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Public leadership in 
sustainability featured 
at SHN networking 
event

Sarah Wean

Sustainable Heights Network (SHN) 
will present an evening of community 
networking on Tuesday, May 10, from 
6 to 8 p.m., at Rockefeller’s restaurant. 
The event will highlight the sustain-
ability efforts and policies of the City 
of Cleveland Heights with Mayor Ed 
Kelley, the City of University Heights 
with Mayor Susan Infeld, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District with Superintendent Douglas 
Heuer, and the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Pubic Library with 
Director Nancy Levin.
 Robert Brown, director of the 
Cleveland City Planning Commission, 
will present “Insights from Sustainable 
Cleveland.” Topping off the evening will 
be action-based networking opportuni-
ties for community leaders, concerned 
citizens, elected officials, business pro-
fessionals, and anyone who wants to 
become involved in making Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights thriv-
ing, sustainable communities. Heights 
residents with an interest in sustain-
ability are encouraged to attend.
 The event is free and open to the 
public. Rockefeller’s is near public 
transportation and on-site parking is 
available. There will be free appetizers 
and a cash bar. The event is sponsored 

CH-UH School Facilities Committee 
begins public-input phase of process
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Since September 2010, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights School Fa-
cilities Committee has been analyzing 
the district’s buildings and other facili-
ties, assessing the district’s needs, and 
developing options for the school board 
to consider. The committee’s first step 
was to validate a previous report from 
the state, which concluded the district 
had excess capacity and that its build-
ings were in “borderline” condition.
 Although the committee’s work 
will most likely result in a series of rec-
ommendations involving renovation, 
demolition and replacement, or closing 
of school buildings, few members of the 
public have participated in the process 
thus far. That is about to change.
 On May 12, the district will host a 
meeting to hear comments and answer 
questions about the process from the 

general public. This session will be held 
at 7 p.m. in the Heights High social 
room. The only item on the agenda is 
for community members to comment 
on the subcommittee reports and share 
their questions and concerns with the 
committee, school board members and 
district administrators.
 At the school facilities commit-

tee’s last meeting, on April 27, the 
architecture/design firm Fielding Nair 
International, which was retained by 
the district administration to provide 
advice to the options subcommittee, 
presented several principles that define 
21st-century learning.
 Randy Fielding, principal of the 
firm, contrasted 20th-century learning, 
which was developed during the mass 
production industrial age, with what is 
needed now in a new age of globaliza-
tion and creativity. While 20th-century 
learning was teacher-focused, 21st-

Senior Catherine Holt is Heights flute 
soloist on May 6
Joy Henderson 

Senior soloist Catherine Holt was in 
eighth grade when she heard a senior flute 
soloist with the Heights High Symphony. 
“It was so fantastic, I never imagined that 
I could do that!” she recalled. But after 
the concert, her father assured her, “You 
could be up there.” It planted the seed 
that will bear fruit at the Heights High 
Symphony concert on May 6 at 7 p.m., 
when she will play “Fantaisie Brillante” 
from Bizet’s opera “Carmen.”
 “I love the piece because it is very 
passionate, with lots of life,” said the 
soloist. One of the things that draws 
her to music is the emotion and feeling 
that can be expressed by the musician. 
She credits music director Daniel Heim 
with helping her learn to interpret mu-
sic with full emotion. “He tells us great 
background information about each 
piece and talks about the feel of the 
music,” said Holt. She also appreciates 
the level of play that is expected in the 
Heights Symphony.

 “Catherine is a focused and quick 
learner,” Heim said. “She is always inter-
ested in feedback and ways to improve.”
 Holt will attend college in the fall 
but is undecided about where she will 
attend or what she will study. She has 
a 4.37 GPA and likes several subjects, 
but will probably not major in music. “I 
expect that I will always play music for 
fun,” she said. She is also a member of 
the cross country and swim teams, and 
enjoys playing music with her family.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.

Catherine Holt

South Euclid sets public meeting dates on Oakwood

continued on page 5

continued on page 5

Kristin Hopkins 

After hosting a number of public meetings 
on the topic, the South Euclid Planning 
Commission unanimously approved a 
recommendation to the South Euclid City 
Council to change the zoning on 40 acres 
of the former Oakwood property from 
R-75, One-Family Residential District, to 
C-2, General Commercial District.
 At that same meeting on April 14, the 
planning commission voted for approval of 
two additional items:  an 11-page develop-
ment agreement for the rezoned property, 

which outlines development standards and 
a development plan approval process for 
the property; and updates to the compre-
hensive plan to articulate the city’s desire 
to encourage residential, office and com-
mercial mixed use on the site.
 City council has scheduled two 
public hearings: Wednesday, May 18, at 
6 p.m., regarding the comprehensive 
plan update recommendations from the 
planning commission; and Wednesday, 
May 25, at 6 p.m., regarding recommen-
dations from the planning commission 
on the proposed rezoning. 

 South Euclid City Council will 
consider actions on each item after the 
close of the public hearings.  According 
to the public notice, city council has 
declared these items to be emergency 
measures, which allows the items to be 
passed with one reading instead of the 
otherwise standard requirement for 
three separate readings.

Kristin Hopkins, AICP, is a land use planner 
with the Cuyahoga County Planning Commis-
sion and a member of the FutureHeights board 
of directors.
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First grade students in Mrs. Eisenberg’s art class at Noble Elementary School create three-dimensional 
fish, after reading the book Rainbow Fish. 
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Bob Rosenbaum

This issue of the Heights Observer contains 
an ad that is likely to raise some eyebrows 
in the community. You can’t miss it; it’s 
the largest ad we’ve ever run.
 The advertiser is First Interstate 
Properties, the Lyndhurst-based de-
velopment company that’s planning 
to develop the former Oakwood Club 
property in South Euclid and, later, 
Cleveland Heights.
 I believe some readers will won-
der why the Observer accepted the ad. 
They may argue that First Interstate 
isn’t located in the community that 
the Observer serves. In addition, First 
Interstate’s proposal is so unpopular, 
especially among those who have had 
the most to say on the subject.
 My own voice has been among 
them—my concerns and opinions have 

been posted on the newspaper’s website 
(blogs.heightsobserver.org).
 But individual opinions aren’t of 
consequence in deciding which ads the 
Observer will publish.
 We accepted this advertisement 
without any discussion or deliberation. 
And for the cynics out there, while 
we’re happy to accept the revenue from 
this ad, the lack of deliberation had 
nothing to do with money.
 Anybody may advertise in the 
Heights Observer as long as they meet 
basic content standards (no pornogra-
phy, illegal activity, libel, etc.). There 
would be discussion about an ad that 
makes some kind of personal attack; 
the deliberating body would be the 
board of FutureHeights, and the dis-
cussion would most likely take place 
via e-mail. But such an instance hasn’t 
occurred yet, and if it did, I would lean 
toward finding a reason to publish.
 I’ve been involved with media at 
various levels for more than 25 years, and 
this has been the standard at every orga-
nization with which I’ve been involved. 

An ad that may raise some eyebrows

Anything else would create a mire of 
subjective decision-making that, over 
time, results in a loss of credibility. 
It would make it impossible for the 
Observer to fulfill its role of promoting 
dialogue and community engagement.
 And that’s a final point: First 
Interstate has agreed to purchase the 
Oakwood property in both South 
Euclid and Cleveland Heights. It is, in 
fact, a member of this community. The 
opinion of its management is welcome 
here. As is yours.

To express your opinion privately, e-mail Bob 
Rosenbaum at bob@therosenbaums.net. To 
express your opinion as a letter to the editor, 
register at the Observer Member Center 
(http://heightsobserver.org/members) 
and click on “Submit New Story” to contribute 
your letter.

Rosenbaum, chairman of the Observer’s 
editorial advisory committee and Future-
Heights board member, writes this column 
to provide transparency and understanding 
about the Observer.

opENINg 
ThE obSErvEr

On The Blog: 
Excerpts from Blogs.HeightsObserver.org
The Rehabilitation of Invasive 
Foliage: Public Enemy No. 1
The plant doesn’t bother me, but my wife 
is apparently not alone in her concern. I 
Googled “garlic mustard” and the first re-
turn was the official website of King County, 
Washington, which defines garlic mustard 
as a Class A noxious weed. I don’t know 
if that’s a technical term. Still, I consider it 
an indication of the irredeemable nature of 
this plant that it rates specific mention on a 
government website.
 But the other day, while in the car togeth-
er, my wife and I heard a piece on NPR by 
Nancy Shute about urban foraging—literally 
finding food in the cracks of the sidewalk. 
Late in the story, a nutritionist mentioned 
garlic mustard. He said it’s always a great 
forage find; it tastes good and, to the best of 
his knowledge, it’s “the most nutritious leafy 
green ever tested.”
—Bob Rosenbaum

Cleveland——We’re Geologically 
Stable!
In the five years that I have lived in Cleveland 
Heights, I have complained incessantly about 
the weather. Summer is squeezed into two 
months instead of three so that winter can 
take liberties with the months of October, 

April and may. This year’s winter and spring 
season have felt the worst. It’s been cold. Or 
rainy. Or cold and rainy. No umbrella in the 
world is a match for the breezes coming off 
of Lake Erie. Did I mention it’s cold?
 The last time I spoke with my mother and 
complained about the weather, she offered, 
“At least it’s just the cold . . . Lake Erie could 
flood the city.”
—Andrea Davis

Tone Deaf: The Case of B’nai Torah 
on South Green Road
From the residents’ perspective, very little 
has been done to engender trust with the 
congregation and city government. Few are 
persuaded by the congregation and the city’s 
assurance that resident concerns will be ad-
dressed through the process of approvals.
 This sentiment is not frivolous, idealistic 
nor opportunistic. The property values, peace 
of mind and well-being of University Heights 
residents are in play. The fact is, this project is 
intrusive and an aggressive use of private prop-
erty for a new purpose that will clearly impact 
the nearby existing property owners. Zoning 
issues aside, little opposition or challenge has 
been offered by our “at large” council people 
regarding the worthiness of the project. 
—Stuart mendel

‘O Fortuna,’  Shining Brightly  
on Our Kids
I’ve been attending music concerts in the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District for longer than my memory 
allows—at least 45 years.
 So I have a lot of context when I state 
that monday’s performance of “O Fortuna” 
from Carl Orff’s “Carmina Burana” was 
the most inspired, awesome and stirring 
performance I’ve ever heard from a group 
of students, in any era, in this school system 
or any other.
 It was performed by the Heights High 
Symphony and the A Cappella Choir and 
Singers at Reaching musical Heights—a 
once-every-four-years showcase of the school 
district’s musical talent. The event is held at 
Severance Hall. It is big, and glorious and 
it makes you proud of the kids, the schools 
and the community that supports them.
 I could go on, but if you really want to 
hear more, you should buy the DVD that will 
soon be available at Reaching Heights, the 
nonprofit organization that exists to mobilize 
support for public schools, and the organizer 
of Reaching musical Heights. 
—Bob Rosenbaum

Trash and Malls
One of the main reasons my wife and I moved 
to Cleveland Heights was to enjoy living in a 
walkable city. So, we walked to Severance 
mall yesterday from our Coventry neighbor-
hood home in the bright spring sunshine. We 
thoroughly enjoyed our stroll until we got to 
the intersection of South Taylor Road and 
Euclid Heights Boulevard, an entrance to 
Severance I pass by often in my car. I admit 
I am sensitive to and disgusted by litter. But I 
was really shocked by the amount of litter that 
welcomed us to Severance, trash we easily 
ignore as we pass by in our cars.
 Slow down and check it out next time 
you drive by. I stood there and thought about 
the old television commercial of the crying 
American Indian viewing what we’ve done to 
our environment. Nice welcome to the mall, 
I thought. 
—mike Gaynier
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Location of temple raises question about 
University Heights council decision-making
B’Nai Torah congregation has proposed 
a complex development project on 
a piece of property too small for the 
intended purpose. It is in the middle 
of a residential neighborhood. Leaders 
and members of the congregation will 
have a higher moral authority than me 
to answer to regarding their business 
dealings and character in the way they 
have gone about forcing their project on 
their University Heights neighbors. 
 The actions of University Heights 
City Council are another matter. 
 I can’t think of a better case for a 
regional government than the recent 
uncommunicative and then bumbling 
thought processes of my elected officials 
regarding this project next to my house. 
In a stunning display of simplistic rea-
soning to justify a special-use permit 
for a house of worship, city council  has 
made political accommodation to a 
small group of orthodox families at the 
expense of existing homeowners for the 

sake of “stabilization.” Site preparation, 
construction, and operation of a shul and 
egress for over 200 congregants  adjacent 
to my house is a nightmare scenario. I 
firmly believe that few people outside this 
congregation would want to live next to 
a temple, and this project will negatively 
affect the market value of my home. 
 There are a number of issues 
here that we would all do well to keep 
straight. One is the matter of putting a 
big building on a plot for which it is not 
suited or zoned. A second is that a case 
must be made openly and persuasively 
for a special-use permit. A third is that 
petty politics make at-large council reps 
accountable only to those who con-
tribute funds to them. A fourth is the 
conduct of a deliberative body where 
no one explains their vote despite the 
vigorous opposition of residents. 

Stuart Mendel 
University Heights.

Revisiting the census: a policy suggestion to 
preserve and increase Cleveland Heights 
population
An open letter to Mayor Edward J. Kelley; 
Vice Mayor Phyllis L. Evans, and Council 
Members Cheryl L. Stephens, Mark A. 
Tumeo, dennis R. Wilcox, bonita W. Caplan 
and Kenneth Montlack

Honorable Mayor, Vice Mayor and 
Council Members,

The purpose of this letter is to open a 
public discussion about how to encour-
age temporary rental occupants to stay 
as permanent, homeowning residents.
 In reviewing the data and informa-
tion provided in “Fewer Residents, more 
diversity in Heights cities,” as published 
in the April issue of the Heights Observer, 
I noticed that an important factor in 
preserving and growing the city’s popu-
lation may not be sufficiently addressed 
by the city administration. I refer to the 
impact of the city’s policies concerning 
housing preservation enforcement as it 
relates to landlord-tenant relations.
 My impression is that there is re-
luctance to enforce ordinary housing 
standards in single-home rental units. 
Normal safety standards, such as windows 
that can be secured, are overlooked, leav-
ing tenants vulnerable to monetary loss, 
physical risk, and landlord abuse. This, 
in turn, may result in short-term tenants 
moving on and leaving the area instead 
of purchasing homes and settling down.
 To open the conversation, please 
take a look at a first floor window in a 
rental house in Cleveland Heights. My 
observations include a lack of storm win-
dow on the first floor, peeling paint and 
rotting wood, and an unstable frame. To 
keep out the wind, the occupant stuffed 

plastic between the screen and window. 
This ground-floor window cannot be 
secured to discourage, let alone keep 
out, burglars. A large pipe right below 
the window makes unauthorized entry 
even easier.
  Here’s a question to the mayor and 
council members: When a Cleveland 
Heights building inspector makes the 
periodic visit to this property, and sees 
this window, what steps would you ex-
pect him or her to take?
  I hope that you—Mayor Kelley, 
Vice Mayor Evans, and council mem-
bers—will respond, and that the Heights 
Observer will publish your responses.

Thank you.

Elisheva Rubin
bendemeer Road, Cleveland Heights

Heights Community Congress:  
as relevant as ever
Judith Eugene

Volunteers are busily organizing the 
Heights Community Congress’s 34th 
annual Heights Heritage Home and 
Garden Tour. Thousands of people 
explore the area’s rich architectural 
heritage on the tour each September, 
but how is a tour of beautiful homes 
relevant to an organization founded as a 
watchdog for fair housing practices?
 In operation since 1972, the non-
profit HCC is still a champion for equal 
treatment in the housing market, and 
it has become a major facilitator of 
diversity education. So, in addition to 
the home tour’s being an interesting 
afternoon outing, it provides an oppor-
tunity for residents to learn more about 
one another’s interests, experiences and 
traditions. Bringing community members 
together to engage in dialogue, so that 
they realize they have more similarities 
than differences, has become one of the 
organization’s most important objectives, 
reports Kasey Greer, executive director.
 With a full-time staff of just two, 
HCC continues to help community 
members think and act more open-
mindedly by getting to know one an-
other. Its annual multicultural festival, 
scheduled for May 14 at the Lee Road 
Library, is a good example of this work. 
Now in its 11th year, the festival fos-
ters awareness and understanding, not 
only of the various races living in our 
community, but also of the different 
cultures, religions, ages, lifestyles and 
socioeconomic groups.
 HCC also facilitates community 
conversations and forums, where citi-
zens of all ages and backgrounds can get 

to know one another and converse with 
neighbors they might not otherwise 
talk with. Said Greer, “It’s one thing to 
successfully integrate a neighborhood. 
Neighbors taking the next step of get-
ting to know each other is what really 
makes a community strong.”
 The activities of HCC fall under 
two complementary program headings, 
diversity and fair housing. Now directed 
by Ruby Appling, the fair housing pro-
gram began in 1972. It audits the renting 
and selling practices of real estate agen-
cies, landlords, and property managers 
to reveal discrimination based on race, 
ethnicity, religion, age, sex, familial sta-
tus, or disability—discrimination that 
unfortunately still occurs today. The 
good news, though, is that once diver-
sity education is provided, the practices 
tend to diminish. According to Greer, 
once people are trained in fair-housing 
guidelines, there are very few repeat 
offenders.  
 Eager to assist with the current 
needs of our community, HCC has 
continued to adjust its programming 
to match the times. Fair housing is still 
important, but so are open dialogue, 
attractive neighborhoods, integrated 
education, sustainability and diverse 
community-based services. Staying con-
nected to the pulse of the community 
keeps HCC as relevant today as it was 
39 years ago, when it began.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides services to senior 
adults and those with mobility challenges 
through www.LovingHandsGroup.com. 
She may be reached at 216-408-5578 or Ju-
dith@LovingHandsGroup.com

Editor:

The April 28 issue of the Sun Press news-
paper features more than two full pages 
of “Support Your Local Business” adver-
tising.  By recently taking an editorial 
stand in favor of developing more na-
tional chain stores and grocery offerings 
as Oakwood Commons in South Euclid 
and Cleveland Heights, publishing these 
ad pages is the height of hypocrisy.  
 “Shop Local” should not be used 
as a marketing ploy to ensure advertis-
ing revenue. The shop local message 
is a very real philosophy, embraced by 
those who understand that building a 
more sustainable future for our children 
depends not on the Walmart grocery 
stores or IHOPs of the world, but on 
the small independent enterprises and 

institutions that are firmly rooted in the 
fabric of the community.
 Local businesses ensure choice and 
diversity, feed more dollars into the 
local economy, are the base of support 
for local charitable causes, and are an 
integral partner in building community 
self-reliance in these uncertain times.
 Far from being a local champion, the 
chain-owned Sun Press has revealed its bias 
and thumbed its nose at the Heights-based 
independent business community and their 
advertisers.  Hard-earned advertising dol-
lars are better spent with locally owned and 
produced not-for-profit newspapers, such 
as the Heights Observer, whose mission is to 
strengthen, not erode, our quality of life.

Sarah Wean
Cleveland Heights

‘Shop Local’ should not be used as a marketing ploy

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

Discount on Kitchens, Bathrooms, Recreation Rooms,  
Siding, Windows & Insulation 

Financing Available 
1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 

www.class1pavers.com 

Save 30%! 

el
is

h
eV

a
 r

u
bi

N



Heights Observer May 3, 2011    www.heightsobserver.org4

opINIoN

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn
this year with a customized lawn care program. Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and green again. To find out
how we can make your yard the envy of the neighborhood call today.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
SAVE $25.00
Take $25.00 off lawn care
and renovation services
when you sign up for a season
lawn care program.

