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Derailed diners to reopen as Clyde’s Bistro
Bob Rosenbaum

The thrice-derailed diner complex at 
1975 Lee Road in Cleveland Heights is 

back on track, sched-
uled to open around 
Nov. 1—not as a diner, 
but as a casual-chic 
tavern.

 Clyde’s Bistro & Barroom, as it 
will be called, will be run by three gen-
erations of the Mart family. This is the 
11th restaurant for Clyde Mart, a 30-
year restaurant owner whose previous 
ventures include Mo’s Uptown (Pepper 
Pike), Mo’s Downtown (Tower City), 
Mo’s Primo and later, Gaylin’s Tavern 
(Willoughby) and Vito’s (Aurora).
 His daughter, Vivian Gatta, of 
Cleveland Heights, worked in many of 
them and will be general manager at 
Clyde’s. Bryan Oddo, also of Cleveland 
Heights, is Mart’s grandson and Gatta’s 

Veteran restaurateur Clyde Mart (right), daughter Vivian Gatta and grandson Brian Oddo are applying 
a formula developed over 30 years in the restaurant business at Clyde’s Bistro on Lee Road.

League of Women 
Voters explains county 
reform initiative
Carol Gibson

The League of Women Voters is pre-
senting a 30-minute PowerPoint pre-
sentation on the Cuyahoga County 
Reform Initiative, Issue 6. The program 
will take place at 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 
15, at the Unitarian Universalist Society 
of Cleveland, 2728 Lancashire Road, 
Cleveland Heights.
 The presentation cuts through the 
rhetoric to clearly explain how a new 
charter seeks to create checks and bal-
ances, and improve accountability and 
openness in county government. All this 
is packaged in a carefully researched and 
entertaining presentation.
 The League of Women Voters has 
been championing county government 
reform since the 1930s. Issue 6 is the 
fourth reform effort since 1994.

Simplifying the 
school board race

Jim Posch

Interested in what’s going on in the Cleve-
land Heights- University Heights School 
District? Concerned about its future 
health and success? Then pay attention 
to the CH-UH school board race.
 While perhaps not as glamorous 
as city council races, this race is just 
as important. The CH-UH School 
Board manages a bigger budget than 
either University Heights or Cleveland 
Heights and some may argue, shoulders 
bigger responsibilities. The future and 
health of our communities are inextrica-
bly linked to the education of our youth 
and the success of our schools.
 In 2007 a group of nonpartisan 
Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights citizens formed an organization 
called Your CH-UH Schools, with the 

Step It Up forum is 
democracy in action
Susie Kaeser

More than 115 Cleveland Heights resi-
dents “stepped up” their involvement in 
shaping their city’s future by attending 
a public forum featuring candidates for 
the Cleveland Heights City Council.
 The Sept. 16 meeting at Forest Hill 
Church was sponsored by Step It Up, 
an informal group of Cleveland Heights 
residents who came together last spring 
to energize citizen involvement in the 
fall election as a way to shape the City’s 
future. Bonnie Caplan, who was out of 
the country, was the only candidate un-
able to participate.
 Prior to the meeting Step It Up 
issued a Citizen’s Agenda outlining pri-
ority issues, leadership needs, and the 
critical role of the city’s elected officials 
in making Cleveland Heights a premier 
21st Century community. More than 
225 people have endorsed the agenda 
publicly.
 Mark Chupp welcomed the com-
munity and the candidates on behalf of 
Step It UP and introduced, as modera-
tor, the Rev. John Lentz.
 Lentz congratulated the organizers, 
the audience, and the candidates for 
being part of “democracy in action.” 
He observed that a special strength of 
Cleveland Heights is the willingness of 
its citizens to get involved, and congrat-
ulated Step It Up for its leadership.
 Candidates spent the first half-hour 
answering individually tailored ques-
tions about the Citizen Agenda. During 

University Hospitals to lease Coventry

nephew. He will manage front-of-house 
operations.
 The new restaurant will offer 
eclectic comfort food, such as meatloaf, 
braised short ribs, coq au vin, and ciop-
pino. Most entrees will be in the range 
of $10 to $16. The south room—the 
former Dottie’s—will be the dining 
room. The old Sweet City Diner on the 
building’s north end is being converted 
to a bar, which will have a selection of 
draft beer and a dedicated bar menu, 
according to Oddo. Clyde’s will be open 
for lunch and dinner.
 “It will be comfortable,” Oddo said. 
“You can come here dressed up for a 
date, or in jeans with your buddies.” To 
achieve that environment, the complex 
is being gutted and redecorated.
 “There have been three attempts 
to run a diner here, and they haven’t 
succeeded,” Gatta said. “It doesn’t make 
sense to come in and try to do the same 
thing again; you’d get the same result.”
 So why does this trio believe they’ll 
succeed where others have failed? Be-
sides being adequately funded and run 
by people with lots of experience in the 
restaurant business, they’re following 
a formula honed by Mart over three 
decades.

 First, Mart said, is to find a location 
with high population density. Then find 
a facility with good mechanical systems, 
an up-to-date kitchen and no need for 
structural changes. “I’ll pay for aesthet-
ics that are important to the meal,” Mart 
said, “but I don’t want to pay for turning 
the building into a restaurant.”
 Next, instead of buying the build-
ing, they’ve leased it from the Tsilianidis 
family, who bought the place and ran it 
as Chris & Jimmy’s from 2005-2007.  

 Finally, offer a new concept—differ-
ent from the previous failures.
 “When we opened Mo’s Uptown, 
we followed five bankruptcies in that 
same location. Nobody thought we 
could succeed,” Mart said. “But we did, 
and we got bought out eight months 
later. That was followed by four more 
bankruptcies until the building owner 
brought us back in and we opened Gay-
lin’s. There were nine bankruptcies in 
continued on page 12
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The Cleveland Heights Planning Com-
mission has approved the short-term 
use of the former Coventry Elementary 
School for computer training by Univer-
sity Hospitals. UH will lease the building 
from the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District to train 
hospital employees on a new electronic 
medical records system.
 According to the district, the agree-

ment will not interfere with its other 
agreement, to lease the building to the 
Cleveland Music School Settlement.
 “We are thrilled that the Coventry 
School building was available,” said Ron 
Dziedzicki, senior vice president of op-
erations for University Hospitals, “We 
had developed three selection criteria 
to use in our decision process, which 
were site availability during our required 
time frame, site with close proximity to 
continued on page 11



heights observer october 6, 2009    join the conversation at www.heightsobserver.org2
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Gelfand publishes an eNewletter 
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Observer readers have an opportunity to receive the eNewsletter 
for F-R-E-E. 

That’s a $29.95 eNewsletter for FREE! 
Go to: IvanGelfand.com/signup. 

Learn from America’s Money Man™

Ivan Gelfand: America’s Money Man™
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Step it Up recommends two for CH council
Step It Up steering committee

We are Cleveland Heights residents who 
assembled six months ago to focus on the 
City Council election in order to have a 
positive impact on our city’s future. We 
articulated a Citizen Agenda and solicited 
community endorsements of its ideas, 
interviewed each candidate about the 
agenda, and held a candidates forum.
 Heights is fortunate to have ten 
knowledgeable candidates for Council 
who endorse the agenda, have expertise to 
share, but have differences that matter.
 The Step It Up Steering Commit-
tee is sharing its assessment of the top 
candidates in light of their leadership 
qualities, vision and appreciation of 
the issues articulated in the Citizen’s 
Agenda. We hope voters will consider 
these recommendations.
 Toby Rittner and Jason Stein are ex-
cellent resources for the community and 
we highly recommend them. They have 
the ideas and passion to energize city 
government, and to inspire excitement 

Heights Arts stitches the community together
Peggy Spaeth

What is it for, anyway? As artist Carol 
Hummel and her small army of volun-
teers were on Lee Road and Larchmere 
Boulevard this past August covering 
parking meters and tree trunks with 
colorful crocheted cord, a common 
assumption was that Heights Arts was 
raising money for a cause through art. 
 This assumption is very thought-
provoking. For one thing, why are artists 
so often asked to donate their art in 
support of a cause, instead of the other 
way around? Wouldn’t it be nice to hear 
your doctor say, “A portion of my fee for 
your gall bladder surgery will be given 
to an arts organization.” Yes!
 On another level, there are several 
causes that this project does support: 
 We need to pay attention to the 

and citizen confidence in the city and 
its future. They display respect for our 
citizens, an ability to listen, and a desire 
to reach out to engage residents, busi-
nesses, nonprofits and public schools as 
partners in creating a remarkable city.
 Toby Rittner is a pragmatic idealist 
who will address current problems while 
working toward a brighter future. Ritt-
ner has background in economic devel-
opment and public finance, and desires 
public-private-nonprofit cooperation. 
He advocates for a new master plan for 
the city, believes City Council should 
actively support and market the public 
schools, wants to oversee the revival of 
neighborhood groups, and advocates 
green energy innovations.
 Jason Stein is a graduate of Cleve-
land Heights High School and appre-
ciates the importance of the public 
schools to our community’s vitality. He 
sees an urgent need to unite the north-
ern and southern portions of the city. 
He would encourage development in 
suffering business districts, especially 

north of Mayfield. His ambitious plans 
to attract businesses include incentives 
for green initiatives.
 The Step It Up Steering Commit-
tee is not offering recommendations 
regarding the three incumbents. They 
have established track records for voters 
to evaluate.
 Of the remaining five first-time 
candidates, Mary Dunbar and Cheryl 
Stephens have significant strengths 
that make them good candidates who 
deserve a closer look. Step It Up en-
courages citizens to become informed: 
Attend candidate events, check out 
their websites and materials, and see 
their interviews at www.youtube.com/
stepitupclevelandhts.

Step It Up Steering Committee: 
Mazie Adams, Russell Berusch, Mark Ch-
upp, Gina Cheverine, Carol Falender, Marie 
Augustin-Glave, Susie Kaeser, Robin Koslen, 
Lewis Pollis, Jeff Smith, Kevin Smith, Sa-
roya Queen-Tabor, Elizabeth Westman, and 
Diana Woodbridge

streetscape. Parking meters, for exam-
ple, are ubiquitous. Why not make them 
visually interesting? The striped covers 
create a colorful repetitive pattern that 
demonstrates how to do that.
 We can create community through 
the arts. People flocked to help out 
with this project, attending gatherings 
to make the hundreds of pieces needed 
to cover more than 200 parking meters 
and 40 trees. Some, like Carol and Tom 
Hanger, stitched pieces to trees in the 
rain. Ben de Rubertis abandoned sitting 
at his desk for several weeks to help the 
artist because he found working on the 
street and talking with passers-by as il-
luminating as his calligraphy business.
 We should support our local inde-
pendent businesses. Small businesses 
account for 50 percent of our national 
gross domestic product, and they have 

even more economic impact in our own 
community. More than 35 businesses 
sponsored this project to pay for ma-
terials because they understood that an 
original and interesting streetscape is 
attractive to customers. Several hosted 
gatherings at their stores, which intro-
duced new patrons to their businesses.
 Another common question is wheth-
er the cord will hurt the trees. Fear not. 
No trees (or meters) have been harmed in 
this project. A very large tree in front of 
Cleveland Heights City Hall was covered 
for four years with no harmful result.
 Lest you find the color scheme not 
to your taste, keep in mind that this is a 
temporary project. The cord will be re-
moved in a year. Hopefully it will leave a 
lasting impression so that we will be ever 
aware that each element installed on the 
streetscape has visual significance.  
 And finally, as one Heights resident 
said: “What’s not to like? It’s silly, it 
stops you in your tracks, it gets people 
talking and it can’t possibly last forever. 
I also happen to enjoy the way it looks 
and I’m thankful to the folks who pulled 
it off.”

Peggy Spaeth is the executive director of 
Heights Arts.
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PARDEE University Hts. 
City CouncilSusan D.

ELECT

23-year UH resident • Raised $50.5 million+ for the CH-UH Schools • MBA, Weatherhead School of Management, CWRU
Paid for by Friends of Sue Pardee - Luke McConville, Treasurer - 2319 Loyola Road - University Heights, Ohio 44118 • www.VoteforSuePardee.com
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Enjoy a beautiful fall day at 

Lake View Cemetery 
“Cleveland’s Outdoor Museum” 
Mayfield and Kenilworth Roads 

 
Horticultural Walking Tour 
Saturday, October 17, 2009 
10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon 

 
Full Moon & Search For 4-Legged Friends 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 
5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.N.  

 
Come join us and admire the beautiful 

Fall colors of the cemetery! 
 

For more information call  
216-421-2665 or 

www.lakeviewcemetery.com 
 

no UH City Council meeting abstract available: 
help maintain visibility of public meetings by becoming an observer

Maryann Barnes

The University Heights City Council 
met Sept. 8 but, unfortunately, no 
League of Women Voters Cuyahoga 
Area observer was available to cover it. 
Each month, members of the group at-
tend the council meetings and write re-
ports that are then published online and 
abstracted for the Heights Observer.
 If you have enjoyed reading the 
summary reports of public meetings, 
perhaps you would be interested in help-
ing to produce them. The league needs 
many hands to cover four public bodies: 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
MONDAY, AUG. 17, 2009
All council members present.

2008 city audit accepted
Thomas Malone, director of finance, announced 
that the State Auditor’s review of the city’s 
2008 audit was found to be acceptable with 
no modifications.

Police chiefs, juvenile judge meet
Council Member Kenneth Montlack reported that 
police chiefs from the First Suburbs Consortium 
met several times with Cuyahoga County Juvenile 
Court Administrative Judge Thomas O’Malley 
about youthful misconduct. The meetings dealt with 
uniformity in misdemeanor filings, better design and 
data input for warrants that require immediate ad-
mission to the Juvenile Detention Center, improved 
police access to the electronic data system to make 
outstanding warrants available to officers, and the 
need to involve an assistant prosecutor for drug 
offenses that require immediate filing.

Monticello Boulevard
Council authorized application for State of Ohio 
Public Works Commission funds to be used for 
Phase 2 of the Monticello Boulevard (Belvoir to 
Noble) capital improvement project. It will begin 
next spring with the state paying 80 percent.

HUD stimulus funds
In a situation requiring much compromise, council 
unanimously authorized the city manager to 
contract with Cuyahoga County for a three-year 
expenditure of $715,677 received by the city from 

the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) under the Homeless Prevention and 
Rapid Re-Housing Program. The city had not applied 
for this federal stimulus money and does not have 
existing programs to disburse it. Hesitant to enter into 
a contract with the county, the city reached out to lo-
cal nonprofit organizations to  direct the HUD funds 
to Cleveland Heights residents. It was important to 
make sure that none of the funds would be used for 
tenants losing their homes due to antisocial behavior 
in violation of the law or in breach of a lease.

City loan to Dobama
Council authorized an agreement with Dobama 
Theatre for a $50,000 loan under the city’s 
Revolving Loan Fund Program to assist in the 
renovation of its space at 2340 Lee Road. The 
loan will be paid back over five years.

City code prohibits discrimination
Council Member Mark Tumeo presented an ordi-
nance amending multiple sections of the city code 
to prohibit discrimination based upon gender identity 
and expression, and to change the word “handicap” 
to “disability.” Currently there is no such state protec-
tion; Cleveland Heights continues to be a leader in the 
treatment of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) citizens. Several council members expressed 
approval and pride in the city’s achievements in this 
area. A motion to suspend the rule requiring two 
readings passed as did the ordinance.

LWV Observers: Blanche Valancy and Katherine 
Solender.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 8, 2009
Council Member Nancy Dietrich excused.

CDGB funds shifted
Council approved reprogramming and realloca-
tion of Community Development Block Grant 
(CDGB) funds as approved by the Citizens Advi-
sory Council (CAC). $23,000 will be moved from 
the Contingency Fund to the HRCC Assist Incentive 
Grant and $20,000 from the Nuisance Abate-
ment Fund to the five related Condo Conversion 
Funds for the E. Derbyshire condos.

Energy grant approved
A grant from the U.S. Department of Energy for an en-
ergy audit and efficiency improvements for the North 
Ice Rink at the Community Center was approved. 
The $182,300 from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 will allow the replacement 
of 90 lighting fixtures with energy efficient models for 
$140,000 and fund a video to serve as an educa-
tional tool regarding energy efficiency in buildings.

Dobama banners approved
Dobama Theatre received a variance from city sign 
regulations to permit four 3x10-foot projecting fabric 
sign banners, such as are used by theaters locally 
and nationally, at its new facility at 2340 Lee Road 
[Heights Library]. The banners will be changed for 
different theatre productions and as they wear.

Penalty to irresponsible property owners
Council Member Mark Tumeo presented for first 
reading an ordinance amending the housing code 
to enact a civil penalty of $50 ($100 for a repeat 
offense within 30 days) against a property owner if 

trash, yard waste, rubbish, garbage, or other debris 
or litter is left on the tree lawn, gutter, street, tree 
well, planter, or sidewalk in front of the owner’s 
premises at unauthorized times. Much discussion 
followed. Council Member Kenneth Montlack was 
concerned that, especially in multi-family and apart-
ment districts, the ordinance would not distinguish 
between responsible and irresponsible landlords 
and felt that a fair defense and appeal process was 
needed. Council Member Bonnie Caplan spoke 
of the unfairness to the community at large and 
the need to use money to encourage responsible 
community behavior.

LWV observer: Blanche Valancy.

Space restrictions sometimes require the dele-
tion of some proceedings. For more complete 
summaries view online postings at www.
heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstracted 
from LWV observers’ written reports. The sum-
maries have been edited and prepared by Anne 
McFarland, Marilyn McLaughlin and Maryann 
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an email to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or 
join through google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase. 
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters 
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must ac-
company any redistribution of these reports

both Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights city councils, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights school 
board, and the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights library board. To 
be a league observer, we ask you to join 
the league (dues are $60 per year) and 
adhere to the league’s policy of nonpar-
tisanship. For more information contact 
Maryann Barnes at mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or 216-321-7525.

