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Mike Gaynier

Home in the Heights, a recently created 
subsidiary of the Home Repair Resource 
Center, has sold its first renovated proper-
ty: a formerly vacant, foreclosed home on 
Westover Drive in Cleveland Heights.
 Publicity about the project brought 
inquiries from many interested buyers. 
The final purchasers, Mark Finkenbine and 
Nadelane Joseph of University Heights, 
say they loved the potential they saw in 
the home when they first visited, shortly 
after renovations began in March.
 “We came in just as the house was 
being gutted and were able to pick and 
choose colors and tiles and floor cover-
ings. It’s a big, collaborative effort, and 
we’re really looking forward to getting 
it finished,” said Joseph.
 Purchasing and renovating vacant 
homes in Cleveland Heights has been an 

Home in the Heights sells first renovated vacant house

new homeowners have already purchased this foreclosed and vacant home on Westover Drive in 
Cleveland heights’ Forest hill neighborhood from the home Repair Resource Center, which is in the 
process of renovating it through its home in the heights subsidiary.

Greta Ryan

Thinking about buying a home or re-
financing your current one? You may 
wonder: How do I get ready financially? 
Can a realtor help me find the house? 
Will I qualify for a mortgage? Is my 
home equity safe if I refinance? Should 
I consider a reverse mortgage? What 
must I know to buy a foreclosed or bank-
owned home or rent-to-own?
 Despite our troubled economy, or 
maybe because of it, this might be the 
right time to buy a home. Interest rates 
are low, inventory is high and there 
are great bargains to be had. The City 
of Cleveland Heights and the Home 
Repair Resource Center will sponsor a 
free information fair for anyone consid-
ering these questions from 8:30 a.m. to 

home Buyers’ Fair is June 13 RTA hosts meeting to  
discuss new station design

Jerry Masek

The design of a new Red Line rail sta-
tion at University Circle will be the 
topic of a community meeting at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 9 at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center.
 In October 2007, the RTA board 
of trustees awarded a contract to URS 
Corp. to design a new rapid transit 
station. The design process includes 
a detailed traffic study; land use and 
development plan; new design of the 
bus loop area; and a station entrance 
building and platform. RTA staff and 
the architectural design team have been 
working through the complicated tasks 
of building a rail station in a confined 
space, along a busy city street adjacent 
to active rail tracks.
 The station is intended to be a sig-
nature piece of architecture serving as a 
gateway to University Circle, Cleveland 
and Cleveland Heights. The 1.25 million-
dollar design process will end in spring 
2010, with contracts awarded in the fall. 

Heights Observer Staff

A public consensus seems to be emerg-
ing that local governments must figure 
out how to provide services at lower 
cost to taxpayers. However, opinion is 
all over the map on how to achieve this 
goal. Is the answer fiscal belt tighten-
ing, fewer services, better competitive 
strategies, consolidation of services, or 
something else?
 At 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 17, the 
League of Women Voters Cuyahoga 

Officials to speak  
at public forum on  
government collaboration

Cicero will not run for 
re-election this fall

important part of the center’s mission. 
In the organization’s 37-year history, it 
has completed and sold seven renovated 
homes. Home in the Heights plans to ac-
quire and renovate several vacant homes 
in Cleveland Heights this year and sell 
them to owners who will occupy these 
houses and be responsible neighbors.
 Currently there are more than 1,000 
vacant houses in Cleveland Heights. 
Home in the Heights was formed in 
response to this crisis.
 “Last year, our board decided to es-
tablish Home in the Heights as a way to 
address the vacant houses in Cleveland 
Heights,” explained Kathryn Lad, execu-
tive director of the center. “Community 
support is tremendous, and people are 
excited about our plan to turn empty 
houses into beautiful family homes that 
strengthen our neighborhoods.”
 Home in the Heights was poised 
to begin renovations last September on 
three vacant foreclosed homes, but the 
national lending crisis resulted in the 
withdrawal of committed financing for 
construction costs. Subsequently, Home 
in the Heights and the center secured 
private funding to renovate the Westover 
Drive house, which is in the Forest Hill 
neighborhood.

 “Our intention was to have this first 
home ready for sale in 90 days, but when 
Mark and Nadelane decided it was the 
perfect home for them, we completed 
a sales agreement that allowed them to 
work with us on the modifications they 
desired while the  renovation was  in 
progress. This should demonstrate to 
the banking community that it is time 
to begin lending again to support com-
munity redevelopment,” Lad said.
 “Home in the Heights has the 
capacity to manage multiple home 
renovations simultaneously. It’s past 
time to get moving on more of these 
renovations.”  

 The  house on Westover Drive has 
been vacant for more than two years. 
Significant modifications are being 
made, including enclosing a covered 
porch that will become part of the new 
kitchen. When work is completed, the 
home will feature higher energy efficien-
cy and lower maintenance costs, a new 
kitchen and bathrooms and numerous 
other planned amenities. Construction 
features green technology and high-
quality materials to match neighbor-
hood and community standards. A 
public open house is planned for July.

noon on Saturday, June 13, at Cleveland 
Heights City Hall, 40 Severance Circle.
 Choose among the following  
workshops:
Preparing to Buy a Home
9:00 - 9:45 Pre-Buying Checklist
10:00-10:30 Understanding FHA, VA 

the many beautiful and historic homes in Cleveland 
heights and its proximity to Cleveland’s university 
Circle attract homeowners.

Heights Observer Staff

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
School Board member Mike Cicero will 
not run for re-election, citing the need 
to devote more time to his family and 
legal practice. His is one of three seats 
up this fall. Currently serving his first 
four-year term, Cicero is the only Uni-
versity Heights resident on the board 
and believes the board needs someone 
from the community to be an advocate 
for their children. “University Heights 
residents disconnect from the district 
if there is no representation on the 

Proposed design for new university Circle station
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On my block of East Overlook Road, 
there are more than a dozen abandoned, 
probably foreclosed homes. Some of the 
lawns are covered with foot tall grass and 
dandelions. I called City Hall and a patient, 
helpful, articulate person in the Housing 
Department said that all City Hall can do 
is call the owners or banks that own the 
home and ask them to cut the grass. In the 
past, the city would have cut the grass and 
charged the owner/bank for the service. 
But now, because of massive layoffs, the 
city can no longer do this. They can only 
make phone calls. They have no way of 
enforcing the basic upkeep of lawns.
 I asked the Housing Department, 
“What if a resident living in the home 
simply decides not to cut their grass. 
What can the city do about it?” “We 
can do nothing whatsoever except call 
them, nothing more,” was the answer.
 This means that no one in Cleveland 
Heights has to cut the grass anymore. 
The city, with its budget cutbacks, has 
lost this basic, fundamental control of 
its neighborhoods.
 My East Overlook block borders 
directly on Cain Park. During the theater 
and music season, hundreds of people 
come from all over to park on my street 
or nearby and walk to Cain Park. What 
an image we will be portraying to them: 
boarded up homes and knee high, unkept 
lawns. I know exactly what they will say: 
there goes the neighborhood--it used to 
be such a nice place to live.
Steve Warner
East Overlook Road
Cleveland Heights

Uncut grass is another 
nail in the city’s coffin

time for a new master 
plan for Cleveland heights
Toby Rittner

The recent budget tightening in local 
government has rekindled a critical is-
sue in Cleveland Heights: the need for 
a comprehensive master plan and eco-
nomic strategy for our community.
 Nearly 10 years ago, residents 
created a vision report that described 
what Cleveland Heights aspired to be. 
It was a valiant effort, but it omitted 
one important element—a road map 
for how Cleveland Heights hopes to 
achieve these goals. There was noth-
ing about implementation strategy, no 
specifics about resource allocation, no 
strategic development focus and no 
project prioritization. Nor did it pro-
vide development plans for the major 
commercial thoroughfares of Mayfield, 
Cedar, Taylor, and Coventry roads.
 The city has a zoning ordinance 
that designates approved land uses. But 
a zoning ordinance is not a master plan 
and does not provide direction in craft-
ing the future of land development and 
economic growth in the community.

Why are a master plan and develop-
ment strategy important?
Master plans and economic develop-
ment strategies direct public resources 
toward economic growth, business 
investment, job creation, home develop-
ment and transportation. Communities 
with master plans and development 
strategies prosper and are more socially 
and economically diverse because of 
such long-range thinking.
 Central Ohio cities, such as Dublin, 
New Albany, Westerville, Worthington, 
Gahanna, Grove City, and Columbus 
have master plans and development 
strategies. These communities con-
tinue to grow and have witnessed fewer 
challenges during the recent economic 
downturn.
 Cleveland Heights has certainly 
felt the pinch of the tight economy. 
Our community is struggling to spur 
new economic development, our home 
values have fallen, and foreclosures are 
all too real. We are also limited to short-
term capital improvements because of 
the lack of resources for investment in 
our roads and infrastructure. Had long-

term planning been put in place years 
ago, the current crisis might have been 
easier for the city to absorb.
 Economic development, in par-
ticular, must be a focused and targeted 
effort. Cleveland Heights should de-
sign a development finance toolbox 
that addresses the entire spectrum of 
economic development opportunities, 
including business investment, real 
estate development and the catalyzing 
of entrepreneurship.

What do we do now?
The economic downturn presents a per-
fect opportunity for a new direction—
one focused on long-range planning 
and economic development. We have 
an opportunity to revamp our thinking 
by embracing innovation and cutting-
edge planning techniques to make our 
community the strongest suburb of 
Cleveland.
 Starting now, we should establish 
and implement a straightforward and 
comprehensive master plan and eco-
nomic development strategy. This plan 
should encompass all residential neigh-
borhoods and commercial corridors and 
include specifics for physical and eco-
nomic development, with benchmarks 
to measure the plan’s success on a yearly 
basis. Resource allocation should be 
directly tied to the plan’s action items. 
Transportation strategy, home rehabili-
tation and modernization programs, and 
the creation of economic partnerships 
with surrounding communities should 
be built in. Finally, our plan must be 
green. It should encourage and support 
green development, including develop-
ing green building codes, a homeowner 
program to reduce energy costs, a water 
conservation and rain barrel program, 
and a green business incubator.
 While these may all seem like lofty 
goals, we can do it! Our diversity and 
economic climate enable us to build on 
our strengths in ways that will make us 
even stronger not only when times are 
good, but also when the next economic 
downturn comes around.

Toby Rittner is a member of the Future-
Heights board of trustees and is a candidate for  
Cleveland Heights City Council this fall.

For the finest Quality
• Fences-crafted of  cedar
• Patios-brick & flagstone
• Decks-cedar or composite
• Planting-design & install
Hundreds of  satisfied Heights customers.

Michael J. Madorsky 216.321.7729

MJM Landscape Design & Construction

Since 1983

Solutions for Real Estate 
and Corporate Transactions 

The Chilcote Law Firm 

Lee A. Chilcote 
Attorney at Law 

 
The Cedar-Grandview Building 
12434 Cedar Road, Suite No. 3 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 
 

Main Phone: 216 795 4117 
Direct Dial: 216 795 9859 
Cell: 216 496 6646 
Fax: 216 795 4245 
Email: lee.chilcote@chilcotelaw.com 

 

COLLABORATION continued from page 1

Area, Heights Chapter; FutureHeights; 
and the CH-UH Public Library will 
present a public forum titled “Does 
sharing help? The inside story on coop-
erative government,” at the Lee Road 
Library, 2345 Lee Rd.
 Panelists are South Euclid Mayor 
Georgine Welo, University Heights Coun-
cilman Kevin Patrick Murphy and Cleve-
land Heights Councilman Mark Tumeo. 
They will discuss how each has experienced 
inter-city governmental cooperation, and 
answer questions from the public.
 Post your questions in advance at 
www.heightsobserver.org/deck/.

 
 

 
Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 

The energy-efficient way to heat and cool your home or  
business.  We specialize in retrofitting Heights homes!

Call 216-906-1300 or email J.Shorey@NorthcoastGeothermal.com for more information.

 

Northcoast Geothermal*, Inc.
 Design and Construction Services

Making the planet greener, one 
house at a time.

*Noun 1.
geothermal energy

We Specialize in 
• All city Violations 
• All PRE-LISTING Repairs 
• All post Purchase Repairs 
• Rehabbing Foreclosed homes 

• Basement waterproofing /Cracks 
• All Masonry –tuck pointing/FP 
• Concrete-Drive/-Garage Slab 
• Door/Windows Installations 
• Deck/Porches/Structural works 
• Roofing-Tear off-New-Replace 
• Siding-Wood/Vinyl/Aluminum 
• Cabinets/trims/Laminate Floors 

$AVE$SAVE$SAVE$SAVE$SAVE$ 

 

PAY LESS                             
For All Construction Services            

Specialized Trade   Mostly Amish    
      20+ Experience 

Specials : Material + Labor 
• Furnace from $1,395 
• New Garage from $10,900 
• Windows from $149 
• Tree Removal pay less             

$AVE$SAVE$SAVE$SAVE$SAVE$ 

HGN CONSTRUCTION, LLC 
(216) 799-2519  

letteRs to the eDitoR
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gooD neWs FRom FutuReheights

more than 400 Futureheights volunteers 
are sowing the seeds of community

□Yes, I want to sow the seeds of community with FutureHeights! Enclosed is my tax-deductible, membership gift in the amount of:

□ Senior/Student $15  
□ Dual/Family $50*  
□ Citizen Activist $125 
□ Newspaper Publisher $500 

□ Individual $30 
□ Civic Champion $75  
□ Squeaky Wheel $250 
□ Other $___________ 

* I/We want to support citizen-driven, community news. With a $50 or more gift, FutureHeights will send 12 issues 
of the Heights Observer directly to my home or business.  