Not to be combined with other
offers. Expires June 30, 2011
Code:HOBLC0511

Oakwood is not a done deal

Fran Mentch 

There is no demand here for more retail. 
So we ask how the developer [of the 
Oakwood property] can make money in 
a market with declining demand, declin-
ing population and declining income. 
New stores take business from the old 
stores. It’s been happening for years; it’s 
been studied and well documented.
 The business model for big boxes is 
to build new, move in, and abandon their 
old buildings. We understand that this 
is the plan for Oakwood. The Severance 
Walmart will close and a supercenter 
will be built in Oakwood. Supercenters 
are one-half grocery store, which means 
that our local grocery stores—Zagara’s 
and Dave’s and Heinen’s—will suffer. 
The Walmart at Severance will remain 
empty because there is no demand, and 
little use, for abandoned big box space.
 Online shopping has reduced the 
need for bricks-and-mortar stores. A 
story in the Wall Street Journal (“Malls 
Face Surge in Vacancies,” April 7, 2011) 
reported that online retailing increased 
during the holidays, and suggested that 
we may have hit a tipping point, where 
online shopping will become so main-
stream that retailers will wonder what 
they need these big boxes for.
 The stores proposed for Oakwood 
are value-oriented, meaning they sell 
low to medium price-range products. 
This is not upscale retail. The restau-
rants proposed for Oakwood will not fill 
a need for local places to dine because 
no such need exists. We already have 
many good restaurants and a wide range 
of cuisines from which to choose. But 
the eateries planned for Oakwood will 
take business from local restaurants. 
Think of the local restaurant that you 
are willing to see close in order to bring 
in a value-oriented chain restaurant, 
such as Subway, Red Robin or IHOP.
 South Euclid residents were told 
that if they do not support building 
big box on Oakwood, “then it will have 
houses built on it anyway.” We don’t 
know that. There is currently a large 
housing surplus in our area, which in-
cludes new, upscale, tax-abated housing 
suitable for seniors. There is currently 
no market for new housing.
 Some say that Oakwood is private 
property; the owners can do whatever 
they want with it. We are all bound by 
zoning laws. The buyer of the Oakwood 
property knew that it was zoned for 
residential use only, but took the risk 
of buying it anyway, and then asking the 
city to rezone it.
 Cities are under no obligation to re-
zone or to approve development plans. 
In 2005, under Mayor Kocevar, South 
Euclid refused a development plan by 

F&Y Properties and Young Israel. Uni-
versity Heights refused a permit for a 
car wash.
 It is of the utmost importance for 
everyone to know that members of the 
Citizens for Oakwood steering commit-
tee approached Mayor Welo and Mayor 
Kelley over a year ago. They refused to 
meet with community members who 
were part of our steering committee to 
talk about Oakwood. They refused, over 
a year ago, to talk to representatives from 
Metroparks about Oakwood.
 Because city officials in South Eu-
clid and Cleveland Heights did nothing 
to help preserve Oakwood, they left our 
communities vulnerable to the destruc-
tion of this precious green space. They 
opened the door to the developer and 
his global investment group, Legacy 
Capital Partners, to come in and destroy 
a community amenity in order to make 
a short-term profit. 
 The developer and the investors 
behind him will move on, leaving the 
community to contend with abandoned 
retail buildings, lower property values, 
and watershed, social and financial 
problems. The largest green space in the 
inner-ring suburbs will have been ripped 
up and paved over for the benefit of a 
handful of wealthy people who do not 
live here, and may never have visited our 
community.
 Residents understand that devel-
oping Oakwood is a regional issue; our 
government officials do not. We did not 
change our form of county government 
in order to just talk about regionalism. 
We expected real problem solving and 
positive action.
 Citizens ran a successful “Stop the 
Mart” campaign 15 years ago, and we can 
succeed this time, too. Oakwood is not 
a done deal. The most important thing 
that residents of South Euclid can do 
to stop the rezoning of Oakwood is to 
attend the public hearing on Wednesday, 
May 25 at 6 p.m. in South Euclid City 
Hall. Those who cannot attend the 
meeting can still express their opinions 
by writing or calling the mayor and city 
council members.
 If the South Euclid City Council 
votes to rezone Oakwood, the city’s resi-
dents are prepared to place the issue on 
the ballot. They can, and will, make this 
important decision themselves. This is 
our community. We are the Citizens for 
Oakwood. Our supporters come from 
the entire region, including South Eu-
clid, Cleveland Heights, Lyndhurst and 
University Heights.

Fran Mentch, president of Citizens for Oak-
wood, a project of Severance Neighborhood 
Organization. Visit www.heightsSNO.org 
for more information.

Oakwood Club
Green for Residents     or      Green for Developers

Submit your letters to the 
editor online at 
www.heightsobserver.org

Robert Haas is a longtime resident of Cleveland Heights and a frequent contributor to 
the Observer.
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Master HandyMan, LLC
Carpentry • Plumbing • Roof Repairs • Electrical

We Specialize in Garage Repairs

CaLL dan at (216) 324-1369
sinCe 1991      LiCensed • Bonded • insured

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

mARCH 21, 2011
Councilman Steven Sims was excused.

Sweepstakes Terminal Cafes 
Council passed an ordinance extending the 
moratorium on Sweepstakes Terminal Cafes for 
two more months. The state is moving to legis-
late these cafes and the moratorium covers this 
delay. Councilman Kevin Patrick murphy voted 
against the ordinance.

2011 budget
Council discussed and passed the 2011 budget 
with Councilman Frank Consolo voting no. He 
said he strongly opposed the budget because 
it didn’t represent the promises made by the 
new administration to reduce costs. He noted 
that, despite increases, the revenue from fees for 
street maintenance, street lighting, and sewer 
maintenance was insufficient to cover those 
costs, and that the budget requires funds to be 
transferred to cover those costs. He noted that 
he is not going to pave the streets and clean the 
sewers “on the backs of the residents” by raising 
taxes. He expected the administration to find 
new and creative ways of covering costs without 
asking the residents for more money.
 Other council members expressed reserva-
tions about the budget, noting the need for more 
council involvement, regional collaborations, 
proactive solutions and economic develop-
ment.

Refuse truck repairs
Council authorized repairs to a 1996 refuse 
packer truck, which was purchased five years 
ago. It has significant oil leaks, but the mechanic 
felt that the truck could run for another four to 
five years with repairs. The approved bid was 
$5,616.61. It will take two to three weeks for 
repairs. The city has a fleet of six trucks and all 
are needed during the “heavy use” season. 
Councilman murphy voted no, saying that it is 
wrong for the city to pay among the highest tax 
rates and yet have to purchase used equipment. 
Councilman Bullock voted yes but is concerned 
that there is no plan for the future, saying that 
they can’t keep going with the status quo. Coun-
cilman Ertel noted that recommendations for 
changes would be coming out of the “garbage 
study,” which was completed in 2009.

Garbage study
Councilman Phil Ertel announced that three 
public meetings were scheduled to look at the 

garbage study and determine what recommen-
dations should be made to council. A survey has 
been distributed to residents asking them to rank 
various services offered by the city to determine 
which are of greatest value to the residents.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

APRIL 4, 2011
Councilman Steven Bullock was excused.

Senior transportation
The new senior transportation contract took ef-
fect April 1. Although there’s no cost increase for 
riders, the service is now limited to 80 rides per 
month. For those who had called, the mayor’s 
office recommended some alternatives such as 
RTA’s Paratransit service.

City newsletter
The city newsletter was dropped at homes when 
the trash was collected. It can also be downloaded 
from the website: www.universityheights.com.

Late hours at city hall
Late hours at city hall will begin Wednesday, may 
4. People can arrange for such services as point-
of-sale inspections, but not contract work.

Pool passes
Residents can now purchase pool passes online 
as well as at the pool.

Resident surveys
Surveys about city services are being tabulated; 
the results will be available soon.

Yard clean-up
April is yard clean-up month. yard waste should 
be raked onto tree lawns for pickup.

South Taylor community garden
The community garden on South Taylor Road 
will be rototilled soon. City Engineer Joseph 
Ciuni reported applying for a $5,000 park and 
playground grant to install a water connection 
for the garden.

Gesu basketball champions
mayor Susan Infeld presented certificates of 
recognition to Gesu Parish CyO (Catholic youth 
Organization) basketball city champions. The 
entire team and coaches received personal con-
gratulations from mayor Infeld.

Bushnell/Northwood roads project
Council awarded the Bushnell Road/Northwood 
Road waterline replacement project to Terrace 
Construction Company. City Engineer Ciuni said 

that Terrace was not only the lowest bidder 
but also was a company the city had worked 
with last year. Councilman Steven Sims asked 
if minority companies had been notified of the 
work. Ciuni assured him that they had received 
e-mails when the bidding process began. The 
work is not to exceed $919,584.86.

Dysart, Glendon, and Traymore roads
Council awarded Noce Enterprises, Inc. the 
Dysart Road, Glendon Road and Traymore 
Road waterline replacement project. The work 
is not to exceed $868,514.90.

Reassigning bandwidths
Police Chief John Pitchler alerted council to 
the 2013 implementation of an FCC rule that 
would require reassigning bandwidths. Pitchler 
is working with five other cities to assemble 
a list of the various conversions this change 
would require.

Tree planting
Service Director Rob Jamieson said his depart-
ment was beginning the spring tree-planting 
program. He said new trees are periodically 
inspected during the first year, while the trees 
are still under warranty.

LWV observer: Carol Gibson.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, post-
ings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LWV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League of 
Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This dis-
claimer must accompany any redistribution 
of these reports.

by Sustainable Heights Network and 
Rockefeller’s. Registration is required, 
as space is limited. Register online at 
www.sustainablehtsnetwork.eventbrite.
com, or call 216-320-1423.
 The Sustainable Heights Network 
is a grassroots, all-volunteer group of 
organizations and individuals, working 
to promote the long-term well-being 

sustainablity continued from page 1

of Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights by integrating social equity, eco-
nomic vitality, ecological stewardship, 
and personal and civic responsibility. 
Look for SHN on Facebook at facebook.
com/sustainableheights.

Sarah Wean volunteers for the Sustainable 
Heights Network.

century learning is student-centered, he 
said. According to Fielding, a 21st-cen-
tury education is personalized, inquiry-
based, student-directed, collaborative, 
and part of the global, creative age.
 James Seaman, a senior planner 
and designer in the company’s Detroit 
office, presented the firm’s philosophy 
of design for 21st-century learning. 
He gave examples of several types of 
spaces that are needed for 21st-century 
learning, such as “campfire” spaces that 
enable students to gather and share, 
and “watering hole” spaces that enable 
students to continue to learn and col-
laborate while they eat. He said his tour 
of CH-UH buildings showed that while 
students in our district are already us-
ing 21-st century learning methods, the 
spaces they need are often lacking.
 The firm’s design philosophy advo-
cates “creative learning communities” 
of 4 teachers for 100 students, instead 
of the traditional model of 1 teacher 
for every 25 students. Seaman cited re-
search to show that a teacher approach 
to teaming is more important than the 
facilities they use. He also indicated that 
while older buildings could be renovated 
to better fit the purpose of 21st-century 
learning, new buildings were prefer-
able.
 At that same meeting, committee 
members Dallas Schubert and Joanne 
Federman presented for the facilities 
options subcommittee and recommend-
ed the creation of a district-wide plan 
for the construction of new/renovated 
schools. Their report reiterated previ-
ous findings that the district’s buildings 
are in need of comprehensive renova-
tion or replacement and that the current 
condition of the facilities is challenging 
the district’s ability to provide the kind 
of quality education that is desired and 
expected in the Heights community.
 Based on the data provided by the 
Ohio Schools Facilities Commission 
and Fielding Nair Architects, the sub-
committee reported that it might be 
possible to reduce the district’s facilities 
from the current 1,300,000 square feet 
to approximately 800,000 square feet. 
The cost of doing so may range from 
$170 to 180 million. Annual operational 
cost savings resulting from reducing the 
district’s facilities could be as high as 
$4.6 million.
 The minimum cost for required re-
pairs and building system replacements 
alone is estimated at over $40 million. 
The cost of renovating all of the dis-
trict’s current buildings, with no change 
in size or configuration, is estimated by 
the Ohio Schools Facilities Commission 
to be more than $226 million.
 Schubert reported that a com-
prehensive plan for new or renovated 
schools would enable the district to 
ensure that facilities met the needs of 
their instructional model and would 
generate operational cost savings. The 
subcommittee also recommended that 
the district consider the following in its 

facilities continued from page 1

continued on page 7

Proudly presents its

Finale Concert 
At the CHHS Dina Rees Auditorium

Wednesday May 4th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Concert band, Concert

Orchestra & Symphonic Band

Friday, May 6th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Heights High Symphony
Senior Soloist, Catherine Holt
Symphonic Winds & the CHHS Jazz 

Ensemble

*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment
6:30 – 7:30 PM in the Social Room.

Friday, May 13 at 7:00 PM 
Jazz Nite

Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab, Jazz Combos

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org

IMD Cleveland Heights High School               
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT
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Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.
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Anita Kazarian  

Imagine you’re in a time machine and 
Cecil B. DeMille is shooting a new epic 
film. It takes place in small-town Amer-
icana and it’s the story of a Memorial 
Day Parade. Advance promotions are 
calling it an extravaganza in four parts: 
Parade, Veterans Honor Ceremony, S. 
Belvoir Street Fair and The Famous 
Hot Dog Stand.
 You guessed it. University Heights 
is the small town. The parade is the 
45th University Heights Memorial Day 
Parade. It has drama and lots of action. 
Parts are heartwarming and others 
are breathtaking. There is even some 
romance and heartbreak. Some folks 
would add “thrilling” to describe the 
time-honored tradition of politicians 
marching in Memorial Day parades.
 All will occur live and on location, 
on Monday, May 30. Stars and costars 
of the marching units will be seen ar-
riving early to their designated staging 
areas in the western part of town, near 
Jackson Boulevard.
 DeMille recruited several direc-
tors for this undertaking. Win Weizer, 
director of Part 1: Parade, will call “Ac-
tion!” at 11 a.m., and marchers will take 
their first steps on Silsby Road, near 
Ashurst, heading toward Warrensville 
Center Road and City Hall. Weizer 
leaked only a few of the big names 
appearing—Wiley Middle School 
Marching Band; Mame Daiko Japanese 
Drummers; a horse-mounted unit; the 
Rocket Car; Greater Cleveland Young 
Marines; Heights Independent Busi-
ness Aliance. No amount of pressure 
moved Weizer to divulge the remaining 
names on her very long list.
 True to this small town’s history, 
and a DeMille production, thousands 
of extras are expected to line the pa-
rade route—from Silsby to S. Belvoir, 
where paraders will turn south. They’ll 
march on S. Belvoir, turn onto Carroll 
Boulevard, and end at Administration 
Drive off Carroll.
 Parade watchers will be seated 
on lawn chairs and on the curbs; and 
standing with their children, neigh-
bors, visiting relatives and pets. Like 
any blockbuster worthy of its name, 
the story line keeps going after the 
parade.
 DeMille’s director for Part 2: Cer-
emony to Honor American Veterans of 
all branches of service, is Adele Zucker. 
She will direct the honors ceremony on 
S. Belvoir, on the steps of the DeCarlo 
Varsity Center. Zucker revealed that 
she signed up the Heights Symphonic 

Band for the soundtrack and acquired 
more flags than ever for the ceremo-
ny.
 This reporter overheard Zucker 
saying, “Auxiliary Police Lt. Jerry Ja-
cobson cast Patrolman Rick Adante 
for the ceremony.” Adante will be 
firing the M1 Garand rifle salutes dur-
ing the placement of the flags, which 
represent our nation’s recent military 
conflicts. “Taps,” honoring our fallen 
soldiers, will be played by the Heights 
Symphonic Band. “With the location 
change to S. Belvoir, more people 
than ever are expected to attend this 
moving veterans ceremony” said Adele 
Zucker.
 Patricia Baskin, director of Part 3: 
Street Fair, is producing and directing 
the first ever University Heights Street 
Fair. Baskin has arranged to close S. 
Belvoir between Washington and Car-
roll boulevards. The fair is expected to 
draw all the parade watchers along the 
route because Baskin instructed the 
last marching unit to say “Follow me 
to the Fair!”
 The street fair will feature food 
concessions, including kosher hot 
dogs, arts and crafts for sale, free rides 
on the Rocket Car, free pony rides, a 
giant inflatable for children, a petting 
zoo, balloon twisters and a few treats 
Baskin is keeping under wraps.
 She is still accepting applications 
from anyone interested in being a ven-
dor. And get this—the table and the 
space are FREE! Residents who create 
art, crafts, or have interesting hobbies 
will have a showcase. UH merchants 
are signing up, saying they are excited 
about this opportunity to promote lo-
cal businesses.
 Baskin is taking applications from 
individuals and groups to perform on 
the entertainment stage. Amplification 
is provided. Got talent? Get an applica-
tion and “break a leg.”
 Ready for Part 4: The Famous Hot 
Dog Stand? Kristin Hughes, athletic 
director of Heights High, will direct 
this spectacular finale. Heights High 
students will run the stand, using it as 
a fundraiser. Hughes expects their deli-
cious hot dogs and signature specialty 
foods to draw large crowds.
 For parade information, applica-
tions to march, become a vendor at the 
street fair, or perform on the UH stage, 
telephone City Hall at 216-932-7800 or 
e-mail anitakazarian@gmail.com. This 
will be the blockbuster event of 2011, 
guaranteed!

Anita Kazarian is a marketing profes-
sional, founder of Noah’s Landing LLC, 
and a longtime resident of University 
Heights. Contact her at anitakazarian@
gmail.com.

Who doesn’t love a parade?

poiNT oF viEw

UH Senior Gatherings 
for May 2011
Sherri Wisnieski

Senior Gatherings continue on Thurs-
days at the University Heights Library. 
The following topics have been an-
nounced for May:
May 5, 2 p.m. Stuart Mendel, dean, 
Cleveland State University Urban Stud-
ies, on Governmental Consortium for 
Regional Sustainability.
May 12, 2 p.m. Ramon Lugo III, di-
rector, NASA Glenn Research Center, 
on solar power, alternative fuels, space 
radio and more.

May 19, 2 p.m. Adrienne Yelsky, 
mentor for American Field Service, as 
Heights High welcomes international 
students.
May 26, 2 p.m.  Rachael Stentz-Bauer, 
director of programming and develop-
ment for events of the Greater Cleve-
land Sports Commission.
For additional information, call 216-
397-0336.

Sherri Wisnieski is the administrative as-
sistant to Mayor Susan Infeld of the City of 
University Heights.

Cleveland Skating Club
Social and Sporting Club Since 1937

Join now for as little as $100 per 
month for single membership

•  11 outdoor Tennis Courts, 4 indoor 
Tennis Courts

•  5 Pros clinics and private lessons 
and special Junior membership

• 4 outdoor heated Paddle Courts
•  2 indoor Squash courts-clinics and 

private lessons
• Great Fitness Center
•  Olympic indoor pool- learn to 

swim, water exercise classes, and 
great swim team

• Part of USA-USC, Hockey program from Mite C to Bantams
• Figure Skating, learn to skate, synchronize team, theater on Ice Team
• Private and group lessons 
• Special Curling membership
• Two eateries to choose from
• Pro Shop
• Day Care Center
• Banquet and meeting space up to 300 guests  
•  Summer Camps-Multi Sport, Tennis, Squash, Figure Skating, Hockey and 

Summer Swim Team

Call Now. Ask for general manager 
Joseph Gallo 216-791-2800 ext 214
E-mail membership@clevelandskatingclub.org or  
csccamps@clevelandskatingclub.org

www.clevelandskatingclub.org
2500 Kemper Rd Shaker Hts 44120 • 216-791-2800

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

www.heightsobserver.org
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MAC’S MARATHON 
Same location since 1977 

 
2 Certified ASE Master Technicians 

All Types of Mechanical Repairs 
Domestic & Import, Light Truck & Auto Repair 

Licensed E Check Repair Facility 
 

 
 
 

 

1828 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Heights 
216.321.3113 

macs9577@sbcglobal.net 
 

Reliable. Honest. 100% Satisfaction. 
 

Windshield Wiper. BUY ONE/GET ONE FREE with ad 

Scott Berman Ken Block 

Ohio Lottery We Recycle 
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Preservation Month celebrates treasures of Cleveland Heights

Kara Hamley O’Donnell 

Within our nation’s communities there 
are significant places that have contrib-
uted to the American experience. May 
has been designated National Preserva-
tion Month, and this year’s theme is 
“Celebrating America’s Treasures.” This 
May, small towns and large cities will 
hold events that include architectural 
and historic tours, award ceremonies, 
fundraisers, educational programs and 
heritage travel opportunities.
 Cleveland Heights is no exception, 
but one month just isn’t enough time to 
celebrate all of Cleveland Heights’s trea-
sures. This year, Preservation Month 
will start early—in late April—and 
continue into June.
 May 1 marked the official release 
date of the Cleveland Historical mo-
bile app, developed by the Center for 
Public History and Digital Humanities 
at Cleveland State University, which 
features sites in Cleveland Heights. App 
sites highlight the history of some of the 
city’s most notable attractions, through 
photos, oral histories and short films. 
 The app is available to iPhone and 
Droid users, and selected content will 
appear on the Cleveland Heights cable 
channel and website. 
 Posters will be popping up in the 
coming months, highlighting important 
Cleveland Heights sites, such as Cain 
Park, Cumberland Pool and the Cedar 

Lee Theatre. Smartphone users can 
download the app at http://mobilehisto-
rycleveland.org.
 Preservation Month in Cleveland 
Heights will also be observed through 
several events. These are cosponsored 
by the Cleveland Heights Landmark 
Commission, FutureHeights and the 
Cleveland Heights Historical Society. 
 Space for these events is limited and 
reservations are required. For reserva-
tions, call 216-320-1423 or e-mail info@
futureheights.org. 

Saturday, May 21, 10 a.m. to noon
Walking Tour of Euclid Heights 
Allotment
Dr. Marian J. Morton, history professor 
at John Carroll University and Cleveland 
Heights historian.
Tour through one of Cleveland Heights’s 
earliest neighborhoods. Rain or shine, 
dress appropriately. FREE. Meet at St. 
Alban Episcopal Church, 2555 Euclid 
Heights Boulevard.

Saturday, May 28, 10 a.m. to noon
Walking tour of Shaker Farm 
Neighborhood
Mary Dunbar, resident and advocate 
for the nomination of the Shaker Farm 
neighborhood to the National Register 
of Historic Places.
A brief lecture on the neighborhood’s 
history, followed by a tour of the neigh-
borhood to learn about its architec-
tural significance. FREE. Meet at First 

Church Christ Scientist, 3181 Fairmount 
Boulevard.