Maryann Barnes is cochair of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters 
Cuyahoga Area.

Nela Florist Inc.      Stan Soble

Phone (216) 451-8333   1-800-837-8333
Fax (216) 451-8336       
www.nelaflorist.net

2132 Noble Road (Opposite Nela Park)
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112

Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.
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Computer gallery to open 
at Lee Road Library

Cathy Hakala-Ausperk

Library customers will still be able to en-
joy viewing the creations of local artists 
while working on the computer at the 
same time, when the Lee Road Library 
opens its new computer gallery.
 Housed in the former Heights Arts 
space in the west wing of the Lee Road Li-
brary, this combination technology center 
and art gallery will allow for the expansion 
of the current community office, currently 
located on the second floor.
 “We’re looking forward to continu-
ing to collaborate with Heights Arts 
to bring outstanding programs to the 
library for our customers to enjoy,” ex-
plained Nancy Levin, library director.
 Levin said the library’s three-year 
experience of having Heights Arts in 
that space resulted in many outstand-
ing events and learning opportunities. 
Going forward, Heights Arts’ Peggy 
Spaeth announced the group will vacate 
the Heights Arts Studio and continue to 
work out of the Heights Arts Gallery, 
just a few buildings down Lee Road. The 
library will still work to create shared 
programs, exhibits and classes with 
Heights Arts as often as possible.
 About 15 of the PCs in the current 
community office will move into the 
gallery, along with some from elsewhere 
in the library. The rest of the com-
munity office PCs will remain in what 
will be a dedicated classroom, which is 
also available for the public to reserve 
and use for classes. Local artists will 
be invited to display their work on the 
walls surrounding the two large gallery 
rooms, creating an artistic framework. 
 “Our overall goal will be to adorn 
the walls with beauty and fill the room 
with information and technology,” Levin 
added. “Today’s library is more than just 
a book warehouse,” she said. “We strive 
to be a central, community gathering 
place and this unique and innovative 
new area will help us do just that.”

Cathy Hakala-Ausperk is the deputy director 
for the Heights Libraries and the acting public 
relations coordinator. 

Literary hauntings in the Heights
Mark Danidziak and Carole Wallencheck

If your enthusiasm for Halloween in-
cludes ravens and the original gothic 
vampire, you’re in luck. The Lee Road 
Library has two October programs to 
satisfy your cravings for the spooky and 
bookish.
 Celebrate Edgar Allen Poe’s bicen-
tennial birthday with the Largely Liter-
ary Theater Company on Sunday, Oct. 
25, at 2 p.m.
 The theater’s cofounders, Sara 
Showman and Mark Dawidziak, will 
perform “An Afternoon with Edgar Al-
lan Poe.”
 Dawidziak and Showman illuminate 
Poe’s “brief, brilliant and tortured life.” 
Born in Boston in 1809, Poe “spent only 
40 years on this planet,” yet he “found 
the time to create the detective story 
and write a couple dozen of the most 
influential horror stories ever put to 
paper.” 
 Dawidziak returns on Thursday, 
Oct. 29, at 7 p.m. for Visit with a Vam-
pire. He will speak about his newest 
book, The Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair 

CH-UH Public Library Board 
meeting highlights
MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2009
All board members present.

Budget concerns
The Public Library Fund, the source of state mon-
ies to public libraries, has fallen from 2.22% of 
Ohio’s General Fund to 1.97%, necessitating 
a revision to the library’s 2009 annual appro-
priations. The board passed a resolution for a 
decrease of $101,464, with Board Member 
Glenn Billington noting that this was the second 
such revision for 2009. Board President Eric 
Silverman lamented the “horrendous” rate of in-
terest for the library’s $3.4 million money market 
account at StarOhio. While acknowledging the 
statutory mandate for absolute safety in public 
money accounts, the Operations Committee will 
discuss other banking possibilities at its Oct. 14 
meeting. Heights Library’s fiscal officer, Molly 
Riffle, will continue to explore options.

Retirements
The board passed a resolution honoring Chil-
dren’s Librarian Alice Palda, who will retire after 
eighteen years of service. Director Levin told of 
being taught by Palda to use puppets in story-
telling. Palda is known in both the library and 
school communities for her storytelling ability. 
She thanked the board members for their time 

in serving the community and indicated that she 
would reappear as a volunteer herself.

Activity Center plans
Thirty-eight people attended two public meetings 
to discuss plans for the Activity Center. Studio 
Techne architect Jim Duber showed visuals and let 
attendees take a peek into the empty space. Studio 
Techne will now prepare a construction timeline 
with budget. Fundraising from the community will 
be necessary if the project is to go forward.

Web usage of library resources
Director Levin introduced the library’s network ad-
ministrator, Matt Hoffman, who has been working 
with Craig Fisher of Adult Services. Hoffman talked 
to the board about getting realistic counts of Web 
usage. For instance, hits on the library’s home page 
are not as meaningful as the page views that follow 
visits to the home page.

Heights Arts to leave library space
Heights Arts has notified the board of its intent to 
consolidate space in the gallery next to the Cedar-
Lee Theater and move out of the Activity Center 
by Nov. 30. The library will, however, continue to 
partner and program with Heights Arts. The library’s 

long-term use of the former Heights Arts space 
will be tied into the use of the former gymnasium. 
In the short-term, the space will house 15 to 20 
computers to relieve the overcrowding in the 
community office.

Friends book sale Oct. 15
The Oct. 15 book sale will begin to diminish the 
number of books that have piled up over the last 
two years. The ongoing book sale does well.

Regionalization and the John Carroll library
Board Member Jim Posch, saying that people 
often ask him why this library does not join with 
Cleveland Public Library or Cuyahoga County 
Public Library, pointed out that with its tie to 
CLEVNET and the collection at John Carroll the 
library was already involved in regionalization. 
Asked about whether residents can check books 
out at John Carroll, Ms. Martinez of the University 
Heights branch, said she would bring up that 
issue at a meeting with John Carroll personnel 
scheduled for the next day.

LWV observer, Anne S. McFarland.
Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.

 

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, OH  44118 
216.321.7571     ●    www.ruffingmontessori.net 

OPEN HOUSE 
Age 18 months  -  8th grade 

Sunday, November 8, 2009 
2:00 - 4:00 

Celebrating 50 years of inspiring young minds 

Library annual 
report is online
The Cleveland Heights - University 
Heights Public Library has pub-
lished its 2008 annual report. Read it 
online at www.heightslibrary.org/pdf/
reports/CHUHPL_CAFR_2008.pdf

Companion to Dracula, and tell tales about 
the bloodsucker who created a stir 
long before Twilight. The painstakingly 
researched book looks at all aspects of 
the Dracula phenomenon.
 Dawidziak, the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer’s television critic, is also a play-
wright, a recognized Mark Twain 
scholar, and the author of 11 books. His 
wife, actress Sara Showman, is an Equity 
membership candidate and earned a 
degree in acting and directing from 
Kent State University. They cofounded 
the Largely Literary Theater Company 
in 2002.    
 If you think the Halloween season 
is just for kids, think again. Adults can 
enjoy Edgar’s birthday cake, the live 
performances, and delve deeper into 
favorite literary works as the calendar 
creeps toward Oct. 31.
 Register in person at any of the 
branches, online at www.heightslibrary.
org or by phone at 216-932-3600.

Mark Dawidziak is a television critic with 
The Plain Dealer and Carole Wallencheck is 
a reference associate at the Heights Library.
 

 

Library photo contest 
returns in October
Sam Lapides

Lee Road Library announces the sec-
ond annual Digital Photo Contest, 
sponsored by MOTOPHOTO. Submit 
entries up to Oct. 24 at any Heights 
library. The top three winners in each 
category (Black & White or Color) 
will earn prizes only redeemable at the 
Cedar Center MotoPhoto. Winners will 
be announced Dec. 12.     
 Get entry forms at any Heights 
library, or download them from www.
heightslibrary.org. 
Rules:        
• Submit a maximum of six photos.         
•  Categories are b/w and color.         
•  Maximum photo size is 8 x 11 inches.         
•  Mount all photos on sturdy, whiteboard, 

such as matte board.  
Prizes donated by MotoPhoto.        
• First: $206 MotoPhoto package.
• Second: $120 MotoPhoto package.
• Third: $92 MotoPhoto package.
 Visit the Cedar Center MotoPhoto 
for discounts on mounting and printing.

Sam Lapides is a Heights Libraries employee 
who enjoys photography.
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www.coolplacestoeat.com

12502 Larchmere Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44120
tel. 216-791-0918

GreenerHome
Services

www.GreenerHomeServices.com

Call
216.916.7308

Save Energy, Save Money 
Aluminum Clad Outside and Wood Inside
Optional Fiberglass Composite Windows
Free In-Home Consultation

Replacement Windows
U.S. 2009-2010 Energy Tax Credit
- Up to $1500. on Eligible Products
- Sun Defense Low E
- Triple-Pane Low-E Insulating Glass with Argon
- Low-E Insulating Glass with Argon
- Low-E Insulating Glass

Learn more about CH-UH elementary 
schools on Oct. 15 at Roxboro
Jacalyn Elfvin

New residents and families with pre-
school-aged children are invited to 
attend a special event to learn more 
about the district’s elementary school 
programs. The event, “Fall into the 
Heights,” provides an opportunity to 
find out about the engaging education 
and learning opportunities provided 
through CH-UH elementary schools. 
 CH-UH educators and families 
look forward to introducing parents 
to the elementary schools and their 
many successes. Fall into the Heights is 

Heights High to perform “The King and I”
Jacalyn Elfvin

Singing, dancing, and award-winning musi-
cians will come together as part of Cleve-
land Heights High School’s production of 
“The King and I.” Under the direction of 
Craig McGaughey, students from across 
Heights High and the district will take 
part in this musical performance.   
 The production will run Nov. 5 though 
Nov. 8. The show begins at 7:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 5, 6, and 7.  On Nov. 8, there is a mati-
nee at 4 p.m. Tickets are $10 for orchestra 
seating and $6 for the mezzanine. 
 “Our students have been working 

Fairmount Co-Op preschool holds first bike-a-thon

Students at Fairmount Co-Op preschool participated in their First Annual Bike-a-thon in the parking lot 
of the Fairmount presbyterian Church on Saturday, Sept. 19. Friends and family pledged money and 
cheered for the preschoolers, who rode their bikes around a course in the church parking lot.

CH-UH Board of Education 

meeting highlights
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2009
All board members present.

Student rights and responsibilities
Although the work session’s announced topic 
was “Student Support,” the topic translated to 
examining polices related to student rights and 
responsibilities for possible revision.
 To begin addressing the subject, this 
session examined the overall framework. The 
board plans to have several sessions on the 
topic during the remainder of the year and 
hopes to adopt any changes (for instance, 
policies regarding cell phones and other elec-
tronic media) before the end of the year, when 
board membership may change as a result of 
the November election.

LWV observer: Anne Cook.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2009
All board members present.

CMSS
Superintendent Heuer announced that the 
district and the Cleveland Music School Settle-
ment (CMSS) have signed an agreement on 
the Settlement’s use of the former Coventry El-
ementary School. Charles Lawrence, president 
of CMSS, said he looked forward to working 
with the school system and its music program, 
and the community.

District fall 2009 enrolment
The superintendent reported that 5,548 students 
have registered and attended school this school 
year. Of these, 855 are new to the system.

State report card
Superintendent Heuer discussed the state report 

card. The system remained at Continuous Im-
provement; three schools had an Effective rating. 
The district has 16% special needs students. The 
state average is 10%. Federal limits on how many 
special needs students can be counted on state 
tests lowers the district’s report card rating.
 Students perform better after they have 
been in the district three years. Six of the seven 
elementary schools have satisfied value-added 
standards. The superintendent asked Rebecca 
Quinn, coordinator of gifted and enrichment 
programs, to work with the middle schools.

High school achievement
One budget cut eliminated the administrative 
principal at the high school. Christine Fowler-
Mack, assistant superintendent, will work with 
the high school to improve its performance 
from Effective to Excellent. Seniors at the high 
school received $8 million in scholarships. Stu-
dent performance has increased 18% since the 
introduction of small schools.

New coordinator of communications
The board approved the appointment of Angee 
Shaker as coordinator of communications, effec-
tive Sept. 21.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.

SP
EC

S0
90

9

Mums, Pansies, Bulbs, Kale, Cabbage,
Pumpkins, Gourds & Corn Stalks

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

Mon - Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

25% OFF
Shrubs

Firewood
Available

Annuals • Perennials • Trees • Shrubs
Shade Plants • Pottery • Garden Décor

& Much More!

Savings So Big It’s Spooky!

10-80% Off Everything

50% OFF All Trees
or purchase at full price with Myke’s 5 Year Warranty 

& We Will Plant it for Free!

Thank You All! 
 

For voting the Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Park 

(People Enhancing A Child’s Environment) 
2009 Best of the Heights Awards’ 

 

Best Place to Take Kids
 

Join us 
Saturday, Oct. 10 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

For the 

Fall Clean Up and Fun Day
 

No experience necessary. 
Tools and lunch provided. 

Come for an hour or all day! 
RSVP to 216-371-4232 or e-mail 

jcc32@roadrunner.com 

Thursday, Oct. 15 from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
at Roxboro Elementary School, 2405 
Roxboro Road. 
 Elementary teachers and parents 
will be in attendance to answer any 
questions about academic, athletic, and 
musical programs. Light refreshments 
will be served. Mark your calendar for 
this fun-filled and informative event for 
the entire family.

Jackie Elfvin is the administrative assistant 
in the Office of Communications and Commu-
nity Engagement for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.  

hard in rehearsals, and I think they will put 
on a phenomenal show,” musical director 
Craig McGaughey said. “We hope resi-
dents are able to come out and enjoy our 
production and support our students.”     
 Last year more than 3,000 attend-
ees saw the Heights High musical pro-
duction of “West Side Story.” Call the 
ticket hotline at 216-320-3105 for more 
information.

Jackie Elfvin is the administrative assistant 
in the Office of Communications and Commu-
nity Engagement for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.  

Advertise in the Heights Observer
Call 513-3070 www.heightsobserver.org
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Family liaisons support 
CH-UH parents
Louisa Oliver

Heights Parent Center has a family liai-
son located in each CH-UH elementary 
school to welcome and engage parents 
of new and returning students this 
fall. The family liaisons staff a Parent 
Resource Center which is open several 
hours a week. Parents can come and 
relax, have a cup of coffee, chat with one 
another and comb library shelves for  
community information and parenting 
resources. 
 The liaisons are available to help 
parents help each child be successful 
in school. Check the center’s Web site, 
www.heightsparentcenter.org, for informa-
tion on the Family-School Connection, 
to locate the name of the family liaison 
at each building and the Resource Cen-
ter’s hours.
 As the year progresses, watch for 
free family activities at each school.

             

WASHINGTON & LEE 
AUTO SERVICE

We service 

domestic 

and import 

vehicles and 

light duty 

trucks.

2080 Lee Road,  Cleveland Heights

(216) 371-2850

Please join us... For a Fundraiser supporting 
Gary A. Benjamin for Council

Tuesday, October 13 at 7:00 p.m.
The Mad Greek Restaurant, 2466 Fairmount –  
at Cedar, Cleveland Heights [Where else?]

Featuring...

Musicians of Cleveland 

Heights –

• Deborah Van Kleef

• Mozart

• Peggi Cella

For more politics go to www.GaryABenjamin.net
Tickets $30 at the door or in advance by mailing your check to:
Gary Benjamin for Council, 
2215 Delamere Dr., 
Cleveland Heights, Oh 44106

Paid for by the Gary A Benjamin for Council Committee, Melody Hart 
Treasurer; 2215 Delamere Dr., Cleveland Heights [Where else?]

And a word from our sponsor...Politics by Gary –
“I believe in Cleveland Heights and its future.  Cleveland Heights is 

an historic jewel in the ring of Cleveland’s suburbs.  It is time to pol-

ish that jewel with new ideas like green initiatives, bike paths, and a 

partnership with our schools to guarantee a college level education 

for our students.  When we work together  - we win!”

Evening Play-a-Day sessions for Kin-
dergarten families start at Roxboro and 
Oxford in October.
 Evening roundtable discussions, 
held at Boulevard, are open to all par-
ents in the district. 
Upcoming sessions include:
Wednesday, Oct. 14, Men’s Roundtable: 
“The Family Man,” led by Darnell Carter.
Wednesday, Nov. 11, Women’s Round-
table: “Talking with Kids about Difficult 
Issues,” led by Valerie Dowry-Houi.
 A full list of topics and dates can be 
found at www.heightsparentcenter.org.
 Join us. The Heights Parent Cen-
ter supports families so that parents 
are comfortable and confident in their 
role and their children are successful in 
school.

Louisa Oliver is the executive director of 
Heights Parent Center. 

kindergarten kickoff at noble Elementary School.

Cumberland Pool Swim Show is a splash

Jim Posch

Every summer, for at least the last 45 years, 
Cumberland pool in Cleveland Heights has 
hosted an annual water show. This year on 
Aug. 4, about 500 people enjoyed the evening 
show. 45 years ago, my wife was in the show, 
and for the last eight years my daughters and 
their friends have participated.
 Based on photographic records, the tra-
dition of a water show in Cleveland Heights 
dates back to 1944. At that time, the show 
featured elaborate sets and well-known movie 
stars. 
 Today, the show features divers and 
synchronized swimmers who participate in 
the Cleveland Heights summer recreation 
program. The program is open to all ranging 
in age from 5 to 16.
 it’s a great time, which is why it’s so 
well attended. The show is choreographed to 
music. Sets are designed by the lifeguards. 