  (______ Don’t send to me. Send to:_______________________________________________________________) 
 

Name ____________________________________________________________ 
As you would like it to appear in recognition of your gift. 
 

 I/We wish to remain anonymous. 
 

Address __________________________________________________________ 
 

City ______________________________ State ______ Zip_________________ 
 

Phone _________________ E-mail ____________________________________ 

□ I/We have enclosed a check made payable to FutureHeights 
□ Please charge my MasterCard or Visa (AMEX and Discover not accepted) 
□ Please divide my credit card payment into equal amounts charged Monthly   Quarterly 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Credit Card Number          Exp. Date  
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Card Holder’s Name (Please print as it appears on the card) 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Card Holder 
 

Other ways to support FutureHeights and ensure our work into the future: 
□ Volunteer. I/We wish to volunteer with FutureHeights in the following capacity_________________
    Please contact me/us. 
□ Matching Gifts. My employer will match my donation. Company name: _____________________ 
□ Bequests. I/We have remembered FutureHeights in our will or estate plan. 
□ Appreciated Stock. Please contact me/us to arrange for my/our gift in the form of a stock transfer. 

Thank you for your gift! FutureHeights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Visit us at www.futureheights.org. For financial information visit www.guidestar.org.

Mail To: FutureHeights, 2163 Lee Road, #103, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

Lita Gonzalez 

“Writing for the Observer allows me to 
feel a part of the community and tell 
the community’s stories. It allows me 
to give back to the community that has 
given so much to me.
 When FutureHeights began it 
had a vision to make something that 
would serve and improve the com-
munity, and meet future challenges.  
It has done just that in the Heights 
Observer.
 There’s nothing else like it any-
where.”

Joanne Campbell 

“The Heights Observer gives the commu-
nity immediate access to information. 
It focuses on what you want to know.  
And it gives you a voice, a real chance 
to say something about things that are 
important.
  FutureHeights is an important 
organization. They give you a chance 
to know about and participate in your 
own community.”

Barney and George Barletta 

“I’m just one of many who contribute 
the time and expense of helping to put 
the Heights Observer in the hands of 
Heights residents.
 The Observer is the only source of 
items that are news only to the Heights 
community, while allowing more in-
depth coverage of broader Heights-
related events. In newsprint or online 
it is the one and only place to turn to 
for what really matters in Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 Why contribute?  How often do you 
get your money’s worth for anything, let 
alone twice your money’s worth?”

Jeff Haynes 

“Delivering the Heights Observer gives 
our kids at Heights Youth Club an 
opportunity to give back and help 
others. And it gives them a sense that 
giving back can be easy and rewarding 
at the same time.
 The partnership with Future-
Heights helps us tell our story: 
the youth who come to our club 
are doing positive things in the  
community.”

Community volunteers and Future-
Heights are planting the seeds of 
community–and you can help them 
grow. Every dollar you donate to  
FutureHeights–by July 15–will be 
matched by an anonymous benefac-
tor, dollar-for-dollar, up to $15,000!
 Your donation today cultivates 
healthy, sustainable neighborhoods 
in the Heights through:
•  The Heights Observer–The East 

Side’s number one nonprofit citizen-
written, neighborhood news source 
serves Cleveland Heights and Uni-
versity Heights and links citizens 
to resources, to information and to 
one another. Over 9,000 copies are 
distributed monthly by volunteers 

good news: Futureheights spring matching gift opportunity
and heightsobserver.org provides online 
access to the local news you need to 
know.

•  Town meetings and online forums 
like the annual Cleveland Heights State 
of the City address allow citizens to talk 
about important issues and exchange 
ideas.

•  Volunteer opportunities–There 
are more than 400 citizens who give 
their time and talent as FutureHeights 
volunteers.

•  The Best of the Heights Awards 
and Shop Local campaign–Sup-
porting our vibrant, diverse inde-
pendent business community helps 
strengthen the local economy.

•  Creative collaborations–WJCU 
88.7 FM; the Home Repair Resource 
Center; the CH-UH Public Library; 
Heights Youth Club; Heights Parent 
Center; Coventry Village; Cedar Fair-
mount, and Lee Road Special Improve-
ment Districts; the cities of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights and 
Cleveland Bridge Builders, among oth-
ers, have joined with FutureHeights to 
strengthen our quality of life.

•  Community tours and National 
Preservation Month events re-
mind everyone of the unique and 
historic qualities of our area.

With only two staff in a small office 
above the Cedar Lee Theatre, this ef-

ficient, grassroots organization creates 
a lot of bang for the buck.
 FutureHeights relies heavily on 
individual contributions from people 
like you to stay afloat.
 Please don’t miss out on this chance 
to make a gift that will go twice as far 
in maintaining vital community pro-
grams.
 Donate online at www.future-
heights.org or www.heightsobserver.org.  
Call 216- 320-1423 with your credit card 
today. Or fill out and send in the form 
below with your check.
 Then, sit back and watch your 
investment grow-times two. Thank 
you!
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only trained professionals are capable of 
running the City of university heights. Wrong.
Rick Adante

The Charter Review Commission has 
had several weeks to digest the ques-
tions presented to them, such as what 
they think are the specific issues the city 
faces, and how the charter would correct 
them. Still, the answers are elusive.
 What I do hear from some members 
of the commission are responses that prey 
on a fear -- that we need to create a char-
ter that provides flexibility to deal with 
changes in the many variables that affect 
our lives. Which is great if you accept  
vague and unspecific answers. However 
what’s to say the current form of govern-
ment doesn’t have that capacity? 
 Please, members of the commis-
sion, make an argument.
 Let there be no mistake, my mind was 
open to hearing both sides of the argument 
on the structure-of-government issue. 
However, as time passes and information 
comes out of the hearings, I am skeptical 
that simple questions -- such as why a new 
form of government will be better than the 
current -- remain unanswerd. 

 At the end of the May 5 public 
meeting, comments were made by a 
commission member that he did not 
know what lies ahead, and that is why 
he felt comfortable with the com-
mission’s proposed city administrator 
form of government. What? How can 
a substantial change be recommended 
without having some understanding as 
to what the issues driving the change 
are or will be? 
 Others have indicated that the cur-
rent economic crisis is one example of 
why the city needs to install a “trained 
professional” to manage day-to-day op-
erations. In theory, I would be moved 
to agree. However, in practice, does that 
really alleviate the crisis?
 I look westward to Cleveland 
Heights and hear a resounding no. 
Cleveland Heights has a city manager, a 
“trained professional,” and has fallen prey 
to upside-down budgets and debt levels 
that University Heights has avoided.
 The solution does not lie in changing 
the city’s charter to a new form of govern-
ment. The solution lies in the hands of 

the residents and those whom they elect 
to deal with the problems the city faces.
 University Heights has had a federal 
(Mayor-Council) form of government 
since its inception and continues to 
have a constituency capable of under-
taking the business of the people. Over 
half of the residents of this city have a 
bachelor of science or higher education, 
and those who don’t certainly have the 
life experiences that would make them 
equally qualified to represent the resi-
dents of University Heights.   
 I know the answers to new challeng-
es will not come from an individual such 
as a city administrator, but rather the 
voices of residents through their elected 
council members and mayor. There have 
been plenty of changes over the last 30 
years to our world, economy, and social 
climate. UH’s form of government has 
weathered them all. Change is inevitable 
and should be embraced. Our members 
of council have the opportunity through 
ordinance to bring on professionals to 
deal with changing circumstances.
 A charter amendment which es-

tablishes a city administrator will be 
permanent until the next charter review 
(7 to 15 years from November 2009, if 
the new language passes) and really does 
not provide the flexibility to adapt to 
change. I believe a potential for lack of 
accountability exists if we allow changes 
to the charter that would effectively 
provide “political cover” to members 
of council, as was mentioned at the 
hearing on May 5. Residents’ problems 
and concerns would be deflected to a 
contracted administrator, rather than 
the mayor or council.
 Bottom line, it’s not about the system 
of government; it’s about the people in 
government. I urge all residents to speak 
up now or forever hold your peace…. at 
least until Nov. 3.

Rick Adante lives in University Heights 
on Fenwick Road and plans to run for city 
council in the November 2009 election. 
 Editors note: The Heights Observer will 
follow this story and post updates online. 
Visit www.heightsobserver.org for the lat-
est information and join the conversation at 
www. heightsobserver.org/deck/.

Healthy Flowers & Healthy Lawn
Lawn Lad is the local bulk supplier of SweetPeet 

100% organic mulch, which gives our lawn  
and plant building processes superior results.  

SweetPeet’s nutrients and beneficial microbes 
fortify soil and make plant roots thrive.  

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making  
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board,” he says.
 The last four years have seen an 
elementary school closure, a lawsuit, 
budget cuts and now the need to replace 
a well-liked and effective superinten-
dent. Yet, Cicero says these events have 
not been any more difficult than those 
faced by previous boards. He expects 
the next four years will bring deeper 
budget cuts and school funding issues 
due to the economic recession.
 “Zeal and energy are not enough,” 
Cicero says. “You have to be able to 
make very tough decisions and have a 
good working knowledge of how public 
education is structured in Ohio.”
 Ron Register, completing his sec-
ond term on the board, plans to run 
for re-election this fall. “I see the need 
to continue to work and support the 
transformation process which the dis-
trict has been involved in over the past 
few years,” he says. “At this point, I am 
the only member with the history, and 
I would be doing a disservice to us all 
not to continue for another term.”
 Kal Zucker, who is completing his 
first term, is undecided. “I feel it is far 

more important for me to stay focused 
on the current decisions I am making 
as a board member than on my own 
political career.”
 Zucker praised Cicero’s work on 
the board and said he “will be sorely 
missed.”

CICERO continued from page 1

 Pint with your pup on the patio 

2167 lee road (next to cedar/lee theatre) • 216.321.3469 

 

Water provided. 
The beer is on you! 

 
 

Happy hour til 9pm  

parnells’s pub 

P 

GreenerHome
Services

www.GreenerHomeServices.com

Call
216.916.7308

Save Energy, Save Money 
Aluminum Clad Outside and Wood Inside
Optional Fiberglass Composite Windows
Free In-Home Consultation

Replacement Windows
U.S. 2009-2010 Energy Tax Credit
- Up to $1500. on Eligible Products
- Sun Defense Low E
- Triple-Pane Low-E Insulating Glass with Argon
- Low-E Insulating Glass with Argon
- Low-E Insulating Glass
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Heights Library 
receives grant 
to help teens
Judithe Soppel

More than 40 Cleveland Heights High 
School juniors or seniors will have a 
chance to serve as paid interns this sum-
mer at the four branches of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Li-
brary thanks to a $15,320 grant from My-
COM Out of School Time. The students 
will be referred by high school staff.
 The grant was written in partnership 
with school social worker Cindy Schmidt 
who will help supervise the students.
 A group of interns will be assigned 
to a specific library to spend one week 
learning about library work and devel-
oping social and work skills. Heights 
Library branches will rotate hosting 
the students for their week beginning 
on June 15. Each intern will have a one 
week experience. Students’ stipend will 
be at minimum wage. 
 Students will get hands-on experi-
ence in reading to children, helping 
them with computers and assisting 
library staff. Afternoons will prepare 
them for the job market by learning 
how to interiew, develop a resume, and 
understand what employers need and 
expect in their workforce. Students will 
adhere to a dress code. Schmidt and the 
students will discuss each day’s activities 
and experiences.
 Each group will create a final project 
that will benefit their host library branch. 
 Out of School Time: Starting Points 
is a lead agency of MyCom, one of six 
components of the Families and Chil-
dren First Council. Its purpose is to 
connect kids to a network of caring and 
committed adults who offer guidance 
and encouragement in developing skills 
to compete in the global economy.

Judithe Soppel is the public relations coordi-
nator for the Cleveland Height-University 
Heights Public Library.

Hours change at the 
Heights Libraries
Beginning June 7, Coventry Village li-
brary, noble neighborhood library and 
university heights library will be closed 
on sundays. sunday hours will resume on 
september 6. Please remember to visit the 
lee Road library on sundays from1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. all summer long!

Summer Reading has 
prizes for all ages
Tonya Gibson

Summer is here.  That means the library’s 
Summer Reading Program is too! Children 
who register for the program will get a prize 
for signing up. Visit the library weekly for 
fun, exploration, stickers, and chances to 
win other prizes. Teens can win weekly 
prizes for reading manga, comic books, 
fiction, non-fiction, magazines, the school’s 
summer reading list or cereal boxes. Get 
registered to win food, books, and movies-
-and receive a prize just for signing up. 
Adults can join in, too. Read a book then 
fill out a short entry form at your favorite li-
brary location and drop it in our entry box. 
You may be the lucky reader who receives 
the Book of the Month prize: a choice of 
the latest titles ordered especially for you 
and delivered to your door each month for 
a year. No matter how you like to express 
yourself, the library is the place to be this 
summer. Registration begins June 1.

Tonya Gibson is an employee of the Heights 
Libraries who enjoys writing and photography.

