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Ed Kelley is re-elected mayor of CH, 
urges city to ‘take back the streets’
Deanna Bremer Fisher

On Jan. 3, the first city council meeting 
of 2012, Edward Kelley was re-elected 
mayor of Cleveland Heights by his city 
council peers. Council member Dennis 
Wilcox was elected vice mayor.
 In a prepared statement, Mayor 
Kelley said, “As we look ahead to the 
next two years, we, as a city council, and 
every city employee must be prepared to 
meet our challenges head on, and give an 
effort of 1,000 percent. We must be pro-
active and not reactive. The status quo is 
no longer good enough and should not 
be accepted as we move forward.”
 In his remarks, Kelley outlined 
several challenges facing the city and 
issued a plea to residents to “join to-
gether with our police, with this city 
council and other key city personnel to 
take back our streets.” Kelley said that 
city residents expect and deserve the 
best when it comes to public safety. He 
challenged the police and fire depart-
ments to investigate and implement 

new technologies 
and employ “new 
types of commu-
nity policing.”
 He urged the 
city to hold the 
j u s t i ce  s y s tem 
more accountable. 
“Too many things are slipping through 
the cracks,” he said, “and our juvenile 
court and justice system is not serving 
Cleveland Heights well.” 
 Kelley advocated for zero tolerance 
with respect to crime. “Criminals need 
to know that criminal activity in any 
form is not acceptable in Cleveland 
Heights,” he said.
 Kelley also stated that the city must 
continue to hold expenditures in check 
and look for new sources of revenue. He 
spoke of the need to continue policies 
that support the maintenance of exist-
ing housing stock and the creation of 
new housing. Recreational opportuni-
ties should be reevaluated, including 
those at the community center, which 

is now ten years old.
 Economic development remains 
a key focus in 2012. “The city is cry-
ing out for new development in every 
business district and Severance Town 
Center,” he said. He called for addi-
tional collaboration with University 
Circle and pledged to work together 
with nonprofits, religious institutions, 
schools and other groups for the bet-
terment of the city.
 “Cleveland Heights in 2012 contin-
ues to be one of the most desirable cities 
to raise a family, work, visit and play in 
the State of Ohio,” said Kelley.  “I am 
grateful and humbled to be re–elected 
mayor of our city for the eighth time.”
 View Mayor Kelley’s complete re-
marks and a list of city council commit-
tees for 2012–13 at www.heightsobseerver.
org/read./2012/01/10/ed-kelly-is-reelected-
ch-mayor-urges-city-to-take.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Mayor Ed Kelley

Charlotte Sperl is the featured soloist at 
Heights High concert
Joy Henderson

Charlotte Sperl, Heights High senior 
soloist, will play the “Viola Concerto, B 
minor, in the Style of Handel,” by Henri 
Casadesus, accompanied by the Heights 
High Symphony, as part of a concert at 
the school on Feb. 10, at 7:30 p.m.
 Music has always been a part of her 
life. Sperl’s father plays bass in the Cleve-
land Orchestra and her mother plays oboe 
in the Youngstown Symphony. “I remem-
ber hearing my parents play beautiful 
music when I was little,” she said. “That 
inspired me to want to play, too.”
 Sperl began playing the viola in 
fourth grade at Fairfax Elementary 
School. One of the things she appreci-
ates about Heights High is that there are 
many great student musicians. “Having 
the symphony play behind me is an 
amazing experience,” she said. “They are 
supportive in many ways. Their melody 

Heights High senior Charlotte Sperl will play a viola 
solo with the Heights High Symphony on Feb. 10, 
in the high school’s auditorium.

introduces the solos.”
 Daniel Heim, Symphony director, is 
also a violist and has shared his knowl-
edge and experience with Sperl. “He is 
especially helpful in coaching me about 
how to fit my solos with the symphony,” 

continued on page 7

March 1 is annual Kindergarten Information Night
Jacalyn Elfvin

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District will host 
its annual Kindergarten Information 
Night on Thursday, March 1, from 
6:30–8 p.m. at the Canterbury Elemen-
tary School.
 This informational evening will be 
an opportunity for parents to meet with 
kindergarten teachers and learn about 
the district’s kindergarten program.   
Topics that will be discussed include 
readiness for kindergarten; kindergarten 
curriculum and related services; before 
and after school programs; student ser-

vices; food service; and transportation.
 According to Kevin Harrell, coordi-
nator of educational services, “Choosing 
a school that is the right fit for your child 
is one of the most important decisions a 
parent can make. This is an opportunity 

to learn more about your neighborhood 
school, meet the superintendent, teach-
ers and other parents. We are very proud 
of our schools and look forward to show-
ing how 21st-century teaching and learn-
ing are taking place in our classrooms.”  
 Child care, provided by Family 
Connections, is offered by reservation 
only and on a limited basis. For more 
information, contact the Early Child-
hood Center at 216-371-7356.

Jackie Elfvin is administrative assistant 
in the Office of Communications and Com-
munity Engagement for the CH-UH City 
School District.

A teacher helps a kindergartener use the Smart 
Board.

Forest Hill Church  
celebrates Black  
History Month
Vikki Nowak

This past summer, 50 members of For-
est Hill Church, Presbyterian (FHC) 
broke into small, mixed-race groups and 
had numerous dinners in one another’s 
homes. In an initiative called Coura-
geous Conversations, they tried to gain 
a better understanding of racial bias and 
inclusivity in the community.
 FHC is committed to continuing 
the race conversation with a series 
of events to celebrate Black History 
Month. During the four Sunday services 
in February, FHC youth will speak about 
an African American who inspires them. 
Throughout the month, there will be 
other special events honoring African 
Americans and their community.
 After the 11 a.m. service on Sunday, 
Feb. 5, from 12:30–1:30 p.m., the Student 
Group on Race Relations (SGORR) will 
conduct a workshop for all interested 
adults and children in Bodwell Hall. 
SGORR is an organization of students 
from Shaker Heights High School that 
promotes positive social relations. Na-
tionally and internationally recognized, 
these students have introduced their 
message and methods to thousands of 
high school students and adults through 
programs at the City Club of Cleveland, 
the National Conference on Com-
munity and Justice, and Shaker PTO 
meetings, among others.
 On Sunday, Feb. 12, from 12:30–2 
p.m., the church will show the movie 
“Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story.” 
It is based on the true story 0f a brain 

continued on page 3
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Letters Policy 
Letters to the Editor
The Heights Observer welcomes  
letters to the editor. They must be 
submitted electronically, along with 
the writer’s name, phone number and 
e-mail address, to:
www.heightsobserver.org/members or 
e-mail: info@futureheights.org

The Heights Observer is a citizen-based news source 
published monthly by FutureHeights, a nonprofit, 
501(c)3 organization dedicated to civic engage-
ment and quality of life. 
2163 Lee Rd., #103,
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118.
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Any reproduction is forbidden without written permis-
sion.
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Bob Rosenbaum

I admire people like Adam and Susan 
Fleischer. By opening The Wine Spot 
on Lee Road, they have gone all-in on 
their dream and their community.
 They’re not alone. For two years 
I’ve been the volunteer who plugged ev-
ery new business listing into the Heights 
Observer’s local business directory. I’m 
in awe that so many people choose to 
stake out a future by serving residents 
of this incredible and quirky area.
 They could invest in Solon, West-
lake, Mentor or some other hot-hand 
location with lower taxes and better 
highway access. Or they could build In-
ternet businesses that serve the world.
 But Cleveland Heights and Uni-
versity Heights continue to draw 
investment from optimistic people 
who believe in this community’s pres-
ent and in its future. Each time one 
of them opens a business, it adds to 
our increasingly rare status as an oa-
sis from bland national retailers who 
import goods from China and export 
money to corporate headquarters.

