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2010 holiday
gift guide

Mr. Brisket has just shipped its first salami to 1st Lt. John Moffatt, who is serving outside Kandahar,
Afghanistan. Lt. Moffatt and his unit are responsible for developing relationships with local villagers,
protecting them from the Taliban. Story on page 20.
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Heights arts
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Mr. Brisket wants you!
To help send salamis to the troops.
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Holiday events

there is a better financial option.
The amount of money the city can
receive for recycled goods is variable
based on market price. For example,
last month Cleveland Heights earned
$3,800 on blue bag recyclables. Of
course, the amount of money the city
makes also depends on how much the
residents recycle. “It hurts me to see
that people don’t have brown bags out,
blue bags out,” Caplan lamented.
Recycling is one of the simplest
ways to help the environment, and everything people do not recycle ends up
in a landfill. In terms of city finances, it
is also important to note that the city
has to pay for every ton of garbage it
puts in a landfill. with the new consortium, the city will pay nothing for what
residents recycle. Caplan commented
that residents should keep this in mind,
especially during the holiday season
when so much gift material can be recycled rather than put in the trash.

Marissa Williams

Cleveland Heights and University
Heights are among 12 eastern suburbs
that have joined together to form a
recycling consortium that will enable
them to save money, and even turn a
small profit, on recycled goods. The idea
originated in Lyndhurst, and Cleveland
Heights and University Heights became involved through the Cuyahoga
County Solid Waste District. Through
the consortium, cities can actually make
money on their recycling and, more
importantly, avoid having to pay for
recycling. In the past, it has cost the city
of Cleveland Heights up to $26 a ton to
recycle, according to Council member
Bonnie Caplan. The new contracts, with
Kimble Co. of Twinsburg, guarantee
that cities will not have to pay for recycling in the next five years.
Caplan explained that each city has
its own contract with Kimble Co., which
will purchase the recyclables. This gives
the city some flexibility and allows for
Cleveland Heights to opt out of sending
its paper recyclables through Kimble, if

Marissa Williams is a graduate student at the
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences and
an intern at FutureHeights.

continued on page 2

Make a wish:

Former Coventry school to be leased
to Ensemble Theatre for 2011 season
Angee Shaker

The Cleveland Heights–University
Heights City School District has
continued to seek partners who can
put the former Coventry Elementary
School property to appropriate use.
The district has finally found a partner
for the upcoming year—the Ensemble
Theatre.
The agreement in principle between
the district and Ensemble Theatre was
announced after the City of Cleveland
Heights Planning Commission approved
Heights Observer December 1, 2010

The City of Cleveland Heights has
hired Howard
Thompson to be
its economic develhoward Thompson
opment director.
Thompson, a native of Parma, is
familiar with Cleveland Heights. He interned in the city’s Housing Department
when he was in graduate school. City
Manager Bob Downey said he had kept
his eye on him over the years and that it
was a “treat to get him back here.” He
said Thompson’s experience and background fit well into what the city is trying
to do. “He’s high energy, totally engaged
and is renewing his acquaintances with
businesses in town.”
Thompson earned a masters degree
in public administration from Cleveland
State University in 1992. He then held a
variety of development, sales and marketing positions, in both the private sector
and nonprofit/public sector, including a
stint at the Ohio Aerospace Institute.
He was most recently employed with
the City of Beachwood and its Business
Development Center, where he recruited
entrepreneurial technology companies.
The director of economic development position is a new one for Cleveland
Heights. An assistant planning director
position had been left unfilled for two
and a half years because of the economic
downturn, but “now that the economy is
improving,” said Mayor Ed Kelley, “the
city wants to get ahead of the curve. We
want to send a clear message to the businesses in our city that there is help for
you if you need to stabilize or expand.
We want to recruit business to come
into the city, spruce up the business
districts and help the tax base.”
Kelley said that while Thompson’s
primary goal will be to make sure the
needs of current businesses are being met
and determine how the city can help, he
will also look for new businesses. “We
need a good dose of high tech and medical companies,” he said. “We’re right up
the hill from University Circle.”

4-year-old cancer patient gets dream treehouse
Kelli Fontenot

a conditional use permit that will allow
the theater to lease a portion of the building from Feb. 1 through Aug. 30, 2011. The
lease language remains to be finalized,
and the CH-UH Board of Education will
consider and vote on the agreement at a
December board meeting.
“This is really fantastic news for
everyone–—our district, the Ensemble
Theatre, and the whole community,”
said Douglas Heuer, school superintendant. “The agreement we are finalizing
could be just the first step. If this part-

A custom-built treehouse, completed
this fall by Make-A-Wish Foundation
volunteers, is a dream come true for
4-year-old Austin Gallagher, who has
cancer of the kidneys.
Even before entering kindergarten,
Austin has already lived through more
hospital visits, CT scans and surgeries
than many people do in a lifetime. In
2007, when a visit to the doctor showed
something unusual in his X-ray, one pediatrician recommended a trip to see a

continued on page 2
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pediatric cardiologist. After thorough
investigation, parents Mark and Krissy
Gallagher received Austin’s diagnosis:
bilateral Wilms tumor, which affects
both kidneys and usually requires partial
or complete kidney removal.
Three years, six abdominal surgeries, and 130 days in the hospital later,
Austin became one of about 200,000
children Make-A-Wish has reached out
to during the past 30 years.
The organization’s volunteers designed and constructed Austin’s dream
continued on page 4
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Opening up the Observer
Bob Rosenbaum

The Heights Observer
is happy to accept
and publish letters
to the editor.
We don’t get very many of them.
Maybe that’s because letters to the
editor usually represent the only way
an ordinary resident can contribute
to a newspaper. But the Observer’s
articles and columns are also written
by residents, and with so many ways
to contribute, letters may somehow
seem unnecessary.
But they have an important role.
Letters represent the community dialogue that the Observer and its parent
organization, FutureHeights, seek to
encourage.
News articles and opinion pieces
don’t really count as a conversation
until someone else responds. That’s
what the letters are for.

This month, Ann Henderson, a
Heights resident, submitted a letter
responding to the November article
on sharrows—bike lane sharing arrows
that Cleveland Heights has painted
on streets. She raises safety concerns
about the placement of the sharrows.
Ordinarily, such a letter should
be allowed to stand on its own. But
we suspected that it would eventually
prompt some kind of response, and
the monthly schedule of the Observer’s
print edition would have made that
response a long time in coming.
So we shared the letter with a
couple of interested parties and have
published their letters, too.
I’m still not sure how I feel about
the practice of letting people respond
to a letter-to-the-editor before it’s even
been published. Part of me feels like
we’re allowing other people to undercut
the point that the letter’s author wanted
to make before anyone else has had a

chance to digest it and form an opinion.
I wonder if we’ve chilled the conversation before it ever really gets going.
So, please know that the intent
was pure: to share information and
encourage discussion. If you think
we’ve succeeded, let us know. And if
you think we should have let the letter
stand alone, let us know that, too. Your
thoughts will influence how we handle
similar situations in the future.
To express your opinion privately, email Bob Rosenbaum at bob@therosenbaums.net. To express your opinion
as a letter to the editor, register at the
Observer Member Center (http://heightsobserver.org/members) and click on “Submit
New Story” to contribute your letter.

to attract someone from outside the
region.” He thinks Cleveland Heights
can attract entrepreneurial companies.
“They like diversity and want to be close
to a place to shop, live and have fun.”
Thompson’s phone is already ringing off the hook. He is reaching out to
the city’s special improvement districts
and small business owners to determine
what their needs are and to see what
opportunities might exist.
One of Thompson’s first priorities
is to create a current, detailed and Webaccessible list of vacant properties based

on the needs of realtors and brokers.
He will also compile a list of financing
opportunities and help finalize the city’s
economic development plan, including
developing strategies and time lines
within the overall vision.
Thompson said the leadership in
Cleveland Heights is dedicated to making the city friendly to business and he is
looking forward to hearing suggestions
and ideas.

Bob Rosenbaum, chairman of the Observer’s editorial advisory committee and
a futureheights board member, writes this
column to provide transparency and understanding about the Observer.

development director continued from page 1

Downey agreed that the city’s proximity to University Circle should be a
draw and that the city could provide
incubator space and services. “Companies of 3 to 20 people can be in smaller
buildings and we have several locations
where we can cluster them,” he said.
Thompson said the biggest difference between the cities of Beachwood
and Cleveland Heights is their land use.
“Beachwood has well-defined commercial
districts that are separate from residential
areas,” he said. “Cleveland Heights has
multi-use areas that must be packaged

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director
of FutureHeights.

Coventry school continued from page 1

nership works for both Ensemble and
for CH-UH, it could lead to a potential
long-term lease. It may also help encourage other organizations to consider
leasing a portion of the building.”
The Ensemble Theatre will pay a
prorated share of the facility’s operating expenses and utilities, based on its
share of the building’s square footage.

Jimmy O’Neill’s
Tavern
Dining Hours
5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight
7 nights a week*

Ensemble Theatre, a group dedicated to
the production of works that celebrate
the human spirit, currently performs at
the Cleveland Play House.
Angee Shaker is the coordinator of communications and community engagement for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City
School District.

2195 Lee Road
216-321-1116

Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays

Come dine with us
after the show!!

MAC’S MARATHON
Scott Berman

Same location since 1977

Ken Block

2 Certified ASE Master Technicians
All Types of Mechanical Repairs
Domestic & Import, Light Truck & Auto Repair
Licensed E Check Repair Facility
We Recycle
courtesy ch-uh city school district

Ohio Lottery

1828 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Heights
216.321.3113

macs9577@sbcglobal.net

Reliable. Honest. 100% Satisfaction.
Windshield Wiper. BUY ONE/GET ONE FREE with ad
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The former Coventry Elementary School will be leased to Ensemble Theatre in 2011.
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CH sharrows do not follow guidelines
These same guidelines also recommend that sharrows be painted 4 feet
from the curb if there is no parking on
the street. But in Cleveland Heights,
our sharrows are 2.5 feet from the curb,
putting them too close to the curb. This
could encourage unsafe passing by motorists. Drivers are given the impression
that they can pass the cyclist without
altering their course on this narrow
roadway. As a result, they get too close
to the rider—potentially increasing the
danger of the cyclist being hit.
Additionally, the guidelines recommend that sharrows be painted at 11
feet from the curb if there is parking
allowed on the street. Edgehill Road
allows parking, and the sharrows were
again painted at 2.5 feet from the curb.
Parked cars are often found surrounding
the sharrows. How is this helpful?
The State of Ohio’s “Bicycling
Street Smarts” publication states that
hugging the curb, especially on a narrow
road, is not advisable and can result in a
bicyclist getting “squeezed out.”
Our own City of Cleveland Heights’
web page on ordinances contains a link
to bicycle safety tips called “How Not
to Get Hit by Cars” with clear advice:
“Don’t hug the curb.”
Ironically, the photo of a sharrow
the city is using on its site, its facebook
page, and printed in the Focus newsletter

Editor:
The city is using sharrows to encourage motorists and bicyclists to share
the road. The Manual of Uniform
Traffic Control Devices reads (Section 9C.07):

Sharrows on Edgehill are positioned in the same
lane where cars park.

is not located here in beautiful Cleveland Heights, but was lifted from www.
bikearlington.com and shows a correctly
placed sharrow in Arlington, Virginia.
The last line of Mr. Matthew’s article even states that the position of the
Cleveland Heights sharrows does not
follow ODOT or bike coalition recommendations. I am concerned about the
safety of cyclists on these roads and
liability issues for the city.
These sharrows should be repainted at the safe and recommended
distances from the curb.
Ann Henderson
Cleveland Heights

Cycling community wants excellence in sharrows program
Editor,
The city of Cleveland Heights has
received an overwhelmingly positive
response from the community since installing the sharrows in late October.
As a whole, people are enthusiastic that the city is striving to become
bicycle friendly, and have applauded
Mayor Ed Kelley, City Manager Robert
Downey, and City Planning Director
Richard Wong for their decisive actions
in ensuring that the sharrows were installed a month ahead of schedule. With
bicycling up 50 percent since 2006 in
Greater Cleveland, Cleveland Heights is
positioning itself to become a regional
leader in bicycle friendliness.
Critics are correct in that some, but
not all, of the sharrows have not been

gauge the community’s response.
Since feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, we’re looking
forward to the city acting progressively
and installing sharrows on Coventry
Road according to MUTCD guidelines
by Bike Week in May 2011. Doing so
would put Cleveland Heights among
the ranks of Columbus, Cincinnati, and
Dayton, all of which are Ohio cities that
have installed sharrows according to the
MUTCD guidelines.

installed according to federal guidelines.
On Oct. 1, prior to the installation of
the sharrows, the Cleveland Heights
Bicycle Coalition sent a statement to
the city manager requesting that the
sharrows be installed at the distances
recommended in the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
Despite this request, the city concluded that it would install the sharrows
closer to the curb than recommended
by the Federal Department of Transportation due to legal and aesthetic
concerns.
As stated during the Aug. 16 city
council meeting, the sharrows on Euclid
Heights Boulevard and Edgehill road
are a pilot program to help the city

Nicholas Matthew
Cleveland Heights
Nicholas Matthew is a founder and officer of
the Cleveland Heights Bicycle Coalition.

ann henderson

Editor:
I was excited about Cleveland Heights
trying to become more bicycle-friendly
by installing sharrows on some roads,
but I am very concerned about the
way it was done. Instead of improving
safety for cylists, the new sharrows
actually seem to increase the danger to
bicyclists.
Though not mentioned in Nick
Matthew’s [November] Heights Observer
article on the new sharrows in Cleveland
Heights, the main purpose of sharrows
is to help bicyclists position themselves
in the lane. According to federal guidelines in the 2009 Manual of Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, sharrows are
meant to:
• Assist bicyclists with lateral positioning in a shared lane with on-street
parallel parking in order to reduce the
chance of a bicyclist’s impacting the
open door of a parked vehicle;
• Assist bicyclists with lateral positioning in lanes that are too narrow for a
motor vehicle and a bicycle to travel
side by side within the same traffic
lane;
• Alert road users of the lateral location
bicyclists are likely to occupy within
the traveled way;
• Encourage safe passing of bicyclists
by motorists;
• Reduce the incidence of wrong-way
bicycling.

Cleveland Heights
responds to questions
about placement of
sharrows

. . . If used on a street without
on-street parking that has an
outside travel lane that is less
than 14 feet wide, the centers
of the Shared Lane Markings
should be at least 4 feet from
the face of the curb, or from the
edge of the pavement where
there is no curb.
		
The 14-foot width cited above is
found in reports from the Federal
Department of Transportation and
from the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation
Officials. Fourteen feet of usable lane
width found in most of the sharrow
area of Euclid Heights Boulevard is a
recommended and desirable width for
shared use by bicyclists and motorists.
Conversely, a 4-foot-from-the-curb
sharrow placement would have forced
motorists left of a double-yellow road
stripe to pass with a safe berth from
a bicyclist centered four feet from
the curb.
On Edgehill Road, sharrows are
2.5 feet from the curb, rather than the
manual’s recommended 11 feet for
instances with parallel parking. The
manual permits deviations for traffic
engineering reasons. A bicyclist riding
11 feet from the curb would be too far
out for most of Edgehill Road since
parallel parked vehicles are absent on
most of the road. Furthermore, the
Ohio Revised Code states that bicyclists “ride as near to the right side of
the roadway as practicable,” excepting
hazards, objects such as parked vehicles and surface hazards, or when it
is unsafe, such as when the lane is too
narrow for the bicycle and an overtaking vehicle to travel safely side by side.
Edgehill Road has 19-foot lanes and
that’s plenty of width to share.
Richard Wong
Director of Planning
and Development
City of Cleveland Heights

Formerly Delphic Books

(216) 321-8106
Over 135 culinary and
medicinal herbs
astrology charts• candles• crystals
incense • metaphysical books • statuaries

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Monday - Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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cleveland heights news

Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
OCTOBER 18, 2010
All council members were present.
Taylor Road repairs
Taylor Road is to be repaved between Euclid
Heights Boulevard and the northern city boundary. Council approved an ordinance enabling the
city to pursue additional funding from Cuyahoga
County to be applied to the 20 percent of the
project not covered by federal funds. The county
will contribute 50 percent of the nonfederal costs,
up to a maximum of $250,000, allocated from the
County Motor Vehicle Tax Fund. The city will continue to search for additional funding sources.
Fire and police equipment
Council authorized the purchase of a new
monitor/defibrillator for the fire department
through the Ohio Department of Administrative
Services Cooperative Purchasing Program for
$25,197.49, which includes a $1,000 credit
for a trade-in of existing equipment.
Council authorized an agreement with
Remotech, Inc. to upgrade the police department’s hazardous duty robot, at a cost not to
exceed $120,000. The final cost should be
about $114,000, with $80,000 coming from
the Law Enforcement Trust Fund and the balance
from the city’s general fund. Remotech is the only
vendor that can provide this robot.
Fire captain honored
Council Member Ken Montlack congratulated
Fire Captain Robert Reinholz, who was awarded
2010 Ohio Fire Officer of the Year by the Ohio
Department of Public Safety Fire Division.
Phone system upgrades
wish continued from page 1

treehouse, which boasts two shiny yellow slides and a fireman’s pole, along
with shutters, shingles and a 20-ft. x
20-ft. wooden deck, Krissy said. On
the day the construction was revealed,
volunteers brought 100 colorful helium
balloons for Mark to attach to the finished project, inspired by the floating
house in Austin’s favorite movie, “Up.”
Krissy said that the treehouse was
completed in October, but it had been
Austin’s big wish since December 2009.
“He looked up at me one day out of
the blue and said ‘Mom, I want to build
a treehouse in our backyard,’” she said.
“It became something that we talked
about and had plans for, something to
look forward to.”
Fighting serious illness makes these
events and holidays hold special significance, according to Krissy, who documents
birthdays, heart-wrenching doctor visits,
and memorable moments in detail on her
blog, krissygallagher.wordpress.com.
She writes: “I feel like we’ve been
through so many years now of extraspecial Christmas celebrations or Easter
hunts or birthday parties, all planned

Council authorized several contracts totaling about
$379,000 related to upgrading the telephone
system. For some purchases, about $25,000 dollars in savings were made by not using the state
purchasing system. The hybrid phone system contracted from Pro On-Call is projected to save the city
$150,000 per year. Council Member Mark Tumeo
praised the staff for its excellent shopping on the
technology items. [A more detailed description of
these purchases is included in the online version of
this report at www.heightsobserver.org].

