
Heights Observer April 6, 2010     www.heightsobserver.org1

 CSA progrAmS bring the fArm to you

 

HEIGHTS OBSERVER
inSiDe

read local. shop local. 

FREE

takE o
nE

Remembering Officer Thomas Patton

continued on page 3

continued on page 3

4
Former CH 
mayor runs 
for county 
council

8
Heights High 
achievers 

13
Brew-n-Bistro 
has a new look 

19
Walk to fight 
childhood 
cancer

Fu
tu

re
H

ei
gh

ts 
21

63
 L

ee
 R

oa
d 

#
10

3
C

le
ve

la
nd

 H
ei

gh
ts,

 O
H

 4
41

18

  

N
on

pr
ofi

t O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
U

S 
Po

st
ag

e
PA

ID
C

le
ve

la
nd

, O
H

Pe
rm

it 
no

. 9
20

D
el

iv
er

 t
o

 a
d

d
re

ss
ee

 o
r 

cu
rr

en
t r

es
id

en
t

continued on page 8

Serving Cleveland Heights and University Heights   •   Latest news updates at www.heightsobserver.org 

Published by

Volume 3

Number 4 

april 6, 2010

Concerned Citizens 
formalize group

Anita Kazarian

Concerned Citizens of University 
Heights met on March 11 at the CH-UH 
Library on Cedar Road to adopt a mis-
sion statement. The grassroots group 
took off when city council approved 
placing a charter amendment on last 
November’s ballot to change the city 
government from a mayoral to a city 
administrator form.
 Following the defeat of that pro-
posal, Concerned Citizens decided to 
organize officially with a mission state-
ment, which says the group “strives to 
give constructive feedback to the mayor 
and council . . . for the betterment of 
the city. It is our desire that residents 
will become involved to promote 
civic engagement through openness and 
transparency.”
 The group is open to all University 
Heights residents. Its chair, Pat Baskin, 
invites residents to visit the Web site 
at www.ch4uh.com to read its goals and 
action plan. Baskin can be reached via 
e-mail at pattiepa@roadrunner.com.

Anita Kazarian lives in University Heights. 
Contact her at AnitaKazarian@gmail.com.

For almost 100 years, Heights Hardware 
draws customers with location and service
Kim Sergio Inglis

Founded in 1911, just eight years after 
Cleveland Heights was incorporated as 
a village, and ten years before it would 
become a city, Heights Hardware still 
occupies its original location, at 1792 
Coventry Road.
 Owner Tom Gathy credits that con-
sistent location with much of his store’s 
success, and says, “I believe it is the 
oldest hardware store in the Cleveland 
area to still be in the same location.”
 In its first century, Heights Hard-
ware had just four owners, starting with 
the Weiskopf brothers. It has been a 
family business—albeit an extended 

Lita Gonzalez

For the second time in recent years, 
Cleveland Heights police donned black 
ribbons, this time to mourn the loss of 
fellow officer Thomas Patton.
 Just three years ago, officer Jason 
West died in the line of duty.
 On March 13, Patton responded 
to a call at Marc’s on Coventry Road 
and assisted other officers in pursuit of 
a suspect. At Glenmont and Mayfield 
roads, Patton bent over, rested his 
hands on his knees for a moment and 
then continued running. He collapsed 
and was transported to Huron Hospital 
where he was pronounced dead a short 
time later. The Cuyahoga County Coro-
ner’s office said Patton died of a cardiac 
incident.

Officer Thomas Patton

From left: employees Will Baker and Paul Ilkonich with owner Tom Gathy and son Andy.

one—since Gathy’s second cousin, Os-
car Elton, purchased the store from the 
Weiskopfs, after returning from World 
War II.
 Gathy and his son, Andy, cite their 
inventory and service, as well as location, 
as playing a large role in attracting and 
retaining customers. Andy states, “We 
are probably the oldest Benjamin Moore 
dealer in the Cleveland area. We repair 
and fabricate windows and screens, we 
custom cut glass and lumber, offer lamp 
repair service, and we still sell chain, 
rope, pipe and wire by the foot.”  
 Gathy points out that many of their 
customers walk to the store; for those 

 Patton, 30, had served nine years as 
a Cleveland Heights police officer. He 
was the only son of State Senator Tom 
Patton. He is survived by his fiancée 
Tricia Sindelar and his four-month-old 
daughter, Kayleigh Evelyn Patton.
 Police work ran in the family. His 
grandfather, John T. Patton, joined 
the Cleveland Police Department in 
1946. His uncle, Tim Patton, a retired 
Cleveland police officer, said that when 
Patton was only five years old, he would 
talk about becoming a policeman.
 The preliminary coroner’s finding 
shocked those who knew and worked 
with him. The 6-foot-5-inch, 190-pound 
officer had no history of heart trouble 
and was a former cross-country star. He 
was training with a fellow officer for a 
10-kilometer race, said his uncle Tim 

Patton.
 Mayor Ed Kelley called officer Pat-
ton “the kind of guy you would want as 
your next door neighbor, your friend, 
your fellow officer.”  Patton, who often 
worked the night shift, had been plan-
ning to buy a home in Cleveland Heights 

2nd
Anniversary 

Issue!

Michelle Bandy-Zalatoris

Do you know where your food comes 
from? Would you like to find a more sus-
tainable way to bring food to your table? 
The Geauga Family Farms Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) program 
is bringing fresh, organic produce to 
several pick-up points throughout the 
Heights for the 2010 season.
 Members of the general public can 
become partners or shareholders of a 
local farm by purchasing a portion of 
that farm’s growing season. In return, 
members receive a weekly delivery of 
fresh produce from the farm. By invest-

ing in the farm at the beginning of the 
growing season, members provide money 
to the farm when it is most needed.
 The increase in the number of CSA 
programs available throughout the region is 
a testament to the success of this approach, 
as well as to the community’s growing in-
terest in supporting local farms. Northeast 
Ohio produces a wide variety of produce, 
and many shareholders appreciate meeting 
the people who grow their food.
 Last year, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Cleveland Heights hosted a pick-up 
site,  with 50 members for its initial year. 
The program was open to anyone, and 
members picked up their bags of produce 

on Saturday mornings in the parking lot. 
Additional sites have been added for the 
2010 season, including Ruffing Montes-
sori School in Cleveland Heights, First 
Unitarian Church of Cleveland in Shaker 
Heights and the Maltz Jewish Commu-
nity Center in Beachwood.
 In addition to providing fresh pro-
duce to its members, the Geauga Family 
Farms program provided an another 
benefit to the greater Heights commu-
nity. Last season, produce remaining at 
the end of the weekly two-hour pick-up 
period at St. Paul’s was delivered to the 
Heights Emergency Food Center, pro-
viding fresh food to families in need.
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 The Geauga Family Farms CSA in-
cludes only certified organic farms for the 
2010 season. While recognizing that this 
can create additional challenges, such as 
pest control and fertilization, the farmers 
are committed to practices that sustain 
the earth and its soil.
 “If we can’t perform our work with 
integrity, then it’s not worth doing,” 
stated Noah Yutzy, Jr., the head of the 
ten-member cooperative. It should be 
noted, however, that while all of the veg-
etables provided are certified organic, 
some of the fruit is not. Members can 
choose whether they wish to receive 
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• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn
this year with a customized lawn care program. Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and green again. To find out
how we can make your yard the envy of the neighborhood call today.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
SAVE $25.00
Take $25.00 off lawn care
and renovation services when
you sign up for a season lawn
care program.

Not to be combined with other
offers. Expires May 15, 2010
Code:HOBLC0410

Sign up by May 1st and
receive last year’s pricing!

LL_HO.0410lawn.Ad:Layout 1  3/13/10  8:31 AM  Page 1

Bob Rosenbaum

This issue marks the 
second anniversary of 
the Heights Observer.

 A few months ago, working with two 
marketing classes at John Carroll Univer-
sity, the Observer conducted a readership 
survey. Here are some highlights of what 
we learned from the 172 respondents:
• 89 percent have read the Observer.
•  80 percent know the Observer is pub-

lished by the nonprofit FutureHeights.
•  70 percent read it regularly (at least 

3 out of 4 issues).
•  When asked to rate overall satisfac-

tion with the Observer, respondents 
were very satisfied (52%), somewhat 
satisfied (28%) or had no response 
(15%). They tended not to be neutral 
(4%), somewhat dissatisfied (1%) or 
very dissatisfied (0%).

•  When asked “What would you like 
to read more about in the Heights Ob-
server,” the top responses were: local 
events (67%); community organiza-
tions (54%); local businesses (45%) 
and local government (41%). Multiple 
answers on this question allow totals 
to exceed 100 percent.

•  On average, respondents visit the 
Observer Web site only occasionally – 
defined as less than weekly and more 
than never.

•  Many people know our articles are 
written by community residents 
(86%), local business owners (32%), 
staff of local organizations (32%) or 

(my favorite) anyone who wants to 
contribute (52%). Multiple answers 
were again allowed on this question. 
But many also think, incorrectly,  
that content is supplied by freelance 
journalists (38%) or paid staff journal-
ists (10%). That’s a detail I’d like to 
set straight: The Observer has never 
paid for any of its content.

 So what do we do with this infor-
mation? Some of it is just nice to know. 
Some of it will help us with advertising 
sales. Other parts will help us refine 
the product.
 For instance, based on this data, 
we’re campaigning to increase the 
amount of community news we receive 
from contributors. We’re encourag-
ing local businesses to provide more 
information, too. And over the next 
few months, you should see evidence 
of our efforts to make the Web site 
worth visiting more often.
 Mostly, though, the research tells me 
that in two years, the Observer has become 
part of the fabric of this community. As a 
resident, I’m grateful for that.

Bob Rosenbaum, chairman of the newspa-
per’s Editorial Advisory Committee and a 
member of the FutureHeights board, writes 
this monthly column to provide transpar-
ency about the Heights Observer. Send 
your comments and questions to bob@
therosenbaums.net.
 You can write for the Heights 
Observer by registering at the Member 
Center at http://heightsobserver.org/
members. 

An anniversary gift of researchMake winter walking 
in the Heights easier
Jim Miller 

As spring breaks, our town seems a 
friendlier place. Without any special 
planning, we find  ourselves running into 
neighbors who hadn’t been more than 
a distant glimpse for the past three or 
more months.
 It’s worth a thought why this comes 
about year after year. One factor is 
that the sidewalks on many streets are 
often  virtually impassable in the snow 
months. The chances for casual social 
interactions drop precipitously.
 But what about those winter walkers 
who walk because they have no choice?
 The City of Cleveland Heights, un-
like University Heights, maintains that 
the homeowners and landlords/tenants, 
even along major through streets, are 
obliged to clear the public sidewalks 
that run along their property.
 This is a polite fiction. A drive along 
any major street in winter will show that 
it does not happen. Who would really 
expect it to happen? Snowplows throw 
up immense amounts of hardened snow; 
the faster the snowplows move, the 
farther the snow goes.
 SOLUTIONS in a time of difficult 
budget cutbacks:
1.  The city, library, schools and business 

district associations should cooperate 
and coordinate. 

2.  Slow down the plows on major  
streets.

3.  Study the city to find key sidewalk 
linkages between schools, libraries, 
and shopping areas. Build on the 
strips already cleared.

4.   Clear the sidewalk on only one side of a 
major road. Walkers will figure it out.

5. Target access to key bus stops.
 Times are hard, and that is the very 
reason we should do it. There is time 
now to prepare for next winter.

Jim Miller is a 25-year resident of Cleveland 
Heights, who served as its chief probation 
officer for two decades.

The Heights Observer is a citizen-based news source 
published monthly by FutureHeights, a nonprofit, 
501(c)3 organization dedicated to civic engage-
ment and quality of life. 
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      Yogic Studies  
          Teacher Training 

Now in our 12th year! 

2319 Lee Rd.                  216-371-9760 
www.atmacenter.com     info@atmacenter.com               

Our Students Say:
“No hype, no lycra." 
“Life-transforming!"  

Voted #1 “Best Place to Treat 
Your Body” in Cleveland Heights 

 All Levels 
 Specialty Classes 
 Great Student & Senior Rates 

Now in our 13th year!

 
 

 
Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 

CH-UH middle school schedules to be revamped for 2010—2011

Jim Posch

Over the past few years, our elemen-
tary schools and high school have 
been areas of focus and highlighted for 
their successes. The work in the high 
school has been so successful that the 
school missed the Ohio Department 
of Education (ODE) Excellent rating 
by just three points. When comparing 
similar districts in the state, only one 
other district, Hamilton Schools, near 
Columbus, performed better.
 Although it is often said that middle 
children get less attention than their older 
and younger siblings, starting in the 2010–
11 school year, CH-UH middle schools will 
be undergoing a transformation.
 The biggest change will be the 
adoption of block scheduling. Block 
scheduling permits double back-to-back 
periods of math and language arts (Eng-
lish). This increases math and English 
periods to 84 minutes each per day, from 
42 minutes.
 This school year, administrators 
implemented block scheduling for math 
at Wiley. So far, the math progress at 
Wiley was two to three times greater, 
on average, than that at Roxboro and 
Monticello.
 According to Douglas Higham, a 
CH-UH middle school math liaison, 
“There is no doubt it’s working for our 
math students. Block scheduling allows 
for deeper understanding of concepts, 
enriched student discourse, and the abil-
ity to eliminate mathematical miscon-
ceptions. Our teachers are embracing 
block scheduling, even though it takes a 
greater commitment from them because 
it’s more hands-on teaching rather than 
just lecturing.”
 Currently, students take French I 
and Spanish I electives (for high school 
credit) over a two-year span beginning 

 Two-for-One Special!  
 

HOLLIS AUTOMOTIVE 
 
 

2857 Noble Road, Cleveland Heights 
(216) 472-6443 

 

Pay For One Oil Change Second One is Free 
 Same Car/Different Car 

 

Present this ad for 

10% off all repairs with this coupon* 
* Not applicable with any other discount  

 
 

Please call for an appointment Expires May 3, 2010 

in seventh grade. This two-year program 
will be consolidated into one year and 
will mirror the French I and Spanish I 
courses currently offered at CHHS.
 Two new pilot options will be cre-
ated for eighth graders in world lan-
guage. All eighth graders not enrolled in 
French I or Spanish I will be enrolled in 
introductory Spanish or French courses. 
Although these new pilot courses meet 
every other day throughout the year, and 
are not offered for high school credit, 
they are designed to prepare students 
for success in world language at the high 
school.
 Changing to the block scheduling 
has created some concern among parents 
whose children are entering the eighth 
grade. Eighth graders enrolled in French 
or Spanish and a music class will not be 
able to take physical education (unless 
they enroll in a before-school option). 
This is currently the case at Wiley.
 Additional electives at sixth through 
eighth grades are being offered to lever-
age the one-to-one laptop program. 
All three middle schools are expand-
ing technology offerings to promote 
21st-century learning skills by adding 
an introductory multimedia course, of-
fered to all 6th graders, and multimedia 
courses as options for deeper explora-
tion to 7th- and 8th-grade students.
 It is the understanding of the PTA 
that the district’s plans are still a work 
in progress. The biggest unknown is 
the dismissal time. The board is com-
mitted to extending the school day for 
the elementary schools, a decision being 
negotiated with the unions. The PTA 
has been told to expect an announce-
ment in April. Because of transporta-
tion issues, the middle school day is in 
limbo until the elementary school day 
is determined.
 In order to make the transportation 

piece fit into the proposed changes at 
the elementary and middle schools, 
middle school teachers are being asked 
to start the school day 15 minutes later 
and end 15 minutes later. Currently Rox-
boro’s day begins at 8 a.m. An optional 
intervention and extra help period 
begins at 2:35 and ends at 3:15. Many 
students leave school at 2:35—failing to 
take advantage of the extra help.
 With the block scheduling, the 
day will end at 3:15. The goal is to raise 
student achievement by integrating in-
tervention and extra help into the core 
classroom time.
 Currently, each of three middle 
schools has a different daily schedule 
and a different plan for student inter-
vention. Similarly, some of the elective 
offerings across the district have not 
been consistently offered at each build-
ing, or have differed in the delivery or 
sequence. Part of the plan is to bring 
some consistency to all the middle 
schools, increasing equity and access for 
all students while adding efficiencies.
 “We’re going to hold every student 
to a high level of rigor, the level of sup-
port and options available will differ 
based on need,” Superintendent Doug-
las Heuer said.
 The PTA has been assured that the 
district will continue to provide gifted 
students with access to accelerated 
coursework at all levels—within and 
across buildings. After discussion with 
the administration, the PTA overall is 
optimistic that these changes are in 
the best interest of all children and our 
community in general.

