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Deanna Bremer Fisher and Kelli Fontenot

A recent report based on U.S. Census 
data raised eyebrows among those with 
connections to the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District. 
It indicated that 39 percent of eligible 
K–12 students in the district are enrolled 
in private schools—the highest such rate 
in Ohio.
 A look at more detailed projections 
from the U.S. Census Bureau indicates 
that’s only part of the story. There is 
a dramatic difference in the way the 
district’s two communities—Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights—utilize 
the schools. 
 While 72.6 percent of eligible stu-
dents living in Cleveland Heights attend 
public schools, only 26.4 percent of Uni-
versity Heights residents do, according 
to the Census.
 Nancy Peppler, president of the 
CH-UH Board of Education said, “I’m 
concerned that people with school-aged 
children are choosing not to live here 
because of a negative perception of our 
public schools. A gap exists between per-
ception and reality, and if not addressed, 
it will continue to impact our district. 
Families need to see our public schools as 
a community asset and a real option.”
 CH-UH Superintendent Douglas 

Private school enrollment levels after ’05 spike

Heuer offered a long-term perspective: 
“This is not a new issue. As far back as 
40 years ago, a significant portion of the 
school-age population in CH-UH had 
chosen the private school option.”
 According to Eric Silverman, presi-
dent of the Cleveland Heights High 
School Alumni Foundation and former 
school board member, one reason for 
declining enrollment is the number of 
private and parochial school options 
available to parents. “If you’re going for 
religious education,” he said, “You’re not 
considering the public schools.”
 What none of these perspectives 
address is a one-year spike—in 2005 –06 
—of children moving out of the public 
schools. Otherwise, enrollment data 

provided by the district for 2005–2010 
shows enrollment is dropping by 2–3 
percent each year—a number that seems 
to have been fairly steady for decades.
 But from 2005 to 2010, the portion 
of eligible kids enrolled in private schools 
climbed from 21 to 30 percent. Some 
have speculated that white students 
must be leaving the schools. That is not 
borne out by the data, which show that 
white enrollment, on a percentage basis, 
has remained constant over the last five 
years.
 Patrick Mullen, executive director 
of Reaching Heights, noted that demo-
graphic shifts in the Cleveland Heights 
population historically have played a 
significant role in school enrollment, 

RTA service cuts will result in need to 
transfer to reach downtown

Vince Reddy

If the Greater Cleveland Regional 
Transit Authority (RTA) implements 
service cuts as planned for April, Cleve-
land Heights and University Heights 
will become unique among inner-ring 
suburbs in that they will have no direct 
public transit service–that is, without a 
transfer–to downtown Cleveland. Sev-
eral citizens expressed their concerns at 
a public hearing Jan. 6 at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center.
 The cuts, which seek to address 
a sharp drop in sales tax receipts, de-
creased state aid, and a reduction in 
ridership, would eliminate all service 
west of University Circle on routes 7 
(Euclid Heights-Monticello), 9 (May-
field) and 32 (Cedar). Currently, these 
routes have rush-hour runs to and from 
downtown. The proposed cuts would 

Sarah Wean

Jeff Milchen, cofounder and director of the 
American Independent Business Alliance 
(AMIBA.net), will visit the Heights in late 
March. He will present the AMIBA model of 
community organizing to promote locally-
owned independent businesses the evening 
of Wednesday, March 24.
 He will hold a morning workshop, on 
Thursday, March 25, to explore, in more de-
tail, the potential of creating an independent 
business alliance here.
 All local business owners or managers 
are invited to attend. The events are free and 
open to the public.
 Look to www.heightsobserver.org and 
the March issue of the Heights Observer for 
details and registration information.

Sarah Wean is a community volunteer.

Bob Rosenbaum

What’s in the newspaper is only a por-
tion of what we’re reporting. The rest 
is online at www.heightsobserver.org.
 If you haven’t visited lately, here’s 
what you missed:
 On the Observer Forum (www.
heightsobserver.org/deck): You would 
have known a month before anyone 
else that the Oakwood Club was merg-
ing with Mayfield Country Club and 
trying to sell its golf course, clubhouse 

Infinite Campus opens 
to CH-UH parents
Angee Shaker 

One of the goals of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District is to provide a first-class educa-
tion to its students to prepare them for 
the future. Part of achieving that goal is 
providing students and parents with the 
technology to communicate with edu-
cators and stay informed and involved 
in the classroom. Infinite Campus is a 
district-wide program that will offer new 
opportunities for educators, parents and 
students.
 Infinite Campus is the official grade 
book for the district. Until now, it has 
been used only internally, but it is now 
open to parents. The parent portal for 
grades 3–5 will open in the fall of 2010. 
 As of Jan. 28, parents with students 
in grades 6–12 have had access to the In-
finite Campus program through a portal 
designed for their needs. The campus 
portal provides access for parents and 
students to their campus informa-
tion as it is being entered by teachers, 
counselors and staff. The campus portal 
encourages active participation by par-
ents in their student’s progress while 
simplifying the distribution of external 
communications.
 “Parents are now able to access 
report cards, posted tests, grades, as-
signments and attendance,” said Interim 
Assistant Superintendent Joseph Mi-
cheller. This information will be pass-
word protected and parents will be able 
to track only their child’s progress.
 Infinite Campus, the new student 

have all buses turning back at the Red 
Line station at University Circle, as they 
now do on weekends and nonrush-hour 
trips. Service east of University Circle 
would remain essentially unchanged.
 The 9 travels to the rapid station by 
way of Euclid Avenue and thus connects 
directly to RTA’s HealthLine (Euclid 
Corridor), which provides 24-hour 
service between East Cleveland and 
Public Square. But the 7 and 32 routes, 
as now configured, do not connect to 
the HealthLine on their nonrush-hour  
trips. RTA is considering adjustments 
to these routes that would give riders 
easier access to the HealthLine.
 RTA explains its financial situation 
on its Web site, www.riderta.com. 
 The authority’s main source of in-
come—accounting for 60 to 70 percent 
of its operating budget—comes from a 
1 percent sales tax. In 2009, receipts 

LoCaL bUSineSS ownerS invited to 
Hear nationaL exPert in MarCH

and other facilities—valued by the 
county at $5.9 million. (Dec. 14)
 A meeting was announced for 
Feb. 3 to talk about the possibility of 
purchasing Oakwood Golf Course for 
use as a public green space. (Jan. 25)
 The people accused of perpetrat-
ing the region’s largest mortgage fraud 
apparently got help from Cleveland 
Heights Housing Manager Rick Wag-
ner, who waived escrow requirements 
on local homes to help the FBI build 
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Bob Rosenbaum

Perhaps the most fre-
quent compliment I hear about the 
Heights Observer is that so much of its 
content is worth reading and impor-
tant to the community.
 Even so, when the editorial com-
mittee meets, we spend a lot of time 
discussing what doesn’t seem to get 
covered well. Here’s a partial list:
•  Sports—the high school, middle 

school, and private school teams, and 
local clubs, such as Eastside Kick-
ers soccer and Heights Recreation 
basketball;

•  Programs offered by the religious 
congregations of Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights;

•  Community groups—from neighborhood 
organizations to block parties, scout 
troops and book discussion groups;

• Private-school events and activities;
•  Activities of the various school clubs 

and parent groups;
•  All those interesting individuals who 

have unique hobbies, passions and 
pursuits.

 More photos and stories on these 
topics would make the Observer that 
much more fun to read, and that much 
more reflective of the community.
 Here’s the problem. As I men-
tioned last month, we don’t have 
staff to ferret out and write these 
stories. News about the 60,000-plus 

people who live and work in Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights has 
to come from the people who know 
about them, that is, from those of you 
who are directly involved.
 We’ve created a presentation to 
help local groups and organizations 
learn how—and why—they can use 
the Observer to share their stories 
with the rest of the community. Our 
knowledgeable volunteers will come to 
your church meeting, scout meeting, 
association board meeting or other 
community gathering to present the 
“how-to” on writing and submitting 
your stories, answer questions and 
help empower your group to get its 
news into the paper.
 If you’d like someone to present 
our program at an upcoming meeting 
of your organization, please contact 
me at bob@therosenbaums.net, or 
Deanna Bremer Fisher, FutureHeights 
executive director, at 216-320-1423.
 Remember that you can submit a 
story to the Heights Observer by regis-
tering at the Member Center: http://
heightsobserver.org/members.

Bob Rosenbaum, chairman of the newspa-
per’s Editorial Advisory Committee and 
a member of the FutureHeights board, 
writes this monthly column to provide 
transparency about the Observer. Send 
your comments and questions to bob@
therosenbaums.net.

opening up the Observer FutureHeights has 
made a difference in 
10 short years

Sarah Wean

I cannot let January 2010, pass without 
acknowledging the 10th birthday of 
the organization that led to not only 
the Heights Observer, but has given the 
residents of Cleveland Heights, and now 
also University Heights, many opportu-
nities to be active citizens and make a 
true difference in their communities. 
 In January 2000, in response to 
Giant Eagle’s plans to build a 50,000 
square foot store on Cedar Hill, more 
than 350 people from the neighbor-
hood came together at a town meeting 
to voice their concern that drastically 
changing the historic physical fabric of 
the area would not be in the long-term 
best interest of the community.
 FutureHeights was born that night, 
and although Giant Eagle has come and 
gone, FutureHeights has remained and 
grown.
 Ten years later this grassroots group 
is still bringing the community together 
in a variety of ways. If you are not fa-
miliar with FutureHeights, I encourage 

Preyer House, the oldest residence in Cleveland 
Heights, was featured on a futureHeights neigh-
borhood walking tour in 2006.

you to visit the organization’s Web site, 
www.futureheights.org.
 Thousands of donors, volunteers, 
board members, dedicated staff, foun-
dation partners, residents, and govern-
ment and community organizations 
have participated in FutureHeights over 
the past 10 years. Their investment in 
the organization is not only a vote of 
confidence in FutureHeights’ work, 
but, more importantly, an investment 
in keeping our community 
strong, healthy, 
and working to-
gether to maxi-
mize our limited 
resources.
 In order for 
FutureHeights 
to move for-
ward and remain sustainable, 
it needs everyone’s involvement.
 Please donate. As a small nonprofit, 
the organization always needs money 
and in-kind services. Be a citizen jour-
nalist by writing something for this pa-
per. Join a committee. Attend a Future-
Heights event. Talk about community 
issues that matter to you at the online 
forum. That is what FutureHeights is all 
about.

Sarah Wean is a founding member of Future-
Heights and a volunteer for the organization. 
Visit www.futureheights.org.

and his organization was created largely 
to fight the misperception of what was 
going on in public schools.
 “There’s value in a child being part 
of a diverse student population,” Mullen 
said. “It’s better preparation for the world 
they’re actually going to live in than what 
they might find in schools that are eco-
nomically or racially homogeneous.” He 
said that school closures, such as Coventry 
school in 2007 and Northwood Elementa-
ry in 1984, may have caused more parents 
to enroll their kids in private schools.
 Data show a sharp uptick in private 
school enrollment following the 2005–06 
school year—a tumultuous time for the 
district. It was soon after the unexpected 
and unexplained dismissal of  Superinten-
dent Carlton Moody, and also after the 
decision to close Coventry Elementary 
School. Just prior to this period, dissat-
isfaction with the district was expressed 
specifically from University Heights—
often led by Mayor Beryl Rothschild. A 
group of University Heights residents 
organized to oppose the 2004 school levy 
and, after it passed, unsuccessfully sued 
to have the levy reversed.
 Since then, however, enrollment pat-
terns have been stable.

 Superintendent Heuer is examining 
ways in which the district can attract 
new students or bring former students 
back. On Feb. 10, the district is hold-
ing an invitation-only focus group for 
private and parochial school parents, 
conducted by research firm Burges & 
Burges—a longtime srategic consultant 
to the district. The district hopes to col-
lect qualitative information about why 
parents in the district send their children 
to private or parochial schools.
 “Our goal is to see the number of stu-
dents attending public school increase, 
and we intend to do that through consis-
tently improving academic achievement 
and enhancing outreach to parents and 
residents,” Heuer said.
 In addition to partnering with the Ohio 
School Facilities Commission to complete 
a comprehensive audit of the educational 
capacity of the district’s school buildings, 
the district is planning longer school days 
and enhanced teacher training.
 “When a parent takes into account 
the record of success of CH-UH students 
in scholarship awards, admittance to se-
lective colleges, National Merit awards, 
state and national achievement in art, 
music, drama, and athletics, number of 
early college credit recipients, and ongo-
ing success in college, the CH-UH school 
district compares favorably with the best 
of the best,” Heuer said.
 See the enrollment data sourced 
for this article at www.heightsobserver.
org. More information on public school 
enrollment is available at www.reach-
ingheights.org and www.chuh.org.