 Three years ago this month, when 
my corporate job evaporated, I had 
grown weary of being a visitor in my 
own hometown. Since then, instead 
of collecting gold cards to hotels and 
airlines, I’ve coached Little League, vol-
unteered for community organizations, 
and enjoyed life within a five-mile radius 
while working as a consultant from the 
bonus room of my home.
 But I’ve still felt torn in the regular 
need to set aside work on community 
projects like the Observer in order to 
do work that pays the bills. Not any 
more.
 For the past two years, I’ve written 
this column as a volunteer, with the 
goal of providing transparency about 
how the Observer works. In that spirit, 
I’m using this space to explain that I’ve 
taken on the paid role of advertising 
sales and business development for the 
Observer.
 I will be paid solely on commis-
sion, and it won’t be my only source of 
income. But it does represent an invest-
ment in the community, as I’ve chosen 
to drop lucrative work outside the area 
in order to do this.
 It also represents an investment in 
the Observer’s mission to foster com-
munity dialogue and citizen engage-
ment. The Observer will plateau this 

Going all-in for Heights and the Observer year without some new investment. 
So its owner, nonprofit FutureHeights, 
is planning to hire a paid editor—
something we can only afford if we also 
make a fuller commitment to devel-
oping new products and new sources 
of revenue. As a volunteer, I couldn’t 
make time for those initiatives. Selling 
simply isn’t the kind of thing you can 
ask people to do for free.
 Not least, it represents an invest-
ment in myself. I’ll be living a truly 
local life, working with my neighbors 
to help the community and its busi-
nesses to thrive.
 This change requires me to step 
down from my role as a member of the 
FutureHeights Board of Directors and 
as chairman of the Observer’s editorial 
advisory committee.
 Over the next month, Future-
Heights will name a new chairman, 
and I’ll continue to remain active and 
vocal on the committee.
 I’m not sure who will write this 
column moving forward; it could even 
be me. Whatever decision is made, you 
won’t be kept in the dark about it.

To express your opinion privately, e-mail Bob 
Rosenbaum at bob@therosenbaums.net. 

Bob Rosenbaum, former chairman of the 
Observer’s editorial advisory committee 
and FutureHeights board member, wrote 
this column to provide transparency and 
understanding about the newspaper. 

opENINg 
ThE obSErvEr

Correction
An article about the opening of The 
Wine Spot in last month’s edition 
unintentionally overlooked the role 
of many subcontractors in achieving 
an accelerated buildout of the store’s 
space. In particular, it incorrectly 
identified the contractor who dis-
covered, cleaned and renovated the 
orginal tile floor that is a focus on 
the store’s interior. The painstaking 
revival of the floor was done by Ray 
Hallenstein.

Schools need a director of sustainability
Sam Bell 

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education has begun 
planning the next 50 years of school and 
administrative buildings programs. It 
is anticipated that a number of exist-
ing buildings will be closed, renovated, 
rebuilt, or replaced at a cost likely to 
run into several tens of millions of dol-
lars. The process has already begun, 
and is gaining momentum. I worry lest 

“sustainability” become just a fashion-
able buzzword to which everyone pays 
lip service, but for which no one person 
is actually responsible or accountable. 
While sustainability has been identified 
as a key concern, no one individual has 
been given responsibility as a director of 
sustainability.
 There is currently no such position; 
one will have to be created. Anyone 
qualified for this job will easily produce 
annual savings far in excess of salary, 
benefits and other costs. I believe we 
have an ample local talent pool. We need 
a community resident who is already 
attuned to our particular values, who 
is already knowledgeable about sus-
tainability, and who is already familiar 
with the details of the district’s daily 
operations. Such a person can be effec-
tive from day one.
 Meanwhile, please consider these 
possible avenues for further involve-
ment:
•  Attend the next scheduled school facil-

ities planning meeting on Wednesday, 

Feb. 22, 6:30–8:30 p.m. in the Heights 
High social room.

• Check out the Facilities Master Plan.
•  Contact your favorite school board 

member(s) to ask that she or he make 
certain that this process is handled 
properly in order to avoid painful and 
expensive missteps. E-mail the CH-
UH Board of Education.

 Here are some possible talking 
points:
•  All facilities project decisions should 

be made with a view toward reducing 
harmful environmental impacts from 
any demolition or deconstruction pro-
cesses, and with consideration of both 
immediate construction/renovation 
energy usage and impacts, as well as 
ongoing maintenance and operational 
energy/environmental costs.

•  The proposed 50-year timeline being 
considered as the targeted life expec-
tancy for any new construction may be 
too short—2,000-year-old-Roman roads 
still carry heavy truck traffic daily.

•  The structural design and layout of 
our buildings should make it easier to 

continued on page 7
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2757 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights

Sundays 8:30 & 11am  |  www.fairmountchurch.org

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 22nd at 7:00pm  

Join us for Ash Wednesday 
worship in the sanctuary with
the imposition of ashes.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
LENTEN DISCUSSION SERIES
Feb. 29th, March 7th and 14th
Dinner at 6, discussion at 6:30 pm

“TALKING THE WALK”

Join us this Lenten season as we practice
“Talking the Walk,” sharing our faith by
sharing our stories of God’s presence in
our life. 
Using Testimony: Talking Ourselves into

Being Christian as our guide we will 
explore this ancient practice and how
it can help us bring our faith to speech
in the everyday occurrences of life.
See our website for details.

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

!o#$’% &'o(#)*
#) yo,' )-#*./o'.oo0

1-23$.y 4'o0,5-6 1-23$.y 4-o73-6 1-23$.y !o))-5$#o)%6

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

The Wine Spot thanks community, 
contractors for their support

To the Editor:

Thank you for the wonderful article on 
The Wine Spot in the Jan. 4 Heights Ob-
server. We are very excited to be up and 
running and appreciate the enthusiastic 
support from the local community. We 
are proud to be in Cleveland Heights 
and to have our shop in the historic 
Seitz-Agin space.
 A couple of additions and clarifica-
tions:
 We want to thank Bill Mitchell of 
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates, our land-
lord, for his support and investment in 
the building. It is because of Bill that 
we have this beautiful storefront.
 Also, the 1926 floor from Bruder’s 
Creamery that is prominently displayed 
in the store was discovered, and pas-
sionately and lovingly restored to its 
current state, by Raymond Hallerstein 
of Duryea Studio in Cleveland Heights. 
It is to Ray’s credit that the floor exists 
as there was talk (albeit very brief) of 
taking it out.
 Finally, we want to thank Rich Bozic, 
from Blatchford Architects of Cleveland 
Heights, for his work with Bill Mitchell 
and us to design the space.  
 Thanks again for the support.

Adam and Susan Fleischer
The Wine Spot, 2271 Lee Road

An open letter to Mitchell  
Schneider of Oakwood Commons

To the Editor:

As I recently drove down Warrensville 
Center Road, I saw dozens of felled trees. 
Since it now seems inevitable that the 
Oakwood development will go forward, 
I have a few requests for Mr. Schneider 
that I think would minimize the negative 
impact of the loss of green space.
•  First, please preserve some real, usable 

green space for the community (in 
contrast to Legacy Village).

•  For every tree you cut down, plant two 
others elsewhere on the property.

•  Have green roofs and solar panels on all 
the buildings. Use geothermal heating 
and cooling systems.

•  Build a natural playground, like the one 
at the Eliot-Pearson Children’s School 
at Tufts University.

•  Have your tenants use only green 
cleaners in the buildings—for the good 
of your employees, patrons and the 
environment.

•  Use only nontoxic building materials, 
glues, carpet, etc., and require incom-
ing businesses to do the same.

•  Practice only natural, organic landscap-
ing practices and turf care, foregoing 
the use of toxic chemical fertilizers 
and pesticides, to protect the health 
of the people and animals who visit, 
and the watershed.

•  Install gray water systems in all the 
buildings.

•  Use pervious pavement wherever 
possible.

•  Install lovely and educational recep-
tacles for recyclables, compostable 
materials and trash (the Cleveland 
Botanical Garden is doing this in its 
cafe,́ as are many businesses/rest areas 
in Ontario and Quebec). Encourage 
antilitter practices throughout the 
development.

•  Have your food vendors maximize 
the use of reusable dishes and also 
work together to order compostable 
containers and tableware for takeout 
food.

•  Encourage the food vendors to create 
biodiesel from food waste. Look to 
Baldwin-Wallace College and Great 
Lakes Brewing Company as examples.

•  Have lots of bike racks and bike 
paths.