 One of the most interesting things to wit-
ness is how well the kids get along. Besides 
the age diversity, these kids represent the wide 
range of diversity found in our neighborhoods. 
Most fascinating is how the older kids mind the 
younger ones—something i’ve observed as well 
in our public school playgrounds. For example, 
the show culminates with the entire cast in the 
water, in the dark, wearing glow sticks and mak-
ing shapes in the water—like a marching band. 
Cumberland is a huge pool, and deep! Most of 
the younger kids need some help, and the older 
kids are right there to hold them up. 
 So, another year has gone by. Cumberland 
is now closed for the season. Every few weeks 
while driving in the neighborhood, we’ll pull in 
the parking lot and gaze through the fence at the 
empty pool wishing it was summer—which it will 
be again, in less than a year!

Jim Posch is a 27-year resident of Cleveland Heights 
who serves in many other civic capacities.
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Members of the 2009 dive team at the Cumberland pool Swim Show.
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Fran
Mentch

New Leadership
for City Council

Paid for by the Fran Mentch
for City Council Campaign Committee

www.franmentch.com

Stop to smell the roses at Nela Florist
Kaitlin Bushinski

Walk through the front doors of Nela 
Florist on Noble Road and the scent 
of hundreds of flowers is an instant 
embrace. Surrounded by green plants 
and colorful arrangements, customers 
immediately know that all of their floral 
needs will be met in this sunlit shop.
 Stan Soble, the owner of Nela Flo-
rist for 28 years, carefully cultivates the 
inviting atmosphere in his shop. He said 
he loves the business and that it keeps 
him on his toes.
 “You never know what’s going to 
happen—an unexpected wedding or a 
sudden funeral—you never know what 
you’ll be dealing with. That’s the part of 
the business I love. It’s not routine,” he 

Stan Soble, the owner of nela Florist.

explained.
 Soble serves the neighborhoods of 
East Cleveland and Cleveland Heights, 
as well as the greater Cleveland area. 
“I do flowers on a regular basis for the 
Cleveland Indians. I’m also a main sup-
plier to six different funeral homes in 
the area,” he said.
 At the back of the store, Soble 
keeps fresh flowers—delivered daily 
from a wholesaler 15 minutes away—in 
a spacious refrigerated storage room 
brimming with every type of flower one 
can imagine.
 The staff, consisting of four floral 
designers, creates custom arrangements, 
but Nela Florist offers more than just 
flowers. 
 Soble said, “Look around our shop. 
You’ll see full service—a ton of plants, 
a ton of stuffed animals. We offer fruit 
baskets, balloons, religious statues. We 
try to cover everything a customer could 
possibly want.”
 Soble said that if the neighborhood 
has changed in the 28 years he’s been on 
Noble, it has changed for the better. He 
said he tries to do his part as president 
of the local business association, part of 
the Noble Nela Merchants Association. 
“I try to stay involved with the commu-
nity, I get to meet a lot of people.”
 Soble believes small businesses 
are the anchors of the community, and 
that everyone should try to contribute 
through civic engagement. With his 
ability to provide customers with ser-
vice and quality, custom work and his 
personal contributions to the life and 
viability of his business district, Soble’s 
philosophy extends beyond sound 

business practice into something more 
meaningful.
 “It’s important for people to be in-
volved in any type of civic organization. 
You can’t join all of them because you 
only have so much time, but you pick 
and choose the ones that mean a lot to 
you and you get involved with those. It 
helps you as an individual, and it helps 
you as a businessperson,” said Soble.
 Nela Florist is located at 2132 Noble 
Road Cleveland, OH 44112. For more 
information call 216-451-8333.

Kaitlin Bushinski is a recent graduate of 
Oberlin College and a summer intern for the 
Heights Observer.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

Call 513-3070 
www.heightsobserver.org
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CONCRETE 
Drive-Garage Slab 

$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE  

 

PAY LESS                             
For all construction needs 

Specialized Trades   Mostly AMISH      

$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE  

ROOFING 
Tear off –New 

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing 

Steps-Chimney 

SIDING 
Wood 

Vinyl/Aluminum 

BASEMENT 
Waterproofing 
Cracks-Peeling 

Specials: Labor+matl 
New Garage      f $9,900 
Furnace      f $1,395 
Window      f $  149 

CARPENTRY 
Windows-Door 
Cabinets-Trim 
Deck-Porches 

ALL REPAIRS 
Complete REHAB 
CITY Violations 
Tree Removal 

(440) 684-9211 
HGN CONSTRUCTION, llc 

Super Deluxe 
opens on Lee
Heights Observer Staff

Stylist Bethany McDaniel takes an ap-
pointment at the new Super Deluxe 
Salon, located in the former Salon DM 
on Lee Road. Hours are T-F 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 216-
320-9768. The upscale salon, co-owned 
by Fast Eddy’s and Crazy Mullets owner 
Ed Maddox and David Bruce, opened 
in late August and features murals by a 
local artist. The salon carries Aquage a 
locally produced hair care line.
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CUT celebrates five years
Stephanie Applegate

It was January 2007, and I had made a 
New Year’s resolution to “Keep it in the 
Heights.” To support the community 
I have loved since age six, I resolved 
to focus my purchasing power on the 
restaurants, shops and galleries of Cleve-
land Heights.
 It was an easy decision—especially 
on where to have my hair cut and 
colored. Passionate reviews from my 
Cleveland Heights friends led me to 
Laura Jensen Griffith and CUT Hair 
Studio on Lee Road. 
 Apparently, I’m not the only one 
keeping it in the Heights. On Aug. 18, 
Griffith and her styling team celebrated 
their fifth anniversary as one of Cleve-
land Heights’ popular destinations. 
Although CUT’s clients are numerous, 
Griffith prides herself on the studio’s 
small-town feeling. 
 “I want people to feel that they can 
come into our studio and just hang out. 
It’s not uncommon for a client to walk 
in and know at least one person, if not 
more,” says Griffith. CUT is a microcosm 
of Cleveland Heights itself: diverse, 
community-oriented and personable. 
 Citing the city’s warmth and beauty 
as reasons for moving here last October, 
stylist Shawn Paul claims, “A new guest 
might sit in my chair for an hour and 
then at my dinner table for three. Every 
client is truly a friend.” 
 Karen Davis echoes the sentiment: 
“I’ll cut someone’s hair and then wind up 

ED KELLEY
 TO CLEVELAND HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL

Re-Elect

I ask for your
support and 
your vote on
Election Day, 

Tuesday
November 3

US Congresswoman Marcia Fudge
State Senator Shir ley Smith
State Representative Barbara Boyd
County Commissioner Tim Hagan
County Commissioner Peter Lawson Jones
County Treasurer Jim Rokakis
Vice Mayor Phyl l is Evans 
Counci lwoman Nancy Dietr ich
Counci lman Ken Montlack
Counci lman Mark Tumeo

Counci lman Dennis Wilcox
Cuyahoga County Democratic Party
Cleveland Heights Democrats
Stonewall Democrats
Michael Ungar
Brendan Ring
Retired Mayor Alan Rapoport
Retired Vice Mayor Joanne O’Brien
Retired Counci lman Lenny Horowitz
School Board Member Eric Coble

School Board Member Nancy Peppler
David J. Lipins
Russel l Z. Baron
Bruck Hennes
Pat McCarthy
Dr. Judith Botwin
Dr. Seth Greenwald
Austin Dunn
Jeanne & Ken Diamond
Glenn Bil l ington

– ENDORSED BY –

Thoughtful decision making - a collaborative spirit -
a record of accomplishment that includes: 

• Continued high levels of city services and excellent safety forces;
• Leadership in innovative regional partnerships;
• Cooperation with schools, the arts community and local non-profits;
• Legislation in support of a diverse citizenry;
• Partnerships to revitalize our commercial districts;
• Additional programs to meet the increasing needs of senior citizens and our children;
• Initiatives to preserve our homes and keep our neighborhoods safe, vibrant, and liveable;
• Development of a new strategic plan which includes green initiatives;
• Programs to combat the foreclosure crisis. 

Tommy Fello
John Zagara
Bil l  & Alma Wilkinson

The Sun Press in 1993, 1997, 2001, 2005
Cleveland Heights Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 14

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A YARD SIGN 
CALL 216-315-4616 or e-mail 
edkelleyforcouncil@yahoo.com

KEEP GOOD GOVERNMENT IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS
Paid for by Kelley for Council Committee, Pat Kelley, Treasurer, 1421 Lynn Park Drive, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121

in their garden for two hours. We make 
that kind of connection here.”
 “I recently had a woman here who 
had just moved from San Jose, Califor-
nia,” recalls stylist Maria Petronzio. A 
client whose hair she had admired when 
they met shopping for groceries, had 
referred her.
 “She had such a great time here in the 
studio,” Petronzio added. “She even com-
mented how neighborly it was. Now she re-
ally feels like she’s part of a community.”
 Griffith has come a long way from 
that first day in 2004 when her mother 
was her only client. She spent that day 
outside, greeting residents and meeting 
her surrounding neighbors. Today, her 
studio houses an impressive art collec-
tion from local artists as well as a warm 
and vibrant community.
 “I really appreciate the people who 
have stayed in the Heights and who have 
helped make us successful,” Griffith says. 
“Our success is due to everyone: my 
husband, Todd, my family, my team, our 
clients, our neighbors and our friends.” 
 Contact CUT Hair Studio at 216-
932-1220, or visit them on the Web at 
www.cuthairstudio.com.

Stephanie Applegate is a lifelong resident of 
Cleveland Heights and the mother of two 
boys. She also serves on the board of Heights 
Community Congress.

goal of educating the public about the 
school board and helping them evaluate 
candidates running for school board seats. 
In the 2007 campaign, Your CH-UH 
Schools published candidate information 
based on interviews it conducted.
 This year, Your CH-UH Schools is 
improving how it distributes candidate 
information to the public.
•  Your CH-UH Schools has interviewed 

each of the candidates. These video 
interviews are available for the public’s 
review at www.yourchuhschools.com.

•  Your CH-UH Schools is cosponsoring 
a candidates’ night with the Heights 
PTA, on Monday, Oct. 12 at 7 p.m. in the 
Heights High Social Room. The event 
is free and open to the public. It will 
be moderated by former Beachwood 
Schools Superintendent Paul Williams.

 On Tuesday, Nov. 3, citizens will 
determine which of five candidates will 
fill three open seats. The candidates are 
incumbents Ron Register and Kal Zucker, 
and Karen Gorman-Jones, Sheronda Isler-
Hunter and Tori Weisberg-Smith.
 School board members serve a five-
year term. Besides regular public and 
committee meetings, and interaction 

with citizens, members must have knowl-
edge and understanding of school district 
financials, personnel management, col-
lective bargaining, community outreach 
and educational best practices. Members 
earn approximately $3,000 annually. 
More information on the responsibilities 
of a school board member can be found 
at www.yourchuhschools.com.
 Anyone can be a part of Your CH-
UH Schools. Visit the Web site for 
candidate information and learn how 
to get involved.

Jim Posch is a 27-year resident of Cleveland 
Heights. He’s a CH-UH Library board trustee, 
on the CH-UH Schools Lay Finance Commit-
tee, co-president of the Heights PTA Council 
and serves in many other civic capacities.

school board race continued from page 1

New postal regulations got you down? 
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Mail Service • Database Management • Office Administration

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep 
you on time and on budget.

Phone: 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

Call 216-513-3070 
or 216-320-1423

www.heightsobserver.org

Find more stories online
www.heightsobserver.org
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UniVERSiTy HEiGHTS MAyOR CAndidATE pROFiLES

Heights Observer first local election issue

FutureHeights, the nonprofit that 
publishes the Heights Observer, mailed 
a questionnaire to each candidate 
running for the local offices of Uni-
versity Heights Mayor, University 
Heights City Council, Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights School 
Board and Cleveland Heights City 
Council. The following eight pages 
contain the candidates’ answers to 
two questions, one from the Future-
Heights questionnaire and one from 
a questionnaire of the candidate’s 
choice. Candidates were limited to 
200 words and all photos were pro-
vided by the candidates.

Find out more online
Learn more about each of the candidates at 
www.heightsobserver.org. Find the candidates’ 
answers to all of the questions contained 
in the FutureHeights questionnaire, links to 
candidates’ Web sites and links to important 
information sources, such as the League of 
Women Voters CH-UH Voters Guide, video 
interviews from Step It Up Cleveland Heights 
and Your CHUH Schools, and more.

Attend community events:
Thursday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m. 
Candidates Night
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters 
and FutureHeights.
Cleveland Heights Community Center, 1 
Monticello Blvd., with University Heights City 
Council and mayoral races first, followed by 
CH-UH School Board, then Cleveland Heights 
City Council. 
Signers for the deaf will be provided by the 
Heights Library.
An MP3 Audio download will be available at 
www.chuh.net/lwv/vguide.

Thursday, Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m. 
Panel Discussion - University Heights Charter 
Amendment
Sponsored by John Carroll University.
D.J. Lombardo Student Center, Jardine Room 
at JCU. Free parking in Belvoir Rd. lot.

Thursday, Oct. 12, 7 p.m. 
School Board Candidates Night
Sponsored by Your CH-UH Schools and the 
Heights PTA. 
Heights High Social Room.

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7 p.m. 
University Heights Mayoral Debate
Sponsored by John Carroll University.
D.J. Lombardo Student Center, Jardine Room 
at JCU. Free parking in Belvoir Rd. lot.

Wednesday, Oct. 28, 7 p.m. 
University Heights City Council Town Hall 
Meeting
Sponsored by John Carroll University.
D.J. Lombardo Student Center, Jardine Room 
at JCU. Free parking in Belvoir Rd. lot.

Talk online with candidates
Sign onto the Heights Observatory Forum 
www.heightsobserver.org/deck/ and post 
your questions to candidates. FutureHeights 
has asked candidates to check the site and 
respond directly.

As a community newspaper staffed by vol-
unteers and committed to equal access for 
everyone, the Heights Observer is unique 
among publications in providing opportunity 
for any member of the Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights communities to raise and 
discuss issues of local interest. 

 The Heights Observer and its parent 
organization, FutureHeights, do not endorse 
candidates or issues.

Frank Consolo 
University Heights Mayor

describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the city.
I will initiate the process of preparing a vision/
development plan for the future of the City focus-
ing on green initiatives and sustainability. The 
process will include John Carroll University as a 
partner and I intend to reach out to neighbor cit-
ies and institutions for help in strategizing not only 
for the future of the City, but the Heights/Hillcrest 
region. I want to explore a vision and strategy 
that includes John Carroll, Notre Dame College, 
Ursuline College, CWRU, Tri-C and CSU and the 
possibility of developing an “Education Mart” 
with the focus on the rapidly emerging industry 
of green technologies and sustainability. 

do you support the proposed changes to 
the University Heights Charter as approved 
by University Heights City Council? please 
explain your position.
First of all, the City Council did not approve any 
changes to the Charter. The CRC recommenda-
tions, by ordinance, went on the ballot for the 
residents’ vote regardless of whether Council 
approved them or not.
 The CRC recommended 10 changes. Nine 
of the 10 recommended changes concern issues 
other than the establishment of an Administrator 
position and should be passed. They include a 
strengthening of the public meeting provision, 
which I proposed, as well as provisions recom-
mended by our Civil Service Commission and 
safety forces and a provision forever establishing 
periodic charter reviews.
 Whether the voters choose an Administrator 
or not, the Mayor will still be the Chief Executive 
Officer of the city. I am the candidate prepared, 
qualified and experienced to be such a leader.   
 The “hard decisions” - long term goals, 
planning and development, budget cuts, fore-
closed and vacant homes - still must be, and will 

be, made by the Mayor and Council, not an 
Administrator.  
 An Administrator will add professional 
advice in devising a plan for dealing with the 
hard decisions and will provide continuity in how 
the plan is implemented and carried out until the 
elected officials devise a new plan.

Susan Infeld 
University Heights Mayor
what are the best qualities of University 
Heights and what would you do to sustain 
them?
UH is a tremendous place to live with a wonder-
fully diverse and educated population, traditional 
and affordable beautiful homes, and a university 
in its midst. My plan is to nurture all of these 
assets, to draw upon them in order to make UH 
more desirable as a place to live, and to market 
this to the greater region. In order to do that  I 
would: tap into the intellectual and professional 
expertise of residents through citizen advisory 
committees; ensure that the building department 
is more helpful to residents, offering transparency 
in expectations and consistency in the applica-
tion of rules; bring the intellectual firepower of 
the University into the community and establish 
unique University programming for UH adult 
learners at a special rate; continue to seek out 
economic development opportunities to build 
the city’s tax base.

please give one concrete example of how 
you propose to address one of the follow-
ing real or perceived quality of life issues: 
crime, litter, vacant storefronts, disengaged 
youth, foreclosures/vacant houses, popula-
tion decline, public school performance, 
high taxes.
UH residents pay high taxes. It is imperative that 
the city government delivers additional services 
to residents at no additional cost. Residents need 
to see a return on the high taxes they pay. I want 
City Hall to be more accessible to residents, 
having late hours once or twice a week. This 
would accommodate residents who do not fit the 
current 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. hours, allowing them to 
do business at city hall at their convenience. The 
website must be completely interactive, allowing 
residents the ability to do business (including fee 
payment) with city hall online. The city can use 
its clout to negotiate volume discounts directly 

with contractors on typical home improvement 
projects like sidewalk block replacement. This 
will save residents time in getting estimates and 
will be a bigger discount than a homeowner 
could negotiate. I want to reinvigorate the citi-
zen advisory committees to engage residents in 
topics of interest, such as a “green committee” 
studying sustainability issues; output from these 
committees can be used to redesign or offer ad-
ditional services to residents. I want to implement 
programming with JCU whereby adult learners 
in UH get a discounted rate on classes that have 
openings.