Jim Posch is copresident of the CH-UH PTA 
Council, which has been briefed regularly 
on proposed schedule changes throughout 
the district.

for his fiancée and infant daughter.
 Losing a police officer is a tragedy 
that’s difficult for the community to 
overcome. Officers are often our neigh-
bors and friends. They take a pledge to 
protect our families and community. 
How many of us would put ourselves in 
harm’s way for a stranger? Yet officers Ja-
son West and Thomas Patton did it on a 
daily basis. It is important for residents 
to express their condolences to every 
police officer they see. It is even more 
important to tell them “thank you” for 
being there when we need them.

Lita Gonzalez is a community volunteer.

patton continued from page 1

driving, there are two free 15-minute 
parking spots in front of the business. 
Andy adds, “A customer can come in 
here, and get what they need really fast. 
With the big stores, it can take a few 
minutes just to get in the door.”
 Andy estimates, “We know 80 
percent of the customers who come in. 
Even if we don’t know all the names, we 
recognize them.” 
 Tom Gathy emigrated from Hungary 
in 1962 and, while still running his own 
remodeling business, purchased Heights 
Hardware from a distant cousin in 1979. 
Andy grew up in the business, joining his 
father full time in 1998, after graduating 
from Cleveland State University.
 Inside the shop, history is evident in 
the original tin ceiling, weathered wood 
floors, and massive built-in oak cabinet 
that takes up much of one wall, its higher 
shelves still accessed by two original lad-
ders that run along a rail. The back of 
the store opens into a bright addition, 
featuring an extensive stock of electrical, 
lighting and plumbing supplies.
 Inventory reflects the needs of 
Heights residents, including what Gathy 
describes as “old-style screw-type fuses, 
and plumbing parts for repairing older 
systems.”
 Heights Hardware will custom or-
der for clients, and keeps many specialty 
items in stock for both commercial ac-

hardware continued from page 1

counts and individual customers. “We 
have certain items that you can’t get 
anywhere else,“ Andy explains. “If we 
know someone will buy it, we’ll stock 
it. One customer drives from the West 
Side to buy a special rust remover, be-
cause she says we’re the only place in 
Cleveland that carries it.”
 Like any small business, Heights 
Hardware has been impacted by both the 
current recession, and the influx of big 
box stores. In 1998, facing the prospect 
of competition from Home Depot and 
Walmart, Gathy made the decision to 
expand his business, building an addition 
to accommodate more inventory.
 An independent store, Heights 
Hardware is affiliated with Ace Hardware, 
an independent dealer-owned coop-
erative, which warehouses about 80,000 
items. This enables Gathy to keep prices 
competitive with larger chain stores.
 In addition to four full-time em-
ployees, Gathy employs two part-time 
staff, both of whom have worked at the 
store longer than Gathy has owned it. 
Until 2003, another such employee was 
second owner Oscar Elton, who came 
out of retirement to work for Tom until 
he was in his 90s. Gathy recalls, “Oscar 
always told me what I needed to order, 
and used to say, ‘You can’t sell sugar from 
an empty shelf.’”
 Gathy points out that many in-

dependent hardware stores, plumbing 
businesses and lumber stores went out 
of business when Home Depot and Wal-
mart moved in, and says, “Expanding our 
inventory was the right thing to do.” His 
son Andy adds, “Every day, people come 
in and say they’re glad we’re still here. A 
hundred years later, it’s good to feel you 
had something to do with that.”

A former marketing professional, Kim Sergio 
Inglis recently relocated to Cleveland Heights 
from Brooklyn, NY.
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Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 16, 2010
Vice mayor Phyllis Evans excused.

House purchased
City manager Robert Downey reported that 
850 Hampstead Road had been purchased 
for $10,000 plus costs.

City manager granted authority for 
bidding and contracts
Council passed three pieces of legislation, 
authorizing the city manager to:
•  Advertise for bids for catch basin cleaning 

and the televising of sewers;
•  Contract with CT Consultants, Inc. for work on 

the city’s 2010 street resurfacing program;
•  Contract with Neff & Associates for help in 

preparing a grant under the Surface Water 
Improvement Fund Grants Program (Ohio 
ERA) for the transformation of the Cumber-
land Park parking lot.

Public transportation resolution
Council approved a resolution in support of 
the Save Transit Now, move Ohio Forward! 
campaign to reverse the decline of public 
transportation in Ohio.

Nonresident employee recreation 
benefits
Cleveland Heights employers were reminded 
to mention to their nonCleveland Heights em-
ployees that they may become members of the 
Cleveland Heights recreation center.

Winter roadwork praised
Council member mark Tumeo expressed his 
appreciation for the great condition of the Cleve-
land Heights streets this winter. After thanking 

city workers, mayor Edward Kelley noted that he 
had not had any complaints about road condi-
tions this season.

LWV observers: Lisa Peters and Susie Kaeser.

mARCH 1, 2010
Vice mayor Phyllis Evans excused.

City contracts awarded
City manager Robert Downey reported the 
awarding of two city contracts to:
•  South Shore Electric Inc. ($106,499) for the 

Community Center Ice Rink Renovation and
•  Arms Trucking Co. Inc. ($40,000) for the pur-

chase of sand, limestone and gravel.

Variance for restaurants in the Heights 
Rockefeller Building
Council granted a variance from the zoning code 
to James C. Barle, 3099 mayfield Road and 
2479-2483 Lee Boulevard, to permit two new 
restaurants to open in the Heights Rockefeller 
Building and to do so without adding new parking 
spaces. A review of building usage indicates there 
is already sufficient parking available.

Resolution protesting Ohio foreclosure 
mitigation exclusion
Council passed a resolution objecting to the exclu-
sion of the State of Ohio from President Obama’s 
proposed mortgage-relief efforts, which would 
redirect $1.5 billion in funds originally designated 
for bank bailouts to the housing agencies of states 
“hardest hit by this housing crisis” for foreclosure 
mitigation efforts. Copies of the approved resolu-
tion will be forwarded to the President and to 
Ohio Congressional Representatives marcia 

Fudge, Dennis Kucinich and Steven LaTourette, 
who are leading a bipartisan effort among the 
Ohio Congressional delegation to demand that 
Ohio be included.

Firefighters training grant
On behalf of the fire department, council ac-
cepted a grant of $19,024 from the Department 
of Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency 
management Agency. The money, from the 2009 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, will cover 
80 percent of the cost of training room furniture 
and training-related electronic upgrades. The total 
cost is $23,780. The city will be responsible for 
20 percent of that, which is $4,756.

Coventry Road traffic signals
In response to needs identified by the Ohio De-
partment of Transportation (ODOT), council ap-
proved the project to upgrade traffic signals along 
Coventry Road at the intersections of North Park 
Boulevard and Scarborough Road/Fairmount 
Boulevard and to replace the traffic signal at the 
intersection of East Overlook Road and Coventry 
Road with stop signs. The majority of the costs 
will be covered by the State of Ohio through the 
Federal Highway Administration’s Congestion 
mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program, 
with the city paying for preliminary engineering, 
right-of-way and environmental documentation.

Road salt purchase
Council authorized entering into an agreement with 
ODOT for participation in the department’s contract 
for the purchase of an estimated 8,000 tons of road 
salt for the 2010-2011 winter season.

Sewer rates increase
Council increased the rates the city charges for 

sewer maintenance and capital improvements 
necessary to meet state and federal environ-
mental standards and Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District requirements. Local sewer fees for 
homestead properties will increase by $0.33 
per 1,000 cubic feet of water consumed and for 
nonhomestead properties by $1.00 per 1,000 
cubic feet of water consumed.

LWV Observers: Katherine Solender and Kirsten 
Karakul.

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are 
abstracted from LWV observers’ written 
reports. The summaries have been edited 
and prepared by Anne mcFarland, mari-
lyn mcLaughlin and maryann Barnes. 
To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or join through Google groups using 
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a search 
phrase. 
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistri-
bution of these reports.

Former Mayor Alan Rapoport joins race for county council
Bruce Hennes

Former Cleveland Heights Mayor Alan 
Rapoport is running for a seat on the 
new Cuyahoga County Council in the 
Democratic primary, to be held Tuesday, 
Sept. 7. “This is an exciting opportunity 

to form a new government for the county 
and I want to make a positive difference 
again,” he said.
 Rapoport identified his three goals 
for the new county government: main-
tenance of a social safety net for those 
in need; expansion of employment op-

portunities so fewer people have to use 
that safety net; and good financial man-
agement so taxpayer money is spent on 
the best possible public benefits at the 
lowest reasonable cost.
 Rapoport also expressed concern 
about restoring faith in county govern-
ment by demonstrating that professional-
ism and compassion are not inconsistent 
with honesty and transparency.
 Rapoport’s community involvement 
began as president of Coventry Neighbors, 
one of Cleveland Heights’ oldest neighbor-
hood organizations, and as the founder of 
the original Coventry Street Fair in the 
mid-1970s. His political involvement began 
as a Democratic precinct committee mem-
ber, as a member of the county Democratic 
Executive Committee, as president of the 
Cleveland Heights Democratic Club, and 
as a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention in 1976.
 Rapoport was first elected to city coun-
cil in 1979 and served three terms as mayor. 
He left office in 1987 to devote more time 
preparing to pay for his daughter’s educa-
tion. “Now that Allison is on her own, that 

Gateway Entrance to JCU 
20630 North park Blvd 
University/Shaker Hts.  
Call Us 216 371 5300 
Fax Us  216 371 5306 
www.brewnbistro.com  

Your favorite Coffeehouse  
for over 15 years 

 
Now serving  

breakfast/lunch/dinner 
 

and featuring our NEW DELI! 

April Special 
$8.00  

North Park Vienna  
Corned Beef Sandwich on  

Pinkus Rye and Large  
Fountain Beverage 

no coupon necessary 

7-9 p.m., 3rd Thursdays, starting April 19  
“Accoustic Jam Session”  

Local musicians jamming together with a mix of blue grass, swing, old time, celtic.  
All are welcome to join in! 

goal has been met and I look forward to 
resuming public service,” said Rapoport.
 Rapoport graduated from the Case 
Western Reserve University School of 
Law and is an honors graduate of Kenyon 
College, where he was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa. He has been in the private 
practice of law for 35 years, with focus on 
probate, real property and representing 
small businesses. His peers honored him 
with the highest possible “AV” rating in 
the Martindale-Hubbell legal directory to 
signify their recognition of his legal ability 
and professional ethics.
 He is a member of the Cleveland Met-
ropolitan Bar Association and the Ohio 
State Bar Association, and has taught at 
seminars for both. He has also provided free 
legal services for people having problems 
with foreclosures, lack of health insurance, 
juvenile and family issues, and care of elderly 
relatives. He is a trustee of Heights Arts.
 Rapoport will run in District 10, which 
consists of Cleveland Heights, East Cleve-
land, Wards 10 and 11 in Cleveland, and 
Bratenahl. The term of office is two years.

Bruce Hennes succeeded Rapoport as president 
of Coventry Neighbors and chairman of the 
Coventry Village Street Fair.
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UnIvErSITy HEIGHTS nEWS

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 16, 2010
Councilman Kevin Patrick murphy was absent.

Wiley Challenge Choir
In recognition of Black History month, the Wiley 
Challenge Choir, under the direction of Glenn 
Brakens, sang. Representative marcia Fudge 
has invited the choir to sing in Washington D.C. 
To do so, the choir will hold various fundraising 
activities in the near future.

Reverend Marvin McMickle speaks 
about  the right to vote
Reverend marvin mcmickle, pastor of the 
Antioch Baptist Church, spoke about the im-
portance of the right to vote. He recounted 
how an ancestor of his was shot and killed 
by a registrar in 1930 for daring to insist on 
registering to vote. Thus, he noted, former Rep-
resentative Tom Tancredo’s recent suggestion 
to reinstate literacy tests as a prerequisite for 
voter registration was especially appalling. Rev. 
mcmickle noted that this evening’s gathering 
was testimony to the progress that has taken 
place since 1930. However, he explained that 
Black History month is still needed because this 
history is still not universally known, including in 
the black community

Registration of foreclosed properties
Council approved an ordinance, entitled “No-
tice of Foreclosure and Registration of Vacant 
Buildings or Structures,” that would require 
buildings to be registered when they’re put into 
foreclosure, and thereby enable faster access to 

problem properties. Whoever files the foreclosure, 
would pay a $150 registration fee.

Arman Ochoa
Acting Law Director Dennis Nevar clarified in-
formation in the Plain Dealer regarding the case 
against former Finance Director Arman Ochoa. 
Ochoa has repaid $37,841 and is expected to 
pay the remaining $33,451. The county prosecu-
tor was waiting for the final report from State 
Auditor mary Taylor before filling charges.

Loan programs
Building Commissioner David menn noted 
the availability of loan programs for housing 
assistance and repairs. Residents in need of as-
sistance should contact the building department 
for information.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

mARCH 1, 2010
Council members Steven D. Bullock and Frank 
Consolo absent.

Relay for LIfe
John Carroll University plans to host the 4th an-
nual Relay for Life April 24–25, an event that has 
raised $250,000 for cancer research in the past. 
The university requested permission to hold the en-
tire event outside in the university’s quad, instead 
of holding half of the event inside as previously 
done. John Carroll spokesperson Dora Pruce and 
graduate student Rachel Ball pointed out that this 
unified setting would increase participation and 

reduce expenses for renting a stage and moving 
everything inside.
 The representatives said that by holding 
the event on the quad, the community would be 
shielded from noise and excessive light because 
university buildings surround it.
 mayor Infeld said that this is a national event 
and impacts “us all.” She added that past Relays 
for Life at the university and the high school were 
not loud events. Council unanimously approved 
mayor Infeld’s motion to allow the event to go 
forward, and to give John Carroll permission 
to organize subsequent Relay for Life events by 
simply notifying council, instead of appearing at 
a meeting, unless there were major changes.

East/West high school football game
John Carroll University will host the East/West 
high school football game on June 11 in the 
Don Shula Stadium from 7 to 10 p.m. With most 
parking on campus and no band playing, police 
overtime would not be required. Vice mayor 
Frankie Goldberg said that this event could be 
an economic generator for the city. Council 
unanimously approved the event and allowed 
John Carroll to contact the UH police directly in 
the future to organize the game.

Fireworks at the Continental Cup on July 1
The Greater Cleveland Sports Commission’s 
meredith Scerba reported that the fourth year 
for this event is expected to attract 800 athletes 
from around the world, along with many local 
athletes, and will feature games in soccer, base-

ball, and basketball at different venues in the 
area. Police Chief Gary Stehlik assured council 
that his department could work out parking and 
fireworks safety with Tenable Protective Services, 
who will provide armed security after the fire-
works arrive. Council unanimously approved 
the motion to allow UH safety forces to work 
out parking and fireworks safety with Tenable 
Protective Services.

Harvest for Hunger campaign
Kelly Thomas from the Harvest for Hunger 
campaign heads the citywide drive in University 
Heights. She said giving money is the best way 
to support the effort. However, many nonfood 
items are needed, including shampoo, laundry 
soap and other personal items. Canned food 
items are also welcome. Donated items can be 
dropped off at City Hall, and all funds collected 
in the canisters around town will be credited 
as donations from University Heights. Thomas 
said that 7,600 children have been fed through 
Harvest for Hunger.

LWV Observer: Carol Gibson.

Space restrictions sometimes require 
the deletion of some proceedings. For 
more complete summaries view online 
postings at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 4.