Thursday, June 23, 7 p.m.
History of Grant Deming’s 
Forest Hill
Korbi Roberts, independent historian, 
and Dr. J. Mark Souther, associate pro-
fessor of history at Cleveland State 
University.
Learn about the property’s early his-
tory and Deming’s development of the 
area into the residential neighborhood 
it is today. FREE. Lecture at Superior 
Schoolhouse, 14391 Superior Road.

Saturday, June 25, 10 a.m.
Walking Tour of Lakeview Ceme-
tery highlighting famous Cleveland 
Heights residents
Deanna Bremer Fisher, local history 
buff and executive director of Future-
Heights.
Enjoy a stroll through the cemetery to 
learn about some of the famous people 
who once resided in Cleveland Heights 
and now make their final home at Lakev-
iew. Visit the monuments of Dr. George 
Crile, John L. Severance, Adella Prentiss 
Hughes, Elliot Ness and others.
Cost is $7 per person. Meet at the Gar-
field Monument in Lakeview Cemetery. 
Call 216-421-2665 to register.

Kara Hamley O’donnell is the historic pres-
ervation planner for the City of Cleveland 
Heights.

Excessive noise and trash concern Coventry School neighbors
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Since the closing of Coventry School in 
2007, residents have noticed an increase 
in inappropriate activity on the school 
grounds, especially excessive noise and 
trash. Susan Eagan, a Coventry neigh-
borhood resident, addressed a recent 
meeting of the Coventry Village Special 
Improvement District. “The property is 
deteriorating,” she said. “Trash recep-
tacles are overflowing. Last week, there 
was broken glass all over the median.”
 Steve Presser, marketing director 
for Coventry Village SID, said that 
the SID’s maintenance crew has been 
picking up trash at the property even 
though it is not technically the SID’s 
responsibility. “The biggest nights,” he 
said, “are Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
when the bars close.”
 Bob Downey, Cleveland Heights 
city manager, said that police make 

regular rounds of the property, but that 
existing lighting was not sufficient for 
officers to see into the property. He 
mentioned that, while the school dis-
trict already has cameras at the rear of 
the building, the city would work with 
the district to see if it was feasible to 
install cameras at the school’s parking 
lot. The city would also work toward 
installing more lighting to illuminate 
the parking area and entryways.
 Steve Shergalis, director of business 
services for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District, 
said that “if problems exist, people 
should bring it to our attention. We are 
eager to work with residents and the city 
on any issues that arise.”
 Shergalis said that trash becomes 
more noticeable in the spring and that 
school maintenance crews begin making 
more frequent rounds when the weather 
warms up. The lighting on the property is 

the same as had existed when the build-
ing was occupied and that, as far as he 
knew, all of the lights were functioning. 
“If there are lighting issues,” he said, “we’d 
be happy to work to address them.”
 Presser said that the Coventry Vil-
lage SID would continue to work with 
the school board, library and commu-
nity to improve the school grounds.
 The school district is planning a 
community meeting at 6:30 p.m., on 
May 5, to discuss plans for the Coventry 
School building to house several future 
tenants, including Ensemble Theatre of 
Cleveland, Family Connections and the 
Cleveland Sight Center. School district 
and city staff will be on hand to answer 
questions, and community members are 
encouraged to attend.

deanna bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

It’s true. 
Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 

plans: preserving neighborhood schools, 
multi-building campuses and new grade 
configurations, adding pre-kindergarten 
to all elementary buildings, renovat-
ing historic building cores, improving 
indoor and outdoor athletic facilities, 
creating partnerships that more fully 
integrate the schools and community, 
efficient use of technology, and using 
sustainable building practices and green 
technologies.
 Schubert reported the options sub-
committee recommendation that the 
district maintain a mix of school sites 
that reflect where students live within 
the community, and that the closing of 
any building must include a comprehen-
sive plan for the adaptive reuse of that 
site.
 Committee member Dave Tabor 
presented for the finance subcom-
mittee, which found that a large-scale 
building project is feasible and that the 
district has the capacity to leverage 
multiple funding streams.
 The subcommittee recommended 
participating in the State of Ohio’s 
Expedited Local Partnership Program 
(ELLP). While not guaranteed, he 
said, participation would create a rev-
enue stream, which could fund up to 
14 percent of the project costs, based 
on adherence to Ohio School Facilities 
Commission construction guidelines. 
The district may proceed with design 
and construction prior to being ap-
proved by the state’s program.
 The subcommittee found that the 
CH-UH Board of Education could seek 
voter approval for a capital bond issue. 
State law currently restricts CH-UH 
to approximately $137 million of new 
bonded debt.
 Additional funding options, which 
could augment a voter-approved bond, 
are tax anticipation notes, providing 
an additional $18.5 million, and lease 
certificates of participation, providing 
another $18.5 million.
 Specific projects within a strong 
facilities plan might also garner support 
from private sources, such as local busi-
nesses, private and public foundations, 
community organizations and individual 
donors.
 All community members are en-
couraged to attend the May 12 meeting, 
which will be broadcast on cable televi-
sion channel 22. Check www.chuh.org for 
dates and times.
 The school facilities committee 
plans to make a final report to the 
board of education by the end of the 
school year. The board will then ask 
the administration to follow up with a 
detailed study and recommendations. 
The administration expects to make a 
final presentation of its findings to the 
board of education in March 2012.
 Angee Shaker, director of com-
munications for the district said, “The 
CH-UH district is eager to hear the 
community’s opinions about its fa-
cilities.” Shaker encourages community 
members to contact Steve Shergalis, 
director of business services, at s_sher-
galis@chuh.org with comments and 
questions.

deanna bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

facilities continued from page 5
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Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 

                         

 

Give his office something 
 new and fresh. 

 

For Father’s Day, frame photos, 
artwork, sports memorabilia or 

diplomas to brighten up the place 
where he spends most of his time 

away from home. 
 

Certified Picture Framer on staff 
 

Save $25 on Father’s Day framing over $100.  
One discount per visit. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights 

 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
BUSINESSES 

 

216-397-7671 
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5 

WOODTRADERFRAMING.COM 

 

Pssst – Dad needs your help! 
 
 

Cleveland Heights 
City Council 
meeting highlights
mARCH 21, 2011
All council members were present.

Post office noise
Residents Calvin Lampkin and Trent Longo asked 
for the city’s help to negotiate with the Sever-
ance Circle post office to reduce the operation 
noise that wakes nearby residents in the middle 
of the night. Richard Wong, the city’s director of 
planning and development, has agreed to meet 
with Lampkin and the post office management. 
mayor Kelley said that he would like to be a 
part of that meeting.

Rehabbed houses for sale
As part of the city’s ongoing efforts to deal with 
decaying and abandoned houses, four houses 
that were rehabbed by the city are available 
for purchase:
   1. 1062 Alston for $129,900
   2. 3994 Delmore for $87,900
   3. 3199 Sycamore for $89,900
   4. 3979 Bluestone for $91,900

Nuisance properties
Council approved two resolutions declaring 
the properties at 1103 Hillstone Road and 859 
Nelaview Road as nuisances and authorizing 
abatement.
 Council member Ken montlack noted that 
Police Chief Robertson has organized a multi-
day conference dealing with crime and vacant 
and abandoned property.

State support of local government
The proposed Ohio state budget reduces sup-
port to local governments by 25 percent. This 
means an approximate $750,000 decrease in 
the city’s budget. Council member mark Tumeo 
stated that if this reduction occurs the city would 
still be okay.

Council Member Tumeo’s resignation
Council member mark Tumeo announced that 
he is resigning from council as of may 17. He 
has accepted the deanship of the College of 
Engineering at the University of North Florida. 
He said it had been an honor serving on the 
council. Later in the meeting mayor Edward 
Kelley noted that information about the process 
to fill Tumeo’s seat would be published in early 
April. He thanked Tumeo for his work and said 
he would be missed.

Refuse and recycling
Council member Bonnie Caplan reminded 
citizens that the city would pick up only bagged 
leaves. She also asked that pizza boxes not 
be put in the recycling since the grease on the 
cardboard contaminates the recycling process. 
Last year millions of dollars of recycled mate-
rial were lost due to pizza boxes mistakenly 
being processed. Good news is that caps no 
longer need to be removed from bottles before 
recycling.

LWV observers: Lisa Peters and Kirsten Karakul.

APRIL 4, 2011
Cheryl L. Stephens was excused.

Ezekiel Burrows
mayor Edward Kelley began the meeting 
by reading a proclamation honoring Ezekiel 
Burrows, a long time resident of Cleveland 
Heights and 12-year member of the planning 
commission Burrows died this past December. 
His wife Gloria and his son Grady accepted 
the proclamation. Gloria Burrows thanked the 
council and said that Zeke loved Cleveland 
Heights and enjoyed working for and being a 
part of the Cleveland Heights community. Each 
council member expressed gratitude for the 
work that Zeke had done and noted how nice it 
always was to be in his presence—the presence 
of a true gentleman.

Catch basin cleaning
Council granted the city manager authority to 
reject the bids received for catch basin cleaning 
and readvertise.

Mulch available
Council member Bonnie Caplan announced that 
the mountain of mulch in the Forest Hill parking 
lot is free for the taking. She also noted that this 
past month 110 tons of materials had been sent 
to recycling companies.

Environmental assessment for city-
owned properties
Council authorized the submission of an appli-
cation to the Cuyahoga County Department of 
Development for financial assistance under The 
Cuyahoga County Brownfield Redevelopment 
Fund Community Assessment Initiative for a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment study for 
city-owned properties at 3230 Silsby Road and 
Permanent Parcels 687-08-078, 687-08-079 
and 687-08-112. The ordinance also authorizes 
entering into an agreement with the county and 
taking all other actions necessary to implement 
the grant award.

Traffic code alignment with state law
Council member Ken montlack offered, on 
first reading, an ordinance that would amend 
specified sections of Part Three of the Traffic 
Code and Part Five of the General Offenses 
Code to make the city’s ordinances consistent 
with current state law.

Bluestone/Hillstone property
Council authorized a resolution declaring the 
property at 3997 Bluestone Road/1110 Hill-
stone Road (a corner duplex) to be a nuisance 
and authorizing abatement of the nuisance.

Filling Mark Tumeo’s seat
The mayor announced that information about 
applying for the council seat being vacated by 
mark Tumeo would be available April 18.  

LWV observer: Lisa Peters.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.
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Tickets go on sale for 
Cain Park season
Cain Park has announced its summer 
season of events, and ticket sales have 
begun. 
 Saturday, May 28, 9 a.m.–5 p.m., 
is Residents Day at the Cain Park 
ticket office. On that day, residents of 
Cleveland Heights can purchase spe-
cial seats that have 
been set aside for 
them. It is the city’s 
way of showing ap-
preciation for resi-
dents’ support over 
the past 73 years.

Howard Thompson, economic development 
director for the City of Cleveland Heights, 
featured at FutureHeights Speaker Series

LIQUID PLANET LIQUID PLANET   
is now hiring  

Send resume to  
info@liquid-planet.com 

Seeking friendly energetic people 
with exceptional customer service 
skills. The position is fast paced 

and team oriented.  
 

We offer competitive wages  
and are expanding locally  

and nationally.  

Howard Thompson, the new economic development director for the City of Cleveland Heights, 
described his efforts to strengthen commerce and entrepreneurial activity in the city to a capacity 
crowd at the Tavern Company on Lee road on april 26. Thompson spoke as part of the FutureHeights 
Speaker Series, which is hosted by the organization’s young professionals group, FutureNow. The 
series seeks to foster a dialogue between the city, business owners and residents to discuss the chal-
lenges and issues facing the Heights community. For more information on the series or FutureNow, 
e-mail committee chair Kevin Smith at smithkp@gmail.com.
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216.321.7889  •  216.421.8380
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

www.dreamspainc.com • www.quintanasbarbershop.com

Men’s & Boy’s Haircuts 
Barber Shaves, Massages  

Pedicures, Manicures & Acrylics 
Facials, Waxing, Tinting 
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Volunteer at the Heights Libraries
If you are interested in volunteering at 
the library, contact Heather Howiler, 
training and staff development/volun-
teer coordinator, at 216-932-3600 ext. 
287 or hhowiler@heightslibrary.org.  
Noble Neighborhood Library’s 
Grand Reopening Party, Sunday, 
May 15, 2-4 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to staff the re-
freshment tables, help with the Friends 
of the Heights Library book sale, and 
supervise the Early Literacy Playroom. 
Noble’s Early Literacy Playroom
The Noble Neighborhood Library is 
looking for volunteers experienced in 

preschool development and literacy to 
interact with caregivers in carrying out 
literacy-based activities in the newly 
created Literacy Playroom.
Lee Road Summer Lunch 
Program
The Lee Road Library needs volunteers 
to help serve free cold lunches from the 
Cleveland Foodbank to anyone under 
the age of 18 from 12–1 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, starting June 13.
Gardening Volunteers
The library will need volunteers to help 
weed, plant and maintain the flower beds 
at each building this spring and summer.

Establish a payment schedule 
before work begins
Rebecca Stager

Here at Home Repair Resource Center, 
we frequently hear tales of woe about 
contracted repairs. One of the most 
common problems occurs at the end of a 
project, when—even though most of the 
work has been completed and paid for—
there are a few small details that the 
contractor has promised to fix “in the 
next few days.” Weeks later, they are still 
unfinished, and the contractor has not 
responded to your calls. Mild irritation 
turns to total dissatisfaction with the 
contractor, destroying all your pleasure 
in the work that has been done.
 What can you do to prevent this? In 
most cases, the answer lies in establish-
ing and managing a payment schedule 
so that the contractor has a financial 
incentive to finish the detail work.
 Talking over expectations—both 
yours and the contractor’s—and nego-
tiating the payment schedule before 
work starts can help prevent a myriad 
of problems. In developing the payment 
plan, Home Repair Resource Center 
suggests that you do not agree to a large 
down payment, but instead seek reason-
able alternatives based on the principle 
of “money paid for value received.” For 
most small jobs, no payment should be 
necessary until work is completed. On 
larger projects, you might offer to write a 
check to the store for materials that must 
be specially ordered, offer to pay for ma-
terials delivered to your home, or offer to 
make progress payments as agreed-upon 
portions of the work are completed.
 If you and your contractor come to 
agreement on a series of progress pay-

ments (a com-
mon arrange-
ment is 1/3 at 
the start, 1/3 at 
an agreed progress point, and 1/3 after all 
work is done), it’s best to tie those pay-
ments to completion of readily identifi-
able stages of the work, which have been 
defined in advance. For example, on a 
contract for a new garage, you might 
agree to pay a certain amount when the 
concrete foundation has been installed, 
another amount when the rough framing 
has been completed, and the final pay-
ment when the whole job is done.
 Once you agree to a plan, stick to 
your guns. Remember, retaining funds 
until all work is done is the best way to 
make sure that those nagging details at 
the end get finished. Whether it’s the 
last progress payment on a big repair or 
“payment in full” for a small job, don’t 
give up that final check until you are 
fully and completely satisfied with the 
work. Note: If yours was a big job where 
subcontractors were used, don’t make 
the final payment without proof from 
the contractor that all subcontractors 
have been paid.  
 A final tip: Before you make any pay-
ment (even a progress payment) on jobs 
for which a permit is required, make sure 
that the work has been approved by your 
city’s building department.

becky Stager has been the Home Repair Resource 
Center’s education coordinator since 1989. Visit 
www.hrrc-ch.org or call 216-381-6100 for more 
information on programs and services.

Harvey and Friends Bookshop opens

The audience for the 22nd annual african-american read-in gathers in the new Harvey and Friends 
Bookshop, located in the Lee road Library.

Kirsten Radivoyevitch

The Harvey and Friends Bookshop, 
located on the second floor of the Lee 
Road Library, opened for business in 
February. 
 It is named in honor of longtime 
Cleveland Heights resident Harvey 
Pekar, who died last summer.
 Pekar was a well-known cartoonist, 
the author of American Splendor, and the 
subject of the movie with the same title. 
He was also a prominent supporter and 
friend of the Heights Library.
 The bookshop has thousands of 
books from which to choose, all donated 
to the Friends or removed from the 
library’s circulating collection. Book-
shop shelves are arranged by subject. 
Available genres range from preschool 
books to adult fiction and mysteries, and 
a wide variety of nonfiction subjects. 
Adult books cost $1.25, children’s titles 
are 75 cents each, or 50 cents if two or 
more are purchased. Friends members 
receive a 25-cent discount on adult 
titles.
 Some bookshop highlights include 
a child’s play space, book-related gift 
items, and vending machines stocked 
with office supplies and healthy snacks. 
Freshly-brewed Phoenix Coffee and 
baked goods are available with discounts 

for Friends. Free-standing racks of ongo-
ing book sale items can still be found on 
the first floor of the Lee Road Library, 
as well as at each of the other Heights 
Libraries. Friends volunteers will con-
tinue to sort and shelve donated books 
on Tuesday evenings, and will be on site 
to assist customers during most library 
hours. 
 All bookshop proceeds will be 
used to maintain, improve and add to 
resources, facilities and services. Money 
will also be used to support programs for 
children and adults.
 Shop managers Joni London and 
David Robbins are working closely with 
the library staff to develop a showcase 
of Pekar’s graphic works that will debut 
this summer in a grand opening celebra-
tion. The project will emphasize Pekar’s 
contribution to the underground comic 
book industry. 
 The bookshop is also available for 
community events.
 For more information about volun-
teer opportunities, call 216-932-3600, 
ext. 299, or visit www.friendsofheightsli-
brary.onefireplace.com.

Kirsten Radivoyevitch has lived in Cleve-
land Heighst off and on for many years. She is 
currently the Friends of the Heights Libraries 
events and programs chair.

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter for over 35 Years!

ExteriorInterior

• Fences - crafted from cedar
• Patios - brick or flagstone
• Decks - cedar or composite
• Plantings - design & installed

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky   •   (216) 321-7729
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• Free Pillow  
• Free Delivery  
• Free Financing

1812 COVENTRY RD   216-320-9761    
SleepSourceUSA.com 

 

• Informed sales staff 
• Huge selection of 
 comparable products 
• 100% natural latex beds

We are the best 
place to shop for 

your Tempur-Pedic.

Offer valid on The DeluxeBed & The ClassicBed by Tempur-Pedic®.

SLE-9234 TP_Heights Observer April Ad_4.83x3.5.indd   1 4/20/11   2:17 PM

Local farms deliver
Community supported agriculture gains in popularity as Geauga 
Family Farms brings locally grown food to the Heights area
Michelle Bandy-Zalatoris

The Cleveland area is experiencing a 
local food revolution. More and more 
opportunities are cropping up for resi-
dents to purchase healthy foods grown 
by local farmers and producers, and 
consumers are learning more about the 
bounty of this region.
 Geauga Family Farms, a local cooper-
ative of 10 certified-organic family farms, 
has experienced tremendous growth in 
its Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program. In its first two seasons of 
business, the group went from just under 
300 members in 2009 to more than 800 
last year, and the farms are anticipating 
an expansion to 1,000 for 2011.
 Community supported agriculture 
is an approach that enables members of 
the general public to purchase a shareof 
the harvest at the beginning of the 
growing season. This early investment 
provides financial support to the farm-
ers when they are purchasing seeds and 
supplies for the coming year—literally 
seed money. In return for this investment, 
members receive a weekly delivery of 
freshly harvested produce throughout 
the growing season. Geauga Family 
Farms offers single shares (several serv-
ings a week for two to three people) and 
family shares (the same for four to five 
people). For the 20-week summer sea-
son, single shares cost $400 and family 
shares cost $650—a great value for the 
range and quality of produce included.
 The farmers of Geauga Family Farms 
appreciate the CSA model because it 

provides a more direct relationship 
with consumers through farm visits, a 
weekly newsletter, member surveys, and 
volunteer opportunities. Feedback from 
members helps farmers make decisions 
about what to plant and where pick-up 
sites are needed. The greater financial 
security provided by the CSA business 
model has drawn younger farmers and a 
new energy back to the agricultural way 
of life.
 Geauga Family Farms has been 
lucky to have active partners in the 
businesses and institutions that serve as 
pick-up sites. In the Heights area, Ruff-
ing Montessori School hosts a Thursday 
evening pick-up this season, and St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church and First Uni-
tarian Church host Saturday morning 
pick-ups. Tuesday pick-ups are at Whole 
Foods in Woodmere Village and Kol 
Chadash Temple in Solon. Additional 
pick-up sites are located in Chardon, 
Middlefield, Lakewood, Painesville, 
Mentor, Bainbridge and Willoughby 
Hills. Both Ruffing Montessori School 
and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church donate 
leftover shares to the Heights Emer-
gency Food Center, providing fresh and 
healthy produce to residents in need.
 The coordination among multiple 
farms enables them to grow a wide 
variety of produce in volume. Planting 
has already started on more than 50 
varieties of vegetables. Members love 
the way the program has introduced 
them to new vegetables as well as new 
varieties of old favorites. Some members 
shared stories of children cheering at 

the appearance of kohlrabi or kale. The 
cooperative’s weekly newsletter, “The 
Fair Share,” provides recipes and storage 
tips matched to the produce provided 
each week.
 Last fall, Geauga Family Farms 
tested a Winter CSA plan, and the 175 
available shares for the six-week pro-
gram sold out in two weeks. Members 
reported enjoying the combination of 
root vegetables, lettuce, greens, eggs, 
and baked goods. The farms plan ex-
panded winter offerings this year.
 The farmers host monthly farm 
visits and field nights for CSA members 
throughout the growing season. Last 
year’s visits were a great way to gain 
insight into the life of our Amish neigh-
bors (eight of the 10 farms are Amish), 
while learning about the work involved 
in running a family farm. 
 If this method of direct support for 
local farms appeals to you, Northeast 
Ohio offers many opportunities for par-
ticipation. Early sign-up is recommend-
ed, as many CSAs fill up quickly. These 
programs are not for everyone, and not 
all CSAs are the same. But if you are an 
adventurous cook looking to add more 
healthy vegetables to your diet, a CSA 
membership may be just the thing for 
you. The Geauga Family Farms website 
at www.geaugafamilyfarms.org provides 
additional background and information 
about the program and its farmers.