World Wide Knit in Public Day
JoAnn Vicarel

World Wide Knit in Public Day was 
started in 2005 by Danielle Landes. It be-
gan as a day for knitters to come together 
and enjoy each other’s company, exchange 
ideas about knitting, and just knit. By 
nature, knitting is usually a solitary craft. 
We knit in front of the television, sit-
ting in the backyard, on the deck or in 
the car. But we do it alone. This is a day 
designed for knitters to get out of their 
houses and meet with other people who 
love the craft.   
 We want you to knit in public with 
us! The Noble Neighborhood Library will 
participate in World Wide Knit in Public 
Day on June 13. We begin knitting at 1 
p.m. and end at 4 p.m. Please bring a lawn 
chair, bottle of water, a snack (if you wish 
to risk eating while knitting) and of course 

CH-UH Public Library Board 
meeting highlights
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2009
All board members present.

Finance
Financial statements for February and March 
were not available from the acting business 
manager, who is still learning the library’s 
financial records software. This caused some 
board members concern. The statements were 
to be in the board members’ hands within two 
weeks. No indication of impropriety had been 
found in the financial records.

Dobama
Owner’s representative Julie Criscione reported 
that only the carpeting and bathroom light 
fixtures remain unfinished in the library’s por-
tion of the Dobama construction. The pool has 
been decked over, which immediately improved 
acoustics. The City of Cleveland Height’s com-
mercial area loan fund will loan $50,000 to 
Dobama; sufficient pledges would be due to as-
sure repayment in two years. The first production 
in the new location will be a play by Cleveland 
Heights resident Eric Coble.

Employment positions
Applications were being received for a part-time 
young adult associate. A full-time children’s posi-
tion will remain unfilled at present.

Circulation statistics
Board President Eric Silverman reported that 

circulation statistics are the highest since the return 
to the renovated Lee Road Library.

Fiscal officer
Silverman also reported that at a special meeting, 
the board had approved the position of fiscal 
officer for which the board would create a job 
description.

Community archives
Support Services Coordinator Deborah Rossman 
spoke about local archives, addressing local 
history needs, already existing archive resources 
at other institutions, digital formats, needed 
equipment, cooperation with other libraries and 
community volunteers. Participants would have to 
sign off on their copyrights. Other organizations, 
such as the Western Reserve History Society, are 
better able to serve as physical repositories of 
community archives.

Funding decreases
The Public Library Fund receipts have been worse 
each month, with the housing situation leading to 
lower tax revenues. The upcoming census may 
show higher poverty rates and lower property 
values within the library district.

Volunteers
Responding to Board Member Kevin Ortner’s 
inquiry about volunteers, Director Nancy 
Levin noted that the library had used RSVP 
volunteers in the past as well as teacher’s union 
volunteers in the Homework Center. However, 
such volunteers need professional training and 
supervision. A need for a volunteer grant writer 
was mentioned.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

these meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from lWV observers’ written reports. 
the summaries have been edited and 
prepared by Charlene morse, marilyn 
mclaughlin and maryann Barnes. to 
receive email postings of full reports, 
send an email to mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or join through google groups us-
ing “lwv-chuh observer reports” as a 
search phrase. 

these reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of 
public meetings and are not official 
statements of the league of Women 
Voters-Cuyahoga area, heights Chap-
ter.  this disclaimer must accompany 
any redistribution of these reports.

your knitting. In case of rain, we will knit 
in Meeting Room A of the library. 
 World Wide Knit in Public Day is 
the largest knitting event in the world. 
It is made up of a number of local hap-
penings in cities, states, and countries 
throughout the world. It is a great way 
to show the community that people who 
knit are all ages and have all degrees of 
creativity and expertise.
 Please make sure you join us at the 
Noble Neighborhood Library at 2800 
Noble Road on June 13 at 1 p.m. 

Jo Ann Vicarel has been the branch manager 
at the Noble Neighborhood Library in Cleve-
land Heights since November, 2000. She began 
teaching knitting to children after school,  then 
added an adult knitting class, the current 
Noble Knitting Circle.  The circle knits for 
local charities.
 

5,000 square feet • Ample Parking • Select your caterer or use ours
This Cleveland Heights landmark was built in 1930 by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. to serve 

as the commercial heart of his Forest Hill real estate development.

Host your special event in historic 
Heights Rockefeller Building

Magnificent former banking hall with Tudor details

3099 Mayfield Road (Corner of Mayfield and Lee roads)
Call 216-321-2100 www.rockefellerheights.com

long time Cleveland heights resident Jill Dixon is the winner of 
the library’s national library Week essay contest. her photo is 
one of the slides on the library’s Web site: www.heightslibrary.
org. you may read her poetic entry by clicking on her photo.

Cleveland Heights resident 
wins library essay contest
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Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2009
All council members present.

New Poet Laureate
The fourth Poet Laureate of Cleveland Heights is 
Gail Bellamy. Bellamy, who was introduced by 
her predecessor Mary E. Weems, read a poem 
in praise of Cleveland Heights, titled “The Meat 
in a History Sandwich.”

Storefront Renovation Program
Council renewed a one-year agreement with 
the consulting team of Tim Barrett, Franklin Pic-
cirillo, Catherine Sabolik and Carolyn R. Smith 
for design and services related to the Cleveland 
Heights Storefront Renovation Program. The 
positive results of this program are visible, for 
example, at Cleveland Violins, 2917 Mayfield 
Road. Later in the meeting, a resolution autho-
rizing the reprogramming and reallocation of 
Community Development Block Grant funds to 
support this program received its first reading.

Properties declared hazards
Two bank-owned properties, at 1528 Crest 
Road and at 2929 Edgehill Road, were 
declared health and safety hazards. These 
actions are intended to put the banks on notice 
that they must respond to notifications from the 
city to bring such properties up to code or to 
raze them.

Stimulus funds sought for city projects
The city is aggressively pursuing federal stimulus 
money to be allocated to Ohio cities. A list of 
projects that Cleveland Heights has submitted 
for consideration, and links to other relevant 
programs, are on the city’s Web site, www.
clevelandheights.com, under “What’s New.”

Suburbs’ sharing/merger discussion
Councilman Mark Tumeo, who has been re-
ceiving media attention for his call to consider 
a merger of Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights, stated that response has been positive 
to the idea of working together to explore shar-
ing services and revenues.

Monticello Boulevard repair project
Council approved an agreement initiating the 
process of cooperation between Cleveland 
Heights and Cuyahoga County for rehabilitation 
of Monticello Boulevard between Mayfield and 
Taylor roads beginning in 2011. The city will 
finance 20 percent of the cost, the county 80 
percent. Funding is still being sought for work East 
of Taylor Road.

Summer news
There will be Coventry Street Fairs on Thursday 
evenings, June 18 and July 16. Tickets are on sale 
for the Cain Park summer season.

LWV observers: Katie Solender and Carol Gibson.

MONDAY, MAY 4, 2009
All Council members present.

Nancy Dietrich to retire
With assurances that there were “no negative 
overtones to this decision,” Council Member Nancy 
Dietrich announced she will retire from council 
when her term ends December 2009. Mayor Ed 
Kelley and other council members thanked her for 
her 12 years of service and noted that she “exempli-
fies the true spirit of Cleveland Heights.”

CDBG funds reallocated
The reprogramming and reallocation of Com-
munity Development Block Grant (CDGB) funds 
to areas of need was authorized. The changes 
are: 1) $40,000 from Storefront Loans Low or 
Moderate Income (LMI) Program to the program 
consultants [see previous meeting report]; 2) 
$50,000 from the Storefront Loans LMI Program 
to the Storefront Grants LMI Program; 3) $15,000 
from the Community Revolving Loan Fund to the 
Section 8 Interest Expense Fund; 4) $67,000 from 

the Community Revolving Loan Fund to the Sec-
tion 8 Principal Expense Fund.

New recycling magnet
The new “Cleveland Heights Recycles” refrigera-
tor magnet is a quick reference guide for what 
materials can and cannot be recycled. Residents 
can pick them up at City Hall or call the Com-
munity Relations office at 216-291-2323.

Homeless prevention and re-housing
As an outgrowth of the 2009 federal economic 
stimulus package, council authorized the city 
manager to submit a Substantial Amendment 
to the Consolidated 2008 Action Plan for the 
Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing 
Program. Cleveland Heights will apply for 
$715,677 over three years, coordinating the 
administration of these funds with the Cleveland/
Cuyahoga County Continuum of Care. This is a 
network of agencies that plans, organizes and 
delivers housing and services to prevent home-
lessness and to assist people as they move into 
stable housing.

Announcements for residents
Citizens who have concerns about their street 
or neighborhood should call the Community 
Relations Office for help in discussing and ad-
dressing issues. In light of cutbacks in staffing, 
residents were urged to help out by picking up 
litter and mowing the lawns of vacant houses. 
Cumberland Pool will be open daily June 
6-September 7.

LWV observers: Katie Solender and Lisa Peters.

space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

see disclaimer on page 5.

 “We’re happy to be buying from a 
community organization and not from 
somebody who’s just flipping houses. 
Home in the Heights has shown a com-
mitment to doing a high-quality job, 
and even going beyond the basics by 
researching and specifying details that 
are true to the history of the house and 
the neighborhood,” said Finkenbine.
 Home Repair Resource Center has 
developed a new Homebuyer Education 
Program to prepare buyers for success-
ful home ownership. A down-payment 
financial assistance program for low- to 
moderate-income buyers is available 
through the center and the City of 
Cleveland Heights. Qualified buyers are 
eligible for up to $15,000.  
 The center, located on Noble Road 
a few blocks north of Monticello, also 
offers popular financial literacy and bud-
geting classes and programs designed to 
help homeowners maintain their homes 
and improve neighborhood property 
values. Hands-on repair classes have 
been attended by hundreds of Cleveland 
Heights residents. The center’s tool 
loans and resource library are also very 
popular.  
 Home Repair Resource Center 
and Home in the Heights are primarily 
supported by Community Develop-
ment Block Grant funds and individual 
contributions. To learn more or make a 
donation, visit www.hrrc-ch.org or call 
216-381-6100.

Mike Gaynier is a Home Repair Resource 
Center board member and a Home in the 
Heights advisory committee member.

HOmE continued from page 1

The construction cost of the station is 
budgeted at $10 million and is projected 
to take about two years to complete.
 The current University Circle sta-
tion is an important transit hub in RTA’s 
network. Built in 1953, it is a primary 
transfer point on the East Side, with 
seven RTA bus lines serving the station, 
well as the free Circle Link service, 
operated by University Circle, Inc. The 
station’s proximity to Case Western Re-
serve University, University Hospitals, 
Cleveland Heights and the University 
Circle institutions provides a constant 
stream of traffic, among the highest in 
the RTA system.
 The architect’s presentation at the 
June 9 meeting will show how features 
of the proposed station will contribute 
to the existing environment. The new 
station may incorporate some or all of 
the following elements:
•  Consolidation of bus loop and pas-

senger areas to the north side of Cedar 
Hill/MLK

•  Removal of the southern entrance and 
bus slip ramp

•  Expansion of the pedestrian walkway from 
the rapid station to the bus station

•  Signature architecture symbolizing the 
regional gateway of the station

•  Station headhouse constructed to maxi-
mize glass and visibility of passengers

•  Park-like plaza entrance, maximizing 
green space setting

• Public art
•  Certification by the U.S. Green Build-

ing Council’s Leadership in Energy 

and Environment Design (LEED) 
program

• Treatment of railroad underpasses
 Cleveland Heights Mayor Edward J. 
Kelley, who is also vice president of the 
RTA board of trustees, urges residents 
to attend the June 9 meeting. Mayor 
Kelley noted that “the project is vital 
to our city. It’s appropriate for residents 
to view the proposed design and offer 
feedback. We all have the same goals . 
. . a world-class transit facility that is 
user-friendly for the residents and for 
people visiting the city.”
 Residents who are unable to attend 
the meeting can learn about the project 
at www.rideRTA.com. Residents are also 
encouraged to send comments regarding 
the proposed station to mfeke@gcrta.org, 
or write to Maribeth Feke at RTA, 1240 
W. Sixth St., Cleveland, OH 44113.

Jerry Masek is the media relations manager 
for RTA.

RTA continued from page 1

and Conventional Mortgages
11:00-11:45 Buying Bank-owned Prop-
erties, Understanding Short Sales and 
Rent-to-Own
Buying a Home
9:00 - 9:45 The Role of the Real Estate 
Agent
10:00-10:45 Home Inspections for 
Home Buyers
11:00-11:45 Applying for a Mortgage and 
What Happens at Closing
Home Equity and Refinancing
9:00-9:45 How to Avoid Foreclosure
10:00-10:45 Understanding How a Re-
verse Mortgage Works
11:00-11:45 How to Refinance Your 
Home
 Advice tables will be staffed all 
morning with city and Home Repair 
Resource Center representatives as well 
as lenders, realtors and others.
 The fair is free and open to the pub-
lic. Call Cleveland Heights Relocation 
Services at 216-291-5813 or Home Repair 
Resource Center at 216-381-6100 for 
more information or to reserve a spot.

Greta Ryan is the relocation services coordi-
nator for the City of Cleveland Heights.

HOmE BuyERs’ continued from page 1

Options for senior living
Reliable, experienced, 
home health assistants.
All employees thoroughly screened

Hourly caregivers/companions
Live-in options available

Bonded and insured

(216)381-1010
representatives available 24/7

omeCare
        Select
omeCare
        Select

Nela Florist Inc.      Stan Soble

Phone (216) 451-8333   1-800-837-8333
Fax (216) 451-8336       
www.nelaflorist.net

2132 Noble Road (Opposite Nela Park)
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

Call 320-1423
www.heightsobserver.org
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University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2009 
Councilman Steven Sims excused.