Anita Kazarian

What price is the na-
tion paying for gov-

ernment? According to the nonprofit 
Tax Foundation, Ohio is about midway 
between the most expensive states (#1 
Connecticut and #2 New Jersey) and 
the least expensive states (#49 Loui-
siana and #50 Alaska). Based on gov-
ernment data, the foundation reports 
“Americans will pay more in taxes than 
they will spend on food, clothing and 
housing combined.”
 We have a social agreement that 
some of our individual income will 
be “yours,” some “mine” and some 
“ours.”  
 What about University Heights? 
Who decides how the “yours” and 
“ours” is spent? 
 Contrary to popular belief, only 
13 cents of each real-estate tax dollar 
we pay comes back to UH. Cuyahoga 
County takes 16 cents of each dollar, 
CH-UH schools get 64 cents, and the 
library and metroparks get the rest.  
 It is our municipal income tax, 
collected by RITA, that generates the 
money we need to run UH. In 2009, 
UH received $7.7 million from income 
taxes, $2.6 million from real estate 
taxes, and $2.5 million from other taxes, 
fees, permits, fines, etc. The total, $12.8 
million, was the revenue side of the 
city’s 2009 operating budget. 
 In 2006, UH council proposed, and 
65 percent of the voters approved, an 
income tax increase of one percent. 
 Who spends the money? As re-
quired by charter, the mayor must pro-
vide council with a proposed balanced 
budget and the council is required to 
evaluate and approve the budget each 
year. The mayor is then restricted to 
spending only the amount that council 

has approved. This “division of spend-
ing decisions” ensures that neither 
the legislative nor the administrative 
branch will exercise excessive control 
over our money. 
 Fine, but how do they decide what 
to spend it on? This is the crux of any 
budget debate. Take two friends who 
earn and spend the same amount of 
money each year, except one spends 
$4.89/lb. on chuck roast, and the other 
$19.99/lb. on prime filet. Their prefer-
ences are not right or wrong, but if 
these two friends decide to combine 
their budgets, they will have to suc-
cessfully negotiate how to buy beef, 
or a conflict will certainly arise.
 Successful cities like UH have 
budgets that reflect the image the city 
intends to project. I wrote about this 
image or “brand” last year. As voters, 
we weigh in on these preferences by 
whom we elect for mayor and when 
we vote a tax hike on ourselves. UH 
voters continue to guide by attending 
council meetings and making phone 
calls to elected officials. 
 UH provides amenities, services, 
diversity and the feel of a friendly small 
town community. This continues to be 
voter preference for the city’s direc-
tion and vision. 
 Sixty-five percent of the voters 
gave themselves a tax hike to maintain 
the services and amenities that make 
University Heights the city it is today, 
this brand of UH. 
 Council’s 2010 budget approval 
must ultimately reflect, respect and 
honor the will of its residents when it 
comes to spending the dollars that are 
yours” and “ours.”

Send your comments and suggestions for 
future topics to Anita Kazarian at Anita-
Kazarian@gmail.com.

How UH handles the ‘yours’ and ‘ours’
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HEIGHTS LIBrAry

CH-UH Public Library Board 
meeting highlights

FEBRUARy 15, 2010

Noble Library renovation plans
Architect Jim Duber of Studio Techne used 
charts of the current configuration and proposed 
basement and first floor plans of the library to 
show key objectives, including a first floor rest-
room, a prime spot for a teen area, and clean 
angles on both floors to open up spaces and 
consolidate computers. The basement would 
house the children’s area, one meeting room 
and periodical storage space. The first-floor 
space would provide more quiet areas, plus a 
first floor entrance from the parking area.
 The branch would close for an estimated 
four to six weeks. Staff would be employed 
elsewhere in the system and encouraged to take 
vacation time. No layoffs are planned.
 Architectural plans will be available at the 
library and posted on the Web site to facilitate 
and encourage public feedback.

Collection agency for fines and lost 
materials
The board discussed and voted on a resolution 
to enter into a 90-day trial with Unique manage-
ment for the collection of fines and unreturned 
materials. The agency would not act until materi-
als are 60 days overdue.
 Board member James Posch, noting that 
this was simply out-sourcing, maintained that 
library staff should be able to handle this func-
tion. Also, the service would be revenue-neutral 
only because library patrons will receive an ad-
ditional $10 charge. Director Levin responded 
that there was not enough staff to make phone 

calls, which the collection agency would do, and 
that Heights patrons already will be receiving 
calls for materials from other CLEVNET libraries 
that are adopting the service. Board member 
Kevin Ortner also questioned the proposal. The 
board voted for the proposal with Posch voting 
“no” and Ortner abstaining.

Friends of Heights Libraries
Newly elected Friends President Adaora Nze-
libe Schmiedl outlined ambitious plans to support 
the library and grow the Friends group. In addi-
tion to the first book sale of the year, taking place 
Feb. 18 to 20 at the University Heights Library, 
Friends is planning another major sale, ongoing 
sales at the libraries, and sales at community 
events and places, such as summer street fairs, 
blood drives and grocery stores. Also, they hope 
to have another Wise Up! fundraiser, author 
forums, and poetry slams. Their budget goal is to 
raise close to $37,000 with nearly 80 percent of 
the proceeds going to support the library.

LWV observer, Maryann Barnes. 

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online post-
ings at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Explorastory, 
Fridays, April 2–30, 10:30 a.m.
Step Out of Time, 
Thursday, April 8, 7 p.m.
Step Out of Time for Kids, 
monday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.
Ukulele Jam, 
Tuesday, April 27, 7:30 p.m.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Story Stop, 
Wednesdays, April 7–28, 10:30 a.m.
Senior Spot, 
Wednesdays, April 7–28, 12:30 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m.

What’s going on at your library?
Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Great Decisions, 
Thursdays, April 1–may 20, 7 p.m.
Explorastory, 
Thursdays, April 1–29, 10:30 a.m.
3rd Annual Crossword Puzzle Tournament, 
Sunday, April 11, 2 p.m.
Lee Road Knitting Knight, 
Tuesday, April 13 & 27, 7 p.m.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Noble Knitting Circle, 
Thursday, April 1 & 15, 6:45 p.m.
Stay and Play, 
Fridays, April 2–30, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Reading Rumpus, 
Fridays, April 2–30, 10:30 a.m.
Great Book Discussion Group, 
Tuesday, April 6 & 20, 7:30 p.m.

Hot nosh at the library

Cathy Hakala-Ausperk

Amid the mysteries, romances and 
DVDs you might find at the Lee Road 
Library, you can now also find kosher 
pizza, onion rings, potato knishes and 
mozzarella sticks in the library’s new 
Hot Nosh vending machine. Located 
in the café area on the second floor, 
the new machine prepares the food by 
moving it from a freezer to a convection 
oven and then thawing and cooking it, 
all in 90 seconds. 
 Ely Skorsky of Skorbitz Snacks, the 
machine’s supplier, assures the library 
that all the food items are kosher and 
prepared under the strict rabbinical 
supervision of the Chof-K, a nationally 
recognized kosher supervising agency.
 So, what’s up with eating and 
drinking in the library? Library Direc-
tor Nancy Levin explains that today’s 

WASHINGTON & LEE 
AUTO SERVICE

Voted Best Auto  
Service 2009,  
Readers Poll,  
Heights Observer!

Combined 109 Years 
of Experience

Exhaust Repair and 
Custom Pipe Bending

Locally Owned &  
Operated

We service domestic 
and import vehicles 
and light duty trucks.

             

2080 Lee Road,  Cleveland Heights

(216) 371-2850
Mon-Fri 7 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. by Appt.

Now Offering 

Refined and 

Recycled Motor 

Oil! S
aving the 

Planet One Oil 

Change at a 

Time!
library is a community gathering place, 
where some customers may spend many 
hours studying or doing research. “They 
get hungry and, as long as they clean up 
after themselves and help us keep the 
place neat, we’re happy to find another 
way to make everyone comfortable in 
the library.” 
 The library has offered snack and 
drink vending machines since 1996, and 
at least half of the snack items meet the 
same standards of healthiness required 
of school lunches. 
 A portion of the profits from the 
machines helps to support the Friends 
of Heights Libraries, an organization 
that funds special library programs and 
events. 

Cathy Hakala-Ausperk is the deputy direc-
tor for the Heights Libraries and the acting 
public relations coordinator.

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

Asphalt & Concrete, Roofing, Siding, Gutters 
Masonry, Windows, Kitchens & Baths 

Financing Available 
1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 

www.class1pavers.com 

Advertise in the Heights Observer
Call 513-3070   www.heightsobserver.org

The new kosher “Hot nosh” machine at the Lee road Library.
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

CH-UH Board of Education 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 16, 2010
All board members present.

New high school courses
The board approved the following new high 
school courses: Pharmacy Career Tech, a two-
year program with college credit; and, Digit Tech, 
which combines four existing half-credit courses.

Executive Leadership Program for 
Educators
The ExEl committee presented the Executive 
Leadership Program for Educators, from Har-
vard University. It is a three-year program that 
focuses on the teacher and learning, systems 
development and organizational coherence, 
leadership and team development, and state 
and local networks. The system uses profes-
sional learning committees, which in turn use 
the collective knowledge from teacher input and 
ideas to meet all students’ needs. The educators 
work collaboratively in an ongoing process of 
collective inquiry and action research to achieve 
better results for students.
 The CH-UH mission statement says: “We 
will prepare all students for college and life by 
providing a challenging curriculum that con-
nects students’ lives and their future in a safe, 
supportive, and nurturing environment.” A step 
toward meeting this goal was the establish-
ment of P.A.S.S.A.G.E (preparing all students 

for success in a global economy). The work on 
P.A.S.S.A.G.E. from 2006 to 2009 came from 
the ExEl program.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

mARCH 2, 2010
All board members present.

In memory of Claudette Woodard and 
Andrea Robinson
Before starting the meeting, Board President 
Nancy Peppler asked for a moment of silence in 
memory of retired School Board member Clau-
dette Woodard and recent Heights High graduate 
Andrea Robinson, who died recently.

New assistant superintendent
Superintendent Heuer introduced Jeffrey Talbert who 
will become assistant superintendent in August.

Playground at Millikin
Resident Becky Knight asked that the Severance 
Neighbors be allowed to restore the playground at the 
former millikin School, preserve the wooded area of 
the property, and return the building to public use.

New middle school schedule
Becky Quinn, the director of gifted, enrichment, 
and special programs, presented information 
on the 2010–11 middle school schedule. math-
ematics and Language Arts will have 84-minute 

blocks instead of the current 42-minute periods. 
In eighth grade, students could earn high school 
credit for French I and Spanish I. Because of 
world languages, there will be limited time for 
art, music, and physical education. A zero period 
(before school starts) will be voluntary for physical 
education, which is not required in middle school. 
During the public comment portion of the meet-
ing, three residents spoke in support of arts and 
physical education in the new schedule at the 
middle schools.
 The board had many questions and more 
discussion will occur at the next meeting. The 
board does not need to vote directly on schedul-
ing changes unless they change the contractually 
agreed upon schedule for teachers.

Extended elementary day
A committee representing the district and the 
teachers’ union has met to discuss the extended 
elementary day, proposed to start next school year. 
A tentative plan would add 35 minutes of instruc-
tional time per day (175 minutes per week) to the 
elementary schedule. The final proposal, including 
a memorandum of understanding with the teachers’ 
union, will come to the board for a vote in April.

Lacrosse team’s field trip
The board approved the high school girls’ lacrosse 
team’s trip to maryland for competition and a 
campus visit.

Principal changes and openings
Sheldon Smith, principal of monticello, has 
resigned effective at the end of the current 
school year. Brian Sharosky will move from 
Roxboro middle School to monticello and Pat-
rick mcNichols, from P.R.I.D.E (a small school 
at the high school), to Roxboro middle School. 
There will be openings for principals at Fairfax 
and P.R.I.D.E.

Building projects
Contracts were awarded to improve the follow-
ing building sites: the high school girls’ locker 
room, ventilation for the weight room, gymnasium 
windows at Gearity and a chimney at Roxboro El-
ementary. Board President Nancy Peppler noted 
that these expenditures come out the district’s 
capital budget, not operating funds.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

Space restrictions sometimes require 
the deletion of some proceedings. For 
more complete summaries view online 
postings at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

Boulevard students raise funds 
for Haiti with their hearts

Chrissy Zoldak 

When I walk down the hallways in my 
son’s school, I always stop to examine 
the artwork adorning the walls. I see 
Japanese printmaking, Chinese jade 
sculptures, Egyptian watercolor resists, 
and Warholesque self-portraits. With 
every art project, the students not only 
experiment with new methods, they 
learn about the artist’s life or how a 
technique evolved.  
 In February, art teacher Kelley  
Wachhaus, initiated a project with 
students that extends beyond the 
classroom. They created one-of-a-kind 
ceramic heart-shaped pins to sell to raise 
funds for the earthquake relief effort in 
Haiti.  The effort was dubbed Hearts 
For Haiti. “I felt it was important for 
our students to know that they are part 
of a bigger picture,” Wachhaus says. 
“I wanted to teach them that a little 
imagination and effort could make a big 
impact on Haitian lives.”
 All 350 students participated in 
creating these art pieces. Students then 
sold the pins in school and at commu-
nity businesses, including the Heights 
Arts gallery, Zagara’s, Mac’s Backs, Big 
Fun, and Whole Foods. Many students 

Students present checks for more than $2,300 to The American red Cross and AmeriCares. From left, 
Jared Earley of Whole foods (for AmeriCares), Andrea F. Bender of the American red Cross,  art teacher 
Kelley Wachhaus and Principal Larry Swoope.

Heights High orchestra director is Ohio’s ‘New 
Teacher of the Year’

Joy Henderson

Although Heights High orchestra direc-
tor Dan Heim has yet to spend a full 
year in the district, he is already receiv-
ing accolades for his outstanding work 
with students. Heim received the 2009 
New Teacher of the Year Award from 
the Ohio Association of String Teachers, 
presented in Cincinnati on Jan. 28.
 Prior to becoming an educator, Heim 
performed professionally in Germany 
and the United States. Superintendent 
Doug Heuer said, “Mr. Heim has been an 
outstanding addition to our faculty and 
he continues the tradition of outstanding 
music teachers within our district.”
 Heim entered teaching because he 
loves music and wanted to share it with 
young people. “I want to help kids find 
and expand their creative expressions,” 
he said. “Music introduces people to new 
cultures, while giving them a place to 
belong and collaborate with others.”
 The chamber music program, which 
consists of small orchestral groups formed 
by students, is something Heim said he 

brought their own savings to school to 
donate to the cause, surpassing early 
goals to raise more than $2,300. 
 This money was presented to the 
American Red Cross and AmeriCares 
at an emotional schoolwide assembly. 
A representative from the Red Cross 
explained to the children what would be 
purchased with the funds they had col-
lected. When she told them that their 
efforts would provide water purification 
systems, food, mosquito netting and 
personal sanitation items for 130,000 
people, the children were awestruck. I 
watched their jaws drop. These numbers 
gave them a truer understanding of the 
impact that this money would make on 
the lives of people in Haiti.  
 The students were congratulated, 
and the pride in the gymnasium was 
palpable. I was moved by the students’ 
dedication to this project and the effort 
put forth by our art teacher that far 
exceeded what is required of her. She 
provided an experience for our students 
that enabled them to take pride in not 
just their school, but in being a part of 
a larger, global community.

Chrissy Zoldak is a parent of a Boulevard 
Elementary School student.

especially likes. “It gives them autonomy 
and lets them lead the music process.”
 Heim looks forward to expanding 
and enhancing the collaboration among 
grade levels. At the last concert, middle 
school musicians performed alongside 
high school students.
 This summer, he will direct the 
Reaching Heights Summer Music Camp 
for middle school students.

Joy Henderson is a member of Reaching 
Heights, a Cleveland Heights–University 
Heights Public Schools Foundation.

daniel Heim is Heights High orchestra director. 
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*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

216-321-4114

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

3477 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

www.heightsfloralshoppe.com
www.heightsfloralshoppe.blogspot.com

• Fences - crafted from cedar
• Patios - brick or flagstone
• Decks - cedar or composite
• Plantings - design & installed

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky   •   (216) 321-7729
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High achievement at 
Heights High
Joy Henderson

Critical thinking, self-discovery and col-
lege credits are on the menu for many 
students at Heights High. The move to 
small schools add challenging options 
for students who want to accept more 
responsibility.
 At Heights, more than 350 students 
are enrolled in Advanced Placement 
(AP) courses, which offer college credit; 
44 are enrolled in college classes. Here 
are three of their stories.  
 future pharmacist: Dominique 
McKee, CHHS ’10, REAL School, 
Pharmacy Tech Program, part time at 
Tri-C. “When I pass the pharmacy cer-
tification test, I can work in a pharmacy 
part time while going to college to be a 
pharmacist,” she said. She takes morning 
pharmacy and physics classes at Heights 
High. Four afternoons a week, she heads 
to Tri-C’s Eastern Campus in Highland 
Hills for classes in English and govern-
ment. On Saturday morning, she attends 
a statistics class. Many days after class, 
she returns to Heights for student coun-
cil meetings and Gospel Choir rehearsals. 
“The chemistry of drug interactions fas-
cinates me,” she said. When Dominique 
starts college in fall 2010 (she’s applied to 
four schools with pharmacy programs), 
she’ll take a significant number of credits 
with her, and the knowledge of what it 
takes to succeed in college. 
 aspiring artist: Eric Brock, 
CHHS ’10, Mosaic School, artist, full  
time at Heights High. “Art teacher Mrs. 
Hood-Cogan has been great—giving 
me artistic freedom but helping me to 
develop skills.” He describes his artis-
tic style as technical realism and loves 
experimenting with color. Next year, he 
will attend art school to study graphic 
design or illustration. He has applied to 
three art institutes. He is enrolled in AP 

Seniors Erin Jackson, dominique McKee and Eric Brock (L-r) are enrolled in three of the challenging 
programs at Heights High.