Michelle Bandy-Zalatoris is a Cleveland 
Heights resident, a city planner and a local 
food advocate.

Local resources for families affected by alzheimer’s disease
Judith Eugene

An estimated 230,000 Ohioans are liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s disease (AD), and 
that number is unfortunately rising. As 
our senior adult population grows, so 
does the number of families affected by 
this disease. Statistics are only statistics 
though, when they apply to someone 
else. What happens when one of our 
Heights-area families becomes one of 
those statistics? Where can we turn for 
local, reliable, caring help?
 The Cleveland Chapter of The 
Alzheimer’s Association (AA), located 
in Beachwood, offers many helpful ser-

vices to families living with Alzheimer’s, 
including family education, caregiver 
coaching, and referral services. The AA 
holds family support groups in Beach-
wood and Lyndhurst on the second 
Thursday of every month.
 The Western Reserve Area Agency 
on Aging (WRAAA), located down-
town, has a Family Caregiver Support 
Program that provides support groups 
and referrals. The University Memory 
and Aging Center at University Hos-
pitals (UH) offers services through the 
Elder Health Clinic in Cleveland and 
the Foley ElderHealth Center in Beach-
wood. AD patients are assessed and 

monitored by experienced neurologists 
and geriatric physicians. They also offer 
referrals and caregiver support groups.
 When round-the-clock care becomes 
necessary, there are local companies that 
can help. Homewatch CareGivers, lo-
cated in Beachwood, trains caregivers in 
the special care required by those with 
AD, and offers this training to family 
members. Homewatch CareGivers of-
fers a “Pathways to Memory” program 
in which a specially-trained caregiver 
guides your loved one through memory 
activities that help support cognitive 
abilities and independence for as long as 
possible. “This is a wonderful memory-
enhancing program that enables our 
clients to gain confidence and maintain 
their independence,” said Jodi Spiegel of 
Homewatch.
 Adult day care centers are another 
option for care. St. Anthony Adult Day 
Center in Euclid and Jennings Center for 
Older Adults in Garfield Heights provide 
life-enriching services for those with 
AD. If home care and day care are not 

viable options, there are several group 
residences that offer AD care. Home-
wood Residence in Cleveland Heights 
and Richmond Heights, The Woodlands 
in Shaker Heights, Governor’s Village 
in Mayfield Village, and Montefiore and 
Park East Care in Beachwood are local 
residences offering specialized care.
 If you have a loved one who has 
been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, 
reach out for help, not only for them, but 
also for yourself. Ashley Hill of Home-
watch CareGivers said, “Alzheimer’s 
disease affects the entire family, not just 
the person suffering from it.” You can 
reach the resources listed above at the 
following numbers: WRAAA (216-621-
8010), AA (216-721-8457), AA 24/7 hotline 
(800-272-3900), UH (216-844-6400), 
Homewatch CareGivers (216-593-0120).

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland Heights 
who provides services to senior adults and those 
with mobility challenges through www.Loving-
HandsGroup.com. She can be reached at 216-
408-5578 or Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com.

New postal regulations got you down? 
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Mail Service • Database Management • Office Administration

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep 
you on time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com

Bill Thomas, 
beloved Heights 
music teacher, dies
Joy Henderson 

Bill Thomas, 68, died March 25 at 
Holly Hill Nursing Home in Newbury 
Township, 17 years after a diagnosis of 
Parkinson’s disease.
 Thomas led the Heights Singers 
and other vocal music groups at Heights 
High for 30 years. He was operations 
manager at Cain Park and director of 
the park’s Arts Festival. 
 His high musical standards and 
ability to teach young people life lessons 
influenced many former students and 
colleagues.
 Rajiv Joseph, Broadway playwright 
and Heights alum (‘91), said, “Bill was 
the finest educator I’ve ever known.”
 Sandra Dixon, the current director 
of the Heights High Gospel Choir (’81), 
said Bill was an expert at leading music 
tours. “I learned how to run a tour by 
watching Bill,” she said. 
 Thomas was born in New Brighton, 
Pa. He earned a bachelor’s degree at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania and 
a master’s at Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity. In 1968, he moved to Cleveland 
Heights to direct the girls glee club and 
men’s chorus at the high school. He later 
merged the groups to create the Heights 
Singers.
 Thomas also directed music at 
Grace Lutheran Church. He is survived 
by his wife, the former Jane Monroe, 
three children and five grandchildren.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.
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Annual `Taste of the 
Heights’ is June 2
Jackalyn Fehrenbach 

Taste of the Heights is a delicious fund-
raiser that benefits the youth of Cleve-
land Heights and University Heights 
and your taste buds. Local restaurants 
provide food for patrons to enjoy, and 
there will be more than 20 menu items 
for guests to sample.
 The event is Thursday, June 2, from 
6-9 p.m. at Heights Youth Club.
 In addition to the wide variety of 
dishes to tempt visitors, young talent will 
provide the entertainment. A gift raffle 
and online auction are also part of the 
fundraising event. Enjoy great food and 
great entertainment, and see how your 
donations and hard work have helped 
transform the Heights Youth Club.
 Since 2007, Heights Youth Club has 
partnered with Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Cleveland to provide quality program-
ming that enables children of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights to 
reach their full potential as productive, 
responsible and caring adults. With the 
kindness, caring and assistance of people 
like you, Heights Youth Club has been 
able to provide Heights young people 
with valuable programs and events.   
 There’s never been a better reason 
to eat delicious food! To purchase tick-
ets or for more information, visit www.
heightsyouthclub.org.

Jackalyn Fehrenbach is the assistant director 
of the Heights Youth Club.

Fourth annual peace party is true to 
original purpose of Mother’s day
Walter Nicholes

“The first Mother’s Day, proclaimed in 
1870 by Julia Ward Howe, was a passion-
ate demand for disarmament and peace,” 
said Kathy Baker, spokesperson for the 
4th annual Mother’s Day Peace Party. 
The event will be held on Sunday, May 
8, from 2 to 4 p.m, at the India Cultural 
Garden in Cleveland’s Rockefeller Park.
 “Unfortunately, Mother’s Day, has 
become significantly diverted from this 
objective, and is today an overly com-
mercialized celebration, usually featur-
ing gifts of candy and flowers and taking 
mom out to dinner,” Baker said. 
 But Howe’s proclamation, which she 
read publicly in 1870, stated in part: “Let 
[mothers] solemnly take counsel with each 
other as to the means whereby the great hu-
man family can live in peace, each bearing 

after their own time the sacred impress, 
not of Caesar, but of God.”
 Special guest speaker this year is 
Peggy Zone Fisher, president and CEO 
of the Diversity Center of Northeast 
Ohio, a human relations organization 
dedicated to eliminating bias, bigotry 
and racism. Founded in 1927 as the Na-
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews, the Diversity Center is a member 
of the National Federation for Just Com-
munities, a network of 20 like-minded 
organizations across the country. Zone 
Fisher is married to Lee Fisher, former 
lieutenant governor of Ohio.
 Event honoree is Joan Southgate, 
founder of Restore Cleveland Hope, a 
grassroots organization that organized 
to save the Cozad-Bates House, the 
last remaining pre-Civil War structure 
in University Circle, which was part of 

Kasey Greer 

Connecting Our Cultures will be the 
theme of Heights Community Con-
gress’ 11th annual multicultural festival, 
which will be held from 1–4:30 p.m., 
on Saturday, May 14, at the Lee Road 
Library, 2345 Lee Road. 
 This year’s theme encourages par-
ticipants not only to recognize Cleve-
land Heights for its diversity, but also 
to connect with the many cultures that 
contribute to it.
 In addition to food and fun, the 
festival will include entertainment from 
the Passport Project and other cultural 
groups. There will be craft projects for 
children of all ages, informational and 
educational activities, as well as tables 

HCC’s 11th annual multicultural 
festival set for May 14

featuring items for sale.
 Connecting Our Cultures is planned 
and staffed by HCC’s Multicultural Task 
Force, an advisory committee of HCC 
and its board of directors. One of the 
goals of HCC is to promote racial, eth-
nic and cultural understanding. This is a 
part of the organization’s  larger mission 
to be an advocate for social justice, a 
monitor of fair housing, and a facilitator 
of community-building.
 The event is free and open to the 
public. There will be drawings for door 
prizes throughout the day. For more in-
formation, contact HCC at 216-321-6775 
or info@heightscongress.org.

Kasey Greer is the executive director of 
Heights Community Congress.

The Loving 
  Hands GroupTM 

 Unique Services For 
Seniors And Those With 

Limited Mobility 
• Art • Writing • Music 

• Interior Design • Yoga & More!

We Visit Your Home 
Or Group Living Community

216.408.5578 
www.LovingHandsGroup.com

We Bring The World To You! TM

$15 DISCOUNT FOR NEW CLIENTS!

your new clients are here!

Meet our Expo Sponsors and get more info @ 
www.yournewclientsarehere.com

May 12              3-7 pM

Network with 100 exhibitors 
and 1000 attendees from every industry! 
Bring your clients, employees, co-workers, 

mentees, and plenty of business cards 
and we'll bring business to YOU!

at 700 BETA 
Banquet & Conference Center • Wilson Mills & I-271

Heights-Hillcrest Regional
Chamber of Commerce
Empowering You and Your Business

the Underground Railroad.
 Following the format of previous 
Peace Parties, the event is free and open 
to the public. Families are invited to par-
ticipate in a peaceful afternoon among 
friends. Free light refreshments, enter-
tainment, family photos at the Gandhi 
statue, an art table for children to make 
Mother’s Day cards, and folding  peace 
cranes highlight the event.
 The fourth annual Peace Party is 
sponsored by Cleveland Peace Action, 
Federation of India Community Associ-
ates, Women Speak Out For Peace and 
Justice, and Asian Services in Action, 
Inc. For more information, contact 
Kathy Baker at 216-383-1684.

Walter Nicholes is a longtime resident of the 
Heights.

Leigh Bennett

collage
                        jewelry & beads

leeann1248@aol.com
  440 552 8578

private/semi private 
lessons

collage using found &
recycled objects

restringing &
redesign bead work

make & create your 
own polymer clay bead

3481 Fairmount Blvd.
(inside Paul Hamlin 
Interiors)

Books-a-Go-Go volunteers needed
Angee Shaker

The Interfaith Council and the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights City 
School District have partnered to offer 
the Books-a-Go-Go program, a summer 
event for families. 
 Each Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights elementary school will be open 

every Thursday evening beginning June 
16 to provide free dinners and an open 
school library to students. The program 
end son August 11.
 You can support this new read-
and-feed program by assisting with 
dinner and interacting with students in 
the library, playing games and reading 
books.
 Volunteers can choose to help only 
one time or many times throughout the 
summer. You can stay close to home or 
travel to a school in another neighbor-
hood. Volunteers will be needed from 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. each Thursday night. 
Please consider volunteering.
 Contact Kelly Stukus, coordinator 
of elementary literacy for the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights City 
Schools at 216-320-2223 or at k_stukus@
chuh.org.

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School district.

Advertise 
in the Heights 
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www.heightsobserver.org
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College Club membership is open to all
Pam Daroux 

The College Club of Cleveland is situated 
in a gracious historic home located at the 
top of Murray Hill, on Overlook Road in 
Cleveland Heights. The home was built 
in 1905 for the W. D .B. Alexander fam-
ily. The architects were Abram Garfield, 
son of President James Garfield, and 
Franklin Mead. 
 The Alexanders sold the house in 
1916 to D. Edward and Effie Dangler. 
The house was occupied until 1948, when 
Effie Dangler died. It lay vacant and fell 
into disrepair. It was around that time 
that the needs of the College Club and 
the home converged.
 The College Club of Cleveland 
was formed in the late 19th century by 
a group of college-educated women. 
While the main focus was on the social-
ization of this special group of women, 
they also established a fund to provide 
scholarships for deserving young women 
to attend college. 
 Over time, as membership in-
creased, the club needed to move 
to larger quarters. In 1951, members 
purchased the Dangler home and re-
furbished it, keeping the warm wood 
paneling in both main rooms on the first 
floor and the fireplaces—throughout 
the house. The rooms on the second 
floor were turned into comfortable sit-
ting rooms suitable for small meetings 
or social gatherings.
 People are sometimes surprised to 
learn that the College Club of Cleveland 
is not part of Case Western Reserve 
University or any other institution. 

It is a completely independent entity. 
Membership is open to both women 
and men, and members enjoy a host of 
diverse activities, from book groups to 
bridge to exercise classes. Meetings are 
held each Monday and consist of lunch 
(dinner once a month) and a program of 
interest on many topics. 
 Benevolent activities include giv-
ing college scholarships each year, and 
supporting of the Women’s Re-entry 
Network program.
 The club house is available for 
rentals, accommodating from 8 to 
150 people. The house lends itself to 
events, such as bridal rehearsal din-
ners, weddings, and bar/bat mitzvahs. 
It is a popular venue for holding holiday 
events and special parties. Smaller meet-
ings, seminars, recitals, and showers 
are just as much at home as the larger 
events.
 Fees charged are reasonable and re-
flect the amount of space needed, length 
of time, time of day, and size and type of 
event. There is free parking at the door 
for 85 cars. The facility is handicapped-
accessible.
 One advantage to renting the Col-
lege Club is that only one event takes 
place in the house at a time; thus, there 
is no competition for space.
 Visitors and potential renters are 
welcome to tour the facility. To sched-
ule a tour or to obtain membership 
information, call 216-231-1683 or e-mail 
clubmanager@thecollegeclub.org.

Pam darous is the house director for the Col-
lege Club of Cleveland.

Now is the time to get 
on your bike and ride!
Mary Dunbar

The popularity of cycling is soaring as 
more and more people recognize the 
benefits of bicycling for recreation and 
commuting. According to the Northeast 
Ohio Coordinating Agency, the number 
of bicyclists in Cuyahoga County in-
creased by around 50 percent between 
2006 and 2010.
 Recognizing this trend, Cleveland 
Heights City Council proclaimed May 
“Bike Month.” This proclamation high-
lights a key strength the city can build 
on. 
 According to various government 
studies, Cleveland Heights has the busi-
est bicycle routes in the region. It also 
ranks high, both locally and nationally,  
in bicycle usage for commuting. Those 
facts are a reflection of a city that 
attracts creative thinkers and young 
professionals seeking vibrant, sustain-
able communities in which to live and 
work. Bicyclists are part of the diversity 
we cherish in Cleveland Heights.
 As part of Bike Month, and to make 
our communities even more bicycle 
friendly, the Cleveland Heights Bicycle 
Coalition is working with physical edu-
cation teachers and others at Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District elementary schools to promote 
Walk or Bike to School Day on Wednes-
day, May 18. 
 The first Walk or Bike to School 
Day, supported by the bicycle coalition 
and physical education teachers, was 
held on Oct. 6, 2010 in conjunction 
with International Walk to School Day. 
It was a great success, with students at 
four elementary schools participating 
enthusiastically. Children need an hour 
a day of physical activity for health and 
to improve concentration in school, and 
walking or biking to school helps them 
achieve that goal.
 Addressing bicycle issues is a great 
way for cities and schools to collaborate 
productively. The bicycle coalition, 
elementary school physical education 
teachers, Cleveland Heights police, 
Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights city officials, PTAs and others 
are collaborating to restart bicycle edu-
cation and rodeos for elementary school 
children. This group has also taken first 
steps toward Safe Routes to School 
involvement and grants through a par-
ent survey at four district elementary 
schools. In addition, a bicycle coalition 
member has begun working with a CH-
UH school district facilities manager 
to assess bike rack facilities at schools 
and plan for their improvement. Hav-
ing good bicycle parking at our schools 
will make bicycling to school more 
feasible.
 The Cleveland Heights Bicycle 
Coalition encourages everyone to walk 
or bicycle around town. Bicycles are a 
perfect mode of transportation for those 
who are concerned about the environ-
ment, their health or their pocketbook. 
In short, almost everyone. Bicycling can 
make one feel good physically. Depend-
ing on oneself to get around can feel 
empowering. 

 Much more is happening to im-
prove bicycling in the Heights. To find 
activities during Bicycle Month, check 
the Cleveland Heights Bicycle Coali-
tion website, www.bikesintheheights.org. 
For events in Greater Cleveland, go to 
Cleveland Bicycle Week at www.cleve-
landbicycleweek.org.

Mary dunbar is a cofounder of the Cleveland 
Heights bicycle Coalition.

Cleveland Heights 
Bicycle Coalition
Who’s in on the bicycling action?
Schools that participated in Walk or Bike to 

School Day on Oct. 6, 2010

• Canterbury Elementary

• Fairfax Elementary

•  Gearity Professional Development 

School

• Roxboro Elementary

Schools participating in Walk or Bike to 

School Day on May 18, 2011

• Canterbury Elementary

• Fairfax Elementary

•  Gearity Professional Development 

School

• Noble Elementary

• Oxford Elementary

Cleveland Heights Bicycle Coalition Board 

of Directors

• Greta De Meyer

• Mary Dunbar

• Joy Henderson

• Brandon Henneman

• Ian Hoffman

• Nicholas Matthew

School Bicycling Committee

•  Nancy Dietrich, Cleveland Heights Bicycle 

Coalition

•  Mary Dunbar, Cleveland Heights Bicycle 

Coalition

•  Alice Stratton, physical education teacher, 

Fairfax Elementary

•  Fiona Kuntz, Physical Education Teach-

er, Gearity Professional Development 

School

•  Julie Lustic, physical education teacher, 

Canterbury Elementary

•  Susanna O’Neil, director of community 

services, Cleveland Heights

•  Richard Wong, director, planning and 

development, Cleveland Heights

•  Susan Pardee, coordinator of school 

improvement/federal programs, CH-

UH City School District, and University 

Heights city council member

Bicycle Rack Committee

•  Laura Marx, Cleveland Heights Bicycle 

Coalition

•  John Foreman, building manager, CH-UH 

City School District

Schools participating in Safe Routes to 

Schools

• Canterbury Elementary

• Fairfax Elementary

•  Gearity Professional Development 

School

• Noble Elementary
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Restorative Cosmetic Masonry Specialist
“Tuck-Point” Turner

Specialists in restoring “Heirloom” Homes built before 1950
The Only Lime-Registered Mason in Ohio 

(Source – Cleveland Restoration Society)

Top-shelf products & methods to restore your Antique Brickwork!
20 (Yes, Twenty!) YEAR mortar guarantee 

In Masonry Since 1974
• Insured  •  References Available Upon Your Request  •  A “Green” Business

Artisans, NOT Bricklayers
Find samples of my work on FACEBOOK!

Do you need restoration & repairs?

Call me, today!

440-716-0919
TuckPointTurner@aol.com
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parenting Q&a
Ellen Barrett

Ellen barrett, a parent educator at Family 
Connections, fields questions about the daily 
ups and downs of parenting. The same issues 
affect many parents. If you have questions 
for Barrett, e-mail her at ebarrett@heights-
parentcenter.org.

Q. For several months, since our daugh-
ter turned three, we’ve seen a major 
change in her sleep behavior. She is very 
attached to me, and wants nothing to 
do with her father at bedtime. Before, 
either of us could put her to bed with a 
smooth bedtime routine, and then leave 
the room while she was still awake. But 
now, she wants only me, and I have to 
stay with her until she’s fully asleep. 
We’ve tried to let her cry it out and she 
gets hysterical—screaming loudly and 
crying constantly. 
 I’m not sure what changed over the 
past few months, and wonder if this is 
just a phase, or something more serious. 

A. It can be very frustrating and a little 
scary when your child seems to change 
behavior patterns suddenly. Although it is 
important to make sure she is not sick or 
facing any new, difficult or unusual experi-
ences during the day, it is likely that you 
are seeing the manifestation of very typical 
feelings for any three-year-old. At this age, 
a desire for independence is in conflict 
with an active imagination and newfound 
fears of monsters under the bed. 
 A few strategies can help address 
these new developmental milestones to 
which your three-year-old is adjusting:
•  The best way to help your daughter to 

sleep is to stick to a bedtime routine. 
Consistency and predictability are very 
important in easing her mind. Give her 
fair warning when bedtime approaches 
and offer her some limited choices: 
“After I finish the dishes we’re going 
upstairs for bed. Are you going to hop 
or march up the stairs tonight?” This 
will help her to anticipate that bedtime 
is near, but still give her some control. 

