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Anne McFarland

With about 800 vacant houses in Cleve-
land Heights, foreclosures are a primary 
community concern. Three panelists 
addressed this issue at a program spon-
sored by the League of Women Voters 
on June 12 at Cleveland Heights City 
Hall. Rick Wagner, manager of hous-
ing programs for the city of Cleveland 
Heights, Kathryn Lad, executive di-
rector of the Home Repair Resource 
Center (HRRC), and Scott Wachter 
of the Cleveland Federal Community 
Leadership Institute spoke to an audi-
ence of about 40 citizens.
 Wagner stated that of the 13,000 
single family dwellings and 1,260 two-
family dwellings in Cleveland Heights, 
about 800 are vacant and 300 of those 
are in active foreclosure proceedings.
 He said he saw the beginnings of 
today’s problem in the late 1990s when 
changes in banking regulations and 
unscrupulous appraisers, among other 
factors, bled equity from properties and 
enabled loans to be sold to out-of-state 

banks. Many people fell for get-rich-
quick real estate promotions and bought 
blocks of houses, hoping to become 
millionaires.
 Three city programs are in place 
to aid the community. Community 
Development Block Grant money is 
being used to finance the conversion of 
a group of doubles to condominiums 
on East Derbyshire between Cottage 
Grove and Lee roads. This investment 
will create a new neighborhood.

continued on page 10

Residents share ideas for Cedar-Fairmount
Deanna Bremer Fisher 

Enhancing livability in the Cedar-Fair-
mount business district was the topic 
of discussion at the Cleveland Heights 
Community Center on June 5. In the 
first of three planned public meetings, 
residents, business owners, consultants, 
and public officials focused on trans-
portation. Representatives from City 
Architecture and Michael Baker Jr., 
Inc. presented their analysis of existing 
conditions in the district and attendees 
shared their reactions and ideas.
 The city has formed a steering com-
mittee of residents, business owners and 
other stakeholders to guide the planning 
process. Funding is provided by the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency (NOACA)’s Transportation for 
Livable Communities Initiative.
 “One of the main goals of the proj-
ect is to provide a balance between the 
vehicular traffic, bicycle traffic and the 
pedestrian realm. Currently, that balance 
does not exist and the vehicle is favored,” 
says project architect Paul Volpe.
 Cedar Road is currently six lanes in 
the Cedar-Fairmount business district. 
According to a traffic study conducted 
by Michael Baker Jr., Inc. the morning 
peak hour sees approximately 1,400 
cars traveling westbound through the 
district and 2,800 cars travel westbound 
down Cedar Hill. In the evening, the 
situation is reversed. Roughly 2,800 cars 
travel eastbound up Cedar Hill. About 
1,250 of those veer left to Euclid Heights 
Boulevard, while about 1,500 continue 
eastbound through the district.

 “There was strong support for the pre-
liminary notion of narrowing the roadway 
(possibly removing a traffic lane) in order 
to provide wider sidewalks that would 
better serve as public space and support 
the businesses along Cedar Road,” says 
Volpe. “We heard from attendees wanting 
nicer landscaping along the street, better 
signage for the district and more effective 
pedestrian amenities such as benches, 
waste receptacles and bicycle racks.”
 Participants raised several issues. The 
south side of Cedar Road from the auto 
repair shop to the bank is unpleasant for 
pedestrians. It is difficult and unsafe for 
pedestrians to cross Cedar Road. Park-
ing in the district is difficult because of 
poor signage and the existing garage is 
inadequate and dated. Sidewalks in front 
of the Heights Center Building are too 
narrow.
 Participants said they wanted better 
connections to the rapid transit sta-
tion at the bottom of Cedar Hill; more 
on-street parking; wider sidewalks and 
more public amenities; a family-friendly, 
breakfast destination; improved bus 

Heights moms 
organize toy 
drive for flood 
victims

continued on page 10

A boarded up house on Randolph Road in the 
Oxford neighborhood of Cleveland Heights.

A breakout group shares ideas for improvements 
to the Cedar-Fairmount business district.

Captured at the intersection of Fairmount Blvd. and Coventry Road is a 
Smart car surrounded by six gigantic SUV’s. One wonders how a paleon-
tologist would interpret this scene.

Hugh Fisher is a Cedar-Fairmount resident.
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Deanna Bremer Fisher 

Summer vacation is well underway, but 
for many kids in Iowa, life is hardly 
idyllic. Severe flooding has led to evacu-
ations and road closures. As flood waters 
recede and families are able to return to 
their homes, their focus will be on es-
sential survival needs: shelter, food and 
safe water. Meanwhile, children’s toys 
have been ruined.
 Two Cleveland Heights moms de-
cided they could help. “We said, ‘we can 
do this!’” said Nivi Engineer, a mother 
of three young boys. She and friend 
Sue Maher have organized a toy drive 
to aid flood victims. Sue has family ties  
in Iowa and knows firsthand of the 
devastation.
 The women call their effort Sum-
mer Santa. Nivi’s friend Daniela Dorsey 
created a graphic of Santa delivering a 
bag full of toys while wearing rain boots. 
Nivi and Sue set up a website and or-
ganized local organizations to become 
drop off centers for donations and help 
with publicity.
 Donations of new or like-new toys 
will be accepted at several Heights lo-
cations until July 15. Beachwood Place 
mall will consolidate donations and ship 
them to the American Red Cross, which 
will manage distribution in Iowa. The 
Red Cross has set up several shelters in 
the affected areas and will distribute the 
toys to children staying there.
 Nivi requests that donors not send 
items that are wooden or made of cloth. 
“I would be concerned about them be-
coming susceptible to mold,” she said. 
She also suggests that items be placed 
in a bag or backpack labeled on the 
outside with the age and gender of the 
intended child so that they will be easy 
to transport when the child is able to 
return back home. “Backpacks 

continued on page 4
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Correction  

Resident David Hunt was misidenti-

fied in a photo appearing with the 

article “Budget cut spurs citizen 

action” in Volume 1, Number 3 of 

the Heights Observer.
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Judi Miles

Whether local, regional or national, 
it seems there are but five topics that 
dominate the news these days: the 
2008 presidential election, the war in 
Iraq, the high price of gasoline, global 
warming, and the foreclosure crisis. This 
may be one of the few times in history 
when national issues feel extremely 
local. With the exception of an actual 
home invasion, a homeowner is unlikely 
to feel more vulnerable, then when a 
house nearby is under foreclosure and, 
subsequently, boarded up.
 Vacant houses invite vandalism. A 
thriving underground market for copper 
and aluminum is enabled by “look the 
other way” scrap yards and contractors 
who accept and pay for the raw materi-
als. But for the tell-tale notices posted 
on doors or windows, one might not 
even know whether a home is in fore-
closure or vacant for some other reason. 
And sometimes, it doesn’t matter. But, 
recently, something has caused me to 
hope that opportunities exist to turn 
the crisis around -something that re-
minds me of why we bought our house 
in the Heights 12 years ago.
 When vacant houses are on YOUR 
block, they are not just distracting eye-
sores or nuisances but real threats to 
your household’s well-being and future. 
Recently, a home on my block, which 
has been in varying degrees of vacancy 
over the 12 years I have lived here, and 
is vacant now, had raccoon traps on 
the roof for about two weeks -a nice 
welcoming touch for the house across 
the street with the “for sale” sign in the 
front yard. Any thought my husband and 
I had of moving and taking advantage of 
the lower housing prices has vanished. 
We don’t believe we can sell our house 
first. So what do we do?
 A recent letter to the editor in the 
Heights Observer asked “how will the city 
respond” to the foreclosure crisis? Like 
most of the country, our community is 
weathering a blistering assault on our 
home values (consensus seems to be 
valuation reductions from 10 to 30%). 
There is no breezy response available 
from our city. These are unprecedented 
times whose layers of complexity are 
still being peeled away.
 While our leadership formalizes its 
strategies, individuals can still do much. 
Amidst windows with legal notices, but 
no shades or curtains, there exists hope. 
My parents, Depression Era babies, 
bought a $17,000 home in Akron in 
1960, shortly after I was born. They sold 
the house 40 years later for less than 
$80,000. Over the years, they probably 
put over $40,000 into the house and I 
don’t think the eventual re-sale value 
ever concerned them.
 Good investment? Debatable, but 
it was a great home in which to raise 
a family and every family on our block 
“owned” the block. They watched the 
homes of vacationing neighbors and in-
stilled a sense of community that seems 
to only exist today on TV-Land reruns.
 So, what do we do? Maybe this gen-
eration, with our own “housing depres-
sion,” can take a few pointers from the 
pluckiness of the last Great Generation 
and go back to basics.
 We can pick up the inevitable lit-

ter that accumulates on an abandoned 
property. After all, this is still your block 
and the presence of litter reflects the 
attitude of the whole neighborhood. 
Unless there are “keep off the grass or 
property” signs posted, pick up the lit-
ter. You might even consider mowing 
the lawn of a vacant home.
 We can help the city do its job by 
reporting neglected properties, with spe-
cific addresses and details about the prob-
lems, to the Cleveland Heights housing 
inspection department or the University 
Heights building department. They will 
come out and inspect the properties and 
cite the owner, if appropriate.
 We can hold block parties that help 
maintain the sense of “neighbor” in a “neigh-
borhood.” Contact the University Heights 
community coordinator or the Cleveland 
Heights department of community services 
and give them your dates. Do not underes-
timate the power of gatherings.
 Two of my most cherished memories 
occurred during unexpected “disasters” – 
the Great Blackout of 2003 and a recent 
late winter snowstorm that dropped 18 
inches within 24 hours. Each time, most 
of the block spilled into the streets and 
we grilled (during the blackout) and shov-
eled (after the snowstorm) and laughed 
with a deep sense of community that 
relied on no technology or edicts from 
our leadership. We simply did what we 
had to do. In time, with a little effort, 
every thing took care of itself.
 And we can remember that as 
trying as these times are, this is just a 
chapter in our history, not the whole 
book. Nature has a way of dealing with 

the ebbs by providing flow for the next 
generation.
 Recently, I realized that a young 
man who grew up across the street from 
me was in the neighborhood even more 
often than before. Since his parents, who 
raised a close-knit family, still live across 
the street with his younger brothers, he 
had remained a familiar sight through 
the years. But, with a young wife and two 
small children, he was often around only 
on the weekends. Yet, there he was, prac-
tically every day, and early in the evening 
at that. Finally, catching some time with 
him, we struck up a conversation about 
the changing neighborhood. It was then 
my heart was warmed. The downturn in 
the economy, along with the resulting 
decrease in house values has afforded his 
young family the opportunity to move 
into one of the homes in foreclosure on 
the next block.
 This news far outweighs the disap-
pointment I had felt over the apparent 
reduction in our home’s value. We ini-
tially bought our house because it had 
such a wonderful mix of old and young, 
quiet elders and joyfully noisy children. 
Thanks to the downturn, I am able to 
envision a future of the same.
 Sometimes, the value of a home can-
not be measured by the value of a house.

Judi Miles and her husband Steve live in the 
Noble-Monticello neighborhood where they 
stay busy and happy gardening in the Oxford 
Community Garden and planning the next 
block party with their neighbors.