Heights High singers excel at 
area competition
Angee Shaker

Heights High’s A Cappella Choir and 
Barbershoppers competed in a large-
group competition sponsored by the 
Ohio Music Education Association on 
March 12, and did the community proud. 
The A Cappella Choir received superior 
ratings from all three judges; and the Bar-
bershoppers received their first better-
than-superior rating from the judges. 
Each group’s presentation included three 
prepared pieces and sightreading.
 The choir performed “How Lovely is 
Thy Dwelling Place” by Johannes Brahms, 
“Sanctus” by Jan Sandstrom and “Ezekiel 

A gift of warmth
Lita Gonzalez

The students called out their ideas. 
Commander Johnnie Lemons, the law 
enforcement/criminal justice teacher at 
Cleveland Heights High School, added 
each idea to the growing list on the 
blackboard. Still, no one was satisfied. 
The class was searching for a perfect 
community service project—something 
different and very special. “I’m not sure 
which student came up with the idea,” 
said Commander Lemons, “but as soon 
as I wrote it on the board, the class knew 
that was what they wanted to do.”
 The law enforcement/criminal justice 
class had decided to raise enough money 
to pay a month’s heating bill for a senior 
citizen in the community. Giving back 
to the community was important to the 
students and raising the money to help a 
senior citizen in need would have an im-
mediate impact. The students contacted 
this reporter from the Parent Ambas-
sadors to Heights (PATH) program and 
Amy Jenkins, supervisor of the Office on 
Aging at the Cleveland Heights Com-
munity Center to discuss the project. 
They also decided to collaborate with the 
other Career Prep programs—business 
management technology, marketing edu-
cation, computer networking, pharmacy 
technician, engineering technology, fam-

Heights students destini nash, Courtney Lovelace and destiny Johnson present a donation check to 
Amy Jenkins and Linda Katz.

art, literature, composition, statistics, 
and government. He also takes guitar, 
forensic science, and political phi-
losophy. All that, and baseball and swim 
teams, make for a demanding schedule. 
“But I’ve learned to be organized,” he 
said. “I love the amazing diversity at 
Heights, because there are so many 
groups of people to know,” he said. “I 
have friends from music, art, sports and 
my neighborhood.”  
 emerging educator: Erin Jackson, 
CHHS ’10, Mosaic, Senior to Sophomore 
student, full time at Tri-C.  “The Senior 
to Sophomore program is great,” said 
Erin. “I’ll leave Heights High with a 
high school diploma and enter college 
as a sophomore.” This semester she is 
taking politics, psychology, sign language 
and English at Tri-C. Her politics class 
includes older students. “I’ve learned so 
much from them,” she said, “especially 
about health care.” Erin has found that 
starting college while in high school has 
its advantages. She is expected to be 
responsible and self-motivated, but still 
has a group of adults at Heights High 
looking out for her. She feels she has the 
best of both worlds. She also plays on the 
Heights basketball team. Erin will attend 
Bowling Green State University and will 
study early childhood education.

Supporting high achievement
Jacqueline Harris, Heights High co-
ordinator of advanced studies, and 
the guidance staff provide support for 
AP students and those taking college 
courses. For more information about 
the advanced programs at Heights High, 
contact Jacqueline Harris, J_Harris@
chuh.org or 216-320-3123.   

Joy Henderson is the parent community liai-
son at Heights High and the assistant director 
at Reaching Heights.

Saw de Wheel” by William Dawson. 
Marhall Bartholomew’s “De Animals 
a-Comin’,” Andrea Klouse’s “The Prayer 
of the Children” and Aaron Copland’s 
“Ching-A-Ring-Chaw” were performed 
by the Barbershoppers. Choral music di-
rector Craig McGaughey noted that both 
groups earned the privilege of advancing 
to a higher-level competition but have 
chosen instead to focus on preparations 
for their spring concert. 

Angee Shaker is the coordinator of commu-
nications and community engagement for the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

ily and consumer sciences and business, 
to launch the project.
 As the fundraising letter they had 
written went out to faculty and students, 
they held their collective breaths that they 
would be able to reach their goal of $300. 
In their letter the students had asked that 
people “find it within our hearts to skip 
Wendy’s or McDonald’s for one day and 
give to a very worthy cause.” They had ex-
plained that in our community there were 
senior citizens who could not pay their 
heating bills or had to choose between 
eating or staying warm during difficult 
winters like this one.
 To everyone’s amazement, the 
students did not make their goal—they 
surpassed it! On Feb. 25, the students 
proudly presented Amy Jenkins and 
Linda Katz, the social worker from the 
Office on Aging, with a check for $1,054. 
They had raised enough money to pay 
a month’s heating bill for three at-risk 
senior citizens, all of whom had serious 
medical problems.
 Commander Lemons knew that his 
students’ community service project 
would help three senior citizens keep 
warm this winter, but it was the stu-
dents’ proud smiles that warmed the 
hearts of everyone in the room.

Lita Gonzalez is a community volunteer.

GreenerHome
Services

www.GreenerHomeServices.com

Call
216.916.7308

Professional Home Repairs
  Furniture Assembly
  Custom Closets
  Plumbing Repairs
  Painting: In and Out
  Bathroom Remodels
  Driveway Resurfacing  

  Carpentry
  Gutter Cleaning
  Kitchen Remodels
  Electric Repairs
  Plaster and Drywall
  Point of Sale Lists

 1 hour free with a min. 2 hour appointment Free: for new customers only.
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farms continued from page 1
these items.
 The growers have been especially 
active this winter. In addition to normal 
activities like maple syrup production and 
crop planning, the farmers have been build-
ing new greenhouses to extend the growing 
season. Many of the seedlings have already 
been started, and a focused approach to 
ensure that the farmers are growing the 

types and amounts of fruits and vegetables 
of interest to their members is underway. 
For more information on Geauga Family 
Farms and their organic CSA program, go 
to www.geaugafamilyfarmsllc.org.

Michelle Bandy-Zalatoris is a Cleveland Heights 
resident with an interest in local food and a back-
ground in urban design and planning.
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The Judson experience is all about Smart Living – living the way you choose. Whether you 

live at Judson or in your home, you have plenty of options to take charge of your life’s direction. 

Discover limitless opportunities. Call (216) 791-2436 or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle

You design your lifestyle.
Judson makes it happen.

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Roxboro team wins trip to 
state Science Olympiad
Jim Posch

On March 6, at the University of Ak-
ron, 15 students from Roxboro Middle 
School demonstrated that, when it 
comes to science education, the CH-
UH City School District really rocks!
 It was Roxboro’s second appear-
ance in the regional Science Olympiad, 
and the school’s teams earned a fifth 
place finish out of 25 schools, and a trip 
to the statewide competition on April 
17 at Ohio State University.
 This year, Roxboro sent two teams 
to compete against 24 other schools. Go-
ing into the competition, participants 
believed it would be a long shot to place 
in the tournament. Roxboro’s advisors, 
teachers Janet Lechleitner and Kathy 
Pahys, built their teams based on student 
interest, resulting in equal numbers of 
sixth, seventh and eighth graders.
 Team A consisted of Steve Bell, 
Garth Bennett, Miriam Bennett, Isaac 
Brown, Victoria Cikanek, Casandra Es-
penschied, Nathan Friel, Max Janssen, 
Charlotte Jones, James Johnson, Phoebe 
Lammert, Tommy Pharis, Grace Phil-
lips, Ellen Posch and Mason Spencer. 
Olivia Webster was the alternate.
 Team B members were Cooper 
Andrews, Graham Ball, Orion Brock, 
Chawakorn Chaichanawirote, Amber 
Jackson, Charles Meriweather, Arianna 
Murray, David Pecoraro, Grace Peppler, 
Michelle Posch, Evan Radivoyevitch, 

Cell phone use 101
Lita Gonzalez

Take 30 strangers, half of them under 
18 and the others over 60. Put them 
in a room and watch what happens. 
For everyone who participated in a 
student-led workshop on “Solving Your 
Cell Phone Problems,” it was pure com-
munication.
 Fifteen Heights High students from 
the Mosaic Experience (one of the five 
small schools at Heights) presented the 
one-hour workshop to 15 senior citizens 
from the Cleveland Heights Senior 
Center. Each student was paired with a 
older adult, and together they worked 
out the problems the senior was having 
with his or her personal cell phone. The 
problems included how to brighten the 
display screen, how to take and save 
pictures, and how to save names and 
numbers in the memory.
 The workshop was one of several 
community service projects developed 
by the Parent/Community Organiza-
tion of the Mosaic Experience. Mosaic 
principal, Nick Petty, explained the im-
portance of these service projects.
 “This is a way for students to give 
back to the community. Over the course 
of a school year, our students will have 
different volunteer projects to choose 
from, or develop their own,” Petty ex-
plained. In February, for example, three 
students gave up a Sunday morning to 
help parishioners at Gesu Church set up 

Mosaic student Taylor Smith helps Cecilia vidmar 
solve her cell phone problems.

Abbey Rinaldi, Maddie Shutt, Terry 
Wheeler and Emma Whiting. Griffin 
Shutt was the alternate.
 Each team member competed in-
dividually or in groups in a series of 23 
events, testing science skills and knowl-
edge of scientific processes and applica-
tions in a variety of disciplines, including 
biology, chemistry, physics, technology, 
earth science and math. Only the top six 
teams go on to state finals.

among the Roxboro winners were:
First place, Victoria Cikanek and Ellen 
Posch (Can’t Judge a Powder); second 
place Nathan Friel and Ellen Posch (El-
evated Bridge); third place, Max Janssen 
and Miriam Bennett (Ornithology), Grace 
Peppler and Graham Ball (Wright Stuff), 
Chawakorn Chaichanawirote and Mi-
chelle Posch (Shock Value); fourth place, 
Tommy Pharis and Steve Bell (Trajectory); 
fifth place, Victoria Cikanek and Ellen Po-
sch (Science Crime Busters); sixth place, 
Arianna Murray and Terry Wheeler (Can’t 
Judge a Powder), Garth Bennett and Grace 
Phillips (Disease Detectives), Victoria 
Cikanek, Tommy Pharis and Miriam Ben-
nett (Experimental Design).
 Showing team spirit, the Roxboro 
students huddled together, held hands 
and sang “We will, we will Rox you!”
Jim Posch, whose daughters participated in the 
Science Olympiad, is copresident of the CH-UH 
PTA Council. Jacalyn Elfvin also contributed to 
this story.

temporary shelter for homeless families, 
as part of the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network. “This project was a humbling 
experience and brought home the dire 
straits of many families in the commu-
nity,” said Petty.
 The cell phone workshop was well 
received and had a waiting list of senior 
citizens who had signed up. 
 “We were able to accommodate 
only 15 participants, but happily, the 
students have been invited back to do a 
second workshop in April,” Petty said.
 Petty pointed out that technology 
use comes naturally to students, who 
often forget how overwhelming it can be 
for the older generation. “The students 
learned how to explain things patiently 
to the seniors and were rewarded with 
gratitude.”

Lita Gonzalez is a community volunteer.
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A UNIQUELY AMERICAN EVENING
WITH MARK O’CONNOR

April 17, 2010 in Kulas Hall

A UNIQUELY AMERICAN EVENING
WITH MARK O’CONNOR

April 17, 2010 in Kulas Hall
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Blue Grass

Violinist Mark O’Connor

brings his eclectic talents

to the Kulas Hall stage in

a solo recital featuring

foot-stomping fiddle

tunes, ragtime, free

improvisation, jazz, blues,

electrifying caprices and a warm homage 

to his violin fiddle heroes.

Tickets: $30 ; benefit tickets - $60 and $125

Presented by the Friends of CIM 
to benefit the Young Artist Program

Call 216.791.5000 or online at cim.edu.

Parenting Q&A
Ellen Barrett

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Heights Par-
ent Center for the last 12 years, fields questions 
about the daily ups and downs of parenting. 
The same issues affect many parents. If you have 
questions for Ellen, e-mail her at ebarrett@
heightsparentcenter.org.

Q. No matter how much quality time 
I spend with my 3-year-old, the minute 
I am on the phone or computer my 
daughter seems to have an immediate 
need. How can I help her understand 
that sometimes she has to wait?

a. It is likely that your daughter really has 
no idea that she is doing anything wrong. 
Three-year-olds are egocentric. Because 
they tend to be loud and persistent, 
parents are often guilty of reinforcing 
that behavior. In other words, probably 
in the past when your child has loudly 
and repeatedly said “Mommy, mommy, 
mommy!” you’ve finally responded with 
“What!” There are several effective ways 
to help you get through this normal, but 
frustrating, developmental stage.

•  Help her notice when you are engaged 
in a conversation or busy with some-
thing else. For example, say something 
like, “Mommy is talking to Mrs. Smith. 
I’ll listen to you next.” Don’t make her 
wait too long. Come to a reasonable 
stopping point in your conversation 
and then tune in to her. As time goes 

on, she learns that you will listen and 
she’ll be able to wait for longer periods 
of time.

•  Teach her to use touch as a way of com-
municating. Show her how to touch 
your hand or arm instead of shouting. 
In response, you return the touch, let-
ting her know you “heard” her and are 
aware she needs you.

•  Use “reverse waiting” as a strategy for 
modeling. For example, if you need her 
attention, but she is in the middle of a 
puzzle, say “I can see you’re busy with 
that puzzle, please look at me as soon 
as you finish.”

•  Give warning when possible. If you 
know you’ll be on the phone for a 
while, prepare your child by telling 
her you will be busy for the next few 
minutes. Ask her if there is anything 
she might need and have something 
ready for her to do.

•  Be sure to praise her when she has 
waited for you and then give her the 
attention she’s been waiting for.

 Of course, there are times when 
your daughter really needs you right away 
(someone is hurt or she has to go to the 
bathroom). Assess the situation to see 
if it can wait. Gradually, with time and 
maturity, she will learn to distinguish 
between what is urgent and what feels 
urgent and how to pay attention to other 
people’s needs as well as her own. 

heightS kiDS

Gesu varsity boys basketball wins one for Emily
Staff Writer 

On Sunday March 7, in front of a capacity 
crowd at John Carroll University, the Gesu 
School varsity boys’ basketball team defeated 
St. Gabriel (Concord Township), 34–19, to win 
the 2010 CYO Diocesan Championship.
 Gesu avenged its only loss of the 
season, a 30–22 defeat at the hands of 
the Grizzlies in early December. The 
Bulldogs fed off the energy from the 
“Gesu Gold Rush” crowd and took a 
20–8 lead at halftime behind the long-
range shooting of Johnny Gannon.
 St. Gabe’s closed the margin to five, 
midway through the third quarter, before 
the Bulldogs turned up the pressure to 
put the game away. Gesu’s tenacious 
defense and rebounding held St. Gabriel 
to only one point in the fourth quarter.
 In what was perhaps its best team ef-
fort all season, Julian Alston led six Gesu 
scorers with nine points. Ethan Barham 

was a force on the glass with eight rebounds 
and some timely putbacks. John Cirillo’s 
interior presence (and three blocked shots) 
and Jacob Turay’s lockdown defense of 
Grizzlies’ star point guard, Trevor Boslett, 
were also big factors in the win. The team 
finished the season with a 25–1 record, 
including three additional tournament 
championships: St. Gregory, Holy Family 
(Stow), and the Gesu Morrissey Classic.
 This is the fourth city title for coach-
es Chris Salata and Brian McLaughlin, 
who started coaching at the school in 
2000. It is the school’s 10th boys’ bas-
ketball championship.
 The win was even more special as the 
team had dedicated its season to Emily 
Lippert. Emily, a 15-year-old freshman at 
Beaumont School for Girls and a Gesu 
basketball alum, died unexpectedly in 
January of this year. In Lippert’s honor, 
the team wore black wristbands featuring 
her nickname, “Lippy.”