Kelli Fontenot is a journalist living in Cleve-
land Heights. Deanna Bremer Fisher is the 
executive director of FutureHeights.

EnrollmEnt continued from page 1
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Cleveland Heights City Council 
Meeting highlights
DECEmBER 21, 2009
Vice mayor Phyllis Evans excused.

Cedar-Lee businesses worried about crime
Speaking on behalf of the owners and operators 
of businesses in the Cedar-Lee business district, 
many of whom were present, John Zagara, 
owner of Zagara’s marketplace, expressed 
frustration with drug activity and related crimes 
at Quinn’s and other locations in the neighbor-
hood and the insufficient action being taken. 
Declan Synnott of Cleveland Heights Boulevard 
and owner of Parnell’s Pub stated his displeasure 
with drug activity near CVS and the high school 
and hoped that the city would not let it get out 
of control. mayor Kelley responded that busi-
ness people should call the police readily about 
any type of questionable activity. He stated that 
five police officers would be reinstated early 
next year.

Secondhand dealers to be licensed
In order to make it more difficult to turn items 
obtained illegally into cash, council adopted 
an ordinance amending the city code to require 
licensing of secondhand dealers and recording 
of specific information about the persons selling 
the items. Nonprofit entities holding rummage 
sales and residents holding garage or yard 
sales would not be considered secondhand 
dealers.

Quinn’s Bar declared nuisance
Councilmember mark Tumeo introduced a 
resolution declaring Quinn’s Bar, 13179 Cedar 
Rd., to be a nuisance with hazards to the health, 
safety, and welfare of patrons, neighbors and 
the public, including numerous criminal activi-
ties, such as a homicide and gun, gang and drug 
activity. This resolution authorizing abatement 
of the nuisance was declared to be an emer-

gency measure necessary for the preservation 
of public peace, health and safely and passed 
immediately.

Recreation rates
Council set the rates for recreational activities in 
city facilities in 2010. There will be a 10 percent 
increase in season pass, swim instruction and some 
other fees at Cumberland Pool. The only rates to 
increase for entertainment and recreation pro-
grams at Cain Park and other locations for 2010 
will be a 10 percent increase for day camp. Rates 
were also set for annual and monthly passes for 
specified categories of nonresidents permitted to 
use the field house.

Budgets approved
As described by Councilmember Kenneth mont-
lack, the “almost final wrap-up of the 2009 
budget,” which had been reduced by almost $3 
million from the original budget, was approved. 
Also passed was the 2010 budget totaling 
$40,530,177, an increase of less than 1 percent 
from 2009. Notable changes include a cut of 
$125,000 in Cain Park expenditures and an 
increase of $240,000 for police officers.

Tributes to Nancy Dietrich
Every council member in turn praised retiring mem-
ber Nancy Dietrich, describing her as enthusiastic, 
optimistic, responsive and kind. All considered her 
a trustworthy friend and a true collaborator with 
special concern and achievement in the areas of 
the environment, equal rights, the public schools 
and regionalism. Dietrich spoke individually to 
each of her six colleagues and nine senior staff, 
referring to them as “all part of one team.” She 
said that it had been “such an honor” to have 
had “the most wonderful12 years” on city council. 
mayor Kelley closed the meeting by reading a 
formal tribute to her.

LWV observers: Blanche Valancy and Katherine 
Solender.

JANUARy 4, 2010
Vice mayor Phyllis Evans excused.

Newly elected council members sworn in
The first meeting of the year is the council’s 
organizational meeting. After Clerk of Council 
Thomas malone announced the Nov. 3, 2009 
election results, the newly elected officials Bonita 
W. Caplan, Cheryl Stephens, mark A. Tumeo, and 
Edward J. Kelley were sworn in. With a unanimous 
vote, council elected Kelley mayor for a fifth term 
and Evans vice mayor.

Committee appointments
The mayor announced the membership for coun-
cil’s six standing committees:

Administrative Services: Stephens, chair; Caplan, 
vice chair; Evans, member

Community Relations: Evans, chair; Caplan, vice 
chair; montlack, member

Finance: Tumeo, chair; Wilcox, vice chair; mont-
lack, member

municipal Services: Caplan, chair; montlack, vice 
chair; Wilcox, member

Planning & Development: Wilcox, chair; Evans, 
vice chair; Stephens, member

Public Safety: montlack, chair; Tumeo, vice chair; 
Caplan, member

Waterline replacement
Council authorized a contract with mackey Engineer-
ing and Surveying Company for waterline replace-
ments in Runnymede Boulevard and part of Quilliams 
Road at a cost under $34,000. Runnymede has the 
worst waterline break record in the city.

On-street parking approval
As it must do annually, council approved sus-
pending the prohibition against on-street parking 
between 3 a.m. and 6 a.m. for all or part of 
Kensington, Hillcrest, Belmar, Glenmont and Ed-
dington roads. It also authorized sale of parking 
permits ($30 per month) for residents on those 
streets to park on the street. Other enumerated 
streets where all-night parking is permitted are 
portions of Euclid Heights Boulevard, Supe-
rior Park Drive, mayfield, Derbyshire, Surrey, 
Bellfield, middlehurst, Hampshire, Grandview, 
yorkshire, and Norfolk roads.

LWV observers: Susan Kaeser, Blanche Valancy.

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are 
abstracted from LWV observers’ written 
reports. The summaries have been edited 
and prepared by Anne mcFarland, mari-
lyn mcLaughlin and maryann Barnes. 
To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or join through Google groups using 
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a search 
phrase. 
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistri-
bution of these reports.

 
 

 
Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 

 Pre-Spring Special!  
 

HOLLIS AUTOMOTIVE 
 
 

2857 Noble Road, Cleveland Heights 
(216) 472-6443 

 

Complete Mechanical Repairs (including Hybrids) 
 

Present this ad for 

10% off all repairs with this coupon* 
* Not applicable with any other discount  

 
 

Please call for an appointment Expires March 1, 2010 

 Think Jazzercise is the workout of the 80’s? Think again. 
Locations: 

Cleveland Hts. Community Center 
Mayfield and Monticello 

M/T/W/Th 6:30 p.m. or Sat. 8:45 a.m. 
 

So. Euclid Methodist Church 
1534 So. Green Rd. 
M/W/Th 9:30 a.m.  

(childcare available) 

Call Mary Beth (440) 542-0246 or go to jazzercise.com 
(use zip code 44118 or 44121 when locating class information) 

EFT Pricing as low as $30/MO* 
Register in class or by phone 

Voted Citizens Choice 
for  Best Fitness Class 

in the Heights! 

*auto debit  

CWRU Law School and Heights Court
continue no-cost mediation partnership
Georgeann Schmidt

The Cleveland Heights Municipal 
Court has started the fourth year of its 
mediation partnership with Case West-
ern Reserve University School of Law.
 The program makes mediators avail-
able twice a week for small claims, evic-
tions, rent deposit cases and other civil 
cases. Yuri Linetsky and Andrew Pollis, 
visiting assistant professors of law, cur-
rently run the Civil Litigation and Media-
tion Clinic at the law school. Law students 
volunteer through the clinic to work with 
litigants, under their professors’ supervi-
sion, in a meeting room located in the 
same building as the court.
 Participation in the mediation pro-
cess is voluntary. Litigants are encouraged 
to take advantage of the program, par-
ticularly in  cases where the legal cause of 

action is not clearly stated. The mediators 
act as neutral parties, facilitating a discus-
sion between the litigants, helping them 
focus on realistic goals, discover available 
options and find a mutually satisfactory 
resolution to their dispute.
 The program is offered at no cost to 
the parties or the court, under the approv-
al of Cleveland Heights Municipal Court 
Judge A. Dean Buchanan. It’s a community 
service offered by the law school through 
its Milton A. Kramer Law Clinic Center 
and the Center for Interdisciplinary Study 
of Conflict and Dispute Resolution.
 The program has been integrated 
into the court schedule since 2005, when 
it was proposed as a pilot project by 
Wendy Hawbaker, a Cleveland Heights 
resident and mediation expert.
Georgeann Schmidt is the Cleveland Heights 
Municipal Court Magistrate.

      Yogic Studies  
          Teacher Training 

Now in our 12th year! 

2319 Lee Rd.                  216-371-9760 
www.atmacenter.com     info@atmacenter.com               

Our Students Say:
“No hype, no lycra." 
“Life-transforming!"  

Voted #1 “Best Place to Treat 
Your Body” in Cleveland Heights 

 All Levels 
 Specialty Classes 
 Great Student & Senior Rates 

Now in our 13th year!

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

Asphalt & Concrete, Roofing, Siding, Gutters 
Masonry, Windows, Kitchens & Baths 

Financing Available 
1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 

www.class1pavers.com 
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University Heights City Council 
Meeting highlights
DECEmBER 21, 2009
All council members present.

Mayor Rothschild’s final meeting
mayor Rothschild reminisced about her 32 
years as mayor of University Heights. She 
urged the incoming mayor and council to ad-
dress issues that are still undone and for John 
Carroll University to see itself as part of the 
larger community.

Update on the Exception Report
Ebie Holst of the Northeast Ohio Sourcing 
Office explained that her company wanted to 
present the full report as a formal presentation 
in January instead of releasing it in written 
form now. Council members strongly opposed 
this delay. Having the full report would enable 
them to have questions prepared by January 
and would allow members who are step-
ping down next month to see the full report. 
Council members felt the summary provided 
to them was insufficient. Holst agreed that the 
report would be provided immediately to all 
council members.

Assessment of forests
Council accepted a grant from the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, Division of 
Forestry, and authorized an agreement for the 
2009 Urban Tree Canopy Initiative. The initia-
tive assesses forests through detailed satellite 
imagery, thereby finding excessive imperme-
able surfaces and opportunities for mitigating 
storm water runoff. The cost to University 

Heights would be $3,663, to be paid from the 
Tree Fund. The lack of trees along Cedar and 
Warrensville was also discussed. One possible 
solution suggested was for the city to place 
trees in front yards instead of tree lawns.

Repairs
Building Commissioner David menn announced 
that the chair lift repair would begin tomorrow. 
He also reported a $1,000 emergency repair 
to stop a water leak on the roof next to council’s 
chambers.

New rates
Acting Law Director Dennis Nevar announced 
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District’s 
(NEORSD) proposed new rates for July 2010, 
and that NEORSD will implement a new re-
gional storm water system.

Farewell messages
Vice mayor Adele Zucker urged residents to 
attend meetings and become involved in the 
functions of University Heights. Councilman 
Steven Sims presented bouquets of roses to 
Beryl Rothschild and Adele Zucker, and a rose 
boutonniere to Peter Bernardo. Stephen Bullock 
spoke movingly about mayor Rothschild’s 42 
years of service to the community. Frankie Gold-
berg gave a tribute to the mayor by reading 
from Dr. Seuss’s “Oh, the Places You’ll Go.”

New mayor
Susan Infeld will be sworn in officially as mayor 
on Jan. 1, 2010, but the formal swearing-in will 

take place at the Jan. 4, 2010 council meeting.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

JANUARy 4, 2010

Students welcome new council members
Ashley Johnson, Emory Polley and Erin Jackson, 
students from Heights High, welcomed the new 
council members and wished them well.

Installation of new council members
Oaths of office were alternately administered by 
Judge K. J. montgomery of the Shaker Heights 
municipal Court and Judge michael P. Donnelly 
of the Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court.  
Those installed were mayor Susan K. Infeld 
and council members Phillip P. Ertel, Frankie D. 
Goldberg and Susan D. Pardee.
 Council member Frank Consolo nominated 
Frankie Goldberg for vice mayor. After a unani-
mous favorable vote she was sworn into office. 
All remaining officers and appointees were 
sworn into office. Building Commissioner David 
menn will be leaving soon for a position in an-
other city; his replacement will be William mato.

Position of safety director
Councilman Steven Bullock challenged the 
tradition of the mayor appointing herself to the 
position of safety director. He contended that it 
was confusing for the mayor to wear two hats, 
and that the real issue was to find a way to pay 
the mayor an appropriate salary so that com-
pensation would not depend on two separately 
funded functions. mayor Infeld scheduled a 

special public meeting for monday, Jan. 11 to 
discuss the matter. 

Reappointment of Anthony Ianiro
The council unanimously reappointed Anthony 
Ianiro as director of finance on a part-time 
basis. Councilman Steven Sims said he was 
grateful for Ianiro’s willingness to continue 
part-time.