Foreclosure and hope in the Heights

Sam ‘n ella’s tomato stand

Cleveland Heights resident Ralph Solonitz (artist/writer) was born in 1947 in Munich, Ger-
many, the son of Holocaust survivors. He began doodling very early on...first in German and a 
few years later in his new language English. His father gave him motivational advice...”stop your 
doodling, you are vasting time and vill amount to nutting”. Fast forward 55 years, thousands 
of dollars in therapy and he still can’t stop doodling.
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Suphie Wesner

As I look forward to studying for a mas-
ter’s degree in comparative journalism at 
the University of Swansea, Wales, I feel 
that I can finally assess how the Heights 
area has affected me. As a Shaker 
Heights resident throughout high school 
and later an undergraduate linguistics 
student at Cleveland State University, I 
have grown to know Cleveland Heights 
thoroughly, thanks in large part to a good 
friend whom I’ll call “Monica,” a native 
of Cleveland Heights.
 In my first semester at Cleveland 
State, I attended a fraternity party with 
Monica. We met a Heights High alum-
nus there who greeted us by announcing 
that nowhere else in the country but in 
the Heights area could the label “tree 
lawn” describe the thin strip of grass 
which precedes lawns. He said so in a 
good-natured manner, betraying his af-
fection for a culture that would so label 
an obscure architectural accoutrement.
 Monica used to inform me accu-
rately about Cleveland Heights laws, 
note which meters afforded the longest 
parking, and teach me which specialty 
drinks to ask for on our trips to coffee 
shops. She would insist upon shortcuts 
to other suburbs through winding 
Cleveland Heights streets.
 Early on, Monica and I spent most 
of our free time gallivanting about 
the Heights, scouting out late movies 
at the Cedar-Lee Theater, and visit-
ing numerous coffee houses that were 

consistently open past 11:00. Before I 
knew her, however, I became acquainted 
with Cleveland Heights largely through 
outings with my family to Borders at 
Severance Center, the Stone Oven, and 
Zagara’s or Marc’s for groceries.
 Cleveland Heights engendered 
some of my fondest and most en-
trenched memories of adolescence. I 
dreamily remember the pleasant drives 
my family and I took to get a bite to 
eat at the Stone Oven, for example. 
My Dad, who often accompanied my 
brother and me, would indulge with us 
in light nutritious fare such as turkey 
club sandwiches (before I turned veg-
etarian) with couscous. I would try to 
concentrate on homework in the midst 
of meandering jazz music, giggling after 
a stop in the lavatory where the portrait 
of a charming female nude with visible 
underarm hair faced the mirror.
 When I was older and could drive, I 
explored Cleveland Heights more inde-
pendently. I won’t forget the French film 
at the Cedar-Lee Theatre I went out to 
see with “Business French” classmates 
in college: it told the story of board-
ing school boys in World-War-II-era 
France whose inspirational music teacher 
compelled them to band together as a 
heavenly choir. The touching ending was 
accompanied scenes of the French coun-
tryside and paper airplanes with goodbye 
notes inscribed being flown towards the 
departing teacher by his grateful students. 
The black ceiling fans in the Cedar-Lee 
whirred above as I held my tears back 

to peer around at other spectators’ reac-
tions. Afterwards, my class and I headed 
over to Jillian’s bar for some pool, fries, 
and beer, an outing which my French 
professor politely declined to attend in 
order to maintain a boundary between 
personal and scholarly life.
 In short, Cleveland Heights, espe-
cially “downtown,” has often inspired 
awe, as do most cultural and infrastruc-
tural aspects of Cleveland (I migrated to 
the city with my family from Zanesville, 
an economically depressed southeastern 
Ohio town of comparable population to 
Cleveland Heights). But I am also aware 
that when one has the luxury to reflect 
at leisure about a locale, it is probably 

time to move on. I will remember Cleve-
land Heights as the place where Shaker 
Heights students went to mingle with 
a new flock, the source of a rival team 
in renowned yet rowdy football games, 
as well as the more commercial district 
where I would go as an adolescent to 
seek fun outside of sometimes staid 
Shaker territory.

Suphie Wesner is a linguistics and French 
language graduate of Cleveland State Uni-
versity and a Shaker Heights High School 
alumna. She plans to pursue graduate school 
in journalism in the future and currently 
enjoys her position as an assistant teacher at 
True Sisters Day Care Center.

A Shakerite’s ode to her Cleveland Heights neighbor

Matthew Williams

Dear mother, dear mother, the church is cold, 
But the ale-house is healthy and pleasant and warm; 
Besides I can tell where I am used well, 
Such usage in Heaven will never do well.

My favorite pub in the world is the 
Wheatsheaf. It’s in a hamlet called 
Westwood near a village called South-
fleet in Kent, England to be precise. 
It was built in 1414, probably hasn’t 
changed all that much and was the first 
in the county to ban smoking. In the 
winter, there is a fire and in the summer 
there is an excellent beer garden. They 
also serve real ale. It’s not fizzy, served 
at room temperature and a light variety 
thankfully does not exist. You hear the 
same conversations in there as in the 
pubs and bars in Cleveland Heights: 
people complaining about work, gossip-
ing about the locals and men generally 
talking about things that happened to 
them while driving.
 The beer garden is surprisingly 
common in Britain. Our weather is rare-
ly good enough to benefit from them. 
They are very much a place for families 
and can provide the perfect day out 
for a holiday or weekend. There does 
not seem to be many of them around 
here, but I suppose an air-conditioned 
room is preferable given the oppressive 
humidity of the summer months.
 Something that has always intrigued 
me about pubs is the conversations that 

must have taken place under their roofs 
over the years. In the course of the 
last six hundred years, the locals at the 
Wheatsheaf would have lived and drunk 
through witch trials, the split from the 
Catholic Church, the dissolution of the 
monarchies, Puritanism, hundreds of 
years of French conflict, the Industrial 
Revolution, two World Wars – oh, and 
of course finding and losing a strange, 
faraway country called America.
 Eavesdropping on conversations in 
a new country is lots of fun, as is learn-
ing new dialects and trying to place the 
various accents – so far I can generally 
place east coast (Boston in particular), 
mid west, and west coast (often sounds 
like, a question?). I like to justify this by 
saying that I’m a linguist, but nosiness 
is definitely a factor.
 The one thing in most Heights pubs 
and bars that the Wheatsheaf lacks is 
television. I love sports bars, and I love 
the fact that I can see soccer and rugby 
in bars here, but my attention wanes 
when anyone wants to talk with me 
for any time longer than an ad break. 
Surprisingly, the best conversations 
seem to take place outside the pub, 
where smokers huddle together, united 
in their status as outcasts. Maybe it is 
an antisocial habit, but it’s also a good 
way to make new friends.
 I must confess that, as an ex-smoker 
myself, I’m not entirely happy about the 
ongoing victimization of the tobacco 

addict. There seems to be an effort to 
herd rather than entice them into ever 
smaller places outside. (The psychiatric 
ward at MetroHealth even makes its 
patients leave the building to smoke. I 
personally consider this cruel and pos-
sibly a battle which could be lost to win a 
war.) I know we’re healthier as a result of 
this, but has anyone noticed how much 
more you can smell without the smoke? 
Fried food or cigarettes? Neither one is 
particularly pleasant.
 So, my fear is that when someone 
sits down for a drink at one of our 
watering holes hundreds of years from 
now, they will wonder what it was like 
to watch the Cleveland Indians, the 
Cavaliers or the Browns win titles over 
the years.

Heights watering holes spark conversation

www.zagarasmarketplace.com
family owned since 1936

0

JULY 3: R&B/Jazz/Folk/Reggae music by 
Hue People followed by DRUMLINE (the movie) 
Sponsored by Heights Community Congress.

JULY 17: METROPOLIS  the Fritz Lang 1927 
silent movie classic with live accompaniment by the 
jazz-rock-fusion band Rare Blend. Co-sponsored 
by CH-UH Libraries and Walk&Roll Cleveland.

JULY 24: DANCE PARTY! Put on your 
dancing shoes for a night of classic Music Videos. 
Co-sponsored by Big Fun and the Grog Shop

JULY 31: Cleveland’s premiere Klezmer band 
Yiddishe Cup  followed by The Marx Brothers’
A NIGHT AT THE OPERA, followed by a 
Three Stooges short and yes...A PIE FIGHT!
BYOP...bring your own pies.
Music and film sponsored by The Maltz Museum. 

Coventry P.E.A.C.E. and 
Coventry Village present

MOVIES 
UNDER

THE STARS
Thursdays at the 
Coventry School 

PEACE Playground 
Music from 7-9 PM 

 Films shown at dusk (9-ish)
This event is Free to the Public.

Bigfun_HtsObserver16V.indd   1 6/24/08   9:01:18 PM

 The quotations above and below are 
from ‘The Little Vagabond’ by William 
Blake. A man who knew what he was 
talking about.

But if at the church they would give us some ale, 
And a pleasant fire our souls to regale,
We’d sing and we’d pray all the live-long day, 
Nor ever once wish from the church to stray.

Matthew Williams is a professional freelance 
English language trainer living with his wife 
in the Heights.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
Cleveland Heights City Council 
Meeting Highlights
Monday, May 5, 2008 meeting

First Suburbs supports county 
land bank
Council Member Ken Montlack re-
ported that the First Suburbs Consor-
tium Executive Committee supports 
County Treasurer Jim Rokakis’s county 
land bank proposal, but asserts that the 
land bank’s not-for-profit board needs to 
include representation from the First 
Suburbs Consortium. The committee 
also endorses the Governor’s Build-
ing Ohio Jobs Program even though it 
no longer includes a neighborhood or 
downtown revitalization piece.

Sewer line service fees
Council raised fees for flushing private 
sewer lines from $50 to $100 for work 
performed during normal city business 
hours and from $75 to $200 outside 
those hours. For households with home-
stead exemptions, fees will increase 
from $25 to $50 during business hours 
and from $50 to $100 outside those 
hours. The fee for video inspection 
of sewers will be $100. The new fees 
are still lower than those of a private 
contractor.

Houses declared nuisances
Two foreclosed houses on Kildare Road 
(3376 and 3377 Kildare) were declared 
nuisances, authorizing the city to un-

Cleveland Heights City Council highlights
dertake repairs. Rehabilitation of 3376 
will cost about $17,400; 3377, at least 
$15,500.

Wage freeze for employees
Council approved a labor agreement 
with the city’s public works employ-
ees allowing a three-year wage freeze. 
Council Member Mark Tumeo, vice 
chair of city council’s administrative 
services committee, thanked the union 
for sharing the burden of balancing the 
city’s budget.

Field House fees raised
Council raised yearly fees for commu-
nity center field house passes, effective 
June 1, 2008:
• Young adults ages 18–24: $165
• Adults ages 25–59: $192
• Adults over age 60: $99
•  Families (one adult plus spouse/partner 

and children under age 18): $312

No tax proposal for August ballot
Mayor Ed Kelley stated emphatically 
that no tax increase proposal would be 
on the August ballot. 

LWV observers: Katherine Solender and 
Blanche Valancy. Report summarized and 
edited by Maryann Barnes.

Monday, May 19, 2008 meeting

AT&T equipment at Turtle Park
AT&T planned to install new equip-
ment, needed for its expansion into 
television, on its current easement at 

Turtle Park, which is at the corner of 
Euclid Heights Blvd. and Hampshire 
Rd. However, council members, frus-
trated by the unsightly utility boxes, 
recommended that new equipment be 
placed where there would be better 
screening from public view.

Natural gas services
Council authorized continuation of the 
Gas Aggregation Program with Integrys 
Energy Services, Inc. for providing natu-
ral gas services to Cleveland Heights 
residents and businesses. The new price 
will likely be higher than the current 
rate of $9.92 per thousand cubic feet. 
This service is not mandatory.

Cedar Hill project update
The Cedar-Fairmount traffic study, 
which is related to the Top of the Hill 
project, is just beginning to collect stake-
holder and public feedback. NOACA 
(Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinat-
ing Agency) is funding the study.

Parking fines raised
Effective July 1, 2008, most parking fines 
will increase by $5.00. Illegal parking 
in handicap spaces will increase steeply 
to $100.

Vicious dogs
Council voted to require owners of “vi-
cious dogs” [defined as all pit bulldogs 
and any other kind of dog on record for 
biting someone] to register the dogs an-
nually with the animal warden and show 
proof of insurance. The code change 
also increased permit costs.

Council welcomes phone calls
Council Member Nancy Dietrich as-
sured citizens that phoning council 
members at home is appropriate and 
welcome.

Progress towards regionalization
Mayors and city managers from sixteen 
northeast Ohio counties met May 15 
to consider regional planning and tax 
sharing. The phase one report “led to 
the discovery of what many have been 
preaching for many years; not only is 
tax sharing required, but real regional 
planning is a must. Directing resources 
to the urban core is essential.”Council 
Member Ken Montlack cautioned that 
obstacles remain, but the leadership 

and support of exurban mayors dem-
onstrated real progress. Eventually the 
Ohio Assembly must act to mandate 
changes in regional governance but 
Montlack expressed optimism that state 
legislators are noticing how regional ills 
affect the entire state.