• Save space for a community garden.
•  Fund and house a small nature center 

(like the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes) in the country club buildings, 
and/or fund an after school program 
(Open Doors Academy in Cleveland 
Heights is a model program).

•  See the movie “Dolphin Tale” and 
read the book Last Child in the Woods 
by Richard Louv.

•  Think about how you will minimize 
the negative impact on local businesses 
and how you will help those who lose 
business and/or have to close their 
shops as a result.

 I feel so fortunate to live within 
walking distance of the Nature Center 
at Shaker Lakes, and know how such a 
space improves the property values and 
quality of life of its neighbors. I had 
hoped for the same for the Oakwood 
neighbors, but the above represents my 
next best hope.

Joan Spoerl
Cleveland Heights

surgeon who overcame obstacles to 
change the course of medicine. Ben 
Carson struggled in school, and grew 
up in a broken home in an environment 
of poverty and prejudice. The movie 
tells how he was ultimately able to 
achieve his dream of becoming one of 
the world’s leading neurosurgeons.
 on Sunday, Feb. 19, at 11 a.m., 
Maghan Keita will be preaching. Keita 
is a human rights advocate, scholar and 
author. A professor of history at Vil-
lanova University, Keita is the author 
of several books, including Race and the 
Writing of History: Riddling the Sphinx 
and America’s Culture Wars. 
 Director of African Studies at 
Villanova and faculty member at the 
university’s Arab and Islamic Institute, 
Keita has served as associate director 
of Villanova’s Center for Peace and 
Justice, and director of its summer 
graduate program in world history, as 
well as administrator of African affairs 
for the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the USA.
 February’s events will culminate 

forest  hill church continued from page 1

with a discussion of Kindred by Octavia 
Butler. Interested readers will gather 
on Sunday, Feb. 26, from 12:30–1:30 
p.m. Butler is a well-known writer 
of science fiction and fantasy. This 
two-time Nebula Award winner and 
MacArthur Foundation Genius Grant 
recipient had humble beginnings in 
Pasadena, Calif. In a 2006 interview 
with book critic John Marshall, Butler 
said, “I think people really need to 
think what it’s like to have all of society 
arrayed against you.”
 All events are free and open to the 
public. FHC welcomes all as it works 
to make the words of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.—the eleven o’clock 
hour on Sunday is the most segregated 
hour in America—a myth exploded. 
Forest Hill Church is located on the 
corner of Lee Road and Monticello 
Boulevard.

Vikki Nowak is a seven-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights and strategic program 
director at Nottingham Spirk Design. Her 
two children attend Heights schools.

Credit for restoration
of Bruder tile misplaced

To the Editor:

The article about The Wine Spot in the 
January issue has significant errors in 
detail and an incorrect inference con-
cerning the work done on the former 
Seitz-Agin space.
 Kevin Monroe, of Monroe Con-
structs, had absolutely nothing to do 
with the discovery of the Bruder tile or 
its restoration. In fact, Monroe Con-
structs did not really begin its fine work 
on the space until a significant portion 
of the cleanout was completed, and that 
was around mid-October.
 Credit for discovery and significant 
cleaning of the Bruder tile goes to Ray 
Hallenstein, who, on my behalf, served 
as project overseer and general contrac-
tor. It was Ray who brought it back to 
life; and it was he, together with Adam 
Fleischer, who convinced me this past 
summer to keep it, and try to restore it 
as best we could.
 Repairs and restoration of the 
Bruder tile in the end was undertaken 
by David McDowell and his tile guys, 
David Shalashnow and Marc Dryhurst. 
They also did the tile work in the front 
vestibule. You will also see their work 
when the rear entrance is remodeled in 
May. Bo Schulz, of Schulz Hardwood 
Flooring, restored, repaired and, where 
needed, replaced the original hardwood 
flooring.
 Finally, all of these individuals, to-
gether with Mick Weedon and his team, 
who worked primarily on the exterior 
storefront, coordinated their efforts 
closely with our architect, Rich Bozic 
of Blatchford Architects.

Bill Mitchell
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates
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! A Great Summer Camp
Ages 3-14

Ruffi ng Montessori School  
3380 Fairmount Boulevard 

Cleveland Heights 

r u f f i n g m o n t e s s o r i . n e t
2 1 6 • 9 3 2 • 7 8 6 6        

Advertise in the Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org
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2287 LEE ROAD 1854 COVENTRY ROAD WWW.PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM

OVER 300 TEAS,  
HERBS, SPICES AND  

CULINARY RX.

(216)577-4171

Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
Fourth Way Study

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Monday - Saturday  11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday  1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

Meals on Wheels, a program that de-
livers fresh meals to seniors and those 
with disabilities, seeks volunteers to 
package and deliver meals.
 Volunteers assist program staff by 
filling containers with hot and cold 
food, and then placing the containers 
in a heater or cooler for delivery. Each 
Heights-area route has from five to nine 
clients. Volunteers deliver the food to 
the door of each home on a preassigned 
route and, if invited in, spend a few 
minutes visiting with the recipient.

Meals on Wheels seeks volunteers to package 
and deliver meals to Heights residents

VoLUnTEEr MATCH

 Volunteers are urgently needed for 
the Heights area, and those who sign 
up can serve once a week or as many 
days as they are able to contribute. 
Without adequate volunteers, this 
five-day-a-week program may have to 
be scaled back.
 A volunteer can either pack meals, 
deliver meals, or both. Each day re-
quires about a two-hour commitment, 
from about 10 a.m. to noon.
 For more information, contact 
Hazel Haffner at 216-382-5697.

Local history enthusiasts needed to help create 
mobile phone tours
FutureHeights, the Cleveland Heights 
Historical Society and the Cleveland 
Heights Landmarks Commission, 
are partnering with Cleveland State 
University’s Center for Public His-
tory + Digital Humanities this year 
to develop content for the Cuyahoga 
Arts and Culture grant-funded “His-
toric Heights Mobile App Tours” 
project. The project will add 40 sites 
to the existing Cleveland Historical 
mobile app (for iPhone and Android), 
corresponding to four focal points in 
Cleveland Heights: Coventry Village, 
Dugway Brook, Euclid Golf, and 
Noble Road. 
 The project organizers seek 
dedicated, detail-oriented volun-
teers to research a list of sites for the 
app. Volunteers should be proficient 

in researching local history and have 
experience with (or an openness to 
learn) scanning of historical photos, 
using the Plain Dealer Historical In-
dex, or conducting oral history inter-
views.
 Volunteers will contribute 300–
400- word narratives, images, and short 
captions to a WordPress blog, a con-
venient place that allows easy editing 
before transferring to the app. Training 
sessions will be conducted to explain 
the concept and content of app sites, 
how to use the blog, and the process of 
conducting oral histories. 
 The active research phase of the 
project will run from February through 
April. For more information, call Fu-
tureHeights at 216-320-1423 or send an 
e-mail to info@futureheights.org.

Fudge and Latourette lead bipartisan  
effort in letter to President Obama
Belinda Prinz

United States Representatives Marcia 
L. Fudge and Steven LaTourette, joined 
by 14 other representatives from Ohio 
and Michigan, sent a letter to President 
Obama urging his administration to 
support efforts that help communities 
address the large number of vacant 
and abandoned homes. Fudge and La-
Tourette believe that action is needed 
to revitalize communities that were hit 
the hardest by the foreclosure crisis, and 
that without market demand for these 
homes, tens of thousands of properties 
will remain empty and decaying.
 “Our neighborhoods are in des-
perate need of revitalization. In many 
cases, vacant and abandoned homes 
have caused adjacent property values 
to plummet. Some [neighborhoods] 
have also become dangerous centers 
of crime and blight, negatively im-
pacting the quality of life for other 
residents,” wrote Congresswoman 
Fudge. Estimates show that, in addi-
tion to being abandoned and vacant, 
more than 70,000 homes in Ohio are 
in such a state of disrepair that they 
require demolition. Due to the sheer 

volume, however, 
communities lack 
the resources to 
adequately address 
the crisis. The let-
ter to Obama was 
sent on Jan. 23.
 While federal 
programs to date 
have offered some relief, Fudge and 
the other members of Congress urge 
the President to facilitate a strategic 
and comprehensive federal response 
to leverage local and private funds to 
finance demolition projects that pre-
serve property values and stabilize local 
economies.
 In addition to Representatives Fudge 
and LaTourette, the letter was signed by 
Representatives John Conyers Jr., Sandy 
Levin, John Dingell, Gary Peters, Dale 
Kildee and Hansen Clark from Michi-
gan, as well as Michael R. Turner, Marcy 
Kaptur, Steve Chabot, Dennis Kucinich, 
Pat Tiberi, Tim Ryan, Jim Rennaci and 
Betty Sutton from Ohio.