Soccer camp reflects community spirit
Gay Eyerman

While parents look for quality programs 
at the right price, kids care more about 
fun and friends. Cleveland Heights 
teacher and soccer coach Sean Sullivan 
covers all those bases.
 After running the city’s Community 
Services Camp for 12 years, Sullivan cre-
ated the Heights United Soccer Academy 
Summer Camp in 2005. Camp sessions 
are held at Oxford Elementary School for 
boys and girls ages 5–14. The camp has 
grown from 12 campers the first year to 
more than 150 in 2009. “Even at the be-
ginning stages, kids can see instant suc-
cess in soccer,” says Sullivan. “You don’t 
have to be the strongest or the fastest. 
Everybody works together in soccer.”
 Sullivan also coaches the men’s 
varsity team at Heights High and serves 
as director of coaching for the City of 
Cleveland Heights and the Eastside Kick-
ers travel club soccer. In 2009, Cleveland 
Scene named him Best Soccer Coach.
 At Heights United Soccer Academy 
Summer Camp the play is intense, with 
high-end training from some of the best 
players in Northeast Ohio. The camp 
focuses on individualized foot skills and 
tactics, speed and agility drills, and daily 
tournament games, plus weekly contests, 
theme days, arts and crafts; and, on rainy 
days, drama and indoor games.
 The biggest draw is the all-ages 
Super League. Kids choose World Cup 

soccer teams and make their own strat-
egy decisions. Sullivan encourages his 
counselors to make the top three draft 
picks, and then he places the rest of the 
staff on teams, with the kids playing 
alongside teen counselors and Sullivan 
himself. The rules allow older players to 
score a goal only after a younger player 
has scored. “The older ones become 
more aware of when to apply pressure 
and when to back off, while the younger 
players step up their game and gain 
confidence,” observes Sullivan.
 Sullivan also has a passion for com-
munity service, expecting campers to 
give back as well, with yard services to 
senior citizens. In addition, Sullivan 
has organized numerous stuffed-animal 
drives for Providence House.
 Sullivan believes that no family 
should be turned away from playing 
soccer, so he offers reasonable pricing, 
scholarships and fundraising opportu-
nities. The full sessions (June 21–July 
7 and July 8–23) cost $340, but “early 
bird” specials and sibling discounts are 
available. For more information on the 
summer soccer program, check the Web 
site at www.heightsunitedsoccer.com. You 
can reach Sullivan by e-mail at Sean@
HeightsUnitedSoccer.com, or by phone 
at 216-849-4505.

Gay Eyerman is a professional freelance writer 
living in University Heights. Three of her five 
children play on Eastside Kickers teams.

Like the Pied Piper, Sean Sullivan has many followers among his summer campers.

Front row (left to right): P.J. volpe, Johnny Gannon, Ethan Barham, Tyler delhees, Julian Alston and 
Michael volpe. Back row: Coach Bill Kern, Coach Matt Salata, John Cirillo, Emmett rhoa, Jacob Turay, 
Coach Brian McLaughlin and Coach Chris Salata.
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The Lake View Cemetery 
Mayfield and Kenilworth Roads 

 

DAFFODIL SUNDAY 
Sunday, April 18, 2010 
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

~ New This Year ~ 
Hour-long walking tours that include 

Daffodil Hill 
Departing from Garfield Monument 

At 11:00 a.m., 12:00, 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. 
You can also follow the red arrows for a drive-it-

yourself tour of spring flowers! 
 

ARBOR DAY 
Friday, April 30, 2010, 10:00 a.m. 

Celebrate the beauty and importance of trees 
while attending the planting of a white oak in  

Section 32 by 5th grade students from Mary M. 
Bethune School and Holy Rosary Montessori. 

 
For more information call 

216-421-2665 or 
www.lakeviewcemetery.com 

Gregory Calleri

Burning River Lacrosse and Fisher 
House Foundation team up to bring you 
their Third Annual Lacrosse Showcase 
to benefit the Fisher House Foundation, 
serving our military families. This year's 
event will be held on April 24 at Hawken 
School's Walton Stadium, 12465 County 
Line Road, Chesterland. The showcase 
is an all-day series of college, high school 
and middle school lacrosse games held 
to raise money and awareness for the 
Fisher House Foundation. Local area 
schools include Hawken High and 
Middle Schools, Solon High School, 
Strongsville, Rocky River and Chagrin 
Falls middle schools.
 The event features one college 
game, three high school varsity lacrosse 
games and three middle school games. 
Teams are paired up on the field to 
show their talents, have some fun and 
learn what it’s like to give back to their 
community. Players are given the op-
portunity to show their appreciation to 
our military families and participate in 
an event to benefit others. 
 The success of this event is made 
possible by local and national spon-
sorships, many parent and coaching 
volunteers and of course the main 
attraction—the players. In the past two 
years the event raised approximately 
$90,000 to benefit the foundation. 
 The Fisher House program is a 
private-public partnership that supports 

 Fisher House Charity Lacrosse Showcase 

hosts event to raise money for the families 

of the war wounded.

Carol Boyd

See a soccer field full of kids in the 
Heights and chances are you’re watch-
ing an East Side Kickers team in action. 
The gold and black jerseys have been 
a staple on local fields for nearly 30 
years.
 Currently, the East Side Kickers 
travel soccer club is 11 teams and 150 
players strong. Part of the statewide 
soccer organization, Ohio Youth Soc-
cer Association North, or OYSAN, the 
Kickers have been a Heights institution 
since 1983.
 “Some of our coaches played with 
the East Side Kickers as kids and they are 
excited to give back that experience to a 
new generation of players,” said Sean Sul-
livan, ESK boys director of coaching.
 Sullivan, recently named by Cleve-
land Scene as Cleveland’s “Soccer Sensei,” 
is the varsity soccer coach of Heights 
High and has been committed to ESK 
for over a decade. His protégé, Robbie 
Helfgott, an ESK alum, was named ESK 
girls director of coaching in December.
 “My goal is to continue ESK’s tra-
dition of high-level soccer training and 
also to expose more and more kids to 
our club,” said Helfgott. The Heights 
High girls varsity soccer coach has been 
with ESK three years and has taken the 
current U14 boys team to two league 
championships, and ESK’s first State 
Cup entry this spring.
 “Player development is paramount 
in our club, but our mission is also about 
making competitive soccer accessible 

East Side Kickers are a Heights institution
HEigHtS SportS

America’s military in their time of need. 
Fisher House Foundation donates "com-
fort homes," built on the grounds of 
major military and VA medical centers. 
These homes enable family members 
to be close to a loved one at the most 
stressful times—during the hospitaliza-
tion for an unexpected illness, disease or 
injury.  
 There is at least one Fisher House 
at every major military medical center 
(43 total) to assist families in need and to 
ensure that they are provided with the 
comforts of home in a supportive en-
vironment. Since its inception in 1990, 
the program has offered approximately 
3 million days of lodging to more than 
120,000 families at a savings of more 
than $100 million in lodging costs, plus 
savings on subsistence and transporta-
tion costs.  
 Tickets are available the day of the 
event or in advance by calling Burning 
River at 216-373-5684. Donations can be 
made at www.active.com/donate/fisherhou-
se2010lax.
 More event information is available 
at the Burning River Lacrosse Website 
at www.brlax.net. Burning River La-
crosse provides year-round lacrosse pro-
grams for players throughout Northeast 
Ohio.

Gregory Woody Calleri, founder and director 
of Burning River Lacrosse, provides devel-
opmental lacrosse opportunities at all levels 
to the Cleveland lacrosse community.

to all kids in our community,” said Lisa 
Manzari, ESK board president.
 Last year alone ESK awarded nearly 
$5,000 in player scholarships. “We are 
very proud of our scholarship program 
and couldn’t do it without the support 
of our families, local businesses and 
community members,” Manzari said.
 On Saturday, May 1, ESK will hold 
its Fifth Annual Soccer Fest and Fund-
raiser at the Cleveland Heights Com-
munity Center. Carnival games, food, 
dancing, raffles, a silent auction and, 
of course, soccer, will fill the gym from 
6–9 p.m. All proceeds support player 
scholarships.
 “It’s an exciting time in our club’s 
history with Sean and Robbie as our 
directors of coaching. We’re also very 
fortunate to have extremely talented 
and dedicated coaches,” Manzari said.
 In the winter the Kickers play at the 
newly renovated Force Indoor Sports 
complexes at both Richmond and Bed-
ford Heights. “Most of our teams won 
their division this winter and we’ve been 
able to add new teams and players,” said 
Helfgott.
 ESK wants to expand its reach in 
the community to add even more play-
ers and families.
 “We’re grooming great soccer 
players, but we’re also building strong 
community,” added Manzari. “We have 
families who leave the program and then 
return after joining other clubs. One 
parent told me that it was a breath of 
fresh air to return to ESK!” 
 With spring just beginning, ESK is 

already gearing up for the fall season. 
Tryouts are scheduled in May at Forest 
Hill Park. Boys will try out on Monday, 
May 17, and girls’ tryouts are Wednesday, 
May 19.
 For more information on the ESK 
Soccer Fest, player tryouts or to support 

Charity lacrosse event to raise money for  
families of the war wounded

ESK, visit: www.eastsidekickers.org or  
e-mail: lmanzari@eastsidekickers.org.

Carole Boyd plays soccer with Heights Mom 
Soccer. She has a daughter who plays for the 
East Side Kickers and another who plays 
varsity soccer on the Heights High team.

Eastside Kicker pat Millican (left) steals the ball from the opposing team.
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Myra Orenstein

It's been a long time since Brian Okin 
was a busboy at Nighttown, or since 
his graduation from Heights High. The 
chef/owner of Verve restaurant recalls 
those days fondly, believing they were 
instrumental in his decision to open a 
restaurant in Cleveland. "I love Cleve-
land Heights and the Nighttown experi-
ence definitely made an impact."
 Following his graduation from 
Heights High, Okin attended Butler 
University, but left before graduation. 
"I worked at a local northern Italian 
restaurant and became their sous chef. 
By the time I was 21, I was their execu-
tive chef,” he said.
 In 1991, Okin returned to Cleve-
land as the sous chef at Massimo de 
Milano, leaving that position to become 
executive chef at its East Side location 
on Larchmere. 
 Prior to opening Verve, Okin 
worked at Georgio’s in Lakewood, the 
Gates Mills Grille and as general man-
ager of Mosaica. Most recently, he was 
the chef/owner of Benvenuti in Broad-
view Heights.
 "My philosophy about food is 
simple—it has to be good. You don't 
have to over-complicate recipes to 
make food good. It's important to use 
the highest quality ingredients and not 
create anything that is over the top."
 Verve's menu combines comfort 
food with an Okin twist. He uses fresh 
ingredients to transform Old World 
recipes into new dishes.

Heights High grad opens Verve

Verve owner, Brian okin, recalls his days as a busboy at Nighttown.

 When it comes to wines, Okin 
"doesn't want mainstream offerings. I 
look for small production wines, those 
that aren't typically found in a grocery 
store." French, Argentinian, Spanish, 
California and Oregonian wines are 
among those available at Verve.
 At present, the restaurant serves 

Ready
Set

Grow
Support the HRRC Fundraiser 

April 19th - May 2nd

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

April Hours: Mon - Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

Become a Fan of Bremec On The Heights

MS
PE

C1
0

 Beef up @ the Pub 

 

 

30 original 

burgers 
 

$5 Burger + Beer 

everyday til 7pm 

and 

ALL Day + Night 

Monday 

2191 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights • 216.371.1713 

only wine and beer, but Okin anticipates 
offering full liquor service within a few 
months.

Myra G. Orenstein is president of CATV, 
Inc., the agency of record for VERVE. She 
lives and works in Cleveland Heights with 
her husband and their two children.

Gail Jackson 

In a letter to the Home Repair Resource 
Center, one client writes:

 When I  made my decision to buy 
a home I got encouragement from my 
lender and my Realtor to get the home 
of my dreams, at the top of my afford-
ability range. I wanted to keep my pay-
ment around what I was paying for rent 
(about $800), but the house I was about 
to buy would cost me $1,100 per month. 
Fortunately, a friend told me about the 
Home Buyer Education program at 
Home Repair Resource Center. I spoke 
with the housing counselor, enrolled in 
the home buyer workshops and took ad-
vantage of the individual counseling.
 I ended up buying a more modest 
house with a lower mortgage payment 
than what I was paying for rent. I have 
a monthly budget and tools to help me 
stay on course, a relationship with the 
Home Repair Resource Center that 
will help me maintain my home in good 
repair, and peace of mind with a little 
extra cash at the end of the month. 
 I am writing this because I really 
appreciate all they have done to help me 
understand the home buying process. 
And I want everyone else to realize that 
these services cannot be found in other 
communities in northeast Ohio.

—L. Williams

Gail Jackson is a housing counselor at the 
Home Repair Resource Center.

Smart home buying, 
thanks to HRCC

More stories online at www.heightsobserver.org

WHAT DO YOU WANT IN A HATHA YOGA CLASS?
I think it’s a non-competitive atmosphere –whether it’s the pose or your clothes… 

the opportunity to be in your neighborhood with like-minded people at a comfortable location… 
and in a class where the level of difficulty is adapted to the capacity of the participants. 

Led by George F. Kroto, B.A., L.M.T. 
Instructor 22 years – Practitioner 35 years – Meditator 36 years 

Member California Yoga Teacher’s Association – Certified by Spiritual Life Society, Hudson, Ohio 

Class series begin: Monday evening, May 3rd 7:30-9:10pm
Friday evening, May 7th 5:50-7:30pm

and Saturday morning, May 8th 7:50-9:30am
(eight weeks one class per week in May and June for $96) 

and are held at: Hillcrest Academy, 4431 Mayfield Road, South Euclid
Phone (216) 291-2610 to reserve your space or for more information. 

Learn to release the negative effects of stress and make your body a more comfortable place in which to live!
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• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard andgarden
amakeover this spring!
We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One FREE HOUR of landscape design/

consultation services – A $75.00 value.
Offer good through June 30, 2010.

Code:HOBDB0410

Heights High grad opens Verve
Kim Sergio Inglis 

Mark Reich, owner of Brew-n-Bistro 
on North Park, now offers an expanded 
menu in a newly renovated setting. 
“We’re changing the business to bring 
in more customers,” he explains, “And 
to keep them coming back.”
 In 1994, Reich opened an Arabica 
coffeehouse in the same location, in the 
Fairmount Circle Shopping Center. Over 
the years, as he expanded beyond stan-
dard coffeehouse fare, Reich changed the 
name. 
 Now, the “bistro” designation re-
flects additions, such as wine and beer, 
and new sandwich offerings.
 Reich estimates that they now of-
fer about 60–70 menu items, including 
a “create-your-own-salad” option, the 
popular Mish Mosh sandwich, vegetar-
ian and southwestern chicken chilis, and 
breakfast B’egg’Ls (egg sandwiches), 
which are available all day.
 “We work with the best of the local 
suppliers, and then it’s up to us to make 
it the best,” Reich states. “We’re try-
ing to keep as much as possible within 
the local community. Caruso Coffee 
provides Brew-n-Bistro with its own 
custom blend, North Park Dark, roasted 
twice a week. “It’s the same great local 
coffee we’ve offered since we opened 
and another thing that keeps customers 
coming back,” says Reich.
 Reich has always lived on the east 
side of Cleveland, and grew up in the 
food business, in a family that once 
operated all the city and state park 

Brew-n-Bistro on North park is revamped

concession stands.
 “I fell in love with the atmosphere of 
the original, independent coffeehouses. 
I want to keep this a place where people 
feel comfortable. They can come here 
to get a meal, or just to relax,” says Re-
ich. “This is still a coffeehouse at heart, 
but the coffee culture has changed. It’s 
become less gourmet, more fast and 
quick. We’re always fighting the national 
chains, trying to come up with the right 
combination of being a coffee place, 
with a great menu. Because people order 
at the counter, they expect the food to 

come out fast, and about half our busi-
ness is carryout. For people who eat in, 
we hope they feel welcome to linger.”
 Additions to the menu are just a 
part of the changes at Brew-n-Bistro, 

where Reich has replaced all of the 
lighting, painted, and added new pho-
tos of local scenes. Offerings will soon 
include a full-service deli, with meats 
and cheeses available by the pound, as 
well as a separate catering menu. With 
the approach of summer, Reich plans 
to open the patio, which seats 30. Open 
Mic Night will return, with local musi-
cians playing acoustic sets, and perhaps 
some poets as well.
 Staff consists largely of students 
from John Carroll University, and the 
school accounts for 15–20 percent of 
Reich’s business. The rest, Reich says, 
comes from the greater Heights neigh-
borhood. On a recent afternoon, well 
past lunchtime, the bistro was still a third 
full, with customers enjoying a late lunch 
or afternoon snack. The diverse crowd 
included a man with a laptop making 
use of Brew-n-Bistro’s free Wi-Fi, and 
a grandmother with two grandchildren, 
who stopped in after school.
 Reich says the changes have been 
well received so far. “I bus the tables 
myself whenever possible,” he says, 
“That way I can see how people like 
things. And every day, since we remod-
eled, people tell me how nice it is. Since 
we first opened, this has always been a 
kind of home away from home. We want 
to be everything to everyone, but do it 
with quality and efficiency.”