Charter review concerns 
Rick Adante, a member of Concerned Citizens for 
University Heights who has attended the charter 
review meetings, challenged the need and cost 
of the proposed city administrator. Councilman 
Frank Consolo responded that he felt a skilled 
administration shouldn’t be left to electoral 
chance. He wanted the change to be made in 
the charter, rather than through an ordinance, 
so that the mayor wouldn’t have sole control 
over the administrator. The cost would be lower 
than a comparable position in Shaker Heights or 
Cleveland Heights because University Heights is 
smaller. Councilwoman Frankie Goldberg also 
responded and noted that it had been 30 years 
since the last charter review and that Mayor 
Rothschild would be stepping down this year.

University Parkway
Jeff Soclof told council that the deteriorating con-
dition of University Parkway was unacceptable. 
He thanked council for the water line repairs that 
had eliminated the repeated flooding, but that 
now portions of the street are impassable due to 
large potholes and buckling. City Engineer Joseph 
Ciuni explained that the cost to replace the street 
had risen to $1 million (earlier quotes were for 
only a portion of the street) and that the bed had 
to be completely replaced due to damage from 
the repeated flooding. Congresswoman Marcia 
Fudge was trying to have this project covered by 
stimulus funding. Also, the mayor would see if any 
county funds were available. If neither of these 
options were available, the city would have to 
secure a loan. Councilman Frank Consolo noted 
that he had voted against street repairs on Silsby 
and Edgerton in March because University Park-
way was in urgent need of repair.

Request for additional funding
Council allocated an additional $897 for the 

Charter Review Commission to cover the cost 
of an educational citywide bulk mailing. Vice-
Mayor Adele Zucker voted no because she felt 
the additional costs could have been avoided by 
using a self-mailer that didn’t require envelopes 
and stuffing.

Grant application denied
Building Commissioner David Menn reported that 
the city’s grant application to the First Suburbs De-
velopment Council for maintenance of foreclosed 
properties was denied. All of the funds available 
went to South Euclid.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

MONDAY, MAY 4, 2009
All council members present.

2603 Ashurst Road
In response to Mark Jones’ request, Law Director 
Ken Fisher reported that the large judgment lien filed 
against the property at 2603 Ashurst Road had been 
satisfied and that the $6,600 owed in property taxes 
should be resolved within two weeks. This would 
enable council to accept the property through a quit-
claim deed. The building commissioner would decide 
if the house were to be renovated or torn down.
 Carolyn Solls, another Ashurst Road resident, 
reported that people had taken measurements of 
the house and property, and said they planned to 
renovate the façade of the house and turn the re-
mainder into parking. Mayor Rothschild asked Solls 
to report such activities to City Hall or the police.

Fire Department praised
Resident Susan Infeld and Councilmen Peter 
Bernardo and Steven Sims praised the Fire 
Department for courage and prompt and profes-

sional response to the intense fire on Tyndall 
Road. Fire Chief Pitchler reported that there 
was a 4:45-minute response time. A second 
alarm brought backup from Shaker Heights, 
Cleveland Heights, Lyndhurst, South Euclid and 
Beachwood. It had been more than 30 years 
since the last fatal fire in University Heights.

Upgrade of fire department software
Council approved $9,127 to upgrade the soft-
ware for the Fire Department’s heart monitors/
defibrillators.

Bid for University Parkway Roadway
Council approved a motion to advertise for bids 
for University Parkway Roadway reconstruction. 

Waterline replacement
After reviewing nine bids, council awarded Fabrizi 
Trucking & Paving the contract to replace the wa-
ter lines on Groveland and Saybrook roads. The 
City of Cleveland Water Department will pay the 
cost of $842,051.90. Eight-inch lines will replace 
the six-inch lines, increasing water pressure and 
reducing the chance of water-line breaks.

Increase in fees
Several ordinances were presented on first 
reading that would increase fees as follows: fill-
ing fees on BZA applications from $40 to $50; 
contractor registration fees from $75 to $100; 
additional fee of $100 for re-inspection after 
the second visit; point-of-sale inspection fees 
from $75 to $100 for a single, $125 to $150 
for a double house, and $150 to $175 for a 
three-family home.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
see disclaimer on page 5.

Anita Kazarian

Painting the exterior of your house?  
Adding exterior lights? Planting a Vic-
tory Garden? You can do all this without 
a permit from the building department.  
But, if you want to put in a new driveway, 
replace the hot water tank, or upgrade 
the electrical service so you can run a 
hairdryer and the toaster at the same 
time, then you need a permit.
 In order to understand about this 
permit stuff, I went to the UH Division 
of Building and asked Building Commis-
sioner David S. Menn, “Why?”
  “We want to make sure you and your 
family are safe, we want to make sure the 
contractors do what they say.” said Menn.
  Permits have gotten a bad rap.  So 
here is the lowdown.
Bad stuff about permits
• you have to pay a fee to get one
•  the inspector will not approve the job 

if it does not meet code
•  major improvements increase the value 

of your home, and, taxes
Good stuff about permits
•  the price you pay for a permit is low, 

considering…
•  it’s like having an uncle who is an expert in 

all this stuff living right down the block
• your house will meet code
•  you’ll be able to sell without hassle over 

code violations
•  you’ll be sure your contractor is bonded
 Who pulls a permit?  Anyone can 
get a residential permit, not just profes-
sionals. When you pull a permit, you are 
telling the city you know how to do the 
job and will be responsible for complet-
ing the job correctly.  
 If your contractor says he is too 
busy to get the permit and asks you to 
get one, he is telling you he is not going 
to take responsibility for the job.  If he 
walks away from the job or damages 
your property then you, the homeowner, 
may have recourse. But not if you get 
the permit yourself.
 With about 4,800 houses, UH pro-
cessed 2,884 permits in 2008. Commis-
sioner Menn encourages all homeowners 
to contact the Building Department   
with concerns or questions. He said, “We 
are also going to start up our exterior 
maintenance program again, so on any 
correction notice, we can work with you. 
If we don’t know you have a problem we 
can’t help you. Let us know so we can 
figure out a way together.”
 Ruth Griswold, Sharon Chapman 
and Dee Dellas do everything possible 
to make the process easy for residents 
who walk into their office.  Their 32 
years of combined experience will help 
make your springtime projects candi-
dates for award-winning homes.

Anita Kazarian is a freelance writer and 
University Heights resident.

UH requires permits 
to keep residents safe

uh Charter Review Commission chair 
says it’s all over until november
Anita Kazarian

University Heights residents packed 
Wiley Middle School on May 19 at a 
public hearing to comment and ask 
questions about the draft charter revi-
sion, which would reduce the role of 
mayor in UH government. The Charter 
Review Commission voted 10-to-1 in 
favor of the draft.
 For some members of the commis-
sion, the evening seemed to be a formal-
ity required by Council. “I didn’t hear 
concrete suggestions for changing the 
document we slaved over,” said Harvey 
Morrison, who chaired the CRC. When 
asked if he would consider any further 
revisions to the draft based on the com-
ments he had heard at the meeting, he 
said, “Probably not…. It’s an up or down 
vote.”
 If voters approve the recommen-
dation in November’s election, the 
mayor’s position would lose much of 
its authority. A new city administrator 
would be appointed by City Council -- 
at an estimated annual salary of about 
$120,000 -- to manage day-to-day opera-
tions of the city with final oversight by 
council.
 The administrator would appoint 
department directors (fire, police, fi-
nance, etc) who currently are appointed 
by the mayor. If the mayor disagreed 
with the administrator’s choice, the 

decision would move to council for a 
majority vote. Because the adminis-
trator is an appointee of council, op-
ponents of the plan assume that such 
an appointment would be accepted 
-- effectively removing the mayor from 
the equation.
 One commission member disagrees. 
Paul Miller cast the sole dissenting vote 
on the draft. “No one has shown me a 
reason for change,” he said, to applause 
from the audience.  “A city of 1.9 square 
miles with a population of about 14,000 
people and only about three parcels of 
land left for development does not need 
to hire a professional administrator.”
 “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” said 
UH resident John Dicks. “Especially if 
it adds $100,000 a year to the budget.” 
Commissioner Morrison repeated 
Council’s assurance that UH has the 
money.
 As different CRC members asserted 
that the administrator role will be an 
improvement, Dicks repeatedly asked, 
“How?” Finally, commission member 
Mark Wiseman answered that the ad-
ministrator will be in position to make 
unpopular cuts that may eventually 
become necessary -- such as reductions 
in services and staff -- without worrying 
about political concerns.
 The commission’s F. Michael Boyle 
agreed: “[We’re] on the verge of fiscal 
emergency,” and a non-elected profes-

sional administrator will best be able to 
prepare for the future, he said.
 Mark O’Neill disagreed. O’Neill was 
chairman the last time a charter review 
commission convened in 1979. “Believe 
me… (you) are demoting the mayor,” 
he said. “Being an elected official and 
a politician is what keeps you honest, 
keeps you in touch.”
 “People are largely misinformed,” 
Boyle said after the meeting. “Virtu-
ally every issue they brought up, we  
looked at.” 
 Roderick Adams Jr., also a com-
mission member, summed up what he 
heard: “They are against the concept of 
a city administrator.” 
 CRC members Jason Ferrante, 
Simon Carroll, and Robert McClintok 
all said the commission has more work 
to do to educate the voters about its 
proposal.

Anita Kazarian is a freelance writer and 
University Heights resident.
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HEIGHTS ScHoolS

Tuesday, april 21, 2009
all board members present.

Wiley Middle School field trip
approved: a tour field trip to sandusky and 
detroit for the Wiley Middle school Challenge 
Choir, May 15-16.

P.A.S.S.A.G.E.
Various staff members and dr. Wesley Wiliams, 
an administrator at the Ohio department of 
education, presented aspects of p.a.s.s.a.G.e., 
the acronym for “preparing students for success 
in a Global economy.” it involves analyzing 
decision-making and district assets, then planning 
the district’s use of technology to involve students 
in preparing for whatever future plans they may 
have. Teachers and specialists from elementary, 
middle, and high schools presented much detail 
about what they were doing. The board members 
reacted with questions and comments.

LWV observer: Anne Cook.

Tuesday, May 5, 2009
all board members present.

Awards
The board recognized the roxboro Middle 
school science Olympiad team for its first-time 
appearance at the state competition.

Hugh Williams and Simone Quartell

A new community garden has taken 
root in University Heights. It’s the 
Gearity Learning Garden, planted at 
the Gearity Professional Development 
School on May 2 by more than 140 stu-
dents, parents, teachers and University 
Heights residents with an interest in 
“going green.”
 Brainchild of University Heights 
residents Josh and Cheryl Hunter, the 
garden is intended to build community 
spirit, engage students in the idea of 
sustainability, and provide them with 

New Gearity learning Garden 
unites school and community

Simone Quartell

This year, Monticello Middle School 
students didn’t need to carry books and 
papers to school. All they needed were 
their MacBook laptops.
	 The	Cleveland	Heights-University	
Heights middle schools began a laptop 
pilot project this year. All Monticello 
students were given laptops in October. 
In March, Roxboro and Wiley eighth 
graders received theirs.
 “The laptops have made everything 
more convenient,” says Monticello 
seventh grade English teacher Daisy 
Tims. Students brought their laptops 
to school daily, used them to take notes 
in class and complete school projects. 
All textbooks were available on them. 
The	laptops	also	had	a	turn-in	folder	so	
students could send their homework 
automatically to their teachers.
 At the beginning of the year, a 
meeting was held for parents to discuss 
laptop policies and sign consent forms. 
All student activity on laptops is tracked 
while at school, and inappropriate sites 
are	 blocked	by	 the	 district’s	 filtering	
program, Websense. If students are surf-
ing the Web when they are supposed to 
be taking notes or doing an assignment, 
the teacher threatens to take the laptops 
away, and the students usually stop vis-
iting the inappropriate sites after that, 
says Tims.
 “The laptops have made learning 
easier,” says Monticello seventh grader 
Ilona Eke. “We can just type words in 
an	online	dictionary	rather	than	flipping	
through a big book. It also makes for a 
less heavy load to take home.”
 “Typing is much less stressful than 
writing out a paper,” says seventh grader 
James	Hockey.	“I	like	the	special	effects	
available on the laptops to make our 
work more appealing.”

Simone Quartell is a 2009 graduate of Cleve-
land Heights High School. She plans to study 
journalism at Kent State University. 

CH-UH Board of Education 
Meeting highlights

simone Quartell, Heights High senior and editor 
of the Black and Gold, was recognized for win-
ning the excellence in student Journalism award 
from the society of professional Journalists.

The board also recognized 24 teachers who 
earned tenure.

Teacher appreciation
a parent presented a poster of comments from 
students and parents in appreciation of high 
school teachers.

Millikin building
Neighbors on severn road spoke on the condi-
tion of the Millikin school building. They offered 
suggestions for how to use the property. Board 
president Kal Zucker and Board Member Michael 
Cicero promised to provide an update at the June 
meeting. 

Ohio School Athletic Association
The board approved continuing membership in 
the Ohio school athletic association.

After school Chance Program
a grant from the Ohio department of education 
in the amount of $387,981.50 for the after-school 
Chance program was approved.

Resignation of Michael L. Dougherty
The board approved the resignation of Michael 
l. dougherty as coordinator of communications; 
he will join the state superintendent’s staff in 
Columbus.