Belinda Prinz is the communications director 
for U.S. Representative Marcia L. Fudge, 
11th Congressional District of Ohio.

Congresswoman Marcia 
L. Fudge

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

Decorate Your HomeLike a Pro! 
Take our easy-to-understand 

class taught by a licensed 
Architect & Interior Decorator! 

Call or click for a class schedule
www.JudithEugeneDesigns.com 

216.408.5578
Gift Certificates Available

!

Learn how to:
  • Use color & pattern 
  • Decorate on a budget
  • Organize & manage clutter 
                        Plus lots more!

HEIGHTS FRAME & ART
Custom Picture Framing

2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

only 

$145.00

RELAXATION for YOU 

and YOUR VALENTINE
with a relaxing couple’s massage

treat a loved one  

to a spa service of their 

choice for  

valentine’s day!

         GIFT 

CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE...
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2200 South Taylor Road • Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 

216.321.7889

216.421.8380

    www.QBDS.net

50 minutes  

of simulatneous 

massage followed 

by 20 minutes  

to relax and rewind
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Japanese Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Now Offering Sunday 
Brunch Buffet
Made-to-Order Omelettes, Fresh 
Carved Meats, Variety of Break-
fast Foods, Pastries & Homemade 
Desserts, Greek & Indian Entree 
Selections.

Brunch Buffet 11 am - 3 pm  $13.95
Dinner Buffet 4 pm - 8:30 pm $17.95

Regular Menu Also Available

Bring this ad in on any Sunday in 
February 2012 and get 15% off your 
food bill!
Not valid with other offers or discounts.
1 per table.Valid Sundays in February 2012 only. 
Valid for food only.

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Judith Eugene

When senior adults make the decision 
to move to a smaller home, move in 
with their children, or relocate to as-
sisted living, the tasks involved can be 
overwhelming and time-consuming. 
Seniors are often physically unable to 
take care of moving on their own, and 
their children are often busy with work 
or live far away. Senior relocation ser-
vices can help take much of the burden 
off of their shoulders. 
 One Cleveland Heights senior was 
having trouble climbing stairs in her 
two-story house, and was afraid of fall-
ing when walking to her garage in the 
winter. She worked with North Coast 
Residential Relocation (NCRR) to sell 
her house and move into an apartment 
building. The group helped her deter-
mine a reasonable price for her home, 
and rearranged her furniture to make 
it more appealing to buyers. 
 NCRR helped a family in Univer-
sity Heights clean out unwanted pos-
sessions by working with an auctioneer 
who purchased the valuable pieces, 
donating the remaining items to char-
ity, and arranging for the home to be 
cleaned, organized and sold. Lee-Ann 
Spacek, NCRR president, acts as an 
advocate throughout the relocation 
process, protecting the best interests 
of the senior and the family until he 
or she is safely moved into a new home 
and the old home is sold.
 Caring Transitions, another local 
company, helped an out-of-state man re-
locate his elderly aunt from a Cleveland 
Heights rehabilitation center to assisted 
living. Caring Transitions staff drew a 
floor plan of the new home to determine 

what furniture would fit. They packed, 
moved and unpacked the possessions 
that the aunt was able to take, and held 
an estate sale for the rest.
 Gayle Chillious, president of Car-
ing Transitions, works with seniors and 
families to develop a relocation plan to 
fit their needs and timelines. Her team 
documents the process with photos 
and keeps families informed along the 
way. They unpack and arrange every-
thing to recreate the feeling of the old 
house as closely as possible, so that the 
senior feels at home.
 It is important to hire a competent 
and reputable relocation company. 
Interview each potential company and 
ask for and check its references. Repu-
table companies will also prescreen 
cleaning, home repair, decorating, 
moving and real estate companies.
 North Coast Residential Reloca-
tion can be reached at 440-248-5281. 
Caring Transitions can be reached at 
216-339-3787.

Judith Eugene, a native of Cleveland 
Heights, provides enrichment classes and 
activities for senior adults and those with 
physical and mental challenges. She can 
be reached at 216-408-5578 or Judith@
LovingHandsGroup.com.

Moving and relocation services provide 
valuable help for senior adults

ThE SENIor 
SEcTIoN

Gayle Chillious of Caring Transitions packs cloth-
ing for a client.

Local group promotes converting lawns to 
food production
Mari Keating

The Food Not Lawns movement is both 
international and hyperlocal, dedicated 
to replacing lawns—or some portion of 
them—with edible gardens in the name 
of sufficiency and sustainability. Edible 
in this context broadly includes food 
for butterflies, birds and other wildlife 
as well as fruits, vegetables, flowers 
and herbs. The same plants often serve 
many functions, benefiting humans and 
other species alike. The nonnative grass 
varieties that make up most lawns feed 
no one, with the possible exception of 
the Japanese beetle larvae that thrive 
in their roots.
 Last spring, my husband and I ap-
plied food-not-lawns principles and 
permaculture skills to our Kingston Road 
front yard, converting about half of it to 
nicely shaped, sheet-mulched beds. It 
took two of us (not particularly athletic 
50-somethings) one afternoon to make 
the beds, and another to do the initial 
planting. Ever conscious of aesthetics, 
we planted a mélange of native edible 
shrubs, perennial herbs and flowers, and 
annual vegetables that would produce 
food and seeds for later planting. We also 
were treated to a number of “volunteer” 
squash, tomatoes and even potatoes from 
the compost.
 As the weeks progressed, our former 
yard became a lush, productive, beauti-
ful and ever-changing garden. It inspired 
our neighbors to stop, comment, smell 
the flowers or help themselves to cherry 
tomatoes we intentionally planted at the 
sidewalk edge. Several people told us 

that they loved coming by to see what 
was happening next. After gardening in 
the backyard for many years, it is a great 
joy to see the many ways this effort has 
grown a sense of community, as well as 
wonderful food.
 Food Not Lawns, Cleveland, was 
established in January 2011 with a seed 
swap, and the group plans a variety of 
workshops for 2012. Topics include seed 
saving, seed starting, organic gardening 
techniques, lawn conversion and tool 
maintenance, and the workshops are 
free and open to the public.
 Food Not Lawns is a growing move-
ment (pun definitely intended) and belief 
that replacing lawn with edible, native 
plants creates thriving and sustainable 
habitats for all creatures, reduces our 
carbon footprint (less pollution from 
lawn mowers, less toxic pesticide and 
fertilizer runoff), and supports rainwater 
catchment and reuse. Lawns require a 
huge input of energy and resources to 
maintain, return very little aesthetically, 
and reduce, by upwards of 45 million 
acres, the habitat of countless species 
of insects, birds, butterflies and other 
wildlife.
 For more information about Food 
Not Lawns, Cleveland, including up-
coming workshops and pictures of the 
Keating lawn conversion and harvest, 
contact Mari Keating at beanpie55@
att.net or go to foodnotlawnscleveland@
yahoogroups.com. 

Mari Keating is a lifelong resident of Cleve-
land Heights and a facilitator of Food Not 
Lawns, Cleveland.
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Evening of classical music at the Grog Shop 
celebrates FutureHeights’s 10th anniversary

Kevin Smith

Join members of the Heights commu-
nity to celebrate all things Heights at 
the Grog Shop on Feb. 23, in support 
of FutureHeights on its 10th anniver-
sary. Tickets to the event, featuring 
Heights-based classical musicians and 
local celebrity bartenders are $10 ($5 
with a student ID).  
 “For ten years, FutureHeights has 
helped local residents become more 
educated about issues that affect them, 
and more involved in their community,” 
said Lloyd Bell, president of the Fu-
tureHeights Board of Directors. “We 
do this through hosting speakers and 
community forums and by publishing 

the Heights Observer.”
 The event will feature musical 
performances by ensembles from 
Classical Revolution Cleveland and 
Cleveland Heights High School. 
The evening will also feature local 
celebrity bartenders, including Alex 
Quintana (Quintana’s Barbershop & 
Dream Spa), Steve Presser (Big Fun), 
and Adam Fleischer (The Wine Spot), 
among others.  
 Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and mu-
sic begins at 7. “The evening is casual, 
so leave your tuxedo at home,” Bell 
added.

