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Music lifts the spirit and brings people 
together. But for some Judson Park 
residents, listening to music and remi-
niscing was not enough to express their 
passion for opera and operetta. So, they 
began to learn choruses from some of 
the world's most famous works, includ-
ing "The Barber of Seville," "Die Fled-
ermaus," "The Pirates of Penzance," and 
"Carmen." "It's a joyous thing. Singing 
together has become an essential part 
of our lives at Judson," said residents 
Ilse Strnisha and Wilmah Lapham, who 
with others have been participating in 
the Judson Chorister program for more 
than five years.
	 Dedicated and diligent, the Judson 
singers enjoy rehearsing together. They 
listen to recordings to understand each 
piece’s musical shape and become com-
fortable with the words—some of which 
move along at a furious pace! Chorister 
opera rehearsals culminate in exciting 
performances with elementary students 
at Judson and in area schools. Judson’s 
resident life director, Lin Bartel and 
founder and former director of Cleve-
land Opera on Tour, Judith Ryder, guide 
the program.
	 The school performances are a 

Judith Ryder 

Judson Choristers  
Sing for the soul

Annalena Weissman (10) of East Scarborough Rd. 
enjoys reading about home while visiting the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris, France.

It was April of 1998 when I discovered 
Heights Parent Center (HPC). My 
daughter, Erin, was eight months old 
and we attended the Baby & Me group. 
By November of that year, I was asked 
to join HPC’s Toy Lending Library 
(TLL) as a volunteer.
	 I wasn’t quite sure what to expect. 
TLL is a program run only by volun-
teers; dedicated parents who count, 
clean and care for hundreds of toys. 
Instead of finding chaos, I found a well 
oiled machine. Each toy being checked 
in or out gets counted, every toy gets 
washed upon return, and volunteers 
keep tedious track of the broken and 
missing pieces. Amazing!
	 Well, it's ten years later and I’m still 
working at the Toy Lending Library and 
still loving it!

Lynn Grimm

Toy Lending Library shares the fun

highlight and residents heartily par-
ticipate in a full day of rehearsals and 
performances. Their reward is seeing 
the youngsters sing complex music 
and execute intricate staging with 
conviction and vigor, while classmates 
and families cheer. The residents see 
firsthand, how dramatically music and 
the arts contribute to education. "(I’m) 
amazed that the young students sing 
everything so well, and from memory!" 
says Barbara Dennison, past member 
of both the Cleveland Orchestra and 
Cleveland Opera choruses. New friend-
ships are forged as Judson singers lunch 
with students and teachers between 
rehearsals and performances, often play-

	 The TLL stocks old and new toys, 
either donated or purchased, carrying 
all of the popular toy brands. Because 
of our unique storage arrangement, we 
have created catalogs that are organized 
and designed by children’s ages and in-
terests. Much thought and care has gone 
into our toy selection and program. My 
family’s personal favorites are the Fisher 
Price Little People sets.
	 Several years ago a couple of moms 
created “play kits.” Play kits were de-
veloped to add a literacy dimension to 
the TLL collection. The themed kits 
might include: toys, puzzles, costumes, 
books, and play pointers. Play pointers 
give parents and caregivers extra ideas 
about how to play around the theme 
expressed in the kit, including activities, 
songs and crafts that incorporate skills 
learned through play. Currently we are 

expanding our play kits selection.
	 Parents who participate in the TLL 
program find that it provides a very 
important opportunity to teach children 
about caring for toys and sharing with 
others, practicing an environmentally 
friendly approach to toy selection and 
recognizing that a wide range of bor-
rowed toys can provide just as much 
fun as the bright shiny toys advertised 
in the media.
	 Last month we celebrated Toy 
Lending Library’s 25th anniversary! TLL 
has undergone physical changes and 
has seen many families come and go, 
but our heart is still strong thanks to 
participants, volunteers and a generous 
community. Come check us out!
	 Hours: first and third full week of 
each month – Tuesdays 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
and Fridays 10 - 11:30 a.m. For the full 

schedule, please visit our website at 
www.heightsparentcenter.org.
	 The Toy Lending Library is located 
in the Activity Center in the CH-UH 
Main Library on Lee Road (across the 
bridge in the "West Wing").
	 Annual membership fee: $40. 
Members can borrow up to three toys 
for a two week lending period and take 
advantage of the Stay & Play Program 
during each session. This provides an 
opportunity to interact with other fami-
lies and to see and play with additional 
TLL toys from our inventory.
	 TLL is in need of volunteers and 
volunteers get a free membership! Call 
us at 216-321-0079 and ask for Lynn if 
you are interested.