Automotive technology program
donations of two cars and storage bins for the 
auto technology program at the high school 
were accepted.

Congratulations to Treasurer
Board president Kal Zucker congratulated 
Treasurer scott Gainer and his department for 
receiving an award for the sixth year from the 
association of school Business Officials.

Superintendent position posted
The district’s superintendent position has been 
posted on the Ohio school Boards association 
Web site.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.

Help the special seniors in your life maintain the lifestyle of their 
dreams. Our Community Adult Care provides quality 
assistance that helps families enjoy more time with one another.

Our Community Adult Care 

Always do right. This will gratify some people 
and astonish the rest.  -Mark Twain

We can help with:

  clean up

opportunities to experience natural 
habitats in the community. The garden, 
which has 13 framed planting areas, will 
eventually include a small cornfield, 
compost and worm bins, and several 
related art projects.
 According to Josh Hunter, “The 
garden represents the beginning of a 
long-term	project	of	not	only	protecting	
green space and local wildlife habitats, 
but also of encouraging a closer con-
nection to nature. The project will en-
able all those involved to be more fully 
engaged with the natural world in our 
local community, and to experience local 
food production and nutrition through 
our edible schoolyard.”
 The day started early as volunteers 
signed up for work crews. But before 
the actual work began, attendees par-
ticipated in the opening ceremonies, 
which included poetry and storytelling 
with Joe Mendes, fourth grade teacher 
at the school and a Fun Run. The Bel-
voir Singers entertained the crowd. The 
opening ended with a ceremonial tree 
planting. Then the hard work began.
	 Crews	 turned	over	 the	 soil,	 filled	
wheelbarrows, spread topsoil and mulch, 
and dug holes for fence posts. Gearity stu-
dents worked diligently in every area.
 Second grader Zoe Lamborn said, 
“The event was a lot of fun. It should be 
an annual thing. I was happy that a lot 

of people showed up.” James Rivers, a 
fifth	grader,	added	“this	event	made	a	lot	
of people care more about Gearity.”
 School Principal Sherry Miller has 
been a big supporter of the project. 
She noted that this type of project “can 
have a profound impact on our chil-
dren’s education and their connection 
to their community. They also provide 
important experiences in living more 
sustainably and respectfully, and in re-
ducing our footprint on the earth. Years 
from now, students can come back to 
this school and say, ‘I helped build this 
garden for this community!’”
 Hard work may be its own reward, 
but this workday ended with pizza and 
ice cream, accompanied by the soothing 
sounds	of	a	parent-teacher	orchestra.
 Future green projects at Gearity are 
being discussed. Meanwhile, the call is 
out for volunteers to help with additional 
plantings, weeding and fundraising. 
Interested residents should contact the 
school	 at	 216-371-6515.	Donations	 for	
supplies and future educational activities 
may be sent to the Gearity School at 2323 
Wrenford Road, University Heights.

Hugh Williams is a resident of University 
Heights and a community volunteer. Simone 
Quartell is a 2009 graduate of Cleveland 
Heights High School who plans to study jour-
nalism at Kent State University this fall.

Middle schoolers 
receive laptops

Japanese and Malaysian 
Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.
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More than 140 students, parents, teachers and residents volunteered to create the Gearity learning 
Garden.
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HEIGHTS ScHoolS/kIdS

Ellen Barrett

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Heights Par-
ent Center for the last 12 years, fields questions 
from parents about the daily ups and downs of 
parenting. The same issues impact many parents. 
If you have questions you would like Ellen to 
respond to in this column, please e-mail her at 
ebarrett@heightsparentcenter.org. 
Q. My wife and I have always looked for-
ward	 to	meal	 time	but	now	find	 that	we	
dread it! We have such a hard time getting 
our two year old to eat the food that we 
have prepared for him that we now expect 
a battle at every meal. It makes us tense and 
cranky and is very unpleasant. What can we 
do to get him to eat and enjoy dinner so we 
can enjoy our family? 
A. The	first	 thing	 to	 remember	 is	 that	a	
two	year-old	doesn’t	see	meal	time	the	same	
way that we do. In reality they are just as 
likely to wish they were playing with their 
trucks or running around the block! So, 
for right now, you might have to change 
your expectations. That being said, dinner 
time can evolve into a pleasant, quality 
family experience if you remember a few 
small things:
 It is our responsibility as parents to 
provide the food; it’s children's responsi-
bility to eat it. Choose tasty, nutritionally 
balanced foods that are also reasonable 
choices for a toddler. Don't be afraid to 
offer	flavorful	foods!
 Let your child explore the food. He 

Parenting Q & A
may want to touch it, mash it and it may 
go in and out of his mouth a few times. 
Try to accept this behavior and understand 
that it is one more way that your toddler is 
exploring his world.
 Don’t force food on your child. The 
“clean plate club” mentality from our own 
childhood is counterproductive to the goal 
of developing a child’s ability to know when 
he is full.
 Be patient! Toddlers are very tuned 
into the mood around them. If you become 
exasperated he may focus on that instead 
of the meal.
 Set your child up for success.Set regu-
lar	meal	 times	 and	 (healthy)	 snack	 times	
and resist the urge to let your child graze 
throughout the day. You want him to be 
hungry but not starving. 
 Most importantly make mealtime 
pleasant. Share your day, enjoy each other’s 
company	–	and	relax!
Q. My	18	month	old	used	to	sleep	until	7	or	
7:30	a.m.	and	has	recently	started	waking	
earlier and earlier. Not only is it hard to 
wake up that early but it makes for a really 
long day! How can I get a little more shut 
eye in the morning?
A. Sleep! No parenting topic causes as 
much	distress	for	so	many	parents	(at	both	
ends	of	the	day	and	naps	in	between!)	At	
this time of year, however, there are some 
sleep problems that might be tied to length-
ening of daylight, open bedroom windows 
and	over-tired	bedtime	situations.	As	the	

days get longer and warmer, the sleep en-
vironment your child is used to may change 
enough to upset her sleep patterns.
 A few simple changes may put things 
back in order:
 Try putting room darkening shades 
up in the child’s room and using a white 
noise machine or fan.  These strategies will 
reduce the amount of early daylight that 
seeps into the child’s room and may block 

Simone Quartell

High-achieving	males	 at	Monticello	
Middle School have the opportunity to 
join a group called the “Mighty Males of 
Monticello” with other accomplished 
young men. Male students who have po-
tential to become “Mighty Males,” but do 
not meet the grade requirements, have 
their own program called the “Youth of 
Promise.”
 They meet monthly and have guest 
speakers. NBA player Eric Riley and 
Cleveland Cavaliers announcer Campy 
Russell came to speak to the students 
about	making	good	choices.	As	a	follow-
up, students went to a Cavaliers game to 
watch Russell work, and then met team 
members. Former Cleveland Browns 
player Tim Roberts came to speak to 
the students about social skills and how 
to treat females. He brought ties for the 
boys and taught them how to wear them. 
The	55	 students	 culminated	 their	 year	

Youth of Promise get a chance to live up to their potential

out the sound of birds singing or dogs bark-
ing outside. The temptation may be to keep 
your child up later at night so she sleeps 
longer in the morning. This may actually 
work	against	your	goal.	Over-tired	children	
tend to sleep less not more and their sleep 
patterns can be more disrupted. So make 
sure you stick to a reasonable and regular 
bedtime and/or that you retain consistent 
daily naps. 
 Summer tempts you to stay outside but 
make a point of coming in to preserve sleep 
opportunities for your child. If your child 
continues to wake early make sure you are 
going to bed earlier yourself so you’ll feel 
refreshed and ready to go even at the break 
of dawn!

by traveling to Detroit to learn about 
African American history.
 “Students with potential needed a 
program to recognize them,” says Prin-
cipal Sheldon Smith, who started the 
program this year. Students are recom-
mended by their teachers. According to 
Monticello literature teacher Cynthia 
Varlamos, who helps with the program, it 
“creates a pyramid of support and makes 
good citizens.”
 “It’s a good program,” says seventh 
grader Kenneth Perdue. “It’s made me 
a better student and I’m making better 
choices.” Seventh grader James Powell 
says “it teaches me how to be a leader.” 
And seventh grader David Steele adds, 
“The motivational speakers we hear and 
cool places we go teach us how to be 
responsible and be good citizens.”

Simone Quartell is a 2009 graduate of Cleve-
land Heights High School. She plans to study 
journalism at Kent State University.
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As part of its celebration of “Right to Read Week,” 
Saint Ann School welcomed local author lisa 
Umina and her pal Milo, star of the book, Milo 
with a Halo. Umina read aloud from her new 
story, Milo and the Green Wagon, a story about 
generosity, respect, and love. She encouraged 
audience participation, especially in the form of 
Milo’s favorite gesture--a tight hug. Pictured left to 
right: lisa Umina, Milo, and kindergarten student 
Alissa Hallisy.  

The lisa & Milo Show 
visit Saint Ann School

&
GI JOES & ACTION FIGURES • COMICS • ‘80S GIRLS’ TOYS • NINTENDO • ROBOTS & SPACE TOYS 

ROCKSTAR MEMORABILIA • SPORTS CARDS & FIGURES • OLD TIN PLANES, TRAINS, TRUCKS & AUTOS

THEY SAID GO WEST... SO WE DID! VISIT OUR NEW STORE!

STOP BY ON SATURDAY, 
JUNE 20TH DURING THE 

CLIFTON ARTS & MUSICFEST!

      Yogic Studies  
          Teacher Training 

Now in our 12th year! 

2319 Lee Rd.                  216-371-9760 
www.atmacenter.com     info@atmacenter.com               

Our Students Say:
“No hype, no lycra." 
“Life-transforming!"  

Voted #1 “Best Place to Treat 
Your Body” in Cleveland Heights 

 All Levels 
 Specialty Classes 
 Great Student & Senior Rates 

Get Ready for Summer Driving 
 AT 

HOLLIS AUTOMOTIVE 
 

2857 Noble Road, Cleveland Heights 
(216) 472-6443 

 

 Complete Mechanical Repairs 
 

Present this ad for a  
$19.95 oil change and lubrication 

 OR 
10% off all air conditioning repairs  

+ a FREE oil change.* 
 *Not applicable to vehicles requiring Synthetic Motor Oil  

* Not applicable with any other discount  
 

Please call for an appointment Expires July 7, 2009 

Susan Jarecke with daughters Sara and Emily are all smiles at the Heights Parent center. 
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HEIGHTS EATS

Christina Klenotic 

Melt Bar and Grilled owner Matt Fish 
needed a new challenge after racking up 
regulars and local and national foodie 
awards at his Lakewood restaurant. 
Since opening in September 2006, his 
gourmet grilled cheese concoctions, 
with names like The Parmageddon 
(pierogies)	and	The	Lake	Erie	Monster	
(walleye),	have	packed	the	restaurant	ev-
ery night, even after two expansions.
 “Lakewood exceeded my expecta-
tions by leaps and bounds,” Fish said. 
“We have won the ‘Academy Awards’ of 
Cleveland restaurants, so the natural 
progression is to translate our West Side 
success	to	the	East	Side.	Mindset	-	wise,	
I consider Cleveland Heights to be our 
sister city.”
 Fish cited the reputation of the 
Cleveland	Heights	 city	 government	 –	
cooperative with and supportive of local 
businesses—as	a	major	factor	in	his	deci-
sion to add a location across the river.
 “We’ll be joining an existing family 
of good restaurants and residents, and 
we’ll have a chance to make an impact 
on the city by building up the corner of 
Cedar and Taylor,” Fish said.
 The new Cleveland Heights spot 
will mirror the personality of the Lake-
wood location by including hardwood 
floors,	 eclectic	 art,	 backlighted	 glass	
pieces and high tin ceilings. Fortu-
nately,	the	4,500-square-foot	space	will	
accommodate	more	 guests	 (170)	 than	
the Lakewood location, with a much 

New Cheese on the Block
Melt adding Heights location for gourmet grilled cheese at Cedar and Taylor

Loren Sonkin 

Last week, while shopping at Severance 
Town Center, I walked into Dave’s 
Market to meander through the wine 
department. They have a large variety 
of	wines	at	very	affordable	prices.	The	
store is cool and the wine display is well 
maintained. Always on the lookout for 
new wine finds, I bought these two 
bottles. Both were very good.

2007 Jekel Vineyards Riesling 
Monterey $11.79
This dry Riesling is very easy to drink. 
Warm California temperatures, moder-
ated by the cooling ocean breezes, make 
Monterey a great place for growing 
grapes. These climate contrasts add a 
nice complexity to the wine, which has 
lovely	aromas	and	flavors	of	orange	and	
tangerine. This Monterey Riesling will 
go well with lighter summer fare, such 
as salads, seafood and poultry.

Red and white at Dave’s Market 
complement summer dining

We call it Wellness because  
“working out” doesn’t sound like fun.

Let Judson help you meet your 2009 fitness goals! Join our Wellness Center. A monthly membership includes 
water and land classes, access to strength training equipment, a massage therapist and more. Get helpful tips from 
our friendly, professionally trained fitness instructors. Call (216) 791-2393 or visit judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle

larger kitchen, a secluded patio, and a 
horseshoe	bar	that	seats	35	and	serves	
30 beers on tap.
 Construction is scheduled to start 
the first week of June. Fish said he 
expects the gutting, rebuilding, and 
rehabbing of the 1920s old Peabody’s 
building to last six to seven months.
 Melt has already formed a Cleveland 
Heights connection via a partnership 
with the Grog Shop. At the restaurant, 
Melt diners can score tickets to select 
shows hosted by the club.
 Fans of the restaurant can join the 
Big Cheese Club for updates on the new 
location, employment opportunities 
and monthly sandwich specials.