Your routine should be simple—a 
bath, teeth brushing, reading a story 
are standard, reasonable activities. A 
few extras, like saying goodnight to 
the moon or a having a sip of water, 
are fine, but don’t drag it out.

•  Avoid nighttime television, high-
energy activities, and scary books or 
stories after dinner. Look for ways to 
enable her body and mind to start to 
slow down. This will help her to make 
the transition to the dimmed light and 
quiet of bedtime.

•  Set aside some special time together. 
Give her a chance to share her day, 
and you can share yours too. Find out 
if something actually is bothering her. 
This warm exchange at the end of the 
day will help satisfy her need to feel 
connected to you, and will be com-
forting as she settles down into sleep. 
Reassure her that you love her and will 
see her in the morning.

•  If she seems desperate for you to 
stay with her, try to maintain some 
distance, to discourage dependency. 
First, try standing in her room with 
minimal or no talking. Make your way 
out of the room gradually, reassur-
ing her that you will be nearby. Each 
night, shorten the length of time you 
stay with her. Do not engage in power 
struggles or lengthy explanations, and 
remain calm.

•  Try using positive motivation. What 
might be an incentive for your daugh-
ter? Start small, perhaps with a sticker 
each night for three nights, and a 
small prize after the three stickers are 
earned. Praise her the next day and 
help her recognize that it feels good 
to stay asleep all night.

 Don’t try to accomplish it all in one 
night. Allow her, and yourself, a series 
of nights to adjust to new expectations. 
Be firm, reassuring and consistent. Sleep 
training at any age can be a long, difficult 
process. Remember, if she could do it 
once, she can learn to do it again.

Summer sports camp offers fun, while 
teaching healthy habits
Heights Observer Staff 

Kids can learn healthier habits this sum-
mer, while playing sports and engaging 
in other fun activities. Heights Summer 
Sports Camp—a new camp for children 
ages 5–14—will offer opportunities to 
swim, play basketball and football, and en-
joy the outdoors, while also providing kids 
with an opportunity to cook nutritious 
meals and learn other healthy habits.
 The program is run by Tenora Ed-
wards, a 1986 Heights High graduate, 
who operates Excell Early Learning 
Center, a day care center based at Forest 

Hill Presbyterian Church.
 “We have a strong passion for chang-
ing the lives of children and families,” said 
Edwards. “We currently have a licensed 
social worker, certified physical trainers 
and a host of other trained instructors 
available to provide our children with 
all the education and tools needed to 
become healthier individuals.”  
 The camp will run from June 13 
through Aug. 19 at Lutheran East High 
School, 3565 Mayfield Road. Scholar-
ships are available. 
 Call 216-906-1495 for more infor-
mation.

Ruffing Montessori offers new Spanish 
language camp this summer
Heights Observer Staff 

This summer, in addition to its tradi-
tional camp program, Summer Ruff-
ing It, Ruffing Montessori will offer a 
one-week Spanish immersion camp for 
students in grades 3–5 and 6–8. These 
sessions will be taught in Spanish, and 
students are required to have studied 
the language for at least one year prior 
to enrollment.
 During the week, students will 
be immersed in Spanish language and 
culture. Campers will create piñatas, 
prepare Mexican food, and play games 
using their Spanish vocabulary. Activi-
ties on the athletic field at Beaumont 

School and Ruffing’s gymnasium and 
playground will provide students with 
practical and entertaining ways to im-
prove their Spanish fluency.
 The program will run Monday, Au-
gust 1, through Friday, August 5, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Students should bring 
lunch and a drink each day, except for 
the last day, when they will prepare and 
enjoy a Mexican meal. 
 The cost per child is $225, and reg-
istration closes on May 31. 
 For more information, visit www.
ruffingmontessori.net/sri/ and click on the 
link to download the camp information 
form, or call the camp office at 216-932-
7866.

HYC members bound for Nicaragua

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Seven members of the Heights Youth 
Club have been awarded International 
Partners in Mission scholarships and 
will travel to Managua, Nicaragua, to 
participate in a cultural immersion 
experience program from June 11–18.
Cleveland Heights High School stu-
dents Alysia Taylor, James Williams, Ja-
mal Wilson, and Mario Braxton; Shaker 
Heights High School student Olivia 
Morgan; Cleveland Central Catholic 
High School student Anatasia Williams; 
and Wiley Middle School student, Jer-
emy Taylor, were selected to participate. 
All are members of the organization’s 
Keystone Leadership Club, which em-
phasizes volunteerism, commitment 
and a desire to serve others.
 Immersion experience programs 
build cross-cultural partnerships so 
that participants can gain a greater 
understanding of the global realities of 
poverty and injustice. 
 Two adult chaperones will travel with 
the students. Roscoe Morgan, director of 

the Heights Youth Club, will be a chap-
erone. During the trip, participants will 
visit organizations that promote women’s 
and children’s health and income-building 
projects for the impoverished, such as a 
women’s sewing cooperative.
 HYC members are fundraising to 
earn money for passports and medical 
expenses. For more information, or to 
make a donation, contact Roscoe Mor-
gan, at 216-321-Club.
 The Heights Youth Club provides 
a positive and safe environment for 
young people to learn and develop skills 
related to education, interpersonal 
growth and community involvement.  
It is affiliated with the Boys and Girls 
Club of America. The club is located at 
2065 Lee Road in Cleveland Heights. 
Learn more at www.heightsyouthclub.
org. Learn more about the International 
Partners in Mission program at www.
ipmconnect.org.

deanna bremer Fisher is ececutive director of 
FutureHeights and publisher of the Heights 
Observer.

Canterbury violinist played 
world premiere piece

angelina Jackson, a 5th grader and the student 
council president at Canterbury Elementary 
School, performed “Flirting,” composed by de-
lores white, at the Cleveland Composers Guild 
annual Junior Concert on Sunday, May 1 at the 
Music Settlement in University Circle.
 This is Jackson’s second year of participa-
tion in the Junior Concert, which featured works 

written especially for and premiered by Cleve-
land composers.
 in addition to solo violin, Jackson studys 
jazz violin, orchestral and chamber music at the 
Music Settlement. She is currently in the Canter-
bury orchestra and Honors Choir, and performs 
with several other groups.
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Since my company, First Interstate Properties, announced plans for the former Oakwood Country Club 
property, we have tried to keep the community informed about the project. However, there has been a great 
deal of misinformation distributed in an attempt to stop this development. Certainly, everyone is entitled 
to an opinion; people are not, however, entitled to their own facts. It’s time to set the record straight.

First and foremost, our objective for this project is to build a sustainable development that balances 
economic development and job creation with green space preservation. Many people have suggested the 
entire parcel should be preserved as a park. �at is simply not feasible. No one -- not South Euclid or 
Cleveland Heights, the Metroparks, or any citizen group -- had enough money to purchase the property 
and maintain it as green space in perpetuity. First Interstate has already purchased the land, so the only 
question on the table is this: What type of development should take place on this property? We have 
presented a plan that balances the community’s desire for open, preserved green space with the clear need 
for more jobs and increased tax revenues. Let’s break that down.

Setting the Record Straight
 

An Open Letter to the Local Community

Economic development 
and job creation
Another primary objective in South Euclid’s comprehensive community 
plan is to “remain competitive in the regional market.” �is means 
increasing tax revenues. Opponents have derisively questioned whether 
“low paying” retail jobs will increase the tax base. Doing their own math, 
they concluded the cost to the city and county will exceed tax revenues. 
�at conclusion is absurd. At our request, �e Greater Cleveland 
Partnership asked Team NEO to prepare an independent study of the 
economic impact of 325,000 square feet of retail. Team NEO used a 
model developed by Regional Economic Models, Inc. (www.remi.com). 
Based on conservative estimates, Team NEO projected about $469,000 
each year in new local income tax revenues for the City of South Euclid – 
in addition to $1.7 million in new property tax revenues bene�tting the 
public schools, library, city and county each year. �e full study is 
available in the "Resource Center" section of the Oakwood Commons 
website,  www.oakwoodcommons.net.

Land use
Essentially, arguments on both sides come down to whether our proposal 
is an appropriate use of the Oakwood property. Already, opponents are 
lining up to criticize our plan for the Cleveland Heights parcel EVEN 
THOUGH WE HAVE NOT YET SUBMITTED ANY PLANS. We 
simply ask that residents keep an open mind. We are in the process of 
looking at alternatives for this parcel. We can’t yet tell you what it will be, 
but we can tell you what we won’t do. We will not build a retail 
development on the entire parcel in both South Euclid and Cleveland 
Heights. We also will not preserve the entire parcel as a park.  We look 
forward to sharing our plans for the Cleveland Heights parcel later this 
year when we have completed our studies.

Sustainable development
Opponents claim a retail development cannot be “sustainable.” We 
disagree and have pledged to bring retailers to Oakwood Commons with 
a commitment to sustainable design and LEED-certi�ed green-building 
techniques, in a manner that’s never been done before in Northeast Ohio. 
Here’s how the U.S. Green Building Council describes sustainable design 
on its website: “LEED provides third-party veri�cation that buildings are 
designed to lower operating costs and increase asset value; reduce waste 
sent to land�lls; conserve energy and water; be healthier and safer for 
occupants; reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions; (and) demonstrate 
an owner's commitment to environmental stewardship and social 
responsibility.” We believe that’s the right kind of development for both 
South Euclid and Cleveland Heights since each community has set goals 
enhancing its commitment to green living.

Green space preservation
An opponent’s website trumpets, “Let's come up with a way to 
permanently preserve greenspace in our cities!” We agree, and contrary to 
the rhetoric, this project does not take away available greenspace. For 
more than 100 years, the Oakwood property has been closed to the 
public. We have made a commitment to permanently preserve 21 acres of 
the parcel in South Euclid as dedicated green space for public use 
(contingent upon City approval). Under our proposal, this land will never 
be developed. South Euclid currently has only 36 acres of parkland, so 
preserving an additional 21 acres will help the City achieve one of the 
primary objectives spelled out in its comprehensive plan: to preserve open 
space for active and passive recreation. We have not yet presented a plan 
for the Cleveland Heights parcel. �e City of Cleveland Heights already 
has over 135 acres of parkland, but we expect to provide additional public 
green space on that parcel as well.

Opponents also claim to know what retail stores will be on the site even though we do not 
yet have signed agreements with any retailers. In fact, we are mysti�ed by some of the “plans” 
showing up on websites purporting to show what this development will look like and what 
stores will be there. If you want accurate information, please come to the public hearings or 
visit our website (www.oakwoodcommons.net) and look at the actual plans. We think 
you’ll like what you see.

Kindest regards,

About Oakwood Commons

Mitchell Schneider, President  |  First Interstate Properties, Ltd.WWW.FIRST-INTERSTATE.COM

The Offices at Legacy Village
25333 Cedar Road, Suite 300
Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124
PHONE: (216) 381-2900 | FAX: (216) 381-2901 

paid advErTiSEMwNT
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FICTION: 
�is is spot zoning.

FACT:   �e rezoning we are requesting is in keeping with South 
Euclid’s zoning laws. Adjacent property along Warrensville Center Road 
is currently zoned C-1 (Limited Commercial) for nonresidential use. We 
are requesting similar zoning for this property, so it is not spot zoning. 

FICTION: �ere is already too much retail in the area.

FACT:   Even back in 1999, the South Euclid comprehensive plan 
acknowledged many of the available retail spaces in South Euclid “do 
not meet contemporary retail standards for store size, location of 
parking spaces or number of parking spaces.” Modern retailers want 
modern spaces and this kind of new development will bring new retail 
options and increased tax revenues to the community. In fact, a retail 
market analysis recently conducted by Esri Business Analyst shows a 
signi�cant gap between local supply and demand for retail goods. �e 
study reveals that $539 million in demand cannot be met within a 
�ve-mile radius of the Oakwood property. �is study clearly 
demonstrates that local residents currently travel more than �ve miles to 
shop for many goods and services.

FICTION: New retail only displaces small 
 and beloved merchants.

FACT:   Nothing stays the same, especially in 
retail. Successful shopping districts require regular 
reinvestment by landlords and merchants who 
periodically reinvent themselves or go out of 
business, only to be replaced by another retailer who 
better serves the changing needs of customers. �is 
is true for regional shopping districts (e.g. Golden 
Gate, Eastgate, Severance Town Center, Beachwood 
Place and even First Interstate-owned Legacy 
Village) �is is also true in every neighborhood 
shopping district where leases expire and merchants 
come and go. It’s easy to simply assume that national 
retailers always push smaller retailers out, but that is 
usually not the case.  In fact, based on what often 
occurs in other markets, we expect the Oakwood 
development to have a positive impact on other 
commercial properties in the area by attracting more 
shoppers to stores located on Cedar, Warrensville 
and May�eld Roads. 

FICTION: Cedar Center should never have been knocked
 down. �e city should focus on Cedar Center
 before developing new retail. 

FACT:   It is indisputable the South Euclid side of Cedar Center 
su�ered from serious neglect for decades and no longer served 
community needs. It had to be reinvented. �e reason it took so long was 
because the property was contaminated and needed remediation.  
Construction for Gordon Foods, which is expected to hire 35 people to 
work at its new store, began in April. Developer Peter Rubin has 
expressed support for Oakwood Commons because he knows there will 
be positive synergy between the two projects.

FICTION: First Interstate will seek subsidies and 
 tax abatements.

FACT:   First Interstate has made a public commitment to pay for 
any and all improvements needed for this project, including sidewalks 
along Warrensville Center Road, designated areas for bicycles and a 
“pull o�” area for RTA buses to move o� the main street for a bus stop. 
We promise to seek no subsidies or tax abatements.

FICTION:  First Interstate won’t keep its promises.

FACT:   No development will happen without careful review by 
the cities involved. Part of that approval process will be a detailed, legally 
binding Development Agreement. We invite you to visit other First 
Interstate developments (Legacy Village, Avon Commons, Steelyard 
Commons, Mentor Commons and Willoughby Commons) and to visit 
our website to learn about our company (www.�rst-interstate.com). 
We do keep our promises.

Fiction
vs.Fact

Future Development
in Cleveland Heights

Future Park / Green Space 
in South Euclid

Retail Development
in South Euclid Cemetery / Green Space

Existing Park / Green Space
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MARCH 15, 2011

All board members were present.

This special meeting focused on implementation of 
the “K-12 Thematic Strands and Organization.” 

Changes at the High School
Changes at Heights High for the 2011–2012 
school year will include a shift from five small 
schools to four, with the elimination of P.R.I.D.E., 
and the institution of Freshman Experience, in 
which all freshmen will participate for half of each 
day. During this time core subjects will be taught, 
flexible scheduling will allow teachers to adjust 
time slots to teaching needs, and students will be 
grouped in their small schools, all within one area 
of the building. James Reed, small school princi-
pal, will be responsible for Freshman Experience 
and all-school decisions; Nicholas Petty, Mosaic 
principal, will become Renaissance principal; and 
Joseph Nohra, P.R.I.D.E. principal, will become 
Mosaic principal.

By the 2012–13 school year:
Legacy will focus on health and engineering. 
Career prep offerings will be in clinical health 
careers, pharmacy technology, exercise science 
and engineering technology.

Mosaic will focus on fine and performing arts. 
Career prep offerings will be in interactive media, 
graphic communications, auto collision, auto 
technology, and computer networking.

R.E.A.L. will become an early college high school 
where students can earn an associate degree 
from Tri-C while getting a high school diploma, or 
participate in the Senior to Sophomore program. 
Career prep offerings will be in cosmetology and 
criminal justice.

Renaissance School will focus on international 
studies. Career prep offerings will be in business 
management and marketing management.

Further goals for Heights High include alignment 
of courses to allow for small school theme expan-
sion, creation of pathways that encourage relevant 
experiences, implementation of a flexible block 
schedule, and creation of an Option Complex to 
address student mobility and students at risk.

Middle school changes
Changes at the middle schools will be made ac-
cording to the following timeline:

Spring 2011, define middle school priorities.

2011–12, develop thematic strands, with stake-
holder input, for Wiley and Monticello.
Begin exploration of the International Baccalaure-
ate program for Roxboro.

2012–13, implement thematic strands on a stag-
gered basis.

2013–14, fully implement thematic strands.

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School Board
meeting highlights

Elementary school changes
Elementary staff will also begin work on school 
themes this spring.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

MARCH 15, 2011
All board members were present.

National Honor Society induction
Hathem Rasul, advisor to the Cleveland Heights 
High School National Honor Society chapter, in-
vited all to attend the induction ceremony of almost 
70 students on April 14 at the high school. Solomon 
Oliver, chief judge, U.S. District Court of Northern 
Ohio, will deliver the address.

Race to the Top (RttT)
Superintendent Heuer, Teachers Union President 
Tom Schmida, and Director of Special Programs 
Joseph Micheller updated what the district has 
accomplished thus far and the board approved 
the district’s scope-of-work plan. RttT funding was 
released in January 2011. The district has four years 
to develop and implement changes to improve 
student achievement.
 The district will target four areas: professional 
development, academic assessment and standards, 
data management systems, and teacher evaluation. 
A professional development program will assist 
teachers in understanding and adopting new state 
academic standards and benchmarks.
 Micheller explained that the new data manage-
ment system would be cloud-based and would give 
teachers up-to-date diagnostic tools and immediate 
access to testing data. The current system, although 
comprehensive, does not allow immediate access 
to data. RttT would fund a full-time technical sup-
port position to manage and update the database. 
When funding ends, the position would be funded 
locally. The system would be portable so it can be 
integrated with the state data management system. 

However, the state system has yet to be built. 

State budget cuts
Board President Eric Coble stated that current 
reports of state budget cuts are less favorable 
than previously, but the budget is still in flux. The 
district will have a better idea in May when it 
receives the next update.

Appreciative Inquiry (AI) summit
Director of Business Services Steven Shergalls 
reported on the AI summit held for support 
staff. A management theory widely adopted by 
businesses, AI emphasizes how organizations 
can become what they think about. The method 
involves asking questions and then leveraging 
individual and organizational qualities to enact 
change. When individuals consider what they 
do best, they adopt change more readily. The 
support staff agreed to focus on what is best for 
the district’s children and collaborated to create 
several well-defined initiatives: improve com-
munication, promote professional development, 
go green, become advocates and mentors for 
students, and develop an awards and apprecia-
tion program. A core team will analyze the action 
plans and resources needed and determine how 
to implement the plans.

Assistant middle school principals
The board approved the suspension of assistant 
middle school principal contracts because the 
positions were eliminated. Faculty positions were 
approved for the current assistant principals.

LWV Observer: Cassandra Talerico.

All ch-Uh school employees 
agree to pay freeze
Angee Shaker

Responding collectively to challenges 
posed by the state budget crisis and the 
continuing economic climate, all Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights City 
School District employees have agreed 
to a two-year extension of their con-
tracts and a zero percent cost of living 
increase for each year of the extension. 
 All five unions have agreed to the 
measure, until 2013: 
 •    Ohio Association of Public School 

Employees (OAPSE), Local 100, be-
fore/after school staff, early childhood 
preschool

 •  OAPSE, Local 102, secretaries, food 
service workers, cleaners, paraprofes-
sionals, lunchroom non-paraprofes-
sionals

 •  OAPSE, Local 617, custodians, main-
tenance, operations, grounds, trades, 
bus drivers, information technology

 •  The Cleveland Heights Teachers 

Union, Local 795, AFT, AFL-CIO, 
teachers and monitors

 •   Educational Administrative and Pro-
fessional Staff Council  (EAPSC), 

   administrators
 “We are extremely grateful to all of 
our employees for their collaborative 
spirit and for putting the needs of our 
students first,” said Eric Coble, president 
of the board of education. “Agreements 
like this are a key part of our district 
successfully riding the huge waves of 
the current state budget proposal. And 
with all the unanswered legal questions 
about Senate Bill 5, and the unknown 
status of the referendum on Senate Bill 
5, this agreement is not only financially 
responsible, it gives us the stability to 
focus on what we should be focusing on: 
educating all our students.”

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.
 

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

3451 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

www.heightsfloralshoppe.com
www.heightsfloralshoppe.blogspot.com

216-321-4114
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of Paysage

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights OH 44118
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Angee Shaker

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District has many 
dedicated teachers who go above and 
beyond the ordinary, to help their 
students learn and succeed. As a way 
to showcase the commitment these 
teachers have toward their students, the 
district is preparing a series of articles 
that focus on outstanding faculty. The 
first of these features Malik Daniels, a 
first-grade teacher at Roxboro Elemen-
tary School in Cleveland Heights. 

Q: A parent in the district told me that 
a home visit you made had a terrific ef-
fect on her son. How often do you make 
home visits, and why?

