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Lewis Pollis

Youth of Coventry wants “to make Coventry a safer place for the youth of today
and the youth of tomorrow.” Those are
the words of Randall Walker, public
relations officer for the group.
As a 17-year-old who frequents Coventry Village often, he knows firsthand
the impact of recent crime and safety
issues, as well as the new special curfew
ordinance. He does not want problemsolving that affects him and his peers
left up to adults. “We aren’t tools to be
used to push agendas,” Walker told the
Cleveland Heights City Council, after
a group protested the alleged racism of
the curfew law before the July 18 council
meeting.
Youth of Coventry has two main
goals, according to Adin Colie, age 20,
the group’s cochair: communicate information and ideas between the kids
and local officials, such as city council;
and represent the “nondestructive” local
youth as a voice in the community.
Colie thinks the group—there are
14 active members, but they have many
more supporters—is already starting
to make a difference. He cited the new
curfew ordinance—which bans unaccompanied minors, without legitimate
reasons for being on the street, from the
Coventry Village and Cedar Lee busi-
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Youth of Coventry members pose in the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park. From left: Nora Eagan, Tyson Russell,
Randall Walker, David Schellenberg and Adin Colie.

ness districts after 6 p.m.—as a major
action in response to growing problems
of crime and flash mobs in the area. “We
had an essential part in that,” he said.
The organization that became
Youth of Coventry started to take shape
a few hours after the disruption at the
Coventry Street Fair on June 26. John
Nelson, 23, was at home feeling “sick and

New CH-UH gifted program
explained, parent concerns aired

and Assistant Superintendent Jeffrey
Talbert answered questions, parents’
frustrations often rose to a point where
many talked over each other and a few
excused themselves from the room. The
meeting took place on July 22 at Wiley
Middle School.
Currently, a larger group of gifted
students participate in a pullout program. They leave their classrooms for
separate instruction in language arts and
math. According to a letter Jane Simeri,
CH-UH’s coordinator of gifted/arts,
sent to parents, the range of students in
the pullout program was too wide to be
effective, “We are reorganizing staff to
be able to provide a more comprehensive program to meet the instructional
needs of gifted children all day, every
day,” she wrote.
Only 24 percent of those in the pullout program earned an “advanced” score
on the Ohio Achievement Assessment’s
reading portion, and 57 percent scored an
“advanced” on the math portion. A handful of students in the pullout program did
not even maintain marks of “proficient”
on the OAA.
Reading competency is a concern
in the district. One-third of students
are not reading at grade level. Closed
classrooms for gifted students is part of
a series of changes the district is making over the summer to boost literacy
and tailor curriculum to fit the needs

James Helmsworth

Tensions were high at a meeting of
parents, teachers and administrators to
discuss the new procedures for identifying and educating gifted students in the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.
In the fall, students who qualify
may enroll in closed, gifted-only classes
at Roxboro and Boulevard elementary
schools beginning in fourth grade. Selection will be based on the Otis-Lennon
School Ability Test that students take in
2nd and 4th grades. To qualify, students
must score in the top fifth percentile.
As superintendent Douglas Heuer

League of Women Voters partners with
FutureHeights for 2011 Voters Guide
Jeanette Sloan

FutureHeights is partnering with the
League of Women Voters (LWV) to
produce the 2011 edition of the voters
guide. The LWV is a trusted source of information, and compiles an annual voters
guide. Future Heights, which publishes
the Heights Observer, and the LWV are
both nonpartisan organizations that do
not endorse candidates. The organizations are working together to avoid duplicating information. both have produced
voters guides in the past.

The LWV is responsible for assembling questions to send to candidates
running for city council and school board
seats in Cleveland Heights and University
Heights.
FutureHeights has partnered with
the LWV in the past. They have cohosted candidate forums, and FutureHeights
regularly publishes abstracts of city
council, school board and other public
meetings prepared by LWV observers.
Look for this year’s voters guide
in the October issue of the Heights
Observer.
continued on page 11
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tired of the way that kids are acting in
this day and age” when he started talking to his friend John Waltrip, 20. “We
need to get something concrete going,”
Nelson said.
On June 27, a group of young people
appeared at the meeting of the Cleveland Heights Council Committee of the
continued on page 7

County releases
annual residential
recycling report
Jim Perkins

The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste
Management District recently released
residential recycling totals for University
Heights and Cleveland Heights. These
results may surprise some Heights
residents.
University Heights disposed of
4,273 tons of solid waste and recycled
1,837 tons of materials, which translates
to recycling about 30 percent of its total
waste.
Cleveland Heights disposed of
17,332 tons of solid waste and recycled
19,667 tons of materials, recycling about
53 percent of its waste.
Robert Jamieson, service director of
University Heights, is leading the charge
for recycling in that city. He believes
that recycling benefits the environment
as well as the residents of University
Heights.
“Every ton the city recycles means
less money spent on trash. This money
can then be spent on other needs in our
city,” said Jamieson.
University Heights has several ways
to recycle waste materials. Cans, glass,
plastics, newspapers, and other household recyclables can be placed in blue
bags next to the trash on pick-up day.
The hoppers that the city uses to pick
up trash and recyclables go directly to
residents’ back doors, making recycling
easy and convenient.
continued on page 4
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Letters Policy

Letters to the Editor
The Heights Observer welcomes
letters to the editor. They must be
submitted electronically, along with
the writer’s name, phone number and
e-mail address, to:
www.heightsobserver.org/members or
e-mail: info@futureheights.org

Volunteer committee sought for new Observer forum
following themes:
Opening
the Observer

Required use of real names: People
have said they don’t want to participate
if they have to use their real names—
specifically, according to a few, if there’s
a chance their names can be matched
to other personal information, such as
an e-mail address.

Bob Rosenbaum
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Incivility: People have said they were
driven away by a small number of users
who acted like bullies—shouting down
others’ opinions, or burying them under long and unrestrained responses.
Authoritarianism: People have said
that the small group of volunteers who
took responsibility for managing the
forum arbitrarily squelched opinions
that they didn’t like, and drove away
users who didn’t agree with them.
Apathy: Some have said they aren’t
interested in discussing the issues.
The medium: Others, after trying it,
simply didn’t like the dynamic of online
forums and decided not to use it.
FutureHeights believes an open
forum is an important part of engaging
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Heights Observer on the Street
“Today, I met Sam. Sam has just relocated from Cleveland Heights to
Beachwood. Is Sam wrong for moving
to Beachwood? I can’t answer that
question. But what scares me about his
choice is the admission that he did not
seek out any information in formulating his assessment of the schools . . .
Sam’s choice admittedly came without
the analysis of any information other
than word of mouth and personal observation . . . There was no trip to the
Cleveland Heights school board or to
his closest elementary school. He did
not seek out the advice of a principal or
a teacher of the CH-UH school system.
He and his wife simply made the decision. In Grown Folk’s World, that and
the money Sam has to make to execute
his decision is all that’s needed to relocate from one area to the other. Maybe
it deserved one more comprehensive
moment of consideration but who’s to
say it hadn’t already been extended”
- Andrea Davis

the freezer, in the ice cube container
is a fake, plastic ice cube with a fly
embedded inside. It’s a cheap gag my
son brought home from Big Fun on
Coventry a couple years ago, when he
was going through his practical joke
phase – which I’m beginning to suspect
may not be a phase at all.”
- Bob Rosenbaum
Fighting Fire With Fire: Why a
Curfew Isn’t The Solution
The main sense I get about public safety
from CH residents, who write to me
frequently, is that: They sense some
level of crisis in safety here. They want
to feel involved in helping to make the
community safer.
People want to be able to help, but
that means the police department must
be willing to establish a nontraditional
level of two-way communication. Our
city is, by no means, alone in this. But
our city, which for nearly 40 years has
claimed to be on the cutting edge of
innovative policing, has not yet moved
very far down this path.
One local resident is mounting a
campaign to bring Nixle—or something

Fly In The Ice
“In the kitchen, on the top shelf of

Scott Berman
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Bob Rosenbaum, chairman of the Observer’s editorial advisory committee
and FutureHeights board member, writes
this column to provide transparency and
understanding about the newspaper.

like it—to Cleveland Heights. It’s a “reverse 911” system, in which police can
communicate proactively with members
of the community who sign up to receive
alerts. It could be used for everything
from announcing parking bans on snowy
days to soothing frayed nerves after a
flash mob. Facebook could be used the
same way.
- Bob Rosenbaum
Harvey Pekar, the Nicest
Curmudgeon You Ever Met
My own favorite story about living in
the Heights also involves Harvey. This
would have been 2005, I think, when
I was editor of Free Times and Harvey
was an occasional contributor. I was
showering one morning when my wife
knocked on the door and said, “Harvey
Pekar is here.” I’d told him that I would
pick up his latest column at his house,
but apparently he’d decided to deliver it
to me instead. “OK,” I said to my wife,
“tell him I’ll call him when I get to the
office.” “He said he would wait,” she
replied. “He’s watching SpongeBob with
Daniel” (our then-4-year-old son).
- Frank Lewis

MAC’S MARATHON

CAPTURE YOUR MEMORIES

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights

To express your opinion privately, e-mail
Bob Rosenbaum at bob@therosenbaums.
net. To express your opinion as a letter to
the editor, register at the Observer Member Center (http://heightsobserver.org/
members) and click on “Submit New
Story” to contribute your letter.

Exerpts from recent posts at blogs.heightsobserver.org
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The Heights Observer exists to provide
information and air issues of interest to anyone who lives and works
in Cleveland Heights and University
Heights. With a print newspaper, an
e-mail newsletter, a website and a
collection of blogs, it is missing one
vital element: an online forum where
people can fluidly discuss topics of
their choice.
We initially launched a forum four
years ago—when we began publishing the paper. But that forum never
achieved the critical mass to take on a
life of its own, and participation dwindled. We recently took it offline.
I don’t know precisely why the
forum failed to fly the way it has in
other communities. But when I’ve
asked people why they stopped using
it, their answers all fall in among the

citizens and serving the community.
So we’re going to relaunch the forum
sometime this fall.
Before we do that, we are putting
together a committee of people to
think through the issues, write the
policies and establish the terms of use
that will allow the next version of the
Heights Observer forum to fare better
than the first.
If you believe in the importance of
open discussion and are interested in
joining the committee, please contact
me.
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letters to the editor

New curfew punishes many for acts of a few
To the Editor:
I have mixed feelings about the new curfew being imposed on teenagers in the
Coventry and Cedar Lee business districts. The homeowner/taxpayer/mother
in me applauds Cleveland Heights City
Council for its quick response. But, I am
also sad that the acts of a few will punish
so many. I spent my high school years
in Westlake. This was pre-Crocker Park
Westlake. There was no Coventry-like
area, nor any gathering spot, unless you
counted the strip malls and fast food
restaurants. It was boring, and we were
fairly aimless on weekend nights, choosing to drive to Lakewood for entertainment. At least Coventry and Cedar Lee
offer teens a destination. Unfortunately,
things have gotten completely out of
hand, and now no teen, regardless of his
or her motives, will be able to enjoy an

Citizens for Oakwood seeks referendum on
South Euclid zoning change

evening in either business district.
I’d like to say that the parents of
these teens need to take action: monitor your child’s Facebook, Twitter, and
general whereabouts. But, the parents
of the teens involved in Sunday’s flash
mob do not care. They do not care about
our city, and it’s health and safety. If they
did, their children would have been on
Coventry to enjoy the festival, not to
cause problems, not to intimidate businesses and patrons.
I am going to continue to enjoy
Coventry and Cedar Lee with my family,
maybe more so now, just as I have for
the past 11 years. But, I wonder where
summer vacation boredom is going to
take Cleveland Heights’s teens, if not
to Coventry or Cedar Lee.

To the Editor:
As many readers know, the Oakwood
Country Club property (60 acres in
South Euclid and 90 acres in Cleveland
Heights) is threatened with big-box
development. On June 27, South Euclid
City Council unanimously voted to
rezone the South Euclid portion from
residential to commercial use to accommodate development by Mitchell
Schneider of First Interstate.
Only two weeks later, Citizens for
Oakwood achieved a major goal by collecting twice as many South Euclid voter
signatures as are required to put the
rezoning ordinance on the November
ballot. By law, we had 40 days to accomplish this task, and we did it in less
than 14. This demonstrates significant
opposition to “value-oriented” big-box
retail development at Oakwood.
As our petition circulators stood
outside the South Euclid branch of the
Cuyahoga County Public Library, asking
those coming and going, “Do you live in
South Euclid? Are you a registered voter
in South Euclid?” many library patrons
asked about the issue and then said, “Oh,
I’m sorry, I live in Lyndhurst (or Shaker or
University Heights or Cleveland Heights).
I would love to sign that petition. Thank
you so much for what you’re doing.”
The great majority of South Euclid
voters we encountered were eager to
sign the petition. They said things like:
“We definitely don’t need more shopping!” “What about Cedar Center? Will
it ever be done?” “How can they do this
with so many empty storefronts?” and
“Let the people decide!”

Clare Taft
Cleveland Heights

gifted continued from page 1

of individual students. Other changes
include the reassignment of 25 percent
of district elementary teachers to different grade levels, the adoption of
135-minute language arts periods every
day, and intervention specialists to give
students more individual attention.
This fall, with the assistance of these
specialists, grade levels will break into performance groups during language arts so
that students can learn at a pace appropriate for them. These performance groups
could be as small as 8 to 12 students, or as
large as a traditional classroom.
Students who do not test into the
closed classrooms, as well as those
whose parents choose not to enroll
them, will be part of an accelerated performance group in their home schools.
Other groups will be for intermediate
and remedial instruction.
Most parents seemed relieved once
Heuer explained that there would still
be an upper-level reading group in the
elementary schools.
Elementary consultant Steve Anderson, who successfully implemented
closed-classroom programs for gifted
students, said the ability to teach directly
to a student’s skill level is a tremendous
asset and leads to academic growth.
While he empathized with parents’ fears
of tracking, and agreed that gifted was a
dangerous term, he was firm in his belief
that this was the best course of action for
the district.
Many parents worried that children
who just miss the cut off, or those who
qualify as gifted in only some subject areas,
will not receive adequate instruction. One

parent asked Talbert when he was going
to “save her [daughter] from anonymity,”
claiming that her exclusion from existing
gifted programming was hampering her
ability to grow as a student.
Those who score in the 85th percentile or above qualify to take the test
again. If they score in the 95th percentile
or above on this second attempt, they
will be eligible to join the gifted classrooms in fourth and fifth grade. District
officials told parents they could request
that their children be tested up to twice a
year instead of waiting for the mandatory
testing, which occurs only once before
the closed classroom becomes an option
in fourth grade.
Parents were frustrated by the lack
of communication from the district. One
claimed that only the parents of children
already identified as gifted received notice of the meeting, while several others
were confused about how and when their
children could be tested.
Two parents voiced strong disapproval of the idea of tracking children
in “high,” “middle” and “low” academic
groups in various subject areas. They
claimed that tracking would destroy children’s sense of equity and prevent them
from developing academic self-esteem.
The administrators said the gifted
program would have no effect on their
children’s ability to participate in Honors, AP or IB (International Baccalaureate) programs in high school, nor in the
Middle School Scholars Program.