Strengths and challenges for the city
mayor Infeld described University Heights 
as a city filled with comfortable, affordable 
homes, a place with easy access to parks 
and concerts, close proximity to University 
Circle, John Carroll University, public transit, 
and a variety of schools. The main challenge 
she saw was foreclosures. To address this 
challenge, she hopes to increase efficiency 
and service by instituting Web payment for 
residents, extending City Hall hours a couple 
of days a week, and bringing back the 
dormant Communications and Development 
Committee.

LWV observer: Carol Gibson.

Space restrictions sometimes require 
the deletion of some proceedings. for 
more complete summaries view online 
postings at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.
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$400 billion in federal funds at stake
Anita Kazarian

You pay taxes and about $400 billion of 
our tax money is put in a pot to be given 
back to communities. But, if you want a 
piece of that $400–billion pie in federal 
funds, you’ll have to complete and re-
turn the 2010 census report. Otherwise, 
your tax dollars will go to communities 
that respond, maybe in Alaska. 
 “Yikes!” you say, “what do I have to 
do to get my tax money back here?” 
 Easy. First, set aside a block of time, 
10 minutes. Then, find a pen and answer 
10 short questions. Finally, return the 
form in the prepaid envelope. 
 Every residence in the United States 
will receive the 2010 census forms in 
mid-March, delivered by the U.S. Postal 
Service. Among the 10 questions are 
your name, sex, age, date of birth, eth-
nicity or race, household relationship, 
if you own or rent. The questionnaire  
will NOT ask for your social security 
number, legal status, income or tax in-
formation.

 Remember, you’ll receive the forms 
by mail in mid-March. If by April 1, 
National Census Day, you have not re-
sponded, you may be listed for a home 
visit by a census taker who will try to 
collect your answers in person.
 By year end, all the data will be 
turned over to the President of the 
United States for apportionment. 
 A final, but important note: If 
we want to keep our seats in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, we’d better 
fill in the forms, because in March 2011 
the Census Bureau will give Ohio new 
redistricting data. Meaning? We may 
lose a seat, and possibly our voice, in 
Washington.
 Watch for more information on 
the 2010 census and what it means 
to University Heights and Cleveland 
Heights residents in the March issue of 
the Heights Observer. 

Send your comments and suggestions for 
future topics to Anita Kazarian at Anita-
Kazarian@gmail.com.

Anita Kazarian

Last November, Uni-
versity Heights resi-

dents, in large numbers, became ac-
tively engaged in the political process 
during a heated mayoral race and in 
reaction to proposed changes to the 
city charter. Residents elected the first 
new mayor in 32 years and voted “no” 
on ballot issues that would have made a 
city administer the CEO of the city.
 Last month we asked Mayor Infeld 
about her plans for the city. This month 
we talked with members of City Council 
about their plans for University Heights. 
Impromptu answers were given on Jan. 
11 and Jan. 18 by all council members, 
except Councilman Bullock, who agreed 
to respond with a prepared statement. 
Notes in parentheses are mine, for clari-
fication purposes.
 “What one thing do you want 
to see this Council accomplish in 
its first six months?”
 Steven D. Bullock, Chairman, 
Safety Committee. I would like us to 
create and implement a community-
wide vision supported by a plan designed 
to sustain our city into the future.
 Frank Consolo, Chairman, Civic 
Information Committee. I would like 
to see the budget balanced with enough 
carry-over to be able to fund long over-
due capital improvements. We have 
about $600,000 in requested capital 
improvements from city departments 
that we have not been able to fund.
 Phillip Ertel, Chairman, Service-
Utilities Committee. Foreclosures—it 
is a problem of historic proportions 
and I want to make sure families can 
stay in their homes. There is more the 
city can be doing. Rather than wait 
for homes to be foreclosed the Build-
ing Committee (Vice Mayor Goldberg 

chairs this committee), working with 
the Building Department, can be more 
preemptive in identifying those at risk 
before they are foreclosed. The Build-
ing Department can advocate on their 
behalf with the banks, in addition to 
other actions.
 Frankie B. Goldberg, Vice 
Mayor and Chairman, Building Com-
mittee. I want to make city govern-
ment and city services more accessible 
to our residents by improving IT 
capabilities, so people can be better 
informed of city activities and services 
and be able to pay bills online. I want 
more interactive IT capabilities. Ac-
cessibility also includes expanded City 
Hall hours.
 Kevin Patrick Murphy, Chair-
man, Recreation Committee. I’d like 
us to utilize the report that will be 
presented to Council on Jan. 19. To 
incorporate the findings of the report 
into the budget process. (Northeast 
Ohio Sourcing Office Exception Anal-
ysis, for which University Heights paid 
$25,000, is available at City Hall.)
 Susan D. Pardee, Chairman, 
Governmental Affairs. I would like to 
see a commitment to, and start planning 
for, a community-wide survey to see 
what residents are interested in, what 
are the priorities, and begin the process 
of engagement on a large scale and also 
begin the process of a more compre-
hensive planning process, similar to a 
process I worked on as a commissioner 
on the Charter Review Commission in 
Santa Clara, California.
 Steve Sims, Chairman, Finance 
Committee. One thing is to develop a 
budget that makes sense for the city of 
University Heights. If we can do this, 
we’ll be miles ahead.

Send your comments and suggestions for 
future topics to Anita Kazarian at Anita-
Kazarian@gmail.com.

Council’s plans for University Heights
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Friends of Heights  
Libraries holds book sale

Tonya Gibson

The Friends of the Heights Libraries 
will hold a book sale at the University 
Heights Library from Thursday, Feb. 18 
to Saturday, Feb. 20. 
 Through book sales and other 
activities, the Friends support the 
Heights Libraries by providing funds 
for library programs, scholarships and 
staff support. New volunteers are always 
welcome, and invited to help prepare 
for the book sale by sorting and pack-
ing books at the Lee Road Library. 
Friends president, Adaora Schmiedl, 
says volunteers are also needed during 
the book sale itself, and promises, “If 
you’re interested in helping, we’ll keep 
you busy!” No experience is neces-
sary, and teen volunteers are welcome. 
Schmiedl advises sorting volunteers to 
bring a bottle of water, as it tends to be 
warm and dusty in the sorting room.
 Visit www.heightslibrary.org for sale 
hours and to volunteer.

Tonya Gibson is an employee of the Heights 
Libraries who enjoys writing and photogra-
phy in her free time.

Discover local authors at Coventry Village Library
Tonya Gibson

Located on both sides of the Coventry 
Village Library fireplace, in a position of 
honor, is a collection of books dedicated 
to local Heights authors. “We started by 
collecting the works of as many Heights 
writers and musicians as we could gath-
er,” says Coventry Village Library Branch 
Manager Pat Gray. “This collection 
showcases some of the talented people 
who offer programs here. Our collection 
is growing all the time, and we hope it 
will eventually be a very comprehensive 
representation of Heights authors.”
 Now, the Coventry Village Library 
has joined forces with Appletree Books, 
Mac’s Backs and Saint Ann Church to 
create the “Cedar-Coventry Local Au-
thor Series,” to highlight local writers. 
Launched last fall, the series resumes 
on Wednesday, Feb. 3, with a talk by Dr. 
Maria Siemionow, the Cleveland Clinic 

CH-UH Public Library Board 
Meeting highlights
DECEmBER 21, 2009

Wise Up! A Literary Fest lauded
The board recognized Bruce Hennes, Regina 
Brett, Brendan Ring and Dierdru Ring for 
planning and producing the fundraiser held at 
Nighttown with a sold-out crowd.

Welcome Desk staffing changes
Welcome Desk staffing has changed to allow 
public service staff to spend more time on their 
primary assignments. The circulation staff that 
manages the Flash Scan checkout terminals 
will also perform Welcome Desk functions. The 
Administrative Services Team, including Direc-
tor Nancy Levin, will cover the first two hours of 
weekday mornings in order for circulation staff 
to attend to circulation duties.

Noble Library renovation plans
The board authorized the director to contract 
with Studio Techne in an amount not to ex-
ceed $10,000 to produce preliminary plans 
and budget for the Noble Library’s renova-
tion. Upgrades are needed for carpeting, 
painting and compliance with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act.

Library board officers for 2010
Board President Eric Silverman announced 
the Nominating Committee’s proposed slate 
of officers for the 2010 year: Glenn Billington, 
president, Audrey Cole, vice president and 
Esther moss, secretary.
 As his term ended with this meeting, Silver-
man reflected on his seven years on the board, 
noting the renovation activities, the temporary 
move to Taylor Academy and the need for 
developing the proposed foundation for the li-
brary’s fundraising activities. He was pleased to 
note that circulation figures have now returned 
to what they were at the time the Lee Road 
Library renovation began.
 Director Levin introduced a resolution 
honoring President Silverman’s seven years of 
service. The resolution mentioned his under-
standing the value of an independent library 

system to Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights as well as his unfaltering support of 
the Lee Road Library renovation project.

Computer Gallery opens Jan. 19
The Computer Gallery will open Jan. 19 in 
the former Heights Arts space. The gallery will 
continue to exhibit the work of local artists. 
The Community Office, which formerly housed 
public computers, will be a dedicated confer-
ence room and classroom.
Choose to Read Ohio grant
The State Library of Ohio has granted a 
$5,211 Choose to Read Ohio grant for 2010. 
The community will be invited to read two 
books by Ohio authors this coming spring: 
The Amazing Escape of Curious George by 
Louise Borden and You Remind Me of Me, by 
Cleveland Heights author Dan Chaon.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. for more 
complete summaries view online post-
ings at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.

doctor who performed the first face 
transplant in the United States.
 Dr. Siemionow has written about 
the face transplant procedure in her new 
book, Face to Face: My Quest to Perform the 
First Full Face Transplant. 
 Subsequent talks will feature novel-
ist Dan Chaon, on March 2, and author 
and Case Western Reserve Florence 
Harkness Professor of Religion Tim 
Beal, on April 14. All sessions are free 
and open to the public, and will take 
place at 7 p.m. at Saint Ann Church, 
located at Coventry and Cedar roads. 
 For more information, and to regis-
ter visit the Heights Library events cal-
endar at www.heightslibrary.org or call the 
Coventry Village Library, 216-321-3400.
 

Tonya Gibson is an employee of the Heights 
Libraries who enjoys writing and photogra-
phy in her free time.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

Call 513-3070   
www.heightsobserver.org

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Baby Bop, 
Fridays, Feb. 5–26, 9:30 a.m.
Babysitting Clinic, 
Feb. 10–12, 6:30 p.m.–8 p.m.
Step Out of Time, 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.
Sledtime Stories, 
Saturday, Feb. 13, 2 p.m.
Jumping Flea Night,
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 7 p.m.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Story Stop, 
Wednesdays, Feb. 3–24, 10:30 a.m.
The Senior Spot, 
Wednesdays, Feb. 3–24, 12:30 p.m. 
Teen Talk Radio, 
Thursdays, Feb. 11 & 25, 4 p.m.

What’s going on at your library?
Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
A to Zoo, 
mondays, Feb. 2–22, 10:30 a.m.
Art Study Series Book Discussion - Paul 
Gauguin, Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.
Knitting Night, 
Tuesdays, Feb. 9 & 23, 7 p.m.
Third Tuesday Book Club, 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Noble Knitting Circle, 
Thursdays, Feb. 4 & 18, 6:45 p.m. 
Reading Rumpus, 
Fridays, Feb. 5–26, 10:30 a.m.
Karaoke Fridays, 
Fridays, Feb. 5 & 19, 4 p.m.
Mystery Evening, 
Thursday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.
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CH-UH Board of Education 
Meeting highlights
DECEmBER 15, 2009
All board members present.

Recognitions
·   Vincent Nemeth, physical education teacher 

at monticello middle School, was recog-
nized for receiving a $10,000 grant to 
improve student health.

·   Students from the 2009 summer STRETCH 
program were recognized for their Heights 
mural Arts course and the mural for the 
boardroom.

·   michael Cicero was recognized by CH 
Council member Ken montlack, School 
Board President Kal Zucker and Superinten-
dent Doug Heuer for his board service.

Vocal music
The school board approved the revised K-12 
vocal music course of study.

Student Rights and Responsibilities
The board approved the NEOLA Board 
Policy 5000 Series, Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, and the adoption of the tem-
porary Student Handbook for the 2009-2010 
school year.

Field trips approved
·   The Cleveland Heights High School Senior 

Ohio model UN field trip to Columbus, 
Ohio, Jan. 10-12.

·   The Cleveland Heights High School Swim 
Team field trip to Canton, Ohio, Dec. 
18–19, 2009.

·   The Cleveland Heights High School Bar-
bershop Group Grades 10-12 field trip to 
OmEA Conference Performance and Work-
shop in Cincinnati, Ohio, Jan. 28–29.

