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Fewer residents, more diversity in 
Heights cities
Vince reddy

The recently released results of Census 
2010 revealed population losses over the 
preceding 10 years in both Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights, as well 
as in every bordering community. Cleve-
land Heights’s population dropped 7.7 
percent to 46,121. University Heights’s 
was down 4.3 percent to 13,539.
 Both communities remain diverse 
by Greater Cleveland standards, and 
for the first time, no racial group is 
in a majority in the city of Cleveland 
Heights. The city’s African-American 
population dropped for the first time 
on record—a 6.2 percent drop to 19,587, 
or 42.5 percent of the total population. 
The white population fell 12.4 percent 
to 22,984, or 49.8 percent.
 Gains were registered among 
Asians, who numbered 1,900 at the time 
of the census, a 48.4 percent increase, 
and among Hispanics, who grew in 
number from 791 to 903.
 In University Heights, the black 
population ticked up to 3,133, a 7.4 per-
cent increase, and the white population 
dropped below 10,000 for the first time 
in decades, an 8.9 percent drop to 9,726. 

The city’s Asian population jumped by a 
third to 326, and its Hispanic population 
grew by nearly 70 percent to 374.
 Population losses were much more 
significant in neighboring communi-
ties, with Cleveland losing more than 
80,000 residents and East Cleveland’s 
population dropping by more than a 
third. Cleveland registered a significant 
gain in its Asian population, though, and 
its Hispanic population reached nearly 
40,000. East Cleveland didn’t register 
population gains in any ethnic group 
and, of the 12,523 housing units in the 

city, 4,237, or 33.8 percent, were vacant.
 Not surprisingly, a dramatic increase 
in the number of vacant houses was part 
of the story in nearly every municipality, 
with even relatively stable Beachwood 
showing a 12 percent increase in the 
number of vacant units. In Cleveland 
Heights, the number of housing units 
increased overall, from 21,798 in 2000 
to 22,465 in 2010, but the number of 
vacant units nearly tripled, from 885 to 
2,508. In University Heights, the total 
number of units dropped by about 100, 

Tumeo resigns from 
Cleveland Heights  
City Council
Deanna Bremer fisher

Council Member Mark Tumeo an-
nounced his resignation from Cleveland 
Heights City Council at the March 21 
council meeting. Tumeo is vacating his 
seat for a job that will take him out of 
state. He has accepted the position of 
Dean of the College of Computing, En-
gineering and Construction for the Uni-
versity of North Florida, in Jacksonville. 
His resignation is effective May 17.
 Mark Tumeo was 
the first openly gay 
member to serve on 
the city council. In 
the 2005 municipal 
election, he defeated 
incumbent Jimmie 
Hicks Jr., who had op-
posed the city’s domestic partner regis-
try. Tumeo was a cofounder of Heights 
Families for Equality, the organization 
that pushed for the registry. He was 
reelected for a second term in 2009.
 Tumeo was known for the innova-
tive ideas he brought to council. As chair 
of the council’s Administrative Services 
Committee in 2009, he caused an uproar 
among University Heights residents and 
then-Mayor Beryl Rothschild when he 
suggested that the city consider merg-
ing with Cleveland Heights to create a 
single, larger city that could make more 
efficient use of scarce resources.

continued on page 10

Jazz in Spring benefit concert set for Nighttown

April 7 forum to discuss land use and Oakwood

continued on page 5

Marissa williams

FutureHeights will host an educational 
forum at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 7 at 
Forest Hill Church, 3031 Monticello 
Blvd. in Cleveland Heights, to explore 
the issues and long-term implications 
of redevelopment projects, such as the 
one proposed for the former Oakwood 
Club property.
 The event will focus on current and 
future land use and development needs 
and priorities for Cleveland Heights, 
University Heights and South Euclid 
within the context of Greater Cleve-
land.
 Three panelists are expected to  
participate. They are Terry Schwarz, 
director of Kent State University’s 

Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative; 
Ed Jerse, director of regional collabora-
tion for Cuyahoga County; and Hunter 
Morrison, director of the newly formed 
Northeast Ohio Sustainable Communi-
ties Consortium.
 Forum speakers will address topics 
of particular interest to residents of the 
Heights and South Euclid, including;
•  Retail needs and opportunities in 

Cleveland’s eastern suburbs.
•  Housing trends, needs, and opportuni-

ties in older suburbs.
•  Long-term and regional perspectives 

on how to balance the need for green 
space, maintaining high quality of life, 
and sustainable revenue streams for 
local governments.

 FutureHeights is committed to 
promoting opportunities for the com-
munity to be educated on the issues and 
participate in the public process. This 
forum will emphasize that, regardless 
of the outcome,  process is important 
and citizens should be involved in the 
decisions that affect them and their 
neighborhoods. Decisions about land 
use and development should take into 
consideration long-term implications, 
short-term benefits, and the impacts on 
surrounding communities. Residents of 
South Euclid, Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights, and any other inter-
ested citizens are encouraged to attend.

Marissa Williams is a graduate student at 
CWRU and a FutureHeights intern.

Andrea Davis

What do you call the 6th, 7th and 8th 
grade students that make up Wiley 
Middle School’s Challenge Choir of 
University Heights, Ohio? Returning 
champions. But before this champion-
ship choir can defend its ranking, it 
must raise the funds needed to cover 
travel expenses.
 Wiley Challenge Choir is asking 
the community’s assistance in raising 
$10,000 by purchasing tickets to its Jazz 
in Spring benefit concert. The event will 
take place at 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 
17, at Nighttown, 12387 Cedar Road in 

Cleveland Heights. Tickets are $20 in 
advance and $25 the day of show.  For 
tickets and information call 216-407-
7258 or e-mail wileymscc@gmail.com.
 The Wiley Challenge Choir’s 2011 
Concert Tour, May 11-15, will take the 
students to Birmingham, Alabama, and 
Atlanta, Georgia, and include visits to 
the 16th Street Baptist Church, The 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, The 
Edmund Pettus Bridge (site of Bloody 
Sunday) and the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Visitors’ Center. The tour concludes 
with the choir’s participation in Music 
Showcase Festival’s southern division.

continued on page 7

Mark Tumeo
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Bob rosenbaum

This month, the Heights Observer 
begins its fourth year of publication. 
It’s an underfunded, seat-of-the-pants 
community news organization man-
aged essentially by one staff person, 
compiled by a few dozen regular vol-
unteers, and written by contributors 
numbering in the hundreds.
 Considering all that, I’m not only 
impressed by the impact it seems to 
have, I’m also amazed that it comes 
out month after month. The Heights 
Observer is clearly getting stronger.
 Our first issue ran 16 pages and 
had 10 advertisers. This issue—our 
largest to date—consists of 28 pages 
supported by more than 50 display ad-
vertisers (not including classifieds).
 Our website has grown too. In the 
past 30 days, about 2,600 individuals 
visited HeightsObserver.org. That’s up 

80 percent from just six months ago. 
People made a total of 4,700 visits, up 
101 percent in the same time period; 
and viewed more than 15,000 pages, a 
99 percent increase. Our new blog site 
(blogs.heightsobserver.org/), launched Feb. 
2, already draws more than 3,000 visits 
a month.
 The Heights Observer is self-funded. 
Launched with the help of a few grants, 
it has run for the past two years on the 
revenue generated from advertising. 
But it doesn’t yet generate a surplus.
 Deanna Bremer Fisher wears two 
hats: She is publisher of the newspa-
per and executive director of Future-
Heights (www.futureheights.org), which 
pays a larger share of her salary than it 
should, considering the amount of her 
time that the Observer requires.
 So, the Observer is not yet self-
sustaining. It continues to need sup-
port—indirectly from individuals via 
their FutureHeights membership; and 
directly from businesses, whose adver-
tising purchases go right back into the 
very community they serve.
 Not everything we’ve done has suc-

Celebrating our 4th anniversary

ceeded. Our online forum, conceived 
as a place for open discussion about 
life and issues in the Heights, has never 
really taken off. A few volunteers are 
starting work to revitalize that part 
of the Observer portfolio and would 
welcome help with that.
 On the whole, however, I’m 
pleased with where we stand. I want 
to thank and congratulate our tiny 
staff, our contributors, our regular vol-
unteers, our advertisers and all of our 
readers for playing a role in creating an 
informed and engaged community.

To express your opinion privately, e-mail 
Bob Rosenbaum at bob@therosenbaums.
net. To express your opinion as a letter to 
the editor, register at the Observer Member 
Center (www.futureheights.org) and 
click on “Submit New Story” to contribute 
your letter.

Bob Rosenbaum, chairman of the Ob-
server’s editorial advisory committee 
and FutureHeights board member, writes 
this column to provide transparency and 
understanding about the Observer.

opENINg 
THE obSErvEr

Online exclusives at HeightsObserver.org
musings on the film festival

GARDEN DESIGN & COACHING

WWW.BLOOMCREATIONSDESIGN.COM

landscape and 
garden coach

For all your garden 
questions.

GARDEN DESIGN & COACHING

WWW.BLOOMCREATIONSDESIGN.COM

Proudly presents its

Finale Concert 
At the CHHS Dina Rees Auditorium

Wednesday May 4th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Concert band, Concert

Orchestra & Symphonic Band

Friday, May 6th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Heights High Symphony
Senior Soloist, Catherine Holt
Symphonic Winds & the CHHS Jazz 

Ensemble

*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment
6:30 – 7:30 PM in the Social Room.

Friday, May 13 at 7:00 PM 
Jazz Nite

Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab, Jazz Combos

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org

IMD Cleveland Heights High School               
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

Find these stirring commentaries, and more, at 
Blogs.HeightsObserver.org:

Development
Oakwood: The developer is starting 
to sound angry
I don’t view mitchell Schneider as a bad 
guy in this drama. He is a developer, doing 
what developers do: Turning vacant land 
into occupied land for which others will pay 
rent. I’ve never met him, I’ve never sought 
him out for a conversation; and I’ve already 
stated that as a developer he’s better than 
most in that he seems to keep promises, and 
he’s the rare breed willing to put up his own 
money to get a project started. But he also 
seems to be taking off the gloves now, and 
it’s going to test his credibility.

Georgine Welo, regionalism, and 
reaping what we sow
South Euclid mayor Georgine Welo was 
the East Side’s most outspoken and aggres-
sive proponent of regionalism. Writing for 
Governing magazine back in 2006, Alan 
Greenblatt referred to Welo as a cheer-
leader for regionalism. In 2008, Cleveland 
magazine annointed Welo one of four sub-
urban leaders for regionalism. Last year, 
Welo earned a brief appearance in The 
New metropolis, a documentary about the 
difficulty of old suburbs, and the potential 
solution of regionalism. But since her cam-
paign ended  for County Executive, she 
appears to have put her head down and 
focused on balancing the South Euclid bud-
get—even if it means steamrolling neighbors 
who she once looked to for collaboration.

Schools
New school dashboard sends an  
important message
The district dashboard isn’t the only set of 
metrics that are important to the schools. The 
state’s annual report card obviously mat-
ters a lot. But with large budget cuts coming 
from the state, it’s clear that all public school 
districts need to become closer to their com-
munities – because they’re going to need to 
start asking for more, and larger, levies.

People/Personalities
The nice cable lady
The nice cable lady helped me verify that our 
wireless network connection was working 
and quickly surmised that the issue was on her 
end. She said she was going to re-boot my 
modem, and I was mesmerized as its lights im-
mediately dimmed, then one by one re-lit and 
restored my Internet connection. I ... marveled 
at how she could reach through miles of fiber 
optic cable, sitting in her cubicle at the cable 

company, and magically fix my modem. She 
laughed, and I made another joke about how 
it was kind of spooky to think about how much 
power the cable company really has. “I get 
that a lot,” the nice cable lady said.

Cool people I know: Rick Porrello
It was in the fall of our sophomore year that 
mobster Danny Greene was blown up. The 
event struck me as fascinating, and it obvi-
ously had a bigger impact on Rick. Through-
out high school, Rick talked about wanting 
to go into law enforcement, which struck me 
as ridiculous, as anyone who heard him play 
would know as well as I that he could, should, 
would become a professional jazz drummer. 

The Hostess
Bobbie loved to host little gatherings, and 
would spend hours preparing her favorite 
goodies, for the joy of watching you eat 
them. When my wife would protest and say 
she should stop, Bobbie would scold her and 
say, “No one’s counting, dear, have anoth-
er.” One of her favorite pasttimes was din-
ing out. Wherever we went she’d be warmly 
greeted on a first-name basis by the maitre 
de. Bobbie would whisper to him or her, “I’m 
the hostess,” to get a jump on our regular 
argument about who was paying for dinner 
that night. I learned to defer more times than 
not when she peered over her glasses with a 
look that said, “Don’t go there.”
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  Hannheatingcooling.com  

 Call 216-932-9755

There’s a better way to keep cool this summer...

Mention this discount when scheduling. Tune-up 
allows for 45 minutes of labor per system; parts 
and labor for repairs additional. Valid during normal 
workday hours (M-F; 8-3:30). One discount per 
visit. Excludes non-standard and attic A/C systems.  
Expires 7/31/2011

So Schedule your 
Air Conditioning Tune-Up Now!  

Only $89

HEATING  
COOLING / PLUMBING

   2277 Lee Rd, Cleveland Hts.     
    Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462 

Yes! to green space

Ralph Solonitz (artist and writer) was born in 1947 in Munich, Germany, the son of 
Holocaust survivors. He began doodling very early, first in German and a few years 
later in English. His father gave him motivational advice: “Stop your doodling, you are 
vasting time and vill amount to nutting.” Fast forward 55 years, thousands of dollars 
in therapy and he still can’t stop doodling.

plan discourages Oakwood rezoning
Editor:
First Interstate Properties’ request be-
fore the South Euclid’s Planning Com-
mission to rezone the Oakwood Club 
property from residential to commercial 
big-box use directly conflicts with the 
South Euclid Comprehensive Plan 2000 
and Update 2010. 
 The South Euclid Comprehensive 
Plan specifically states that if Oakwood 
were to become available for redevelop-
ment it should not be rezoned to accom-
modate commercial development. Citing 
a “plethora of retail choices outside the 
City to meet the needs of residents” and 
specifically discouraging commercial 
expansion along the Warrensville Road 
corridor, the plan was written when the 
city knew the land was for sale. Despite 
this, planners in 2010 reconfirmed the 
policy of having Oakwood remain zoned 
for residential use.
 Now South Euclid City Council, as 
it works to move this legislation through 
quickly, is requesting the Planning Com-
mission revise the wording of the plan to 
rescind the Oakwood residential zoning 
recommendations that were made in 
2000 and 2010.
 Fast tracking a major commercial 

big-box development on the Warrensville 
Road corridor now in 2011-–a develop-
ment whose economic and quality-of-life 
impacts are largely unknown, due to a 
lack of independent study and citizen 
participation-–flies in the face of the 
Comprehensive Plan recommendations.
 According to Institute for Self 
Reliance, “City officials are under no 
obligation to change established zoning 
policies to accommodate a developer. 
Indeed, doing so may be considered 
arbitrary ‘spot zoning’—the rezoning 
of a single parcel to benefit a property 
owner rather than carry out an objec-
tive of the comprehensive plan—which 
courts have deemed illegal.” 
 First Interstate Properties com-
pleted its purchase of the property in 
late 2010, taking a gamble on being 
able to sell a big-box development, an 
archaic retail model in the 21st century, 
to South Euclid. The Oakwood Com-
mons project is not consistent with the 
stated development plans and objectives 
of the City of South Euclid. Is this spot 
zoning in action?

Sarah Wean
Cleveland Heights

Oakwood postcard response is deceptive
Editor,
In the Observer article “South Euclid 
to hold public meeting on Oakwood 
rezoning,” one paragraph, apparently 
extracted from the McKenna report, 
caught my attention:
 “McKenna Associates stated that 
the public opinion is important when 
considering rezoning and that the public 
appears to support the project, based on 
response to a mailing conducted by the 
developer. First Interstate sent 13,000 
mailers to South Euclid and Cleveland 
Heights residents adjacent to the project 
site, asking them to mail in a postcard if 
they supported the project. 169 people 
responded positively, while only 19 
people mailed in the postcard stated that 
they did not support the rezoning.”
 My back yard overlooks the Oak-
wood property. My wife and I received 
the brochure from First Interstate 
several weeks ago. We remember the 
postcard well. It said something to the 
effect “mail this in if you are in favor of 
the Oakwood Commons development.” 
There was no place on the card to indi-
cate that you WERE NOT in favor of 
the project. My wife and I are strong 
opponents of the project, and we con-

Slow down Oakwood for regional perspective

Editor:

We share many concerns with oppo-
nents of the proposed Oakwood devel-
opment plan. We also appreciate the 
need for local tax revenue that the pro-
posed development may provide, and 
the opportunity to increase recreational 
park land in both Cleveland Heights and 
South Euclid. The decisions we make 
to develop this unique property will 
have long-term consequences in both 
communities and our East Side region. 
Therefore, we believe development of 
the former Oakwood Country Club 
property is an opportunity for regional 
cooperation and gain, rather than just 
what is best for Cleveland Heights or 
South Euclid.  
 Proponents of the big-box retail de-
velopment proposed for Oakwood claim 
more competing retail will somehow fill 
the languishing Cedar Center North 
development with large numbers of new 
retailers and residents. No reasonable 
assessment of our retail health, at this 
time, supports this argument. If Wal-
mart, or a similar retailer becomes the 
anchor store in the current Oakwood 
development plans, our population 
will continue to decline; and property 
values will fall as commercial vacancies 
grow from local merchants unable to 
survive competition with another big-
box retailer. This is not sound regional 
planning.
 Supporters claim that First Inter-
state’s Oakwood development proposal 
is the best we can do under the circum-
stances of this private property sale; 
that we need to support First Interstate 
because they will develop the property 
with appropriate diligence to environ-
mental issues and traffic congestion; 
and that Cleveland Heights and South 
Euclid have the right to do whatever 

sidered putting a big red X over the card 
and sending it. But then we thought that 
every postcard received may be counted 
in favor, so we elected to just discard the 
brochure and postcard.
 The implication of the paragraph 
you quoted is that there was a fair com-
parison of “yeas” and “nays,” and that 
the ratio 169 to 19 is indicative of the 
level of support for Oakwood Commons. 
Clearly, this is deliberate deception. The 
wording of the instructions was carefully 
crafted, indicating that the writers were 
well aware of the deception.
 It should also be pointed out that the 
postcards were addressed to South Euclid 
City Hall, not to First Interstate. Hence, 
there appears to be complicity in the de-
ception by Mayor Welo’s administration.
 The only conclusion one can draw 
from the postcard experiment is that 
only 169 out of 13,000 households 
support Oakwood Commons strongly 
enough to bother to return a pre-paid 
postcard, while 19 households are so 
strongly opposed that they went to the 
trouble of modifying their postcards.

Rich Sones
Cleveland Heights

they determine is in the best interest 
of their cities.
 We simply suggest slowing down 
the process to generate and explore 
options that may better serve the long-
term needs of both communities and 
this region. 
 We should explore partnerships in-
volving all interested East Side commu-
nities and organizations, and not rush to 
build at Oakwood until a regional plan 
and partnerships are created to guide 
the process. What kind of commercial 
or residential development is best for 
all? How much green space should we 
preserve? What other options should 
we consider?
 A regional plan would give our cities 
more bargaining power with developers, 
unite our communities, and most likely 
result in a plan for Oakwood develop-
ment that would truly stimulate growth 
and enhance the marketability and vital-
ity of our region. Contrast this potential 
outcome with what we have now, which 
is narrowly focused with substantial op-
position in both cities where the debate 
is centered.   
 Municipalities can no longer afford 
to be insular. We need to think broadly 
and ask what kind of communities we 
want. What mix of businesses do we 
need? Can multiple communities col-
laborate and pool resources to find the 
best outcome to this difficult develop-
ment question?
 If we take the time to ask these 
questions, we are confident we will find 
answers to maximize positive outcomes 
with the Oakwood opportunity, with 
widespread support, that will enhance 
and help sustain our region for many 
years to come.  

Lisa P. Gaynier & Michael J. Gaynier
Cleveland Heights



Heights Observer April 5, 2011    www.heightsobserver.org4

LETTErS/opinion

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

Discount on Kitchens, Bathrooms, Recreation Rooms,  
Siding, Windows & Insulation 

Financing Available 
1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 

www.class1pavers.com 

Save 30%! 

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

WASHINGTON & LEE 
AUTO SERVICE

Voted Best Auto  
Service 2009,  
Readers Poll,  
Heights Observer!

Combined 109 Years of 
Experience

Exhaust Repair and  
Custom Pipe Bending

Locally Owned &  
Operated

We service domestic 
and import vehicles and 
light duty trucks.

Need something  
welded? Call us.

2080 Lee Road,  Cleveland Heights

(216) 371-2850
Mon-Fri 7 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. by Appt.

Now Offering 

Refined and 

Recycled Motor 

Oil! S
aving the 

Planet One Oil 

Change at a 

Time!

Cleveland Heights: a hyper-vigilant 
parking meter enforcement zone

Ralph Solonitz is an artist and writer and longtime resident of University Heights.