Per her grandmother, Christina Klenotic is a 
“good eater” who never met a carb she didn’t 
like. She enjoys sampling eclectic restaurants, 
galleries and neighborhoods, which is why she 
loves Cleveland Heights.

MElT bAR ANd GRIllEd
14718 Detroit Avenue

Lakewood, OH
216 - 226 - 3699

www.meltbarandgrilled.com

2005 Columbia Crest Two Vines 
Shiraz $8.29
Columbia Crest is known for its very 
drinkable and reasonably priced wines. 
Two Vines Shiraz, made from the syrah 
grape of Washington State, represents 
a successful attempt at making an 
Australian-style	wine.	"Shiraz"	is	what	
the	Aussies	 call	 syrah.	This	 is	 a	 fruit-
forward wine with aromas of plums and 
black raspberries, along with a dollop 

of cedar and oak. It’s 
easy to drink and will 
go nicely with your 
summer parties and 
barbecues. On sale at 
Dave’s for less than 
$9	a	bottle,	this	is	a	
fantastic bargain!
 Now that the 
weather has settled 
into a more pleas-
ing realm, try these 
wines at your next 
cookout. Thanks to 
many of you for the 
positive feedback on 
this column. Perhaps 
we can share a glass 
of wine somewhere 
in the Heights this 
summer!

Loren Sonkin, lives in Cleveland Heights 
and writes for IntoWine.com. He welcomes 
your comments and suggestions sonkinesq@
sbcglobal.net.
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Melt serves up creative monthly specials like this 
fried mac-n-cheese masterpiece.



heights observer  june 2, 2009    join the conversation at www.heightsobserver.org11

HEIGHTS SHoPS

Brittany Gatto

Have you ever wished on a Tuesday 
night you could go to the farmers mar-
ket? How about Thursday or Friday or 
any day except the day of the market? 
You are just craving some quality food 
and something really special. 
 Well Fresh Fork Market has a solu-
tion	 for	 that.	The	Web-based	 “virtual	
farmers market” allows consumers to 
shop	 online	 24	 hours	 a	 day,	 7	 days	 a	
week. 
 Fresh Fork, a startup founded last 
year by four Case Western students, has 
relationships	with	over	70	small	family	

Fresh local foods delivered to the Heights

Heights Observer Staff

Eddie Maddox, owner of Fast Eddie’s 
Chop Shop and Crazy Mullets on Cov-
entry,	is	expanding	again	–	this	time	to	
Lee Road. He will open Super Deluxe, 
a	high-end	salon	at	2207	Lee	Rd.,	in	the	
former Salon DM in June.
 The salon will display the work of 
local	 artists	 and	 offer	manicures	 and	
pedicures. Nancy Duncan, formerly of 
Salon DM, will stay on.
	 This	is	the	fifth	location	for	Mad-
dox and his business partner. They have 
a Crazy Mullets in Lakewood and one on 
High Street in Columbus, Ohio. Mad-
dox began his career at Dino Palmeri 
and David Scott.
 Maddox says the recession brings 
opportunity to negotiate better leases.
 “Hair, done right, is recession 
proof,” he says, “When people feel bad, 
they get their hair done and buy shoes 
to make them feel better. And you have 
to have your hair looking good for a job 
interview.”

Super Deluxe to 
open on Lee Road

Halle Barnett

From our businesses and backyards to 
the hallowed halls of the U.S Congress, 
this	is	the	year	of	belt-tightening.
	 What	effects	do	we	see?	What	ef-
fects do we anticipate? What exemplary 
choices are being made now, on every 
level, that are stemming the tide and 
paving the way for stability and future 
growth?
	 The	Heights-Hillcrest	 Regional	
Chamber of Commerce is delighted to 
host what should be a stimulating public 
conversation, with three people who 
can answer these questions, each with 
a unique perspective. Join the chamber 
of commerce on Wednesday, June 24, for 
a special luncheon and economic sum-
mit with South Euclid Mayor Georgine 

Heights chamber to host 
economic summit June 24 

 Shop at locally owned businesses  
 Improve the local economy
 Support your charitable cause 

Use your I Buy NEO Community Card at these participating businesses:

New merchants are being added daily! Purchase your I Buy NEO Community  
Card at www.futureheights.org

Cleveland Heights
Abrash   
All Makes Vacuum   
Anatolia Cafe  
Antalya Red Square 
Appetite   
Atma Center  

Big Fun, Inc.   
Bussey’s Upholstery,  
 Foam n’ Fabric Inc.   
Catch A Critter   
Cedar Lee Pub and Grill   
Central Health   
Chris Holley-Starling  
 Photography   

Clothing Brigade   
Cut Hair Studio   
Diamond’s Men’s Store
Everything By Face   
Fashions by Fowler   
Fast Eddy’s Chop Shop   
Guy’s Pizza   
Hang It Up   

Healthy Alternatives  
Heart and Sole   
Heights Floral Shoppe
Huntington Learning Center  
 - University Heights   
Isle of Beads Inc
JFJ Live Talk Radio   
Mac’s Backs Paperbacks   

Motorcars Honda Inc   
Motorcars Toyota Inc   
On Cue Billiards   
Paul Hamlin Interiors   
Pizza BOGO   
Sanctuary by Joyce    
Seitz-Agin Hardware   
Simply Charming   

The Above Boutique   
The Stone Oven Bakery 
 & Cafe   
Washinton & Lee Service   
Wood Trader   

Support Northeast Ohio Businesses
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Mac's Backs 
Books on Coventry   

1820 Coventry Rd.  
 

www.macsbacks.com  
 

216-321-2665 
 

3 Floors of New & Used Books  
and Magazines  

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $20 

I BUY NEO

Welo, Cuyahoga County Planning 
Commission Director Paul Alsenas, 
and Director of the Cleveland Regional 
Office	of	 the	Ohio	Secretary	of	 State	
Christopher B. Nance.
 The chamber of commerce’s strate-
gic planning team captain Ken Kovach, 
president of The Kovach Company and 
executive director of the International 
Community Council, will moderate. 
The chamber’s stellar networking vibe 
will make this a day to remember. 
 “This is a remarkable opportunity 
for	us	 each	 to	 learn	 from	 the	doers	 –	
including HRCC and our fellow busi-
ness	owners	–	what’s	working	now	and	
what’s in the works,” says Nathan Wills, 
captain of the chamber’s programming 
and young professionals team. Indeed, 
creating this kind of dialogue for the 

community is one of the chief goals 
of the chamber’s YP programming. As 
with all chamber of commerce events, 
the luncheon/summit is open to all 
members and guests of any generation 
–	these	issues	affect	all	of	us.	
 The June 24 event will be held from 
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Maggiano's Little 
Italy at Beachwood Place. Tickets are 
$25	for	chamber	of	commerce	members,	
$35	for	non-member	guests.	To	RSVP,	
please	call	397-7322	or	register	online	at	
www.hrcc.org. 

Halle Barnett is board president and captain 
of the marketing team for Heights-Hillcrest 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. A writer 
and marketing specialist, she co-owns the 
creative marketing and design company media 
schmedia LLC with her husband Benjamin. 

producers	within	75	miles	of	Cleveland.	
The farmers list their products online, 
add photos and write descriptions. Us-
ers can browse through the inventory, 
ask the farmer questions and even leave 
feedback.
 So what happens if you order? 
Your food is delivered very near to the 
Heights. It is delivered weekly on Fri-
days to Beachwood High School from 
1 to 3 p.m. Simply meet the refrigerated 
truck there to pick up your goods. 
 Service to Beachwood High School 
starts May 29.  
 “We’ve had such great response 
and demand from home consumers in 

the last few months that we’ve decided 
to create a service for them,” explains 
founder Trevor Clatterbuck. Previously 
the group had focused on chefs. “ ‘Ingre-
dients	of	the	culinary	elite’	was	our	tag-
line,” says Clatterbuck, “We found that 

PLUMBING / HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING   

216-932-9755

Air Conditioning Tune-up Special 

Now Only $89
Standard tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor; parts 

additional.  Coupon must be presented to technician with 
payment. Pricing based on single system. Mention coupon 

when calling to recieve discount.  One coupon per visit.

This spring plant one of these...

and have a real COOL summer!

www.vehann.com

Owned and operated 
by Chris and Bill Hann.

Less Energy = $avings

Isle of Beads 
2483 Lee Blvd. 

In the Heights Rockefeller Building 
 

www.isleofbeadscleveland.com 
 

216-371-0173 
 

Remarkably beautiful and unusual 
beads that tell your creative story 

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $50 

home consumers needed and wanted 
these products more than the chefs.”
 To learn more visit www.freshfork-
market.com or contact Clatterbuck at 
800-861-8582	or	trevor@freshforkmar-
ket.com.
 
Brittany Gatto is a senior at Notre Dame 
College in South Euclid majoring in manage-
ment and marketing. This summer Gatto is 
interning for Fresh Fork Market.
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Heights Observer Staff

Renowned psychiatrist and concert 
pianist, Dr. Richard Kogan, is returning 
to Cleveland on Saturday, June 6, to give 
a lecture and concert in Mixon Hall at 
the Cleveland Institute of Music. The 
program	–	titled	“The	Mind	and	Music	
of	George	Gershwin”	–	will	explore	the	
stylistic period of Gershwin’s music and 
the	psychological	forces	that	influenced	
the composer’s human and artistic devel-
opment. The event is presented by the 
Cleveland Psychoanalytic Center. Pro-
ceeds support the center’s programs.
 Dr. Kogan, a graduate of the Julliard 
School	of	Music	Pre-College,	Harvard	
College and Harvard Medical School, 
has gained worldwide recognition for 
his concerts and lectures examining the 
psychological	 factors	 that	 influenced	

Richard kogan to perform at cIM

Peter Chakerian

The Cleveland area has long been 
known as a bastion for musical talent. 
Despite	 ever-changing	musical	 tastes	
and trends, the talent that has launched 
(and	taken	root)	here	over	the	past	50	
years is impressive beyond measure.
 The first annual Big Cool Cats 
Music Festival shines the spotlight on 
Cleveland’s venerable music scene with 
an	all-day	music	 showcase	and	 festival	
concert	Saturday,	June	20,	from	noon	-	11	
p.m. at Cain Park’s Evans Amphitheatre. 
Offering	a	dynamite,	mainstage	lineup,	
plus “unplugged” acoustic performances 
in the Colonnade, this inaugural event, 
created by Cleveland Heights resident 
Steve	Presser	 (owner	 of	Big	Fun	Toy	
Store)	and	Lakewood	residents	Thomas	
Mulready	(founder	of	the	CoolCleveland.
com	online	network)	and	Denis	Devito	
(leader	of	the	Cats	on	Holiday	band),	is	
sure to give music fans a thrill or two.
 The idea was born over a cup of cof-
fee between Presser and Devito. Presser 
had longed to attend a music festival 
showcasing some of the region's hottest 
talent, but no one had stepped up to cre-
ate such a thing. They phoned Mulready, 
who created Cleveland's Performance 
Art	Festival	and	co-founded	the	Ingenu-
ity Festival of Art and Technology, and 
quickly	hatched	a	plan	for	the	day-long	
concert.	The	event	is	co-presented	with	
the City of Cleveland Heights, which 

big cool cats Music Fest set 
for June 20 at cain Park

Bert Stratton

Get	ready	for	an	evening	of	high-octane	
klezmer, kvetching and comedy. The 
nationally	 renowned,	Cleveland-based	
klezmer band, Yiddishe Cup, celebrates 
its 20th season and the release of its new 
CD, Klezmer Guy. Expect everything 
from mambo and Borscht Belt to, well, 
schmaltzy violin and clarinet solos.
	 The	free	concert	is	7	p.m.	Sunday,	
June 28, in the Evans Amphitheater, 
www.cainpark.com,	 216-371-3000.	No	
ticket required. Open seating. Gates 
open at 6 p.m.
 The show is the Workmen’s Circle 
31st annual free Yiddish Concert in the 
Park. Cain Park/Cleveland Heights is 
also a producer.
 Yiddishe Cup will feature two 
guests: Clevelander Shawn Fink, who 

Yiddishe Cup celebrates 20 years at Cain Park

Peggy Spaeth

Experience night life on Lee Road  
Friday, June 12 with the opening of 
two Heights Arts photography shows. 
The evning will feature “drama” on the 
street by Cleveland Shakespeare and 
music by Heelsplitter.
 BOOMMODERN Gallery will hold 
its grand opening in its new location, 2218 
Lee, midway down the block.
 And bring your own camera to join 
Heights Arts in exploring light on the 
street	and	in	the	Cedar	Lee	mini-park	
after sunset.  
6-9 p.m. 
Heights Arts Studio at the Library 
(2340	Lee	Road):		
In	Plain	View	II-photography	by	12	
Plain Dealer photojournalists 
through	July	25	
   

Heights Arts photography 
shows light up Lee Roadcomposers such as Mozart, Beethoven, 

Schumann, Tchaikovsky and Leonard 
Bernstein. Critics around the world 
have praised his performances. The 
winner of many awards, including the 
Kosciuszko Foundation’s Chopin Com-
petition, Dr. Kogan is a psychiatrist in 
private practice in New York City and 
co-director	of	the	Human	Sexuality	Pro-
gram	at	Weill-Cornell	Medical	School	in	
New York.
 Among the Gershwin works he will 
be performing Rhapsody in Blue and 
selections from Porgy and Bess. Tickets 
are	$75	and	are	available	at	www.psycho-
analysiscleveland.org.
 For additional information, includ-
ing underwriting and advertising oppor-
tunities, please contact Debbie Morse 
at	216-229-5959,	Ext.	103,	dmorsecpc@
sbcglobal.net.