Kim Sergio Inglis, a former marketing 
professional, recently relocated to Cleveland 
Heights from Brooklyn, NY.

Loren Sonkin 

Winter conjures up images of relaxing 
in front of a roaring fire in a ski lodge 
and sipping a glass of port. While the 
Heights may lack ski lodges, there is 
no reason why a glass of port can’t be 
enjoyed in front of a roaring blaze in 
your fireplace.
 Port is a type of wine made in Por-
tugal. Unfortunately, some countries 
fail to honor Portugal’s right to the 
name and produce knock-offs of those 
wines. As for real port, there are 46  
permitted types of grapes used, with 
the six most common being Touriga 
Nacional, Tinta Cao, Tinta Roriz,  
Tinta Barroca, Touriga Francesa and 
Tinta Amarela. The wines are made  
like regular table wines, but then a 
neutral grape spirit is added to stop the 
fermentation, leaving a typically sweet 
wine, high in alcohol.
 Port comes in a variety of styles 
and a range of prices. The two biggest 
distinctions among ports are based on 
their color. Ruby ports are dark red with 
vibrant fruit flavors. In tawny ports, the 
fruit has been oxidized, giving them a 
golden brown color. Tawny ports tend 
to be nuttier in flavor.
 Although port wines can be from 
a specific vintage, most of the reason-
ably priced versions tend to be from a 
blend of vintages. These are made in a 
house style that is consistent from year 
to year.
 For this article, I reviewed two 
different wines from the house W. & 

J. Graham’s. They are one of the three 
leading port producers, along with Fon-
seca and Taylor-Fladgate. Like most of 
the leading port producers, this winery 
was started by the British, who com-
prised the primary port market in the 
18th and 19th centuries.

The Graham’s Six Grapes 
Port ($24 at the Cedar Green 
Heinen’s) is a ruby port. The 
wine has pretty raspberry 
aromas with just a hint of 

dark chocolate and raisins. It is slightly 
sweet and very drinkable.
 I also tried the Graham’s Tawny 

Port ($19 at Whole Foods). This 
is like the color of raspberry iced 
tea. The nose is nuttier with 
milk chocolate notes. Actually, 
comparing the two wines, this is 
more Goobers® and the first one, 

Raisinets®. Graham’s Tawny is slightly 
sweeter with a mouth-coating viscosity.
 Both wines, however, have a lovely 
warming quality, partially from their 19 
percent alcohol.
 Do not gulp these wines. Rather, 
they should be sipped slowly, after a 
meal. Although they may be expensive, 
they can be enjoyed for several weeks 
after opening the bottle. Don’t be in a 
hurry. If you’re between meals and want 
a glass of port, try one of these classic 
matches—Stilton cheese and walnuts, 
or chocolate—and enjoy!

Loren Sonkin lives in Cleveland Heights. 
He is the winemaker for SonkinCellars.com 
in California and writes for IntoWine.com.

A glass of port by a warm fire

Brew-n-Bistro on North park

20630 North Park Blvd.

(216) 371-5300 

Mon. – Fri. : 7 a.m.–9 p.m.  

Sat:  7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Sun:  8 a.m.–7 p.m. 
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Jim Cortez (left) and Evan Kelly (partially obstructed) work the counter at Brew-n-Bistro.
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Do Dew

Half awake thoughts

Are often the clearest

Unclouded by day dreams

Day schemes

Day screams

Still cool

Gently coated with dew

Soon to be evaporated into Do.

One Beautiful Moment

One beautiful moment

Outweighs by far

A lifetime of okay

 

 I Ku*

I’ve spent all this time

Finding levy’s city’s lines.

When will I find mine?

John Burroughs is a Buddho-Taoist pacifist, poet, who lives in Elyria, Ohio. His works 
have appeared in dozens of print and online publications. Founder of the Crisis Chronicles 
Press and Online Library. John cohosts the Lix and Kix Poetry Extravaganza held at 
Lakewood’s Bela Dubby Art Gallery and Beer Café.
* “I Ku” was published online in the Deep Cleveland Junkmail Oracle.

HeightsWrites
Meredith Holmes 

These three poems by John Burroughs arise 
from the poet’s careful attention to meaning, 
the world, and to consciousness itself. They 
invite the reader to observe and meditate, 
as well.

Anita Kazarian

Severance Hall rang with standing ova-
tions as Jeannette Sorrell, founder and 
music director of Apollo’s Fire, and pia-
nist Sergei Babayan played to a packed 
hall on March 13. The Mozart celebration 
concert featured a wide range of his mu-
sic: the overture and ballet music from 
Idomeneo, complete with baroque danc-
ers in period dress; the “Piano Concerto 
No. 24,” performed by Babayan; and the 
“Symphony No. 35.” The concert was also 
performed in Akron on March 12 and in 
Oberlin on March 14.
 Apollo’s Fire, founded in 1992, 
is dedicated to the performance of 
17th- and 18th-century music, often 
on period instruments. Babayan, an 
artist-in-residence at the Cleveland In-
stitute of Music since 1995, was to play 
the piano concerto on a 19th-century 
German piano, a Bluthner, from the 
Frederick Collection of Historic Pianos. 
It was moved here for the occasion, but 
Cleveland winter weather negatively 
affected the piano, so Babayan played 
instead on a Steinway grand. 
 Sorrell used the weekend concert 
series to announce Apollo’s Fire Interna-
tional Debut Tour, which will take place 
in November 2010. The tour will begin 
in New York City, travel to Spain and the 
Netherlands and conclude in London’s 
Wigmore Hall with a BBC broadcast.
 The Friends of Apollo’s Fire is hold-
ing a benefit event on April 24, called 

Festa Primavera: An Italian Spring Cel-
ebration. The group will perform music 
by Vivaldi, Uccellini and Castello. Italian 
food and wine will follow. For details 
about the benefit, call 216-295-0838.  
 For information about Apollo’s Fire 
and the International Debut Tour, con-
tact Jacqueline Taylor at 216-320-0012.

Anita Kazarian, a University Heights 
resident, is a frequent Observer contributor 
who ran for city council. She may be reached 
at AnitaKazarian@gmail.com.

 

Sorrell and Babayan pack Severance Hall

Margi Griebling-Haigh

St. Petersburg, 1860: A group of five 
composers, including Rimsky-Korsakov, 
Borodin, and Mussorgsky, forms to hear, 
discuss and support one another’s  mu-
sic. Paris, 1920: A group of six composers 
often frequent the same concert halls, 
salons, and bars. Cleveland Heights, 
2010: The Cleveland Composers Guild 
prepares to celebrate its 50th anniversa-
ry at a benefit concert called Baguettes 
& Bagatelles: 50 Firsts in 50 Seconds. 
Many Guild composers have written 
50-second celebratory pieces in honor 
of the anniversary. 
 Works include a tongue-in-cheek 
piece by Katharine O’Connell called 
“Head Banger’s Mash-up” and another 
by Ty Alan Emerson scored for bass, 
baseball bat and jingle bells. Pianist 
Eric Charnofsky will serve as soloist 
or accompanist in 10 pieces, including 
miniatures written by one of the Guild’s 
founding members, Klaus G. Roy. 
 Cleveland Orchestra cellist Charles 
Bernard, violist Mark Jackobs, oboist 
Jeffrey Rathbun, double bassist Scott 
Haigh and trombonist Massimo LaRosa 
have each volunteered to premiere some 
of these miniatures at the event. The 
works range in style from traditional and 
romantic to theatrical, humorous and 
avant garde.  Predictably, several pieces 
feature the musical notes C-C-G, but in 
quite unpredictable ways! 
 The Cleveland Composers Guild 
is one of the nation’s oldest new-music 
organizations. It started life under the 
umbrella of the former Fortnightly 
Musical Club of Cleveland, but became 

a separate nonprofit organization a 
decade ago. It has counted more than 
200 members during its history and cur-
rently includes 50 professional compos-
ers who write in a wide range of musical 
styles.
 In recent years the Guild has col-
laborated with the School of Cleveland-
San Jose Ballet, the Poets’ and Writers’ 
League of Greater Cleveland, the Rocky 
River Chamber Music Society and with 
numerous renowned local chamber and 
solo musicians to create multidisci-
plinary concerts that engage with the 
arts in new ways. 
 The Guild also presents a popular 
annual junior concert called Creativity: 
Learning through Experience, during 
which talented students premiere works 
written specifically for them and profes-
sional players perform works by student 
composers.
 Friday, April 23, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.; 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2747 Fair-
mount Blvd., Cleveland Heights. Adults: 
$25, seniors (65+): $20, students with 
ID: $10. Hors d’oeuvres, wine, and soft 
drinks: 7:30 to 8:15 p.m. Concert: 8:15 
to 9:00 p.m. Dessert and coffee: 9:00 
to 9:30 p.m. 

Margi Griebling-Haigh is a freelance com-
poser, oboist and artist residing in Cleveland 
Heights.

Composers Guild celebrates 50th

1975 Lee Road 
Cleveland Heights, 

Ohio 44118 
 

Phone 216.321.7100 
Fax 216.321.1115 

clydesbistro@gmail.com 

BOOKTALK WITH 
REGINA BRETT 

At Tommy’s Restaurant 
Tuesday, April 20th at 11:30 a.m. 

Benefits the LIT 
35.00 includes Luncheon & 

God Never Blinks 
email suzanne@macsbacks.com 

To reserve a space 

Eric Charnofsky, Cleveland Heights pianist and 
Composer

apollo’s Fire performs at Severance Hall, home of the Cleveland orchestra.
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got syrup?
www.heightsalumni.org

3.25”

9.50”

Sunday, April 18th
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - Heights High Cafeteria

Adults $6 • Children & Seniors $5

You don’t need to be an alum to enjoy all you can eat 
pancakes and tours of Cleveland Heights High School.  

Bring your appetite as well as a few dollars for raffle tickets 
and a chance to win one of three iPods.

Al Gray !45

Peggy Garr !63
Howard Hanna

Pepper Pike

14th Annual Cleveland Heights High School Alumni Foundation Scholarship Pancake Breakfast

Floral
   Fantasies
      Unlimited

Washington & Lee 
Auto Service

Chip Ramsey !84

Peggy Garr !63

PATH! !      
Parent Ambassadors to Heights

Proud to be 
supported by:

Beverly Simmons

As the finale to this season, CityMusic 
Cleveland presents a series of five eve-
ning concerts beginning April 14.  
 Heartstrings The Hungarian-
born Gregory Vajda, currently assistant 
conductor of the Oregon Symphony, 
will make his Cleveland debut with 
a program that includes Beethoven’s 
“Symphony No. 8, Eroica,” Mozart’s 
“Flute Concerto No. 1,” with Heidi 
Ruby Kushious as soloist, and Sibel-
ius’s “Rakastava, Op.14.” The program, 
called Heartstrings, consists of works 
by composers who stirred hearts with 
their music.
 CityMusic Cleveland will present 

this concert at 7:30 p.m., April 14, at 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church, at the 
corner of Fairmount Boulevard and 
Coventry Road in Cleveland Heights. 
For other dates and locations visit www.
citymusiccleveland.org.
 Peter and the Wolf “Peter and 
the Wolf,” by Dergei Prokofiev, has en-
tertained many generations of children, 
It is a musical fairy tale in which each 
character is represented by a different 
instrument of the orchestra.
 The concert will be performed on 
April 17, at 11 a.m. at Fairmount Pres-
byterian Church in Cleveland Heights. 
Led by Damon Gupton and narrated 
by Steve Moretti, the concert is free, 
though offerings are welcome.

CityMusic Cleveland plans season finales

Maureen Jane Carey 

Tinamou is a Cleveland Heights band 
consisting of four friends: Morgan 
Mecaskey (guitar, keys, vocals); Cam-
eron Schenk (violin); Nina DeRubertis 
(vocals) and Anthony Foti (drums, 
percusssion).
 Tinamou is also a South American 
bird that can run, but not fly. According 
to folklore, says Mecaskey, the tinamou 
is so loyal that if its mate dies, it will die, 
too. Tinamou formed in 2002 with just 
Schenk and Mecaskey, who were friends 
since childhood. As time went on, the 
band opened up to include new mem-
bers, Nina DeRubertis and Anthony 
Foti. 
 Their first CD, “The Bird Runs” 
speaks to where the band is: it’s taking 
off. The album became a reality with the 
help of Doc and Lee Harrill of Synergy 
Studios, and Dave Douglas from Sky 
Parlor, who collaborated on mixing the 
songs. Joel Miller of Joel Miller Designs 
scanned the image of a tinamou that 
Mecaskey had created into a format 
suitable for the cover art. 
 From start to finish, the album 
took about five months. It was released 
at a party at Doc’s house, attended by 
more than 100 supportive family and 
friends.
 Tinamou seeks to impart hope, 
light, love and truth to its listeners. 
The band wants to make this a better 
world through its music. Band members 
examine themselves and their lives to 
see if they’re living up to what they sing 
about. Hope is the driving force behind 
Tinamou and it is what the group wants 

to bring to its listeners.
 Tinamou intends to increase its 
exposure and to become more familiar 
to people by playing at various venues 
around Cleveland, such as The Grog 
Shop; Beachland Ballroom; Hi-Fi in 
Lakewood; Phoenix and Arabica. 
 The group also gains exposure by 
putting its videos on Youtube, Myspace, 
Facebook and Twitter.
 Connect with Tinamou at www.
myspace.com/tinamoumusic.

Maureen Jane Carey is an aspiring writer 
who enjoys writing poetry and plays. 

tinamou finds its wings 

gregory Vajda conducts CityMusic Cleveland.

tinamou’s members believe the band can fly

Pilobolus gives Heights grad a chance to dance 
for a hometown audience
Pam Barr

Christopher Whitney’s life on stage 
began at age 10 with the Heights Youth 
Theatre. Now he’s a member of an ac-
claimed dance company.
 In 2008, the Cleveland Heights 
native won a job with wildly popular 
Pilobolus Dance Theater. Next month 
Whitney will perform for friends and 
his mother, Kitty McWilliams, when he 
takes the stage at the Palace Theatre in 
Playhouse Square at 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 8, in a production copresented by 
DANCECleveland and Cuyahoga Com-
munity College.
 “I knew the company and had seen 
their work, so when I auditioned I un-
derstood what they were looking for in 
a dancer,” Whitney said. He credits his 
success to his experience as an intern 
with Bill Wade and Cleveland-based 
Inlet Dance Theatre, where he learned 
partnering and improvisation skills. 
“The hallmark of Pilobolus is creativity, 
communication and collaboration, so I 
was well prepared.”
 A graduate of Cleveland Heights 
High School, class of 2001, and Ohio 
University, Whitney had an early interest 
in gymnastics, and wrestled during high 
school. He enrolled at Ohio University 
to pursue a degree in dance performance, 
and then decided to “learn martial arts 
from the source”—China. He spent four 
months studying and training with Shao-
lin monks, learning how to move with 
staffs, swords and nunchucks.
 To win a spot with Pilobolus, he had 
to best a field of 75 men in an arduous four-

day audition. 
Now,  a s  a 
member of 
the compa-
ny, Whitney 
continues his 
wanderlust 
ways .  “We 
tour seven to 
eight months 
each year,”  he says. “I’m very lucky. It’s a 
unique opportunity to see the world. Last 
year we spent a month in the Netherlands. 
This year all of our touring is in the United 
States, where we will visit 26 states.”
 Whitney says the travel can be 
rough on Pilobolus spouses but he and 
his wife Meredith have adjusted to it. 
They met while Meredith was a student 
at John Carroll University.
 When the company is at home in 
Washington Depot, Conn., a few miles 
from where Whitney now lives, they 
rehearse new work. “It’s a rigorous, five-
day-a-week process. All of the movement 
comes from improvisation. When we 
begin a new dance, we don’t know where 
we’ll wind up,” Whitney explained.
 At the Palace Theatre, Pilobolus will 
perform five dances showcasing the full 
troupe of athletic dancers “known for 
their intricate human pile-ups that play 
with illusion and reality” (Washington 
Post). Tickets for the one-night-only per-
formance are available at 216-241-6000 
or online at www.playhousesquare.org.