Coventry feels the madness of March

Editor,

March Madness . . . From office pools to 
the President’s bracket, we Americans 
seem obsessed by this tournament. This 
past weekend, people crowded into 
Panini’s, McNulty’s and The Winking 
Lizard to eat, drink and cheer on their 
favorite school(s). It was great to see the 
street packed with people from noon to 
late at night.
 This was a special year for us Cleve-
landers as our city hosted the first round 
of the Men’s Division 1 at Quicken 
Loans Arena. The tournament and the 
people attending the games have had 
a huge financial impact on Cleveland, 
especially the Rock Hall, the Warehouse 
District and East 4th Street.
 Well, us folks in Coventry Village 
also felt a bump in business from out-of-
towners who elected to explore our city 
and the Coventry neighborhood. These 
adventurous people got online and read 
about how cool and special Coventry is. 
They were not disappointed!
 These basketball fans were easy to 
spot. The folks from Syracuse wearing 

orange, Xavier supporters wore team 
jerseys and sweatshirts, etc. I made it 
a point to schmooze with these special 
tourists. Each and every one of them 
could not stop talking about what a 
wonderful neighborhood Coventry is. 
 They loved the mix of stores and 
restaurants. They were surprised that 
we had independent book, record and 
toy stores. An indie coffee shop was 
a relief to those who saw Starbucks 
all over their home turfs. They raved  
about the variety and ethnicity of 
restaurants on the street. They were 
impressed by the number of cool  
clothing and jewelry stores, too. Most 
of all, they loved the way the street 
looked.
 They all want to come back and said 
that they are going to tell their family 
and friends about our beloved neighbor-
hood.

Coventry Village . . . take a bow.

Steve Presser 
Marketing director,  Coventry Village  
Special Improvement District.

Taylor road rehab plan quietly ignores  
residents’ need for wider tree lawns
Douglas whipple 

The plan to narrow South Taylor Road 
between Euclid Heights Blvd. and May-
field Road, from seven lanes to five, is an  
improvement that is long overdue.
 This brilliant idea is tarnished, 
however, because the Cleveland Heights 
administration is allocating all of the 
liberated land to the commercial zoning 
east of South Taylor, and offering noth-
ing to the residents on west side of the 
heavily traveled roadway.
 This misallocation of land was never 
presented to city residents but instead 
was conjured up behind closed doors.
 The residents of the homes on the 
west side of South Taylor Road have a 
keen interest in the redesign of the road. 
Whenever the city is pummeled with 
a heavy snow, convoys of snowplows 
throw three lanes worth of ice and snow 
across the thin tree lawn that currently 
exists. This creates an ongoing hazard to 
South Taylor residents and others who 
need to use the sidewalk—particularly 
children, the elderly and the disabled. 
When passable, the sidewalk is used 
by many to access school buses, RTA 
shelters and shopping, and to walk their 
pets.
 The plowing after the March 11 
snowstorm generated a barrier of snow in 
driveway aprons that was—literally—knee 
deep. The residential sidewalk was pep-
pered with ice boulders weighing up to 15 
pounds. There was a time when a city Bob-
cat cleared the sidewalks on South Taylor 

Road, but that service ceased abruptly 
after the voters rejected a tax levy.
 The city’s position—that it elicited 
public input on the South Taylor reha-
bilitation project—is only partially true. 
This so-called public input was in March 
2002, nine years ago. More significantly, 
the current design is substantially dif-
ferent from what was presented at that 
public meeting. 
 In 2002, the residents were present-
ed with cross-section and aerial diagrams 
of the existing conditions, and several 
alternative conceptual designs. The con-
sensus at the time was that Concept C 
was the superior alternative. Among the 
features was a substantially wider tree 
lawn and sidewalk on the west side of 
the road, adorned with shade trees. The 
recommendation in 2002 was that the 
tree lawns should have a minimum width 
of 10 feet, with 12 feet being considered 
ideal.
 Records show that city officials later 
modified Concept C to eliminate this 
desirable feature, but took no steps to 
inform the public—including residents 
of South Taylor Road—of the change. 
The evidence suggests that the current, 
modified design has never been present-
ed to the public. A NOACA review team 
recommended a 15-foot tree lawn and 
sidewalk on the west side of the road, 
but the city rejected the suggestion.
 The city acknowledged in an August 
2009 document that it was responsible 
for conducting a public hearing on the 

continued on page 7
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HoME rEModELing Fair

Saturday, april 9th at Cleveland Heights City Hall
Sponsored by Home repair resource Center

9:30     registration

9:30–1:30 “ask an Expert” 
professionals specializing in the following areas:
(Individual advice tables; drop by) 
• asphalt 
• Basement Waterproofing 
• Carpentry 
• Concrete 
• doors & Windows (9:30–12:15) 
• Electrical 
• Exterior painting 
• Heating & Cooling 
• insulation 
• Masonry 
• plumbing 
• roofing

 plus general advice from:          
• HrrC repair instructor 
• CH Housing preservation office
• Talk with a Lender about Financing Your project  
• ask about Energy audits
• ask about Historic preservation/Exterior paint Color Choices (10–noon)   
• ask about Lead-Safe remodeling/get a paint Chip analyzed for Lead     

10:00–1:30 “ask an architect”
Call 216-381-6100 to schedule a free individual 45-minute consultation with an 
architect to help you prepare for a home remodeling project. 

10:00 – 11:00  Workshop:  Kitchen remodeling
11:15 – 12:15  Workshop:  Bathroom remodeling
12:30 – 1:30  Workshop:  Choosing new Windows &   
 doors

all day: HrrC’s contractor evaluation books

• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard andgarden
amakeover this spring!
We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One FREE HOUR of landscape design/
consultation services – A $75.00 value.

Offer good through June 30, 2011.
Code:HOB0411

2011 CoMMUniTY HoME rEModELing Fair

and the number of vacant units more 
than doubled, to 438.
 Looking at Cuyahoga County in its 
entirety, population losses continued, 
in keeping with a decades-long pattern. 
Overall, the county’s population dropped 
by more than 100,000 to 1,280,122, with a 
13.3 percent drop in the white population 
as the main reason.
 The county’s African-American 
population remained almost unchanged, 

Fewer residents continued from page 1

at 380,198, and both the Asian and 
Hispanic populations showed gains of 
more than 30 percent. A small increase 
in the number of housing units in the 
county was offset by by the 68.8 per-
cent increase in the number of vacant 
units—76,707 out of 621,763-—in April 
2010.

Vince Reddy, a 14-year resident of Cleveland 
Heights, is a FutureHeights board member.

Master HandyMan, LLC
Carpentry • Plumbing • Roof Repairs • Electrical

We Specialize in Garage Repairs

CaLL dan at (216) 324-1369
sinCe 1991      LiCensed • Bonded • insured

Restorative Cosmetic Masonry Specialist
“Tuck-Point” Turner

Specialists in restoring “Heirloom” Homes built before 1950
The Only Lime-Registered Mason in Ohio 

(Source – Cleveland Restoration Society)

Top-shelf products & methods to restore your Antique Brickwork!
20 (Yes, Twenty!) YEAR mortar guarantee 

In Masonry Since 1974
• Insured  •  References Available Upon Your Request  •  A “Green” Business

Artisans, NOT Bricklayers
Find samples of my work on FACEBOOK!

Do you need restoration & repairs?

Call me, today!

440-716-0919
TuckPointTurner@aol.com

Tommy’s T-Shirt Design Contest 

Deadline for entries is May 1st! 

Requirements on t-shirt 
 

 Use the new Flash image 
 Include our name, address, phone 

number and website 
 Include the name “Coventry Village” 
 

$250 prize for best design! 

Call out to all designers - professional or amateur! 
We want you to design our mascot Flash a new t-shirt! 

For contest rules and to submit entries contact scott.tommys@gmail.com  
Entries to be submitted in either JPEG, TIF or PNG format. 
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Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter for over 35 Years!

ExteriorInterior

Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

UnivErSiTY HEigHTS nEWS

Anita Kazarian  

Being lost is not always a bad thing. My 
mother was an intrepid global traveler. 
To her, getting lost meant adventures 
along the way. Along comes GPS. The 
only problem with a GPS system is you 
need a destination. Without one, it may 
as well be a baloney sandwich.
 Remember Alice in Wonderland? 
Alice asks the Cat, “Would you tell me, 
please, which way I ought to go from 
here?” The Cat says, “That depends a 
good deal on where you want to get 
to.” Alice did not “much care where,” 
to which the Cat said, “Then it doesn’t 
matter which way you go.”
 Being lost and not knowing where 
you “want to get to” are opposites. lost 
means you have a destination. Individu-
als, businesses and governments operate 
under the same principle: you need a 
destination or nothing happens.
 The launch of Sputnik on October 4, 
1957 led to President Kennedy announc-
ing the goal of sending an American to 
the moon before the end of that decade. 
We had an agenda and we succeeded.
 In contrast, University Heights City 
Council committees seem to be more like 
Alice. Public records show that since 2008, 
committee meetings rarely take place and 
the same agendas are still with us.
 Council committee meetings are the 
nuts and bolts of the legislative process. 
Voters have the opportunity to be part 
of the process in these public meetings. 
Committees present recommendations 
to council. When council votes yes, the 
mayor begins work to make it so.
 At the 20 council meetings held each 
year, the mayor requests reports from 
committee chairs. Public records show 
that for 64 of these meetings, since 2008, 
most said, “No report, Mayor.” Since Jan. 
2008, five current council members have 
served on these committees.
 Building Committee, Vice-
Mayor Frankie Goldberg, chair. Six 
meetings recorded since January 2008. 
The agenda item “Review Section 8 
housing, vacant properties/foreclosures” 
appears 60 times. The question arises: 
If not discussed in committee, is it ever 
discussed? If yes, where and what are the 
results? “No report, Mayor.”
 Civic Information, Frank Con-
solo, chair. Three meetings recorded 
since January 2008. The following 
agenda items “Review citizen advisory 
committee,” “Website, e-mail, cable TV, 
Internet, publications,” and “Advertise-
ments in city publications” appear 60 
times. Added in 2010 is “Joining a senior 
network in another community.” What 
are the results? “No report, Mayor.”
 Finance, Steven Sims, chair. Coun-

cil allocated $2,000 to a March 15, 2011 
special council retreat. Vice-Mayor 
Goldberg said, at the retreat, “I would 
love a full-time grant writer” with the 
other four councilmen appearing to 
agree. “Part-time grant writer” has been 
on the Finance Committee’s agenda 
since January 2008, until it mysteri-
ously dropped off in 2010. Why allocate 
$2,000 for a special retreat to discuss 
this and not address it in committee? 
Where is the committee report? 
 Debt policy has been on the agenda 
since January 2008. Cities have capital 
budgets and use debt to buy the big 
things. We borrowed $800,000 to pave 
University Parkway in 2009.
 Why borrow $800,000 for one 
project, but not others—an ambulance/
squad vehicle at $150,000; computerize 
the building department at $10,000; 
refurbish a truck for $5,000? These 
are on hold because debt policy sat in 
Finance Committee from October 2007 
until it mysteriously disappeared from 
the agenda in 2010. Why?
 Today’s finance vision for our fu-
ture is contemplating a “Contract with 
Neopost for the new postage machine.” 
Again, “No report, Mayor.”
 Governmental Affairs, Kevin 
Murphy, chair 2008–09. There is no 
record of meetings in 2008 or 2009. 
“No report, Mayor.”
 Recreation, Frankie Goldberg, 
chair 2008–09; Kevin Murphy, chair 
2009-11. Three meetings recorded in 
2008, none since. Agenda items “Study 
new recreational activity,” “Explore 
regional community recreation center,” 
“Pocket parks and bike routes” and 
“Parking/housing recreational vehicles” 
appear 60 times from 2008. “No report, 
Mayor.”
 Safety, Steve Bullock, chair. Four 
meetings recorded since January 2008. 
Agenda item “Require landscaper reg-
istration” appears 60 times. “No report, 
Mayor.”
 University Affairs and Resolu-
tion, Frank Consolo, chair. This 2008 
committee appears to have met four 
times. JCU was diligent in providing 
its 5-year plan as a basis for resolving 
city/university issues. Lack of follow-up 
meetings by this committee to work on 
issues may have contributed to frustra-
tions leading to the lawsuit JCU filed 
against city council.
 Planning and Development, 
Kevin Murphy, chair. Formed in 2008. 
No record of any meeting.
 University Heights is a vibrant city 
and, with solid legislation, will continue 
to be so. Let’s get to work, hold regular 
committee meetings and resolve the 
listed agenda items. This work needs 
to get done. Unlike Alice, most of us in 
UH do care which way we go.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional, 
founder of Noah’s landing, llC, and a long-
time resident of University Heights. 

Committee agendas in wonderland

poinT oF viEW

Senior Gatherings at UH library
Sherri wisnieski

Senior Gatherings continue on Thurs-
days at the University Heights Library. 
The following topics have been an-
nounced for April:
April 7, 2 p.m. Dr. Stacey Gorniak, 
Cleveland Clinic, on Manual Dexterity 
and Aging; Sherry Gavanditti, media 
specialist at Menorah Park, on Free 
Transportation Service.
April 14, 2 p.m. Kathleen Crowther, 
president of the Cleveland Restoration 
Society, on the History, Mission and 
Impact of Historic Preservation in the 
Community

April 21, 2 p.m. To celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Peace Corps, Cleve-
land volunteers John and Kathy Baker 
will share their experiences in Romania; 
Michael Lonsdale will talk about his 
time in Zambia.
April 28, 2 p.m. Virginia Marti Veith, 
president of the Virginia Marti College 
of Art and Design, with husband Herb, 
will discuss Mission to the Fatherless in 
Kenya.
 For additional information, call 216-
397-0336.

Sherri Wisnieski is administrative assistant 
to UH Mayor Susan Infeld.

Support Home Repair Resource Center
when you shop and learn at

A percentage of each purchase benefi ts HRRC.

Join us for free workshops
at Bremec on the Heights Garden Center:

Saturday, April 23 Saturday, April 30
11 am  Pruning Trees  11 am  Pruning Shrubs

 2 pm    Basic Gardens  2 pm Basic Gardens
Sunday, April 24 Sunday, May 1

11 am Harvesting the Rain  11 am  Harvesting the Rain
 2 pm Cottage Gardens  2 pm Cottage Gardens

Call (216) 932-0039 for workshop reservations.

Gift cards are available, so you can make your 
purchase later and still help HRRC.

*Excludes contractor & commercial sales, and service 
charges (such as delivery charges or tree planting fees.)

Visit www.hrrc-ch.org for more details.

Bremec on the Heights is located at 
13410 Cedar Rd., just west of Taylor

April 17 - May 1, 2011

Advertise in the Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org
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MAC’S MARATHON 
Same location since 1977 

 
2 Certified ASE Master Technicians 

All Types of Mechanical Repairs 
Domestic & Import, Light Truck & Auto Repair 

Licensed E Check Repair Facility 
 

 
 
 

 

1828 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Heights 
216.321.3113 

macs9577@sbcglobal.net 
 

Reliable. Honest. 100% Satisfaction. 
 

Windshield Wiper. BUY ONE/GET ONE FREE with ad 

Scott Berman Ken Block 

Ohio Lottery We Recycle 

(216) 321.7355
2194 Lee Road

Great for Lunch
Call Ahead, We’ll be Ready

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

FEBRUARy 22, 2011
Councilman Phil Ertel and Vice mayor Frankie 
Goldberg were excused.

Closing of trauma center
Resident Anita Kazarian spoke on behalf of 
the First Suburbs Consortium concerning the 
closing of the trauma center at Huron hospital. 
East Cleveland is asking its neighbors for help 
to solve the problems caused by the closing. 
Kazarian urged council members to attend the 
February 28 meeting at the New Covenant 
Church.

Merchants association
The Cedar/Taylor area formed a merchants 
association to pool ideas that will increase the 
area’s appeal to shoppers.

Black History celebration
In celebration of Black History month, Council-
man Consolo introduced Wiley middle School 
Choral Director Glen Brackens. Thirteen choir 
members sang three songs each representing a 
specific period. They were “Rock-a-my- Soul”, 
“my Girl”, and “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”
 Cuyahoga County Council President 
C. Ellen Connally spoke, often directly to the 
students, urging them to register to vote when 
they become eighteen, stay in northeast Ohio, 
and go to college or get special training at Tri-C 
after high school.
 She also explained briefly the workings 
of the new county council, and the hard work 
required of it to create regulations and policies 
stipulated by the new county charter. She invited 
University Heights council members to come and 
address the new county council.

Payments owed the Port Authority
Virginia Benjamin, bond counsel for the city, 
explained the financial tangle concerning the 
payments owed to the Port Authority. mayor 
Infeld gave a brief history of bond payments 
missed, an audit that uncovered a 2005 agree-
ment, several parties’ concerns, and the CHUH 
schools never receiving their deserved surplus 
funds. Although a decision to sign the agree-
ment must be made soon, council first wants 
assurances that the city is protected against 

future liability. Council plans to invite Price Finley 
of Bricker & Eckler and/or Julie Burkart of Argus 
to meet with council before the next meeting.

Leadership Effectiveness Retreat
Council passed a motion to hire Sylvester murray 
to facilitate a council work session entitled “Uni-
versity Heights Leadership Effectiveness Retreat” 
and to allocate $2,000 for the meeting, of which 
$1,000 was the consultant’s fee. Councilman 
murphy voted no.

Sidewalk cleaning
Service Director Rob Jamieson reported his de-
partment is going street by street to clean up after 
the ice storm. The city does not clean the sidewalk 
unless there’s 6 to 7 inches of snow buildup. With 
no overtime pay, sidewalks of the most heavily 
used streets will be cleaned first.

LWV observer: Carol Gibson

mARCH 7, 2011
Councilmen Steven Bullock and Steven Sims were 
excused.

Sun Press article
Former council members Adele Zucker and Ste-
ven Bennett stated that the Sun Press incorrectly 
reported the history of city council taking their 
own minutes.

Recognition of service
Council recognized Lieutenant Damion Pasternak 
and Lieutenant David Novine for thirty years of 
service to the city. Each man will receive a plaque 
with council members’ signatures.

B’Nei Torah special-use permit
B’Nei Torah, a small orthodox congregation, is 
seeking a special-use permit to build a synagogue 
at 2588 and 2596 South Green Road after the 
demolition of two homes on the site. A small vari-
ance is necessary to accommodate the 14,000 
square foot building on the three-acre site. Jack 
Bialasky, an architect with Bialasky and Partners, 
showed numerous drawings accompanied by 
detailed explanations.
 Residents Suzanne Tishkoff and Stuart 
mandel of S. Green Road, and Ruth Dancyger 
and Doris miller from Villas on the Green were 

among those who spoke against the project 
citing concerns about drainage, light pollution, 
noise level, and traffic increases. An overarching 
concern was that the residential nature of the 
neighborhood would be compromised. Grant 
Dinner of Washington Boulevard pointed out 
that he and many others sought out a neighbor-
hood that had a synagogue within easy walking 
distance from home.
 Councilman Consolo said he accepted the 
planning commission’s recommendation to issue 
a special-use permit for the synagogue, saying 
the commission had the best interest of everyone 
in mind. Council unanimously approved moving 
forward.

Sweepstakes terminal cafes
A vote on the first reading of an ordinance to 
extend the temporary moratorium on sweep-
stakes terminal cafes for two months failed due 
to a “no” vote by Councilman murphy.  Discus-
sion involved weighing the benefit of increased 
revenue for the city by working with the cafes 
against the trouble gambling might introduce. 
most on council wanted more time to consider 
what action to take, but mr. murphy felt it was 
more productive to work with the cafes.

LWV observer: Carol Gibson

Look for earlier, and often expanded, post-
ings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstracted 
from LWV observers’ written reports. The sum-
maries have been edited and prepared by Anne 
mcFarland, Charlene morse and maryann 
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or 
join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters Cuya-
hoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany 
any redistribution of these reports.

UH fire station offers 
free smoke detectors

Anita Kazarian

As part of a new policy, the University 
Heights Fire Department is giving away 
free state-of-the-art smoke detectors at 
the firehouse 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. All University Heights residents 
can pick up detectors at the station, 
which is next to City Hall, on Silsby 
Road at Warrensville Center Road. 
 Some people have been reluctant to 
have fire department personnel come 
into their homes to install the devices. 
The new policy, however, is designed to 
make sure there are no reasons left to 
avoid getting a smoke detector. Mayor 
Susan Infeld, Fire Chief John Pitchler 
and Fire Prevention Captain Steve Ine-
man want every house and apartment 
to have these life-saving detectors.
 The main advantage is that the bat-
tery lasts for 10 years, so the devices do 
not require freequent battery replace-
ments.
 Futhermore, the detector takes care 
of three kinds of danger: smoldering 
matter that has yet to burst into flames, 
flash flame that starts without smoke, 
and a dead battery in the device.
 More than 85 percent of all people 
who died in fires in Ohio since 2008 did 
not have functioning smoke detectors. 
During the first 18 days of 2011 alone, 
10 people died in seven house fires—
houses that did not have functioning 
smoke detectors.
 University Heights has been giving 
away smoke detectors to its residents 
since early 2009. City code requires smoke 
detectors at Point-of-Sale inspection. 
 According to Steve Ineman, free 
fire inspections are available to UH 
residents.
 “If a resident wants a free home fire 
safety inspection, just telephone me at 
216-320-8529 to schedule an appoint-
ment,” he said.
 Residents can call 216-321-1939 to 
schedule free installation of the detec-
tors in their homes or they can go to the 
fire station, pick them up and install the 
device themelves.
 This free program is available to all 
UH residents in houses and apartments, 
regardless of income. 

