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Cleveland Heights installs its first sharrows
Nicholas matthew 

This October, Cleveland Heights re-
ceived its first bicycle “sharrows.” These 
shared lane markings (share + arrow = 
sharrow), help cyclists and motorists 
cooperatively use the road. Although 
found in many cities throughout the 
United States, and used internationally 
in Australia and the United Kingdom, 
sharrows are new to Cleveland’s East 
Side.
Advantages of sharrows
There are many benefits of sharrows. 
They remind motorists and bicyclists 
to politely share the roadways. For re-
tailers, improved bicycle infrastructure 
improves traffic to their business. For 
homeowners, bicycle-friendly com-
munities attract potential residents, 
thus boosting property values. For you, 
a bicycle-friendly community can help 
incorporate a healthy mode of transpor-
tation into your lifestyle. Sharrows help 
signal that this is a great place to live, 
with convenient access between homes, 
workplaces and amenities. Furthermore, 
they are low-tech and inexpensive.
How common are sharrows in the 
United States?
The first sharrows appeared in Denver, 
Co. in the 1990s. Since then, they have 

The westbound lane of Euclid Heights Boulevard, 
about 20 feet west of South Taylor Road, is the first 
sharrow in Cleveland Heights. 

been embraced by many other cities—
Flagstaff, Az.; Louisville, Ky.; Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; Portland, both Oregon and Maine; 
and Columbus and Dayton in Ohio.
Difference between sharrows and 
bike lanes
Think of sharrows as “share the road” 
signs painted on the asphalt. On roads 
with sharrows, all vehicles can use 
pavement equally. Bicycle lanes, on the 
other hand, strictly segregate parts of 
the paved area for the exclusive use of 
either by cyclists or motorists.
Driving or parking on sharrows
Sharrows are intended to emphasize 
sharing the road. Although parking on 
shared lane markings may be inconve-
nient to some cyclists, motorists have 
the right to park wherever they’re per-
mitted to do so by the city.
Are bicyclists permitted to ride in 
the middle of the lane?
Generally, yes. In Ohio, cyclists may 
use the full lane and are permitted to 
ride two abreast, if conditions permit. 
At the same time, Ohio law states that 
bicyclists “shall ride as near to the right 
of the roadway as practicable, unless 
it is unreasonable or unsafe to do so.” 
Hazards—such as potholes, debris, 
parked cars, or lanes too narrow to safely 
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accommodate a bike and a car side by 
side—may lead bicyclists to use the full 
width of the lane to ensure safety. Com-
mon sense prevails. When motorists 
are patient with cyclists, they in turn 
respect motorists, and everyone arrives 
safely and on time.

Best of the Heights winners announced
audrey Wynne

A capacity crowd gathered at Motorcars 
Toyota on Oct. 18 to learn who had 
won FutureHeights’ annual Best of the 
Heights awards. The crowd enjoyed 
music by the Cleveland Heights-based 
band, oldboy, and nibbles from Cleve-
land Heights chef Nolan Konkoski as 
they awaited the announcement of the 
winners.
 According to Deanna Bremer Fish-
er, executive director of FutureHeights, 
“This year’s Best of the Heights awards 
ceremony was bigger and better than 
it has ever been before. We thank Mo-
torcars Toyota for hosting us and all of 
our sponsors and volunteers for helping 
make this event such a success.”
 Nearly 700 people cast votes for 
their favorite Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights businesses. Resident 

John Patterson won a FutureHeights 
gift package when his ballot was pulled 
from among those who voted in the 
contest.
 “Best of the Heights recognizes the 
many unique businesses that contribute 
to our quality of life in the Heights,” 
said Gina Cheverine, president of the 
FutureHeights board of directors. “This 
is a small way to show our appreciation 
for the entrepreneurs, who through 
investment in their own businesses, 
strengthen our local economy and our 
neighborhoods. I congratulate all of the 
winners and all of the nominees.”
This year’s award winners are:
Best New Business
First place: Melt Bar & Grilled
Second place: Rainforest Car Wash
Third place: Restore Hair Studio

City joins in challenge against new sewer fees
Vince Reddy

Cleveland Heights has joined with 11 
other suburban communities in challeng-
ing the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District’s (NEORSD) recently adopted 
stormwater management program and 
the associated fee, which would be used 
to manage stormwater in the district’s 
service area. The service area covers 
most of Cuyahoga County and parts of 
Summit and Lorain counties.
 The communities (University 
Heights is not among them) are op-
posing the fees that NEORSD hopes 
to impose on homeowners and busi-

nesses to mitigate the damage caused by 
stormwater runoff in urban and subur-
ban areas. The runoff—from rooftops, 
driveways, and parking lots—goes into 
the storm sewers maintained by the 
numerous cities, villages and townships 
in the sewer district’s service area. From 
there it is channeled, often forcefully, 
into streams, rivers, and eventually Lake 
Erie. The stormwater surges bring pol-
lutants, erode stream banks, and put 
strain on regional ecosystems.
 During heavy rains, when the drain 
pipes are filled to capacity in some areas 
served by older sewers, untreated sew-

Public input vital to sustainable development study
Evan Komito

Cleveland Heights residents who were 
unable to attend a public meeting 
concerning sustainable practices still 
have an opportunity to provide input. 
Councilman Dennis R. Wilcox, chair of 
the Planning and Development Com-
mittee, started the meeting on Sept. 29 
by explaining that the encouragement 
of sustainable practices for develop-
ment activities is a goal of the Strategic 
Development Plan 2010. Using a federal 
block grant, the city solicited proposals 
and hired consultants—Chicago-based 

Camiros Ltd.—to look at the city’s code 
and draft a document with recommen-
dations for legally sound ordinances 
that are easily understood and admin-
istered. Wilcox turned the meeting 
over to consultants Arista Strungys and 
Nikolas Davis, who made brief presen-
tations outlining the approach taken 
by Camiros.
 The Camiros presentation can 
be viewed in its entirety on the city’s 
website, www.clevelandheights.com. 
Strungys and Davis acknowledged that 
sustainability means different things to 

Heights High holds 
mock elections

continued on page 2

continued on page 3

Carol Gibson

On Oct. 28, more than 200 Heights 
High juniors and seniors grilled Matt 
Brakey and Julian Rogers, candidates 
for the District 10 seat on the newly 
forming county council. The next day, 
students had the chance to vote for 
one of them, and for one of two county 
executive candidates running on the 
Republican and Democratic tickets. 
The candidate forum and voting were 

continued on page 15
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opINIoN

Bob Rosenbaum

We’re pleased to an-
nounce that the Ob-
server has launched 

the only online business directory 
dedicated to Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 Offering listings from accountants 
to variety stores and everything in be-
tween, the directory is one more way 
the Observer facilitates the connection 
between residents and the businesses 
that serve them.
 The directory is available through 
a link in the left-hand menu at www.
heightsobserver.org, the Heights Observer 
website.
 It has been launched in support of 
the new Heights Independent Business 
Alliance (HIBA), of which I’ve writ-
ten before. HIBA was founded with 
urging from the Observer’s nonprofit 
owner, FutureHeights, to help keep 
local, independently owned businesses 

foremost in the minds of residents.
 HIBA is a natural extension of the 
Observer’s “shop local” emphasis, which 
argues that the character of our commu-
nity is based in part on the independent 
businesses that exist to serve us as resi-
dents. Further, compared with national 
chains, a much larger share of money 
spent with local independents actually 
stays in the community. By helping to 
keep these businesses strong, we keep 
the community strong, too.
 To that end, the new directory 
is very much a work in progress. The 
technology behind it isn’t exactly next-
generation. And the listings aren’t yet 
comprehensive—though they strive 
to be. Currently, most of the listings 
are for Cleveland Heights businesses, 
because that’s what was readily avail-
able to populate the database. But we 
know the list is not complete, and are 
looking to add any businesses that 
aren’t already included—including 
most of those in University Heights. 

New online directory puts focus on Heights businessesLetters Policy 
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The Heights Observer welcomes  
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Most Unusual Business
First place: Big Fun
Second place: Revive Fair Trade
Third place: Melt Bar & Grilled
Friendliest Staff
First place:  Quintana’s Barber Shop & 

Dream Spa
Second place: Restore Hair Studio
Third place: Abstract - A Hair Salon
Best-Looking Storefront
First place:  Quintana’s Barber Shop & 

Dream Spa
Second place: Blush Boutique
Third place: Melt Bar & Grilled
Best Breakfast or Brunch
First place: The Inn on Coventry
Second place: Tommy’s
Third place: Stone Oven
Best Lunch
First place: Stone Oven
Second place: Tommy’s
Third place: Melt Bar & Grilled
Best Fine Dining
First place: Nighttown
Second place: Taste
Third place: Marotta’s
Best Pizza
First place: Dewey’s Pizza
Second place: Marotta’s
Third place: Geraci’s
Best Pub, Bar, or Tavern
First place: Tavern Company
Second place:  Charles Stewart Parnell’s 

Pub
Third place: Cedar Lee Pub
Best Outdoor Dining
First place: Nighttown
Second place: Lopez on Lee
Third place: Mad Greek
Best Auto Service
First place: Washington & Lee Service
Second place: Motorcars
Third place: Bryan’s Marathon
Best Home Repair or Maintenance
First place: Heights Hardware
Second place: Seitz Agin Hardware
Third place: The Beard Group
Best Dry Cleaner or Tailor
First place: Fairmount Cleaners
Second place: Bill’s Dry Cleaning
Third place: O’Grady’s Dry Cleaning
Best Gallery or Antique Shop
First place: Heights Arts

Second place: June Greenwald Antiques
Third place: Attenson’s Antiques & Books
Best Clothier or Gift Shop
First place: Revive Fair Trade
Second place: Blush Boutique
Third place: Passport to Peru
Best Live Entertainment
First place: Nighttown
Second place: Grog Shop
Third place: Dobama Theatre
Best Place to Take the Kids
First place: Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park
Second place: Tommy’s
Third place: Cain Park
Best Salon, Spa or Barber
First place:  Quintana’s Barber Shop & 

Dream Spa

Best of the heights continued from page 1

Book your holiday party. 
Clyde’s caters.

1975 Lee Road 
Cleveland Heights, 

Ohio 44118 
 

Phone 216.321.7100 
Fax 216.321.1115 

clydesbistro@gmail.com 

Directions for adding a business are 
on the directory’s intro page.
 Any business or organization in 
CH-UH is entitled to a free listing 
in this directory. But HIBA members 
are also highlighted with the HIBA 
shopping-bag logo, so you can easily 
identify the businesses that do the 
most to support the community.
 Please take a look at the directory. 
It may help you find some resources 
you didn’t know about, and it might 
help you find a local alternative next 
time you go out to shop at a national 
chain store.

Bob Rosenbaum is a media consultant, and a 
former journalist and publishing executive. As 
chairman of the FutureHeights Observer com-
mittee, he writes this column to provide trans-
parency and understanding about the Observer. 
Send questions to bob@therosenbaums.net.
You can write for the Observer by register-
ing at the Observer Member Center: http://
heightsobserver.org/members.

Second place: Restore Hair Studio
Third place: Dominic’s Barber Shop
Favorite University Heights Business
First place: Whole Foods
Second place: Bialy’s Bagels
Third place: Geraci’s
Favorite Cleveland Heights Business
First place:  Quintanas Barber Shop & 

Dream Spa
Second place: Abstract - A Hair Salon
Third place: Motorcars Toyota
 See photos of the award ceremony 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

Audrey Wynne is a public relations profession-
al with the Fairmount Group and a member of 
the FutureHeights board of directors.
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2011 Calendars
now available

Formerly Delphic Books

(216) 321-8106

astrology charts• candles• crystals

incense • metaphyical books • statuaries

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Monday - Saturday  11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday  1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Best Pub, Bar or Tavern, Tavern Company.

Best Auto Service, Washington & Lee Service.

Best Place to Take the Kids, Coventry P.E.A.C.E Park. 

Best New Business, Melt Bar & Grilled.

Best Salon, Spa or Barber, Quintana’s Barber Shop 
and Dream Spa.

Best Clothier or Giftshop, Revive Fair Trade.
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CLEvELAND HEiGHTS NEWS

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
SEPTEmBER 20, 2010
All council members were present.

Cumberland Pool
Resident Angel Fasolo, representing the group 
Take Back Cumberland Pool, asked council to 
confirm the date and time of a meeting about 
the pool and requested a financial report prior 
to the meeting. She also requested the ap-
pointment of a Cumberland Pool patron to the 
Recreation Board. mayor Edward Kelley replied 
that the meeting was set for Sept. 30 and that 
financial reports through 2009 had been sent 
to the group.

Good news for students driving to school
Beginning Oct. 4, the city will offer to Cleveland 
Heights High School students a parking pass 
for the Cedar-Lee Garage, which will be valid 
monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and will cost $30 per semester.

Gas Aggregation Program
Council authorized an agreement with Inte-
grys Energy Services-Natural Gas, LLC for the 
continued provision of natural gas services to 
Cleveland Heights residents and businesses 
under the city’s Gas Aggregation Program. The 
current fixed rate of $6.92/mcf will probably 
drop to between $6.13 and $6.18/mcf in the 
first year of the next two-year contract. Residents 
can expect a letter from the city in about 10 
days and also a card from Integrys explaining 
that a household is in the aggregation unless it 
opts out. Council member Bonnie Caplan main-
tained that the program was a good deal.

Taylor Road paving
Council authorized application, through the Of-
fice of the District One Public Works Integrating 

Committee, for Ohio Public Works Commission 
funds for the next phase of the Taylor Road 
Rehabilitation Capital Improvement Project (from 
Euclid Heights Boulevard to the north corporate 
line). The State of Ohio will issue bonds to cover 
80 percent of the project and the city will fund 
20 percent.

Text messaging traffic offense
Council passed an ordinance to prohibit the use 
of wireless handsets to text message while driving. 
The penalty shall be $100 on the first offense, 
$250 for the second offense, and no more than 
$500 for subsequent offenses. Two exceptions al-
low text messaging when contacting law enforce-
ment or emergency personnel and using a wireless 
handset when the vehicle is parked, standing or 
stopped out of the flow of traffic or inoperable. 
Enforcement will begin Nov. 1.

Commission and board openings
Council member Cheryl Stephens announced 
that three boards and commissions are seeking 
applicants for membership: the Citizens Advisory 
Commission, the Recreation Board and the Land-
marks Commission.

LWV observers: Blanche Valancy and Lisa Peters.

OCTOBER 4, 2010
Council member Dennis R. Wilcox was absent.

Tax procedures
Council approved a resolution that accepts the 
amounts and rates as determined by the county’s 
Budget Commission, authorizes the necessary tax 
levies, and certifies them to the county auditor.

CDBG application
Council authorized the city manager to submit the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

entitlement application for the year beginning 
January 1, 2011.

BMV audits
Council approved an agreement with Dalene m. 
Pride to conduct audits of certain Ohio Bureau of 
motor Vehicle (BmV) records.

Taylor Road repair
Council approved an agreement with the director 
of transportation for a project to rehabilitate Taylor 
Road from Euclid Heights Boulevard to the Cleve-
land Heights-East Cleveland corporation line.

Recycling
Council authorized the city manager to contract 
Penn Ohio Coal Co., doing business as Kimble 
Transfer & Recycling, for recycling processing 
services. The city will be paid $35 a ton, subject to 
fuel costs, for recycling. Council member Bonnie 
Caplan encouraged everyone to recycle more, 
which will generate funds for the city and is good 
for the planet. She also noted that the city has 
planted more trees than it has removed.

Rehabilitated homes
Council passed an ordinance that sets forth 
standards in accordance with the Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program for the sale of homes reha-
bilitated by the city. Open houses at four rehabili-
tated homes will take place on Oct. 17.

Permit parking for students
Council approved the creation of a permit park-
ing program for Cleveland Heights High School 
students in municipal Lot No. 5 and the Cedar-Lee 
Parking Deck.

Nuisance property
Council passed a resolution declaring the prop-
erty at 974 Brunswick Road to be a nuisance and 
authorizing abatement of the nuisance. Council 

member Ken montlack offered photographs 
showing the extent of deterioration of the 
property.

Indoor swimming programs
Council passed an ordinance establishing the 
use regulations and rates for admission and 
provision of indoor swimming programs at the 
Cleveland Heights High School pool.

Proclamations
Council approved the proclamation of October 
2010 as Domestic Violence Awareness month.
 Council also proclaimed, joining with the 
United States Conference of mayors and com-
munities throughout the nation, October 2010 
to be National Breast Cancer Awareness month 
and Oct. 15 as National mammography Day.

LWV observer: Lisa Peters.

These reports have been abridged due to 
space restrictions. more information about 
these Cleveland Heights City Council meet-
ings can be found online at www.heightsob-
server.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstracted 
from LWV observers’ written reports. The sum-
maries have been edited and prepared by 
Charlene morse and maryann Barnes. To 
receive e-mail postings of full reports, send 
an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or 
join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters Cuya-
hoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany 
any redistribution of these reports.