Steven Bennett 
University Heights Mayor
what are the qualities of University Heights 
and what would you do to sustain them?
University Heights is both small town Americana 
and college town within a large city environment.  
Small town Americana is evident through the 
Memorial Day Parade or a quiet evening walk 
around the block. College town is evident by 
JCU campus architecture, the flurry of student 
activity within the interior campus green space 
and classrooms, the excitement on athletic 
fields.  As mayor, I will strive to sustain this qual-
ity environment through frugal management of 
city operations to include seeking collaboration 
with other cities when and where it makes sense 
to do so.  I will also strive to maintain an open 
ongoing relationship between residents and the 
University by establishing a citizen’s advisory 
committee to work with the Council’s University 
Affairs Committee.  As president of the Northeast 
Ohio City Council Association and a long time 
executive board member, I have the experience 
working with elected officials from all over Cuya-
hoga County and beyond. As a councilman I 
supported collaborations with other cities from a 
consolidated fire and squad dispatch to expan-
sion of City recreation program offerings through 
payment of the difference between non-resident 
fees and resident. I also actively worked on so-
lutions to neighborhood stability and University 
expansion needs successfully.

do you support the proposed changes to 
the University Heights Charter as approved 
by University Heights City Council?  please 
explain your position.
I do not support the proposed changes in the 
University Heights Charter. University Heights 
residents want a strong mayor responsible for 
the operation of the city who is directly account-
able to them. On the campaign trail, without 
any prompting, residents have made it known 
that they want a strong full time mayor. The pro-

posed Charter change removes responsibility for 
operation of the city from the mayor and gives 
it to a City Administrator. The City Administrator 
is not responsible to residents but to a majority 
on Council who collectively have the power to 
remove him/her from office. In essence then, 
he/she works for council, not the mayor.  This 
blurs the separation of executive and legislative 
responsibility and accountability and weakens 
the checks and balances between the two 
branches of city government. The proposed 
change also requires that the mayor handle 
resident questions and complaints but removes 
his/her power to act on them.  The mayor must 
go the City Administrator for an answer or solu-
tion and then pass it on to residents. The City 
Administrator, who makes operational decisions, 
is effectively insulated from direct accountability 
to residents and is thereby a contradiction to 
what residents want.

neighborhood:
University Heights
Has lived in University Heights for 25 
years.
web site:
www.bennettleads.com

neighborhood: 
Belvoir Blvd.

Has lived in University Heights  
for 19 years.

neighborhood: 
Fairmount Circle
Has lived in University Heights for 23 
years.

web site: 
http://infeldformayor.com
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Rick Adante 
University Heights City Council
do you support the proposed changes to the 
University Heights Charter as approved by 
University Heights City Council? 
I do not support the change to the charter which 
mandates the addition of a city administrator. The 
Charter Review Commission recommended man-
dating the city administrator position through the 
charter. That means that our city will be stuck with 
another level of government for a period of 7 to 
15 years whether the administrator is successful 
or fails. Our current council has the opportunity 
to hire an administrator through ordinance if that 
is what they feel necessary, but instead, they 
decided to use the process of charter review to 
push for a restructured government which gives 
the city council additional power and places a 
non-elected official who may not even live in 
the city in charge of day to day operations. The 
language of the charter specifically states that the 
elected mayor shall not have direct authority over 
administering the day to day affairs of the city. 
Bottom line, the administrator is not a proven form 
of government and we should not be mandated 
to employ an administrator. It should be done 
through ordinance if council feels it necessary 
to improve the city. Through ordinance, an ad-
ministrator could be added and deleted at any 
time for any period of time.

please give one concrete example of how 
you propose to address one of the real or 
perceived quality of life issues: crime, lit-
ter, vacant storefronts, disengaged youth, 
foreclosures / vacant houses, population 
decline, public school performance, high 
taxes.
Population decline is a direct result of a continued 
increase in taxation without a corresponding 
increase in services or value in a community or 
region. While there may be several additional 
causes of population decline in an area, when 
I look at University Heights, the city is depen-
dent on regional jobs and employment. When 

employment opportunities decline and finances 
get tighter, residents will question how far their 
tax dollars go, and what return they are getting. 
I would propose a freeze on any tax increases 
and offer tax incentives to new residents who 
stay in the community for a reasonable amount of 
time. As population starts to come back, we can 
evaluate the city’s budget and possibly reduce 
income and/or property tax to account for the 
increased tax base. I strongly feel however, that 
population loss will accelerate if you continue to 
levy tax on a dwindling population.

neighborhood: 
University Heights, North side West 
of Warrensville

Has lived in University Heights for a 
year and a half. 

web site:
www.rickadanteforcouncil.com

Phil Ertel 
University Heights City Council
please give one concrete example of how 
you propose to address one of the follow-
ing real or perceived quality of life issues: 
crime, litter, vacant storefronts, disengaged 
youth, foreclosures/vacant houses, popula-
tion decline, public school performance, 
high taxes.
I believe home foreclosures are a crisis that cur-
rent UH city council members are ignoring. This 
is an unprecedented crisis of historic proportions 
that is killing our neighborhoods. As a city, why 
aren’t we doing all we can to help families keep 
their homes? And once a house is vacant, to fill 
that home with another family as soon as possible 
- so that families don’t have empty houses next 
door to them, ruining lives and depreciating the 
quality and value of our neighborhoods. There 
are successful county and state programs in 
place that could be utilized, such as the “Save the 
Dream” statewide program. Last year it assisted 
more than 3,220 at-risk families, enabling them 
to keep their homes. And the Neighborhood 
Housing Services of Greater Cleveland organi-
zation offers $40,000.00 loans to individuals 
purchasing foreclosed homes. The loan is entirely 
forgiven if the purchaser lives in the home for 
ten years.

do you support the proposed changes to 
the University Heights Charter as approved 
by University Heights City Council? please 
explain your position. 
I do not support the charter amendments to re-
organize the city government, as approved by 
City Council. University Heights is a well run city. 
It is not broken. It does not need an overhaul. 
City Council’s time would be better spent work-
ing on more productive and less political issues. 
And I am against merging University Heights into 
Cleveland Heights.

Peter Bernardo 
University Heights City Council
How would you work together with John 
Carroll University to balance its needs with 
those of residents?
The community affairs committee is the first initia-
tive to provide a mutual sounding board for both 
the residents and the university. University growth 
is a necessity as it is with any business.  This growth 
will have to be absorbed within the city. But, it 
must be done in a way that provides for long term 
stability in the surrounding neighborhoods and 
the peace of mind of the neighbors. This require 
a well thought out and discussed plan with a time 
line that insures the neighbors that they indeed 
can raise their families as they planned without 
worrying about the value of their property or their 
premature exit from their homes.

do you support the proposed changes to 
the University Heights Charter as approved 
by University Heights City Council? please 
explain your position. 
I support nine of the ten recommendations and 
am on record as opposing one. I cannot support 
any recommendation which removes power from 
the mayor, turns over that power to a non elected 
official with no accountability to the electorate, 
and adds another layer of management and ex-
pense to the city. In my experience, I have never 
known that an additional layer of management 
made things more efficient. 

neighborhood: 
South Belvoir Blvd.

Has lived in University Heights for 
19 years.

web site: 
www.bernardoforcouncil.com

Frankie Goldberg 
University Heights City Council

describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the city?  
I have approached John Carroll University 
about providing a community “tuition break” 
for University Heights residents and their college 
age children. This would be mutually beneficial 
to both the City of University Heights and John 
Carroll and would be a good will gesture to 
the residents of this community. The community 
“tuition break” would address John Carroll’s 
challenge of maintaining a steady student 
enrollment every academic year and the City’s 
concerns with keeping and attracting residents 
for the “long haul.” The college graduates who 
would benefit from this “tuition break” might 
be more likely to stay in the City because they 
would become stakeholders in the community. 
The “tuition break” might also encourage people 
to move to UH and remain in the area. This idea 
could also help JCU with its campus housing 
crunch by potentially having UH students live at 
home. It would be a cost effective plan for UH 
families and provide their children with quality 
education. A community “tuition break” would 
strengthen the bonds between the City’s name-
sake and its residents.

what is your plan to develop the local 
economy?  
We need to be proactive and engage business 
owners within UH. Creating a local economic 
task force and/or a standing committee on 
council for Economic Development comprised 
of corporate executives, business owners, and 
John Carroll University professors/students from 
the Business School to increase our economic 
tax base and develop an economic master plan. 
Creation of a grant/capital development posi-
tion to find new sources of revenue. We need 
to initiate a marketing campaign to attract 
business’ and their clientele to this 1.9 square 
mile city as well as promoting city shopping by 

our own residents. We need to market and be 
proud of the local business’ not only in UH, but 
in the surrounding communities that add value 
and keep UH viable and attractive to residents. 
Collaborating with neighboring communities to 
maximize our purchasing power in order to save 
tax dollars and provide quality services should 
be our mission for the 21st century.

darren Carter, Charles perkel and nathaniel 
pope are also candidates for Univesity Heights 
City Council. Responses to questionnaires 
were not received by publication deadline.

neighborhood:  
Miramar Blvd., 17 houses from JCU.

Has lived in University Heights for 51 
years.

neighborhood: 
Churchill Blvd.

Has lived in University Heights for 
20 years.

web site:
frankie4uh.com
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Anita Kazarian
University Heights City Council
do you support the proposed changes to the 
University Heights Charter as approved by 
University Heights City Council? 
I am perplexed about Council’s support of this 
plan. A case for change has not been made to 
justify this change in our City’s form of govern-
ment. The adoption of this plan will result in a 
larger, bureaucratic and a more expensive gov-
ernment the taxpayers will have to support.
  This proposal will give the vice-mayor un-
heard of control of Council members. The City 
Administrator, earning $100,000+ a year, has 
no direct accountability to the electorate. This 
plan still keeps the existing mayor’s position and 
salary of $33,750 a year for a mayor who will 
no longer manage our City. I am disappointed 
this Council decided to hand pick ten of the 
eleven members of the Commission, prevent-
ing elected representatives of the voters from 
participating. Finally, Council repeatedly said 
an elected council member or mayor does not 
know how to run a city, and yet, this proposal 
allows a councilman or mayor to be appointed 
City Administrator if out of office only twelve 
months.
  I trust the wisdom of University Heights vot-
ers to elect a government accountable to them. 
I do not support this proposal.
 
describe one way that you think the city 
could realistically work cooperatively with 
other local governments to reduce costs 
and/or improve services.
University Heights can reduce costs and improve 
services if it approaches regionalization with a 
well- structured and documented long-term plan, 
not randomly as is now done.
  This will identify potential services that will 
benefit from regional cooperation, identify cost 
savings, then prospective partners. Public forums 
will ensure citizen collaboration and approval.
  The “business as usual” mentality is no 
longer a valid business model. University Heights 

streets need curbs and road paving, as do our 
neighboring cities. By collaborating with neigh-
boring cities, we can form a buying consortium. 
This consortium will ask for bids and award a 
contract from a strong purchasing power posi-
tion. Vendors will negotiate better contracts with 
us when the stakes are high. Vendors, cities and 
University Heights will all benefit from my recom-
mended process.

Susan Pardee
University Heights City Council
describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the city.
I envision a city that truly enhances the synergies 
that can come from our relationship with our name-
sake, John Carroll University. We have a wonderful 
asset in our midst. Unfortunately, relations with this 
asset have grown rocky over the years, with little 
success resolving City-University issues. It is time to 
close that chapter and start fresh. We must develop 
cooperative discussions and begin to resolve the 
problems that separate our communities. One 
example of such a process is described in Getting 
to Yes: Negotiating Agreement Without Giving In. 
It stresses separating emotional responses from the 
issues and focuses on shared interests rather than 
win/lose bargaining positions.
 Once we achieve this better working relation-
ship, our city should be known for the benefits it 
derives from our association with JCU. Just one such 
benefit could be allowing residents over a specific 
age (30? 40? 50?) to audit classes for a nominal 
sum. We would not take seats from existing students, 
but rather fill out a class where seats are available. 
University Heights can be known as a city of life-long 
learners. Residents will have a better understanding 
of, and identification with, our university; JCU students 
will benefit from diverse perspectives in class.

do you support the proposed changes to 
the University Heights Charter as approved 
by University Heights City Council? please 
explain your position.
As a Charter Review Commissioner, I voted to 
approve the charter amendments. The ten amend-
ments range from the straightforward, such as 
updating the Charter’s grammar, strengthening the 
Sunshine Law section and eliminating nepotism, 
to the complex -- creating the City Administrator 
position. This administrative employee, trained 
specifically in government, will oversee day-to-day 
operations while also applying specialized skills 
to broader goals, such as economic development 
initiatives and successful grant-writing. The Mayor 

will be free to lead long term planning, create 
strong partnerships that lead to program and ser-
vice sharing, develop other resources, and resolve 
long-simmering challenges such as the relationship 
with key asset John Carroll University.
 is our city too small for a professional 
trained in government? In the year 2000, 
according to IC/CMA, a professional was 
employed in 57% of cities with populations of 
10,000 or more. How can we afford this? At 
$80,000-$120,000, the Administrator will cost 
1% or less of our overall budget and the returns 
in service, quality and future development will 
offset this. But regardless of the result of the City 
Administrator ballot initiative, I look forward to 
working to move our city forward in the future.

neighborhood: 
Charney Rd. near Edgerton, around the cor-
ner from Fuchs Mizrachi (the old Northwood 
Elementary School).

Has lived in University Heights for 23 years.

web site:
www.voteforsuepardee.com

our main campus facility and minimal 
conversion cost for the training space. 
We needed classrooms and Coventry 
school was empty and available.”
 At the planning commission meet-
ing Sept. 30, University Hospitals 
proposed to use 12 classrooms six days 
a week, with three shifts from Jan. 1 to 
April 30, 2010; and a smaller number of 
classrooms thereafter until the Settle-
ment begins its lease.
 The commission did not approve 
third-shift use of the school, but otherwise 
ruled that the training use is substantially 
similar to school use, and that additional 
on-site parking would not be needed. Uni-
versity Hospitals plans to run a shuttle bus 
for employees from its University Circle 
campus, and is exploring using portions of 
the north side of the city-owned lot across 
Euclid Heights Boulevard.
 Some residents expressed concern 
over additional noise and traffic, espe-
cially at night. University Hospitals is 
considering adding a seventh day to its 
schedule, instead of using an overnight 

shift. “We are trying to be a good com-
munity neighbor,” said Dziedzicki.
 Coventry businesses owners Steve 
Presser, of Big Fun, and Tom Fello, of 
Tommy’s, expressed support for the proj-
ect, saying it will benefit local businesses. 
“I think it’s great,” said Presser, “Both the 
city and UH have done their due diligence 
and will maintain the neighborhood’s 
safety and serenity. We have an opportu-
nity to showcase our community to 11,000 
gainfully employed, mature adults who 
work nearby and may have never been to 
Coventry and Cleveland Heights – and 
they may decide they like it.”
 The school district will hold a com-
munity meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 13 
at the Coventry Elementary School, 2843 
Washington Blvd., to discuss its pre-
liminary agreement with The Cleveland 
Music School Settlement. 
 Speakers will include Superintendent 
Douglas Heuer and Music School Settle-
ment President Charles D. Lawrence 
and Director of Development Maureen 
Ischay.

Coventry continued from page 1

the second portion of the meeting the 
candidates divided into two mock city 
councils, each given 15 minutes to hold 
a brainstorming session about their 
assigned issue. The final 20 minutes 
were dedicated to questions from the 
audience. The format was designed to 
help the audience learn about the ideas, 
styles and expertise of the candidates.  
 Saroya Queen-Tabor, a meeting 
organizer, felt the format worked. “I’m 
comfortable that we were able to give 
residents a chance to hear the candi-
dates beyond their talking points and 

SteP it uP continued from page 1

it provided some insight into how they 
might interact.”
 After the program Lentz was enthu-
siastic about the quality of the evening. 
“It was so positive. It’s a refreshing 
antidote to the partisanship we see in 
other parts of the public discourse.”
 A video of the forum and of the 
interviews with all 10 candidates is avail-
able on the Heights Observer Web site: 
www.heightsobserver.org.

Susie Kaeser is a community volunteer and 
advocate for public education, and is a mem-
ber of the Step It Up steering committee.

Phil Robinson 
University Heights City Council 

who are the community stakeholders in Uni-
versity Heights? what ideas do you have for 
how these stakeholders can work together 
toward common goals?
The main stakeholders in University Heights are 
first and foremost residents. John Carroll University 
and the local business community are also key 
components. A successful future requires that all 
parts of the community are able to communicate 
effectively with each other to the benefit and 
prosperity of all. 
 To this end, I have proposed a “good 
neighbor” growth partnership between the city 
and John Carroll University in order to foster an 
open dialogue between residents, the city and the 
university. 
 I have also proposed working with civic and 
local business leaders to create a public-private 
partnership to identify and attract new businesses 
to existing spaces as well as to encourage invest-
ing in new mixed-use development throughout the 
city. I want to create an economic development 
plan that brings a sense of order, cohesion and 
place to the city—and one that provides benefits 
for all the community stakeholders. 
 Finally, I believe that good communication 
is the heart of an effective government.  And 
communication is central to the role that the city 
government must play in facilitating these relation-
ships between the stakeholders, bringing them 
to the table, and developing solutions that fit the 
needs of all.

do you support the proposed changes to 
the University Heights Charter as approved 
by University Heights City Council? please 
explain your answer.
While I value the commission’s efforts, I do not sup-
port their recommendation to change our form of 
government. The proposed city administrator adds 

an additional salary to our tight budget and inter-
rupts our city’s chain of command.  I believe that a 
qualified full-time mayor would be accountable to 
voters and capable of leading our city.
 Our city faces many challenges, and I am 
concerned that changing the form of government 
will hinder our efforts to confront them. However, 
this November, residents will determine the future 
of our city. I am ready to work in whatever form 
of government the residents choose.
 Overall, the reason I am running for city 
council in University Heights is to bring people 
together to make our city the first place young 
professionals and their families call home.

neighborhood: 
Traymore Road, between Claridge Oval 
and Meadowbrook.
 