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional, 
founder of Noah’s Landing, LLC and a 29-
year resident of UH. Contact her at anitaka-
zarian@gmail.com.

environmental aspects of the project, yet 
there is no indication that any such hearing 
was held. This would have been an oppor-
tunity for the public to express concerns 
about how the rehabilitation project, could 
provide a solution to the natural and man-
made accumulation of snow and ice in the 
driveways and sidewalks.
 At least one member of city council 
has expressed concern about the his-
tory of this rehabilitation project and 
is evaluating the information that has 
come to light. Perhaps there will be 
those who, having evaded the gauntlet 

of public scrutiny for nine years, will 
insist that too much time has passed to 
tolerate critical citizen input.
 Yet, in light of the city’s recent 
commitment to sound principles of 
sustainability, it only makes sense that 
the Taylor Road Rehabilitation Project 
should proceed based on a design that 
is more insightful than expedient. Given 
that construction is scheduled to begin 
this year, time is of the essence.

Douglas Whipple has been a resident of 
Cleveland Heights for sixteen years.

taylOr rOad continued from page 4

 Last year, Wiley’s choir performed 
for the United States Congress, before 
competing in Music Showcase Festival’s 
eastern division in Richmond, Virginia. 
Wiley placed first in every division—
show choir, concert choir and gospel 
choir. In addition to the choir’s clean 
sweep, three individuals received superior 
ratings for their performances.  
 Reflecting the name of the group, 
Wiley Challenge Choir is also deter-
mined to accomplish another goal while 
in Atlanta—securing national ranking as 
one of the best choirs in the country, a 
feat it accomplished seven years ago.
 This audition-only middle school 
choir has performed at the Apollo 
Theater in New York City, Cleveland’s 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church, home of civil 
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; 
on WKYC TV3’s Good Company Today; 
and in WJW TV8 News’s Morning Glory 
Competition.
 Wiley Challenge Choir’s mission is 
to embrace and empower youth through 
music education. Those wishing to make 
donations on behalf of  the choir can 
show their support at any Huntington 
Bank location or by clicking the “Donor” 
link at the choir’s website, www.wileycc.
com.

Andrea Davis is a freelance writer and blogger who 
is interested in promoting discussion in the CH-UH 
area on an array of topics.

nigHttOwn continued from page 1
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five police departments form partnership for 
mutual aid during emergencies

For Passover

For Easter 

For Mother’s Day

Every Day

NothiNg tastes Better thaN Mitchell’s chocolates

2285 Lee Road • 216.932.3200
www.mitchellsfinechocolates.com

Kristy Napier

In light of the financial hardships grip-
ping many communities, five suburban 
police departments formalized an alli-
ance last month to share resources in the 
event of serious emergencies.
 Beachwood, Euclid, South Euclid, 
Shaker Heights and University Heights 
have created the EDGE partnership— 
Eastside Departments Group Enforce-
ment Teams. Under the agreement, each 
city will provide equipment, personnel 
and other services as needed in case of 
an unusual emergency in any of the cit-
ies.
 A  brief and quiet signing ceremony 
took place at Shaker Heights City Hall 
on March 15, during which the five 
police chiefs signed the memorandum 
of understanding, making the EDGE 
initiative official. The agreement was 
also signed by the mayor of each city.
 “This is a wonderful example of 
regional cooperation,” said Earl M. 
Leiken, mayor of Shaker Heights, at the 
start of the meeting.
 EDGE aims to maintain, or even 
exceed, expected service levels in each 
community, despite the possibility that 
each city may face budget cuts. The 
partnership provides mutual aid and ex-
change of specialized police units such 
as SWAT, narcotics and crime scene 
investigation.
 “The sharing of police services and 
resources is not only more efficient and 
cost effective, it also raises the level of 
service that we’re able to provide to our 
residents on a daily basis,” said Scott 
Lee, Shaker Heights police chief.

 According to Gary Stehlik, Uni-
versity Heights police chief, the idea 
of combining such resources has been 
around for some time. “The chiefs have 
been talking about this for two years 
now,” he said. “We wanted to do a lot 
of things to save money.”
 The primary goal is to create a uni-
fied SWAT team that can be shared, 
Stehlik said. In this way, each city can 
rely on one cost-effective SWAT team 
instead of struggling to maintain its 
own.
 Cleveland Heights is not partici-
pating. Police Chief Jeffrey Robertson, 
who was promoted after the retirement 
of long-time CH police chief Martin 
Lentz, said the opportunity wasn’t there 
for Cleveland Heights to join immedi-
ately. He added that the door is open 
for the city to join in the future.
 Robertson said he has been invited  
to attend future meetings. “I have been 
in contact with the other chiefs,” he 
said, “And right now, we’re looking at 
resources to see how Cleveland Heights 
can fit into the program. We have a 
bomb squad, and that’s a resource we 
could possibly offer.”
 Communities joining EDGE will pay 
a $5,000 annual fee, to be used for equip-
ment maintenance, training, tuition 
reimbursements and other services.
 For more information on the EDGE 
Team, contact Shaker Heights Police 
Chief Scott Lee at 216-491-1240.

Kristy Napier is a freelance writer and 
photographer who has lived in Cleveland 
Heights her entire life.

New group launches book drive in April 
and May for elementary students
Lisa Manzari

After planning, talking and listening to 
school leaders, parents and concerned 
community members, a new group found-
ed in Cleveland Heights is ready to act. 
“Go Public! Great Schools are Everybody’s 
Business” will hit the ground running this 
month with a book and magazine drive 
for grades K–5, held from April 15–May 
15 throughout the community. 
 “We thought a book and magazine 
drive would be a perfect vehicle to 
involve the community in helping our 
schools,” said Joan Spoerl, who has 
brought many people together with the 
goal of greater community involvement 
in our public schools.
 For the past several months, Spoerl 
has gained support and momentum 
from the community using the book 
that inspired her, How to Walk to School: 
Blueprint for a Neighborhood School Re-
naissance, by Jacqueline Edelberg and 
Susan Kurland. “This model provides 
an outline for thinking big and doing 
better, for more effectively mobilizing 
and organizing our community to sup-
port our schools and the students who 
attend them,” said Spoerl.
 Go Public! will work with teachers, 
reading specialists, PTA and families 
at every elementary school to collect 
and distribute books and magazines to 
students who will benefit most. Just in 
time for spring cleaning, gently used 
books and magazines will be collected in 
marked boxes placed in CH-UH schools, 
local coffee houses, grocery stores, and 
the Lee Road Library. If your business, 

church or temple would like to host a col-
lection bin, contact the number below.
 A book recommendation list from 
the school district is posted on the 
Reaching Heights website.
 If you don’t have gently used books 
to donate, but would still like to partici-
pate, you can donate books through an 
Usborne Books & More online book fair 
at www.ubah.com/BF45673. All proceeds 
will go to the school district to promote 
summer reading. Whether buying books 
for yourself, as gifts, or for the district, 
all purchases will contribute towards 
additional free books for the district.
 To send fair donations to the district, 
use the following mailing address when 
ordering: CH-UH City School District, 
Attn: Kelly Stukus, 2155 Miramar Bou-
levard, University Heights, OH 44118-
3397.
 “These are just the first steps on our 
journey to involve the community in 
supporting and improving our schools,” 
said Spoerl. Go Public! will focus on 
five different areas of support: improv-
ing physical environments; curriculum; 
outreach and communications; family 
support; and building bridges between 
school and community.
 Volunteers are needed for the book 
drive. If you are interested in helping 
or want to find out other ways you can 
get involved, call 216-371-3753 or e-mail 
joanspoerl@sbcglobal.net
 
lisa Manzari has lived in Cleveland Heights 
since June 2006. A strong advocate of public 
schools, she has a 6th grader at Roxboro Middle 
School and a 9th grader at Heights High.
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MOULDINGS – GREAT SELECTION 
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COME AND SEE OUR NEW LINE OF 
CONTEMPORARY, COLORFUL 
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woodtraderframing.com 

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights 

 

SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL BUSINESSES 

 

216-397-7671 
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5 

WOODTRADERFRAMING.COM 
 

Certified Picture Framer  
on staff 

 

 

SPRING IS HERE !! 
 
 

 
 

 
Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 
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Fairmount
Presbyterian Church
2757 Fairmount Blvd.
Corner of Coventry and Scarborough
216.321.5800  |  fairmountchurch.org

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
FAIRMOUNT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sunday, April 17    Passion/Palm Sunday 
   Children's Palm Processional (11am)
   The Passion According to Luke 
   One Great Hour of Sharing o�ering received
Thursday, April 21  Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 7:30 pm
Saturday, April 23  Easter Egg Hunt and brown bag picnic
   on the side lawn 4:00 pm 
   Easter Vigil 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 
Easter Sunday, April 24  9 and 11 am  EASTER Worship

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

April Hours: Mon - Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

Ready
Set

Grow
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PE

C
S0

32
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1

Support the HRRC Fundraiser 
April 18th - May 1st

Become a Fan of Bremec On The Heights
Garden Center

216.321.7889  •  216.421.8380
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

www.dreamspainc.com • www.quintanasbarbershop.com

Men’s & Boy’s Haircuts 
Barber Shaves, Massages  

Pedicures, Manicures & Acrylics 
Facials, Waxing, Tinting 

CoMMUniTY nEWS

april Community Calendar volunteers needed for 
Heights-area projects
gardening at Fairfax Elementary
Kim Bischof, the science coach at 
Fairfax Elementary, would like help 
with gardening projects at the school. 
If interested, call the school at 216-371-
7480 or e-mail k_bischof@chuh.org.

Tutors at Fairfax Elementary
Fairfax Elementary needs two tutors 
per day from 3:30–4 p.m. to help 
students with homework in the after 
school program. Contact mrs. Stringer 
at 216-371-7480 or j_stringer@chuh.
org.

volunteers for book drive
If you are interested in volunteering for 
a book drive to benefit CH-UH schools, 
or want to find out ways you can get in-
volved in Go Public! Great Schools are 
Everybody’s Business, call 216-371-
3753 or e-mail joanspoerl@sbcglobal.
net. (See related story on page 10.)

Coventry Elementary School  
garden and playground  
Cleanup day
Help clean up one of our area’s best 
assets on Saturday, April 16, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., rain or shine. All volun-
teers are welcome. Garden tools are 
provided. A continental breakfast to 
get you started and lunch to keep you 
going will be served to the volunteers. 
No experience is necessary, just enthu-
siasm for playing in the dirt and having 
fun with others from our community.

Thursday, April 7
“Portal to the Universe.” 
you are invited to hear Evalyn Gates, 
Ph.D., executive director and CEO of The 
Cleveland museum of Natural History, 
at the League of Women Voters’ public 
meeting. There is no admission charge, 
and parking is free behind the cathedral 
off Prospect Avenue. For more informa-
tion, visit www.LWVCuyahogaArea.org 
or call 216-781-0555.

7 p.m.–9 p.m. Trinity Commons at Trinity 
Cathedral, 2230 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland. 

Thursday, April 14
Jim Rokakis at the Cleveland 
Heights Democratic Club
The Cleveland Heights Democratic 
Club will host former Cuyahoga County 
treasurer, Jim Rokakis. The meeting is free 
and open to all. Rokakis became county 
treasurer in 1997, and stepped down 
in January due to the elimination of his 
office in the charter reform. During his 
tenure, he worked actively to strengthen 
neighborhoods and homeowners through 
programs that dealt with predatory lend-
ing and abandoned properties, among 
other things. For more information, go to 
http://clevelandheightsdems.com/.

7 p.m. at the Cleveland Heights Commu-
nity Center at 1 monticello Boulevard.

Sunday, April 17
Forest Hill Park Nature Walk
April is the time to see spring flowers in 
Forest Hill Park. Take a walk in the park 
and learn to identify native wildflowers 
like spring beauties and toothwort, and 

invasive species, such as garlic mustard. 
Pull a few garlic mustard plants while you 
are at it. For more information e-mail Elsa 
Johnson at vicnelsa@earthlink.net. 

meet at Forest Hill Park, 3 p.m.

April 17- May 1
Garden for Good
Gardners are invited to support the work 
of Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC) 
by doing their spring shopping at Bremec 
on the Heights Garden Center. A portion 
of any noncommercial sale, made between 
April 17 and may 1, will be donated to 
HRRC programs that help keep the houses 
of Cleveland Heights in good repair. A se-
ries of free landscaping workshops will be 
offered during the sale, a new feature of 
this two-year-old partnership. more details 
are available at www.hrrc-ch.org. Call 216-
932-0039 to reserve a space. 

Bremec’s Garden Center at 13410 Cedar 
Road.

Thursday, April 21
Cleveland Heights Bicycle Coalition 
Quarterly Meeting
Doug Bahniuk, voted one of Cleveland’s 
most Interesting People by Cleveland Maga-
zine (Jan. 2011), will discuss long distance 
bike touring and his work to raise funds for 
Parkinson’s research. CHBC board members 
will also talk about progress in local bicycle 
advocacy. Enjoy dinner, drinks and conver-
sation beginning at 6:30 p.m. The presenta-
tion will start at 7 p.m. For more information 
contact Joy Henderson at 216-321-8081.

Jimmy O’Neill’s Tavern, 2195 Lee Road at 
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 26
“Conquering Clutter”
The public is invited to take a look inside, 
as The Alcazar hosts “Conquering Clut-
ter,” a talk by professional organizers Jo-
Ellen Salkin and muffy Kaesberg, owners 
of Organizing 4 U. Salkin and Kaesberg 
will share tips on how to declutter and 
organize, and conquer clutter for good. 
Last year, the pair attracted more than 
125 guests to their talk, which will be 
held again in the fifth-floor ballroom, and 
is free and open to all.

Alcazar Hotel, 2450 Derbyshire Road 
at 7p.m.

Thursday, April 28
“100 Years and Counting:  
Picturing the Past and Future of 
Cleveland Heights Schools”
Eric Silverman, CH-UH Alumni Founda-
tion president, will lead a visual tour of 
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
school buildings. For reservations call 
216-321-9141 or e-mail heightshistory@
gmail.com.

7 p.m. at Cleveland Heights Community 
Center, 1 monticello Blvd.

Saturday, April 30
The Karen Foundation for MS 11th 
Annual NFL Draft Day Party  
The Karen Foundation raises money to 
provide respite care for families in North-
east Ohio with a loved one at home who 
is suffering from the debilitating effects of 
multiple sclerosis.

11 a.m.–6 p.m. at the Barley House 
Cleveland, 1265 W. 6th St., Cleveland.
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Cleveland Skating Club
Social and Sporting Club Since 1937

Join now for as little as $100 per 
month for single membership

•  11 outdoor Tennis Courts, 4 indoor 
Tennis Courts

•  5 Pros clinics and private lessons 
and special Junior membership

• 4 outdoor heated Paddle Courts
•  2 indoor Squash courts-clinics and 

private lessons
• Great Fitness Center
•  Olympic indoor pool- learn to 

swim, water exercise classes, and 
great swim team

• Part of USA-USC, Hockey program from Mite C to Bantams
• Figure Skating, learn to skate, synchronize team, theater on Ice Team
• Private and group lessons 
• Special Curling membership
• Two eateries to choose from
• Pro Shop
• Day Care Center
• Banquet and meeting space up to 300 guests  
•  Summer Camps-Multi Sport, Tennis, Squash, Figure Skating, Hockey and 

Summer Swim Team

Call Now. Ask for general manager 
Joseph Gallo 216-791-2800 ext 214
E-mail membership@clevelandskatingclub.org or  
csccamps@clevelandskatingclub.org

www.clevelandskatingclub.org
2500 Kemper Rd Shaker Hts 44120 • 216-791-2800

CLEvELand HEigHTS nEWS

Cleveland Heights 
City Council 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 22, 2011
All council members were present.

Brunswick Road property
Council authorized the sale of city-owned prop-
erty at 978 Brunswick Road, which had been 
rehabilitated with Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP) funds. The NSP, which addresses 
the foreclosure crisis by enabling local govern-
ments to buy abandoned, vacant, and foreclosed 
homes for repair and resale or, if necessary, 
demolition, has granted $2 million to the city. 
As required by NSP regulations, council also 
authorized $5,000 in down payment assistance 
for the home’s purchaser. Council member mark 
Tumeo praised the city staff’s work in rehabilitat-
ing homes. Both he and mayor Kelley noted that 
the effort was making a difference.

Berkeley Avenue property
Council declared the abandoned and neglected 
property at 3413 Berkeley Avenue to be a nui-
sance and authorized abatement. Council mem-
ber Ken montlack said that the Public Safety and 
Health Committee may consider new procedures 
to help address such situations more quickly.

CDBG
Council moved $1,500 in Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) funds, used by the 
Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC), from the 
“0% Assist Loan Fund” to “Loan Issue Expenses.” 
The council resolution is required because 
CDBG funds are administered by the city [not 
HRRC ]. Council member mark Tumeo noted 
that the CDBG program is under attack and 
urged citizens to contact Congress about how 
valuable the program is to Northeast Ohio com-
munities. He said that CDBG funds have a huge 
leveraging impact for housing, road, and sewer 
projects, after-school programs, senior services, 
and more. Council member Cheryl Stephens 
added that Rob Portman, Ohio’s newly elected 
senator, needs to hear from constituents about 
the value of the CDBG program. Cleveland 
Height’s congressional representative, marcia 
Fudge, is sympathetic.

LWV observers: Katherine Solender and Lisa 
Peters.

mARCH 7, 2011
All council members were present.

CDBG program
Council passed a resolution reaffirming the 
city’s citizen participation plan for Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) activities. The 
city has maintained and followed this plan since 
the beginning of its participation in the federal 
CDBG program in the early 1970s. Under the 
plan, the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
was formed for the purpose of providing the 
community with information on the CDBG 
program. The CAC reviews and researches com-
munity development needs and analyzes the 
requests for funds in relation to those needs and 
the amount of funds available. The CAC then 
makes recommendations to the administration 
and city council as to which programs should 

be funded and at what levels in any given year. 
The plan addresses the composition of the CAC, 
its role, meetings and procedures.
 Later in the meeting, council approved the 
use of $17,000 in Community Development 
Block Grant funds for Heights Community Con-
gress’s educational and investigative programs 
to promote integration and fair housing.

New safety initiatives
The safety forces have several new initiatives. Some 
police officers will now be deployed on bicycles, 
giving them more mobility in certain situations. With 
new hiring the police department will soon be at 
full strength. The “meet your Police” program, 
informal meetings with police personnel, will begin 
march 10 from 6 to 8 p.m. and continue every 
Thursday thereafter. There will be a community tip 
line (216-291-5010). Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) efforts will include 
additional call boxes in parks, additional cameras, 
and monitoring of lighting in public areas.

Council opposes SB5
Council passed a resolution to oppose Ohio Sen-
ate Bill 5 (SB5), which, as the legislation states, 
“would drastically alter the landscape of public 
employment in Ohio.” The resolution notes that 
the city has collective bargaining agreements 
with many of its workers, who have voluntarily 
foregone compensation increases in response to 
the city’s financial issues caused by the current 
recession. mayor Kelley noted that the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights School Board 
has also issued a statement supporting collective 
bargaining rights for public employees.

Upcoming community events
Vice mayor Phyllis Evans listed a number of 
upcoming community events including the Spring 
Easter Egg Hunt (April 16), the Earth Day Run/
Walk (April 20), the American Red Cross Blood 
Drive (may 25 and June 27), Safety Town 
registration (may 25), and the city’s memorial 
Day observance (may 30). 

Doan Brook
Council authorized partial funding in the amount 
of $18,000 for operating expenses for the Doan 
Brook Watershed Partnership, a non-profit imple-
menting a watershed management plan for the 
preservation and improvement of Doan Brook, 
from April 1, 2011 through march 31, 2012.

Office of Aging wheelchair van
Council authorized $41,938 for the purchase 
of a 2011 Ford E350 wheelchair van from Su-
preme Startrans Bus Corporation for the city’s 
Office on Aging. By purchasing the van through 
the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Coop-
erative Purchasing Program, the city will pay 
a lower price than could be obtained through 
competitive bidding.

LWV observers: Katherine Solender and Patricia 
Solomon.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

tumeO continued from page 1

 Although Tumeo said modestly that 
everything the council does is the result 
of working together as a team, he was 
instrumental in changing the way the city 
budgeted and planned its finances. Under 
his leadership as chair of the Finance Com-
mittee, the city maintained a balanced 
budget as well as its bond rating. “We had 
to make hard decisions,” he said, “and ask 
hard questions. We worked with council 
and staff to ensure that every program and 
city function was evaluated for efficiency.”
 Tumeo is justly proud of his work in 
raising the level of community policing in 
Cleveland Heights. As chair of the Public 
Health and Safety Committee, he began a 
pilot project that promoted direct weekly 
communication between Oxford neigh-
borhood residents and the police force. 
He is excited about the return of bicycle 
cops to the force and the new Meet the 
Police initiative that Police Chief Jeff 
Robertson has instituted.
 “Of all the things I have ever done, 
I am most honored that the people of 
Cleveland Heights elected me to represent 
them--not once, but twice--and I hope 
that they feel I have served them well and 
made them proud,” said Tumeo.
 According to the city charter, Cleve-
land Heights City Council will appoint 

someone to serve in Tumeo’s place through 
Dec. 31, 2011. Because there will be a mu-
nicipal election this fall, voters will have 
the opportunity then to elect someone to 
serve the remaining two years of his term, 
from Jan. 1, 2012 to Dec. 31, 2013.
 Mayor Ed Kelley said that in early 
April, the city will announce how resi-
dents can apply for the interim position. 
The goal is to have someone in place by 
the first council meeting in June.
 Kelley stated that he would miss Mark 
Tumeo. “It’s been a pleasure to serve with 
him. He’s brought energy, creativity and 
talent to the position. He’s a dedicated 
council member and good friend.”
 The last time a council seat was 
vacated before the expiration of a term 
was in 1993, when Ohio Representative 
Barbara Boyd left for the statehouse.
 Three council terms will expire at the 
end of this year—those of council mem-
bers Phyllis Evans, Dennis Wilcox and 
Kenneth Montlack. Voters will choose 
candidates to fill these seats, as well as 
the one vacated by Tumeo, in this fall’s 
municipal election.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director 
of FutureHeights and publisher of the Heights 
Observer.