Kevin Smith is a member of the Future-
Heights Board of directors.

Local teens find religion at Converge
Peg Weissbrod

A large number of Cleveland Heights 
teens have been spotted going to church 
recently. Without their parents. Just by 
themselves.
 Thanks to leaders and young people 
from more than a dozen churches in 
Cleveland Heights, Shaker Heights, 
Mayfield Heights and surrounding ar-
eas, teens now have their own worship 
service. It’s called Converge.
 The brainchild of Kristen Otte, youth 
director for Forest Hill Church Presby-
terian in Cleveland Heights, Converge is 
geared for teens, with a full band and a 
relevant message for young people.
 Married to Brian Otte, a worship 
leader for Mayfield Church in Chesterland, 
Otte was intrigued by the idea of drawing 
teens from a variety of denominations. In 
August, she e-mailed area churches look-
ing for signs of interest in a community 
youth service. Bruce Becker from Mayfield 
Church, Curt Campbell from Church of 
the Saviour, and Jae Williams from First 
Baptist were the first to respond.
 Together they designed a service 
with lots of “non-church” music and 
songs wrapped around a meet-and-greet 
time, announcements, and a message 
addressing issues affecting teens.
 Other churches soon came on 
board: Church of the Covenant, Church 
of the Redeemer, Church of the West-
ern Reserve, Fairmount Presbyterian, 
First Presbyterian Willoughby, Grace 
Lutheran, Hope Lutheran, Lyndhurst 
Community Presbyterian, Noble Road 
Presbyterian, and South Euclid-Hillcrest 
United Methodist.
 According to Otte, Converge has 
surpassed its goal of drawing at least 40 
young people to each service. The kick-
off service in November drew a mixture 
of more than 100 teens and curious 

Youth worship at a recent Converge service in Cleveland Heights.

adults, with 65 young people attending 
in December and 75 in January.
 Converge meets in the Spahr Cen-
ter of the centrally located First Baptist 
Church of Greater Cleveland. Visitors will 
find groups of kids talking, laughing and 
munching on cookies under colored lights 
and huge hanging umbrellas.
 What you won’t find are pews, ush-
ers, choirs, pulpits or offering plates. 
“We don’t ask for money,” Otte said. “We 
encourage the kids to support their home 
churches with whatever cash they can.”
 Instead of cash, Converge collects 
donated items related to a monthly 
theme—items the teens usually have 
at home. Canned goods donated at 
the first pre-Thanksgiving service were 
given to local food pantries. Stuffed ani-
mals collected in December went to the 
Cleveland Christian Home. More than 
200 children’s books collected in Janu-
ary were donated to a local school.
 At the Feb. 12 service, Converge 
will collect socks for the homeless. May-
field’s Bruce Becker will lead a message 
on the topic of “One Life.”
 The Converge band features wor-
ship leader Brian Otte on acoustic guitar 
and vocals, Gabe Wright on electric 
guitar, Bryan Javorek on bass, Abbey Ca-
levich on vocals, Bryce Schill on drums, 
and Rebecca Sulzer on keyboard.
 Converge meets on the second 
Sunday of each month, at 7 p.m., at 
First Baptist Church, 3630 Fairmount 
Blvd. Dates for the next three months 
are Feb. 12, March 11, and, for Easter, 
April 15. For more information, go to 
the Converge website at www.facebook.
com/convergeworship, or send an e-mail 
to kristeno@fhcpresb.org.

Peg Weissbrod is a freelance writer and pub-
licity coordinator/webmaster for Forest Hill 
Church in Cleveland Heights.

Explore Montessori-based program at Hope 
Lutheran Church in Cleveland Heights
Donald King

Families looking for a Montessori-based 
Christian education program are in-
vited to a Godly Play Festival at Hope 
Lutheran Church on Saturday, Feb. 
18, from 1 to 3 p.m. Hope Lutheran is 
located at 2222 North Taylor Road in 
Cleveland Heights.
 Based on the Montessori teaching 
principles popular in many elemen-
tary schools, Godly Play is a hands-on, 
storytelling, individual-based form of 
learning. During the festival, parents 
and children will learn firsthand what 
Godly Play offers.
 Children will have an opportunity 
to play at the various stations, enjoy 

arts and crafts, and unwind over hot 
cocoa, treats, and afternoon snacks 
and refreshments. It will serve as an 
introduction to the weekly Christian 
education program offered at Hope 
Lutheran Church on Sunday mornings 
at 11 a.m.
 The Godly Play Festival is free and 
open to the public, and aimed at families 
with children in pre-K through grade 6. 
For more information, call 216-371-5252 
or visit Hope Lutheran’s website at 
www.hopelutheran-clehts.com.

Donald King, a resident of Cleveland 
Heights since 1985, is pastor of Hope Lu-
theran Church and an active participant in 
the Heights InterFaith Council.

East Fairfax holiday banners build community
Richard Stewart 

For more than 30 years, East Fairfax 
residents have demonstrated their 
holiday spirit by hanging festive bill-
boards from trees and posts along the 
one-block street during the month 
of December, according to longtime 
residents Ron and Marian Kinkopf. 
The tradition began during the mid-
seventies when former residents and 
art enthusiasts Joanne Sharon and 
Sarah Knoblauch began creating the 
holiday-themed paintings. Over time, 
the paintings have evolved to reflect 

various holiday religious traditions. 
Many other residents have donated 
their time and artistic creativity to 
restore and replace the billboards 
through the years, and a dedicated 
volunteer force faithfully hangs and 
removes them each year. The project 
was born out of a strong and well-
organized street association that 
boasts a history spanning more than 
45 years. 

Richard Stewart is the owner of Digizoom 
Media and a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.
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Course and support group offered for parents 
coping with a child’s addiction
Heights Observer Contributor

Take Back Your Life, a six-week course 
for parents coping with the drug or alco-
hol addiction of a child, will be offered 
on Thursdays, April 19–May 24, from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Church of the Saviour, 
2537 Lee Road. The course will be taught 
by licensed counselors Ellen Bishko and 
Roy Nichols. The cost is $150 per person 
or $225 per couple.
 For the past 12 years, Chagrin Falls 
residents Nikki and John Corrigan have 
opened their home once a month, on 
Saturday, to parents whose children are 
suffering from addiction. The couple 
founded the support group Parents 
of Adult Addicted Children (PAAC) 
in 1999, after they participated in the 

Take Back Your Life course.
 Their youngest daughter, Eliza-
beth, was 29 at the time and addicted 
to heroin and alcohol. Her addiction 
affected the family in many ways, 
including money spent on treatment 
and court fees; stolen property within 
and outside the home; wrecked cars; 
and broken family relationships. 
The Corrigans organized the group 
to help parents take control of their 
lives and overcome the feelings of 
guilt, shame or failure that they often 
feel. Their daughter is now 42 and in 
recovery.
 For more information about the 
course or the support group, contact 
John Corrigan at 440-840-0177 or john-
hcorrigan@gmail.com.
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Try before you buy.  Take a class FREE on me 
between Feb. 11 and 18.   

If you decide you love it as much as I do,  
register after class and receive a *$30 discount. 

 

1234 *567 / 89:53;<:=63>?683  

@AABCDEEFEGHA 83 @AABCEAIFBIAD 
*(Discount applies day of free class only – EFT registration) 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
DECEmBER 19, 2011
All council members were present.

City employee benefits
Council passed two resolutions regarding em-
ployee benefits for the period of Jan.1–Dec. 31, 
2012. The first authorizes an agreement with 
Employee Benefits Consultants as a third-party 
administrator for the city’s self-funded dental 
program. The second authorizes an agreement 
with medical mutual of Ohio for the provision of 
administrative services and excessive-loss cover-
age for the city’s self-funded medical, hospital 
and prescription plan.