City Hall prepares to update Cleveland Heights website

Bonnie Caplan

It was reported early this year that the City 
of Cleveland Heights has been working to up-
date/upgrade its website. What are the objec-
tives of a new and/or improved website and 
what is the current status of that effort?
 The Heights Observer asked city 
officials the question above. Their response 
follows.
 Websites have become the expected 
mode of communication between orga-
nizations and their various publics. It is 
how these websites look and function 
that gives the audience a first–and often 
lasting–impression about the organiza-
tion. 
 Because the website for the City of 
Cleveland Heights was last updated in 
2005, a citizen’s committee of residents 
with website development experience 
was invited to assist the city’s staff and 
council in brainstorming ways to im-
prove the site and, in so doing, update 
the level of communication from the 
city to residents and visitors.
 It was agreed during this process 
that although the current website 
contains much information and many 
pertinent links, the time has come for 

a redesign and update.
 The objective for the new site is to 
improve ease of navigation, including 
search functions; to more effectively and 
efficiently serve residents in their inter-
actions with city departments; to make 
it easier to find ordinances and forms; 
and to market the city as effectively as 
possible by providing more specific in-
formation for individuals and businesses 
that are considering locating here.
 In addition, the new site will be a 
better vehicle for promoting the city’s 
commercial areas and businesses.
 The citizen’s committee worked 
through late spring. That prompted 
internal planning at City Hall to update 
the information technology infrastruc-
ture to accommodate more advanced 
communications within the city’s gov-
ernment as well as through its website.
 An RFQ (Request for Qualifica-
tions) for website design services will 
be advertised in November, and we 
look forward to having the new site in 
operation by late spring 2011.

Bonnie Caplan is a Cleveland Heights City 
Council Member and led the committee that 
worked toward development of the RFQ.

Are the sharrows intended to indi-
cate a cyclist’s direction of travel?
Although the chevrons indicate direc-
tionality, they should not be treated as 
bicycle lanes. Bicyclists should always 
remain cautious of parked cars, debris, 
and other road hazards, regardless of 
the apparent direction of travel recom-
mended by the sharrows.
Why are there no sharrows on Eu-
clid Heights Boulevard between 
Cedar and Coventry roads?
Although sharrows were planned for 
Euclid Heights Boulevard, the city and 
the Cleveland Heights Bicycle Coalition 
concluded it was unsafe to do so where 
on-street parking is permitted. As an 
alternative, the coalition has asked the 
city to install the traditional yellow 
“Share the Road” signs at important 
points of travel.

sharrows continued from page 1

Guidelines for sharrow installation
There is no universally accepted system 
of installing sharrows, although the 
Federal Department of Transportation 
(DOT) non-binding guidelines advise 
communities to extend sharrows four 
feet from the curb on roads without 
street parking. Each municipality must 
determine what is best for its own com-
munity.  
 Because of safety concerns, the co-
alition advocates, and the DOT recom-
mends, that sharrows should be installed 
four feet from the curb on roads without 
street parking, and eleven feet where 
there is street parking.
 For more information on sharrows, 
visit www.bikesintheheights.org.

Nicholas Matthew is an officer of the Cleve-
land Heights Bicycle Coaltion.

The energy-efficient way to heat and cool your home or  
business.  We specialize in retrofitting Heights homes!

Call 216-906-1300 or email J.Shorey@NorthcoastGeothermal.com for more information.

 

Northcoast Geothermal*, Inc.
 Design and Construction Services

Making the planet greener, one 
house at a time.

*Noun 1.
geothermal energy
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13429 Cedar Rd. 
Cleveland Heights 

 
SUPPORT YOUR 
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216-397-7671 
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SAVE $20 ON FRAMING 

OVER $100 

IT’S TIME TO START YOUR 
HOLIDAY SHOPPING. 

WHAT BETTER PLACE THAN 
THE WOOD TRADER? 
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UNivERSiTy HEiGHTS NEWS

University Heights 
City Council 
meeting highlights
SEPTEmBER 20, 2010
All council members were present.

Rain garden on Ashurst Road
Linda Johnson of Ashurst Road congratulated 
council on obtaining a $10,000 grant to devel-
op a rain garden pocket park at 2603 Ashurst. 
She delivered a letter signed by her husband 
and her, along with pocket-park educational 
materials. Echoing the hopes laid out in their 
letter, Joseph Ciuni, city engineer, discussed 
water/drainage remediation, quiet use, low 
maintenance, native-planting landscape and 
storm water management.
 Casey Solis, also of Ashurst, reported that 
her backyard has been completely flooded dur-
ing storms since the home at 2603 was razed, 
and some flooding has occurred in the front 
yard as well.
 The city’s service director, Chris Vild, ex-
plained the science underlying a rain garden. 
He said that a properly prepared and planted 
rain garden would reduce or eliminate flooding, 
replenish the aquifer, and reduce toxic runoff. 
There would be an inexpensive pipe to the sew-
ers to handle a “50-year rain.”
 With one dissenting vote, which was cast 
by Councilman Frank Consolo, council ap-
proved accepting the $10,000 grant for the 
rain garden project.

City must repay county auditor
mayor Susan Infeld reported that the city missed 
a TIF (Tax Incremental Financing) payment in 
2009 and has made a verbal agreement on 
a repayment plan with the TIF trustee. The city 
must repay the county auditor approximately 
$160,000 for tax advances due to commercial 
properties being reassessed.

Workmen’s compensation coverage 
lapses
Lapses in workmen’s compensation coverage 
for the year 2009 were caused by late pay-
ments by the city to the Bureau of Workers 
Compensation. Because of this, the city did 
not receive the discounted premium rates and 
will need to pay the full cost for coverage, an 
additional $80,000 to $100,000 for 2011. 
Finance Director Jennifer Esarey told council 
that the city would apply to another discount 
ratings program.

Hazardous waste
Beginning in September 2011, a pickup site for 
hazardous waste will open in Garfield Heights.

Waterline replacement
The city’s engineer, Joseph Ciuni, reported that 
the waterline project had been completed and 
that Traymore and Dysart roads were in line for 
a future waterline project.

McDonalds’ restaurant
A consultant has been hired to do a traffic 
study for the planned mcDonalds’ restaurant 
on Warrensville Center Road. mcDonalds will 
pay for the study.

LWV observer: Carol Gibson.

OCTOBER 4, 2010
Council members Kevin Patrick murphy and 
Steven Sims were excused.

Budget line items
Concerns that money from two state grants had 
not been distributed properly led to Finance Direc-
tor Jennifer Esarey’s recommendation that a line 
item for each fund be created in the city’s budget. 
Both state grants came from funds collected from 
speeding tickets. The accumulated monies are dis-
tributed annually. The public safety fund generat-
ed $3,050 this year, and the emergency-planning 
fund generated $9,000. Without city ordinance 
changes, funds from both grants would continue 
to be held in the general fund. mayor Susan Infeld 
said the ordinances, which were presented on first 
reading, would increase transparency and reflect 
accounting best practices.

Tax incentive review council
The finance director presented the reasons for an 
ordinance, introduced on first reading, to create 
a tax incentive review council to assure proper 
placement of TIF (tax increment financing) funds, 
which were misplaced by the city in 2008. [The 
city failed to return property tax revenues to the 
real estate development as required by the TIF.] 
When asked why council was never told about 
this problem, Esarey, who was not the finance 
director in 2008, said she investigated after re-
ceiving a letter from the County Auditor’s Office. 
She was told that repeated attempts were made to 
contact the finance director, but he never returned 
calls or responded in any other way. mayor Infeld 
suggested inviting Virginia Benjamin, the city bond 
counsel, to a future council meeting.

Cuyahoga County Energy Program
A resolution to authorize submission of an ap-
plication to participate in the Cuyahoga County 
municipal Energy Program was introduced on 
first reading. City Engineer Joseph Ciuni said 
the county program would pay 100 percent of 
the cost to inventory the needs for upgrades to 
municipal buildings and would share the cost of 
correctional work. The county’s share would be 
80 percent and the city’s, 20 percent.

Seniors program
Council welcomed Seniors Programs Coor-
dinator Walter Stinson back from retirement. 
He reported that a full schedule of Thursday 
speakers was in place for November. He said 
attendance varies, but about 25 people attend 
each program. meetings are held at 2 p.m. at 
the University Heights Library.

Website contractors and permit listings
Building Commissioner David menn reported 
that a list of contractors working in the city are 
now listed on the city’s website. Also listed are 
building permits issued.

LWV observer: Carol Gibson.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.

UH CERT accepting new volunteers
anita Kazarian

The University Heights Civilian Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) was 
among the first in Cuyahoga County to 
organize, following the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. FEMA created a uni-
form nationwide emergency response 
structure intended to respond to natural 
or manmade disasters. 
 Do you know what to do in an emer-
gency? Does your family have a plan for 
connecting during an emergency?  These 
are just two of the many questions to 
consider. Many people come out to help 
during emergencies, but is that help 
only hindering the rescue forces? By 
training residents, CERT will maximize 
our city’s ability to respond effectively 
to any emergency.
 Join University Heights CERT 
during its volunteer drive. CERT offers 
a full range of response skills based on 
your interests. Now, after eight years and 
having identified pressing needs within 

University Heights, CERT is taking a 
new organizational direction, aimed at 
even greater community support.
 According to CERT’s Win Weizer 
and Pete Bernardo, they are now or-
ganizing to develop a Neighborhood 
Safety Net to check on neighbors dur-
ing emergencies, to educate neighbors 
on emergency preparedness, to partner 
with the Red Cross to create emergency 
shelters in times of power and water 
outages or fire and provide other sup-
port as needed.
 The next meeting of CERT will be 
Wednesday, Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. in Universi-
ty Heights City Hall Council Chambers. 
Bring a neighbor or family member. 
Volunteering for CERT is easy. For more 
information, contact Win Weizer, direc-
tor of recruiting, at 216-397-0354 or by 
e-mail, UHCERT@gmail.com.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional, 
and founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC. Con-
tact her at  anitakazarian@gmail.com.

age is allowed to flow directly into wa-
terways. NEORSD has made significant 
progress on controlling this issue since 
its founding in 1972; more recently it 
has turned its attention to eradicating 
the pollution and other environmental 
damage caused by stormwater runoff.
 In January of this year, the sewer 
district’s board voted to begin assess-
ing a new monthly fee on property 
owners in 63 municipalities, including 
Cleveland and Cleveland Heights. Im-
mediately after the board’s vote, the 
sewer district sought a ruling from the 
Cuyahoga County Court of Common 
Pleas to reaffirm the district’s right to 
manage stormwater and charge the fee. 
Implementation of the fee was then de-
layed until October and has since been 
put on hold indefinitely. In an Aug. 18 
Plain Dealer article, NEORSD Execu-
tive Director Julius Ciaccia is quoted 
as saying he hopes the fees can still be 
instituted before year-end. Without the 
fees, he says, stormwater projects can-
not go forward.
 City officials in Cleveland Heights 
and the other municipalities fighting the 
fees cite the impact the fees are likely to 

sewer fees continued from page 1

have on strapped owners and businesses 
during tough economic times. They also 
claim the fees in effect penalize commu-
nities that have already spent money to 
address stormwater issues within their 
boundaries while subsidizing those that 
have done nothing. In a Sept. 27 editori-
al, the Plain Dealer called the dissenting 
cities’ complaints specious and opined 
that the region’s stormwater problems 
could best be addressed by spreading 
the costs among its numerous municipal 
entities.
 Greater Cleveland is not alone in its 
stormwater problems, but a report issued 
by the National Resources Defense Coun-
cil in July noted that water quality at Ohio 
beaches ranked 27th among the 30 states 
it had surveyed. The report attributed 
the water quality problems to stormwater 
runoff and combined sewers.
 The proposed fees, which would 
cost the average homeowner $57 a year 
and businesses approximately $2,300, 
would raise about $38 million annually.

Vince Reddy, who works for Cleveland 
Public Art, has lived in Cleveland Heights 
for nearly 14 years.
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anita Kazarian

For 28 years I took 
you for granted. I 
never gave a thought 
to any of your city 

services. The only time I went to city 
hall was to pay for a special pick-up. 
Career, interests and far-flung family 
was my focus. The frequent flyer miles 
just kept adding up. I knew more about 
the layout of Hopkins Airport than the 
streets of University Heights.
 Sound familiar? You bet. But for 
me, it changed one cold dreary Febru-
ary night in 2009. The publisher of 
the Heights Observer, Deanna Bremer 
Fisher, asked me to cover a town hall 
meeting. Council had voted to form a 
Charter Review Commission to con-
sider changing the city government 
from a mayor-council form to a council-
manager form. Mayor Beryl Rothschild 
called the town hall meeting to inform 
residents.
 Rules of incorporation for business 
contracts are easier to understand than 
city charters. But I made it my business 
to learn. What I learned concerned me. 
In my opinion the proposed charter, as 
written, was flawed. I now know about 
our city, its governance, its ordinances, 
the concerns of its residents and its 
quirks. 
 I met many of you going door to 
door, at block parties, council and com-
mittee meetings, and as a volunteer on 
several city-sponsored committees. I 
also met many of our city’s employees 
and all of its directors. 
 University Heights, because of its 
diversity, beautiful homes, tree-lined 
streets and stability, attracts people 
I am happy to call “neighbor.” For a 
town of less than 1.9 square miles and 
more than 12,000 residents you deliver 
services day in, day out, with rarely a 
glitch. How do you do that?
 It is you, our city employees, who 
go the extra step. You are professional, 
have ready smiles, and demonstrate 
a desire to ensure I can go about my 
business without being concerned 
about the services you provide. And, if 
that isn’t enough, you return tax dollars 
back to UH from grants that have been 
created with our tax dollars.
 Between the police, service and fire 
departments, you brought back almost 
$483,000 in grant monies. These grants 
are over and above standard ones of 

Community Development Block 
Grants, or the Issue 1, Issue 2 Grants, 
considered part of your job.
 The police applied for and are 
receiving about $100,000 in TARP 
grants for use in audio surveillance, 
video systems in patrol cars and crime 
analysis software. Another grant gives 
the department almost $2,000 a year 
for bulletproof vest replacements. Lt. 
Ed Schmidt obtained nearly $6,000 
for a Juvenile Diversion Program.
 The service department? You not 
only keep our trucks in good shape with 
ingenious repairs, but you also received 
a $10,000 grant from the sewer district 
to implement a storm water landscape 
design to alleviate flooding on a city-
owned parcel on Ashurst Road. 
 Topping the list for this year is our 
fire department. Firefighter/paramedic 
Robert Perko brought in $275,000 from 
a FEMA grant proposal for a new fire 
truck that will retire the 1991 truck. Ex-
ecutive Captain Steve G. Ineman wrote 
a winning grant for almost $82,000 to 
purchase 3,883 state-of the-art smoke 
detectors and batteries distributed free, 
to University Heights residents. 
 And who doesn’t know the Ohio 
“Click it or Ticket” campaign for seat 
belt use? The fines collected go into a 
fund for public safety for cities with 
EMS. Our fire department applied  
for and received a $3,450 grant toward 
the purchase of a new rescue squad 
stretcher.
 Given the size of our city, we can 
come face to face with each and every 
city employee. Not one employee is 
shielded from the residents. Whether 
it is the building, law, engineering, 
finance or service departments; fire, 
police or EMS; the city hall staff or 
Nancy English; the clerk of council, 
their doors are open to us. 
 I was born, raised and lived in big 
cities—New York, the San Francisco 
Bay area, a Boston suburb and Edi-
son, N.J. I lived in Rocky River and 
Cleveland. Larger cities have their 
benefits, but the ability to interact, 
influence and share coffee with your 
city’s service providers is not one of 
them. University Heights, thank you.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing profes-
sional, founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC 
and a long-time resident of UH. Reach her 
at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

Taking University Heights for granted

C    I    M       O    P    E    R    A       T    H    E    A    T    E    R 

November 17-20th I 8:00 pm I Kulas Hall

DAVID BAMBERGER, director  HARRY DAVIDSON, conductor

Europe remembered Xerxes as a fool (he’s the Persian king who 
failed to conquer Greece), which inspired Handel to write a 
delectable romantic comedy about him.  Its wonderful music 
includes the famous melody known as “Handel’s Largo.”  
Our production will  have a projected translation so you’ll 
understand every moment of passion and humor. 
Tickets: $15 adults; $10 students, 
seniors and groups of 10 or more.
 
216.791.5000 

cim.edu

XERXES
presents   G. F.  H A N D E L ’ S

Forget the tux.
Stay at home!

6th Annual Online 
Bene�t Auction

to support FutureHeights

October 15th to 
November 21st at:

www.biddingforgood.com/futureheights

click / bid / buy local!