A:  I try to do at least three home visits 
each school year. I make them on an 
as-needed basis. Some are more social, 
and some concern a child's academic, 
social or behavioral standing in our 
classroom.
 I do home visits for several reasons. 
When I first came to Roxboro, five 
years ago, some parents said they were 
unable to come to school for parent-
teacher conferences. The conversation 
that started my home visits concerned 
a student who desperately needed extra 
reading help at home. The mom said, 
"Mr. Daniels, I can't get to the school 

TEAchER fEATURE: spotlight on Malik Daniels

Malik Daniels teaches first grade at Roxboro  
Elementary School.

because my car keeps breaking down, 
and the bus is out of the way." My re-
sponse was, "Okay, what day can I come 
by?" It seemed like a no-brainer—if you 
can't come to me, I will come to you!
 Something special happens when 
a child sees his or her teacher in their 
home. I see the children in such a dif-
ferent light after a home visit. When 
you see a child’s home environment, it 
changes your perspective of the child.
 Regardless of the reason for a home 

visit, it changes everyone involved. I see 
a different side of my students and their 
family life. The students are changed 
because they know that I really mean 
business by coming to their home and 
talking with their parents or guardians. 
The parents are changed because they 
know that I am going to do whatever 
it takes to help their child succeed. I 
think that teachers should do at least 
one home visit each school year. They’ll 
never forget the experience.

Q: What do you do when you are at the 
student’s home?

A: I start by going over the child’s aca-
demic positives, and then I deal with 
areas of concern. For the most part, my 
home visits are academic in nature. If I 
am going for a social visit, I normally get 
a tour of the house by the student, and 
sometimes we do homework together.

Q: What other types of activities do you 
do with your students that go beyond 
basic classroom instruction?

A: I created Lunch Bunch reading 
groups to ensure that students are 
reading at home and also to build on 
the work we’re doing in our classroom. 
I send a note home explaining the pro-
gram to parents and guardians.
 On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes-

days, I ask children to read one story a 
night, from a book I provide, to their 
parents. The stories start off easy and 
then become more difficult. They reread 
the stories to me the next day and I ask 
them questions about story structure 
and comprehension.
 We do lots of fun things, too. I make 
up songs for elements of grammar and 
other things we’re studying. I also have 
a special "Goodnight Song" about our 
awesome day, how important it is to read 
that night, to study spelling words, and 
to be kind to others, especially their 
family. In addition to being fun, this 
ends our day on a positive note.

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to 
share?

A: I encourage teachers to take the 
time to meet their students’ families 
and observe children in their home 
environment. It helps teachers better 
understand the children they may view 
as difficult, and understand the stressors 
in their lives.
 We should remember that home is 
where the heart is, and if school is our 
children's second home, our hearts can 
be in their first home as well!

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.

Joy Henderson

Japan’s tsunami hit close to home for 
two Cleveland Heights families who are 
active with the AFS student exchange 
program.
 “Okasan and Otosan live in the 
south, but I was still worried about 
them,” explained Miles Walker, a 
Heights High graduate who spent the 
summer after his junior year as an AFS 
exchange student in Japan. It took him 
a few days to hear that his former host 
parents were safe. “The experience in 
Japan gave me a strong bond to my host 
family, the country and the Japanese 
people,” said Walker, a sophomore at 
Ohio State. 
 Heights High parent and AFS leader 
Krista Hawthorne and her family were 
concerned about Kurumi, the Japanese 
exchange student who lived with them 
and attended Heights during the 2005–
06 school year, and who remains part 
of their family. “We finally heard from 
her—she was fine,” said Hawthorne.
 These are examples of the lasting 
connections that Heights High students 
and families forge through the AFS stu-
dent exchange program, now in its 52nd 
year at the school. This year there are 
eight AFS students enrolled at Heights, 
and three Heights students living and 
studying abroad.
 When Heights students travel to 
other countries for extended stays or 
interact with foreign students enrolled 
at Heights, their knowledge of the 
world and concern for others expands. 
The exchanges foster understanding 
of common human values and unique 

Exchange programs promote peace and learning

The Solisch-hawthorne family with their Japanese exchange student, Kurumi.

culture-based differences—valuable 
knowledge for our shrinking world and 
global economy.
 The AFS Club at Heights High 
welcomes and helps foreign students 
adapt to the American culture and 
connect with the school and its diverse 
opportunities. One American AFS Club 
member thinks Heights is an especially 
welcoming place for exchange students, 
saying, “We have so many groups here, it 
is not a big deal if people are different.”
 Adrienne Yelsky is the AFS Club 
advisor who guides activities that bring 
together the exchange students with 
local students. Club members and all 

exchange students are invited to a daily 
brown-bag lunch in Yelsky’s classroom, 
and monthly evening meetings. These 
activities help create a community that 
shares in the excitement and fun of the 
exchange experience.
 “Imagine the impact of one student 
coming from a foreign country with pre-
conceived ideas about the United States. 
He will go back home with a totally new 
view of America that will have a ripple 
effect, creating peace and understanding 
in the world,” explained Yelsky.
 The AFS program is known for the 
support it provides to the students and 
host families. Local chapters of trained 

AFS volunteers prepare host families 
and exchange students for their experi-
ence. Each exchange student lives with 
a host family and is matched with an 
adult liaison from the community who 
helps the student and family adjust to 
the new family configuration.
 The AFS Club welcomes all students 
who want to expand their horizons. For 
more information about hosting a stu-
dent or spending a summer, a semester 
or a year abroad, contact Adrienne Yel-
sky, 216-371-3733 or a_yelsky@chuh.org.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community liai-
son at Heights High and an AFS volunteer.
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Joy Henderson

There’s a place near the top of Cleveland 
Heights High School, on the fourth 
floor in the vocal music department, 
that Broadway playwright Rajiv Joseph 
(Class of ’92) remembers well. “There 
was a ledge you could sit on and look out 
on the courtyard and watch kids eating 
lunch way down there,” he recalled. “I 
always felt a rush of happiness when I 
was there.”
 Perhaps there is something about 
observing people that helps mold an 
author of stories. For five summers 
during his college years, Joseph worked 
at Cain Park and watched plays every 
night. “I’d sit up on a platform near the 
lighting booth. I watched them over and 
over. I was studying them, and I didn’t 
even know I was,” he said in a recent 
interview for The Plain Dealer.
 While these experiences have been 
important in shaping Joseph’s work, 
he also credits several Heights High 
teachers whose impact on his life—
and his writing—was profound. Most 
significant among them, perhaps, is 
recently deceased vocal music teacher 
Bill Thomas.
 “Bill used the Heights Singers as a 
tool to teach students about community, 
leadership, responsibility, and self-reli-
ance,” Joseph said. “I think about him all 
the time, and I will miss him.” Thomas 
also hired him at Cain Park and was his 
supervisor there.

Play by Heights alum opens on Broadway

Three history teachers who served in 
the Peace Corps, and who regularly in-
tegrated their overseas experiences into 
their classrooms, also influenced Joseph. 
He speaks with admiration of former 
teacher and current librarian Mike 
Beckman, who served in Colombia; and 
retired teachers Joann Broadbooks and 
Rupert Emerson, both of whom served 
in Africa. “All of them had a huge impact 
on my decision to join the Peace Corps 
and to go to Africa.”

After his graduation from Miami Uni-
versity, where he majored in creative 
writing, Joseph spent three years in 
Senegal, West Africa. “Serving in the 
Peace Corps in Senegal was the best 
experience of my life,” he said.
 At 36, Rajiv Joseph has accom-
plished much. His play “Bengal Tiger at 
the Baghdad Zoo” opened on Broadway 
in early April, and was a finalist for a 
Pulitzer Prize. The play is about two 
homesick American soldiers, a tor-

mented Iraqi citizen, and a displaced 
tiger—played by Robin Williams—who 
collide on the streets of Baghdad.
 Another play, “The North Pool,” 
which recently opened in California, is 
set in a high school. “While the play is 
not about Heights High, it takes place 
in a school that I modeled after Heights 
High,” Joseph explained. “The north 
pool doesn’t exist anymore, which adds 
to the story’s intrigue.” When the set 
designer asked him about the school 
colors, he didn’t have to think twice: 
“black and gold!”
 Clevelanders can see Joseph’s com-
ing-of-age story, “Huck and Holden,” 
when Ensemble Theatre brings it to 
Studio One at the Cleveland Play House 
this May. The play is about an Indian 
college student who dates an African-
American woman and finds his precon-
ceptions about the world changing.
 Rajiv Joseph will be in Cleveland 
during May, and plans to visit Heights 
High and to talk with students while 
he’s in town. There is a good chance his 
visit will include stops at the now-closed 
north pool and his favorite lookout spot 
on the fourth floor. Without a doubt, 
this talented young playwright, who 
was shaped by his own Heights High 
experience, will enlighten and inspire 
the gifted young people who travel the 
school’s corridors today.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

Susie Kaeser

Before Senate Bill 5, I didn’t give much 
thought to collective bargaining, and 
preferred to ignore the Ohio Legisla-
ture. What a mistake!
 Thanks to a day in Columbus, I woke 
up! When I finally understood that the 
legislation would destroy the democratic 
process for workplace decision-making, 
cut public employee pay and make our 
state less attractive to motivated employ-
ees, and hobble the role of unions in the 
political process, I decided to attend a 
rally at the statehouse.
 As a 1969 college graduate, citizen 
protest is in my past. I wondered what 
a statehouse rally in 2011 led by mostly 
middle-income, middle-aged people 
who work for state regulated public 
agencies would be like. 
 The lawn of the statehouse was 
inhabited by thousands of people 
proudly displaying their identity as 
teachers, firefighters, prison guards, 
sanitation workers, park rangers, and 
more—polite, standing side by side with 
a shared sense of disbelief, joined by the 
need to resist. I was surrounded by the 
faces of government—the people who 
deliver critical services that affect all of 
our lives. The bottom line for them is 
not profit, but rather the impact on the 
people they serve—the public.
 These are the people who always 
follow the rules, participate, do their fair 
share. They get involved, coach Little 
League, and run bake sales. They give to 

how I woke up in columbus

their communities and their workplaces. 
While angry and committed to resist, 
they seemed plain-out stunned. Where 
did this attack come from? Why them? 
They had to do what any self-respecting 
person does in this kind of situation—
stand up to their boss, a bully who dis-
respected them and their work. 
 I felt a deeper worry. The attack 
on public employees was just the first 
shot of a bigger battle to put the pub-
lic sector up for grabs. Making public 
employees the bad guys is the first step 
toward defining anything public as bad. 
When public is defined as bad or too 
much government, then privatization 
or termination become the alternatives. 
Both diminish the quality of life in our 
communities, from sewers and police 
protection to education and care for the 
elderly. Is that what we want? Do we want 
services to become business? If you are 
worried about greed, don’t look at public 
employee pay checks, look at those who 
want to privatize the public sector.
 The rally did not change the out-
come of the vote, but it changed me. 
The state senate passed SB 5 with a 
single vote majority and the house gave 
it stronger endorsement. It is now law, 
but what is great about our democracy 
is that people fight back. Resistance is 
focused on a ballot issue to repeal the 
legislation.
 My day in Columbus made this issue 
my problem—not some distant chatter to 
be shut away by turning off the television. 
Now I have to do something about it.
 
Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights. She is the former director of 
Reaching Heights and current board member 
of the Home Repair Resource Center.

ThE coMMoN 
gooD

 

Ruffing Montessori School's 2011 benefit, Aprilfest, gathered 200 supporters of the school for 
a party celebrating the arrival of spring. The planning committee of parents transformed the 
school gym into a lush spring garden, complete with gazebo and patio ambiance. Dinner and 
dancing, a silent auction, iPad2 and custom jewelry raffles, special presentation by soon-to-open 
Bottlehouse Brewing company nano-brewery on lee Road, and wine tasting completed the 
festive evening. Proceeds benefit Ruffing Montessori School. Pictured are Aprilfest cochairs Phillis 
campbell of cleveland heights and Sarah Kappus Peck of University heights, with gordon l. 
Maas, of cleveland heights, head of Ruffing Montessori School.

AprilFest at Ruffing

Rajiv Joseph’s “Bengal Tiger at the Bagdad Zoo” opened on Broadway in April to rave reviews.
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Sabrina Humphries

Cleveland Heights High School’s Lead-
ing Ladies gained media attention last 
month for a service project with Angel 
Hands Northeast Ohio International. 
While gathering supplies for gift baskets 
that would be presented to pregnant 
teens, the students sorted and organized 
clothing for distribution to the needy.
 Leading Ladies will return to Angel 
Hands in May to clean and sort eyeglass-
es that will be delivered to Ghana this 
summer as a part of the Angel Hands 
Eyeglasses to Africa initiative. The 
ladies also raised funds to pay for the 
cost of shipping the glasses to Africa. 
 Leading Ladies emphasizes self-
esteem, civility and service, and has 
completed several service projects this 
year. The ladies collaborated with the 

Leading Ladies make a difference

leading ladies sort clothes for the needy at Angel hands.

CH-UH Parent Teachers Association to 
bring to the community a Mind, Body & 
Soul Wellness Challenge that featured 
more than 30 health professionals from 
the Greater Cleveland Area.  They volun-
teered with the Cleveland Heights High 
School Parent Connection Council at 
the New Parent Welcome and Soul Food 
Dinner, and have ongoing service projects 
with the Cleveland Food Bank and Ox-
ford Elementary After-School program. 
 “Respect . . .  Accept Nothing Less” 

was the theme of the group’s final com-
munity outreach program for the school 
year. A Blue Ribbon Violence Preven-
tion Campaign aimed at combating 
violence in dating relationships was held 
from April 1–21. Leading Ladies created 
an informational brochure that was 
distributed, along with blue ribbons, to 
students and staff at Cleveland Heights 
High School. They also held a cell phone 
drive to benefit the Domestic Violence 
Center. 
 The campaign culminated with an 
interactive Violence Prevention Sum-
mit in which guest speaker Melissa 
McClain of Akron Children’s Hospital’s 
RESPECT PERIOD, clearly conveyed 
the message to Northeast Ohio teens 
that violence in relationships is never 

acceptable. 
 This school year, Leading Ladies 
has volunteered more than 600 hours 
of service in the community. The ladies 
exemplify Gandhi’s maxim that “change 
begins with one individual,” and have as 
their goal to make a difference, one hour 
at a time.
 Leading Ladies Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 
nonprofit organization. The Cleveland 
Heights High School empowerment 
group is facilitated by founder Sabrina 
L. Humphries, Melissa Walls, Myra 
Cook and Kim Kravitz-Lash.
 
Sabrina Humphries is a 31-year veteran 
teacher, CH-UH PTA council copresident, 
and founder and executive director of Lead-
ing Ladies Inc.leading ladies with presenter Melissa Mcclain at the Violence Prevention Summit.

Leading Ladies emphasizes 

self-esteem, civility and 

service, and has completed 

several service projects this 

year. 
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              Location:  Lutheran East High School
                          3565 Mayfield Road
                       Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Ages: 5 - 14 yrs oldTime: 9am - 4pm
Before & After
Care Available

June 13th – August 19thJune 13th – August 19th

Transportation available at designated
pick-up and drop-off sites
1. Euclid – Indian Hills Plaza
2. East Cleveland – Behind Shaw High School
3. South Euclid- St. John Lutheran 

Breakfast & Snack Provided
Students Will Bring Bag Lunches

Scholarships Available – CALL NOW

Ph: 216.906.1495

Registration Fee $30.00   ~    $10.00 off with flyer
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MARCH 21, 2011

All board members were present.
 
Summer teen internship program
The board accepted a $50,000 grant from Start-
ing Point for Childcare and Education’s Family 
and Civic Engagement Initiative for hosting a 
summer internship program for 40 area teens. The 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights schools and 
Open Doors Academy are partners in this grant. In 
addition to providing instruction space, the library 
will act as fiscal agent.

Noble Library reopening
The Noble Neighborhood Library will reopen 
Monday, May 23, at 1 p.m. On Thursday, May 
12, Friends of the Heights Libraries will host a 
Sneak Peek Fundraiser, with proceeds paying for 
the full-sized tree that will be a focus of the chil-
dren’s room. A grand reopening party on Sunday, 
May 15, will feature light refreshments, music, and, 
to commemorate Noble’s original 1937 opening, 
an actress portraying Eleanor Roosevelt.

New Web catalog
CLEVNET is updating its Web catalog with new 
features, including the ability of customers to set 
up individual accounts. The change will occur on 
April 25, but an example is available at clevnet.
bibliocommons.com

State budget bill and libraries
The governor’s proposed budget bill includes a 
5 percent decrease in library funding from the 
state. That would reduce public library funding 
to approximately 1996 levels. A number of the 
proposals would save money for the library but 

impact staff. For example, Senate Bill 5 caps sick 
leave at 3.1 hours per pay (80.60 annually). The 
current cap is 8.3 per pay (216 annually).

January public service highlights:
  •  Despite a snowstorm, 65 children attended the 

Fancy Nancy party and heard stories about 
this favorite book character.

  •  Young Audience’s Susan Weber performed her 
musical puppet show for 93 children.

  •  Picture books are being labeled by the cat-
egories sought by most readers.

  •  Zahir Sutarwala and Becky Katzenmeyer of-
fered their “World of Chocolate” program and 
tasting during Valentine’s Day week.

  •  A new computer class is All About YouTube
  •  Customers can edit scanned photographs with 

newly installed Photoshop Elements on the 
Computer Gallery’s scanning PC.

  •  Kathleen Calby gave a “Resounding Joy” 
program at Coventry Library, featuring gem 
crystal and Tibetan singing bowls.

  •  Customers appreciate the new book return at 
the front of the Coventry Library.

  •  The University Heights Library is planning 
programs with Whole Foods, including provid-
ing books for the store’s children’s area and 
teaming up with Huron Hospital to do a health 
series with cooking demos.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library Board
meeting highlights

friends of the heights libraries offers scholarships
Heights Observer Staff

Friends of the Heights Libraries are con-
tinuing their tradition of offering Library 
Education Scholarships. 
 The scholarships provide funds to 
be used for tuition or books in any ALA-
accredited graduate program in library 
science.
 Applications will be accepted 
through June 15, and the winners will 
be announced by July 15. All completed 
submission packets are reviewed by a 
scholarship committee consisting of rep-
resentatives from Kent State University, 
the CH-UH Library and the Friends. 

Funding will be awarded by Aug. 1 for 
the fall academic semester.
 Anyone who has lived in Cleveland 
Heights or University Heights for at 
least one year, as well as anyone current-
ly employed by the Heights Libraries for 
at least a year, is eligible for the award. 
Submissions must include a scholarship 
application, a personal statement, a 
complete and official college transcript 
and three letters of recommendation. 
 Applications and additional infor-
mation can be downloaded from the 
library’s website at www.heightslibrary.org 
or the Friends’ website at friendsofheight-
slibrary.onefireplace.com.

friends of the heights libraries spring book sale
Sheryl Banks 

It pays to be a Friend. The Friends of 
the Heights Libraries will hold a spring 
book sale on May 19 at the Lee Road 
Library. Friends members will receive a 
special discounted price of 50 cents for 
all regularly priced books if they show 
their membership card. On Saturday, 
nonmembers can purchase books for a 
special discounted price of 75 cents. The 

hours of the sale will be:
Thursday, May 19, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday, May 20, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday, May 21, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Lee Road Library is located at 2345 
Lee Road, 216-932-3600.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Libraries.

Associate librarian serves 
children at home and abroad

Sheryl Banks 

“I’ve always loved children, and I re-
spect them as people,” said Shamekia 
Chandler, Heights Library associate 
children’s librarian. “It’s important to 
treat them right.”
 That love and respect inspire Chan-
dler’s work at the library and abroad. 
Last summer, on leave from the library, 
she traveled to Ghana to learn about 
the culture, and to volunteer tutoring 
sixth graders at a school in the city of 
Ho, capital of the Volta Region. While 
there, Chandler noticed that, while the 
children had textbooks, they had no 
“fun” books. “There’s more out there 
than just textbooks,” said Chandler. “I 
want the children to understand that 
reading is fun.”
 To help instill a love of reading, 
Chandler has since sent donated books to 

the village, which she will visit again this 
summer, with even more books in tow.
 In addition to her work abroad, 
Chandler, who is currently enrolled 
in Kent State University’s Master of 
Library Science program, is also hard 
at work at home. She recently won the 
Virginia Hamilton and Arnold Adoff 
Creative Outreach Grant for Teachers 
and Librarians. Chandler’s proposal 
for the children’s program, “Cinderella 
around the Globe,” received a $1,000 
award to support the program, which 
she will present at the Lee Road Library 
on May 19. Once back from her second 
trip to Ghana, she plans to share what 
she’s learned with a children’s program 
about West African art.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Libraries.
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Bellefaire JCB

Saturday afternoon
May 14th
Noon – 2:00pm

Wednesday evening
May 25th
6:00pm – 8:00pm

Join us for informal 
conversation and 
information about 
Foster Care.

22001 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44118

www.bellefairejcb.org

For more information call Lore
216.320.8640

pierzchalal@bellefairejcb.org

• Learn how Bellefaire JCB 
can support and guide 
you through the process.

• Find out what resources 
are available to you.

• Talk to other families who 
have provided foster care.

Do you have a desire
to help children and teens?

May is Foster Care Month.
Bellefaire thanks its foster parents!