Has lived in University Heights for a little 
over two years.
 
web site: 
http://votephilrobinson.com

neighborhood: 
University Heights 

Has lived in University Heights for 
27 years.

web site:
www.kazarianforcouncil.com
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Karen Gorman-Jones 
CH-UH Board of Education 

from the Your ch-Uh schools 
questionnaire:
My vision for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School District is reflected in my cam-
paign slogan to ‘Restore the Roar.’ As a gradu-
ate, former employee and now a parent in the 
district, I have experienced the district’s past, 
present and I now want to be apart of its future. 
A vision where the community again believes 
in its schools and parents want their children to 
attend. A vision where no matter where student 
starts we have the necessary resources and 
services to help them be successful. A vision 
where all students who attend school in the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights School 
District feel as though this is where they belong, 
and where they can succeed.  My vision includes 
a district where teachers and students feel safe, 
supported and enjoy coming to school or work. 
A district where parents feel they are apart of 
the solution and not the problem, and if they 
need to call on us, they can. My vision includes 
extracurricular programs that are thriving and 
are a source of our restoration. I believe 2010 
is the beginning of a new birth for our schools 
and with great anticipation and optimism I hope 
to be apart of it. 

What would you tell a current resident of 
cleveland heights or University heights 
who was thinking of leaving town because 
of “the schools”? 
The question is not what I would tell a current 
resident that was thinking of leaving, but “what” 
have I told residents that were thinking of leav-
ing. My philosophy is that the education of 
your children begins at home. If parents have 
given their children a solid foundation and the 
children know their parents expectations then 

children can attend any school, anywhere. I 
consistently let residents know that if a student 
attends Heights schools for an education, they 
will receive an education. If a student attends 
Heights schools to be involved in nonsense, they 
will find that too. It is all about choices and if stu-
dents are taught how to make good choices then 
parents have no need to second guess Heights 
schools.  The cream always rises to the top! Not 
only will their children get a good education, but 
they will be a part of a microcosm of the world 
that they will one day live in and have to make 
good choices to survive. They will already be 
one step ahead of the game.

Sheronda Isler-Hunter 
CH-UH Board of Education 

Who are the community stakeholders in 
cleveland heights and University heights?  
What ideas do you have for how these 
stakeholders can work together toward 
common goals?

Stakeholders are: Parents-Community Organiza-
tions, Churches and Synagogues, Home and 
Business Owners and Local Papers.
 One of my skills is in creating bridges 
between people with enthusiasm and I think 
we need training and facilitating around some 
cultural diversity and socio-economics. We need 
this because we have to face the fact that our 
community is changing and we must meet the 
needs to keep our schools strong so our com-
munities stay strong. I desire to develop CH-UH 
Round Table. In addition, we would schedule 
some retreats where committed stakeholders 
would lay the issues on the table and began 
to discuss and develop some strategic plans to 
benefit both communities. Create a new conver-
sation with surrounding business owners to cre-
ate jobs, vocational training through innovative 
partnerships for our young people. We invite 
community partners through encouragement, 
engagement and increased communication of 
what’s working well in both districts.    

if elected, how would you encourage 
citizens, parents to participate in decision 
making?
I believe the best way to reach other parents 
is by example and letting them know that we 
value their feelings and concerns. I am currently 
polling parents about their concerns and they 
are shocked to know that I’m interested in how 
they feel about the schools. So many are eager 
to get involved and some are also reluctant. The 

PCC was successful because we asked parents- 
What do you want to see happen? I also tell 
them that these are their schools and they have 
a voice – me!  One of my attributes is learning 
through empowerment. I want to continue to the 
work at Wiley who is in academic emergency 
and encourage parents to create opportunity for 
themselves, by taking their involvement far with 
positivity and purpose. That’s what I love most 
about my district and community, opportunities 
exist for connecting myself at any level my pas-
sion, time and sacrifice will take me. I want them 
to truly believe that we have to put Our Children 
first, that Our Community will be United and we 
have to prove Our Commitment to Inclusion. I 
believe if we approach them with possibility, we 
would be off to a great start. 

neighborhood: 
University Heights

Has lived in the Heights for 19 years.

Web site: http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=128408751293

neighborhood: 
Lee Road area

Has lived in the Heights for 15 years.

Web site: 
http://electislerhunter.ning.com

Ronald Register
CH-UH Board of Education
please give one concrete example of how you 
propose to address one of the following real 
or perceived issues: disruptive student behav-
ior, vandalism and litter by students, student 
engagement with the community, negative 
perception of the public schools, enrollment 
decline, public school performance on state 
tests, condition of school facilities, the high 
cost of educating students.
I feel that disruptive student behavior is a major 
concern. To address this issue we must be will-
ing to hold students (and parents) accountable 
for their actions. This means establishing clear 
standards and sharing those with students and 
parents (and maybe through a written contract). I 
would use professional development opportunities 
to enhance the abilities of staff to make sure that 
they understand the challenges in upholding their 
responsibility for decreasing disruptive behavior. 
I would like for the community to buy-in and be 
willing to speak up where inappropriate behav-
ior is witness, In order to make this effective, an 
organization like Heights Community Congress 
could work with the district and community to train 
the community on expectations and their role in 
changing disruptive behavior.

neighborhood: 
Forest Hill neighborhood in the Boulevard 
School area.

Has lived in the Heights for 15 years.

Tori Weisberg - Smith
CH-UH Board of Education
What is your plan to improve the district’s 
state test scores?
Look at the situation academically and target 
specifically those areas which are our borderline 
and weak areas. We must provide targeted sup-
ports and help for these areas as they did under 
Deb DeLisle when test scores were raised.  In 
addition, we must assess psycho-social factors 
contributing to performance and learning.  What 
current brain research tells us is that children 
cannot learn when their brains are under stress.  
We must consider District practices, policies and 
programming as to their impact on the learning 
environment. We must consider our population 
in poverty and transience and the chronic stres-
sors living with these conditions produces. We 
must create an environment which focuses the 
student on learning in a way that supports posi-
tive behavior, supports teachers in their job, and 
reduces the layers of stress in all lives.  We must 
consider the stress on teachers created by “No 
Child Left Behind” and the many testing measures 
we must now meet. Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
speaks to this idea as well in that basic physical 
and emotional needs must be met before one can 
engage in higher order skills. We must consider 
all factors affecting learning when designing our 
21st Century educational system. 

please give one concrete example of how 
you propose to address one of the following 
real or perceived issues: disruptive student 
behavior, vandalism and litter by students, 
student engagement with the community, 
negative perception of the public schools, en-
rollment decline, public school performance 
on state tests, condition of school facilities, 
the high cost of educating students.
Discipline. Shift the paradigm under which we 
operate…from zero tolerance to instruction, from 
fear to hope. The message sent through current 
disciplinary practice is that the children, not their 
behavior, are the problem. If you remove the 
child, i.e. from recess, from the class to the hall, 

suspension, the problem will disappear. This is 
a horrifying message to send our future citizens.  
You are not good enough to be here unless you 
do as I say.  We need to be very careful with the 
modes of discipline we choose and the messages 
they imply and consider the collective histories of 
our demographic population. Instead, the District 
should adopt a model of instruction for appropri-
ate classroom and community behavior. In the 
same way we would assess deficits in reading 
or math, we would assess deficits in behavior. 
Behavior is the only area where the system’s 
design creates policy and practice which make 
children completely responsible for mastery 
without ever teaching them the skills. We would 
not assume children could teach themselves math 
or reading.  If they struggled in those areas, we 
would not take away recess or subject them to 
public humiliation. Yet, regarding behavior, this 
is how our system operates.

neighborhood: 
Fairfax Elementary near the main library

Has lived in the Heights for 15 years.

derailed diners continued from page 1  

that location and two successes: ours.”
 There’s no celebrity chef. “We 
aren’t chef-driven,” Gatta said. “We 
serve familiar food, and we’re tuned 
in to food waste, food quality, and our 
vendors—which is all part of a success-
ful restaurant.”
 Steve Presser, owner of Big Fun, 
built the diner complex on an empty 
car lot. It opened in late 2004, but op-
erated for only a year as Dottie’s Diner 
and Sweet City Diner, laboring under 

the debt-service on the purchase and 
relocation of the diners, as well as the 
construction.
 After the Tsilianidis’ stint, it reopened 
as Gali Gali Diner, a kosher restaurant 
that lasted only a few months. The facil-
ity has been vacant for nearly two years. 
Mart’s budget for the opening is $150,000, 
although he quickly added with a laugh, 
“I’ve never once made a budget.”

Bob Rosenbaum is a Cleveland Heights 
resident.
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WE HAVE CREATED A WHOLE 
NEW COLLECTION OF FRAMES 

JUST FOR YOU.  

COME IN AND SEE OUR 
GORGEOUS HANDMADE FRAMES. 

 WE’RE USING LOCALLY 
HARVESTED WOODS, LOW VOC 
FINISHES AND EVEN A HOME-

GROWN WOODWORKER.

WOODTRADERFRAMING.COM

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES

NEWHOURS

SAVE $20 ON FRAMING
OVER $100

FINE FRAMING

 Winter is around the corner  
let 

HOLLIS AUTOMOTIVE 
prepare your car for cold weather driving 

 

2857 Noble Road, Cleveland Heights 
(216) 472-6443 

 

Check Out Our Tire Prices for Winter Driving  
Complete Mechanical Repairs (including Hybrids) 

 

Present this ad for a  
$19.95 oil change and lubrication* 

  *Not applicable to Hybrids or vehicles requiring Synthetic Motor Oil  
* Not applicable with any other discount  

 

Please call for an appointment Expires November 3, 2009 

Kalman Zucker 
CH-UH Board of Education 

describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the district.
As the Board representative of the district team 
which created the current CH-UH district vision 
of PASSAGE, Preparing All Students For Success 
in A Global Economy, I feel our vision is an in-
novative idea which transforms our District in a 
number of ways. First of all, it focuses on the suc-
cess of every student – far more than just words, 
the action plan that supports this vision links 
program and outcome assessment to this basic 
goal. Next, it transforms the basic culture of the 
District, by refocusing every staff member at 
every level of the organization on defining their 
work in terms of how they will positively influence 
children’s lives each day. And this focus expands 
beyond the staff to Board members, families, 
and the community at large – we are all part of 
the solution. One innovative example of profes-
sional development supporting this vision is the 
addition of the” instructional rounds model,” an 
analog to medical rounds in which diverse teams 
(comprised of teachers, administrators, support 
staff, business department personnel) of district 
employees travel between classrooms or work 
areas to observe and discuss best practices and 
problems of practice and how to deliver high 
quality instruction.

if you are the incumbent, what was your 
biggest accomplishment during your most 
recent term?
It is important to understand the role of a school 
board member. As one of five members where 
decisions require a majority, my decisions repre-
sent at most a third of the outcome. That means 
my opinions are important, but I share my ac-
complishments with my colleagues. My goal and 
biggest accomplishment both as member and 
President of the Board is to bring an attitude and 

leadership style which inspire trust, confidence, 
team spirit and comaraderie, even in times of 
disagreement. I try to model the 21st century 
skills we expect from our staff and students: 
critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, 
and cooperation. I approach decisions with an 
open mind, always “doing my homework” by 
thoroughly researching the issues, while vetting 
my decisions based on our core value:  we 
must provide all students with the tools they 
need to succeed. I show my colleagues and 
the community respect, accessibility, and value 
their opinions. In this way, I feel I have brought 
a welcoming civility to our proceedings, and an 
environment which fosters consensus building. 
Through this attitude, our Board has accom-
plished a great deal, including hiring our new 
Superintendent and offering an operating levy 
at the lowest millage in 20 years.

neighborhood: 
the Noble neighborhood of Cleveland 
Heights, specifically in the Inglewood 
Historic District.

Has lived in the Heights for 20 years.

Joanne Campbell and Diane Mogren

Volunteers are needed to spruce up the 
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park, located at 
the intersection of Euclid Heights Bou-
levard and Coventry Road, on Saturday, 
Oct. 10 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Each spring and fall Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. organizes a day to clean 
the grounds and repair the playground 
equipment at the park. The nonprofit 
organization stands for People Enhanc-
ing a Child’s (now a Community’s) Envi-
ronment and evolved from a Coventry 
Elementary School PTA group charged 
with rebuilding the Coventry School 
playground in 1991.
 The group raised the funds to build 
the playground and organized hundreds 
of parents, teachers and neighbors to 
construct it in 1993. They have con-
tinued to enhance the school grounds 
over the years, including subsidizing the 
playing field and building the P.E.A.C.E. 
Park in 2001. The P.E.A.C.E. Arch, in-
stalled in 2001, was Heights Arts' first 

public art project.
 “The park is a jewel of Cleveland 
Heights,” said Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
President Erick Kauffman. “With help 
it will continue to be for a long time.”
 Tools, gloves, lunch and guidance 
are provided. RSVPs not required. 
Come for an hour or the whole day. 
For more information, e-mail jcc32@
roadrunner.com or call 216-371-4332.

Joanne Campbell has been a Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. garden and playground par-
ticipant for over 13 years. Diane Mogren is a 
supporter and a former Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
playground president.

cleanup at coventry p.e.a.c.e. 
park on saturday, oct. 10

Locations: 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

Mayfield and Monticello 
M/T/W/Th 6:30pm or Sat. 8:45am 

 

So. Euclid Methodist Church 
1534 So. Green Rd. 

M/W/Th 9:30am  
(childcare available) 

 

Call Mary Beth (440) 542-0246 or go to jazzercise.com 
(use zip code 44118 or 44121 when locating class information) 

Find Your Beat Push Your Body 
$50 For The Rest Of 2009! 

with January 2010 EFT sign-up  
plus NO JOINING FEE if you register by Oct. 15 

(expires Oct. 31) 

The Board of Education of the Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District (the “District”) is seeking Letters of Interest from entities 
interested in the lease of the former Millikin Elementary School Property 
located at 1700 Crest Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121, in Eastern 
Cuyahoga County (the “Property”). Entities interested in leasing the Property 
may obtain from the District at the address set forth below its Request for 
Letters of Interest detailing the procedures for submitting a Letter of Interest. 
Letters of Interest should be submitted to the District at the address set forth 
below not later than 12:00 noon Eastern Standard Time on Friday, October 16, 
2009. Letters of Interest received after this date and time will not be accepted.

The District does not currently intend to consider proposals for the sale of 
the Property, it being understood that the District is required by law to follow 
certain procedures for the sale of District property. Entities submitting a Letter 
of Interest, however, are requested to indicate their interest in and willingness 
to purchase the Property at a later date.

REQUESTS FOR LETTERS OF INTEREST  
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM, AND LETTERS OF  

INTEREST SHOULD BE DELIVERED TO: 
Stephen A. Shergalis, Director of Business Services 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights City School District 
2155 Miramar Boulevard, University Heights, OH  44118 

Every Student, 
Every Day.

Some Success, 
Some Way.

The District will select the entity proposing a re-use of the Property the District deems to be in the District’s 
best interest and in accordance with the procedures set forth in the Requests for Letters of Interest.

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT

hiring ad_072208.indd   1 9/9/09   1:42:35 PM

Young volunteers take a break from raking at the 
coventry p.e.a.c.e. park cleanup.
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Gary Benjamin
Cleveland Heights City Council

describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the city.
See www.garyabenjamin.net for several. My 
favorite is the Kalamazoo Promise. I believe it 
would revitalize Cleveland Heights, University 
Heights and the CH-UH School system. It would 
also force these entities to work together. The 
basic idea is to provide funding so that every 
student who graduates from CH-UH HS has col-
lege tuition for all 4 years guaranteed. The cost 
in Kalamazoo is borne by private donors. Similar 
plans are in existence in Pittsburgh and Denver 
and this coming summer there will be a confer-
ence regarding the “Promise” in Kalamazoo. For 
about $100 to $200 a person we could fund 
it here. When tuition is guaranteed people with 
children want to move in and have their kids 
attend our schools. When their kids attend our 
schools those parents will work hard to insure 
that their child gets a good education in a safe 
environment. With people moving in property 
values should stabilize and rise. This year, for 
the first time in decades, Kalamazoo enjoyed a 
population gain because of the “Promise.” No 
other city in Michigan, which is in worse eco-
nomic shape than NE Ohio, gained population. 
In fact – all the other cities lost population.

What is your plan to develop the local 
economy?
We need to provide some incentives for small, 
home based businesses – attorneys, accountants, 
architects, etc – to move in. Other goals are:

Goal 1:  Fix all potholes right now and commit 
to repairing any pothole within 1 week of its 
being reported. Rationale: Potholes make our 
city look bad and drive potential investors and 
home buyers away.

Goal 2: Do an energy audit for every City 
owned structure and have each of them LEED 
certified.

Goal 3: Establish a program of energy audits 
and support for energy conservation for housing 
in Cleveland Heights.

Goal 4: Start to seriously consider, and build, the 
bike trails proposed by EcoCity 6 years ago!

Goal 5: Do a strategic plan regarding city 
income sources and services to reorganize City 
government and put it on a long term sustainable 
basis. Rationale: Without a plan we will be reac-
tive and simply laying staff off, when we may not 
need to, or trying to raise taxes, which is another 
disincentive to people to live here.

Bonnie Caplan
Cleveland Heights City Council

please give one concrete example of how 
you propose to address one of the follow-
ing real or perceived quality of life issues: 
crime, litter, vacant storefronts, disengaged 
youth, foreclosures/vacant houses, popula-
tion decline, public school performance, 
high taxes.
City Council has been working diligently with a 
range of tools on the issue of foreclosures/va-
cant houses. For example:  we have purchased, 
for $1 each, 28 homes from HUD and are 
demolishing some and having non-profit organi-
zations, like HRRC, buy some from us, renovate 
them and then sell them to homeowners. As 
another example:  we have purchased several 
two-family homes on E. Derbyshire and have 
renovated them into individual condos and are 
selling them to new homeowners. E. Derbyshire 
also received new street paving, new lighting, 
and  new landscaping for 22 homes. We are 
successfully encouraging other landlords to 
join us in this endeavor so we can create a new 
environment on that street.
 We have developed a range of programs 
to financially help home owners and landlords 
to upgrade and maintain their properties; these 
are both grants and loans.
 We have developed legislation that makes 
landlords more responsible for their properties 
and tenants, with bigger financial repercussions 
if they do not behave responsibly.
 I am a strong advocate for continuing the 
programs we developed and working on new 
creative programs.

from step it Up’s interview questions:
I am proud of my work on City Council to keep 
Cleveland Heights a healthy, viable, financially 
strong inner ring suburb. We are a model for 
cities around the country in the areas of diver-

sity, social justice, citizen involvement, the arts, 
walkability, safety, and financial stability. We 
have been creative in supporting development 
and responsible in financial planning. This 
economic recession has created complicated 
challenges related to foreclosures and resultant 
reduced income.
 I have worked with integrity, fairness, vi-
sion, energy, responsiveness, commitment and 
openness in representing our residents to keep 
Cleveland Heights as more than just a place to 
live. It is, in the bigger sense, our home. We feel 
secure, comfortable, and proud to live here. I 
would like to continue my work in meeting the 
challenges, developing new strategies, and 
sustaining a vibrant and vital Cleveland Heights 
into the future.