Thanks to our sponsors:

Citizen Engagement and Innovative
Community Building in Cleveland Heights 

and University Heights.
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CH-UH Public Library Board 
meeting highlights
SEPTEmBER 20, 2010
CarDala Carter and James Posch were absent.

Clayworks presentation
maxine Giddings, president of the Clayworks 
Cooperative Studio, talked about the group’s 
mission in the ceramic arts. The group, located 
in the basement of the Coventry Library, pro-
vides a studio and gallery and does community 
outreach. The library and Clayworks are in 
discussions to continue their partnership.

Virtual desktop computer environment
The board approved a Technology Fund Ex-
penditures resolution to provide funding, in the 
amount of $75,986, to convert the library to 
a virtual desktop computer environment. One 
savings noted was that the Windows terminal 
devices would use less electricity than the current 
desktop PCs. Included in the cost is assistance 
for initial setup and training.

New children’s services librarian
Amanda Rome was appointed as a children’s 
services librarian. She began at the library in 
August 2008 as a part-time children’s services 
associate and has completed her library science 
coursework at Kent State University.

Interlibrary loan limitations
An addition to the materials selection policy 
covers limitations on interlibrary loan. If an item 
cannot be obtained through the OCLC library 
network and isn’t something the library would 
ordinarily purchase, the patron may be referred 
to OhioLINK (a network of Ohio college and 
university libraries).

Changes at Noble Neighborhood 
Library
The board approved covering, in an amount not 
to exceed $6,000, the packaging, removal, and 

storage of the materials in the Noble Neighbor-
hood Library while the renovation is proceeding. 
most of the furniture will be replaced, but furni-
ture that can be used elsewhere in the system 
will be kept. Surplus material will be offered 
to the public.

Opening on library board
Director Nancy Levin announced that applica-
tions will be available in November for an 
opening on the library board.

Friends’ activities
The mega Book Sale will be Nov. 11-14.

Public services activities
Among the many items included in this report 
are the following:
•  During the 10-week Summer Lunch Program, 

32 adults and teens volunteered approxi-
mately 370 hours to help set up and clean up 
and to play board games with the kids. The 
program served more than 4,500 meals.

•  Two new programs for fall are the Teen Writ-
ers’ Group for grades 8 to 12 and the In The 
middle Writers’ Group for grades 4 to 7.

•  The Children’s Services Division is reorganizing 
the picture book collection by themes, which is 
the way most patrons request books.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.

Heights library awarded $35,000 
grant to create early literacy center

Dean schnurr

Noble neighborhood families can 
look forward to a new library play-
room where children can build reading 
readiness skills. The Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library will 
create the Pre-Literacy and You Room 
—or P.L.A.Y. Room—at the Noble 
Neighborhood Library with a $35,652 
Entrepreneurship Grant provided 
through the State Library of Ohio.
 “The timing of the award is ideal,” said 
Nancy Levin, director of Heights Librar-
ies. “We are in the process of renovating 
Noble and we will be able to incorporate 
the early-literacy room into the design of 
the new library.” The P.L.A.Y. Room will 
open when the Noble renovations are 
completed in March  of 2011.
 The P.L.A.Y. Room is modeled after 
the Little Heights program at the Lee 
Road Library. Little Heights, offered in 
partnership with Family Connections, 
promotes parent-child interaction and 
encourages play that includes counting, 
sorting, reading, writing, listening and 
speaking.
 “We have had tremendous success 
and response to our Little Heights 
program,” said Levin. “We wanted to 
expand that success and offer it to an-

other segment of this community.”
 According to the State Library of 
Ohio, the Heights Libraries proposal 
“met the library users’ needs in a fresh 
way, had the breadth to become a plat-
form for related services, and increased 
the library’s value to its community.”
 As part of the grant, Heights Librar-
ies will also develop and distribute to 
libraries throughout the state a work-
book on how to create similar P.L.A.Y. 
Rooms. “Creating a program that sup-
ports our community is wonderful,” 
said Cathy Hakala-Ausperk, Heights 
Libraries deputy director. “But having 
the opportunity to create a program 
with the potential to benefit communi-
ties throughout Ohio is incredible.”
 Provided through the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services and the 
state’s Library Services and Technology 
Act, the entrepreneurship grant was 
one of only four awarded in Ohio for a 
total of $95,414. Other grant awardees 
include Oakstone Academy, Northeast 
Ohio Regional Library System and 
Shaker Heights Public Library.

Dean Schnurr is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights Public 
Library.

Ortner bids farewell to library board of 
trustees, new members sought

Dean schnurr

At the Oct. 25 meeting of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Li-
brary Board of Trustees, member Kevin 
Ortner announced his resignation from 
the board.
 “It is with sadness that I must tender 
my resignation,” said Ortner in a public 
statement he read during the meeting. 
“I will soon be relocating outside of the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.”
 “The Heights Library has contrib-
uted greatly to the quality of life that my 
family had in the Heights area over the 
past 15 years, and the opportunity, honor 
and privilege to serve my peers within 
the cities of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights as a library trustee 
for the past four years will always remain 
a highlight,” he added.
 Ortner joined the board in 2007 

Kevin Ortner

and has presided over many positive 
developments at the library. During 
his tenure, the library renovated the 
former YMCA building (located across 
from Lee Road Library), which cur-
rently houses Dobama Theatre and 
the library’s new computer technology 
lab; successfully passed a levy through 
community support; vastly improved 
technology, including the implementa-
tion of a technology plan; began major 
renovations to Noble Neighborhood 
Library; hired a new director and much 
more. He was also a member of the 
board’s Planning and External Relations 
Committee.
 Ortner’s resignation will be effec-
tive Nov. 16, and he will be moving to 
Bainbridge, Ohio.
 As a result of Ortner’s resignation 
and the approaching completion of 
Glenn Billington’s term on Dec. 31, the 
library is currently seeking applicants to 
fill two vacated board positions.
 One position will be a three-year 
term and the other will be a seven-year 
term. Any Cleveland Heights or Uni-
versity Heights resident is eligible to 
apply.
 Applications are available at the Lee 
Road Library, 2345 Lee Road, Cleveland 
Heights, and must be returned to the 
Library Administrative Office no later 
than noon on Monday, Nov. 22.
 For additional information, contact 
the library at 216-932-3600 ext. 200.

Dean Schnurr is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights Public 
Library.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Teen Poetry Writing Workshops,
Thursdays, Nov. 4 & 11, 7 p.m.
OddyFest Presents: On the Job,
Fridays, Nov. 5 & 19, 7:15 p.m.
Art Antics,
Tuesdays, Nov. 9—23, 3:30 p.m.
Reading Comics,
monday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
Teen Poetry Slam,
Thursday, Nov. 18, 5:30 p.m.

Cedar Center Whole Foods 
Market
13998 Cedar Road, 216-932-3918
Stories, Snacks and Crafts,
Thursday, Nov. 18, 6:30 p.m.

What’s going on at your library?
University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
The Senior Spot,
Wednesdays, Nov. 3—24, 12:30 p.m.
Knitting Circle,
Thursdays, Nov. 4 & 18, 6:45 p.m.
Mystery Evening,
Thursday, Nov. 11, 7 p.m.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Tai Chi and Qi Gong,
Wednesdays, Nov. 3—24, 12 p.m.
Explorastory,
Fridays, Nov. 5—26, 10:30 a.m.
Step Out of Time,
Thursday, Nov. 11, 7 p.m.
Step Out of Time: Tai Chi for Kids,
Thursday, Nov. 18, 6:30 p.m.

Josh Carlton and Sarah Albers, both of Sign-A-Rama, install new murals at the Lee Road Library. The 
colorful, child-friendly murals are located on the first floor and depict scenes from Whistle for Willie by 
Ezra Jack Keats.
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New murals at Lee Road Library
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CH-UH Board of Education 
meeting highlights

OCTOBER 5, 2010
All board members were present.

Fairfax students win art award
Fairfax students Jamier Stevens and Sophia Arts 
were winners in a national art contest, the 8th 
Continent Soy milk Design Contest. As a result of 
their achievements, Fairfax will receive $1,000 
in art supplies.

District Dashboard
The District Dashboard is a component of the 
district’s website that keeps the public up to date 
on the district’s progress on the state report card 
and other data. The dashboard features district 
climate goals in such areas as the number of 
student suspensions, attendance, ACT participa-
tion, student enrollment in college, student credits 
earned, as well as test results from the last two 
years with trends and predictions. The dashboard 
will be linked to the www.chuh.org home page 
and will be available to the public by the end 
of November.

Insurance savings
Board Vice President Kal Zucker praised the 
administration for saving $280,000 in insurance 
costs through a Dependents’ Eligibility Audit.

Heights High homecoming parade
Oct. 22 at 6:15 p.m., the Heights High Home-
coming Parade will make a comeback.

Heights swimming pool open to community
Through a collaboration with the Cleveland 
Heights Recreation Department, the Heights High 
swimming pool will be open to district residents 
at designated times.

Heights alumni foundation party
The Cleveland Heights High School Alumni 
Foundation holiday party will take place on Dec. 
9 at the Heights Rockefeller Building.

Barbershoppers at Indians game
Board member Ron Register noted that the 
Heights Barbershoppers performed at an Indians 
game on Oct. 4 and will do so again in April 
2011, possibly on opening day.

LWV observer:Nancy Dietrich.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 3.

Flexibility. 
Choice.

That’s Judson  
Smart Living at Home

Smart Living at Home is a Judson program 
that brings the trusted Judson name to 
individuals in their homes, on their terms. You 
can easily customize our services to your 
specifications, so you only pay for the services 
you want, when you need them. Be proactive 
about your future. Age successfully in your 
own home with Judson Smart Living at Home. 
Call Melissa Schneeweis at (216) 791-3211 or 
visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson Manor   Judson Park   South Franklin Circle   Smart LivingTM at Home

Guided recess play helps students develop social skills

Joy Henderson

Recess is a time for students to take 
a mental and physical break from the 
intellectual work of the classroom, a 
chance to move and breathe fresh air. 
Now it is also a place to learn and prac-
tice valuable social skills.
 At Gearity, and in all the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights elementary 
schools, recess has evolved into differ-
ent areas of play. The recent approach 
to recess offers more guidance for 
students. Students can choose from a 
selection of games, walk around the play 
area and talk, or play on the equipment. 
The adult recess aides are more involved 
in teaching and playing with students. 
The goal is to have the adults model 
and teach appropriate play behavior: 
sharing, taking turns and using the 
equipment appropriately. 
 “Recess is really important,” said 
Gearity Elementary School Principal Sher-
ry Miller. “It may not be the classroom, but 
students are still learning through play. The 

Students swing and play games at Gearity Elementary School lunch-time recess. 

social skills that help students get along 
with each other are learned and practiced 
every day at recess.”
 In districtwide elementary surveys, 
students consistently expressed concern 
regarding respectful behavior among 
students on the playground. Because 
of that, the district has embraced PBS 
(Positive Behavior Supports), a method 
that focuses on teaching the desired be-
havior through positive reinforcement. 
“We had anecdotal evidence that recess 
needed our attention but this survey 
gave us hard data,” said Miller. “With 
the PBS supports, we have seen real 
improvement in several areas.” 
 In the three years since Gearity 
implemented structured recess, the 
number of behavior incidents and in-
juries has decreased. Also, follow-up 
student surveys show that students 
think that the recess culture is more 
respectful and fair.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.
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National merit and achievement scholars

Four seniors are National Merit Commended 
students and National Achievement Outstanding 
Participants. National Merit Commended students 
are Rachael Lindsay and Natalie Sperl. Shannon 
Jeffries and Christopher Lanton are National 
Achievement Outstanding Participants.
 

Four Cleveland Heights High School seniors are 
semifinalists in the first round of the National Merit 
Scholarship Program and National Achievement 
Scholarship Program. National Merit semifinalists 
are Rachael Collyer, Troy Friedman and Mairi 
Mull. The National Achievement Scholarship 
semifinalist is Carlin Jackson.

CH-UH’s scott Gainer selected Ohio’s  
Outstanding Treasurer/CFO of the Year
angee shaker

Adding to the numerous awards and 
recognitions he’s received through the 
years, Scott Gainer has reached the pin-
nacle of his profession this year by being 
named the Outstanding Treasurer/CFO 
of the Year for Ohio’s schools.   
 “I’m deeply honored to have been 
selected for such a prestigious award,” 
Gainer said. “I appreciate having the 
opportunity to work in such a dynamic 
district with a truly talented and innova-
tive leadership team, and I see this recog-
nition as a nod to our entire district.”
 The award comes from the Ohio 
Association of School Business Officials 
(OASBO). Each year, this prestigious 
award goes to individuals recognized for 
successfully managing billions of public 
dollars, for personal successes and ac-
complishments, and selfless service to 
their school district, their profession, 
and the community. Gainer was chosen 
from over 600 eligible school treasur-
ers in Ohio and will be honored at 
this year’s OSBA (Ohio School Boards 
Association) Capitol Conference in 
Columbus on Wednesday, Nov. 8. He 
will receive a plaque and a $500 cash 
award to be granted as a scholarship to a 
graduating senior from Heights High. 
 “We’ve long known that Scott 

is among the very best fiscal officers 
in Ohio, and this award confirms it,” 
Superintendent Douglas Heuer said. 
“Scott and his finance team have helped 
streamline the organization by reducing 
over $7 million from the annual budget 
in recent years while implementing 
creative solutions for cost savings and 
alternate revenue sources; we are very 
fortunate to have his expertise and 
continued commitment.”
 Gainer was nominated for the 
award by Sue Pardee, coordinator of 
school improvement and federal pro-
grams.  

Angee Shaker is the coordinator of commu-
nications and community engagement for the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

students  beautify school  grounds
Fourth graders from Gearity Elementary School 
recently partnered with students from Hiram Col-
lege to clean up the garden and wooded area 
behind the school building. Students hauled fenc-
ing, wire, and large trash bags out of the woods, 
played environmental science games and enjoyed 
a picnic lunch.
 “Cleaning up this space is just a first step,” 
fourth-grade teacher Joe Mendes said. “We plan 

to construct an interpretive nature trail in the woods 
and continue developing the Gearity Community 
Learning Garden. We are also designing an 88-
foot mural to cover the chain-link fence along the 
garden’s back wall. it’s going to look fantastic.”
 The participants included 50 fourth graders, 
12 college students from Hiram, and Josh Hunter, 
Gearity parent and Hiram professor.

c
h

-u
h

 c
it

y 
sc

h
o

o
l 

d
is

tr
ic

t

Jo
y 

 h
eN

d
er

so
N

Jo
y 

 h
eN

d
er

so
N

Scott Gainer, CH-UH school district Treasurer/CFO.
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Contact the Admissions Office 
to schedule a personal tour and 
classroom observation.

216.321.7571
www.ruffingmontessori.net

3380 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

OPEN
HOUSE
November 7
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Toddler through
8th Grade

2287 Lee Road + 1854 CoventRy Road +  www.phoenixCoffee.Com

PumPkin 
SPice
AvAilAble At All 

Phoenix 
locAtionS 

fReshLy Roasted Coffee
Warm & Spicy Seasonal Favorite

Joy Henderson

The PSAT scores of the semifinalists qual-
ify them for National Merit and National 
Achievement Finalist status and college 
scholarships. Merit Scholarship semifinal-
ists have the opportunity to continue in 

the competition for some 8,400 awards, 
worth $36 million. Achievement Schol-
arship semifinalists are eligible for 800 
awards worth more than $2.5 million.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

Combined 109 Years of Experience

Exhaust Repair and  
Custom Pipe Bending

Locally Owned & Operated

We service domestic and import  
vehicles and light duty trucks.

Need something welded?  
Call us.

2010 Best of the Heights winner  
for Best Auto Service.

ESTABLISHED 1954

I G
O

T W
REN

CHED

2080 Lee Road,  Cleveland Heights

(216) 371-2850
Mon-Fri 7 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. by Appt.

AWARDS
WINNER
2010BEST OF THE HEIGHTS
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HEiGHTS SCHOOLS

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

Asphalt & Concrete, Roofing, Siding, Gutters 
Masonry, Windows, Kitchens & Baths 

Financing Available 
1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 

www.class1pavers.com 

Nela Florist Inc.      Stan Soble

Phone (216) 451-8333   1-800-837-8333
Fax (216) 451-8336       
www.nelaflorist.net

2132 Noble Road (Opposite Nela Park)
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112

Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

 Beef up @ the Pub 

 

 

30 original 

burgers 
 

$5 Burger + Beer 

everyday til 7pm 

and 

ALL Day + Night 

Monday 

2191 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights • 216.371.1713 

Jamier Stevens and Sophia Arts of Fairfax Elemen-
tary win $1,000 in art supplies for their school.