Lynn Grimm is a program assistant at 
Heights Parent Center and oversees the opera-
tions for the Toy Lending Library.  Lynn lives 
in Cleveland Heights with her two children, 
Erin and Jack.

ing games or simply chatting.
	 The activities of the group continue 
to grow, as does the range of music; 
from classical opera and concert music 
traditions, to favorite popular tunes 
from every corner of American music. 
Singing with the Choristers inspired 
Jay Calabretta to lead a series of opera 
information sessions open to all Jud-
son residents, many of whom attend 
Metropolitan Opera simulcasts and 
other University Circle performances. 
Martin Simon, former cellist with the 
Cleveland Orchestra, joined Ms. Ryder 
for Beethoven's charming “Magic Flute 
Variations for Cello and Piano,” as the 
chorus learned the opera in preparation 
to see a Cleveland Institute of Music 
performance of it and the Ingmar Berg-
man film.
	 In other sessions, Ilse Strnisha and 
others join in to many songs with their 
harmonicas; songs like "Over the Rain-
bow" and "We Shall Overcome," which 
was part of the group's Martin Luther 
King Jr. celebration. Planning for next 
season's repertoire and partnerships 
has already begun as the Choristers 
learn music from Carl Orff's "Carmina 
Burana" before observing a Blossom 
Chorus rehearsal and preparing a special 
Judson Chorister program for Cleveland 
Cerebral Palsy Center students. So, if 
you find yourself at Judson Park on a 
Monday morning at 11, come to the au-
ditorium and join the merriment. You're 
guaranteed to leave with a smile.

Judith Ryder, musician and longtime resi-
dent of Cleveland Heights, was the award-
winning director of Cleveland Opera on Tour 
for 31 years and is the new manager of the 
Cleveland Arts Education Consortium.
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Get your message in front of 

 10,000 Heights readers 
 

$35 single insertion 
As low as $22 for multiple insertions 

 
Call 216-320-1423 for info 

Or email info@futureheights.org 

Grand Opening! 
Tim Weeks 

Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 

only $23.95 
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  

• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 10/7/08 
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(L to R): Judson residents Wilmah Lapham, Ilse Strnisha, chorister director, Judith Ryder, and Mary Fuerst, 
join students from Cleveland’s H. Barbara Booker Academy in a performance of the opera “Carmen” 
for classmates, teachers, parents and friends.

Judson resident Jay Calabretta, who sings with the 
Judson Choristers, mingles with students from the 
H. Barbara Booker Academy in Cleveland during a 
break between performances of “Carmen.”

Catch us on the radio! 
 

Heights Now 
 

90-second broadcasts featuring 
stories from the current issue of 

the Heights Observer 
 

WJCU - 88.7 FM 
www.heightsobserver.org 
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HONDA / TOYOTA / SCION 

Serving the Heights since 1986.
If you haven’t experienced the unbelievable customer service of Motorcars Honda and Toyota in Cleveland 

Heights, simply ask your friends or neighbors about our reputation. With over 20,000 satisfied customers, its 
not hard to find someone in the Heights community who is a Motorcars “Customer for Life”.

Here are some of the ways we make buying and servicing your Honda or Toyota at Motorcars an easy decision -

SERVICE UNTIL 3AM

FREE CAR WASHES
DOWNTOWN SERVICE CENTERS

ONLINE SERVICE APPOINTMENTS
FREE 10 YEAR/100,000 MILE 
  POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

N

MAYFIELD RD

SU
PERIO

R RD

CEDAR RD

2950, 2953 & 2888 Mayfield Rd
Cleveland Heights, 44118
(Located at the corner of Superior 
and Mayfield Rds.)

*Call for more details on our rewards program and how 
we create “Customers for Life”

216-932-2400
www.motorcarscleveland.com

Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle

You design your lifestyle.
Judson makes it happen.

The Judson experience is all about Smart Living – living the way you choose.
Whether you live at Judson or in your home, you have plenty of options to take
charge of your life’s direction. Discover limitless opportunities. Call (216) 791-2436
or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.
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