It seems that South Euclid voters are
getting the message: If First Interstate is
allowed to develop, they’re not going to
get a “lifestyle center” like Legacy Village.
Mr. Schneider has said all along it will be
big-box “value-oriented” retail. People
know what that means, and it is not what
most South Euclideans want.
Having gathered more than enough
signatures to qualify for the ballot,
Citizens for Oakwood is now launching
a major campaign to reverse South Euclid
Ordinance 05-11 with a loud and clear
citizens’ veto in November. Although
only South Euclid citizens can vote on
this, many in surrounding communities
grasp that Oakwood is a regional treasure, and should be a regional resource.
The 150 acres of Oakwood are
graced with majestic trees that have been
there for more than a century, a sweeping
meadowland, Nine-Mile Creek flowing
to Lake Erie, and, on the Cleveland
Heights acreage, an historic clubhouse.
Building a strip mall and parking lots on
this unique parcel of land would be an
irrevocable and mistaken move, focused
on short-term profits, but denying the
imperatives of the future.
Citizens for Oakwood is proud and
grateful to have the support of the Sierra
Club and the Shaker Heights Nature
Center, as well as many local businesses
and area residents. If you would like to
help with time, money or talent, please
e-mail us at info@citizensforoakwood
or call 216-694-8304 to volunteer.
Carla Rautenberg
Berkshire Road
Cleveland Heights

James Helmsworth is a student at Oberlin College and a Heights Observer summer intern.
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CH must do more to connect its artists to its children
Christine McBurney

When I moved to Cleveland Heights,
the big attraction was that it was artsy.
I was a recent MFA and a divorced
mother of a preschooler. If I couldn’t
go back to New York City, then I was
determined to live in what I felt was the
closest thing to it in Cuyahoga County.
so, 15 years ago, I settled into Coventry
Village.
When my son started at Coventry
school, I got involved in volunteering,
teaching drama to elementary school
students. This led to subbing, eventually earning my teaching license, and
currently chairing a theater arts department in a neighboring school district.
In Cleveland Heights I found a safe,
nurturing, affordable, beautiful, diverse,
and artistic community in which to
raise my son. I didn’t know the data on
how many other artists lived here, but
I certainly felt the vibe.
According to a report put out by
the Cuyahoga Community Partnership
for Arts and Culture, Cleveland Heights
is home to the largest concentration of
artists in the county. In Coventry Village alone, 30.2 per 1,000 residents are
artists, but there is also a large population of poor and under- or unemployed
adults with children. It seems that there
is a strange disconnect between these
groups. With the recent trouble with
mobs of teens at the Coventry street
fairs, the city may have an opportunity
to effect real, meaningful and lasting
change.
We hear about how artists move
in and improve neighborhoods, such as
Waterloo and Gordon Square, attracting
home buyers and small-business owners. But we don’t hear about the human
investment potential that artists can
bring. The CPAC study notes that “artists have the ability to infuse creativity,

Heights

April

recycling continued from page 1

Residents of University Heights
can also recycle paint, computers, cell
phones, and batteries Monday through
Friday, during regular business hours,by
bringing these materials to the city garage.
University Heights also has special
waste days, when residents can dispose
of hazardous materials. The next special
waste day will occur in September or
October.
To learn about recycling in University Heights—rules, tips and special
recycling events—check out the city
website or request a recycling booklet
from Robert Jamieson.
“The city appreciates the recycling
efforts of our citizens. The service department is happy to answer any questions concerning recycling. We are here
for our residents,” said Jamieson.
The voice of recycling in Cleveland
Heights is Bonnie Caplan, a member of
the city council and chair of municipal
services. Caplan said that CH residents
have been recycling for about 20 years.
“Recycling in Cleveland Heights
began because one resident began
hounding the city. His persistence is
the reason we recycle as well as we do,”
she said.
Cleveland Heights is relentless in
pursuing a greener environment. According to Caplan, it was the first city in
the country to pass ordinances against
pesticide and herbicide use on public
property, libraries, schools and day
care facilities. This year, the city began

spark community discourse and attract
attention to their communities through
their work.” Is it enough to make an area
arty to attract businesses? What about
the business of raising our children?
What if the artists of Cleveland
Heights were more connected to the
youth of Cleveland Heights? What if
the city made it a part of its mission to
connect its young people to its artists—
like a summer program that any child,
regardless of socio-economic status,
could walk into and learn an engaging
art and skill that could lead to future
employment, such as video production,
animation, web design and graphic design, or theater, dance and the literary
and other visual arts?
As wonderful as it has been living
here, a few summers ago, my son and
his friends were robbed at gunpoint by
a teen and a preteen. As the community
with the most artists per capita in the
county, investing more in our youth is
not only in the interest of public safety,
but is our duty as civically engaged and
socially responsible citizens.
It’s time for the city to make a concerted effort to connect its artists to its
children.
Without an audience, there can be
no art. In the theater arts, the product
isn’t finished until the audience arrives.
We have a large audience of bored, poor,
and unengaged young people who are
looking for some form of affordable
entertainment/engagement/connection.
How can the city of Cleveland Heights
and its artists sit back and ignore this
potential development of our young
people and our community? What,
exactly, is it that we are creating?

handling recycling for South Euclid.
Cleveland Heights also makes recycling easy for its residents. By placing
recyclables on the tree lawn on trash
day, residents can recycle tires, batteries and computers. The city also hosts
a semiannual shredding day when residents can bring any paper goods they
wish to shred. Hazardous waste may
be brought to the public works department, located behind Motorcars Honda
on Mayfield Road.
The city publishes recycling information on its website and in Focus, the
city’s quarterly magazine, and distributes information at public events. The
city encourages everyone to recycle.
“In a way, everybody matters. If we all
pull together, we can make a difference
in our community and environment,”
said Caplan.
Elsewhere in Cuyahoga County,
Bratenahl leads the efforts, recycling 68
percent of its materials. Joe Zalar, director of the village’s service department,
believes the community becomes more
recycling conscious every year. “Basically, the residents want to be green,”
he said.
To encourage recycling, Bratenahl
supplies every resident with one green
container and one blue container. Trash
goes in the blue container and recyclables in the green one.
Jim Perkins, a Heights Observer intern, is
earning a master’s degree in communication
management at John Carroll University.

Visit www. heightsobserver.org
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Christine McBurney is the theater arts
department chair at Shaker Heights High
School, a performer, writer, and proud
Heights High soccer mom.

nuclear free

Heights’s membership campaign—now
through Aug. 15—will be matched by an
anonymous supporter dollar-for-dollar.
We can’t do it without you! FutureHeights is an efficient, grassroots
organization. Only with your help can
we continue to offer our communitybuilding programs.
To donate, fill out the form below
and mail it to us or donate online at www.

to building community. Our programs
inform, educate and advocate for the
issues that are important for Heights
residents. Whether its an article in the
Heights Observer, a community forum, or
the Best of the Heights awards program,
we promote civic engagement to ensure
a vibrant and sustainable future for our
neighborhoods.
Now is the best time to join us as a

www.futureheights.org

www.futureheights.org

www.futureheights.org

turning off the TV, leaving the house and
getting to know your neighbors.
It can also mean volunteering at
your local neighborhood school or library, attending a community forum or
writing a letter to the editor.
Or, like residents of Corydon Road
showed us [see page 11], you can offer a
kind word, a homemade pie, or a helpful
hand when a neighbor needs you.

216 320-1423.

Thank you for your support!
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do neighborhood
you build the future
of ora community?
someone
else’s
Building community can beschools
as simple as
member. Every
dollar you donate to Future- futureheights.org. For more information, call
At FutureHeights, we are dedicated

ne of the
ts Libraries
How

□ I/We have enclosed a check made payable to FutureHeights
November
October □ Individual $30
December
□ Senior/Student $15
□ Please charge my MasterCard or Visa (AMEX and Discover not accepted)
□ Please divide my credit card payment into equal amounts charged □ Monthly □ Quarterly
□ Dual/Family $50*
□ Civic Champion $75
__________________________________________________________________
Activist $125
□ Squeaky Wheel $250 Write
an article
Bike
to
work,
o school□□ Citizen
Credit Card Number
Exp. Date
Newspaper Publisher $500 □ Other $___________

Buy from local
__________________________________________________________________
in the
Heights
Card Holder’s Name (Please print as it appearsmerchants
on the card)

school or the
__________________________________________________________________
Observer
store
Name ____________________________________________________________
Signature of Card Holder
Other ways to support FutureHeights and ensure our work into the future:

□ Volunteer. I/We wish to volunteer with FutureHeights in the following capacity_________________
Please contact me/us.

Address __________________________________________________________

ww.futureheights.org

□ I/We wish to remain anonymous.

ww.futureheights.org

As you would like it to appear in recognition of your gift.

□ Matching Gifts. My employer will match my donation. Company name: _____________________
□ Bequests. I/We have remembered FutureHeights in my/our will or estate plan.
□ Appreciated Stock. Please contact me/us to arrange for my/our gift in the form of a stock transfer.

City ______________________________ State ______ Zip_________________
Phone _________________ E-mail ____________________________________

Mail To: FutureHeights, 2163 Lee Road, #103, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Thank you for your gift! FutureHeights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Visit us at www.futureheights.org. For financial information visit www.guidestar.org.
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* I/We want to support citizen-driven, community news. With a $50 or more gift, FutureHeights will send 12 issues
of the Heights Observer directly to my home or business.
(______ Don’t send to me. Send to:_______________________________________________________________)

ww.futureheights.org
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clevelAnd heights news

Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
JUNE 20, 2011
Vice Mayor Phyllis L. Evans was absent.
Website redesign
Council authorized an agreement with Vision
Internet for redesigning the city’s primary
website. Fifteen proposals had been received
and evaluated. The agreement also includes
the addition of three sub-sites (for the police
department, Cain Park, and the recreation department), onsite training for staff, development
of PDF interactive forms, content migration, payment options, and tech support. Compensation
shall not exceed $45,260. A fall 2011 rollout
is expected.
Road projects
Council voted to proceed with Taylor Road rehabilitation from Euclid Heights Boulevard to the
city limit of East Cleveland. The project includes
pavement narrowing, base replacement, curbs,
drainage improvements, resurfacing, and signal
removals. Estimated costs are $876,040, less
an Ohio Public Works Commission Grant of
$438,020 and less a SIB loan for $438,020,
leaving a balance due of $0.00. The city’s
ultimate share of the cost will be known when
final actual costs are determined.
Phase two of the Monticello Boulevard
project, from Taylor Road to Mayfield Road,
will begin July 12. Additionally, 30 streets will
have surface improvements.
Zoning code changes
An ordinance to change the zoning code in
order to adopt regulations for adaptive reuse
of existing nonresidential buildings in residential districts was presented on first reading.
“Industrial design” establishments, which may
only create prototypes of products, but may not

manufacture products for sale and distribution,
are prohibited from outside storage or display.
All business, servicing, processing and storage
uses must be located within the building. The same
restrictions apply to “research and development,
limited” establishments where research and development is conducted in such industries as green
technology, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals,
medical instrumentation or supplies, communication and information technology, electronics and
instrumentation, and computer hardware and
software. Other amended subsections refer to
day care centers and nursery schools in a school,
religious institution, or conditionally permitted
adaptively reused non-residential building. The
planning commission will look at the ordinance
at its July 13 meeting, and a public hearing will
take place July 25.

to participate in the Coventry community, several
had specific questions about the law, and many
expressed a hope that the community would
work together to make the ordinance better fit
the community’s needs. Several Youth of Coventry
members suggested that council publicize the
details of the ordinance more clearly. They also
suggested creation of a committee, to include city
council members and the Youth of Coventry, to
deal with social media.
Community Development Block Grants
Council adopted an amended Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) FY2011 budget
totaling $1,614,021 and authorized submission of
the amended budget to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. Council
passed four more resolutions authorizing specific
allocations of CDBG funds to:
*C
 leveland Tenants Organization, $6,000
for assistance with its telephone information
services;
* F amily Connections of Northeast Ohio,
$30,000 for assistance with its Family School
Connection Program to provide support to
families and youth;
*H
 ome Repair Resource Center (HRRC),
$251,300 for assistance with HRRC’s homerepair and home improvement programs;
* J ewish Community Center of Cleveland,
$15,000 for the Center’s Nutrition and Afternoon Out Program.

Technology center at Coventry school
Council contracted SGI Global Business Advisors, LLC for consulting services related to the
establishment of a technology center at the former
Coventry school building and for company recruitment, including international companies. At this
time the first two of four phases of the project will
proceed. Compensation for such services shall not
exceed $25,000 plus expenses as approved by
the city manager.
LWV observer: Patricia Solomon.
JULY 5, 2011
All council members were present.

Down payment assistance program
Council authorized an agreement with Cuyahoga
County for additional funding for the OwnerOccupant Down Payment Assistance Program
for purchasers of one- to four-family homes and
condominiums in Cleveland Heights. Council also
amended several guidelines for the program to
change the forgivable loan to a no-interest de-

Curfew discussion
Many citizens, including parents, and many
young adults addressed council concerning the
new curfew ordinance. All thanked council for
their actions. Most expressed concern about the
impact on the ability of Cleveland Heights’s youth

CH council approves budget for
2012 with nearly $800,000 in cuts
Lewis Pollis

Cleveland Heights City Council passed
a budget for the 2012 fiscal year at the
council meeting on July 18. It includes
nearly $800,000 in cuts from the 2011
fiscal year.
The budget resolution, introduced
by Cheryl Stephens, chair of the finance committee, passed by unanimous
7–0 vote, and included a budget of
$40,201,515—a decrease of $792,102
from the 2011 budget of $40,993,617.
Stephens said that the biggest
decrease came from switching to the
Regional Income Tax Agency (R.I.T.A.)
for income tax collection, which saved
the city $400,000.
Other savings came from the decision to not replace the retiring capital
projects manager, Carl Czaga; lower
electric bills, thanks to the use of more

ferred loan for most homebuyers. The exceptions
are for properties in the BlueStone Development
and East Derbyshire CRA. The change was made
due to the limited amount of funds available and
would allow the city to recycle the money back
into the program.
Curfew changes
Council enacted a new subsection, entitled
Temporary Special Curfew Areas, to the minors’
curfew in the city code and amended the section on Curfew Exceptions. These changes are
intended to allow the safety director to prevent or
control assemblies of minors that pose a threat to
the public. Council members thanked the many
citizens who have spoken to them on this issue,
and emphasized that council would continue to
review the ordinance.
LWV observers: Lisa Peters and Kirsten Karakul.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are abstracted
from LWV observers’ written reports. The summaries have been edited and prepared by Anne
McFarland, Charlene Morse and Maryann
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports,
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or
join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh
observer reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public meetings
and are not official statements of the Heights
Chapter of the League of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany
any redistribution of these reports.

Advertise in the Heights Observer
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energy-efficient light bulbs and lighting
systems in the Cleveland Heights Community Center; and keeping a careful
eye on health-care costs for municipal
employees, Stephens said.
“Quite frankly, this is still a work
in progress,” said Dennis Wilcox, vice
chair of the finance committee. He said
the new state budget, as approved by
the Republican-controlled state government, was “balanced on the backs of
local governments.”
In addition to these cuts, the city
will have to reduce its budget by an additional $1,000,000 in 2013, with the
repeal of the estate tax, Wilcox said.
Cleveland Heights Mayor Edward
Kelley denounced Republican state
legislators for cuts in funding to local governments. “If they think these
budget savings are wise, they’re from

Page 1

Has your
lawn
gone on
vacation?
Are disease, insects, and recreational wear
conspiring with heat, drought, and infertile
soil to ruin your lawn? Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and
green again. Call today to find out how we can
make your yard the envy of the neighborhood.
• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation
• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs
• Integrated weed and
pest management
• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal
• Weekly lawn maintenance

continued on page 6

Cleveland Heights’ Newest Donegal Agency!
Donegal Insurance Group is pleased to recognize
Keller National in Cleveland Heights as a new
Donegal agency appointment.
Together, Keller National and Donegal will provide
insurance solutions for individuals and businesses
in Cuyahoga County. Stop by
or call Keller National and
discover the value of
Donegal for your auto,
home and business
insurance.

SPECIAL OFFER:

SAVE $25.00

Take $25.00 off lawn care
and renovation services.
Offer for new or additional
services. Not to be combined
with other offers.
Expires September 30, 2011.
Code: HOB0811

Call David Keller Today!

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

•

•

•

•

Au t o • H o m e • B u s i n e s s

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203
3109 Mayfield Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

www.KellerNational.com
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CH expands exceptions to curfew law

Lewis Pollis

Lewis Pollis

Kathy Wray Coleman, third from left and holding the sign, leads the Imperial Women in protest against
alleged racism in the Cleveland Heights curfew law.

Group protests alleged racism in new
curfew law outside CH council meeting
Lewis Pollis

A group calling itself the Imperial Women held a protest against the recently
passed special curfew ordinances in front
of Cleveland Heights City Hall on July 18
before the city council meeting.
About a dozen protesters of varying
ages, races and genders gathered outside
the building shortly after 7 p.m., carrying signs and chanting, “No justice, no
peace!” before heading inside to the
council meeting.
“We are here to call on the Cleveland
Heights City Council to remove the ordinance from the books that targets our children,” said Kathy Wray Coleman, leader of
the protest. The ordinances—restricting
unaccompanied minors from being out
in the Coventry Village and Cedar Lee
business districts after 6 p.m. without a
legitimate excuse—are “designed to target
black children,” she said.
Coleman also said the ordinance,
which requires minors to give police
24-hours notice if they plan to exercise First Amendment rights during
restricted hours, was unconstitutional,
and compared the restrictions to black
people not being allowed to sit at Woolworth’s counters.
Council Member Cheryl Stephens,
who is African American, strongly rejected the notion that the ordinance is
racist. “This law is a way to provide barriers to inhibit bad behavior in Cleveland
Heights,” she said. “That was not racist,
it was in protection of community residents who are black or white.
Stephens said that the youths who

disrupted the Coventry Street Fair on
June 26 “were foul-mouthed; they threw
trash in our district; they . . . were not
concerned about the other people in our
community.”
“This is not a knee-jerk reaction,”
Stephens said. Mayor Edward Kelley
said the city has been facing similar
problems for 17 months.
Randall Walker, cochair of the
Youth of Coventry, said his group did
not share Coleman’s views. “She thinks
she’s speaking for the black kids when
. . . she’s not,” said Walker, who is black
and under 18. “We aren’t tools to be used
to push agendas.”
“The curfew is not racist,” Walker
said. “We believe that it is just affecting
the youth, be they black, white, Asian,
Hispanic, whatever.”
“I don’t see any evidence of racial
discrimination,” said Adin Colie, the
other cochair of the Youth of Coventry.
He challenged those who claimed the
ordinance was racist to show proof of
their assertions.
Jeffrey Robertson, Cleveland
Heights police chief, denied similar allegations that Coleman made at a community dialogue sponsored by Heights
Community Congress and the Heights
Libraries on July 13. “The ordinance
does not target the black population,”
he said. “Our officers deal with everybody equally.”