Shamekia chandler makes reading fun for kids here and in ghana.

what’s going on at your library? 
Heights Libraries have programming for 
every age and interest. Here’s a sample 
of the May programs. For a complete 
events calendar, visit www.heightslibraries.
org. Please note that all branches will be 
closed Monday, May 30, for Memorial 
Day.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Tuesday, May 3 and 17, 6–8 p.m.
Nia Coffeehouse
Monday, May 23, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
Deaf Gathering

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Thursday, May 19, 6:30–8 p.m.
Cinderella Around the Globe Party

Wednesday, May 25, 7–8 p.m.
Cleveland Museum of Art: Egyptian Col-
lection book discussion. Cleopatra: A Life by 
Stacy Schiff. Registration required.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road
Wednesday, May 11, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Senior Spot: A History of the 
Western Reserve
Thursday, May 19, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Celebrate National Circus Day at Whole 
Foods, Cedar Center
Snacks, stories, and crafts for the whole 
family.
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Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

216-320-1423
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coventry Village merchants have staying power
Steve Presser

In the early 1900s, Eastern European 
immigrants came to Coventry Village to 
live and work. Many set up unique shops 
on the street level, and lived above their 
businesses or around the corner in one of 
the neighborhood’s many classic apart-
ment buildings.
 Flash forward nearly a century, and 
not much has changed. Although not 
every Coventry merchant lives in the 
neighborhood, some do; and Coventry 
Village remains as eclectic as it ever was. 
What began nearly a century ago contin-
ues today with many long-standing Mom 
and Pop stores.
 The neighborhood is justly proud 
of these businesses for their longevity 
during tough economic times, for what 
each adds to the street, and what each 
gives back to the community.
 Below are lists of the businesses that 
have celebrated more than 10 years in 
operation, most or much of that time 
on Coventry Road. Let’s begin with the 
granddaddy of them all—Heights Hard-
ware. Owner Tom Gathy, his son Andy, 
and the rest of the friendly, knowledge-
able crew will celebrate their 100th year 
this summer. That’s a century of provid-
ing their neighbors with hammers, nails, 
advice on repairs, and so much more.
 If Heights Hardware is the granddad, 
then Diamond’s Flowers would have to be 
the grandma. On the street for 77 years, 
Roseann and Jim Bass have been the own-
ers of the shop for the last 25. Let’s not 
forget the Coventry Library, which has 
been lending books to local residents for 
85 years.
 Coventry restaurants continue to win 
many “Best of” awards from local media. 
Some of the favorite local restaurants are 
Grums, 33 years; The Inn on Coventry, 30 
years; Winking Lizard, 28 years; Hunan 
on Coventry, 27 years; Paninis, 25 years (6 
on Coventry); Phoenix Coffee, 20 years 
(6 on Coventry); La Cave Du Vin, 16 
years; The Grog Shop, 16 years; and BD’s 
Mongolian, 13 years. Next year, the mayor 
of Coventry, Tommy Fello, celebrates 
40 years of community involvement and 
providing good eats at the restaurant that 
bears his name—Tommy’s.
 On the service side, Coventry Village 
is proud to have Heights Cleaners, 57 
years; Laura Lee, 36 years; Coventry Shoe 
Repair, 32 years; and Allied Integrated 
Marketing, 15 years.
 The neighborhood’s longest-running 
retail stores include Record Revolution, 
44 years; The Exchange, 36 years; Marc’s, 
32 years; Avalon Exchange, 33 years (1 on 
Coventry); Mac’s Backs, 33 years; Pass-
port to Peru, 32 years; Sunshine, 31 years; 
Revolution Books, 27 years; Attensons, 24 
years; Coventry Cats, 23 years, Big Fun, 
20 years; and City Buddha, 14 years.
 What accounts for the longevity of 
Coventry businesses? Some say it’s the 
symbiotic relationship between busi-
ness owners and residents—merchants 
contribute much to the community and 
the community responds with customer 
loyalty. So, come on over to Coventry 
Village and stay a while!

Steve Presser is the marketing director for 
the Coventry Village Special Improvement 
District.

This photo of coventry Village in 1934 shows a vibrant street scene. 

clASSIfIED ADS

 • Small, Friendly Yoga Classes
• Healing Reiki Therapy

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578 

Located in Coventry Village

Call 216-513-3070

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $22/month. 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

th
e 

c
le

ve
la

n
d

 m
em

o
ry

 p
ro

je
c

t

Myxx to open at former Jillian’s space
Richard Stewart

Perhaps best remembered by locals for 
standing-room-only crowds on cham-
pionship fight nights throughout the 
1990s, Jillian’s is set to reopen as Myxx 
in May 2011.
 Owner Kim Lisboa said Myxx will 
offer a club-style atmosphere, featuring 
great food and drinks, entertainment and 
an eclectic mix of people. The addition 
of live bands and DJ entertainment, plus 
more than enough space for a dance floor, 
could fill an entertainment void within 
the suburban bar scene and potentially 
attract large and diverse crowds. “There’s 
going to be 10 to 12 sofas, cocktail tables, 
just a very relaxed atmosphere,” Lisboa 
said. “We’re going to leave a spot at the 
east end for a dance floor so when we 
do have the DJ, or any type of entertain-
ment, people will actually have a place to 
dance in the Heights.”
 For years, Jillian’s was popular for 
its pool and ping-pong tables, arcade 
games and open atmosphere. But staff 
turnover and spotty service caused the 
club’s financial performance to falter, 
and the business became unsustainable, 
eventually closing its door for good in 
February.
 With a lot of space to fill, fresh 
coats of paint, a remodeled kitchen, 
and new skylights and bathrooms, Lis-
boa vows that Myxx won’t resemble its 
immediate predecessor. “The customer 
service, the staff that we’re going to have 
. . . we’re going to treat all of our guests 
as if they’re part of a family. We’re going 
to expand the bar, so it’s going to be this 

real cool type of “loungy” atmosphere 
where people can just eat and drink and 
have great conversations.”
 Despite a wealth of established 
restaurants and bars throughout nearly 
every business district in the Heights 
area, Lisboa optimistically touts the 
advantages of being situated within 
 the Cedar Fairmount Special Improve-
ment District —where she owns the 
building that also contains Bruegger’s 
Bagels and Aladdin’s Eatery—as a har-
binger for future success. “It’s location, 
location, location with any type of res-

taurant or bar.”
 As the peak season for bars and 
restaurants  approaches, local residents 
will have yet another food and enter-
tainment venue to consider, “The great 
big idea is to change this into a great  
type of ‘Myxx,’ where you have great 
food, great entertainment and great 
drinks—and degagė, which means to 
‘hang and relax.’”

Richard Stewart is the owner of Digizoom 
Media and a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.

The interior space at the former Jillian’s will be tranformed into a club-style atmosphere at the new Myxx.
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clASSIfIED ADS

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 
only $23.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 
 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 6/30/11 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

SHUMAKER’S
HARDWOOD FLOORS LLC

HIGH QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOOR SERVICES
FEATURING DUST-FREE SANDING

Installation, Repair & Refinishing
Family Owned & Operated

Fully Insured
PHONE: 216-659-7676

www.shumakers-hardwood-floors.com

OFFICE NET CENTRAL
Workspace without the Overhead! 

***Co-Workspace Ofc.***

WI-FI ofc.; Cubicles & Table Space rentals 
Conference Room rental available 
Virtual Services; Computer Repair 
Comfortable Setting; Café Corner on premises 

Upcoming May Networking Events 
CENTRAL JOB FAIR, Wednesday, May 18, 2011, 11 am-4 pm 

"Let's Get Clevelanders Back to Work" 

12414 Euclid Ave., Cleve., OH 44106 
Tel# 216.229.3002 Fax# 216.229.9190 
 

www.OfficeNetCentral.com OfficeNetCentral@att.net 

Seeking Sponsors ($100) & Vendors ($50) for May 18 Job Fair.

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$650 - $725 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

www.SunAndFun-PlanB.com 

I Received 28 Checks in 30 Days For 

Giving Away FREE websites.  

When Was the Last 

Time You Got Paid to 

Give Something Away 

for FREE? 

Call 216-526-7699  

Embroidery for You 
University Heights Best Kept Secret! 

Our specialty is  
Custom Embroidery, Business Apparel, 

Monogramming, Team embroidery 
Let us help you with your special needs 

 

Located at And Sew On  
Needlepoint Studio for 36 years 

 

2243 Warrensville Center Road 
University Heights Ohio  44118 

 

Emb4you@roadrunner.com 
 

Cathy    216-410-3519 or 216-321-5210

 Heights  Hardware
- ---SINCE 1911------

        
Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4
1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701
 -www.facebook.com/heightshardware--

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

PROMARKPROMARKPROMARK   
   

         ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &   
SEAL COATINGSEAL COATINGSEAL COATING   
216216--249249--45074507  

  

FREE ESTIMATES! 
SEE US ON ANGIES LIST: 
WWW.PROMARKPAVING.NET   

www.RichesAtYourDoor.com 

216-526-7699 

Wake Up and  
Smell the Coffee!  

It’s Super Foods in Every Cup! 

This is More 
Than Just  
Coffee.  

(Click on Wellness) 

FINLEY LANDSCAPING 
 

Individualized services  
for your property 

  

Pruning * Perennial and Bed Work  
Property Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up 
 

 Fully insured Free estimates 
 

In the Heights since 1988  

216-932-5689 
finleylandscaping@sbcglobal.net 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-513-3070 to find out how you can advertise your business for $22/month

 
Let us turn
your gently
used clothes
and household
items into
cash!

Re-New  
Beginning 
Consignment 
Shop 
 
 
 
12726 Larchmere Blvd
(216) 229 7030
Tues Sat, 10am 6pm
New consignors
welcome!

Code Violations 
Insurance Work 

We handle all aspects of the job. 

and printout valuable current promotions. 

www. l a l l y ga r age . com

Replace your 
old garage. 

Specializing in new & replacement garage construction. 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Providing, courteous and prompt service.   

Owned by local Heights resident. 
Visit our website to view further information  

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & tile replacement 
Flashings 
Copper work 
Gutter cleaning & repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

* DARE TO COMPARE * 
  

AUTO INSURANCE 
HOME/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS 
LIFE INSURANCE 

  

$35 LIABILITY 
$70 FULL COVERAGE 

  

"We can beat your rates" 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road  (216) 691-9227 
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• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard andgarden
amakeover this spring!
We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
One FREE HOUR of landscape design/
consultation services – A $75.00 value.

Offer good through July 31, 2011
Code:HOBDB0511

hEIghTS ShoPS

Ice cream entrepreneur shares knowledge with students
Kelli Fontenot 

A new ice cream and french fry shop 
called Sweetie Fry is slated to open in 
Cleveland Heights this summer, and 
owner Keith Logan will give local high 
school students a firsthand look at what 
it’s like to start a business.
 Logan will lead the Entrepreneurs 
Club, a group of students from Cleve-
land Heights, Shaker Heights and Beau-
mont high schools, in twice monthly  
meetings until Sweetie Fry opens in  
mid-July. He plans to show club  
members how a retail business is estab-
lished, from the business plan through 
the financing, construction, and prod-
uct development stages. Students who  
are curious to learn about business 
will directly experience the creation 
of one.
 Students in the club will see Logan’s 
business evolve from an empty building 
to a gourmet ice cream shop, complete 
with a kitchen where he will make menu 
items from scratch. 
 “It started with the idea of an arti-
sanal ice cream shop. I’ve been told that 
people love to eat milk shakes with fries, 
so it seemed like a great combination 

for a business,” Logan said. “I thought 
it would be an opportunity to show kids 
what it’s like to start a company, and I 
love this town, so if there’s something 
I can do to enrich the community, I am 

happy to do it.”
 His most important lesson for the 
Entrepreneurs Club will be drawn from 
the challenges he’s faced along the way. 
“Everybody told me my problem was 

going to be getting financing, but I got 
it right away from Key and Huntington 
banks. My crisis was different—it took 
months to find a suitable location.”
 Logan plans to invite other local 
business owners to meet with the kids 
and share their ideas. He credits the 
support and guidance of the Heights 
business community with making his 
venture possible. 
 Logan, who has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for 46 years, says this is his first 
time working with children, though he 
raised three daughters, served as a camp 
counselor and spent some time at the 
nonprofit organization Junior Achieve-
ment. He started out as an entrepreneur 
and spent 10 years working for Nordson 
Corp. in global marketing and business 
development.
 Although he will be providing an 
educational experience for the students, 
Logan also sees his venture as a learn-
ing experience for himself. “Making ice 
cream is something of a craft,” he said. 
“It’s something you can still be learning 
about 10 years later.”

Kelli Fontenot is a journalist living in Cleve-
land Heights.

Cedar Lee district sports new signs

Deanna Bremer Fisher

It’s a little easier to find your way around 
the Cedar Lee area these days, thanks 
to a new signage program instituted by 
the Cedar Lee Special Improvement 
District.
 Kelley Robinson, executive direc-
tor for the Cedar Lee SID, said the 
first phase of the program was installed 
throughout the district, which stretches 
from Cain Park to the Lee Road Library, 
last fall. “The initial signage recommen-
dations were made by Studio Techne, as 
a component of our streetscape plan. 
We stuck with their color recommenda-
tions, and then ASI incorporated the 
shape of the Cedar Lee Theatre mar-
quee into the sign to soften the shape 
of the sign and allow it to blend in with 
the neighborhood.”
 The project is self-financed by 
members of the SID, Cedar Lee prop-
erty owners, who tax themselves to 
maintain and improve the business 
district’s infrastructure. “The signs and 

street furniture are an investment in the 
Lee Road community,” said Robinson. 
“Our businesses are happy to provide 
them as a service to customers and visi-
tors.”
 The next phase of the project would 
place signs further afield to help visitors 
find their way to the district.
 Soon flower baskets will make their 
annual spring appearance on Lee Road. 
“Flowers are very important to our mer-
chants,” said Robinson. “It’s important 
to them to have the street looking its 
best.”
 Robinson said the SID will kick off 
its “Rock the Block” summer series on 
June 23 at the Tavern Company, 2260 
Lee Road.  She said the district plans to 
host four events this summer at various 
locations. “Yes, we will again have fun 
door prizes from the merchants.” Look 
for details soon at www.cedarlee.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

Sweetie Fry is planned to open this summer on Lee Road.
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coMMUNITy NEwS

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm to 1 am

                  “respect the food, 
          don’t mess with it too much  
           and the end result 
                   will always be great.”
                                      jill vedaa executive chef

Vote for Best of the Heights beginning May 3
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Citizens can vote for their favorite 
Heights businesses in FutureHeights’s 
annual Best of the Heights awards pro-
gram. The 2011 survey begins May 3 and 
runs through August 31.
 “There are 22 award categories this 

year,” said Gina Cheverine, chair of the 
FutureHeights Best of the Heights Com-
mittee. “Some are the same as previous 
years, such as the Best New Business, 
but others are new. We’ve also added a 
bonus question that we hope will give 
direction to our city planners, developers 
and entrepreneurs: What business would 
you like to see in the Heights?”
 FutureHeights has modified the 
voting rules to enable a greater variety 
of businesses to win, said Cheverine. “In 
order for a ballot to be counted, we’re 
asking that participants give us their 
contact information and fill out at least 
half of the ballot categories.”
 Ballots for the Best of the Heights 
awards are available on the back page of 
this issue of the Heights Observer, at one 
of the many Heights independent busi-
nesses and at www.futureheights.org.
 Since 2005, FutureHeights —a 

Visiting artist corrie Slawson works with Boulevard students.

FREE ESTIMATES 
( 4 4 0 )  4 3 9 - 7 9 0 0  

SINCE 
1971 

● Secure all permits 
● Removal of old garage 
● Expert concrete work 
● Overhead door 
● Carpentry 
● Electrical 
● Gutterwork 

ALL JOBS INCLUDE: 
EAST SERVING ALL OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY  WEST 

$500.00 OFF 
Garage  

Must present this ad 
at time of estimate. 
Not valid with any 

other offers.  Expires 
5/06/2011 

Any Complete  

We Do Concrete 
Driveways ● Sidewalks 
Foundations ● Patios 

And More 

Licensed ● Bonded ● Insured 

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

nonprofit dedicated to promoting civic 
engagement through information, edu-
cation and advocacy—has conducted 
this public opinion survey to recognize 
the unique attributes of locally-owned 
businesses in Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights, and their contribu-
tions to the local economy.
 “The program continues to grow,” 
said Lloyd Bell, board president. “We 
invite all Heights business owners to 
encourage their customers to vote for 
them. Heights residents recognize how 
lucky they are to have such an amazing 
diversity of independent businesses in 
our community and want to show their 
appreciation.”
 FutureHeights will announce the 
winners at an awards ceremony in the 
fall, at a date and time to be determined. 
The name of one lucky survey respon-
dent will be drawn at random at the 
awards ceremony, to receive a Future-
Heights gift package. Participants need 
not be present to win.
 For more information call Future-
Heights at 216-320-1423 or visit www.
futureheights.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Corrie Slawson is artist-in-residence at Boulevard Elementary School
Marji Edguer

Cleveland Heights painter and print-
maker Corrie Slawson has volunteered 
to be Boulevard Elementary School’s 
artist-in-residence this year. She has 
worked closely with Boulevard’s art 
teacher, Kelley Wachhaus, to design 
and implement a unique opportunity 
for Boulevard students: an outdoor in-
stallation project reminiscent of  the 
works created by the environmental 
artist Christo.
 The project, “Boulevard Inside/
Out,” gives students the opportunity 
to create a five-page book in the style 
of Buddhist prayer flags. Each student 
will create a unique book reflective of 
the student and his or her school experi-
ences. The books will be block-printed, 
so that the pages can be reproduced 
several times.
 Each grade will also make a collective 
flag containing all of the students’ prints, 
which will hang along the pathways and 
trees bordering Euclid Heights Boule-
vard and Lee Road. In the end, more 
than 3,000 individual flags will hang in 
the schoolyard from June 2 to June 9. 
 An opening reception will be held 
on Thursday, June 2, from 3:30–5:30 
p.m. In addition to the outdoor instal-
lation, the first floor halls of Boulevard 
will be transformed into a gallery that 
showcases the collection of art that stu-
dents have worked on throughout the 
year, under the guidance of Wachhaus.  
Families, friends, and neighbors are in-
vited to attend. The outdoor installation 
will also be on view during the annual 
Boulevard Blast on Friday, June 3, from 
5–8 p.m.

Boulevard Inside/Out
Each step of the process has been filled 
with opportunities for Wachhaus and 
Slawson to teach the students about 
the artistic process, as well as the  
history of outdoor contemporary art. 
The students have already printed  
their book covers using a silkscreen 
created by Slawson specifically for the 
Inside/Out project. She said that all of 
the students did a great job printing.
 Inside/Out will enable the students 
to present themselves to their commu-
nity. The hope is that each child will 

learn more about his or her ability to 
affect change in one’s own backyard, and 
create beautiful art objects. Community 
residents will see that Boulevard is a 
vibrant place for young people to create 
and learn. 

Artist-in-residence
Corrie Slawson attended the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights schools. In 
1997, she received her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from Parsons School of Design  in 
New York City. She then returned to 
Cleveland to work as a studio artist, 

while cofounding HotelBruce.com, an 
online journal that re-envisions Cleve-
land neighborhoods. In 2006, Slawson 
completed her Master of Fine Arts at 
Kent State University. She has exhibited 
her art locally at Zygote Press, SPACES 
Gallery, Heights Arts Gallery, Cleveland 
Public Art, the Beck Center for the Arts 
and the Kent State University School of 
Art Downtown Gallery.
 Slawson received a Nancie Mattice 
Emerging Artist Award and Exhibit at 
the Dangenart Gallery in Nashville, 
Tenn., in 2007. In 2011, she received an 
Individual Excellence Award from the 
Ohio Arts Council. For the past few 
years, her work has been influenced by 
the fallout of urban development pat-
terns that have left some people and 
places behind. She is interested in how 
society creates arbitrary value-systems 
based on collective ideas of beauty and 
worth. She uses a variety of media that 
includes screen-printing, drawing, found 
objects, painting, cotton ribbon and 
vacant land.

Marji Edguer is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights.
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Trouble in Paradise
By Cavana Faithwalker

Cleveland Heights is suburban bliss.
The couple across the street?
A concert pianist and her husband.
He gets mad about corporations stompin’
the little guy and drives off most mornings
hunter gathering schedule to keep.
In the summer,
in the morning, in my sleep,
she serenades me.
The music pied pipers me
into the concave space made
by the giant Hydrangea.
If I sit just right, it hides me
in its branches and giant flowers.
I have another neighbor some say is a “redneck.”
He’s from the South where dirt is red
so it makes perfect sense to me. 
Redneck or not, in the winter he always
shovels a path from my house to the garbage
cans by the shed and from the garage
to the street. He does this even though
he doesn’t really like me.
He’s a good neighbor!
The kids who live on the corner run,
cackle, and laugh when they see me.
Is it a game I don’t know?
I fear it could just be my hair.
I love seeing Jewish folk walking to synagogue
fathers and sons holding hands
mothers and daughters arm in arm
and elders padding, hands
clasped behind their backs.
Sunday to Sunday
other men are arm in arm,
other women hand in hand.
I overheard one couple saying,
“we feel so comfortable here.”
“It’s better than Lakewood,
reminds me of Cisco.”
There is a black and white family
like mine at the east end of Cain Park.
They moved here to be closer
to music and trees.
The entire family has a thing
for concession stand food.
Weird, huh?
There are things here not to like:
a strange coffee cult, right out in the open
and no one says a thing!
Coffee stores every fifty feet.
I understand theaters, libraries, galleries,
restaurants, and bars (music when I walk by).
I saw a crabby young lady walk
into the corner coffeehouse.  A minute later
out she came, smiling ear to ear
talking about “rising from the ashes!”
There is prejudice here in blissville.
Why, just this morning
I was enjoying a serenade,
nestled under my favorite Hydrangea
when my neighbor, Mary
came out on the porch, looked at me
and said, “Pew! Skunk!”
She left. I stayed.
But what a thing to say.