No city plans for Coventry School
Mayor Ed Kelley made it clear that, 
despite speculation, council has neither 
plans nor money to authorize the city 
to purchase or tear down Coventry 
school.

LWV observers: Carol Gibson and Kay 
Heylman
Report summarized and edited by Maryann 
Barnes

These summaries of LWV Cuyahoga Area-
Heights Chapter reports of Cleveland Heights 
City Council meetings contain member obser-
vations and selected highlights. They are not 
official statements by the League of Women 
Voters. This disclaimer must accompany any 
redistribution of these reports.

To subscribe to listserv postings of the full 
reports send an email to lwv_chuhreports-
request@chuh.net and place “subscribe” in 
the subject field. Each posting includes self 
unsubscribe instructions.

Council meetings can be viewed on Cable 
Channel 23 daily at 9 a.m., 2 p.m., 8 p.m., 
and 2 a.m. 

 
Date Event Info Location 
July 3 UH Symphonic Band 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
July 3 Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun heightsobserver.org Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground 
July 10 Swing Time Big Band 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
July 11-13 Cain Park-Cleveland Heights 371-3000 Cain Park Arts Festival 
July 17 Clear Fork Bluegrass Quartet 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
July 17 Coventry Street Arts Fair 556-0927 Historic Coventry Village 
July 17 Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun heightsobserver.org Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground and Arch 
July 24 Straight-Six Dixie Band 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
July 31 UH Symphonic Band 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
July 31 Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun heightsobserver.org Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground and Arch 
August 7 Blue Lunch 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
August 7 Coventry Street Arts Fair 556-0927 Historic Coventry Village 
August 7 Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun heightsobserver.org Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground and Arch 
August 10 Discover Cedar-Fairmount Festival cedarfairmount.org Cedar-Fairmount District 
August 12 Rock-The-Block Festival 561-3530 Cedar Lee District 
August 14 Yiddishe Cup Klezmer Band 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
August 21 Frank Moravcik Polka Band 932-7800 UH Summer Band Concert-Wiley Middle School 
August 21 Music, Movies, and Just Plain Fun heightsobserver.org Coventry P.E.A.C.E Playground and Arch 

Call for more information or visit our community calendar at www.heightsobserver.org 

Cleveland Heights and University Heights
Summer Fun Guide 2008

CITY OF CLEVELAND HEIGHTS
JULY 2008 MEETINGS

*The holiday will only affect Friday’s refuse and recycling collection.  Pick-up will be on Saturday.
1 The Superior Schoolhouse is located at Superior Road and Euclid Heights Boulevard.

For information on any of the above meetings, please call 291-4444.

Meetings are held at City Hall, 40 Severance Circle, unless otherwise noted.
Tue   1    4:00 pm Architectural Board of Review Council Chambers
Tue   1   5:30 pm Landmark Commission Superior Schooolhouse 1

Fri   4    City Hall & Community Center Closed for Independence Day*
Mon   7    5:45 pm Council Committee of the Whole              Executive Conference Room
Mon   7    7:30 pm City Council Meeting Council Chambers
Wed   9    7:00 pm Planning Commission Council Chambers
Fri 11    3-8 pm Cain Park Arts Festival Cain Park, Lee & Superior
Sat 12    10-8 pm Cain Park Arts Festival Cain Park, Lee & Superior
Sun 13    12-5 pm Cain Park Arts Festival Cain Park, Lee & Superior
Mon 14    5:45 pm Council Committee of the Whole/

       Municipal Services Committee Executive Conference Room
Tue 15   4:00 pm Architectural Board of Review Council Chambers
Wed 16    7:30 pm Board of Zoning Appeals Council Chambers
Mon 21    5:45 pm Council Committee of the Whole Executive Conference Room
Mon 21    7:30 pm City Council Meeting Council Chambers
Mon 28    5:45 pm Council Committee of the Whole Executive Conference Room

MOMS, continued from page 1 
are great because the kids will be able 
to use them for school in the fall.”
Items can be dropped off at any of the 
following locations in the Heights:
•  Church of the Saviour United Method-

ist Church, 2537 Lee Rd.
•  Heights Parent Center, 14780 Superior 

Rd.
•  Progressive Urban Real Estate, 2026 

Lee Rd.
•  Ruffing Montessori School, 3380  

Fairmount Blvd.
•  St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2747  

Fairmount Blvd.
 Monetary donations can be made 
to the American Red Cross (www.grant-
wood-redcross.org/index.html?gwatitle.
htm&1 or 1-800-REDCROSS) or to the 
Mercy Foundation Employee Flood 
Relief Fund (www.mercycare.org or 
319-398-6206), the local hospital, which 
although impacted by the flood, is now 
back in operation and providing direct 
assistance to victims.
 Nivi and Sue are impressed with 
the outpouring of creativity and con-
cern that the Heights community has 
shown in a short period of time. They 
encourage parents to get their children 
involved. “Children can help collect 
toys, write a letter or send a picture 
with your donation,” said Nivi, “It’s 
important that our kids can connect 
with the kids in Iowa to let them know 
we’re thinking of them.”
 For more information visit:
www.boundlessflight.com/summersanta.
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For Laser Vision Correction, This Shortstop  
Didn’t Stop Short of the Best.
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Trust Cleveland Clinic Cole Eye Institute for your laser vision correction surgery. You’ll be cared for by the same  
world-renowned specialists who treat the most serious eye conditions. Ranked nationally by U.S.News & World  
Report, our team of experts is by your side from consultation to post-surgery checkups. 

We improved Jhonny Peralta’s vision to focus on a 90 mph fastball. Your vision should be treated to the best care, too.

Call for a free consultation at Cleveland Clinic Cole Eye Institute,  
or for more information visit us at clevelandclinic.org/2020 216.445.8585

“ Before laser vision correction,  
I had trouble seeing the ball.  
Thanks to Cleveland Clinic 
Cole Eye Institute, my hitting  
and fielding are better than ever.” 

Jhonny Peralta 
Cleveland Indians Shortstop

6232-CCCOLE-11.indd   1 4/28/08   4:25:14 PM
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Ariyoshi and Aoeshi Café. Seems 
Cleveland Heights is morphing into 
Little Asia. In fact, as I was leaving Tree 
Country Bistro after my second visit, I 
overhead a passerby comment, “Another 
Asian place?”
 The good news is Tree Country 
Bistro differentiates itself from its 
neighbors with Korean offerings and the 
presentation of its dishes. For example, 
an intricately carved carrot butterfly sits 
atop served sushi dishes. Korean spe-
cialties are served with miso soup and 
rice, and the tender spicy pork bulgogi 
($12.95) we sampled was served sizzling 
on a skillet over a wooden board.

LOCAL BUSineSS

Kaye Lowe

The year was 1966, the days of the 
Beehive Hair styles, when women used 
knitting needles to scratch their heads 
and they had their hair set once a week. 
Sabina Schaner’s mother, Brigitte, 
decided to open a beauty shop. She 
sponsored 16 German immigrants to 
come to the states and work with her 
as beauticians. The shop started in the 
location now known as the Fairmount 
Martini & Wine Bar. Brigitte continued 
at that location until 1973 when she 
turned over her beauty shop to Anthony 
Marotta.
 After a brief sabbatical, Brigitte 
returned to the business in 1975. She 
moved her shop to the location next to 
Nighttown Restaurant. Her daughter 
Sabina joined her in 1984 working her 
way up to partner. She became sole 
owner at the retirement of her mother 
in 1994.
 After 42 years of offering excellent 
service to ladies and men alike, Sabina 
decided to expand her salon from 900 
to 2,000 square feet moving two blocks 
east to the Heights Center Building. 
She used the master craftsmanship of 
the carpenters from the Beard Group, 
Cleveland Heights contractors, to cre-
ate a relaxed atmosphere in a simply 
elegant, non pretentious setting.

 When you enter the new shop (now 
called Cedar Hill Salon) you will wit-
ness an authentic child’s metal barber 
chair duplicating an adult’s. Just inside 
the front door discover a lounge with 
comfortable chairs, couch, and coffee 
bar. There are large expanses of windows 
overlooking Cedar Road, dark maroon 
walls, tile and wood floors and exotic 
overhead lighting to create an elegant 
atmosphere.
 You will find seven individual stylist 
stations, and a separate area for sham-
poo and color. Little ones can experi-
ence having their hair cut in a race car.
 The expanded salon has added an 
upstairs for manicures, gel nails, pedi-
cures, and eye lash applications. There 
is a private room for massages and total 
body waxing.
 The atmosphere of the new Cedar 
Hill Salon, whose talented staff have a 
total of 158 years of experience, is one of 
classy, quiet ambiance. Sabina said she is 
grateful to building owner, Michael Oc-
chionero for giving her and her staff the 
extraordinary business opportunity to 
be a part of serving their community.
 Sabina’s goals for the future are to 
keep her talented employees happy, as 
she feels without them she wouldn’t 
be able to serve the Cleveland Heights 
community she has resided in for 42 
years. Her philosophy is cleanliness is 

everything; she plans to continue of-
fering new techniques and top quality 
service to her customers.
 Sabina Schaner and her Cedar Hill 
Salon staff ’s goals are to “Make Every-
day a Beautiful Hair Day.” They invite 
you to stop by at 12433 Cedar Road to 
view the new salon and enjoy a cup of 
coffee. Hours are Tuesday and Thursday 

Brigitte’s moves up Cedar Hill

Christina Klenotic

Tree Country Bistro, Coventry’s newest 
Asian restaurant, took over the space 
formerly occupied by cult-followed 
Que Tal when it closed its doors after 
a 13-year run. The extensive menu 
features a taste of Japanese, Korean 
and Thai food including sushi, noodle 
and fried rice dishes, Thai curries and 
more.
 Tree Country Bistro joins fellow 
Coventry Asian restaurants Hunan 
Coventry, Mint Café and Pacific East…
and let’s not even talk about Lee Road, 
which is sporting two new sushi joints, 

 Appetizers were a hit. Spring rolls 
($4.95) were light and crisp. The sushi 
appetizer ($7.95 for four pieces) was 
fresh and flavorful, and the scallion 
pancake ($5.95) and its accompanying 
green curry sauce were finger-lickin’ 
fantastic. In fact, the appetizer sauce 
prompted me to try green curry with 
tofu ($6.95 for lunch, $10.95 for dinner). 
Unfortunately, the dinner dish didn’t 
pack the same flavor punch as the ap-
petizer’s curry.
 I’ll come back for the Thai iced tea, 
which has an addictive and aromatic 
milky, chai flavor. An assortment of fruit 
shakes also are offered (tapioca beads 
can be added for a bubble-tea effect).
 The casual space has a welcoming 
aura with richly painted walls in plums 
and mustards and plenty of bamboo 
greenery (albeit fake). Tables are spaced 
generously apart for privacy, which were 
filled by families, college students and 
groups of friends over the course of our 
visits, although nowhere near capacity. 
At the sushi bar, a chef prepares sashimi 
and makimoto (I really wanted to try the 
Coventry Maki that featured spicy tuna, 
avocado, cucumber, tempura crumbs 
and tobiko, but never got to it).
 Food service was quick, but not 
rushed. Staffers were attentive and 
presented diners with a rolled, room-
temperature hand towel once seated. 

“Adios” Que tal, “Konnichiwa” tree Country Bistro
New Coventry Asian spot differentiates itself with Korean fare

It’s evident that the Tree Country Bistro 
staff takes pride in its work and aims to 
please. I swear a couple of servers almost 
seemed melancholy when we left food 
scraps on our plates.
 Tree Country Bistro is open for 
lunch and dinner seven days a week. 
Takeout service is available.

Per her grandmother, Christina Klenotic is a 
“good eater” who never met a carb she didn’t 
like. She enjoys sampling our area’s eclectic 
restaurants, galleries and neighborhoods.

the sushi presentation is eye-catching

tree Country Bistro
1803 Coventry Road

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
216.321.0644

www.treecountrybistro.com 
Mon.–Thurs. 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., 5–10 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., 5 p.m.–1 a.m.

Sun. 12 to 10 p.m.

9 a.m. – 9 p.m. and Wednesday, Friday, 
and Saturday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the 
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District.

the elegant interior of the new Cedar Hill Salon.

2163 Lee Road #103, Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
216–320–1423 • www.futureheights.org
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ORGAnizAtiOnS

women raise a roof

Meals on Wheels is currently celebrating 
it’s 25th year of service to the residents 
in University Heights, Shaker Heights 
and Beachwood communities. MOW 
is a nonprofit, volunteer based orga-
nization that provides healthy, warm 
meals to those who are unable to shop 
or prepare meals for themselves. For a 
moderate cost, a subscriber receives 2-3 
meals during the week. A weekender 
plan is also offered.
 Substitutes and new volunteers are 
always needed to help with the delivery 
process two or three times a month and 
with the food preparation.
 Please contact the Meals on Wheels 
director Shirley Baldwin at 991-6376 for 
more information about the organiza-
tion and interest in volunteering your 
time to serving those in need.

Meals on Wheels in 
University Heights

Rebecca Stager

Hillstone Road residents might be 
forgiven a stare or two the weekend 
of June 7, as they watched a garage 
being re-roofed by an all-woman crew. 
Participants in Home Repair Resource 
Center’s women’s repair program, under 
the direction of Repair Instructor Jim 
Kunselman, did the entire job removing 
the old roof covering, replacing water-
damaged portions of the wood deck 
beneath it, and installing new modified 
bitumen roofing.
 The job was one of the hands-
on repair classes in HRRC’s “Home 
How-To” program, a six-month course 
that teaches women heads-of house 
basic carpentry, plumbing and electri-
cal repairs. Each woman has a repair 
completed at her house as part of the 
program, although not all projects are 
as extensive as this one.
 Homeowner Cheryl Lewis was 
thrilled with the new roof she and her 
classmates installed on her garage and 
proud of the skills they had learned. 
Many of the women had never used 
power tools before they started this pro-
gram, and some were uncertain about 
getting up on the roof. By the end of 
the day, however, their confidence and 
enthusiasm were evident, as the women 
made plans to tackle other garage roofs 
needed by members of the group.

 Home Repair Resource Center of-
fers “Home How-To” each year to a new 
group of eighteen women homeown-
ers in Cleveland Heights. To join the 
Home How-To program, you must be a 
homeowner/occupant here in Cleveland 
Heights who is a single woman head 
of house. There are also some income 
requirements that depend on household 
size. 
 For information, call Becky Stager, 
program coordinator, at 381-9560, or 
visit www.hrrc-ch.org.

Becky Stager has been the repair education 
programs coordinator for Home Repair 
Resource Center since 1989 and has seen ten 
classes of women graduate from the “Home 
How-To” program.

Allison Urbanek

Debit cards can be confusing. Many rules 
and fees often go along with them. In this 
article I will be highlighting a few impor-
tant facts about debit cards and how they 
differ from credit cards. Although debit 
cards look like credit cards, they don’t 
work the same way. A debit card is more 
like a check. When you use it, money is 
immediately taken out of your checking 
account. With a credit card, the purchase 
is billed to your account and you make 
monthly payments to pay off the debt. 
Interest is applied each month until the 
balance is paid in full.
 Debit cards are very convenient. 
They can be utilized in two ways, by sig-
nature or by PIN (personal identification 
number). Using your PIN to purchase 
items is also known as an “online” debit 
card transaction.
 The second way that your debit card 
can be used is with a signature. This is 
called a signature-based, or “off-line” 
transaction, and is generally used at stores 
when you press the credit button. Some-
times, a store will not make you sign for 
a credit purchase it if is under a certain 
amount, but it is still seen as a signature 
transaction.
 Both credit and debit cards offer 
fraud protection; the specific protection 
depends on the individual bank’s policies. 
The U.S. Government’s Electronic Funds 
Transfer Act protects debit card users 
after the first $50 of fraudulent spending, 
provided that the card holder reports the 
fraudulent charges to the bank within two 
business days after learning of the loss.
 Most banks have their own fraudulent 
purchase protection or “zero liability” 
plans, and you should learn your bank’s 
rules and amount of protection. PIN-
based purchases may not be covered by the 
bank’s zero liability because of the need to 
use a PIN. (Your PIN number is supposed 
to be a secret code to your funds. Never 
write your pin on the card or on a piece 
of paper labeled “Debit Card PIN”.) So 
it is best to know the stipulations for the 
Zero Liability Clause.

Debit card 101

 Also, always remember that your 
debit card is tied directly to your bank 
account. Check your statements often 
to make sure that all of the purchases 
are yours. It is very important to under-
stand your bank’s policy on debit PIN 
purchases. Sometimes certain banks will 
charge a fee to use the PIN option when 
purchasing items. So check your bank’s 
policy. Holds on your debit cards can be 
very alarming. They are used in situations 
where the final amount of sale cannot be 
known right away such as with hotels, gas 
stations or restaurants. Businesses ask the 
bank to put a certain amount of money on 
hold while your transaction is being pro-
cessed. While no money actually leaves 
your account until the purchase clears, 
the money being held is not available for 
other charges. If you are making other 
purchases, it is essential you know how 
much money is available in your account. 
It can be easy to overdraft if you keep a 
low amount of funds in your accounts. If 
something happens to your account, you 
should always check with the merchant 
who sold you the item and with your local 
bank. It is best to keep receipts so that 
you can show proof of the transaction. 
If you are unable to resolve the issue on 
the local level you can contact: Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
Division of Consumer and Community 
Affairs, 20th and C Streets, N.W. Stop 
801, Washington D.C., 50221.
 If you have any questions about 
budget and credit, call the Home Repair 
Resource Center at 381-6100 and we will 
be happy to assist you. The Home Repair 
Resource Center is located at 2520 Noble 
Road Cleveland Heights, OH 44121 and 
www.hrrc-ch.org.

Allison Urbanek has been with Home Repair 
Resource Center for over 6 months and is en-
joying meeting Cleveland Heights/University 
Heights residents. 

Mary wilson, tracee patterson and LaVerda Mc-
Clain help replace a garage roof.

Lee Road library in 
need of homework 
center volunteers

Want to make a significant impact on 
a student’s life? Want to make a differ-
ence that matters? Step up and become 
a Homework Center Volunteer! 

Duties:  To serve as an educational role 
model by assisting elementary school 
students with homework and study 
skills at the library. 

Qualifications: Strong background 
in elementary school subjects such 
as math, science, social studies, and 
English. Desire to help diverse student 
populations succeed academically. 
Willingness to work at least one two-
hour shift per week (center hours are 
3:30-5:30 p.m., Monday through Thurs-
day) for a nine-week period beginning 
August 2008. 
 Children under the age of 18 will 
require parental permission and a let-
ter of recommendation from a teacher. 
Background checks will be performed 
on anyone age 18 and up. Training will 
be provided by Heights Library person-
nel. 
 If you are interested, please con-
tact Sarah Biscuso, Children’s Ser-
vices Librarian at 932-3600 ext. #293 or  
sbiscuso@heightslibrary.org.
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Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road 216.321.3400
You Gotta See This!
Thursdays, July 3 through July 17, 2 p.m.
Illustrated Illusions: The Magic of Reading
Monday, July 14, 7 p.m.
Black Deaf Advocates
Saturday, July 12, 1 p.m.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road 216.932.3600
Waddlers Storytime
Tuesdays, July 1–July 29, 11:15 a.m. and 
Thursdays, July 3–July 31, 9:30 a.m.
Preschool PlayArt
Wednesday, July 23 and Friday, July 25, 
10 a.m.
Discussion Junction: A Parent/Child Book 
Discussion Group
Tuesday, July 8, 7 p.m.
Youth Production, Inc.
Tuesdays, July 8 – July 29, 1 p.m.
Shaker Symphony Performance
Sunday, July 27, 3 p.m.

Featured Heights Libraries Programs
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road 216.291.5665
Baby and Toddler Stay & Play
Fridays, July 11–July 25, 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Drab to Fab T-shirt Decorating for Teens
Monday, July 7 & 14, 1 p.m.
Mystery Evening: Erin Hart’s Haunted Ground
Thursday, July 10, 7 p.m.
Get Buggy with Us Magic Show featuring 
Mr. Paul
Tuesday, July 8, 7 p.m.
Get Buzzy @ Your Library Summer Reading 
Party
Thursday, July 31, 7 p.m.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road 216.321.4700
Baby Bop Storytime
Wednesdays, July 2–July 30, 9:30 a.m.
Get Buzzy @ Your Library Summer Reading 
Party
Thursday, July 31, 7 p.m.
Drab to Fab T-shirt Decorating for Teens
Monday, July 21 & 28, 1 p.m.

For more information, call 216.932.3600 or 
visit www.heightslibrary.org. 

Volunteer Match

Advertise in the 

Heights Observer

Call 320-1423
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COMMUnity

Circulator provides vital link Cycling class helps adults ride 
safely and confidently in traffic

Jerry Masek

With hundreds of residential units, and 
more than 1 million square feet in com-
mercial space, Severance Town Center is 
“just what the doctor ordered,” as far as 
the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) is concerned. The 
#821 Circulator began service June 30, 
2003, connecting Coventry, Little Italy, 
University Circle and Shaker Square. 
However, ridership was never strong, 
says Joe Calabrese, RTA CEO and gen-
eral manager.“It was clear that the route 
needed a major trip generator,” Cala-
brese says. “We believe that Severance 
Town Center is the answer. As always, 
we continue to monitor the route to 
maximize the service to our riders.”
 After much community input, 
Severance was added to the route of 
the #821 University Circle/Heights 
Area Community Circulator on Dec. 
11, 2006. Service runs every 30 minutes, 
from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Friday, and 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday. The fare is $1. A 
round trip takes about 45 minutes
 RTA began offering Circulator 
service in 1996 to complement big-bus 
service with smaller vehicles that oper-
ate in a specific community or neighbor-
hood. The #821 usually attracts about 
5,000 riders a month, but that jumped 
to more than 6,300 in April.

Where it goes
In the Heights, the Circulator serves:
• Severance Town Center
• Cleveland Heights City Hall
• Dave’s Supermarket
• Coventry Village.
In Cleveland, the Circulator serves:
• Little Italy
• Case Western Reserve University
• Severance Hall
• Cultural museums
•  University Circle Red Line Rapid 

Station

Many connections
The Circulator also connects to many 
other popular routes:
•  #6 Euclid Avenue. In October, service 

on the #6 will become the Health 
Line, as service begins in the Euclid 
Corridor Project.

• #7X Monticello-Euclid Heights
• #8 Cedar
• #9X Mayfield
• #37 East 185 and Taylor
• #40 Lakeview-Lee
• #42 Fairmount
• #48/48A University Circle-East 131
• #66X Red Line
•  The free Circle Link service operated 

by University Circle Inc.

The lure of Severance
Cleveland Heights Mayor Edward J. 

Kelley is one of many people who enjoy 
the service to Severance Town Center. 
Kelley has been an RTA board member 
since 2000, and is now vice-president 
of the board.
 “I like the route to Severance and 
Coventry. Both are unique areas in our 
city, and I often ride the Circulator with 
my kids,” he says.
 “Severance Town Center is an im-
portant attraction for many people in 
our community, and it’s a great anchor 
for an RTA route. With Cleveland 
Heights City Hall, retail stores and 
recreational opportunities there, it’s a 
natural trip generator.”

An operator’s viewpoint
Circulator operator Quinton Hudson 
Sr. provides a way to work for many 
Severance employees. He likes the route 
because it is “diverse, scenic and easily ac-
cessible from the Rapid Station.” He has 
been driving for RTA for about 10 years.
 At Severance, he says he carries a 
lot of customers to Wal-Mart, Baker’s 
Square and the International House of 
Pancakes. From 3-6 p.m. he carries many 
high school and college students.

Customers appreciate the ride
The #821 riders are a diverse group. 
 Keith Allen, 53, a retiree from East 
Cleveland, just likes to hop on the 
Circulator “to see where it goes.” It’s a 
scenic way to spend the day, he says.
 Ralph Bemlit, 61, lives near Uni-
versity Circle, and rides the Circulator 
2-3 times a week. Today, he is going to 
Wal-Mart, and then Coventry.
 “The Circulator is fast and conve-
nient, and it goes into the neighbor-
hoods more than larger buses do. I enjoy 
riding it,” he says.
 Nurse Annette Steen, 36, rides the 
Circulator to work three days a week.
 “I love the convenience,” she says. 
“Many things I need are not far from 
this route.”