Cleveland Heights City Council unanimously voted to implement changes
to the Minors’ Curfew ordinance at a
meeting on July 5. Youths are now allowed to travel to and from school or
religious activities, and attend public
entertainment, under parental authorization. They may exercise their First
Amendment rights, e.g., right of assembly, if so authorized by their parents and
with permission from the police chief 24
hours in advance.
The ordinance already allowed exceptions for minors who were accompanied by an adult relative. They may now
perform errands or legitimate business,
such as going to the library, after 6 p.m.,
with parental authorization. They may
go to and from their jobs, but must carry
written authorization from a parent or
employer, stating the location of the job
and hours of employment.
In addition, the ordinance now
gives the city’s director of public safety
the power to declare Temporary Special
Curfew Areas if there is sufficient reason
to believe that a flash mob is planned.
“This will in all likelihood not be
the last change,” said Kenneth Montlack, council member and chair of the
public safety and health committee.
Addressing the more than 20 teenagers and young adults in attendance,
he likened the situation to enhanced
security at airports. “Our intent is not
to try and punish any youth. Our intent
is to protect the safety and security of
the community.”
Cheryl Stephens, council member,
said, “We took to heart your concerns.”
Exceptions were made after Nancy
Levin, director of Heights Libraries,
and Kathy Blackman, owner of the Grog
Shop, expressed concerns about the
curfew preventing teens from attending
library events and concerts.
John Nelson, co-leader of the
Youth of Coventry, thanked the city

Council continued from page 5

another planet,” he said. “Those folks in
Columbus are criminals and they should
be swept out of office,” Kelley added.
Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown
University.

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown
University.

HeigHts frame & art
2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

“Tuck-Point” Turner
Restorative Cosmetic Masonry

Specializing in Heirloom Homes

Artisans, NOT Bricklayers
Ohio’s Only Lime-Registered Mason

The ONLY Mortar to Use on
Your Antique Brick Work!
In Masonry Since 1974

•Insured •References •A Green Business

For expert workmanship,

CALL ME TODAY!
440-716-0919

SEE MY WORK ON FACEBOOK

Monday, August 22
$99 unlimited classes
for the rest of the year

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

M/T/W/TH 6:30 p.m.
Saturday
8:45 a.m.
Cleveland Hts. Comm. Ctr.

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

M/W/TH
9:30 a.m.
S. Euclid Methodist Church
1534 So. Green Rd. (childcare available)

Register by phone:
(440) 542-0246
(440) 655-5394

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Or register in person at the
class time and location listed.

Tel: 216-320-2302 Fax: 216-320-2306
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Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown
University.

Cheryl Burke
Two-time
Champion
Dancing With
the Stars

Custom Picture framing

Japanese Restaurant

officials for their quick and responsive
actions, but said their ignorance of social media was hindering their ability to
understand and respond to flash mobs.
Nelson proposed forming a committee
to help the city with social media and to
reach out to Cleveland Heights youth.
Council Member Bonnie Caplan said
she would take him up on his offer.
Matthew Reed, another member of
the Youth of Coventry, said the curfew
was already making a tangible impact.
Commenting on a visit to Coventry
Village since the curfew’s enactment,
Reed said, “We looked down the street,
and all we see is families.” Reed added
that he still had reservations about the
strictness of the law. “I just think six
o’clock is kind of early.”
Acting Judge Russell Baron, who has
lived a few blocks from Coventry Village
for 47 years, expressed optimism, and said
that he has seen the area “come up and
go down and go up again. And it’s up.”
“You guys know what you’re doing,
that’s for sure,” Baron told council. The
audience applauded when Baron noted
the diversity of the Youth of Coventry
and announced, “They represent our
city.”
“The city made a very wise decision to listen to the community,” said
Steve Presser, owner of Big Fun. The
new measures are better, he said, but “it
will continue to be a work in progress;
there’s no right answer.”
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Resident questions CH government transparency
As the bidding for the Taylor Road
construction project began on July 21,
at least one local resident was unhappy
with the plans.
Douglas Whipple, a Taylor Road
resident, is upset both by the fact that
the planned renovations will not include
extending the curb on the residential
west side of the street, and by what he
believes was a lack of transparency by
city officials in making the decision.
Initially, the plan called for narrowing
the road by a lane on each side, instead
of adding two lanes of curb space on the
east side of the street, on the of Severance Town Center side, Whipple said.
In 2002, according to a city doument Whipple obtained through a
public information request in March,
local residents chose a plan that would
extend both curbs as the best choice for
the neighborhood. There has been no
public hearing since, Whipple noted.
Bonita Caplan, the CH council
member who introduced the resolution to authorize the city manager to
put the project in motion on June 20,
said the plan was changed for practical
reasons. “It would have been nice to put
the land on [the west] side, but it is not
financially feasible,” she said. “It’s not
gonna happen.”
The biggest problem, Caplan said,
are curb cuts—driveways and other
paths to the street that need to be built
around and extended into the narrowed

Lewis Pollis

Lewis Pollis

Douglas Whipple asks Cleveland Heights City Council for an explanation of their alleged lack of transparency in planning the Taylor Road construction.

most practical way to proceed, they
made the decision.
At the July 18 city council meeting,
Whipple presented each council member with a series of questions, including
this one: “After the public and the city
agreed that Concept C [in 2002] was
the preferred road improvement design,
should the city government have notified the public that it had decided to
modify that design?” Since then, he has
not received a single response, Whipple
said.
A January 2008 document from
the office of Carl Czaga, former assistant to the city manager, that Whipple
obtained through a public information
request, acknowledged that the city
was responsible for conducting a public meeting about the environmental
impact of the project, which Whipple

road. With the crosswalks and entrances
to Severance Center as the only curb
cuts on the east side of the street, it is
much easier to build there than it would
be to work around the driveways on the
residential west side. Caplan did not
know how expensive that would be, but
estimated that it would have added at
least a million dollars to the project.
Caplan noted that other expenses
that would be incurred by building on
the west side include altering the sewer
line and other infrastructure, and lowering the uneven road so that driveways
could reach the higher ground in what
is now the middle.
The lack of public input was not an
attempt to disenfranchise citizens, but a
reflection of the realities of the project,
she said. After city officials learned that
extending only the east side was the

Youth of coventry continued from page 1

Whole, to present council with legislation amending the curfew law to prohibit all unaccompanied minors from
public spaces in Cleveland Heights after
9 p.m. They announced their intention
to appear at every subsequent council
meeting until their concerns were addressed. Youth of Coventry was born.
“We just want to have our Coventry
back,” Nelson said. “We want peace
back in our P. E.A.C.E. Park.”
After Mayor Edward Kelley met
them outside to tell them that council was considering a similar curfew
amendment—one that would eventually become the new special curfew
ordinance—the group found a receptive
audience inside the meeting room.
“I think it’s great that you came,”
said Council Member Bonita Caplan.
“It’s really nice to know that you’re
supportive of this.” Youth of Coventry
then spent more than 30 minutes meeting with Mayor Kelley and Cleveland
Heights Police Chief Jeffrey Robertson
to brainstorm ways to make the community safer for young people.
“They’re a breath of fresh air,”
Kelley said, adding that he would not
be surprised to see some members of
the group become council members
themselves. “They’re our future.”
Caplan also met privately with
members of the group after Nelson offered to teach city officials how to use
social media in a more positive way. He
suggested that, as a government body,
the city might ask Facebook to take
down notice of events, such as flashmob gatherings, that could be detrimental to the community. “We didn’t know

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown
University.

The

Tavern

Company
Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine
Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30"

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer
OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30

M-F Happy Hour 5–7 pm
Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm
Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs.
5–11pm Fri. and Sat.

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001

Cleveland Skating Club

that,” Caplan said. “I’ve learned a lot.”
In turn, Caplan said she has been
trying to help the group grow and become a sustainable organization.
Adin Colie said that council has
been receptive to the group’s ideas,
and that city officials expressed their
appreciation for the young people’s
participation.
Youth of Coventry has been very
appreciative of their city leaders’ time.
“We love you guys,” Nelson told council
at the July 18 meeting.
At another meeting, Nelson sat
down with Big Fun owner, Steve Presser,
to share his concerns and exchange
perspectives following the decision
to cancel the second Coventry Street
Fair.
While most of the group’s members are from the Cleveland Heights
community, their impact has not been
limited to a single city. Members of
Youth of Coventry have talked with
Cuyahoga County Councilman Pernel
Jones and Sheriff Bob Reid. In addition,
Nelson and Colie said parents from
several other Northeast Ohio cities
have thanked them for the group’s actions and asked about their efforts in
Cleveland Heights.
Not everyone has been supportive
of Youth of Coventry’s message, but
Walker said, “A lot of people are misinformed.” For example, group member
Dominique Davis told council at the
July 5 meeting (when the exceptions
to the curfew law were expanded) that
she had been upset about the ordinance
until she learned exactly what the ordi-
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said has not happened. Caplan said she
had no knowledge of the document nor
the need for a hearing.
Whipple maintains that the public
should have been notified when the
plans for the construction changed and
should now be presented with documented evidence of the unfeasibility of
the initial plan.
“We’re being told it can’t be done,”
Whipple said. “We’re told to accept
that on faith, and I don’t accept it on
faith.”

Social and Sporting Club Since 1937
Join now for as little as $100 per
month for single membership
• 11 outdoor Tennis Courts, 4 indoor
Tennis Courts
• 5 Pros clinics and private lessons
and special Junior membership
• 4 outdoor heated Paddle Courts
• 2 indoor Squash courts-clinics and
private lessons
• Great Fitness Center
• Olympic indoor pool- learn to
swim, water exercise classes, and
great swim team
• Part of USA-USC, Hockey program from Mite C to Bantams
• Figure Skating, learn to skate, synchronize team, theater on Ice Team
• Private and group lessons
• Special Curling membership
• Two eateries to choose from
• Pro Shop
• Day Care Center
• Banquet and meeting space up to 300 guests
• Summer Camps-Multi Sport, Tennis, Squash, Figure Skating, Hockey and
Summer Swim Team

Call Now. 216-791-2800

E-mail membership@clevelandskatingclub.org or
csccamps@clevelandskatingclub.org

www.clevelandskatingclub.org
2500 Kemper Rd Shaker Hts 44120 • 216-791-2800

continued on page 10
7

www.heightsobserver.org

university heights news

University Heights
hosts free summer
concert series

Delay and avoid: UH and John Carroll
point of view

Winifred Weizer

University Heights might be John
Carroll University’s namesake, but
relations between the two continue
to be “stressed” at best. The university
made a request to modify three parts
of a 2002 agreement for the use of
Shula Stadium. In essence, the request
asks that the university be allowed to
increase the use of the stadium for
non-JCU events and for intramural
sports, with a change in the restrictions for use of lights and sound.
On the surface, this appears to
be a reasonable request. Today’s college students factor fitness centers
and sports (varsity and intramural)
into their choice of where to attend
school.
Residents in the immediate area of
Shula Stadium expressed concerns and
objections to any increase in use at the
June 20 city council meeting. Council
deferred any decision until it had more
time to study the issue—using Council
of the Whole (COW) work sessions on
July 11 and 18.
At these work sessions, the university presented more information

in response to questions from council
members. After an extensive presentation at the July 18 meeting, council
came to a decision: It referred the request to the city planning commission
for review and recommendation.
Council expanded the number of
items for the commission to review
beyond the original three presented
by JCU.
The planning commission will
send its own report and recommendation back to council. Council will
then decide whether to support the
planning commission’s recommendations. At that point, one hopes that
JCU will finally receive a decision on
its request.
Delays like this can sometimes be
beneficial to all sides when decisions
will have real impact on residents.
(Delays can occur when information
is submitted for consideration at the
last minute, as was done by JCU.) The
process enables both sides to consider
objections and modify plans, to be
amenable to everyone affected by the
changes.
Doing only what is legal may not
be doing what is best for the long-term
well-being of the area. The goal should
be to reach decisions that are in the
best interest of the city—the whole
city—the residents who are affected

and the university.
For that to happen, all of the parties mut develop some level of trust
with one another.
Since taking office in 2010, Mayor
Susan Infeld has had ongoing discussion with JCU over the needs of
both the city and the university. This
dialogue represents a change from
prior years, when the administration
and the university rarely spoke, and
can lay the groundwork for a more
trustful relationship between the city
administration and the university. It
is a start.
Council also has to do their
part in this relationship. They must
remember that they do not just represent the residents who are directly
affected by the request; they also
represent the university and the city
as a whole. At the meeting on July
18, the law director advised council
members to come to a decision on
the JCU request and not refer it to
the planning commission.
Council needs to take responsibility for a decision. The university
deserves a yes or no to their request,
not delay for the sake of delay.

Sherri Wisnieski

University Heights is sponsoring a series
of free concerts this summer. Performances are at 7 p.m. on Thursdays, on
the lawn of Wiley Middle School at 2181
Miramar Boulevard.
• Aug. 4: Mark Grey and the Northcoast
Jazz Collective
• Aug. 11: Clear Fork Bluegrass Quartet
• Aug. 18: Frank Moravcik Polka Band
• Aug. 25: Yiddishe Cup Klezmer Band
(Jewish folk and American swing)
Sherri Wisnienski is assistant to the mayor
of university Heights.

Winifred Weizer, a former councilwoman
and longtime resident of University
Heights, is filling in for Anita Kazarian.

(216)577-4171
(216)577-4171
OVER 300
300 TEAS,
Over
teas,
HERBS,
SPICES
herbs, spices AND
and
CULINARY RX.

culinary rx.

/0.+(+#5ŏ$.0/đŏ* (!/đŏ.5/0(/

Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
%*!*/!ŏđŏ)!0,$5/%(ŏ++'/ŏđŏ/001.%!/
Fourth Way Study

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland
Heights,Village
OH 44118
1793 Coventry

Cleveland
Heights,
OH 44118
+* 5ŏġŏ01.
5ŏŏāāčĀĀŏċ)ċŏġŏĈčĀĀŏ,ċ)ċ
1* 5ŏŏāčĀĀŏ,ċ)ċŏġŏĆčĀĀŏ,ċ)ċ

Monday - Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

FALL 2011
LEARN SOMETHING NEW!

GUESS WHAT I DID TODAY?

Music & Movement
Private Lessons
Suzuki Instruction
Computer Composition
Music Therapy
Dalcroze Eurythmics
Ensembles
Music, Math & Movement

I formed a hypothesis!
I played the starring role!
I explored world cultures!
I spoke a foreign language!
When your child spends their day at
The Music Settlement, we guarantee
they’ll tell you all about it.

Enroll Today!
Call 216-421-5806 ext. 100

3 out of 3 stars

For more information on our awardwinning Preschool/Day School programs, call
216-241-5806, ext. 160 today!

THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT...FOR LEARNING. FOR LIVING. FOR LIFE.
April 29, 1912...the day The Music Settlement opened its doors. In the nearly 100 years since that day, we’ve helped tens of thousands of people of all ages
throughout Northeast Ohio to make music and arts a meaningful part of their lives. Whether it’s music lessons, early childhood classes, or music therapy,
we have something for everyone. Don’t you think it’s time you got to know us? Fall classes start September 7th. Call today!
Programs are generously funded by:

For more information, call 216-421-5806, ext. 100
or visit www.TheMusicSettlement.org
11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland, OH 44106
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community news

Youth at forum see lack of
activities for young people
Vince Reddy and Kris Hopkins

Open Doors Academy, a nonprofit
out-of-school-hours program for local
youth, hosted a community forum on
July 14, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
The forum, moderated by Open Doors
executive director Annemarie Grassi,
provided an opportunity for young
people to discuss Cleveland Heights’s
new curfew policy and the incidents
leading to its enactment. The curfew
restricts the presence of minors in the
Coventry and Cedar Lee commercial
districts after 6 p.m.
For the first hour or so, only those
under the age of 21 spoke. The 30 or so
youths in attendance expressed varying
points of view, including the idea that
too many kids in one place often leads to
trouble and that Coventry, a “big scene,”
has always attracted young people.
Courtney, age 20, called Coventry
a huge party area where kids see adults
“getting away with lots of stuff,” and
suggested that maybe the city direct its
enforcement efforts at college kids first.
A recurring theme was that there
is not enough for teenagers to do, especially close to home. Coventry is attractive because it has a park and numerous
eateries and it is a safe place to hang out.
Some pointed to youth nights, which
were offered in the past at the Cleveland

Heights Observer Staff

Heights. Black kids won’t listen to white
kids, according to one speaker. Another
said that if kids confronted other kids
about their behavior, it could cause the
problem to escalate. A few participants
suggested that parents needed to be
more engaged.
Toward the end of the forum, adults
were given the chance to comment. Judi
Miles talked about teens’ ability to influence one another, and another adult got
a positive repsonse when asking if a citywide arts ensemble would be helpful.
Asked if the new curfew was a “Jim
Crow law” that should be repealed immediately, most of the young respondents said they didn’t think it should
be repealed right away. Though the
curfew was not seen as racially biased,
one person saw the police practice of
banging their nightsticks on the ground
as having a tinge of Jim Crow.
At the end of the forum, Grassi told
the teens that she was committed to
working with them to “figure out what
they need to be successful adults, work
on building teen/police relationships
and find ways to support youth coming together, so they can be agents of
change.”