Two Fairfax students win art contest
angee shaker

Jamier Stevens, a fourth grader, and 
Sophia Arts, in fifth grade at Fairfax 
Elementary, are among the winners 
of a national art contest sponsored by 
Stremick’s Heritage Foods, manufac-
turer of the 8th Continent® Soymilk 
brand.  Thanks to their success, Fairfax 
Elementary will receive a $1,000 gift 
card from Blick Art Materials.
 “The $1,000 gift card is greatly ap-
preciated. Our art teachers are going to 
purchase additional supplies for all of our 
students to enjoy. We are very proud of 
Jamier Stevens and Sophia Arts. They are 
creative children with tremendous talent. 
I’m glad their art teacher, Joan Levin, 
encouraged them to enter the contest,” 
Principal Michael Wasser stated. The 
students and  Levin were recognized at 
the Oct. 5 school board meeting.
 The 8th Continent Art Contest 
invited children and families across the 
United States to submit their sun-inspired 
artwork to the company’s  website. More 
than 7,200 sun designs were submitted. 
Members of the public were asked to rate 
the artwork from one to five stars.  These 
ratings determined half of the 100 win-
ners, with the remaining 50 selected by 

the team at Stremick’s Heritage Foods.  
The winning designs can now be viewed 
on www.8thcontinent.com/sun. 
 “As a family-owned and operated 
company, we believe in the importance 
of education and of self-expression. 
As many schools across the nation 
face fewer resources for art education 
programs, we’re excited to support our 
schools and promote creativity among 
our youth said Lou Stremick, owner of 
Stremick’s Heritage Foods.

Angee Shaker is the coordinator of commu-
nications and community engagement for the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

mosaic student at CHHs to explore U.s. 
national security

Mosaic sophomore Richard Wilson attended the 
National youth Leadership Forum on National 
Security (NyLF/NS): Exploring American Diplo-
macy, intelligence and Defense in Washington 
D.C., September 28–Oct. 3.

Joy Henderson

This fall, outstanding high school stu-
dents from the CH-UH district and 
throughout the United States will take 
part in a unique career development 
program in Washington, D.C. Richard 
Wilson, a sophomore in the Mosaic 
Experience School, will join the Na-
tional Youth Leadership Forum on Na-
tional Security (NYLF/NS): Exploring 
American Diplomacy, Intelligence and 
Defense. The six-day program will in-
troduce students to challenging careers 
in national security, intelligence and the 
diplomatic corps.
 Wilson received an invitation to 
apply based on his academic standing 
at Heights High. “I am honored and 
so excited to be going to D.C. for this 
program,” he said. “I hope to learn more 
about national security and the career 
opportunities available.”
 He is also looking forward to meet-
ing students from all over the country 
who have similar interests.
 “Imagine being 16 or 17 years old, 
and the responsibility of securing the 
United States at home and abroad rests 
on your shoulders. Through simulations, 
the National Youth Leadership Forum 
on National Security has students build 
a strategy that will uphold our national 
security,” said Marguerite Regan, dean 
of academic affairs for NYLF. “The 
combination of interacting with profes-
sionals and with other students in this 
setting ensures that leaders are being 

developed so the future of our country 
will remain very bright.”
 The curriculum for the Forum on 
National Security is based on actual 
world events.  Throughout the program, 
students use critical thinking, leader-
ship, and public speaking skills to tackle 
the complexity of a national decision-
making process similar to that employed 
by the nation’s top policy makers. 

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.  
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MCALLISTER PAVING, SEALCOATING + DECKS

216-533-2936
216-321-9087

•  Basement & Garage Floor Cleaning & 
Sealing (18 custom colors)

• Powerwashing
• Asphalt Resurfacing
• Winterize Now!
• Foam Insulation
• Tuck Pointing
• New Gutters
• Gap & Crack Sealing
• All Handyman Repairs
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• New Vinyl Windows
•  Family owned/over 30  

years experience
•  Deal direct with Bruce . . .  

owner/worker
• Local Cleve. Hts. resident

INTERIOR PAINTING
Leaf CLean-Ups • GUtter CLeaninG

$25 off
Fall yard 
clean-up

(Min. $175.00 or more)

Expires 11/30/10

$10 off
Gutter cleaning

Expires 11/30/10

Thorough

Preparation & Meticulous

Painting Will Seal &

Enhance Your Home For

Years To Come

We’re not much to look at, 
but we do good work

Celebrate the end of political 

TV ads with a fresh new look!
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HEiGHTS KiDS

 
Now serving  
breakfast, 
lunch, dinner 
and featuring 
our new deli 
menu  

November Special  
with coupon 

 

Any Corned Beef Sandwich or 
corned beef combo with fries 
and fountain beverage $9.95  

 
Not valid with other specials 

One per customer 
 
 

Brew-N-Bistro on North Park             Valid through 12/1/2010 

Happy Hours 5-7 p.m. Mon.-Sat.  
BEVERAGE AND DINNER SPECIALS   

$10 off  
coupon 

 

Party Tray 
$60 or more 

 
Not valid with other specials 

One per customer 
 
 
 

Brew-N-Bistro on North Park 
Valid through 12/1/2010 

Gateway Entrance to  
John Carroll University 
20630 North Park Blvd 

University/Shaker Hts. 44118 
Call Us 216 371 5300   
Fax Us 216 371 5306 

www.brewnbistro.com 

Parenting Q&A
Ellen Barrett

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Family 
Connections (formerly known as Heights Par-
ent Center) for the last 12 years, fields questions 
from parents about the daily ups and downs of 
parenting. The same issues affect many parents. 
If you have a question for Barrett, e-mail her 
at ebarrett@heightsparentcenter.org.
Q.  My wife and I both work full time and 
we have a 7-month-old who is in full-time 
daycare. I am worried about my wife’s 
constant level of stress around balancing 
work and motherhood. She loves her job 
and we have chosen a quality daycare, 
but she still expresses concern about the 
possible lifelong harm we are doing to 
our son by not having a parent at home. 
How can I help her to feel good about 
our choices and alleviate her fears about 
the negative impact on our son?
A.  Many families are feeling exactly the 
way you are. Considering today’s econ-
omy and the many strides women have 
made in the professional world, many 
parents can’t rely on their parents’ model 
of how to manage this juggling act.
 Here are some perspectives to keep in 
mind as you try to find the right balance:
•  Recognize the benefits you and your 

child can gain from daycare. If you 
have done your homework and found 
a quality facility, use it to your ad-
vantage to enhance your parenting.  
 Daycare providers can be an extra set 
of eyes and ears on your child and may 
notice things you might miss (milestones 
as well as concerns). They have experi-
ence to help you through tricky transi-
tions, such as potty training, so take 
advantage of their professional support.  
 Daycare providers can also help your 
child learn to trust and build close rela-
tionships with people beyond the fam-
ily. This will be important as he grows 
and meets more of the world.

•  Realize that exposure to other toys 
and environments can build skills and 
interests in your child that your home 
might not provide. This will give you 
added opportunity to see all of your 
child’s special talents.

•  Try to retain the schedule and rhythm that 
your daycare uses. Kids use routine to learn 
to predict and make sense of the world. 
Your daycare uses routine to keep the day 
running smoothly. You can take advantage 
of that and provide a safe predictable world 
for your child in his early years. 

•  Be sure to find support from other par-
ents who are working outside the home. 
Find out if your daycare has parent 
nights and, if not, think about starting 
one. A monthly potluck or seasonal get-
together would give you the opportunity 
to meet the other parents. You will find 
a great deal of comfort in sharing similar 
stories and challenges.

•  Remember that you are both whole 
persons with many strengths and talents, 
and your work environment allows you to 
keep those qualities strong and vibrant. 
This can help you to be a better parent 
when you are home with your child.

•  Make sure that, even though work and 
home life take up most of your time and 
energy, you find time for each other. Your 
relationship with your spouse and the sup-
port you give and gain from each other is 
vital for the overall health of your family.

 Balancing the demands of work 
and home life is often stressful, and it is 
understandable that it can cause second 
guessing. By taking advantage of the ben-
efits of your daycare and recognizing the 
positive personal growth elements your 
work life provides, you can have a happy 
and well-rounded family life.

– Cheryl Burke
Two-time Champion
Dancing with the Stars

Cleveland Hts. Community Center
Mayfield & Monticello

M / T / W / Th. at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday at 8:45 a.m.

S. Euclid Methodist Church
1534 So. Green

M / W / Th. at 9:30 a.m.
(childcare available)

jazzercise.com  •  Mary Beth  •  440.542.0246

Burn up to 500 calories
in each 60-minute
Jazzercise class!

Sign up by November 15
for January *EFT

(auto debit)
and get the rest of 2010 

for just $40 . . . 
AND I'll waive the

joining fee!
 *(no long term commitment required)

 

 
 

 
Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 

The Fairmount Church Co-op Preschool held its fall bike-a-thon fundraiser on Sept. 25. The children had 
lots of fun riding their bikes and raising money for the preschool. On Oct. 23, they carved pumpkins 
and more at their Family Halloween Party.
 To learn more about the Fairmount Church Co-op Preschool, call 216-321-5800 or visit www.
fairmountcoop.org.

Fairmount Co-op Preschool holds bike-a-thon

The Cleveland Heights-University Heights Homecoming Parade is back after a long hiatus. 

Homecoming Parade returns to the Heights

angee shaker

After a hiatus of nearly a decade, Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights fami-
lies welcomed back the community’s 
homecoming parade with gusto. It was a 
spectacle that brought lots of families to 
Washington Boulevard to watch, listen 
and even dive for candy.
 “It was bigger than a school event; 
it was another opportunity to bring our 
communities together. Board members, 
mayors, principals, library staff, parents, 
and lots of students were there to show 
their support for our schools,” Superin-
tendent Doug Heuer said.
 Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed Kelley, 
University Heights Mayor Susan Infeld, 
University Heights Councilman Frank 
Consolo, CH-UH Board of Education 
members Nancy Peppler, Ron Register 
and Parade Marshal Claude Holland, a 
former track coach and Nike Coach of 
the Year, participated.
 “We had more than 100 youth foot-

ball players and cheerleaders take part in 
the parade, and one of our football teams, 
the Mighty Mites–Tiger Black, just quali-
fied for Nationals to be held in Florida, 
so they participated with terrific pride,” 
stated athletic director, Kristin Hughes.    
 Awards were given to three floats: 
Youth Ice Hockey won Most Creative, 
Roxboro Elementary won Most En-
thusiastic and Oxford Elementary won 
Most Spirited.
 During the half-time homecoming cer-
emony, Ryan Perlic and Ciera Marcano were 
crowned Homecoming King and Queen. 
 “We are already planning for next 
year’s parade. We had fun, and it was a 
great way for us to connect with differ-
ent sections of the community while 
showing enormous enthusiasm for our 
schools,” Hughes said.

Angee Shaker is the coordinator of commu-
nications and community engagement for the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

sa
ra

h
 s

c
h

u
er

g
er

c
h

-u
h

 c
it

y 
sc

h
o

o
l 

d
is

tr
ic

t



Heights Observer November 2, 2010     www.heightsobserver.org11

Be Our Guest
Students present annual musical, “Beauty and the Beast”

By Lily Gould and Luke Boyle
      Costumes have arrived, sets have been built, and lights have been hung to 

ensure that all of this year’s stars of Cleveland Height’s High School’s annual musical, 
Beauty and the Beast, will shine. The Disney classic, a collaborative e�ort between 
a number of di�erent organizations at Heights, opens Thursday, November 4 and 
runs through Sunday, November 7.  

The Vocal Music Department
On the fourth �oor, the Vocal Music Department (VMD) is constantly rehearsing, 

and there is never a moment without song. “It gets tiring but it’s de�nitely ful�lling 
when you’re done and your character’s evolved into something,” says senior Julia 
Barcus, who plays Mrs. Potts in Cast A of the musical. Sophomore Midori Marsh 
agrees, “Sometimes it gets really annoying, but it feels good to do something right 
and having someone tell you, ‘Wow, that’s really good’.” Not all of the actors are com-
pletely thrilled with the frequent rehearsals; for many it can be very stressful when 
combined with the school work. However, the students agree that it is worthwhile. 
Many actually enjoy going to rehearsals because it is a chance to be with friends. 
The actors also say that rehearsal helps them master their role. Senior Brian Barron, 
in the role of Lefou, says, “Being able to see the other cast perform helps us grow 
as characters. When I see the other Lefou act out scenes, it helps me to get into my 
own character, and helps me grow.” 

The high school is renting professional costumes from the Costume Holiday House 
in Freemont, Ohio. When asked how much he practices playing the Beast, Senior 
Josh Toombs replied “Every night, every day.”  It is a constant process of learning 
for all the cast members, who �nd staying in character the hardest aspect. Senior 
Jordan Raines, who is Cogsworth the clock, replied, “I have to adjust my walking 
and speech to match the character.” While everyone is trying to �nd themselves, it 
seems that the hardest struggle is interacting with other cast members. In the show 
the characters Lumiere and Cogsworth have one of the most interesting relation-
ships. Senior Jack Lentz (playing Lumiere) describes it as, “a love/ hate relationship; 
we feed o� one another but I basically always have to come out on top.” The actors 
and singers at Heights work diligently, but they give most of the credit to the their 
director, Craig McGaughey.  

McGaughey, who is directing his fourth musical in his eleven-year tenure at 
Heights, brings together over 500 students from the elementary, middle, and high 
schools to create the fall productions. Junior Maddie Pollis, who plays the role of 
Belle in Cast A, explains, “I think that he [McGaughy] has a very clear vision of what 
he wants and, once you get it to work how he wants it, it turns out well.” 

Stage Crew
In the meantime, members of stage crew have been diligently working on this 

year’s set. Led by teacher and technical director Keith Newman, the crew has cre-
ated a massive and beautiful set, from the �rst nail to the last brush stroke. Though 
these crew members are hidden from sight for nearly the whole production, the 
show would cease to exist without them. Their main objective is not only to prepare 
for the production, but also to make sure everything runs smoothly throughout the 
show.  The sound technician, light operator, and stage manager make certain the 
musical is executed without a glitch.

Seniors Ariana Gray-Be and Jaired Birks rehearse their roles as Belle and the Beast for the 
upcoming play. 

Photo By Jake Stern

The Instrumental Music Department
 Of course, where would a musical be without musicians? Every VMD musical 

has relied on the music provided by a live pit orchestra composed of Instrumental 
Music Department students and professional musicians. This year, Daniel Heim, 
orchestra director at Heights High, hopes to present an all-student pit orchestra.  
Student musicians enjoy the unique experiece of performing theatrical music. French 
horn player, Colin Higgs, says that, “the music that you play is really di�erent than 
what you play in band or marching band.  You are exposed to playing music in a 
di�erent format that’s a lot more personal and involved.”

By So�ja Conic
C l e v e l a n d  H e i g h t s  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r  J a n e t t  K o r b  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Te a c h e r 

o f  t h e  Ye a r  A w a r d  e a r l y  t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r  f r o m  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y .  S h e  r e -
c e i v e d  t h e  a w a r d  f o r  h e r  a n d  h e r  c l a s s ’ w o r k  i n  w a t e r  t e s t i n g  l a s t  s p r i n g . 

T h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  a w a r d e d  t h e  c i t y  o f  C l e v e l a n d  H e i g h t s  a  g r a n t 
t o  b u i l d  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y  p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  C u m b e r l a n d  P a r k .  T h e  p a r k i n g  l o t 
w o u l d  p r e v e n t  p o l l u t a n t s  f r o m  r u n n i n g  o f f  i n t o  D u g w a y  B r o o k ,  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  p a r k . 
B e f o r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  C H H S  w a s  a s k e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  w a t e r .  M s .  K o r b  e a g e r l y  l e d  h e r  h o n o r s 
b i o l o g y  s t u d e n t s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S p e c i a l  E d .  s t u d e n t s ,  i n  t e s t i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  w a t e r . 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  t e s t s  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  w a s  f a r  f r o m  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e r e  i s  a n 
u p s i d e .  T h e  r e s u l t s  c r e a t e  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  t e s t i n g .  M s .  K o r b  h o p e s  t o 
p e r f o r m  m o r e  t e s t s  o n c e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  f i n i s h e d  t o  s e e  t h e 
l o n g  t e r m  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p o l l u t i o n .  T h e  w a t e r  t e s t i n g  g e n e r a t e s  v a l u a b l e  d a t a  o n  b u i l d -
i n g  m o r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s u s t a i n a b l e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  i s  a  f u n 
a n d  e n g a g i n g  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t u d e n t s .

Teacher receives conser vation award

Janett Korb
Photo by Jake Stern
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The Black & Gold, Cleveland Heights High School 

Editorials

The Black & Gold  is a student publica-
tion of Cleveland Heights High School, 
13263 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights,  Ohio 
44118.  Our World Wide Web site is located 
at go.chhs.chuh.org

The Black & Gold welcomes all opinions 
in the form of signed letters to the editor.  All 
letters should be sent in care of publications 
to the above address.