·   The Wiley middle School’s field trip to 
Washington, D.C., April 16-18.

·   The monticello middle School and Roxboro 

middle School field trips to Washington, D.C., 
may 5-7.

Grant applications
The board approved grant applications to the 
Reaching Heights School Team and Community 
Connection Grants for $9,015 and the Blue-
birds and Friends (study of the bluebird popula-
tion); Service Learning in Special Education, 
Cleveland State University for $11,000.

Millikin Elementary School property
The board tabled authorization of the millikin 
sale by public auction due to legal wording that 
might influence the sale.

Coventry building
The board approved the lease agreement of 
the Coventry building to University Hospitals of 
Cleveland.

Donations
The board accepted donations of:
·   Photography equipment for Cleveland Heights 

High School
·   miscellaneous school supplies to Roxboro 

middle and Elementary Schools
·   A 1995 SAAB to the Auto Technology pro-

gram of Cleveland Heights High School

State budget and district funding
The finance report is on the district’s Web site. If 
the state budget isn’t approved, there could be 
$1.5 million in budget cuts.

Extending the elementary school day
Dr. Joseph micheller, director of education 
services, presented a report on extending the 
elementary school instructional day. The district 
has 300 minutes of elementary instructional time 
daily, which is shorter than in the nearby districts 
surveyed. He proposed a 25-minute extension 
of mathematics instruction to make the CH-UH 

district more in line with other districts.
 The cost calculated to extend the day 
would not involve the certified staff, and the 
change would be minimal to after-school 
programs, school-day programs, and support 
services, such as cleaners and school bus driv-
ers. Parents would be informed and surveyed 
about this extension. A special board meeting is 
scheduled for Jan. 12 for a thorough discussion 
of this issue.

LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

JANUARy 5, 2010
All board members present.

Oath of office
Chief Financial Officer Scott Gainer gave the 
oath of office to Karen Jones, Ron Register 
and Kal Zucker. Nancy Peppler was elected 
president and Kal Zucker, vice president. Board 
meetings will continue to be the first and third 
Tuesdays of the month.

Elementary school-day extension
Tom Schmida, president of the teachers’ union, 
maintained that the school-day extension was 
negotiable. Superintendent Heuer felt that nego-
tiations were not needed.

Millikin property
Four residents, including three from the millikin 
neighborhood, stated that they would like 
to see this last green space and wetlands in 
the city remain as is. The resolution to sell the 
millikin property by public auction was not 
approved. Board President Nancy Peppler and 
Vice President Kal Zucker voted for it. The other 
board members wanted to give the community 
a chance to find someone who would keep the 
property green.

Student rights and responsibilities

The board appointed Joseph micheller, 
director of educational services and interim 
assistant superintendent, and Jeffrey Johnston, 
coordinator of support programs, as the 
board’s representatives to the Student Rights 
and Responsibilities Committee.

Field trips approved
·   Cleveland Heights High School Instrumental 

music Department’s 2010 Spring Tour to 
Cincinnati, OH and Louisville, Ky for march 
30-April 1.

·   Cleveland Heights High School French 
Students’ Field Trip to Paris, France for June 
11-25.

Jason West scholarship fund donation
The board accepted a $25 donation to the 
Jason West Scholarship Fund.

TIF agreement extended
The Tax Increment Financing agreement for 
the South Euclid side of Cedar Center has 
been extended to December 2010.

President Peppler’s priorities
School Board President Nancy Peppler stated 
that her priorities for this year were improving 
achievement for all students, moving forward 
with plans for Coventry and millikin proper-
ties, budgeting, and collaborating with the 
cities and the community.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

Space restrictions sometimes require 
the deletion of some proceedings. for 
more complete summaries view online 
postings at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.

National Merit and National Achievement Scholarship 
programs recognize Heights High seniors

Jacalyn Elfvin

Matt Zucker and Nataja Roberts, two 
Cleveland Heights High School seniors, 
have been named semifinalists in the 
first round of the 55th annual National 
Merit Scholarship Program and 46th an-
nual National Achievement Scholarship 
Program. Zucker is a National Merit 
semifinalist and Roberts is a National 
Achievement Scholarship semifinalist. 
 Heights High seniors Alexandra 
Miller and Lewis Pollis have been 
named National Merit Commended 
students, and seniors Erin Morris and 
Jaiye Sampson are National Achieve-
ment Outstanding Participants. 
 The semifinalists have earned the 
right to compete to become National 

Cleveland Heights students become abolitionists
Angee Shaker

The R.E.A.L. School at Heights High 
School was decorated in orange during 
the week of Nov. 9–13 to publicize the 
“Not For Sale” campaign sponsored by 
Stephanie Ashford’s African-American 
literature classes.
 When the unit on the literature of 
slavery was completed, Ashford shared 
some staggering statistics about the 
number of people who are victims of 
modern-day slavery in the United States 
and worldwide. 
 After further research, her students 
were eager to raise the awareness of 
others about human trafficking through 
a number of week-long activities. These 
included daily PA announcements; 
after-school sessions, such as Just for 
Girls: Staying Safe in an Unsafe World; 
a Freedom bake sale; and Wear Orange 
Day, when students and staff showed 
their support by wearing the color of 
freedom.
 Students raised $250, which they 
sent to Gracehaven House, a shelter near 
Columbus for young girls who have been 
commercially exploited. After learning 
about the crisis in their freshman seminar 

Merit and National Achievement finalists 
and scholarship winners. The National 
Merit Scholarship Program awards  8,200 
scholarships, worth $36 million, and the 
Achievement Scholarship Program awards 
800 scholarships, worth $2.6 million.

Jackie Elfvin is the administrative assistant in 
the Office of Communications and Community 
Engagement for the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights City School District.

classes, ninth graders in the Mosaic Ex-
perience and R.E.A.L. schools, as well as 
the African-American literature classes, 
created Freedom Walls to celebrate their 
personal freedoms and urge others to 
seek those same freedoms.
 “As students became more engaged 
in the project, they were no longer con-
cerned about getting a grade,” Ashford 
said. “They took pride in the work they 
were doing, and were overwhelmed by 
the positive response from the school 
community.”
 A link was added to a Freedom 
Chain for each student or staff member 
who donated time or money. By the end 
of the week, 288 people had become 
modern-day abolitionists. During the 
R.E.A.L. School awards assembly, class 
representatives brought out the 288-link 
chain and symbolically “broke” the chains 
of modern-day slavery.
 “This project brought attention to 
the global crisis of human trafficking that 
most people in our community know 
nothing about. It allowed my students to 
hone their skills in researching informa-
tion via the Internet, problem-solving, 
collaboration, summarizing, and public 
speaking,” Ashford said.  

Stephanie ashford’s african-american literature class with freedom Chain and freedom wall.

1975 Lee Road 
Cleveland Heights, 

Ohio 44118 
 

Phone 216.321.7100 
Fax 216.321.1115 

clydesbistro@gmail.com 

information system, will help to make 
communications more efficient, provide 
reliable student data and better access 
for staff, students and parents to effec-
tively monitor student performance. 
 “This first year with Infinite Cam-
pus is both rewarding and challenging. 
We are asking parents to have reason-
able expectations and patience as we 
become familiar with its major fea-
tures,” Assistant Superintendent Joseph 
Micheller said.
 Superintendent Douglas Heuer 
said, “Infinite Campus is another criti-
cal component of the district’s plan to 
redesign the teaching and learning 
environment to ensure our students 
are college ready and 21st–century life 
prepared.”

Angee Shaker is the coordinator of commu-
nications and community engagement for  
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.

infinitE campus continued from page 1
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School district wins award 
for innovative programs
Angee Shaker

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District has been 
recognized as a model for providing 
students with 21st-century skills, such as 
communication, collaboration, problem 
solving and critical thinking.
 The Hanover Research Council 
recently released a report profiling 15 
public school districts from across the 
country and two independent high 
schools in Ohio, all identified as provid-
ing students with these skills.
 CH-UH and the other districts 
were cited for their traditionally high 
graduation rates, assessment scores and 
attendance rates.
 The Hanover report highlighted 
some of the district’s programs that 
were said to exemplify 21st–century 
learning. These included the Preparing 

CH-UH aMC 8 top finishers
Angee Shaker

Winners of the American Math Com-
petition 8, held in November, were 
announced recently by the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.
 The American Math Competition 
8 is a 25-question, 40-minute, multiple 
choice exam in mathematics, designed to 
help students develop and enhance their 
problem–solving skills.
 On Nov. 17, when the exam was held 
for this school year, 93 of the district’s 5th 
grade ACT math students and 335 of its 
middle school students participated.
 The exam requires students to apply 
concepts taught in the classroom to prob-
lems that range from easy to difficult, 
and covers a wide range of applications. 
The problems are designed to challenge 
students and offer problem–solving ex-
periences beyond what they encounter 
in class.
 AMC 8 also aims to create positive 
attitudes toward mathematics and to pro-
mote excitement and enthusiasm about 
the subject. Another goal is to stimulate 
students’ interest in studying mathemat-
ics beyond the minimum required for 
high school graduation.
 “This contest provides an opportu-
nity for some of our most capable math 
students to compete on an international 
level and receive recognition for their 
achievement,” said Rebecca Quinn, di-
rector of gifted, enrichment, and middle 
level education. 

34th cleveland international film festival
march 18–28, 2010 tower city cinemas let’s go.  
clevelandfilm.org

All Students for Success in a Global 
Economy (PASSAGE) initiative; One-
to-One Teaching and Learning with 
Technology; Infinite Campus technol-
ogy for students, staff and parents; and 
the district’s documentary student film 
festival held at Heights High.  
 “We are very proud to be featured 
in this report,” said Assistant Superin-
tendent Joseph Micheller. “It is our goal 
to constantly stay ahead of the curve on 
technology and programming to give our 
students the best education possible and 
prepare them for continuing education 
and our ever-changing workplace.”
 All school districts described in the 
report share several common character-
istics, including sophisticated technol-
ogy programs and innovative curriculum 
initiatives, as well as a commitment to 
preparing students for the current and 
future workplace and environment. 

CH-UH students Jaylord butler and Chianne Charles learning with their new apple laptops.

 The following Cleveland Heights-
University Heights students had the 
highest scores within their respective 
schools and were designated as school 
winners by the Mathematical Association 
of America:
Wiley Middle School: Ann Zicari, 7th  
grade;                                                                         
Roxboro Middle School: Thomas Pharis, 
7th grade and Benjamin Sperl, 8th grade 
(tie);          
Monticello Middle School: Ashley Can-
non, 6th grade and Peyton Hastings, 7th 
grade (tie);
Roxboro Elementary School: Gavin 
Alcorn and Nicholas Edwards, both 5th 
grade and Mary Jane Reinhardt, 4th grade 
(three-way tie);                                                                            
Oxford Elementary School: Jaylen Harris, 
Amber Parks, Emillie Urban, and Michael 
Zapawa, all 5th grade (4-way tie);                                                                                                             
Noble Elementary School: Charles Ad-
ams, 5th grade;                                                               
Gearity Elementary School: Denas Ab-
ner, 5th grade                                                            
Fairfax Elementary School: Andrew Bell 
and David Fleischer, both 5th grade 
(tie);               
Canterbury Elementary School: Samira 
Reddy, 5th grade;                                                          
Boulevard Elementary School: Mariah 
Mendes, 5th grade.

from this tax were $19 million below 
the previous year. 
 Ohio covers only about 3 percent 
of operating costs—compared to a 
national average of 23 percent for state 
support. Ohio’s support for transit sys-
tems reached $43 million in 2002, but 
has been reduced to less than $11 million 
in the 2010–11 state budget. Falling rid-
ership, tied to fewer people working in 
the region, will bring 2009 fare receipts 
of about $4 million below budget. Fare 
receipts cover 20 to 25 percent of RTA’s 
operating costs.

rta continued from page 1

 RTA is not alone in its predicament. 
A recent study by the American Public 
Transit Association found that 9 of 10 
systems have cut  service or raised fares 
—or are in the process of doing so.
 Citizens interested in becoming in-
volved in the effort to secure greater and 
more dependable public transit funding 
in Ohio can visit www.policymattersohio.
org/SaveTransitNow.htm.