Budget legislation
Council amended the appropriations and 
expenditures for the fiscal year ending Dec. 
31, 2011 and approved appropriations for 
the period of Jan.1–Dec. 31, 2012. The total 
budget for 2011 was $82,831,245. The total 
budget for 2012 is $79,465,139. Council also 
approved the tax budget, which revises amounts 
and rates authorized by council and certifies 
them to the County Budget Commission.

3395 DeSota Avenue
Council declared the property at 3395 DeSota 
Avenue a nuisance. The city will require the 
owner to raze the house and garage, and 
perform an asbestos survey, but will perform 
these tasks if the owner does not, at a cost of 
$10,450.

Kenneth Montlack’s last meeting
Throughout the meeting council members 
praised Council member Kenneth montlack, 
who is retiring from council. Council member 
Bonnie Caplan pointed out an article in Focus 
magazine about montlack, and read a proc-

lamation from the Cuyahoga County Council 
recognizing his service. She worked with him on 
council for 18 years, and praised his commitment 
to diversity and integration. Council member Den-
nis wilcox noted that montack had attended more 
than a thousand meetings, and was instrumental in 
founding the First Suburbs Consortium. mayor Ed-
ward Kelley said that montlack had chaired each 
one of the council committees, and called him 
intelligent and compassionate with a great sense 
of humor. The mayor noted that montlack’s fight 
for inner-ring suburbs through the First Suburbs 
Consortium was a step toward regionalism.
 Thanking his family and friends, montlack 
said he was deeply touched by all the comments. 
He joked that city staff does all the work and coun-
cil members make speeches, and that this works 
very well. He praised the council for “walking the 
walk” with regard to regionalism. He maintained 
that council, staff and residents are all a family, 
and that residents are ultimately responsible for the 
government. He concluded that Cleveland Heights 
is committed to respectful, progressive values and 
represents the closest fulfillment of the promise of 
America.

LWV observer: Blanche Valancy.

JANUARy 3, 2012
All council members were present.

Oaths of office
The first meeting of 2012 featured the administra-
tion of the oath of office to newly elected council 
members, mary Dunbar and Jason Stein (Stein 
had been previously appointed), and re-elected 
council members, Phyllis Evans and Dennis wil-
cox. Council re-elected Edward Kelley mayor and 
elected Dennis wilcox, vice mayor; they were also 
administered an oath of office.

Committee assignments
The new committee membership for each council 
standing committee will be as follows:
•  Administrative Services: Mary Dunbar (chair), 

Cheryl Stephens (vice chair), Bonnie Caplan 
(member);

•  Community Relations and Recreation: Phyllis 
Evans (chair), Caplan (vice chair), Jason Stein 
(member);

•  Finance: Stephens (chair), Dennis Wilcox (vice 
chair), Dunbar (member);

•  Municipal Services: Caplan (chair), Stein (vice 
chair), Evans (member);

•  Planning and Development: Wilcox (chair), 
Evans (vice chair), Stephens (member);

•  Public Safety and Health: Stein (chair), Dunbar 
(vice chair), wilcox (member).

City liability insurance
Council authorized an agreement with Arthur J. 
Gallagher & Co. for continuation of its protected 
liability self-insurance program for the city, for the 
period of Jan.1–Dec. 31, 2012, at a cost not to 
exceed $334,554.

Parks and recreation 2012
Council approved entertainment and recreation 
programs in Cain Park and other locations for 
the year 2012, and established use regulations 
and admission rates for the described activities. 
Likewise, council established use regulations and 
admission rates for other services for Cumberland 
Swimming Pool, and the provision of indoor swim-
ming programs at the Cleveland Heights High 
School Pool for the year 2012.

Additional soccer field work
Council approved two change orders with ma-
rous Brothers Construction for a contract for the 
Denison Park Soccer Field project. Additional 

work was necessary because of unexpected 
site conditions, resulting in a price increase of 
$22,851, bringing the project’s total cost to 
$678,220.

1031 Greyton Road
Council declared the property at 1031 Greyton 
Road to be a nuisance and authorized abate-
ment at an estimated cost of $10,450.

Roethlisberger Foundation donation 
to K-9 unit
A grant from Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger, and the Ben Roethlisberger Foun-
dation at The Giving Back Fund, to the Cleveland 
Heights Police Department’s K-9 division will 
be used for the purchase and training of a new 
canine, as well as a K-9 ballistic vest.

LWV observer: Katherine Solender.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, post-
ings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstracted 
from LwV observers’ written reports. The sum-
maries have been edited and prepared by Anne 
mcFarland, Charlene morse and maryann 
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or 
join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of women Voters Cuya-
hoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany 
any redistribution of these reports.

she said.
 Sperl also plays in the Cleveland 
Orchestra Youth Orchestra and for her 
church. She has been on the tennis and 
swim team and is in the National Honor 
Society and the French Club. She has 
applied to several colleges, and as of 
mid-January, was waiting to hear from 
her top choices. She is not sure what she 
will study in college, she is considering 
biology and political science as possible 
majors. One thing she knows for sure—
she loves music and it will always be a 
part of her life.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liason at Heights High.

charlotte sperl continued from page 1

reuse, repurpose, recycle or compost 
an item than to landfill it.

•  Transportation alternatives, such as mass 
transit, walking and bicycling, should be 
fostered within the initial siting and de-
sign. Faculty and staff should have access 
to necessary amenities for bike commut-
ers at appropriate times of day.

•  Green roofs may be appropriate in 
some instances and will certainly re-
duce heating and cooling costs where 
adopted.

•  Wind spires, solar panels, and other 
active and passive solar and geothermal 
design elements should be examined 
and adopted where feasible, bearing in 
mind historical trends in energy costs.

•  “No idling” zones should be established 
immediately, extending at least 500 feet 
from every school entrance and exit.

•  Local resources, including residents, 
businesses and organizations, should 
be actively encouraged to engage with 
the district and contribute to its goals. 
These contributions may take many 
forms, such as tutoring, special activity 

sustainability continued from page 2

study groups (art, science, poetry, dra-
ma, writing, math) or even story-telling 
and oral history projects, community 
gardening, historical study, etc.

•  Any increases in impervious surface 
area should be offset via bioswales or 
other design elements. 

•  Natural solar lighting should be incor-
porated where feasible.

•  Both indoor and outdoor artificial 
lighting should be accomplished via 
LEDs or other low-energy consump-
tion lights.

 I have also started a conversation on 
this topic at http://theciviccommons.com/
conversations/351. Please feel free to join 
in, and I hope to see you at the Feb. 22 
meeting at Heights High.

Sam Bell is an Entrepreneurs for Sustain-
ability “Champion of Sustainability.” He 
and his wife live in Cleveland Heights where 
they raised their two sons. Bell is the owner 
and chief technician at the Lusty Wrench, 
a local garage that pioneered the concept of 
“ecoconscious auto repair.”

Harvey Garrett, executive director 
of the West Side Community Col-
laborative in Buffalo, N.Y., will be 
the keynote speaker at the Future-
Heights 2012 annual meeting. Gar-
rett’s talk, Reversing Disinvestment 
in Our Community, will detail how 
his organization capitalized on vacant 
housing stock (much of it slated for 
demolition) and creative residents to 
turn one of Buffalo’s most distressed 
neighborhoods into its fastest grow-
ing real estate market.
 The meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, March 21, at a location 
to be determined.
 On April 28, FutureHeights 
will hold a Neighborhood Leader-
ship Training at Forest Hill Church, 
Presbyterian with Chris McKee of 
the Mahoning Valley Organizing 
Collaborative. Leaders of block clubs 
and neighborhood organizations are 
invited to attend.

 Both events are free and open to 
the public. For more information and 
to RSVP, contact FutureHeights by 
phone at 216-320-1423 or visit www.
futureheights.org.

FutureHeights to hold community-building events
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2277 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118 
Hannheatingcooling.com  

216-932-9755

Heating  Tune-Up/Safety Inspection
                        Only $104  

Owned and operated by 
       4th generation Hann brothers.