The Black & Gold is produced camera-
ready on Macintosh computers using the 
InDesign program.

The Black & Gold is a�liated with the 
following press organizations:  Northeastern 
Ohio Scholastic Press Association (NOSPA), 
Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
(CSPA), Journalism Education Association 
(JEA), The Great Lakes Interscholastic Press 
Association (GLIPA) and Quill and Scroll.  
The Black & Gold  has  won the NOSPA First 
Place, CSPA Medalist Awards,  CSPA First 
Place Awards,   GLIPA Buckeye Award and 
Quill and Scroll International  Awards. For 
advertising rates and information, please 
email our advisor, Margaret Hull, at m_hull@

chuh.org, or reach her by phone at (216) 
320-4999 ext. 81321

The Black and Gold is made possible in 
part by a generous grant from the Cleveland 
Heights High School Alumni Foundation; 
the sta� of the paper would like to extend 
its graditude.

 Opinions expressed are the consensus 
of The Black & Gold editorial board and do 
not represent the views of Cleveland Heights 
or the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
School District. 

*   *   *
Editors-in-Chief .....................................Colin Higgs
                                 ......................................Julia Gay
Managing Editor....................................Jake Stern

Reporters: Brandon Fernando, So�ja Conic,  
Monica Chan, Lillie Hall , Amber Jackson, Julie 
Zarin, Lily Gould, Mikale Thomas, Amanda 
Halaby, Luke Boyle and Trent Bailey.

Advisor.....................................Margaret Hull

Photograhpy........................Jake Stern

By Colin Higgs
 You can’t miss it. It falls gloriously down from his chin like a silvery waterfall of 

hair from the heavens above. In fact, anyone who doesn’t know Fred Thaxton probably 
wouldn’t remember anything from a chance encounter in the hall besides his massive 
beard.

And with good reason too. Thaxton’s bristly-bib is indeed fascinating. But the back 
story is just as interesting as the mane itself.

It all started back when Thaxton was a junior in college, in the early 80’s. At the 
age of 24, Thaxton and a group of friends went on a cross-country bike trip, travelling 
over 10,000 miles from Kent, Ohio to Seattle. On the bike trip, the men shared a single 
disposable razor, which is when Thaxton chose to grow out his beard. 

And so, a legend was born.

“It just stuck,” says Thaxton, commenting on how long it has been since he was last 
clean shaven. And he’s de�nitely right about that. Mr. Thaxton’s beard is more than 
just magni�cent facial hair, it’s become an identity. Many students and teachers might 
not even recognize him without his beard. 

But despite what other people might think, Thaxton’s uniqueness is not just beard-
deep. Aside from growing impressive whiskers, Thaxton also avidly grows garlic. He 
and his wife grow 14 di�erent variations of garlic in a plot behind their home, and 
sell it at local farmers’ markets and around the community. In fact, they were recently 
crowned the king and queen of the Shaker Garlic Festival. 

Another of Thaxton’s lesser-known hobbies might seem strange to many but, to 
him, it’s only expanding on a lifelong hobby. 

“I’ve loved bird-watching for years,” says Thaxton. So it made perfect sense for him 
to begin collecting road kill. From small rodents to full size deer, Thaxton has put all 
kinds of animals up on a bird-of-prey feeder in his back yard. And, in return, all kinds 
of birds stop to visit. From red shouldered hawks to great horned owls, many di�erent 
birds frequent Thaxton’s feeder, looking for a meal. “Most weekends I just wake up, 
grab a cup of co�ee, and go watch the birds.”

And so, for over 16,000 cloves of garlic, for �ocks of birds satis�ed, and for 29 years 
of bearded glory and countless more yet to come, the Black and Gold salutes you, 
Fred Thaxton.

Mr. Thaxton
Photo by Jake Stern

Fred Thaxton: the man behind the beard8 Periods:
The good, the bad, and the ugly
 
By Julia Gay

The mere notion of a longer school day was enough to elicit numerous complaints, 
grumbles, and grievances from the Cleveland Heights High student body. So, this 
school year, when the district added 48 minutes to the school day and shortened the 
time between classes in order to accommodate an eighth period, the change was 
met with some resistance. 

Looking past the initial reluctance with the �rst quarter now complete, the pros 
and cons of the eight-period day are recognizable. For starters, the eight-period day 
provides scheduling �exibility. Heights o�ers a wide variety of courses. Unfortunately, 
there seems to be too many options and too little time. Previously, students who took 
an art or music, as well as a language, were unable to schedule the state required 
health and physical education without sacri�cing their lunch. Now, however, those 
classes easily �t into the eight-period schedule and, for those upperclassmen who 
have met all the course requirements, the wide variety of available courses can be 
taken advantage of and fully appreciated. 

In addition, the new schedule is designed so that all freshman and those struggling 
in at least one of their classes are required to have one period of Educational Options 
for Success (EOS). EOS is, in essence, a study hall, in which students can catch up on 
homework and receive individualized aid from teachers. This encourages students to 
seek help and provides them with time in which to do so.

The one big downside to this revised schedule, however, is the loss of after school 
special help. This was a period at the end of the school day where students had the 
opportunity to go to any teacher for help with class material. Without special help, 
students not scheduled for an EOS �nd it di�cult to receive help outside of class.

Like bitter-sweet chocolate, the eight-period day has its appealing, as well as its 
unappealing, aspects. Perhaps, though, this longer school day – which has a tendency 
to feel more like a detriment to sleep and to social life than an improvement– will soon 
become the norm, and the old, seven-period day, will long be forgotten.

The revised schedule includes an eighth period as a part of 
the school day, adding an additional 48 minutes.
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By Brandon Fernando
 The National Honor Society (NHS) is a prestigious, nationwide program that 

stresses service and character. To be eligible, students must have a 3.5 grade point aver-
age and community service experience, as well as leadership qualities as recognized 
by an advisor. Ultimately, a �ve-faculty member council decides who gets inducted, 
and has the �nal say on all matters proposed by the advisor.  NHS has a very optimistic 
outlook for the future, both immediate and long-term at Cleveland Heights High. Ac-
cording to Haethem Rasul, new advisor for NHS and established Renaissance guidance 
counselor, there will be quite a few changes to our high school’s local branch. 

 Most notably among these changes will be the expansion to include quali-
�ed upcoming juniors along with the traditional upcoming seniors. “A growth from 28 
members to possibly 60 or 70 members is signi�cant,” acknowledges Rasul, “but would 
certainly bring some continuity – something NHS hasn’t really had here at Heights 
before.”

 The new format will be a change of pace from the hectic start the National 
Honor Society endured last year. “There was a lot of hoopla during the selection process,” 
says Mr. Rasul. Last year, two teachers served as advisors for the NHS, but due to their 
already heavy workload of teaching, the experience was understandably stressful. 

 The aforementioned “hoopla” dealt with miscommunication and misdirec-
tion of paperwork. The paperwork had been, in fact, misplaced due to the numerous 
documents being sent in via various methods from various sources. “It was a lot to 
handle,” Rasul says, while pointing to the two over�owing boxes of paperwork from 
last year. Nevertheless, the paperwork was found the morning the induction process 
was set to begin. After that, it was “smooth sailing” as the most quali�ed students were 
selected, without bias, by the �ve-member council.

 This year, Mr. Rasul has �lled the position that the previous advisors chose 
to leave vacant. He was practically giddy with excitement during the interview. “I’m 
really happy to be able to help resuscitate NHS here at Heights.” The NHS already has 
some events planned, including a tailgate fundraiser at Homecoming, running the 8th 
Grade Parent Night, as well as organizing tutoring both during and after school. “Flex-
ibility is something we have here at NHS that really enhances our ability to manage 
multiple projects at the same time.” When asked about last year, Mr. Rasul honestly 
replied, “They [the two advisors] did everything right. They did - but this year I feel like 
I’m great for this position because I’m not teaching �ve or six periods a day and, as a 
counselor, I am better suited resource-wise.”

 According to Rasul, the selection process is set to begin around February and 
the induction ceremony will take place on April 7th, with entertainment provided by 
the Heights Barbershop choir. “I’m just really excited to see where this goes.”

Heights High National Honor 
Society chapter to include juniors

By Mikale Thomas
On August 31, students rushed into Cleveland Heights High School looking forward 

to a new year. There were a number of noticeable changes. The entrance looked bet-
ter, the halls had been bu�ed, and there was something di�erent in the lunch room: 
a room labeled “Outtakes,” with a relatively large sign, sat in the right corner of the 
cafeteria, its doors tightly closed.       

Nearly a month later, on September 29, Greg Krone also walked in the high school 
with intentions of starting something new, something special that had never been 
done before. On this day, Outtakes, the mysterious locked room, opened to students for 
the �rst time. Krone was one of the many people who helped make Outtakes a reality, 
and can be found standing at the entrance of the small store everyday of the week.

 Long before this much anticipated day in September, the Board of Education 
teamed up with Chartwells’ Group to install Outtakes at Heights. The space students 
now view as a food haven was originally known as a snack line with basic beverages 
and chips; before that, a teacher’s lounge.

 Outtakes serves hot meals (Yes, food that is actually warm!) at breakfast and 
lunch, and provides a large variety of healthier food choices—a better alternative to 
the pizza and burgers. Other branches of Outtakes can also be found in colleges and 
universities — one even can be found at Cleveland State University.

 Students like the change. Sophomore Nichelle White notes, “I wouldn’t be 
eating lunch at school without it.” Kymeron Carter, also a sophomore, says, “It’s good. 
I really like the di�erent options.” However, the prices have to be taken into consider-
ation. Even though free and reduced lunch still apply to Outtakes, chips, cereal, parfaits, 
fruits, cookies, drinks, and other items cost extra money. Cash obviously does not keep 
many kids away. Lunch attendant Marline O’Neal acknowledged, “We really don’t hear 
any complaints other than the prices. But they complain and still come back for more 
everyday.”

 Outtakes is still a work in progress. There are plans to include cappuccinos and 
make an online lunch account so that students do not have to worry about forgetting 
their lunch money. Sometime this school year, the small store will open for approxi-
mately half an hour after school for the students who participate in extracurricular 
activities. Krone added, “Tell us what you think so we can improve.”

Outtakes
New snack bar takes Heights cafeteria by storm

By Margaret Hull
What started as a book club for Bellefaire teachers four years ago has grown into 

a bona �de reading group for Heights High sta�. “Compared to most book groups, 
we are really low-key.  We read only two or three books a year,” according to Kathy 
Lawrence, Program Specialist of Libraries for the district and the group’s organizer. 
However, Lawrence is quick to add that all of the books have been worth the read, 
even the more obscure works.  “There are many well-read teachers in this school and 
I so appreciate their unique suggestions for titles, and the conversation they bring to 
the table around them.”

Though the discussions are usually held at a local restaurant, the readers of Mark 
Winegardner’s Crooked River Burning spent the evening dissecting that book at the 
Shaker Heights’ Van Sweringen mansion, which acted as part of the setting of the 
novel. In a recent appraisal of Mary Ann Sha�er and Annie Barrow’s novel, The Guern-
sey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, which is set in Guernsey, one of the Channel 
Islands o� the coast of France, a member contributed that her husband had grown 
up on that island. “It brought a part of the world close to home and added a richness 
and color to our discussion that couldn’t have happened without her comments and 
memories,” Lawrence added.

Reading titles have included What is the What, Water for Elephants, The Story of 
Edgar Sawtelle, Suite Francaise and the upcoming December discussion title, The Devil 
in the White City. “Anyone and everyone at the high school is welcome to join us at 
any time.  It’s nice to grab a bite and enjoy relaxed conversation with your colleagues 
- and the books are so good.”

If you are interested in joining the sta� book club, please contact Kathy Lawrence 
at k_lawrence@chuh.org for details.

 

Heights High sta�  book club

Cleveland State University is one of the colleges that students can attend through 
the PSEO program.

Photo by Jake Stern

By Monica Chan
 With more traditional courses being o�ered at Cleveland Heights High School, 

students are looking for more options: This is how the Post-Secondary Enrollment 
Options (PSEO) program serves as an alternative. Through PSEO, which is paid for by 
tax dollars, students are o�ered the chance to take college courses for both college 
and high school credit.

Students choose to participate in PSEO for a variety of reasons. PSEO advisor at 
Cleveland State University, Dr. Frank Feola, notes, “Some want to earn credit towards 
college so they can save that money. Some want to graduate from college early.” 

Dr. Kristie Cooper, a guidance counselor at Heights, comments, “Others feel that 
Heights isn’t the right setting for them. It can be a combination of these reasons.” 

There are 54 Heights students enrolled in PSEO, 22 of whom participate in Cuyahoga 
Community College’s Seniors to Sophomores program. This option is a unique op-
portunity for seniors who would like to complete their �rst year of college while still 
in high school by being a full-time student at Tri-C. Those who are not enrolled in 
the Seniors to Sophomores program go full-time to Cleveland State, Case Western 
Reserve University, or Tri-C, while others attend part-time. “Those who choose to do 
a part-time schedule still want to be connected to the high school. Sometimes there 
is a particular course that they want to take at their high school, or a certain teacher 

PSEO program brings opportunity to Heights
that they’d like to stay connected to by taking their class, but they also want to have 
the PSEO experience,” says Cooper.

Due to the fact that PSEO is the start of a student’s college transcript, their grades 
stay with them even though they are only in high school. If they do not pass a class, 
they are required to pay the college tuition themselves. 

“Some students struggle to stay involved at their high school,” says Cooper. How-
ever, Feola notes that many PSEO students continue to stay connected. Through 
extra-curricular activities and friends, students are able to be involved in this program 
while still participating in their own school.
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HEIGHTS HIGH 
VOCAL MUSIC

presents

Cleveland Heights 
High School

November 4, 5, 6 at 
7:30 pm

November 7 at 4 pm

Call 320-3105 for 
tickets
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Melissa Zagidulin

Sam Bell, the owner and founder of 
the Lusty Wrench garage on Lee Road 
in Cleveland Heights, has just been 
named the Delmar/Cengage Learning 
ASE Master Automobile Technician of 
the Year. 
 Known as the dean of local mechan-
ics, Bell routinely fields calls from his 
fellow professionals when they need 
advice on a difficult problem. “I think 
we all use him as our ‘guru’ when we get 
stuck,” says Kenny Block, co-owner of 
Mac’s Marathon on Taylor Road. 
 Once again, Bell turned in a perfect 
score on his Advanced Level recertifica-
tion exams. In addition to being a hands-
on technician, Bell teaches numerous 
advanced-level technical courses both 
locally and nationally. He is also a regular 
contributor to MOTOR Magazine, where 
his writing has won several national and 
international awards. 
 Sam Bell, who rides his bicycle to 

heights shops

sam Bell, owner and founder of the Lusty Wrench garage on Lee Road.

sam Bell named Master Automobile technician of the Year
work year-round, is also known around 
town for his participation as a member 
of Patti’s Paladins, www.pattispaladins.
com, a Cleveland Heights-based bike 
team, in the annual MS-150 Pedal to 
the Point, a charitable fundraiser for 
the National Multiple Sclerosis Founda-
tion. He and his wife Ellie are longtime 
Cleveland Heights residents.
 The official award ceremony will 
take place in mid-November in Phoenix, 
Az. Each year, ASE, the National Insti-
tute for Automotive Service Excellence, 
honors approximately 30 of the country’s 
top automotive technicians. There are 
more than 400,000 certified automo-
tive service professionals in the United 
States. Delmar/Cengage Learning is a 
leading developer and publisher of text-
books and curriculum materials used in 
technical training programs worldwide.

Melissa Zagidulin is a digital preservation 
expert and freelance writer living in Cleve-
land Heights.

It’s true. 
Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 

MAC’S MARATHON 
Same location since 1977 

 
2 Certified ASE Master Technicians 

All Types of Mechanical Repairs 
Domestic & Import, Light Truck & Auto Repair 

Licensed E  Check Repair Facility 
 

 
 
 

 

1828 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Heights 
216.321.3113 

macs9577@sbcglobal.net 
 

Reliable. Honest. 100% Satisfaction. 
 

Windshield Wiper. BUY ONE/GET ONE FREE with ad 

Scott Berman Ken Block 

Ohio Lottery We Recycle 

The Lusty Wrench

www.lustywrench.com

2120 Lee Road

216-371-8150

M-F 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Mock ElEction continued from page 1 
part of a mock election organized by 
the League of Women Voters, Cuyahoga 
Area, at four area high schools.
 Using nonpartisan voter guides 
provided by the league, government 
classes held discussions prior to the 
voting. Senior Andrew Feketik isn’t 
voting in the real election this year, but 
said the discussion and forum made him 
feel more prepared.  “Now I know both 
sides,” he said.
 While the process was “mock,” the 
candidates, voting machines, registra-
tion forms, and requirements to sign 
a pollbook and show ID before voting 
were real. When voting ended, results 
were tallied and broadcast to the stu-
dent body.
 Senior Sharon Askew said the simu-
lated election process made her feel like 
she had “a say-so in my government.” 
History teacher Mary McDade agreed, 
saying it made voting “so much more 
real.”
 Foundation support for the project 
was provided by Reaching Heights and 
the Raymond John Wean Foundation.

Carol Gibson is local league member living 
in Cleveland Heights.

public input continued from page 1
different people; the consultant’s goal 
is to address environmental, social, and 
economic interests to achieve sustain-
ability regulations that reduce barriers, 
create incentives and set standards.
 Camiros’s experience with inno-
vative zoning is that it should allow, 
encourage and require a variety of sus-
tainable techniques. 
 Environmentally sustainable prac-
tices would encourage renewable energy 
technologies, such as solar, wind and 
geothermal; accommodate alterna-
tive modes of transportation; protect 
natural resources and encourage water 
conservation. 
 Economically sustainable practices 
would include adaptive reuse of historic 
structures, plans for parking flexibility 
and ways to encourage local food pro-
duction. Socially sustainable practices 
would include regulations that preserve 
residences and neighborhoods.
 There are many options to consider 
and the consultants are trying to inter-
view all stakeholders. Public input is 
vital to capture what residents consider 
their top priorities. The open floor ses-
sion of the meeting enabled residents 
to voice their suggestions, concerns and 
questions, which included:
• Insulation requirements
• Shade tree replacement 

•  Incentives for training CH citizens for 
green retrofitting jobs

•  Restrictions in historic districts and 
the aesthetics involved

•  Garage spaces and asphalt disincen-
tives, use of permeable paving and 
grasscrete

•  Frontyard gardening, community gar-
dens, incentives for additional garden 
spaces

• Expanding recycling, regionalization
•  Nighttime lighting that is efficient, 

safe, and improves the ambiance
•  Riverbed protection, stream preser-

vation, restrictions on pesticides and 
herbicides

•  Urban farming, raising chickens and 
bees

• Community models
• Zoning for accessibility
• Walkability and bikeability
•  Resources, knowledge base in the com-

munity (including the Home Repair 
Resource Center)

• Mechanics of water diversion
• Experimental zones
• LEED certified buildings
 It is not too late to provide input 
to this study. The Planning and De-
velopment Committee has provided a 
questionnaire (available on the city’s 
website) as a way to gather public input. 
Residents are free to answer only those 
questions they feel are relevant. General 

comments on the project or on sustain-
ability are also welcome. 
 The next public meeting is slated 
for December. Formal presentation to 
city council will be in January 2011, and 
the report to the community is due in 
February.

Evan Komito is a resident of Cleveland 
Heights and frequent contributor to the 
Heights Observer.

Proudly presents its
Fall Concert 

At the CHHS Dina Rees Auditorium
Friday, November 19th 

at 7:30 PM
Featuring the

Heights High Symphony
Senior Soloist, Gwen Donley

Symphonic Winds
& the CHHS Jazz Ensemble

*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment
6:30 – 7:30 PM 

in the Social Room.

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org

IMD Cleveland Heights High School               
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

LIQUID PLANET LIQUID PLANET   
is expanding nationally and 

regionally.  
6-18 month training programs 

begin soon. 

Send resume to 
info@liquid-planet.com 

Qualified candidates may be 
able to relocate.  

Advertise in the Heights Observer   
Call 216-513-3070 or visit

www.heightsobserver.org\read\advertise
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heights shops

Kim Sergio Inglis

Cleveland-area natives Paul and Bonnie 
Ursetti are the owners of By Nature, a 
new shop on Coventry Road that pro-
vides healthy, convenient food, bever-
ages and snacks.
 Opened in September, By Nature 
is still expanding its inventory, offering 
what Paul Ursetti describes as “con-
scious convenience”—a variety of food 
items, each with a natural, organic or 
environmentally responsible focus.
 “We were attracted to Coventry 
by its diversity,” Paul said, “and the 
forward-thinking folks of all ages, who 
are conscious of what they do and eat, 
and the effect on the environment.”
 The health-conscious, eco-friendly 
By Nature seems a natural fit for Cov-
entry’s eclectic retail district; yet the 
Ursettis didn’t necessarily have a store 
in mind when they came upon the 
Coventry space. Instead, the Coventry 
store grew from a need for a warehouse 
for their other business, Vending by 
Nature. Paul recalled, “I was in Brigade 
when I saw the “space available” signs 
go up, and looked into it. Now we have 
the space we need, and the benefit of 
foot traffic.”
 The couple established Vending 
by Nature in 2009, to supply healthy 
food options, via vending machines, 
to schools and corporations through-
out Northeast Ohio. “As busy parents 
of four, we have always been diligent 
about providing our kids with healthy 
food choices,” Bonnie explained. “I was 
at a school orientation for one of our 

By Nature on Coventry offers healthy convenience
kids and I saw a coffee drink offered in 
the kids’ vending machine. We started 
Vending by Nature to offer better 
choices for growing bodies and minds, 
and the response has been amazing!”
 Sourcing food products locally is 
a priority for them. Said Bonnie, “We 
offer a thoughtful selection of natural 
and organic products. It’s not just that 
we take the time to pick out things for 
people with special diet needs or prefer-
ences; we make a conscious decision to 
look for local suppliers.”
 By Nature offers a rotating selec-
tion of eight soups a day, with vegan and 
vegetarian options always available. The 
soups are sold in three sizes, and prices 
vary, ranging from approximately $3.75 
for an 8-oz. serving to $7.25 for the 16- 
oz. size. Paul says the soups sell out each 
day, and are made fresh daily by Souper 
Market, a local soup purveyor that uses 
natural ingredients.
 By Nature’s coffee is roasted locally, 
and the store’s coffee machine grinds 
beans for—and brews—each cup fresh. 
In mid-November, By Nature will add 
made-to-order salads to the menu. Soups, 
like other items, will change seasonally, 
and in the spring, Paul said, “We’ll add 
all-natural hand-dipped ice cream from a 
local North Royalton company, and offer 
cones, shakes and smoothies.”
 In the meantime, customers can get 
their ice cream fix in the form of organic 
ice cream bars from By Nature’s freezer, 
next to refrigerated cases holding an 
extensive selection of organic juices and 
natural sodas, and bins and shelves full 
of natural snacks.

 “The customers who are coming in 
are excited,” said Paul. “Among them 
are vegetarians, vegans and lactose-free 
individuals; they can find something to 
eat, drink or snack on here that they 
can’t usually get without going to Whole 
Foods.”
 The Ursettis’ commitment to the 
environment extends to By Nature’s 
interior, which Bonnie describes as “in-
spired by West Coast café style.” Paul 
installed much of the interior himself, 
using 90-95 percent reclaimed materials. 
He built counters from shipping pallets, 
and transformed recycled, corrugated 
cardboard into wall coverings.
 Even the appliances at By Nature 
are environmentally responsible. Paul 
pointed out, “We use eco-friendly cool-
ers, with extra insulation and sensors 

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

Nov. 1st-24th: Mon-Sun 10-5 • Closed Thanksgiving Day
Nov 26th-Dec. 23rd: Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 9-7, Sun 10-5

Firewood
Available

Fresh or Live Christmas Trees, 
Wreaths, Pine Roping, Ornaments, 

Poinsettias & Much More!

Holiday Preview Nov. 6 & 7th

Seasons Greetings!

Order Your Custom Green
Arrangements Now!!

Special
Savings!
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 Pint with your pup on the patio 

2167 lee road (next to cedar/lee theatre) • 216.321.3469 

 

Water provided. 
The beer is on you! 

 
 

Happy hour til 9pm  

parnells’s pub 

P 

By Nature

1780 Coventry Road, Cleveland heights

216-371-0100

www.vendingbynature.com

open M-s, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. that adjust temperature and turn off 
lights when there is no one present. 
They use a third less energy than stan-
dard coolers.”
 Bonnie is originally from Shaker 
Heights, and Paul was born in Tremont 
and raised in Bay Village. They now 
live in Pepper Pike with their children, 
Zoe, Paige, Logan and Kiersten, who 
range in age from 7 to 17. The kids are 
all involved in the store. Paul pointed 
to signs they made for the interior, and 
Bonnie added, “They had a great time 
taste testing things!” She emphasized, 
“My kids are truly my inspiration. They 
are the reason we moved in this direc-
tion. We started the business to benefit 
them and other kids.”

A former marketing professional, Kim Ser-
gio Inglis recently relocated to Cleveland 
Heights from Brooklyn, NY.

New postal regulations got you down? 
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep 
you on time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com
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sustAiNABiLitY

Marissa Williams

More than 40 events took place during 
Sustainability Week. When the week 
was initially conceived by the Sustain-
able Heights Network, no one knew if 
there would be enough events to fill the 
week. In the end, there were so many it 
was difficult to decide which ones to at-
tend. Before the week started, Sustain-
able Heights had around 70 members on 
its mailing list; at the end of the week 
it had 200.
 One event that embodied the values 
of Sustainability Week was Adopt a Tree. 
Sponsored by the Funny Times Peace 
Fund and Council Gardens, the event 
was organized by Sue Wolpert of the 
Funny Times. With support from Cleve-
land Botanical Gardens, Klyne Nursery, 
and Lawn Lad, the event gave residents 
the opportunity to adopt one or more 
trees for their yards. The trees were free 
with the adopters’ promise to care for 

them. Experts on tree planting and tree 
care were there to teach adopters how 
to plant their tree and how to take care 
of it. Wolpert said that one of her best 
memories of the day was “seeing a tree 
sticking out the top of a car roof window 
on its way to a new home.”
 Another highlight of the week was 
the series of events that took place on 
Oct. 9 around Coventry. A combination 
of hard work and beautiful weather 
allowed for the success of all of the 
events that day. More than 100 people 
participated in the Play Date in the 
Heights event. They had an opportunity 
to reconnect with nature and embrace 
their playful sides. “It was hectic, it was 
wild, it was fun,” said Dawn Alber of 
Meadowsweet Farm. “The week was a 
great celebration of sustainability and 
community.” 

Marissa Williams is a graduate student at 
CWRU and intern at FutureHeights.

Betty Hess

Fairmount Presbyterian Church will 
host its third annual Fair Trade Fes-
tival on Friday, Nov. 12, from 6 to 9 
p.m. Admission is $6 for adults, $4 for 
children, or $20 for a family. Admission 
includes a multicultural dinner from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. 
 The festival features traditional 
handmade clothing, jewelry, toys, 
holiday ornaments, olive oil and other 
articles unique to Central and South 
America, Africa, Asia and India. A Shep-
herd’s Shop will be available for children 
only, where they can purchase gifts for 
parents and family members and keep 
them a surprise.  
 “Unlike many mass-production 
operations in foreign countries, festivals 
like ours provide craftspeople an op-
portunity to receive fair wages for their 
labor,” explained Pastor Louise Westfall. 

Fair trade Festival at 
Fairmount Church

“Local specialty shops working with fair 
trade organizations have selected and im-
ported a variety of merchandise for this 
event. With the holidays just around the 
corner, the festival offers a shopper the 
chance to find something truly distinc-
tive and help improve living standards in 
the developing world,” she said.
 Fairmount Presbyterian Church is 
located at 2757 Fairmount Boulevard 
in Cleveland Heights. The church is 
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. and opens its doors to all. Ser-
vices are held on Sundays at 8:30 and 11 
a.m. Evening prayer with Taizè music 
is held on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. For more information, 
visit  www.fairmountchurch.org/fairtrade.
asp or call 216-321-5800.

Betty Hess is a 20-year member of Fairmount 
Presbyterian Church and chair of the festi-
val. Contact her at 216-295-2335.

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

3451 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

www.heightsfloralshoppe.com
www.heightsfloralshoppe.blogspot.com

216-321-4114

New Location –
in the Garden Room 
of Paysage

sustainability week a success

FREE 
LOLLY THE TROLLEY 
TOUR 

OF COMMUNITY MURALS 

Tours begin at  
the Cleveland Museum of Art 
11:45, 1:00, 2:15

Climb on board for  
a tour of murals painted by  
Cleveland artists in four  
neighborhoods: Fairfax, Hough, 
Glenville, and East Cleveland. 

Enjoy New Orleans music and  
light refreshments.

Stop 1: 
Fairfax Community Mural 
Renaissance Center  
8111 Quincy Ave.
12:00, 1:15, 2:30 
Artist, Neal Hamilton

Stop 2:
Hough Community Mural 
Thurgood Marshall Rec. Center 
8611 Hough Ave.
12:15. 1:30, 2:45
Artist, Anna Arnold

Stop 3:
Glenville Community Mural 
Glenville Development Center 
10650 St. Clair Ave.
12:30, 1:45, 3:00
Artist, Jerome White

Stop 4:
East Cleveland  
Community Mural 
MLK Civic Center 
14801 Shaw Ave.
12:45, 2:15, 3:30 
Artist, Ed Parker

The route takes around  
1 hour and 15 minutes.  
Times are approximate. 

NOVEMBER 6, 11:45–4:00

Funding provided by:

WWW.CLEVELANDART.ORG
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A diverse array of sustainable goods at the 2009 Fairmount Fair trade Festival.
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For Les & Staff

Sometimes the victory of David
over Goliath is not so clear-cut.
Goliath may appear dead.
His lifeless body—like hoarded
mounds of lunch-meat—a stone
beside his giant head (a runaway skin-
mole),
& afterwards a crime chalk-line
that’ll keep the kids hop-scotching
for years.

David may feel secure.
He may settle down, get married.
Buy a home in the country.
He may even open a video store,
renting out good ol’ classic films.

This might last awhile—
say 27 yrs.
In each increment of 5 yrs,
David thinks, “Well, it’s been a solid run,
but there’s competition popping up
all over.”

David endures, however.
He sees other ma & pa video stores

A Vidstar epilogue
come & go, like Dust Bowl travelers.
Years pass.
Some tough & mean years, others
very profitable.
It pays to specialize, David thinks.
It also helps to have a good crew—
Joe, Shannon, Missy, Ed & others,
David reflects.

Part 2.

No one checked Goliath’s pulse, though.
His body disappeared.
His obituary was lost by
the editorial staff.

Goliath sought revenge w/ Ahab’s patience
& Madoff’s cunning—
He planned competition in the forms 
of NetFlix (folks won’t even have to leave
their homes or, God forbid, interact
w/ sales clerks);
Red Box (those inflamed skin-tags protrud-
ing
through the landscape—again supporting & 
enabling
the xenophobes among us); the big corporate 
stores,

HEATING    /    COOLING    /    PLUMBING    /    BOILERS       

Bill Hann

Save $50 
On a Heating Tune-Up/
Safety Inspection 
Now $104  
Mention this discount when scheduling. 
Standard tune-up allows for 45 minutes 
of labor; parts and labor for repairs 
additional.  Coupon must be presented 
to technician. Coupon valid during 
normal working hours M-F 8:00-3:30.  
Not valid with any other discount. 
Pricing based on single system.  
Expires 12/31/10

Chris Hann

2277 Lee Road 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
Hannheatingcooling.com  

Call 216-932-9755Bonded • Insured 
OH LIC #24462 

Specializing in Steam and Hot Water Systems

 

The Hollywood Videos, The Blockbusters,
w/ their vast square footage of
new releases & limited old selections
(forget about the grainy ol’ flics—
Goliath abhorred Bogart & Cagney—
embrace, w/ incestuous arms,
the CGI generation).

Part 3.

We were at my grandparents
the other day.
My grandfather’s drifting out
of this life one pound at a time—
something under the skin, something un-
known
in his stomach, something interrupting
his appetite.
He was 175-lbs two months back,
now he’s 142-lbs.

We avoided talking about death
& the afterlife by watching TV.
We could only watch pieces of it—
our dogs would bark; the ol’ man
would have a coughing fit; someone 
would comment about the snow.

The movie was called The Letterbox.
I forget the main character’s name,
but it’s about a dying woman

Anita Kazarian

Some people hang art on the wall and 
some people just wear it. The Textile Art 
Alliance (TAA) of the Cleveland Mu-
seum of Art held its 7th annual Wearable 
Art Fashion Show & Boutique on Oct. 
17, in Mentor, to a sellout crowd of more 

than 500 guests. Volunteers modeled 
more than 50 wearable items during the 
luncheon runway show.
 Heights artists, such as Eileen 
Coan, displayed their creations in the 
boutique section along with show spon-
sors Fine Points and Nagada. Coan, who 
calls herself a medical librarian by day 

Wear your art and a felter by night, is the founder of 
NeedleLennie, hand-felted wearable art. 
Other items for sale in the boutique in-
cluded puzzle coats, hats, gloves, robes, 
metallic and fiber jewelry, and tunics 
and totes in every color, yarn and textile 
imaginable. There were even handbags 
made from brassieres.
 Jane Glaubinger, a longtime Cleve-
land Heights resident and curator of 
prints for the Cleveland Museum of 

who has month-long relationships
w/ socially-boring, interpersonally awkward 
men.

Sara’s her name, now I remember,
(one fellow kept repeating it, while filling
out a crosswords puzzle: his mantra), &
she encouraged Mr. November or Mr. Febru-
ary
or Mr. Whatever-Month, to write sonnets
about her, to water-color
portraits of her.
She’s easy-on-the-eyes & a little goofy,
so all the men quickly do these things.

The psychological portions I gathered
about why Sara did this—
change men like menstrual cycles—
was explained by her neighbor,
some pro-vegetarian, sign-painter:
“She wants to be remembered. 
She’s dying and she wants to live
on in memory.”

I guess that’s all we want—
just to be remembered.

Jason Floyd Williams, a nominee for Cleve-
land Heights Poet Laureate, worked at Big Fun 
before opening Spaceman Floyd’s Cosmic 
Toys in Madison, OH.

Art, is an enthusiastic TAA supporter. 
For more information about how the 
TAA benefits the textile collection 
of the Cleveland Museum of Art or 
to participate in next year’s show,  
contact TAA president, Karen Hinkle, at  
taa@clevelandart.org.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional 
and founder of Noah’s Landing LLC. Con-
tact her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

DIAZ

YI

MH
ixon

all
MASTERS SERIES

ROBERTO DÍAZ, VIOLA
KWAN YI, PIANO

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2010 7:00 P.M.
Grammy-nominated violist, recording artist and educator Roberto
Díaz has already made a significant impact on American musical life.

President of the Curtis Institute of Music and former principal 
viola of the Philadelphia Orchestra, you won’t want to 

miss this wonderful performer.

Tickets $45 Call 216.791.5000 x 411 
or buy online at cim.edu.

X-LARGE 15" 16-CUT 
ONE-TOPPING FOR

$1299
Chicken and X-Cheese additional

Offer expires 3/31/10
Chicken and X-Cheese additional

Offer expires 12/31/10

LARGE 12” 8-CUT
UP TO 3 TOPPINGS

$999

Mon.  Burger Fries & Beer Night $9.00
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am –3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

Kitchen Open 5-10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri., Noon-9 pm Sat. 

 

Hosting Mega Raffle Event Party to Benefit 
the Jason West Scholarship Fund 

3-7pm, Sunday, Nov. 14 
 
 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 
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Kelli Fontenot 

“An Artist’s Journey Through Schizo-
phrenia,” a new exhibit at Forest Hill 
Church from artist Daryl Musick, 
features works spanning 30 years of 
struggle, determination and healing 
through art.
 Musick, a Euclid native, said that 
when he started carving wooden sculp-
tures in 1982, he knew art was something 
he wanted to do for the rest of his life. 
His show at Forest Hill will feature 10 
carvings, 15 oil paintings and 150 prints, 
mixed media and other works.
 In spring of 1986, Musick was diag-
nosed with schizophrenia. He was hos-
pitalized in 1987 and again in 1991, when 
he joined Planned Lifetime Assistance 
Network (PLAN) of Northeast Ohio, 
a nonprofit group that provides social 
work services. He has been seeing a social 
worker for about 20 years and said it has 
been a major factor in his recovery.
 For much of his life, Musick has 
also focused on art as therapy, earning  
his undergraduate degree and accep-
tance, in 2001, into the art therapy 
program at Ursuline College. He also 
earned a master’s degree in art therapy 
counseling.
 “It’s very therapeutic to make 
art,” he said. “Art comes from inside. 
When you have a mental illness, certain 
choices are taken away from you. You 
have to see a doctor, and you have to 
take your medication. Depending on 
how things are for you, you might not 
be able to work; you’re very limited. Art 
really gives people a chance to grow and 
stretch out and have choices.”
 The art in Musick’s show spans 
the years 1984 through 2010, and some 
pieces were created prior to his first 
break, he said.
 “A couple of the paintings are from 
when I was right out of the hospital,” he 
explained. “I was hallucinating at that 
time. Even though I was on medication, 
for the first couple of years, I would still 
have voices coming to me and bouncing 
around my head. I don’t try to illustrate 

Art show depicts life with 
schizophrenia

the illness, but I think it does show 
through.”
 The “Dreamer” and “Blue Jesus,” 
two works in the exhibit, feature several 
layers of thick paint. Some canvases 
represent eight years of work, Musick 
said, explaining that he sometimes starts 
a painting and then does not come back 
to it for six months, a year, or longer, 
adding “layers of time.”
 He chose to schedule the show in 
November because patients and families 
affected by mental illness often struggle 

before the holiday season. “I’m hoping 
this will help people,” Musick said. “Art 
is a healing thing.”
 The opening reception, which takes 
place Nov. 12 from 7 to 9 p.m., will offer 
free food and more than 150 of Musick’s 
works for sale. The gallery will be open 
after Sunday services at Forest Hill 
Church Presbyterian, 3031 Monticello 
Boulevard, on Nov. 14, 21 and 28.  

Kelli Fontenot is a journalist living in Cleve-
land Heights.

Anita Kazarian

The Musical Art Society opened its 99th 
season on Oct. 8 in Cleveland Heights 
in the home of Susan Blackwell. The 
society was founded in 1912 to preserve 
and advance musical culture. Both per-
forming and nonperforming women 
meet monthly, as they have for 99 years, 
in private homes for luncheons and to 
enjoy a music program performed by the 
group’s members.
 Cleveland Heights resident Martha 
Scholosser performed Bach and Mil-
haud on the piano and concluded with a 
piece not often heard, Franz Liszt’s “Un 
Sospiro.” Scholosser taught piano in the 
Preparatory Department of Cleveland 
Institute of Music (CIM) for 20 years.
 The society advances its mission by 
offering scholarships to students in the 
Cleveland area who intend to pursue 

99th season opens in Cleveland heights residence

a career in music. The society’s first 
scholarship was awarded to the then-
new CIM in 1921. 
 The most recent scholarship was 
given to voice student Emily Campbell, 
who will continue her studies at Otter-
bein College.

 For more informationabout the 
Musical Art Society, contact Norine 
Sharp at norinesharp@sbcglobal.net.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional 
and founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC. Con-
tact her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

For the Heights— 
By the Heights 
event benefits 
FutureHeights
Audrey Wynne 

Heights music mecca, the Grog Shop, 
is joining with local bands and celebri-
ties to present “For the Heights—By 
the Heights.”  Featuring Heights-
based bands and celebrity bartenders, 
this event, on Thursday, Dec. 2, will 
celebrate all things Heights. Grog 
Shop is located at 2785 Euclid Heights 
Boulevard in Cleveland Heights. A 
portion of the evening’s proceeds will 
benefit the Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights advocacy group, 
FutureHeights.
 The festivities will begin at 6 p.m. 
with a meet and greet featuring light live 
music. “We plan to ramp up the energy 
around 9 p.m. with the high-intensity 
live bands,” says Mike Kinsella, Future-
Heights board member and one of the 
event’s organizers. Bands scheduled to 
perform include Max Stern, The Cor-
duroy Mason Band, Nicky English and 
more.
 Guests can also wet their whistles 
with beverages served by some familiar 
faces. Heights celebrity bartenders in-
clude: Alex and Dawn Quintana from 
Quintana’s Barber Shop & Dream Spa, 
Korey Freeman from Revive Fair Trade, 
Steve Presser of Big Fun, Grog Shop’s 
Kathy Simkoff, Cuyahoga County 
Council candidate Julian Rogers and 
Ideastream’s Eric Wellman.
 Kevin Smith, chairman of Future-
Heights’ FutureNow young profes-
sionals committee, is excited to see so 
many Heights businesses represented. 
“It’s a serious time commitment to be 
a business owner and they don’t often 
have the opportunity to come together 
socially. We are happy to host the event 
for business owners and the community 
and are thrilled with their participa-
tion,” he said. 
 “I think it’s great to help out an 
organization that nurtures a creative 
culture here in Cleveland Heights,” said 
musician Max Stern, “I can’t imagine a 
better place to have grown up.”
 Tickets for “For the Heights—By the 
Heights” are $10 at the door. For updates 
and additional information, visit www.
futureheights.org or www.grogshop.gs.

Audrey Wynne is a public relations profes-
sional with The Fairmount Group and 
a member of the FutureHeights board of 
directors.

Cleveland heights residents left to right: Norine sharp, Martha schlosser, susan hosmer and susan  
Blackwell are members of the Musical Art society.
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Blue Jesus, by Daryl Musick.



Heights Observer November 2, 2010    www.heightsobserver.org20

heights ARts

Evan Komito 

We’ve all had the experience: you’re 
enjoying a concert or having dinner with 
friends, when a cell phone starts to ring. 
One ring, two rings, three . . . OK, this 
is really becoming annoying. Just answer 
the phone already, or I’ll answer it for 
you, you think angrily. But would you 
really do that, if you knew in advance 
that answering someone else’s phone 
was going to send you hurtling down a 
rabbit hole into a wonderland of self-
discovery and transformation?
 Welcome to the world of “Dead 
Man’s Cell Phone” by award-winning 
playwright Sarah Ruhl. The play, which 
The New Yorker drama critic, John Lahr, 
describes as “a meditation on death, 
love, and disconnection in the digital 
age,” is Dobama Theatre’s second of-
fering of the 2010-11 season.
 Director Scott Miller can’t wait for 
the opening night of this multilayered 
play. “The audience will have serious 
fun,” he said recently. “The cast has been 
wonderful at ‘peeling back the onion’ to 
get at Ruhl’s different themes. There has 
been lots of exploring as the characters 

‘Dead Man’s Cell phone’ is Dobama 
theatre’s second offering of the season

start out in a realistic world, but then 
locations begin to blur and suddenly 
they are in a magical realism.”
 You might want to make after- 
theater dinner reservations. Miller  
expects you’ll want to eat, drink, and 
talk about what you’ve seen in this show, 
which, he says, is ultimately “uplifting 
and hopeful.”
 Miller, director of the theater arts 

program at the Cleveland School of the 
Arts, is also a professional actor and 
director. 
 Miller was most recently seen in the 
Dobama production of “I Have Before 
Me a Remarkable Document Given to 
Me by a Young Lady From Rwanda,” 
and he couldn’t be more pleased to be 
working with Dobama again. He espe-
cially credits designer Mark Jenks for 
the imaginative set in the show.
 Ruhl asks the audience to be pas-
sionate detectives. Instead of provid-
ing a neat story arc, her storytelling is 
“one thing transforming into another.” 
She likes her actors to have “a sense of 
irony  .  .  .  touched with a little brush 
of the irrational.” Miller finds this story 
“intriguing without being intense.”
 “Dead Man’s Cell Phone” opens 
Oct. 29 and runs through Nov. 21 at 
Dobama Theatre, 2340 Lee Road, 
Cleveland Heights. For ticket details 
go to www.dobama.org or call 216-932-
3396.

Evan Komito is a Cleveland Heights resident 
and frequent contributor to the Heights 
Observer.

Squirrel Recess
By Christine Howey

Every day

Up the thin elm branch

bending with his weight

he sprints, as his fevered

pursuer, pluming tail upright,

dashes onto a branch just below.

Then both launch higher and jackknife

back and down to stare, daring a flinch,

haunches twitching, until he

makes his hot-shingled escape

Christine Howey is the theater critic for 
Cleveland Scene. Formerly the creative 
director of three local ad agencies, she 
currently operates Resumes Reimagined 
(unique resumes for professionals) and Win-
ning With One (marketing communications 
for one-person companies). 

heightsWrites
Poem for November 2010
Nature, closely observed, is the greatest 
entertainment.

—Meredith Holmes

Anita Kazarian

Uzizi is a 5-piece alternative rock band 
with a 12-member choir from Cleveland 
Heights. Under the direction of Craig 
Matis, Uzizi has performed in Northeast 
Ohio, New York City, and throughout 
the United Kingdom since the early 
1980s.   
  Cleveland Heights residents Denise 
Walters, Mary Gove, Craig Matis, Kathy 
Jo Gutgsell, Terry Gutgsell, Darren 
Frate, Noel Howard, and Adriana Al-
varez have played locally at Playhouse 
Square's Kennedy Theater, the Beach-
land Tavern, the Winchester Tavern, 
Heights Christian Church, Unitarian 
Universalist Church, Ingenuity Festival, 
Raccoon Folk Festival, Sachsenheim 
Hall, Taste of Hudson Festival, Lake-
wood Library, and the Barn in Elyria.
  Uzizi's audience is always an all-ages 
group, representing a wide variety of 
tastes. The group's unique composi-

uzizi

tions are strongly influenced not only by 
melodies and harmonies of music from 
all over the world, but also by mid-18th 
century Sacred Harp singing. Sacred 

Harp music—also known as shape-note 
singing—is a living tradition that can 
be directly traced, as a distinct musical 
thread beyond the American Revolu-
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Dobama director scott Miller.
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Craig Matis  plays drums and directs the alternative rock band uzizi.

tion, through rural England, back to 
Reformation psalmody and ultimately 
to Renaissance polyphony.
  Matis's affection for this unique 
musical style enables him to bend the 
traditionally religious aesthetic to his own 
purposes. At times religious, antireligious, 
and nonreligious, the threads of conti-
nuity are the joy of singing, the power 
of primitive harmonic forces, and the 
beautiful poetry of Matis’s own vision.
  Early in Uzizi's history, Matis used 
images of his own artwork as part of the 
group’s live shows. The images helped 
illustrate the song’s stories.
 Uzizi will perform at the Cleveland 
Buddhist Temple, 1573 East 214th Street 
in Cleveland, on Saturday, Nov. 13. The 
show begins at 7:30 p.m. The Mame 
Daiko Japanese drumming troupe 
opens, and admission is $10.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional 
and founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC. Reach 
her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

The Cleveland Chamber Music Society 
Presents 

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center: 
Music for Two Pianos & Percussion 

 

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2010  

8:00 pm 
Pre-Concert Lecture with Andrew Rindfleisch at 7:00 pm 

 
  Shostakovich Concertino, Op. 94 
  Crumb  Music for a Summer Evening for 2 
   Amplified Pianos & Percussion 
  Bartók  Sonata for 2 Pianos & Percussion 
 

Gilbert Kalish 
& Wu Han, 

pianos 
 

Daniel  
Druckman & 

Ayano 
Kataoka,  

percussion 

 Cleveland State University Waetjen Auditorium 
    Corner of Euclid Avenue & East 21st Street 
 
    Tickets $30, Seniors $28, Students $5 
Reservations & Information: 216/291-2777  
     or www.clevelandchambermusic.org 
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By Eleanor Mallet

Not long ago, Peggy 
Spaeth, Heights Arts 

executive director, was at a meeting on 
the south side of Cedar Center facing 
the vacant space that one day is to be a 
new shopping center.
 “This looks like Dresden after the 
war,” she said. “It’s the apocalypse! Why 
don’t we do something!”
 She held her head and shielded her 
eyes as if she were reliving the vision of 
that dreadful sight.
 For someone like Spaeth, with an 
acute visual aesthetic, it was an affront. 
She was impelled to change it.
 So she did. Today, “Fencepiration” 
adorns the chain link fence in front of 
the site—a delicate, playful rendition of 
landscapes made of recycled materials, 
mostly aluminum beverage cans, created 
by artists Debbie Apple Presser and 
Carol Hummel.
 “Why does the city not look the 
way we feel inside?” Spaeth asks rhetori-
cally. “I want to bring art to the surface, 
make it visible and use it in community-
building ways.”
 Heights Arts just concluded a lease 
to expand its gallery into the corner 
space of the Cedar Lee Theatre Build-

A burgeoning hub for the arts
ing, a move that will give it a more de-
finitive presence on Lee Road. Spaeth 
sees it as a “little hub for the arts,” with 
exhibits, poetry readings and concerts 
that could spill out to the adjacent mini-
park that leads to the parking lot.
 The gallery space will increase from 
900 to 2400 square feet, which will 
make possible a much larger year-round 
gift store. The space will also house the 
Heights Arts office and a classroom.
 Heights Arts began a decade ago in 
the creative climate of the city’s visioning 
process. Spaeth began convening meet-
ings in her home. “Cleveland Heights and 
the region have such a rich citizenry in 
the arts, someone—they—ought to tap 
into that potential, we thought. We real-
ized the ‘they’ was us.”
 So Heights Arts began. Today it of-
fers gallery space to show artists’ work 
and sponsors public art projects, the 
naming of a poet laureate and chamber 
music concerts in people’s homes.
 “Culture has gotten so oriented to big 
venues and superstars,” Spaeth said. “Why 
must it be elevated to an iconic status?”
 Spaeth herself is an artist, a quilt-
maker. Her sensibility about the arts 
in the community grew out of her ex-
perience as a parent in the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights schools. 
When her first child was about to en-
ter Canterbury, she realized the school 
lacked an art teacher. “We mustered 

the power of parents, worked through 
unions, inertia, and got one. The follow-
ing year the district had art teachers in all 
the schools.” She paused. “Over my dead 
body will they cut the art teachers!”
 Peggy Spaeth is so warm, engaging, 
positive and soft-spoken that one could 
miss the resolve that energizes her. She 
says that Heights Arts has a working 
board, people with skills, shared values, 
creativity and imagination. “We have 
balanced our budget for 10 years,” she 
said. She and two part-timers are the 
only staff.
 Heights Arts has facilitated many 
public art projects: The mural at the 
back of the Cedar Lee Theater; the 
brightly colored, “smiley” benches on 
Coventry; Knitscape, the decorated 
light poles and parking meters on Lee 

Road and Larchmere; the Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Arch; the murals at Cedar 
Fairmount; to name a few. One of its 
fundraisers is the popular New Year’s 
Day Pancake Breakfast at Tommy’s.
 A new idea for Lee Road is now 
brewing. “Brown paper on windows 
(of unoccupied stores) is deadening!” 
Spaeth said. So Heights Arts is making 
creative and colorful banners to improve 
the look. They will say, “Imagine your 
business here,” in the hope of drawing 
young entrepreneurs.
 “And of course,” Spaeth said, “they 
will promote the arts.”

Eleanor Mallet’s column, “A Heights Ob-
server,” explores the nooks and crannies in the 
Heights. She can be reached at eleanormal-
let@yahoo.com.

Ronald Werman

Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland 
Heights is reaching out in many ways. 
It’s ministries touch church members, 
their friends and family, as well as people 
in the community.
 Meet the Neighbors is DCC’s free 
community meal. On the last Thursday 
of the month, unless rescheduled for 
a holiday, a delicious meal is prepared 
and served by church members and 
volunteers. All are welcome. Whether 
someone is looking for a hot meal or 
the fellowship of others, he or she has an 
open invitation to the meal served in the 
beautifully decorated Fellowship Hall.
 Inspired by Janet Bristow and Vic-
toria Galo, the Prayer Shawl Min-
istry at DCC is made up of knitters 
and crocheters who create shawls for 
those who are suffering and in need of 
prayers. Each shawl is prayed over and 
the recipient knows that prayers have 
been said on their behalf. Prayer shawls 
may be requested for a friend or family 

Disciples Christian Church ministries touch many in the heights community
member.
 No Strings Attached is a Christian 
puppet ministry. With more than 100 
puppets, including some that are 12 feet 
tall, the group specializes in Christian-
based religious. From programs in nurs-
ing homes to complete Sunday worship 
services, No Strings Attached provides 
fun family entertainment.
 For the first time this year, a Gar-
den of Blessings was planted on the 
church grounds. With the church hous-
ing the Heights Emergency Hunger 
Center in its building, the harvest of 
fresh vegetables was donated to the 
center for its clients.
 DCC has been instrumental in help-
ing refugees from Bhutan settle in the 
community. Several Bhutanese families 
have been helped in finding apartments, 
with church members donating furni-
ture, kitchen necessities and clothing.  
 DCC is also reaching out to the 
community with two church services 
on Sundays. The weekly contempo-
rary Connections service is at 9 a.m., 

followed by a traditional service at 11 
a.m. The contemporary service’s Praise 
Ensemble provides upbeat music in a 
casual setting. The traditional service 
includes the Chancel Choir with a pipe 
organ or grand piano. 
 Prime Time at 10 a.m. is DCC’s 
education ministry.  

THE PLANETS: AN HD ODYSSEY
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND 2010 
 November 27 & 28 

presents

A live symphonic journey in high de�nition

SPONSORED BY: 
a Cleveland Orchestra Partner in Excellence

 Order  Now! Call 216-231-1111 or visit  
clevelandorchestra.com

 Disciples Christian Church is a vital 
part of the Cleveland Heights commu-
nity and is located at 3663 Mayfield Road 
at Yellowstone Road. For more informa-
tion, visit www.discipleschristian.org.

Ron Werman is an elder of Disciples Chris-
tian Church.
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“Fencepiration” camouflages the construction site on Cedar Road.
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“Meet the Neighbors” meal helpers serve a free meal on the last thursday of each month.
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Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 
only $23.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 
 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 12/31/10

Stay-At-Home Moms 
Get Paid to Shop and Save… 

 

With Your Own  
“NO COST”  

Online Business 
 

When People BUY. . . 
You EARN 30%  

of the Commission 
 

www.FreeForLifeSite.com 
 

216-526-7699 

Heights Hardware 
                                        Since 1911    

          
Thank You for Supporting Locally

Owned & Operated Businesses

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701

Winterize Your Home Today!  
 
 
 

 

 
 Complete Auto Repair  

& Maintenance 
Import & Domestic 

In Business Since 1972 
www.simonsautoservice.com 

SIMON DAHER, Manager 
 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

N&J Cleaning Service
 

(216) 215-6633 
(480) 286-4415 

 ndacleaning@aol.com 
 

Serving the Heights  
for over 20 years! 

 

Call us to set up an appointment  
and show us around your house.  

We clean YOUR home, like OUR house! 
 

*Refer your friends and your next cleaning is free! 

OFFICE NET CENTRAL
Workspace without the Overhead! 

“SHOP 'TIL YOU DROP"  
Central Holiday Bazaar!  

  FREE admission to the public.  
Many vendors with unique items for sale! 

 

  SATURDAY, November 20 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm  

 

Extra parking at the carwash at the corner!  
 

12414 Euclid Ave. (University Circle Area)  
Cleveland, OH 44106 

Tel# 216.229.3002 Fax# 216.229.9190 
www.OfficeNetCentral.com OfficeNetCentral@att.net 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

Dent’s Painting (interior/exterior) 216-408-3926

FINLEY LANDSCAPING 
 

Individualized services  
for your property 

  

Fall Clean Up 
Property Maintenance 

Pruning * Transplanting * Perennial Work  
 

 Fully insured Free estimates 
 

In the Heights since 1988  

216-932-5689 
finleylandscaping@sbcglobal.net 

ATTORNEY
 

Loren Gordon 
General Civil Practice, 
Serving Individuals and 

Businesses 
 

216-861-5175

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & tile replacement 
Flashings 
Copper work 
Gutter cleaning & repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

MJM Window Restoration 
Increase energy efficiency

Repair/Restore existing windows

Maintain the historic look
of your Heights home

MORE COST EFFECTIVE 
THAN REPLACEMENT  

WINDOWS 
 

216-321-7729 

DOGTOPIATM

Doggy
Daycare &
Overnight
Boarding in
Cleveland Hts.
291-0605

www.dogtopia.net

DogT classified:Layout 1  4/10/09  8:54 AM  Page 1

HEALTH & FITNESS 
 

Nutrition is Simple 
Introducing Z4 Life 

 

On-The-Go Supplement 
 Packets to Add to Fruit Juice or 

in Your Water Bottle 
 

www.SunAndFunHealthyLiving.com 
 

216-526-7699  

 

Call Ted Stone  
216-291-2523        

or 

216-322-9180 (cell)) 
(Serving the Heights area for 35 years)  

10% off with ad 

Professional Painting  
WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST 

SAVE $$  
NOW! 

Painting, Interior & Exterior  
Deck Refinishing, Power Washing 
Water Damage Repair, Plastering 
Household Repairs 
Wallpaper and Drywall 

LOSE WEIGHT 

NOW 
FOR THE HEALTH OF IT 

 
Look Better • Gain Energy • Feel Great 

 
No Drugs • Guaranteed 

 

Doctor Recommended 
 

Phone Billie  
(216) 390-2585 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$650 - $725 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

SEITZ 
-AGIN 

HARDWARE 

Service, Quality,  
Community 

 

(216) 321-4630 
2271 LEE ROAD 

 

SEITZ-AGIN.COM 

 

How Many Can  
You Give Away??? 

 

You Give Others Their Own 
 “NO COST” Online Business 

 

You Make MONEY on Every 
Business You Give Away. 

When They EARN,  
  You EARN…100% 

 

www.SunAndFun-PlanB.com 
216-526-7699 

CLAssiFieD ADs

Call 216-513-3070
to find out how you can advertise your business for as low as $22/month. 

Community calendar and more stories online
www.heightsobserver.org
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Lydia Bailey

Serving more than 3,000 men who are 
homeless each year, Lutheran Metro-
politan Ministry’s 2100 Lakeside Men’s 
Emergency Homeless Shelter is the 
largest shelter in Ohio. “Portraits of 
Homelessness,” an exhibit of 40 pho-
tographs with accompanying stories 
of shelter residents, is on view in the 
Heights this fall.
 The exhibit puts a face to the statis-
tics, and enables viewers to see homeless 
people as the individuals they are.
 “Fairhill Partners joyfully sheltered 
‘Portraits of Homelessness’ for several 
weeks in August,” said Dr. Stephanie 
FallCreek, president and CEO of 
Fairhill Partners, “The portraits were 
both inspiring and troubling—how can 
this be, that so many are so vulnerable? 
Any stereotypes about what homeless-
ness looks like were shattered if one 
stopped and absorbed even half a dozen 
of the images. Despite the sadness and 
frustration expressed by some, a spirit 
of optimism overpowers circumstance 
in portrait after portrait.”
 The show is at Bellefaire Jewish 
Children’s Bureau, 22001 Fairmount 

‘portraits of homelessness’ exhibit comes to the heights
Boulevard, from Oct. 21 to Nov. 11.  
 November is National Run-
away Homeless Prevention Month, 
sponsored by the National Runaway 
Switchboard. Bellfaire will host a  
panel discussion, “The Other Faces 
of Homelessness:Teens,” on Nov. 
10, from 4 to 6 p.m.
 The gallery at the Lee Road 
Library, 2345 Lee Road, will then 
show the exhibit from Nov. 15 to 
Dec. 18. The library will host a 
forum on homelessness on Nov. 18, 
at 6:30 p.m.
 “In these portraits of homeless-
ness, we can see a powerful micro-
cosm of humanity and society—
strength and frailty, brokenness and 
resilience, hope and sorrow, and in-
deed potential,” said Michael Sering, 
director of housing  and shelter at 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry.
 For more information, visit 
www.portraitsofhomelessness.com or con-
tact Jessica Rocha, public relations 
coordinator, at 216-658-8422 or JRocha@
lutheranmetro.org.

Lydia Bailey is the coordinator of volunteers 
for Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry.

Anita Kazarian

Parlez-vous français? The Heights has 
its Italian, British, Greek and Indian 
language fans, but where do you go to 
have a chance to practice your French? 
The French Connection. 
 It started back in 1984 when two 
residents decided to help two newly 
arrived Frenchmen learn to speak Eng-
lish. They met in local coffee shops and 
spoke one hour of only English and one 
hour of only French.
 Today, the French Connection has 
more than 45 formal members who meet 
every two weeks for coffee and to speak 
only French. Members are teachers, 
lawyers, artists, homemakers, doctors 
and new mothers. 
 The several times I attended, I 
listened in on Middle Eastern poli-
tics, hotel names in France, the public 
schools, concerts, photography, Inter-

CoMMuNitY NeWs

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

Allison Urbanek

There is nothing like coming home to a 
warm house after a long day out in the 
cold. To ensure that your heating system 
is ready for the cold weather ahead, it’s 
best to fire it up early, to make sure that 
it is working properly. If not, there will 
be time to repair or replace it before the 
snow starts to fly.
 If a costly repair is needed, you 
might instead consider replacing your 
furnace with a more efficient model. 
Not only will you save on energy costs, 
but you may also qualify for the $1,500 
tax credit that is available through the 
end of the year on units with a 95% effi-
ciency rating or better. Check out www.
energystar.gov for more information.  
 The Home Repair Resource Center 
(HRRC) has information to help resi-
dents make informed decisions about 
repairs, and is a great place to begin 
researching new furnace and boiler 
systems. In HRRC’s resource library, 
you’ll find handouts that explain differ-
ent types of heating systems, including 
high-efficiency models. You may also 
look through collected evaluations of 
heating contractors, submitted by local 
residents.
 HRRC’s Financial Assistance Pro-
gram can help make a new furnace 
or boiler more affordable. Low- and 

Cold Weather, Warm House… 

moderate-income households may apply 
for a loan with no additional interest 
cost—and reduce the amount borrowed 
by $1,000 ($1,500 for seniors age 62 or 
older). 
 HRRC is located at 2520 Noble 
Road. For information call 216-381-6100, 
or visit www.hrrc-ch.org.

Allison Urbanek is the financial programs 
counselor at Home Repair Resource Center 
and is enjoying her time meeting with Cleve-
land Heights residents. 

Cleveland heights residents patrick Rosa-Brusin,  Audrey Davis, Rachael Kaplan and Daniel solow. Julie 
Mancino, French Connection president, is second from the left.
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the French connection; heights style
net providers, investing and property 
values—in fact, any subject that you 
usually overhear in coffee shops.
 On Oct. 8, the French Connec-
tion met for its semiannual social at 
the home of its founder and president, 
Julie Mancino. One might expect only 
French wine and food; instead, the 
elaborate table included foods and wines 
from the ethnic backgrounds of its 
members, such as Russian potato salad 
and Greek spanakopita. 
 Membership is free.The French 
Connection meets every other Monday, 
from 10 a.m. to noon, on the third floor 
coffee shop at Nordstrom’s in Beach-
wood Place. 
 For more information, contact Julie 
Mancino at onlyjmm@aol.com.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional 
and founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC. Con-
tact her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

Psychic & Tarot Readings 
 

Spiritual Advice 
 

Chakra Balancing  
& Energy Healing 

 

Available for Parties  
& Banquettes 

 

One free Question By Phone 
  

Call Grace Today  

(216) 799-8829 
 

2079 S. Green Road, South Euclid 
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Colonic 
Center of 
America

We understand the importance of 
proper colon health and provide 
the services necessary to help you 
achieve a state of balance 
within your body.

We use high-tech colon hydrotherapy 
units to eliminate toxic waste from 
your body and facilitate the colonic 
in a session of just 45 minutes at an 
extremely affordable price.

Call 216-916-7757

Email info@coloniccenterofamerica.com
Visit www.clevelandcolonic.com

Relax. Revitalize. 
Restart your life!

Willie griggs. Manuel Rivera.

Willie Fischer. Junebug. 
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Rainforest 
Car Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

Rainforest Car Wash

Rainforest Car Wash

The Rainforest 
Car Wash, 
in Cleveland 
Heights,  is 
now open.  
Located on 
the corner of 
Mayfield and Middlehurst (enter 
from Middlehurst), this state of 
the art car wash is open to the 
public.  Featuring a rain forest 
theme both inside and out, The 
Rainforest Car Wash will be the 
best car wash you’ve ever had.  
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CEDAR

WILSON MILLS RD

MAYFIELDMONTICELLO WARRENSVILLE
CTR.

The Rainforest Car Wash

SUPERIOR

ENTER FROM MIDDLEHURST

RR

MIDDLEHURST

Open
Everyday
7:00AM
9:00PM

Now Open

GUESS WHAT I DID TODAY?

I formed a hypothesis! 
I played the starring role!
I explored world cultures!
I spoke a foreign language!

When your child spends their day at 
The Music Settlement, we guarantee 
they’ll tell you all about it. 

Preschool/Day School Open House
Sunday, November 14, 1 to 3 p.m. 

216-241-5806, ext. 160

UPCOMING FREE EVENTS AT THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT
Nov. 7,   Musical Mix & Mingle, 3 p.m.
Nov. 11, Student Recital, 7 p.m.
Nov. 14, Preschool/Day School Open House, 1 - 3 p.m.
Nov. 20, Student Recital, 2 p.m.
Nov. 21, Voice Performance Class, 2 p.m.

Nov. 21, Holly Hoffman Flute Master Class, Noon - 6 p.m.
Nov. 22, The Jazz Mind Lecture with Bobby Jackson, 7 p.m. 
Dec. 5,   Holiday CircleFest Performances, 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Dec. 8,   World Music Lecture, 6 p.m.
Dec. 9,   Student Recital, 7 p.m.

Dec. 10, Suzuki Recital, 6 p.m.
Dec. 11, Tolmacheva Studio Recital, 3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 12, Arts for Us w/members of Burning River Brass, 3 p.m.
Dec. 14, Suzuki Holiday Program
Dec. 15, Holiday Flute Choir Recital, 3:30 p.m.

FALL   WINTER 2010

Our arts-enriched courses 
for children birth to age 8 
include:

Music & Movement
Dalcroze Eurhytmics
Music, Math & Movement
Dance Explorers 
and much more.

For more information, call 216-421-5806, ext. 100 or visit www.TheMusicSettlement.org
11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland, OH 44106

THERE’S MAGIC IN MUSIC!

Enroll Today! 216-421-5806, ext. 160
To view our full course catalog visit 
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

RSVP
TODAY!

3 out of 3 stars

ENROLL
TODAY!