Mary Dunbar
Cleveland Heights City Council

if elected, how would you encourage citi-
zens to participate in decision making?
To encourage citizens to participate in decision 
making, I would first of all want to be sure that 
citizens who put forth ideas feel that their sugges-
tions are considered seriously and implemented 
by the city, or they are empowered to implement 
the idea, if either is appropriate.  People in 
Cleveland Heights have lots of good ideas but 
getting things done requires a responsive gov-
ernment.  Permission or encouragement should 
to be forthcoming for good ideas.  Otherwise, 
there should be a discussion of the idea and 
perhaps of ways to improve it, if it is doesn’t 
make sense for some reason.
 I would like to explore the feasibility of 
having a Cleveland Heights financial and 
environmental sustainability summit, similar to 
what Mayor Frank Jackson had in Cleveland.  
If carefully planned and executed, this would 
generate lots of ideas from concerned citizens 
and result in action plans to generate momentum 
toward becoming the excellent community we 
all want.

from the league of Women voters  
questionnaire:
The three most important things city government 
must address are a lack of a vision, strategic 
action plans to achieve the vision, and a commit-
ment to implement the plans.  First and foremost, 
we must improve our financial sustainability, 
housing and other buildings, and schools per-
formance. A vision and planning will guide 
spending priorities, allocation of resources and 
measurement of progress.  
 We have amazing assets in this community 
to build on. Through regional collaboration, we 

can maintain government services for lower cost.  
We can attract new residents and high-potential 
businesses through planning and effective mar-
keting of our city and schools.

Edward Kelley
Cleveland Heights City Council

if elected, how would you encourage citi-
zens to participate in decision making?
I will continue to encourage our residents to ex-
press their thoughts and ideas about what is best 
for our community. Cleveland Heights is the most 
vocal active and progressive City in the area 
with  a strong  tradition of involvement. We are 
where we are today because citizens decided 
to fight for integration, to support the domestic 
partner registry, to prioritize  the importance of 
good recreation and to make our community a 
true Home to the Arts. I would continue to listen 
to the viewpoints of our residents at Council 
meetings , via email or phone. .I would also 
encourage residents to apply to be on a City 
Board or Commission; to find a non profit that 
reflects  their  interests and get on the Board; 
to organize their neighborhood and present 
their ideas to Council. Decision making in our 
community comes from many different areas; 
ultimately decisions are a reflection of the voice 
of the community.

What are the best qualities of cleveland 
heights and what would you do to sustain 
them?
The best qualities of the City of Cleveland 
Heights are our diversity , the quality of our 
housing and the neighborhoods. To sustain 
diversity our City needs to continue to reinforce 
within our City and to the general area that we 
are proud to be diverse Our diversity is  not just 
racial but in the many different religions , the 
socioeconomic backgrounds of our residents 
and our support of different lifestyles. 
 To sustain the quality of our housing we must 
continue aggressive code enforcement - system-
atic and point of sale. We must also continue 
to offer loan programs for maintenance and to 

continue to seek out funding sources that support 
our historic properties. To sustain our neighbor-
hoods we must celebrate all that they have to 
offer by assisting with street meetings, block 
parties and responding to concerns quickly. In 
particular, the ongoing priority of infrastructure 
maintenance must be a consideration.
 

neighborhood:  Cedar-Fairmount

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for four 
years.

Web site: 
 www.garyabenjamin.net

neighborhood:  
Noble School, north of Mayfield.

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for 40 
years.

Web site:  www.caplanforcouncil.com

neighborhood:  Fairfax

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for 39 
years.

Web site: 
www.marydunbar.com

neighborhood: 
Boulevard/Forest Hill

Has lived in Cleveland Heights all his 
life (52 years).
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Fran Mentch 
Cleveland Heights City Council

What is your plan to develop the local 
economy?
Improving the Cleveland Heights economy 
depends entirely on keeping and attracting the 
best and brightest citizens. Cleveland Heights 
must have the reputation as the premier Arts and 
Culture Community, providing the best quality 
of life for its residents. We must improve our 
schools, decrease crime, implement policies that 
encourage entrepreneurship, support local arts, 
improve neighborhood and retail area aesthet-
ics, implement an historic preservation code, 
reinvigorate Cain Park, improving recreation 
facilities, re-open the Denison and Cain Park 
pools. And, all of this requires new, creative 
leadership more interested in progress than in 
protecting turf or personal interests.
 The housing sector seems to be improv-
ing, but our retail areas have too many empty 
storefronts, marginal businesses and a poor ap-
pearance. The retail sector needs a great deal of 
attention and will require cooperative planning 
with other communities. On a positive note, the 
Planning Commission is currently engaging in a 
strategic planning process. However this is the 
first time they have done so in sixteen years.
 This lack of planning is reason alone to vote 
out the incumbents.

how would you work together with the 
ch-Uh city school district to address the 
issue you identified above? please restate 
the issue you are addressing.
Crime. The US Department of Justice has a 
program called G.R.E.A.T. (Gang Resistance 
Education And Training). Their website describes 
it as: “a school-based, law enforcement officer-
instructed classroom curriculum. The program’s 
primary objective is prevention and is intended 
as an immunization against delinquency, youth 
violence, and gang membership.”

 The Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Author-
ity Police can train our Cleveland Heights police 
officers in this program; the only cost would be 
“release time” for the training. I presented to 
council about this program and the city manager 
and almost all council members denied that there 
was a need for this type of prevention program. 
There was no follow-up. Have you read the paper 
lately? Sadly, I turned out to be correct…there is 
a need for this kind of program.
 There are many programs we could use as 
a model for the Cleveland Heights police and 
the CH-UH school security officers partnering to 
prevent delinquency.
 Currently there are no programs in the CH-
UH schools that involve the Cleveland Heights 
police and school security. But there could be. 
If I am elected there will be.
 We need to prevent children from becoming 
delinquent. Delinquency only leads to misery for 
them, their families and our community.

Toby Rittner
Cleveland Heights City Council

describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the city.
Cleveland Heights is ready for a major trans-
formation over the next decade and I have 
outlined several innovative ideas that will drive 
this change. Cleveland Heights’ unique posi-
tion in northeast Ohio provides for unmatched 
opportunity for green-principled development, 
sustainable investment and a major investment 
in renewable energy. Under my leadership, 
I will launch the Cleveland Heights Green 
City Initiative to make our community the most 
energy-efficient, sustainable, green-driven com-
munity in Ohio by 2015. This includes working 
towards the goal of converting all city owned 
facilities to renewable, off the grid, energy 
sources. By achieving these goals, Cleveland 
Heights can position itself as a competitive, 
energy-efficient, sustainable community for eco-
nomic development, real estate and community 
growth. My Green City Initiative also includes 
establishing Green Building Codes, developing 
a Homeowner Energy Reduction Loan Program, 
implementing a Rain Barrel & Water Conserva-
tion Program, revamping our Recycling Program 
and partnering with our universities to build a 
Green Business Incubator.

What are the best qualities of cleveland 
heights and what would you do to sustain 
them?
Cleveland Heights is the best-positioned and 
most urban and diverse suburb of Cleveland 
with a healthy mix of low, middle and upper 
class incomes. Our community possesses some 
of the most educated citizens from the industries 
driving our economy. We have the most historic 
and architecturally significant housing with tree 
lined streets and beautiful parks. CH has relied 
on this reputation for too long and we have 
not taken the necessary actions to maintain 

our standing as a premier community. Today 
we face many challenges including a housing 
foreclosure crisis, high taxes but dwindling tax 
base, diminished services, population loss, 
vacant and abandoned commercial districts, 
crumbling infrastructure, public school problems 
and little regional cooperation. I am running for 
city council to put an end to our old stereotype 
of outdated city government and to establish 
a comprehensive plan and economic strategy 
that will encourage innovation, sustainability 
and growth. Our local government should act 
as a catalyst for capitalizing on our strengths 
and opportunities. I have developed a vision 
that best reflects where our government needs 
to improve and focuses on initiatives that will 
position our community as the premier choice 
for business and residential growth over the 
next decade.

Jason Stein
Cleveland Heights City Council

describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the city.
I will reach out to our neighboring municipalities 
of South Euclid, Shaker Heights and University 
Heights to share city services, collaborate fis-
cally, attract businesses and initiate joint arts and 
recreational opportunities. Regional coopera-
tion has been successful in the suburbs of Pitts-
burgh, Minneapolis, Baltimore and Indianapolis 
among others.  
 For the past 50 years or more, our city 
government has successfully provided all of 
city’s needs by the income tax collected from our 
residents. That is the past. Over a year ago, the 
city tried to raise the income tax rate and failed 
at the ballot by a large margin.
 Regional cooperation is a better and more 
efficient way to provide our city services.
 The future is going to be more efficient. Ev-
erything in our world is moving towards greater 
efficiency, whether that is cars with better gas mile-
age, faster internet speeds, self-check out at the 
grocery store or other ideas still in the works.  
 I want to lay the foundation for a more ef-
ficient and sustainable future.
 Regional cooperation will have an immedi-
ate and positive effect for Cleveland Heights. 
Our city will become more efficient, be able to 
continue supplying excellent services, save the 
taxpayers money and expand our tax base. 

What are the best qualities of cleveland 
heights and what would you do to sustain 
them?
 I love Cleveland Heights. I attended Bou-
levard, Wiley and graduated Heights in 1995. 
My wife and I are raising our children here 
because of the diversity and unique atmosphere 
that makes this city great.
 Cleveland Heights has it all; great neigh-
bors, a short walk to fabulous parks and com-
mercial districts, our world-class arts events, 

beautiful homes and good schools.
 But, even great cities need new and innova-
tive ideas to keep moving forward in a competi-
tive age. In our country’s current economic crisis, 
we must find opportunity. Cleveland Heights has 
an opportunity to rejuvenate areas of the city 
that are lagging behind. I want to attract green 
and small businesses to these areas with plenty 
of vacant commercial space. 
 I will support an increase in the “down-
payment assistance program” to get our vacant 
houses off the market, rehabbed and into the 
hands of good neighbors who will be committed 
to the long-term success of Cleveland Heights.
In addition to improving our “lagging” areas, I 
hope to improve our streets, incorporate green 
policies, work regionally, encourage arts and 
recreational opportunities and work with the 
school board to market our schools to potential 
families and acknowledge the success of our 
schools.

Cheryl Stephens
Cleveland Heights City Council

if elected, how would you encourage citi-
zens to participate in decision making?
I would encourage citizen’s to participate in 
Cleveland Height by volunteering to be on 
boards and commissions (i.e. Board of Zoning 
Appeals and Planning Commission) that have 
a direct impact on the daily lives of residents, 
the second thing that I would encourage all 
residents to do is attend a City Council meeting 
at least once a year.  
 Attendance at a meeting (either a working 
session or a formal meeting) would allow people 
to see the interaction and discussion between 
staff and the council. Many times watching 
how the process works encourages people 
to participate more or to have ideas about 
requests/recommendations on the improvement 
on services.

describe one innovative idea that would 
transform the city.
Creation of a joint Planning and Development 
authority with several municipal governments 
and school districts participating that would 
facilitate large and long range planning and 
development in a cohesive manner. Especially 
for the neighborhoods and districts that have 
shared municipal boundaries. 
 A business plan would have to be devel-
oped in advance of hiring staff so that new 

neighborhood:  Lynn Park Drive 

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for 20 
years.

Web site:  
http://franmentch.com

neighborhood: 
Coleridge Rd., Fairfax Neighborhood

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for four 
years.

Web site:  http://tobyrittner.com

neighborhood:  Milikin Neighborhood, 
near South  Taylor and Severance.

Has lived in Cleveland Heights all his 
life.

Web site: 
http://www.votejasonstein.com

neighborhood: Forest Hill

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for 20 
years. 

Web site: 
http://www.cherylstephens.org

capacity would be developed to meet the joint 
and participating needs of development in the 
different communities and the school systems.  
The collaborative efforts could be very power-
ful and the long term plans could involve the 
sharing of taxes generated by the development 
authority.

For more information go to www.
LWVCuyahogaArea.org. For more 
information, or to become a trained 
League volunteer to do a PowerPoint 
presentation for a group, contact 

league of women voters continued from 
page 1

Adele Cohn: acohn@earthlink.net or 
216.382.3549.

Carol Gibson is a volunteer for the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters, 
Cuyahoga Area.
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The energy-efficient way to heat and cool your home or  
business.  We specialize in retrofitting Heights homes!

Call 216-906-1300 or email J.Shorey@NorthcoastGeothermal.com for more information.

 

Northcoast Geothermal*, Inc.
 Design and Construction Services

Making the planet greener, one 
house at a time.

*Noun 1.
geothermal energy

THE BEST MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES INC. 
Wheelchair vans and ambulance 
Hospital and Doctor’s appointments 
Dialysis Treatments 
Physical Therapy 

 

Serving Cuyahoga and Metropolitan Area 

Medicaid 
Private Pays 

(216) 321-1280 
24 HOUR 
CALL SERVICE 

      Yogic Studies  
          Teacher Training 

Now in our 12th year! 

2319 Lee Rd.                  216-371-9760 
www.atmacenter.com     info@atmacenter.com               

Our Students Say:
“No hype, no lycra." 
“Life-transforming!"  

Voted #1 “Best Place to Treat 
Your Body” in Cleveland Heights 

 All Levels 
 Specialty Classes 
 Great Student & Senior Rates 

 
 

 
Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 

Keba Sylla
Cleveland Heights City Council

how do you view recent residential and 
commercial developments in terms of 
overall planning, architecture, functional-
ity and sense of place? What types of new 
development do you think are appropriate 
and realistic for cleveland heights?
I view recent residential and commercial 
development in terms of overal l  plan-
ning, architecture, functionality and sense 
of place, as a little bit old fashioned and 
not responding to the norms of the 21st 
green architecture and functionality.   
 I believe, small residential housing with 
new sustainability technology, more efficient in 
terms of energy should be encouraged in the 
city. Business building, storage and recycling 
buildings are also realistic in our city. Finally, 
public buildings must also be energy efficient to 
alleviate the burden of the energy cost for our 
citizens.

how would you work together with the 
ch-Uh city school district to address the 
issue you identified above (public school 
performance)? 
I will make sure we all work together. My plan 
to address behavioral issues in the city school 
district is not based on blaming each other. I 
will urge cooperation and understand that the 
education of our children is not a game. They are 
the future of this community, and our economic 

growth and development depends up on their 
education. 
 As a city council member and a professor, 
I will work tirelessly with all members in the 
community and in the Board of education in the 
District of CH-UH School District to talk seriously 
about our schools’ situation. I will organize a 
forum and a school fun day to raise these issues 
across the community.

Mark Tumeo
Cleveland Heights City Council

please give one concrete example of how 
you propose to address one of the follow-
ing real or perceived quality of life issues: 
crime, litter, vacant storefronts, disengaged 
youth, foreclosures/vacant houses, popula-
tion decline, public school performance, 
high taxes.
One of the more difficult and disturbing prob-
lems facing Cleveland Heights is an increase 
in anti-social behavior among our City’s youth; 
this ranges from lack of civility through disruptive 
behavior, to significant acts of vandalism and 
crime. While our police diligently enforce the 
law, the County’s juvenile justice is overwhelmed 
and seemingly ineffective in resolving this issue. 
Though much of the situation is outside the pur-
view of the City, one way I believe this we can be 
addressed is through strong neighborhood or-
ganization. When people know their neighbors 
and watch for one another, it is much harder for 
troublemakers to gain a foothold. I have worked 
with several neighborhood groups to develop 
strong cooperation with our police, housing and 
community relations offices, and we have helped 
those communities to take back their neighbor-
hoods. I am extremely proud of the “Community 
Liaison Program” I helped develop, and in my 
second term, I commit to working to expand it to 
other neighborhoods across the City.

how would you work together with the ch-
Uh city school district to address the issue 
you identified above (disengaged youth)? 
I believe the City must engage and work more 
closely with our school district to address the 
issues of behavior and disengaged youth. I be-
lieve that working with the City, the Schools could 
develop volunteer service programs that could 
help re-engage our youth. Mr. Ken Hadden 
proposed that a technical training program be 
instituted that would teach students construction 

trades through renovation of foreclosed homes. 
The City has such homes under our HUD $1 
Home and NSP Programs. Such a cooperative 
venture should be seriously explored. The auto 
technician program at Heights High currently 
assists seniors, and should be promoted more 
widely. We also need to work with the schools 
to address behavior issues and address ways the 
City and Schools can work more closely to en-
sure behavior problems outside school property 
are addressed. Over the past two years, the City 
has made great strides in cooperating with the 
schools on issues of security. I am committed to 
developing even stronger collaboration with the 
School Board so that we can work together to 
meet the needs of our youth, while maintaining 
the type of behavior and civil order we value in 
Cleveland Heights.

neighborhood: 
Overlook/Boulevard area

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for 10 
years.

neighborhood: Coventry

Has lived in Cleveland Heights for almost 
13 years.