Winter is here. . . so be prepared !

Chris
Bill

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes 
of labor, parts additional. 
Valid during normal workday 
hours only (M-F; 8-3:30).  
Not valid with any other 
discount.  Payment due at 
time of service.  Must be 
scheduled prior to 3/31/2012. 

HEATING    /    COOLING    /    PLUMBING    /   SPECIALIZING IN STEAM & HOT WATER SYSTEMS
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University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
DECEmBER 19, 2011
Councilman Kevin Patrick murphy was ex-
cused.

Finance director
mayor Infield announced that finance director 
Jennifer Esarey had accepted a position with 
the city of Brooklyn, Ohio, and that this would be 
her final council meeting. The position has been 
posted on Cleveland.com and several other sites. 
The mayor will oversee the city’s finances in the 
interim. There were many messages of thanks 
and farewell for Esarey, who stepped into major 
financial challenges and is leaving the city with 
much stronger financial records.

Health care provisions
The council approved health care provisions 
to bring directors, appointed employees, and 
nonunion employees to the same coverage as 
union members.

Public health services
Council approved the 2012 contract with the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health to provide 
public health services, required by law. The 
county will provide services for $3.84 per per-
son or a total of $51,990, based on the 2010 
census.

Compensation plan
Council approved the termination of the Variable 
Annuity Life Insurance Company (VALIC) 457 De-
ferred Compensation Plan. The previous finance 
director put the original plan in place without 
authority, and VALIC was unwilling to work with 

the city to rectify this error. Only six employees are 
currently participating and they will still be able 
to contribute after-tax income. Councilman Sims 
abstained from voting due to his concern about 
eliminating a benefit for employees and the lack 
of prior information regarding this issue.

McDonald’s
The building commissioner reported that mcDon-
ald’s will now open in early February due to delays 
in the selection of an owner by the mcDonald’s 
corporation. Dave Stiles, who owns several stores 
in the greater Cleveland area, will be the owner. 
The company is currently hiring new employees 
through its website, and details are posted outside 
the building.

Retiring council members
Councilmen Frank Consolo and Steve Bullock 
both gave farewell messages, as this was their 
final meeting. Consolo served for four years and 
Bullock for seven.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

University Heights City Council meeting
JANUARy 3, 2012

Oaths of office
Judge K. J. montgomery of the Shaker Heights 
municipal Court administered the oath of office 
to the recently-elected council members: Pamela 
Cameron, Thomas A. Cozzens, Steven Sims, and 
Adele H. Zucker. Council elected Councilwoman 
Frankie Goldberg as vice mayor and reappointed 
the mayor as safety director.

Leap Day at Shaker Heights court
Judge montgomery issued an invitation to the 

“Leap Day” session at Shaker Heights court on 
wednesday, Feb. 29. It will cover the court’s 
relationship to the community, and how the court 
works. The court serves five communities: Shaker 
Heights, University Heights, Beachwood, Pepper 
Pike and Hunting Valley.

Appointments
Council amended the agenda to reappoint Law 
Director Kenneth J. Fisher in an interim capacity, 
with Councilman Sims dissenting. Responding to 
Sims’s inquiry, Vice mayor Goldberg explained 
that members of the newly constituted council ex-
pressed a consensus that they wished to be part of 
the process of appointing the law director. 
 The following council members were ap-
pointed as representatives: Zucker to the board 
of zoning appeals, with Cozzens as an alternate; 
Goldberg to the planning commission, with Sims 
as an alternate; Pardee to the parade committee; 
and Ertel to the City Beautiful commission.

Council committee assignments for 2012–
13 are:
•  Building: Zucker (chair), Ertel, Cameron, Coz-

zens (alternate);
•  Civic Information: Pardee (chair), Ertel, Gold-

berg, Sims (alternate);
•  Finance: Cozzens (chair and liaison to Citizens’ 

Financial Advisory Committee), Pardee, Zucker, 
Cameron (alternate);

•  Government Affairs: Ertel (chair), Sims, Cozzens, 
Goldberg (alternate);

•  Safety: Goldberg (chair and liaison to Com-
munity Emergency Response Team), Cozens, 
Cameron, Ertel (alternate);

•  Service: Sims (chair), Goldberg, Pardee, Zucker 

(alternate);
•  Recreation: Cameron (chair and liaison to 

Citizens’ Recreation Advisory Committee), 
Zucker, Sims, Pardee (alternate).

Director of finance
Council appointed Anthony Ianiro as director of 
finance on a part-time basis. Compensation is 
biweekly at a rate of $1,350, but not to exceed 
$35,100 per annum. He is the full-time finance di-
rector in Highland Heights, and this is the second 
time he has filled in on a temporary basis.

Water line repairs
The city has accepted a check for $30,000 from 
the Cleveland water Department to assist with 
road repairs on Fenwick Road following the col-
lapse from a water line break last summer.

New assistant clerk of council
Vice mayor Goldberg introduced Janet Giles, 
the new assistant clerk of council.

Shared fire services
A special council meeting was scheduled for Jan. 
9 to discuss a proposal to study the possibility 
of a shared initiative for fire services between 
Shaker Heights and University Heights.

LWV observer: Patricia C. Solomon.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

February Senior Citizen Happenings in UH
All events take place on Thursdays, at 2 
p.m., at the University Heights Library.  

Feb. 2 Richard Weiner, principal percus-
sionist and senior member of the Cleve-
land Orchestra, reflects on a half-century 
of performing around the world.

Feb. 9 Michelle Shaw, Cuyahoga County 
and CWRU liaison to the National Chil-
dren’s Study, will speak about the study, 
which was mandated by Congress to exam-
ine the effects of the environment/genetics 
on children’s health in the United States.

Feb. 16 Karen Gahl-Mills, executive 
director of Cuyahoga Arts and Culture, 
discusses the role of the arts in the eco-
nomic and cultural development of the 
community.

Feb. 23 Donald Rosenberg, arts and 
entertainment critic for the Plain Dealer, 
highlights the three operas the Met-

ropolitan Opera will present in movie 
theaters this spring.
 To receive the monthly schedule by e-
mail, contact Sherri Wisnieski at University 
Heights City Hall, 216-932-7800 x203, or 
swisnieski@universityheights.com.
 For more information, contact the 
UH Office for Senior Services at 216-
397-0336.

t h36 c l e v e l a nd
f e s t i va l

t o w e r  c i t y  c i n e m a s  /  c l e v e l a n d f i l m . o r g

i n t e rn at i o n a l

f i lm m a r c h  2 2 – a p r i l  1 ,  2 0 1 2
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heights shops

Enjoy the best of  
both worlds

Choose life at Judson Park

Living at Judson Park, you will have easy access to 

all the cultural advantages of University Circle,  

plus the conveniences and charm of the Heights.  

It’s the best of both worlds! Enjoy a flexible lifestyle 

that includes an award-winning health and wellness 

program. Engage with young people through a 

well-regarded, curriculum-based intergenerational 

program. Declare your independence today from all 

the chores, taxes and expenses of your home. Visit 

Judson Park today! Call (216) 791-2004 or visit 

www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson Manor   Judson Park   South Franklin Circle   Smart LivingTM at Home

heights Floral 
shoppe closes
Deanna Bremer Fisher 

In a January letter to her customers 
and friends, Tammy Currier, owner 
of Heights Floral Shoppe, announced 
that she was closing her store effective 
immediately. Heights Floral, located at 
3451 Fairmount Blvd., in the Fairmount 
Taylor Business District, was known for 
its eye-catching displays and gifts, as 
well as its unique floral designs.
 Currier purchased the business 
in 2007. In 2009, she moved the shop 
from its own storefront on Fairmount 
Boulevard to a smaller space within 
Paysage, the interior design store at the 
corner of Fairmount and South Taylor 
Road.
 In her letter, Currier said, “Thank 
you for your business these past years. 
It was a pleasure creating lovely flowers 
for your family and friends!”
 Currier said that she plans to con-
tinue to offer floral design services for 
weddings, parties and events. She can 
be reached at 216-321-4114 or at www.
heightsfloralshoppe.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer. 