Vince Reddy is a FutureHeights board mem-
ber and a member of the Greater Cleveland 
RTA Citizens’ Advisory Board.
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a case against the alleged conspirators. 
Now, many of those homes are in fore-
closure. (Jan. 13)
 The CH-UH School Board tabled 
a proposal to lengthen the elementary 
school day by 25 minutes. It could have 
been implemented as early as Jan. 25, but 
instead will be reconsidered in April for 
a September rollout. (Jan. 13)
 Steve Presser, owner of Big Fun, 
hosted a dance on Jan. 23 at the Beach-
land Ballroom & Tavern to benefit his 
best friend, Cleveland Heights resident 
Jon Lash, who has lost his income, dis-
ability coverage and medical insurance 
due to complications following heart 
bypass surgery. (Jan. 17)
 And much more. Visit the Heights 
Observer: www.heightsobserver.org
 Join the discussion: www.heightsob-
server.org/deck

GEt thE nEws continued from page 1

X-Large 15" 16-cut 
one-topping for

$1299
chicken and X-cheese additional

offer expires 3/31/10

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

Call 513-3070   
www.heightsobserver.org
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hEIghtS kIDS

A rising Noble neighborhood star
Joy Henderson

On Nov. 22, Cleveland Heights High 
School senior Reggie Evans received the 
second-place award in Facing History’s 
Young Artists Speak Up art exhibit at 
the Western Reserve Historical Society 
in Cleveland. The exhibit runs through 
Feb. 26 and is part of Facing History’s 
Choosing to Participate community 
programming.  
 Reggie won for his self-portrait set in 
his Noble neighborhood, with the stars 
and planets visible. Reggie describes his 
style as realism with flair. He started tak-
ing art classes at Cleveland Institute of 
Art when he was 10 years old.

youth of the year named 
by Heights youth Center
Irene Smith

You would be impressed, as I was, to 
meet Clayton Harris, this year’s Youth 
of the Year at the Heights Youth Club.
 Sound character, leadership and 
the willingness to serve are the quali-
ties that make a Youth of the Year; 
qualities young people need in order to 
realize their full potential as productive, 
responsible and caring citizens. 
 Seventeen-year-old Clayton, a senior 
from Cleveland Heights High School, 
has been attending the HYC since it 
opened in 2007.  Back then, he thought 
the brick building with the white steeple 
at Lee Road and Washington Boulevard 
was a church, but a friend mentioned 
that the space had been converted into 
a great place for kids.
 Clayton had been a good student, 
but had nothing interesting to do af-
ter school. He’d walk around with his 
friends, wasting time, before going home. 
Once at the club, which is operated by 
the Boys and Girls Club of Cleveland, 
Clayton reveled in participating in its 
myriad programs, including ballroom 
dancing. Basketball is a particular passion 
of his and he always participates in the 
league. 
 The day I met with him he was 
boarding the bus for a game at the Broad-
way Boys and Girls Club.  HYC helped 
him secure jobs with the City of Cleve-
land Heights, raking leaves and shoveling 
sidewalks for elderly residents as well as 

Parenting Q&A

Ellen Barrett

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Heights 
Parent Center for the last 12 years, fields 
questions from parents about the daily ups 
and downs of parenting. The same issues 
impact many parents. If you have questions 
you would like Ellen to respond to in this 
column, e-mail her at ebarrett@heights-
parentcenter.org. 

Q. For several reasons my husband and 
I have decided not to send our almost 
three-year-old to preschool next year. 
It seems like most kids today get some 
kind of formal school before kinder-
garten and I am worried about him not 
being ready for school when he gets to 
kindergarten. Will he be behind the 
other kids?

A. Many families do not send their child 
to preschool for either financial reasons 
or personal choice. Parents and caregiv-
ers can provide many opportunities 
for children to learn the skills needed 
for kindergarten at home and around 
town.
 Here are some examples of simple 
ways to build literacy skills in your child 
(and have fun together) every day: 
•  Build powers of observation by ask-

ing your child questions about the 

landscape as you walk around the 
block. “Show me the white houses on 
the street.” 

•  Sharpen sentence structure and listen-
ing skills by having your child complete 
a sentence, such as “That green truck is 
(very noisy, going slow, the same color 
as my jacket).”

•  Develop sorting, matching and con-
trasting skills by involving him in 
household tasks. Have your child 
match pairs of socks or ask whose 
shirt is bigger.

•  Develop descriptive skills by using the 
grocery store for a good game of I Spy. 
“I spy something red, round, juicy and 
tastes good in pie!”

 In addition to literacy, socialization 
is an important skill that children need 
to develop. Make sure you give your 
child opportunities to play with other 
children, in settings other than your 
own home. There are many inexpensive 
ways for families to do this. Be sure to 
take advantage of all the local resources, 
such as museums, libraries, Family Con-
nections and the Heights Parent Center. 
Visit HPC’s free Family Literacy Play-
room, Little Heights, located at the Lee 
Road Library. Playing with your child 
at Little Heights will reinforce school 
readiness skills and build vocabulary 
that will set your child up for success. 

reggie evans’ self-portrait, “noble nights,” won second place in the facing History’s young artists 
Speak Up art exhibit at the western reserve Historical Society in Cleveland.

 “The painting shows my sanctuary—
my neighborhood—where I feel safe and 
at home,” he said. “Mrs. Hood-Cogan 
here at Heights gives me lots of creative 
freedom, but encourages me to work hard. 
Cleveland Heights is such a great place—I 
think we encourage upstanders here.” 
 The exhibit includes profiles of 
Upstanders, individuals and groups who 
have fought injustice, including 25 from 
the Cleveland area. It looks at the im-
portance of participating in a democratic 
society, inclusive communities and the 
consequences of action and inaction.  

Joy Henderson is the parent/community liai-
son at Cleveland Heights High School.

providing day care in the summer.
 Clayton’s current goal is to graduate 
from college with a degree in pharma-
cology and become a pharmacist like 
his older sister. He also wants to meet 
new people, try new activities and travel 
around the world. 
 Congratulations to Clayton, his 
mother Beatrice Dues, his six siblings 
and the staff at the HYC for being part 
of helping one of Cleveland Heights’ top 
kids look forward to a bright future.
 Let’s also root for Clayton to com-
pete successfully in the next rounds 
of Boys and Girls Club awards: State 
Youth of the Year, regional finalist, and 
National Youth of the Year.       

Irene (Renie) Smith is a founding member 
and secretary of the Heights Youth Club. 

Clayton Harris named youth of the year by Heights 
youth Center.

Lake View Cemetery 
Enter at Mayfield and Kenilworth Roads 

 
 

Winter Horticultural Walking Tour 
Saturday, February 20, 2010 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
$6.00 per person  

Pre-paid registration required 
 
 

With 70 undeveloped acres  remaining,  
we have over 100 years of  

burial space available. 
 

For a limited time, receive a 10% discount  
on our Cemetery Family Protection Program. 

   
For more information call 216-421-2665  

www.lakeviewcemetery.com 
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 Shop at locally owned businesses  
 Improve the local economy
 Support your charitable cause 

Use your I Buy NEO Community Card at these participating businesses:

New merchants are being added daily! Purchase your I Buy NEO Community  
Card at www.futureheights.org

Cleveland Heights
Abrash   
All Makes Vacuum   
Anatolia Cafe  
Antalya Red Square 
Appetite   
Atma Center  

Big Fun, Inc.   
Bussey’s Upholstery,  
 Foam n’ Fabric Inc.   
Catch A Critter   
Cedar Lee Pub and Grill   
Central Health   
Chris Holley-Starling  
 Photography   

Clothing Brigade   
Cut Hair Studio   
Diamond’s Men’s Store
Everything By Face   
Fashions by Fowler   
Fast Eddy’s Chop Shop   
Guy’s Pizza   
Hang It Up   

Healthy Alternatives  
Heart and Sole   
Heights Floral Shoppe
Huntington Learning Center  
 - University Heights   
Isle of Beads Inc
JFJ Live Talk Radio   
Mac’s Backs Paperbacks   

Motorcars Honda Inc   
Motorcars Toyota Inc   
On Cue Billiards   
Paul Hamlin Interiors   
Pizza BOGO   
Sanctuary by Joyce    
Seitz-Agin Hardware   
Simply Charming   

The Above Boutique   
The Stone Oven Bakery 
 & Cafe   
Washinton & Lee Service   
Wood Trader   

Support Northeast Ohio Businesses

COE_0052_FutureHghts_Ad2.indd   1 2/27/09   1:26:13 PM

Mac's Backs 
Books on Coventry   

1820 Coventry Rd.  
 

www.macsbacks.com  
 

216-321-2665 
 

3 Floors of New & Used Books  
and Magazines  

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $20 

I BUY NEO

Isle of Beads 
2499 Lee Blvd. 

In the Heights Rockefeller Building 
 

www.isleofbeadscleveland.com 
 

216-371-0173 
 

Remarkably beautiful and unusual 
beads that tell your creative story 

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $50 

Advertise your
I BUY NEO
offer here

Call 216-320-1423

heights eats

Christina Klenotic

If you’ve been missing chicken and 
waffles in the Heights since Phil the 
Fire left Shaker Square a few years ago, 
check out Mama Joyce’s soul food on 
Lee Road, which offers carry-out com-
fort food.
 The space, located near Anatolia 
Café, is petite, but the flavors are 
mighty. Sample chicken, fish and pork 
dinners in addition to burgers and Polish 
Boys; and don’t forget a side (or three), 
including mac ‘n’ cheese, yams, greens, 
cornbread and more.
 When a friend and I visited, we 
were touched by the hospitality of the 
staff, who shared how excited they are 
to open a space in Cleveland Heights 
because of the warm welcome they 
received from the community.

Mama Joyce’s serves up chicken and waffles with a smile

Chicken and waffles hit the spot for a reasonable $6.00.

Loren Sonkin

I am often asked how to educate oneself 
about wine. My answer is to drink as 
much and as often as possible. Although 
this usually meets with a few chuckles, 
it is the truth. Because I get this ques-
tion a lot, I thought I would outline a 
few strategies for those of us living in 
the Heights. 
 First, pay attention. If you like a 
wine, jot down the name and as much 
information about the wine as you know. 
Chances are, you will like other wines 
that have something in common with 
this one, e.g. grape variety, origin, style. 
 Second, make friends with your 

Wine 101 in the heights
local wine merchants. In our area, we 
have a couple of shops, The Grapevine 
and Cedar Green Wines. 
 Our  loca l  g rocer s ,  i nc lud -
ing  Za gara ’s ,  Da ve ’s  and  Hei -
nen’s, also have very good wine  
sections, operated by people who know 
and understand wine. Talk to these 
people. Let them know your price range, 
as well as the wines you have liked and 
disliked. They should be able to direct 
you to other wines that may suit your 
palate. 
 Third, don’t be afraid to experi-
ment. There are so many wines out 
there; the best way is to open a few 
bottles. That can, however, be prob-

lematic. Get a group of friends together 
when you do this. An easy way is to pick 
a theme based on grape, origin or price 
range. Have the host put all the bottles 
in plain brown paper bags so no one will 
know which wine is which. Taste the 
wines and, before the wines are identi-
fied,  have everyone tell which was his 
or her favorite and, hopefully, why.  
 Fourth, order wines in restaurants. 
Although you pay more in this setting, 
it can be a great way to try wines that 
match the food. 
 In this column I have talked about 
Turkish wines at Anatolia Café and 
Greek wines at Mad Greek. Most 
restaurants have at least a couple of 

reasonably priced selections on the list. 
In most of the world, wine is meant for 
food. Only in America has it become a 
cocktail. 
 The right wine can enhance the 
food. Some quick suggestions include 
Champagne with sushi; Riesling with 
Thai food; Syrah with Lebanese food; 
Cabernet with steak; and Pinot Noir 
with salmon.
 The best thing is that there are  
no wrong choices. When you find a wine 
you like, no one can tell you it’s not  
a good wine for you. Not only will 
you be supporting our local stores and  
restaurants, you also will be having 
fun. 

Loren Sonkin lives in Cleveland Heights. He 
is the winemaker for SonkinCellars.com in 
California and writes for IntoWine.com.

 The expertly seasoned chicken 
wings were tender and juicy, and the 
thick, buttery waffles had a delightful 
aroma of cinnamon ($6.00). I’ll defi-
nitely be back for more. The food kept 
well in the carryout boxes during our 
drive home.
 The seasoning for the tilapia and 
waffles pairing was a little on the bland 
side, but the flesh of the fish was juicy 
and delicious ($8.00). Other seafood 
combinations include perch and catfish.
 The yams ($3.00) swam in butter 
and cinnamon, and I couldn’t have been 
happier. The mac ‘n’ cheese ($3.00), 
however, was a little on the rich side—
perfect if you love a lot of cream.
 Orders are served up in about 10 or 
15 minutes by the friendly staff. Browse a 
Heights Observer on the counter or catch 
some TV time on the flat screen while 
you wait at one of the small tables up 
front.

Per her grandmother, Christina Klenotic is a 
“good eater.” She enjoys sampling our area’s 
eclectic restaurants, galleries and neighbor-
hoods.