Heights Community Center, as a good
alternative.

Another participant
stated that some
people don’t know
how to settle their
differences without
fighting, and suggested that making Coventry and
Cedar Lee off limits
would cause people
to migrate to other
places, such as Cain
Park.
Some thought that better youth/police relationships could address some of
the problems. Some youth reported being
intimidated by the police. Another said
that “to actually have a relationship with
the police, put them in the schools so kids
can get next to them and learn how their
jobs work and open up discussions.”
Another theme that arose was
the scale of the problem—something
beyond the scope of just Cleveland

(216) 392-1335

New Facebook page
for Coventry Neighbors
Coventry Village has a history of neighborhood organizing, and it is in that spirit
that a new Facebook page for Coventry
Village residents has been created.
“I hope the page will promote communication, cooperation and friendship among
Coventry Village residents,” said Sarah Wean,
who lives on East Overlook Road and set up
the site. “Facebook is a terrific way to share
information and ideas, and provide an outlet
for neighbors to meet one another and work
together on issues of interest.”
Registration with Facebook is required for access. Posting is open to all
Coventry Village residents. Go to www.
facebook.com and search for “Coventry
Village Neighbors” to join.
Questions? Call Sarah Wean at 216932-2936.

TASTE

A place for food, wine, fun
Exciting Wines
Creative Cuisine
Dazzling Martinis
2317 Lee Rd. ~ Cleveland Heights
216-932-9100
www.tastefoodwine.com

Vince Reddy and Kris Hopkins are longtime
Cleveland Heights residents and members of
the FutureHeights board of directors.

Dinner Tues-Sat 5pm - 10pm
Mon 5pm - 9pm
Free parking in rear

class1pavers@sbcglobal.net

The one & only Hann family
owned HVAC & plumbing
business in Cleveland

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers
Save 30%!
Ask for Gary or Mike
(216) 392-1335

Specializing in Residential Driveways
Asphalt & Concrete, Sealcoating

Discount on Kitchens, Bathrooms, Siding,
Basement Waterproofing & Windows
1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd.
Financing Available
www.class1pavers.com

The Hann family
has added a familiar Heights
face to our team!

Jeff Coryell
for Cleveland Heights City Council

BILL SHECK, formerly of Seitz-Agin

Progressive Leadership
Leadership
For
For Our
Our Community
Community

Hardware, brings 32 years of experience
assisting homeowners in our community.
A trusted and knowledgeable addition
to our business in all areas of home
maintenence, Bill expands our
list of special services to serve
you better than ever.

www.CoryellForCouncil.com - Vote November 8th
Paid for by Coryell For Council, James J. Costello, Treasurer, 3316 Clarendon Rd, Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
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TREAT YOURSELF
shellac manicure for just $30.00*
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Over 99% of our
customers have referred
us to their friends and
family and you will too.
Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462

Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm, Wed 8 am - 8 pm,
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm, Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

HEATING / COOLING / PLUMBING / BOILERS

216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380

216-932-9755

2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
www.dreamspainc.com • www.quintanasbarbershop.com
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Richard stewart

Youth of coventry continued from page 7

Forum attendees wait in line for a chance to speak at one of two microphones.

Emotions run high at forum on youth issues
Lewis Pollis

On uly 18, about 150 people filled a
meeting room at the Lee Road Library
for a Heights Community Congress
forum. They were there to discuss the
recent problems with flash mobs and
the new Special Curfew Districts at
Coventry Village and Cedar Lee.
Topics of discussion ranged from
issues of flash mobs and social media,
to safety and security, to the fairness
and effectiveness of the new curfew
laws. Kasey Greer, Heights Community
Congress executive director, facilitated
the discussion by posing questions to
the audience, which included such local
officials as Cuyahoga County Council
Member Julian Rogers and Cleveland
Heights Mayor Edward Kelley.
Tom Longo, former Garfield
Heights mayor, one of the first attendees to speak, warned of the importance
of how people perceive security. Longo
likened the situation in Cleveland
Heights, with the Coventry Street
Fair, to one that Garfield Heights had

faced with its Home Days festival. “It
destroyed us,” he said.
The first emotional moment of the
night came after one speaker called the
troublemakers in the flash mobs “urban
terrorists.”
“I had to breathe real deep after
that last comment,” said Beatrice Tolls.
She defended the crowds at the street
fair, who she said had merely run down
the street. “That is all they did. That is
not illegal in this country.”
John Nelson, of the Youth of Coventry, said the issue of offering more
constructive activities for youth—a
need voiced by multiple speakers—was
not new. “There had to be a riot on
Coventry for you to understand that we
need something to do in this city,” he
said. He cited the Heights Libraries as
an example of an organization that was
already providing activities for adolescents.
Eric Johnson said that the community has been “asking the wrong
question,” and needs to focus more on
encouraging civility than responding to

delinquency. “It takes a crisis to become
civically engaged,” he said. “We get what
we give.”
Johnson called on those in attendance to dedicate some of their time to
making a difference in the lives of local
youth. “When you walk out of this room
. . . are you going to sit on the sidelines
or are you going to get in?” he asked.
In what was perhaps the tensest
moment of the evening, Kathy Wray
Coleman was booed by the audience for
her assertion that the new curfew laws
are “targeting the black community.”
She said that the curfew violates the
14th Amendment and suggested that,
next, “we will have to ride in the back
of the bus.”
Bill Swain from Revolution Books
agreed with Coleman, calling the curfew “totally racist” and “an actual Jim
Crow.”
The incident at the street fair was
“fairly minimal,” Swain said, but the
community reaction “creates racism
among very good people.”
Cleveland Heights Police Chief
Jeffrey Robertson flatly denied the allegations of racism. “The ordinance does
not target the black population,” he
said. “Our officers deal with everybody
equally.”
Robertson also said that, to this
point, the police department is “still
trying to get the word out to the youth.”
Police have been informing minors of
the curfew when they stop them during
restricted hours. Only two kids have
been arrested under the new ordinance
so far, when they went back to the Cedar
Lee district after police had asked them
to leave.

We are the best place to shop for your Tempur-Pedic.

• Free Pillow • Free Delivery • Free Financing

1812 COVENTRY RD 216-320-9761

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown
University.

SleepSourceUSA.com
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nance said and the rationale behind it.
“The issue is that a lot of people just
don’t know the full extent of what’s going on,” Walker said. “If they do, they’ll
be with us.”
One of the most passionate issues for
Youth of Coventry is the perceived racism in the new curfew ordinance. After
the group Imperial Women protested
against this alleged bias in front of city
hall on July 18, Walker, who is black, remarked that the protest’s leader, Kathy
Wray Coleman, “thinks she’s speaking
for the black kids when . . . she’s not.”
“I don’t see any evidence of racial
discrimination,” Colie told council after the protest. Colie then invited any
young people who thought the law was
racist to join Youth of Coventry to share
their perspectives.
Tyson Russell, 21—currently the
oldest member of the group—echoed
Colie’s philosophy of inclusiveness, saying, “We’re open to suggestions. We’re
open to anyone who wants to stand up
and speak.”
Nelson and Waltrip are no longer
part of Youth of Coventry, but the group
they created plans to stick around for a
while. Walker said he hopes to have them
registered as a 501(c)3 organization—a
process Caplan has helped advise them
about—within the next three months.
Walker said that he hopes to expand
Youth of Coventry beyond Cleveland
Heights, either by bringing young
people from other cities into the group
or by setting up a network of similar
organizations throughout the county.
Russell, who was elected treasurer
of the group even though it has no funds
yet, said the organization’s officers are
in place so that, “when we get big, we’ll
be ready.”
“We plan to be around as long as we
are needed,” Walker said, adding, “We
feel like we are definitely needed.”
Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown
University.
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$15 DISCOUNT FOR NEW CLIENTS!

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

1814 coventry rd • cleveland hts • 216-371-4FUn (4386)

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter
for over 35 Years!

WE BUY OLD TOYS!

Interior • Exterior

We Sell: ColleCtibleS • Cleveland SouvenirS
Superhero FigurineS • vintage video gameS
ClaSSiC Candy • greeting CardS & gag giFtS
StiCkerS & magnetS • toyS & gameS For all ageS
toyS From the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s & 90’s

Unique Services For
Seniors And Those With
Limited Mobility
• Art • Writing • Music
• Interior Design • Yoga & More!
We Visit Your Home
Or Group Living Community

216-529-0360

voted one of 20 Coolest Stores in america by playboy.com
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community news

Deanna Bremer Fisher

About 30 residents packed the courtroom of Judge Patrick F. Corrigan
on July 6 to support their neighbor,
Michael Madison, who was assaulted
in June. The neighbors got what they
wanted; the 17-year-old accused in the
incident is behind bars until at least
Aug. 1, when he will appear in court
again for a determination of probable
cause. If cause is found, a date will be
set to determine if he will be tried as
an adult.
After dinner on Lee Road on June
18, Madison, his wife Julie, and two
friends were walking toward their home
on Corydon Road at around 10:55 p.m.,
when they noticed they were being followed by a young male who had been
hanging out with a small group near the
library. The youth punched Madison in
the face, knocking him to the ground.
Madison required stitches, according to
reports of the assault.
Madison’s alleged attacker faces two
counts: felonious assault and aggravated
robbery. Ryan Miday of the Cuyahoga
County Prosecutor’s Office said that
the seriousness of the crime and the
three pending cases against the suspect
are why he is in the juvenile detention
center. “This is a major victory,” said
Madison of the ruling. “[This attacker]
went from playing video games at home
to spending time in jail.” Madison believes the presence of his neighbors in
court made a difference in the judge’s
decision.
In the wake of this assault, and recent incidents such as the disturbance

after the Coventry Street Fair on June
26, Cleveland Heights residents are
sending a message that the community
will not tolerate criminal behavior.
Resident Anne Finnegan sent an email to her neighbors encouraging them
to attend the July 6 hearing: “We have
a chance to show the juvenile justice
system how we feel about violent youth
in our community.”
“It makes me angry,” said Marilyn
Meadows of Corydon Road. “We can’t
let things like this destroy a community
that we love and support.”
Her husband, Dick Meadows,
agreed. “I was sad and a bit frightened,
but I also feel a real strength in my
neighbors. Many of them took time
off from work to be at the courthouse
to support Michael, and our presence
made a difference,” he said.
Tom Rask and his wife, Jen, have
lived on the street for more than 30
years. “We’ve never seen anything like
this,” he said. “It’s a very walkable neighborhood, and that’s one of the things we
value about living in Cleveland Heights.
I support the city’s new curfew law. It
gives the police another tool to deal
with the problem, and I hope they use
it—sparingly.”
Madison, a psychologist, grew up
in Cleveland, and moved to Cleveland
Heights in 1980. “I liked its diversity
and its beautiful streets,” he said. “I
run and bike everywhere. I’ve been
overwhelmed by the caring and support from my neighbors . . . stopping
by, offering support, inviting us to dinner. One woman, who I had never met
before, brought me a pie.”

Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed Kelley attended the hearing. “I will be with
them throughout this whole process,”
he said. “This behavior is not acceptable in any community, and certainly
not Cleveland Heights.”
Madison was impressed with city
personnel. “Cleveland Heights police
responded rapidly and professionally. Officer McHugh stayed with us and supported
us after the trauma, providing a safe presence. And the next night, the mayor and
police chief came to our house.”
“It’s given me great hope. People
are not going to run away; we’re in this
together. The strange gift of this is
that my love for Cleveland Heights has
deepened,” Madison said.
In the past month, two local groups
hosted community discussions on the
topic of youth violence (see articles in
this issue).
Mayor Kelley declared, “I don’t
want anyone else hurt on my watch.
In the past couple of weeks, Cleveland
Heights Police Chief Jeffrey Robertson has been meeting with the police
chiefs of surrounding communities, and
county officers, to discuss these issues. I
will do my best to ensure that Cleveland
Heights remains the safest city, 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.”
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

It’s true.
Good food
tastes better!

League of women voters
continued from page 1

FutureHeights, as a 501 (c)3 organization, engages in absolutely no
advocacy on behalf of any political
candidate. Nor does the organization expend any funds on behalf of a
particular candidate.
The Heights Observer does not
make endorsements or recommendations. Between July and November,
the Observer will not publish candidate contributions of any kind in
the printed edition of the paper, to

ensure that everyone is treated fairly.
Because the Observer website does not
have space limitations, all candidates
are invited and encouraged to make
submissions at the Heights Observer
website (www.heightsobserver.org) and
the Heights Observer/Blogs (http://
blogs.heightsobserver.org/).

2267 Lee Rd.

216.932.3003

www.stone-oven.com

Jeanette Sloan is an intern at FutureHeights and is studying environmental
studies at Cleveland State University.

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS BMV

LIQUID PLANET

(License Services)

is now hiring

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION!

Jonathan Koslen

Corydon neighbors attend court to
show support for assault victim
(L-R) Adviser Rick Eickhoff, Brian Pestonik, Andy
Lane, adviser Benjamin Lupica, Joel Mullner and
adviser Joe Chinnici.

University Heights
fraternity honored for
autism work
Deena Nyer Mendlowitz

Pop culture gives us its version of what
life is like for frat boys. It almost always
shows a group of self-centered guys
who think only about partying. Unfortunately, it rarely spotlights the kind of
men who make up Beta Theta Pi—and
more specifically, Eta Epsilon—the
John Carroll University chapter of this
fraternity.
The brothers of JCU’s Beta Theta
Pi chapter were honored with the Milestones Volunteer of the Year award at
ninth annual Milestones conference.
Milestones Autism Organization was
created in 2003 to educate Clevelanders
about autism and Asperger’s.
The fraternity adopted Milestones
as its philanthropic focus this past year,
and its members have done much more
than just raise money. They have actively
volunteered at events, joined the Milestones team for the Cleveland Autism
Speaks walk, created more than 200
mobiles for a kids’ craft table, and made
themselves available to help Milestones
in any way they could. Beta Theta Pi
chose Milestones because its members
were looking for a Northeast Ohio organization that assisted children, and
would give them the opportunity to
engage in a service partnership.
The Milestones ninth annual conference took place on June 21, and more
than 900 people attended, a record. The
conference offered 30 workshops and 13
specialized tracks to provide parents,
educators, social workers, doctors and
others with detailed information about
local resources, and to help partcipants
continue learning the best practices
for home, school, community and the
workplace.
For information about Milestones,
visit www.milestones.org, e-mail deena@
milestones.org, or call 216-464-7600.
Deena Mendlowitz is a communications associate at Milestones Autism Organization.
She performs most weekends at Big Dog
Theater in Coventry Village.

2173 S. Taylor Rd., University Heights

(In the shopping center on the corner of S. Taylor and Cedar)

Grand Opening Celebration

Seeking friendly energetic people
with exceptional customer service
skills. The position is fast paced
and team oriented.

8 a.m.-5 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 16
Snacks, refreshments and guest dignitaries throughout the day!

BMVServices Include:

We offer competitive wages
and are expanding locally
and nationally.

• Ohio Driver License • Out of State Vehicle Inspections
• Notary • ID Cards • Vehicle Registrations

Heights Observer
216-320-1423

Send resume to
info@liquid-planet.com

• Laminations, Protective Covers, Nuts/Bolts & other items
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Heights church crosses city lines to support youth
Church of the Master staff

Church of the Master gave a $2,500 grant
to the city of South Euclid for its 2011
Summer Youth Initiative.
The grant comes from American
Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) and its Children in Poverty (CIP)
initiative.
This past spring, Sonya Pryor-Jones,
a South Euclid resident, asked the
church to consider providing support
to a proposal made by Councilwoman
Ruth Gray. Pryor-Jones, an education and

associated with Church of the Master,
they reminisce with a smile, whether
they now live in Willoughby, Chagrin
Falls or Lakewood, or still live in the
Heights. It is our mission to return to
those days of being both missionary and
sanctuary to our youth,” Hunter said.
The church moved to Cleveland
Heights in 1921. “We have the benevolent seeds of John D. and Laura Spelman
Rockefeller planted in our church family
tree,” continued Hunter. “Of course, we
would give!”
For more information, go to www.
thechurchofthemaster.com, call 216-3811001, or e-mail churchofthemaster@
sbcglobal.net.

Church of the Master is located
in Cleveland Heights, in a community
that has more than 170,000 school-age
children. The church has historically
made youth ministry a cornerstone of
its mission.
Rev. Rena B. Hunter has pastored
the congregation for more than eight
years. “Many adults in their 50s and
60s will remember Teen Town, a highly
successful event sponsored by Church
of the Master that attracted hundreds
of teens from all over the city in the
1960s and 70s. When I tell people I am

organizational development consultant,
submitted a proposal to the denomination’s mission department on behalf of
Church of the Master.
“Research shows that where and
how youth spend their time outside
of school has critical implications for
their development,” Pryor-Jones said.
“Impoverished youth, in particular,
benefit from participation in structured
activities that offer constructive interaction with adults and peers, service and
leadership opportunities, and challenging, engaging tasks.”