Pam Barr is a principal of Barr Communica-
tions in Cleveland Heights and is a public re-
lations consultant for DANCECleveland.    

 For more information, visit www.
citymusiccleveland.org.

Beverly Simmons is marketing director and 
a founder of CityMusic Cleveland.
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Owned and operated by 
          Chris and Bill Hann.

PLUMBING / HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING       www.vehann.com      

Great Pricing on 
HVAC Replacement!

                        This combination 
                           can’t be beat!

216-932-9755
 

Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Nela Florist Inc.      Stan Soble

Phone (216) 451-8333   1-800-837-8333
Fax (216) 451-8336       
www.nelaflorist.net

2132 Noble Road (Opposite Nela Park)
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112

By Eleanor Mallet

Around 10 a.m. one 
weekday, I sat at Starbucks on Cedar 
Road, taking the first sip of my ‘tall.’
 Expecting to be enveloped by a 
warm coffee shop buzz, it took me a few 
minutes to get my bearings. It was so 
quiet, so study-hall quiet. The walls were 
lined with tables for two, but only solo 
patrons sat there. Intense solo patrons. 
They were all staring at their laptops, 
most with cell phones placed carefully 
on their tables. One young man was 
chewing on his finger, another was hold-
ing his chin, yet another stretched and 
yawned, but never stopped staring. 
 Two women sat next to each other, 
hunched over, headsets on, fingers slid-
ing delicately over their laptop touch 
pads in a kind of synchronicity.
 Then I got it. The wall is lined with 

another kind of connection
plugs so, of course, the laptoppers hug 
the walls.
 All are starring, expressionless, 
brows furrowed. It can’t be good news. 
But the point is, there are no clues. It is 
so very, very private, formidably private. 
What is so compelling? Biochemistry or 
Facebook?
 Then, I note that in the inner circle 
of the room, three women are having 
a meeting. Two men are reading the 
newspaper—older men. Here it is—the 
generational divide. OK, I admit I am 
from that talk-touch-smile-laugh world. 
No blog, no Web site.
 My first whiff of this new culture 
came years ago when a son came home 
and plugged in at the kitchen table like 
it was a gas station. He sat down and 
assumed that rounded position. How 
great it was to have him home, but 
was he really home or connected only 
to the innards of that flat little box? 
My kitchen table had always been for 
another kind of connection.
 I’ve been fascinated by people 

holding their precious little cell phones 
cradled in their palms. They stare, they 
fondle, they gently touch the buttons. 
The phone is a kind of love object or 
comfort object, like the blankie. What 
could possibly be so absorbing? You 
don’t really know, I found, ’til you learn 
to text. “I can meet—can’t—an hour 
later?—bring a friend?” iPhones take 
it to a new level, with fingers flicking, 
down, down, sideways, sideways. No 
way to break into that.
 But the laptop is something else. Put 
a human in front of it and it becomes 
an impenetrable cocoon. It occupies 
the hand and the eyes, and the posture 
curves to make a complete impermeable 
sphere. The screen completes the mem-
brane. It is my friends, my intimacy, my 
information, my music. It gives entirely 
new meaning to the expression, “left to 
one’s own devices.”
 And I dared to sit there with only 
my eyes, my notebook and my pen. 
 I moved on, away from the intensity 
of the Case Western Reserve University 

students, to Phoenix Coffee on Lee 
Road, a place more “Heightsian.” Two 
groups of four are meeting, planning, 
perhaps, the future of the Heights and 
the world. There is a hint of that old 
coffee shop buzz.
 But even Phoenix was not full-on—
rubbing shoulders with a lively, talky hu-
manity. Six laptoppers were huddled in 
a row along the wall, two with headsets, 
presenting, once again, this formidable 
public isolation. 
 The laptop-cell phone-headset tri-
umvirate makes for a kind of enclosed, 
portable life, undoubtedly satisfying, 
although strangely not lived in the 
rough and tumble of the here and now. 
It makes me wonder, and I admit I am 
one still limping across the great digital 
divide, where are we going with these 
self-constructed, autonomous lives?

Eleanor Mallet is a longtime explorer of the 
nooks and crannies in the Heights. Her col-
umn, Observing in the Heights, explores the 
special people and places in the Heights. 

Angee Shaker

Cleveland Heights High School, in cooperation with 
the cities of Cleveland Heights and University Heights, 
will be offering community swim programs beginning 
on April 6 and running through June 5. Interested 
residents may register through the Cleveland Heights 
Recreation Pavilion.

SCHEDULE 
Mondays and Wednesdays          
6:30-7:30 a.m.         Adult Lap Swim 
4:00-7:00 p.m.         Adult Lap Swim                                               
6:00-7:30 p.m.         Learn-to-Swim                                               
7:00-8:00 p.m.         Water Aerobics 

Tuesdays and Thursdays             
6:30–7:30 a.m.         Adult Lap Swim                                               
4:00–7:00 p.m.         Swim Team Practice                                               
4:00–7:00 p.m.         Adult Lap Swim Fridays                                     
6:30–7:30 a.m.         Adult Lap Swim                                               
4:00–7:00 p.m.         Adult Lap Swim                                               
4:00–7:00 p.m.         Family Swim Saturdays                                 
8:00–9:00 a.m.         Adult Lap Swim                                               
9:00–11:45 a.m.       Swim Team Practice                                               
11:45–1:15 p.m.       Learn-to-Swim

Angee Shaker is the coordinator of commu-
nications and community engagement for the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

Community Swim Program at CHHS

Peg Weissbrod

"If it's not fun, it's not worth doing." So 
say the pastors of Forest Hill Presbyte-
rian Church in Cleveland Heights.
 Fun in worship is one of the catalysts 
behind Forest Hill's alternative worship 
services. The next service, Swing to the 
Lord a New Song, at 7:30 p.m. on April 
11, at the church (3031 Monticello Blvd.), 
will be a toe-tapping, joy-filled jazz fest, 
showcasing sacred works written in jazz 
or gospel styles.
 Pastor John Lentz says that the ser-
vice is part of the church's commitment 
to presenting "the dance of worship" 
in new and lively ways. Many mainline 
churches are trying unorthodox wor-
ship styles in an attempt to appeal to 
younger people. But Forest Hill, noticing  
that many younger churchgoers  
appreciate traditional worship ele-
ments, decided against scrapping their  

Jazz, fun and worship on 'Low Sunday'
current style.
 "We call our 11:00 Sunday morning 
service 'formally informal'," says Lentz. 
"The pastors wear robes and a choir 
processional starts the service, but it's 
a rare Sunday when the congregation 
doesn't burst into laughter or applause, 
or both." 
 Still, Forest Hill wanted to offer 
something different, not only to draw 
in people who don't normally attend 
church, but to provide new ways to  
worship for its regular congregants.  
Music director and organist Anne 
Wilson has designed a series of Sunday  
evening services around different 
musical experiences, naming them 
"AWE" for "Alternative Worship  
Experiences."
 Swing to the Lord a New Song falls 
on the Sunday after Easter, sometimes 
referred to as Low Sunday. But, Wilson 
promises, "there will be nothing 'low' 

about this service." 
 A jazz combo with well-known  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  j a z z  m u s i c i a n s — 
trombonist Paul Ferguson and trum-
peter Jack Schantz—plus the adult 
and high-school choirs of Forest 
Hill Church and the award-winning  
Cleveland Heights Barbershop Group 
will be featured.  
 Previous AWE services featured ca-
lypso music by the University of Akron's 
steel drum quintet; Dance Afrika Dance, 
a Cleveland dance and drama group spe-
cializing in African arts; and global music 
specialist Amanda Powell.
 All AWE events are free and open to 
the public and followed by refreshments. 
For more details call 216-321-2660 or visit 
www.fhcpresb.org.

Peg Weissbrod is a freelance writer and part-
time publicity coordinator and Webmaster for 
Forest Hill Church in Cleveland Heights.

Becky Rocker

On a blustery day in February, Maria 
Gershanovich became a United States 
citizen at the age of 87.
 The day may as well have been like 
any other in Cleveland in February. She 
arrived at the U. S. District Courthouse 
at 8 a.m. on Feb. 19, ready to begin a new 
chapter late in her life.
 Gershanovich, with more than 200 
other people, recited the Pledge of Al-
legiance. Speaking through a translator, 
Gershanovich said she was nervous but 
remembered every word and was relieved 
when it was over. She is proud to now call 
herself a U. S. citizen, she said.
 Gershanovich’s journey started five 
years ago when she emmigrated from 

Vladivostok, Russia. 
A neurologist, she ar-
rived in the Heights 
not knowing a word 
of English. Through  
classes offered by the 
Jewish Family Service 
Association,  she eventually gained a feel-
ing for the language. JFSA also helped her 
prepare for her citizenship test.
 She recalls the day she took the 
test. The weather was atrocious, with 
blizzard-like conditions. Her case  
manager at JFSA, Svetlana Naku, drove 
her to the exam, and Gershanovich 
said she almost fell after getting out of  
the car.

Becky Rocker is marketing/pr specialist for 
the Jewish Family Service Association.

Starting again at 87
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Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, Ohio 44127 . www.nhscleveland.org 

2194 Lee Road

Great for Lunch
Call Ahead, We’ll be Ready

Deborah Michelson

Have you ever been baffled by judicial 
elections? Perhaps there is a name, or 
maybe two, on the ballot that you rec-
ognize. Maybe you have a lawyer friend 
to ask for advice before heading to the 
polls. But, chances are that, like most 
voters, you are left wondering who de-
serves your vote. Does casting a vote for 
someone you don’t know much about do 
more harm than good?
 There is an organization that is 
committed to helping you solve this 
quandary. Judge4Yourself is a service of 
the Judicial Candidates Rating Coalition 
(JCRC), a volunteer group that rates 
candidates before every judicial elec-
tion. The JCRC consists of members of 
several organizations: Cleveland Met-
ropolitan Bar Association, Cuyahoga 
Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, 
Norman S. Minor Bar Association and 
Ohio Women’s Bar Association.
 These member organizations inter-
view, assess and rate candidates who are 
running for judicial office in Cuyahoga 
County. The ratings are then published 
in a printable spreadsheet on the JCRC’s 
Web site—Judge4Yourself.com—about 30 
days before each primary and general 
election. The group’s mission is to edu-
cate voters about the qualifications of 
judicial candidates, thereby eliminating 
the judicial election "guessing game" 
by providing voters with independent, 
nonpartisan and objective information 
that they can use to cast their ballots.
 Why should voters care about 
the quality of our judges?
 Anyone who has ever appeared in 
court—whether as a party or a witness, 
a juror or a lawyer in a criminal or civil 
case—knows firsthand how important 
it is to have a qualified, dedicated judge 
assigned to the matter.
 Judges are public officials who hold 
significant power to make decisions 
that affect individuals, businesses, and 
public policy. Cuyahoga County has 59 
county judgeships—people who render 
judgements in the county’s Court of 
Appeals, Court of Common Pleas, Do-
mestic Relations Court, Juvenile Court 
and Probate Court. There are also many 
municipal court judges throughout the 
county who are elected as well.
 Judges decide whether a jury hears a 
case, and whether a jury verdict should 
be reduced or thrown out. The deci-
sion that a judge makes in any one case 
affects not only the parties involved in 
that case, but also may become prec-
edent and binding in future cases.
 Voters must vote for at least a third 
of these positions every two years. 

With so many names on the ballot, it 
is difficult to be truly knowledgeable 
about all the candidates. Many voters 
simply decide not to cast votes in these 
elections; others just pick a name they 
recognize. That is hardly the best way 
to ensure that top-quality judges are 
serving our county.
 How does the JCRC rate the 
candidates?
 Judge4Yourself ’s ratings are non-
partisan and independent. Its focus is 
whether the candidate has the qualities 
that make a good judge: integrity, impar-
tiality, judicial temperament, diligence, 
professional competence and commu-
nity understanding.
 To determine the ratings, members 
of the four constituent organizations 
jointly interview each candidate, review 
the candidate’s answers to a detailed 
questionnaire, check each candidate’s 
references, evaluate each candidate’s 
written work, and discuss the candidates 
and their qualifications. Dozens of expe-
rienced lawyers, including many whom 
regularly practice in the courts for which 
the candidates seek office, participate in 
these interviews and discussions.
 Several nonlawyer community rep-
resentatives participate in the rating 
process as well. The JCRC’s diversity 
is unique, and intentionally designed 
to elicit meaningful contributions and 
input from a wide cross-section of the 
community. The ultimate goal is to have 
Cuyahoga County courts populated 
by highly qualified, fair and respectful 
judges.

Deborah Michelson is cochair of the delega-
tion to the Judicial Candidates Rating Coali-
tion of the Ohio Women's Bar Association.

Rating judicial candidates ends the guessing gameCommunity events

MAC’S MARATHON 
Same location since 1977 

 
2 Certified ASE Mater Technicians 
All Types of Mechanical Repairs 

Domestic & Import, Light Truck & Auto Repair 
Licensed E  Check Repair Facility 

 
 
 
 

 

1828 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Heights 
216.321.3113 

macs9577@sbcglobal.net 
 

Reliable. Honest. 100% Satisfaction. 
 

Windshield Wiper. BUY ONE/GET ONE FREE with ad 

Scott Berman Ken Block 

Ohio Lottery We Recycle 

Beyond Pesticide’s 28th National Forum, 
April 9-10
Greening the Community: Green economy, organic 
environments, and healthy people is the title for Be-
yond Pesticide’s 28th National Forum, which will take 
place on April 9 and 10 at Case Western Reserve 
University. The forum costs $25 and includes a tour of 
the Cleveland Botanical Garden, two evening recep-
tions, breakfast and lunch catered by the Mustard 
Seed Market and national and local speakers. Topics 
include cutting edge health science, lawn pesticide 
bans, protecting pollinators, thinking beyond your 
plate, organic gardening and farming. For a full list of 
speakers, panels, schedule and registration visit www.
beyondpesticides.org/forum. For more information, 
contact Barry Zucker, at 216-291-3424 or bzucker@
beyondpesticidesohio.org.   

Spring clean your electronics April 17
Whole Foods Market will hold a free Community 
E-Cycling & Earth Month Celebration from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 17, at its University 
Heights store, Cedar Center. Anyone may drop off 
used, broken and unwanted electronics. Then stop in 
the store for food samples, entertainment and activi-
ties. Any hard drives in computers will be removed, 
scrubbed, and destroyed after collection. Look for 
signs in the parking lot and team members to direct 
you to the specific outdoor drop-off location. Visit 
www.wholefoodsmarket.com/cleveland, for more 
information and a list of eligible items.

Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park spring cleanup will 
be April 17
Coventry P.E.A.C.E Park, the playground at the 
former Coventry Elementary School in Cleveland 
Heights, was built in 1993 by the community using 
funds raised and donated by area residents. Twice 
each year, Coventry P.E.A.C.E.—the organization that 
cares for it—hosts a cleanup and maintenance event. 
The spring clean-up day is Saturday, April 17, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Come for an hour or all day if you have 
time. Snacks and lunch will be served in the Coventry 
Library. Garden tools and gloves are provided. Bring 
your enthusiasm and the desire to keep the garden 
and playground beautiful.

Columnist Regina Brett gives book talk at 
Tommy’s April 17
When Plain Dealer columnist Regina Brett turned 
50, she wrote a column on the 50 lessons life taught 
her. The column went viral and Brett’s book God 
Never Blinks: 50 Lessons for Life’s Little Detours was 
written by popular demand. In it, Brett has taken her 
50 life lessons and expanded them into deeply per-
sonal essays. Brett will give a book talk at Tommy’s 
Restaurant, 1824 Coventry Rd., on Tuesday, April 
20, at 11:30 a.m. The event is a benefit for the LIT: 
Cleveland’s Literary Center. The LIT promotes read-
ing and writing by offering classes, programs, events 
and Muse, a quarterly literary and visual arts journal. 
The $35 fee includes lunch, a copy of God Never 
Blinks and a donation to the LIT. Contact Mac’s 
Backs Books to reserve your space by April 17 at 
suzanne@macsbacks.com or 216-321-2665 or stop 
into the bookstore.