Cavana Faithwalker is the fifth poet laureate of Cleveland Heights. A resident of  
Cleveland Heights for eight years, he is founder of the NIA poetry coffeehouse and 
owner of Left Thumbprint Solutions, an arts networking consulting company.

heightswrites
Poem for May 2011
Even while taking delight in our surroundings, we must come to terms with the 
inevitable snake in the grass.

—Meredith Holmes

Hot summer days are 
no match for us!!!

Heat and humidity are just fightin’  
a losing battle with the pool.  

You wanna be cool too?  

Now accepting new memberships for the 2011  
season. For more information please visit…

www.foresthillswimclub.org

Join before May 31st and  
save $50. 

2333 Lee Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Ensemble Theatre opens on Coventry 
with youth camp offerings

Deanna Bremer Fisher 

The Ensemble Theatre is back in the 
Heights and offering area youth an  
opportunity to learn acting and theater 
skills this summer. 
 A f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  a t  t h e 
C l e v e l a n d  P l a y  H o u s e ,  t h e  
theater is opening in its new home in  
the former Coventry School with a  
summer and fall camp program.
 Six classes are offered for students 
in grades 4 and higher. Programs range 
from 3-week to 12-week sessions starting 
in May, June, July, August and Septem-
ber. 
 Classes and workshops, held 
Monday through Saturday mornings,  
include acting, expressing thoughts and  
emotions through body movement,  
as well as costume history and design. 
 According to Martin Cosentino, 
managing director for the theater, the 
camp classes are designed to provide 
multiple hands-on experiences that 
provide students of all ages with op-
portunities for artistic expression.
 To register, call 216-321-2930 or 
visit www.ensemble-theatre.org for more 
information.

Move to Coventry School
The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District is holding 
a community meeting on Thursday, May 
5, at 6 p.m. to welcome the Ensemble 
Theatre to the school and showcase it 
to the community. The meeting will be 
held in the school’s former gymnasium, 
which seats 200 and will be used by the 
theater company for performances. 
 Ensemble Theatre will wrap up its 
season at the Cleveland Play House 
with a performance of Heights High 
graduate Rajiv Joseph’s “Huck and 
Holden.” Joseph will be in Cleveland 
May 19–22 to attend the local premiere 
of his work, and for a master class at the 
Coventry School location, and for post-
performance lectures after the Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday shows. 

The 2011 schedule at Coventry: 
 •  “Anna Christie” by Eugene O’Neill, 

Sept. 17 through Oct. 9; 
•   “The Seafarer” by Conor McPherson, 

Nov. 18 through Dec. 11. 

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

2011 Best of the Heights 
Awards

Vote for your favorite local business
Now through Aug. 31 

Ballot on back page, or vote online at www.futureheights.org
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29th Annual Roxboro Art Festival is May 21

Diana Johannessen

Cleveland Heights Roxboro Elementary 
and Middle schools will host the 29th 
Annual Roxboro Arts Festival on Sat-
urday, May 21 from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The event will feature local handmade 
arts and crafts, the world-recognized 
“LEGO® guy” Arthur Guglick, the Eu-
clid Beach Rocket Car and the popular 
steel drum band, 7 Mile Isle.
 Mitchell’s Ice Cream, Guys Pizza 
Co., Hunan Coventry, Whole Foods and 
Mister Brisket are among several food 
vendors who will be selling their wares 
at the event. Roxboro schools also will 

host their annual spring 
plant sale. Plants can be 
preordered or purchased 
the day of the event.
 The $5 admission fee 
for children covers all the 
kid’s crafts, entertain-
ment and games. The 

event will be held rain or shine. Learn 
more at the Roxboro PTAs Facebook 
page (there’s a link at www.chuh.org), 
e-mail roxelpta@gmail.com or call 216-
496-2051.

Diana Johannessen is a cochair for the 29th 
Annual Roxboro Art Festival.

Cleveland Heights is top city for Cuyahoga County artists
Marc Lefkowitz

Community Partnership for Arts and 
Culture (CPAC) mined the databases 
of large arts organizations, such as the 
Ohio Arts Council, to provide a snap-
shot of where Cleveland-area artists 
are living. CPAC’s “Putting Artists on 
the Map” study looks at the top artist 
districts by categories (musician, visual 
arts, literary), their educational attain-
ment, and even alternative modes of 
transportation—how many artists bike 
or walk to work.
 Not surprisingly, cities like Cleve-
land Heights—which have neighbor-
hoods that promote walking and biking, 
have public spaces that encourage social 
interaction, have diverse populations, 
and inexpensive and larger housing 
(with room for studios)—tend to be 
Greater Cleveland’s creative havens. It’s 
also interesting that artists tend to walk 
and bike to work in higher percentages 
than the average Clevelander.
 Coventry Village and Cedar-Lee 
ranked one and two in the region for 
the highest concentrations of artists 
per thousand residents (30.2 and 23.8 
respectively).
 Cleveland Heights has three neigh-
borhoods that rank in Greater Cleve-
land’s top ten artist clusters. The ten 
are:

• Lakewood (292 artists)
•  Cedar-Fairmount/Shaker Square/ 

Larchmere (240)
•  Coventry Village (217)
•  Tremont (155)
•  University Circle/Little Italy (130)
•  Severance neighborhood in Cleve-

land Heights (122)

•  Onaway/Lomond in Shaker Heights 
(121)

•  Downtown Cleveland’s Superior 
Warehouse District (110)

•  Chagrin Valley (92)
•  Detroit-Shoreway (84 and rising)

 Overall, 19.4 percent of the region’s 
artists choose to live in the Heights 
neighborhoods of Coventry, Severance, 
Forest Hills, Cedar-Lee and Cedar-
Fairmount/Shaker Square.
 Cedar-Lee ranked high in artist 
home ownership (84%). Taken as a 
whole, Eastside neighborhoods ranked 
high in diversity and in artists with 
advanced degrees (18.2%), but also had 
high concentrations of people “not in 
the labor force.” 
 The top three categories in the 
region’s artist districts are:

•  Music–65.5%
•  Theater–64.9%
•  Literary–62.5%

 In this passage from the report, 
CPAC hints at what it hopes to gain 
from mapping artists:
 “Artist-based community develop-
ment is more than opening an art gallery 
or having an artist move into a neigh-
borhood. This type of development 
involves the creation of a more organic 
relationship between artists and their 
neighbors. This can mean a neighbor-
hood takes steps to identify its hidden 
arts and culture assets by finding its 
gathering places and influential figures. 
Artists can be engaged by making beau-
tiful and interesting public spaces and 
help unite residents in the process.”
 In other words, the aforementioned 
cities, which account for a large percent-
age of the region’s artists, could benefit 

by building on their current artist base. 
They might make their economic 
development arts-driven; they could 
engage the community in a discussion 
and find out if it’s appropriate to create 
policies or provide incentives to start 
a home-based businesses or to direct 
CDBG funds to reconfigure single-
family homes with studio spaces. At the 
very least, engaging influential figures 
from the arts community in economic 
development discussions could begin 
to shape the communities to become 
even more inviting for artists to live and 
work.
 These efforts matter because 
self-identified artists are a stabilizing 
force in the urban core and inner-ring 
suburbs. They are an important part of 
the social fabric, drawing the public to 
galleries, which serve as a third leg in 
the civic common. 

 Galleries and artist spaces can be 
flexible. They are not necessarily cen-
tered on a simple transaction, nor are 
the spaces devoted exclusively to one 
age or one type of person.
 The next three installments of 
CPAC’s study include a survey of art-
ists’ preferences regarding buildings and 
neighborhoods, a regression analysis that 
predicts where artists will be living next 
in Cuyahoga County, and an analysis of 
the type of building stock artists are cur-
rently living in. 

A version of this article originally appeared 
on the GreenCityBlueLake website, www.
gcbl.org.

Marc Lefkowitz is Web editor for the Green-
CityBlueLake Institute at the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History, a Cleveland 
Heights resident and an avid bicyclist.

Mom & Dad,

The Music Settlement is 

Jazz Camp   6/20 - 7/1Piano Camp I   6/20 - 7/1Music Builders   6/20 - 7/15Rainbow Camp   6/27 - 8/4Chamber Music Camp I  7/5 - 7/9Chamber Music Camp II 7/11 - 7/15Brass & Wind Camp  7/18 - 7/22Musical Theatre Camp  7/18 - 7/29Piano Camp II   7/18 - 7/29Suzuki Camp   7/31 - 8/6
Can we check out their website to learn more? www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Music Builders
Piano Camp

For more information, call 216-421-5806, ext. 100 or visit www.TheMusicSettlement.org
11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland, OH 44106

Programs are generously funded by:

the residents of 
Cuyahoga County 
through Cuyahoga 

Arts & Culture

Your 
Picture 
Here

SUMMER CAMPS AT 
THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT...

...THE ONLY THING MISSING IS YOU!

MAY FREE EVENTS AT THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT 
5/8, Vocal Master Class/Dr. Mary Schiller, 2:00p.m.
5/11, Flute Choir Spring Recital, 7:30 p.m.
5/12, Student Recital, 7:00 p.m. 

5/14, JAMS Spring Recital, 12:00 p.m.
5/15, Voice Workshop, 2:00 p.m.   
5/15, Musical Mix & Mingle, 1:30 p.m.

5/23, “The Jazz Mind” w/Bobby Jackson, 7:00 p.m.
5/27, Suzuki Recital 6:00 p.m.
5/28, Student Recital, 2:00 p.m.

FINANCIAL 
AID IS 

AVAILABLE

“This is the 
best camp!”

2010 Music Builders 
Camper
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Jazz night at Heights High is May 13
Greg Donley

Every year, the Heights High Jazz En-
semble puts on a rousing spring concert, 
featuring about two hours of the music 
the group has perfected during the year. 
This year’s show is Friday, May 13, at 
7 p.m. in the Cleveland Heights High 
School auditorium. Tickets are $5.
  Grounded by the rhythm section of 
Bennett Wildey (bass), Arscola Hudson 
(drums), and Gwen Donley (piano), 
the group features Mike Anderson, 
Greg Fort, Eli Wildey, Brad Alcorn 
and Michael Heard (woodwinds); 
Jonathan Tarnay, Michael Houdek, Sheri  
Chambers, and Lillie Hall (trumpets); 
and Paul Stroud, Brittaney Byers,  
Aidan Hall, and Collin Brubaker 
(trombones). The Jazz Ensemble’s 
performance of the Charles Mingus 
tune, “Haitian Fight Song,” brought 
a taste of bluesy bebop to the recent  
Reaching Musical Heights concert at 
Severance Hall. This year’s program 
will include music by Mingus, George 
Gershwin, Johnny Richards, Count 
Basie, Heights alum Burny Pelsmajer, 
among others.
  Brett Baker has directed the jazz 
program at Heights for 10 years, during 
which time the groups have consistently 
won the highest honors at regional 

A tradition of Jazz night: goofy costumes for the second half of the show.

competitions. Jazz Ensemble alumni 
have gone on to do great things. For ex-
ample, pianist Jacob Bergson and drum-
mer James Muschler (Heights High 
classes of ‘06 and ‘07, respectively, and 
classmates at the New School for Jazz 

and Contemporary Music in New York 
City), played the 34th International 
Jazz Festival in Bern, Switzerland, and 
Muschler is recording this spring with 
the extremely hip trio Moon Hooch in 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Apollo’s Fire summertime concerts are 
‘Plaine & Saucy’
Margi Griebling-Haigh 

Soprano Nell Snaidas, a favorite with 
Cleveland audiences from her many 
appearances with Apollo’s Fire, will 
return in June to sing tunes from the 
British Isles in a program called “Plaine 
& Saucy.” Sharing the stage with her will 
be the Apollo’s Fire Countryside Players 
and Apollo’s Fire artistic director and 
conductor Jeannete Sorrell, along with 
guests from the Baltimore Consort. We 
recently chatted with Snaidas.
 
Margi Griebling-Haigh: Cleveland audi-
ences have often enjoyed your perfor-
mances of Spanish and Italian music, 
but I think this will be your first time 
on the Countryside series. I’m sure 
you’re aware that these concerts take 
place in a barn.

Nell Snaidas: Yes, the famous Baroque 
Music Barn in Hunting Valley. I’ve heard 
about it for years, and it sounds charm-
ing and perfect for this lighthearted 
repertoire. I can’t wait to see it.
 
MGH: How did you come to immerse 
yourself in Spanish folk repertoire?
 
NS: I have made a specialty of Mediter-
ranean music and have sung it around 
the world. My father was from Uruguay 
and we grew up with a lot of Spanish 
culture in the home, from films to 
music, literature, and dance. Although 
my mother was fluent in Spanish, her 
entire family is of Irish descent. We 
also listened to a lot of traditional Irish 

music in our home.
 
MGH: I have heard the term “Black 
Irish” used to refer to an Irish person 
who has very dark hair and dark or light 
eyes. Can you provide us with a little 
lesson in anthropology?

NS: In fact, there is a natural connec-
tion between Ireland and the Iberian 
Peninsula. It is thought that these char-
acteristics result from an Iberian/Irish 
mixture originating with survivors of 
the Spanish Armada.

MGH: Perhaps this accounts for your 
striking complexion, as well, and further 
explains the ease with which you make 
the musical hop from the Iberian Pen-
insula to the British Isles.

NS: I always retained a love for Irish 
folk music and even sang in Gaelic at 
my senior recital at conservatory. An 
element of this folk music remains in 
the pieces of Purcell and Ravenscroft, 
which we will sing at the “Plaine & 
Saucy” concerts.

MGH: What does “Plaine & Saucy” 
mean?

NS: This folk music from England, 
Scotland and, of course, Ireland is full 
of haunting melodies. The same tunes 
can be heartbreakingly beautiful when 
sung in a slow and lamenting fashion 
[“Plaine”] and then when sped up, they 
can feel like festive party tunes that 
make you want to dance [“Saucy”].

MGH: Share a bit of your history with 
Apollo’s Fire.

NS: I began working with Jeannette in 
2005, although I had known about her 
and Apollo’s Fire for quite some time. It 
was a dream of mine to work together, 
and the experience was better than I 
could have imagined. I immediately 
felt a deep connection to Jeannette and 
found that we shared a similar sensibility 
in our approach to music making.

MGH: Who are some of your other 
“Plaine & Saucy” collaborators?

NS: Mark Cudek is the guest director 
for this program. He is a wonderful and 

inventive performer and has inspired 
many of the best young careers in Early 
Music. We will be joined by Ronn Mc-
Farlane, who is known as one of the 
greatest living lutenists, along with the 
magical and sparkling flute player Mindy 
Rosenfeld. They play regularly together 
in the Baltimore Consort, a group 
known for its spirited performances of 
popular renaissance music.

MGH: This sounds like an amazing part-
nership—Apollo’s Fire is equally known 
for its passion and pizzazz. It seems 
that local favorites Tina Bergmann, the 
alchemist of the hammered dulcimer, 
and Kathie Stewart, the sweetheart of 
the wooden flutes, will also be heard. 
What a treat.

NS: Yes, and I know that every time I 
come to sing here, whether I am in a 
solo program or in a larger group, it will 
be a magical experience.

Tickets to the concerts are $20–$45. To 
enjoy the Countryside Concerts up close, 
order in the premium section to ensure  
seating in the first few rows. Dis-
counted student tickets are available 
for purchase in select seating sections. 
Student tickets are free at the Happy 
Days Lodge and Bath Church locations, 
made possible by the GAR Foundation. 
Tickets are available by phone at 800-  
314-2535, or online. Visit www.apollosfire.
org. for a complete concert schedule.

Margi Greibling-Haigh is the box office 
and marketing assistant for Apollo’s Fire, an 
active member of the Cleveland Composers 
Guild, a freelance oboist, composer and artist 
living in Cleveland Heights. 

  Save up $5 and experience Jazz 
Night at Heights High.
  
Greg Donley is a parent of a current Heights 
musician and one alum, and a founding 
member of FutureHeights. 
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WIN A BRAND NEW 2011 HONDA OR TOYOTA

YOUR CHOICE! 2 Year Lease

“Like” us on Facebook to be 
notified automatically when 

new videos are posted.

Facebook.com/Motorcars

Motorcars unveiled Straightforward Pricing at the 2011 
Autoshow, and to help get the word out, we’re giving away 
a 2011 Honda or Toyota through an interactive information 
campaign.  For the next 3 months, Motorcars will be posting 
informational videos online at StraightforwardPrice.com. 
Each video will contain a link to register another ticket for 
the drawing. Enter every week for the best chance to win. On 
July 14th, come to the Motorcars Toyota showroom and claim 
your tickets for the drawing.

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

Straightforward Price

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

Every Tuesday
A new video is posted to 

Straightofrwardprice.com.  Watch 
the video for the codeword you can 
use to register another ticket in the 

car drawing.

July 14th - 6:30 p.m.
Live drawing in the Motorcars 

Toyota Showroom.  Come into the 
dealership to collect the tickets 
you’ve registered by watching 
videos. Must be present to win.

Important Dates

More details online: Straightforwardprice.com

2011 Toyota

2011 Honda

 Motorcars Straightforward Price Giveaway O�cial Contest Rules -- 1) NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Odds of winning are based on the number of entries.  2) Register to win at straightforwardprice.com. Entrants must watch a video about the bene�ts of purchasing from Motorcars to participate. Entrants may watch up to 20 
videos for a chance at winning. Each video has a codeword that can be used to register a ticket for the drawing, and entrants may register up to 20 tickets. Claim your tickets at Motorcars Toyota showroom the night of the drawing, to be held on July 14, 2011, at 6.30 P.M. Tickets will be entered into a drawing and winner must be present to win.  3) Winner will receive his/her choice of a 2 year lease of a 2011 
Honda Civic LX or 2011 Toyota Corolla. Lease includes 12,000 miles per year. No alternative prize will be awarded. �e approximate retail value of the prize is $6,000.  4) Winner must qualify for �nancing approval from Toyota Financial Services or American Honda Bank, be 21 years of age or older, responsible for all city, state and federal taxes, vehicle registration and titling fees and documentary services 
fees, and mileage fees of 0.15 per mile over 24,000 miles, and any excess wear and tear charges.  No security deposit, disposition fee or option to purchase.  5) Winner is required to provide a W-9 form to Motorcars for tax purposes.  6) Employees of Motorcars and their immediate families are ineligible.  7) Winner acknowledges that Motorcars shall have the right to use winner’s name, likeness and voice in 
promoting that he/she is the winner, in both print and broadcast. �e prize winner must sign a standard release form providing Motorcars with their address and telephone number.  8) Winner expressly releases Motorcars, their a�liated companies and employees, from any and all claims, demands, damages, and/or liability of any nature whatsoever that winner has or claims to have relating to the herein 
contest, and without limitation, any and all known or unknown claims for damages or injuries arising out of said contest, whether founded in fact or in law.  9) Motorcars is the sole judge of all matters pertaining to this contest and reserves the right to change the rules and/or discontinue the contest at any time without notice. All decisions by Motorcars are �nal.

Cast your  
ballot today for  
Best of the Heights!

Best New Business 

Best Customer Service 

Best Realtor 

Best Auto Service 

Best Looking Store Front 

Best Breakfast or Brunch 

Best Casual Meal 

Best Ethnic Eats 

Best Place for Vegetarian Cuisine 

Best Place for Sweet Treats 

Best Carryout 

Best Place for Kosher Options 

Best Dining Ambiance 

Best Boutique or Specialty Shop

 

Best Place to Get Healthy 

Best Place for Pets 

Best Live Entertainment 

Best Place to Take the Kids 

Best Salon or Spa 

Best Grocery Store 

Favorite University Heights Business 

Favorite Cleveland Heights Business 

Bonus Question! Business you would like to see in the Heights

Complete this ballot or go online to:
www.futureheights.org

Deadline for ballot submission:  
August 31, 2O11.

Please Note!

Voting is for Cleveland Heights and  
University Heights localities only. 

One ballot per person.

In order for your ballot to be counted, you 
need to vote for at least half (11) of the ballot 
catagories, and include your name and 
contact information. Ballots not meeting these 
requirements will be considered invalid.

Mail your ballot to:  
FutureHeights  
2163 Lee Road #103  
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Questions? Call 216-320-1423

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:


