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Another new historic district for CH
Kara Hamley O’Donnell

Beginning more than a century ago, 
Cleveland Heights developed piecemeal 
as Cleveland burst its bounds. Devel-
opers acquired tracts of land, laid out 
streets, installed sewers and utilities, 
set standards for homes and sold lots. 
Reflecting those beginnings, the city 
is gradually becoming a patchwork of 
historic districts listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. Cleveland 
Heights is poised for the addition of its 
tenth historic district, to be known as 
Shaker Farm Historic District.
 Shaker Farm comprises the farm-
land that belonged to the Shakers north 
of Doan Brook, Lower Lake and Horse-
shoe Lake. Facilitated by a streetcar 
system running along the median strip 
on Fairmount Boulevard, about 60 per-
cent of the homes in the district were 
built between 1910 and 1919. Many will 
become century homes in this decade.
 The Shaker Farm district is where 
the Van Sweringen brothers had their 
first genuine success in real estate. It 
was here that they created the formula 
that led to their success in developing 
the rest of the Shaker farmland, mostly 
in the 1920s, which became the City of 

English Colonial Revival homes, such as this one designed by architects Walker & Weeks, are the most 
common style in the new historic district.

Shaker Heights. The Van Sweringens’ 
Shaker Farm experience also set the 
stage for their other real estate devel-
opments and for establishing a railroad 
empire.
 A public meeting about the new dis-
trict and what historic district designa-
tion means will be held at the Lee Road 
Library at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 27.
 The meeting will feature a presenta-
tion by a representative from the Ohio 
Historic Preservation Office. In addi-

tion, Mary Dunbar, who submitted the 
nomination for the district, will explain 
its scope, as well as its architectural and 
historic merits. Among those assisting 
in the nomination process were Jack 
Sulak, Marjorie Kitchell, Bill Collins, 
Kara Hamley O’Donnell, Ken Gold-
berg, Leslie Marting and Diane Christ.
 Cleveland Heights’s other historic 
districts, and the year they were listed 
in the National Register, are:

continued on page 4

Cleveland Heights passes revised zoning rule 
for adaptive reuse in neighborhoods
Lewis Pollis

At a public meeting on Aug. 15, Cleve-
land Heights City Council voted unani-
mously to pass an ordinance that 
amended the zoning code “to adopt 
regulations for adaptive reuse of existing 
institutional and other nonresidential 
buildings in residential districts.”
 Dennis Wilcox, chair of the plan-
ning and development committee, 
introduced the ordinance, which passed 
with a 4_0 vote (three council members 
were absent) on its second read. The 
legislation was amended after citizens 
made “quite a few comments about this 
piece of legislation,” Wilcox said.
 The new rule allows for vacant 
nonresidential buildings in residential 
districts to be adapted for reuse by 
nonretail for-profit corporations. Allow-

able uses include multi-family housing, 
offices, industrial design, research and 
development, and education and rec-
reation classes, so long as there are no 
physical modifications or “externalities” 
of the businesses that negatively impact 
the residents or the character of the 
neighborhood.
 Based on comments from the public 
and the planning commission, the new 
law includes an additional clause empha-
sizing that any businesses participating 
in the adaptive reuse will be “compat-
ible with the residential nature of the 
neighborhoods with strict controls to 
avoid negative impact upon neighboring 
properties.”
 An emergency clause that would 
have caused the legislation to take effect 
immediately (instead of in 30 days) was 

CH council members list qualities they seek in new candidates
Lewis Pollis

With Kenneth Montlack’s decision 
not to seek reelection to the Cleve-
land Heights City Council, there will 
be at least one new face on council in 
2012—and two council members who 
are not up for reelection this year have 
some ideas about what they’re looking 
for in a new teammate.
 Council Member Cheryl Stephens, 
who was elected in 2009, said “attention 
to the needs of our community” is the 
most important quality for a council 
member to possess. “That means that 

when other people go home, you’re still 
willing to listen and talk to people,” she 
explained. “You’ve got to make time for 
everyone in Cleveland Heights.”
 Meanwhile, fifth-term council 
member, Bonita Caplan, said a fresh 
face was an important quality in and 
of itself. “People who are new usually 
do come with some new perspective, a 
new way of looking at things, and new 
energy,” she said.
 Caplan said another important qual-
ity is open-mindedness, both in dealing 
with council and with citizens. A rigid 
view of the world doesn’t work, accord-

ing to Caplan. “I don’t want somebody 
like that and I would never vote for [that 
person],” she said.
 In addition, Caplan said council 
members must be realistic in their plans 
for the city. She dislikes the “pie-in-
the-sky promises” she said candidates 
sometimes make, and added that what 
people think are simple problems are 
actually much harder than they look, 
noting, “If they weren’t complicated, 
they would be taken care of.”
 Caplan believes teamwork skills are 
also vital, as is having the courage to 

continued on page 4

FutureHeights and 
League of Women 
Voters to host Oct. 6 
candidate forum

continued on page 5

Deanna Bremer Fisher

FutureHeights 
and the League 
of Women Vot-
ers Cuyahoga 
Area will host a 
forum on Oct. 
6 to introduce 
the candidates 
for local elections who will be on the 
Nov. 8 ballot. The forum, which will 
take place from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Cleve-
land Heights Community Center, will 
feature candidates for the Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights city 
councils, the CH-UH Board of Educa-
tion and municipal judge.
 Deanna Bremer Fisher, executive 
director of FutureHeights, will moder-
ate the forum. The evening will fol-
low the traditional League of Women 
Voters procedures for nonpartisan 
forums. Each candidate will give a brief 
statement, followed by a question-and-
answer session with written questions 
from the audience. Questions will be 
screened by a league committee for 
relevance and to avoid duplication. For 
more information, visit www.LWVCuya-
hogaArea.org.
 FutureHeights and the League of 
Women Voters will publish a voters 
guide in the October print edition of 
the Heights Observer, which is available 
at the city halls, schools, libraries, reli-

continued on page 6
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Bob Rosenbaum

Here’s the answer to a question that, 
to my knowledge, nobody has asked: 
Why doesn’t the Heights Observer run 
police blotter items?
 The police blotter is a series of 
one- or two-sentence media reports 
on arrests and other activities by local 
police. When reported in the news, a 
blotter item looks like this:

Theft: An Elm Street man reported his 2001 
Chrysler broken into sometime between 6 p.m.,  
Aug. 20, and 8 a.m., Aug. 21. His iPod and 
connector were taken along with his wallet 
containing, among other things, his driver’s 
license and a debit card. The man had left his 
car unlocked.
 Police reports are public docu-
ments and publishing them has been 
standard practice by the media for 
decades. I’m aware of three sources 
that publish police blotter items from 
our community: The Sun Press, The Plain 
Dealer (which reprints selected Sun Press 
items), and sporadically, Patch.com.
 The Heights Observer aspires to be 
more than a source of news. It’s not 

for profit and community owned, and 
is intended to be a community-building 
tool. It exists to enable local people and 
institutions to share their thoughts and 
ideas for the community in an open 
forum. It aspires to help one hand 
know what the other is doing—with 
the possibility that they may choose 
to work together.

 Blotter items don’t serve this purpose.
They don’t provide an accurate pic-
ture. Published blotter reports do not 
list every police action that takes place. 
Instead, they are selective, providing a 
sample of what a reporter finds to be of 
interest, often highlighting the worst 
and the weirdest.

They don’t tell the whole story. Blot-
ter items don’t follow a case through to 
provide the outcome or context. Here’s 
how Jesus’ resurrection would be cov-
ered in the police blotter:

Flash mob: A man rode a donkey into the 
city today, creating a disturbance as people 
put coats and tree branches in his path. 
Centurions dispersed the crowd and told 
him to move on.

They are misleading and demor-
alizing. If blotter reports were com-
prehensive, contained follow-through, 
and were accompanied by meaningful 
data on the location and nature of all 

What’s wrong with the police blotter police activity, they would provide a 
meaningful public service.
 Instead, blotter items treat all 
police calls equally. They highlight in-
cidents that make us feel bad about the 
community, and give the wrong impres-
sion to people outside our boundaries.
 This doesn’t mean public safety 
information isn’t important. If there’s 
a crime wave at Cain Park, or if a resi-
dent is brutally assaulted in front of his 
home, people need to know about it. 
There may be ways to provide more 
meaningful information about the work 
our police force does day after day.
 I recently attended a meeting 
involving Cleveland Heights residents 
and city officials in which this very is-
sue was discussed. The day we figure it 
out, the Observer will gladly pass along 
the information.

To express your opinion privately, e-mail 
Bob Rosenbaum at bob@therosenbaums.
net. To express your opinion as a letter to 
the editor, register at the Observer Mem-
ber Center (http://heightsobserver.org/
members) and click on “Submit New 
Story” to contribute your letter.

Bob Rosenbaum, chairman of the Ob-
server’s editorial advisory committee and 
FutureHeights board member, writes this 
column to provide transparency and un-
derstanding about the newspaper.

opENINg 
THE ObSERvER

Excerpts from recent post at blogs.heightsobserver.org
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Before the city council elections, let’s define ‘excellent’
The excerpts in this blog post represents the 
opinion of Bob Rosenbaum, as posted on the 
blog site. It does not represent the opinion of 
the Heights Observer or FutureHeights. To 
comment on this post, go to blogs.heightsob-
server.org. To express your own opinion, send 
a letter to the editor: info@futureheights.org.

“If you want to get a rise out of a Cleve-
land Heights City Council member, 
float the suggestion that our city gov-
ernment is just OK.
 For example, several weeks ago—
in the aftermath of the Coventry flash 
mob and an unrelated violent assault 
near Lee Road—I sent a note to the 
entire council suggesting that the job 
of public safety director could be taken 
more seriously.
 The position—which exists by 
virtue of the city charter—has been 
handled for years as just one of many 
responsibilities of the city manager. 

I wondered if, in these challenging 
times, the job may deserve somebody’s 
undivided attention—preferably that 
of someone with a history of innova-
tion in the field of public safety and law 
enforcement.
 Most council members never 
responded. One responded thought-
fully. And one wrote the following (I’m 
choosing not to reveal who, in recog-
nition that all of us are occasionally 
subject to not-so-great moments at the 
keyboard):
 You have taken disjointed pieces of in-
formation, with little bits of truth, and bits 
of untruths, and with no solid information 
and have made judgements that first of all 
are off base, and second of all sort of treat all 
of us as tho we have our heads in the sand.”
 
“When it comes to handling the day-
to-day issues of their constituents, our 
council members are attentive and often 

effective. If you bring a specific com-
plaint or problem to any one of them, 
you can generally count on prompt 
follow-up from an appropriate city hall 
staff member.
 But these things are the workaday 
basics of the job, just as being able to hit 
and catch are basics of baseball. But the 
fact that these things get done doesn’t 
make our government excellent any 
more than being able to hit and catch 
a baseball makes somebody a Major 
League prospect.
 Excellence would result in serious 
discussion about innovations in public 
safety that are fresher than the broken-
window theory. Excellence would 
lead to newer ideas for working with 
other communities to reduce costs and 
increase our region’s economic well-
being.
 Excellence would be demonstrated 

continued on page 6
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Fencepiration lifts spirits
To the Editor:

Driving on Cedar Road near Warrens-
ville, we notice the progress being made 
in turning a utilitarian steel fence into 
a piece of public art. It brings a note 
of peace and hope to our community. 
This program, sponsored by Heights 
Arts in collaboration with the Heights 
Youth Club and the Artsworks program 
of Young Audiences of Cleveland, has 
given young people of the area a positive 
and creative outlet. 
 Congratulations to Andrea Joki, 
program director of Heights Arts; artists 
Debbie Apple-Presser and Carol Hum-
mel; Whole Foods, which provided food 
and a place to cool off; and artists of all 
ages. Fencepiration has given us a real 
lift to our spirits!

Marilyn Meadows
Cleveland Heights

Passive house construction is an 
opportunity for Cleveland Heights

Interior of the PNC Smarthome at the Cleveland Natural History Museum.

Chuck Miller 

This house is nothing short of amaz-
ing! It’s a game-changer! I don’t know 
any other way to describe the combi-
nation of “passive” features, such as 
sun-harvesting triple-pane windows and 
a super insulated and sealed building 
shell with “active” advanced low-energy 
consuming electric heating and cooling 
equipment, resulting in a state-of-the-
art performance package that can’t be 
beat. This is the approach used when 
designing a house to meet the high cer-
tification standards established by the 
Passive House Institute US. 
 Passive solar house design and con-
struction began in the United States in 
the 1970s and evolved in Europe. More 
than a decade ago, a detailed construc-
tion evaluation system was developed 
and is administered by the Passive House 
Institute in Darmstadt, Germany. Today 
there are more than 10,000 European 
Passive House buildings, including offic-
es and schools. The resulting structures 
have an energy requirement of nearly 90 
percent less than that needed by more 
conventionally constructed buildings. 
 The PNC SmartHome Cleveland is 
the first Passive House open to the pub-
lic in the United States and is on display 
at The Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History through early October. It is part 
of the new climate change exhibit that 
will be at the museum through the end 
of the year.
 The SmartHome will live on after 
October, when it will be moved to a 
permanent site on Wade Park Avenue 
and offered for sale to a private owner. 
The new owner will not only own an 
important part of modern Cleveland 
history, but also will enjoy low energy 
bills, a draft-free home, a quiet interior 
environment and a general level of qual-
ity not found in conventional homes 
today. These “must have” features will 
represent the biggest change in home 
construction since the introduction of 
air-conditioning in the 1950s. Green 
building has grown up and is here to 
stay.
 A major goal of the PNC Smart-
Home exhibit is to introduce Passive 
House building concepts and innova-
tive construction details, materials 
and technology to Ohio and the Great 
Lakes region. What are the prospects 
for bringing this building concept to 
Cleveland Heights? There seem to be 
many opportunities. 
 Already, a new home based on Pas-
sive House technology is planned for 
the Ambler Heights neighborhood. 
However, more modest applications of 
this energy-saving building technique 
can be applied to home preservation and 
rehab projects, such as those being con-
sidered by the Home Repair Resource 
Center and homeowners throughout the 
Heights community. New infill single-
and multi-family housing designs can 
incorporate super-insulated and sealed 
walls, roofs and foundations. Highly ef-
ficient heat pump systems, with energy 
recovery ventilation systems, can be used 
instead of conventional furnaces. Triple 

glass windows, often too expensive for a 
replacement option, are more easily fit 
into new construction budgets. 
 Beyond residential projects, this 
new design and construction method 
could apply to commercial and mixed-use 
buildings at such sites as the undeveloped 
parcels at Meadowbrook and Lee roads, 
and at the intersection of Cedar Road  
and Euclid Heights Boulevard. These 
construction methods result in buildings 
that retain much more long-term value 
and durability, with predicted life spans 
of up to 300 years. 
 I look forward to the next decade 
when this will become the new way we 

build toward sustainability and signifi-
cant energy conservation.
 
The design and construction team for the PNC 
SmartHome included David Beach, director 
of the Green City Blue Lake Institute at The 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History; Bill 
Doty and Kevin Cieszykowski of Doty & 
Miller Architects; Mark Hoberecht of Har-
vestBuild; Chris Kontur of CPK Construction; 
Mike McAndrews of Knight & Stolar Land-
scape Architects; and Jeff Walters of Panzica 
Construction.

Chuck Miller is the architect for the PNC 
SmartHome.  
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Natural gas fracking is 
focus of eye-opening film

Catherine Podojil 

On Aug. 18, a group of about 30 people 
sat at the Lee Road Library, mostly 
in stunned silence, watching the film 
“Gasland,” a screening sponsored by the 
Burning River Anti-Fracking Network. 
Written and directed by Josh Fox, the 
movie records his journey across the 
country to view the effects of hydraulic 
fracturing. Also known as “fracking,” the 
process is the gas and oil industry’s latest 
attempt to extract more money from 
the earth. 
 The problem, as Fox learned, is that 
despite the industry’s claim that fracking 
is the way to a safe and clean energy future, 
the process destroys the land, water and 
air wherever it is used. It involves forcing 
water filled with more than 500 chemicals, 
many of them toxic, both vertically and 
horizontally into a shale formation. The 
process loosens the natural gas that resides 
there, and poisons the earth and water 
below and above the surface.
 In some cases, fracking is used to 
coax more gas out of existing wells; in 
others, new wells are drilled. Thanks 
to former Halliburton exec and vice 
president, Dick Cheney, the fracking 
industry is exempt from regulations of 
the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts.
 Residents in the states where frack-
ing is common show Fox how their tap 
water catches fire; how their wells— 
which had run clear for decades—run 
brown and black; how their farm ani-
mals and household pets are losing their 
hair; and how their local streams and 
rivers are so toxic that dead animals line 
their banks. In addition, people are ill 
with neurological conditions and cancer, 
or just plain unending poor health.
 Wherever it has operated, the frack-
ing industry has denied all culpability in 
the destruction of land, river systems, wa-
ter wells, livestock and human families.
 Its trail of deceit is coming to Ohio. 
According to Ben Shapiro, a grassroots 
anti-fracking activist, the oil and gas 
industry is spending millions to get 
a foot in the door in Geauga County, 
which has the second largest number 
of existing gas wells in the state, all 
potentially frackable. Some  Ohio 

continued on page 9
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Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
JULy 18, 2011
All council members were present.

Citizen comments about curfew law
Several citizens, including renters, homeowners, 
building owners, and representatives of Imperial 
women, youth of Coventry, and youth Empower-
ment (a summer jobs program), spoke about the 
recently imposed youth curfew, including concerns 
about youth commuting home from work through 
the affected business districts. Other speakers 
thanked the police for their sensitive and appropri-
ate interventions. The city will send a letter to all 
addresses in the city explaining the curfew and its 
exceptions. Council will be talking with the city’s 
representative on Cuyahoga County Council about 
a regional approach to the flash mob problem, 
which is not unique to Cleveland Heights.

Taylor Road reconstruction
A resident of Taylor Road complained about the 
planning process for the Taylor Road reconstruc-
tion that will begin in August. Council members 
responded that a public meeting on the project 
would be scheduled soon.

Community Development Block Grants 
Council allocated Community Development 
Block Grant funding for the period beginning 
July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2012. These 
include the provision of:
•  $27,000 for the Center for Families and Chil-

dren’s Pinpoint Program at the RapArt Center, 
a program targeting middle school youth sus-
pended from Cleveland Heights schools

•  $14,000 to the Heights Community Congress for 
assistance with its programs to promote integra-
tion and fair housing

•  $7,800 for operating expenses for the Heights 
Emergency Food Center, which serves Cleveland 
Heights, Lyndhurst, South Euclid and University 
Heights, and provides needy families with a 
three-day supply of food once a month

•  $30,000 to the Heights Youth Club for its Project 
Learn: The Educational Enhancement Program, 
which will serve 439 youths with a minimum of 
51 percent of the youth coming from low-and 
moderate-income households

•  $6,000 to the 40-member Noble Nela 
merchants Association for assistance with the 
administrative costs of streetscape management 
and marketing of the district

2012 tax budget
Council adopted the 2012 tax budget. Council 
member Dennis wilcox commented that this is the 
first shot at the 2012 budget, which is $800,000 
less than the 2011 budget. wilcox and mayor 
Edward Kelley criticized the Republican-controlled 
state legislature for balancing the state budget on 
the backs of local governments, including cities, 
schools and libraries. Elimination of the estate tax 
will make matters worse for 2013.

Tax Incentive Review Council
Council approved the appointments of council 
members Cheryl L. Stephens and Dennis R. wil-
cox to the Tax Incentive Review Council, which is 
set up by the county and reviews any exemptions 
from taxation.

LWV observer: Blanche Valancy.

AUGUST 1, 2011
Vice mayor Phyllis Evans was absent.

Hampshire Road apartment parking
Council member Dennis wilcox introduced, on 
first reading, legislation to authorize an agreement 
with SP Hampshire, the owner of an apartment 
building at 2749 Hampshire Road, for the creation 
of five parking spaces to be located partially on 
SP Hampshire’s land and partially on City Lot #3. 
These will be constructed by the owner, maintained 
by the city, and available only to residents of the 
apartment building. The city will sell the five permits 
to the owner for the price of two permits and this will 
help with parking congestion on Hampshire.

Ken Montlack announces retirement
Council member Ken montlack announced that 
he will leave council at the end of his current term, 
December 31, 2011. He said his 24 years on 
council had been challenging, interesting, usually 
enjoyable, and personally rewarding. He said 
fresh eyes and perspectives will benefit Cleveland 
Heights, but he will miss the daily interaction with 
staff and his council colleagues. During the remain-
ing five months he will work earnestly and continue 
raising his voice. mayor Kelley commented on the 
length and depth of montlack’s time on council, 
and stated that it seems he has served longer than 
anyone other than mayor Cain. Kelley will have 
more to say about montlack as the end of his 
service approaches.

Citizen appointments
Council approved the appointments of Benja-
min Hoen of the millikin neighborhood and Ivy 
washington marshall of Oxford to the Community 

Advisory Council to fill unexpired one-year terms 
ending December 31, 2011, and also the ap-
pointments of Clarencia Allen and Jody Taslitz 
to the committee on aging, for two-year terms, 
September 2011 to September 2013.

Recreation regulations and rates
Council approved use regulations and rates for 
admission and other services for the community 
center and parks for the 2011–12 fall/winter sea-
son. There are no major changes. Some nonresident 
fees have gone down and some hockey and speed 
skating fees have gone up by small amounts.

LWV observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, post-
ings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstracted 
from LwV observers’ written reports. The sum-
maries have been edited and prepared by Anne 
mcFarland, Charlene morse and maryann 
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or 
join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of women Voters Cuya-
hoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany 
any redistribution of these reports.

CHPD’s ‘Meet Your Police’ gives a 
voice to resident’s frustrations
James Helmsworth

Since March, the Cleveland Heights 
Police Department has been giving 
residents an opportunity to meet with 
officers through its Meet Your Police 
program. Every Thursday night, from 
6 to 8 p.m., the department hosts an 
open meeting in the basement of city 
hall, where community members can 
discuss their concerns.
 Despite the diversity of disturbances 
to which officers regularly respond, one 
topic has dominated recent sessions: un-
ruly youth. Investigator  Falisa Barry, the 
department representative at the Aug. 11 
meeting, said “the chief complaints right 
now are juvenile complaints.”
 Although raised by residents 
throughout Cleveland Heights, the com-
plaints are startling similar—concerning 
large groups of teenage boys, whom resi-
dents say are roaming the streets, making 
noise, trespassing and harassing people.
 Tensions between youths and adults 
have been rising since the Coventry 
Street Fair disturbance in late June. To-
ward the end of that event, youths from 
all over the Cleveland Metro area con-
verged on Coventry Road, where they 
started fighting and creating commotion. 
Forty police officers were dispatched to 
the scene, and nine arrests were made.
 In response to the mayhem, a six 
o’clock curfew was instituted in the city. 

Jeff Coryell
Committed to regionalism, sustainability, public safety, excellence in
public education, promoting local business, and arts and culture

CoryellForCouncil.com - Vote November 8th
Paid for by Coryell For Council, James J. Costello, Treasurer, 3316 Clarendon Rd, Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

Former government attorney, artist/small businessman, and teacher

Endorsed by State Sen. Shirley Smith, State Rep. Barbara Boyd,
County Councilman Julian Rogers, Vice Mayor Phyllis Evans, City
Councilwoman Bonnie Caplan & School Board Member Ron Register

for Cleveland Heights
       City Council

Committed to regionalism, sustainability, public safety, excellence in
public education, promoting local business, and arts and culture
Former government attorney, artist/small businessman, and teacher
Endorsed by State Sen. Shirley Smith, State Rep. Barbara Boyd,
County Councilman Julian Rogers, Vice Mayor Phyllis Evans, City
      Councilwoman Bonnie Caplan & School Board Member Ron Register

speak one’s mind. The latter usually isn’t 
an issue, she said, explaining, “If you’re 
running for council, you have to have a 
certain level of guts to begin with.”
 Stephens believes that having been 
part of diverse groups (in terms not only 
of race, but also of working style and back-
grounds) is a helpful prerequisite, but no 
single experience can prepare a candidate 
to serve on council. She said she would 
appreciate having another “numbers 
nerd” to work with. Having knowledge of 
specific areas, however, is less important 
for council members than being “willing 
to learn if they don’t know.”
 Caplan, meanwhile, wants someone 
with financial experience because no cur-
rent member has that. Being on council 
involves “a lot of on-the-job training,” she 
said, but added that candidates will be 
fine “as long as they understand money 
and how things work.”
 Beyond that, Caplan said she wants 
someone whose background is different 
from those of the current council mem-
bers. Someone with experience in retail, 
engineering, or art, she said, would bring 
a different perspective.
 Stephens said the hardest part 
about being on council, which the can-
didates might not expect, is the time 
commitment. In addition to regular 
meetings, council members represent 
the city at commission meetings and 

community events. Stephens noted that 
sometimes her council duties keep her 
busy four nights a week. “That takes a 
willingness to invest a lot of personal 
and family time,” she said.
 In addition to the amount of time 
the job takes, Caplan said it is frustrating 
when she cannot help solve a citizen’s 
problem, either because of monetary con-
straints or something else. “We all want 
to please everybody all the time, and it’s 
really hard when you can’t,” she said.
 Despite the challenges, both Stephens 
and Caplan believe that whichever candi-
dates win, they will be pleasantly surprised 
by how fulfilling it is to serve on council.
 “City council is one of the best 
things I’ve done with my time,” Ste-
phens said. “I know what I do makes a 
difference, and I encourage other people 
who think that their contribution will 
help make Cleveland Heights a better 
place . . . to run for office.”
 “You can help make people’s lives 
better,” Caplan said. “You really can, 
and it’s really great to do that.”
 “I feel like I’ve been going to school 
for 18 years,” she added, “I’ve learned a 
ton, and I’ve loved it.”

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights 
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an 
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown 
University. 

new candidates continued from page 1

•  Overlook Road Carriage House Dis-
trict, 1974;

• Fairmount Boulevard District, 1976;
•  Shaker Village District, 1984 (mostly 

present-day Shaker Heights, but in-
cludes some of North Park Boulevard);

•  Forest Hill Historic District, 1986 
(extends into East Cleveland);

•  Fairhill Road Village District, 1990; 
•  Ambler Heights Historic District, 2002;
• Euclid Golf Historic District, 2002;
• Inglewood Historic District, 2009;
•  Grant Deming’s Forest Hill Allotment, 

2010.
 For more information, contact Kara 
Hamley O’Donnell at 216-291-4885 or by 
e-mail at kodonnell@clvhts.com. For a 
map of the sidtrict boundaries, go to www.
heightsobserver.org/read/2011/08/19/another-
new-historic-district-for-cleveland-heights. 
For answers to frequently asked questions 
about historic districts, go to www.cr.nps.
gov/nr/faq.htm.

Kara Hamley O’Donnell is the historic preserva-
tion planner for the city of Cleveland Heights.

historic district continued from page 1

While some have balked at the severity 
of this measure, those present at recent 
Meet Your Police meetings seemed 
largely disappointed in the ineffective-
ness of this measure, informing the 
police that the youths in their neighbor-
hoods seem rowdier than ever.
 Some Heights residents are tak-
ing matters into their own hands. One 
attendee of the Aug. 11 meeting asked 
Barry about the legality of installing 
cameras on his property, hoping that 
the devices would deter youths from 
trespassing on it. Investigator Barry in-
formed him that if the cameras covered 
only his property, it was legal.
 The Heights’s problem with un-
ruly youth may run deeper than simply 
minor disturbances. Anton Billings, in 
attendance at the Aug. 18 meeting, runs 
Rent-a-Dad, an intervention program for 
delinquent teens. He claims that there is 
a gang problem in the area about which 
local residents are “in denial,” and hopes 
to start working with police to bring order 
back to the community.
 Meanwhile, Barry and her col-
leagues will continue enforcing the cur-
few. There is a $50 fine for the parents 
or guardians of children apprehended 
after 6 p.m. in the Coventry Village and 
Cedar Lee business districts.

James Helmsworth is a student at Oberlin 
College and a Heights Observer intern.
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• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance

Has your
lawn
gone on
vacation?

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
SAVE $25.00

Take $25.00 off lawn care
and renovation services.
Offer for new or additional

services. Not to be combined
with other offers.

Expires October 31, 2011.
Code: HOB0911

Are disease, insects, and recreational wear
conspiring with heat, drought, and infertile
soil to ruin your lawn? Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and
green again. Call today to find out how we can
make your yard the envy of the neighborhood.

LL_HO.0911.Sprinkler_Ad:Layout 1  8/26/11  4:03 PM  Page 1

Kenneth Montlack will not seek reelection; 
other incumbents running again

Lewis Pollis

Kenneth Montlack, a sixth-term member 
of the Cleveland Heights City Council 
has announced that he will not run for 
reelection this November. “A person with 
new perspectives, new different ways of 
looking at things . . . would be helpful 
for the city,” said Montlack, whose term 
expires Dec. 31.
 Montlack is currently the chair of the 
public safety and health committee, but 
he has chaired all six council committees 
in his 24 years on council. “If you live long 
enough, these things happen,” he said.
 Dennis Wilcox and Phyllis Evans, 
the other two council members whose 
terms expire at the end of the year, are 

running to keep their seats. Wilcox of-
ficially announced his intentions in June, 
while Evans said she plans to have an 
official kick-off in September.
 Council Member Jason Stein, who 
was appointed to replace Mark Tumeo 
after he accepted a position in Florida, 
is running unopposed in a separate cat-
egory to keep his seat for the remaining 
two years of Tumeo’s term. The terms of 
Mayor Edward Kelley and council mem-
bers Bonita Caplan and Cheryl Stephens 
also expire in December 2013.

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights 
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an 
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown 
University. 

Meet the non-incumbent CH council candidates

Lewis Pollis

There will be at least one new face on 
council in January 2012. Although the 
four nonincumbents running agree on 
some things, each would bring a differ-
ent perspective to council.
 Mary Dunbar is running for council 
again, after losing her 2009 bid by 219 
votes. A 41-year resident of Cleveland 
Heights who spent 22 years working 
in investor relations, she believes her 
knowledge of the community, as well 
as her financial and communications 
expertise would make her an effective 
council member. “I’m used to managing 
projects and having them come in on 
budget,” she said.
 As cofounder of the Cleveland 
Heights Bicycle Coalition, Dunbar 
wants to make Cleveland Heights a 
more bicycle-friendly community, which 
she said is what “people are wanting 
now.” She also served as president of 
the Fairfax Elementary Parent-Teacher 
Association and has helped in the effort 
to add the Shaker Farm neighborhood 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places.
 She considers attracting more 
residents and businesses to Cleveland 
Heights to be the most important issue 
the city faces, and says that city govern-
ment needs to work more closely with 
the school district, nearby cities, and 
residents to make this happen.
 Keba Sylla also ran unsuccessfully 
for council in 2009. A 15-year resident 
of Cleveland Heights and an officer on 
the Citizen Advisory Committee, he has 
a Ph.D. in public administration and an 
M.B.A. in criminal justice studies. He 
believes his experience in these fields 
would help him “bring a new leadership” 
to city council.
 Sylla said safety and security would 
be his top priorities, and that he would 
focus not only on responding to crimes 
but also on preventing them. He also 
said government transparency was an 
important issue and pledged to hold 
regular meetings for the purpose of 
hearing from residents about their 
concerns, as well as informing them of 
council’s actions.
 Making all CH residents feel includ-
ed economically, socially, and culturally 
is important. “I would like to make sure 

people understand . . . I’m here to fight 
for them and for the City of Cleveland 
Heights,” he said.
 Jeff Coryell is running for council 
for the first time. He is a 17-year resident 
of Cleveland Heights and a lawyer. He 
served as an assistant attorney general 
and provided legal counsel to AIDS 
patients and the homeless, pro bono, 
before giving up his legal career to be-
come an artist. The former president of 
the Cleveland Heights Democrats, he 
worked on the presidential campaigns of 
both John Kerry and Barack Obama.
 Coryell believes the city needs a stra-
tegic vision for development and sustain-
ability. He listed public safety, becoming 
more environmentally friendly, external 
marketing, improving and promoting 
public schools, and “work[ing] harder to 
aggressively pursue citizen engagement” 
as among his top priorities.
 In addition, Coryell said his experi-
ence as an artist gives him a perspective 
that is different from those of the other 
council members. He sees himself as “a 
liaison to the arts community,” someone 
who could help “promote Cleveland 
Heights as a true home to the arts.”
 Mike Gaynier has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for only four years, but said he 
“really loved” the community since he 
first moved to the region in 2001. He 
has been the board chair of the Home 
Repair Resource Center for three years. 
Anticipating the coming budget cuts 
to Community Block Development 
Grants, he helped the organization 
transition to a private funding model.
 Gaynier said he thinks his big-
picture mentality would be helpful on 
council, as well as his skill at facilitat-
ing collaboration. “I have an ability to 
help people, bring them together to 
find innovative solutions to challenging 
problems,” he said.
 In addition to supporting public 
schools and encouraging regional col-
laboration, he sees maintaining the 
vitality of successful business districts 
while encouraging the development of 
others (particularly along Taylor Road) 
as key to the city’s future success. 

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights 
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an 
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown 
University. 

removed after citizens had expressed con-
cern about the propriety of its inclusion. 
Council had announced the change at an 
Aug. 8  public hearing on the legislation. 
“We are responding to you by walking in 
this evening and saying, ‘Yes, you got it 
right, we didn’t,’” Council Member Cheryl 
Stephens said at the hearing.  
 At the hearing, many residents ex-
pressed concerns that the zoning code 
changes would be a springboard for 
development of the Cleveland Heights 

zoning continued from page 1

portion of the Oakwood property. 
While the new ordinance affects every 
applicable building in the city, Council 
Member Bonita Caplan said at the time 
that the proposal was directed not to-
ward Oakwood but toward the former 
Coventry Elementary School building.

Lewis Pollis, a lifelong Cleveland Heights 
resident and graduate of Heights High, is an 
Observer intern and sophomore at Brown 
University. 

Coit Road Farmer’s Market gets makeover

Coit Road Farmer’s Market in East Cleveland, a nonprofit with an 80-year history, was chosen as the 
recipient of the annual Neubert Painting Charity Paint giveaway. The market now boasts a barn-red hue 
that is as fresh as the produce sold within. More than 60 employees from Neubert Painting volunteered 
their time to apply the more than 100 gallons of paint donated by Sherwin-Williams.
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HEIGHTS FRAME & ART
Custom Picture Framing

2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Try a FREE class & if you sign up for  
any of our EFT passes that day you will 

save $30.00! (Please present ad) 
 

Featuring music by Beyonce, Rihanna, 
Sugarland, John Mayer, Michael Buble, 
Usher and more.  You’ll combine 
strength, stretch, cardio & core to burn 
up to 600 calories in this one hour class. 
 

M/T/W/TH    6:30 p.m.   
Saturday        8:45 a.m.  
Cleveland Hts. Comm. Ctr. 
 

M/W/TH        9:30 a.m.  
S. Euclid Methodist Church  
(childcare available) 
 

EFT pricing as low as $28/month. –  
mix and match unlimited classes  
to meet your schedule. 
 

Call Mary Beth with any questions:          

           (440) 542-0246 

Open House: Sept. 12 – Sept. 24 

Cheryl Burke 
Two-time  
Champion 

Dancing With  
the Stars 

Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
AUGUST 10, 2011
Councilwoman Susan D. Pardee and Council-
man Steven Sims were excused.

Northeast Ohio Advanced Energy District
Council approved legislation to participate in 
the Northeast Ohio Advanced Energy District. 
As its first action, the city installed a solar-
powered exterior light illuminating a portion 
of city hall.

New windows, air conditioning
Council approved an agreement with Craft-
house Properties to provide and install new 
windows in city buildings. A portion of the grant 
from the Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council 
provided the $81,301. Council also approved 
an agreement with Lake Ridge Refrigeration for 
the purchase and installation of a roof-top air 
conditioning unit for council chambers at a cost 
of $11,000, also from Northeast Ohio Public 
Energy Council grant.

North Park Boulevard name change
Council heard a first reading of a request by 
John Carroll University to change the name of 
North Park Boulevard to John Carroll Boulevard 
before its 125th anniversary on Sept. 6. Council 
asked the university to also present its request 

to the City of Shaker Heights, because the street 
lies within both communities.

Pool repainting
Council authorized Rob Jamieson, service director, 
to obtain quotes to repaint the pool this autumn.

Internet auctions
Council authorized the city to sell, through public 
Internet auctions, items that are no longer needed 
or are unfit for public use. Rob Jamieson said that 
there are government-based auction sites that 
can reach a wider audience. Some police cars 
and service department equipment are available 
for auction.

Solid waste transfer and disposal
Council authorized the city to renew its participa-
tion in a consortium to invite bids for solid waste 
transfer and disposal services. The city currently 
pays $39.40 per ton, and the consortium includes 
an opt-out clause.

LWV observer:Wendy Deuring.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

Winifred Weizer

I enjoy reading the Observer blogs 
from time to time. I find them to be 
entertaining, informative and on oc-
casion challenging. In August, Bob 
Rosenbaum posted one titled “Before 
the city council elections, let’s define 
‘excellent.’” His concern relates to what 
makes an “excellent” government.
 In University Heights, govern-
ment includes not only city council 
and the mayor, but also residents and 
our vision for the city. Therefore, it is 
important to define what we mean by 
excellent government before we can 
question candidates on their ability 
to achieve it. Four council seats are up 
for election in University Heights this 
November, and there may be anywhere 
from 8 to 11 candidates vying for those 
seats.
 We have a representative form 
of government, which means that we 
elect our councilmen and women to 
represent us (and our views) when de-

cisions are made. To do so, those repre-
sentatives need to stay in tune with us. 
How often have you heard from your 
councilmen or councilwomen after 
they were elected? How often have 
they solicited your opinion on major 
issues that confront our community?
 Too often the answer to those 
questions is “Not once have I heard 
from them,” and “No, they have 
never held a meeting to find out what 
I think.” That situation can lead to a 
mindset in which elected officials begin 
to believe that they already have the 
answers. You, the constituent they rep-
resent, is then just told how things will 
be. Rosenbaum’s blog post gives us an 
idea of what kind of responses we can 
expect from those who have crossed 
that line. Elections, therefore, are 
important if we want representatives 
who share our vision for the city.
 I’ve had opportunities to speak 
with many UH residents, and I am 
always impressed at how serious they 
are about the city and the services 
they want. They also are realistic and 
understand that the services we want, 
and the quality of life we expect, come 

POINT OF vIEW

Maintaining excellence is job one
with a price. What we tend to forget, 
though, is that a portion of our fund-
ing comes from the state and federal 
levels of government.
 The deficit reduction work being 
done in Washington will result in less 
funding for both states and cities. As 
state funding is reduced, there will 
be additional cuts by the state to our 
cities, which puts pressure on main-
taining our vision with less funding.
 It certainly sounds good when a 
politician promises lower taxes. In 
fact, Ohio tax rates have been cut. 
As state revenue decreased, cuts were 
made across the board. This led to the 
loss of state funding to cities and to 
our school districts. Unfortunately, 
those cuts far exceed the total of 
the small tax savings that each of us 
received from the state. The only way 
for a city and a school district to make 
up those losses to their budgets is ei-
ther to cut services or to ask residents 
for more funds to maintain them.
 Rosenbaum is right. We really 
need to think about our priorities and, 
as the campaign begins, we need to 
ask the candidates meaningful ques-

tions. Candidates who just say they 
are going to cut our taxes need to 
articulate exactly which services will 
have to change, and to what level they 
must be reduced.
 We also need to be mindful of 
what hasn’t been said by those who 
currently sit on council. For example, 
when the grant for the new pump fire 
truck came before council, both coun-
cilmen running for reelection noted 
that they were hesitant to accept the 
grant. However, they never made it 
clear just why they were hesitant.
 The grant saved UH taxpayers 
$275,000 and enabled the city to 
replace a fire truck that had to be 
replaced. Did they hesitate because 
maintaining a fire department was a 
city service they wanted to consolidate 
with another city? Or did they hesitate 
because they felt we really didn’t need 
a new pump truck? These are the types 
of questions we need to ask to learn if 
their views truly coincide with ours.

Winifred Weizer, a former councilwoman 
and longtime resident of University 
Heights, is filling in for Anita Kazarian. 

gious institutions and local businesses. 
An online version will be available at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 Maps and information about vot-
ing locations, wards and precincts are 
available on the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections website, www.boe.
cuyahogacounty.us, or by calling 216-443-
3298. Voter registration deadline for the 
Nov. 8 election is Oct. 11.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

leauge of women voters continued from page 1

League observers needed!
The League of women Voters is looking for 
people who would be interested in joining 
the League and becoming a member of its 
observer corps. we especially need people 
to cover the meetings of the University Heights 
City Council, but could also use observers 
for Cleveland Heights City Council, and the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights school 
and library boards. If you are interested and 
want to learn more about observer respon-
sibilities and meeting times, please contact 
maryann Barnes (mbarnes9515@gmail.com 
or by phone at 216-321-7525).
 League membership is $60 per year. 
when you join the League of women Vot-
ers you are supporting active participation 
in government, better-informed voters and 
responsible political campaigns. membership 
is open to all citizens 18 years of age or older. 
we welcome all levels of commitment. 
 For more information on our local League 
of women Voters-Cuyahoga Area and a mem-
bership form go to: www.lwvcuyahogaarea.
org/about/join.html

by other communities showing inter-
est in the work of our government and 
eagerly observing the impact of its best 
ideas—as they did in the ’70s and ’80s.
Excellence would result in Cleveland 
Heights being cited as an example of 
leadership and progress in the region, 
and in a general influx of residents and 
business—particularly in comparison 
with surrounding communities.”

   -Bob Rosenbaum

Best of Blogs continued from page 2
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a moment before zip lining over the Zambezi 
River from Zambia to Zimbabwe, annalena 
Weissman, an 8th grader at Ruffing Montes-
sori School, paused to catch up on the news 
back home. 

Heights Observer 
travels to Africa
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Find out who’s the Best of the Heights on Oct. 4 david Jones is a world-class  
instructor at Heights youth Club
Kimberly Morgan 

David Jones, the Tai Shin Doh instruc-
tor at the Heights Youth Club, recently 
received a fifth-degree certificate of pro-
motion (for achieving five of ten degrees 
of skill). He is now one of 22 masters 
worldwide who hold this certificate. 
Jones received his first degree black belt 
at age 15 and his second before college. 
He has traveled to five continents to 
acquire the third and fourth degrees. 
He remarked, “I guess you could say this 
took 45 years to obtain.”  When one of 
his students responded,“That stinks,” 
he replied (with a twinkle in his eye), 
“No, it shows dedication.”
 This certificate of promotion was 
initiated at an annual meeting of the 
masters, where it was stamp-signed by 
those present. The certificate was then 
shipped around the world to the remain-
ing masters, for 21 stamps in all.  Jones 
has had the honor of meeting only two 
of the other masters in person.
 The certificate records the sto-
ries of the art and of the masters who 
trained the awardee. By tradition, these 
stories are passed orally from person to 
person with meticulous accuracy. The 
certificate is like a historical instruc-
tion map, telling the masters’ stories of 
achievement. Now Jones is preparing to 
create his own unique stamp signifying 
his place in the art of Tai Shin Doh.
 One of Jones’s students asked if his 
cheeks were hurting from smiling about 
his achievement. “No,” he replied, “I’m 
more thrilled today,” and motioned to 
his students sitting around the table. In 
turn, two of his students—Simone, age 9 
and Tabitha, age 11—explained why they 
were so excited about class. Saying, “It’s 
fun,” and, “We have Mr. Jones to teach 
us.”
 How did such a rare Tai Shin Doh 
master end up at Heights Youth Club? 
“I am a farmer; that’s the simple truth. 
These are the seeds,” said Jones, smil-
ing at the children. Pointing to the 
area where the class takes place, he 
continued, “There is my field. My job 
is to water and tend the seeds. Kids 

learn martial arts and adults learn self-
defense.  I like to teach the art, the way 
of the heart and the mind, to children.”  
He gestured toward the exercise mats: 
Shall we start to grow?”
 To find out more about Master 
Jones and Tai Shin Doh, the way of the 
heart and mind or the Heights Youth 
Club call 216-321-CLUB.

Kimberly Morgan is the board administrator 
for the Heights Youth Club.

Tai Shin doh master david Jones.Churches for Middle East Peace 
lead events in Greater Cleveland
Mary Ann Kerr 

This is a crucial time for Middle East 
peace efforts. Not only does this Sep-
tember mark the 10th anniversary of the 
attacks of 9/11/01, but also Palestinians 
plan to go to the United Nations to 
request recognition as an independent 
state within the 1967 borders. There 
could not be a more opportune moment 
for a visit from Warren Clark, executive 
director of Churches for Middle East 
Peace (CMEP; www.cmep.org). Clark will 
be speaking to several audiences in the 
Cleveland area Sept. 15–18. His theme 
is “Ending Conflict in the Middle East 
and What You Can Do to Help.”
 Ambassador Clark is a retired ca-
reer U. S. Foreign Service officer with 
extensive experience negotiating in the 
Middle East. He also served in Europe, 
Canada, Africa, and at the United Na-
tions.
 The following events, titled “Con-
flict in the Holy Land: Why Ending It is 
Hard and What You Can Do to Help,” 
are free and open to the public:
•  Thursday, Sept. 15, 7 p.m., West Shore 

Unitarian Church, Rocky River;
•  Sunday, Sept. 18, 9:30 a.m., Church of 

the Saviour (Methodist), Cleveland 
Heights;

•  Sunday, Sept. 18, 12:15 p.m., Plymouth 
Church UCC, Shaker Heights.

 Clark will also lead an advocacy 
workshop on Saturday, Sept. 17, 9 a.m.–
12 p.m., at Trinity Cathedral (Episcopal) 
in downtown Cleveland. The workshop 
will include continental breakfast, 
information, training and networking 
with the goal 0f developing a strong 

presence for CMEP in Northeast Ohio. 
Details and online registration for the 
workshop are at www.cmep.org/content/
our-work, or call 216-360-0359 for more 
information.
 Trinity Cathedral is co-sponsoring 
the advocacy workshop with Canaan 
Fair Trade, Cleveland Peace Action, 
Council on American-Islamic Relations, 
Interfaith Peace Builders, Interfaith 
Council for Peace in the Middle East, 
Presbytery of the Western Reserve, the 
Global, Witness and Justice Ministries 
of the United Church of Christ and Dis-
ciples of Christ, and United Protestant 
Campus Ministries.
 Churches for Middle East Peace is 
a coalition of 24 national denominations 
and organizations, including Catholic, 
Orthodox and Protestant traditions. The 
mission of the coalition is to encourage 
U. S. policies that actively promote a just, 
lasting and comprehensive resolution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, ensuring se-
curity, human rights and religious freedom 
for all the people of the region. CMEP 
church leaders recently urged President 
Obama to work with the United Nations, 
the European Union, Russia and others 
to develop “a comprehensive statement 
. . . that addresses all final status issues, 
including . . . Jerusalem . . . [as] the shared 
capital of both states, a just resolution to 
the issue of all refugees, and assured access 
for all faiths to their holy places.”

Mary Ann Kerr is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and a member of the lead-
ership council of Churches for Middle East 
Peace. She can be reached at maryanndkerr@
aol.com or 216-371-1855.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org

Deanna Bremer Fisher

From May through August, Heights 
residents voted for their favorite 
Heights businesses in 22 categories, 
including best new business. Each 
year FutureHeights—a nonprofit 
dedicated to promoting civic engage-
ment in the Heights through infor-
mation, education, and advocacy, and 
the publisher of the Heights Observer 
community news—conducts the Best 
of the Heights survey to recognize 
the unique attributes of locally-owned 
businesses in the Heights, and their 
contributions to the local economy.

 “Heights residents recognize how 
lucky they are to have such an amazing 
diversity of independent businesses in 
our community and want to show their 
appreciation,” said Lloyd Bell, board 
president of FutureHeights.
 Find out who came out on top at 
the Best of the Heights awards ceremo-
ny on Oct. 4 at Rockefeller’s restaurant, 
3099 Mayfield Road. Call 216-320-1423 
or visit www.futureheights.org for more 
information and to purchase tickets.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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OVER 300 TEAS,  
HERBS, SPICES AND  

CULINARY RX.

(216)577-4171

Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
Fourth Way Study

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Monday - Saturday  11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday  1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

TASTE 
A place for food, wine, fun 

Exciting Wines 

Creative Cuisine 

Dazzling Martinis 
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Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 

!216% 392-133* class1pavers3sbcglobal.net 
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!216% 392-133* 
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Fasement Jaterproofing & Jindows 

1MN1 Jarrensville Otr. Rd. 

www.class1pavers.com 
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SHN hosts carbon cleanse in October

Sarah Wean

The Sustainable Heights Network 
(SHN) and the No Impact Project 
will host a one–week carbon cleanse 
Oct. 16-23. During No Impact Week, 
individuals will have the chance to 
participate on their own, or create a 
team of neighbors and friends, to take 
on fun and interesting challenges, such 
as eating locally, lowering their energy 
use, and meeting more neighbors.
 During the event, participants will 
ponder such questions as:
•  How well can I live without modern 

conveniences?
•  Which expenditures actually make me 

happy, and improve my family’s quality 
of life? Which ones just eat away at my 
time and money?

•  What does my carbon footprint really 
look like?

 The No Impact Project was con-
ceived by Colin Beavan, following the 
success of his blog, book, and film, “No 
Impact Man.” He chronicled his fam-
ily’s yearlong experiment in zero-waste 
living in New York City, and created 

a weeklong experiment based on his 
experiences.
 Now, Heights citizens are invited to 
participate as part of a community-wide, 
and global, experiment. The week’s 
activities are free, and open to all. Edu-
cators are encouraged to register their 
students.
 Learn more at www.NoImpactProj-
ect.org/experiment and www.Sustainble-
HeightsNetwork.blogspot.com.

Sarah Wean will be signing up her Coventry 
Village neighbors for No Impact Week.

216-932-9755

                     The Hann family 
has added a familiar Heights    
          face to our team! 
 

HEATING  /  COOLING  /  PLUMBING  /  BOILERS           

 

Over 99% of our 
customers have referred 
us to their friends and 
family and you will too.

  BILL SHECK, brings 32 years of 
     local hardware business experience 
      assisting homeowners in the  Heights 
       area.  He is a trusted and knowledgeable   
        addition to our business in all areas   
         of home maintenence.  Bill expands 
         our list of special services to serve 
                you better than ever. 

Mention my name 

for $25 discount.
 

Not valid with any other coupon or 

discount.  Discount valid during normal 

workdays only. Expires 9/30/11.

Limit one discount per visit. 

The one & only Hann family 
owned HVAC & plumbing 
business in Cleveland

Kids learn joy of gardening at 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church
Robin Koslen

Two summers ago, Audrey Miller of 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church and 
Tonya Butler, director of Discovery 
Preschool (located in the church) cre-
ated a vegetable garden to involve the 
school-age kids attending the summer 
program at the preschool. 
 Miller recruited Karen Reinke, 
who does most of the gardening at the 
church, and Renke got Carolyn Sugiuchi 
and Joanne Westin to help. Later that 
summer, Westin called on Kathy Ellis, 
a fellow gardener and experienced el-
ementary school teacher, for additional 
assistance. Supported by Discovery staff 
members, Rosemary Sanderfer, Annette 
Butts and Angela Outlaw, the first sum-
mer was both fun and successful.
 The kids grew, harvested, ate and 
enjoyed lettuce, broccoli, beans, cucum-
bers, tomatoes, beets, swiss chard and 
peas. They made place mats illustrating 
the food pyramid, wind chimes from old 
silverware, as well as flower pots and 
scarecrows. 
 Sometimes, things were a little cha-
otic. Kids who were inside working on 
a craft project found their way outside 
for more gardening. Westin described 
it as “herding kittens.”
 The second year, the program added 
carrots, eggplant, and Brussels sprouts, 
and two more volunteers, Ann Curuoso 

and Margy Weinberg.  The real differ-
ence, though, was the commitment to 
minimize the chaos of the year before. 
The first thing the kids did was to make 
a large felt drawstring bags to hold the 
supplies they would need for any activ-
ity. Each child was assigned to one of six 
teams, each with a specific shirt color. 
Each team had its own garden, in which 
the kids decided what to plant, did the 
harvesting, and prepared food from 
what they grew. 
 Gardening sessions always began 
with an introductory lesson. Then, half 
the kids went inside, and half outside. 
Outside, one group might start with 
gardening, another with crafts, another 
with cleaning out the hummingbird 
feeders. Inside, the kids might listen to 
a story and then work on their journals, 
the class mural or another activity. The 
groups switched after one hour. By the 
color of their T-shirts, the adults always 
knew where a child should be. 
 As for the young gardeners, they will 
quickly tell you what they think. Corn is 
the group favorite, followed closely by 
carrots, tomatoes and beets. Vegetables 
taste good and gardening is fun. 
 America’s First Gardener, Michelle 
Obama, would be impressed.

Robin Koslen grew up in the Heights, raised 
her kids in the Heights, and now enjoys being 
a grandma in the Heights.

Jaylen Harris and Jaden Settles picking corn
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FutureHeights speaker series presents Douglas 
Heuer, superintendent for the CH-UH schools

Kevin Smith

FutureNow, the young profession-
als’ committee of FutureHeights, will 
host its second speaker series event on 
Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m. at Myxx, 
12459 Cedar Road. The featured speaker 
is Douglas Heuer, superintendent of 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
schools.

 Heuer will 
explain current 
and future ini-
t iat ives  and 
the upcoming 
schoo l  l e vy. 
The event will 
conclude with 
a question-and-
answer session.
 The event 
is free and open to the public. However, 
seating is limited on a first-come/first-
served basis. RSVP by sending an e-mail 
to info@futureheights.org or by calling 
216-320-1423.
 The FutureHeights speaker series 
hosts members of the community, in-
cluding politicians, activists, business 
owners and residents. The goal of the 
series is to foster a dialogue between the 
city, business owners and residents to 
discuss the challenges and issues facing 
the Heights community.
 For more information, e-mail Kevin 
Smith at smithkp@gmail.com.

Kevin Smith is chair of FutureNow, the young 
professionals’ group of FutureHeights.

Community art 
contest offers 
$150 prize

Kirsten Radivoyevitch

Five years ago, the Heights Librar-
ies celebrated the grand opening of a 
bridge spanning Lee Road. This year, 
it celebrates the opening of the Harvey 
& Friends Bookshop/Cafe located near 
the bridge on the library side. To com-
memorate both of these events, the 
Friends of Heights Libraries invites 
residents to participate in a community 
art contest.
 Contestants, aged 18 years and older, 
may submit one piece of original artwork, 
in any medium, created on the theme 
“Books are the Bridge to the World.” 
 Artwork must be two-dimensional, 
and measure 2’ x 3’ or smaller. Only 30 
submissions will be accepted, therefore  
contact the Friends early to register your 
intent to participate. The deadline for 
registration is Friday, Sept. 30. The art 

will be exhibited in the bookshop/café 
through the month of October. 
 Anyone who views the exhibit can 
participate in judging which piece is the 
best in the show. During the month of 
October, library visitors will be given 
one voting ballot for each dollar spent 
in the bookshop/café. Multiple votes 
are encouraged. The winner will be 
announced at a special event in early 
November, and will receive a cash prize 
of $150. The Friends reserve the right to 
sell the winning piece. 
 For more details or to register, 
e-mail friends@heightslibraries.org or 
call 216-932-3600 ext. 299. All proceeds 
benefit the libraries’ facilities, resources, 
services and programs.

Kirsten Radivoyevitch, a Heights resident, 
off and on, for many years, is the Friends of 
Heights Libraries events coordinator.

LIQUID PLANET LIQUID PLANET   
is now hiring  

Send res(me to  
!"#$%&!'(!)*+&,"-./0$12

See,ing friendly energetic people 
with exceptional c(stomer service 
s,ills. :he position is fast paced 

and team oriented.  
 

;e offer competitive wages  
and are expanding locally  

and nationally.  

It’s true. 

Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 

 

Contact Judith Higbee, Director of Music 
216-321-8880 

higbee@chsaviour.org 

We are one block north of Fairmount Blvd. 
Parking available behind the church 

Church of the Saviour  (United Methodist) 
2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, 44118 

www.chsaviour.org 

!o $o% &iss si)gi)g +i,h $o%r  
high school or college choir2 

 

!"Thursday evening 
rehearsals 

 

!"Childcare available 
 

!"Great opportunity to 
meet and work with other 
area musicians  

 

!"Sunday worship 11 a.m. 

3o&e si)g +i,h %s4 

Barry Zucker 

The word bug comes from the Welsh 
word bwg meaning “ghost”—thus the 
word bugaboo. Got bedbugs? Don’t 
panic. They do not transmit disease 
and can be controlled without toxic 
chemicals.
 The Greek philosopher Democri-
tus advocated hanging a dead deer at 
the foot of the bed. If a dead deer is 
neither handy nor desirable, an im-
mediate remedy is to smear petroleum 
jelly around the legs of the bed so the 
bugs can’t crawl up. Or place each bed 
leg in a container of water. 
 The bugs’ flat shape enables them 
to hide in narrow cracks of baseboards, 
seams of mattresses and crevices be-

hind wallpaper, baseboards and picture 
frames. To prevent this, you may want 
to caulk, replaster or paint. Eliminate 
clutter, encase mattresses and box 
springs, launder sheets and clothing, 
and vacuum, vacuum, vacuum.
 If you still have a problem, try 
steam treatments on upholstery and 
carpeting. If you do it yourself, be sure 
to use low moisture or dry steam with 
low pressure, otherwise the bugs will 
be blown around the room. You can 
also hire an experienced professional 
who has special equipment that will 
kill bedbugs by heating your house to 
130 degrees. Do not try this yourself. 
Keep in mind that spraying pesticides 
for bedbugs is hazardous to one’s 
health and also generally ineffective, 
because the bugs have developed a 
resistance to the chemicals.
 For more information go to www.
beyondpesticides.org/bedbugs/index.htm.

For any bug problems contact Barry Zucker, 
executive director of Beyond Pesticides Ohio, 
at bzucker@beyondpesticidesohio.org

Candidates 
Night
CH/UH Community Candidates Forum

Plan to attend the Community Candidates Forum  
to hear what candidates for Cleveland Heights City 
Council, University Heights City Council, and Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Board of Education have  
to say—and plan to do—for our community. 

Thursday, October 6 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Cleveland Heights Community Center 
1 Monticello Boulevard, Cleveland Heights 

Gain insight and make an informed choice on election day, 
Tuesday, November 8.

The Forum is sponsored by the Cleveland Heights/ 
University Heights Chapter of the League of Women Voters 
Cuyahoga Area and FutureHeights. 

Neither the League of Women Voters nor FutureHeights endorse candidates.  
The forum will be strictly non-partisan. No campaign literature will be permitted in the forum room. 
A table will be available in the hallway for literature. 

LEAGUE OF  

WOMEN VOTERS
®

douglas Heuer

Bedbugs
b U g  O F  T H E 
MONTH

municipalities—Canton, North Canton, 
Yellow Springs, Hartville Village and 
Munroe Falls among them—have en-
acted fracking bans (as have Pittsburgh 
and Detroit), which may face court 
challenges from state government as 
well as from corporations. Governor 
John Kasich favors fracking, as does 
President Obama. Permit applications 
for drilling are rarely denied by the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources.
 Plans are underway in Cleveland 
Heights to present a ban to city council. 
There are gas wells on the former Oak-
wood Club property, on land owned by the 
Shaker Heights schools, and potentially at 

other sites in the Heights. Anti-fracking 
activists foresee legal battles ahead to 
protect both public and private lands.
 The film is broadcast on HBO, and is 
available at the library. The website www.
gaslandthemovie.com describes fracking and 
what’s happening in Ohio and other states. 
To get involved, “like” Burning River Anti-
fracking Network on Facebook, or e-mail 
burningriverantifracking@gmail.com.
 Josh Fox was offered $100,000 for 
the rights to drill for gas on his land. After 
he finished the film, he turned it down.

Catherine Podohil is a writer and editor who 
lives in Cleveland Heights.

fracking continued from page 3
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Open Saturdays  Year Round 
8:00AM to 1:00PM 

Wednesdays  April thru November 
10:00AM to 1:00PM 

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org                                              
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble                                                              
Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing coitmarket-subcribe 
@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook 

Coit’s   Growing  
  in  your  neighborhood 

a community grows on Taylor Road
Kim Sergio Inglis

A new garden is growing near the in-
tersection of Cedar and Taylor roads, 
where University Heights and Cleveland 
Heights meet. The Taylor Road Learn-
ing Garden represents the intersection 
of these two cities, and is evolving 
through the efforts of residents in both 
communities.
 Cindy Oser is among the University 
Heights residents who came together 
last fall to organize a community garden 
on a long-vacant plot of land adjacent to 
the Taylor Academy building. “Mayor 
Infeld had talked about community 
gardens during her campaign, formed 
a volunteer planning committee, and it 
took off from there,” she recalled.
 With the support of Infeld and the 
city, four rows of sod were cleared last 
spring, and gardeners planted the first 
plots in this still-expanding garden.
 Meanwhile, Steve Warner, a teacher at 
Cleveland Heights High School, founded 
a student environmental club during the 
2010–11 school year. “This is a grassroots 
student movement that the administra-
tion supports,” said Warner. “The kids 
have an overwhelming number of ideas.”
 Among their ideas for greening the 
community, and the district’s schools in 
particular, is to plant a rain garden at the 
former Taylor Academy. With that proj-
ect still in the planning stages, Warner 
looked into getting the club involved 
with the UH community garden, and 
they were welcomed by the city.
 “I can’t stress how great the city 
[UH] has been. There’s a strong part-
nership between the garden and the 
city, and now the school,” observed 
Warner. “There’s lots of teamwork, so 
if something needs to happen, it gets 
done. With 30 kids, we have a good work 
force.”
 Oser and Warner cite Infeld as a key 
supporter of the garden. She even has 
a plot there herself, and Warner noted, 
“The garden gives the kids a chance to 

Heights High School Environmental Club members tend their plot at the Taylor Road learning garden. 
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work side by side with the mayor of 
University Heights.”
 This year, the school administration 
approved a one-period service-learning 
class, which includes hands-on activities, 
such as building the community garden. 
Warner says the class will reach across 
disciplines, and envisions garden plan-
ning and other green initiatives being 
developed in the class, and then imple-
mented by the environmental club.
 “I’ll be meeting with English and 
science teachers to develop the cur-
riculum,“ Warner said. “It’s really made 
me excited about the coming school 
year. I’ve been with the school for 14 
years, and am chomping at the bit to 
get started this fall. Even this summer, 
I meet with kids three days a week, to 
work on the garden or clear garbage 
from the site and the street.”
 Just as the class curriculum will draw 
from diverse courses of study, members 
of the club represent a cross section of 
students. “They are all different, with 
different interests,” said Warner, “but 
in the club they all get along.”
 Once gardening season ends this 
fall, Warner’s students will focus on 
planning the rain garden, and other 
future projects. As for the community 
gardeners, Oser said, “We had lots of 
brand new gardeners this year, so we’ll 
use the end of the season to recap and 

plan ahead. The focus this year was to 
get the gardeners going. Next year, we 
plan outreach to nearby businesses.”
 Both Oser and Warner laud the 
garden’s community-building aspect. 
Oser noted, “I moved here in 2009, and 
I work from home, so it can be hard to 
meet people. I’ve met people through 
the garden.” She added, “I no longer have 
school-age children, so I like knowing 
what is happening in the schools. There 
is a connection, through the garden, be-
tween the school and the community.”
 Warner observed, “There’s no way 
we could have done a community garden 
ourselves. We have certain resources, 
the city has certain resources, and it all 
came together. It’s been a very encour-
aging thing, to watch it grow, to develop 
out of nothing. As we proceed, we look 
forward to more of a bond between the 
students and the community.”
 The Taylor Road Learning Garden 
is accepting applications for plots next 
year. A $20 plot fee for the season helps 
cover the cost of water. All levels of gar-
deners are welcome. For information, 
contact University Heights City Hall 
at 216-932-7800.

Kim Sergio Inglis is an avid gardener who, 
two years ago, went from a roof garden 
in Brooklyn, NY to a backyard garden in 
Cleveland Heights.

Church of the 
Redeemer 
emphasizes 
community and 
youth outreach

Jeanette Sloan

Church of the Redeemer, a United 
Methodist congregation, views accep-
tance, diversity and inclusiveness as 
central aspects of the church. This also 
means that “Open Minds, Open Doors, 
Open Hearts” is not just a slogan, but a 
way of life. At Church of the Redeemer, 
everyone is welcome at God’s table.
 Reverend Karen Graham and Kate 
Klaber, church secretary, like to talk 
about community and youth involve-
ment and their outreach programs. 
Graham has been pastor of Church of 
the Redeemer since 2005. Klaber has 
served as secretary since 2004, but has 
been a member of the congregation for 
31 years. They believe it is essential for a 
church to be involved in the community 
and have programs that reach all ages.
 Graham and Klaber recently discussed 
ways in which Church of the Redeemer 
engages young people in the community. 
Youth groups and classes for 7th–12th 
graders meet weekly. The activities for 
young people include discussions, service 
projects, and spiritual development.
 “I believe it’s important for youth to 
feel needed, and I think the church can 
help provide that sense of belonging and 
acceptance. We held a yearlong class on 
bullying this past school year, which was 
well received by our youth,” said Graham.
 Church of the Redeemer is always 
interested in finding new ways to engage 
the community, and seeks others who 
have an interest in being part of this ef-
fort. Graham said, “I would be very open 
to finding more ways for our church to 
engage youth—providing, for example, 
a safe space for youth to gather, getting 
youth involved in some hands-on mis-
sion work, giving youth a forum to speak 
on the issues that matter to them.”
 To learn more about Church of the 
Redeemer and its community outreach 
programs, call 216-932-2065 or visit the 
church’s website, http://cleredeemer.org/.

Jeanette Sloan, an environmental studies 
major at Cleveland State University, is an 
intern at FutureHeights.

Advertise 
in the Heights 
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www.heightsobserver.org
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heights library

JULY 18, 2011
Board President Audrey Cole was absent.

Library hosts youth issues discussion
Nancy Levin, director of the Heights Libraries, 
and Kasey Greer, director of Heights Community 
Congress, led a community meeting at the Lee Road 
Library on July 13. All three meeting rooms were 
used, but there was still an overflow in the hall. 
Every media outlet in the city was there to hear 
the discussion of community issues arising from 
the large number of youths that have appeared at 
community events, including the Coventry street fair. 
City council enacted an emergency curfew from 6 
p.m. to 6 a.m. on unaccompanied minors in both 
the Coventry and Cedar Lee commercial areas. 
Attendance at both the Coventry Village and Lee 
Road libraries is an exception to the curfew, and 
there has not been a change in attendance.

Ohio public library funding
The statewide Public Library Fund (PLF) distribu-

tion of $38,400,446 for July 2011 is 19.66 
percent higher than that for July 2010. The 2011 
year-to-date distribution is 12.45 percent higher 
than last year’s.

Human resources policy manual
The board approved amendments to the manual, 
which will be posted to the library’s website. 
One change is the deletion of the requirement 
that eligibility for hiring a librarian is certification 
by the Ohio Library Council’s Public Librarian 
Certification program. The library will continue to 
support this certification, but recognizes that it is an 
informal certification, not state licensure.

June public service report highlights
•  Clayworks artist Elizabeth Emery presented a 

program for children at the Coventry Village 
Library. The project was making heroes, and 
the children created super-heroes, a mom and 
some friends.

•  Adult services staff began a class on using 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public 
Library Board
meeting highlights

CLEVNET’s new BiblioCommons online catalog. 
In addition to covering searches and reserves, 
the class looks at the social media aspects that 
allow users to create lists and write their own 
reviews.

•  A welcome booklet is being designed for distribu-
tion with new library cards.

•  The University Heights Library, in conjunction 
with Whole Foods, continued the “Healthy in 
the Heights” school-age story time. Green Tara 
Yoga of Cleveland Heights presented a yoga 
mini-session.

•  The University Heights Library manager, Aurora 
Martinez, received help with the preparation 
and planting of the front flowerbeds from two 
members of the UH City Beautiful Commission.

•  Walter Stinson, senior services coordinator for 
University Heights, holds weekly Senior Network 
lectures at the University Heights Library.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

What’s going on 
at your library? 
Fall is almost here, with loads of great 
programming for children, teens and 
adults at Heights Libraries. Here’s just a 
sample. Check the Libraries’ website—
www.heightslibrary.org—for the full 
calendar of events.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Weds., Sept. 7, 7 p.m.
Cedar-Coventry Author Series presents Mary 
Doria Russell. (Registration required.)
Thurs., Sept. 8, 7 p.m.
Step Out of Time Series: Ruth Thayer presents 
Energy Work
Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30 p.m.
The name of this mystery night event for kids 
in grades K–5 is a well-kept secret.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Tues., Sept. 6, 7 p.m.
Happy 5th Birthday, Bridge! Kids can cel-
ebrate the bridge’s 5th birthday by building one 
of their own. (Registration required.)
Sat., Sept. 10, 1 p.m.
Anime Convention for teens. (Registration 
required.)
Tues., Sept. 20, 7 p.m.
Third Tuesday Book Club: Water for El-
ephants by Sara Gruen

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Weds., Sept. 14, 10:30 a.m.
Storytime en Español with Lindsey Walsh. It’s 
fun for the whole family.
Weds.–Fri., Sept. 21–23, 4 p.m.
Babysitting Clinic for teens. (Registration 
required.)
Tues., Sept. 20, 7:30 p.m.
Noble Great Books discussion: The Idiot by 
Fyodor Dostoevsky

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Stories, snacks, and crafts to celebrate fall at 
Whole Foods Market on Cedar Road.
Weds., Sept. 7, 12:30 p.m.
Senior Spot: The Cleveland Memory Project
Weds., Sept. 21, 12:30 p.m.
Senior Spot book discussion at Whole Foods 
Market: King of the Holly Hop by Les 
Roberts

September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month

Sheryl Banks

September is here, and parents are 
shopping for school supplies. One of 
the most important school supplies is 
free library card. 
 Getting a library card is easy and 
free to anyone who lives, works, owns 
property or goes to school in Ohio.  
All that is required is the completion  
of a short application form and a  
picture I.D. with proof of residency. 
A driver’s license is preferred, but a  
passport or other picture I.D., along 
with a personal check or letter 
that includes a valid address, is also  
acceptable.
 Applications can be made at any of 
the four Heights Libraries: Lee Road, 
Coventry Village, Noble Neighbor-

hood and University Heights. A library 
card will be issued immediately upon 
completion of the application. Children 
aged 16 and under need a signature from 
a parent or guardian.
 Heights library cardholders have free 
access to books and computers, homework 
help, computer classes, programs for all 
ages, CDs, DVDs and much more. 
 Children with a library card not only 
have a terrific resource for schoolwork, 
they also have a passport to a special 
place that encourages and nurtures a 
lifelong love of reading and learning.
 Call 216-932-3600 or visit www.
heightslibrary.org for more information 
and library locations.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community 
relations manager for the Heights Libraries.

University Heights Library announces book discussion 
series for seniors at Whole Foods Cedar Center

Sheryl Banks

Senior book enthusiasts are in luck: the 
University Heights Library will once 
again hold a book discussion series at 
Whole Foods Cedar Center as part of 
its regular Senior Spot. The events will 
take place on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. 
at Whole Foods, located at 13998 Cedar 
Road in University Heights.
 “The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights community is filled with enthu-
siastic readers,” said Aurora Martinez, 
University Heights Library manager. 
“That’s why we added the book discus-
sion series to our special Senior Spot 
programming.” 
 The University Heights Library 
partners with Whole Foods to host the 
series so that participants can enjoy 
snacks and a brief health talk in addition 
to the book discussion.
Here’s the fall lineup:
Sept. 21: 
King of the Holly Hop by Les Roberts
Oct. 19: 
Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell
Nov. 16: 
Clouds Without Rain: an Ohio Amish  

Mystery by P. L. Gaus
 Other Senior Spot programs this 
fall will include learning about the Hulu 
website, exploring the work of photog-
rapher Charley Harper, and candle and 
greeting card making.
 Check www.heightslibrary.org for 
more information.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community 
relations manager for the Heights Libraries.

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

Decorate Your HomeLike a Pro! 
Introducing a 4-week class 

taught by a licensed Architect 
& Interior Decorator! 

Class begins October 11
www.JudithEugeneDesigns.com 

216.408.5578

!

Learn how to:
  • Use color & pattern 
  • Decorate on a budget
  • Organize & manage clutter 
                        Plus lots more!

Leigh Bennett

      collage

2021 Murray Hill Road, Cleveland, OH 44106

private/semi private lessons
collage using found & recycled objects

leeann1248@aol.com    

440 552 8578

More stories online at
www.heightsobserver.org

the University heights library, 13866 Cedar road.
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Classified ads

AUGUST 2, 2011
Board Member Karen Jones was absent.

District of Distinction
Board President Eric Coble and Superintendent 
Douglas Heuer received a “District of Distinction” 
award from Pennies for Patients, a service learn-
ing program and fundraiser for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, in acknowledgement of the 
efforts of the district’s students. They raised more 
than $9,000, making Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights one of the highest fundraising districts in 
our region.

Environmental Club
The Environmental Club and advisor Steve Warner 
were recognized for the club’s contribution to the 
greening of district property. A student club mem-
ber, EIlona Eke, gave a PowerPoint presentation 
and reviewed the club’s activities.

Race to the Top (RttT) report
Dr. Joseph Micheller, director of special programs 
and compliance, reported that, as part of RttT, 
the district received money for professional staff 
development. In partnership with John Carroll 

University, the district developed a teacher-leader 
endorsement program. Twenty-four teachers be-
gan coursework on Aug. 1, which consists of ten 
postgraduate semester hours. Eligible teachers are 
either already at the master’s level, working toward 
Master Teacher status, or are already Master 
Teachers. The Master Teacher credential is based 
on the national program for board certification. 
This year 15 of 20 participants achieved Master 
Teacher status, and 13 are in the program.

Levy resolution
The board approved the finance reports and the 
levy resolution presented by Treasurer Scott Gainer. 
The exact ballot language is determined by the 
district, reviewed by the district’s legal counsel, and 
then taken to the county board of elections.

LWV observer: Cassandra Talerico-Kaplin.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

CH-UH schools maintain rating of Continuous Improvement
State test scores show areas for improvement; district pledges strong growth this year  
Angee Shaker 

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District continued 
to build momentum as it retained its 
rating of Continuous Improvement for 
last school year.
 “In 2009, we had one school rated 
Effective. This year we have three Ef-
fective and one Excellent with Dis-
tinction. We always want to improve, 
and according to the state test results, 
that’s exactly what our schools have 

done,” said Superintendent Douglas 
Heuer. “We’ve instituted programs 
and initiatives in recent years that are 
producing results at every level. We’ve 
added additional instructional reading 
and mathematics time at the elementary 
and middle school levels. This year we’re 
changing how we’re doing instruction, 
and working with staff on how to best 
teach in double block classes.”
 “These are consequential changes 
that are producing real improvements,” 
continued Heuer. “Wiley Middle School 

bringing student stories to film
Joy Henderson

When 2011 graduate Joseph Young 
began the two-year interactive media 
program at Heights High, “I had more 
stories than technique,” he said. With 
solid instruction, access to sophisticated 
editing programs, and assistance from 
talented peers, he wrote and acted in a 
short movie, “Friend Zone,” which was 
produced by the school’s interactive 
media department. It is available on the 
Reaching Heights website. The organi-
zation gave a $1,500 grant to fund the 
Script to Film after-school club.
 That’s where Young began writing 
the script for his movie. “I knew that 
the setting should be a location that 
would be easy and cheap to actually 
produce,” he said. That location was the 
high school. The story revolves around 
two students, a boy and a girl, who have 
different views of the world. She’s op-
timistic, he’s pessimistic, and he would 
like to be more than friends with her.
 Taking a student’s story from idea 
to a finished film requires time. To help 
with the writing process, Jeff Glass, 
interactive media teacher, used part 
of the grant funds to hire professional 
writer Bill Kramer. “Mr. Kramer was 
really great at working with me to get 
good dialogue and realistic scenes,” 
said Young. Kramer also played the 
role of director, making sure that the 
filming process moved along. This was 
especially helpful when the crew went 
off-campus to film at Phoenix Coffee on 

Lee Road and on a few city streets.
 Another vital crewmember was Jorge 
Morena, an exchange student from Costa 
Rica. He was the camera person, editor 
and cinematographer. “Jorge’s skill was 
a major asset to this film and for many 
other projects this year,” Glass said.
 Young describes his experience on 
the project as “fantastic and amazing.” 
He will attend Tri-C this fall to study 
media arts, and he plans to eventually 
transfer to School of the Arts Institute 
of Chicago
 Glass’s goal for this year’s interac-
tive media program at Heights High 
is to guide more students through the 
writing and technical aspect of the 
script-to-film process—bringing more 
student stories to film.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

 
 
 

 

    

The Cleveland 
Antiquarian Book & Paper Show 

At the Cleveland Skating Club 
2500 Kemper Road, Shaker Hts. 

Sunday, October 2 
from 10am to 5pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
  

The Northern Ohio Bibliophilic Society (NOBS) will 
host a one-day Book and Paper Show featuring close 
to 30 quality dealers offering the best in Antiquarian 

& Rare Books, First Editions, Signed Books, Post 
Cards, Children’s Books, Posters, Cook Books, 

Mysteries, Americana, Botanicals, Ephemera, and 
Much More! Admission is $5 at the door, $3 for 

students. More information? See www.nobsweb.org. 
Clip this ad and save $1 on admission. 

went from the lowest achieving middle 
school to the highest after we moved to 
block scheduling. Roxboro and Monti-
cello middle schools are going into their 
second year of double block scheduling, 
so we are expecting to see significant 
improvement in both buildings next 
year. Districtwide, teachers are better 
connecting with students and integrat-
ing the use of technology for better 
quality learning.” 
  Some of the notable results from 
this year’s scores include:
 Two buildings met AYP (adequate 
yearly progress) and achieved better 
than expected growth in their value 
added rating, and were increased a rat-
ing: Wiley Middle School is now rated 
Effective and Roxboro Elementary is 
now Excellent with Distinction.   
 Cleveland Heights High School 
moved from Continuous Improvement 
to Effective.
 With the new definition of value 
added ratings, most other buildings are 
now in the Met Expected Growth cat-
egory, except Oxford Elementary, which 
received a Below Expected Growth rat-
ing.
 Monticello Middle School received 
a Met Expected Growth rating and did 

not drop go to Academic Emergency.
 “The district will continue to press 
for improved student learning at all 
levels and will continue to provide 
the support necessary to allow that 
improvement to occur,” said Heuer. 
“Roxboro Elementary is our pioneer; 
their work clearly shows that all of our 
buildings are capable of being desig-
nated as excellent.” 
 The district and building ratings for 
the CH-UH school district are:
District: Continuous Improvement
Boulevard: Continuous Improvement
Canterbury: Academic Watch
Fairfax: Continuous Improvement
Gearity: Continuous Improvement
Noble: Effective
Oxford: Continuous Improvement
Roxboro Elementary: Excellent with 
Distinction
Monticello: Academic Watch
Roxboro Middle: Continuous Improve-
ment
Wiley: Effective
Cleveland Heights High School: Ef-
fective

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.

2011 heights high graduate Joseph young (l) took 
part in the school's interactive media program and 
wrote the script for the film "friend Zone." Jorge 
Morena (r) was the cinematographer.

Call 216-513-3070

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $22/month. 
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2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

heights students have fun at Chinese summer camp
Jacalyn Elfvin

This summer, the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District 
hosted two Chinese camps under the 
direction of Grace Chen. It was an 
exciting adventure—for the program’s 
teachers, and for the more than 50 
campers who explored and learned 
about Chinese language and culture. 
Both camps were hosted at Boulevard 
Elementary School.
 The summer camps focused on 
immersing students in the Chinese 
language and culture in a variety of 
ways. “My nine-year-old daughter, Ava, 
participated in a CH-UH Chinese camp 
this week, and it was phenomenal,” 
said Jennie Collyer, a Fairfax parent. 
“Ava was not looking forward to the 
camp because it sounded too much like 
school, but after the first day, she was 
completely won over.”
 Campers went on a field trip to 
Asia Plaza, where they visited a Chinese 

teacher grace Chen and campers visit a local Chinese supermarket.

supermarket, had lunch at a Chinese res-
taurant, and browsed through Chinese 
gift shops. “We were so impressed by 

Ch-Uh district, Cfo earn financial 
reporting award

Angee Shaker

Scott Gainer, chief financial officer 
for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District, received 
the Certificate of Achievement for Ex-
cellence in Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers Associa-
tion of the United States and Canada 
(GFOA).  
 Gainer earned the award for the 
district’s Comprehensive Annual Finan-
cial Report for the 2010 fiscal year. This 
marks the 10th consecutive time Gainer 
has received the award. In addition, 
Ohio named Gainer the Outstanding 
Treasurer/CFO of the Year for 2010.
 The GFOA considers the Cer-
tificate of Achievement its highest 
honor for governmental accounting and  

financial reporting. 
It recognizes thor-
ough and detailed 
presentation of a 
district’s financial 
condition, activi-
ties and balances for  

the fiscal year.  
 “We are pleased to have earned this 
award again,” Gainer said. “It demon-
strates our commitment to transparency 
and high-quality financial reporting. We 
take our fiduciary responsibility for tax-
payer dollars very seriously and view this 
additional financial reporting as a way 
to keep our community informed.” 

Angee Shaker is the Director of Communi-
cations for Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm to 1 am

                  “respect the food, 
          don’t mess with it too much  
           and the end result 
                   will always be great.”
                                      jill vedaa executive chef

Fences
Patios
Decks
Plantings

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky      (216) 321-7729

the way the teachers interacted with the 
students, and we were amazed by how 
much they had learned in a week,” said 
Collyer. Throughout the week, campers 
also prepared for a special performance 
for family and friends. Afterwards,  stu-
dents shared a Chinese meal with their 

guests.
 “My older daughter, Katy, and I 
attended the end-of-the-week perfor-
mance,” Collyer said. “It was really 
wonderful to share in the excitement 
and enthusiasm of the students, their 
families and friends, and the teachers. 
All of the students seemed very engaged 
and invested in the experience. I hon-
estly can’t believe this was free!”  
 The Chinese summer camp is an 
example of the CH-UH schools’ com-
mitment to providing students with 
programming that addresses the district’s 
vision of P.A.S.S.A.G.E.—Preparing 
All Students for Success in a Global 
Economy. A $400,000 grant from the 
federal foreign language assistance 
program enabled the district to initiate  
Chinese studies at Roxboro Elementary 
School in 2009. Chinese language in-
struction will expand to Fairfax Elemen-
tary and Roxboro Middle schools for the 
2011–12 school year.

Jackalyn Elfvin is administrative assistant 
in the office of communications and commu-
nity engagement for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.
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New salon to offer simplified beauty 
Lita Gonzalez

It’s a small space—700 square feet—
long, narrow and tall. When my eyes 
wandered up from the freshly painted 
walls towards the ceiling, it was im-
mediately apparent that this will be an 
elegant space. Two vintage chandeliers 
hang sparkling from the ceiling in the 
soon-to-open Shawn Paul Salon.
 Shawn Paul Gustafson showed 
me around the salon that will bear his 
name. Nestled between the Stone Oven 
and Kobalt on Lee Road in Cleveland 
Heights, the salon boasts rich but subtle 
jewel-toned walls and silver accents. 
Gustafson explained that he is hoping 
to create a different type of boutique 
salon—exceptionally quaint, very in-
dividualized and all about simplified 
beauty. Shawn Paul Salon will provide 
clients with the option of private ap-
pointments on Sundays.
 “My salon is all about the com-
munity and my clientele,” he said. The 
Surface line of products that the salon 
will carry, are vegan friendly, and are free 
of paraben, gluten and sulfates. Even the 

reading material will be geared to his 
clients’ interests. Gustafson said that he 

wants clients who come into the salon 
to feel comfortable and pampered, and 

wants the services he provides to be 
nurturing and without pretention. “I 
want to create beauty that is more Main 
Street than runway.”
 Gustafson is invested in the Heights 
community. He recently moved back to 
the Heights to live near the salon, and 
will be featuring community art in the 
salon space. 
 “I’m opening my salon with three 
goals in mind: to create simplified 
beauty for everyone, to support the Ce-
dar Lee district, and to give back to the 
community. Wanting to embed myself 
deeper into the community that I love 
made the decision to open my own salon 
here easy,” he said.
 With only two chairs and one sink, 
the salon will be intimate and offer 
highly personalized services. Because 
beauty involves more than just hair 
care, Gustafson hopes to eventually add 
alternative wellness services. Right now 
he is focused on all that still needs to be 
done in order to open in September.

Lita Gonzalez is a longtime Heights resident 
and community volunteer.

Shawn Paul Salon 
216-862-6029

2265 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
M-Th 1 p.m. to 9 p.m
F 1-5 p.m.   Sat. 10 a.m.– 4 p.m.
Sunday by appointment
www.shawnpaulsalon.com
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Mums, Pansies, Bulbs,  Kale, Cabbage, 
Pumpkins, Gourds & Corn Stalks

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

Mon - Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

BACK 2 COOL!

20-80% Off Everything

Mix & Match 5 for $25
Corn Stalks, 8" Mums, Kale,
Pumpkins, Mini Straw Bales

(reg. $5.99 each)

FREE 5 Year Warranty
with any Tree Planting

30% OFF House Plants
with your student ID

Firewood!
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Cleveland Heights bookseller to attend book show
Brian Meggitt

Larry Rakow’s lifelong love affair with 
books has taken him from reader to li-
brarian and from collector to bookseller. 
Specializing in children’s literature, 

Rakow now operates an independent 
venture, Wonderland Books, from his 
home in Cleveland Heights. He will 
soon be showing his wares at the Cleve-
land Antiquarian Book and Paper Show, 
Sunday, Oct. 2 at the Cleveland Skating 

Club in Shaker Heights. Book fairs re-
main one of the most important ways 
for independent sellers to connect with 
customers, find new stock, and keep a 
foothold in the changing market.
 “Publishing and book selling have 
experienced tremendous change and 
tumult since the advent of the Inter-
net,” Rakow said, “and this continues 
to transform an industry that had 
previously been stable and conserva-
tive for hundreds of years.” Large retail 
stores like Borders and Joseph-Beth 
have either gone bankrupt or removed 
themselves from the Cleveland metro-
politan area, while independent brick-
and-mortar stores and online specialists 
continue to navigate the choppy waters 
of the e-book era. For local booksellers 
success is closely tied to providing excel-
lent customer service and paying special 
attention to the reading and collecting 
tastes of their customers.
 It was Rakow’s passion for pop-up 
books that slowly transformed him from 

Cleveland heights bookseller, larry rakow, stands 
beside some of his rare and vintage children's 
books.

a parent buying books for his children 
to a collector of vintage children’s lit-
erature, and eventually into a dealer 
specializing in the same field. “It started 
with simply looking to sell off duplicate 
copies from my collection, but eventu-
ally took on a life of its own,” Rakow ex-
plained. “While the Web—Amazon and 
eBay specifically—radically changed the 
retail market, it has also enabled people 
like me to be successful selling within a 
specialty field.” Rakow sells his books 
through various means: at his home 
to interested collectors, via the Web 
through eBay and Abe Books (formerly 
the Advanced Book Exchange) and at 
book fairs.
 Book fairs are so important to 
booksellers and collectors that Rakow, 
as president of the nonprofit Northern 
Ohio Bibliophilic Society (NOBS), 
has helped resurrect the tradition of 
a Cleveland book fair. “NOBS used to 
hold annual book fairs at the Grays Ar-
mory downtown and still sponsors the 
annual fair in Akron, but it has been a 
while since the organization has had a 
show in Cleveland. We’ve been looking 
for the right place to hold a Cleveland 
area show and feel we’ve found it with 
the Cleveland Skating Club,” Rakow 
said.
 The Oct.  2 show will be held from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the club, 2500 Kem-
per Road, Shaker Heights. Conveniently 
located near Shaker Square and the 
Larchmere neighborhood, the show will 
feature more than 25 dealers with rare 
and out-of-print books in a variety of 
genres, including children’s literature, 
mysteries, cookbooks, science, history, 
science fiction and first editions, as well 
as paper ephemera like vintage posters 
and postcards. More information on the 
Cleveland Antiquarian Book and Paper 
Show is available at www.nobsweb.org.

Brian Meggitt is the executive coordinator 
for the Northern Ohio Bibliophilic Society.
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Sunday, September 18, 2011
12:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Preview Party •  Saturday, September 17, 2011
Beaumont Painter Mansion

Sponsored by:

Heights Community Congress
Tour Tickets:  $20 Each

$25 Each day of the Tour

For more information on the Tour, for Ticket Locations or to order on-line visit:

www.heightscongress.org or call 216.321.6775
All proceeds to benefit Heights Community Congress

The 34th Heights Heritage
Home & Garden Tour

Jimmy o’Neill’s, an alternative to the ubiquitous sports bar
Jason Floyd Williams

Sports bars specialize in the non-
conversation, with eardrum-aching 
trendy music, and rows of TVs showing 
21 flavors of assorted sports. These bars 
become the sad backdrops for whatever 
dull reality show currently shoplifts the 
collective consciousness. 
 Jimmy O’Neill’s, by comparison, 
is a rare, Indiana Jones-smuggled find. 
Like long-gone gems Turkey Ridge and 
Knotty Pine, Jimmy’s keeps the volume 
low on the TVs so that Monk, Miles, 
Ella, Louis and Blossom can rise to the 
top. Jimmy O’Neill’s is such perfect 
can-kicking distance from the Cedar-
Lee Theatre that the regular movie 
enthusiast can swing by before or after 
the flick for the best—believe it or not—
beet cake in Northeast Ohio, and a mug 
of the cheapest Moosehead draft on Lee 
Road ($2.50).
 At Jimmy’s, you’ll find a business- 
owner who works his place. With his 
Dr. Moreau Hawaiian shirts, O’Neill 
is at his tavern nearly every night—a 
hard-working guy.
 Christmas lights remain lit all year, 
and the wings are consistently great. I 
haven’t sampled wings at every place in 
the city (though if I’m to reach 700 lbs. 
and get on an extreme-weight-loss show, 
I’d better hurry), so I can’t say Jimmy’s 
are the best, but they have to be in the 
top three.
 The ol’ lady and I have taken a 
couple handfuls of folks with us to 
Jimmy’s over the past seven years, and 
our friends have tried a variety of dishes 
from the menu, all with positive com-
pliments: mussels, grilled steak salads, 
burgers, roast duck, mozzarella sticks, 
vegetarian curry dinner. It’s a terrific 
oscillation from American staples to 
more unusual entrees.
 It’s a great joy to find a place where 
you can interact with someone over a 
meal, and where you get to know the 
owner and staff. Like Cheers, everyone 
knows your name. You’re not going to 

get familiar with Mr. Panini, Mrs. Hoot-
ers won’t return your call, and Professor 
Winking Lizard won’t have your favor-
ite drinks ready when you walk in the 
door.
 There aren’t many unique places 
like this left. They’re the passenger pi-
geons of this generation. These holdouts 
against fleeting trends. Turkey Ridge is 
gone; Knotty Pine is gone; Peking Gour-
met is gone. Many folks allow places to 

become blurs on the periphery. It hap-
pens. You can’t notice every place. But 
this place is worth noticing.

Jason Floyd Williams, former Big Fun em-
ployee, owns and operates his own vintage 
toy store at the edge of Lake County called 
Spaceman Floyd’s Cosmic Toys.

High gas prices lead to fuel innovation
Robin Koslen

When gas prices rose to more than four 
dollars a gallon, Josh Barrett, owner 
of Heights Tile and Stone, decided to 
pursue a chemistry project which, for a 
few months, turned him into something 
of a mad scientist. 
 He got rid of his antiquated gas-
guzzler, bought a diesel truck, and 
taught himself how to make biodiesel 
fuel. The internet sources he used for 
guidance made it seem simple. Get used 
cooking oil; add lye and methanol; heat, 
mix and wash and—ta da  —you’ve got 
biodiesel.
 The reality was not so fast, or 
easy. Barrett began the project in April 
and his truck finally began running on  
biodiesel in July. Sometimes tubes 
clogged, oil overheated, or the wrong 
ratio of lye and methanol created  
some terrific soap. Each new setback 
demanded an increasingly creative 
solution.
 Barrett solved one problem by 
taking advantage of this summer’s ex-
cruciating heat wave. The oil needs to 

be heated, washed and finally cleared of 
the water used in the washing phase. Us-
ing the sun’s heat instead of an electric 
hot water heater made the heating and 
evaporation process more economical 
and better for the environment.
 Another hurdle was finding a steady 
source of oil. Barrett sought help from 
the community, and Tommy Fello,  
owner of Tommy’s Restaurant in  
Coventry Village, came to his aid. For 
those who want to create biodiesel fuel, 
Fello has made it easy by reserving and 
making available the used oil from his 
restaurant.
 When you see a white truck with a 
“Praise the Lard” bumper sticker around 
Cleveland Heights, know that the guy 
behind the wheel had the tenacity to 
overcome months of challenges in 
order to make his business—and our 
community—a little bit cleaner.
 For more information, contact Bar-
rett at josh@heights-tile-stone.com.

Robin Koslen grew up in the Heights, raised 
her kids in the Heights, and now enjoys being 
a grandma in the Heights. Josh barrett, owner of heights tile and stone, figured out how to run his truck on biodiesel. 
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If traditional marketing isn’t 
working, Z-Mobile is the answer 

 

Text messaging is one of the fastest ways 
to communicate. Text messages are read 
within four minutes of receiving them. 

 

Instant Marketing: 
* All automated, which saves you time. 
* Assured that 98% of all texts will be read. 

 

Increase Product Sales: 
* Every business will see its sales, customers,  
and client list increase. 

 

Go to www.SunAndFun-PlanB.com  
and click on “Additional Products” 

Special promotion: $99.95/month 
Call 216-526-7699 

ATTENTION 
ALL  

BUSINESSES 
BIG AND 
SMALL!!! 

at press time, the Heights Observer 

learned that Jimmy o’Neill’s has 

closed for business. No further 

details were available.
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local musician battles recession with ukulele
James Helmsworth

Tom Olson still remembers his first 
guitar. “It was the worst thing you’ve 
ever seen in your life,” he said with a 
broad smile. “We all start with these 
awful things.”
 As a child, he didn’t see the short-
comings of a particular instrument. 
Instead he saw a world of possibilities. 
Dozens of guitars and a few decades 
later, Olson’s enthusiasm is still there.
 Currently, Olson balances a career 
as a performing musician (making fre-
quent appearances in pit orchestras and 
at private parties) with a position as 
the titular instructor at Olson Guitar 
Studios, which he started in 1987, after 
graduating from the Cleveland Institute 
of Music. 
 For the last 13 years, his business has 

abstract brings Vegas style to the heights
Amy Schneider

Cindy Jahn, owner of Abstract a Hair 
Salon, and Ryan Simons, lead stylist, 
attended The Gathering 2011 for Paul 
Mitchell in Las Vegas in July.
 There, at the annual event for styl-
ists and salon owners from all over the 
world, they learned some of Paul Mitch-
ell’s current and most creative cutting 
and coloring techniques.
 “We came back energized and 
excited about ourselves and our abili-
ties,” said Simons. “Meeting John Paul 
DeJorgia, owner and cofounder of John 
Paul Mitchell Systems, was a highlight,” 
she said, “as was the White Party, where 
the hairdressers, who always wear black, 
finally got to wear white and let their ryan simons and Cindy Jahn at the White party in las Vegas.

hair down.”
 Abstract, located on the mezzanine 
level of the Heights Medical Building at 
Cedar Fairmount, has been a Cleveland 
Heights staple for more than 20 years. 
Jahn said that continuing education 
helps keep her and her staff on the 
cutting edge. “Tinsel and feathers,” she 
noted, “are in every fashion magazine, 
and we offer a wide variety of both.”
 Jahn said she is happy to have gotten 
so much from her five-day stay in Las 
Vegas, and Simons, commenting on how 
much she learned at the convention, 
joked, “Not everything that happens in 
Vegas should stay there.”

Amy Schneider is an Oberlin and CWRU 
alumna, an avid knitter, and Harry Potter 
fan. She owns Hang it Up! framing in Cedar 
Fairmount.

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

*Mention this ad to receive free delivery on your Easter flowers.
(One free delivery per household.)

3477 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights
216.321.4114

3451 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

www.heightsfloralshoppe.com
www.heightsfloralshoppe.blogspot.com

216-321-4114

New Location –
in the Garden Room 
of Paysage

been based out of his home in Cleveland 
Heights.
 “Cleveland Heights is a great place 
to have a home business,” he said. 
“They’re very liberal about it here.”
 Throughout his time teaching, Ol-
son has seen innumerable changes occur 
to both guitar pedagogy and the tastes 
of his students. These include the adop-
tion of CD players, which make learning 
guitar licks easier, due to the format’s 
precision timing, and the popularity 
of the classic rock radio format. Said 
Olson, “Now kids are coming in and 
they want to learn all the songs I learned 
when I was a kid.”
 Though easygoing and quick to 
laugh, Olson’s tone turns serious when 
discussing certain changes in music edu-
cation, specifically, its recent downturn 
due to the recession. Apparently, fewer 

and fewer parents are willing to pay for 
music lessons for their children.
 Olson sighed. “Kids really need 
music,” he said. “They need formal mu-
sic lessons as part of their education.”  
Indeed, recent research has linked 
musical training with achievement on 
standardized tests such as the SAT and 
the ACT.
 Surprisingly flexible and business-
savvy for a self-described “classical 
guitar virtuoso,” Olson’s response to 
the economic slump is simple: offer a 
wider range of instruction. This year, 
he is adding the ukulele to the list of 
instruments that he teaches, where it  
joins the ranks of guitar (classical, jazz, 
and rock), banjo (tenor and five-string), 
bass guitar and piano.
 The ukulele’s addition to Olson’s 
repertoire comes in response to a spike 
in popularity of the instrument. Accord-
ing to Olson, ukulele’s are so popular 
that, “music stores can’t keep them in 
stock.” Indeed, the ukulele is more pres-
ent in popular culture than ever. Eddie 
Vedder, lead singer of the group Pearl 
Jam, just released a solo album of songs 
featuring ukulele. Some of YouTube’s 
most-viewed videos also feature the 

ukulele, such as those of the Ukulele 
Orchestra of Great Britain and those 
of Julia Nunes. Nunes, a young woman 
from New York, has launched a career 
based on the popularity of her YouTube 
videos, in which she plays pop and rock 
songs on ukulele.
 As responsive as he is changes in 
popular culture, Olson is uncompro-
mising when it comes to the discipline 
of his students. He warns prospective 
students that becoming a master of any 
instrument is far harder than they think. 
“You need to be ready to be in it for the 
long haul,” he said.
 He for one is—Olson tries to un-
derstand the psyche of every one of his 
students. “Teaching  guitar, like anything 
else, is about getting into the mind 
of the students, finding out how they 
think musically, and changing it.” Olson 
laughed, adding. “‘Cause they wouldn’t 
be a student unless they needed some-
thing to be changed.”
 Tom Olson can be reached at guitar-
gadfly@yahoo.com. He teaches Monday 
through Thursday.

James Helmsworth is a student at Oberlin 
College and a Heights Observer intern.

Abstract a Hair Salon
216-229-2222

2450 Fairmount Blvd. #M100
Cleveland Heights
Tuesday & Thursday - 12 pm - 9 pm
Wednesday - 10 am - 7 pm
Friday & Saturday - 9 am - 5 pm
Sunday & Monday - Closed
www.abstractahairsalon.com
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Real Gain for Our Neighborhoods 
Mike will work to preserve our neighborhoods with sustainable  
renovation and diversi�ed housing options.  He will promote our 
vibrant local businesses and non-pro�ts, and work to set speci�c,  
measurable, goals and objectives for targeted development.

Real Gain for Our Schools
Mike will work cooperatively with educators to help strengthen our 
schools.  Mike supports the levy!

Real Gain for Our Future
Mike will focus on public safety, core services, and balanced budgets, 
while investing in our future.  Mike will promote regional cooperation 
to reduce costs and produce �scally sound economic development 
and growth.
  

 

 

 
www.realgainforclevelandheights.com

Paid for by Committee to Elect Mike Gaynier
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the story of a lifetime--writing your personal legacy
Judith Eugene

Everyone has a valuable story to tell. 
The experiences, accomplishments and 
lessons we have learned throughout 
our lives are unique. Recording your 
life story is a way for your loved ones 
to learn more about who you are and 
what is important to you. It is also 
therapeutic to reflect on your life’s 
progress, and to analyze what you have 
accomplished and what you would still 
like to accomplish.
 Whether you decide to write as a 
gift to others, or simply as an exercise 
in personal reflection, there are many 
ways to record your personal legacy. 
Autobiographies, family histories, ethi-
cal wills, and memoirs are four common 
formats your story can take. Deciding 
on a format is a matter of personal 
preference, and depends on how much 
material you want to include, how much 
time you have to write, and your desired 
deadline for finishing.
 Autobiographies are overviews of 
your entire life written in chronologi-
cal order, beginning with your earliest 
memory and concluding with the pres-
ent. Family histories are similar to 
autobiographies, and include autobiog-
raphies of other family members as well 
as yours. Ethical wills are descriptions 
of your beliefs, ethics, values and in-
sights. They describe why you are who 
you are, and are illustrated with stories 
from your life. Memoirs are a blend of 
autobiographies and ethical wills. They 
combine factual accounts with thoughts 
and feelings. Unlike autobiographies, 
when writing ethical wills or memoirs 
you can decide which parts of your life 
you want to include and which parts you 
want to omit.
 Many people are hesitant to write 
their personal legacies because they 
are not experienced writers. In truth, 
anyone can write a legacy. Unlike pro-
fessional publications that take certain 
formats and engage the reader in certain 
ways, legacies can take any format you 
wish and be written in whatever style 
suits you. The best format is one that 
follows your natural speaking style, 
because then it is truly an expression 
of yourself.
 Before you begin to write your 
legacy, you need to gather your ideas. 
Make a list of the people, events, or 
thoughts you want to include. This can 
take place over several weeks to several 

months. Keep a notebook or a journal 
with you so that you can record an idea 
whenever it occurs. When you have 
finished gathering your ideas, group 
them into logical chapter titles. Then 
organize your chapter titles into a logical 
sequence, or outline.
 Once you begin to write, you don’t 
need to write your chapters in order. 
Start with whichever chapter naturally 
calls to you. You may choose to write 
by hand, type on the computer, or write 
by hand and have someone else type it 
for you. Another option is computer 
software that automatically types when 
you speak into a microphone. Whatever 

Heights Chamber Orchestra begins fall season
Anton Hilfreich 

Heights Chamber Orchestra (HCO)
starts its 29th season with a new con-
certmistress, Emily Cornelius, a player 
with an impressive record as soloist and 
a large teaching studio at the Fairmont 
School of the Performing Arts. She 
replaces Gino Raffaelli, who, on his 
retirement after 28 years of service, was 
named Concertmaster for Life.
 In those 28 years, Raffaelli appeared 
16 times as soloist with the orchestra, 
performing, among other works, con-
certos by Mozart, Beethoven, Haydn, 
Lalo, Mendelssohn and the American 
composer Samuel Barber. “Mr. Raffaelli’s 
generous sharing of his professional ex-
pertise and his superb musicianship has 
been a true blessing,” said principal vio-
list Luane Lasky, “and we’re happy that 
his positive influence will continue as he 
takes on a new post as board member.”
 Anthony Addison, a leader in Cleve-
land opera during the 1960s and 70s, 
and recently appointed HCO’s music 
director, will conduct four concerts. 
Melisse Brunet, currently completing 
advanced studies at the Cleveland In-
stitute of Music, will lead a concert of 
French music.
 HCO comprises 45 professional 
and amateur musicians who reside pre-
dominantly in Cleveland Heights and 
the eastern suburbs of Cleveland. Every 
new season brings new members to revi-
talize the group. No auditions are held, 
but interested players are welcomed to 
rehearsals to see how well they fit with 
the group.

 In addition to Raffaelli, there are 
a handful of players who have also 

been with the group for many years. 
Toni Miller, a 25-year member, said, 
“The great variety of music that HCO 
explores is good both for us in the or-
chestra and for our audience.” 
 The 2011–12 season will start Oct. 
23 at Grace Lutheran Church, on Cedar 
Road in Cleveland Heights. The Nov. 
20 concert will be held at First Baptist 
Church in Shaker Heights; the Feb. 
19, 2012, concert will be held at Grace 
Lutheran Church, and the final program 
will take place on April 1. Concerts 
are presented in area churches, free of 
charge.
 Learn more at www.heightschamber-
orchestra.com.

Anton Hilfreich is a longstanding musician 
and former Heights resident.

format you choose, you may also wish 
to include photos, letters, newspaper 
articles, or family trees to help illustrate 
your story.
 When you are finished writing it is 
a good idea to have a professional writer, 
editor, or a friend who is good at writing 
look over your work. It is often hard to 
detach from what you are writing and 
see it from an unbiased point of view. 
Your editor can verify whether your 
organization makes sense and whether 
you have gotten your ideas across clearly. 
He or she can also help with grammar 
and spelling, if you need it.
 There are several options for pub-

lishing your legacy once it is finished. 
You can make simple stapled photocop-
ies, take it to an office supply store and 
have it bound, or make professional-
looking hardcover books online. What-
ever format your legacy takes, it will be 
a unique gift to share with friends and 
family, and will surely be treasured for 
years to come.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides writing services for 
senior adults and those with mobility chal-
lenges through www.LovingHandsGroup.
com. She may be reached at 216-408-5578 or 
Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com.

luane lesky, principal viola and Cleveland heights 
resident.
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Church of the Saviour 
United Methodist 

2537 Lee Road 
Cleveland Heights 
 
(216) 321-8880 
www.chsaviour.org 
 

September 11 is Kick-Off Sunday—Join us for  
worship followed by a picnic on the lawn! 
 

Dr. Charles Yoost preaching:  What A Coincidence ! 
 

Fall Sermon Series:  God, Did You Get My Call? 
 

     8:30 a.m. Traditional service in Myers Chapel 
     9:30 a.m.  Contemporary service in the Great Hall 
  11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
     5:30 p.m. Potluck, Praise and Prayer  in the Parlor 
     6:30 p.m. GPS in the Great Hall  
     Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
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Heights music alumni to return for November reunion
Margaret Walker

All Heights High band and orchestra 
alumni are invited to return and make 
music together at a November concert 
in the high school’s auditorium. The 
concert will be part of a weekend re-
union of Heights instrumental music 
department alumni from 1949 to 1964, 
who will gather from all over the coun-
try to honor John F. Farinacci, former 
director of the instrumental music 
department.
 Brett Baker and Dan Heim, cur-

rent departmen directors, have invited 
the alumni to participate in their fall 
concert on Saturday, Nov. 12. The  
alumni band will be conducted by Lois 
Latnik (’58) and the orchestra by John 
Landis (’59).
 For information, contact Dick 
Rose (’59) at rarose@rose-vintage-in-
struments.com or 614-861-3312, or visit  
www.FarinacciAtHeights.org. 

Margaret Walker, who graduated from 
Heights High in 1960, is cochair of reunion 
planning for the Farinacci Years Reunion.

‘Grizzly Mama’ opens 2011-12 Dobama season
Dianne Boduszek

To begin its 52nd season, Dobama 
Theatre is presenting the world pre-
miere production of “Grizzly Mama” by 
George Brant. The play opens on Sept. 
9 and runs through Oct. 2, with preview 
performances on Sept. 6 and 8.
 Dobama, which typically commis-
sions a play every year or two, is com-
mitted to featuring the work of local 
playwrights. Impressed by the work of 
George Brant, who moved to Cleveland 
Heights last year, the company asked 
him to write a play about Sarah Palin 
for its 2011–12 season. The resulting dark 
comedy is about murder, motherhood, 
and moose. It features Deb, a divorced 
suburban mom who reimagines herself 
as the righteous avenger of the death of 
her own activist mother.

 Deb’s daughter, Hannah, is a typi-
cal teenager, until she learns the truth 
about why mom moved them next door 
to a certain presidential candidate from 
Alaska. Although the play examines 
some current political issues, it ends 
up on a more universal theme: mother-
daughter relationships.
 Brant’s plays have been produced at 
the Cleveland Play House and abroad. 
He is the recipient of numerous awards, 
including the David Cohen National 
Playwriting Award from the Kennedy 
Center, the Keene Prize for Literature, 
and writing fellowships from the Mac-
Dowell Colony, the Blue Mountain 
Center, and the Djerassi Resident Art-
ists program.
 Laura Kepley directs Dobama’s 
“Grizzly Mama.” She recently directed 
the acclaimed production of “My Name 

is Asher Lev” at the Cleveland Play 
House, where she serves as associate 
artistic director.
 Tickets for preview performances 
and for students are $10; Friday and 
Saturday nights $26 for regular admis-
sion and $24 for seniors; Thursday and 
Sunday are $21 and $19. Rush tickets, 
available to patrons 21 and younger, are 
$5. A limited quantity will be sold no 
earlier than five minutes before curtain 
time, based on availability.
 In an effort to remove economic 
barriers and make Dobama productions 
accessible to everyone, the theatre is of-
fering “pay-as-you-can” performances on 
the first Sunday of the production’s run.
 For more information about Do-
bama’s 2011–12 season, call 216-932-3396 
or visit www.dobama.org.

Dianne Boduszek is managing director of 
Dobama Theatre, and an occasional actor 
on its stage.

WASHINGTON & LEE 
AUTO SERVICE

Voted Best Auto  
Service 2009,  
Readers Poll,  
Heights Observer!

Combined 109 Years of 
Experience

Exhaust Repair and  
Custom Pipe Bending

Locally Owned &  
Operated

We service domestic 
and import vehicles and 
light duty trucks.

Need something  
welded? Call us.

2080 Lee Road,  Cleveland Heights

(216) 371-2850
Mon-Fri 7 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. by Appt.

Now Offering 

Refined and 

Recycled Motor 

Oil! S
aving the 

Planet One Oil 

Change at a 

Time!

Pa’s Truck
By Lynn Porcello

was faded black and red with rust.

He had it since the war.

Ma waited for him,

and they got hitched after World War II.

They used that truck for all the chores

and everything else--

hauling, moving, and helping others. 

Pa even lived in it one time

after he got out of the Army.

Behind the wheel he was at ease,

drove sensible. Ma insisted on that,

and Pa listened to her most of the time.

All us kids learned to drive Pa’s truck

on the mosey-on-down roads near our farm.

Pa got mad when Uncle Salvatore

ran it into a ditch after drinking too much

home brew. Pa kept it running like a clock.

Got good gas mileage, too. 

Ma keeps Pa’s truck in the barn.

I can still picture Pa driving it out Route 42

to Mary’s diner for coffee and doughnuts.

Lynn Porcello is a resident of Cleveland Heights and a grandmother of eight. She is in-
spired by other poets, including Anna Ahkmatova, Maya Angelou and Robert Frost.

heightsWrites
Poem for September 2011
Sometimes a pickup truck, especially if  survives long past the warranty, seems to take 
on the personality of its owner.

—Meredith Holmes

More stories online at www.heightsobserver.org
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Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 10/31/11

MONDAY–FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 
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SHUMAKER’S 
HARDWOOD FLOORS LLC

 

HIGH QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOOR SERVICES
FEATURING DUST-FREE SANDING 

 

Installation, Repair & Refinishing 
Family Owned & Operated 

Fully Insured 
 

PHONE: 216-659-7676
www.shumakers-hardwood-floors.com 
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OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com
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OFFICE NET CENTRAL
Workspace without the Overhead! 

**NOW IN SHAKER SQUARE!**

Now Renting: 
Private Offices; Cubicles & Table Space 
Conference Room bookings  
Virtual Services; Printing Services 
Computer Repair 

Keep Watch for our Grand Opening  
and Networking Events! 

New Address: 
13212 Shaker Square, Suite #100 

 Cleveland, OH 44120 
Tel# 216.229.3002 Fax# 216.229.9190 
 

www.OfficeNetCentral.com OfficeNetCentral@att.net

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.facebook.com/heightshardware
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PROMARKPROMARKPROMARK   
         ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &   

SEAL COATINGSEAL COATINGSEAL COATING   
216-249-4507 

FREE ESTIMATES! 
 

SEE US ON ANGIES LIST:  
WWW.PROMARKASPHALTPAVING   
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 • Small, Friendly Yoga Classes
• Healing Reiki �erapy

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578 
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Located in Coventry Village
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OLSON GUITAR AND 
PIANO STUDIO  

 Cleveland Hts 
 

 Cleveland's Dean  
of guitar teachers!  

 

 Lessons in Guitar, Banjo, Piano, 
Bass and now UKULELE! 

 

 Rates REDUCED due to the economy!  
 

 Call Tom at 216-371-1919 
 guitargadfly@yahoo.com 
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www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-513-3070 to find out how you can advertise your business for $22/month
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***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 



Heights Observer September 1, 2011    www.heightsobserver.org20

Rainforest 
Car Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

Rainforest Car Wash

Rainforest Car Wash

The Rainforest 
Car Wash, 
in Cleveland 
Heights,  is 
now open.  
Located on 
the corner of 
Mayfield and Middlehurst (enter 
from Middlehurst), this state of 
the art car wash is open to the 
public.  Featuring a rain forest 
theme both inside and out, The 
Rainforest Car Wash will be the 
best car wash you’ve ever had.  
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TAYLOR

COVENTRY

CEDAR

WILSON MILLS RD

MAYFIELDMONTICELLO WARRENSVILLE
CTR.

The Rainforest Car Wash

SUPERIOR

ENTER FROM MIDDLEHURST

RR

MIDDLEHURST

Open
Everyday
7:00AM
9:00PM

Now Open

GUESS WHAT I DID TODAY?

I formed a hypothesis!
I played the starring role!
I explored world cultures!
I spoke a foreign language!

When your child spends their day at 
The Music Settlement, we guarantee 
they will tell you all about it. 

For more information on our award-
winning Preschool/Day School programs, call

216-241-5806, ext. 160 today!

THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT...FOR LEARNING. FOR LIVING. FOR LIFE.
April 29, 1912...the day The Music Settlement opened its doors. In the nearly 100 years since that day, we’ve helped tens of thousands of people of all ages 
throughout Northeast Ohio to make music and arts a meaningful part of their lives. Whether it’s music lessons, early childhood classes, or music therapy, 
we have something for everyone. Don’t you think it’s time you got to know us? Fall classes start September 7th. Call today!

3 out of 3 stars

FALL 2011

Music & Movement
Private Lessons
Suzuki Instruction
Computer Composition
Music Therapy
Dalcroze Eurythmics
Ensembles
Music, Math & Movement

Visit www.TheMusicSettlement.org
11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland, OH 44106

LEARN SOMETHING NEW!

Enroll Today! 
Call 216-421-5806 ext. 100

The 2011 / 2012 Full Course Catalog is now online!

Programs are generously funded by:

the residents of 
Cuyahoga County 
through Cuyahoga 

Arts & Culture