Former Coventry School adds tenants
With the recent additions of the Cleveland Sight Center (CSC) and its Bright
Futures preschool program, the former
Coventry School is busier than it’s been
since the building was closed in 2007.
Cleveland Heights officials, along with
Sight Center and InfoCision employees,
celebrated the new enterprises at a midday open house on July 20.
InfoCision, a large call-center company, is training CSC clients to become
eligible for employment in telemarketing services in nonprofit fundraising,
direct-to-consumer sales and businessto-business applications.
“We’ve created an InfoCision call
center right here in the facility. People
go through extensive training that prepares them to communicate with our

clients’ customers and, at the same time,
creates jobs for them. It’s been a real
win-win situation all around,” said Steve
Brubaker, InfoCision’s chief of staff.
CSC occupies more than 13,000
square feet inside the spacious, openclassroom-style former elementary
school. Its mission is to empower people
with impaired vision to realize their full
potential, and to educate the community about that potential.
At its April meeting the Cleveland
Heights City Council approved a $15,000
loan to the Sight Center from the Community Development Block Grant fund.
CSC’s preschool program provides
an alternative preschool experience for
children ages 3 to 5, with a primary or
secondary vision impairment/blindness.
We prepare kids for kindergarten
by teaching pre-braille skills,” said Sylvia

deanna bremer fisher

Richard Stewart

Volunteer Nicole Becka plays with preschoolers
Kareem Foster (left) and Russell Hinderman.

Snyder, program director. “We help them
domesticate and explore their worlds
with their hands, differentiate texture
and navigate the world around them.”
Snyder said that last year the program served 14 children, 8 of whom were
vision impaired. Ten of them moved on
to kindergarten this year. The program
is now seeking additional participants,
including non-vision-impaired children

from the neighborhood.
The addition of the new tenants marks
a high point in the four-year transition from
elementary school to an active facility. For
almost two years, local residents prepared
to welcome the Music Settlement but
that plan was abandoned last August, after
Music Settlement officials were unable
to raise the funds necessary to make the
project a reality. The Ensemble Theatre,
which formerly performed at the Cleveland
Playhouse, moved into space in the former
school in February.
Residents, school personnel, and
families are invited to contact the
Cleveland Sight Center (216-658-8777)
to discuss or observe the preschool program as a possible placement option.
Richard Stewart is president of Digizoom
Media, a Cleveland Heights-based video
production company and a member of the
FutureHeights Board of Directors.

Flexibility. Choice. That’s Judson Smart Living at Home.
Smart Living at Home is a Judson program that brings
the trusted Judson name to individuals in their homes,
on their terms. You can easily customize our services
to your specifications, so you only pay for the services
you want, when you need them. Be proactive about
your future. Age successfully in your own home with
Judson Smart Living at Home. Call Melissa Schneeweis
at (216) 791-3211 or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.

at Home

Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle
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heights library

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public
Library Board

ler oversee volunteers who are digitizing old
photographs for inclusion in The Cleveland
Memory Project (www.clevelandmemory.
org).
• More than 200 children watched the Cinderella Around the Globe program.
• Coventry Village Library hosted psychic
mediums Carolyn Molnar and Ben Gleisser,
who spoke about their book, Compassionate
Messenger. They now live in Toronto, but
Coventry was Ben’s first library.

meeting highlights
JUNE 20, 2011
Board Vice President Esther Moss was absent.
Increasing network storage
The board approved technology expenditures
in the amount of $25,720 to include increasing
network storage from four to twelve terabytes and
acquiring a more powerful PC for the creation of
media by the webmaster.
Connect Ohio
Starting in September the library will partner with
Connect Ohio to offer certified beginner computer
training. Connect Ohio is a national public/private, technology neutral program with the goal of
increasing online connection by the public. After
six hours of training, customers will be eligible for
discounts on computer equipment. The library will
be reimbursed for providing the training.
Insignificant savings from mergers
In August 2010 the Ohio Local Government
Reform and Collaboration Commission issued
a final report. One of its recommendations was

that the State Library of Ohio research issues of
collaborations, mergers, and consolidation of
library systems. The state library, along with the
Ohio Library Council, completed that research
and one of the conclusions in its June 16, 2011
report is that merging library systems would not
generate great savings.
April public service report highlights:
• Noble’s reopening day on May 23 hosted
1,100 people. The back entrance, first floor
bathroom and PLAYroom received many
compliments.
• In partnership with Rap Art, the library will
host a series of conversations with teens this
summer.
• The library introduced its Blu-ray collection
of 152 items. These were checked out 514
times in the first three weeks.
• The University Heights branch added an
additional outside security camera due to an
increase in disruptive incidents during afterschool hours. Last fall there was repeated
vandalism of the large planters.
• Kristen Rosebrock-Hayes and Heather Howi-

Jason Stein appointed to city council
Board Member Jason Stein has recently been appointed to fill the seat on Cleveland Heights City
Council vacated by Mark Tumeo. The board discussed whether to recruit applicants for his library
board seat now or wait until November when
another member will be chosen by the school board
as President Audrey Cole rotates off the board.
LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.

RATS, CATS, TRASH—and books
Carole Wallencheck

You wouldn’t think any organization
would be proud of being filled with
RATS, CATS and TRASH, but at the
Heights Libraries those acronyms have
special meaning. RATS are Readers’ Advisory Team Services (for adults), CATS
are Children’s Advisory Team Services,
and TRASH stands for Teen Readers’
Advisory Super Heroes. Their mission
is simple—helping patrons find their
next good book.
With all the emphasis on new
methods of delivering information, and
keeping up with the changing needs of
communities for entertainment, meeting space and various forms of electronic
media, the readers’ advisors at Heights
Libraries have not forgotten that one
of life’s greatest pleasures can be sitting
down with a compelling, comforting,
inspiring or thrilling story to read. The
staff members can recommend a variety
of novels, nonfiction, short stories and

biographies, carefully matched to an
individual’s reading tastes. Well-meaning
friends may suggest their own favorites,
and family members may gift a relative
with the latest bestseller at birthday
time, but library staff go beyond that and
take the time to discover what patrons
enjoy (or don’t enjoy).
By learning a patron’s likes and
dislikes, librarians can customize their
recommendations. Keeping up with
the newest releases and trends, they
can help readers find books they may be
unfamiliar with; match them to stories
set in their favorite country or time
period; offer a well-written non-fiction
book that illuminates the novel they
are reading; guide the teen whose tastes
are changing; and unearth new favorites
for kids who don’t know what to read
since Harry finally defeated Voldemort.
Whether one’s interests are cozy mysteries, ancient Rome or modern Scandinavia, hard-core action, mythical fantasies,
glitzy romance, time-honored children’s

classics or graphic novels, librarians love
to put good books in patrons’ hands.
The readers’ advisors of Heights
Libraries are found at all four locations,
and offer a variety of blogs, printed
lists, displays with reading suggestions,
book discussion groups and in-person
assistance. Visit and talk with them, and
experience the joys of heading home,
to the coffee shop, or to the beach with
that next intriguing read.

Carole Wallencheck is an adult services
reference librarian at the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library.

What’s going on
at your library?
Summer fun is still going strong at the
Heights Libraries. Below is a partial listing of programs for August. Visit www.
heightslibrary.org for more details.
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Thursday, Aug. 11, 6 p.m.
Step Out of Time Series: Betty and Gary
Walczak present “Vitality and Health with
Essential Oils”
Monday, Aug. 15, 7 p.m.
Reading Comics: Marvel 1602 by Neil Gaiman
and Andy Kubert
Tuesday, Aug. 30, 7:30 p.m.
Ukulele Jam!
Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Thursdays, Aug. 4–25, 3:30 p.m.
Game Days: A different Wii game each week!
(Grades K–5.)
Tuesdays, Aug. 9 and 23, 7 p.m.
Knitting Night
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 7 p.m.
“One World, Many Stories” Summer Reading
Party for Kids
Tuesday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Third Tuesday Book Club: People of the
Book by Geraldine Brooks
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Fridays, Aug. 5–26, 10:30 a.m.
Reading Rumpus
Saturday, Aug. 27, 12 p.m.
Early Literacy PLAY Room Open House
University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road
216-321-4700
Wednesdays, Aug. 3–31, 12:30 p.m.
Senior Spot: Programs for Seniors
Wednesdays, Aug. 3–31, 2 p.m.
Stories in the Park (at Purvis Park, University
Heights)
Tuesdays, Aug. 9–30, 6 p.m.
“The World in Your Neighborhood” Foreign
Film Series

New Location –
in the Garden Room
of Paysage
216-321-4114

3477 Fairmount
Blvd.
3477
Fairmount
Blvd.
3451 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland
Heights
Cleveland
Heights
Cleveland Heights,
Ohio 44118

216.321.4114
www.heightsfloralshoppe.com
216.321.4114
www.heightsfloralshoppe.blogspot.com

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.

free delivery
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*Mention this ad to (One
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free delivery
on your Easter flowers.

MASTER HANDYMAN, LLC
(One free delivery per household.)

Heights Libraries financial report now available
Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library has completed,
and made available to the public, its
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
(CAFR).
The CAFR includes complete details
of the library’s financial activity in 2010,
including revenues, expenses, and balance
sheets for all funds, as well as statistical

information.
Copies of the CAFR may be reviewed
by request to the library’s fiscal officer at
2345 Lee Road in the administrative
offices. The CAFR is also available for
download on the library’s website, www.
heightslibrary.org/page/board.

Carpentry • Plumbing • Roof Repairs • Electrical
We Specialize in Garage Repairs

CALL DAN AT (216) 324-1369
SINCE 1991

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community
relations manager for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library.

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

2011 Best of the Heights Awards
Vote for your favorite local business. Now through Aug. 31
Ballot on back page, or vote online at www.futureheights.org
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Parenting Q & A

feel that he or she has failed. Here are
some tips to help you get through this
tough time.
• First, tantrums are normal. They
provide release from stress and frustration. For two-year-olds, tantrums
release feelings the way a good cry or
a workout at the gym does for adults.
Try not to stop the tantrum, but rather, try to guide it. If you are at home,
sit quietly by her while she rages. If
you are in public, find a space where
she can carry on. Be prepared to leave
a full grocery cart in the store or a full
plate of food in a restaurant.
• Although tantrums usually appear as
an out-of-proportion response to an
incident, it is essentially “the straw
that broke the camel’s back.” For this
reason, tantrums are unpredictable
and seem unwarranted. Don’t try to
analyze it while it’s happening, but
talk about it afterward. Help your
child come up with words to describe
her feelings. Let her know that you
understand.
• Remember that tantrums are most
likely to occur right before or during periods of big developmental
growth. For example, when cognitive
development surges ahead of language
development, many two-year-olds ex-

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Family
Connections, fields questions about the daily
ups and downs of parenting. The same issues
impact many parents. If you have questions
for Barrett, e-mail her at ebarrett@familyconnections1.org.
Q. I have a sweet and curious 2 1/2-yearold daughter, except when she melts
down into a completely head-turning
temper tantrum, which seems to be happening a lot lately. It’s so unpredictable-it happens at home, in a store and sometimes at her grandparents’ home. When
they occur, I feel completely helpless. I
don’t what causes them or how to make

them better. What can we do?
A. There are few parenting challenges

greater than tantrums. Their ability to
reduce happy kids (and grown-ups) to a
puddle on the floor is striking. Add to
this feelings of shame, embarrassment,
failure as parents, plus the advice we
get from others, and any parent might

Books A Go-Go Program continues

perience frustration. Their ideas and
desires are strong and clear to them,
but the ability to communicate effectively is lacking. Head off tantrums
by giving simple and clear information
about impending transitions or expectations. For example, tell her “You can
play for 10 more minutes, then we are
going to the store.”
• Two-year-olds are egocentric. They
know what they want, but they lack
the ability to see other people’s point
of view. Add to that a desire for independence, and most two-year-olds are
on a collision course with you and the
rest of the world. Give limited choices
and avoid open-ended questions. At
bedtime say, “It is time to get ready
for bed now.” Then offer a simple
choice: “Would you like to wear your
blue pajamas or red pajamas?”
• Don’t take tantrums personally. Children do not have them to get back at
or embarrass you. Remain calm and
close by.
• Finally, like any other parenting strategies, knowing your child and yourself
is key to dealing with tantrums. Follow your own good instincts for ways
to handle tantrums that are in accord
with your child’s temperament and
your parenting style.

No summer break
for school support
Lisa Manzari

As parks, pools, camps and libraries keep
students busy this summer, “Go Public!
Great Schools are Everybody’s Business”
encourages all parents and community
members to stay or become involved in
CH-UH district schools.
In late June, Go Public!, along
with Reaching Heights, hosted a discussion with Stacy Stuhldreher, coordinator
of elementary curriculum, about the district’s plans for elementary instruction.
Jeff Talbert, assistant superintendent,
also addressed questions and concerns
from an audience of about 30.
This past spring, the Go Public!
Book Drive collected and distributed
more than 2,000 books to elementary
school students throughout the CH-UH
district.
“My students were thrilled to receive these books,” said Laura Preston,
Title I reading specialist at Boulevard
Elementary. “They were especially excited to know that someone donated the
books to them, and that each book had
real meaning to another child. I made a

All CH-UH elementary schools are open each Thursday evening from 5–7 p.m. through Aug. 11
for Books A Go-Go. The district invites families to enjoy crafts, games, stories and book check
out. There is no charge for the program, and no advanced registration is needed.

Borders is Gone!
Joseph-Beth is Closed!
Where can Cleveland-area
booklovers find scads of
vintage, out-of-print and rare
books & paper?
Mark Your Calendars!
On Sunday, October 2, the Northern Ohio Bibliophilic
Society (NOBS) will host a one-day Book and Paper
Show featuring more than two dozen quality dealers
offering the best in hard-to-find books, including
newer, out-of-print and exquisitely rare volumes. Join
us at the Cleveland Skating Club, 2500 Kemper Road,
Shaker Heights, from 10am to 5pm. Admission is $5
at the door, $3 for students. www.nobsweb.org.

big deal of the fact that their book had a
history.” Preston added that she thought
the book drive was a great way for the
whole community to support public
schools.
District and elementary school
staff were cr ucial in seeing that
children were matched up with books
that suited their reading level and
interest. Credit is due to the local
businesses, schools and libraries that
were drop-off locations throughout
the Heights. A special thanks to Mac’s
Backs and Renaissance Unity Church;
each donated a few hundred books to
the drive.
“I am so pleased that our first effort
to engage the community was a success,”
said founder Joan Sperl. “It’s a small
but critical first step to show that if we
work together, we can make a positive
difference for the schools in our community.”
To learn more, e-mail Lisa Manzari
at womanzari@ameritech.net.

Lisa Manzari is the communications director
for “Go Public!”
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Replacement Windows
x Increase Energy Efficiency

CALL US NOW FOR A
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MICHAEL WOLPERT
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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216 870 2638

Mayfield Heights, OH 44124

MichaelWolpert26@hotmail.com
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Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Board
meeting highlights

(“step 3”) wherein the board hears a grievance.
He believed the union had not received a response
to its letter asking the board to hear the grievance
submitted on behalf of Barry Egan, Heights High’s
head basketball coach, whose contract had not been
renewed. Treasurer Scott Gainer stated that the issue
of board response to step 3 in the grievance process
had come up in previous years and that legal counsel
had communicated with the union in regard to this
particular grievance. Klein replied that the union believes this procedural issue has not been satisfactorily
addressed over the past seven years and urged the
board to clarify the process.

JULY 5, 2011
All board members were present.
Fall school levy
The Lay Finance Committee recommended that
a 7.2 mil levy be placed on the November 2011
ballot. The need is based on a stable enrollment,
a decrease in estimated property tax collection
to 91.7 percent, and cuts the district has already
made. A 7.2 mil levy would last three years and
is the same amount as the previous levy, which
was the lowest in 30 years. If it doesn’t pass, the
committee determined that an 18 mil levy would
be needed in 2012 just to “stay afloat” and avoid
fiscal emergency, which would require borrowing
from the state.
Treasurer Scott Gainer provided alternative
models, e.g., for 6.9 mils and 6.5 mils, with the necessary budget cuts for the fall of 2011. He reminded
the board that the previous levy monies had been
stretched to four years and typically the subsequent
levy would be for an increase, but the Lay Finance
Committee had recommended no increase. Had
there been no salary freeze, the needed millage
would be 8.2 mils. Gainer and Superintendent
Douglas Heuer said that, to bring down the millage,
numerous small administrative cuts could be made
that wouldn’t affect academic programming. The
board approved a 6.9 mil levy.
Gifted and enrichment programs
Jane Simeri, coordinator of gifted and arts, along

with other staff, explained the new program. Most
importantly, gifted programming, presently available in all elementary buildings, will be shifted to
only two buildings. Students and their families must
decide whether to change schools to take advantage of the gifted program. Students not meeting
state criteria for giftedness, but whose performance
indicates they need a separate curriculum, will be
clustered at their home schools.
The change is proposed because the provision
of gifted activities during the math and reading
blocks did not meet the needs of all students, some
identified students were insufficiently challenged,
and the current program has become financially
burdensome.
A program called Primary Education Thinking
Skills (PETS) will be at all elementary schools to
provide all students with enrichment opportunities
and to identify additional students as gifted. PETS
will expose every child to high-quality critical
thinking and problem-solving experiences through
whole-group lessons and the use of small groups
to practice these skills.

LWV observer: Cassandra Talerico-Kaplin.
JULY 12, 2011
All board members were present.
Facilities Planning Committee
This committee was formed to review and analyze
the validity of the Ohio School Facilities Commission’s assessment. This included reviewing and
analyzing learning environments, facilities’ planning options, and funding options and developing
specific recommendations.
Their presentation revealed that despite the
best efforts of staff, the buildings are worn and
troubled by outmoded systems, and solutions have
been underfunded. Additions to the nine buildings
built prior to 1970 undermine their architectural
integrity and often reduce natural light. Changes
in educational technology have created new challenges for their electrical systems. On the positive

[The online publication of this report presents details
of the board’s response to this presentation.]
Grievance procedure
Cleveland Heights Teachers’ Union Vice President Ari
Klein requested that the board describe the process

side, the schools are structurally sound. Many
have new roofs, windows and other upgrades.
Older buildings have historic value and architectural integrity.
Data suggests that students perform better
in newer/updated schools. The district lacks
flexible spaces that can yield higher outcomes
at lower costs. Minimal required repairs and
improvements are estimated to cost more than
$40 million. Current facilities, inefficient in their
use of space, could be reduced from 1,300,000
square feet to 800,000. A building plan based
on 800,000 square feet could range from $170
to $180 million.
The committee felt it needed more input
from the board and the community. No specific
scenarios were recommended. The longer it takes
to act, the higher the cost. The board must balance
replacement versus renovation, and must hire
experts to craft a detailed plan. A ballot initiative
would be required; therefore, community support
is necessary.
New principal and new coach
The board approved Joseph Nicklos as the new
principal of Oxford Elementary School and Andrew
Suttell as high school head basketball coach.
LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.

Garrett Morgan returns to enrich learning at Boulevard Elementary School

Susie Kaeser

I’m a regular at Lake View Cemetery.
It’s a grand place to walk, view nature
and enjoy the seasons while experiencing Cleveland history. The headstones
tell so much.
My route frequently passes by the
grave of Garrett A. Morgan, the AfricanAmerican inventor, philanthropist and
publisher who is credited with more
than 40 inventions, including the gas
mask and traffic lights. This spot is special. It’s a reminder of how empowering
a great school project can be.

Let me explain. Planted on the road
just a few feet from Morgan’s modest
1- by 2-foot ground-level polished
marble headstone, is one of 12 plaques
installed as part of the 125th anniversary
of the cemetery, to call attention to
the graves of significant contributors
to Cleveland’s history. This plaque is
unique. It was funded by the children
of Boulevard Elementary School.
I was there on July 17, 1994, the day
when two members of the Morgan family and the children in Sandy Axner and
Sue Taylor’s third and fourth grade combined class stood together to witness
the unveiling of the plaque. My son was
among the 54 student philanthropists
who put their minds, hearts, and actions
to work to “set the record straight,” and,

courtesy Susie Kaeser

THE COMMON
GOOD

Boulevard Elementary School students and their families gathered at Garrett Morgan's grave to witness
the unveiling of a plaque they purchased to honor the African-American inventor on July 17, 1994.

through this project, learned so much
about activism and what a group of committed people—even children—can do
to make change.
It all started in the fall of 1993 when
the students started their research on
Cleveland history. The two teachers
valued real connections as part of every
lesson, so a visit to Lake View Cemetery
seemed like a logical way to bring some
history to life. After touring Garfield’s
monument and visiting John D. Rockefeller’s towering obelisk, they found
Garrett Morgan’s modest grave tucked
away at the far edges of the cemetery. It
was a powerful contrast that upset the
students, who thought it fell short in
representing his significance to history.
They felt there was an injustice and they
wanted to do something about it. They
wanted to set the record straight.
Axner, who still teaches at Boulevard, remembers that their history lesson ignited student passions and history
suddenly connected to them. The best
thing one can ever hope for in teaching
followed: the students took the lead!
Several months after their cemetery
visit, they had named a campaign, de-

Heights senior attends elite economics and
leadership program
Angee Shaker

As economic issues command attention
across our nation and the world, the next
generation of leaders is already being
trained and educated in the foundations
of our economy. Julia Gay, a senior at
Cleveland Heights High School, has been
recognized as one of those future leaders.
She spent part of her summer participating in Economics for Leaders, an elite
program at the College of Wooster. Gay
was one of only 32 students from the
entire country to be identified as a future
leader and invited to attend.
During this week-long program, held
July 10–17, students gained an understanding of economic reasoning principles
and how to employ these concepts for
successful and effective leadership. Economics for Leaders is conducted by the
Foundation for Teaching Economics.

Julia Gay

The goal of the Economics for Leaders
program is to give promising students
the skills to be more effective leaders and
to teach them how to employ economic
analysis when considering difficult public
policy issues. The Foundation for Teaching Economics is committed to finding
and nurturing those budding leaders.
Angee Shaker is director of communications
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.
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veloped posters and news stories, and
plotted a strategy for giving greater recognition to Garrett Morgan. They raised
more than $200 by selling their toys,
popcorn and surprise bags, and gave it to
Lake View. The plaque they purchased
is still there reminding people about
this important African American. The
students were changed forever.
I have some good news for those
25- and 26-year-olds who honored Garrett
Morgan 17 years ago: Garrett Morgan will
once again be a source of project-based
learning for Boulevard students.
Call it serendipity. Or what goes
around comes around. This July, Boulevard received preliminary approval for
a large grant from the Garrett Morgan
Foundation to support project-based
lessons as part of the school’s new
emphasis on science and technology. If
they are as empowering as the 1993 history lesson, the grant will surely change
another generation of students.
Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleveland Heights. She is the former director of
Reaching Heights and current board member
of the Home Repair Resource Center.
www.heightsobserver.org
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CH-UH hires new Oxford School principal
Joseph Nicklos will join the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City School
District in September as the new principal of Oxford Elementary School.
Denice Leddy, who was Oxford Elementary’s principal during the 2010–11
school year, will begin her new position
as the district’s coordinator of testing/
accountability on Aug. 8.
“We’re delighted to have Nicklos as
our new Oxford Elementary principal,
and we’re confident he will work well
with our teachers, students and the
community to make Oxford Elementary
an even more vibrant school,” Superintendent Douglas Heuer said. “And, as
Denice Leddy proved during her year as

Oxford principal, she has the vision and
skills to move our curriculum forward.
We’re very fortunate to have both Joseph
and Denice in our district.”
Nicklos was principal of Garfield
Heights Middle School during the last
school year and has 29 years of experience as a guidance counselor, social
studies teacher, principal and assistant
principal, working at the middle school
and high school levels.
In her role as the district’s coordinator of testing/accountability, Leddy will focus on testing and
account-ability standards to ensure
that students reach their potential and
that CH-UH schools are constantly
improving.
Leddy’s predecessor, Caroline Kac-

ch-uh city school district

Angee Shaker

Joseph Nicklos, named new Principal of Oxford
Elementary School.

zala, had served in the position for 20
years before retiring this summer.
Angee Shaker is director of communications for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District.

Facilities committee offers renovation plan to school board
James Helmsworth

After more than a year of research and
planning, Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District’s facilities
committee made a five-point recommendation to the board of education
on how to renovate the district’s facilities.
The committee stated that renovation must occur rapidly as it will become
more costly the longer structures are
allowed to deteriorate. The July 12 meeting was held in a nearly empty Wiley
Middle School auditorium.
The committee noted the need to
balance renovation and replacement.
The Ohio School Facilities Commission

its structural facilities. The facilities
committee agrees. Though no buildings are at risk of collapsing, many suffer from poor lighting, dismal athletic
facilities, and leaking windows.
The committee’s position is that
the longer the district waits to fix
problems such as these, the worse the
district facilities will fare compared to
neighboring districts.
The district must have the funds
to carry out an extensive renovation of
facilities, the committee recommended.
The minimum cost of repairs would be
an estimated $40 million, with one firm
estimating the costs at $225 million.
The facilities committee said that a
capital bond issue would be needed to
raise funds for a comprehensive renovation program.
The facilities committee recommended hiring designers to start crafting
an actual plan for reconstruction and
stated that the district needs input from
parents and the community when planning.
While neither the district nor the
committee has scheduled any such meetings, committee member Eric Silverman
said, “At this stage, what I foresee is a lot
of meetings where architects and planners meet with residents from various
neighborhoods and ask them what they
like about the current buildings and what
they would like to change.”
Finally, the facilities committee
emphasized that whatever the extent of
the renovation, it needs to be sustainable for 50 or more years. Many of the
schools encountering problems were
constructed in the 1970s.
Two schools have multiple classrooms sharing one large, high-ceiling
space, which has frustrated teachers for
decades due to the poor lighting and
poor acoustics. The facilities committee
wants to ensure that past mistakes are
not repeated. The spaces from the 1970s
are the most likely to be demolished and
rebuilt.
The school board approved the
committee’s findings, agreeing that
more input was needed from parents
and community members before any
significant steps are taken.

(OSFC) guideline is that “when the cost
of renovating a school building exceeds
two-thirds of the cost of replacing the
building, the policy of the commission
will be to replace the building.” It allows
exceptions, “If it is demonstrated to the
commission that the building has special
historical value, or for other good cause
shown.”
CH-UH may be dependent on
demonstrating “good cause” to obtain
OSFC funding.
The committee formed in June
of last year, on the heels of a ruling by
the OSFC that the district had excess
capacity of 453,450 square feet.
The OSFC also rated every school
as borderline in terms of the quality of
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James Helmsworth is a student at Oberlin
College and a Heights Observer summer
intern.
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CH-UH Board of
Education takes first
step toward
November ballot
issue
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Angee Shaker

After months of close study and analysis,
the lay finance committee of the Cleveland Heights-University Heights City
School District recommended that the
board of education place an operating
levy on the November 2011 ballot.
Jayne Geneva, chair of the six-member committee, stated to the board that
a 7.2 mil levy in November would sustain
the district’s current programming. Scott
Gainer, chief financial officer, described
additional scenarios to the board that
would lower the millage amount, but
require cuts.
After careful consideration and
debate, the board agreed on 6.9 mils,
an amount that will require $250,000
in additional cuts, but at the same time,
protect educational programming.
The board approved the first of
two public readings of the resolution
necessary for the issue to go forward. In
the last 20 years, 6.9 mils is the smallest
operating levy requested.
The levy would cost the average
taxpayer an additional $17.50 a month
per $100,000 of property valuation. According to Gainer, “Without the levy, the
district would be forced to make more
than $7 million in cuts.”
“This school district has made
consistent academic improvements in
recent years, and we must protect and
build on those achievements,” said Eric
Coble, CH-UH board president. “The
board and administration have placed
great importance on limiting costs in all
areas. District staff has taken the lead by
consistently making cuts in all departments without compromising classroom
instruction, and all school employees
have agreed to a two-year pay freeze.”
“We are at the point now,” said Superintendent Douglas Heuer, “where any
more significant cuts to personnel and
services, like those that would be necessary without a levy, would directly hurt
education. We cannot let that happen.”
“Our schools are part of what
makes Cleveland Heights and University
Heights such a special place to live,”
added Coble. “The school district is
improving every year, with the great leadership of Superintendent Doug Heuer
and the hard work of all our students,
teachers, and staff. As a community, we
cannot allow our schools to take a single
step backwards. That would hurt the
children of this district, and the quality
of the community as a whole.”
Angee Shaker is director of communications for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District.

Advertise in the
Heights Observer
216-320-1423
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Heights Hardware turns 100
This year marks the 100th birthday
of Heights Hardware in Coventry Village.
Heights Hardware was opened in
1911 by the Weiskopf family, co-owner
Andy Gathy said, and ownership moved
to his family when a distant cousin
bought the store about 60 years ago.
Gathy’s father, Tom, bought the business in 1979. “We like to think that
Cleveland Heights grew up around the
store,” Andy said.
Gathy, 36, has no plans for a celebration to mark the occasion. “We’re not
looking to really wag our own tail,” he
said. “We’re just happy to be around.”
He added that they have no idea what
the store’s actual birthdate is, and noted
that, while a store like Big Fun (which
celebrated its 20th anniversary earlier
this year) easily lends itself to a party,
Heights Hardware does not.
Much of the store’s layout has
changed since Tom Gathy, now 73,
bought it. Most notably, he added 1,800
square feet of space to the back in the
late 1990s, after Home Depot opened
at Severance Town Center. Some of the
original design remains intact, however,
including the southern wall, which is
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Behind the front desk at Heights Hardware. From left: owners, father and son Tom and Andy (with dog
Bella) Gathy and employee Jef Lowell.

covered with wooden shelves and drawers (the highest ones accessible via a sliding library ladder), all 100 years old.
Aside from service and “our old
charm,” Andy Gathy said the business
continues to be successful because they
carry hard-to-find items, like repair
parts for old houses. He said many customers are surprised that, after failing
to find things they need elsewhere, they
can be helped at Heights Hardware “in
a minute or two.” Gathy does not think
of his business as a specialty store, but

said, “in our own little way, we are.”
Heights Hardware is “a real vintage
place,” said Jef Lowell, an employee for
five years. “I think it’s a marvelous store;
I’m very proud to work here.”
Today, the store’s biggest competition is Home Depot. Before the big box
opened, “it was always steadier business,”
Andy Gathy said, “but business has been
a little bit better recently.” Gathy attributes part of the increased business
to customers’ renewed preference for
repairing old appliances (a need which

Heights Hardware serves well) instead
of buying new ones at a big-box store.
In addition, Andy Gathy said that
the store has been gaining customers
who shopped at Seitz-Agin Hardware
before it closed in June. The additional
profits are bittersweet. “We are not
happy when a small business goes out
of business,” Tom Gathy said.
“We are the only [independent
hardware store] left in Cleveland
Heights,” Tom Gathy remarked. Just a
few minutes before, a new customer—
who said he used to shop at Seitz-Agin—
had introduced himself to Andy Gathy
and told him how important it was to
him that he spend his money at a local
independent business.
Heights Hardware will remain open
“as long as the community still supports
us,” Andy Gathy said, though he is not
sure the store has another 100 years
left in it. “We’ll see,” he said. “I don’t
know.”
Tom Gathy was more optimistic.
“We’re going to stick around,” he said
confidently.
Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and a graduate of Heights High,
is an Observer intern and sophomore at
Brown University.

Do you know who will make your health care decisions if you cannot?
Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman

Ohio law recognizes two types of advance directives a person can use to
express their health care wishes in the
event they are involved in an accident,
fall into a coma, or are otherwise unable
to make their own decisions. These are
the health care power of attorney and
the living will. The two documents are
different, but both are important to
have, especially if you are in a committed
unmarried relationship or have religious
concerns about medical procedures.
How is a health care power of
attorney different from a living will?
Though often signed at the same time,
these are actually separate documents.
A health care power of attorney allows
you to choose a trusted person (your
“agent”) to make health care decisions
any time you are unable to do so. A living will gives direct instructions that
you write in advance, to your health
care provider, which take effect only in
the event you are terminally ill or in a
permanently unconscious state.
How is a health care power of
attorney different from a regular
power of attorney? A health care
power of attorney is different in two
ways: it grants your agent the authority
to make only health care decisions, not
business decisions. Also, the authority
comes into effect only if, for whatever
reason, you are unable to make health
care decisions on your own behalf.
I already have a regular power of
attorney. Do I have to use the same
person for my health care power of
attorney? You can use the same person
for both documents—and many people
do—but you are not required to do so.
The practical reality is that people have
different talents and life experiences,
and there may be valid reasons to choose

one person to handle your business affairs and another to handle your health
matters. It would be wise, however, to
choose two individuals who can work
together.
Will having one of these documents interfere with my religious
preferences? Many people have religious concerns that impact health care
decisions, especially regarding blood
transfusions and life support. By expressing your health care preferences
in advance, an advance directive can
help ensure your religious preferences
are honored in a crisis. You can also include contact information for a religious
leader you want your agent to consult.
My partner and I are not married. Can I appoint my partner as
my health care power of attorney
instead of a family member? For
unmarried couples, it is particularly
important to have one or both of these
documents. In most situations, Ohio
law does not specify who can make
health care decisions in the event you
cannot make them for yourself. There
is no requirement that your unmarried partner be notified or consulted,
but Ohio law does specify which family members must be consulted and in
what order in the event you are unable
to make medical decisions. A partner’s
request may not be honored without an
advance directive. As a practical matter,
health care providers often turn to a
legally recognized family member, based
on the assumption that an unmarried
person has no one else to consult with
in making health care decisions. Left
unaddressed, you may be unable tell
them otherwise.
This article is intended as general
information only. For advice regarding your particular situation, consult a
licensed attorney.
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Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman is an attorney
with Fanger & Associates, a full-service law
firm. She concentrates her practice in general

estate planning and family law, special needs
planning, disability law, and guardian ad litem
work. She can be reached at 440-605-9641.

“respect the food,
don’t mess with it too much
and the end result
will always be great.”
jill vedaa executive chef

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099
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mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio
rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm to 1 am
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Kelli Fontenot

A new hair salon has opened in Coventry, aiming to please clients “who place
value in details,” said owner Eddy Maddox, one of the original owners of the
now-closed Fast Eddy’s Chop Shop.
A welcoming atmosphere, friendly
service and artistic décor are among the
features that Maddox hopes visitors will
notice at Eddy’s On Coventry, LLC, in
addition to high-quality, full-service hair
styling.
Product lines such as Pureology,
Aquage and Redken are used for styling, and staff serves visitors homemade
cookies and lemon ice water, made from
organic lemons, Maddox said. Focusing
on interior design, Maddox added a
fireplace mantel, a product storage unit
that resembles the side of a barn, and
metal art to give the space what he calls
an “industrial vintage vibe.”
“The salon has a warm, homey feeling to it. I brought in some antiques
and mixed them with modern pieces,”
Maddox said. “When people come in,
I want to give them a great haircut, but
I also want to give them a great experi-

“There’s no better
feeling than when you
come up with a concept
and then a year later
you have a full staff and
a waiting room full of
people,” he said.
The salon offers cuts
for women at $25 and
up, men at $25 and up,
and kids at $20, and also
provides root retouching, highlights, styling
and facial waxing.
In terms of style,
Maddox prefers haircuts that are “soft and
touchable,” and he loves
it when people bring pic- One of the original owners of now-closed Fast Eddy’s Chop Shop,
tures and have a good Eddy Maddox has opened his own hair salon in Coventry.
idea of their desired end
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
result. “Sometimes people can’t articuSundays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cuslate what they want,” he said, adding
tomers can visit www.eddysoncoventry.
that he asks questions, listens and offers
com and become a fan of the salon on
suggestions to help customers come up
Facebook to read announcements.
with the perfect look.
Located at 1785 Coventry Rd.,
Kelli Fontenot is a writer and editor living
Eddy’s On Coventry is open Monday
in Cleveland Heights.
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.,

ence and for them to feel at home.”
The 800-square-foot location houses six cutting stations and employs three
stylists—Raqui Brown, who worked at
Fast Eddy’s for five years; Renee Bennett, formerly of Crazy Mullets; and
Maddox, who has 23 years of experience
cutting and styling hair.
Originally from Cuyahoga Falls,
Maddox opened Fast Eddy’s with a partner in 2004, and also helped to open five
other establishments in the area. While
he gained technical skills from his studies in Chicago, Toronto and London,
Maddox also loves to “cut free form,”
like a musician, he said. His passion for
styling originally stemmed from a need
to pay for college courses. He joined the
U.S. Army after high school, and after he
got out, decided to go to beauty school
to help pay for classes. Since then, he
estimates he has given thousands of
haircuts, and is continuing his work at
Eddy’s On Coventry.
Opening a business is extremely
rewarding, noted Maddox, adding that
he hopes to expand his newest endeavor,
after its first year, by opening a second
salon.

Kelli Fontenot

Eddy’s On Coventry opens for business

Academy Music has served Heights since 1958
Lewis Pollis

lewis pollis

In a world where many entrepreneurs
see expansion and growth as their goals,
Tom Ianni embraces small business
ownership.
“We don’t want to be the biggest,”

said Ianni, who sells, rents and repairs
musical instruments as co-owner of
Academy Music Co. on Warrensville
Center Road near Mayfield Road. He
believes that the small size of his business (he has only one full-time employee) enables him to offer better customer

Behind the front desk of Academy Music Co.

service than he could if he had a larger
operation.
Academy was started in 1957 by
Ianni’s father, Tom Sr., a saxophone
maker and a professional musician, and
a friend, whom he bought out 15 years
later. When he died in 1977, the business
fell to Tom Jr. (then a senior at BaldwinWallace College) and his brothers, Mark
and Rick. Ianni, 54, is now in charge
of the day-to-day operations of the
Cleveland Heights store, in its current
location since 1968, while Rick runs the
Solon branch that opened in 1981.
Ianni started working in the store as
a child, watching his father repair instruments and tinkering with clarinets himself. After years of learning and decades
of experience, he said, “I can make just
about anything for any instrument.”
Ianni also had a career as a professional musician. Trumpet was his main
instrument, but he also played clarinet
and saxophone with groups, such as the
one that eventually became the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra. He demonstrated
his musicianship, playing an early version
of a piccolo trumpet from the 1920s, one
of only 50 such handmade models in the
world, and part of the store’s collection
of vintage instruments and parts dating
back to the 1800s. “We never throw
anything away,” Ianni said.
In addition to selling and repairing
instruments, Academy offers private
lessons in its studios. Having local pro-

DRIVE-IN STYLE MOVIES WITHOUT THE CARS!
Grab a Bite at one of Coventry’s Great Restaurants, Bring
Your Blankets and Lounge With Your Family And Friends On
the Lawn of the Coventry School PEACE Playground at the
Corner of Coventry, Euclid Hts. and Washington in Cleve. Hts..

0XVLFDW30)LOPVDURXQG30
0XVLFDQG0RYLHVDUH)UHHWRWKH3XEOLF
$OO$UH:HOFRPH
Sponsored by Coventry P.E.A.C.E. & the Coventry Village Special Improvement District

AUGUST 4TH
Americana/
Folk Music
with

AUGUST 11TH
FAMILY DAY!
Bring a picnic... Enjoy
Balloon Twisting,
Magic, Juggling
& Bubble blowing.

Oldboy

SPONSORED BY:

Bring your Family and Friends!
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fessionals like woodwind player Dave
Sterner teach students “makes it a little
special,” noted Ianni.
Much of Academy’s business comes
from local schools. “I’ve tried to form
good relationships with the districts
surrounding the stores,” said Ianni,
who attended Oxford Elementary
and Monticello Middle schools before
graduating from Heights High in 1974.
Ianni’s work with the schools has kept
business “pretty steady,” even with the
economic downturn. As an instrument
repair business, Ianni said, “Academy is
kind of a niche thing. We’re more of a
destination.”
That’s not to say that the store
hasn’t been affected by the recession.
“People can’t afford lessons,” he said.
Even when partial scholarships are available from organizations like Reaching
Heights, “people won’t spend the time
or the money.”
Ianni is also troubled by the deemphasis on music he sees happening
in schools throughout the country,
both from districts cutting funding and
students not wanting to commit to the
programs. Ianni said that many students
continue to rent their instruments long
after he might recommend buying them
because they won’t commit to music.
“You don’t take a test for arts,” he noted,
“but it just adds so much to any kid’s
education.”
Ianni said that the luckiest thing
about his career has been the support
of his wife, Patti. When he worked long
hours at the store, she understood, he
recalled, adding “Anybody else would
have been divorced.”
Look for Academy to stick around
for a while, as Ianni has no plans to quit:
“I enjoy what I do.”
Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and a graduate of Heights High,
is an Observer intern and sophomore at
Brown University.
www.heightsobserver.org
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PC Handyman makes computer repairs fun
Charley Bass and John Pierce want to
put a friendly face on the electronics
repair and service business.
“It’s not such a bad thing to have
to drop off your computer,” said Pierce,
who is co-owner, along with Bass and
silent partner Brett Angney, of PC
Handyman, which opened this month
in Cedar Fairmount, above Starbucks.
“We like to have fun,” he added.
“A handyman has to be able to do
a lot of things,” Bass pointed out. In
addition to computer repairs and Web
development services, PC Handyman
offers graphic and gaming design, videography, and search-engine optimization services. They also offer one-onone classes for computers, social media
and mobile devices.
Bass and Pierce, both 40, have
been friends for 15 years, and bonded
over shared entrepreneurial aspirations.

“Charley and I were always talking about
ideas,” Pierce recalled.
The partners say that the reason
they decided to open up shop in Cleveland Heights is simple: it’s where they
live. “We’re your neighbors,” said Bass,
who was born and raised in Cleveland
Heights. “We try to do everything local.”
“We love Cleveland Heights and
want to support our community,” added
Pierce, who has lived in the city since
1996.
Pierce and his wife, Rosemary, have
a daughter, Brynn, 10, and two sons,
Trey, 8, and Miles, 4. Bass has a daughter,
Anabel, 7.
Bass shared his vision for Cleveland
Heights: “I think this town should have
a more positive vibe,” and noted that he
hopes to see more eclectic small businesses open in the city.
Bass and Pierce see themselves as
more than just tech guys. One package

lewis pollis
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PC Handyman co-owner John Pierce sits at his desk.

that PC Handyman sells to musicians
offers not only Web development and
marketing, but also music video production and studio time organization tools.
“That’s how we handle all of our Web
exploits,” Pierce said. “It’s not just, ‘We
got you 50 page views today.’”
“This is a cool place,” Bass said.
Pierce pointed out that their office is
“an open environment,” as opposed to

other computer repair centers, which
he compared to “going into a Laundromat.”
“We care a lot about people,” Pierce
said. “That’s the fun part for us.”
Lewis Pollis is a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and a graduate of Heights High. He
is an Observer intern and a sophomore at
Brown University.

Ice cream cart is sweet on Coventry
see this cart as one of their own.
When Sweetie Fry opens on Lee
Road, Logan plans to offer french fries,
along with ice cream flavors, such as
peanut butter, vanilla bean, mangobanana, maple bacon, and a Phoenixinspired espresso.
The name Sweetie Fry came from
Logan’s youngest daughter, Maura. Logan had asked his family for help, but
after 150 suggestions, nothing inspired

Perhaps you’ve noticed something different on Coventry Road lately. Maybe
you’ve seen more people than usual relaxing on street benches, or just strolling
down the street. Maybe you’ve noticed
a street cart between two trees outside
of Phoenix Coffee. If you’ve seen any
of these things, the reason is probably
Sweetie Fry.
Sweetie Fry is the newest addition
to Coventry, bringing artisan ice cream
to Cleveland Heights. Like its ice cream,
this new addition is anything but ordinary.
It all started when Keith Logan, creator and owner of Sweetie Fry, became
bored with the business world. Frequent
meetings and travel had become dull.
Then, Logan took a faith development
class at Forest Hill Church, and discovered he loved craftsmanship.
“Craftsmanship to me is learning
to do a task and continuing to learn
that task ten years down the line,” said
Logan.
Logan also learned that he loved
hospitality and bringing community
together. So, when his wife suggested
that his next career move should be ice
cream, Logan recognized an exciting
opportunity.
Logan sees ice cream as combining craftsmanship and hospitality. “Ice
cream brings the community together,”
he said.
He spent several months taking
classes and participating in training
programs to learn the craft of making
ice cream. One class was the 119th annual ice cream training program at Penn
State. Logan then traveled the United
States, visiting the best ice cream shops
in the nation. He learned unique methods of making ice cream and rounded
up the best ingredients he could find.
The next step was to find a Cleveland Heights location where he could
share his new expertise. Although
Coventry was one of his first choices,
there were no openings for him. Logan
eventually found a spot on Lee Road.

Jeanette Sloan

Jim Perkins

Elizabeth Hoelzle serves ice cream at Sweetie Fry.

Sweetie Fry on Lee, however, will not
be ready for business until September.
This brought Logan right back to the
idea of Coventry. He approached Steve
Presser, director of the Coventry Special
Improvement District and owner of
Big Fun, and Sarah Wilson Jones, CEO
and superbarista of Phoenix Coffee on
Coventry, with a proposal.
Presser immediately liked Logan’s
idea of a gourmet ice cream street cart.
He put Logan in touch with the city and
other Coventry merchants, and Logan
received approval.
“Cleveland Heights has always had a
sweet tooth. Quality artisan ice cream is
going to bring lots of pedestrian traffic,”
said Presser.
Wilson Jones was instantly impressed with Logan’s business background and financial projections, but
was not sold on Sweetie Fry . . . until she
tried the samples. Now, Phoenix Coffee
and Sweetie Fry are enjoying their new
relationship.
“The two companies have a branding overlap in values and in their connection to the neighborhood. We are
excited to promote and embrace likeminded businesses,” said Wilson Jones.
She was proud that Coventry merchants
were so accepting of Sweetie Fry and
believes that the merchants and the
Cleveland Heights community should
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him. Then, Maura suggested Sweetie
Fry. Logan instantly loved the quirky
and affectionate sound of the name, “as
quirky and affectionate as Sweetie Fry
will be,” he said.
Look for Sweetie Fry to open some
time in September, at 2307 Lee Road.
Jim Perkins, a Heights Observer intern, is
earning a master’s degree in communication
management at John Carroll University.

The 34 th Heights Heritage
Home & Garden Tour

Sunday, September 18, 2011
12:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Preview Party • Saturday, September 17, 2011
Beaumont Painter Mansion

Sponsored by:

Heights Community Congress
Tour Tickets: $20 Each
$25 Each day of the Tour

For more information on the Tour, for Ticket Locations or to order on-line visit:

www.heightscongress.org or call 216.321.6775
All proceeds to beneﬁt Heights Community Congress
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Winds of Change in Coventry Village
A young woman walked into Winds of
Change recently, eager to find an outfit
for a date that night. The boutique’s
managers matched her enthusiasm,
helping her choose the right dress, accessories and boots.
“She was excited about a special
time in her life and we got to be a part
of it,” said manager Drew Walker. “Our
clients are not just customers, they are
people we spend time with and get to
know individually.”
A sense of hospitality and love of
retail is evident in Coventry Road’s
newest boutique. Opened in June, the
name Winds of Change (WOC) comes
from Mayan philosophy and the study
of light and magnetic wind.
The boutique’s intimate décor
channels Urban Outfitters gone Boho,
and fits the eclectic style of the neighborhood. Tie-dyed ribbons dangle
from the ceilings, as stacked vintage
aluminum cans with the WOC logo and
repurposed wooden pallets add earthy
tones.
With another store in Chagrin
Falls, Walker said the boutique’s second
location is not only convenient, but adds
to the diversity of its customer base.
“[We attract] a younger demographic
with students from nearby universities,
such as John Carroll and Case Western
Reserve, as well as a heavy Beachwood
and Shaker clientele,” he said.
Well-known designer labels, such as
Free People and J Brand, bring in those
who love fashion with an earthy, chic

feel. Lesser-known brand names, such as
Lauren Moshi, Alternative Apparel and
Jeffrey Campbell shoes, attract customers looking for a unique, vintage look.
Free People devotees will find pieces
by Gypsy, which have similar laid-back
hippy style.
The apparel and accessories appeal
to all ages. Manager Sabrina Jetli said
customers range in age from 15 to 65.
“What’s great about our items is
that they look good on any woman,”
she said. “We have a lot of younger and
older clients who can wear the same
pieces. We just work on accessorizing
them differently.”
The average price for a top at
WOC is $30, but prices start at around
$19. Some items are pricey—the most
expensive is a $500 formal gown—but,
their versatility makes each one worth
the cost.
“All of the [apparel, shoes and accessories] have a way of blending together
and working with one another, that’s the
beauty of it,” said Walker.
As proof, Walker and Jetli cite the
story of the woman shopping for a date
outfit. She left with several WOC pieces
assembled into a perfect look. Mission
accomplished.
“It is exciting to be a part of that,”
said Walker. “She’s going to come back
and tell us about her date; and we’re part
of that, too. It’s about having customers come back and getting them more
excited.”

Winds of Change Boutique
1780 Coventry Rd., Cleveland Heights
Mon.–Weds. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thurs.–Sat. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sun. noon to 5 p.m.

216-371-8883

jennifer holton

Jennifer Holton

Jennifer Holton is a writer and managing
editor for JCU’s The Carroll News.