Mama Joyce’s
2238 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

(216) 371-3100

Monday – thursday: 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday – saturday: 11 a.m. – 11 p.m.
sunday: 1 – 6 p.m.
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 Beef up @ the Pub 

 

 

30 original 

burgers 
 

$5 Burger + Beer 

everyday til 7pm 

and 

ALL Day + Night 

Monday 

2191 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights • 216.371.1713 

heights arts

Peggy Spaeth

On Tuesday, Feb. 16,  Whole Foods Mar-
ket is donating 5 percent of the day’s net 
sales to Heights Arts, and customers can 
help simply by showing up to shop. 
 This 5% Day will launch Fencepira-
tion, a Heights Arts temporary public 
art project in partnership with Whole 
Foods, the Coral Company and the City 
of South Euclid. Artists Carol Hummel 
and Debbie Apple Presser will involve 
community members in transforming a 
utilitarian construction fence on Cedar 
Road into a visually interesting, inspir-
ing and attractive streetscape element 
during the multiyear construction 
process. Fencepiration will use recycled 
materials and recycle them again after 
completion. A prototype will be on view 
on 5% Day.
 Free arty activities in the café during 
the day will include:
 11 a.m.–1 p.m. and 6–8 p.m.: 
Create elements for Fencepiration with 
Debbie Apple Presser,
 7 p.m.: Cleveland Heights Poet 
Laureate Gail Bellamy will read poems 
about food,
 At a time to be announced, 
Mayor Georgine Welo of South Euclid 
will officially launch Fencepiration.
 Those in attendance will enjoy com-
plimentary canned beverages, which 
—after rinsing—will be integrated into 
the piece.
 There will also be food haiku sprin-

taste the arts at Whole Foods

David Budin

When you watch the movie “Those 
Lips, Those Eyes” starring Frank Lan-
gella and Tom Hulce, you’ll notice a 
strong resemblance to Cain Park. That 
is because this coming-of-age story, 
about a young man who works behind 
the scenes at a summer theater in the 
1950s, was actually filmed at Cain Park 
in 1979.
 The movie doesn’t look exactly like 
Cain Park does today though, because 
it was filmed before the amphitheater’s 
major renovation. The film provides 
not only a look at life in the 1950s in 
the Heights and the rest of the country, 
it's also a real historical documentation 
of the original Cain Park. Back then, 
Cain Park's amphitheater did not have 
a roof, and the show was usually over 
if it started raining hard. Also, the the-
ater had stone and concrete boxes and 
wooden benches, rather than the seats 
it has today.
 It was the filming of the movie that 
caused the theater’s renaissance. By the 
late 1970s, it had fallen into disrepair. 
The production company invested a 
large amount of money to refurbish the 
theater for the film. It was that restora-
tion that enabled Cain Park to start the 
ambitious theater, dance and concert 
programming it has presented every 
summer since.
 To celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the film and of Cain Park as we know 
it today, the Friends of Cain Park will 
present a one-time showing of “Those 
Lips, Those Eyes” as a fundraiser at the 
Cedar Lee Theater on Sunday, Feb. 21, 
at 2 p.m. The event will include movie, 

Movie showing fundraiser celebrates 30th 
anniversary of ‘new’ Cain Park theater

Zahari Metchkov

Ensemble Secundum Silentium, com-
posed of alumni and students at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music and Case 
Western Reserve University, made its 
debut last February. The group, which 
is “dedicated to programming music 
that is both rarely performed and em-
braces devotional qualities,” celebrates 
its first anniversary with what it calls 
a “musical journey through eclectic 
compositions.”
 Its upcoming concerts—Friday, Feb. 
5, at First Church of Oberlin United 
Church of Christ, at 7:30 p.m., and 
Sunday, Feb. 14, at Saint Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Cleveland Heights, at 

New ensemble presents rarely performed music 

kled about the store and chamber music 
by Cleveland Orchestra musicians.  
  “We’re looking forward to giving 
Whole Foods customers a taste of what 
we do,” said John Panza, board presi-
dent of Heights Arts. “They’ll sample 
a public art project, poetry, and music 
throughout the day to become more 
aware of the flavor of the arts in our 
community.”
 “We are thrilled to support the 
goals of Heights Arts,” said Cheri Pat-
ton, store team leader for Whole Foods 
Market, Cedar Center. “Their initiatives 
to inspire public participation in the 
arts help to strengthen our community, 
and we are proud to take an active role 
in the organization’s current and future 
endeavors.”
 A schedule of free community 
workshops to help make elements for 
the Fencepiration project will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.
 For more information, call Heights 
Arts at 216-371-3457.
 
Peggy Spaeth is the executive director of 
Heights Arts.

candy, popcorn, pastries, wine and other 
beverages.
 Tickets for the benefit are $30 
each. For reservations, send a check and 
names of attendees to Friends of Cain 
Park, 2195 Delaware Drive, Cleveland 
Heights, OH 44106. For information, 
contact popcycles@sbcglobal.net or 
216-791-5149.

Freelance writer David Budin is the presi-
dent of Friends of Cain Park, which raises 
money to sponsor or cosponsor shows at the 
park, especially family-friendly fare, and 
some shows that are presented for free to 
the community. Friends of Cain Park also 
provides three $1,000 scholarships per year to 
graduating Heights High seniors to help them 
continue their studies of visual, musical and 
dramatic arts at the college level.

Whole Foods Market, Cedar Center

13998 Cedar Road 

(at Warrensville Center Road), 

University Heights

(216) 371-3457

7 p.m.—will include “The Last Sleep 
of the Virgin,” for string quartet and 
suspended handbells, written by John 
Tavener in 1991. As a curious bridge of 
time, ESS will perform a short work by 
the 16th-century composer John Tav-
erner. The centerpiece of the program 
will be selections from Tavener’s 2003 
“Schuon Lieder” cycle, for soprano, 
string quartet, piano and Tibetan temple 
gongs.
 For more information, contact  
Zahari Metchkov at zmetchkov@yahoo.
com or 214-394-9336.

Zahari Metchkov is a pianist, organist and 
faculty member at the Cleveland Institute 
of Music.

Original lobby poster for Those Lips, Those Eyes

Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

More stories online at www.heightsobserver.org
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• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn
this year with a customized lawn care program. Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and green again. To find out
how we can make your yard the envy of the neighborhood call today.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
Sign up early

and SAVE!
Sign up for a 2010 lawn care
program by March 15, 2010 and
you will receive both last year’s
pricing and one FREE organic
lawn builder application (up to
$75.00 in value).

Offer good through March 15,
2010 for both new and returning
customers. Code:HOB0310

LL_HO.0310.Final_Ad:Layout 1  1/29/10  8:32 AM  Page 1

New postal regulations got you down? 
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep 
you on time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com

heights arts

Nela Florist Inc.      Stan Soble

Phone (216) 451-8333   1-800-837-8333
Fax (216) 451-8336       
www.nelaflorist.net

2132 Noble Road (Opposite Nela Park)
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112

Stephen Titchenal

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library and the Northern 
Ohio Chapter of the Society for Indus-
trial Archeology (NOCSIA) will spon-
sor a showing of local filmmaker Valda 
Lewis’s 52-minute documentary, “Devil’s 
Oven: The Fire in the Heart of the Little 
Cities of Black Diamonds.” Following 
the screening at the Lee Road Library 
on Sunday, Feb. 28, at 2 p.m., Lewis will 
discuss the making of the film and answer 
questions.
 The documentary focuses on 
the mining towns of Hocking Hills, 
southeast of Columbus. It explores  
the industrial and labor history of the re-
gion and the efforts of current residents 
to recover from the social, economic 
and environmental consequences of 
the mining era. The film, set during the  
1884 labor strife that led to the found-
ing of the United Mine Workers of 

CH filmmaker to show documentary at Lee Road Library

Margi Griebling-Haigh

“Generation gap!” The term became 
popular as recently as the 1960s. It de-
scribes the cultural differences between 
insufferably dull, judgmental parents 
and their hip, enlightened and often 
eye-rolling offspring. Yet generational 
schisms have always existed within fami-
lies and are fascinating things to watch 
—from the outside, at least.
 Incidentally, HIP is also an acronym 
for “historically informed performance,” 
and describes part of the mission of 
Apollo’s Fire, the Cleveland Baroque 
Orchestra, which further pledges “to 
engage widespread audiences in its joy-
ous pursuit of artistic excellence.”
 Apollo’s Fire was founded in Cleve-
land Heights in 1992 by Jeannette Sor-
rell, sometime after she was told by a 
conducting teacher that she might as 
well look into another field, because 
orchestras would never accept a woman 
conductor. “That kind of attitude came 
as a big surprise to me,” Sorrell says, 
“because I grew up with parents who let 
me think I could do whatever I wanted 
to do.”
 No generation gap there, at any 
rate. Sorrell’s thriving ensemble unites 
a select group of early music special-
ists from throughout North America 
and Europe who play authentic period 
instruments. It has been praised locally 
and internationally for stylistic fresh-

Baroque family drama heats up musical stage

Carma
By Dianne Borsenik

got a dent in my carma
if you know what I mean

the fenders are muddy
I can’t wipe ‘em clean

can’t see through the windows
can’t open the door

the tires are flat and
there’s holes in the floor

forget pressing the brake
can’t stop it from going

no adjusting the heat
and the gas light is glowing

there’s hope in the engine
but none of it stays

my carma is used
and it’s seen better days

Dianne Borsenik is cofounder and co-
host of the monthly Lix & Kix Poetry 
Extravaganza in Lakewood, Ohio. Her 
work has appeared in Slipstream, Voices 
of Cleveland, and Haiku World: An 
International Poetry Almanac. Actor 
Jonathan Frid of “Dark Shadows” used 
three of her poems in his one-man play Gen-
esis of Evil. Her chapbook HardDrive/
SoftWear was published in 2009 by Crisis 
Chronicle Press.

 

heightsWrites
Meredith Holmes 

It takes courage to put your high-
mileage life up on the lift and give it a 
good, hard look.

ness and buoyancy, technical excellence, 
and for the creativity of Sorrell's pro-
gramming. 
 In her next series of concerts with 
Apollo’s Fire, called “Bach Family Fire-
works,” Sorrell has chosen to highlight 
the well-documented generation gap 
that fired up dinnertime conversations 
chez Bach. With 20 children, many 
trained as musicians by their illustrious 
parents, conflicts over musical taste 
must indeed have been noisy affairs. 
Yet each Bach was endowed with the 
marvelous family talent along with his 
or her own distinctive artistic voice.
 Veteran actor George Roth, fresh 
from a one-man triumph as Yogi Berra at 
Actors’ Summit in Hudson, will step back 
in time three centuries, don a powdered 
wig, like the one for which J.S. Bach’s sons 
teased their papa, and join Sorrell and 
Apollo’s Fire as they perform virtuoso 
concertos by J.S. Bach, C.P.E. Bach and 
J.C.F. Bach. The string players will bring 

their electricity to symphonies of the 
fiery Carl Philip Emmanuel Bach and the 
quirky youngest surviving son Wilhelm 
Friedeman Bach, and to concertos of 
the exuberant Papa Bach himself. Solo-
ists for the performance are violinist 
Julie Andrijeski, cellist Rene Schiffer and 
harpsichordist Jeannette Sorrell.
 These concerts will take place at 
7:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 4, at West-
minster Presbyterian Church, Akron; 8 
p.m., Friday, Feb. 5, at Fairmount Pres-
byterian Church, Cleveland Heights; 
8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 6, at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Cleveland Heights; 
Sunday, Feb. 7, at Rocky River Presby-
terian Church; and Tuesday, Feb. 9, at 
St. Noel’s Catholic Church, Willoughby.  
Preconcert lectures take place one hour 
before each performance.
 Tickets are $20–$60. Free stu-
dent tickets are available in Akron 
and Willoughby and special discounts 
are available for seniors and under-
30s. Visit www.apollosfire.org or call  
216-320-0012.

Margi Griebling-Haigh is a freelance com-
poser, oboist, and artist residing in Cleveland 
Heights.

America in 1890, takes its name from 
a century-old mine fire in New Straits-
ville, Ohio.
 Lewis read about the fire in an 
article in the Plain Dealer. Through a 
friend, she made contact with the Mon-
day Creek Restoration Project in New 
Straitsville to explore the possibility of 
making the film.
 Produced with funding from the 
Gund Foundation and the Ohio Hu-
manities Council, the documentary 
became an official selection at several 
film festivals, including the Cleveland 
International Film Festival, and received 
the Katherine Knight Award at the Earth 
Vision Environmental Film Festival.