Landmark Commission membership
Council approved modification of the city code to
increase the Landmark Commission membership
from five members to seven.
New members on commissions and
boards
Council approved the following citizens to serve
on several city commissions and boards.
• Landmarks Commission: Mazie Adams, Mark
Souther and Tom Veider
• Recreation Board: Alissa Branford, Carl Campbell and Susan Ford
• Commission on Aging: Erma Gordon, Anne
Hunter, Shirley Lecompte and Carol Whitlatch
Council Member Cheryl Stephens noted
there were vacancies on the Citizens Advisory
Committee (CAC).

New copiers
Council approved the purchase of two high-speed
copiers (one color and one black and white) from
MT Business Technologies to replace the city’s
ten-year-old machines. The costs will be $28,800
for the black and white machine and $7,487 for
the color, a savings of $4,000 to $5,000 per
year and $10,000 less than through the state
purchasing office.

Grant to support Cain Park
Council accepted a grant of $24,542 from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture on behalf of the city to support
the 2011 Cain Park Arts Festival.

LWV observers: Blanche Valancy and Katie
Solender.

New historic district
Signage for the city’s newest historic district,
Grant Deming’s Forest Hill, has been unveiled.
This district, which lies within Euclid Heights and
Washington boulevards and Coventry and Lee
roads, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places last spring.

NOVEMBER 1, 2010
All council members were present.
Nuisance property on Bellfield Avenue
Council declared the residential property at 2192
Bellfield Avenue to be a nuisance and authorized
abatement. If the owner fails to correct the cited
violations within a given time, the city will make
the repairs, and the costs certified as a lien against
the property. The Housing Preservation Office has
estimated the total cost of the repairs needed to be
$10,000 if the work is performed by the city.

Fall leaf pick-up
Council Member Bonnie Caplan pointed out the
leaf pick-up schedule. Each street in the city will
be collected twice during November on either
the first and third weeks or the second and fourth
weeks. In general, collection will be the day

stormed on how to fulfill requests on
the wish list of Cleveland’s Providence
House, a crisis nursery in need of basic
supplies, such as diapers and baby formula. “Austin immediately suggested we
count out the money in our change jar
so we could go to the grocery store and
start filling boxes,” Krissy writes.
Generosity and support have played
important roles in Austin’s life. When he
was first referred to Rainbow Babies and
Children’s hospital, the family met Jeffrey
Auletta, an oncologist. Krissy said she appreciates that Auletta has always made
the family feel involved in decisions, and
is honest when he doesn’t have all the
answers about their son’s unusual cancer.
Bilateral Wilms tumor affects about 20
children in the United States annually,
and Austin’s differentiation—his tumor
was made up of mainly muscle, which is
less responsive to chemotherapy—makes
him even more rare.
Despite the illness, Austin’s strength,
energy and joy have been evident. According to Gallagher, “He’s been a
total trooper.” Throughout his stays in

and executed with a lingering fear that
each one could be our last.”
For Christmas this year, Krissy
will share her own wishes for Austin,
as well for her 6-year-old son Braedan,
with what she calls “wishing stars.” The
stars, made from wood and construction
paper, bear handwritten messages of
humor and strength.
Krissy has hung up countless wishing stars in Austin’s room, made by
family and friends, to remind him of all
the people who care about him. From
sleepovers and cartwheels to a wish that
Austin and Braedan will be able to take
their grandchildren fishing someday,
the stars inspire optimism, laughter and
hope.
The family has received generous
support from the entire community,
Krissy says, but it’s clear they intend
to pay it forward as well, with Braedan
taking an active interest in his younger
brother’s cause. In March, Braedan
shaved his head at a St. Baldrick’s
foundation event and raised $4,000
for the childhood cancer charity. In late
November, the Gallaghers put their own
Christmas lists aside and instead brain-

after the regularly scheduled refuse collection.
Caplan urged residents to rake leaves to the tree
lawn, and not into the street, where they pose a
safety hazard and block storm drains. Residents
may check the city’s website to determine when
leaves will be picked up.
Focus supplement
A supplement to the city’s fall Focus publication
includes a special message from the fire chief,
information about the city’s new no-texting-whiledriving law, storm water, recycling, and the
introduction of sharrows (shared lane markings
that emphasize the legal right of bicyclists to
share the road).
LWV observers: Katherine Solender & Blanche
Valancy.
Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are abstracted
from LWV observers’ written reports. The summaries have been edited and prepared by Anne
McFarland, Charlene Morse and Maryann
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports,
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or
join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh
observer reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public meetings
and are not official statements of the Heights
Chapter of the League of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany
any redistribution of these reports.

hospitals, he loved to run at any opportunity, gleefully leading her through the
hallways, while she chased behind him
with his IV pole.
Although somewhat shy at preschool, Austin is “rambunctious” at home
and at Rainbow, she said, adding that last
Christmas, when his hospital room was
filled with gifts, he occasionally fired
foam darts at hospital workers with his
new Nerf guns (in jest, Krissy assured,
“he loves his doctors and nurses.”)
Austin’s status has improved significantly, and if he’s cancer-free by April
2012, the family might finally be able to
use the word cured, Krissy said.
Support from the Rainbow staff
and the community has been invaluable,
Krissy noted, adding that for every procedure and overnight stay, a friend or family
member cooked dinner for the Gallaghers
and delivered it to Austin’s door.
“I hope he knows he’s lucky every
day,” she said.
Kelli Fontenot is a journalist living in Cleveland Heights.

2207 lee road

cleveland heights
across from Lopez
ample parking in back

216-320-9768

Super Deluxe Hair
is proud to welcome
kelli fontenot

CYNTHIA

formerly of Cedar Hill Salon
www.superdeluxehair.com

bring in this ad for 20% OFF your first visit!
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The Make-A-Wish Foundation recently completed construction on a dream treehouse for 4-year-old
Austin Gallagher, who was diagnosed with bilateral Wilms tumor at 10 months old.
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university heights news

Free classes for CERT volunteers

University Heights
City Council

Anita Kazarian

New volunteers signed up for the University Heights Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) at the Nov.
3 meeting in University Heights City
Hall. Mayor Susan Infeld expressed
her appreciation to the current CERT
volunteers and new members for the
support they give to their city.
New member applications will continue to be accepted. CERT volunteers

meeting highlights
OCTOBER 18, 2010
All council members were present.
TIF accounting error
Virginia Benjamin, Esq., of Calfee, Halter & Griswold and bond counsel for the city, addressed
council regarding the accounting error on the
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) pass-through account. She reported that the county is requesting
that the city establish a Tax Incentive Review
Council (TIRC), which should have been done
in 2001 when the TIF was established for University Square.
A TIRC determines if there is an increase in
the land value, the value of property improvements, and the number of new or retained
employees as a result of the property improvements. Benjamin explained that the property
owner pays taxes on the base value of the
property prior to improvements, and pays
service fees on the value of the improvements
and the increase in value. Although there is no
penalty for not having created a TIRC, there’s
no reason not to create one at this time. The new
county executive would appoint one member
and Mayor Infeld would appoint two. Later in
the meeting council approved the creation of
the TIRC.
The day after the last council meeting,
the city transferred $500,000, which is approximately 25 percent of what is owed, to the
trustees. Benjamin has tentatively determined
that the school district is owed more than $2
million because they were due the full amount
of the increased tax levies, which was not paid.
She is attempting to resolve both the missed payment and the lack of levy increases. The plan
is to finish paying the moneys owed by the end
of 2011.
Councilman Frank Consolo asked if the
mayor was authorized to send a payment of
$500,000 without council approval. The law
director noted that the moneys were due two
years ago and, as part of a pass-through account, are not approved by council. The city
simply administers the funds. Finance Director
Jennifer Esarey reported that the account has
sufficient money to pay the full amount due now,
but she is still conducting an audit of revenues
received and obligations still due to be paid
out. Payment in full would deplete the city’s
finances.
Moratorium on sweepstakes cafés
Council approved establishing a temporary
moratorium on sweepstakes terminal cafés.
Building Commissioner David Menn had received four calls in the previous week about
opening an Internet café. The legality of these
cafés is unclear, with contradictory rulings in
court cases thus far.

Disrespectful behavior at meetings
The mayor granted Councilman Phillip Ertel’s
request to read a prepared statement at the beginning of the meeting. Ertel said he is honored
to be a member of council, but is becoming
less engaged in the city’s business because of
increasing disrespectful behavior at meetings.
The mayor apologized, referring to the behavior
of council members at the previous Wednesday’s
committee-of-the-whole meeting, and said such a
display of rude public behavior would not do.

2010·11

PNC Holiday Musical Rainbows

SEASON

For families with young children.

w!
Wo

All tickets are just $7.00
Groups of 6 or more save 15%

Get your family into the holiday spirit with
these programs highlighting the music and
traditions of Chanukah, Christmas, and
Kwanzaa. Each program runs about 40
minutes. For kids ages 3 and up.

Music of Chanukah

DEC 4 Saturday at 12:30 p.m.
DEC 7 Tuesday at 10 a.m.

New Year’s Day observance
Council amended the city code so that New
Year’s Day will be legally observed the following Monday, when it falls on a Saturday. It also
amended the service union contract so that the
2011 holiday will be observed on Monday,
Jan. 3.

Carolyn Warner, violin & piano - Stephen Warner, violin
Kathryn Wolfe Sebo, cantor
with Maryann Nagel, host

Christmas Brass Quintet

High school games at JCU
Representatives of John Carroll University (JCU)
spoke regarding a motion to allow the university
to use Shula Stadium for a high school play-off
game. The motion had become a mute issue
because Willoughby, which requested use of
the stadium, had already committed to play at
Austintown. The JCU representatives pointed
out the need for quick action in order to host
play-off games, or they would go elsewhere.
Currently, the university must make a formal
request at a council meeting, but since council
generally has fixed meeting times, the school
is apt to lose opportunities to host games, and
the city would lose the economic benefit that
accompanies attracting visitors to the city. After
a long discussion, council members agreed that
a new agreement needed to be forged to cover
future requests.

DEC 15 Wednesday at 10 a.m.
DEC 18 Saturday at 11 a.m.

Jack Sutte, trumpet - Michael Miller, trumpet - Hans Clebsch, horn
Edward Zadrozny, trombone - Kenneth Heinlein, tuba
with Maryann Nagel, host

Kwanzaa Celebration
DEC 16 Thursday at 10 a.m.
Donna Willingham, storyteller
from the Cleveland Association of Black Storytellers
William Clarence Marshall III, bass
Mell Csicsila and Andrew Pongracz, percussion
with Maryann Nagel, host

Endowed by the Pysht Fund.

Order Tickets: 216-231-1111
or clevelandorchestra.com

LWV Observer: Carol Gibson.

Severance Restaurant is open for pre-concert dining.
Call 216-231-7373 for reservations.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 4.

NOVEMBER 1, 2010
Kevin Patrick Murphy was excused.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional,
founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC and a longtime resident of University Heights. Contact
her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

The Cleveland Orchestra

Senior transportation
The executive director of the Senior Transportation Connection (STC) program answered
council’s questions about the company’s services
providing rides to University Heights’ senior
and disabled citizens. The contract has expired
but remains in effect one month at a time. The
current plan charges the city $3,667 per month
for up to 167 rides. At present, the city allows
rides to exceed that number and pays for the
extra rides. Riders are charged an additional
$3 to travel within UH and $5 for trips to other
suburbs. Councilman Consolo will study questions about the shape a new contract should
take, in particular, where council must decide
between providing service and considering
financial cost.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

are eligible to take both Red Cross and
FEMA courses for free. Volunteers
learn what to do in an emergency and
how to increase their family’s safety and
chances for survival with the knowledge
they gain.

Advertise in the Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org

Give the gift of r elaxation this season!
SPA & BARBERSHOP GIFT CERTIFICATES
20% OFF ONE WEEKEND ONLY...
✳
✳
✳
✳

Wed. Dec. 1st 8:00am-8:00pm
Thurs. Dec. 2nd 8:00am-8:00pm
Fri. Dec. 3rd 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat. Dec. 4th 8:00am-4:00pm

HeigHts frame & art

SHOP ONLINE, DROP BY, OR TELEPHONE!
https://dream.boomtime.com/lgift

Q U I N T A N A’ S

B A R B E R & D R E A M S PA

Custom Picture framing
2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

2200 South Taylor Road
Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
www.dreamspainc.com
www.quintanasbarbershop.com

216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380
Heights Observer December 1, 2010
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university heights news

Pick up poop!
Anita Kazarian

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
District has just received a new batch
of “Please Remember to Pick Up Poop!”
signs—hot off the press. About 50 University Heights homeowners signed up
to get one for their tree lawns. The staff
of the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
District is impressed at the efforts of
University Heights residents to support
the campaign.
	With increasing sewer rates in the
future, every effort to protect our water

Too many COWs and not enough minutes?
Anita Kazarian

Am I the only one,
or have you also seen
a large increase in
the number of COWs in University
Heights? More than 20 have been spotted so far this year. No, these are not
the barnyard variety. These are a certain
kind of legislative meeting. COW is
the acronym used by city council on its
e-mail notices to refer to Committeeof-the-Whole meetings.
Is this a problem? It may very well be
that they are diluting the legislative process. Councilman Philip Ertel correctly
pointed out at the Nov. 1 council meeting
that “very little has been accomplished
this past year.” One reason may be the
proliferation of COWs at the expense of
individual committee meetings.
It is probably time for council to
reconsider its ineffective use of COW
meetings. When responsibility is diffused, nothing gets done. Council
committees should resume meeting
regularly, with each councilman presiding over his own committee.
Each chairman needs to write and
post minutes of committee proceedings in city hall, as ordinances and
resolutions are currently posted. Justice Louis Brandeis wrote, “Publicity
is justly commended as a remedy for
social and industrial diseases. Sunlight
is said to be the best of disinfectants;
electric light the most efficient policeman.”
So what is the difference between
council committees and COWs? City
councils organize committees to investigate and make recommendations to
the full body on issues of legislation. The
smaller group can frequently perform
the task more efficiently than the full
council. The smaller committee meetings can also be more “resident friendly;”
residents may be less timid about attending and speaking their mind.
On important or controversial
matters, however, the council will
sometimes form a committee consisting of the entire council to explore
the legislation in detail. Only for these
important matters is it expedient to
require the attendance and attention
of all members of the council. In University Heights, such a meeting is called
committee-of-the-whole.
Council has the power to enact
ordinances and resolutions. In order
to make this process efficient, council
committees recommend ordinances
and resolutions to council for its consideration and vote.
Last January, the new council
scheduled standing committee-of-thewhole meetings twice a month. Councilman Frank Consolo recommended
that Councilwoman Frankie Goldberg
chair the COW meetings. Council also
suggested that individual council com-

supply helps.
Why the focus on poop? Animal
waste contains bacteria. Most dog walkers
allow their pets to use either tree lawns
or curbs. If not picked up, this bacterial
pollution goes directly into our sewers.
The pick-up-poop signs are cute;
they are small and green. If you want a
sign, send me an e-mail and I’ll deliver
it to your door.
Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional,
founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC and a longtime resident of University Heights. Contact
her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com
Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Japanese Restaurant

Tel: 216-320-2302 Fax: 216-320-2306

fReshLy Roasted Coffee
Mild Smooth and Sweet
with a pleasant aftertaste
of vanilla

AvAilAble At All

phoenix
locAtions

2287 Lee Road + 1854 CoventRy Road + www.phoenixCoffee.Com

Nela Florist Inc.

mittees meet simultaneously, under
the chairmanship of Goldberg, during
the COW meetings.
Let’s stand back and take a look at
what has happened. Is it possible that
holding two council and two COW
meetings a month requiring the presence of the entire council, every week,
is counterproductive?
A recent COW meeting was cancelled due to the lack of an agenda.
Yet, members of council, the mayor,
citizens, reporters, and city hall staff
are committed to these dates well in
advance. They may not schedule business trips, family dinners or committee
council meetings, and learn of cancellations only on short notice.
The problem? Of the seven council
committees, only seven independent
meetings took place this year. About another six occurred under the chairmanship of Goldberg in COW meetings.
That averages less than two meetings
per committee for the year.
In business, measurable objectives are set and evaluated continually.
Sometimes objectives, strategies or
the ability of the individuals entrusted
with the task are reconsidered. Our
municipal government is not a business, but couldn’t we borrow proven
strategies to understand why we are
not meeting our objectives?
Documentation, in this case
minutes, is essential to evaluating
the progress toward achieving goals.
Minutes are to be turned in to the
clerk of council, whose job is to “keep
the records and minutes.” You will
look in vain for a complete set of the
minutes of the 2010 COW or council
committee meetings; precious few
are available. Before January 2008,
councilmen wrote minutes in a timely
manner. That changed in January
2008. The public posting of minutes,
in my opinion, is needed and should
be implemented.
The seven 2010-2011 committees,
their respective chairmen and the
number of independent meetings, according to public documents, follows.
Building—Councilwoman Goldberg,
one meeting; Civic Information—
Councilman Consolo, no meetings;
Finance—Councilman Sims, three
meetings; Governmental Affairs—
Councilwoman Pardee, two meetings;
Recreation—Councilman Murphy, no
meetings; Safety—Councilman Bullock,
no meetings; Service and Utilities—
Councilman Ertel, one meeting.
Let me know your suggestions.
after all, this is our city and casting
our ballots on Election Day is just the
start.
Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional, founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC and
a long-time resident of UH. Contact her at
anitakazarian@gmail.com..

Stan Soble

Phone (216) 451-8333 1-800-837-8333
Fax (216) 451-8336
www.nelaflorist.net
2132 Noble Road (Opposite Nela Park)
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112
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heights library

Job searches made easy at Heights Libraries

CH-UH Public Library Board
meeting highlights

Dean Schnurr

OCTOBER 18, 2010
All board members were present.
Library Entrepreneurship grant
This $35,000 grant is for a pre-literacy room
at the Noble Neighborhood Library, complementing the Little Heights program at the Lee
Road Library.
When Little Heights opened, the library’s
collection of parenting material was featured,
and circulation from that collection increased by
52 percent. Budget cuts at the Heights Parent
Center, now Family Connections, have reduced
Little Heights to three sessions a week. At Noble,
the program can expand to match the library’s
open hours.
County library branch
Board President Glenn Billington shared his letter to the Sun Press in response to a recent letter
questioning whether a branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library would better serve the
community. Dean Schnurr, marketing and publicity coordinator, will also write as representative
of the library administration.
Board Member Jim Posch pointed out
that as an independent library, Heights has
four branches, which the county library would
not sustain. Board Member Audrey Cole commented that the use of the library meeting rooms
is a community benefit.
Board Member Kevin Ortner resigns
Kevin Ortner submitted his resignation from the
board due to his move to Geauga County. He
addressed the board and staff with his regrets
for having to resign and his gratitude for the
opportunity to be part of the board. The technology plan has been a special interest to him, and

he applauded the work that the staff has done,
not only in that area, but in all areas.
Director Levin reminded the audience that
applications will be available in November for
the two openings on the library board.
Political ads referring to libraries
Director Levin called the board’s attention to fliers and TV ads created by the Ohio Democratic
Party. These ads say that Republicans support a
plan that will eliminate 40 percent of the state
budget and impact libraries. The reference is to
Ohio House Bill 400 that would eliminate the
state income tax over a period of 10 years.
Director Levin stated that public libraries do
not endorse or oppose candidates in political
elections, that public libraries and their boards
work with members of both parties to provide
library services, and that this legislation has not
yet been passed.
LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 4.

What’s going on at your library?
Lee Road Library

University Heights Library

Cedar Center Whole Foods
Market

Coventry Village Library

13998 Cedar Road, 216-932-3918
Stories, Snacks and Crafts:
Thurs., Dec. 16, 6:30 p.m.

David Cottle used the Heights Library to help him
find employment.

said Joseph Kaiser, Heights Libraries
technology training supervisor, adding
“Many top-level employers no longer
accept hardcopy submissions of resumes.”
David Cottle took advantage of
a variety of services. Staff helped him
update his resume, showed him how to
post online resumes, directed him to job
search databases, and most importantly,
according to Cottle, gave him moral
support. “Joe and his staff went above
and beyond,” said Cottle. “You could
tell they really cared about me and my
success.”
	Within months, Cottle had received
two job offers and is currently determining which is best for his future. He
credits Heights Libraries for his success.
“I encourage everyone to take advantage
of the employment resources at the
library,” urged Cottle.
Dean Schnurr is the marketing and community relations manager for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

W
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13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Knitting Circle:
Thurs, Dec. 2 & 16, 6:30 p.m.
Mystery Evening:
Thurs., Dec. 9, 7 p.m.
Morrison Dance’s Fun, Fit, Frolic:
Tues., Dec. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Babysitting Clinic:
Dec. 29, 30 & 31, 4 p.m.

O

T

1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Explorastory:
Fri., Dec. 3–17, 10:30 a.m.
Tai Chi and Qi Gong:
Sat., Dec. 4–18, 10 a.m.
Ukulele Jam:
Tues., Dec. 28, 7:30 p.m.

IG

2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Tri-C East Orchestra:
Sun., Dec. 5, 3 p.m.
Otaku Connection:
Tues., Dec. 7 & 21, 4 p.m.
Yo-Yo Fun Day:
Tues., Dec. 14, 3:30 p.m.
Ensemble Theatre Reading:
Sun., Dec. 19, 3 p.m.

ch-uh public library

When David Cottle’s job was downsized
in March of 2010, he was left in a tough
spot. He had a wife and four children to
support and the job market was dismal.
He had ample experience, but had not
conducted a job search in more than
15 years.
Cottle turned to the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library for help.
According to the American Library
Association, more than 3,000 people
each day receive job-related help from
libraries. Locally, Heights Libraries is a
great resource for job search books and
materials. There are hundreds of options, with titles ranging from Killer Interview to Winning the Job. Staff provide
recommendations and point customers
in the right direction.
Job search services at the library
are not limited to books alone, however.
Through the computer classroom and a
dedicated 20-unit computer lab, Heights
Libraries offers a variety of services. An
employment and job resource lab provides advanced and basic skills on how to
find employment, retrain for the modern
workforce and utilize technology to aid
a job search. Details on this course and
other employment classes can be found
at www.chuhpl.lib.oh.us.
Library staff also provide individualized support tailored to meet specific
needs, but many people just need to
be brought up to speed with current
employment practices. “Everything is
done online and many people need help
preparing and submitting resumes,”

ESTABLISHED 1954

dec10-ho-ad.ai 11/22/2010 6:23:16 PM

2010 Best of the Heights winner
for Best Auto Service.
Combined 109 Years of Experience
Exhaust Repair and
Custom Pipe Bending
Locally Owned & Operated

2010
WINNER

BEST
OF THE HEIGHTS
AWARDS

We service domestic and import
vehicles and light duty trucks.
Need something welded?
Call us.

2080 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

(216) 371-2850
Mon-Fri 7 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. by Appt.
Heights Observer December 1, 2010
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heights shops

The Funky Hippy brings
vintage finds to Cedar Lee
Opened in June, The Funky Hippy on
Lee Road is an expansion of owner
Dawn Ward’s original Funky Hippy
vintage store in Akron, Ohio.
	Ward primarily stocks fashions
from the 1960s–80s. “Much of the inventory is gently used vintage, but some
is ‘new old stock’—never worn vintage
items,” explained Ward. Among the
“new old” items are sunglasses from the
late 70s to early 80s, and a collection of
dresses, tops and pants imported from
India, that Ward describes as “slinky and
beautiful, with diverse prints.”
The Funky Hippy offers some
vintage-inspired new clothing, sourced
by Ward’s daughter-in-law Lauren, who
is her partner in the Cleveland Heights
store, and owner of NOTO boutique in
downtown Akron. With a costume designer, Ward is developing a line she calls
“Goddess Frocks”— dresses “reinvented”
by shortening, embellishing and otherwise reworking long vintage gowns.
Born and raised in the Akron area,
Ward has a degree in graphic design, and
taught at The University of Akron before
working in design and advertising. It is
the strong graphics that first attracted
Ward to the vintage trade. She recalled,
“I was enchanted by my mom’s old prints.
The graphics of the 60s and 70s were
stellar, and the fabrics were great.”
Ward says she is not a collector herself,
and it is her husband, Richard, who finds
most of The Funky Hippy’s merchandise.

2265 Lee Road,
Cleveland Heights
www.thefunkyhippy.com
Open Tues.–Sat., 12–7 p.m.;
Sun. 12–5 p.m. (Dec.–only
hours)

“That’s his thing. He was raised hunting
for treasure—he’s always out looking.”
“For me,” Ward revealed, “the
beauty of the business is that I can enjoy
something for a bit, and then pass it on.
I can indulge myself, and then let go. It’s
the best of both worlds.”
“For many people,” said Ward, “it
matters that something is well made.
There are definitely some advantages
to buying old items in terms of quality
of workmanship and materials. Even
handmade items, which we sometimes
think of as delicate, can be remarkably
durable, with meticulous attention to
detail. Vintage clothing holds up.”
	Ward came to know Cleveland
Heights after a friend moved here.
“We saw the space become available,
and I inquired about the storefront in
February or March. I love Cleveland
Heights’s cultural diversity; it’s not a
homogeneous neighborhood.”
For the holidays, Ward has expanded her hours to accommodate Sunday
shoppers during the month of December, and she offers a unique spin on gift
certificates—each one is handmade, and
printed on vintage stationery.
The Funky Hippy offers items for
men as well, and there is much to see in
the small and—yes—funky space, where
Ward displays like items together, for
browsing ease. Many items are priced as
a category; for example, most sweaters
sell for $15, and dense, insulating faux
fur coats are $40. Gloves—many never
worn—range from $5–30, with rare

Kim Sergio Inglis

Kim Sergio Inglis

The Funky Hippy

items priced higher.
Small household items, and a collection of vintage jewelry from the 60s
through 80s round out the shop’s inventory. “I have many big, bold pieces—big
is fashionable right now,” Ward stated.
“The bigger the better!”
	Ward frequently updates her inventory, explaining, “I’m back and forth
between the stores a few times a week.
Every time I’m down there I pick up
more stuff to bring back, to offer the
best of what I have.”
	When she’s not traveling between
stores, Ward plays piano and sings vocals
with Raw Purr, a trio whose musical style
Ward describes as “jazz-infused rock

with a blues twinge.” The group plays “all
over,” said Ward, and recently appeared
at the Barking Spider in University
Circle. “Performing brings opportunities
to dress up and have fun,” she added.
	While she can’t pinpoint the exact
genesis of her stores’ name, Ward revealed, “I am definitely a ‘funky hippy,’
and I like that if you break up the two
words, you end up with ‘fun’ and ‘hip.’ I
am a hippie retroactively—I wasn’t raised
in the actual hippie era, but I inherited
all the best qualities of that time.”
A former marketing professional, Kim Sergio
Inglis recently relocated to Cleveland Heights
from Brooklyn, NY.

Skateboard and snowboard shop opens at
Cedar Taylor

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF CLEVELAND

Just in time for the snow, Martini Skate
and Snow, a store that offers the latest skateboarding and snowboarding
equipment, apparel and footwear, will
open soon in the Cedar Taylor commercial district, just north of Melt Bar
& Grilled. The shop blends a boutique
atmosphere with the expertise and selection of a board shop.
“The sports of skateboarding and
snowboarding are defined by personal
style and originality,” says owner Mike
Tirpak, who has been snowboarding for
19 years. His sister snowboarded at the
World Cup level. “She got me interested
in the sport,” he says. “Skateboarding is
what you do when you can’t find snow.”.
This is the second location for Martini Skate and Snow. The first is located
in Northfield, Ohio.
“We wanted to branch out to the
eastside,” says Tirpak. “We wanted to
be close to the Coventry Road scene
and we think that our location by Melt

Blue Christmas Service
Tuesday, December 21, 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelit Service
Friday, December 24, 7 p.m.
All Are Welcome!
Cleveland Heights, OH

2728 Lancashire Road
216-932-1898

www.uucleveland.org

Voted CleVeland’s Best toy store
We buy Old TOys FOr Ca$H

Traditional Toys for
Traditional Holidays!

Funky Toys for
Funky Holidays!

(216) 392-1335

will be good.”
“The skate park at Cain Park is just a
quarter mile down the street,” he adds.
Why did Tirpak choose the name
Martini? “According to an ancient Latvian legend,” he says, “Martini was the
name of a festival marking the end of
fall and the beginning of winter, which
included masquerading and sledding,
among other winter activities.”
Learn more about Martini Skate and
Snow and its planned mid-December opening, at www.martiniskateandsnow.com.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is the executive director of FutureHeights.

class1pavers@sbcglobal.net

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers

Collectibles • Cards • Nintendo • Cleveland Gear • Pop Culture • Ghoulardi
T-Shirts • Baby Stuff • Classic Candy • Great Books (most at least 1/2 off)
Stocking Stuffers • Buttons and Magnets • Unique Toys • Great Gag Gifts

Interior Remodeling, Kitchens & Baths
Tile & Laminate Flooring, Recreation & Family Rooms
Energy Items: Roofing, Siding, Windows & Insulation

1814 Coventry Road • Cleve. Hts
216-371-4FUN • www.bigfunbigfun.com

Thanks for supporting local businesses!
Heights Observer December 1, 2010				

courtesy mike tirpak

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Ask for Gary or Mike
(216) 392-1335
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Financing Available

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd.
www.class1pavers.com
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Edward Jones is long term
investor in Cleveland Heights
Kaye Lowe

A young boy’s dream became a reality
for David Lavelle, when he graduated
from college, joined the Edward Jones
Investments firm, and opened its Cleveland Heights branch office in 1993.
Since peddling papers on his Plain
Dealer route in fourth grade, Lavelle had
an interest in money: how to make it,
spend it, and invest it to have more.
Edward Jones offered one of the
best intern programs for college graduates. Six months into the program,
Lavelle knew that being an investment
advisor was his calling. Edward Jones is
a full-service investment firm helping
clients with all their financial needs, big
and small. The company’s philosophy of
investing and client care demonstrated
that it was the firm for him.
Lavelle chose Cleveland Heights’s
Cedar Fairmount Business District to
open his office. The intense sense of
community and diversity with the city’s
rich history, blended with the arts and
education of University Circle, provides
an ideal place to work, live, and raise a
family.
When it became necessary to find
a new office location this fall, Lavelle
chose to remain in the community.
He moved from the Heights Medical
Building across the street to the historic Heights Center Building on Cedar
Road.

f Happy Holidays!

SNOW REMOVAL • INTERIOR PAINTING
LEAf CLEAN-UPS • GUTTER CLEANING

He e n j o y s
counseling his
clients about
how to achieve
their financial
goals and objectives. Lavelle has
David Lavelle
even had parents
bring their high school children to have
the concepts of saving and investing
explained to them. parents want their
child to learn investing concepts at a
young age. His message is: always save
some of what you make, invest for the
long term, and investing is not as easy
as “buying when it feels good and selling
when it feels bad.”
Not only does Lavelle keep current
with the CFP Board of Standards, he
also guides and trains new investment
counselors for Edward Jones. He was
invited to become a limited partner in
2000.
Lavelle lives in Cleveland Heights
with his wife, Ann, and their two sons,
Thomas John and Gerald Robert. He
was vice president of the Cedar Fairmount Business Association for four
years. He currently serves on the executive committee of the Nature Center at
Shaker Lakes, and is its treasure.
David Lavelle can be reached at 12429
Cedar Road, Suite 15, or 216-231-7160.

• Snow Plowing/Throwing
• Basement & Garage Floor Cleaning & Sealing
(18 custom colors)
• Wood Floor Refinishing
h
Thoroug
• All Types of Flooring
ticulous
e
M
&
n
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Preparat Will Seal &
• Winterize Now!
Painting
ome For
• New Vinyl Windows
H
r
u
o
Y
e
Enhanc
Come
• Foam Insulation
Years To
• Tuck Pointing
• New Gutters
• Gap & Crack Sealing
• All Handyman Repairs
$25 off
Fall yard
• Electrical
clean-up
• Plumbing
• Family owned/over 30
years experience
• Deal direct with Bruce . . .
$10 off
owner/worker
Gutter cleaning
• Local Cleve. Hts. resident
(Min. $175.00 or more)
Expires 1/15/11

Expires 1/15/11

216-533-2936
216-321-9087

MCALLISTER PAVING, SEALCOATING + DECKS

Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District.

Visit The New
Coventry Garment
District!

Locally-Owned
Vendors For
Your Holiday
Shopping!

choose from
vintage and
lightly used
clothing to
national brands
and custom
designed fashions!

AwardWinning
Restaurants
Stores and
Services!

Your neighborhood
for specialty shopping
Need a gift for a special occasion?
Feeling nostalgic for the toys you played
with as a kid? Whether you’re looking
for antique furniture, jewelery, toys,
books, pet supplies or art—or you’re not
sure what you want but you’ll know it
when you see it, Coventry is the perfect
place to shop. Our locally owned and
other businesses sell items made right
here as well as unique crafts imported
from around the globe.

Your neighborhood
destination for dining
and entertainment.

Our village is your neighborhood,
whether you live next door
or farther away!
www.coventryvillage.org

Coventry Village is located on
Coventry Road, between Mayfield
Road and Euclid Heights Boulevard
in Beautiful Cleveland Heights Ohio.
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Whether you’re an omnivore or a
vegetarian, Coventry’s numerous
restaurants will appeal to a variety
of tastes and price ranges. You can sit
down for a leisurely meal, sample beer
and wine from around the world or just
grab a quick sandwich or pizza to go.
After you’ve eaten, stick around.
Coventry’s nightlife will suit your
mood. If you want to watch the
latest game on a wide screen T.V.,
just kick back and relax with friends
or want to catch the latest indie
band, Coventry is the place to be.
www.heightsobserver.org

heights shops

A visit with Karen Allgire,
Kay Lowe

specific effects.

Julie Roberts’ character in Eat, Pray, Love,
isn’t the only one traveling to India for
yoga study. Cleveland Heights’ Iyengar
Yoga instructor, Karen Allgire, recently
returned from a month in Pune, India,
where she studied for the third time at the
Ramamani Iyengar Memorial Yoga Institute. I visited with Allgire at her studio,
Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts, to learn
more about her experience. As we talked
her quiet demeanor, pleasant personality
and calmness was apparent. It led me to
want to discover more about Allgire and
how she gained her serene presence.

How has practicing yoga benefited
you?
I feel strong, flexible and fit. Yoga has
brought me deeper body awareness, enabling me to work harder with less strain.
It has improved my posture, my balance
and my breathing. I feel calmer and am
better able to handle the ups and downs
of life. The practice of yoga has made me
reflective and more aware of how my actions affect others. Yoga teaches us to be
unattached to the outcomes of our effort,
because we can’t control results, but only
our actions. This view has helped me to
be less anxious about the future and more
grounded in the present.

Why did you pick Cleveland Heights
for your studio?
I have great affection for this city and
would not want to live anywhere else. I
love our progressive values, our diverse
population and our unique, locally owned
businesses. I enjoy our access to downtown, University Circle and the Metro
parks. I love Cumberland Pool, Cain Park
and our beautiful old homes and canopy
of developed trees.
What is Iyengar Yoga?
Iyengar Yoga is a form of classical yoga
as developed and refined by living yoga
master B.K.S. Iyengar. This method
utilizes alignment and breath to create
integrated action and awareness. The
hallmarks of Iyengar Yoga are precise
attention to correct alignment, the use
of props as teaching tools, individual
correction and adjustment of poses, and
creative sequencing of poses to create

courtesy karen allgire

co-owner of Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts

Upward bow pose.

achieve at home.
How did your travels to India help
you in your teaching of yoga?
Through my studies in India, I have been
able to improve my teaching and deepen
the learning experience for my students.
I can now take one or two themes and
weave them into the entire class, so the
students leave with a clear understanding.
I think the knowledge I gained in India
has transferred directly to the rate of
learning for my students.

Tell us why you traveled to India.
Within the system of Iyengar Yoga, serious students and teachers are encouraged
to go to India to study at the Ramamani Iyengar Memorial Yoga Institute
(RIMYI). There, we train directly with
the Iyengars for complete immersion in
yoga for a one-or two-month period. I
have now made three month-long trips
to India, to study at RIMYI. Each day
we have a two-to three-hour practice
time and a two-hour class. We also have
the opportunity to watch B.K.S. Iyengar
practicing. It is very inspiriting to see his
amazing postures at the age of 91! The
teaching is clear and methodical, bringing
the light of understanding to the mind.
What I enjoyed the most were the long
practices. To have three hours per day of
completely uninterrupted yoga practice
is something that is almost impossible to

What is your favorite aspect of
teaching yoga?
I think the most rewarding aspect of
teaching yoga is supporting growth and
awareness in students. I love helping
them recognize that they themselves
brought about that transformation
through attentive, intelligent practice
over a period of time. I truly enjoy the
connection I make with each individual,
especially when some new learning has
taken place. I can see the light of new
understanding in their eyes. That is just
such a joy.

How does the ancient art of yoga fit
into modern day life?
Yoga is a practical subject. It exists to
help people experience health in the body,
awareness in the mind and serenity in the
spirit. Those values can never become
old, as everyone wants to be free from illness and experience joy and peace. In the
midst of our very busy lives, I encourage
students to fit in small moments of yoga
throughout the day and to eventually develop a regular practice. Even 10 minutes
of yoga can make a difference in how we
feel and how the rest of the day goes. If
people do some practice they will get some
benefit. Each of us has to make spiritual
practice a priority and figure out how to
make the time for it, while still tending to
the duties of work and family.
Karen Allgire can be reached at her
studio, Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts,
2450 Fairmount Blvd. Contact her at 216382-0592 or info@greentarayoga.com.
Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement
District.

Christmas at the Covenant
First Sunday of Advent

Third Sunday of Advent

November 28

December 12

10 a.m. Worship
11 a.m. Ten Thousand Villages
Fair Trade Holiday Sale

10 a.m. Worship
11 a.m. Carol Singing with
Continental Breakfast

Second Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 5

December 19

10 a.m. Worship
Holiday CircleFest in University Circle
11-3 Cache Resale Shop
Open for Holiday Shopping!
1:30 & 2:30 p.m. Sanctuary tours
4-5 p.m. Carol Singing
Join the Church of the Covenant
Choir, Windsong Chorus, & the
CWRU Orchestra and Concert Choir

10 a.m. Worship
Christmas Pageant: A Living Nativity
by the Children of the Covenant
Christmas Eve

December 24
7:30 p.m. Carillon Concert
8:00 p.m. Organ Prelude
8:30 p.m. Candlelight Service of
Lessons and Carols. Covenant Choir
with organ, brass and timpani

Christmas Cookie Reception to follow

First Sunday of Christmas

December 26

10 a.m. Worship
Continue the magic of Christmas
with festive caroling during worship

11205 Euclid Avenue–East of Severance Hall • 216-421-0482 or CovenantWeb.org
Free Parking at the church and Ford Road Garage • Sunday School
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CH-UH Board of Education CHHS students receive laptops
meeting highlights
5-year financial forecast
The board approved the 5-year forecast presented
by Treasurer Scott Gainer. Gainer emphasized
that a 5-year forecast is based on assumptions and
offers no guarantee. The current economy makes
forecasting especially difficult. A number of issues,
which were considered in the forecast, could
lead to decreased revenue. Home foreclosures,
an increase in homeowner appeals to decrease
valuations and property taxes, and the phase out
of the tangible personal property tax will affect
tax collection. Further revenue declines are likely
from lower interest income, the cessation of the
Recovery and Reinvestment Act in June 2011 and
state funding decreases due to a new evidencebased model for school funding. Federal Race to
the Top dollars were not included in the forecast
because the district has yet to receive guidance
as to whether this money should be placed in the
general fund or elsewhere.
Forecasted expenditures were based on historical trends and standard assumptions regarding
salary, retirement, negotiated expenses, and the
like. Board Member Kal Zucker commented that
fiscal prudence has paid off. Gainer said continued prudence will be necessary and that he has
started to identify further sources of savings.
First reading of the 9000 policy series
Review of the 9000 series completes a comprehensive updating of board policies. Henceforth,
individual policies will be updated twice yearly
so this type of comprehensive review won’t be
needed. For help with the review the district has
contracted NEOLA, an organization that creates
and suggests policies for school districts. NEOLA
currently works with about 85 percent of Ohio’s
school districts.
Responding to a question by Board Member Kal Zucker, Superintendent Douglas Heuer
noted that what is considered policy must be
board approved, whereas administrative guidelines are not. What is considered a guideline or
a policy can be a gray area.
Joseph Micheller, director of special programs and compliance, presented each policy in
the 9000 series for the first reading. The policies
regarding complaints against professional staff,
citizens advisory committees, and school visitors
received the most discussion. Some policies, in
particular those regarding complaints against
staff and classroom visitation, are affected by
negotiated contracts and require further examination and modification of policy language.
LWV Observer: Cassandra Talerico.
NOVEMBER 1, 2010
All board members were present.
Sun Press reporter honored
Ed Wittenberg, Sun Press reporter, was recognized for being named to the media honor roll
by the Ohio School Boards Association.
Student and teacher awards and
recognition
• National Merit and Achievement Scholarship

Students were recognized.
• Art teacher Ida Bergson received the “Art
Teacher of the Year” award.
Reaching Heights grants accepted
The board approved acceptance and appropriation of Reaching Heights School-Team and
Community Connection grants, which totaled
$2,750.
Minority Student Achievement Network
Three student representatives from the Minority
Student Achievement Network (MSAN) presented their report on attending the 2010 MSAN
Conference in New York. In September, six
MSAN students, two teachers, and one school
administrator attended the conference.
The theme of this year’s conference was
“Define the dream, aspire to the dream, live
the dream.” The students emphasized that they
came to a wider understanding that the “glass
ceiling” is no longer a substantial issue, meaning
that minority students have opportunities and can
achieve anything.

joy henderson

OCTOBER 19, 2010
All board members were present.

Mosaic school students Taylor Woodruff, Joe Manfredi, and Sydney Ingram (L-R) are getting to know
their new computers. Librarian Amy Bloomberg is helping Joe with the log-on process.

Joy Henderson

Receiving a brand new Dell Netbook laptop computer from the school has been
very exciting for students at Heights
High. During the week of Nov. 8, students at each of the five small schools
received a laptop, a zipper carrying case,
and instructions and user guidelines.
Mosaic senior Ameer Jeffries immediately started clicking through the
software on his computer. He likes to
write poetry and short stories and is
looking forward to writing and editing
his work whenever and wherever he
wants. “Having a portable computer
allows me to use it more places and do
more of my schoolwork with it,” he
said.
The district’s One to One Teaching
and Learning with Technology Initiative
began two years ago with laptop distribution in the middle schools. “Increasing
access to technology is an essential part of
preparing students for a world of digital
technology, global information, and instant communication. Making this tech-

They also learned
• That minorities are more diverse as a group
in the United States than they had thought, as
there were many Hispanic and Asian students
also in attendance,
• Not to judge “a book by its cover,”
• That the problems minorities encounter are
universal across cities,
• That minority students need to believe in
themselves,
• That it is key for MSAN students to inspire their
peers to succeed, and
• That MSAN students must help others to understand the importance of MSAN.
After the students concluded their presentation, board members commented on the value of
MSAN and emphasized how proud they were of
the students. Member Karen Jones commented and
gave a prepared statement, directed to both the
student representatives and the board. She called
for the administration to develop a district-wide
plan to expand MSAN to have a role in grades K
through 12, rather than just at the high school. In
this way, minority students would be exposed at an
early age to the importance of academic achievement and the idea that success is possible.
Second reading of the NEOLA 9000
policy series
Dr. Joseph Micheller was present to guide the
second reading of the 9000 policy series, which
contained corrections and additions based on
the first reading, as well as several policies that
had not been available at the first reading. The
board had only minor questions or comments.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

The School Facilities Committee, an ad
hoc committee created by the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Board of Education to analyze the district’s facilities,
will hold its next meeting on Wednesday,
Dec. 8, from 6:30 to 9 p.m., at Roxboro
Middle School, 2400 Roxboro Road.
The meeting is open to the public.
The meeting begins with networking
at 6:30 p.m. The business meeting follows at 7 p.m. and concludes at 9 p.m.
Steve Shergalis, director of business

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 4.

BEVERAGE AND DINNER SPECIALS

Party Tray

Any Corned Beef Sandwich or
corned beef combo with fries
and fountain beverage $9.95

$60 or more
Not valid with other specials
One per customer

Brew-N-Bistro on North Park
Valid through 1/31/2010
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13429 Cedar Rd.
Cleveland Heights

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

Not valid with other specials
One per customer
Brew-N-Bistro on North Park

			

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director
of FutureHeights and a member of the
district’s school facilities committee.

WE CAN STILL HAVE YOUR
FRAMING READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS,
OR BUY A GIFT CERTIFICATE AND LET
THEM CHOOSE THEIR OWN FRAME.

Happy Hours 5-7 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Now serving
breakfast,
lunch, dinner
and featuring
our new deli
menu

services for the district, serves as the
point person for the project. Interested
residents are encouraged to contact him
with their thoughts about the condition of
the district’s buildings and needs for the
future. Contact him at 216-320-2005 or
s_shergalis@chuh.org.
For more information about the committee and a full meeting schedule, visit www.
chuh.org.

RUNNING OUT OF GIFT IDEAS?

Gateway Entrance to
John Carroll University
20630 North Park Blvd
University/Shaker Hts. 44118
Call Us 216 371 5300
Fax Us 216 371 5306
www.brewnbistro.com

December Special
with coupon

Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Dec. 8 is next meeting of School Facilities Committee

LWV observer: Cassandra Talerico.

$10 off
coupon

nology accessible to all of our middle and
high school students and their teachers
was a necessary step for us to do real 21st
century teaching and learning,” said Doug
Heuer, CH-UH school superintendent.
The goal is to help all students use
these tools for learning. Earlier this year,
Heights High teachers received laptops
and are starting to use Moodle, a free Web
application that enables students to respond to questions online and collaborate
with other students. Also, many teachers
will have students submit assignments
electronically and read text online.
A Nov. 20 parent workshop, “Living
with Laptops–Parenting in the Digital
Age,” helped parents understand how
students are using the laptops in school
and at home.
Students will return the laptops at
the end of the school year and the computers will be updated and reissued in
the fall. Funding for the initiative came
from redirected textbook funds.

SAVE $20 ON FRAMING
OVER $100

Valid through 1/31/2011
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GORGEOUS HANDMADE FRAMES
GOLD & SILVER LEAF PHOTO FRAMES
MIRRORS
ANTIQUE PRINTS
SCULPTURE BASES
GIFT CERTIFICATES
ART & FRAME RESTORATION
Certified Picture Framer on staff

WOODTRADERFRAMING.COM

www.heightsobserver.org
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Heights High Concert
Orchestra visits KSU
The Cleveland Heights High School
Concert Orchestra, made up of 32
young musicians, went to Kent State
University on Oct. 15 to learn and
perform. The group performed for undergraduate and graduate students and
several professors from KSU’s music
education department.
After the initial performance, the
students received small group instruction. Each group had an instructor to
work on a specific skill.
The instructor who worked with
the bass players showed the students
a different way to find the C# note.
Senior Sheri Chambers is new to bass,
after playing trumpet for several years.
“Our bass coach showed us a way to
find C# from the D,” she said. “It was
a little thing, but it was a big help.”
The violin group worked on the
first 15 measures of “Allegro in D” by

Antonio Vivaldi. “We worked on the
4th-finger notes,” said Heights High
student Alexandra Cobb.
Thomas Fredrick plays cello, and his
group’s leader worked on pacing. “She
used a metronome and had us focus on
tempo and pace,” he shared.
Did the focused instruction make a
difference? “We did sound better after
the group lessons,” Cobb admitted.
Dan Heim, instrumental music
director, arranged the trip to expose
students to other instructors and the
opportunity to perform outside the
school.
“Travel and instruction from different
teachers helps cement group dynamics,”
he said. In the words of the students: “It
was fun to go somewhere else to play
and to eat in a college dining hall. It
improves our sound and teamwork.”

courtesy joy henderson

Joy Henderson

Jerome White’s mural, “Bound For Glory.”

Heights teacher creates ‘bound for glory’ mural
Joy Henderson

Art teacher Jerome White was one
of four area artists selected by the
Cleveland Museum of Art to create a
neighborhood mural. White’s 12 x 24-ft.
mural, “Bound for Glory,” can be seen
on the Glenville Development Center,
10650 St. Clair Avenue.
The mural concept came from community meetings with neighborhood
residents and from White’s interest
in the Underground Railroad. “Many
escaped slaves arrived in the Cleveland
area looking for freedom and a safe
route north,” White said.
His mural depicts a young boy sitting
on the front of a motionless train, contemplating his next move. He is looking
up as the geese overhead are flying north.
“The boy has arrived at the last station

Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

and a new beginning. He is destined to
find his higher purpose in life rather
than be physically, mentally, or spiritually
enslaved. The geese symbolize direction
and spiritual freedom,” White said.
The Underground Railroad travelers
used code words for their destinations.
Cleveland was called Hope, and the final
stop after Cleveland was St. Catharine’s,
Canada—code name Glory—for rest
and refuge.
The mural project was a collaboration between the Cleveland Museum
of Art and the Cleveland Foundation.
White has completed eight other murals
in the Cleveland area, usually during the
summer. He teaches art and photography, and is a Heights High alumnus.
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

CHHS varsity men’s soccer team
receives sportsmanship award
joy henderson

Angee Shaker

Students play at a Kent State workshop. (L-R) Raven Porter, Autumn Mehring, Saisha White and
Alexandra Cobb.

Beef up @ the Pub

The Cleveland Heights High School
varsity men’s soccer team has won
the 2010 All Greater Cleveland Team
Sportsmanship award. The team was
nominated for the award in each of
the past four years. It goes to the team
that best exemplifies the spirit of good
sportsmanship and positive values, on
and off the field. More than 50 Greater
Cleveland Division 1 head coaches vote
to determine the winner.
“This prestigious award is the result of the hard work and efforts of the
Cleveland Heights High school soccer
coaches and players. we are extremely
proud of them,” said Kristin Hughes,
CH-UH schools athletic director.
Head coach Sean Sullivan has
been involved with the Heights soccer
program for 20 years—3 of them as a
player and 17 as a coach. “Over the years,
many opposing coaches and players have
commented on our team’s close bond.

Civility is modeled both on and off the
field by the coaching staff and players
at all times,” Sullivan said. “This award
exemplifies what our program is about;
playing with intensity, pride, dignity and
civility.”
This is Sullivan’s 10th year as head
coach. He began working with kids as
young as five in the Heights recreational
soccer program and the Eastside Kickers
travel club. Several Heights High graduating seniors have been with Sullivan
since they were six years old, including
Ryan Perlic and Danny Pease Kerr. Assistant coaches Kyle Gisser and Peter
Eckendorf are also Heights High soccer
alumni. The team and coaches will be
recognized for their achievement at the
CH-UH School Board meeting on Dec.
14 at 7 p.m.
Angee Shaker is the coordinator of communications and community engagement for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City
School District.

30 original
burgers

ch-uh city school district

$5 Burger + Beer
everyday til 7pm
and
ALL Day + Night
Monday
The Cleveland Heights varsity men’s soccer team received the 2010 All Greater Cleveland Team Sportsmanship Award for exemplifying good sportsmanship and positive values on and off the field.

2191 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights • 216.371.1713
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HEIGHTS KIDS

Parenting Q & A

participate. If in past years you baked
ten different kinds of cookies, pies
or cakes, this season make just three
or four. If you have several families
to visit over the holidays, spread the
visits out over a week or make special
plans for another time, such as President’s Day or Valentine’s Day. If you
exchange gifts with multiple family
members, suggest drawing names and
buying a gift for only one person.
• Stick to as many routines as possible.
Most of the time children become
cranky because they are tired or hungry. We tend to move bedtimes and
mealtimes around during the holidays,
and this can upset the usual rhythm of
your child’s day. Make sure to honor
bedtime and naptime as much as possible, and save the sweets for after a
nutritious meal. If you celebrate the
holidays with a large group, stay firm
about the schedule or skip some of the
gatherings. Stay home and create your
own family traditions—these can be
just as fulfilling, especially if they come

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Family
Connections (formerly known as Heights
Parent Center) for the last 12 years, fields
questions from parents about the daily ups
and downs of parenting. The same issues
affect many parents. If you have a question
for Barrett, e-mail her at ebarrett@heightsparentcenter.org.
Q. We have two kids, ages 3 and 5. Last

year our holiday season was a disaster!
Temper tantrums and meltdowns for
the kids; fatigue and stress for us. With
this year’s festivities right around the
corner, I am determined to avoid a
repeat of last year. What can we do to
enjoy the special celebrations and help
the kids stay calm and happy?
A. Oh, the holidays—such a mixed bag!
They bring good food, family visits,
religious observances, and time off

from work, as well as too much sugar,
overstimulation, high expectations and
overly full schedules. All of this activity
can make kids cranky and leave parents
exhausted. Luckily your kids are still
young enough that you can hit the reset button and try things differently this
year, without them even realizing.
Here are a few key strategies to help
you enjoy, celebrate and maybe even
relax a bit over the holidays:
• Simplify activities, and reduce the
number of traditions in which you

with less stress.
• Plan ahead whenever possible. If you
can bake and freeze now, or shop ahead
of time or online, it will free you up
during the busiest days. Make a budget
and stick to it so you don’t face big bills
in January.
• Take time for yourself by taking
breaks, pacing yourself and treating
yourself to things you enjoy. This will
help you to stay more energized for the
hectic days, and help to keep everyone
else in the family calm and happy.
Although it may be impossible to
follow all of these suggestions, it is important to set priorities. Unfortunately,
the very things that make the holidays
special can also make them disruptive.
If you don’t overreach and try to do too
much, it will be easier to deal with the
inevitable bumps in the road.
As your children grow, they will
become better able to cope with all the
activity and chaos, and learn to appreciate the special moments and traditions,
too.

Upward Basketball returns to Church of the Saviour
Rhonda Dorfman

Upward Basketball begins its second
season on Jan. 10, 2011. Last year almost
100 children participated in the Upward
Basketball program at Church of the
Saviour on Lee Road.
Designed for boys and girls, K–6th
grade, Upward is the world’s largest
Christian sports program for kids. Not
only were valuable basketball skills
learned on the court, but players also
enjoyed values-based stories for life. It
was created to provide a positive sports
experience for every child.
Upward Basketball is a unique
league that offers children the opportunity to build athletic skills, make new
friends, and learn good sportsmanship
in a healthy, competitive environment.
Upward players always have guaranteed
play time.
“Parents will watch their kids get
exercise, have fun and make friends, and
learn what’s great about basketball,” said
Lauren Lanphear, the league’s director.
The first games of the 2011 season
will begin on Jan. 22 and the league will
conclude with an awards celebration on
Sunday, March 20.
Skills assessments take place on
Dec. 13, 14 and 18, but no previous experience is necessary.
Upward Basketball utilizes a unique

league’s games will be played in the new
multipurpose building at Church of the
Saviour, where there will be concessions
and half-time entertainment.
Register online at upward@chsaviour.org or call 216-321-8880, ext. 257 for
information or to request a brochure.
Brochures can also be picked up outside the family center of the Lee Road

Library or at Church of the Saviour.
Registration forms can be found near
all entry ways. Registration continues
through Dec. 18 and active-duty military
families receive a discount.
Rhonda Dorfman is a recent arrival to
the Heights and a volunteer with Upward
Basketball.

Gifts for the Gardener

game format. Games consist of two 18minute halves and an 8-minute half time.
Possession alternates in jump ball situations. There are no timeouts, and ball
possession changes at the end of each
six-minute segment to encourage end
of the period shots. Teams are balanced
and games are played on time because
of these unique rules.
“You will not find the ‘win at all
costs’ mentality.” Lanphear said. Upward was designed to teach basketball
skills and to bring out the winner in
every child.
Upward Basketball is sensitive to a
busy family’s needs. The time commitment is only two hours each week—one
hour of practice on weekday evenings
and one hour of play on Saturday
mornings—which should fit the schedules of busy Heights families. All of the

Firewood
Available

Fresh or Live Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Pine Roping, Ornaments,
Poinsettias & Much More!

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com
Now through December 23rd • Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 9-7, Sun 10-5

MSPECS11-10

Order Your Custom Green
Arrangements Now!!

Seasons Greetings!
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holiday gift guide

2010 Holiday Gift Guide
Local, independent Heights merchants have a
wide variety of offerings for even the most
extensive gift list. And many merchants will gift
wrap and ship your items! Here are some of our
favorites.
Foodies
The Deck: 52 cards, each representing a local,
independently-owned restaurant. Each card gives
a $10 discount off a food purchase of $30 or
more. Good through December 30, 2011. Many
of the Cleveland Independents are in the Heights
area ($29.95, www.clevelandindependents.com).
American Vegan Kitchen by Geauga County resident Tamasin Noyes delivers delicious recipes for
ambitious cooks. ($18.95, Mac’s Backs).
Gift certificates: purchase gift certificates to any of
your favorite Heights restaurants.
Eco-conscious

ton canvas upper and tough rubber sole, made in
Sri Lanka and Pakistan ($56, Revive Fair Trade). 2
Bob Dolgan’s new collection, The Sportswriter
Who Punched Sam McDowell; Dan Coughlin’s
Crazy With the Papers to Prove It, a collection of
oddball sports incidents; and Terry Pluto’s latest,
Things I’ve Learned from Watching the Browns
($28.95, $14.95 and $14.95, respectively, Mac’s
Backs).

Solitaire Pearl Necklace: a handmade necklace
featuring a cultured 10–11 mm. pearl that slides
luxuriously on a sterling silver box chain ($58,
Revive Fair Trade). 8
Gift Certificate for design services ($85 for one
hour of design service or $150 for two hours,
Reflections Interior Design).
See Mom Run, a collection of funny and wise essays on motherhood by and about mothers. Every
Mom will relate to the experiences shared in this
book ($12.95, Mac’s Backs).

Neighbor or coworker
Dad

Kasey to the Rescue, by Cleveland native Ellen
Rogers, is not about a pet. It’s about Kasey, a
capuchin monkey, provided by Helping Hands:
Monkey Helpers for the Disabled, to assist 22year-old Ned Rogers after he had a near-fatal car
accident. This is a deeply inspiring story about the
bonds forged between species ($23.99, Mac’s
Backs).

Magazine Bead Necklace: hand-wrapped,
colorful necklaces made from recycled magazines
($16, Revive Fair Trade). 1

Hand-Blown Ornaments by Sue Berry. Find these
and many other unique items by local artists. ($20,
Heights Arts Gallery). 4

Gift Certificate for the Lusty Wrench: the Heights’s
eco-conscious auto repair place, in any denomination or to cover a particular service, such as an oil
change (The Lusty Wrench).

Night Music, photocomposite images from live
music events in Cleveland by Heights artist G.M.
Donley. These composite photographs, each combining three or more layered exposures to convey
a sense of sound and motion, were made in local
venues, such as the Grog Shop, the Beachland
Ballroom and Tavern, Pat’s in the Flats, Nighttown,
Heights High auditorium, and even in someone’s
basement. Perfect for the local and indie music fan
in your household. Only 50 copies of this signed
and numbered limited edition proof book will ever
be printed. 50 pages softcover, 47 illustrations.
Individual prints available. ($28, Heights Arts
Gallery).

Eco-friendly sneakers: Army-style high-top sneakers
made with 100% Fair Trade-certified organic cot-

Block Printed Eco-Shopper: this colorful tote bag
was made in India using vegetable dyed, handprinted fabrics ($16, Revive Fair Trade). 5

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart Presents Earth
(The Book): A Visitor’s Guide to the Human Race
is genuinely funny and fun to pass around the
holiday table. ($27.99, Mac’s Backs).

Paw Print Scarf: handknit in rural Peru from a very
soft alpaca blend ($26, Revive Fair Trade). 3

Art Lovers

Gift Certificates in any amount for Iyengar Yoga
classes and workshops (Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts.

Mom

Yoga Gift Package: includes five classes, a yoga
mat, and a relaxation and meditation CD ($110,
Atma Center).

Pet Lovers

Hugger Mugger recycled paper yoga mat bag
($23.95, Atma Center).

Sports Enthusiast

College Students

Adorn your holiday tree with a message of peace,
a hand-embroidered ornament in traditional zardozi style, using gold- and silver-colored threads
and embellished with sequins ($11.95, Revive Fair
Trade). 6
Coffee table book, Spectacular Homes of Ohio
and Pennsylvania, featuring Reflections and other
local designers ($39.99, Reflections Interior
Design).
Significant Others
Ready-made photo frames of wood, silver and
gold leaf, plain or fancy—whatever you’re looking
for ($15–$150, Wood Trader).

Night Star LED Shake Flashlight requires no batteries or bulbs and is maintenance free. A mere 25
seconds of shaking gives 20 minutes of light. Completely sealed, the flashlight floats in water and is
submersible ($9.99, Heights Hardware). 9
Sports Illustrated: The Covers. This book contains
2,500 cover photos from 1954 to 2010 (Mac’s
Backs).
If your Dad doesn’t spend all his downtime spectator sporting, give him Unbroken: A World War II
Novel of Survival, Resilience and Redemption ($27,
Mac’s Backs).
Kids

Assortment of elegant and fabulously delicious
truffles, or an entire box of your favorite flavor:
chocolate, grand marnier, mocha, rum, café au
cognac or gianduja ($14 for ½ lb., Mitchell’s Fine
Chocolates).

Animal Hats and Mittens: choose a ladybug, frog,
bee or bear for your favorite child. These whimsical hats and mittens are knit from a soft, insulating
blend of alpaca and acrylic fibers and are embellished by hand ($24 each, Revive Fair Trade). 10

Best Friends
Recycled Glass Jewelry: choose from a wide
assortment made in India and Africa ($12-$38,
Revive Fair Trade). 7
Let’s Take the Long Way Home by Gail Caldwell
recounts her friendship with the writer Caroline
Knapp, who died in 2002. They shared sobriety,
long walks with their dogs and a deep personal
connection. A beautiful and moving book ($23,
Mac’s Backs).

Join us for Christmas Worship at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve
2:00 p.m. The Christmas Story for the Very Young, Communion
3:30 p.m. Organ Noëls and Carol Sing-a-long Prelude
4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant, Communion (interpreted for Deaf)
8:00 p.m. Concert of Seasonal Music with violin, organ, soloist & choir
9:00 p.m. A Choral Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas
10:30 p.m. Solemn Festival Eucharist
Saturday, December 25: Christmas Day
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with organ and vocal solos

***BOOKS ON COVENTRY***
1820 Coventry Rd.

Sunday, December 26: The First Sunday after Christmas Day
7:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist
10 a.m.
Christmas Lessons and Carols, Communion

216-321-2665

Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com
Three Floors of
New & Used Books & Magazines

Saturday, January 1: The Feast of the Holy Name
12 noon
Holy Eucharist

Bilibo, for kids ages 2–7, is an open-ended plaything. Is it a rocking chair, a spinning toy, a hat, a
cradle, a sandbox or a chair? It’s up to the child to
figure it out. One thing for sure, it will bring many
hours of imaginative fun for the recipient. ($32,
Sunbeam Shop). 11
10-Minute Puppets, by Noel MacNeal, tells you
how to make puppets anywhere in 10 minutes or
less, using ordinary materials at hand. MacNeal
is a dad and puppeteer, trained in his art by Jim
Henson and Frank Oz of Muppet fame. This book
will keep a fussy toddler amused and will stimulate
older children with ideas for creative dramatic play
($10.95, Sunbeam Shop). 12
Don’t look any further than What Happened on
Fox Street, by Heights author Tricia Springstubb.
It’s the perfect choice for middle-grade girl readers
($15.99, Mac’s Backs).
Boys will enjoy Funny Business, a collection of
funny stories from the writers who know exactly
what appeals to boys ($6.99, Mac’s Backs).

Used Book Exchange
Bring us your used books!

The Rev. Alan M. Gates, Rector
Karel Paukert, Organist/Choirmaster
2747 Fairmount Boulevard (at Coventry)
(216) 932-5815
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
www.stpauls-church.org

Buy Local First!

A CLEVELAND HEIGHTS HOLIDAY TRADITION
Elegantly Packaged
Chocolates and Truffles
Edible Centerpieces
and Hostess Gifts
Stocking Stuffers
and Molded Chocolates
Heights Observer December 1, 2010				
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Alpaca Leg Warmers are made from soft, 100%
alpaca fiber. Cozy and warm, they are hand
crafted by skilled knitters in South America ($28,
Revive Fair Trade). 13
Batik Creations T-shirts from an Ohio vendor
($21.95, Atma Center).
Senior Citizens
Ceramic Mugs: handpainted by artists on the
shores of Lake Atitlan in Guatemala. These 12-oz.
mugs depict San Antonio’s traditional drop design.
They are certified 100% lead free and are microwave and dishwasher safe ($14.95 each, Revive
Fair Trade). 14
Jane Addams: Spirit in Action by Louise Knight is
a terrific biography of the founder of Hull House,
who was also a leading suffragette and early civil
rights activist ($28.95, Mac’s Backs).
Under $25
Striped Beanie: handknit from natural wool fibers,
this hat is fully lined to provide extra warmth and
protection, while maintaining a sense of style
($19, Revive Fair Trade). 15
Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modern Bestiary by
David Sedaris is this year’s side-splitting entry from
one of America’s best humorists ($21.99, Mac’s
Backs).
Up To $10
Cedar Fairmount Note Cards by Cleveland
Heights artist, Jeremy Tugeau. Each card depicts
a local scene: Nighttown, Historic Heights Center
Building, Fairmount Boulevard, Cedar Grandview
Building and the Deming House (5 cards for $10,
available at Nighttown, Cedar Fairmount Antiques,
Heights Arts Gallery and Appletree Books).
Left-Center-Right: a best-selling dice game that is
fun for all ages ($7.50, Big Fun).
Full Circle Rags: a fun and functional alternative
to sponges, dishcloths and paper towels. They are
handmade in the Philippines by Talanay women
from unused garment factory scraps. Sold in assorted packs of three ($6, Revive Fair Trade). 16
I Heart Cleveland Heights Magnet: Big Fun is now
making its own magnets. Here’s one that is sure to
please any Heights aficionado ($3.50, Big Fun). 17
Person Who Has Everything
Salami for the Troops: Support the men and
women of our armed forces by sending an all-beef
salami, in your friend’s name, to military personnel
serving our country in trouble spots around the
world. Each salami is dried prior to shipment and
sent with Cleveland’s own Stadium Mustard ($20,
Mr. Brisket).

16

Live Music and Dinner at Nighttown: Buy tickets for
a particular show or choose from the hundreds of
shows each year. ($81, on average, for two tickets
and dinner, Nighttown).Visit www.nighttowncleveland.com for event calendar and tickets. 18
For more gift ideas from local merchants, visit www.
heightsobserver.org/read/3/12/gift-guide.

Is
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Elizabeth M. Woda

It’s true.
Good food
tastes better!

A Legal Professional Association

3008 Monticello Boulevard, Suite 225
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
(At the corner of Monticello and Lee)

emwoda@sbcglobal.net

Wills and Living Trusts
Guardianship

(216) 321-3230

AARP Discounts
Located in Cleveland Heights over 25 years

Probate
Real Estate

We make it easy for you to buy a beautiful home.

2267 Lee Rd.

UÊ"ÜÊÞÕÀÊÜÊ iÊvÀÊiÃÃÊÌ >ÊÞÕÊ«>ÞÊÊÀiÌ°
UÊÊÊ7iÊ«ÀiÃiÀÛiÊÌ iÊV >ÀÊvÊ`iÀÊ iÃÊ>`Ê>``Ê>ÊÌ iÊ`iÀÊÊ
>iÌiÃ\Ê«iÊyÀÊ«>Ã]ÊiÜÊÌV iÃÊ>`ÊL>Ì Ã°
UÊÊ"ÕÀÊ iÊÜ>ÀÀ>ÌÞÊ>`ÊÀÌ}>}iÊi`ÕV>ÌÊ«ÀViÃÃ]Ê}ÛiÃÊÞÕÊÊ
«iViÊvÊ`°
UÊÊÊ7iÊvviÀÊV«Ài iÃÛiÊVÀi`ÌÊVÕÃi}Ê>`ÊÀi«>ÀÊÃiÀÛVi°
UÊÊ7iÊiµÕ«ÊÞÕÊÜÌ ÊÌ iÊÜi`}iÊÞÕÊii`ÊÌÊ>iÊÌ iÊÀ} ÌÊÊ
`iVÃÊvÀÊÞÕ°Ê

Now, for a limited
time: receive a free
42” plasma TV ad
living room set with
the purchase of
your home.
1 - 8 7 7 - 7 9 8 - 9 7 7 6 w w w. l o v e n e w h o m e . c o m

216.932.3003

www.stone-oven.com
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Unique puppetry group finds new Heights home
Possibilitarian Puppet Theater named Artists in Residence at Unitarian Universalist Society
Daniel McNamara and Diana Sette
were full-time members of the Vermontbased, politically radical Bread and
Puppets Theater when they came to
McNamara’s parents’ Cleveland Heights
home for a winter holiday break in 2007.
While here they staged a New Year’s Eve
puppetry event, “Funeral March for the
Rotten Ideas of 2007.”
Their intent was to bury all the
rotten events of the old year and start
the new year clean. One of these new
starts was Sette and McNamara creating
and producing Possibilitarian Puppet
Theater (PPT) in Cleveland Heights.
They have continued to refine and
expand their unique form of puppet
theater, and the Unitarian Universalist
Society of Cleveland, 2728 Lancashire
Road in Coventry Village, recently
named them Artists in Residence.
“This saves us massive stress,” said
McNamara. “We don’t have to be under
the gun to make rent or be a primarily
moneymaking operation. We exchange
ideas with many interesting people in
other creative professions. We can rehearse and perform as we wish and it’s
a great help.”
PPT’s next public performance is
a combined mini-circus and passion
play, scheduled for Friday, Dec. 3 and
Saturday, Dec. 4, at the society.
McNamara is a multi-instrument
musician and a graduate of Heights

Walt Nicholes

Walt Nicholes

Daniel McNamara and Diana Sette in action at recent staging of "A Matter of Life and Death.”

public to hear can do s0 through puppetry, because it cuts right to the heart
of the message.
“We all know Punch and Judy, the
world-famous puppet theater that began
as 16th-century Italian street theater,
and was essentially subversive. Punch
was a symbol for the mythical Lord of
Misrule, who goes way back.
“Because puppetry is easily portable
and flexible, it could set up quickly
anywhere to enact subversive attacks on
the king, the military, whatever popular

High’s famed musical program. Sette, is
a Drew University graduate in English
and religious studies.
What fascination with puppetry
drives them to devote futures to a theater style renowned for its low-profit
status?
“Puppetr y plays a historically
subversive role in human society,” said
McNamara.
“In society, certain issues are not
allowed on the stage. But someone with
a complex message he or she wants the

The Western Reserve Chorale (WRC)
opens its 2010-2011 season on Sunday,
Dec. 12 with music for chorus and brass,
featuring Daniel Pinkham’s “Christmas
Cantata” and Giovani Gabrieli’s “Plaudite Omnis Terra.”
Also, in keeping with the season,
there will be works by composers from
the 1500s to present day.
The performance begins at 7 p.m.
at Grace Lutheran Church, 13001 Cedar
Road, in Cleveland Heights.
WRC’s second concert, Sunday,
March 13, features Michael Haydn’s
“Requiem,” with soprano Amanda Abbott, alto Joanne Uniatowski, tenor Tim
Culver and baritone Brian Johnson. This

performance also begins at 7 p.m. at
Grace Lutheran Church.
The third and final concert of the
season is on Sunday, May 22. It is a collaborative concert with the Heights
Chamber Orchestra featuring Brahm’s
“German Requiem.” Soloists for the
Brahms piece are soprano Marian Vogel
and baritone Brian Johnson. This concert will be held at 3:30 p.m. at Church
of the Gesu, 2470 Miramar Road, in
University Heights.
All concerts are free and open to the
general public. All venues are handicap
accessible.

Ellen Sindelar

Heights Youth Theatre will bring “Our
Town” to University Heights in December. Thornton Wilder’s American
classic about the citizens of Grover’s
Corners addresses the subjects of love,
marriage and death within the context
of life in a small New England town at
the start of the 20th century. With the
Stage Manager as the audience’s guide,
the play is a character study that centers around George Gibbs and Emily
Webb, whose mutual affection grows
and affects decisions that determine the
course of their lives.
Directed by Nathan Motta, featured performers include: Sidney Perelman (10th grade, Cleveland Heights
High School) as the Stage Manager;
Nick Hyland (Shaker Heights High
School alumnus) as Dr. Gibbs; Katie
Wilkinson (8th grade, Shaker Middle
School) as Mrs. Gibbs; Abbey Fox (11th
grade, Brush High School) as Mrs Webb;
Patrick Mooney (11th grade, Orange
High School) as George Gibbs; and Jessie Pinnick (12 grade, Hathaway Brown)
as Emily Webb.
Performances will be held at Wiley

Joanne Poderis is executive director of the
Western Reserve Chorale, a Cleveland
Heights-based adult community choir.

Save $50

On a Heating Tune-Up/
Safety Inspection
Now $104
Mention this discount when scheduling.
Standard tune-up allows for 45 minutes
of labor; parts and labor for repairs
additional. Coupon must be presented
to technician. Coupon valid during
normal working hours M-F 8:00-3:30.
Not valid with any other discount.
Pricing based on single system.

Walt Nicholes has lived in the Heights for
nearly 60 years. Although retired, he is still
working to advance world peace and promote
the Heights.

Heights Youth Theatre presents 'Our Town'

Western Reserve Chorale announces 2010-2011 concert season
Joanne Poderis

issue. Puppeteers acted their messages
in apparently harmless form but the
public fully understood. Records show
that George Washington bought tickets
to a Punch and Judy show of his time.
“Who are we subverting? Well,
we’re constantly creative. And creativity
always attacks complacency.”
McNamara scouts the Heights to
find discarded clean cardboard that he
and Sette can convert to sets and masks.
He says cardboard is the lumber of the
puppetry industry—as it can be pulled
apart, painted, sculpted, stapled and
formed into just about any shape. And
it’s free.
The couple now live with McNamara’s parents, Patrick and Susan, in
Cleveland Heights. About half of their
more than 100 puppets reside in a basement workshop there, with the rest at the
Unitarian Society.
What is in their immediate future?
“We’ll continue to explore, develop and
present new puppetry for the public as
well as schools, residencies and workshops,” said Sette. “The amazing thing
about puppetry is that it can incorporate all of the feelings of creation using
sculpture, painting, dance performance,
even technology and engineering. So we
don’t ever expect to be bored.”

Chris Hann

Auditorium, 2181 Miramar Road, on
Friday, Dec. 3 and 10, at 7 p.m.; Saturday,
Dec. 4 and 11, at 2 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec.
12, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $9. The Dec. 3
performance is a special benefit that
includes refreshments; tickets for that
evening will be $15. For more information, visit www.heightsyouththeatre.org or
call 216-923-1583.
Ellen Sindelar is president of Heights Youth
Theatre, a University Heights-based nonprofit organization committed to providing
quality children’s theater. She also directs a
masters program in diversity management at
Cleveland State Unviersity.

Bill Hann

Expires 3/31/11

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

Specializing in Steam and Hot Water Systems
2277 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Hannheatingcooling.com
)VUKLK0UZ\YLK
OH LIC #24462

Call 216-932-9755
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Arts groups share cigarette tax funding
In October, the trustees for Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture (CAC) announced grantees for its 2011 funding cycle. More
than 130 new and returning organizations throughout Cuyahoga County
will share in nearly $15 million over the
coming year.
Just over half of that funding will
go to 32 organizations that are based in
Cleveland Heights, Shaker Heights and
University Circle.
“More people need to be aware of
the incredible impact that this public
funding for the arts is having in this
region,” said Steven Minter, CAC board
president. “Every dollar of CAC funding is an investment in the economic
development of our county, helping to
bring about ticket sales, event attendance, which leads to more restaurant
and nightlife activity, which results in
greater income and salaries, which goes
back into our region’s tax base. It’s a
great symbiotic process.”
The list of 2011 grantees includes
recipients from both of CAC’s grant
programs, General Operating Support
and Project Support, which are open to
arts- and culture-focused nonprofit organizations based in Cuyahoga County.
“Many people are under the impression
that CAC funds only big players like the
Cleveland Orchestra or the Western
Reserve Historical Society,” said Karen
Gahl-Mills, CAC executive director.
“They don’t realize we also fund organizations of all sizes, from the Heights
Youth Theater to the Shaker Historical
Society.”
“The CAC means more than just
grant dollars to the district,” said Steve
Presser, marketing director for Coventry Village Special Improvement District (CVSID). “It means that the CAC

HeightsWrites
Poem for December 2010
Think the universe is a cold and lonely place?
Think again.
—Meredith Holmes

Constellation
By Shelley Chernin

connect the dots
patterns wink in the cards we’re dealt
connect the dots
the Jack of Hearts makes Libra hot
to unbuckle Orion’s belt
but distant hands probe space unfelt
connect the dot
Shelley Chernin’s poems have appeared
in Scrivener Creative Review, Rhapsoidia, What I Knew Before I Knew:
Poems from the Pudding House Salon
- Cleveland, and the 2010 Hessler Street
Fair Anthology. The Akron Art Museum
awarded her Honorable Mentions in its
New Words Poetry Contest in 2009 and
2010. She recently moved from Cuyahoga
to rural Lorain County, where she enjoys
magnificent night skies.
Heights Observer December 1, 2010

coventry village sid

Jonah Weinberg

The annual Coventry Village street festival attracts many visitors to the Heights. The Coventry Village SID received CAC funding for the festival for 2011.

board that reviews applicants must look
very favorably upon the Coventry Street
Arts Fair as a unique and special summer
arts and cultural venue. The CVSID is
proud and honored by the CAC grant
award.”
Minter points out that, since
Cuyahoga County voters approved the
creation of CAC in 2006, “We have
invested nearly $60 million in hundreds
of arts and culture programs. We’re
the fifth largest public arts funder in
the entire United States, and that’s an
achievement we can all be proud of.”
CAC is a subdivision of the State
of Ohio, which collects a dedicated tax
on cigarettes sold in Cuyahoga County,
to fund local arts and culture organizations.
All regularly scheduled CAC board
meetings are open to the public. For additional information about board meetings or about CAC’s grant programs, call
216-515-8303 or visit www.cacgrants.org.
Here is the list of the Heights-area
organizations that received CAC funding (all for operating support, unless
otherwise noted):
Cleveland Heights Coventry
Village Special Improvement District, Coventry Street Summer Arts
Events, $4,901; Heights Youth Theatre,
$19,144; Heights Arts Collaborative,
Inc., $22,090; Contemporary Youth
Orchestra, $27,696; Dobama Theatre,
$33,680; Roots of American Music,
$41,148; GroundWorks DanceTheater,
$51,326; Apollo’s Fire, $97,094; City of
Cleveland Heights, $24,542; Creative
Filmmakers Association, Apprentice
Editor Program, $9,360; Ensemble
Theatre of Cleveland, play: “Huck &
Holden,” $23,700.
University Circle The Sculpture
Center, $16,532; Artists Archives of the
Western Reserve, $16,656; Children’s
Museum of Cleveland, $91,376; Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland,
$118,151; Karamu House, Inc., $150,807;
Cleveland Music School Settlement,
$259,968; Western Reserve Historical Society, $278,970; Cleveland Play
House, $396,900; Cleveland Botanical
			

Garden, $397,388; Cleveland Institute
of Art, $780,738; Cleveland Orchestra,
$1,681,098; CityMusic Cleveland, Intergenerational Concert Series, $50,000;
Federation of India Community Association, performance: “Mortal Men
and Their Immortal Words,” $7,080;
Open Doors Academy, Artspire, $3,402;
University Circle Inc., Wade Oval
Wednesdays, $40,000; Cleveland Institute of Music, $697,580; Cleveland
Museum of Natural History, $645,400;
Cleveland Museum of Art, $1,604,469;
Case Western Reserve University Series:

Celebrity, Fame and Concept of Genius,
$16,000.
Shaker Heights Shaker Historical Society, $14,451; Duffy Liturgical Dance Ensemble, performances:
“Revelations in Seasons” and “CallResponse,” $20,700; Suburban Symphony Orchestra, performance: Beethoven’s
“Missa Solemnis,” $3,520.
Total CAC grant funding for the
Heights Area in 2011: $7,640,996.
Jonah Weinberg is director of external affairs
for Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

Heights Arts Gallery expands;
opens holiday store
Jane Flaherty

Eight years of increasing sales at Heights
Arts Gallery on Lee Road has encouraged the organization to expand into the
adjacent storefront at the corner of the
Cedar Lee Building, recently vacated by
Aoeshi. A lead grant from The George
Gund Foundation, architectural services
donated by Studio Techne, and a storefront grant from the City of Cleveland
Heights, for signage, are helping to
initiate the expansion.
Executive Director Peggy Spaeth
said, “Eight years ago a small group
of Lee Road fans were having a casual
conversation about how to invigorate the
business district, and someone suggested
a temporary pop-up holiday store, offering work by local artists.” The pop-up
was popular, and led to the establishment of Heights Arts Gallery and its
annual holiday store, presenting art and

craft by the finest regional artists.
Spaeth and Heights Arts Board of
Trustees imagine expanded year-round
offerings by local artists, and flexible
space for new art classes, workshops,
events and concerts.
“People in our community know
that if they want to live in a place full
of artists, they need to buy their art,”
Spaeth said. “We are hopeful that they
will shop at the holiday store this season, and also make a year-end renovation donation to help us create a vibrant
new and improved space.”
The holiday store, staffed by the artists and other volunteers, is open Monday from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Tuesday
through Saturday from 1:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
through Dec. 30, at 2173 Lee Road, a few
steps from the Cedar Lee Theatre.
Jane Flaherty is administrative assistant for
Heights Arts.
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Area youths in delegation to Italy
Although social networking websites,
such as Facebook, have the ability to
connect people from one point of the
globe to another, CISV International
programs connect people face-to-face.
Five area youths learned this firsthand
as participants in CISV’s Interchange
program in Forli, Italy.
“After exchanging e-mails for about
four weeks, it was nice to finally meet
the Matteuccis in person. I lived with
them for two weeks. We swam in the
Mediterranean, ate gelato every day,
and learned a lot about each other,” says
Evan Radivoyevitch, an eighth grader at
Roxboro Middle School. Another area
delegate, Ian Bartz, learned that “it
was a lot easier to communicate than
I thought it would be even though we
didn't speak the same language. It was
a lot of fun!"
CISV was founded over 50 years
ago as an independent, nonpolitical
volunteer organization. It promotes
peace education and cross-cultural
understanding through the interactive
experiences of its participants. Local
and international chapter programs are
available for participants of any age,
though most programs focus on age
groups ranging from 11 to 30 years old.
CISV programs do not focus on traveling, but rather on the opportunity to
share time with people in places participants would otherwise know little
about.
This year’s Northeast Ohio delegation to Forli was part of the interchange
program, which encourages a deep
encounter between two cultures by
placing young people within families.

courtesy Anna Brock

Kirsten Radivoyevitch

Area delegates pose with two members of the Forli delegation in Venice, Italy.

returned home. Three days later, the
Italian delegation came to the United
States to experience life in the Heights.
Anna Brock, an eighth grade student at
Wiley Middle School, said “It was great
to have the Italian delegation here. They
were all really excited to be in America.
They were especially excited to see how
we live and to visit places that they had
read about, like Niagara Falls. They all
really liked that.”
Face-to-face connections are the
focus of the programs, but modern technology makes them even more effective. Having participated in two CISV
programs, Stephen Bell feels the world

Interchange takes place in two phases,
with one delegation visiting another
country and then reciprocating by hosting the delegation from that country.
Delegates are carefully matched
with one another to ensure that the
program is a mutually enriching one. “I
loved the experience of being able to see
another country and learn what their
culture is like, and I love the family I
stayed with” says Emma Bartz, a freshman at Cleveland Heights High School.
“They made me feel like I was part of
the family.”
After experiencing family life in Italy for two weeks, the American children

Jewish Family Service Association is
accepting applications for the Jack
W. and Shirley J. Berger Scholarship.
The fund was established in 1988, by
two former Clevelanders, to assist and
encourage students entering college
to attain academic excellence within
a secular institution. The scholarship
requires that applicants:
• Exhibit financial need.
•	Be a resident of Cuyahoga County or
its contiguous counties.
•	Be a high school senior with a minimum 3.5 GPA in high school.
•	Have a minimum SAT of 1900 or a
minimum ACT score of 27.
•	Be a full-time student seeking a secular education.

Kirsten Radivoyevitch is an early childhood
educator, mother of four boys and longtime
Heights resident.

Benefit raises $7,600 for Friends of the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights Library

Help to pay for college
Becky Rocker

getting smaller and smaller. “I enjoyed
learning what kids in other countries
do, and I was amazed how many things
we have in common. Thanks to CISV,
I have friends in 12 different countries
who I stay in contact with through the
Internet!”
Summer 2011 presents another set
of international travel opportunities for
children and adults. An informational
meeting will take place on Monday, Dec.
13, at 7 p.m. at the Lee Road Library.

• Take a college course in comparative
religion.
Priority is given, but not limited,
to students planning to attend an
Ohio state-supported school. Students
awarded this scholarship can receive
funding of $2,000 each year for up to
four years of college if a 3.0 GPA is
maintained.
Interested students should obtain
an application from their guidance
office. The deadline for submissions
is March 4, 2011, and recipients will
be selected by May 23, 2011. For more
information, contact Toby Bresky,
manager of college scholarships and financial aid, at 216-378-3429 or tbresky@
jfsa-cleveland.org.

Bruce Hennes

The second-annual Nighttown Academy
of Poetry & Letters took place on Oct.
24 at Nighttown Restaurant in Cleveland Heights. A stellar cast, directed
by local Irish actress Derdriu Ring and
Plain Dealer columnist Regina Brett,
presented “Wise Up!!”
The event featured a cast of local celebrities, literary luminaries,
and friends of the arts, each of whom
read and brought to life a short poem
or piece of prose. The readings were
punctuated with musical numbers led
by the academy's music director, pianist

Joe Hunter. Also assisting were members of the Friends of the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Library,
who manned the silent auction, led
by volunteer Adaora Schmiedl. Photos
from the event can be viewed on at
http://bit.ly/NighttownWiseUp2010.
This year’s event raised $7,646; last
year's raised $7,000. Also benefitting
from the event were local independent
bookstores, Appletree Books and Mac's
Backs, which sold books that evening.
Bruce Hennes is the vice president for institutional advancement for the Nighttown
Academy of Poetry & Letters.

Becky Rocker is a marketing/public relations specialist for JFSA.

courtesy bruce hennes

New Location –
in the Garden Room
of Paysage
216-321-4114

3477 Fairmount
Blvd.
3477
Fairmount
Blvd.
3451 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland
Heights
Cleveland
Heights
Cleveland Heights,
Ohio 44118

216.321.4114
www.heightsfloralshoppe.com
216.321.4114
www.heightsfloralshoppe.blogspot.com

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.

Regina Brett and Derdriu Ring cochaired “Wise Up!!”

free delivery
per household.)
*Mention this ad to (One
receive
free delivery
on your Easter flowers.

(One free delivery per household.)
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Humane society holds tree-lighting
ceremony and adoption event

Heights alumni hold
holiday cocktail party
Eric Silverman

On Thursday, Dec. 9, the Cleveland
Heights High School Alumni Foundation will hold its 10th Holiday Cocktail
Party and Winter Gala at the Heights
Rockefeller Building at Mayfield and Lee
roads. Each year the Alumni Foundation
hosts this event, bringing alumni, staff
and supporters of the Heights schools
together for good food, tasty desserts and
great bargains at its silent auction.
This year the cocktail party has two
new features. The first is a renovated
venue with a new caterer, as the former
Cleveland Trust bank lobby will soon
reopen as Rockefeller’s. The cocktail
party is a great way for guests to sample
Rockefeller’s menu before its formal
opening.
Also new to the cocktail party is
an online auction featuring two paintings by Heights High alumnus and
artist, Craig Baskin. A 1980 graduate of
Heights, Baskin is known for the rich
layered colors he creates in his acrylic
paintings. Commissioned by global
contemporary art collectors to create
original, large-scale installations, his
paintings sell in the $2,000 to $15,000
range. Baskin says, "Although my paintings are abstract in the artistic definition, each tells a story—the colors and
their flow on the canvas as the words."
Two of Baskin’s paintings will be
offered through the on-ine auction at
www.heightsalumni.org/auction, with the
proceeds going toward the foundation’s
plan to restore and renovate the clock
tower at Heights High.

Anita Kazarian

anita kazarian

University Heights joined with Richmond Heights and the City of South
Euclid to form a collaborative. The
cities now share an animal warden.
Finding homes for homeless animals
has been the work of the South Euclid
Humane Society for some time. It was
founded in 2002 by Sunny Simon, the
newly elected County Council District
11 representative.
The society does not have its own
shelter and relies on foster homes to
care for stray animals until permanent
homes can be identified. Volunteers
face an overwhelming increase in the
number of stray animals desperate for
assistance.
Without the society’s help, the
abandoned animals would be taken to
the already overcrowded county kennel.
Inevitably, many dogs and cats are euthanized. In order to provide veterinary
care, and ensure that all animals taken
in are spayed and neutered, the society must raise money through private
donations. It does not receive public
funding.
Simon began the annual Pets Light
up Our Lives tree-lighting ceremony,
now in its ninth year. The event raises
more than $1,000 for the society each
year, and has resulted in the adoption of
many animals into new homes in time

Susan Ertel (holding Guinness) and Sunny Simon.

for the holidays. It has become a community tradition, which now includes
the City of University Heights and its
residents.
The Humane Society will present
the Pets Light Up Our Lives ceremony
and Home for the Holidays Adoption
event at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 6, at the
garden area on the northwest corner of
Green and Mayfield roads. A tree will be
decorated with lights, honoring living
and deceased pets. Rabbi Susan Stone,
of South Euclid, will offer a blessing for
pets. The public is invited to bring their

pets to this free event. Donations of $5
per named pet will benefit the South
Euclid Humane Society.
Adoptable pets will be available
to good homes at a reception following the ceremony at South Euclid City
Hall, 1349 South Green Road. There is
an adoption fee. For more information,
call 216- 291-8773.
Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional,
founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC and a longtime resident of University Heights. Contact
her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

Cleveland Heights unveils
new historic district signs

As for the clock tower, Baskin
explains his involvement: "When I was
asked to create an original, abstract
painting to help save the clock tower,
aside from the nostalgia aspect, it struck
me how important this mission is to
our nation’s preservation of important
structures. Having been away from
Cleveland for three decades, when I
recall the flat terrain of the area, it occurs to me that the clock tower is truly
significant. It is actually one of the highest points in the community. Even in its
current decay, the tower maintains its
architectural integrity. Every effort—by
anyone who recognizes its prominence
and potential as one of the state’s landmark structures—must be undertaken
to preserve it."
Tickets for the party are $15 in advance and $20 at the door. Doors open
at 7 p.m., with the party lasting until 10
p.m. For more details on the online auction or to purchase tickets visit www.
heightsalumni.org.
Eric Silverman is president of the Cleveland
Heights High School Alumni Foundation.
Heights Observer December 1, 2010

City of Cleveland Heights

craig baskin

The City of Cleveland Heights held a ribbon cutting to celebrate the Grant Deming Forest Hill
Historic District on Nov. 1, at the sign near the
Coventry Library/P.E.A.C.E. Arch and Washington Boulevard. This past spring, the National
Park Service listed the district, which lies generally in an area bounded by Euclid Heights
Boulevard, Washington Boulevard, Lee Road,
and Coventry Road, in the National Register of
Historic Places.
L to R: Marjorie Kitchell, Landmark Commission;
Kara Hamley O’Donnell, Cleveland Heights
Historic Preservation Planner; Vice Mayor Phyllis
Evans; Chris Roy and Mark Souther, Landmark
Commission; Mayor Ed Kelley; and Chuck
Miller and Jim Edmonson, Landmark Commission members.
For more information on the district, including
the self-guided walking tour, visit www.clevelandheights.com/historyarch_demingsforesthill.asp.

Warm up this winter at

Parne
ll’s pub
Parnell’s
Irish coffee
menu

Happy hour

• Traditional •
• Bailey’s irish •
• Phil’s coffee •
• Sinful hot
chocolate •
• Hot toddy •

$4 import drafts

every day til 9pm

(excluding strongbow)

$3 long island
teas
$5 cosmos &
wine
$8 pitchers
(smithwicks + harp only)

LARGE 12”
8-CUT
X-LARGE
15" 16-CUT
UP TO 3 TOPPINGS
ONE-TOPPING
FOR

12
9

$$

99
99

Chicken and X-Cheese additional
Offer
Offerexpires
expires12/31/10
3/31/10

all coffee made to order.

2167 lee road • 216-321-3469
visit us on facebook for specials + events
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By Eleanor Mallet

We’re in the food season, I mean the holiday season, so my thoughts have turned
to Mister Brisket. I have been doing
business with him for 20 years. In fact,
some of my most in-depth conversations about world politics and life have
been with him when I’m ordering a “side
of chicken.”
Right now I’m in the market for a
turkey. So I went to see him in his lair, a
storefront on Taylor Road near Cedar.
Mister Brisket delivers to your door.
Actually, Hank Kornblut, his stepson,
does. But three years ago, they launched
a counter service—the centerpiece of
which is a hot corned beef sandwich.
If you have any history with corned
beef—mine goes back to going to the
deli with my Dad—you find the aroma
intoxicating. I struggle throughout our
talk to hold off ordering a sandwich until
I’m done with the conversation.
Hank is manning the counter. Some
customers are ordering just a sandwich,
which is large enough to hold you for
at least a day and a half. Others are
picking up large orders for events or
get-togethers.
Mister Brisket’s real name is Sanford Herskovitz and he holds a Ph.D

restaurant if this looks like too much
work (as these are the only ones open on
Thanksgiving and Christmas days).”
For years he has been in the trenches of the food/fat/nutrition wars. He
survived the no-red-meat phase. “Steak
is back and carb is the enemy,” he said.
“The latest is grass-fed beef.” He evaluates products the way any Ph.D would.
Ask and you will learn, in detail, about
taste, marbling, trim and what livestock
are fed. He has been to Kobe, Japan, to
eat Kobe beef. Now it’s Piedmont cattle.
“Frances [his wife] and I went to Italy to
learn about the Piedmont cattle. They
are fed hay, straw, oats, barley, grass and
corn. The flavor is great. Grass-fed is a
hoax!”
He’s also had to contend with new
grocery stores, high-end and bulk. But
he has loyal customers. And he supplies

in psychology. He has been on Taylor
Road for 32 years, when he bought the
business from butcher Max Greenfield.
He is a purveyor of prime meat, poultry
and fish.
The counter was Hank’s innovation.
He has also computerized the business and sends out chatty informative
e-mails. “Hank has taken over,” said
Mister Brisket, now 71. “I come in, I get
yelled at and I go home at 3 o’clock.”
“On Tuesday we’ll have lettuce and
tomato!” he says in disbelief. “We are
not a health food store! The customers
ask for it, so Hank is accommodating.
I fought him tooth and nail!” Hank
smiles.
I comment on the steady flow of
customers. “Schlug sich in mole!” he says in
Yiddish, meaning “you should hit yourself in the mouth!” to ward off the bad
luck that can come from acknowledging
a good.
Mister Brisket has had his own
innovations, such as his brisket recipe,
of course. “This damn thing got me on
national TV!” If you try it, he may tell
you to bring your cooked brisket in for
him to slice. Some find him intimidating. I do what I’m told.
His eight-page instructions for
roasting a turkey begin with: “PLEASE
READ THIS RECIPE IN ITS ENTIRETY BEFORE BEGINNING.
This will allow you time to choose an
appropriate Chinese or Vietnamese

Zack Bruell’s four restaurants.
You’re probably wondering about
that “side of chicken” I mentioned. “I
didn’t have a scale and they came in packages of 20,” he said. “So you had to order
the whole package. Hank changed that,
too. Now you can get one chicken breast
if you want.” If you buy his skinless and
boneless chicken, you can get the bones
for $1 a pound. I would put the flavor up
against any chicken broth anywhere and
it will cure practically anything.
“So you’re the next Mister Brisket?”
I say to Hank after I put in my order.
“We are all Mister Brisket,” he said
judiciously, smiling again.
Long live Misters Brisket!
Eleanor Mallet’s column, “A Heights Observer,”
explores the nooks and crannies in the Heights.
Reach her at eleanormallet@yahoo.com.

david bergholz

Misters Brisket

Sanford Herskovitz and Hank Kornblut are the Misters Brisket.

HRRC seeks applicants for women's home repair program Help Mr. Brisket send
Rebecca Stager

This spring 18 single women homeowners will have the opportunity to build
their knowledge of basic carpentry,
electrical, and plumbing repairs. Home
How-To is an intensive, six-month program designed to give women personalized instruction and hands-on practice
with tools and repair techniques. The
2011 course will be the 14th offered
by Home Repair Resource Center
(HRRC), a community nonprofit organization.
Each woman who enrolls in the

program will have one repair completed
by the class at her house. Previous
projects have ranged from replacing
damaged porch flooring to reroofing
a garage; from replacing a light fixture
to running a new electrical circuit; and
from installing a new faucet to replacing
old galvanized water lines. Participants
will also receive an in-home consultation with HRRC’s repair instructor to
identify needed repairs and determine
which ones they might reasonably tackle
on their own.
Program participants must be a
female head of house, must own and oc-

cupy a home in Cleveland Heights, and
must have a household income within
program guidelines ($45,375 for family
of one; $64,825 for family of four). In
addition, applicants must be willing and
able to attend at least 16 of the 25 classes
that make up the course curriculum.
The 2011 Home How-To course
will run from late April through early
November. Most of the classes will
be held on Wednesday evenings, but a
few—those involving more extensive
repairs—will be held on Saturdays.
Each participant pays a $40 program supply fee, as well as the cost of
materials installed during the class at her
home. For further information, interested applicants may call Becky Stager at
216-381-9560, or check HRRC’s website:
www.hrrc-ch.org.

Thank you for your business. JAC wishes you
and your family happy holidays and a healthy,
prosperous new year.

J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.
>Ê-iÀÛViÊUÊ >Ì>L>ÃiÊ>>}iiÌÊUÊ"vwViÊ`ÃÌÀ>Ì

Becky Stager, home repair education program
coordinator at HRRC since 1989, is always
excited when workshop attendees use the
skills they learn to improve their homes.

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep
you on time and on budget.
Contact Anne at 216-861-5588 Fax: 216-861-0505
www.jacbusiness.com

salamis to the troops

The holidays are a great time to show our
support for the men and women in our armed
forces. Mister Brisket is asking Heights families
to help send all-beef salamis to those serving
our country.
All salamis are dried prior to shipping
and sent with Cleveland’s own Stadium Mustard. Each will include a note of support from
the contributor. Donors will be e-mailed when
their salami has shipped and told where it has
been sent.
Last year Mr. Brisket set a goal of 100
salamis. With Heights families’ support, they
sent 400. This year the goal is 500. The cost
is $20 per salami, including mustard and
shipping.
For more information or to participate
call 216-932-8620 or e-mail www.misterbrisket.com/newsfiles/salamitroops.html.

OPEN HOUSE
January 9
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Toddler through 8th Grade
Contact the Admissions Office to schedule
a personal tour and classroom observation.

216.321.7571
www.ruffingmontessori.net
3380 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
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Journey to Bethlehem

Swedish community hosts Saint Lucia
celebration Dec. 11

Ron Werman

Disciples Christian Church will give its
own Christmas gift to the community.
On Sunday, Dec. 12, from 2 to 5 p.m.,
Disciples Christian Church will present
Journey to Bethlehem, a walk-through
drama that recreates the sights and
sounds of Bethlehem’s marketplace at
the time of Christ’s birth.
Before entering Bethlehem, participants may have an audience with
King Herod and then be counted in the
census. Once in Bethlehem, they can
interact with street merchants, as well
as view some animals. They can watch
craftsmen at their work and be prodded
along by Roman guards. They can listen
while townspeople, shepherds and other
biblical characters set the stage for the
discovery of the newborn baby in the
stable.
As participants wait their turn
to enter Bethlehem, they will be entertained by the No Strings Attached
puppets, listen to music performances
or sing along to Christmas carols.
Disciples Christian Church is
located at 3663 Mayfield Road (at Yellowstone Road, across from Severance
Town Center) in Cleveland Heights. For
more information, call 216-382-5344 or
visit www.discipleschristian.org.

Marty Bergman

The Swedish organization, Nobel-Monitor Lodge, invites the public to attend a
Saint Lucia program and celebration on
Saturday, Dec. 11 at Forest Hill Church
Presbyterian, located at the corner of
Lee Road and Monticello Boulevard, in
Cleveland Heights. The program begins
at 4 p.m.
Each December, the story about
Lucia—the saint who brought light
during the darkest night of the year—is
retold. Her story is a favorite of children
in the Swedish community.
The program begins with a concert by the Vasa Voices, a mixed choral
group, singing traditional songs of the

courtesy disciples christian church

Jane Finley

Fairmount Square open house
The mezzanine businesses of Fairmount
Square are hosting an open house and
grand reopening Saturday, Dec. 11 from
3 to 6 p.m. The businesses will celebrate
with light refreshments, demonstrations, discounts and prizes. One large
grand prize will be awarded.
The businesses are virtually hidden
on the mezzanine level, between the
Heights Medical Building and Dave’s
Supermarket at Cedar Road and Fairmount Boulevard. But their loyal clients
know where to find them, and they are
easily accessed from Cedar Road and the
parking lot at the rear of the building.
Holding a grand reopening is Troy
McCarty’s White Cloud Studio, which
will show off its new and larger studio
at the front of the building. The studio
will demonstrate its new machinery and
techniques.
Hang it Up! Framing Gallery has

been in Fairmount Square since 1983.
The gallery frames and preserves all art,
from the precious to the precocious.
Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts
specializes in Iyengar Yoga. Owner
Karen Allgire teachs unique classes and
workshops. During the open house,
videos of Alligire’s journey to India will
be shown in the studio. There will also
be demonstrations on the mats and on
the studio’s renowned rope wall.
Cindy Jahn’s Abstract, A Hair Salon
is a hip and comfortable salon offering a
full range of hair and nail services. The
salon offers a full line of Paul Mitchell
hair care for its clients and a line of
pampering products for their pets.
Lady Mendo Home Health Care,
run by CEO Grace Parker, is the newest addition to the Fairmount Square
family.

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer
OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30

M-F Happy Hour 5–7 pm
Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm
Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs.
5–11pm Fri., Noon-9 pm Sat.

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001
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Jane Finley is a member of Church of the
Redeemer.

A service for the sadness of the season
Robin Craig

Many of us find the holidays a real
struggle in the aftermath of major losses
in our lives. The stores, the lights, the
music—even our houses of worship—all
remind us of what once was and is no
more, and often cause more pain than
delight. It is not uncommon for people
enveloped in disappointment and sorrow to avoid past traditions and communities altogether, and alternatives are
not easy to locate or create anew.
Forest Hill Church will hold an
early evening service of readings, music,
and silence, designed as a time apart for
those challenged by the holidays, at 7

Amy Schneider is the owner of Hang it Up!
Framing Gallery in Fairmount Square.

p.m. on Monday, Dec. 20. The death of
a loved one or a relationship, a family
separation, job loss, or another personal
or family loss are events that make it difficult to find joy or even to cope with the
holiday season. The church invites everyone residents to celebrate Christmas
quietly, in a way that acknowledges the
darkness and honors the light. Coffee
and hot cider will be available afterward,
if participants would like to stay for
conversation.
Forest Hill Church is located at 3031
Monticello Blvd.
Robin Craig is an elder at Forest Hill
Church.

Leigh Bennett

collage

Tavern

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine
Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30"

On Saturday, Dec. 11, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m., the Church of the Redeemer will
host a Holiday Market and Soup Café
featuring homemade baked goods and
handcrafted items. The market will
include fair trade booths and vendors
from the local community, including
J Bird’s Garden. In addition, there will
be a café where one may enjoy a bowl
of soup and relax while browsing the
market.
Children 12 and under are invited to

shop in Santa’s Dollar Store. A Nearly
New Shop with bargains galore will be
open to all.
Admission is free. All proceeds will
help to support the missions of Church
of the Redeemer.
For more information, contact
Church of the Redeemer United Methodist Church at 216 932-2065 or visit
www.CleRedeemer.org. The church is
located at 2420 South Taylor Road.

Christmas in a minor key

The

Company

Marty Berman is a 35-year resident of Cleveland Heights, and Swedish by marriage.

Church of the Redeemer hosts holiday
market and soup café

Ron Werman is an elder of Disciples Christian Church.

Amy Schneider

season in Swedish. The program concludes with a procession of Lucia, and
her attendants, singing “Sankta Lucia”
and other children’s favorites.
For further information and registration, contact Marty Bergman at 216-3715141 or marty.bergman@sbcglobal.net.
The public is also invited to the 6:30
a.m. Christmas Day Julotta Service, held
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 3740
Mayfield Road, in Cleveland Height, on
Dec. 25. A light breakfast will follow the
service.
God Jul! (Swedish for “Merry Christmas”).

jewelry & beads

Summer Youth
International
Travel Programs

leeann1248@aol.com
440 552 8578

Students 11-18
and adult leaders 21 & older

private/semi private
lessons
collage using found &

Come find out more!

recycled objects

Monday, December 13
7:00PM

restringing &
redesign bead work

at the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Public Library at 2345 Lee Road

make & create your own
polymer clay bead

For more information contact
216-536-2375 or ketti@whosfirst.com

3481 Fairmount Blvd.
(inside Paul Hamlin
Interiors)

www.cisvusa.org

			

LIQUID PLANET

is expanding nationally and
regionally.
6-18 month training programs
begin soon.
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Qualified candidates may be
able to relocate.
Send resume to
info@liquid-planet.com
www.heightsobserver.org

community calendar

Community events
Sunday, Dec. 5
Advent Lessons and Carols
Featuring readings for Advent and anthems by the St.
Paul’s Senior, Youth and Handbell Choirs. The Handbell Prelude begins at 4:45 p.m. All are welcome!
5 to 6 p.m. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2747 Fairmount Blvd.
Tuesday, Dec. 7
Workshop: The Media Meltdown: What
Happened to Newspapers and Magazines,
and What’s Next.
7 to 8 p.m. Meeting Room B,
Lee Road Library.
Tuesday, Dec. 7
Jupiter String Quartet, Cleveland Chamber
Music Society
Beethoven - “Quartet in G Major, Op. 18, No. 2”
Kurtág - “Two Microludes for String Quartet”
Schumann - “Quartet in A Major, Op. 41, No. 3”
In collaboration with the CIM Chamber Music
Festival,
8 p.m. Plymouth Church, 2860 Coventry Road.

or e-mail Bill Laufer at laufer@lauferfilm.com with
questions. 2179 Coventry Road.
Saturday, Dec. 11
Open House and White Cloud Grand
Reopening at Fairmount Square
Socialize, network and visit businesses White Cloud
Studios; Abstract, A Hair Salon; Green Tara Yoga &
Healing Arts; and Hang It Up! Enjoy door prizes, refreshments, demonstrations and a raffle with a grand
prize worth over $400 in services from businesses
at Fairmount Square.
3 to 6 p.m. Fairmount Square in the Heights Medical
Building at Cedar Road and Fairmount Boulevard.

Wednesday, Dec. 8
CityMusic Cleveland holiday concert
Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons,” Tchaikovsky’s “Serenade”
and excerpts from Handel’s “Messiah.” Reservations are required for free childcare services; call
216-321-5800. For more dates, venues and times
visit www.citymusiccleveland.org/concerts or call
216.-321-8273. No tickets are required, but some
early for good seats and parking.
7.30 p.m. Fairmount Presbyterian Church, 2757
Fairmount Boulevard.

Sunday, Dec. 12
Western Reserve Chorale
Annual Winter Concert
A performance of Pinkham’s “Christmas Cantata”
and Gabrieli’s “Plaudit Omnis Terra,” both with
double brass quintets, plus holiday selections by
Rutter, Weelkes, Berlioz, Handel, Britten, Bach and
others.
7 to 9 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church,
13001 Cedar Road.

Saturday, Dec. 11
Library Print Sale
The Eleanor Squire Library of Cleveland Botanical
Garden will host a special all-day sale of botanical
art books, posters, paintings, and prints. Many prints
are old and would make an excellent seasonal gift as
a framed art piece to be enjoyed for generations.
Prices range from hundreds of dollars to fifty cents,
with the bulk under $20.
10 a.m.–5 p.m., The Garden Room and Main Library
of Cleveland Botanical Garden, 11030 East Blvd.

Wednesday, Dec. 15
Blue Christmas: A Service of Comfort
and Hope
Church of the Redeemer will sponsor a service for
those who are experiencing difficulties this Christmas
season due to grief, loneliness, illness, divorce or
disappointment. Redeemer’s Blue Christmas will
acknowledge the pain and sadness many people experience during the holidays, but will also encourage

Saturday, Dec. 11
The Powers Concert Series
A Christmas concert in the magnificent, historic Saint
Ann Church.
Tickets are available online at www.lauferfilm.com/
lauferfilm/pcs.html. Call 216-321-0024 and speak
with Renee, or call 216-229-4444 or 216-321-0024

Wednesday, Dec. 8
School Facilities Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m. Roxboro Middle School,
2400 Roxboro Road

people to move toward hope. A time of refreshment
will follow the service.
7 p.m. Church of the Redeemer,
2420 South Taylor Road.
December 16, 17, and 18
Handel’s “Messiah”
Apollo’s Fire and Jeannette Sorrell have delighted
audiences around the country with their joyful presentation of Handel’s masterpiece as the theatrical
entertainment the composer intended.
7 to10:15 p.m. First Baptist Church,
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Monday, Dec. 20
Christmas in a Minor Key
A service acknowledging the sadness of the
season.
7 p.m. Forest Hill Church Presbyterian,
3031 Monticello Blvd.
Tuesday Dec. 21,
Unitarian Universalist Blue Christmas
Service
This program gives hope to those who grieve during
holidays programmed for merriment. All are welcome
to this uplifting nondenominational event.
7 p.m., The Unitarian Universalist Society of
Cleveland, 2728 Lancashire Road.
Wednesday, Jan. 5
Yale Glee Club in Concert
7:30 p.m. Fairmount Presbyterian Church,
2757 Fairmount Blvd.

A great little item at HRRC just got better
Cleveland Heights residents who participate in Home Repair Resource Center’s (HRRC) Project Repair program,
or Home How-To program for women,
have enjoyed a special benefit for many
years, thanks to the generosity of several
local merchants.
Eight community-minded merchants have been offering a 10-percent
discount on purchases to HRRC’s repair
education program participants, to help
keep the houses of Cleveland Heights
in good repair. The participating businesses are Cedar Center Hardware
(Warrensville Road in South Euclid),
Dunn Hardware (Wilson Mills Road in
Richmond Heights), Heights Hardware
(Coventry Road in Cleveland Heights),
Seitz-Agin Hardware (Lee Road in
Cleveland Heights), Sherwin Williams
Company (South Taylor Road in University Heights), South Euclid Hardware
(Mayfield Road in South Euclid), and
the Tile Shop (Broadway Avenue in
3.25” Oakwood Village).

The idea was pretty simple: participants taking a class, borrowing a tool,
or enrolling in the women’s program
received a discount card to reduce the
cost of materials for the home repairs
that they learned how to complete.
The program is now even better:
participants in HRRC’s repair education programs still get a discount card.
What’s new and exciting is that HRRC
supporters who make a donation of $50
or more will now also receive a card.
The new rewards program was
announced in letters sent to more
than 2,500 local households in early
November, kicking off HRRC’s annual
fundraising drive.
During HRRC’s upcoming phonathon, volunteers will remind residents
of this new premium. In addition to the
businesses previously listed, Bremec on
the Heights (Cedar Road in Cleveland
Heights) has begun accepting the discount card.
Local merchant partners not only
support HRRC by honoring this new
savings card, but also serve our commu-

michael gaynier

Michael Gaynier

Norman Lippe, who has worked at Seitz-Agin for 55 years, helps customer Jennifer Anderson.

nity by sharing their expertise on repairs
and improvements with homeowners
seeking advice.
HRRC encourages area residents
to support these local merchants, who

are truly among the benefits of living in
the Heights.
Mike Gaynier is board president of the Home
Repair Resource Center.

10th Annual Cleveland Heights High Alumni Foundation
Holiday Cocktail Party & Winter Gala
Thursday, December 9th - 7 to 10 p.m.
Heights Rockefeller Building | Mayﬁeld & Lee
$15 in advance | $20 at the door - Cash Bar
Join alumni, friends and partygoers over awesome appetizers and
decadent desserts, while bidding on silent auction items, or try your
luck with rafﬂe tickets to win an Apple iPod. This is a great opportunity
to check out the new restaurant, Rockefeller’s, opening in 2011.
For tickets or more information call 216-397-3871 or visit www.heightsalumni.org
Proud to be
supported by:

Peggy Garr !63
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Tim Weeks
Of

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE &
FILTER SPECIAL

only $23.95

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection
Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 1/31/11

Always Buying Always
PayingBuying
Cash

Don’t throw it away!
Fix it! Fit it!

www.dogtopia.net

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,
Pants hemmed, clothes mended.

DOGTOPIA

Amy R. Roth & Co.

TM

Doggy
Daycare &
Overnight
Boarding in
Cleveland Hts.

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer

216-904-1786

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218

(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art)

291-0605

Dent’s Painting (interior/exterior) 216-408-3926

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Paying Cash

MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES

Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS
Buying anything unusual

Ardmore Tree Service

Stay-At-Home Moms

FINLEY LANDSCAPING

With Your Own

Individualized services
for your property

Complete Tree Service
Year-round

Online Business

Fall Clean Up
Property Maintenance

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Get Paid to Shop and Save…
“NO COST”

When People BUY. . .
You EARN 30%
of the Commission

www.FreeForLifeSite.com

Pruning * Transplanting * Perennial Work

Fully insured

(216) 486-5551

Free estimates

In the Heights since 1988

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

216-932-5689

Member National Arborist Association

216-526-7699

finleylandscaping@sbcglobal.net

Heights Hardware

ATTORNEY

HEALTH & FITNESS

Loren Gordon

Introducing Z4 Life

Since 1911

Thank You for Supporting Locally
Owned & Operated Businesses

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701
Monday-Saturday 9-6
Sunday 11-4

Free Estimates

Nutrition is Simple

General Civil Practice,
Serving Individuals and
Businesses

www.SunAndFunHealthyLiving.com

216-861-5175

216-526-7699
WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

SAVE $$
NOW!

216-291-2523
216-322-9180 (cell))
or

1830 Lee Road, CH

Serving the Heights
for over 20 years!
Call us to set up an appointment
and show us around your house.
We clean YOUR home, like OUR house!
*Refer your friends and your next cleaning is free!

OFFICE NET CENTRAL

Painting, Interior & Exterior
Deck Refinishing, Power Washing
Water Damage Repair, Plastering
Household Repairs
Wallpaper and Drywall

Call Ted Stone

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda

(216) 215-6633
(480) 286-4415
ndacleaning@aol.com

x
x
x
x
x

10% off with ad

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager

N&J Cleaning Service

Promark Snowplowing
“No Deposit Required”
Pay as it snows

On-The-Go Supplement
Packets to Add to Fruit Juice or
in Your Water Bottle

Professional Painting

(216) 371-2354

Fully Insured

(Serving the Heights area for 35 years)

CRAFTMASTER

216-249-4507

CALL WHEN YOU NEED US

SAVE THIS ADVERTISEMENT

MayCourt Apartments
“Classic 1920’s Feel”

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts.
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls.,
Balcony, and Parking Included
Central Laundry Room

Good Credit—Good Terms

$650 - $725
Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager

Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906
2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30

SEITZ
-AGIN
HARDWARE

Slate & Tile
Roof Restoration

xSlate & tile replacement
xFlashings
xCopper work
xGutter cleaning & repair

Service, Quality,
Community

(216) 321-4630
2271 LEE ROAD

(440) 223-6955
CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM

SEITZ-AGIN.COM

Fully insured. Free Estimate & References.

PSYCHIC READINGS

Increaseenergyefficiency

by Grace

How Many Can
You Give Away???

Central Holiday Bazaar!

Repair/Restoreexistingwindows

Reveal Helpful Information
About the Past, Present and Future
Gain Insight into Specific Areas of your Life

SATURDAY, December 11

Maintainthehistoriclook
ofyourHeightshome

You Give Others Their Own
“NO COST” Online Business

MORE COST EFFECTIVE
THAN REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS

Call Grace Today for Your
One FREE Question by Phone

Workspace without the Overhead!

“SMART HOLIDAY SHOPPERS"
FREE admission to the public.
Many vendors with unique items for sale!

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Extra parking at the carwash at the corner!
12414 Euclid Ave. (University Circle Area)
Cleveland, OH 44106

Tel# 216.229.3002 Fax# 216.229.9190
www.OfficeNetCentral.com

OfficeNetCentral@att.net
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MJM Window Restoration




Available for Parties & Banquettes

(216) 799-8829

216-321-7729
			

2079 S. Green Road, South Euclid
23

You Make MONEY on Every
Business You Give Away.

When They EARN,
You EARN…100%

www.SunAndFun-PlanB.com

216-526-7699

www.heightsobserver.org

FALL WINTER 2010
ENROLL
TODAY!

ENROLL
TODAY!

THERE’S MAGIC IN MUSIC!

LEARN SOMETHING NEW!

Our arts-enriched courses
for children birth to age 8
include:

Learn to play an instrument
Join an ensemble
Take a theory course
Attend a Master Class

Music & Movement
Dalcroze Eurhythmics
Music, Math & Movement
Dance Explorers
and much more.
Enroll Today! 216-421-5806, ext. 160
To view our full course catalog visit
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Whether studying for fun or developing
skills as a musician, we teach the joy of
making music.
Enroll Today! 216-421-5806
To view our full course catalog visit
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

UPCOMING FREE EVENTS AT THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

5,
8,
9,
10,
11,

Holiday CircleFest Performances, 1:30 - 5 p.m.
World Music Lecture, 6 p.m.
Student Recital, 7 p.m.
Suzuki Recital, 6 p.m.
Tolmacheva Studio Recital, 3:30 p.m.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

12,
14,
15,
17,
18,

Arts for Us w/members of Burning River Brass, 3 p.m.
Suzuki Holiday Program
Holiday Flute Choir Recital, 3:30 p.m.
Khudayberdieva Piano Studio Recital, 5:30 p.m.
Student Recital, 2 p.m.

5
Now Open
DLQIRUHVW
5&DU:DVK 

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

9, Musical Mix & Mingle, 1:30 p.m.
13, Student Recital, 7 p.m.
16, Voice Performance Class, 2 p.m.
16, Classic Piano Fest, 3 p.m.
19, World Music lecture, 6 p.m.

Programs are generously funded by:

DLQIRUHVW
&DU:DVK 

For more information, call 216-421-5806, ext. 100 or visit www.TheMusicSettlement.org

the residents of
Cuyahoga County
through Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture

11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland, OH 44106

Open

Everyday

7:00AM
9:00PM

The Rainforest
Car Wash,
in Cleveland
Heights, is
5
now open.
Located on
the corner of
Mayfield and Middlehurst (enter
from Middlehurst ), this state of
5DLQIRUHVW&DU
:car
DVK
the art
wash is open to the
public. Featuring a rain forest
theme both inside and out, The
Rainforest
Car Wash will be the
5DLQIRUHVW&DU
:DVK
best car wash you’ve ever had.
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COVENTRY

5DLQIRUHVW&DU:DVK
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