each
week to keep up with customer demand.
Anyone who has sampled a freshly-baked
bagel from Bialy’s understands why these
glazed, donut-shaped Jewish yeast rolls
are so popular. They come in 18 different
varieties, from traditional egg, sesame or
poppy seed to the more eclectic cinnamon cranberry, French toast and “mish
mash.” On Sunday mornings Bialy’s
customers line up outside the door of
the University Heights store, waiting
patiently for the delectable bagels.
Made the old fashioned way, with
no short cuts, Bialy’s bagels first rise as
dough in the cooler, are then boiled in a
vat of water, and finally baked shiny and
golden on burlap boards. The combination boiling/baking process is the secret
behind the contrasting textures - a soft
chewy inside and crusty outer shell. In
addition to bagels, Bialy’s offers pretzels
and bialys, made with softer dough,
formed and rolled out by hand, then
baked, but not boiled. Only the egg bagels have oil; everything else is fat free.
Customers come from as far away as
Akron, Youngstown and Erie. Bialy’s is
sometimes the first stop for people who
have moved away upon making a return
visit to Cleveland. Parents traveling to visit

children in other states bring the obligatory
bag of Bialy’s bagels from home.
Since its opening in 1966, Bialy’s
legendary bagels have been featured in
stories on all Cleveland’s TV stations, and
have been voted best bagels in Cleveland
by Northern Ohio Live Magazine, Cleveland
Jewish News and Free Times. Today, about
50% of Bialy’s business is wholesale. Its
bagels are served at hospitals, schools,
delicatessens and supermarkets throughout Greater Cleveland.
Bialy’s owner Mark Osolin learned
the business from his father-in-law Terry
Skolnick. Mark and Ellen took over five
years ago, when the Skolnick’s moved to
Florida. Osolin credits Bialy’s success to
a terrific group of employees. “Bialy’s is
a hands-on operation, a 24/7 business,”
he says. “Most of our workers have been
with us for 10 years and more. We have
a very good, friendly atmosphere. Everyone here works very, very hard. It can get
awfully hot in here.”
Osolin faces challenges as the owner
of a small business. The cost of wheat
flour has gone up from $17 to $50/bag in
a year. With the migration of the Jewish
community eastward, many of Bialy’s old
customers have moved out of the neighborhood, although some still return.
Newer customers come from a variety
of different backgrounds. Everyone, it
seems, loves a good bagel.

jessica schreiber

Bialy’s owners hustle to keep up with customer demand

Bialy’s Bagels Owner Mark Osolin

Jessica Schreiber is a community volunteer.
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Bug Bash expands to
include Chrysalis in 2008
Andrea Turner

Families with children of all ages can
now enjoy the Nature Center at Shaker
Lakes’ (NCSL) highly anticipated familycentered fundraising event this summer
on Sunday, June 22, at 2600 South Park
Blvd. The traditional “Bug Bash,” geared
toward children up to age 8 takes place
from 3 to 6 p.m. Then it undergoes a
metamorphosis to become “Chrysalis”
from 6 to 9 p.m., ideal for youth ages
9 to 14.
“We Speak for the Trees,” the event’s
theme, focuses on the dependence that
humans and trees have on each other. As
in the Nature Center’s mission, it’s our
responsibility to conserve a natural area,
connect people with nature and inspire
environmental stewardship.
Bug Bash activities include the
popular “Bug Bouncer,” magic shows
at 3:45 p.m. and 4:30 p.m., a DJ dance
party from 5-6 p.m., a family scavenger
hunt among the trees, crafts, games, and
much more. The ‘tweens’ won’t want
to miss out on the fun of Chrysalis,
with their own DJ dance party from
8-9 p.m., team building games in the
woods, Wheel of Nature trivia game
with prizes, creating earth-friendly
newspaper potted plants and building
their own ice cream sundaes.
Families can enjoy dinner and bid on
raffle packages. Parents can sample the
“pest bar,” with wine and beer selections
provided courtesy of Trader Joe’s.
“In an effort to make the event as
environmentally sustainable as possible, participants may choose to pay
an optional ‘Green Fee’ of $10, which
will be allocated to pursuing low impact
materials for all activities, recycling,
reducing waste, and composting food
waste generated from the event,” said
Clark Pope, co-chair of the event. “As

an added incentive for this green option, participants will be awarded a raffle
ticket for a chance to win a golf package,
also known as the ‘green fee.’”
“Our intent is to reduce our carbon
footprint as much as possible while at the
same time providing a memorable and
educational day for children and their parents,” added Jennifer Moshier, co-chair.
Because the event sells out quickly,
advance tickets are required. Tickets
are $40 for adults; $20 for youth ages 9
to 14; $10 for children ages 3 to 8; and
free for children 2 and under. Bug Bash
+ Chrysalis 2008 benefits the Nature
Outreach Program, which provides
an opportunity for underserved youth
to participate in the NCSL’s programs
and camps. As Richard Louv states in
his book, “Last Child in the Woods,” it’s
our responsibility to save our children
from what he terms “Nature Deficit
Disorder.”
NCSL member Kim Wheeler,
WKYC-TV Channel 3 News Today
Weekend Anchor and Education Reporter, serves as honorary chair.
Bug Bash + Chrysalis 2008 has received major corporate sponsorship from
KeyBank; Edward Jones Investments;
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff
LLP; Fairmount Minerals; Zeisler Morgan
Properties, Ltd; and Todd & Associates.
The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
was founded in 1966 as the result of a
grassroots community effort to preserve
the Shaker parklands from becoming
the route for a new freeway connecting
Cleveland’s eastside to downtown.
Ten thousand children participate
annually in more than 30,000 hours of
curriculum-related school programs, including a strong early childhood program
for several eastside school districts and
the Cleveland Public Schools. Additionally, 10,000 walkers, runners, and birdwatchers use the trails and grounds for
exercise and enjoyment of nature.
For more information, visit the
NCSL’s web site at www.shakerlakes.org
or call 321-5935.
Andrea Turner is the PR Chair for the
NCSL’s Bug Bash and Chrysalis 2008 Family
Benefit. She lives in Cleveland Heights with
her husband and two children.
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Save - The - Date
Future Heights on-Line auction
October 10 - November 9, 2008
Benefits Future Heights and the
Heights ovserver program.
Donations are being accepted.
320-1423
www.futureheights.org

heights parent center

Nature Center at Shaker Lakes family benefit
adds Chrysalis to biennial fundraiser

Sleep is a precious commodity!

Families play, share
and learn at Heights
Parent Center
Louisa Oliver

Tucked away in Taylor School is a great
resource for families with young children
ages 0 - 5! Heights Parent Center is an
education, resource and support center
for parents, caregivers and young children. In our comfortable and welcoming
playroom children and parents can play
and talk together, share experiences and
resources, and find new friends.
Parenting is a tough job; it’s a lot
easier when you have support from others! By supporting the wellness of the
family unit, family support programs
strengthen the community.
HPC offers play and learn sessions
and parenting classes at Taylor. In addition, there is a great family literacy
playroom and Toy Lending Library at
the CH-UH Main Library.
Join us! More than 500 families take
advantage of the many low-cost and free
programs each year. Our programs:
Develop assets All families have
strengths and they build on those
strengths when they participate in HPC
programs.
Are open to all Everyone is challenged
by raising children and can use support
to help them grow to their fullest potential. No parent has to have a deficit
or be in crisis to participate in family
support programming.
Provide resources Families share with
and learn from other families, observe
how staff and other parents interact
with their children, borrow books from
our parenting resource library, and
find information about community
resources.
Reduce stress Parents attending family
support programs develop an enhanced
community support system that reduces
their isolation, provides new ideas and
strategies and gives them a safe and
engaging place to interact with their
children. No parent has to feel alone with
the pressures of childrearing.

Enhance skills and confidence
Interacting with other parents, talking
with staff, attending parenting discussion groups, participating in support
groups, and using the parenting resource
library all provide ways to learn new
skills about raising children. Parents also
gain confidence in their own abilities to
decide what is best for their family.
Invest in the future HPC programs
prevent problems by offering resources,
connections and support before a crisis
arises.
HPC’s mission is to support and promote the healthy development of families
and children in the belief that strong
families build strong communities. Find
out about our programs and family fun
activities at heightsparentcenter.org.
Louisa Oliver is executive director of Heights
Parent Center and a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights.

Become an Observer!
The

HeIGHTS OBSERVER
is looking for people
ages 16 to 100
(figuratively)
to become volunteer
writers, editors,
photographers,
designers, illustrators,
and delivery people
(a.k.a. newsies).
Amateurs and
professionals alike are
welcome!
Get involved—if you have
a story idea or know of
one, we want it!
info@futureheights.org
320–1423
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Catch the reading bug at
Heights libraries
Summer is here and that means picnics,
vacations and more daylight for reading.
Kids can start the summer off right by
taking part in Catch the Reading Bug,
this year’s summer reading program. Kids
receive a prize just for signing up. Registered summer readers can make tracks to
the library weekly for fun, exploration,
stickers and chances to win prizes.
Register younger children for any
of the library’s series of programs for
babies, toddlers or preschoolers. Or
drop in for one of the weekly family storytimes. Maybe we’ll see you at
the park for Stories in Purvis Park on
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. beginning July
2 and running through August 27. Or
maybe we’ll see you at ExploraStory.
Either way, you’re sure to have fun and
learn a lot!

Readers entering grades 1-6 can
stay busy with Creepy, Crawly Crafts,
a Ladybug Musical Program and summer movie series. Even though you will
hate to see it end, the summer reading
program will conclude with Get Buggy
@ Your Library. Families can come for
great entertainment and crafts.
We have great teen events, too. Join
us every Friday at any of our libraries for
a Totally Buggin’ Film Festival that will
show creepy crawly creature features.
The first five teens who register for the
Breaking Dawn Book Discussion in August will receive a free copy of the book.
Teens can also make their own designer
T-Shirts, learn about snakes, spiders,
and lizards in our Creepy Crawly Petting Zoo, and learn how to write, direct
and produce their own video in Youth
Production, Inc.

What is your savings score?
Gail Jackson

To determine your savings score please
answer the following questions. I warn
you these questions may be painful!
1. D
 o you have a savings plan for emergencies, for retirement and vacation?
2. Do you deposit funds into your savings account monthly?
3. Do you have a personal budget?
If you answered no to any of these
questions you may be in danger of living
above your means.
Actually, there is no such thing as a
savings score, but there should be! We
all owe it to ourselves to have a secure
financial base. Most of us don’t want
to think about money issues until we
are in a real crisis. Now is the time to
organize your financial affairs and map
out a plan to save for a new car, buy a
home and increase your retirement and
vacation savings. Empower yourself
with the knowledge and tools to create
a financially secure future.
Let’s stop worrying about credit
scores and start to focus on our savings
score as an indicator that we are handling
our money with accountability to our
future.
I suggest that a savings score consist
of the following indicators:
• Having and maintaining a personal
budget, credit yourself with 100
points.
• Depositing monthly savings into a savings account, 5 points for each deposit
(deduct 10 points for each withdrawl).
Add 10 points if you deposit 5% or
more of your net income.
• Maintaining a balance of:
$100-$550, 10 points.
$551-$750, 20 points
$751-$950, 30 points
$1,200-$1,500, 40 points
Add 5 points for every $500
• D epositing monthly savings into
a retirement account, 5 points for
each deposit (deduct 10 points for

This year, adults can join in on the
action as well. We’re having an adult
summer reading program so we can
compete with the kids—and show them
how much fun it is to read! Read a book
by the pool, in the hammock, by the
beach (if you’re lucky!), to your child, or
any way you like. Then fill out a short
entry form at your favorite branch and
drop it in the box to be entered into our
drawing for one of our exciting prizes:

		 3. Grand prize (early August):
		 receive the Book of the Month:
		 your choice of the latest titles,
		 ordered especially for you and
		 delivered to your door each
		 month for a year
No matter your age, we will have
programs that will make you wiggle
and giggle and prizes that will have
you marching to the library everyday!
Forget watching television or playing
a video game. You will be caught up in
great books to put on your reading log!
Registration for the summer reading
program began June 1, 2008.
Tonya Gibson is an employee of the Heights
Libraries who enjoys writing and photography in her free time.

Featured Heights Libraries Programs
Coventry Village Library

1925 Coventry Road 216.321.3400
You Gotta See This Animation Celebration
Thursdays, June 12 - July 17, 2:00 p.m.
Step out of Time
Thursday, June 12, 7:00 p.m.
Olympic Book-a-Thon
Monday, June 16, 7:00 p.m.
Baby Sign Language
Saturdays, June 21 & 28, 11:00 a.m.
From Drab to Fab T-shirt Decorating
Mondays, June 23 & 30, 1:00 p.m.
Young and the Restless Storytime
Wednesdays, June 25 - July 30, 10:30 a.m.

Lee Road Library

each withdrawl). Add 10 points if
you deposit 5% or more of your net
income.
• Maintaining a balance of:
$5,000-$10,000, 10 points.
$11,000-$20,000, 15 points.
$20,000-$25,000, 20 points.
Add 5 points for every $5,000.
• Spending less than 20% of your net
income on revolving debt. For example
credit cards, 50 points. Less than 15%,
100 points and less than 10%, 200
points.
You should calculate and keep track
for your own score. You are in control of
your money, cashflow and outflow. You
owe it to yourself to get your financial
affairs in order.
The Home Repair Resource Center
can assist you by providing you with
a free one-on-one budget consultation that will pinpoint indicators to
strengthen your financial affairs.

		2. Second prize: a pair of tickets to the Cedar-Lee Theater

2345 Lee Road 216.932.3600
Independent Film Festival
June 4, 10, 13, 18, 20, 24, 25 & 27, 6:00 p.m.
Summer Vacation Celebration
Thursday, June 5, 3:15 p.m.
Independent Film Festival
June 7, 14 & 21, 2:00 p.m.
From Drab to Fab T-shirt Decorating
Mondays, June 9 & 16, 1:00 p.m.
Rock the Block
Tuesday, June 17, 6:00 p.m.
Monday Matinees
Mondays, June 23 - July 28, 3:30 p.m.
Mother Goose Tells a Story
Mondays, June 23 - July 28, 10:30 a.m.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road 216.291.5665
Summer Story Stop
Fridays, June 6 - August 29, 11:15 a.m.
Stay & Play
Fridays, June 6 - August 29, 9:30 a.m.
Get Buggy with Us Animal Show
Monday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Mystery Book Discussion Group
Thursday, June 12, 7:00 p.m.
I’m Totally Buggin’ Teen Film Festival
Fridays, June 13-August 15, 12:00 p.m.
School’s Out and Reading’s In Read with
Teacher Night
Thursdays, June 12 & 26, 7:00 p.m.

University Heights Library

13866 Cedar Road 216.321.4700
Monday Movie Series
Mondays, June 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, 1:00
p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Senior Spot
Wednesdays, June 4 – 25, 12:30 p.m. 2:30 p.m.
I’m Totally Buggin’ Teen Film Festival
Fridays, June 13 - August 15, 12:00 p.m.
Baby Bop Storytime
Wednesdays, June 25 - July 30, 9:30 a.m.
Catch the Reading Bug Magic Show
Thursday, June 26, 7:00 p.m.

Call us at 381-6100 for your free analysis
or visit www.hrrc-ch.org.
Gail Jackson is a financial programs counselor at the Home Repair Resource Center.
She has worked in the housing counseling
field for over 20 years.
hugh williams

Tonya Gibson

1. Weekly prizes (at each branch): select from a treasure chest of excellent,
recently published books

University Heights Memorial Day Parade.
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Folky Cleveland
Heights thing

Interview with
“Karaoke Master”
DJ Eli Cohen

Q: Please talk a little bit about your
upbringing and cultural heritage.
How do you think your Yemenite
Jewish heritage has influenced your
professional style?
A: I would say that my (warm) mannerisms are one important trait that I
bring from my Yemenite culture into
my work.
Q: What do you think are some of
the most important qualities necessary to becoming a successful DJ?
A: Persistence. I went through a period
when I wasn’t working, after completing
my internship at the Ohio Center for
Broadcasting, and I felt really down; a
friend of mine encouraged me to come
out with him to Freeway Lanes in Solon,
where I applied for a job. I told the
manager there, “look, I’m a DJ, but I’ll
work here. As soon as I get my opportunity to work as a DJ, I’m out.” [The
Freeway Lanes manager then informed
Cohen about a job opening for a DJ
there, which he accepted, and he was
later discovered and hired by a Champps
manager visiting the bowling alley.]

DJ Cohen on the microphone at a typical karaoke night at Champps in Lyndhurst.

Q: What advice would you give to
those who have always enjoyed singing and would like to perform for an
audience but are too shy?
A: You should just enjoy it. Come in
groups of three or four. I’ve seen it happen, where somebody just suddenly goes
up there after and breaks the ice.

A: My favorite thing about working as
a DJ is that it makes people happy: one
of my regulars at the B-Side came up to
me recently when she found a job out
of state, and she cried to me telling me
how much she would miss me and the
karaoke. I enjoy the singing, and people
ask me for advice on voice control.

Q: Do you host private birthday
parties, bar/bat mitzvahs, and weddings?
A: Yes, I have done lots of weddings and
bar mitzvahs; I once DJed charitably at
an Italian wedding where the groom was
a veteran of the war in Afghanistan. The
event got a lot of press.

Q: How much time per week do you
spend preparing your karaoke repertoire before the big night?
A: I spend a lot of time preparing in
my search for new songs and I have a
real sense by now for what songs will
be popular.

Q: Would you ever consider hosting
a television show like “American
Idol” if Ryan Seacrest were to leave?
Would you prefer to be the host of
the show or one of the judges? And
why?
A: Yes, definitely. I would rather host
the show, like Ryan Seacrest, because I
wouldn’t want to hurt people as a judge;
there’s a reason why people see Simon
(Cowell) as a jerk. I would like to be on
the show hopefully as a singer.
Q: What do you most love about your
profession of being a disc jockey?

If you love karaoke, DJ Eli Cohen also
encourages you to visit Johnny Malloy’s
in South Euclid, 4350 Mayfield Rd.,
where a nice patio and great karaoke
on Tuesday nights await patrons. Close
to John Carroll University, students are
especially encouraged to visit.
Suphie Wesner is a linguistics and French
language graduate of Cleveland State University and a Shaker Heights High School
alumna. She plans to pursue graduate school
in journalism in the future and currently
enjoys her position as an assistant teacher at
True Sisters Day Care Center in Cleveland
Heights.

Cleveland Heights and University Heights
Summer Fun Guide 2008
Date
June 5
June 12
June 14
June 17
June 19
June 19
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 26
July 3
July 3
July 10
July 11-13
July 17
July 17
July 17
July 24
July 31
July 31
August 7
August 7
August 10
August 12
August 14
August 21
August 21

Event
UH Symphonic Band
Nick Puin Quintet
Cain Park Walking Tour
Rock-The-Block
Panic Steel Ensemble
Coventry Street Arts Fair
Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun
4th Annual Summer Festival
Summer Solstice Garden Tour
Bug Bash and Chrysalis
Billy Lang Orchestra
UH Symphonic Band
Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun
Swing Time Big Band
Cain Park-Cleveland Heights
Clear Fork Bluegrass Quartet
Coventry Street Arts Fair
Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun
Straight-Six Dixie Band
UH Symphonic Band
Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun
Blue Lunch
Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun
Discover Cedar-Fairmount Festival
Rock-The-Block Festival
Yiddishe Cup Klezmer Band
Frank Moravcik Polka Band
Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun

Info
932-7800
932-7800
291-4878
561-3530
932-7800
556-0927
heightsobserver.org
heightsobserver.org
heightsyouthclub.org
321-5935
932-7800
932-7800
heightsobserver.org
932-7800
371-3000
932-7800
556-0927
heightsobserver.org
932-7800
932-7800
heightsobserver.org
932-7800
heightsobserver.org
cedarfairmount.org
561-3530
932-7800
932-7800
heightsobserver.org

Location
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Cain Park
Cedar Lee District
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Historic Coventry Village
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground and Arch
Noble-Nela Neighborhood
Heights Youth Club
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Cain Park Arts Festival
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Historic Coventry Village
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground and Arch
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground and Arch
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground and Arch
Cedar-Fairmount District
Cedar Lee District
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School
Coventry P.E.A.C.E Playground and Arch

Call for more information or visit our community calendar at www.heightsobserver.org

CHARLIE LEWIS

I originally became acquainted with Eli
Cohen, the compassionate disc jockey
of “Eli’s Expert DJ Service” at the karaoke nights he hosted at Champps in
Lyndhurst, where he continues to work.
Cohen is also the energetic host of karaoke at the B-Side Liquor Lounge in
Coventry Village. Cohen took the time
to sit down with the Heights Observer
and offer some insight into how he has
harnessed the popularity of the karaoke
phenomenon.

courtesy Eli Cohen

Suphie Wesner

Long Road, (l-r) Bob Sandham, Celia Hollander
Lewis, Ray DeForest, David Budin and Kevin Richards, all with Heights roots, performs its all-‘60s
folk show at Cain Park on Sunday, June 29, at 2
and 7:30 p.m.

David Budin

For years I sat in the audience at Cain
Park concerts, not missing being on
stage. Then, all of a sudden, I started
playing concerts at Cain Park.
I played in rock and folk groups
when I was a kid at Coventry School,
and played professionally, starting as a
teenager (at Roosevelt Junior High and
Heights High), until the age of 31, in
Cleveland and New York. Then I quit
for what I thought would be forever.
But after many years, I decided to have
a reunion concert with my singing
partner from the 35 years earlier, Denise
Johnson. We performed our “David &
Denise” show at Cain Park.
I had enlisted the aid of three terrific musicians to back (and/or cover) us
up. People really liked the “60s” quality of the show: five musicians playing
acoustic instruments and singing wellwritten, meaningful songs in harmony.
I’m not sure it would have worked quite
as well in other suburbs; it might be a
Cleveland Heights thing. So I decided
to do a real ‘60s show the next season
at Cain Park.
I put together another group of
great musicians – that is, four great
musicians, plus me – and we performed
a show last summer called “Can’t Help
But Wonder Where I’m Bound: A 1967
Coffeehouse Concert,” consisting of
songs you would have heard in any folk
club in 1967.
The group, Long Road is fairly
Heights-centric: Kevin Richards, Ray
DeForest and I live here; Bob Sandham
and our newest member, Celia Hollander Lewis, who both also used to
live here, now live in Chesterland and
Athens, Ohio, respectively.
Last year’s show sold out Cain
Park’s Alma Theater, so we did the show
again at the Kent Stage. Then we played
at Nighttown twice and the Kent Stage
again. Now we’re coming back to Cain
Park to perform the sequel – “Can’t
Help But Wonder Where I’m Bound –
Part 2: A 1968 Coffeehouse Concert” –
on Sunday, June 29, at 2 and 7:30 p.m.
This time we’re doing songs you
would have heard in 1968, but not any of
the ones we did last year. And, like last
year’s show, these shows are fund-raisers
for the Cleveland Heights-based education organization Roots of American
Music (ROAM).
David Budin is a freelance writer living in
Cleveland Heights.
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Joanne Campbell

A Thursday evening series of music,
movies and just plain fun has been organized by Erick Kauffman, President of
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. and Steve Presser
of Big Fun. They promise more fun than
last year so put these dates on your calendar and be prepared to sit back, relax
and enjoy fun under the stars.
	THURSDAY JUNE 19: The first Coventry Street Fair of the season runs from
6-9 p.m. Stroll over or ride your bike
to the P.E.A.C.E park for the movie
“Pee Wee’s Big Adventure” starting at
dusk and sponsored by Walk and Roll
Cleveland, a wonderful local non-profit.
Before the movie there will be a Bike Rodeo with prizes for all decorated bikes.
	THURSDAY JULY 3: At 7 p.m. under
the P.E.A.C.E arch, a wonderful band
will present an eclectic program of
soul, gospel, and cultural vocal music.
The movie “Drum Line” starts at dusk
with two local drum lines competing
against and with each other just before
the movie. The music is sponsored by
Heights Arts.
	THURSDAY JULY 17: The second Coventry Street Fair of the summer runs
from 6-9 p.m. Move over to the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park to see the classic
silent film “Metropolis,” produced in
1927 by Fritz Lang. We are blessed to
have Rare Blend who will play their
score live to accompany the film. The
film is a shortened version specifically
for accompaniment of the band. This
will be an evening to remember, and
is presented with support from the
CHUH Library.
	THURSDAY JULY 31: An evening celebration of Jewish culture starts at 7
p.m. under the P.E.A.C.E. Arch. Music
is by Yiddishe Cup, Cleveland’s premier
Klezmer band. The Marx Brothers
movie, “A Night at the Opera,” and a

short Three Stooges film start at dusk.
Stick around at the end of the movies for
a community pie throwing event. Bring
your own pie and have a deliciously
sticky good time of it.
	THURSDAY AUGUST 7: The third
Coventry Street Fair of the summer will
take place if funds are available. If the
Fair is not scheduled, the evening will
begin at dusk with some fun movie clips
shown before the feature film, “Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate
Events.” The evening is hosted by the
Goldfarb Family.
	THURSDAY AUGUST 21: This evening
will feature music by Mary Player and
Swank, a jazz, funk, and R&B band.
Music is sponsored by Mary Weems
and Bottom Dog Press, publisher of
“Cleveland Poetry Scene.” You will enjoy
an evening of Superman with cartoons,
clips and “Superman: The Movie,” starring Christopher Reeve. Kids of all ages
are encouraged to come in costume.
Sponsored by Siegel and Shuster Society,
the Cleveland-based creators of Superman.
If this isn’t enough entertainment
for you, here is more!
Local talented musicians have decided to create a musical jam session
starting June 17 and continuing on
Tuesday evenings throughout the summer from 7-9 p.m. under the Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Arch. This wonderful idea
was created by Jacob Bergson, a recent
Heights High graduate who would like
to see music on the streets of Coventry. Bring your instrument and be part
of this musical jam. Please note these
Tuesday evenings have been planned
but not yet confirmed. Watch for more
announcements.
Joanne Campbell lives in the Fairfax El
School area, but says that all of CH/UH has
been her neighborhood for the past 42 years.

CITY OF CLEVELAND HEIGHTS
JUNE 2008 MEETINGS
Meetings are held at City Hall, 40 Severance Circle, unless otherwise noted.

Sun
Mon
Mon
Tue
Tue
Thurs
Mon

1
2
2
3
3
5
9

1:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
4:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:45 pm

Tue
Wed
Mon
Mon
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Mon
Fri
Mon

10
11
16
16
17
17
18
18
23
27
30

7:40 pm
7:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:00 am
7:30 pm
5:45 pm
9:00 am
5:45 pm
1

Police Memorial Dedication
Council Committee of the Whole
City Council Meeting
Architectural Board of Review
Landmark Commission
Top of the Hill Traffic Study Public Meeting
Council Committee of the Whole/
Administrative Services Committee/
Finance Committee
Recreation Advisory Board
Planning Commission
Council Committee of the Whole
City Council Meeting
Architectural Board of Review
Citizens Advisory Committee
Financial Institutions Advisory Committee
Board of Zoning Appeals
Council Committee of the Whole
Commission on Aging
Council Committee of the Whole

City Hall
Executive Conference Room
Council Chambers
Council Chambers
Superior Schooolhouse 1
Community Center 2

Executive Conference Room
Community Center 2
Council Chambers
Executive Conference Room
Council Chambers
Council Chambers
Executive Conference Room
Executive Conference Room
Council Chambers
Executive Conference Room
A. M. McGregor Home 3
Executive Conference Room

The Superior Schoolhouse is located at Superior Road and Euclid Heights Boulevard.
2
The Community Center is located at One Monticello Boulevard at Mayfield Road.
3
The A. M. McGregor Home is located at 14900 Private Drive.
For information on any of the above meetings, please call 291-4444.
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Senior citizens receive special
Mother’s Day thank you

LITA GONZALEZ

Summer fun at Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

A senior citizen has her blood pressure checked.

Lita Gonzalez

On Friday, May 9 twenty-two senior citizens received an early Mother’s Day gift.
Cleveland Heights High School’s cosmetology program and the Diversified
Health Occupations program sponsored
Pamper Yourself From Head to Toe Day.
The seniors were able to choose from
a range of free services including hair
styling, manicure, facial, or pedicure
with an accompanying massage. Seniors
received blood pressure checks and were
presented with flowers before leaving.
Parent Ambassadors to Heights (PATH)
and the Office on Aging at the Cleveland
Heights Community Center helped to
organize the special day.
The cosmetology program’s salon
is located at the school district’s Taylor
Academy building. Starting junior year,
a student can enroll in the two-year program that features a full service salon/
learning center open during the school
year under the guidance of two licensed
instructors, Lenora Cruz-Price and
Donna Pollard. On this day, students
gave back to the community and said
thank you to the senior citizens.
Many of the special customers
commented that they did not know the
salon existed. Carol Staiger was happy
that she signed up. “I’m so glad to learn
about this resource. I had a pedicure and
it was delightful,” she said. “For seniors
on a fixed income this is a wonderful
place. The prices are very reasonable,”
explained another senior as she sat having her nails done. “I plan on coming
back again and telling all my friends
about this. I wish they were open all
year round.”
Donna Pollard, instructor for the
senior cosmetology students, demonstrated one of her techniques for teaching the proper pressure to apply when
giving a facial massage. As she stood
behind a student, Ms. Pollard slowly
moved her fingers along the student’s
forehead while the student mimicked
her movement on the client. “I used
to try teaching this through lectures,”
she explains, “but when they can feel

the correct pressure I’m exerting, they
quickly understand.” Ms. Cruz-Price
agreed that this was crucial especially
when working with senior citizens
whose skin can be thinner and more
fragile.
Throughout the long day, the students happily chatted with their clients
as they painted finger and toenails and
styled hair. Chatal Cook felt that the
entire day was a fun experience and a
good way of letting the senior citizens
know about the Cosmetology salon. In
addition to cosmetology, Chatal has a
full class-load including AP German
and AP English Composition. “I like
cosmetology. I was always told to get a
trade that would help pay for college,
and this is it.” She will attend Cleveland
State University this fall and hopes to go
to law school at Cornell University.
Two former students stopped in to
say hello to their teachers. Alaina Powell
(’07) is now attending Baldwin Wallace College and majoring in business
with a minor in entrepreneurship. She
hopes to eventually enter the athletic
training field. “I got interested in athletic training when I learned about the
anatomy and physiology of the face in
cosmetology classes,” said Powell. “The
essay that I wrote on just that subject
for my college admissions even got me
a college scholarship!” Katera Thomas
(’07) agreed. “Cosmetology prepared me
with the anatomy and physiology that I
needed for the nursing assistant course
I took.”
Residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights who would like to
visit the cosmetology salon can make
an appointment by calling 320-2372. The
salon is open during the school year,
Tuesday through Friday, 8:30 to 10:30
a.m. and from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Lita Gonzalez, a long time community
volunteer and an aspiring writer, artist and
gardener, lives in Cleveland Heights with
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are
Heights High graduates.
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Revered Ruffing teacher retires after 38 years

“Phaaaaa, Phaaaaa” she shouted out to
her neighbor who lived across the road.
Erma had lived on Oak Road in Cleveland Heights for many years. She was
true, and she was timeless. She asked
her neighbor if he could make a small
casket for her. She knew that he could
do it for her, as it was for her pussy cat
that had passed on.
Her neighbor was a tall, quiet man,
originally from Mississippi. Erma called
him Pa, but his name was Bish, short
for Bishop, and, of course, that he was
not. She looked up and into his face and
asked him again. “Sure,” he said, and off
he went to make the coffin.
It did not take him very long to finish it. Erma was very pleased and asked
“Pa” to put the cat in the box, saying
she would be with them momentarily.
When he placed the poor creature into
the box, the cat’s eyes were wide open
and staring. The fur on its little body was
standing up; it was stiff and prickly, just
like a hedgehog.
Erma came down from upstairs all
dressed up like a dog’s dinner. Her greasy
hair had been combed, and she wore a
beautiful black bold T-shirt with shiny
beaded lettering on it: The Cat That Got
Away. Her slacks were the same as always
with their shiny spots that she had worn
in over many months. Her sneakers
matched her Love that Red lipstick.
So, a few words were said over the
buried cat. Erma turned to examine the
outfit on “Pa’s” wife. It was black like
Erma’s, an unspoken kindness any good
Oak Roader would do. They sat on her
porch and sipped a glass of sherry. Erma
made a toast. She was happy now that
her dear lovely pussy cat had gone up to
Cat heaven, to begin his meows in the
Cat heaven choir. And then, they all sat
and waited for the next episode of the
Oak Roaders.
Anita King lived on Oak Road in Cleveland
Heights with her husband Bishop for over 30
years. Although she now lives in an apartment, she revels in her many memories of the
Oak Road community, affectionately known
as the Oak Roaders.
Editor’s Note: Readers are welcome and
encouraged to submit neighborhood memories, or current events, of growing up and
living in the Heights.

Courtesy of Ruffing Montessori

Anita King

Maureen Moir with her students at Ruffing
Montessori.

Carol Provan

One of the most durable fixtures of
Ruffing Montessori School on Fairmount Boulevard has been Children’s
House directress Maureen Moir, who
began her career at Ruffing in 1970 as
a classroom assistant with 3 to 5-yearold students – when the school was in
a converted cottage, a relic from the
property’s earlier identity as the Painter
Estate.

She completed the specialized Montessori training in Chicago in 1980 to
become a directress. She took over the
class in the cottage and remained there
until it was demolished in 2005 to make
way for the school’s new green facility.
“I have loved working with and being with children all my life. I can relate
to them and I understand them,” says
Maureen. The young children in her
charge have benefited from her sunny
disposition and kindness, and from her
respect for and commitment to Montessori as a guide to life. “Maria Montessori
had a vision of guiding a child to his
or her individual success. We help the
child go as far as he or she can go, to
experience success and be confident to
take on challenges.” Hundreds of Maureen’s former students look back with
gratitude at the foundation for lifelong
learning, established in those early years
of school.

Now that she’s retiring Maureen
can pursue other interests full-time.
During her career at Ruffing, she and her
sister Sally shared an antique business,
Moir Galleries, specializing in American
and European country formal pieces.
They display at larger, seasonal shows
in cities like Pittsburgh, Columbus, and
Cincinnati. Up to now, the partnership
has been one-sided. But, beginning this
summer, Maureen will be much more
available to work at the shows and to
shop for new merchandise. She will
also have more time for hobbies like
painting, reading, travel and for a new
interest: developing computer skills
to buy and sell antiques to a broader
online market. Retiring may be a new
concept for her students, but Maureen
is keeping the definition wide open.
Carol Provan is director of development for
Ruffing Montessori.

Victory garden becomes urban garden in 21st centuryPlots still available
Sarah Wean

The Canterbury neighborhood community garden began life as a World War II
Victory Garden in the early 1940’s and
continues to support urban gardening
efforts today.
One of three Cleveland Heights
community gardens, located near the
cinder path off Princeton Road next
to Canterbury Elementary School, the
garden has 35-40 plots and is run as
a partnership between the Cleveland
Heights Office on Aging, The Cuyahoga
County Extension Service and local volunteers Carol Battle and Luella Eslick.
Carol Battle has been gardening
there since the early 1980’s. “We can
always use help,” she said during a recent
volunteer cleanup on a soggy Saturday in
late May. Senior citizens receive priority
on renting a garden plot for the season,
she said, and the garden is open to all
residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.
Plots are generally 10 x 50 feet and
cost the grower a mere $20 per season.
That cost goes toward water, hoses, and
other upkeep.
Battle said the garden is a place for

SARAH WEAN

Thee Oak Roader

Charlie and Maryann Wilson of Shaker Road are longtime supporters of the garden. Charlie remembers
working the original Victory Garden as a child in 1943.

growing friendships and supporting community needs. Veteran gardeners share
their knowledge with newer gardeners
and a number of the gardeners grow
produce to donate to local food centers.
Also attending the cleanup were
Shaker Road residents Charlie and
Maryann Wilson. They’ve been tilling
their plot since 1959. Pulling weeds and
turning the earth in preparation for
this season’s planting, Charlie fondly
recalled being in the garden in 1943 as

a student at Canterbury School and participating in the war effort to grow local
food. He’s been at it ever since. “Its fun
and it’s good exercise,” said. Wilson.
Plots are available this growing
season. Teams of two people may share
a plot. Those interested in gardening
at the Canterbury Community Garden
should call Carol Battle at 321-5198.

My wife loves a glass of Shiraz.
Buy chick feed, later feed and grit.
Clean its cage, and later let it run outside.
Treat it nicely (sure, why wouldn’t I?) Young
chickens learn to trust early. (Just like me!)

they are productive for three to four years…and
they can live for 15 years?
They may outlive me?
Maybe not. Chicken salad?
Oops, just checked my local zoning laws…
Chickens are considered farm animals and
forbidden…off to Giant Eagle for eggs.

Sarah Wean is a community volunteer.

Chicken in or chicken out?
Ralph Solonitz
[Many of you have read the online discussion
about raising chickens at the Observatory
forum. Here’s Ralph Solonitz’ contribution to
the discussion. Editor.]

Cluck cluck, bark bark, or meow meow?
I’m a dog lover. My last two lived 15 years
each. Marbles and Dotty.
I like the feeling of sticking my feet under my
dog’s butt on cold winter nights. Wives are
okay for that too!
My wife Linda and I miss having a pet.
Our apartment lease prohibits having a dog.

A cat?
My sister-in law Ellen swears by them…no
walking.
Then I remember, Picky eaters and hairballs…
never mind.
My grandpa Yasha had chickens, lots of them. I
spent every summer on Yasha’s chicken farm.
South Jersey near the shore, fresh air and
fresh eggs.
Chickens? why not?
I googled pet chickens and started to read.
START
Baby chickens.
Pet chickens are a joy, a bundle of love,
affectionate,
and soon become your best friend, hey, with
my sarcasm,
I could use all the friends I can get.
This is what I’ll need.
A cage with a heat lamp.
A dish for feeding.
A cup for water (chicks love water).

WARNING
Uh oh. What’s this part?
Be prepared to clean up after it.
Chickens can peck hard, my wife too!
Chickens are not suitable with other pets. Ok.
Only child.
Cockerels will crow, (these must be the males…
hence the name…duh!) Get the chick sexed
before you buy. Sexed? Oh, find out if it’s a
girl. A hen, for the eggs, yes.
If your chicken is paying lots of attention to
your eyes and is close to your face, move it
fast. Chickens like to peck at eyes…I’ll keep
my glasses on, thank you!
When do I get to the part about the omelets?
Oh, I see here…I’ll have to wait five to six
months before the egg laying begins, and then

Giant Eagle eggs?

Cleveland Heights resident Ralph Solonitz
(artist/writer) was born in 1947 in Munich,
Germany, the son of Holocaust survivors.
He began doodling very early on...first in
German and a few years later in his new
language English. His father gave him motivational advice... “stop your doodling, you
are vasting time and vill amount to nutting”
Fast forward 55 years, thousands of dollars in
therapy and he still can’t stop doodling.
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“Before laser vision correction,
I had trouble seeing the ball.
Thanks to Cleveland Clinic
Cole Eye Institute, my hitting
and ﬁelding are better than ever.”
Jhonny Peralta
Cleveland Indians Shortstop

For Laser Vision Correction, This Shortstop
Didn’t Stop Short of the Best.
Trust Cleveland Clinic Cole Eye Institute for your laser vision correction surgery. You’ll be cared for by the same
world-renowned specialists who treat the most serious eye conditions. Ranked nationally by U.S.News & World
Report, our team of experts is by your side from consultation to post-surgery checkups.
We improved Jhonny Peralta’s vision to focus on a 90 mph fastball. Your vision should be treated to the best care, too.

Call for a free consultation at Cleveland Clinic Cole Eye Institute,
or for more information visit us at clevelandclinic.org/2020

216.445.8585

6232-CCCOLE-11.indd 1
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What are they doing now?
Heights High grads have been taking
“the road less traveled,” “marching to
the beat of their own drum,” and “thinking outside the box” when it comes to
continuing their post graduation studies. They are definitely a group that sees
the world as an extended classroom.
I would love to hear more from
Cleveland Heights and University
Heights families about what their
Heights High graduates are up to now.
Email me at lita@valancy.com.
Here’s just a sample of what some of
our recent graduates have been up to.
Class of 1999

Bayard Elfvin is a professional soccer

player (goalkeeper). He developed his
skills as a youth player with the Eastside
Kickers, was goalie for Heights High,
and was recruited to play at Ashland
University. He’s played for the Cleveland
Force, the Portland Timbers, the St.
Louis Steamers, and he now plays for
the New Jersey Ironmen. He also has
played for the U.S.A. Team in Beach
Soccer world cups in Rio de Janeiro,
Costa Rica, and Mexico.
Class of 2002

Scott Muthersbaugh completed his

degree at Elon University. He has been
a volunteer fireman, is an EMT, and is
interning as a photojournalist in Burlington, NC.
Marcie Phillips received a BFA in Ceramics and a BA in Psychology, graduating magna cum laude from Ursuline
College. She is presently the manager at
Phoenix Coffee on Coventry and traveled to Costa Rica last spring to study
more about coffee growing.
Class of 2003

John Sharpe is graduating with an

MBA in accounting from Baldwin -Wallace College (he went straight through in
a special five year program that allowed
him to get both his undergraduate and
post graduate degrees). He interned and
has a job lined up with Deloitte.
Nate Hall is at Loyola University Chicago studying law.
Ben Winger attended the country’s
top ornithology program at Cornell
University and now travels the world
continuing that work. He may be in
Peru right now.
Sam Petrey is at Depaul University
in Chicago as a violin performance
major.
Chris Pesek graduated from University
of Michigan Ross School of Business
and has a job with Intel.

Rein Lambrecht and Sabrina Kalfoun

both graduated from Case Western Reserve University and are now in medical
school.
Zev Valancy graduated as a drama major from Northwestern University. He is
living in Chicago and has been in several
local theater productions there.
Katie Vail graduated from Washington
University in St. Louis with a degree in
environmental architecture.
Erica Jones was chosen for a special
Masters Program in Accounting at Miami University because of her outstanding undergraduate performance.
Peter Eckendorf graduated from Seton
Hall University with a degree in sports
management. He worked for the Lake
Erie Monsters this winter and is the
part time mascot for the Lake County
Captains this spring.
Class of 2004

Elisabeth Pardee is graduating cum

laude in June with a double major from
Kalamazoo College. She plans on going
back to Japan with the Japan Exchange
and Teaching Program next year. JET is
a competitive program run by a collaboration of Japanese ministries and takes
about 4,000 people per year from 41
countries around the world. She spent
her junior year at Doshisha University
in Kyoto.

Class of 2005
Jon Hall is a junior at Miami University.
He is a math major and a supplemental
instructor for freshman calculus students.
Kelley Phillips is a junior at Marymount
Manhattan College in New York City. A
studio art major, she just completed a
semester abroad in Florence, Italy.
Mark Muthersbaugh is studying
abroad in Tanzania now. He will be a
senior at Oberlin College next year and
will continue swimming on the varsity
team.
Class of 2007

Rhonda Register was elected Senator
for the College of the Arts in the Undergraduate Student Government at Ohio
State University.
Susan Wherely is at Harvard University
and will be going to Africa this summer.
Noah Rosenberg-Szubski is in California designing websites.

Lita Gonzalez, a long time community
volunteer and an aspiring writer, artist and
gardener, lives in Cleveland Heights with
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are
Heights High graduates.

Phil Torres

Lita Gonzalez

Heights High alum makes global impact

Ruth DeGolia

Phil Torres

The global problem-solving skills of a
Cleveland Heights native were featured
on a nationally syndicated television show
April 23. Ruth DeGolia was featured
on the “Tyra Banks Show” for starting
the company “Mercado Global,” a trailblazing fair trade organization. Through
her company she helps women artisans
in Latin America by selling their handmade fashion products. The sales from
Mercado Global provide income to the
artisans, many of whom are widows.
DeGolia is most proud of the volume of income her company has been
able to send back to Guatemala. “It is
amazing what people can accomplish,”
DeGolia said. Her organization has
doubled its sales each year and provided
scholarships to send 237 children to
school.
DeGolia credits her experience
growing up in Cleveland Heights and

Gearity recognized as
National Model School
Michael Dougherty

Gearity Professional Development
School was named a Model School by
the International Center for Leadership
in Education based on its innovative
approaches and student achievement.
It is one of eight elementary schools
nationwide to be selected. “This is a tremendous achievement for our students,
our staff and families,” Principal Sherry
Miller said. “We operate under the core
belief that every student belongs to every adult in the building, and we strive
to make education rigorous and relevant
while inspiring the joy of learning.”
Principal Miller, math program
specialist Stephanie Myers, and the
3rd grade Gearity teaching team will
present Gearity’s success at the 2008
Model Schools Conference, the nation’s
premier conference on K-12 education
reform, in Orlando, Florida this June.
In partnership with John Carroll
University, Gearity’s focus on becoming a Professional Development School
has lead to interdisciplinary instruction
that centers on student-teacher cohorts,
joint planning, faculty collaboration,
and undergraduate and graduate learning. A JCU professor works on-site at
Gearity one day a week to support the
student-teachers’ efforts. The studentteachers attend three on-site college
courses using one-way mirrors allowing
them to observe Gearity teachers work-

attending Heights High. “Growing up
in a diverse community taught me how
to respect and interact with a range of
people. The skills I gained at Heights
High help me successfully engage and
partner with people ranging from fashion designers, highland artisans who
can neither read nor write, corporate
executives, and indigenous leaders. Our
success at building such an innovative
and powerful organization is based
on our ability to develop this range of
partnerships.”
In high school DeGolia was the
editor-in-chief of the Black and Gold
student newspaper. She says that her
newspaper teacher, Tim Scasny, was
her biggest influence at Heights High.
“He gave me a reason to be challenged,”
DeGolia said.
“When she came to an obstacle, she
found a solution for it,” Scasny said, noting that DeGolia was very enthusiastic
and cared a lot about people. “I was
blessed to have her as a student.”
After graduating from Heights
High in 2000, she went on to major in
international studies at Yale University,
where came up with the idea of Mercado
Global. “We have found a way to harness
the power of the markets to promote
good around the world. We are all about
women helping women, and looking
good in the process!”
Phil Torres is a graduating senior at
Cleveland Heights High School. He will
study journalism at Bowling Green State
University.

ing directly with the children.
Gearity uses ongoing data collection to inform instructional efforts and
achieve important short-term student
successes. According to Miller, students
have grown in their understanding of
their progress through the data. The
Soaring Stars Positive Behavior Program
provides character education for the
children. Students share examples from
one of 18 character traits being studied
and provide situations, problem solving,
and vocabulary work surrounding these
concepts. Parents are involved regularly
through newsletters and a designated
bulletin board depicting the traits, student examples of these behaviors, and
vocabulary meanings connected to the
concepts.
Staff members participate in a
mentoring program which provides
adult “buddies” to each student. Staff
and students meet weekly to talk, play
a game, work on academics, or share a
hobby. This provides strong relationships between members of the school
community who may not otherwise
have the opportunity to interact with
the children.
The Gearity campus also houses
the CH-UH City School District’s
Early Childhood Center, which recently
earned accreditation from the National
Association for the Education of Young
Children, the preeminent standard of
excellence in preschools.
Michael Dougherty is the Coordinator of
Communications for the Cleveland Heights
– University Heights City School District.
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Putting the pieces together Middle school news
Lita Gonzalez

Mix together world history, geometry,
technology and art. Combine with creative, energetic freshman. Add two
exceptional teachers and gently stir in
the experience of a ceramic artist. For
students in the Mosaic Experience, one
of the five small schools at Heights High,
this was the perfect educational recipe.
Under the guidance of social studies
teacher John Stevens, math teacher Al
De Gennaro, and ceramic artist George
Woideck, the 9th grade students in
world history and geometry classes spent
two months researching, designing and
building the mosaic mural that hangs
outside the Mosaic Experience office.
“Student-generated ideas shape
our school,” said Principal Nick Petty.
“Teachers become guides in helping
students bring a wide range of experiences.” Mosaic staff emphasize relationship building. “The grant we received
from the Jennings Foundation allowed
us to marry the geometry and world history curriculums, infusing the learning
experience with art and technology in
a way that made it fun. The mural is a
visual expression of what the students
learned.”
Five of the project workers, LaTonya
Bouldin, Jonathan Tarnay, Christopher
Rutherford, David Schellenberg, and
Ajia Mason, explained that the teachers
gave them parameters: the final piece
had to include a world map, for example.
In math classes the students learned
how to include tessellations in their
design to fit the mosaic pieces together.
Tessellations are formed when a shape

from Reaching Heights

is copied over and over again, covering a plane without any spaces, gaps
or overlaps. They then met with artist
Woideck who showed them examples
of his work.
The students initially planned to
base the world map on the GDP of
each country, but the design became
too cluttered. They decided instead to
use population as the sole factor for
determining the size of the countries.
Geometry teacher De Gennaro
recalls: “Students had to take what they
were learning in class and apply those
concepts to the design. They had to fit
corners, shapes and rotations, the mechanics of how to pieces fit together.”
De Gennaro would love to find more
artists to work on collaborative projects.
“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could
find a glass blower willing to work with
students to build a Galileo Thermometer or an artist to build a unique working sun dial? It’s all about marrying the
core subjects with technology and art to
make these concepts come alive.”
“We learn all these things in school,”
said David Schellenberg. “Subconsciously we know how things work, but
to actually work on this project and see
the final mural, it changed how we view
the world.”
“And,” Jonathan Tarnay added, “it
makes it so much easier to find the
Mosaic office.”

Patrick Mullen

At Reaching Heights, we celebrate the
great work going on in our schools. Our
neighborhood newsletters focus on each
elementary school and include news
from our three middle schools. Fuller
versions of these stories can be found
online at reachingheights.org/news/
newsletters/. Patrick Mullen is executive
director of Reaching Heights.
Happy to be Home: “I am at Monticello because I wanted to come home,”
said Sheldon Smith, Monticello Middle
School’s first-year principal. “I graduated from Heights High and I wanted
to come back to the CH-UH district
and make a difference in the lives of
our young people.” He’s excited with
the district’s emphasis on developing
teachers and finds the staff at Monticello eager to move students forward.
He’s looking forward to the One To
One Learning initiative, as part of which
Monticello students will receive laptop
computers next fall. Before coming to
Monticello, Mr. Smith was a teacher and
principal in the Cleveland Metropolitan
School District. He is a graduate of
Morehouse College and has an MBA
from Clark Atlanta University and an
education certificate from Cleveland
State University. He has two children
who attend CH-UH schools. Joy Henderson is Reaching Heights assistant director.
Conferences star students: As a
mother of four, I’ve attended many
parent-teacher conferences. This year,
my oldest child is at Roxboro Middle
School and I attended my first conference with the Extreme Team, one of two
sixth-grade teaching teams. In the past,

Lita Gonzalez, a long time community
volunteer and an aspiring writer, artist and
gardener, lives in Cleveland Heights with
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are
Heights High graduates.

my children stayed home as I discussed
their progress with their teachers. This
year my son attended the conference.
His four team teachers – math, science, English, and social studies – spoke
directly to him, offering comments
and critiques about his schoolwork, responsibility, and workload. They offered
advice and friendly smiles. I listened and
learned about my child and his Roxboro
experience. These teachers know my
son. “Conferences that include students
use the beauty of teaming at the middle
school level and give students an important role in their own learning,” says
assistant principal Allison Byrd. This
type of conference will become more
common in the next few years. Kirsten
Radivoyevitch is a Roxboro parent.
Learning from college counterparts:
Wiley Middle School student council
members attended a student government meeting at John Carroll University earlier in the school year and were
impressed with its efficiency. “No one
spoke out of turn or went on at length,”
Wiley Council President Geoffrey
Golden said. “What impressed me was
how quickly they moved on once an issue was resolved,” said Golden. He and
seven other council members observed
the meeting as part of Wiley’s relationship with JCU which, this year, has
included collaboration on three service
projects. When John Carroll Student
Government President Andy Costigan
came to Wiley for a brainstorming session, three ideas emerged: a communitybased effort, a national project, and an
international endeavor.
Bill Kramer is aWiley parent.

The history detectives of Noble School

LITA GONZALEZ

Noble Elementary School Students

Photo caption: Mosaic project workers. From left to right, David Schellenberg, LaTonya Bouldin,
Ajia Mason, Christopher Rutherford and Jonathan Tarnay.

New Montessori High School holds open house
Jean Buchanan

Montessori High School at University
Circle will host prospective students
and parents at an admissions open house
on Saturday, June 21. The first high
school of its kind in Northeast Ohio,
MHS will open this Fall with 45 students
in grades nine through eleven.
The program begins at the Cleveland Botanical Garden, 11030 East Blvd.,
Cleveland, at 9 a.m. and ends at noon
on the MHS campus at 10923 Magnolia
Drive. Prospective students will meet
faculty and staff, hear a presentation
on the new school and the Montessori learning and teaching methods,
and meet representatives from the
program’s University Circle “partner
institutions,” the Natural History Mu-

seum, the Cleveland Institute of Music,
Western Reserve Historical Society, and
the Cleveland Botanical Gardens. Each
institution will play a key role in the
students’ education and provide staging
areas for student study and work. The
MHS campus consists of two historical mansions, a new science laboratory
and greenhouse, student residence, and
campus green.
To reserve a place on the tour call
421-3033, or email the admissions office
at jeanbuchannan@montessorihighschool.org.
Jean Buchanan is director of institutional
advancement at the Montessori High School
at University Circle and lives in Cleveland
Heights.

The third graders in Mr. Sustar’s and
Ms. Smith-Peterson’s classes at Noble
Elementary School have become history detectives. We found out about the
history of Noble School and our neighborhood. First, we split into research
groups and then we looked through
books. We also looked at photographs,
an old school yearbook and maps. Noble
parent Mazie Adams helped us with
this project. We interviewed a real-life
history detective, Mrs. Kara Hamley
O’Donnell, who is the preservationist
for the city of Cleveland Heights. Then
we went on a walk around the school
and down Noble Road to visit the places
we learned about.
Our research group studied the history of the Noble school buildings. We
learned about the 1876 one-room school
building, the 1910 school designed by
Harlen E. Shimmin, and the current
school built in 1922. As more people
moved to Cleveland Heights, they had
to make the school building bigger and
bigger.
We went outside to “read” the
building and discovered many things:
new walls and old walls (the bricks are
darker on the old walls and there are

also sandstone parts). The original window openings are covered with 1970s
black windows. We found the new wall
where students buried time capsules in
1974 and looked at the 1954 addition.
We learned a lot just by looking at the
building. We had a good time being history detectives! It was fun to learn about
the history of Noble school, the people
inside the school and the neighborhood
around it.
Authors Charlie, Jala, K’vaughn and
Lucille are third graders in Mr. Sustar’s class
at Noble Elementary School in Cleveland
Heights. Mazie Adams, who assisted them,
is a board member of Cleveland Heights
Historical Society and the PTA president at
Noble School.
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216–320–1423 • www.futureheights.org

15
heights observer June 3, 2008				join
the conversation at www.heightsobserver.org

HONDA / TOYOTA / SCION

Serving the Heights since 1986.
If you haven’t experienced the unbelievable customer service of Motorcars Honda and Toyota in Cleveland
Heights, simply ask your friends or neighbors about our reputation. With over 20,000 satisfied customers, its
not hard to find someone in the Heights community who is a Motorcars “Customer for Life”.
Here are some of the ways we make buying and servicing your Honda or Toyota at Motorcars an easy decision -

SERVICE UNTIL 3AM
FREE CAR WASHES
DOWNTOWN SERVICE CENTERS

ONLINE SERVICE APPOINTMENTS
FREE 10 YEAR/100,000 MILE
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Call for more details on our rewards program and how
we create “Customers for Life”

2950, 2953 & 2888 Mayfield Rd

*
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www.motorcarscleveland.com
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(Located at the corner of Superior
and Mayfield Rds.)
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216-932-2400

Cleveland Heights, 44118

MAYFIELD RD

CEDAR RD
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You design your lifestyle.
Judson makes it happen.

The Judson experience is all about Smart Living – living the way you choose.
Whether you live at Judson or in your home, you have plenty of options to take
charge of your life’s direction. Discover limitless opportunities. Call (216) 791-2436
or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle
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