Web site: 
www.tumeoforcouncil.org

Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, Ohio 44127 . www.nhscleveland.org 

both performances of Wise Up!, an event to benefit the ch-Uh public library, were sold out. irish actress 
derdriu ring and Plain dealer columnist reginna brett, organized the nighttown academy of poetry & 
letters to produce the event for one night only. local celebrities, literary greats and friends of the arts, 
read a poem or prose to the enthusiastic crowd.

Wise Up!
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at www.heightsobserver.org
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heights eats

 Shop at locally owned businesses  
 Improve the local economy
 Support your charitable cause 

Use your I Buy NEO Community Card at these participating businesses:

New merchants are being added daily! Purchase your I Buy NEO Community  
Card at www.futureheights.org

Cleveland Heights
Abrash   
All Makes Vacuum   
Anatolia Cafe  
Antalya Red Square 
Appetite   
Atma Center  

Big Fun, Inc.   
Bussey’s Upholstery,  
 Foam n’ Fabric Inc.   
Catch A Critter   
Cedar Lee Pub and Grill   
Central Health   
Chris Holley-Starling  
 Photography   

Clothing Brigade   
Cut Hair Studio   
Diamond’s Men’s Store
Everything By Face   
Fashions by Fowler   
Fast Eddy’s Chop Shop   
Guy’s Pizza   
Hang It Up   

Healthy Alternatives  
Heart and Sole   
Heights Floral Shoppe
Huntington Learning Center  
 - University Heights   
Isle of Beads Inc
JFJ Live Talk Radio   
Mac’s Backs Paperbacks   

Motorcars Honda Inc   
Motorcars Toyota Inc   
On Cue Billiards   
Paul Hamlin Interiors   
Pizza BOGO   
Sanctuary by Joyce    
Seitz-Agin Hardware   
Simply Charming   

The Above Boutique   
The Stone Oven Bakery 
 & Cafe   
Washinton & Lee Service   
Wood Trader   

Support Northeast Ohio Businesses

COE_0052_FutureHghts_Ad2.indd   1 2/27/09   1:26:13 PM

Mac's Backs 
Books on Coventry   

1820 Coventry Rd.  
 

www.macsbacks.com  
 

216-321-2665 
 

3 Floors of New & Used Books  
and Magazines  

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $20 

I BUY NEO

Isle of Beads 
2483 Lee Blvd. 

In the Heights Rockefeller Building 
 

www.isleofbeadscleveland.com 
 

216-371-0173 
 

Remarkably beautiful and unusual 
beads that tell your creative story 

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $50 

Christina Klenotic

In late 1979, when Lopez first opened in 
Cleveland Heights, owner Craig Sum-
ers said residents had far fewer dining 
options. Thirty years later, Sumers said 
Heights residents have “a lot more al-
ternatives within 15 minutes,” including 
popular dining spots on Coventry, Lee 
and Shaker Square. Yet, Lopez contin-
ues to seduce our palates with fresh 
menu choices and one of the best patios 
around. Even the Food Network was 
smitten with Lopez’s southwestern menu 
during a late September visit to film for 
its “The Best Thing I Ever Ate” series.
 To mark Lopez’s milestone year, 
Sumers created monthly promotions, 
including a text message campaign that 
alerts diners of new menu choices every 
Friday and offers up dining discounts 
like $20 off food purchases. (Text “LO-
PEZ” to 95495 to sign up).
 The effervescent Sumers exudes 
heartfelt affection for the city that has 
hosted him for 30 years, and ends each 
text message and e-mail to customers 
with the signoff “Love, Craig.”
 “I still feel the same enthusiasm 
for the business and our customers,” he 
said. “What began as a vision, is now a 
tradition.”
 Sumers said the new campaign has 
been a success since more than 1,300 
people have signed up for the free tex-
ting service. He also said Friday nights 
have been busy with diners lured by the 
menu options referenced in the weekly 
texts. Promotions will continue through 
at least December.
 The Lopez menu has “seriously 
changed” over the past 12 weeks. One 

lopez marks 30 years with dish remixes, deals

Loren Sonkin 

This is the start of the Jewish New 
Year and this month, the calendar is 
filled with celebrations. For many in 
the Heights, that will include kosher 
wines. I decided to check out some 
of them and found a good selection at 
many area stores, including Heinen’s, 
Zagara’s, Tibor’s Kosher Meats and 
Cedar Green Wine. 
 Kosher wines tend to be more ex-
pensive than their counterparts. I spent 
a little more on these than I usually do 
for the wines I review here. Good ko-
sher wines are made just about anywhere 
good wine is made—from Australia to 
Napa, South America to Bordeaux. For 
this column, I am reviewing only wines 
made in Israel.
 The 2007 Dalton Canaan white 
is from the Upper Galilee. It’s a blend 
of Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, and 
Riesling. The aromas are gorgeous—
with grapefruit, lime and floral qualities. 
The wine is crisp and clean, with just a 
hint of sweetness. It retails for around 
$20 and will be perfect for the harvest 
festival celebration in your sukot.
 I also purchased three similar reds at 
different price points. The 2007 Barkan 
Classic Cabernet Sauvignon sells for 
around $9. The wine has notes of cassis 
with a hefty dose of oak. It goes down 
smoothly and is certainly a good value.
 The 2006 Tishbi Cabernet Pe-
tite Sirah is a blend of both grapes. 
It has an earthy hint cassis and black 
raspberries. Because it’s a blend, it was 
perhaps the most complex wine of the 
three reviewed here. At $16, this wine 
would work well on the dinner table.
 The 2007 Golan Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon retails for around $20. It has a very 
nice nose of cassis, tobacco with a bit of 
bell pepper. I found it the best of the three 
wines, but by only a slight margin.
 Depending on your budget, any of 
these wines would make an excellent 
addition to your holiday table.   
 L’Shana Tova.

Loren Sonkin lives in Cleveland Heights, is 
the winemaker for SonkinCellars.com in 
California and writes for www.intowine.
com/user/loren-sonkin.

Kosher wines 
Gems to celebrate the 
New Year

to two new items are swapped into the 
menu each week, which have been a mix 
of completely new dishes like the pulled 
pork lettuce wrap ($7.50) and reinven-
tions of old favorites like the tamale 
($7.50), the short rib pot pie ($8.50), and 
brunch for dinner, a southwestern crab 
cake "Benedict" ($18.50).
 The format of the menu also has 
been revamped to present repeat diners 
with selections in a fresh way with the 
hope they will try something new. Ac-
cording to Sumers, “people don’t read a 
menu” since they are creatures of habit 
and often order the same selections.
 I am guilty as charged since I’m usu-

ally tempted to order one of my Lopez 
staples like the savory mushroom goat 
cheese quesadilla ($14) and lobster en-
chiladas ($19.50). However, I have not 
regretted sampling new items like the 
blackened mahi quesadilla ($17).
 Sumers stressed how much he val-
ues customer feedback via comment 
cards circulated by servers post-meal 
and the comment section of the Web 
site. Customers can win $100 for sub-
mitting suggestions. Sumers said he 
spends several hours a week exchang-
ing e-mails with customers who have 
offered helpful feedback.
 “I wouldn’t be sitting here for 
30 years in anywhere but Cleveland 
Heights,” Sumers said.
 Craig, we love you, too.

Per her grandmother, Christina Klenotic is a 
“good eater” who never met a carb she didn’t 
like. She enjoys sampling eclectic restaurants, 
galleries and neighborhoods, which is why she 
loves Cleveland Heights.

lopez

2196 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
216 -932-9000

Mon.  - Sat. 5:30 p.m. - close 
Sun.  5 p.m. - close 
View promotions at

www.lopezonlee.com
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I BUY NEO
offer here — 

call 216-320-1423
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VOTE

FOR CLEVELAND HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL

Cheryl
Stephens

Endorsed by  
US Congresswoman Marcia Fudge • Lt. Governor Lee 
Fisher • Cuyahoga County Democratic Party • Cleveland 
Heights Democrats • Stonewall Democrats • The Honor-
able Ed Kelley, Mayor Cleveland Heights • The Honorable 
Dennis Wilcox, Cleveland Heights Council • The Honor-
able Phyllis Evans, Cleveland Heights Council • Cuyahoga 
County Treasurer James Rokakis • Cuyahoga County 
Commissioner Peter Lawson Jones • State Representative 
Barbara H. Boyd • The Cleveland Heights Fraternal Order 
of Police • The Honorable Martha Harris, Member Ohio 
State School Board

Experienced, Dedicated & Committed to a Better Future

Visit www.cherylstephens.org to learn more  
about Cheryl’s experience, goals and vision for  

the City of Cleveland Heights 

marcia mandell, marcus dana, fred sternfeld and mary Jane nottage attend the opening reception in 
the lobby of the new dobama theatre.
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  Dobama Theatre Grand Opening

the ride for miles drew more than 400 cyclists to celebrate the life of dr. miles coburn, environmentalist 
and avid cyclist.

  Ride for Miles
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heights arts

Live at Home.
Live Smart.

You can manage life at home.  But it’s nice to know you have a plan in place with Judson Smart LivingTM at Home. 
Perhaps you’d like daily assistance with grocery shopping or transportation to appointments. Or, following an 
acute episode, you might want more professional assistance with personal care and medication management.  
Even if your needs are simple companionship – Smart LivingTM at Home is there, providing what you need. We 
customize our services to your specifications, so you only pay for the services you want, when you need them. 

Be proactive about your future.

For more information, call 216.791.2077 or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org

Susan Marshall  

The Western Reserve Chorale be-
gins its 2009-10 concert season in 
December, but it is rehearsing now. 
The group meets at Grace Lutheran 
Church on Cedar Road in Cleveland 
Heights. Membership is open to all. 
Singers interested in joining the Western  
Reserve Chorale are invited to attend 
any Tuesday evening rehearsal or con-
tact executive director Joanne Poderis 
for information: jpoderis@msn.com or  
216-791-0061.
 The first concert, Chorus and Brass, 
a joint collaboration with the Chagrin 
Valley Choral Union and the Cleveland 
Brass Quintet, will be performed twice 

Eugenia Strauss 

CityMusic Cleveland Chamber Or-
chestra debuts its 2009-10 season in 
Cleveland Heights Oct. 15 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church with a 
world premiere by Christos Hatzis, one 
of Canada’s leading composers.
 Hatzis is an advocate of borderless 
culture. His recent works bridge the gap 
between classical music and today’s popu-
lar music idioms. His strongest musical 
and philosophical influences include early 
Christian spirituality and his Byzantine 
heritage. Through his music he is “trying 
to establish a conversation with everyone, 
not just the musically literate.”  

citymusic commissions canadian composer

Western reserve chorale announces 2009-2010 concert season
—Dec. 11 in Cleveland Heights and 
Dec. 13 in Chagrin Falls. The combined 
groups will present music representa-
tive of choral literature from the 1500s 
to present day. The second half of the 
concert will feature the Cleveland Brass 
Quintet in works transcribed for chorus 
and brass.   
 The second concert, Cherubini 
Requiem, March 21, 2010, will feature 
the chorus and full orchestra in a perfor-
mance of Cherubini’s “Requiem in C Mi-
nor.” Beethoven referred to Cherubini as 
“Europe’s foremost dramatic composer.” 
Schumann, Brahms, Mendelssohn and 
Berlioz, all musical giants of their day, 
agreed that Cherubini was one of the 
best. “Requiem in C Minor” was per-

 In his new piece “Redemption,” the 
second movement features beautiful and 
lyrical music. Hatzis said he was excited 
to work with conductor David Alan 
Miller, as well as the Pacifica Quartet.
 “They are at the top of their game 
right now and this enabled me to write 
challenging music, knowing that it can 
be trusted to the capable hands and 
minds of these brilliant and profound 
musicians,” Hatzis said.  
 The Pacifica Quartet, recent win-
ner of the 2009 Grammy Award “Best 
Chamber Music Performance,” was 
named 2009 Ensemble of the Year by 
Musical America. David Alan Miller 
has been the Music Director of the 

Albany Symphony Orchestra since 
1992. Through exploration of unusual 
repertoire, educational programming, 
community outreach and recording 
initiatives, he has reaffirmed the Al-
bany Symphony’s reputation as the 
nation’s leading champion of American 
symphonic music and one of its most 
innovative orchestras.
 The orchestra will finish the pro-
gram with the youthful genius of Fe-
lix Mendelssohn. Some say he was a 
greater child prodigy than Mozart. As 
a teenager, he wrote the overture for 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” which 
many consider his masterpiece. He 
returned to write more music for the 

play as a man in his 30s and brought an 
equally inspired vitality to the music. 
This is evident in the suite, which ends 
with his “Wedding March.”
 Additional concerts will take place 
Friday, Oct. 16 at 8 p.m. at St. Noel 
Church in Willoughby Hills; Saturday, 
Oct. 17 at 7:30 p.m. at the Shrine of St. 
Stanislaus Church in Slavic Village; Sun-
day, Oct. 18 at 2 p.m. in Elyria’s St. Mary 
Church; and Sunday, Oct. 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
in Rocky River Methodist Church. 
 Visit citymusiccleveland.org or call 
216-321-5800 for more information.

Eugenia Strauss is executive director of 
CityMusic Cleveland. 

formed at Beethoven’s own funeral.
 The third concert, Romantic Clas-
sics, May 23, 2010, will be a compilation 
of famous sacred/secular Romantic era 
choruses, featuring the magnificent and 

Western reserve chorale in concert at grace lutheran church in cleveland heights. 

melodic styles of Fauré, Mendelssohn, 
Brahms and others. 

Susan Marshall lives in the Heights and sings 
with the Western Reserve Chorale.
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For the finest Quality
• Fences-crafted of  cedar
• Patios-brick & flagstone
• Decks-cedar or composite
• Planting-design & install
Hundreds of  satisfied Heights customers.

Michael J. Madorsky 216.321.7729

MJM Landscape Design & Construction

Since 1983

216-291-2776   2548 Noble Road   Cleveland Heights

7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. T-TH
7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. F & S
Closed Sunday

Let us cater your special event, 
ask for Bonnie.

Merritt Catering 
Fresh baked goods, boxed lunches, meals to order

216-932-9755
PLUMBING / HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING       www.vehann.com      

”Stimulus Special”
      Save $50 

Now $104.00  Reg.  $154.00
 Mention this ad when calling to receive your discount.  

Standard tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor; parts and labor for 
repairs additional.  Coupon must be presented with your payment to 
technician at time of service.  Coupon valid during normal working 
hours M-F 8:00-3:30; excludes weekends and holidays.  Not valid with 

any other offer or discount.  Pricing based on a single system.  
                  Expires 3/31/10.

 
Owned and operated 
by Chris and Bill Hann.

on a Heating Tune-Up/
Safety Inspection

 

Kathryn Lad

Home Repair Resource Center has 
two special events in October to mark 
Financial Literacy Month.
 “Maxed Out,” an award-winning 
documentary from James Scurlock  
that exposes the inner workings of  
the credit card industry will be shown 
at the Lee Road Library at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 8. Deemed “eye- 
opening and necessary” by the New York 
Press, “Maxed Out” paints a picture of  
a national nightmare. 
 “Questions and Answers about 
Foreclosure for All Homeowners” 
will follow on Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 

HRRC promotes 
financial literacy

Rebecca Stager

Thinking about adding insulation or 
replacing doors and windows with 
more energy-efficient models? You can 
benefit from the new energy tax credits. 
Michael Higgins from the Ohio Depart-
ment of Development will speak on 
“How to Reduce Energy Consumption: 
Energy Star Ratings and Energy Tax 
Credits” at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 29, 
at the Lee Road Library. 

learn about the new energy tax credits

It Takes a Village to Move a Mom!
Attend from House to Home, a free step-by-step series for those thinking 
about a move to a more manageable home. Free and open to all!   
For reservations and  parking information:  
www.thealcazar.com or 216-321-5400.
All programs are Tuesday evenings:  6:30pm reception, 7:00pm program

October 6         Staging Your Home Marissa Iacovetta & Angie Potts, 
   Reflections Interior Design

October 13       Selling Your Home  Lee-Ann Spacek, 
   North Coast Residential Relocation  
   Attorney Art Smialek          

October 20      Living Smart! HGTV Host Matt Fox

November 10      Safe and Happy at Home!  
   Autumn Richmond LSW,  
   Benjamin Rose Institute

Official sponsors: Aggers Joseph Co., L.P.A., Cleveland Magazine/My Turn, 
    Green Planet Catering, Heights Observer, Fifth Third Bank.

6:30 p.m., also at the Lee Road  
Library. David Rothstein from Policy  
Matters Ohio (a nonprofit policy  
research institute) and Kimberly Domi-
nique, HRRC foreclosure intervention  
counselor, will explain the foreclosure 
process, analyze its effects on our 
community and suggest strategies for 
prevention. 
 Both these events are free and open 
to residents of all communities.   
 Call Home Repair Resource Center 
at 216-381-6100 for further informa-
tion.  

Kathryn Lad is executive director of  
Home Repair Resource Center.

 It is part of Home Repair Resource 
Center’s HouseMender University se-
ries, and will also cover Energy Star rat-
ings and how they can help you choose 
energy-efficient appliances, heating and 
cooling systems. 
 The event is free and open to 
residents of all communities. For more 
information call 216-381-9560. 

Becky Stager is the education programs  
coordinator for Home Repair Resource Center.

Gail Jackson

Are you someone who works hard, gets 
paid, pays bills and then wonders where 
all your hard earned money has gone? 
Here are a few money management 
tips from the Home Repair Resource 
Center: 
 Money Move 1: Establish a cash 
reserve. You set the amount; it can be 
$50 or $500. This is to be used only for 
emergencies. If you don’t have a lump 
sum to start with, save small amounts 
until you do.
 Money Move 2: Make a budget or 
spending plan. Monthly expenses have 
to get paid on time or your credit will be 
affected, and you may experience unex-
pected utility turn-offs or calls from bill 
collectors. List bills you must pay from 
each paycheck. When you have money 
left over, determine how you want to 
use it. If you don’t have money left 
over, consider making a “crisis budget,” 
to reduce your debts. It reduces other 
expenses for a set time and allocates that 

money to pay debts.
 Money Move 3: Create financial 
goals: things you want to achieve with 
your earnings. Establish a savings ac-
count for vacations and/or education; 
establish your own IRA, individual 
retirement account; participate in your 
employer’s 401K or 403B retirement 
plan; and pay off credit card debt.
 Money Move 4: Learn about 
money: how to manage it, leverage it, 
save more of it and invest wisely. The 
Home Repair Resource Center offers 
budgeting classes, as well as one-on-
one credit and budget counseling for 
Cleveland Heights residents. For more 
information and a list of classes, visit 
www.hrrc-ch.org or call 216-381-6100.
 Money Move 5: Learn how the 
credit card industry works and the true 
cost of credit. Attend the free showing 
of the movie “Maxed Out” at 7 p.m. on 
Oct. 8 at the Lee Road Library.

Gail Jackson is the financial programs coun-
selor at the Home Repair Resource Center.

Wise money moves

 Beef up @ the Pub 

 

 

30 original 

burgers 
 

$5 Burger + Beer 

everyday til 7pm 

and 

ALL Day + Night 

Monday 

2191 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights • 216.371.1713 
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 www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

SAVE UP TO $150.00
Receive up to two free hours 

of design/consultation services 
or take 10% off any landscape 

installation service over $100.00 
up to $150.00 in savings. 

Terms: Mention this offer at time of order to receive 
savings. Not to be combined with other offers.  
Expires November 15, 2009.  Code: H0B1009

Lawn Lad. Passionately 
committed to making your 

yard and garden look 
their beautiful best. 

FALL IS AN IDEAL 
TIME to plant trees, 
shrubs, perennials 
and bulbs. Call today 
to fi nd out how we 
can make your yard 
and garden the envy 
of the neighborhood. 

You too can 
be proud of 
your garden

LL_HOB_1009.indd   1 9/30/09   10:12 PM

Mark Souther

In recent years local citizens have nomi-
nated many Cleveland Heights homes 
for a spot on the National Register of 
Historic Places, an official listing of his-
toric sites in the United States that are 
architecturally and historically significant 
and worthy of preservation.
 The latest local effort was under-
taken 18 months ago to rename the Forest 
Hill Allotment—the Grant W. Deming 
Forest Hill Allotment Historic District. 
With more than 650 homes, this would 
become the city’s largest historic dis-
trict. The district comprises most of the  
area east of Coventry Road, west of  
Lee Road, north of Cedar Road, and 
south of Euclid Heights Boulevard  
and Superior Road.
 The district was conceived nearly 
20 years earlier than Rockefeller’s Forest 
Hill development in the northern part 
of the city, but the two share the Forest 
Hill name. Developed 100 years ago by 
Grant W. Deming, whose brother Barton 
developed the Euclid Golf neighborhood, 
Forest Hill retains much of its historic 
character as a planned garden suburb 
with gently curving streets and diverse 
period architectural styles.
 The nomination is pending approval 
by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation 
Advisory Board, the state agency that 
screens nominations before consider-
ation by the National Register, a division 
of the National Park Service.
 National Register status recognizes 
a place’s historic integrity and does not 
constrain property owners’ actions with 

regard to their homes, unless federal 
funds are used. The designation raises 
awareness and appreciation for the 
neighborhood’s historical legacy and may 
make property owners eligible for reha-
bilitation tax credits that may become 
available for restoration.
 The City of Cleveland Heights and 
the Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
will hold a public meeting on Monday, 
Oct. 26, at 7 p.m. to explain the mean-
ing of historic district designation and 
answer questions. The meeting will be at 
the Superior Schoolhouse, 14391 Superior 
Road.
 For more information, contact Kara 
Hamley O’Donnell, Historic Preservation 
Planner, Cleveland Heights Department 

of Planning & Development at 216-291-
4885 or kodonnell@clvhts.com. Learn 
more about the National Register at www.
ohiohistory.org/resource/histpres/toolbox/nr/
index.html.

Mark Souther, an associate professor of history 
at Cleveland State University, lives on Lincoln 
Boulevard in the Forest Hill Allotment.

 Expertise in finance, communications and marketing

 Forward-looking, strategic mindset

 Highly successful business experience

 Cleveland Heights resident since 1970, former president, Fairfax PTA

 B.A. Smith College, M.A. Stanford University, MBA Finance CWRU

 Former Peace Corps volunteer, Cameroon

AS YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE, I’ll work for you to build on our 
amazing assets – homes, business districts, schools, parks, and cultural 
and recreational opportunities – to keep our city the best place to live.

MY VISION:

n Cost-effective and efficient government, including local and regional  
 collaboration

n Strategic action plans and effective marketing for our city and schools
n Environmentally friendly improvements throughout our community
n Citizen engagement and empowerment for positive outcomes

Mary Dunbar
 Cleveland Heights City Council
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Put the best to 
work for you on 
City Council:

Learn more and get involved at www.marydunbar.com.
The City Council election is nonpartisan. Council members serve at large.

Paid for by Dunbar for Cleveland Heights City Council, Bonnie Baker, Treasurer 
2514 Wellington Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

largest ch historic district in the works

inglewood historic district neighbors unveiled 
their district’s new signs on sept. 11. from 
left to right dennis Wilcox, ed Kelley, bonnie 
caplan, diane Wellman, mark tumeo, mazie 
adams, diana Woodbridge. 

craftsman bungalow on Washington boulevard. 
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Ann Reichsman and Tom Woodworth

When Michelle Miller and Rob Patrick 
purchased their 1898 Victorian home, 
they instantly knew that their wedding 
would happen on the charming 40-foot 
porch.
 Located on the northwest corner 
of Somerton and Middlehurst roads in 
Cleveland Heights, the yellow and white 
home features a welcoming porch and 
highly fanciful details, including a three- 
story turret.
 With a little imagination, the entire 
setting (except for the valet parking to 
serve 150 guests) easily transported one 
back to the turn of the 19th century 
when outdoor summer weddings were 
the norm.
 The wedding took place on Sept. 6. 
The bride, Ms. Miller, is the women's 
division director at the Jewish Federation 
of Cleveland and she will continue to use 
her last name. Dr. Patrick works for the 
Cleveland Clinic as a hospitalist.
 Lay minister Judie Perelman presided 
over the inter-religious ceremony. 
 "It was a very natural and relaxed 
wedding, in a natural setting and enjoy-
able to be part of from start to finish," 
said Perelman.
 Ted Cowan, a close friend of the 
groom, painted a beautiful ketubah (Jew-
ish wedding contract) with the motif of 
the ginkgo tree, which is a major feature 
of the bride and groom’s front yard. Sign-
ing the contract were Mr. Cowan and 
Karen Leventhal.
 In this ceremony the porch roof 
represented the chuppah, which in a Jew-

Old-fashioned porch wedding

PRO-MAX BOILER
Tune-Up & Safety Inspection
Save $15 Now Only $90.00

“The Smylie One Comfort Team”

 PROVIDING EXPERT SERVICE & INSTALLATIONS

                     IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD...TODAY!

Boiler Sale...

98% Efficiency
in low-temperature applications

440.449.(HEAT) 4328

Elizabeth Clark

Situated in the Heights Rockefeller 
Building in Cleveland Heights, the 
nonprofit organization Facing History 
and Ourselves will open its nationally 
acclaimed interactive multimedia ex-
hibit to the public on Oct. 22. The ex-
hibit, "Choosing to Participate," will run 
through Feb. 26, 2010 at the Western 
Reserve Historical Society.
 The organization, headquartered 
in Brookline, Massachusetts, produces 
classroom resources and educational 
strategies that promote student engage-
ment, critical thinking, and a scholarly 
approach to the study of history. With 
nine offices in North America, and 

facing history and ourselves opens nationally acclaimed exhibit
another in London, Facing History en-
gages students of diverse backgrounds 
in an examination of racism, prejudice, 
and anti-Semitism in order to promote 
the development of a more humane and 
informed citizenry.
 Facing History opened its Cleve-
land office in 1999. In the past 10 
years, more than 800 local educators 
have participated in the organization’s 
professional development programs, 
ultimately reaching over 80,000 middle 
and high school students annually in 
190 public, religious, and independent 
schools throughout the Greater Cleve-
land area.
 "Choosing to Participate" will bring 
together Clevelanders of all ages and 

backgrounds to think critically about is-
sues of racism and prejudice. The multi-
media exhibit highlights four American 
stories of individuals and communities 
whose courage, initiative and compas-
sion protected our democracy and hu-
man rights.
 Two companion exhibits will fea-
ture local community members. “pAR-
Ticipation: Young Artists Speak Up” will 
display artwork from local students in 
grades 6–12 that show the importance 
of participating in the community.
 The other local exhibit, “Upstand-
ers: Portraits of Courage,” highlights 
individuals who have taken a stand on 
behalf of others. An extensive calendar 
of workshops and guest speakers will 

complement the exhibit.
 “Showcasing the creative talents of 
our students and celebrating the people 
in our community who make a differ-
ence every day is one more way to dem-
onstrate that each of us has the power 
to make positive choices,” said Mark 
Swaim-Fox, director of Facing History. 
To learn more about “Choosing to Par-
ticipate,” visit www.choosingtoparticipate.
org or call Emily at 216-321-9220, x. 226. 
To learn more about Facing History in 
Cleveland, visit www.facinghistory.org/
Cleveland.  

Elizabeth Clark lives in Cleveland Heights 
and is an intern at Facing History and 
Ourselves.

ish wedding represents the home, so in 
a creative sense the circle is complete. 
Michelle and Rob wrote their own vows, 
which emphasized their deep love and—
most importantly—their respect for each 
other.
 As the ceremony ended, the newly-
weds prepared to exit the porch through 
the front door to get to the reception in 
the back yard. They were surprised to 
encounter a locked door, perhaps a sign 
that that the road ahead may include an 
occasional bump. But that small jam was 
preceded by the cheers of their guests, 
joined by the couple's Middlehurst 
neighbors who had left their annual block 
party to view the joyous occasion from 
the street, displaying warm support for 
the newlyweds on all sides. 
 The backyard reception, which 
featured entertainment by the Silver 
Strings Band, capped off a memorable 
wedding.

Ann Reichsman M.D. is the medical director 
of Neighborhood Family Practice. Tom Wood-
worth is a retired advertising and public rela-
tions professional and currently volunteers as 
a business counselor with SCORE. Both enjoy 
being neighbors of Michelle and Rob.  
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DOGTOPIATM

Doggy
Daycare &
Overnight
Boarding in
Cleveland Hts.
291-0605

www.dogtopia.net

DogT classified:Layout 1  4/10/09  8:54 AM  Page 1

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Ronald Werman

Disciples Christian Church worships 
in a casual setting with contemporary 
music on Sunday, Oct. 18 at 11:30 a.m., at 
3663 Mayfield Road (at Yellowstone) in 
Cleveland Heights.
 The one-month-old “Connections” 
worship is offered the third Sunday of 
each month and is open to the commu-
nity. A praise band sets the tone for the 
service with upbeat music, reminding 
attendees of God’s love.
 At the first Connections service on 
Sept. 20, 65 members and guests attended 
and were inspired by the music and the 
message of the “next chance” of Lazarus. 
Pastor Kris Eggert challenged everyone 
to live life to the fullest.
 “With the same attention to quality 
as our 10 a.m. traditional worship, we feel 
called now to offer a different worship 
experience,” Eggert said. “We believe 

disciples christian church 
connects with community

Carol Iott

Saint Ann Church will offer the sacra-
ment of the Anointing of the Sick during 
the liturgy on Saturday, Oct. 17 at the 
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass.
 The Anointing of the Sick is a liturgi-
cal and communal celebration that pro-
vides strengthening, peace, and courage 
to overcome the difficulties that go with 
the conditions of illness. The sacrament 
can be received by all baptized Catholics 
who have received the sacrament of the 
Eucharist and who are suffering from 
serious or chronic illness, preparing for 
surgery, or suffering with emotional and 
physical addictions.
 The sacrament is celebrated once a 
year. This year it will be celebrated at the 
Mass so that all who attend can offer their 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 
216-904-1786 

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & tile replacement 
Flashings 
Copper work 
Gutter cleaning & repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

216-291-2523        
or 

216-322-9180 (cell) 

Ted Stone Professional Painting Co. 

WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST 

Painting, Interior & Exterior  
Deck Refinishing, Power Washing 
Water Damage Repair, Plastering 
Minor Household Repairs 
Wallpaper, Small Drywall Jobs 

If it’s a task you don’t want to tackle or a sight you 
don’t want to see, give us a call! 

SAVE $$ 
NOW! 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
 
 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 

only $23.95 
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  

• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 11/30/09 

* DARE TO COMPARE * 
  

AUTO INSURANCE 
HOME/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS 
LIFE INSURANCE 

  

$35 LIABILITY 
$70 FULL COVERAGE 

  

"We can beat your rates" 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road  (216) 691-9227 

there is no one right way to worship. All 
are welcome.”
 Disciples Christian Church has 
more than 150 years of history in the 
Cleveland area. Members are proud of 
their heritage and the message they have 
delivered to the community with their 
focus on outreach in their neighborhood 
and beyond.
 The church houses the Heights 
Emergency Food Center and provides a 
free community meal on the last Thurs-
day of every month.
 Connections worship is yet another 
way to share God’s love and celebrate the 
church’s beliefs. For more information, 
visit www.discipleschristian.org or call 216-
382-5344.

Ron Werman is a Cleveland Heights resident 
and member, elder, choir member and commu-
nications chairperson of Disciples Christian 
Church.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick offered at Saint Ann Church

support for those in our community who 
are seeking comfort and prayers.
 Saint Ann Church is located at 2175 
Coventry Road at the corner of Coventry 
and Cedar roads in Cleveland Heights. 
For more information contact Nancy 
Zoller at 216-701-7824.

Carol Iott is a member of the Saint Ann 
Church Liturgy and Worship Commission. 

help Wanted

Marketing and Development Coordinator
Coventry Village  

Special Improvement District 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 

 
Duties: Create and implement annual  
Marketing and Fund-Raising Development 
plans; frequent communications with Owners 
and Merchants; coordinate special events; 
develop partnerships with complementary 
nonprofit organizations. 
 
Required: Excellent oral and written skills; 
facility with electronic communications;  
self-starter; ability to plan, prioritize and 
work both independently and as part of a 
team; familiarity with retail businesses  
helpful. Bachelor's degree and at least 2 yrs. 
experience in commercial marketing and 
fundraising. 
 

Permanent, part-time (avg. 24 hrs/wk)   
 

Flexible schedule 
 

Compensation commensurate with  
experience 
 

Send cover letter and resume to:  
 

coventry.village@gmail.com 
by Oct. 13, 2009 

 Pint with your pup on the patio 

2167 lee road (next to cedar/lee theatre) • 216.321.3469 

 

Water provided. 
The beer is on you! 

 
 

Happy hour til 9pm  

parnells’s pub 

P 

Simply 
Charming 

Baubles, Bijoux & Bibelots
2265 Lee Rd. ~ Cleveland Hts. (next to The Stone Oven)
(216) 932-2500 ~ www.simplycharmingboutique.net

“Great gifts for the women in your life!”

Simply Charming 
will be ‘closing’ on
Wednesday, October 21

Everything is on sale, 
including fixtures!
Thank you for being the greatest customers and friends.
Elisabeth

cleveland heights' petland store may have closed, 
but truman (foreground), the mixed-breed adop-
tion dog who lived there through 2006, is healthy 
and happy. "all our friends see him and say 'hey, 
that's truman from the pet store,'" says adam 
rosenbaum, 12, whose family took him in. he's 
lost about 15 pounds and now answers to hoover. 
still gentle, sweet and stubborn, hoover gets 
along well with humphrey (background), who 
was adopted by the family 10 years ago.

‘truman’ alive and well
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FutureHeights
FutureHeights

Skip the tux. Stay at home!

Click | Bid | Buy Local! | www.futureheights.cmarket.com

An online bene�t auction | October 16 - November 15, 2OO9

To benefit

and

CONTRATULATIONS

* CLEVELAND HEIGHTS & UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS MERCHANTS

2OO9 Best of The Heights* Awards Winners!

CONGRATULAT IONS
✷✷ ✷✷ ✷

✷2009 Best of The Heights* Awards Winners!

Best New Business 
Cedar Hill Salon 
Taste 
 
Best Hangout 
Brennan’s Colony 
Phoenix Coffee 

 
Best Outdoor Dining 
Nighttown 
Lopez on Lee 
 
Best Casual Meal 
Tommy’s 
Brennan’s Colony 
 
Most Unusual Business 
Big Fun 
Revive 
 
Best Art Scene 
Heights Arts 
Cain Park 

Best Salon/Barber/Spa 
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa 
CUT Hair Studio 
 
Best Auto Service 
Washington & Lee Service 
Simon’s Auto Service 
 
Friendliest Staff 
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa 
CUT Hair Studio 
 
Best Home & Garden Business 
Bremec’s on the Heights 
Seitz-Agin 
 
Citizen’s Choice 
Jazzercise by Mary Beth 

Best Community Spirit 
Nighttown 
Tommy’s 
 
Best Green Business 
Revive 
Whole Foods 
 
Best Specialty Shop 
Revive 
Simply Charming 
Abrash Gallerie 

 
Best Live Entertainment 
Nighttown 
The Grog Shop 

Best Baked Goods 
On the Rise 
The Stone Oven 
 
Best Ethnic Eats 
Anatolia Café 
Mint Café 
 
Best Pet Business 
Coventry Cats 
Dogtopia 
 
Best Home Based Business 
Better Bit of Butter 
NetTrack Marketing 

 
Best Dry Cleaner 
Fairmount Cleaners 
Bill’s Dry Cleaners 
 
Best Place to Take Your Kids 
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park 
CH-UH Public Library 