8:30-til whenever 
Heights	Arts	Gallery	(2173	Lee	Road):		
Night	 Lights-photography	 by	 artists	
who use available or staged lighting to 
explore light and time:  Coriana Close, 
Christine Lebeck and Barry Underwood 
through	July	25	
  Sign up for Shadow Fixers at Heights 
Arts Studio, a seven week photography 
class	Tuesday	 evenings	 6:30-8:45	p.m.	
June	16-July	28	with	Helen	Liggett	and	
Greg Donley. The workshop will focus 
on using photography as an expressive 
tool. Your completed project will be 
exhibited at Heights Arts Studio in Au-
gust with a reception. Intergenerational 
participation is encouraged. Bring your 
own	camera.	Registration	 ($):	 216-371-
3457	or	register@heightsarts.org.

Peggy Spaeth is the executive director of 
Heights Arts.

sings in Yid-
dish and He-
brew, and Ger-
ald	Ross	(www.
geraldross.com)	
on Hawaiian 
lap steel gui-
tar and uku-
lele. Imagine a 
Don	Ho-type	
stylist playing 
Yiddish swing 
classics. 
 The Art of Dance Academy,  
directed by Arkady Tsirlin, will open. 
For details check out Yiddishe Cup’s 
new blog, “Klezmer Guy,” at www.yid-
dishecup.com.

Bert Stratton is a Cleveland Heights resident 
and leader of the klezmer band Yiddishe Cup.

operates Cain Park.
	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 “swamp-pop”	
style of Cats on Holiday, the festival 
features a diverse range of multicultural 
sounds: legendary Cleveland reggae 
outfit	 I-Tal,	 polyrhythmic	world	beat	
band	Mifune,	Americana-rockers	 the	
Magpies, “zydecajun” group Mo’ Mojo, 
and	alt-pop	band	70	Lewis	all	comprise	
the mainstage entertainment.
 Accoustic artists Jessie Barnes, Jack 
DiAlesandro and Jon Mosey will be 
featured on a special stage assembled 
by the Cleveland Heights nonprofit 
arts education organization Roots of 
American Music.
 A Joan Jett Signature Melody Maker 
guitar	will	be	raffled	off	at	the	festival.	
Proceeds benefit Heights Arts, the 
nonprofit	community	arts	organization.	
Raffle	tickets	can	be	purchased	at	the	
festival starting at noon on June 20 or 
in advance at Heights Arts, Big Fun and 
the new Big Fun Cleveland.
	 Co-sponsored	 by	CoolCleveland.
com and Big Fun, the festival’s partners 
also include Gibson Guitars, Jak*Prints, 
Positively Cleveland, COSE Arts Net-
work and IBuyNEO.com.
  For tickets and information, visit 
www.BigCoolCats.com. For ticket dis-
counts	 and	 special	 offers,	 please	 visit	
www.CoolCleveland.com.

Peter Chakerian is a correspondent for Cool-
Cleveland.com.

All events are free and open to the public. 
Music • Entertainment • Sidewalk Sales • Outdoor Dining • 
Local Artists, Farmers, Vendors...And More!! 

Coventry Street
Arts Fair

Coventry Street
Arts Fair

Thursday, June 18 • 6pm-9pm

Our thanks to these corporate sponsors and to the many people who attended our fundraiser for their support:

This program is generously funded by
Cuyahoga County residents through
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture

Between Mayfield Road & Euclid Heights Boulevard, Cleveland Heights
For more information on Coventry events, log on to www.coventryvillage.org.In case of inclement

weather, Coventry has the right to cancel its Street Arts Fairs by 4:00 p.m. the day of the event.

Irwin Weinberger (l) and bert 
Stratton of Yiddishe cup

 Now Open 4 Lunch 

 

New lunch Hours: 

Thursday & Friday 

open @ 11:30 
 

Saturday & Sunday 

open @ 12:00 
 

 

Daily Specials! 

 

Family Friendly Patio! 

2191 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights • 216.371.1713 
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coMMUNITY NEWS

Tom Woodworth

The 2009 running of the 113th Boston 
Marathon	on	April	15	massed	together	
23,163 dedicated runners, each meeting 
stringent qualifying times by age and 
gender, for the privilege of running an 
historic course covering suburban Bos-
ton towns each with its own cheering 
section and personality.
 The 2009 race posted an amazing 
98.6	percent	finish	rate,	a	tribute	to	the	
qualifying system. Just to qualify for this 
prestigious race is the dream of every 
serious runner. Lisa Robertson and 
Mark Bellini were among 14 Cleveland 
Heights residents to qualify for the 26.2 
mile race.
 Lisa, 39, is a graduate of Case West-
ern Reserve University with an MA 
in art history. She is a professor of art 
history, teaching part time at Cleveland 
State and John Carroll universities. 
Lisa is a veteran of 10 marathons and 
qualified	for	Boston	with	a	3:19:35	at	the	
Columbus Marathon.
 Recalling her best moment at Bos-
ton she remembers a time in Natick at 
about mile 10, “I felt really good, there 
was music playing, I was laughing, soak-
ing up the cheers and encouragement 
from the crowd lining the street and the 
companionship of my fellow runners, it 
was a perfect moment.”
 Later in the race things got a little 
dicey for Lisa, “at mile 23, I was in a 

Heights runners shine at Boston

Becca Keating 

It’s	 been	 15	 years	 since	 Barb	 Seidel	
opened the doors to her home sewing 
studio in Cleveland Heights and began 
teaching local kids a unique set of skills. 
An accomplished seamstress with a 
background in art education, Seidel 
combined her passions for teaching 
and sewing to create a successful series 
of	after-school	and	summer	classes	for	
kids from ages 8 to 18.
 Today, her simple studio is equipped 
with modern machines and a variety of 
supplies, giving students everything they 
need	 to	 learn	 to	 sew.	Ever-committed	
to personal attention and fun, Seidel’s 
classes are small, encouraging a warm, 
close-knit	learning	environment.	
 In the days of the Internet, video 
games,	and	instant	gratification,	learn-
ing to sew in such a setting provides 
kids	with	a	refreshing	dose	of	one-on-
one interaction. Seidel starts slowly 
and simply, helping her students build 
their	skills	step-by-step.	They	learn	the	
basics	 of	 pattern-reading,	measuring,	
and	both	hand-	and	machine-stitching.	
Beyond spools and stitches though, stu-
dents develop coordination and foster 
patience—ultimately	 giving	 each	 stu-
dent the satisfaction of saying “I made 
it myself.”
 Seidel’s students learn to make 
simple	accessories,	stuffed	animals	and,	

Seamstress leaves kids in stitches

THE BEST MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES INC. 
Wheelchair vans and ambulance 
Hospital and Doctor’s appointments 
Dialysis Treatments 
Physical Therapy 

 

Serving Cuyahoga and Metropolitan Area 

Medicaid 
Private Pays 

(216) 321-1280 
24 HOUR 
CALL SERVICE 

medical tent feeling woozy and worrying 
I	would	not	be	able	to	finish	after	react-
ing to something I had eaten the night 
before.” Regardless, she got back on the 
road	and	finished	with	a	time	of	3:35:34.
	 Reflecting	on	the	race,	Lisa	said,	“I	
tried to approach running Boston as a 
treat, not a race per se. If you try to run 
really hard at Boston you risk missing 
out on slapping hands with kids' hands, 
reading all the creative signs on Heart-
break Hill and the crazy cheers from 
the Boston College students.” Lisa will 
run her next marathon in Columbus in 
October.
 Mark, 39, is a graduate of Cleveland 
State with a degree in business admin-
istration and works at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center as an at-
tendant	in	the	fitness	center.	He	has	run	
five	marathons	and	qualified	for	Boston	
with	a	3:15:33,	making	the	cut	by	just	26	
seconds. Mark was thrilled to qualify 
but	admits	"that	was	a	little	too	close	
for	comfort."
 Leading up to the start the runners 
gathered	 at	Athletes	Village	 for	 final	
instructions and preparations. Mark was 
aware that “everywhere you looked you 
saw not just runners but great runners 
and you sense they have all trained as 
hard or harder than you to get there. It 
was an incredible feeling.”
 When asked to recall the worst mo-
ment of the race Mark replied, “Wow, 
there were no worst moments just 26.2 

miles of smiles.” He says, “the best mo-
ment was the famous ‘wall of sound’ at 
Wellesley College, so many people going 
crazy with encouraging cheers so loud you 
could hear them from a mile and a half 
away as you approached the campus. 
 For Mark, Boston was an experi-
ence of a lifetime, “just qualifying is 
special and running it is even better. No 
marathon in the world has its history.” 
He	finished	with	a	time	of	3:21:44	and	a	

smile on his face.
 Congratulations to Lisa, Mark and 
the other 12 runners from our commu-
nity that trained so hard and ran so well 
at Boston.

Tom Woodworth is a retired advertising 
and public relations professional and cur-
rently volunteers as a business counselor with 
SCORE. In 1981 at age 44 he ran the Revco, 
his only marathon, with a time of 3:35:37.

most importantly, wearable garments. 
If you have a fan of Project Runway or 
Fashion Show at home, these classes 
offer	kids	a	unique	introduction	to	the	
world of sewing and design, and allow 
them to try the skills they see on televi-
sion	first-hand.
 Give your kids the gift of creative 
independence! Summer classes are 
forming now. For more information on 
Seidel	and	her	classes,	call	216.371.3333	
or	e-mail	baseidel@gmail.com.	

Becca Keating is a Cleveland Heights na-
tive and a third-year English major at Case 
Western Reserve University.

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn
this year with a customized lawn care program. Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and green again. To find out
how we can make your yard the envy of the neighborhood call today.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
FREE HOUR OF

HEDGE TRIMMING
Receive one free hour of pruning or hedge
trimming when you sign up for a lawn care
program by July 15, 2009. Code: HOB0609

LL_HO.0609.Final_Ad:Layout 1  5/27/09  7:31 AM  Page 1

Simply 
Charming 

Baubles, Bijoux & Bibelots
2265 Lee Rd. ~ Cleveland Hts. (next to The Stone Oven)
(216) 932-2500 ~ www.simplycharmingboutique.net

“Great gifts for the women in your life!”

Spring hours
Tuesday – Saturday: 11 to 5  •  Sunday – Monday: Closed

See you soon!
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Mark bellini and lisa Robertson were among 14 cleveland Heights residents who ran in the  
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barb Seidel teaches kids the art of sewing.
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coMMUNITY NEWS

Donald Carey

On August 29 Jillian’s Billiard Club & 
Cafe,	 12459	Cedar	Road,	will	 host	 a	
fun-filled	night	to	raise	money	for	the	
United Services Organization, a non-
profit	that	provides	morale	and	recre-
ational services to the U.S. armed forces. 
The USO seeks corporate sponsors and 
volunteers to help make the event a suc-
cess.	For	$2,000,	for	example,	a	donor	
will receive tickets plus a full page ad in 
the program. Items for door prizes and 
auction also needed. If you can help call 
Don	Carey	(U.S.	Coast	Guard	retired)	
at	216-382-2714	or	Mindy	Dannemiller	
(Jillian’s)	at	216-397-0900.

Help support U.S. troops

Group seeks to help seniors stay at home

Kathy Dawson

Life is about change. You expect your 
height to change, your voice to change 
and your taste in food to change. But did 
you	ever	expect	your	name	to	change	–	
multiple times?
 When you’re born, your birth cer-
tificate	states	your	formal	first,	middle	
and last name. As an infant, your name 
changes from Theodore to Teddykins 
or from Patricia to Pattycakes. When 
you grow from a baby into a child, your 
birth name takes center stage again, 
especially when being scolded by a par-
ent or teacher. “Theodore, come in the 
house this instant!”
 Through high school and college, 
your peers get a hold of your name and 
put yet another spin on it. It’s no longer 
Theodore, but “Mr. T.” It’s no longer 
Patricia, but “Tricksy.”
 Then you get married. This is when 
your	name	goes	through	a	final	identity	

What's in a name?