Ruffing Montessori School 50th Anniver-
sary Gala is April 17
Ruffing Montessori School in Cleveland Heights will 
cap off its celebratory year with a Golden Bead 

Gala on April 17 at 7 p.m. at the Heights Rockefeller 
Center, 3099 Mayfield Road. The gala will feature 
a sit-down dinner (catered by Doug Katz of fire food 
and drink), signature cocktails, a live auction with 
exciting local, coastal and international trips, a raffle 
and dancing to the Echoes band. Tickets are $135, 
$175 and $250. Tickets at the higher levels feature 
additional benefits, including a guided wine tasting, 
led by wine expert Loren Sonkin, and valet parking. 
Gala chairs are Cleveland Heights residents Martha 
Schubert and Dominique River. Call 216-321-7571 
for reservations or information by April 7.

Earth Day Fair Trade Sale at JCU April 22
An Earth Day Fair Trade Sale will take place on 
Thursday, April 22, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
D.J. Lombardo Student Center at John Carroll Uni-
versity. The center is located on S. Belvoir, between 
Carroll and Washington blvds. Fair trade supports 
artisans and farmers in developing counties. The 
sale is environmentally friendly, offering organic and 
environmentally safe products. For more information, 
visit www.jcu.edu/fairtrade.

Heights Parent Center benefit is April 24
Heights Parent Center will hold its annual benefit 
on Saturday, April 24 at 7 p.m. at the Great Lakes 
Science Center. All proceeds support the parent edu-
cation and family support programs that HPC runs 
at Taylor School, at the Lee Road. Library and in all 
the CH-UH elementary school buildings. Participants 
can listen to the live music of Sarah’s Girl and enjoy 
the hors d’oeuvres menu of Simply Elegant. Steve 
Presser, of Big Fun, will conduct a live auction with an 
array of items. The night will provide an opportunity 
to support building strong families in the community. 
Tickets start at $50, and patrons purchasing tickets at 
the $125 level will receive recognition in the program 
and free parking in the Science Center garage. For 
more information, contact HPC at 216-321-0079 or 
visit www.heightsparentcenter.org.

Heights writer at national conference
David Budin, a writer from Cleveland Heights, has 
been selected to speak at the 39th annual national 
Writers Conference of the American Society of 
Journalists and Authors in April at the Roosevelt Hotel 
in New York City. He is also serving as cochair of 
this year’s conference. Budin, a freelance journalist 
since 1992, is the former editor of Northern Ohio 
Live and Cleveland Magazine and serves on the 
Heights Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee. He 
will moderate a discussion called “Freelancing 101,” 
covering what a beginning freelance writer needs to 
know, with a panel of four other successful freelance 
writers from around the country. Information about 
ASJA and the upcoming conference can be found 
at http://www.asja.org/wc.

Dugway Brook Watershed Festival will be 
June 26
The Dugway Brook Watershed Festival will take 
place on Saturday, June 26, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Forest Hill Park boat house in East Cleveland. 
Learn about the watershed and how it relates to 
Lake Erie, our drinking water, and our watershed 
community. This free event will feature family-friendly 
activities, demonstrations, free food samples, and arts 
and crafts for kids. Contact the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Health at 216-201-2001 x1223 or visit 
www.ccbh.net for more information.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

 

Call Ted Stone  
216-291-2523        

or 

216-322-9180 (cell)) 
(Serving the Heights area for 35 years)  

10% off with ad 

Professional Painting  
WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST 

SAVE $$  
NOW! 

Painting, Interior & Exterior  
Deck Refinishing, Power Washing 
Water Damage Repair, Plastering 
Household Repairs 
Wallpaper and Drywall 

DOGTOPIATM

Doggy
Daycare &
Overnight
Boarding in
Cleveland Hts.
291-0605

www.dogtopia.net

DogT classified:Layout 1  4/10/09  8:54 AM  Page 1

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

SEITZ 
-AGIN 

HARDWARE 

Service, Quality,  
Community 

 

(216) 321-4630 
2271 LEE ROAD 

 

SEITZ-AGIN.COM 

 

* DARE TO COMPARE * 
  

AUTO INSURANCE 
HOME/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS 
LIFE INSURANCE 

  

$35 LIABILITY 
$70 FULL COVERAGE 

  

"We can beat your rates" 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road  (216) 691-9227 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 
216-904-1786 

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

Custom    Quality    Craftsmanship 
references available 

 

    216.233.9253 
 

Garages, Decks, Fences 
Replacement Windows 

Custom Carpentry 

  a Cleveland Heights business   
licensed, bonded, insured 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
 
 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 

only $23.95 
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  

• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 5/31/10 

SIMONS AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

 

SIMON DAHER 
Manager 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Craftsman Woodworking 
 

Radiator Covers 
Book Cases 

Tables, All Types 
Shelving, Built in/Free Standing 

 

Built of Select Hardwood to Coordinate 
With Your Home’s Interior 

 

Free Consultation/Estimate 
 

Michael Madorsky 
216.321.7729 

N&J Cleaning Service
 

(216) 215-6633 
(480) 286-4415 

 ndacleaning@aol.com 
 

Serving the Heights  
for over 20 years! 

 

Call us to set up an appointment  
and show us around your house.  

We clean YOUR home, like OUR house! 
 

*Refer your friends and your next cleaning is free! 

M-W, 9 am to 4 pm, Thursday 12-8 pm 
 

You don't have to face an unexpected pregnancy alone. 
 

Call 216.371.4848 or visit online 
at www.alternaterm.org 

 
 

 

 

Celebrating 25 Years of Service  
in Cleveland Heights! 

Free Pregnancy Testing 
Confidential Peer Counseling 
Limited Ultrasound 

FINLEY LANDSCAPING 
 

Individualized services  
for your property 

  

Spring Clean Up 
Property Maintenance 

Renovation * Installation *Aerating  
 

 Fully insured Free estimates  
 

In the Heights since 1988  

216-932-5689 
finleylandscaping@sbcglobal.net 

Kathy Dawson

Q:  Although my husband and I are home 
in the evenings and our kids are grown 
and on their own, we rarely spend time 
together after dinner. I watch my shows 
on television and he works on his com-
puter late into the night, after I’m in bed. 
What can we do to change this? 
A: This is common for many couples. 
Even without technological temptations, 
couples sometimes have trouble synchro-
nizing their body clocks to get to bed at 
the same time. Try having a heart-to-heart 
talk about striking a balance for the sake 
of quality time in your relationship. See if 
you can agree to two “techno-free” nights 
a week—without the television, computer 
or Blackberry.  Play cards, a board game, 
or chat over coffee. Can you agree to go to 
bed at the same time on those nights? If 
one of you usually goes to sleep later than 
the other, find an hour in between to end 
your day together.

Kathy Dawson is a Cleveland Heights author 
and relationship coach. Send questions for this 
column to kathy@kathythecoach.com. 

Side by Side
Fran Mentch

All are welcome to attend “Cleveland 
Heights: How Do We Compare to Amer-
ica’s Other Older, Inner-Ring Suburbs?” 
It’s a free presentation by Dr. Dennis 
Keating, at the first annual meeting of 
Severance Neighborhood Organization, 
Sunday, April 11, at 3 p.m. in the Cleve-
land Heights Community Center.
 Dr. Keating, who holds a joint faculty 
appointment in the Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law and the Levin College 
of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State, is a 
longtime resident of Cleveland Heights 
and an expert on Cuyahoga County’s 

Cleveland Heights: How do we compare? 
inner-ring suburbs. He is an authority 
on housing, urban planning and neigh-
borhood development and has written 
extensively. His book, The Suburban Ra-
cial Dilemma: Housing and Neighborhoods, 
is popular among educators.
 Discussion after the presentation 
will be facilitated by Sue Blouch, an 
expert in organizational change. For in-
formation, call 216-381-5356, visit www.
heightsSNO.org or e-mail sno@heightss-
no.org. 

Fran Mentch, a civic activist and 20-year 
resident of Lynn Park Drive, is president of 
Severance Neighborhood Organization.

Joy Henderson

Twenty-five teams will compete in the 
19th annual Reaching Heights Adult 
Community Spelling Bee at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 21, in the Heights 
High auditorium. Admission is free. 
Since 1990, this fierce but friendly 
competition has raised more than 
$250,000 for grants to teachers in the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
school district.   
 Reaching Heights is a nonprofit 
organization that mobilizes commu-
nity resources to support highly valued 
public schools. For more information, 
contact Reaching Heights at 216-932-
5110 or visit www.reachingheights.org to 
see video from last year’s bee. 

Joy Henderson is the assistant director of 
Reaching Heights. She takes a phonetic ap-
proach to spelling, regardless of accuracy.

Spell well, and do 
a good deed

The energy-efficient way to heat and cool your home or  
business.  We specialize in retrofitting Heights homes!

Call 216-906-1300 or email J.Shorey@NorthcoastGeothermal.com for more information.

 

Northcoast Geothermal*, Inc.
 Design and Construction Services

Making the planet greener, one 
house at a time.

*Noun 1.
geothermal energy

Heights Hardware 
                                        Since 1911    

          
You have an old house?

We have an old store for that!

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701

5/pk Paper Leaf bags $1.99
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CoMMuNity NEWS

X-LARGE 15" 16-CUT 
ONE-TOPPING FOR

$1299
Chicken and X-Cheese additional

Offer expires 3/31/10
Chicken and X-Cheese additional

Offer expires 6/30/10

Kelli Fontenot

The first CureSearch walk in Cleveland, 
planned for May 8 at Wade Oval from 
9 to 11:30 a.m., will raise awareness and 
funding for childhood cancer research.
 Cancer is the leading cause of death 
for children, according to CureSearch. 
The organization, which works with 
the Children’s Oncology Group and 
National Childhood Cancer Foundation 
to fund research, will play a major role 
in the Northeast Ohio CureSearch Walk 
to Conquer Childhood Cancer, accord-
ing to cochair Stephen Crowley.
 Crowley and his wife, Cynthia Van 
Lenten, are organizing the walk. Posters 
advertising the event feature photo-
graphs of their daughter, Olivia, who 
was diagnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma 
in 2002. She was seven years old. For 
the next three years, she underwent 
treatment, including chemotherapy in 
hospitals from Memphis to New York. 
Described by her father as a vibrant 
child, who loved soccer and wanted to 
be a comedian, Olivia died in 2005.
 "She was full of life, and it made it 
really hard to see that something like 
this could happen to somebody like 
that," Crowley said. "My wife and I did 
everything we could to try to save her. 
We spent a lot of energy and resources 
trying to find a cure for her, so we de-
cided to put the same energy and work 
into trying to help other children and 
other families."
 With support from members 
of the community, Crowley and Van 
Lenten now dedicate their time to rais-
ing awareness, ensuring that everyone 
knows that the top priority is donating 
the dollars to fund the research that will 
help find a cure.
 "Cure rates for childhood cancer 
have gone from 30 percent in the 1980s 
to 78 percent today. That’s amazing," 
Crowley said, "but that still leaves one 
out of every four children."
 Stacey Brown-Walker, sponsorship 
chair for the walk, says she encourages 
local companies and individuals to do-
nate and attend. All the proceeds of the 
walk will go to fund childhood cancer 
research.
 "You can sponsor on a corporate 
level, you can donate individually, or you 
can sign up to walk. We will take spon-
sorships up until the day of the walk, 
and then after that, people can donate 
directly to CureSearch," said Brown-

Walk aims to conquer childhood cancer

Walker, noting that on-site registration 
for the event opens at 8 a.m.
 Several schools, hospitals and busi-
nesses have already formed teams and 
donated, including the Cleveland Clinic, 
Akron Children’s Hospital, Rainbow 
Babies & Children’s Hospital and the 
Cleveland Orchestra, Crowley said.
 Six members of the CUT Hair 
Studio team will walk and help collect 
donations at the event, according to 
Shawn Paul Gustafson, salon manager 
and community liaison. "We also will be 
working the crowd at Lopez Southwest-
ern Food Kitchen on Thursday, April 15, 
and donating our tips to this cause," he 
said. “I, along with the great Lopez staff, 
will be working behind the bar.”
 Gustafson said visitors to the bar 
can enjoy half-priced tequila drinks, 
signature cocktails and food, while the 
rest of the business’s employees will 
share information about CureSearch 
with patrons. "It’s good to see the 
whole community coming together to 
take care of such an important issue," 
Gustafson said.
 Organizing the walk has been a 
reminder of hope for Brown-Walker, 
whose son Caleb was diagnosed with 

clear-cell sarcoma of the kidney in 
March 2009. "He was a very, very active 
four-year-old boy. He went through 26 
rounds of chemotherapy," she said. "All 
through treatment, he played sports, 
like soccer and T-ball." Caleb went into 
remission in September.
 "We are blessed every day that he 
is here with us, and we’re very thankful 
that he’s in remission," she said. "Once 
you’re diagnosed, there’s always the 
possibility that it will come back. But 
when he was going through treatment, 
we tried to take one thing at a time."
 Brown-Walker said the walk is help-
ing to unite the community. "I think 
that it shows support for the children 
who are currently going through treat-
ment, or the families that unfortunately 
have lost a child to cancer," she said. "It 
gives them encouragement and it shows 
them that this is very real, and that we 
are working to find a cure for this."
 Attendees will meet outside the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
for early registration. For more informa-
tion, go to www.curesearchwalk.org.

Kelli Fontenot is a journalist living in  
Cleveland Heights.

For the third year, Disciples Christian 
Church provided a mid-day meal as part 
of Homeless Stand Down in downtown 
Cleveland. Organized by InterAct 
Cleveland, Homeless Stand Down 
provides boots, coats, mini checkups, 
podiatry services, haircuts and profes-
sional quality portraits to the needy of 
Greater Cleveland.
 On Feb. 28, around 50 members of 
the church traveled to the Cleveland 
Convention Center to prepare lunch for 
800 people. Members donated meatloaf, 
cookies and brownies, with additional 
food provided by the Cleveland Food-
bank. Food was cooked and reheated, 
meals were served, silverware was rolled, 
and brownies and cookies were bagged. 
Youth from the church helped those 
needing assistance in getting meals to 
their tables.
 The Rev. Kristine Eggert, senior 
minister at Disciples Christian Church, 
helped serve the meal and led a brief 
worship service for the volunteers. 
Elders of the church made certain that 
the Sunday service back at Disciples 
Christian Church ran smoothly, with 
elder Lauren Wicks providing the mes-
sage of the morning.
 For more information about Dis-
ciples Christian Church and its tradition 
of community service, call 216-382-5344 
or visit www.discipleschristian.org.

Ron Werman is an elder of Disciples  
Christian Church.

Disciples Christian 
Church at Homeless 
Stand Down

olivia Crowley, of Cleveland heights, was seven years old when she was diagnosed with cancer.
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�e contest ends May 31st and the top 10 pictures will win great prizes, including the 
grand-prize valued at more than $1,000 from Motorcars in Cleveland Heights.

Plus, for every contest entry Motorcars will donate $5 to the Cleveland Animal Protective League.  Enter to share 
your precious pet with the world, for a chance to win a prize, or just to help a local animal shelter.  Whatever the 

reason, enjoy the spring weather with your pets by taking them on the road with you.
Complete terms and conditions of the Motorcars Take Your Pet On �e Road Contest are available at facebook.com/motorcars. Total donation to APL not to exceed $500.

Spring is in the air and it’s time to get back outside, wash o� the car and take a drive.  And who better to share 
that with than your best (four legged or two legged) friend?  Motorcars is all about driving but this Spring we are 
challenging your inter-paparazzi or William Wegmen if you prefer; we want to see your most creative picture(s) of 

pets in CARS and we are o�ering over $2,500 in cash and prizes to encourage your talent.

Entering is easy.  Just take a picture of your pet in your car, and remember that creativity counts!  
Next visit facebook.com/motorcars and click on the contest tab.  Fill out the entry form and submit your picture.  

�en, encourage your friends and family to vote for your entry, helping you to win one of 10 awesome prizes.

Will 
Support:

Your 
Purchases 

At:

Bring this ad to help support HRRC

Cultivate your local nonpro�t while you cultivate your garden!