Stephen Titchenal, retired technology teach-
er and media specialist, is secretary of  
NOCSIA. He currently scans and geo-
references old maps, which he shares on  
www.railsandtrails.com.
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Music Director Jeannette sorrell breaks apart the dueling J.s. Bach (george roth, left) and his trouble-
some son W.F. Bach (tom White, right) during a firey family dispute. 
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By Mike Kinsella

FutureNow, a new committee to sup-
port the work of FutureHeights,  
presented its first event on Jan. 14, a  
musical fundraiser at the Grog Shop. 
The event featured the entertainment 
of an all-Heights line-up of old boy, 
Twelve 21, Sixes and Sevens and Max 
Stern. 
 The Grog Shop provided a forum 
for friends, merchants, Heights resi-
dents and music lovers to come together 
to celebrate life in the Heights. More 

Futurenow event draws 150

x
CREATE A VALENTINE’S DAY 

TO REMEMBER 
gourmet chocolates

coffee and baked goods

palate -pleasing dining destinations

salon and spa services

unique gifts

art and theatre

Visit us at www.cedarlee.org

     

Warm up this winter atWarm up this winter at  

Parnell’s pubParnell’s pub   
Irish coffee 

menu 
 

• Traditional • 
• Bailey’s irish • 
• Phil’s coffee • 
• Sinful hot 
chocolate • 
• Hot toddy • 

 

 

 

all coffee made to order. 

Happy hour 
every day til 9pm 

 

$4 import drafts 
(excluding strongbow) 

$3 long island 
teas 

$5 cosmos & 
wine 

$8 pitchers 
(smithwicks + harp only) 

 

2167 lee road • 216-321-3469 
visit us on facebook for specials + events 

By Eleanor Mallet

When I walked into 
the Heights Youth 

Club on Lee Road, something in the 
air was sharply reminiscent. I suddenly 
recalled the days when my own kids, 
growing up, spent time at a Boys Club.
 Right past the front door, I got 
a blast of intense physical energy and 
body heat coming from the children in 
the gym. The room resounded with the 
delicious din of their play—at that mo-
ment, football. Kids were bounding up 
and down the floor, giving their all. But 
no one was out of control. Staff member 
Brandon Delk was in the middle of this 
hot contest, throwing passes as the kids 
stretched and strained for the ball. Delk, 
a graduate of the club and now in col-
lege, exerted a quiet power. That’s the 
magic of the Boys and Girls Club.
 It’s not like school and it’s not like 

a Kids’ sanctuary
home, each with their own strictures 
and expectations. It’s that third place, 
as essential to kids’ lives as cafés, pick-up 
basketball games or knitting circles are 
for adults.
 After school, the kids—about 70 a 
day—come through the door, sign in and 
after homework fan out to activities. 
They are in their place, a kid’s place. 
Sure, there’s plenty of adult supervision 
and they have to behave. But you see 
in their enlivened, focused faces the 
pleasure of play. That’s the club culture, 
and for only $10 a year.
 Some of the children have that end-
of-the-day look—straggly hair, untied 
shoes. But they also have that pent-up 
energy that finds its release in sports, 
artwork, or taking something apart. 
That’s when Marvin Rosenberg walks 
in with two computer keyboards and 
a toolbox under his arm. “Kids love to 
take things apart and see what’s inside,” 
he said. “When you retire, you have so 
much knowledge, you want to share it.” 
Like Rosenberg, many volunteers find 

their way to this club.
 When my children participated, it 
was for boys only. Now girls have defi-
nitely taken their place. Eight-year-old 
Trinity Williams, in her pink-trimmed 
boots, plays football with the boys. 
Between plays, she practices her expert 
cartwheels and handstands.
 Nine out of ten in the martial arts 
class downstairs, with David Jones, are 
purposeful, confident girls. They belt 
out “Kiai! Kiai!” as they practice the 
kicks and arm movements with con-
trolled power.
 Headed by Roscoe Morgan, the club 
opened in Jan. 2007 in partnership with 
the Boys and Girls Club of Cleveland. 
It took a plucky, persevering board to 
buy, renovate and equip the building, 
at a cost of $1.6 million. The gym, now 
with sturdy grates on the windows and 
basketball hoops, was once the sanctu-
ary of the Heights United Presbyterian 
Church.
 This club is more structured than 
the one my kids attended. Children 

must first complete their homework in 
the computer room, under the watchful 
eye of volunteer Thomas Johnson. Once 
finished, they can go to the art room,  
the gym, or the game room with ping 
pong, air hockey, pool and foosball. 
Teens have their own game room  
upstairs. At 5 p.m. the kids gather for 
a hearty meal. The day I was there, it 
was baked chicken, green beans, maca-
roni and milk from the Cleveland Food 
Bank.
 As I prepare to leave, I see that 
children are gathered around Martin 
Rosenberg. Some are studying the 
underside of the opened computer 
keyboard; others are popping off the 
keys with a small screwdriver. Art room 
volunteer Debra Wherry-Bey poked her 
head in, “We can use those keys in art 
for collage,” she said.

Eleanor Mallet is a longtime explorer of the 
nooks and crannies in the Heights. Her col-
umn, Observing in the Heights, explores the 
special people and places in the Heights.

than 150 people attended and raised 
more than $700 for FutureHeights.
 FutureNow is charged with engag-
ing the next generation of Heights 
friends and supporters by creating and 
planning events and maintaining a social 
networking presence for FutureHeights. 
The committee is always looking for 
new energy and talent.

Mike Kinsella is a member of the Future-
Heights board of directors and the chair 
of FutureNow. Contact him at kinsella1@
sbcglobal.net for more information. L. to r. friends Jenna Fournier and Ben Barr and old boy members Mike Kinsella and shawn Brewster. 
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chedule a heating system tune-up to keep your system clean and efficient
Schedule prior to 4/30/10 and pay $98 (normally $154)

dd a humidifier – moist air makes the air feel warmer

ents should be replaced for faster venting on steam boiler systems

nstall a digital and programmable thermostat 

ew high efficient heating equipment should replace outdated models

auge water heater temperature and lower if possible 

et back your thermostat at night or when away for more than four hours 

c 

c
c

c
c
c
c

HANN’S HEATING HINTS

Follow these energy-saving hints 
to help reduce natural gas costs 
this winter without giving up the 
comforts of your home.  Coupon 
is not valid with any other 
discounts or offers. Standard 
tune-up allows for 45 minutes of 
labor, parts additional. Valid only 
during normal workday hours 
(Mon– Fri, 8am to 3:30pm). 216-932-9755 
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PLUMBING  
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING  

Owned and operated 
by Chris and Bill Hann.

P

MAC’S MARATHON 
Same location since 1977 

 
2 Certified ASE Mater Technicians 
All Types of Mechanical Repairs 

Domestic & Import, Light Truck & Auto Repair 
Licensed E  Check Repair Facility 

 
 
 
 

 

1828 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Heights 
216.321.3113 

macs9577@sbcglobal.net 
 

Reliable. Honest. 100% Satisfaction. 
 

Windshield Wiper. BUY ONE/GET ONE FREE with ad 

Scott Berman Ken Block 

Ohio Lottery We Recycle 
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Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, Ohio 44127 . www.nhscleveland.org 

COMMunity neWs

Meals on Wheels of Cleveland heights, inc. 

is in need of volunteers to fill the following 

positions: deliver to homebound seniors 

any weekday 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; 

pick-up food at a.M. Mcgregor home and 

deliver to Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

any weekday 9:30–10:30 a.m.; package 

food at Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

any weekday from 10:30–11:30. Call 

Mary sayre at 216-691-9337.

vOlUNtEEr matc h

Bob Rosenbaum 

On Jan. 23, nearly 200 Heights-area 
residents and other friends of Jon Lash 
gathered at the the Beachland Ballroom 
and Tavern in Cleveland, to dance, party 
and help a friend in need.
 The event, dubbed Benefit for 
a Buddy, was the work of Big Fun 
owner Steve Presser, a close friend of 
Lash since childhood. Each attendee 
paid at least $10; Presser continues to  
accept  donations at Big Fun on Cov-
entry from supporters who couldn’t 
attend.
 Lash, who also lives in Cleveland 
Heights, suffered neck and spinal dam-
age from complications during a 7-hour 
heart bypass operation. The injury left 
him in constant pain and unable to 
sleep or work, Presser says. Formerly 
an accomplished athlete, Lash is unable 
to lift any significant weight, and even 

Big Fun owner holds dance to benefit friend
walking has become difficult. After los-
ing his job of 13 years, a clerical decision 
at his former employer also resulted in 
the loss of disability coverage and, more 
recently, medical insurance. That's when 
Presser put together the benefit.
 “Today and most days, Jonny lives 
with what he says on his scale is an aver-
age pain-level of eight—off the charts for 
most of the rest of us,” Presser says of 
Lash. “[He] is a great father to his three 
kids. He does amazing things with and 
for them, considering his situation."
 Lash has legal representation, but 
the process by which he hopes to receive 
disability compensation is expected to 
take months. In the meantime, proceeds 
from the benefit will defray living ex-
penses.
 The event featured two bands— the 
Del Rio Bandits and Cats On Holiday, 
both of which played for free to help 
the cause. The facility itself was also 

donated for the evening, as were profits 
from the bar.
 "This is about community,” Presser 
says. "This is about us taking care of one 
of our own. Jonny is a humble guy. He 
does not like handouts. He would be 
working if he could."
 The benefit was boisterous and 
upbeat. Lash attended, spending most 
of the evening gracefully accepting pats 
on the back that, given his medical 
condition, looked as if they were both 
welcome and uncomfortable.
 But his ability to talk about the 
display of friendship was limited: “This 
is amazing,” he said. “I’m pretty much 
speechless.”

Bob Rosenbaum, who considers both Presser 
and Lash to be friends, attended the benefit 
but failed to take a single picture. Donations 
are still being accepted at Big Fun; checks 
should be made payable to Jon Lash.

Kathy Dawson

Q:  Valentine’s Day is around the corner 
and I’m feeling anxiety. I’m romantically 
challenged and have no clue what to do 
for my wife. Can you help?
a:  Valentine’s Day in our culture can be 
a bit intimidating, but the definition of 
romance is very simple. Romance means, 
“You matter to me,” and can be expressed 
in small or large ways. To help you send 
this simple but meaningful message to 
your wife, here are 10 ideas:
•  Share a bottle of wine from the year 

you first met.
•  Give her a family heirloom: mother’s 

pearls, great aunt’s cameo, etc.
• Bundle up and go on a moonlit picnic.
•  Give your wife’s hands the royal treat-

ment:  massage and manicure.
•  Send a love letter wrapped in a big box 

and have it delivered by registered mail 
to your home or her office.

•  Send a Valentine’s Day card every day for 
a week leading up to Feb. 14.

•  Frame the lyrics to “your song” and 
give them to her.

•  When planning a romantic dinner, 
use all five senses—smell, taste, touch, 
sight, and sound—to make the evening 
unforgettable.

•  Tint your popcorn red for a Valentine’s 
Day movie date.

•  Lead your wife to a location in your 
home by leaving a trail of Hershey 
Kisses, at the end of which is a note say-
ing, “I kiss the ground you walk on.”

Kathy Dawson is a Cleveland Heights 
author and relationship coach. If you have 
a question for Kathy, e-mail her at kathy@
kathythecoach.com.

The energy-efficient way to heat and cool your home or  
business.  We specialize in retrofitting Heights homes!

Call 216-906-1300 or email J.Shorey@NorthcoastGeothermal.com for more information.

 

Northcoast Geothermal*, Inc.
 Design and Construction Services

Making the planet greener, one 
house at a time.

*Noun 1.
geothermal energy

side by side

Greg Coleridge

“This would meet many of our needs!” 
That was the sentiment of one of 30-
plus attendees at a meeting to discuss 
community currency and exchange 
systems in the Heights. The Jan. 20 
meeting, sponsored by FutureHeights 
and the Northeast Ohio American 
Friends Service Committee, addressed 
how a local complementary currency 
could help both area residents and  
small businesses who may be short on 
dollars but plentiful in goods, services or 
time. A community currency is a tool to 
facilitate exchanges of goods or services 
that otherwise wouldn’t take place.
 A presentation outlined the his-
tory and nature of money, limits and 
problems of the dollar-based economy, 
benefits of a complementary “money” 
system, and several models of com-
munity currency and exchange sys-
tems, such as barter, the HOURS and  
BerkShare forms of paper currencies, 
and the Time Bank and Local Eco-
nomic Trading Systems (LETS) forms of  

Residents explore launching local currency 

mutual credit systems. 
 Printed and circulated local scrip 
or currencies existed in hundreds of 
communities—29 in Ohio alone—
during the Great Depression. They were 
used to stimulate business, employment 
and trading. These scrips were issued 
by municipalities, school boards and, 
in some cases, businesses.
 The group agreed to take three to 
six months to publicly explore launching 
a complementary local currency system. 
The next meeting, open to anyone inter-
ested, will take place Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
at 7 p.m. in the Activity Center of the 
Lee Road Library, 2345 Lee Road. 