Ride RTA to Dave’s Market
In March 2007, Dave’s Market and RTA 
began a joint promotion to increase 
Circulator usage. Shoppers who travel 
to the store on a Community Circula-
tor route and spend $15 in groceries will 
receive a 2-trip farecard. The promotion 
is good at any Dave’s Market located on 
a Circulator route – including the store 
at Severance Town Center.

For more information
•  Visit rideRTA.com, where you can 

print a timetable, use a trip planner, and 
sign up to receive a bi-monthly e-mail 
newsletter.

• Call the RTAnswerline, 621-9500.

Jerry Masek is a member of RTA’s Marketing 
Department. 

 Joy Henderson

The League of American Bicyclists and 
FutureHeights are teaming up to offer 
a cycling class that teaches the skills 
needed to ride safely and confidently 
in traffic.
 Cycling for transportation is becom-
ing more attractive as gas prices rise, and 
having the right cycling instruction can 
ease the transition to a less car dependent 
lifestyle.
 The two-part Road I class will be 
offered on Saturday mornings in July 
(see below) to adults and teens over 14. 
The class will be taught by Ann Whalen, 
a LAB certified instructor and includes 
classroom instruction, cycling skill de-
velopment in a closed parking lot and on 
the road. Students also learn about basic 
repairs – including how to fix a flat tire.
 “Learning the basics about bike 
handling and safety makes people want 
to ride and gives them the confidence 
to drive a bike instead of riding a bike” 
said Whalen. “And most importantly 
they discover all the benefits – fitness, 
economics and the sheer fun of it.”
 The League of American Bicyclists 
is a 128 year old organization whose goal 
is to promote bicycling for fun, fitness 
and transportation to and from work 
through advocacy and education for a 
bicycle-friendly America.

 Class co-sponsor FutureHeights  
promotes a vibrant and sustainable future 
for Cleveland Heights through innova-
tive ideas and civic engagement.
 
Heights Bicycling Class: 
What: Road I Bicycling Class for adults 
and teens over 14.
When: Saturday, July 19 and 26, 
8:00 a.m. – noon.
Where: Heights High’s library and east 
parking lot. Enter building on Washing-
ton Boulevard, enter door on east side.
What to Bring: Bicycle, helmet, pencil 
or pen.
Instructor: Ann Whalen.
Fee: $50
For more information call 965-9795.

Joy Henderson  enjoys cycling for transporta-
tion, fitness and fun, and she especially loves 
a comfortable bike. 

One of RtA’s newer Circulator vehicles Bicycles built for comfort are perfect for around 
town errands.

c
o

u
rt

es
Y 

rt
a

Jo
Y 

h
en

d
er

so
n



heights observer JuLY 1, 2008    Join the conversation at www.heightsobserver.org9

Cross–country trip redefines
Lita Gonzalez

As Baby Boomers start to retire they’re 
asking themselves “Where do I go from 
here?” Charlotte McGowan decided to 
explore that question in a unique way-- by 
biking cross-country. Charlotte moved 
to Cleveland Heights from Athens Ohio 
ten years ago with her husband Terry. 
Before retiring, she was an educator with 
a Presbyterian church in Lyndhurst and 
enjoyed doing weeklong bike tours with 
the Wandering Wheels, a group that helps 
promote biking. The idea of biking cross-
country, though, was something she had 
thought about but never really felt she 
could accomplish. As motivation, she de-
cided to use her cross-country trip to raise 
money for Heifer International, an orga-
nization that works towards sustainable 
development in poor areas globally and 
nationally. Her goal was to raise $5,000.
 Charlotte started preparing for her 
trip by increasing her riding, taking more 

challenging routes and using her inside 
bike trainer during the winter. On March 
28, 2008 Charlotte joined 43 other riders, 
including her 81 year old uncle, and dipped 
the back wheel of her bike in the Pacific 
Ocean at Carlsbad, California. The group 
stayed in churches and periodically a hotel 
as they biked through desserts and moun-
tains, next to trucks along Highway 60 
and through a sandstorm. Charlotte had 
her first 100-mile day in New Mexico and 
on May 9, she completed her journey by 
dipping her front wheels in the Atlantic 
Ocean at St. Simon’s Island, Georgia.
 The trip affirmed what Charlotte 
always believed about the U.S. “We have 
a pretty good country vast and complex in 
geography. It was good to take in the scen-
ery and talk to ordinary people in every 
small town along the way.” The long trip 
also gave Charlotte plenty of time to think 
about what she wanted her retirement to 
look like. “Retirement is what you make 
it,” Charlotte says, “and I want to become 

more involved in my community.” 
 Charlotte wants to do volunteer 
work that builds on her knowledge of 
the education process and has started 
volunteering at the MOSAIC Experi-
ence, one of the five small schools at 
Heights High School. She will work with 
the principal, teacher leader, parents and 
other community members to develop a 
tutoring project to support incoming 9th 
graders. She also plans on being one of the 
tutors.
 “This trip taught me that if you dream 
it, you can do it. Sometimes you may not 
have a clear idea of what that dream is and 
then an opportunity presents itself. That 
is what keeps you alive.” She describes life 
as an adventure of hills and valleys. “Along 
the way we’ve got to try new things. If we 
fail, so what –you keep learning along the 
way.” Charlotte now sees her retirement 
as reorienting to a new life of challenges 
and accomplishments. “They didn’t think 

Mary Patton

Sr. Jeanne Tighe, sfcc ,began her teach-
ing career at Gesu School in University 
Heights in the 1969-70 school year as 
an 8th grade science and math teacher. 
Upon her retirement in June, she shared 
memories about the Gesu community’s 
wonderful families, students, faculty, 
staff members and parishioners living 
throughout the Heights.
 From 1973-1981, Sr. Jeanne was the di-
rector of religious education for the school 
and for Gesu Church’s parish school of 
religion (PSR). Since 1981, she served as 
director of adult education and liturgy.
 She helped to coordinate hundreds 
of liturgies, including weddings, fu-
nerals, Communions, Confirmations, 
Masses of Anointing, the liturgical 
seasons such as Christmas and Easter, 
special ceremonies such as the installa-
tion of new pastors, and the jubilees of 
many Jesuit priests.
 Add to that the dedication celebra-
tions of the 1990’s buildings, such as 
Gesu’s Educational Center, Family Cen-

I would finish the bike trip but in the end 
I received an award for most improved 
cyclist,” says Charlotte.
 For information about the work of 
Heifer International visit  www.heifer.
org. For information about the Wandering 
Wheels program visit www.wandering-
wheels.org.

Lita Gonzalez, a long time community vol-
unteer, lives in Cleveland Heights with her 
husband Mark. Both her daughters are Heights 
High graduates. 

Gesu honors Sister Jeanne 
tighe’s 39 years of service

COMMUnity

ter and Marian Chapel, and her liturgy 
duties which have touched a great many 
lives over the years.
 She was always busy working with 
the parents in the sacrament programs 
as well as coordinating retreats for 
senior adults, moms of school age chil-
dren, men and women.
 Sr. Jeanne served under seven Jesuit 
pastors, including Gesu’s current pastor, 
Fr. Lorn Snow, SJ, and she has worked 
with more than 30 associate pastors and 
six school principals including, Sr. Linda 
Martin, OSU.
 A member of the Sisters for Chris-
tian Community since 1975, Sr. Jeanne 
is a graduate of Beaumont School 
in Cleveland Heights. She attended 
Ursuline College and holds bachelor 
and masters degrees from John Carroll 
University.
 She is a published author, teacher 
and speaker on local and national levels. 
She has conducted national and dioc-
esan conferences on faith formation and 
taught scripture and spirituality courses 
for teachers and parents throughout the 
Cleveland diocese.
 Sr. Jeanne has been a consultant to 
the Jesuit Detroit Province Develop-
ment office and John Carroll University. 
She is a member of the board of trustees 
for the Jesuit Retreat House and the 
Irish American Archives Society.
 At her farewell Mass and reception 
on June 7, Sr. Jeanne commented, “I am 
grateful to the dozens of wonderful lay 
men and women who have helped assure 
that Gesu School and Parish School of 
Religion remain among the truly vibrant 
parishes in our diocese.”
Best wishes to Sr. Jeanne Tighe!

Mary Patton is a public relations consultant 
and a longtime resident of the Heights. She 
currently lives in University Heights with 
her husband and daughter. 

Sister Jeanne tighe has faithfully served Gesu  
parish’s religious education needs since 1973.

Heights Observer gets  
international attention

Charlotte cheers after completing her cross country 
bike trip on May 9, 2008.

Vive le Heights Observer en Strasbourg.

A ledge for newspapers at the Millennium Hotel Mayfair in London now sports the Heights Observer.

A hotel clerk at the Sheraton Hotel in edinburgh, 
Scotland enjoys learning about the Heights.
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Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle

You design your lifestyle.
Judson makes it happen.

The Judson experience is all about Smart Living – living the way you choose.
Whether you live at Judson or in your home, you have plenty of options to take
charge of your life’s direction. Discover limitless opportunities. Call (216) 791-2436
or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson Brand ad Heights Observer:2008  5/27/08  11:28 AM  Page 1

FORECLOSURE, from page 1 
 In addition, the city has the oppor-
tunity to buy houses from HUD for $1 
each. The city can then demolish them 
or rehabilitate the homes and place 
them back on the market. Although 
there have been slowdowns and halts 
to this program, 27 houses have been 
released to Cleveland Heights.
 The city also secures vacant housing 
and maintains lawns. In 2007 the city 
took care of 400 properties and billed 
$81,000.
 Lad told the audience that HRRC is 
now a HUD-certified counseling agency, 
which means additional funding and 
quality training for counselors. HRRC 
offers monthly classes to residents on 
budgeting, credit and home buying.
 Home owners in trouble have three 
options for help: they can negotiate a re-
payment plan with the lender to pay the 
mortgage in-full; they can work with the 
Ohio Rescue Home Fund and a similar 
Cuyahoga County program to advance 
money at 0% to bring mortgage pay-
ments current if they are experiencing 
temporary financial problems; or they 
can obtain a loan modification with the 
bank for a trial period of three months. 
HRRC urges residents to call when they 
sense that they are in financial trouble 
rather than waiting until the foreclosure 
process starts.
 HRRC rehabilitates houses and 
will work with the city to take four of 
the $1 houses. Lad stressed the terrible 
condition of these houses and agreed 
with Wagner that some of them will 
simply have to be razed while others can 
be rehabilitated by HRRC and others.

 Lad had four suggestions for citi-
zen action: be informed; call state and 
federal representatives to advocate for 
regulation of banks and protection from 
credit card lenders; pay attention to the 
housing in your neighborhood, pick up 
newspapers lying in a drive or porch 
and mow a lawn; and support HRRC’s 
programs.
 Wachter, a resident of University 
Heights and an employee of the Veter-
ans Affairs department, joined six other 
federal employees in educating the com-
munity on housing issues. His group 
organized a housing fair at St. Agnes 
Church in Cleveland’s Hough neighbor-
hood with 211 Call for Help, HUD, the 
Legal Defense Fund, and NID Housing 
Counseling Agency. About eighty people 
attended, including many elderly resi-
dents.
 Questions from the audience 
touched on the need for regulation, 
problems of renters, green space, and 
appraisers. Wagner noted that if it 
passes, Ohio House Bill 138 will provide 
dollars to help cities with distressed 
homes. Lad spoke to the need of requir-
ing banks to provide information that 
they will not provide voluntarily.
 Wagner says he checks sheriff ’s 
sales, which have gone from about 85 
to 350 per week, to keep tabs on vacant 
houses. City housing inspectors may 
notice vacancies as they examine the 
exteriors of homes, and sometimes resi-
dents call the city. He urged residents 
to contact the city about vacant homes 
and any suspicious activity they notice 
to forestall vandalism and theft.
 Wagner is optimistic that Cleveland 

Heights can rebound because it is near 
downtown and University Circle, home 
of major employers. “Rising fuel prices 
may make inner-ring communities more 
attractive,” he said, “between 1993 and 
2003, Cleveland Heights led the county 
in appreciation of houses.”