• Fences - crafted from cedar
• Patios - brick or flagstone
• Decks - cedar or composite
• Plantings - design & installed

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky   •   (216) 321-7729
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HEigHTS KidS

Discover:
• How God as infinite good brings trust in the power of 
good to help us overcome worrying and fear.  

• How people from every walk of life have demonstrated this 
power of God to heal and bring solutions to challenges and 
worries of every sort.

Hear the talk

Spiritual Solutions for 
Desperate Situations
by Lorenzo Rodriguez, CSB

Sunday, May 1, 2011
2:30 p.m.
Cleveland Heights Public Library
2345 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

Sponsored by 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Cleveland
3181 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio  44118   •  216-932-3020

Tired 
of Worrying?
Looking for 

Peace & Direction?

parenting Q&a
Ellen Barrett

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Family 
Connections, fields questions from parents 
about the daily ups and downs of parenting. 
The same issues affect many parents. If you 
have questions for Barrett, e-mail her at 
ebarrett@heightsparentcenter.org.

Q. Our 4-year-old daughter has been 
telling some very tall tales lately. Some 
of them are stories about what she did 
at school that day, such as, “We went to 
the zoo where we saw the tallest giraffe 
in the world and got to ride on it.” Other 
times, she tattles about another child, 
saying, “Sam ate my snack so I didn’t get 
any today.” At home, she blames her sis-
ter for anything that goes wrong. Most 
of the time, we are pretty sure that she 
isn’t telling the truth, and we are worried 
that these stories will lead to outright 
lying. What should we do?    

A. Although it may seem like your 
daughter’s behavior is malicious or 
conniving, it is a normal part of her 
development and, in fact, she is acting 
like many other 4-year-olds. Here are a 
few possible reasons why a preschooler 
may spin tall tales or deny the truth, and 
a few strategies for you as the parent:
•  Your child has an active imagination. 

This is one of the most delightful rea-
sons why your preschooler might be 
telling a “lie.” A sense of adventure and 
the ability to imagine things outside of 
everyday life are important skills that 
can be an entertaining outlet for your 
child. They can also help build skills for 
creative writing, storytelling or inter-
active play. As a parent, you can relax 
and enjoy this tale telling, and even join 
in by asking questions or encouraging 
descriptive detail.

•  Your child is indulging in wishful 
thinking. Your child may feel bad 
about spilling her milk or drawing 
on the wall, and she may be scared of 
punishment. A natural way for her to 
deal with that fear is denial. Do not 
accuse your child of the misdeed; in-
stead, state the unacceptable behavior 
and suggest a solution, such as, “We 

should draw on paper, not the wall. 
Let’s clean it up.” This will help your 
child feel good about telling the truth, 
and will encourage her to be truthful 
in the future.

•  Your child needs to feel good about 
an accomplishment. If your child says  
that she climbed to the top of the tall-
est tree in your yard, you know that 
didn’t happen, but saying it did made 
her feel strong and brave. Suggest a 
more reasonable feat for her to try, 
such as, “Let’s see how fast you can 
run to the top of the hill.” Praise her 
by saying, “Wow, you must be really 
strong—look how fast you did that!” 
Your child will see that being strong 
can take many forms, and she doesn’t 
have to invent an extraordinary act.

•  Your child is forgetful. Preschoolers 
are very busy and often have short at-
tention spans. It is possible that your 
child truly does not remember some-
thing. Helping her to recreate a series 
of events may trigger her memory and 
enable her to set the record straight.

•  Your child wants attention. She may 
have learned that lying is an effective 
way to get your attention, even if your 
reaction is negative. Try to keep your 
reaction neutral as you sort out the 
details and get to the truth.

 Although lying is typical for this 
age, it is still your job as a parent to help 
guide your child toward truthfulness. 
Praise honesty when you see it, help 
her to recognize her feelings, and offer 
a positive resolution, such as, “Thank 
you for telling me you spilled your milk. 
I can see you feel bad about it. You’ll 
feel better when we get it all cleaned 
up.” With guidance, that pattern of 
behavior will catch on as she develops 
and matures.
 Recognize your own tendency to 
bend the truth. For example, don’t ask 
your child to say she liked grandma’s 
cookies if she really didn’t. A pre-
schooler is unable to tell the difference 
between degrees of mistruth. Finally, be 
sure to reassure her that you love her no 
matter what—even when she writes on 
the wall.

Advertise in the Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org

SpArK program for pre-K students
SparK stresses the importance of parent involvement

Katherine Bulava

The SPARK (Supporting Partnerships 
to Assure Ready Kids) program, adminis-
tered by the Literacy Cooperative, offers 
open enrollment for children entering 
kindergarten in August 2012. This year-
long, in-home tutoring program coincides 
with the school year, and works to pre-
pare children to begin kindergarten with 
the skills they need to succeed. It is in its 
inaugural year in Cuyahoga County, with 
Boulevard, Noble and Oxford Elemen-
tary Schools in Cleveland Heights among 
the pilot schools. Any child who will at-
tend one of the participating schools is 
eligible to enroll between now and the 
start of the 2011 school year.
 Essential elements of SPARK include 
parent partners, who work closely with 
children and families through monthly 
in-home interactions, learning plans indi-
vidualized to each child’s specific needs.
 The Literacy Cooperative is collabo-

rating with Invest in Children, a Cuya-
hoga County public-private partnership 
serving young children and families, to of-
fer SPARK at select schools in Cleveland 
Heights and surrounding communities. 
The Literacy Cooperative contracts with 
Family Connections, a nonprofit agency 
focused on building strong families, to 
enable parent partners to guide children 
through a proven curriculum, and also to 
connect their families to any additional 
social services they may need.
 More information about SPARK, 
and how to enroll a child for the coming 
school year, is available through Family 
Connections at 216-321-0079.

Katherine Bulava is president of Hatha 
Communications, an integrated, strategic 
communications planning and implementa-
tion firm. The literacy Cooperative is a 
current client.
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reaching Musical Heights to showcase 
CH-UH music education

Matt Zucker is a cello performance major at the 
Cleveland institute of Music.

Saroya Queen-Tabor

Reaching Heights, in cooperation 
with the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District, will 
present the third Reaching Musical 
Heights concert at Severance Hall on 
April 11. 
 The journey to the concert began 
last summer with the naming of con-
cert directors Daniel Heim and Rich-
ard Waugh. Both Heights residents are 
well aware of the life-changing benefits 
of music education. Cleveland Orches-
tra member Waugh recalls that while in 
the 4th grade, he became mesmerized 
by the sound of the violin. When he 
learned that students who wanted to 
study the violin would be given free 
music lessons at school, “It was like 
winning the lottery.”
 “These experiences weren’t just 
about music,” he said. “They were 
about self-motivation, self-discipline 
and learning a sense of responsibility. 
These were experiences that helped to 
shape my overall character.” 
 This viewpoint is shared by Heights 
High senior Joshua Toombs and recent 
graduate Matt Zucker. The 2011 Reach-
ing Musical Heights Concert will en-
able Toombs, who is president of the 
school’s a cappella choir, to return to 
the Severance Hall stage, where he 
performed in 2007 as a member of the 

Wiley Middle School Challenge Choir. 
“At the time,” Toombs said, “I don’t 
think I understood the significance 
of being on that stage. To be able to 
return there as a senior, in a leadership 
position and with many of my friends 
from Wiley, is a real honor.”
 Zucker, a 2010 Heights High grad-
uate, said “Music has helped me build 
determination and time-management 
skills.” It has also helped me learn to 
interact with others and to work hard 
to achieve my goals.” 
 Zucker, now a student at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music, also par-
ticipated in the 2007 Reaching Musical 
Heights concert as a member of the 
Heights High Symphony. “It was an 
amazing opportunity that in my case 
was a career-influencing experience,” 
he said. 
  This concert will showcase the 
depth, variety and quality of music 
education found in the school district. 
It will also raise funds to support 
Reaching Heights’s music education 
programs. For nearly 20 years, Reach-
ing Heights has worked to enhance 
CH-UH music education through its 
summer music camp and private music 
lesson scholarships for middle school 
students. 
 Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.clevelandorchestra.com. The 
concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. A pre-

concert benefit begins at 6 p.m. For 
more information about the benefit, 
call Reaching Heights at 216-932-
5110.

Saroya Queen-Tabor is a member of the 
Reaching Heights board and a development 
director for Senior Outreach Services in the 
Fairfax neighborhood of Cleveland.

Heights music camp 
returns for 7th season
Susie Kaeser

Cleveland Heights High School’s or-
chestras and bands are full of students 
who solidified their commitment to mu-
sic by participating in the Heights Sum-
mer Music Camp. Reaching Heights 
founded the camp in 2005 to provide an 
affordable way to energize and develop 
young musicians, and to increase and 
equalize access to music enrichment 
experiences for local youth. 
 Enrollment is now open for the 
weeklong camp, held in partnership 
with the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District, at Wiley 
Middle School from June 20–25. A con-
cert on June 25 will showcase camper 
growth during the week. 
 The camp targets 5th–8th graders 
who live in the school district and have 
participated in their school instrumen-
tal music program for at least two years. 
Students in 4th grade may also apply if 
they have had at least a year of private 
lessons.
 Space is limited to 85 musicians, and 
the deadline for applications is May 15. A 
placement audition for all new campers is 
scheduled for May 21. Financial assistance 
is available to ensure that all motivated 
music students are able to participate.
 Applications are available from 
CH-UH instrumental music teachers, 
or from Reaching Heights at www.reach-
ingheights.org or 216-932-5110.

Susie Kaeser is a  resident of Cleveland Heights 
and former director of Reaching Heights.

Enjoy the best of  
both worlds

Choose life at Judson Park

Living at Judson Park, you will have easy access to 

all the cultural advantages of University Circle,  

plus the conveniences and charm of the Heights.  

It’s the best of both worlds! Enjoy a flexible lifestyle 

that includes an award-winning health and wellness 

program. Engage with young people through a 

well-regarded, curriculum-based intergenerational 

program. Declare your independence today from all 

the chores, taxes and expenses of your home. Visit 

Judson Park today! Call (216) 791-2004 or visit 

www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson Manor   Judson Park   South Franklin Circle   Smart LivingTM at Home
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High school faces 
major reconfiguration
By Sofija Conic

In 2004 and 2005, Cleveland Heights 
High School (CHHS) separated into five 
small schools in  order to allow for student 
accomodation  and attention to individual 
needs. The philosophy behind the concept 
was  to create smaller, closely bound com-
munities within the larger high school, 
which would allow students to become 
part of a shared experience. Each small 
school was founded on different learning 
principles, to foster a more accommo-
dating learning environment. Now, the 
school is changing again, primarily with 
the goal of encouraging the students to 
go to college and preparing them for that 
experience.

CHHS Reorganization
The small school P.R.I.D.E. will be clos-

ing this year to make way for a "Fresh-
man Experience," which will consist of a 
specialized curriculum and schedule for 
ninth graders. This action is due, in part, 
to the fact that one fourth of freshmen fail 
their first year.

Beginning in the 2012-2013 school 
year, the four small schools are intended 
to resemble the colleges of a larger uni-
versity, with each small school offering 
a concentration in specific fields. The in-
tention is that students chose their small 
school the same way they would choose 
a major in a university.

R.E.A.L. will become the R.E.A.L. Early 

College High School, and its main focus will 
be encouraging students to go to college. 
The school will partner with the Cuyahoga 
Community College to offer an associates 
degree program, which will include career 
prep courses. According to Jeffrey Talbert,  
assistant superintendent, the students 
who enroll in the R.E.A.L. Early College 
High School will have the possibility of 
graduating with a degree, or with enough 
college credits to be a sophomore or junior. 
However, only 100 students will be a part 
of this school each year.  This small school 
is designed mainly for first-generation 
college students, and others who might 
not continue their education beyond high 
school if not for the help.

Renaissance will be named the Renais-
sance School of International Studies and 
Liberal Arts. Its courses will be directed 
towards individuals interested in law, 
business, and marketing, and it will of-
fer courses such as AP U.S. History, AP 
Psychology, AP Economics, and African 
American Studies.

The Mosaic Experience will retain its 
name, and it will include classes dealing 
with art, music, and theater. It will be 
the home of TV production, computer 
networking, and a new journalism course.

Legacy will become Legacy New Tech, 
and it will offer classes geared towards sci-
ence and technology careers. The courses 
which are related to these careers, such as 
AP Biology, AP Physics, and AP Calculus  
will  be transferred to Legacy New Tech.

Staff Reassignments
For the 2011-2012 school year, some 

principals will be reassigned.  Although 
Joseph Nohra, the P.R.I.D.E.school prin-
cipal, had been originally chosen to lead 
Freshman Experience, he will actually 
become the school principal for Mosaic. 
Marc Aden will continue to be the principal 
of the R.E.A.L. small school.

James Reed will transfer from being 
the Renaissance school principal to lead-
ing the Freshman Experience, along with 
handling decisions for the CHHS, as a 
whole. The current principal of the Mosaic 
Experience, Nicholas Petty, will move to 
Renaissance.

Marc Engolia will still be leading the 
Legacy small school.

Also effective during the 2011-2012 
school year, numerous teachers will also 
be reassigned to different small schools, 
depending on which courses they teach, 
allowing for courses to be aligned with 
the new university model. 

“In reconfiguring the small schools, we 
are trying to give parents and students 
a better idea of a specific school’s tract.  
I have been here since the inception of 
small schools and, up to this point, there 
has been little rhyme or reason as to why 
we have certain courses in certain schools, 
“ commented Reed. “ We need to be ‘kid’ 
driven so students have some idea of the 
path they are on.”  As well, Reed noted that 
the Freshman Experience will allow the 
foundation and tools for all ninth graders 
to become tenth graders.

Photo By Jake Stern

Earlier this school year, Cleveland 
Heights High School was introduced to 
the long awaited netbooks as part of the 
One to One Teaching and Learning with 
Technology Initiative. 

Approximately 2,000 laptops were or-
dered. The district’s website notes that “All 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights stu-
dents and teachers in grades 6 through 12 
are now learning with laptop computers.” 
But, Joseph Nohra, small school principle 
of P.R.I.D.E., realistically admits that “maybe 
25-30 students in each small school haven’t 
picked up their laptops.” Still, he considers 
the project “largely successful.”

 The program was initiated two school 
years ago at Monticello Middle School, 
where students received Apple Macbooks. 
Although the middle schools are still us-
ing the Macbooks, high school students 
are currently working with Dell netbooks.

 According to Nohra, the high 
school administration was very influential 
and active in promoting the laptop initia-
tive, which was ultimately a decision to be 
made by the Board of Education. 

At the staff and faculty level, Nohra 
says the teacher feedback he has received 
demonstrates that they are “working hard 
to adapt” in what ultimately is a learning 
experience for students and teachers, alike. 

“Unfortunately, for seniors this year, 
they’re not going to get the full effect of 
it It’s going take some time for teachers 
to get comfortable with integrating the 
software with their lesson plans.”  

Mrs. Christina Bauer, a new program 
specialist, will help teachers integrate the 

laptops into lessons.
 Students received laptops in No-

vember, midway through the first semester. 
Since then, Nohra says that he has seen 
minimal issues with theft and malfunctions.

 “It happens,” explains Nohra. “It would 
happen in any school, but I will tell you that 
I am very, very pleased with the responsibil-
ity of the students here.”

 Included on the laptops are a 
select number of school textbooks. The 
district’s long-term goal is to increase the 
number of imaged textbooks each year, 
says Nohra.  

One restriction placed on the laptops 

is a web filter that blocks content deemed 
inappropriate while in school. Unfortu-
nately, the web filter will occasionally block 
internet sites that are both appropriate and 
helpful for students. The web filter also af-
fects staff, including Nohra: 

“There are a lot of things that are filtered 
out. Even sites that are good, that I want to 
get on to try to help kids are filtered out. 
It’s just a matter of what we can keep safe 
and secure.” 

The web filter is only in effect while 
students are in school, but does not func-
tion when a student is connected to a 
wireless network that does not belong to 

the district.
 The laptop initiative is a significant 

technological investment, as well as an 
economical one. The Black and Gold asked 
several school officials for the  overall cost 
of the laptops, but was unable to find an 
answer. 

The Plain Dealer and the Sun Press have 
reported that the laptops were financed 
with state funds. 

According to Joseph Micheller, director 
of Educational Services, the laptops were 
“secured in stages. 

 “The middle and high school laptops 
were secured with three to four year leases, 
where we would own the laptops at the 
end of the lease period.” 

The laptops will inevitably need to be 
replaced at some point in the future, but 
as for now, the district has extended war-
ranties on the laptops, and will refurbish 
them every summer. 

In the long term, the CHUH district 
hopes the netbooks will also save money 
in certain areas, such as paper and text-
books.  

Three years agp, when the laptop ini-
tiative was piloted at Monticello Middle 
School, Micheller told  The Plain Dealer:  
“We’ll still be buying some textbooks, but 
realistically in today’s world, many of them 
are outdated before they’re ever printed.

 “There are far better sources of informa-
tion now, including some online textbooks 
that use interactive hyperlinks.”

 It is still very early to assess the impact 
of the netbooks, as the true difference will 
only be apparent in the coming years. 

Regardless, Nohra remians confident. 
“My expectations have been met.” 

Photo By Jake Stern

By Brandon Fernando

CHUH moves forward with  new technology

Students work in class using new school-issued laptops.
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The Black & Gold  is a student publi-
cation of Cleveland Heights High School, 
13263 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights,  
Ohio 44118.  Our World Wide Web site is 
located at go.chhs.chuh.org

The Black & Gold welcomes all opin-
ions in the form of signed letters to the 
editor.  All letters should be sent in care of 
publications to the above address.

The Black & Gold is produced camera-
ready on Macintosh computers using the 
InDesign program.

The Black & Gold is affiliated with 
the following press organizations:  
Northeastern Ohio Scholastic Press As-
sociation (NOSPA), Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association (CSPA), Journalism 
Education Association (JEA), The Great 
Lakes Interscholastic Press Association 
(GLIPA) and Quill and Scroll.  The Black & 
Gold  has  won the NOSPA First Place, CSPA 
Medalist Awards,  CSPA First Place Awards,   
GLIPA Buckeye Award and Quill and Scroll 
International  Awards. For advertising 
rates and information, please email our 

advisor, Margaret Hull, at m_hull@chuh.
org, or reach her by phone at (216) 320-
4999 ext. 81321

The Black and Gold is made possible 
in part by a generous grant from the 
Cleveland Heights High School Alumni 
Foundation; the staff of the paper would 
like to extend its graditude.

 Opinions  expressed are the consen-
sus of The Black & Gold editorial board and 
do not represent the views of Cleveland 
Heights or the Cleveland Heights-Univer-
sity Heights School District. 
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People want the truth: That’s just the 
way  it is. When you get down to it, no 
matter the situation, people will always 
want it - plain and simple. However, in 
my meager sixteen years of existence on 
this planet, if I have learned anything, it 
is that people are not always going to 
tell you the truth.

 But despite this, there are still people 
I can always trust, and depend on to 
tell me nothing but the truth: Teachers. 
Teachers play, or have played, a large role 
in everyone’s lives: after all, our entire 
society is based on education. But the 

kids  who come  to school everyday – not 
our parents, not  the politicians - are the 
ones who really count on the teachers, 
not just to learn, but for support, and for 
guidance. These kids need their teachers. 
I need my teachers. 

Recently, it would appear that the 
state of Ohio has decided that teachers 
really are not that important. Senate Bill 
5 is intended to take necessary measures 
to help reduce the state deficit, and that 
is not a bad thing. Times are economically 
tough, and everybody understands the 
need to cut back. But by targeting the 

Anyone interested in how we students feel?
By Colin Higgs

teachers, not only our educators, but the 
students, as well, are going to feel the 
sting of Senate Bill 5. 

Our teachers give so much to their 
students, and to the community. They 
act as not only as educators, but also as 
role models, leaders, and friends. Our 
teachers give and give, and now it they 
are being denied the rights they deserve. 
With the loss of collective bargaining, the 
teachers are losing their voice.

      As a student watching this un-
fold, it is troubling. So many unfair and 
untruthful rumors are circulating about 

teachers, and it seems people have lost  
appreciation for the work that these men 
and women do. Our teachers mean so 
much to us, and it is hard to watch as 
they stuggle  for their rights, and are 
under-valued, and disrespected. 

Teaching is about more than just 
reviewing facts. It is about building re-
lationships with students, and giving us 
the support we need to thrive. Times are 
hard now, but we must remember that 
teachers are one of our most important 
resources. Do not make it any harder 
on them. 

A dog with Mr. McCartney
By Brandon Fernando

On the sixth of March, I met Cleveland 
Heights High School math teacher Mr. 
Ryan McCartney for lunch. Two other 
students  came along, but this would 
not be Mr. McCartney’s first meal with 
high schoolers, as last year he took his 
Honors Pre-Calculus  classes on a field 
trip to Chipotle as part of an original 
project he designed to help students 
understand permutation.