Mary Courtwright

While school breaks offer a much 
needed respite from the hectic life in 
academia, they also bring out the laziest 
part of me. Type A personalities like me 
tend	to	smother	that	gremlin-like,	do-
nothing	part	of	ourselves	and	stuff	it	in	
a closet somewhere. After all, the inner 
gremlin is a nuisance: she gets in the way 
of working, doing and accomplishing.
 The word “break” can unleash that 
nasty	little	ankle-biter,	who	seizes	con-
trol of my mind, body and soul. Set free, 
she makes me sleep in until 11 a.m., read 
mindless romance novels, and eat choco-
late chip cookies before going to bed.
 But when the new semester arrives, 
I must rein her in. The clock is ticking. 
It’s	time	to	pull	out	the	gremlin-catch-
ing kit. Its contents are mini Hershey’s 
Special Dark chocolates, Marie Claire 
magazine,	 self-tanner,	 a	 recorded	epi-
sode of Saturday Night Live with Justin 
Timberlake,	 a	 pedometer	 and,	finally,	
dog treats for a trusty sidekick.
 Bear with me while I provide my 
Legally	Blonde-inspired	 rationale.	The	
first	and	most	important	item	in	the	kit	
is the notorious mini Hershey’s Special 
Dark chocolate: a piece will pacify the 
creature in moments of panic. Next, a ca-
sual read is essential. Digesting too many 
textbooks	 and	 peer-reviewed	 journal	
articles can drive anyone insane. Marie 

The value of the inner gremlin
Claire magazine distracts the gremlin 
with colorful ads and scandalous stories. 
Self-tanner	fools	the	creature	into	think-
ing we have spent the afternoon outdoors 
(minus	the	harmful	ray	exposure).	Next	
is a DVR’d episode of SNL hosted by 
Justin Timberlake: laughter is essential 
in quelling the beast. The pedometer, a 
mechanism that counts my steps, serves 
as	a	reminder	that	one	of	us	(the	grem-
lin	or	the	Type	A	half)	will	have	to	walk	
off	the	multiple	mini	Hershey’s	Special	
Dark chocolates I have consumed. And 
finally,	when	all	else	fails,	a	puppy	is	the	
best medicine; dog treats will ensure the 
presence of my trusty sidekick during a 
sudden gremlin assault.
 Once the gremlin is reined in, the 
key to maintaining control lies not in a 
padlocked room. Rather, I must remem-
ber the evolutionary value in this inner 
demon. Frustrating as she may be, she 
represents the playful side of human 
nature that adults often forget.
 I must remember that the gremlin, 
in all her apparent foolishness, is in fact 
wise. She reminds me to laugh until my 
sides hurt, blow dandelion fuzz into 
the wind and sing in the car at the top 
of my lungs. If I forsake the gremlin, I 
lose the very part of myself that makes 
life worth living.
	 Thus,	I	pledge	to	use	the	gremlin-
catching kit only in emergencies and 
to make room for her in my daily life.  

I will dance to greatest hits of the 80s 
and 90s at least once a week, engage in 
fits	of	giggles	 for	no	apparent	 reason,	
and make grass angels in the backyard. 
I urge you to do the same. But for the 
love of all things holy, always keep a 
mini Hershey’s Special Dark chocolate 
on hand. Just in case.

Mary Carroll Courtwright teaches at Bry-
ant & Stratton College. Her novel "Song of 
the Messenger," set in Cleveland Heights, was 
published in 2007 and her writing has been 
featured on National Public Radio. Learn 
more at www.marycourtwright.com.

crisis. Somewhere along the line in your 
relationship, you get assigned a pet 
name.	 “Sweetie	Pop.”	 “Stud	Muffin.”	
“Pookie Bear.” It’s embarrassing.
 As uncomfortable as it might feel, 
if your mate has crowned you with a pet 
name, consider yourself lucky. Yes, lucky. 
This term of endearment is a code word 
or phrase that sets you apart from every-
one else in the world. There’s a pretty 
good chance your mate isn’t calling the 
mail carrier “Booboo.” So whether you 
get called “Rambo,” “Butter Babe” or 
“Peachy Pie,” embrace your pet name 
and remember that it’s part of the con-
nective tissue between you and your 
partner.
 Don’t have a pet name for your 
mate? Visit www.links2love.com and use 
the pet name generator.

Kathy Dawson is a Cleveland Heights author 
and relationship coach. To learn more about 
Dawson, visit www.kathythecoach.com.  

Judith VanKleef

A local group, Staying at Home, is inter-
ested in establishing a system that would 
help senior citizens stay in their homes as 
long as possible. A questionnaire distrib-
uted earlier this year had a good response 
and the group is looking for providers 
who are interested in participating in 
this program.
 The most important needs indi-
cated on the survey include computer 
assistance,	 house	 cleaning,	 post-storm	

cleanup, gutters, meal preparation, 
transportation, handyman, medical bill 
assistance, window cleaning, home care 
and pet sitting.
 If you are interested in providing one 
of these services or can refer someone, send 
your name, address, phone number and 
two local references to Staying at Home, 
3090 East Overlook Road, Cleveland 
Heights, OH 44118 or jvankleef@igc.org.

Judith VanKleef serves on the Cleveland 
Heights Commission on Aging.  

A Most Excellent Race! Walk, run, have fun at the 19th annual A Most 
Excellent Race on June 28!  beginning and 
ending at beaumont School, 3301 North Park 
boulevard, A Most Excellent Race features a 
10k run, 5k run and 5k walk.  Proceeds benefit 
the Achievement centers for children’s camp 
cheerful.  
 For more information or to register, 
visit www.achievementcenters.org or call  
216-292-9700, ext. 226. 
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70 Lewis  •  Cats On Holiday  •  Mo Mojo  •  Magpies

Mifune  •  I-Tal  •  All-Star Jam 
Jessie Barnes  •  Jack DiAlessandro  •  Jon Mosey
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coMMUNITY NEWS

Andrea Turner

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 
will	 hold	 its	 2009	Summer	Benefit	on	
Saturday, June 20 at the center in Shaker 
Heights. This year’s theme, “Midnight in 
the Garden of Good and Evil,” challenges 
partygoers	to	adopt	“good”	earth-friendly	
practices instead of clinging to “evil” 
unsound environmental habits.
	 Based	on	John	Berendt’s	best-selling	
book, the evening is designed to evoke 
the	charm	of	Savannah,	Georgia—South-
ern hospitality with a touch of cheeky 
fun. The parking lot will be transformed 
into the perfect setting for a garden  
gala. The event begins at 6 p.m. with 
cocktails and a silent auction, followed 

Nature center hosts “Midnight in the Garden” 

Mary Patton

The Gesu Women’s Guild presented its 
2009 Alice Paulus Award to longtime 
parish volunteer, Elaine K. Coburn, of 
University Heights. Coburn received 
the	honor	on	May	7	at	the	guild’s	“Cel-
ebrate Spring!” dinner at Shaker Heights 
Country Club.
	 Named	in	honor	of	long-standing	pa-
rishioner and dedicated volunteer, Alice 
Paulus, the award recognizes a woman 
who	exemplifies	Paulus’s	willingness	 to	
serve	Gesu	Parish	and	reflects	her	spirit	
of faith and volunteerism.
 Coburn and her husband, Don, have 
been members of Gesu for more than 
50	years.	They	raised	five	sons	and	two	
daughters in the church.
 “Gesu Parish truly values Elaine’s 
continual involvement and leadership,” 
said Reverend Lorn Snow, pastor of Gesu. 
“Elaine never complained about the 
workload, nor did she ever brag about her 
achievements. Her truly Christian atti-
tude has been an inspiration to her family, 

Elaine coburn wins 2009 Paulus Award

An “Indian Fort” in cleveland Heights?!? No, that’s actually an observation tower built by Nathan Am-
bler on his estate (now the baldwin Reservoir). Find out more about Ambler and other great estates in 
the Heights at www.chhistory.org! The cleveland Heights Historical Society promotes the history of our 
community through public programs, an informative Web site and fact-filled newsletters. Join today!

A Life Insurance policy is 
like a parachute: 

If you don't have one when 
you need one, it's too 

late to get one. 
 

42% of people die  
without Life Insurance. 

  
 $100,000 LIFE POLICY  

FOR $10.00 MONTH 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road  (216) 691-9227 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
 
 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 

only $23.95 
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  

• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 7/31/09 

CLASSIFIED ADS

BrAlways Buying
Paying Cash 

Cozy at Home Pet Sitting 
Bonded and Insured 

 

Owned by a Registered  
Veterinary Technician 

 

Member, Pet Sitters International 
New Client Discounts Available! 

 

(216) 382-5468 
 

www.cozyathomepets.com 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

216-291-2523        
or 

216-322-9180 (cell) 

Ted Stone Professional Painting Co. 

WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST 

Painting, Interior & Exterior  
Deck Refinishing, Power Washing 
Water Damage Repair, Plastering 
Minor Household Repairs 
Wallpaper, Small Drywall Jobs 

If it’s a task you don’t want to tackle or a sight you 
don’t want to see, give us a call! 

SAVE $$ 
NOW! 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & tile replacement 
Flashings 
Copper work 
Gutter cleaning & repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

DOGTOPIATM

Doggy
Daycare &
Overnight
Boarding in
Cleveland Hts.
291-0605

www.dogtopia.net

DogT classified:Layout 1  4/10/09  8:54 AM  Page 1

Live with Energy, 
 Inspiration and Passion!! 

 

Learn to see new possibilities  
and strategies to positively  

handle your life.   
 

Barbara Levin, LICDC, MCAT, LSW 

216-647-1973 
 

“Barbara’s solution-focused therapy helps 
people handle life with humor, flexibility, 

resourcefulness and resiliency.” 

The Eugene Family 

Cleveland Heights lost a real gem. 
Roslyn “Ro” Eugene died suddenly on 
May	7	after	celebrating	every	day	of	her	
79	years.	Ro’s	children	remember	her	as	
an activist. When her two eldest chil-
dren came home from Coventry School, 
after a beating delivered by two kids 
who lived around the corner, Ro sprang 
into action. She rounded up her husband 
and	five	children	and	visited	the	home	of	
the culprits. There, both families shook 
hands, sang songs and created “Coven-
try Kids for Peace,” which may have 
been the beginning of the community 
movement that eventually erected the 
Peace Arch on Coventry Road.
 Ro Eugene was committed to 
childhood education. She founded the 
Westshore Montessori School in the 
early	1960s;	taught	at	Ruffing	Montes-
sori; and directed Heights Montessori 
until	her	 retirement	at	age	70.	Ro	cel-
ebrated more than 40 years of sobriety 
in Alcoholics Anonymous, where her 

Ro Eugene’s children honor her memory

life experience became the fabric of her 
support to scores of friends and those she 
sponsored. She touched many lives and 
will	be	remembered	for	“Ro-isms”	that	
guided her, such as “Do the next right 
thing” and “That was then, this is now.”
 Roslyn Eugene’s life was celebrated 
recently by a full house at St. Cecilia’s 
in Cleveland. A banner hung from the 
rafter, reminding all in attendance of Ro’s 
mantra, “LuvUAll,” which she had on her 
license	plates	–	and	she	meant	it!

Written by the Eugene family, a wonderfully 
diverse bunch of kids who, in celebration of 
the their mom’s passing, are learning to love 
more and more.

friends, and to all who have noticed her 
quiet, modest dedication to the parish.”
 Coburn began volunteering when her 
children were in school. She served on 
the Gesu School Board and the PTO. She 
was one of the original organizers of the 
school’s Junior Great Books program.
 Coburn served as committee chair 
and vice president for the Women’s Guild 
and Parish Council. She was a founding 
member of many committees and groups, 
such as the Gesu Christian Life Com-
munity	 and	 the	first	Gesu	Endowment	
Board. Coburn represented Gesu as a 
board member of Catholic Charities and 
was	one	of	Gesu’s	first	women	lectors	and	
Eucharistic Ministers.
 In addition to her Gesu volunteer 
activities, Coburn served as president 
of the Cleveland Chapter of Sacred 
Heart Alumni, president of the Board of 
Glen Oak School, and a member of the 
Gilmour Academy Board of Trustees.

Mary Patton is a public relations consultant 
and University Heights resident.

Picture This

Culture of Cutting 
Barber Shop 

2070 South Taylor Rd. 
 

$10 Seniors and Children 
$13 Men and Women 
Free shampoo with cut 

 

Mon.- Sat. 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Closed Sunday. 
 

(216) 320-9611 
  

Call for an appointment. Walk-ins welcome. 

Cash 

Grand Opening 

SEITZ 
-AGIN 

HARDWARE 

Service, Quality,  
Community 

 

(216) 321-4630 
2271 LEE ROAD 

 

SEITZ-AGIN.COM 

 

by	dinner	 (catered	by	 Sammy’s),	 a	 live	
auction and dancing under the stars  
to music provided by the Special Request 
band.
 The center, founded in 1966 as a 
grassroots	community	effort	to	preserve	
the Shaker Parklands from becoming the 
route for a new freeway, has been a leader 
in natural history and environmental edu-
cation for children and adults for more 
than 40 years.
	 To	reserve	tickets,	call	216-321-5935	
or visit www.shakerlakes.org for more 
information.

Andrea C. Turner is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and a member of the center’s board 
of directors.

$89,900 Rare Find Flag Lot
1.3 Acres  

Willoughby Hills, Ohio 
 

440-946-5005  
or 

 216-538-9521 
 

Buildable Lot, Mostly Cleared 
Shovel Ready 

Space, Tranquility, 360° of Beauty 
Near the city with a country feel 

Minutes to Metro Parks, Shopping, Freeways 
 

Don’t let the economy stall your life any longer! 
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Saturday, June 13
In University Circle
11 am–4 pm     
Parade at noon    FREE

Twentieth Annual

Presented by

Fat
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Explore

Organic

Gardening
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Annuals • Perennials • Trees • Shrubs
Shade Plants • Pottery • Garden Décor & Much More!

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

Mon - Sat 9-7 • Sun 10-5

Your STAYCATION
Headquarters!

We have everything
you need to brighten up

your outdoor space!

Belgard ~ Conard Pyle Star Roses ~ Imperial Nursery 
Pacific Pottery ~ Scott’s Fertilizer ~ Sweet Peet

Take advantage of Special Savings!
Specials will be announced during the show.

Come join in on the FUN!
BLOOMING with BREMECS

Broadcasting LIVE June 20th • 7:30-8:00am

COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE & PASTRIES