Anne McFarland is a lawyer, librarian, and 
writer who has lived in Cleveland Heights 
for almost 40 years.

CEDAR-FAIRMOUNT, from page 1 
stop facilities; longer evening hours for 
stores and restaurants; more boutiques 
and galleries; and better linkage to sur-
rounding business districts. Residents 
also said they wanted more businesses 
that serve neighborhood needs.
 “The Cedar-Fairmount District 
must be considered as a true mixed-
use, multi-modal district that extends 
beyond Cedar Road and begins to 
enforce the strong connections into 
the surrounding neighborhoods,” says 
architect Paul Volpe.
 The city of Cleveland Heights has 
plans to develop “Top of the Hill,” a 3.5 
acre parcel located where Cedar Road 
and Euclid Heights Boulevard merge to 
form Cedar Hill. “In order to accommo-
date growth, the transportation patterns 
and suggestions for the final report will 
take into consideration the additional 
traffic that will result with successful 
development within the district,” said 
Volpe.

 The next public meeting will be 
held in late August or early Septem-
ber. According to Volpe it will focus 
on presenting the community’s ideas 
within the context of the district with 
preliminary street plans, roadway lane 
configurations, development opportuni-
ties, and small scale initiatives that can 
occur in the district.
 “It is the goal of the project team to 
engage the stakeholders and community 
at every step to ensure the goals of the 
project are in-line with the many people 
that live, work in and use the district on 
a regular basis,” said Volpe
 The meeting will air on Channel 
23 for one week beginning July 7 at 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For more information, 
contact the city of Cleveland Heights 
at 291-4845.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director 
of FutureHeights and a Cedar-Fairmount 
resident.

Please recycle 
this  

publication. 
 

Pass it on!
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Suphie Wesner

On one of my recent drives, my ears 
perked at the topic on BBC’s “World 
Have Your Say” hosted by Ros Atkins. 
The globally conscious segment of the 
British Broadcasting Corporation gives 
guest speakers all across the world the 
opportunity to express viewpoints that 
range from politically correct to radical 
(by the standards of mainstream media). 
The subject of the show was child-
rearing. Pundits were discussing the 
problem of today’s parents officiously 
criticizing each other’s child-disciplin-
ary measures. Mr. Atkins introduced 
one mother and editor of the New York 
Sun who was in hot water after she re-
vealed in a recent column that she had 
allowed her nine-year-old son to ride the 
New York City subway alone.
 As a current pre-school teacher, 
I listened as the flustered mother ex-
plained that she had been reprimanded 
for lax parenting by permitting her son 
to take a short ride by himself. In her 
defense, she emphasized that the route 
was one with which her son was already 
familiar. The issue, however, was not 
negligence on her part, but overreaction 
to the previously ordinary occurrence of 
children roaming cities independently, 
an experience which she felt was unjust 

Ellen Barrett

Longer daylight hours and no home-
work signal the perfect time for families 
to enjoy some leisure time together. 
Whether your child is already in early el-
ementary school, entering Kindergarten 
this fall or is still in preschool, summer is 
the perfect time to brush up on school 
readiness skills. Go out with your child 
and explore. Take walks, run errands, or 
lie in the grass in the sun! All of these 
are the perfect way to spend quality 
time together and learn through play at 
the same time. Questions and answers, 
guessing games and observing your sur-
roundings give you, the parent, all of the 
materials you need to help your children 
grow into stronger readers, competent 
mathematicians and good classmates as 
they head into their “career” as student. 
 Here are some examples of  simple 
ways to build literacy skills in your child 
every day:
 
•  The Power of Observation:  Ask your 
child questions about the landscape as 
you walk around the block: How many 
houses on the street are white?

•  Sharpen sentence structure and listen-
ing skills: Have your child complete your 
sentence about your journey in the car. 
That green truck is… (very noisy, going 
slow, the color of broccoli).

• Sorting and Matching/Comparing 
Contrasting: Involve them in tasks 
around the house. While doing laun-
dry, match all of the pairs of socks or 
ask who’s shirts are bigger - yours or 
mine? 

• Details and description: Use the gro-
cery store as the back drop for a good 
game of eye spy. "I spy something red, 
round, juicy and tastes good in pie!"

 Be sure to visit our free Family Lit-
eracy Playroom “Little Heights” located 
at the CH-UH Main Library with your 
kids ages 2 - 5 over the summer to help 
build on all of the school readiness skills 
that will set your child up for success.

Mondays: 9 a.m. - noon
Thursdays: 3:30 - 8 p.m.
Saturdays: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

For more information call 321-0079 or 
go to heightsparentcenter.org.

Ellen Barrett is the program director at 
Heights Parent Center. She has been with the 
center for 12 years and is a life long resident 
of Cleveland Heights. She has two sons Ryan 
and Peter who are in college.

to deny a child. The mother argued that 
such paranoia over children’s where-
abouts stems from fear caused by child 
abduction cases being overplayed in the 
media.
 I began to speculate on whether 
liberal Heights parents might let their 
children have the same freedom this 
woman afforded her son by allowing 
them to take the rapid transit, for ex-
ample, to Tower City mall. The editor 
and mom made the valid point that 
New York City’s criminal statistics are 
equal to where they were in 1963. This 
means that, technically, it is logical to 
allow modern children old-fashioned 
liberties. Another British commenta-
tor opined that overall, societies today 
are the safest that they ever have been. 
She also commended the mother on her 
bravery to run the risk of chastisement 
and surrender to the unpredictable, yet 
unlikely, catastrophes which befall even 
highly watchful parents.
 The two ladies spoke about the 
benefits of children of being allowed 
to develop life skills by dealing with 
strangers and learning to navigate urban 
areas. The scolded American mother 
expressed disbelief that such an innocu-
ous journey taken by a child could earn 
her the reputation as “America’s worst 
mom.” The professional mothers on 

the BBC talk show agreed that it is un-
healthy to suspect all strangers of being 
potential kidnappers. Parents cannot, 
and are not, expected to anticipate and 
prevent every chance pitfall in their 
children’s lives. I agree with the general 
consensus of the show. Children today 
are more physically restricted than 
ever.
 Heights parents might ask them-
selves whether repetitious media cover-
age of child abduction scenarios might 
mislead them into holding their children 
back too much. Heights parents should 
relax and consider that they may be 
providing enough protection for their 

children simply by providing them 
with common sense through education 
and structured activities. It is much 
riskier to underestimate children’s street 
smarts. Assuming that they cannot 
manage simple tasks alone in the world 
prevents them from learning what they 
can do.

Suphie Wesner is a linguistics and French 
language graduate of Cleveland State Uni-
versity and a Shaker Heights High School 
alumna. She plans to pursue graduate school 
in journalism in the future and currently 
enjoys her position as an assistant teacher at 
True Sisters Day Care Center.

HEIGHTS KIDS

School’s out 
play time and summer reading are in!

HOLLIS AUTOMOTIVE 
2857 Noble Road 

Cleveland Heights, OH 44121 
(216) 472-6443 

 

 Complete Mechanical Repairs 
  

Present this advertisement for a  
$19.95 oil change and lubrication. 

 OR 
Present this ad for 10% off repairs over $100  

+ a FREE oil change. 
  

Please call for an appointment. Expires August 5th 

Heights parents, should you worry less 
about your children?

“What’s red, round and shiny and tastes great in pie?”
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SCHOOLS

Graduating senior 
receives scholarship 
named for fallen  
officer

Lita Gonzalez 

Tashay Roberts received the Officer  
Jason D. West Memorial Schol-
arship at Cleveland Heights High 
School’s Senior Scholarship Awards 
Ceremony on May 28th. Tashay is the 
first graduating senior to receive the 
scholarship, which was created this 
year as a way of honoring Officer West’s 
memory and keeping his name and 
legacy alive. Officer West, a member of 
the Cleveland Heights Police Depart-
ment, lost his life in the line of duty on 
May 26, 2007.
 The selection committee chose 
Tashay because of the academic changes 
and progress she made during her junior 
and senior years at Heights. Her teach-
ers and work supervisor describe Tashay 
as having many of the same qualities 
that Officer West demonstrated in his 
life: she is dedicated, reliable, always 
prepared, loyal, always willing to help 
others and a role model to young adults. 
Tashay enrolled in the Criminal Justice/
Law Enforcement course at Heights be-
cause she hopes to become an attorney 
and will attend Wright State University 
in the fall.
 The Officer Jason D. West Memo-
rial Scholarship will be awarded yearly 
to a graduating senior from the Criminal 
Justice/Law Enforcement Program at 
Heights High School. Each recipient 
will receive $500 when they graduate 
and an additional $500 when they suc-
cessfully complete their freshman year 
of college. The scholarship selection 
committee hopes to raise $5,000 this 
coming year from donations and small 
fundraising events in order to secure 
the scholarship for at least the next  
five years.
 Contributions can be mailed to: 
The Officer Jason D. West Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, c/o The Treasurer's 
Office, The Cleveland Heights-Univer-
sity Heights City School District, 2155 
Miramar Boulevard, University Heights, 
OH, 44118.
 Checks can be made payable to 
“Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District,” (be sure to in-
clude “Jason D. West Scholarship” on 
the memo line).

Lita Gonzalez, a long time community 
volunteer, lives in Cleveland Heights with 
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are 
Heights High graduates.

Tashay Roberts

roses

13410 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

(216) 932-0039 
Fax: (216) 932-0037

Heights Garden Center

TOPSOIL, 
MULCH, 

COMPOST, 
SAND, 

& STONE

bulk or bagged

Hours Open:  

Monday thru Saturday 9 AM - 7 PM

Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM 

bulk topsoil

perennials

mulch

humus

roses

garden accessories

shrubs

Lita Gonzalez 

Students at Fairfax and Canterbury 
Elementary Schools have new, sturdy 
handmade picnic tables and benches 
thanks to the generosity of Heights 
High graduate Mackenzie Brubaker. 
Mackenzie, who graduated on June 2, 
attended R.E.A.L. School (Relevant 
Experiential Active Learning), one of 
the five small schools at Heights High, 
and plans to go into the U.S. Army 
ROTC (Reserve Officer Training Corp). 
He will be a second lieutenant when he 
completes training.
 Mackenzie has been in Cub Scouts 
and Boy Scouts since first grade, and 
built the picnic benches and tables as 
a project towards his Eagle Scout rank. 
He reported the specs of the project, 
the materials used, and how the proj-
ect benefits the community to the Boy 
Scout Council. If his project is accepted, 
he will receive his Eagle Scout rank at 
the Court of Honor Ceremony this 
summer.
 Mackenzie learned his carpentry 
skills from his father and based the 
design for the tables and benches on 
one his father had built before he was 
born. Using his math and science skills 
he modified the design, lengthened the 
tables and benches, and made the pieces 
extra sturdy so they would withstand 
lots of use by the elementary students.
 “R.E.A.L. School was a perfect fit 
for me because I enjoy hands on learn-
ing,” Mackenzie explained. Marc Aden, 
principal of R.E.A.L. School, agreed. 
The small school combines experiential 
learning in the community with mean-
ingful, relevant learning experiences in 
the classroom. 
 “R.E.A.L. incorporates service 
learning projects and collaboration with 
adults to solve real world challenges and 
concerns,” Mr. Aden explained. He gave 
an example of one student who wanted 
to go into crime scene investigation 
and made a connection with the county 
coroner for a service project. 
 “Service learning projects allow 
students to connect what they are 
learning in class to real career experi-
ences,” he said. Mackenzie’s project 
combined what he was learning in math 
and science with his carpentry and de-
sign skills. “Many of our students have 
entrepreneurial minds combined with 
strong reading and writing skills as well 
as parents that have their own business,” 
said Mr. Aden.
 Mr. Aden described Mackenzie as 
an outstanding, concientious student in 
thought and action who is always willing 
to help others. “He will definitely leave 
a positive mark on the community.”

Lita Gonzalez, a long time community 
volunteer, lives in Cleveland Heights with 
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are 
Heights High graduates.

Heights graduate leaves a gift for future  
          students

Mackenzie Brubaker and Principal Marc Aden stand next to the picnic table and benches that  
Mackenzie made by hand and donated to two elementary schools.
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 Jean Buchannan 

When a new Montessori High School 
(MHS) opens in University Circle this 
August, many of its faculty and staff 
will be able to coast down the hill from 
homes in Cleveland Heights. The first 
high school of its kind in Northeast 
Ohio, MHS has attracted faculty from 
Michigan, California, Washington, and 
Wisconsin, among other places. “I find 
the short commute, whether by bike, on 
foot or by car, to be very convenient,” 
says French teacher Sebastién Thiry.
 James Moudry, director of opera-
tions and humanities teacher, was one of 
the first newcomers to call the Heights 
home. He, his wife Sarah, and their two 
young sons moved from Seattle last fall. 
“Cleveland Heights attracted us imme-
diately because of the wonderful mix of 
homes and natural settings,” Moudry 
said. “The quality of life extends from 
the unique neighborhoods to the retail 
pockets like Coventry Village. Our 
move from Seattle was made easier by 
the overall reception we received from 
neighbors, the city itself and even the 
businesses.” He adds, “we are not so old 
that we cannot enjoy the spirit of Cov-
entry Village. And our sons’ enthusiasm 
for the playground at Peace Park is only 
exceeded by their enjoyment of dinner 
at Tommy’s.”
Mansions now school and dormitory 
Moudry worked closely with school 
founder and executive director David 
Kahn and academic and curriculum di-
rector Christopher Kjaer to launch the 
school, which will open with 45 students 

SCHOOLS

Roxboro Elementary School - Children’s Ink
Diane Ferri

If you ask the teachers and staff at Rox-
boro Elementary School in Cleveland 
Heights what their favorite yearly event 
is, almost everyone will say Children’s 
Ink. On May 30, 2008 the eleventh an-
nual school-wide assembly took place. It 
is the brainchild of kindergarten teacher 
Lynne Maragliano and emceed by fifth 
grade teacher Melissa Garcar. The 
writing and musical talents of the kin-
dergarten through fifth grade students 
are featured. Each year students submit 
writing they have done throughout the 
year, but only 10 to 15 entries are chosen. 
Several other students add their musical 
talents with instrumental solos.
 Local authors and celebrities vol-
unteer their time to be readers at this 
special event. This year the guest read-
ers were Plain Dealer columnist Regina 
Brett, former Lorain Community Col-
lege professor and poet Lou Suarez, 
actress and Nighttown manager Derdriu 
Ring, children’s book authors Beatrice 
Katz and Nancy McArthur, former Plain 
Dealer columnist Afi-Odelia Scruggs, 
Cuyahoga Community College Metro 
Campus President Michael Schoop and 
Roxboro’s own Linda Steffancin, Lynne 
Maragaliano and John Foreman.
 Roxboro students sharing their 
writing talents at Children’s Ink were 
Linnea Covault, Michael Landon, Adri-

anna Murray, Darion Hamilton, Liza 
Namy, Isabel Culver, Alex DeStefano, 
Khalia Lane, Shaun Villanueva, Lewis 
Caldwell, Lily Lenington, Aubrey Nel-
son, Quinton Ndyajunwoha, Silvia Iam-
marino, and Kaila Mathis. Displaying 
musical talents were Khalil Witt, Joey 
Houser, Ian Bartz, Trenton Bulucea and 
Alice Janigro.
 This year’s event was bittersweet as 
the children also said goodbye to their 
beloved principal, Kelli Cogan. Mrs. 
Cogan’s parents were surprise guest 
readers at the event. Mrs. Cogan will use 
her leadership abilities at Wiley Middle 
School next year. Under the direction of 
Betsy Neylon, the entire student body 
sang two songs to Mrs. Cogan and each 
child gave her a flower at the end of the 
program amidst smiles and tears.
 Children’s Ink is a morning when 
teachers and parents are inspired by the 
creativity and gifts of the students, and 
have the opportunity to see that all of 
their time, patience, concern and hard 
work has paid off. Even though weary 
teachers welcome the end of the school 
year, Children’s Ink makes them want to 
come back and do it all over again in the 
fall.

Diane Ferri is an intervention specialist at 
Roxboro Elementary School.

Roxboro student Khalil Witt on trombone.

Location, Location, Location: Montessori High School faculty make Cleveland Heights home

in grades nine through eleven this fall. 
MHS is housed in two historic man-
sions located on Magnolia Drive. The 
Federalist style main classroom building 
was designed by renowned architect 
Charles F. Schweinfurth, who designed 
homes on Cleveland’s “Millionaires’ 
Row,” as well as the Old Stone Church, 
Trinity Cathedral, the Union Club and 
the stone bridges along Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Blvd.
 The team has constructed a green-
house on the property and forged rela-
tionships with the cultural institutions 
in University Circle. “We have had an 
office in the Cleveland Botanical Gar-
dens since last September,” said Moudry. 
“I’ve had a chance to meet employees, 
guests, and visitors, providing me with a 
window on how the Botanical Gardens 
functions.”
 A renovated carriage house is the 
science laboratory. Christopher Kjaer, 
director of research and curriculum de-
sign, moved to Cleveland Heights from 
Grand Rapids. Kjaer worked closely 
with a team of scientists and architects 
to remodel the building. “When I see 
our new high school, I see the vibrancy 
of this incredible, culturally rich area. 
In designing curriculum, how many 
people have the depth of choices that 
we have?” says Kjaer. “Look around us: 
a world class setting that the New York 
Times called singular in depth and diver-
sity. It’s akin to the perfect education 
opportunity!”
Passionate about teaching; excited 
about location 
Julie Reyers and her husband Dan 

closed on their new Cleveland Heights 
home over Memorial Day weekend. 
“We looked at several homes in the 
Heights,” says Reyers. “We wanted a 
neighborhood where our daughters had 
access to the parks, swimming, and of 
course, we like the idea of walking.” The 
new Montessori English teacher was 
excited when realtor Kevin Cahill was 
able to show them a home that met all 
their criteria, and was close to the girls’ 
new school, Holy Rosary Montessori 
School. “To think that we have this kind 
of community so close to Montessori 
High School, and that it fits what we 
were looking for is really a gift for all 
of us.”

 Kjaer and Mouldry say that they are 
passionate about their vibrant surround-
ings. “University Circle is obviously an 
incredible location for a school,” says 
Kjaer, “and Cleveland Heights is an 
incredible home to many of our staff!”

Jean Buchannan is director of institutional 
advancement at the Montessori High School 
at University Circle and lives in Cleveland 
Heights.

FutureHeights will hold a Members-Only Tour of 

Montessori High School on Saturday, July 26 at 

10:00 a.m. For more information or to become a 

member of FutureHeights, call 320-1423
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Montessori High School’s classroom building at 11025 Magnolia Drive.  Designed by Charles F.  
Schweinfurth, the structure houses classrooms, music practice rooms, an art and design studio, and 
a multi-media conference area. It is said to be one of the finest examples of Federalist architecture in 
Northeast Ohio. 



heights observer JuLY 1, 2008    Join the conversation at www.heightsobserver.org14

Mark Majewski and Lita Gonzalez

If you think you know Heights High, 
guess again.
 During a two-hour tour of the 
sprawling Heights High complex on a 
recent Saturday morning, a dozen “tour-
ists” learned little known facts about 
its design, construction, and current 
condition.
 The tour was one in a series of 
National Historic Preservation Month 
events sponsored by the Cleveland 
Heights Landmark Commission, Cleve-
land Heights Historical Society, and Fu-
tureHeights. Lita Gonzalez, coordina-
tor for PATH (Parent Ambassadors To 
Heights), helped to organize the event. 
Torian Slaughter, an assistant custodian, 
wielded his bundle of keys to give the 
tourists access to spaces rarely seen.
 The tour guide was Steven Sherga-
lis, business manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District. While part of his job is to know 
and care for district facilities, his walk-
ing lecture revealed a personal interest 
in school history and architecture. His 
comments reflected a balance of respect 
for historic values with hands-on under-
standing of the challenges of operating 
and maintaining an aging structure in 
fiscally demanding times.
 The original Heights High was 
constructed in 1925. Describing the de-
velopment of a school system in what is 
now an inner-ring suburb, Shergalis said, 
“Cleveland Heights was in competition 
with Cleveland schools and wanted to 
make a statement about highly valuing 
education. That is why they built such 
a grand structure.”
 The features of the Diana Reeves 
Evans Theater exemplify that intent. 

SCHOOLS

Hidden Heights High Tour Reveals Gems
Four antique chandeliers are suspended 
from an immense open span ceiling. 
They are serviced via hatches in the 
floor above. The chandeliers comple-
ment stunning woodwork on the ceiling, 
walls, and doors. “No new schools are 
being built anywhere with auditoriums 
this grand,” said Shergalis.
 The auditorium ceiling and the 
“floating” third floor above are a design 
marvel. With no visible means of sup-
port on the interior, they are suspended 
from a hidden, riveted roof truss system 
which the tourists viewed in a locked 
equipment room. The district has re-
cently installed new air conditioning 
equipment among the ancient trusses.
 After the original construction in 
1925, the district continued to build ad-
ditions – in 1930, 1949, 1959, 1960, 1961, 
and 1973 - to accommodate a growing 
student body. One tourist, who “gradu-
ated from Heights High a long time 
ago,” amused the group by recalling 
that during years of very high enroll-
ment, certain stairwells were designated 
for only “up” or “down” student traffic 
to ease class change movement in the 
crowded building.
 Admiring the original 1925 structure 
and its clock tower, one tourist dubbed 
the style “collegiate gothic.” The street 
view of that original façade is blocked 
by one of the more controversial ad-
ditions - the “science wing.” The wing 
was built in 1959 and occupies the entire 
Cedar Road frontage of the building. 
“What were they thinking when they 
built that?” asked one tourist. Shergalis 
agreed that the addition was “not the 
kind of architectural statement we 
would like to present to the main street 
today.” He suggested that the loca-
tion may have been chosen to prevent 

disruption of the athletic fields and 
parking lot and that the added hallways 
improved east-west movement.
 The tour also revealed some of the 
building’s quirks – among them, the 
“corridor to nowhere,” the abandoned 
1959 stairwell, and the 2nd floor pool. 
Shergalis explained that no one is sure 
why the pool was built on the 2nd floor, 
but one story suggests that it was built 
above the original steam boiler as a fire 
protection device in case of explosion!
 Another piece of history imbedded 
in this stately high school is the original 
Otis elevator, which recently gave up its 
ghost after 83 years of operation.
 Recent improvements to the build-
ing were also highlighted. Energy-

efficient replacement windows were 
selected to blend into the architecture 
of the building. The library has been 
moved from the third floor to a new 
and more accessible area on the first. 
Renovation of the old library space 
for new classrooms uncovered original 
columns, curved ceilings and beautiful 
corbels. Skylights were reopened and 
indoor glass block windows help make 
use of natural lighting. The tourists 
suggested that the blend of old architec-
tural features and newer construction 
was “reminiscent of art deco style.”
 Moving beyond architectural ques-
tions, the tourists asked about current 
students and programs. Lita Gonzalez 
explained how each of the five small 
schools, Legacy, The Mosaic Experi-
ence, P.R.I.D.E., R.E.A.L. and Renais-
sance, occupies a different wing and 
floor of the school building whose foot 
print looks like an “H.” Shergalis shared 
ideas for future building improvements 
which may support the individual styles 
of the small schools.

Mark Majewski is a 20-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights and a community plan-
ning consultant.

Lita Gonzalez, a long time community 
volunteer, lives in Cleveland Heights with 
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are 
Heights High graduates.

Saint Ann School 
2160 Stillman Road 
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

Quality Catholic 
Education
Saint Ann School provides a strong 
Catholic academic curriculum designed 
to meet the needs of each student. We 
invite you to come see all that Saint Ann 
School has to offer.

environment

Technology Center

For additional information  

please call 216-932-4177 ext.10

A view of Heights High Clock Tower from inside 
the science wing.

Tour guide Steven Shergalis points to a recently reopened skylight in the former library of Heights 
High.
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Michael Dougherty

The Cleveland Heights High School 
Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame 
inducted ten new members on May 8  at 
Executive Caterers at Landerhaven. The 
Hall of Fame was created as a way for 
Heights to honor the accomplishments 
of its alumni while giving current stu-
dents solid examples of what they can 
accomplish in life, hearing from adults 
who sat in the same seats and walked 
the same halls as they do.
 From over 50,000 graduates, a 
student committee selects inductees 
from nominations made by the general 
public. Students do not know the names 
of the nominees, only their accomplish-
ments.
 “Each year I am impressed by the 
applications of the nominees, but it 
is not until you actually meet the in-
ductees and hear from them that you 
understand why the students selected 
them for induction,” states Eric Silver-
man, Heights High Class of 1987 and 
president of the Cleveland Heights 
High School Alumni Foundation. “We 
have only scratched the surface on those 
who should be in the Hall of Fame and 
encourage people to nominate Heights 
alumni they feel should be honored.”
 Nomination forms, biographies 
of past inductees and a complete 
list of inductees can be found at  
www.heightsalumni.org/hof.

Alexis Abramson, PhD ‘91
Dr. Alexis Abramson is a leader in the 

Lita Gonzalez

Thanks to everyone who sent me news 
about what Heights High Graduates 
are doing. Our graduates are definitely 
“taking the road less traveled, marching 
to the beat of their own drum and think-
ing outside the box” when it comes to 
continuing their post graduation stud-
ies! They see the world as an extended 
classroom. Here’s a sample of what 
some of our graduates have been up to. I 
would love to hear more from Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights families 
about what their Heights High gradu-
ates are up to now. Email me at lita@
valancy.com.

Class of 2001
TAyLOR RAACK graduated with honors 
from Northwestern University with a 

SCHOOLS

What are they doing now? 
double major in Integrated Science and 
Computer Information Systems. He 
worked for a year at the Wrigley Corpo-
ration in Chicago designing a comput-
erized retail shelf management system 
before moving on to Bank of America, 
also in Chicago. Taylor was recently 
promoted to associate vice president of 
BOA’s global foreign exchange technol-
ogy group and is also looking ahead to 
graduate school in the near future.

Class of 2004
HALLIE MAjEWSKI graduated from The 
Ohio State University Honors Program 
on June 8. Her major degree is in com-
parative studies in religion and political 
science, with a minor in art. She hopes 
to go to law school, although not im-
mediately. In the fall of 2006, Hallie cir-
cumnavigated the globe as a participant 

in the University of Virginia’s Semester 
at Sea program. She traveled to Hawaii, 
Japan, China, Myanmar, Vietnam, India, 
Egypt, Croatia, Spain and Fort Lauder-
dale! Her family received posts from her 
from all over the world and got emails 
from places like the Royal Library of 
Alexandria, Egypt.

BRITTANy SAAFIR graduated from How-
ard University. She plans on moving 
to Chicago to work on her Masters of 
Public Health. One day she hopes to 
work for the Center for Disease Con-
trol researching disparities in minority 
health care.

Class of 2005
MICHAEL MAC DONALD just fin-
ished his junior year at the College of 
Wooster. He is studying biology with 
a minor in Chinese. He completed a 
cultural immersion program in Beijing, 
China last summer with the city of 
Xi’an International Studies University. 

Class of 2006
SELBy MAjEWSKI just completed her 
sophomore year at Ohio Wesleyan 
where she is majoring in zoology and 
environmental studies. She will return 
soon from a 3-week tour of cloud rain 
forests in Ecuador and the Galapagos 
Islands. Her summer job is at The Wilds 
(http://www.thewilds.org), a 10,000-acre 
conservation area (former strip mine) 
in southeast Ohio where rare and en-
dangered species are protected by the 
International Center for the Preserva-
tion of Wild Animals, Inc. The Wilds 
does conservation work and research. 
In previous summers, Selby has had 
internships at the Lake Metroparks 
Penitentiary Glen Wildlife Center and 
at the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History Perkins Wildlife Center.

Lita Gonzalez, a long time community 
volunteer, lives in Cleveland Heights with 
her husband Mark. Both her daughters are 
Heights High graduates.

field of mechanical engineering through 
her various awards, years of teaching, 
many publications and innovations 
in research and development. An as-
sistant professor in Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering at Case Western 
Reserve University, she has published 
and presented on the topic of micro/
nanoscale thermal transport and nano-
technology.

Kathy Simkoff Blackman ‘86
Kathy Simkoff Blackman created the 
Grog Shop, a nationally known music 
club which promotes up and coming 
artists. She expanded the club in 2003 
and opened the B-Side Liquor Lounge, 
which hosts DJs from around the coun-
try. She has been honored by the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame for achievement 
in music and was recognized as one of 
the Top 10 Women Business Owners 
in 2006 by the National Association of 
Women Business Owners.

Manuel Freeman, DMD ‘54
Manuel Freeman is the co-founder and 
current participant of a Dayton-based 
overseas medical team whose goal is to 
provide health care to indigent children 
in Latin America, most afflicted with 
cleft lip or palate. The organization ob-
tains equipment and encourages other 
professionals to help. He also has a part-
time practice in oral surgery and was in 
the US Naval Reserve for 20 years.

Judye Robbins Groner, MSW ‘60
Judye Robbins Groner is the co-founder 

of Kar-Ben Copies in 1975, and since 
2001 a division of Lerner Publishing 
Group in Minneapolis. She has been 
the publisher of over 200 books on 
Jewish themes for children and families. 
Co-author of My Very Own Haggadah, 
Thank you, God, the All About and Fun 
for Little Hands Jewish holiday series, 
and 32 editions of My Very Own Jewish 
Calendar, she received the Women’s Na-
tional Book Association Bookie Award 
in 1987 and the Association of Jewish 
Libraries Sydney Taylor Book-of-Work 
Award in 2003.

Ellen Newman Heyman, RN ’60
Ellen Newman Heyman is the co-
founder and program director of The 
Gathering Place, a community-based 
cancer support center offering educa-
tion and psychosocial support. She has 
been a psychiatric-mental health clinical 
nurse specialist at University Hospitals 
of Cleveland for 17 years, providing sup-
port and coping strategies to patients, 
families and staff. She is also a clinical 
instructor in the Frances Payne Bolton 
School of Nursing at Case Western 
Reserve University.

Jerry Hirshberg ‘57
Jerry Hirshberg is retired president and 
founder of Nissan Design International 
and is a consultant for Nissan Motor, 
Ltd. He founded a unique design facility, 
championing both product and automo-
bile design. He was named to the board 
of Nissan North American and was fea-
tured in a 3-year national ad campaign. 
He was awarded an honorary doctorate 
degree from the Cleveland Institute of 
Art and has won numerous national and 
international design awards.

Robert H. Jackson, JD ‘55
Robert Jackson is the senior partner 
at Kohrman, Jackson & Krantz P.L.L. 
in Cleveland. Author of Book Talk: 
Essays on Books and Collecting, Booksell-
ers, and Special Collections; Standing on 
Ceremony:Traditional African Arms, with 
Donna Jackson, and Serial Publica-
tions: Essential Parts of the 19th Century 
Imagination, he has spoken extensively 

throughout the United States and Eu-
rope including the Library of Congress 
on literature, rare books, libraries and 
travel.

Jed K. Margolis ‘69
Jed Margolis is the executive direc-
tor at Maccabi USA/Sports for Israel 
in Philadelphia. He has worked dili-
gently to promote sports as a vehicle to 
strengthen Jewish identity and Jewish 
pride as well as love for the State of Is-
rael. Since his tenure began at Maccabi 
USA in 2002, they have taken record 
numbers of Americans to Australia, 
Chile, Rome, Argentina and Israel for 
Maccabi competitions.

Greta Rothman ‘90
Greta Rothman is the director of special 
events in the Alumni and Development 
Office at Western Reserve Academy in 
Hudson. She was a group sales and spe-
cial events internship at the Tony Award 
Winning McCarter Theatre, where she 
gained experience to be hired full-time 
by the theater as the house manager and 
volunteer coordinator. She is a member 
of the Heights Singers Hall of Fame and 
earned the Betty Palevsky Freed Music 
Scholarship among many other music 
and theatre awards.

Toni Milano Starinsky ’72
Toni Milano Starinsky is a photography 
teacher and chairman of visual arts at the 
Cleveland School of the Arts. She was 
the National Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards Educator of the Year, and was 
awarded the 2006 Young Audiences of 
Northeast Ohio Art Educator of the 
Year. She is the creator and founder of 
STAMP, Students and Mentoring Pho-
tography, which extends the effective 
reach of the photography department 
into other communities, which is slated 
to expand to at least three more Cleve-
land public schools.

Michael Dougherty is the coordinator of 
communications for the Cleveland Heights – 
University Heights City School District.

Heights High Alumni Hall of Fame inducts ten
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Left to right, starting with back row: Kathy Simkoff Blackman, Alexis Abramson, Robert H jackson, Manuel 
Freeman Greta Rothman, Toni Milano Starinsky, Ellen Newman Heyman, judye Robbins Groner 
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HONDA / TOYOTA / SCION 

Serving the Heights since 1986.
If you haven’t experienced the unbelievable customer service of Motorcars Honda and Toyota in Cleveland 

Heights, simply ask your friends or neighbors about our reputation. With over 20,000 satisfied customers, its 
not hard to find someone in the Heights community who is a Motorcars “Customer for Life”.

Here are some of the ways we make buying and servicing your Honda or Toyota at Motorcars an easy decision -

SERVICE UNTIL 3AM

FREE CAR WASHES
DOWNTOWN SERVICE CENTERS

ONLINE SERVICE APPOINTMENTS
FREE 10 YEAR/100,000 MILE 
  POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

N

MAYFIELD RD

SU
PERIO

R RD

CEDAR RD

2950, 2953 & 2888 Mayfield Rd
Cleveland Heights, 44118
(Located at the corner of Superior 
and Mayfield Rds.)

*Call for more details on our rewards program and how 
we create “Customers for Life”

216-932-2400
www.motorcarscleveland.com

Please join us September 28th at the  
Best of Cleveland Heights Awards Ceremony, 

when one lucky survey submission will be drawn  
at random. You could win a  

$100 FutureHeights gift certificate  
welcome at over 90+ local, independent merchants. 

 

   Best  of  Cleveland  Heights  Awards   

 

Send completed survey to: 
 

FutureHeights 
2163 Lee Road, Suite 103 
Cleveland Heights, OH  
44118 
 

Questions?  
 Call 320-1423 

Or visit 
www.futureheights.org 

Deadline: September 2, 2008 

Complete Survey online: 
www.futureheights.org 

Just complete the survey  
and join in the fun!  
You might be a winner!  

Vote for the Best of Cleveland Heights 
Who/What/Where, in your opinion, is the Best….. 

 
New Business_______________________________ 
 
Merchant You Can’t Do Without________________ 
 
Regular Hangout_____________________________ 
 
Outdoor Dining______________________________ 
 
Hippest Cleveland Heights Scene________________ 
 
Salon / Barbershop / Spa_______________________ 
 
Art Gallery / Antique Store_____________________ 
 
Automotive Service__________________________ 
 
Business with Friendliest Staff__________________ 
 
Curb Appeal________________________________ 
 
Most Unique Business________________________ 
 
Home and/or Garden Business__________________ 
 
Best Beer / Wine Selection_____________________ 
 
Casual Meal________________________________ 

Fine Dining Establishment____________________________ 
 
Place to go with the Kids_____________________________ 
 
Place to Buy a Gift__________________________________ 
 
Merchant with Community Spirit_______________________ 
 
“Green” Business___________________________________ 
 
Your Favorite Cleveland Heights Business _______________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Why?  ____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 

To qualify for prize, contact information  must 
be completed in full: 
 
 

Your 
Name__________________________________ 
 
Your 
Address________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Phone__________________________________ 
 
Email__________________________________ 

 

  New This Year 
 

 

Your Favorite University Heights Business___ 
 

___________________________ 
 

Why?
___________________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 