 Although initially planning to go to 
Melt Bar and Grilled, the food enthusi-
ast and proud local eatery connoisseur 
decided to introduce me to a restaurant 
and show venue called The Happy Dog, 
located on his home turf, the west side 
of Cleveland.

 The Happy Dog has a menu con-
sisting of a hot dog, vegan sausage, tater 
tots, French fries, and most importantly, 
over fifty different toppings. 

The self-proclaimed math nerd has no 
problem going bold, as evidenced during 
his thorough explanation of the menu. 
Mr. McCartney’s usual hot dog concoc-
tion consists of chunky peanut butter, 
Oaxacan red chile and chocolate mole 
sauce, and bacon, which apparently is a 
fairly popular combination for regulars 
at the Happy Dog. 

Today, however, he decided to branch 
out, ordering a hot dog with garbanzo 
bean chili, smoked gouda, vodka sau-
erkraut, and a dill pickle spear. On the 
side he ordered tater tots with raspberry 
crunch mustard, chipotle hollandaise, 
and the aforementioned Oaxacan red 
chile and chocolate mole dipping sauces. 

Between bites of his gargantuan hot 
dog, much too large to eat with two 
hands, Mr. McCartney, longtime fan of 

all Cleveland sports, discussed both 
Cavaliers and Browns related news, 
shared a few of his favorite mathemati-
cal  subjects, and explained the origins 
of The Happy Dog. 

 Eating is not Mr. McCartney’s 
only passion, as he also is a serious run-
ner with three years of experience who 
has qualified for the Boston Marathon 
this year. 

In fact, on that cold, snowy, slippery 
morning, Mr. McCartney competed in 
the 12th Annual Catch a Leprechaun 
30 kilometer race, placing an impres-
sive third and, a mere second behind 
second place.

 At the time of the lunch, Mr. 
McCartney was recruiting students in-
terested in taking Calculus BC, hoping 
to find enough so that he would not 
only be able to teach the class, but so 
that Heights High would finally be able 
to offer the course again. 

“It would be such an all-star class,” 
said McCartney, who is fond of, and has 
taught many of the students considering 

Ryan McCartney, a math teacher at Cleveland Heights High School, is an enthusiastic 
teacher, runner, and lover of hot dogs.

Photo By Jake Stern

M a t h  t e a c h e r  s h a r e s  h i s 
s t o r y  o v e r  s o m e  e xo t i c  f o o d

-One hot dog with garbanzo 
bean chili, smoked gouda, 
vodka saurkraut, and a dill 
pickle spear

-Tater tots with rasberry 
crunch mustard, chipotle 
hollandaise, Oaxacan red 
chile, and chocolate mole 
dipping sauces.

taking Calculus BC. 
Much to his excitement, Mr. McCart-

ney recently received the news that the 
course will run, and that he will indeed 
teach it. While inquiring about this ar-
ticle, Mr. McCartney wrote, “You could 
put that I’m teaching it, though, since 

it’s gonna happen!” 
 Mr. McCartney was the first 

one to finish his meal out of a group of 
four, and only one of two able to clean 
his plate. Notably exhausted from his 
thirty-kilometer race, Mr. McCartney bid 
us  adieu, and set course for home.

ON THE MENU



Heights Observer April 5, 2011     www.heightsobserver.org15

FeaturePage 3 Friday, April 1, 2011
The Black & Gold, Cleveland Heights High School 

Students 
raise 
money for 
playground 
damaged 
by fire
By So�ja Conic

On November 1, 2010, three thirteen-
year old boys put lit �ares into the trash cans 
at the Playground of Possibilities, a handi-
capped accessible playground located at 
Bexley Park in South Euclid, causing it to 
completely burn down. When Cleveland 
Heights High School (CHHS) students Erin 
Farley and Shay Everett heard about the 
incident, they asked their business teacher 
Ms. Lisa Carter if there was some way they 
could help. 

Since then, the two students, along 
with their classmates, have raised $770 
and made the �rst donation to the city of 
South Euclid for the reconstruction of the 
playground. Their fundraising e�orts were 
also featured on Fox 8, and they received 
a certi�cate of recognition from the city 
of South Euclid.

When students Farley and Everett 
found out about the destruction of the 
Playground of Possibilities, they imme-
diately wanted to help. She listened and 
her class took on the fundraiser as a class 
project. Carter restructured the lesson plan 
around the project to raise money for the 

reconstruction of the playground. The 
students made �iers and announcements, 
and even contacted local businesses for 
donations. Through their persistent door 
to door classroom collections and a bake 
sale, Carter and her students managed to 
raise approximately $370. 

Later, Carter contacted Fox 8 News to 
nominate the class project to be featured 
on the Fox 8’s Pay it Forward segment 
to raise awareness about the tragic loss 
to the community, as well as what she 
and the International Business Class had 
accomplished. On December 16, Fox 8's 
Wayne Dawson, along with a cameraman, 

Senior instrumental soloists shine on stage
By Julia Gay

Senior solos are a long tradition in the 
Heights High Instrumental Music Depart-
ment, going as far back as the 1930s, said 
band director Brett Baker.  With a senior 
solo, a student prepares a piece which is 
performed with either the Heights High 
Symphony (HHS) or Symphonic Winds 
(SW).  

Dan Heim, orchestra director, explained 
that being awarded a senior solo is an honor 
within the department, and indicates that 
a student has not only shown dedication 
but has also become an accomplished 
musician. 

Seniors Gwen Donley, Kellen Lowrie, 
and Catherine Holt are the soloists for the 
class of 2011. 

 Donley performed Edvard Grieg’s Al-
legro Molto Moderato, a piano solo, with 
the HHS in the November concert.  

Lowrie, a harpist, performed Concierto 
de Arañjuez by Joaquin Rodrigo with the 
HHS in February. 

On Friday, May 6, �utist Holt will perform 
Fantaisie Brillante on themes from Bizet's 
Carmen by Francois Borne with the HHS.  

Senior soloists are chosen via an audi-
tion process each October. 

Baker explained that there are three 

judges - the two directors plus an outside 
musician. A criteria system is used and then 
the judges collaborate to determine who 
will be awarded senior solos. 

According to Baker, the night of the 
auditions is like a great, free concert.  All 
the students, whether awarded a solo or 
not, are very well prepared. 

 He added that students often begin 
preparing for their solo auditions as much 
as a year in advance, and their preparation 
is obvious.

Soloists carefully select the piece that 
they will perform. 

Holt said that she listened to many �ute 
concertos before selecting hers, but when 
she heard the Fantaisie Billante she knew 
it was right for her.

 “I loved its passion and the beautiful 
melodies, so I decided to do it!” 

Donley worked with her piano teacher, 
Candice Lee, to �nd her piece. They also 
listened to many recordings of piano con-
certos and Donley liked the Grieg piece 
the best.

  “It's so exciting, but then it also has little 
interludes of pretty, melodic parts, and then 
it gets exciting again,” Donley explained.

Many months of preparation precede 

By Trent Bailey

The AFS (American Field Service) club 
has been at Heights High for over four 
decades and has been under the steadfast 
advisement of Adrienne Yelsky for 18 years. 

Heights High has played host to stu-
dents from a number of di�erent countries 
over the years, including Turkey, Bolivia and 
Japan, as well as countless more. This year, 
Heights is hosting students from Argentina, 
Costa Rica, Malaysia, Italy, Germany, Kenya, 
Mozambique, and Philippines, and all the 

students have managed to �t comfortably 
into American society. 

Each year, AFS holds two fundraisers. 
The fall candy sale supplements the club’s 
treasury in order to award scholarships to 
Heights High students travelling abroad.  
The February carnation sale, just in time for 
Valentine’s Day, is a 30 year tradition, ac-
cording to Yelsky.  “We usually sell between 
1,200 and 1,600 each year.  The only year 
we did not sell them all was ten years ago 

International Affair: Foreign Exchange Club puts romance in the air
when our school was devastated by the 
death of the hockey players.  No one was 
in the mood to buy or receive �owers that 
February. On delivery day, we took all of the 
left-over �owers to Shaker Boulevard and 
placed them on the site of the accident.”

This year, the club’s carnation sale 
earned $800.00 which be will used to pay 
for yearbooks and one prom ticket for each 
exchange student.

 During �rst period on Friday, February 

11, AFS students delivered the carnations, 
with pink construction paper hearts at-
tached, to students and sta�, alike, as 
signs of love and friendship from friends, 
sweethearts and parents. 

Yelsky commented that once she retires, 
“AFS will be one of the things I will miss 
the most , but I am very involved in the 
organization on the local level, so I will still 
be with the students, just not restricted to 
CHHS, but the whole east side of Cleveland.

came to CHHS to present students Farley 
and Everett with $400 to go towards the 
playground fund. 

On February 14, the students were also 
presented with a Certi�cate of Recognition 
from the South Euclid City Council and 
Mayor Georgine Welo. They received the 
certi�cate in recognition of their work in 
helping to raise money for the Playground 
of Possibilities and for being a positive 
in�uence in the community.

However, work is still not �nished. For 
a new playground to be built, the city of 
South Euclid needs a total of $90,000. In 
addition, before the city of South Euclid 

the performances.  
Donley reports that she started prepar-

ing her solo in May of her sophomore year, 
and that she is sure that her family was 
happy she performed her solo in the �rst 
concert because they had grown weary 
of hearing the Grieg all hours of the day 
or night.

Lowrie said that she practiced endlessly. 
“Any spare time I had went towards 

practicing. Even during rehearsals, if there 
was a time that I wasn't playing with the 
group, I was silently �ngering some pas-
sage of my solo.”

On the nights that senior soloists 
perform, the Heights High Dina Rees 
Evans Auditorium is �lled with parents, 
families, friends, faculty, fellow students, 
community members, and even former 
senior soloists. All eyes are on the senior 
soloist as she comes on stage to perform 
her piece from memory with the Heights 
High Symphony. 

Donley remembers just hoping that she 
would not pass out, as she had done during 
the dress rehearsal the evening before due 
to a virus she had that week.

 Lowrie reports that while performing 
her solo with all the people she cared 

about in the audience, she realized it was 
almost over. 

“I was sad because I loved every minute 
of it, but I was also really excited that I had 
accomplished the whole thing.”

What is the best thing about doing a 
senior solo?

According to Holt it is “probably the 
excitement of getting to really show what 
you can do on your instrument. 

“In school you don't really get to play to 
the limit of your abilities, so a senior solo 
is an awesome opportunity to get serious 
performance experience and also have fun 
playing with people that you're close to.”

 For Donley, “even though it was prob-
ably the most nerve-racking experience 
of my life, it was still very rewarding to be 
able to perform a piece that I put so much 
e�ort into, and to let everyone hear how 
epic it is.” 

Even though the �nal 2011 solo has 
yet to come, members of the class of 2012 
are already preparing for their senior solo 
auditions which will be held in October, 
2011, Heim reported. 

“There are many talented students at 
Heights every year it is exciting to listen to 
everyone play their di�erent pieces.”

can even start to rebuild, the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
needs to approve whether the construc-
tion is safe. Since the original playground 
was built out of plastic and then burned 
down, there is a possibility that the ignited, 
petroleum-based plastic created released 
toxins into the environment.

The International Business Class intends 
to continue with providing help by partici-
pating in the clean up this spring. Despite 
the fact that there is still considerable work 
left to be done, the students of Carter's 
business class continue to be positive role 
models in the community's time of need.

Phoyo By Peggy HullThe playground su�ered signi�cant damages as a result of the �re.
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Heights gospel choir competes in 

�nals of local competition
By Eric Gray

The Cleveland Heights High School 
Gospel Choir, under the direction of Mrs. 
Sandra Dixon and student director, Geof-
frey Golden, was a �rst place �nalist in the 
Fox 8/Ford Glee competition held February 
27, 2011 at the Cleveland Auto Show at 
the IX Center. 

Through March 31, the choir is compet-
ing against other �nalists in the competi-
tion for the grand prize of $5,000, which 
the Heights’ gospel choir would use for 

Students, sta� share love of books
by Julia Gay

Early in the school year, the daily PA an-
nouncements started mentioning author 
Suzanne Collin’s Hunger Games trilogy of 
books, and that a student book club would 
be discussing them at their �rst meeting.  

What was this new club? Reading? Don’t 
students do enough of that in class?

Indeed, there are students at Heights 
who enjoy participating in a book club. 
Media specialist Amy Bloomberg said, “It 
shouldn’t feel like an assignment - just 
reading and discussing for fun.” She has 
enjoyed talking with and getting to know 
the student bibliophiles, noting that there 
have been up to twenty students at the 
monthly meetings.

Heights swim team 
raises money for 
medical research
By Monica Chan

For the past number of years, the 
Heights High swim team has given back 
to their community through leaf raking 
for the elderly and helping out at library 
book sales. 

This season, coaches Jim Miller and 
Cassie Ritzmann pledged to donate to the 
Rea Robinson Foundation for each time a 
swimmer on the team swam a race in his 
or her best time. 

The foundation, named after Heights 
alumna and former swim team captain An-
drea “Rea” Robinson, is dedicated to �nding 
a vaccine to prevent the strain of menin-
gitis from which Robinson contracted and 
passed away from in February, 2010. 

Most recently, the swim team hosted its 
Pink in the Pool meet against West Geauga 
High School.  

The event, held on February 4th, served 
as the team’s Senior Night as well as a 
fundraiser to support the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation.

Both teams, showing their support for 
the foundation’s research by donning pink 
swim caps at the meet, raised money all 
season through a variety of ways including 
bake sales and ra�es. 

Freshman wins 
‘Poetry Out Loud’ 
recital contest
By Ilone Eke

On Thursday, February 10, 2011, the 
annual Poetry Out Loud contest took 
place in the quiet room of 243 at Cleveland 
Heights High School.  Poetry Out Loud is a 
national recitation contest, created by the 
National Endowment for the Arts and The 
Poetry Foundation, and is administered in 
partnership with the State Arts Agencies 
.  Freshman Brandi Gibson’s recitation of 
Wilford Owen’s famous anti-war poem 
“Dulce Et Decorum Est” and Carl Dennis’s 
“Progressive Health” earned her the win-
ning award.  

Students, teachers and parents were 
attendance as contestants were graded on 
physical presence, voice and articulation, 
dramatic appropriateness, level of di�cul-
ty, evidence of understanding, and overall 

Bloomberg and fellow media specialist 
Michael Beckman started the book group 
this past fall.  

“Reading for pleasure is an important 
part of becoming a life-long reader.  Book 
club helps encourage kids to do this,” 

Overall, the Heights swim team raised 
$800 for the foundation, which provides 
free mammograms at the Cleveland Clinic.

 Freshman Lillie Hall says, “I felt that the 
combination of senior night and a charity 
event tied the season up well.” “

The event was fun to plan,” says senior 
captain Andrea Chan. “Not only were we 
able to show school spirit, but we were 
given the opportunity to put our time into 
a good cause.”

Bloomberg explained. 
 She also added that she enjoys discuss-

ing the various selections with students. “I 
�nd that they tend to have many insights 
and I usually learn a lot.”

Bloomberg and Beckman chose the �rst 

book of the year; after that, members have 
picked titles that everyone agreed on. In 
addition to the Hunger Games trilogy, the 
club has read Life as We Know It by Susan 
Beth Pfe�er, Hate List by Jennifer Brown 
and Gone by Michael Grant. 

 Bloomberg added that the club is host-
ing author Chris Crutcher on Monday, April 
18th. For that meeting, instead of being 
assigned a speci�c title, members may 
select and read one of his many novels.

New members are always welcome and 
should feel free to contact Mr. Beckman or 
Mrs. Bloomberg in the library in order to 
receive the upcoming book and be added 
to the email list.

new robes and general expenses. Voters 
may view all of the choirs’ performances 
and vote for their favorite at www.driveo-
neohio.com. 

The choir performed four songs: “Never 
Gave Up on Me,” “Deliver Daniel,” “House 
of the Lord,” and “Worship the Lord.”  “The 
choir is, obviously, excited about being a 
�nalist in the contest,” commented Golden. 
“At the auto show, we gave it our all and 
the judges awarded us for that.”

performance by judges Haethem Rasul, 
Renaissance School guidance counselor, 
Sheila Murray, retired Cleveland Heights 
High School media specialist and Kath-
leen Scully-Buxton, English teacher in the 
Renaissance School and  contest advisor.  

“All of the students did amazingly well.  
They were able to memorize challenging 
multi-page poems and demonstrated 
the content of the poems,” commented 
Scully-Buxton.  Other contestants were 
Sophomore So�ja Conic, Freshman Sara 
Shore, Freshman Chidinma (Krystal) Ubani 
and Sophomore Alyssa Zelman who recited 
poems that varied from Edgar Allen Poe’s 
“Dream Within a Dream,” “Jabberwocky” 
by Lewis Carroll and “Famous” by Naomi 
Shihab Nye. 

“Reading for pleasure is an important part of 
becoming a life-long reader. Book club helps 
encourage kids to do this.”
-Amy Bloomberg, 

Cleveland Heights High School Librarian

The Swim Team’s Pink 
in the Pool meet in 
February was more 
than just the team’s se-
nior night. It also dou-
bled as a fundraiser 
for the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation.
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11
through

April

30
SWITCH TO TEA FOR 
FOUR DAYS AND GET 

A FREE 12OZ. CUP 
OF TEA.

{applies only to tea on tap}

TAKE THE TEA
CHALLENGE

7:30 am 
to 10:30 am 

2287 LEE ROAD - 1854 COVENTRY ROAD - WWW.PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM

PHOENIX COFFEE 

heights schools

Joy Henderson

The Heights High Career Tech Criminal 
Justice class donated $550 to help pay the 
utility bills for two Cleveland Heights 
senior citizens. Representatives from the 
Office on Aging were at the school on 
March 3 to accept the donation.
 Social worker Linda Katz told the 
students about one of the adults who 
will benefit from their donation. “She is 
an 82-year-old former social worker who 
lives alone in an older home that she 
has struggled to keep up. She is saddled 
with very high utility and medical bills. 
She even received a notice from the gas 
company that that her gas would be shut 
off. When I told her about your gener-
ous offer to help with her gas bill, she 
was extremely grateful. Your generosity 
made a huge impact on her life.”
 Class president, Cory Dodson, 
speaking for the class, said, “We are re-
ally glad to help older people who need 
assistance with their heating bills.”
 Brandon Watts, a student who was 
instrumental in organizing the proj-
ect, also addressed the social workers. 
“Thank you for the opportunity to help 
senior citizens—and for all you do,” he 
said. “We know you give older people 

the heights high criminal justice class presented the cleveland heights ofice on Aging representatives 
with a check for $550. Accepting the donation were linda Katz, Amy Jenkins and erma gordon (front row, 
l-R). instructor Johnnie lemons (back row, second from R) helped the students organize the project.

criminal justice students help seniors with 
heating bills

hope and help them to remain produc-
tive.”
 Criminal Justice instructor Johnnie 
Lemons is proud of his students. “The 
classes worked hard to make the project 
happen,” he said. “They saw a need and 
stepped up to help.” He sees community 
service projects as a way to move stu-
dents from a selfish attitude to a more 
generous and selfless outlook. He noted 

that some students who underachieve 
in his class were overachievers when 
working on this project.
 Amy Jenkins, supervisor of the 
Cleveland Heights Office on Aging,  
and volunteers Erma Gordon and Lita 
Gonzalez, also attended.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

heights student receives computer certification
Joy Henderson

Heights High senior Carlin Jackson has 
a plan. When he received the CompTIA 
A+ certification in December, he took 
another step toward his eventual goal 
of owning an IT services company. The 
certification gives him credentials for 
computer installation, preventative 
maintenance, networking, security, and 
troubleshooting.
 When Jackson began preparing 
for the test last November, network-
ing teacher Leonard Tabaj provided 

Jacalyn Elfvin 

On March 14, the Monticello Middle 
School Ladies of Leadership took a 
field trip to Ronald McDonald House to 
present a charitable donation of $400. 
The girls participated in a fundraiser to 
help families with the cost of their stay 
during a child’s illness. Accommodations 
are $20 per day, and the Ladies of Lead-
ership were able to help 80 families.
 The students learned the history 
and background of Ronald McDonald 
House and toured the facilities to see 
firsthand the benefits of their efforts. 
Planned for a Saturday in May, the 
eighth graders will return to prepare 
breakfast for visiting families.
 Ronald McDonald House of Cleve-
land, Inc. supports families whose children 
receive treatment at area medical centers 
by providing a homelike environment and 
essential resources and services.
 The Ladies of Leadership advi-
sors are Anna Gregory, Tiffany Mixon, 
Antoinette Scott, Angela Kirkland and 
Melissa Turnbo.

Jacalyn Elfvin is an administrative assistant 
in the Office of Communications and Commu-
nity Engagement for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.

Ladies of Leadership help 
Ronald McDonald families

resource mate-
rials and guid-
ance. “Mr. Tabaj 
was a huge help 
in my prepara-
tion,” Jackson 
said. “The text-
book and sup-
port from him 
were really im-
portant.” 
 For about a month, Jackson spent 
two hours a day studying for the test and 
was thrilled to learn he had passed.