Managers Sabrina Jetli and Drew Walker, with owner David Walker outside of Winds of Change.
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Tomato Throw Down
Treasure Chest Raffle
Beer and Wine Tastings
Cooking Demonstrations
Parades

7/29/11 10:16:22 AM
www.heightsobserver.org
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Lake Erie Ink offers year-round programs

HeightsWrites

Jeanette Sloan

Poems for August 2011

Looking for a way to express your creative side? Need help with homework
or looking to tutor those in need? Lake
Erie Ink (LEI) offers numerous writing
and homework assistance programs for
the youth of Greater Cleveland. Founded by Amy Rosenbluth and Cynthia
Larsen, LEI helps youth find a voice,
the power of creative expression, and
an audience, and teaches them skills to
communicate effectively.
Since 2006, Rosenbluth and Larsen
have facilitated their own school poetry
clubs. During the 2010 school year, they
collaborated to form LEI and offered
four after-school Library Writers clubs
to students in grades 4–12, as well as
three elementary school lunch-time
writing clubs. In addition, Rosenbluth
has facilitated the Heights Teen Poetry
Slam for 11 years, and Larsen taught
project-based creative writing in collaboration with teachers at Boulevard
and Coventry elementary schools for
four years. They are both credentialed
teachers who bring valuable youth programming and teaching experience to
LEI.
Programs offered at LEI include
after-school homework assistance and
tutoring, creative expression workshops,
teen café and writing workshops, teen
tutor-training workshops, play writing,
and in-school project-based creative
writing experiences.
LEI is looking for dedicated high
school and adult volunteers interested
in youth, education and creative writing.
Volunteers are required to attend tutoring workshops, and pass a background
screening to ensure they are a good
match for the program.
Mikale Thomas, a 15-year-old
Cleveland Heights student, is an active volunteer for LEI, who previously worked with 4th–6th graders in
a youth writing group. The group met
after school on Wednesday evenings
at Heights Libraries. Mikale will soon
be volunteering at one of the three
summer camps LEI offers—Summer
Camp for Explorers and Curious Writ-

On Friday, Aug. 5, Heights Arts and Dobama
Theatre will present “High Noon Haiku,” a
slam for haiku poets. Kathleen Cerveny, the
2009 haiku master, will defend her title, and
several other poets, including Geoff Landis,
2009 runner-up, will vie for the championship. Here is a haiku sampler—traditional,
contemporary, profound, silly, and touching.
The haiku is infinitely versatile.
			
—Meredith Holmes
The temple bell stops –
But the sound keeps coming
out of the flowers
		
— Matuso Basho (1644–1694)
The moon over the roof
Worms in the garden.
I rent this house.
		
— Alan Ginsburg

Courtesy Lake Erie Ink

Let it be like this:
Moon drunk sky. Stone-slip silent –
Water’s warm embrace.
		
— Darlene Montonaro

Mario, a youth member of Lake Erie Ink, places the finishing touches on his comic book.

Jeanette Sloan is an intern at FutureHeights
and is studying environmental studies at
Cleveland State University.

ers—which takes place Aug. 1–5 at
Heights Arts.
“I thought volunteering was fun and
am looking forward to doing it again!”
said Mikale, who writes on her own time
and is passionate about working with
other young writers.
Lake Erie Ink believes that creative
writing is not only for students who already love writing, but also for students
who have something to say and too
often feel that no one is listening.
Learn more about LEI at www.
lakeerieink.org, or e-mail Rosenbluth
(arosenbluth@lakeerieink.org) or Larsen
(clarsen@lakeerieink.org).

Together again
At the stoplight – was it worth
All of the speeding?
		
— Aaron Naperstek
Life rushes on
Faster and faster – but the
Fact is, you can’t rush toast.
		
— Tom Wilson
I’ve one boy, one man,
Two dogs, one job, and too few
Hours in a day
		
—Brenda Gray

‘I, Alex Cross’ films in Cleveland Heights
Lewis Pollis

Filming for the upcoming major motion
picture, “I, Alex Cross,” is taking place
in Cleveland Heights.
A film crew will be shooting in a
house in the Roxboro area for seven days
this month, according to a resident of
the house.
The film is based on a series of
novels by James Patterson. “Alex Cross,
doctor of psychology and expert homicide detective, investigates a series of
murders and uncovers evidence that the
killer has a much grander plan,” accord-

MJM

ing to a press release from the Cleveland
Film Commision. “After thwarting the
killer’s next attack, Cross soon finds
himself and his family among the killer’s
next targets.”
The movie stars Tyler Perry, Matthew Fox, Ed Burns, and Janet Reno and
is directed by Rob Cohen, the press release said. It is scheduled to be released
in 2012, according to IMDB.com.

Arts and Crafts
Musicians & Entertainment
Euclid Beach Rocket Car
Pony Rides & Kid’s Games
Animal Adoptions, Balloon Clown
Ballroom Dancing Demonstrations
Rockefeller Cleveland Lecture
Cleveland History Writers Discussion
Merchant’s Specials
Food, Food, Food
Face Painting
Bouncer

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and a graduate of Heights High,
is an Observer intern and sophomore at
Brown University.
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For the finest Quality
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For information call 216.791.3172 or visit www.cedarfairmount.org

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers
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Cedar Fairmount S.I.D.
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Future Heights
Heights Center Building
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heights arts

Heights Arts brightens up construction site
Fencepiration, a temporary public art
project of Heights Arts, is in full bloom
through the month of August. For a second summer, artists Carol Hummel and
Debbie Apple Presser are transforming
the utilitarian construction fence that
runs along Cedar Road, at the site of
the now-razed Cedar Center, into an
eye-catching and unexpected landscape,
using recycled materials.
The idea for Fencepiration was
hatched by Peggy Spaeth, Heights Arts
director, at a meeting with the Coral
Company in early 2010. Spaeth suggested, “While you’re waiting to build,
why don’t we do something with the
fence?” The group liked the idea, and
Heights Arts recruited Carol Hummel
and Debbie Apple Presser, professional
artists who use nontraditional materials
in site-specific installations. In spring
2010, their collaborative efforts resulted
in a vision for Fencepiration, and the
project was launched.
Last summer, with the support of
sponsors and community volunteers,
Hummel and Apple Presser created the
first phase of Fencepiration, installing
hundreds of tree blossoms, colorful
flowers and sparkly leaves made from
plastic bags, milk jugs and aluminum
cans on approximately 200 running
feet of the construction fence. Through
the winter and spring, passers-by were
treated to a burst of cheerful color, as
Fencepiration endured the snow, wind
and rain.
Responding to positive feedback
from the community, and learning
that the redevelopment of the site had
stalled, Heights Arts, with a nod from
the Coral Company and the Great
Lakes Fence Company, put the project’s
wheels back in motion. Heights Arts
found new and renewed support from
several Cedar Center merchants, from
the Dominion Foundation and from
private contributions.
Heights Arts connected Fencepiration with youth in the Young Audiences of Northeast Ohio’s ArtWorks
program —an arts-based jobs-training
program for high school students—and
the Heights Youth Club. The students
learned about Hummel’s and Apple
Presser’s artistic careers and the complexities of site-specific installations.
They also collected recycled materials
for the project, created pieces for the
fence, and assisted the artists during a

andrea joki

Andrea Joki

Debbie Apple Presser and Carol Hummel install Fencepiration at Cedar Center.

day of installation.
Heights Arts provided after-school
workshops at the Heights Youth Club,

where students became engaged in the
community-based public-art project,
learned about recycling and reuse, and

created many imaginative elements for
the fence. Always intended to be a temporary public art project, it will be removed
from the fence in early September.
Hummel, a resident of Newbury,
Ohio, is best known in the Cleveland
area for her “Tree Cozy” and “Knitscape”
projects. She has completed large-scale,
site-responsive installations in Utah,
Colorado, India and, most recently, at
Chicago’s Morton Arboretum.
Apple Presser, a graduate of Heights
High and a longtime resident of Cleveland Heights, has created many sitespecific installations, including ones at
the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes and
at Akron’s Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens.
She teaches at Hathaway Brown School
and at the Cleveland Museum of Art.
Heights Arts needs to raise an
additional $500 by Aug. 15 to capitalize
on a generous matching grant of $1,000
from the Dominion Foundation. To
make a donation, call Heights Arts at
216-371-3457.
Andrea Joki is a program administrator at
Heights Arts.

‘Once Again’ showcases Heights High
alumni and stirs memories
Won, a dancehall rapper; Rum Rozier,
a house DJ; Grown Blak, a hip hop act;
and DeLonte, a comedian who offered
a raunchy, impromptu set.
“There is so much talent from
Heights it’s unbelievable,” said Mai
Moore, who organized Once Again.
“I simply like power and knew I could
bring together quality artists, all from
Heights.” Moore, a Cleveland Heights
High School graduate, was eager to
showcase the talented musicians who
have come out of the school. She runs
Knowledgeable Marketing, a Clevelandbased marketing firm specializing in
online content.
Though at least one member of each
act attended Heights High, it might not
be accurate to describe Once Again as
a showcase of local bands; many have a
national presence. Kounterclockwise,
started in New York City, has made beats
for internationally acclaimed rapper Yela
Wolf, and composed the music for “Love
Rome,” a film by Carter B. Smith. Smith
is known for his work directing music
videos, such as “Jane Says,” a 1990s hit

James Helmsworth

July 15 was a typical weekend night on
Coventry Road—couples walking arm
in arm, restaurant patrons enjoying the
night air, and a throng of people gathered outside the Grog Shop.
Yet, July 15 was special. The crowd
was gathered to see their own friends,
neighbors and former classmates perform. The night was third in the series,
“Once Again Cleveland Heights Throwback Artists Showcase,” a concert featuring Heights High graduates. Like the
first concert in April, the night featured
a heavy hip-hop line-up, with excursions
into pop, jazz, and even comedy.
The show’s headlining act was
Wildlife Soundz, a rap-rock group.
The highlights of the show, however,
were sets by The INR CRCL, whose
punk-meets-funk sounds were fresh and
energizing, and Kounterclockwise, a
psychedelic rap group that drew a crowd
early in the evening. Also appearing
onstage were Harry Bacharach, a jazz
artist; Gwen Maul, a soul singer; Obie

Leigh Bennett

collage

private/semi private lessons
collage using found & recycled objects

by Jane’s Addiction.
Despite the high profile of some of
the artists, the Grog Shop had the feel
of a high school reunion as old friends
reunited to enjoy music and share memories. A stream of chatter came from
the bar, while several people filmed and
took photos of the sets. The performers
felt the nostalgia, too. Deacon Burns,
Kounterclockwise’s MC, opened his
group’s set, declaring, “I represent all
the Cleveland Heights kids who didn’t
really go to class much.” Before his
set, Obi Won, better known as Hasan
Adams, gave a shout-out to the tennis
team, and recalled his football days as
“the worst split end in history.”
The artists felt there was something
special in seeing so much community
support. “It’s nice to see Heights coming together,” said Burns, better known
as Doug Johnson, Class of ’93. During
his set, several audience members in
the front row were rapping along with
him. LaToya Kent, lead singer of The
INR CRCL—as well as a classmate of
Johnson’s—was also thrilled. “Heights
has so many different spectrums of
personalities and talents. I am proud to
say I am part of this legacy.”
The fervor of the evening was
briefly reined in when host Anthony
Johnson called for a moment of silence
to honor the Heights High alumni
who died since the audience’s time in
school. After a few moments, the silence
was broken by members of the crowd
shouting the names of absent friends.
This action, perhaps best typified the
concert: a celebration through sound
of what Heights has been and is now.
James Helmsworth is a student at Oberlin
College and a Heights Observer summer
intern.

leeann1248@aol.com
440 552 8578
2021 Murray Hill Road, Cleveland, OH 44106
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www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-513-3070 to find out how you can advertise your business for $22/month
Tim Weeks

Don’t throw it away!
Fix it! Fit it!

Of

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road

INSTANT QUOTE
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE
AUTO/MOTORCYCLE/BOAT
HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS
BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,
Pants hemmed, clothes mended.

(216) 691-3950

Amy R. Roth & Co.

OIL, LUBE &
FILTER SPECIAL
only $25.95
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer

$35/mo LIABILITY
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218

www.ohioinsurancequote.net

216-904-1786

(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art)

springthedragon1@gmail.com

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 9/30/11

MayCourt Apartments

CRAFTMASTER

“Classic 1920’s Feel”

Slate & Tile
Roof Restoration

xSlate & tile replacement
xFlashings
xCopper work
xGutter cleaning & repair

(440) 223-6955

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager

LovingHandsYoga.com

Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906
2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30

216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village

CEDAR CENTER HARDWARE

**NOW IN SHAKER SQUARE!**

1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD

Workspace without the Overhead!

OFFICE NET CENTRAL

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

216-291-1111

Now Renting:

MONDAY–FRIDAY
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM

xClosed-in Offices; Cubicles & Table Space
xConference Room bookings
xVirtual Services; Printing Services
xComputer Repair

SATURDAY
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

Keep Watch for our Grand Opening
and Networking Events!
New Address:

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

SUNDAY
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

Good Neighbor, Good Advice

13212 Shaker Square, Suite #100
Cleveland, OH 44120
Tel# 216.229.3002
Fax# 216.229.9190

www.skettleelectric.com

www.OfficeNetCentral.com

OfficeNetCentral@att.net

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda

(216) 371-2354

1830 Lee Road, CH

SHUMAKER’S

HARDWOOD FLOORS LLC
HIGH QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOOR SERVICES
FEATURING DUST-FREE SANDING

Installation, Repair & Refinishing
Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured

PHONE: 216-659-7676

www.shumakers-hardwood-floors.com

Buying anything unusual

Interior Painting, Plaster/
Drywall Repair, Staining,
Wallpaper Removal/
Installation, Skim Coating
Free Estimates
216-287-7468
www.allurepainting.net

PROMARK
ASPHALT PAVING &
SEAL COATING

216-249-4507
FREE ESTIMATES!

SEE US ON ANGIES LIST:
WWW.PROMARKASPHALTPAVING

ͲComputerRepair
ͲNetworking
ͲVoiceandDataCabling

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Complete Tree Service
Year-round

(216) 486-5551



CallJeffMoss

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

(216)870Ͳ1483

Member National Arborist Association

A+CertifiedTechnician
Re-New
Beginning
Consignment
Shop

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Yoga Birthday Parties!

Letusturn
yourgently
usedclothes
andhousehold
itemsinto
cash!


Host a unique and healthy
birthday party for your child
Registered yoga and preschool teacher
One hour of activities, games, yoga, art
for your child age 4 and up

12726LarchmereBlvd
(216)229Ͳ7030
TuesͲSat,10amͲ6pm
Newconsignors
welcome!

$60 for up to 15 children

Cindy 216-965-8237
Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Sewing Instruction ages 9 and up

Pattern reading, basic machine skills,
clothing construction and more ...

440-461-4611

Ardmore Tree Service

SEW WHAT!
Small groups
Individual attention
Classes now forming

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

MossCommunications


Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

ALLURE PAINTING

• Small, Friendly Yoga Classes
• Healing Reiki Therapy

Fully insured. Free Estimate & References.

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

',6&2817)251(:&/,(176

$650 - $725

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM

Paying Cash

MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES

Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

7

Good Credit—Good Terms

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc.
2565 Noble Road (216) 691-9227

/RYLQJ+DQGV
<RJD 5HLNL

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts.
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls.,
Balcony, and Parking Included
Central Laundry Room

Always Buying Always
PayingBuying
Cash

***BOOKS ON COVENTRY***
1820 Coventry Rd.

216-321-2665

Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com

Keep Life Flowing.

Barbara Seidel
216.371.3333
baseidel@gmail.com
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Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

Jim Pepera 216.789.8843

216-321-4701

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT

www.facebook.com/heightshardware
23

Three Floors of
New & Used Books & Magazines
Used Book Exchange
Bring us your used books!

Buy Local First!
www.heightsobserver.org

community news
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1
BEST OF THE HEIGHTS
AWARDS

VO
TE
by
Aug
. 31

Cast your
ballot today for
Best of the Heights!
Complete this ballot or go online to:
www.futureheights.org

Best New Business

Best Place for Kosher Options

Best Customer Service

Best Dining Ambiance

Best Realtor

Best Boutique or Specialty Shop

Please Note!
Voting is for Cleveland Heights and
University Heights localities only.

Best Auto Service

Best Place to Get Healthy

One ballot per person.

Best Looking Store Front

Best Place for Pets

Best Breakfast or Brunch

Best Live Entertainment

In order for your ballot to be counted, you
need to vote for at least half (11) of the ballot
catagories, and include your name and
contact information. Ballots not meeting these
requirements will be considered invalid.

Best Casual Meal

Best Place to Take the Kids

Best Ethnic Eats

Best Salon or Spa

Best Place for Vegetarian Cuisine

Best Grocery Store

Deadline for ballot submission:
August 31, 2O11.

Mail your ballot to:
FutureHeights
2163 Lee Road #103
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Questions? Call 216-320-1423
Name:

Address:

5
Now Open
DLQIRUHVW
5&DU:DVK 

Best Place for Sweet Treats
Best Carryout

Favorite University Heights Business

DLQIRUHVW
&DU:DVK 
Favorite Cleveland Heights Business

Phone:
Email:

Bonus Question! Business you would like to see in the Heights

Open

Everyday

7:00AM
9:00PM

The Rainforest
Car Wash,
in Cleveland
Heights, is
5
now open.
Located on
the corner of
Mayfield and Middlehurst (enter
from Middlehurst ), this state of
5DLQIRUHVW&DU
:car
DVK
the art
wash is open to the
public. Featuring a rain forest
theme both inside and out, The
Rainforest
Car Wash will be the
5DLQIRUHVW&DU
:DVK
best car wash you’ve ever had.
WILSON MILLS RD
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COVENTRY

5DLQIRUHVW&DU:DVK
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