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Taking back our community:
foreclosure assistance

Kimberly Dominique

No one will deny that the foreclosure
crisis is affecting the community in its
entirety. Still, the reality of a foreclosure
is hard to face. If you find you cannot
make your mortgage payment on time,
becoming proactive may prevent the
loss of your home.

Take two steps: contact your lender
and contact a HUD-approved counsel-
ing agency. The Home Repair Resource
Center (HRRC) is a HUD-certified
counseling agency that provides fore-
closure intervention and prevention
counseling. The center also offers finan-
cial literacy classes on budgeting and
credit education. All services are free.

When a first-time homebuyer, who
was raising two children on a disability
check, defaulted on three consecutive
mortgage payments she contacted
HRRC. Her home was in danger of be-

ing sold at a sheriff’s sale.

HRRCs foreclosure specialist took
several steps. First, the specialist analyzed
the client's documents and discussed all
possible options. Next, came suggestions
on changing monthly spending. The
specialist contacted the lender on the
client's behalf and negotiated an afford-
able mortgage payment that allowed the
client to keep her home.

There is not one standard solution
for a household in foreclosure preven-
tion. The options available depend on
the household's circumstances and the
type of mortgage.

HRRC is here to help prevent fore-
closures and intervene if the process is
underway. To make an appointment, call
216-381-6100, from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., M-F.

Kimberly Dominique is a foreclosure special-
ist who joined the HRRC in May 2008.
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fall day with her grammy’s dog Nicoise.

Aflock of 100 pink flamingos took up temporary residence at Linda Marolin'-s East Overlook home last
weekend. Linda's mother, Peggy, celebrated her centennial year Sunday. Happy Birthday, Peggy!
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18-month-old Vivian Poriner of Kingston Road explores her Cleveland Heights neighborhood on a sunny
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Cleaning up leaves and sticks before winter is the first step to good yard maintenance.

Douglas Freer

Soon, a wintery blanket of snow and ice

will cover our yards. Now is the time to

run through the check-list of fall yard

maintenance items before it's too late.

* Remove leaves and sticks from garden
beds, lawns and other areas.

* Remove annuals and other seasonal
plants.

* Cut down perennials after several kill-
ing frosts.

* Divide perennials and remove un-
wanted plants from the garden.

* Mulch around the base of tender
perennials and plants that need extra
insulation during the winter. Mulch
beds with compost, leaf humus or
Sweet Peet.

* Dig and store tender perennials, tubers
and summer bulbs.

COURTESY OF DOUGLAS FREER

ard for winter

* Cut the lawn until the air temperatures
are consistently below 50° F. Don’t
leave the lawn tall going into winter.

* Apply the last round of lawn fertilizer
when temperatures are below 50°F;
this will help root development and
prepare the grass for spring growth

* Plant spring flowering bulbs before the
ground freezes.

* Turn off in-ground irrigation systems,
drain and blow out the system.

* Drain and winterize water features.

* Empty, clean and store bird baths.

* Empty clay pots; store them in a cov-
ered, dry location for winter.

* Stop feeding the fish in the water
features.

* Clean out catch basins, drains and
window wells. (Better now than when
they’re backed up!)

* Re-edge garden beds; this will make
it easier in the spring to reestablish
the edges.

* Water plants one last time before coil-
ing up the hoses, particularly evergreen
plants (thododendron, holly, azaleas,
conifers, etc.).

* Spray anti-desiccant on plants, particu-
larly broadleaved evergreens that are

exposed to winter winds.

* Inspect outdoor lighting, replace bulbs
as needed. Adjust timer as necessary.

* Stack fire wood up off the ground,
cover with a tarp to keep dry.

* Prune plants now only for clearance
along driveways, walks and buildings
or to remove any damaged or diseased
plant parts. Holdoft on major pruning
until late winter and early spring.

Good sanitation is important to
maintaining a healthy landscape. By
cleaning up leaves and dead plant parts
you will minimize the potential for re-
curring disease. A clean landscape also
minimizes places that rodents and other
pests can hide.

For a comprehensive season-by-
season check list of lawn and garden
to-do’s, email info@lawnlad.com or
visit www.lawnlad.com/learningcenter/
aftercare.asp.

Douglas Freer is a Cleveland Heights native
and is the owner of Lawn Lad, Inc., which
provides residential landscape services in
the Heights, www.lawnlad.com or 216~

371°1935.

health care coverage.

- Dependents and Students
- Early Retirees and Seniors
- COBRA/Alternative

We offer health coverage for:
- Individuals without Group Coverage
- Self-Employed and Small Businesses

Affordable health coverage
to the rescue.

Don’t put you or your family at risk by trying to get by without

Rates as
low as...

59

Call me today for a free quote!

PAUL WEINSTEIN
216-643-0173 or 888-290-2930

Apply Online Fast! www.paulweinstein-insurance.com

Anthem 19

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Community Insurance Company. Independent licensee of the
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®ANTHEM is a registered trademark. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and
symbols are registered marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. *Rates are illustrative and subject to
change. Your rate will be based on your age, gender, area, tier level and the deductible level you choose.
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT WWW.HEIGHTSOBSERVER.ORG

ANDREA MORRIS
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MOTORCARS

HONDA / TOYOTA / SCION

Customers for Life.

Serving the Heights since 1986.

If you haven't experienced the unbelievable customer service of Motorcars Honda and Toyota in Cleveland
Heights, simply ask your friends or neighbors about our reputation. With over 20,000 satisfied customers, its

not hard to find someone in the Heights community who is a Motorcars “Customer for Life”.

Here are some of the ways we make buying and servicing your Honda or Toyota at Motorcars an easy decision -

SERVICE UNTIL 3AM ONLINE SERVICE APPOINTMENTS
FREE CAR WASHES" FREE 10 YEAR/100,000 MILE’
DOWNTOWN SERVICE CENTERS POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

"Call for more details on our rewards program and how 2950, 2953 & 2888 Mayfield Rd AYFIELD RD
we create “Customers for Life” Cleveland Heights, 44118 o \
’ %+ @271

2 1 6"' 9 3 2 "24 0 O (Located at the corner of Superior %C%o%
CEDAR RD

www.motorcarscleveland.com and Mayfield Rds.)

You design your lifestyle.

Judson makes it happen.

The Judson experience is all about Smart Living — living the way you choose.
Whether you live at Judson or in your home, you have plenty of options to take
charge of your life’s direction. Discover limitless opportunities. Call (216) 791-2436

or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.

(ndsorn

Smart Living s Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle
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