 Jackson met recently with CH-UH 
Superintendent Douglas Heuer and IT 
director Donald Phillips to discuss a 
possible site license that would give 
students free access to Microsoft’s 
professional-grade tools.
 Jackson will attend Case West-
ern Reserve University, and with 
the certification and his two-year 
Cisco Networking Academy class  
at Heights High, he will enter with 
enough credits to pursue a double  
major in computer science and com-
puter engineering. After that, he is 

Fifth graders at Fairfax ‘go greek’

Heights Observer Staff

As a rule, the phrase “going Greek” is 
reserved for college students who join a 
sorority or fraternity, but it also applies 
to the students in Kathy Craig’s fifth-
grade Advanced Curricular Thinking 
(gifted) class at Fairfax Elementary.  
 On Thursday, Feb. 24, family, friends 
and students were the invited guests of 
the god Poseidon (Nasir Carter) and 
his goddess wife, Demeter (Christiana 
Sanders). The occasion for the festivities 
was the birth of a new god, Jessidious. 

Jesse Hodges had won the right to name 
the new Greek god in a drawing.
 Students portraying a centaur, 
Athena, Medusa, Artemis, Persephone, 
and other Olympians entertained and 
informed the audience in a play they 
titled “Birth of a Greek God.”
 Why did the students assume the 
personas of these mythological fig-
ures from Greek history? They were  
meeting various fifth-grade curricu-
lum goals, namely researching and 
documenting sources in proper MLA 
style (Modern Language Association);  

writing a research paper; public  
speaking; reading and synthesizing non-
fiction text to gain information about a 
specific topic.
 In addition to displaying their in-
depth learning with this play, these am-
bitious fifth graders seized the oppor-
tunity to embark on a service-learning 
project by hosting a bake sale to raise 

funds necessary to adopt a naked mole 
rat from the Cleveland Metroparks 
Zoo. The students became interested 
in naked mole rats after listening to a 
class read-aloud titled, The Naked Mole 
Rat Letters by Mary Amato. Students 
raised approximately $78 to meet their 
goal. Kudos to the fifth grade A.C.T. 
students!

considering CWRU’s joint MBA/JD 
program.
 Jackson is a founding member of 
IT Club and a member of the National 
Honor Society. “The opportunities I 
had at Heights High have been a great 
start for me,” he said. “I think I will 
be well prepared for Case.” As for that 
bigger goal in IT entrepreneurship—we 
can’t wait to hear more about that in the 
coming years.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

“Birth of a greek god” stars Kathy craig's fifth grade A.c. t. class.
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Wiley robotics team takes second 
place in tough competition

Ditte Wolin

The Wiley Middle School robotics 
team, the Rawrbots, survived a busy 
weekend of competition. Consisting 
of 7th and 8th graders —Abby Hermes, 
Aviva Klein, Arnaz Simpson, Ann Zicari, 
and Emma Zordan—and coached by 
Rick Gulick and Dianna Neal, the team 
took 2nd place in a field of 21 teams 
at the VEX Robotics Competition at 
Marion Technical College on March 4.
 Wiley was the only middle school 
team in the competition, competing 
against 20 high school teams.
 Teams competing in the Vex Robot-
ics Competition must design, build and 
program a working robot. The 2010–11 
competition was called Round Up, and 
required that robots be able to place 
rings on various posts in and around 
the playing field. Each match lasts for 
2 minutes and 20 seconds. The first 20 
seconds of the match are played in au-
tonomous mode and the final 2 minutes 
are driver controlled. This allows the 
robot to score rings on posts or knock 
over the rings of their opponents. Then 
a member of the team uses a radio con-
trol for 2 minutes to place more rings 
on the 9 posts on the playing court.
 Teams earn two points for each ring 
placed on a post, and five extra points 
for placing more rings on a post than 
their opponents. Wiley was one of the 
few teams that had a working program 

Susie Kaeser

School districts are awash in data!
 Data is part of the everyday life 
of the classroom teacher. It is guiding 
evidence for policy makers, and the 
primary lever for state and federal ac-
countability. These days, data has be-
come the coin of the realm for almost 
any discussion of how well schools are 
doing—an issue of paramount interest 
to the public, too.
 To facilitate community under-
standing of the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School Dis-
trict’s progress, the district website has 
added a new section called the District 
Dashboard. The interested observer is 
invited to visit www.chuh.org, and click 
on the dashboard, to review a manage-
able and, we hope, understandable 
amount of data describing the district’s 
effectiveness and challenges.
 The District Dashboard is like the 
red light on a car dashboard that lets you 
know if the engine is overheating. The 
dashboard data doesn’t tell the whole 
story, but it provides a quick way to as-
sess if the district is moving in the right 
direction. It acts like a warning light that 
invites more investigation. The goal is 
to present enough data for an overview, 
without turning off the reader with too 
much. Just like the simple-to-read dials 
on a car, the District Dashboard “needs 
to be easy to understand and readily avail-
able,” said Superintendent Doug Heuer.

Dashboard gives quick view of school district direction

 The District Dashboard features 
easy-to-read data. Attendance and 
school suspension charts describe school 
climate. Reading and math proficiency 
scores for the district over four years pro-
vide a measure of student achievement. 
Data on college enrollment rates, ACT 
test taking and college credits earned in 
high school help describe college readi-
ness. This is a broader set of issues than 
is reported on the state’s Local Report 
Card for school districts, and the su-
perintendent is hopeful that it paints 
a helpful picture of how the district is 
doing on its mission: to equip students 
to be college ready and life prepared.   
 Each graph shows local performance 
over several years because, according to 
Heuer, “the best way to assess progress 
is to look at the district numbers over 
time, not in comparison to other dis-
tricts.” If things are flat or going in a 
negative direction, it means there is a 
problem. If there is improvement, it 
means district programs and strategies 
are working.
 In addition to providing a quick 
overview of district progress, the dash-
board should also stimulate interest in 
what the “red light” doesn’t explain: 
What is behind the numbers? Where 
are the problems? What is the plan 
to produce progress? In other words, 
what are we doing to make this car run 
smoothly? These are issues that the 
community and school leaders need to 
explore together.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights. She is the former director of 
Reaching Heights and current board member 
of the Home Repair Resource Center.

the coMMoN 
gooD

and gained points for that, as well.
 Teams competed in pairs against 
other pairs in five qualifying rounds. 
The Wiley team was in first place at the 
end of the qualifying matches. Then,  
the top eight teams chose two other 
teams to create an alliance. Those  
alliances went on to compete in playoffs 
and teams that were not chosen were  
out of the running. To win the compe-
tition, teams had to win two of three 
matches. Wiley’s alliance easily sailed 
through the semifinals and went on to  
the final match. The team lost in  
the final round and placed 2nd in the 
competition.
 On Saturday, March 5, the team 
was closer to home, at Cleveland State 
University, for the Cleveland Area Vex 
Qualifier. This competition was more 
rigorous, and consisted of teams that 
had participated in and won other com-
petitions. By the end of the qualifying 
matches, Wiley’s team had placed 10th 
out of 33 teams. The team was chosen by 
the 4th-place team to join their alliance. 
The alliance won the quarterfinals and 
advanced to the semifinals. The alliance 
made a valiant effort, but lost in the 
semifinals.
 Kudos to Abby, Aviva, Arnaz, Ann, 
Emma and their coaches, Rick Gulick 
and Dianna Neal!

Ditte Wolin is the proud parent of a  
Rawrbot.

Wiley students participate in the VeX Robotics competition.

Wiley Middle school student takes second in Plain Dealer spelling bee

Angee Shaker

Hannah Smith, a seventh grader at Wi-
ley Middle School, took second place 
in the Plain Dealer Cuyahoga County 
Scripps Spelling Bee at the Cuyahoga 
Community College Metropolitan 
Campus on March 5.
 After facing nearly 12 rounds with 
about 60 competitors, Smith missed the 
word dysphonia. Smith and her family are 
already gearing up for next year’s spell-
ing bee, according to her mother, Laura 
Weber Smith. 
 “I’m so grateful that Wiley prin-
cipal, Octavia Reid, made it possible 
for Hannah to have this opportunity. 
Without her push for Wiley to become 
a participating school in the Scripps 
Bee, this wouldn’t have happened,” said 
Weber Smith.
 Principal Reid added, “We are 
so proud of Hannah Smith. Not only 

is she a terrific 
speller, but she is 
a 4.0 student who 
hasn’t missed a 
day of school this 
year. Her positive 
attitude and love 
of school makes 
her a great role 
model for the other students, too.”
 Vladimir Petre, an eighth grader 
at Parma Community Middle School, 
took first place and will compete in the 
national bee in Washington, DC.
 Smith won a $100 check from the 
Plain Dealer and a $20 Amazon.com gift 
card. She was inducted into the National 
Junior Honor Society on March 25.

Angee Shaker is the director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

c
H

-u
H

 c
it

y 
sc

H
o

o
l 

d
is

tr
ic

t
c

o
u

rt
es

y 
c

H
-u

H
 c

it
y 

sc
H

o
o

l 
d

is
tr

ic
t



Heights Observer April 5, 2011     www.heightsobserver.org19

heights shoPs

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

Our opening day is
always a big hit!!

Spring has sprung, and the pool is 
just itchin’ to start the new season. 

You wanna play? 

Now accepting new memberships for the 2011  
season. For more information please visit…

www.foresthillswimclub.org

Join before April 30th  
and save $75.

2333 Lee Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

FREE ESTIMATES 
( 4 4 0 )  4 3 9 - 7 9 0 0  

SINCE 
1971 

● Secure all permits 
● Removal of old garage 
● Expert concrete work 
● Overhead door 
● Carpentry 
● Electrical 
● Gutterwork 

ALL JOBS INCLUDE: 
EAST SERVING ALL OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY  WEST 

$500.00 OFF 
Garage  

Must present this ad 
at time of estimate. 
Not valid with any 

other offers.  Expires 
6/20/2011 

Any Complete  

We Do Concrete 
Driveways ● Sidewalks 
Foundations ● Patios 

And More 

Licensed ● Bonded ● Insured 

Grapevine closes after 23 years
Kay Lowe

Cleveland Heights is losing an icon 
with the closing of the Grapevine Wine 
Store. Bob Fishman has decided to leave 
the retail wine business.
 Fishman became interested in food 
at an early age. At 13, he started work-
ing in restaurants as a dish washer and 
worked his way up through the ranks. 
He graduated from college with a degree 
in restaurant/business administration. 
Fishman worked at Au Provence restau-
rant on Lee Road. Owner Tom Wykoff 
had a winery in the basement, and from 
that experience, Fishman became enam-
ored of wines.
 He and his wife and partner, Lisa, 
opened the Grapevine wine store in 
November 1987, after spending more 
than a year looking for the perfect loca-
tion. They chose the Cedar-Fairmount 
business district because of its demo-
graphics and its proximity to hospitals, 

Bob Fishman, owner of the grapevine, showcases some of what was left of his stock and cellar in the 

midst of his going-out-of-business sale.  

museums and downtown Cleveland. The 
Grapevine took a different approach to 
the wine business from the beginning, 
by specializing in wines from the United 
States—mainly California, Washington 

and Oregon. The couple was advised 
against being so specialized, but given 
Bob’s love and knowledge of domestic 
wines, they moved forward and never 
looked back.

 So why is Fishman closing such a 
successful business? “After twenty three 
and a half years, working six or seven 
days a week, it is time to start to enjoy 
life a little,” he said.
 “I am proud we accomplished our 
goal. The best part of the business has 
been meeting and helping the most 
amazing customers anyone could ask 
for. I have met people from all walks 
of life, and from around the world. 
Cleveland Heights is such a unique com-
munity. We will miss our loyal customers 
and friends!”
 Fishman offers some advice to wine 
collectors. “Find your favorite wines and 
enjoy them, but don’t be afraid to try 
new things. For those who cellar wines, 
it is better to drink your wines too early 
than too late.”
 The Fishmans and their daughter, 
Courtney, plan to remain in the Cleve-
land area. Bob is considering many op-
tions for his future. He may stay in the 
wine industry, but he would really like 
to be involved in the health and wellness 
industry. Among the things he will not 
do is work for any competitors, work in 
retail or work six or seven days a week.
 The Cedar Fairmount Special 
Improvement District is continu-
ing to look for a prospective new  
tenant for the space. Fishman says  
his customers were the best, and he 
thanks them for their loyalty over the 
past 23 years.

Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the 
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District.

Help float local business
hiBA seeks volunteers for Memorial Day parade float

Philip Hewitt

The Heights Independent Business Alli-
ance (HIBA) has secured a flatbed trailer 
and truck, courtesy of Montgomery 
Landscaping, to build a float for the 45th 
Annual University Heights Memorial 
Day Parade on Monday, May 30th. The 
parade is an opportunity for HIBA to 
spread the word about the importance 
of shopping locally, while giving members 
visibility for their businesses.  
 To make this happen, HIBA seeks 
volunteers to help build the float on 
Sunday, May 29, participate in the pa-

rade on Mon-
day, and help 
to break down 
the float after-
wards.  This will be a fun chance to 
get involved in the community and 
meet independent business owners. All 
community members are welcome to 
volunteer.  
 If you are interested in participating, 
please contact Alex Quintana by Sunday, 
April 10, at eaquintana@att.net.
 The Heights Independent Business 
Alliance, an affiliate with the American 
Independent Business Alliance, was 

launched in October 2010 with the mis-
sion of building a vital local economy 
based on independent, locally-owned 
businesses, while helping local entrepre-
neurs to thrive by uniting and educating 
the public about the benefits of keep-
ing their money recycling within the  
community. 
 Visit www.shophiba.org for more 
information about HIBA’s mission and 
our membership opportunities.

Philip Hewitt, a senior at John Carroll 
University, is an intern with the Heights 
Independent Business Alliance.

Heights Observer Staff

Cleveland Heights residents Julian Rog-
ers and Kenn Dowell opened a Boost 
Mobile/Virgin Mobile franchise at 2180 
Lee Road. The store features cell phones, 
low-cost cell phone service, air cards and 
accessories for all mobile phones.
  Boost Mobile/Virgin Mobile does 
not require a long-term contract, in-
stead offering a prepaid program in 
which the user pays on a monthly basis 
for Internet, texting and talking.
 Asked why they opened their store 
on Lee Road, Dowell laughed and re-
plied, “Because there was no space on 
Coventry.” But seriously, he added, he 

wanted to be close to home and Heights 
High, where he serves as president of 
the Booster Club and is involved in 
other school activities.
 Julian Rogers and Kenn Dowell, 
both owner/operators of the store, have 
known each other for several years. They 
met while working together on various 
school levies and, most recently, on Rog-
ers’ successful campaign for a seat on the 
new Cuyahoga County Council.
 Boost Mobile/Virgin Mobile is open 
Monday–Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Look for their grand opening and 
ribbon cutting on Saturday, April 16, 
and stop by for a hot dog and refresh-
ments.
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Business Briefs: Boost Mobile opens on  Lee Road
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got syrup?
www.heightsalumni.org

3.25”

9.50”

Sunday, April 17th
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - Heights High Cafeteria

Adults $6 | Children & Seniors $5

You don’t have to be an alum to enjoy all you can eat 
pancakes and tours of  Cleveland Heights High School.  

Bring your appetite as well as a few dollars for raffle tickets 
and a chance to win 1 of  3 iPods.

Peggy Garr !63
Howard Hanna

Pepper Pike

15th Annual Cleveland Heights High School Alumni Foundation Scholarship Pancake Breakfast

Floral
   Fantasies
      Unlimited

PATH! !      
Parent Ambassadors to Heights

Proud to be supported by:

Cleveland Heights Wireless

Noble Library reopens May 16
Nancy Levin

What’s old and new, bigger and brighter 
and comes in the same-size box it did 
before?
 The Noble Neighborhood Library 
Branch, that’s what! The brick build-
ing,  originally designed by Walker and 
Weeks, closed for renovation on Oct. 1. 
Seven months later, on Monday, May 16, 
at 1 p.m., it will reopen.
 “The spaces are bigger—the adult, 
teen and childrens departments all have 
more room,” said new branch manager 
Constance Dickerson. “We achieved this 
by reducing meeting room space and giv-

FEBRUARY 21, 2011

Esther Moss, board vice president, was absent.

Donations to the library
The board accepted the following gifts given to 
the library in 2011:

•  Dr. John F. Burke, Jr., $1,001.46 for program-
ming

•  Recovery, Inc., $50 for meeting rooms
•  Sandra Stewart, $50 for Adult Services 

materials
•  Cleveland Hearing and Speech Center, 

$6,000 for Coventry Deaf Services pro-
gramming

•  Anonymous donor through Friends of the Li-
brary, $3,500 for the teen writing program

Personnel changes
Children’s Services Librarian Susan Black will be 
interim children’s services coordinator.

The events coordinator position is open due to the 
resignation of Tonya Gibson. Job specifications 
and duties for this position will be evaluated before 
the position is filled. The part-time circulation as-
sistant position will be filled immediately.

Sheryl Banks has been appointed marketing and 
communications manager. She has over ten years 
experience in the marketing, communications, and 
events fields.

Organization and compensation review
Reshaping the library’s organizational structure 
and redesigning the compensation system will be 
a major effort in 2011. Especially in light of funding 

reductions, this process is necessary “to modernize 
our service delivery to customers and to survive as 
an institution.” The board passed a resolution to 
hire The Human Resource Department for consult-
ing in an amount not to exceed $45,000.

Public service highlights for January:
• Family Lego Night was a big hit.
•  Three staff members attended a training session 

for a proactive approach to working with teens 
and setting and enforcing behavior limits.

• Planning continues for the PLAYroom at Noble. 
•  The Tap It Smart Board will enhance literacy- 

based programs and storytimes.
•  Electronic device lending began Jan. 24. The six 

eReaders were checked out within a few hours. 
One iPad is also available.

•  Large print materials are now on the first floor 
by the doors from the parking lot.

•  A program at Coventry Library featured nurse 
and energy practitioner Ruth Thayer talking 
about and demonstrating Healing Touch.

•  Senior Spot at University Heights Library held 
a program on Flickr and other photo-sharing 
sites.

•  Dave Howell, a Coventry Young Adult Associ-
ate and Pat McParland, library media specialist 
at Wiley Middle School, created a reading 
group that meets at Wiley twice each month 
after school.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library Board
meeting highlights

National Library Week 2011 is April 10–16.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Saturday, April 16, 3 p.m.
Author John Stark Bellamy II

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Wednesday, April 13, 12:30 p.m.
Tech Training for Seniors
 
Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Monday, April 11, 7 p.m
Publishing your Website class 
(Registration Required)

Wednesday, April 13, 6:30 p.m.
Ace that Interview class
(Registration Required)
Thursday, April 14, 3–5 p.m.
Teen “Book Cover Art Contest”
Friday, April 15, 10:30–11:p.m.
Reading Rumpus Storytime
Saturday, April 16, 2–5 p.m. 
Tenth annual Student Art Show 
   Opening Reception
Saturday, April 16–Saturday, May 14
Tenth annual student art show

All Branches
Wednesday, April 13, 3–5 p.m.
“Read in Raffle” for pizza gift certificate 
   during Teen Spot

WHAt’s GOiNG ON At yOUR LiBRARy?

ing the library over to families.”  
 “The interior is the perfect blend 
of old and new,” she adds. “We returned 
the library to its 1936 design roots.”
 Prior to the library opening for 
business, the Friends of the Heights Li-
braries will host a sneak-peek fundraiser 
on May 12. Proceeds from the party will 
pay for the full-sized tree sculpture that 
will adorn the children’s room.
 The public is invited to a grand-
reopening party on Sunday, May 15, with 
light refreshments and music. Partygo-
ers can meet Eliot Ness and Eleanor 
Roosevelt, actors who will recreate the 
era of Noble’s original opening in 1936. 

Tours of the building—at 2800 Noble 
Road—will also be offered.
 An eight-foot-tall tree will be a focal 
point of the children’s room. Its bark has 
pockets for puppets, and its branches will 

Postponed on account of success: 

McLain at Coventry Library April 27
Nancy Levin

Author Paula McLain was scheduled 
to speak at the Coventry Library on 
Wednesday, April 20, but that was 
before her latest book hit store book-
shelves in February. 
 “McLain had to reschedule her talk 
for April 27, because people can’t get 
enough of her” said Pat Gray, Coventry 
Library branch manager. Her visit is 
part of a local author series sponsored 
by Appletree Books, Coventry Library 
and Mac’s Backs Bookstore.
 McLain will discuss and sign her 
bestselling new novel, The Paris Wife. 
Set during the time of Hemingway’s A 
Moveable Feast and The Sun Also Rises, 
The Paris Wife captures the voice and 
heart of Hadley Hemingway, Ernest 
Hemingway’s first wife, in her role as a 
woman trying to find her place in the 
tumultuous world of 1920s Paris.
 McLain will be joined by writer 
Terry Dubow who teaches classes on 

the Lost Generation.
 While McLain lives in Cleveland, 
she teaches in the MFA Poetry program 
at New England College. Her first book 
of poetry, Less of Her, was published in 
1999. 
 Paula McLain was born in Fresno, 
California in 1965. After being aban-
doned by both parents, she and her two 
sisters became wards of the California 
court system, moving in and out of vari-
ous foster homes for the next 14 years. 
When she aged out of the system, she 
supported herself by working as a nurse’s 
aide in a convalescent hospital, a pizza 
delivery girl, an auto plant worker and 
a cocktail waitress before discovering 
that she could (and very much wanted 
to) write. These experiences inform her 
memoir Like Family: Growing Up in Other 
People’s Houses.

Nancy Levin is the director of the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights Public 
Library.

filter a sunburst of light from the ceil-
ing. Wooden houses that were a fixture 
of the librarian’s desk in the old library 
have been preserved and will return to 
the bookshelves in the new room. Other 
features of the room include a tunnel to 
crawl through, a fish tank to ponder and, 
of course, books, music, magazines and 
computers. An early literacy room, paid 
for by a federally-funded grant obtained 
through the state library, is designed for 
members of the under-five crowd and 
their parents.