Greg Coleridge is director of the Northeast 
Ohio American Friends Service Committee.

university heights Depression-era $10 note.
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Create a Lasting Legacy
 

Don’t lose your family’s greatest 
treasures the stories that define 
you. Record your family history 

in a professional setting. 
  

Lisa Manzari 
 Family Stories Aloud  

216-906-7496 
womanzari@ameritech.net 

N&J Cleaning Service
 

(216) 215-6633 
(480) 286-4415 

 ndacleaning@aol.com 
 

Serving the Heights  
for over 20 years! 

 

Call us to set up an appointment  
and show us around your house.  

We clean YOUR home, like OUR house! 
 

*Refer your friends and your next cleaning is free! 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

216-291-2523        
or 

216-322-9180 (cell) 

Ted Stone Professional Painting Co. 

WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST 

Painting, Interior & Exterior  
Deck Refinishing, Power Washing 
Water Damage Repair, Plastering 
Minor Household Repairs 
Wallpaper, Small Drywall Jobs 

If it’s a task you don’t want to tackle or a sight you 
don’t want to see, give us a call! 

SAVE $$ 
NOW! 

DOGTOPIATM

Doggy
Daycare &
Overnight
Boarding in
Cleveland Hts.
291-0605

www.dogtopia.net

DogT classified:Layout 1  4/10/09  8:54 AM  Page 1

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

SEITZ 
-AGIN 

HARDWARE 

Service, Quality,  
Community 

 

(216) 321-4630 
2271 LEE ROAD 

 

SEITZ-AGIN.COM 

 

* DARE TO COMPARE * 
  

AUTO INSURANCE 
HOME/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS 
LIFE INSURANCE 

  

$35 LIABILITY 
$70 FULL COVERAGE 

  

"We can beat your rates" 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road  (216) 691-9227 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 
216-904-1786 

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

Custom    Quality    Craftsmanship 
references available 

 

    216.233.9253 
 

Garages, Decks, Fences 
Replacement Windows 

Custom Carpentry 

  a Cleveland Heights business   
licensed, bonded, insured 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
 
 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 

only $23.95 
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  

• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 3/31/10 

SIMONS AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

 

SIMON DAHER 
Manager 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

Simone Quartell

In October, nine-year-old Riley O’Neill 
of Cleveland Heights welcomed Jingle, 
a service dog from 4 Paws For Ability, 
to help her with her Asperger’s syn-
drome.
 Riley and her family traveled to the 
4 Paws headquarters in Xenia, Ohio, to 
receive training with Jingle. The family 
spent 10 days receiving full-day training. 
While in Xenia, they learned commands 
for Jingle and how to walk her, among 
other things.
 Jingle’s training began long before 
she met the O’Neill family. The one-
year-old dog, part Australian shepherd, 
and part boxer, is now in her fifth home. 
After being rescued at a Kentucky 
shelter and taken to 4 Paws, Jingle was 
placed with a foster family, where she 
learned basic obedience.
 Asperger’s is an autism-related 
syndrome that can make it difficult for 
a person to pick up social cues—and 

therefore become easily frustrated. Ri-
ley’s mother, Michelle O’Neill, said the 
goal is for Jingle to calm Riley before she 
has a “full-blown meltdown.” Currently, 
Jingle is alerted if Riley starts to become 
upset and comes to calm her down. If 
Riley calms down, she then gives Jingle a 
treat (only Riley can give Jingle treats).
 Jingle currently accompanies Riley 
to martial arts class and cello lessons. 
4 Paws recommends that dogs not go 
to school until the child and dog have 
a good rapport. Riley will be home 
schooled for the remainder of fourth 
grade to help build that bond.
 Jingle has been helpful at home 
and is “a source of comfort” to Riley, 
O’Neill said. The dog sleeps in Riley’s 
room and responds immediately when 
Riley becomes distressed, which O’Neill 
credits for a decrease in the severity of 
Riley’s meltdowns. Jingle comes along 
anywhere that may be stressful for Riley, 
and will join the family on vacations.
 4 Paws for Ability was founded by 

Craftsman Woodworking 
 

Radiator Covers 
Book Cases 

Tables, All Types 
Shelving, Built in/Free Standing 

 

Built of Select Hardwood to Coordinate 
With Your Home’s Interior 

 

Free Consultation/Estimate 
 

Michael Madorsky 
216.321.7729 

service Dog helps heights girl 

Karen Shirk, who had a service dog to 
help her with myasthenia gravis, a neu-
romuscular disease. Shirk believes it was 

because of her dog that she is alive today. 
As of January 2010, the organization has 
provided over 500 service dogs.
 To prevent wealthier families from 
having an advantage, 4 Paws does not 
allow families to pay for the service 
dogs, but requires them instead to 
raise funds for the organization. Riley’s 
story, including a donation request, was 
printed in the December 2008 Heights 
Observer, and the family completed their 
fundraising ($11,000) in less than two 
months. 
 “We are very grateful to the commu-
nity for that,” Michelle O’Neill said.

Simone Quartell is a 2009 graduate of Cleve-
land Heights High School and is studying 
journalism at Kent State University. 

service dog helps heights girl

THE ACT II SHOP
 

...where everything has an encore 
 

Clothing and Accessories 
Housewares, Gift Items,  

Art and Collectibles 
 

ALL FEBRUARY  
SALES GO TO 

EPISCOPAL RELIEF 
AND  

DEVELOPMENT  
FUND/HAITI 

 

In addition to a $1,000 gift  
made in January 

 

2747 Fairmount Boulevard, CH 
(enter through back entrance) 

216.932.5815 
 

Store hours: Th.& Fri. 10-3, Sat. 10-1 

riley with her new best friend, Jingle, a service dog from 4 Paws for ability.
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Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 
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hOMe & garDen

Douglas Freer

Now is a good time to look at your yard 
and garden and make plans for the up-
coming season. Home or yard improve-
ment projects often feel overwhelming, if 
you’re unfamiliar with the work involved. 
Even avid do-it-yourselfers find occasion 
to call on the expertise of a professional 
contractor to help them through certain 
aspects of a challenging project.
 To maximize the value of your 
investment in a landscape project, con-
sider both the order of operations to be 
performed as well as operations that can 
be combined. For example, if you are in-
stalling a patio, it might be the right time 
to consider adding a tie-in or connection 
for future drain tile. 
 Taking advantage of the heavy equip-
ment on-site for the patio will decrease 
costs for the drainage later on. Also, if the 
future drainage work will require pulling 
up a section of the new patio, install-
ing a tie-in beyond the patio will avoid 
disruption of the patio and additional 
restoration costs later.
 Regardless of the size of the project, 
consider these money-saving steps:
•  Prepare a budget. This will help estab-

lish your priorities, set realistic limits 
and keep the project focused. 

•  Determine whether there are projects 
that you can combine and complete at 

JFsa accepting applications for Berger scholarship

Toby Bresky

Jewish Family Service Association is 
accepting applications for the Jack 
W. and Shirley J. Berger Scholarship. 
The fund was established in 1988 by 
two former Clevelanders to help and 
encourage students entering college to 
attain academic excellence in a secular 
institution.
 Students awarded this scholarship 
can receive funding of $2,000 each year 

for up to four years of college if they 
maintain a 3.0 GPA. Interested students 
can obtain an application form from 
their guidance office. The deadline for 
submissions is March 4.
 Recipients will be selected by May 
21. For more information, contact your 
school guidance counselor.

Toby Bresky is the manager of college scholar-
ships and financial aid  for the Jewish Family 
Service Association.

the same time.
•  Determine if the project can be broken 

into several phases. Understand how 
the project will be left and make a plan 
for returning to it so you are not left 
living in a construction zone.

•  Plan in advance to eliminate waste.

 The following order of operations 
may not be appropriate for all jobs, but 
it shows a complete start-to-finish for 
a major yard and garden overhaul. Proj-
ects vary, requiring more or fewer steps, 
depending on the scope of work.
1.  Remove existing undesirable ele-

ments.
2. Excavate the site.
3.  Perform rough grading for major 

changes.
4. Repair or install drainage.
5.  Install base/footer.
6.  Install infrastructure, such as plumb-

ing and electrical.
7.    Install hardscaping, such as patio, 

retaining walls and structures.
8.  Perform grading to establish lawn and 

bed areas.
9.   Install low-voltage lighting and irriga-

tion systems.
10. Prepare/install planting beds and 

plants.
11.Install lawn/yard.
 Whether working with a profes-
sional to design and plan out your proj-

Maximize value of yard and garden improvements

ect or going it alone, energy and effort 
invested during the planning stage of 
your project will help to keep you on 
target and on budget. 

Douglas Freer is a Cleveland Heights native 
and the owner of Lawn Lad, Inc., which 
provides residential landscape services in 
the Heights area. Call 216-371-1935 or visit 
www.lawnlad.com

Susanna Niermann O’Neil

The City of Cleveland Heights will host 
a “Countdown to the Census” meeting 
on Thursday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. at the 
Cleveland Heights Community Center, 
located at Monticello Boulevard and 
Mayfield Road.
 Representatives from the U. S. 
Census Bureau will discuss ways in 
which community members can help 
spread the word about the importance 
of being counted. Members of religious 
institutions, businesses, nonprofit or-
ganizations and the general public are 
encouraged to attend.
 The 2010 Census aims to count all 
U. S. residents—citizens and nonciti-
zens alike. In March 2010, the Census 
Bureau will deliver a short 10-question 
form to every household in America, 

and will require residents to fill in the 
form to account for everyone living at 
an address as of April 1, 2010. A prepaid 
envelope will be included with the form 
so that residents can mail it back as soon 
as possible.
 “When you fill out the census form 
and provide information based on your 
household,” said Mayor Ed Kelley, 
“you’re making a statement about what 
resources our community needs going 
forward. 
 The most important thing you can 
do for your community in 2010 is answer 
the 10 questions on the Census form 
and mail it back.”
 For more information, call Com-
munity Relations at 216-291-2323.

Susanna Niermann O’Neil is vice city man-
ager of the City of Cleveland Heights.

Cleveland heights holds 2010 census meeting

after: Backyard seating was created using sandstone already on site.  recycling existing materials is 
one practical way to keep landscape renovation costs down.

THE CIM OPERA THEATER PRESENTS

Ariadne 
auf 

Naxos
February 24 – 27 

at 8:00 p.m.

Richard Strauss blends the suspense and delight of comedy
and tragedy in this wonderful opera. The story unfolds
when a party is planned with entertainment to include
both a “serious opera” company and a commedia dell’arte
troupe. With the evening growing later and pressure
mounting to complete the entertainment before the
party’s grand finale, the host demands that both companies
perform together. Surprisingly the result is a great success,
with romance triumphing to some of Strauss’ most
delectable music. This rarely performed masterpiece is
sung in German with projected translations so you won’t
miss any of the action.

Don’t miss this unforgettable production directed by
David Bamberger and performed with the 

CIM Orchestra, conducted by Harry Davidson.

Tickets on Sale Now!
$15 for adults; $10 for students, seniors and groups of 10 or more.

Order online at cim.edu or call 216.791.5000 x411
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HONDA / TOYOTA / SCION 

Serving the Heights since 1986.
If you haven’t experienced the unbelievable customer service of Motorcars Honda and Toyota in Cleveland 

Heights, simply ask your friends or neighbors about our reputation. With over 20,000 satisfied customers, its 
not hard to find someone in the Heights community who is a Motorcars “Customer for Life”.

Here are some of the ways we make buying and servicing your Honda or Toyota at Motorcars an easy decision -

SERVICE UNTIL 3AM

FREE CAR WASHES
DOWNTOWN SERVICE CENTERS

ONLINE SERVICE APPOINTMENTS
FREE 10 YEAR/100,000 MILE 
  POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

N

MAYFIELD RD

SU
PERIO

R RD

CEDAR RD

2950, 2953 & 2888 Mayfield Rd
Cleveland Heights, 44118
(Located at the corner of Superior 
and Mayfield Rds.)

*Call for more details on our rewards program and how 
we create “Customers for Life”

216-932-2400
www.motorcarscleveland.com

Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle

You design your lifestyle.
Judson makes it happen.

The Judson experience is all about Smart Living – living the way you choose.
Whether you live at Judson or in your home, you have plenty of options to take
charge of your life’s direction. Discover limitless opportunities. Call (216) 791-2436
or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.
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