Nancy Levin is the director of the CH-UH  
Public Library.

Grand Reopening
Sunday, May 15  

2 - 4 pm  
Fun for the whole Family! 
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heights schools

Fish Fry! at the Burger Joint in 
Whole Foods Market® 
through April 22!

Check our seafood counter 
for daily fish specials!

•Fried Fish Sandwich $6.99
•Crab Cake Sandwich $7.99
•Shrimp Po’ Boys      $7.99

Made to order.
Grab fries and slaw to 
complete your meal!

Wednesdays and Fridays

It’s true. 
Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 

FEBRUARY 21, 2011
All board members were present.

Drug-free security measures for Cleve-
land Heights High school
Safety and Security Coordinator Bryan Loretz 
presented a plan to implement previously ap-
proved security measures designed to ensure a 
drug-free environment at Heights High School. The 
district will follow the lead of several neighboring 
districts (including Shaker Heights, South Euclid, 
East Cleveland, and Maple Heights) in instituting 
periodic walkthroughs by police with dogs trained 
to detect illegal drugs in student lockers, which are 
district property. Classes will not be disrupted, and 
students will be inconvenienced only if they are 
identified as having a locker in which drugs are 
present. The presence of drugs packaged for sale 
must be reported as a felony. A walkthrough will 
take approximately twenty minutes and students 
will not be informed as to when one will occur.
 Board members discussed whether and 
how to announce the plan. Loretz recommended 
against any announcement. [Later, this observer 
learned from the communications director that on 
Feb. 28, 2011 the district sent a letter announcing 
the plan to families of Heights High students.]

UH Memorial Day parade
There was a brief discussion, but no decision, 
of responding to a request for school board 
participation in the University Heights Memorial 
Day parade.

LWV observer: Nancy Dietrich.

MARCH 1, 2011
All board members were present.

two grants approved
The board approved two grant awards. A Leaders 
in Training award for $50,000 from the Cleveland 
Foundation, as part of its “My Commitment, My 
Community” (MyCom) program, will be used for 
family and civic engagement project. The second 
grant for $100,000 from the Garrett Morgan 
Foundation will go to Boulevard Elementary 
School for transportation and technology. Several 
years ago, Boulevard was involved in fundrais-
ing for the renovation and care of the Garrett A. 
Morgan memorial, and now the foundation has 
reciprocated.

National Conference on Advancing  
student Achievement
Board president Coble, Superintendent Heuer, 
and Cleveland Heights Teachers’ Union Presi-

dent Thomas Schmida attended the National 
Conference on Advancing Student Achievement 
Through Labor-Management Collaboration in 
Denver, Col., on Feb. 15 and 16. The Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights school district was one 
of 150 districts throughout the country, and one of 
eight in Ohio, selected to participate in the confer-
ence, which was called by the U. S. Department 
of Education. Districts were selected if the district 
management and labor were already successfully 
collaborating to solve problems. These districts 
are to be the seeds of change that will influence 
neighboring districts and transform education. A 
number of the workshops and seminars focused 
on ways district administration and teachers unions 
could work collaboratively to solve problems.

senate Bill 5
Coble noted that continually changing language 
makes it difficult to take a stand on Senate Bill 
5, which involves collective bargaining rights. 
However, the CH-UH school district supports the 
right to collectively bargain, firmly believes in the 
principle of collaboration, and believes the good 
of the students should be kept above all else.

University square tiF
Scott Gainer presented financial reports includ-
ing a resolution to approve the county’s tax rate 
assessment, and an amendment to the current 
tax increment financing (TIF) agreement with Uni-
versity Square Development. The amendment set 
dates and other items for collecting outstanding 
district levy payments, as previously agreed, from 
the City of University Heights and the University 
Square Developers.

East side school boards
Coble attended the first meeting of the East Side 
boards of education, including CH-UH, Shaker 
Heights, South Euclid-Lyndhurst, Orange, Solon, 
Mayfield, and others. The topic of the first meeting 
was the paperless board meeting and the “Board 
Docs” software program. He found the meeting to 
be extremely useful. The April meeting will concern 
school finances.

LWV observer: Cassandra Talerico.

CH-UH Board of Education
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

African American history and soul food dinner at heights high

Joy Henderson

Heights High PRIDE School student 
Prisca Ngolo was part of a Walk Through 
History at the Soul Food Dinner and 
African American History Event held at 
Heights High on Feb 18.  At the event, 
sponsored by the middle and high school 
Minority Student Achievement Net-
work, guests walked through a circuit of 
students and their posters to learn about 
African-American history.
 The evening also included musical 

A learning day for teachers
Joy Henderson

Students in the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights schools were not 
in school on Feb. 28, but teachers and 
other staff were in classrooms learning 
and sharing.
 At the high school level, there were 
three main goals for the day. “We focused 
on easing the academic transition for 9th 
graders, using technology as a teaching/
learning tool, and sharing best practices,” 
said Allison Byrd, CH-UH coordinator 
of secondary curriculum.
 While CH-UH staff learning is not 
limited to one day, it is helpful to have a 
whole day to address specific areas. The 
adult learning day at Heights High in-
cluded six sessions. Some were focused 
on work for each small school, while 
other sessions focused on subject area.
 A sample of the work for the four 
core subject areas included:
 Math Middle and high school 
teachers met to discuss the best way 
to prepare students for Algebra I. The 
district math program specialist led the 
session in which 9th-grade teachers talk-
ed about the skills they teach, to help 
middle school teachers understand the 
goals and methods used in high school. 
Middle school teachers talked about 
their approaches and challenges.
 Science Teachers for grades 6–9 
met to review pacing charts. These 
charts show what concepts are taught, 
and when to insure that the concepts 
build on each other and that students 
receive solid background instruction for 
the complex ideas. Science teachers also 
learned about Web resources for teach-
ing graph skills, and examined the new 
state standards for science.
 Social Studies Middle and high 
school social studies teachers attended 
sessions about how to access original 
documents from the National Archives 

website and how to “read like a histori-
an,” using primary source documents to 
spark inquiry. Teachers learned about an 
interactive website, StrataLogica, that 
demonstrates immigration patterns, en-
vironmental impact and explorations.
 English Teachers focused on shar-
ing best practices for specific teaching 
challenges, activities to prepare students 
for final exams, and discussions between 
8th-and-9th grade teachers. The middle 
-to-high school collaboration will con-
tinue this spring with two high school 
teachers working with middle school 
teachers.
 When teachers share what they 
know and ask the important questions 
about how to improve student achieve-
ment, the culture of adult learning and 
constant improvement grows.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

Joyce Bukovac, heights high math liaison, led 
math sessions at the Feb. 28 ch-Uh professional 
development day.

performances from the Heights Boys 
and Girls Barbershoppers, Gospel Choir 
and guest blues artist Kevin Richards.  
Parent Kris Austin introduced the musi-
cal groups and described the events of 
the era each performance represented.  
 Carla Bailey and Kris Austin co-
chaired the event. The Heights High 
Parent Connection Council sponsored 
it.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

health and Wellness Fair scheduled
for April 16 at Wiley Middle school
Andrea Davis

April is Minority Health Month. In 
recognition of the event, Octavia Reid, 
Wiley Middle School principal, is 
embracing the opportunity to extend 
access, awareness and information to 
Cleveland Heights–University Heights 
families by hosting the school’s first 
Health and Wellness Fair.
 In partnership with Cleveland 
Clinic, the Health and Wellness Fair is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 16 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the campus of Wiley 
Middle School, 2181 Miramar Blvd., 
University Heights. Reflecting the 
age of the students served by Wiley  
Middle School, the Health and Well-
ness Fair features adolescent as well as 
adult topics.  
 Physicians, nurses and counselors 
will be available to address such medical 
concerns as diabetes care, healthy cook-
ing and lifestyle choices, and mental 
health. There will also be on-site heart 
screenings for glucose, blood pressure 
and cholesterol.
 Reid has made women’s health a 
primary focus of the fair. Teen aware-
ness educator Johanna Orozco will 
speak about teen dating and domestic 
violence. Staff will also be available to 

discuss adolescent health concerns and 
HIV testing.
 This event is free and open to  
the public. For further information, 
please contact Wiley Middle School at 
216- 371-7270. 
 
Andrea Davis, a local freelance writer and 
blogger, is interested in promoting discussion 
and information in the CH-UH area on 
an array of topics for the betterment of the 
community.
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clAssiFieD ADs

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $23.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 5/31/11 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

FINLEY LANDSCAPING 
 

Individualized services  
for your property 

  

Spring Clean Up 
Property Maintenance 

Pruning * Perennial and Bed Work  
 

 Fully insured Free estimates 
 

In the Heights since 1988  

216-932-5689 
finleylandscaping@sbcglobal.net 

OFFICE NET CENTRAL 
Workspace without the Overhead! 

***Co-Workspace Ofc.*** 

 WI-FI ofc.; Cubicles & Table Space rentals 
 Conference Room rental available 
 Virtual Services; Computer Repair 
 Comfortable Setting; Café Corner on premises 

Upcoming April Networking Events 
 1 Year Anniversary Celebration on Friday, April 15, 2011. 

All day free OPEN HOUSE; refreshments, 9am - 6pm  

12414 Euclid Ave., Cleve., OH 44106 
Tel# 216.229.3002 Fax# 216.229.9190 
 

www.OfficeNetCentral.com OfficeNetCentral@att.net 

Seeking Sponsors ($100) & Vendors ($50) for May 18 Job Fair. 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

Increase Energy Efficiency  
 

Repair/Restore Existing Windows 
 

Maintain the Historic Look of 
your Heights Home 

 

More Cost Effective than  
    Replacement Windows 

MJM 
Window Restoration  

 
 

CALL US NOW FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION 

 

216-321-7729

* INSTANT QUOTES * 
 

AUTO/MOTORCYCLE/BOAT 
HOME/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS 
LIFE/HEALTH INSURANCE 

 
$35 LIABILITY 

$70 FULL COVERAGE 
 

www.ohioinsurancequote.net 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road (216) 691-9227 

Embroidery for You 
University Heights Best Kept Secret! 

Our specialty is  
Custom Embroidery, Business Apparel, 

Monogramming, Team embroidery 
Let us help you with your special needs 

 

Located at And Sew On  
Needlepoint Studio for 36 years 

 

2243 Warrensville Center Road 
University Heights Ohio  44118 

 

Emb4you@roadrunner.com 
 

Cathy    216-410-3519 or 216-321-5210

 • Small, Friendly Yoga Classes
• Healing Reiki Therapy

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578 

Located in Coventry Village

Heights Hardware 

          

1792 Coventry Road 
216-321-4701    

 
  

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

PROMARKPROMARKPROMARK   
   

         ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &   
SEAL COATINGSEAL COATINGSEAL COATING   
216216--249249--45074507  

  

FREE ESTIMATES! 
SEE US ON ANGIES LIST: 

WWW.PROMARKASPHALTPAVING   

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$650 - $725 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

We hire the following substitutes 
for school systems: 

The Renhill Group  

Food Service 
Lunchroom Aide 
Classroom Aide 
Security Monitors 

We require clean background checks,  
TB test and experienced candidates 

If qualified and interested please  
apply online @ www.renhillgroup.com

SHUMAKER’S 
HARDWOOD FLOORS LLC 

 
HIGH QUALITY  

HARDWOOD FLOOR SERVICES 
FEATURING DUST-FREE SANDING 

 
Installation Repair & Refinishing 

Family Owned & Operated 
Fully Insured 

 
PHONE: 216-659-7676 

www.shumakers-hardwood-floors.com 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-513-3070 to find out how you can advertise your business for $22/month

SEITZ 
-AGIN 

HARDWARE 

Service, Quality,  
Community 

 

(216) 321-4630 
2271 LEE ROAD 

 

SEITZ-AGIN.COM 

 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & tile replacement 
Flashings 
Copper work 
Gutter cleaning & repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

Grad Student Needs  
Participants for Thesis 

Be entered to win $100 
 Attend screening of Harold Lloyd film 

& fill out 10-min. questionnaire.   
7PM Weds. April 6; 2PM Sat. April 9;

 Other times available.   
CSU, Music & Communication Bldg, 

Rm. 107, Euclid & E. 21.  
Parking on Chester  

Contact: d.fitzpatrick13@csuohio.edu / 
216-513-1369
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heights shoPs

X-LARGE 15" 16-CUT 
ONE-TOPPING FOR

$1299
Chicken and X-Cheese additional

Offer expires 3/31/10

X-LARGE 15" 16-CUT 
ONE-TOPPING FOR

$1299
Chicken and X-Cheese additional

Offer expires 4/30/11

Richie Chan’s Chinese food—honor your elders
Lizzy Caston 

It started with the wonton soup—basic 
but soothing, with delicate, silky, stuffed 
wonton noodles floating in a subtle, 
clear broth, and just a hint of ginger. 
Simple fare from humble surroundings, 
but done with surprising quality and 
care. This sums up Richie Chan’s: classic 
Chinese-American comfort food done 
right. It’s the kind of food craved after 
a long work day, during an evening of 
staying in watching DVDs, or as a way to 
feed a last-minute crowd when cooking 
is out of the question.
 With little more than simple neon 
window signs beckoning from Cedar 
Road near the intersection with Lee 
Road, Richie Chan’s is easy to overlook. 
But they must be doing something right. 
Open almost every day, with an always 
steady clientele, Richie’s has been serv-
ing Cleveland Heights and beyond for 
close to 25 years.
 Although the surroundings and 
low prices might indicate otherwise, 
this isn’t your standard hole in the wall. 
Sure they serve the greatest hits of 

Chinese-American cuisine, including 
a retro 1950s cocktail party staple—
cream cheese-filled Crab Rangoon —and 
crunchy, addictive shrimp chips. Scratch 

the surface, though, and more “authen-
tic” dishes appear: oyster mushrooms 
and shrimp in a subtle light soy sauce; 
funky black bean sauce stir-fried green 
beans with pork; and Singapore noodles 
with curry seasoning.
 Richie Chan and his wife, Ty, are the 
heart and soul of the restaurant and the 
only staff. It’s astounding the number of 
dishes and quantity of food the Chans 
prepare and serve on a daily basis, and 
how hard they work from morning until 
midnight. 
 Originally from Hong Kong, the 
Chans came to Cleveland in 1978 and 
opened Richie Chan’s in 1986. They are 
passionate about cooking. A window 
gives customers a direct view into the 
workings of the clean kitchen. Piles of 
fresh, colorful vegetables sit waiting to 

be chopped. A peek at a little religious 
shrine and TV in the back indicates that 
this is not just a restaurant kitchen, it’s 
a homey family kitchen as well.
 Quality is king. Fried foods are of-
ten the bane of take-out joints—heavy, 
greasy, with a dirty, burnt taste. Not at 
Richie’s. Here, oil in the deep fryer is 
clean and changed often. Plump, ten-
der eggrolls are crispy, not greasy. The 
seasoned chicken wings are juicy with a 
crispy fried coating.
 Portions are generous. A small 
pint of fried rice stuffed to the gills in 
the paper takeout container easily be-
comes two pints when put into a bowl. 
Although not all dishes will appeal to 
all tastes, and some are more textbook 
than others, part of the fun is finding 
what you love and what you can bypass 
on your next Richie Chan’s journey. In 
an extra touch of friendliness, Ty will 
always provide a fresh orange or two 
with each order along with standard 
fortune cookies.
 Richie Chan’s is open for lunch 
Monday through Saturday, and dinner 
every day, until 10:30 p.m. on weekdays 
and 11 or 11:30 p.m. on weekends. Free 
parking is available in the lot next door, 
to the west of the building.
 Richie Chan’s is Chinese-American 
food for the soul.

Lizzy Caston is a marketing, public rela-
tions profesional who resides in Cleveland 
Heights.

Richie Chan’s
13181 Cedar Road

216-932-8900

No alcohol

New name, old face on Coventry
Tongchan Boonyapataro

Coventry Village just welcomed a new 
Thai restaurant. Its name is a reminder 
of an earlier gift shop on the same road, 
and its food a reminder of a former oc-
cupant.
 In late January, High Thai’d opened 
at the former location of the popular 
Mint Café. Tony Chaichana, a partner in 
the new restaurant, said the name plays 
on “high tide,” a Thai expression for an 
opportunity that one should seize. Simi-
larity to the name of a Coventry Road 
gift shop that closed in 2005—High 
Tide Rock Bottom—is coincidental.
 Chaichana is a native of Thailand. 
With a degree in civil engineering, he 
arrived in Cleveland three years ago to 
seek his MBA. He was thrilled to learn 
of an opportunity to invest in his first 
Thai restaurant in Cleveland Heights. “I 
love meeting and serving my customers, 
who are open-minded and adventurous. 
They enjoy being exposed to new cul-
tures, and they are enthusiastic to try 
new dishes,” Chaichana said.
 Chaichana employs three chefs 
from the Mint Café, plus a newcomer 
from Chicago. “What you used to eat 
at Mint Café, you can also find here,” 
Chaichana guaranteed. New dishes 
include Duck Choo Chee (sliced bone-
less duck with vegetables in choo chee 
curry sauce), and Cleveland Heights 
Treasure (a combination of seafood and 
vegetables, sautéed in a mild sauce).
 In the next months, Chaichana 
plans to make his restaurant even more 
authentic by adding side dishes of sticky 
rice and rice noodle, in addition to the 
usual white and brown rice.

Tips for eating the Thai way
•  Thais use spoons and forks as eating 

utensils. They rarely use chopsticks 
unless they are eating noodle soup.

•  Thai soups are usually eaten together 
with rice and other dishes because they 
are spicy and full of flavor.

High thai’d
Mon.–Thurs. 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 
 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.; 4  - 10:30 p.m.
Sun. 4 - 9:30 p.m.
1701 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights
216-321-5000

•  Thais like to order many dishes and 
share them with their dining part-
ners.

Tongchan Boonyapataro is a graduate student 
at John Carroll University and an intern at 
FutureHeights.

Richie chan shows off his extensive menu.

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn
this year with a customized lawn care program. Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and green again. To find out
how we can make your yard the envy of the neighborhood call today.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
SAVE $25.00
Take $25.00 off lawn care
and renovation services
when you sign up for a season
lawn care program.

Not to be combined with other
offers. Expires June 30, 2011
Code:HOBLC0511
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All the taste without the guilt
A Phiner Bistro masters the art of healthy food and hospitality
Jennifer Holton 

While a restaurant with a philosophy 
of instilling happiness in its customers 
may not seem like the ideal recipe for 
success, A Phiner Bistro has the perfect 
elements to give other small restaurant 
owners a run for their money. 
 Owner Phiner Dike, a native of 
Lagos, Nigeria, places just as much 
emphasis on her customers as she does 
on creating delicious cuisine. The bis-
tro, located at 2199 Lee Road, opened 
in January 2011 hoping to draw people 
from the Cedar Lee Theatre and the 
surrounding area. It was established in 
2006 in Avon, Ohio, where it developed 
a loyal customer base that travels the 
40 minutes to the East Side for weekly 
visits. The atmosphere of the bistro 
is an intimate setting brightened by 
sunshine yellow walls and snapshots of 
vibrant flowers on canvas. It’s a fitting 
environment for the menu designed by 
Dike, which she described as “eclectic, 
young and fresh.”
 “It’s honest food,” Dike said. “We 
custom make everything using organic 
meat and produce, while avoiding the 
creation of anything breaded or deep-
fried.” 
 The menu offers a long list of unique 
options that range from authentic Ni-
gerian dishes to other cuisines, such 
as Italian, French and Mediterranean. 
Food is not enhanced with preservatives 
or artificial flavors, and ocean sea salt 
is substituted for standard white salt. 
For an appetizer, try the hummus with 

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

3451 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

www.heightsfloralshoppe.com
www.heightsfloralshoppe.blogspot.com

216-321-4114

New Location –
in the Garden Room 
of Paysage

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

grilled pita chips. It’s a delicious start 
and won’t leave you feeling too full to 
finish your main course. Another starter 
is the chicken garlic soup made from 
scratch—a light and flavorful choice for 
a cold afternoon. 
 Customers won’t find sides of 
French fries or onion rings; each entrée 
comes with rice, sautéed vegetables and 
salad. None of the salad dressings is 
cream-based; each is fruit-based, made 
with mangos, strawberries or other 
fruits. Entrées, such as the boneless 
chicken breast, come with coconut rice 
and a peanut sauce certain to turn taste 
buds away from the fried and greasy 
side dishes they once loved. The menu 
accommodates vegetarians, and offers 
beans and gluten-free organic brown 

rice. To finish the meal, the restaurant 
offers a variety of luscious desserts, such 
as the “Pie-Tini” on vanilla ice cream 
wrapped in roasted pecans and melted 
caramel—that goes well with the freshly 
ground coffee and delicious almond 
cream. 
 A Phiner Bistro offers a few unique 
touches that set it apart from other lo-
cal independent restaurants. One of the 
most distinctive elements is its fresh, 
organic, antioxidant-rich fruit and veg-
etable juices. 
 Dike first gained recognition with 
her book, “Juicing for Your Soul,” which 
focuses on a simple approach to healthy 
eating to achieve physical enrichment. 
She teaches juicing classes at the bistro, 
educating others on good fruit combi-
nations. There is also a BYOB policy, 
which allows customers to bring their 
own alcohol for a $4 charge. A Phiner 
Bistro does not serve alcohol. 
 What will most likely keep people 
coming back is the menu’s flexibility, 
as it rotates on a weekly basis. Dike 
explained that if customers don’t see 
something on the menu, they can ask 
the chef to make it. It’s this type of 
service that makes each customer’s ex-
perience personal, and serves as a great 
incentive to return. The menu and the 
service are proven factors that show A 
Phiner Bistro masters the art of healthy 
food and hospitality.
 “I’ve learned that people are happy 
when they’re healthy, and when the world 
is happy, it is a better place,” Dike said.

Jennifer Holton is a writer and the arts and 
life editor for John Carroll University’s The 
Carroll News.

A Phiner Bistro
Tues.–Thurs. 11:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 4 to 10 p.m.
2199 Lee Road
216-320-0688
www.aphinerbistro.com

HIBA, Observer offer adver-
tising discount to members

Megan Johnson

A new arrangement 
with the Observer 
earns HiBA mem-
bers a five percent discount off new or 
existing advertising contracts for each 
ad that includes the HiBA stamp.
 Simply include the image anywhere 
on your ad artwork and submit the revised 
ad to the Observer for your next insertion, 
along with a brief note identifying your 
ad as one that qualifies for the discount. 
Discounts will be reflected on your next 
invoice for each individual ad.
 Not only does the Buy Local cam-
paign cut advertising expenses for HiBA 
members, but it also promotes indepen-
dent business by extending the buy local 
message to the community through the 
Heights’s largest distribution media 
outlet.  
 So, show off your small-business 
pride in the Heights Observer, and reap 
the benefits of your Heights iBA mem-
bership!
 To receive the stamp, please send 
a request from your HiBA contact e-
mail to info@shophiba.org. Ad artwork 
for the May 2011 issue of the Heights 
Observer is due by noon on April 25.

*To be eligible for the discount, you 
must be a current HiBA member. 
Discount applies to ads 1/16th-page or 
larger; begins with April issue and is not 
retroactive. 

Megan Johnson is the interim organizing 
director of the Heights Independent Business 
Alliance and executive director of the Karen 
Foundation for Multiple Schlerosis. 

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm to 1 am

                  “respect the food, 
          don’t mess with it too much  
           and the end result 
                   will always be great.”
                                      jill vedaa executive chef

LIQUID PLANET LIQUID PLANET   
is expanding nationally and 

regionally.  
6-18 month training programs 

begin soon. 

Send resume to 
info@liquid-planet.com 

Qualified candidates may be 
able to relocate.  
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Zagara’s Marketplace celebrates 75 years with improvements
Julie Conrad 

The linchpin of a community is its 
grocery store. It’s not only where one 
finds apples and meats; it’s also where 
one finds his or her neighbors.
 Pa Zagara (Charlie) opened his first 
grocery store in 1936 at 7001 Kinsman 
Ave. in Cleveland. His youngest son 
Frank, grabbed the reins in 1961 and 
today, Frank’s son, John, continues the 
proud tradition of offering specialized 
foods and service to shoppers. Zagara’s 
Marketplace, now located at the corner 
of Lee and Overlook, began serving the 
Cleveland Heights community in 1988.
 The family-owned and operated 
business has weathered several eco-
nomic ups and downs throughout its 75-
year history. This recent recession was 
like no other John Zagara experienced. 
Customer shopping and spending habits 
changed, and the store’s selection was 
“out of balance” for value-conscious and 
recession-battered families. In response, 

changes were made to product selection 
and to the location of items throughout 
the store.
 In hindsight, John realized the 
changes were not well received, despite 
his best intentions. Corrections have 
been underway for the past month, 
incorporating feedback from shoppers 
on what they want to see and experience 
when they shop at Zagara’s.
 Today’s Zagara’s Marketplace shop-
per will find many specialty items back 
on the shelves and in plain sight. “If 
you’re looking for a specialty item, it 
will be featured on our rounded shelves 
throughout the aisles,” said John. “And 
if you can’t find an item you are looking 
for, please ask us. If we don’t have it, we 
will find it and stock it for you.”
 In addition to the new items, 
Zagara’s is creating more ways for 
shoppers to receive information about 
store specials, community events and 
news on seasonal items. The store re-
cently launched Facebook and Twitter 

pages. There also are multiple overhead 
screens throughout the store conveying 
messages. Cleveland Heights nonprofit 
organizations interested in posting their 
news on the screens should contact 
store manager Jerry Thompson at 216-
320-4575. The screens also are available 
for business advertising. 
 On the horizon is a customer loy-
alty program for Zagara’s shoppers and 
a 75-year anniversary celebration this 
summer. “We’ve been listening to our 
customers and have a greater under-
standing of what they are looking for in 
their shopping experience,” said John. 
“As we roll out these new programs, we 
will continue to deliver on our com-
mitment to providing quality foods, an 
easy shopping experience, exceptional 
service and products at a competitive 
price.” 

Julie Conrad is head of grocery shopping for 
her family, and a public relations professional 
working with Zagara’s Marketplace. 

John Zagara continues the proud family tradi-
tion of offering specialized foods and service to 
shoppers.

pizzaBOGO claims the Best Gourmet Pizza in America award
Liz Hersh 

PizzaBOGO franchisee Robert Kopis 
captured first place and the $7,500 top 
prize at the 2011 Pizza Pizzazz competi-
tion with his Tuscan Fiorentina pizza. 
The Cleveland Heights, Akron and Hud-
son pizzaBOGO operator beat 52 pizza 
makers, including members of the USA 
Pizza Team, in the contest’s gourmet 
category held during the North America 
Pizza & Ice Cream Show (NAPICS) at 
the Columbus Convention Center.
 “Finally, we got some eyeballs and 
taste buds to appreciate our innova-
tion,” said Kopis, whose pizza used a 
spicy garlic sauce base and fresh basil, 
roasted red peppers, onion, mushroom, 
cheese, sirloin steak, fresh scallions and 
stripes of balsamic glaze. “This win is 
a boost to our confidence. And it’s a 
new paradigm for the pizza industry to 
embrace other cultures’ flavors and taste 
experiences on a flatbread!”
 Issam Halawi, franchisor of the 
three-unit, Akron, Ohio-based com-
pany, called the win a valuable addition 
to the brand. He credits the victory to 
the judges’ recognition of the creativity 
and innovation in pizzaBOGO’s diverse 
culinary style.
 “With our pizzas, you can let your 
taste buds travel the world without a 
passport, to India, Thailand, the Medi-
terranean, you name it. We make a world 

Robert Kopis of pizzaBogo creates his tuscan Fiorentina pizza at the North American Pizza and ice 
cream show at the columbus convention center.

worth eating,” Halawi said. “But I truly 
believe winning is a byproduct of con-
sistently doing things right, which we 
strive to do every day.”

 The two-day Pizza Pizzazz contest 
judged pizzas in two categories, gourmet 
and traditional. A panel of 30 judges 
evaluated as many as 60 pizzas for taste, 

presentation, crust quality and market-
ability. Six finalists were chosen to bake 
a pair of pizzas for a second round of 
judging.
 NAPICS annually attracts 4,500 
pizza and ice cream business owners, 
managers and operators, and provides 
a forum for them to meet a variety of 
food and equipment vendors.
 While making his two final pizzas, 
Kopis smiled when asked if the event 
was stressful. “This is a labor of love for 
me. I waited all year to showcase our 
culinary talents in flavor and innova-
tion,” he said, grinning and gesturing 
toward tiny pieces of cheese he was ar-
ranging carefully with the tines of a fork. 
“Excellence is shown through tasteful 
differentiation.”
 PizzaBOGO is a growing franchise 
brand that has innovated FREE Unlim-
ited Toppings and specializes in making 
high-quality, world gourmet pizzas sold at 
a “Buy One, Get One Free” value price. 
To promote community generosity, every 
Friday the company encourages patrons 
to “Buy One, Give One” to others who 
may be hungry or just haven’t experienced 
the Pizza BOGO taste. The company is 
based in Akron, Ohio. It’s Cleveland 
Heights location is at 13434 Cedar Road 
in the Cedar Taylor district.

Liz Hersh is the owner of Hersh Public 
Relations.
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 Summer Ruffing It 
  has “It” covered!

www.ruffi ngmontessori.net/sri  
2 1 6 • 9 3 2 • 7 8 6 6

June 20 - July 29, 2011

Ruffing Montessori School 
3380 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights OH 44118

• Ages   3-6   
• Grades  1-5
• Grades  6-8
• Before and After Care

A GREEN SCHOOL
Crain’s Cleveland Emerald Award 

    2010 Recognition for Sustainability 
LEED Certifi ed
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Mom & Dad,

The Music Settlement is 

Jazz Camp   6/20 - 7/1Piano Camp I   6/20 - 7/1Music Builders   6/20 - 7/15Rainbow Camp   6/27 - 8/4Chamber Music Camp I  7/5 - 7/9Chamber Music Camp II 7/11 - 7/15Brass & Wind Camp  7/18 - 7/22Musical Theatre Camp  7/18 - 7/29Piano Camp II   7/18 - 7/29Suzuki Camp   7/31 - 8/6
Can we check out their website to learn more? www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Music Builders
Piano Camp

For more information, call 216-421-5806, ext. 100 or visit www.TheMusicSettlement.org
11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland, OH 44106

Programs are generously funded by:

the residents of 
Cuyahoga County 
through Cuyahoga 

Arts & Culture

Your 
Picture 
Here

SUMMER CAMPS AT 
THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT...

...THE ONLY THING MISSING IS YOU!

APRIL FREE EVENTS AT THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT 
4/2, Musical Mix & Mingle, 3:00 p.m.
4/9, Suzuki Student Recital, 2:00 p.m.
4/10, Vocal Performance Class, 2 p.m. 

4/14, Student Recital, 7:00 p.m.
4/16, Duo Vocal Recital, 2:30 p.m.   
4/17, Sonata/Sonatina Piano Fest, 3:00 p.m.

4/25, “The Jazz Mind” w/Bobby Jackson, 7:00 p.m.
4/29, Suzuki Recital 6:00 p.m.
4/30, Student Recital, 2:00 p.m.

FINANCIAL 
AID IS 

AVAILABLE

“This is the 
best camp!”

2010 Music Builders 
Camper

Fundraising event supports 
arts in local public schools

Lisa Chiu

Art aficionados and music mavens will 
come together to support local public 
schools on Friday, May 6, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the B-Side Lounge in Coventry Village.
 “Rox & Roll at the B-Side” is the 
theme of this year’s annual benefit event 
to support arts programs at Roxboro El-
ementary and Middle schools. The event 
is sponsored by RoxArts, a nonprofit or-
ganization consisting of parents, teachers 
and community members.
 Partygoers will enjoy an evening of 
food, drinks and music, while bidding 
on fine art and jewelry created by lo-
cal artists, tickets to sporting events, 
museums, and more, in silent and live 
auctions.
 Tickets are $25 each in advance; 
$30 at the door. To purchase tickets or 
donate items, visit www.roxarts.myevent.
com.

Lisa Chiu is a Roxboro Elementary School 
parent and RoxArts volunteer.

Artistic Heights

Peggy Spaeth

Nineteen years ago, only one public 
elementary school in the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights district had 
an art teacher. 
 This unfortunate situation occurred 
because when it became necessary to 
cut the district budget, the arts were 
considered expendable rather than  
essential. 
 Thanks to a Canterbury PTA initia-
tive working with the administration 
and union, art teachers were hired for 
all of the elementary schools in 1994. 
Six years later, Heights Arts and the 

PTA presented the first Young Artists 
Exhibition at Cleveland Heights City 
Hall to celebrate the art created in the 
classrooms of the district’s certified art 
teachers.
 The 10th young artist exhibition, 
Artistic Heights, will be displayed at the 
Heights Library on Lee Road with a free 
public opening reception on Saturday, 
April 15, from 2 to 5 p.m.
 The show—a collaboration be-
tween Heights Arts, the PTA, and the 
library—presents more than 300 works 
of art selected by the art teachers. 
 The art will be displayed, grouped by 
school, throughout the library complex  

on both the east and west sides of Lee 
Road, and can be viewed through May 
14 during library hours: Weekdays 9 
a.m.–9 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m.–5:30, and 
Sundays 1–5 p.m.
 The visual art program in the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
public schools, taught by certified  
art teachers, reflects that arts educa-
tion is an essential component of an 
education that prepares children to 
learn, think, live, and express themselves 
creatively.

Peggy Spaeth is the exeuctive director of 
Heights Arts.

 
Let us turn
your gently
used clothes
and household
items into
cash!

Re-New  
Beginning 
Consignment 
Shop 
 
 
 
12726 Larchmere Blvd
(216) 229 7030
Tues Sat, 10am 6pm
New consignors
welcome!
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Parnell's Pub

a wee bit of ireland
in your neck of the woods

2167 lee road (next to cedar lee theatre)
216 321 3469 • www.facebook.com/parnellspub

true-crime and disaster expert John Bellamy returns to the Heights
Jane Lassar

John Stark Bellamy II, author of The 
Last Days of Cleveland, returns to Cleve-
land Heights on Saturday, April 16, for a 
special appearance at the Coventry Vil-
lage branch of the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library (1925 
Coventry Road). His talk, which takes 
place from 3 to 4 p.m., is free and open 
to the public.
 Bellamy, a native and former resi-
dent of Cleveland Heights, will share 
stories about some of the sensational 
murders, scandalous trials, tragic mis-
haps, and other tales of mystery and 
mayhem from Cleveland’s past.
 His talk, based on his newest books, 
will include stories about the suicide 
of two West Park girls, ages 10 and 11, 
who died after eating rat poison in their Author John stark Bellamy ii

grandmother’s basement; a local 
cult group that predicted the end 
of the world in the early 1900s, and 
gathered on rooftops in Garfield 
Heights to wait for the end; and 
the murder of George Saxton, play-
boy brother of President William 
McKinley, whose sensational death 
and the subsequent murder trial of 
his discarded mistress riveted an 
entire nation.
 The author of six story collec-
tions and two anthologies of Cleve-
land woe, and the former history 
specialist for the Cuyahoga County 
library system, Bellamy retired to 
Vermont in 2004, but returns to 
Cleveland periodically to speak 
about his work.
 For more information about 
Bellamy’s talk, contact the Cleveland 

Heights-University Heights Library at 
216-321-3400 or call Gray & Company, 
Publishers, at 800-915-3609. Read an 
excerpt from his latest book at blogs.
heightsobserver.org.

Jane Lassar is publicist for Gray & Com-
pany, a publisher specializing in books about 
Northeast Ohio.

Bellamy will share stories 

about some of the sensational 

murders, scandalous trials, 

tragic mishaps, and other 

tales of mystery and may-

hem from Cleveland’s past.

Event showcases Heights High Alumni musical artists
Heights Observer Staff

Ten select Cleveland Heights High 
alumni will come together to create 
the “Once Again. Cleveland Heights 
Throwback Artist Showcase” at the 
Euclid Tavern (11625 Euclid Ave.) in Uni-
versity Circle, starting at 8 p.m. on April 
22. The all-Heights lineup will offer a va-
riety of musical genres from alternative 
and gospel to jazz and hip-hop. Many of 
the musicians have recording contracts 
and are associated with award-winning 
musical artists.
 Mai Moore is a 1995 graduate of 
Heights High, and the executive pro-
ducer of the show. Her friend, Brian 
Williams, a fellow alumnus, mentioned 

that it would be great to see Cleveland 
Heights High artists come together, and 
Moore said she could do that. Within 
two weeks, with an amazing team of 
Heights alumni, she had put together a 
full-blown concert. The reason Moore 
wanted to do this was to shout to the 
world and showcase the talent that 
Cleveland Heights has, and to bring 
together the Heights community. She 
believes there is no other place like 
Cleveland Heights in the world.
 She also decided to create a docu-
mentary about growing up in Cleveland 
Heights, a portion of which will be 
filmed at the showcase.
 The host of the show is Anthony 
Jones, class of ‘93. Diamond D. Lee, 

class of ‘96, will 
DJ.  Featured art-
ists include  The 
Concept (Damon 
Taylor and Alvin 
Frazier), gospel; 
Darren Anthony, 
hip-hop; Gork 
aka Pig (Dwayne 
Pigee), hip-hop; 
Gwen Maul, soul 
and R&B; Harry 

Bacharach (aka Ari Friedman), jazz; The 
INR CRCL (LaToya Kent), alternative; 
Kounterclockwise (aka Deacon Burns  
and Doug Johnson), alternative hip-hop; 

ASPHALT  CONCRETE

MCALLISTER PAVING, SEALCOATING & DECKS

216-533-2936  216-321-9087

SEALCOAT DECKS

Wildlife soundz

Obie Won (aka Joe Grind and Hasan Ad-
ams), hip-hop, dancehall, roots, reggae; 
Rum Rozier (Jeff Rozier), house; and 
Wildlife Soundz (Jungl Droop Jumonji), 
hip-hop.
 Tickets go on sale at Record Revolu-
tion on Coventry Road and at the Euclid 
Tavern. Sponsors include Boost Mobile, 
Brain Ideas Heart, Brandon Spring, 
Everything by Face, Gré, Kounterclock-
wise, Knowledgeable Marketing, Mr. 
Basketball, NappyHeadz Productions 
and Quintanas DreamSpa.
 For more information, contact Mai 
Moore at 216-785-0010 or mai@knowl-
edgeablemarketing.com.

1812 COVENTRY RD   216-320-9761    
SleepSourceUSA.com 

 

NORDIC MOTION 
Recliners
Classic European Design
Top-grain Leather
Steam-Bent Frames
Memory Foam Seats 
& Backs

Contoured Ottoman 
Included

Take the
STRESS
out � your life

$599
compare at $999

Affordably priced from

$399 - $999

SLE-9063 Heights Observer March Ad.indd   1 2/18/11   3:23 PM
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Holy Week at the Covenant…
take a Journey of Faith

11205 Euclid Avenue–East of Severance Hall • 216-421-0482 or CovenantWeb.org
Free Parking at the church and Ford Road Garage • Sunday School

Palm Sunday • April 17, 10:00 am
Witness the majestic procession of palms led by children and youth
as we celebrate Jesus' entry into Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday • April 21, 7:30 pm
Communion and Service of Tenebrae. Experience Jesus’ journey
from betrayal to crucifixion through the reading of scripture,
music, the gradual extinguishing of candles, and the tolling
of the great bell.

Easter Sunday • April 24, 10:00 am
Herald new life through Jesus’ resurrection, led by organ, brass,
timpani, and choirs.

The Church of theCovenant
in the Circle

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(U.S.A.)

Easter breakfast at 8:30 am

Easter egg hunt on
the lawn following
the service.
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WIN A BRAND NEW 2011 HONDA OR TOYOTA

YOUR CHOICE! 2 Year Lease

“Like” us on Facebook to be 
notified automatically when 

new videos are posted.

Facebook.com/Motorcars

Motorcars unveiled Straightforward Pricing at the 2011 
Autoshow, and to help get the word out, we’re giving away 
a 2011 Honda or Toyota through an interactive information 
campaign.  For the next 3 months, Motorcars will be posting 
informational videos online at StraightforwardPrice.com. 
Each video will contain a link to register another ticket for 
the drawing. Enter every week for the best chance to win. On 
July 14th, come to the Motorcars Toyota showroom and claim 
your tickets for the drawing.

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

Every Tuesday
A new video is posted to 

Straightofrwardprice.com.  Watch 
the video for the codeword you can 
use to register another ticket in the 

car drawing.

July 14th - 6:30 p.m.
Live drawing in the Motorcars 

Toyota Showroom.  Come into the 
dealership to collect the tickets 
you’ve registered by watching 
videos. Must be present to win.

Important Dates

More details online: Straightforwardprice.com

2011 Toyota

2011 Honda

 Motorcars Straightforward Price Giveaway O�cial Contest Rules -- 1) NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Odds of winning are based on the number of entries.  2) Register to win at straightforwardprice.com. Entrants must watch a video about the bene�ts of purchasing from Motorcars to participate. Entrants may watch up to 20 
videos for a chance at winning. Each video has a codeword that can be used to register a ticket for the drawing, and entrants may register up to 20 tickets. Claim your tickets at Motorcars Toyota showroom the night of the drawing, to be held on July 14, 2011, at 6.30 P.M. Tickets will be entered into a drawing and winner must be present to win.  3) Winner will receive his/her choice of a 2 year lease of a 2011 
Honda Civic LX or 2011 Toyota Corolla. Lease includes 12,000 miles per year. No alternative prize will be awarded. �e approximate retail value of the prize is $6,000.  4) Winner must qualify for �nancing approval from Toyota Financial Services or American Honda Bank, be 21 years of age or older, responsible for all city, state and federal taxes, vehicle registration and titling fees and documentary services 
fees, and mileage fees of 0.15 per mile over 24,000 miles, and any excess wear and tear charges.  No security deposit, disposition fee or option to purchase.  5) Winner is required to provide a W-9 form to Motorcars for tax purposes.  6) Employees of Motorcars and their immediate families are ineligible.  7) Winner acknowledges that Motorcars shall have the right to use winner’s name, likeness and voice in 
promoting that he/she is the winner, in both print and broadcast. �e prize winner must sign a standard release form providing Motorcars with their address and telephone number.  8) Winner expressly releases Motorcars, their a�liated companies and employees, from any and all claims, demands, damages, and/or liability of any nature whatsoever that winner has or claims to have relating to the herein 
contest, and without limitation, any and all known or unknown claims for damages or injuries arising out of said contest, whether founded in fact or in law.  9) Motorcars is the sole judge of all matters pertaining to this contest and reserves the right to change the rules and/or discontinue the contest at any time without notice. All decisions by Motorcars are �nal.