We are all suburbs of somewhere
Adaora Schmiedl 

This winter, Cleveland Leadership 
Center (CLC) and four chambers of 
commerce are cooperating in a new 
way. For the last two years, Civic Lead-
ership Institute (CLI) has brought to-
gether business owners, executives, and 
nonprofit and community leaders via 
seminars designed to foster understand-
ing about how the city and its suburbs 
work together—and sometimes against 
each other.
 Beginning Feb. 1, the CLI brings its 
six-part program to Cleveland’s eastern 
suburbs.
 When Angie Polman, executive di-
rector of the Heights-Hillcrest Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, attended the 
fall session of the CLI at its usual down-
town City Club location, ideas perco-
lated. “CLI gave me great insight into 
the history of our regional economy, 
and sharpened my civic dialogue skills,” 
said Polman. “It’s an excellent class for 
anyone serving on a nonprofit board of 
directors, or for people looking to put 
passion to work for their community, 
and build relationships and effective 
collaboration. In fact, this program was 
so good that I just had to help bring it 
out to the [suburbs].”
 CLC has partnered with the Beach-
wood, Heights-Hillcrest, Solon and 
Warrensville chambers of commerce to 
present its East Side Edition—a proac-
tive way for local residents to hear from, 
and meet, key business and community 
leaders, engage in networks and conver-
sations, and deepen their understanding 

of how Cleveland and the region’s social, 
economic, business and political issues 
are intertwined. 
 CLI’s mission and commitment is 
to broaden “community-think” by ty-
ing CLC and Eastsiders in a true civic 
partnership. There are more than 300 
CLI alumni, but this is the first time the 
program has met outside of downtown 
Cleveland. Dates and places for the next 
neighborhood editions have yet to be 
decided.
 Registration is open at www.clev-
eleads.org for this six-part series, which 
highlights the region’s economy, movers 
and shakers, arts and culture, public 
sector and civic interaction. Sessions fit 
easily into the workday, running from 
7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Vigorous debate 
is guaranteed.
 The CLI-East Side Edition begins 
Feb. 1 with a reception at the Beach-
wood Buick GMC car dealership, at 

25975 Central Pkwy. The first class is 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 at the new Univer-
sity Hospital Ahuja Medical Center, at 
the corner of Richmond and Harvard 
roads. Tuition for the program is $500 
per participant, with a nonprofit and 
government rate of $350. Members of 
participating chambers of commerce 
are eligible for a $25 discount.
 Bruce Hennes, CLI faculty and 
member of the CLC board of direc-
tors, said, “I spend much of my time in 
the suburbs, but when someone asks 
me where I’m from, I always say I’m a 
Clevelander. Civic Leadership Institute 
provides the opportunity to put meat on 
that phrase.”
 Marianne Crosley, CEO of Cleveland 
Leadership Center, summed it up: “It’s 
thrilling to partner with the chambers of 
commerce, take Cleveland on the road, 
and reach new audiences in the eastern 
suburban community. The education and 

Debra Adams simmons, Plain Dealer editor; Richard J. Clark of the John p. Murphy and Kulas foundations; 
Valarie J. McCall, chief of government affairs for the City of Cleveland; and Bruce hennes of hennes 
paynter Communications, during a CLi session in July.

access we provide is critical to making 
connections and understanding com-
munity issues for all Clevelanders—no 
matter where you are.”

Adaora Schmiedl is a Heights resident. She 
works for the Cleveland Leadership Center.
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heights LiBRARies

What’s going on 
at your library? 
Visit www.heightslibrary.org for a com-
plete program calendar.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Thursdays, Feb. 9–23, 4 p.m.
Green Bookmaking for Kids. Children in 
grades 3–6 can learn how to make their 
own books out of recycled materials, for 
writing, artwork, or just about anything. 
Register for this three-week program at 
www.heightslibrary.org.
Monday, Feb. 27, 6:30 p.m.
Deaf Gathering. Gather for a social hour 
at the Coventry Village Library. (An in-
terpreter will be provided.)

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Thursdays, Feb. 16 and 23, 3:30 p.m.
Library Afterschool Fun: Wii Game Day. 
Challenge your friends in Wii Sports, or 
play a round of Connect Four or Uno. 
We have a variety of games for everyone.
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m.
Third Tuesday Book Club. February’s book 
is Enchanted April by Elizabeth von 
Arnim.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Mondays, Feb. 6–27, 3:30 p.m.
Library Afterschool Fun at Noble. Join us 
for crafts, games, Wii day, or art projects. 
Each week we will be doing something 
different. Stop by the library for a more 
detailed schedule.
Monday, Feb. 20, 7:00 p.m.
Vampires and the Horror Beyond. Join 
Heights librarian and horror genre ex-
pert Greg Fisher as he introduces you to 
the wild, wicked world of horror fiction. 
Register at www.heightslibrary.org.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 12:30 p.m.
Senior Spot book discussion at Whole Foods 
Market. Meet Heights librarians to dis-
cuss The Paris Wife by Paula McClain.
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 7 p.m.
Leap Year Celebration. For kids in grades 
K–5. Come celebrate the extra day in 
2012. Register at www.heightslibrary.org.

heights Libraries wins grant to continue 
American sign Language classes
Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library has received a 
$3,000 grant for free American Sign 
Language (ASL) classes for adults at the 
Coventry Village Library. The money is 
from the Friends of the Society for the 
Deaf, a fund of the Cleveland Hearing 
and Speech Center. Instructors from 
Cleveland SignStage Theatre will teach 
the classes.
 “These free classes fill a need in the 
deaf and hard-of-hearing community,” 
said Ben Guylas, adult services librarian 

Library celebrates Victorian times this spring 
Carole Wallencheck

Queen Victoria’s reign, from 1837 to 
1901, spanned a period of British his-
tory brimming with innovation and 
imagination—far different from the 
repressive society many think it was. 
This spring, the Lee Road Library will 
explore the art, culture and literature of 
the Victorian era with a special series of 
programs.
 Beginning April 17, the library’s 
Victorian Times Celebration will in-
clude special installments of the Third 

Tuesday Book Club, the Science Fiction 
and Fantasy Book Discussion, and the 
popular Art Study Group. 
 Programs will include a fashion 
survey of Victorian costume and tex-
tiles (April 21); a screening of the 1931 
film “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” based 
on Robert Louis Stevenson’s Victorian 
novella, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde (May 1); and even a birthday 
party (with cake!) for Charles Dickens, 
for whom 2012 marks the 200th anni-
versary of his birth (April 22).
 The complete list of programs will 

heights Libraries now offering e-readers at all branches
Sheryl Banks 

Thinking of buying an e-reader? Try one 
out first at Heights Libraries. Heights 
Libraries has recently added e-readers to 
the collections at the Coventry Village, 
Noble Neighborhood, and University 
Heights locations. The Lee Road Li-
brary has offered e-readers since Janu-
ary 2011.
 “Our customers have been clam-
oring for more e-readers, so we’re 
thrilled to be able to offer them at 
all of our branches,” said Kimberlee 

DeNero-Ackroyd, Heights Libraries 
deputy director. “Our librarians have 
been fielding more and more questions 
about e-book readers, especially from 
customers who are considering purchas-
ing one.”
 “Circulating these devices serves 
several purposes,” explained DeNero-
Ackroyd. “It gives customers an oppor-
tunity to try these products and make 
more informed purchasing decisions, it 
provides library customers an opportu-
nity to try a different reading experience, 
and it also allows us to experiment with 
new ways of serving our customers.”
 Each branch will now have at least 
three e-readers to circulate: Coventry 
and Noble will each have two Nooks 
and a Kindle, and University Heights 
will have two Kindles and a Nook. The 
Lee Road Library currently has nine e-

and deaf services coordinator. “I just had 
a call from a woman who is losing her 
hearing. She wants to make sure that she 
and her family are prepared for when 
she loses her hearing completely. They 
can’t afford to pay for classes, so they 
are all taking our classes—herself, her 
husband, and their children. She was 
very thankful and appreciative.”
 Coventry Village Library specializes 
in materials and programming for the 
deaf and hard-of-hearing community. 
Coventry Village has been offering ASL 
classes since the late 1980s. The branch’s 
collection includes materials on learning 

ASL, deaf culture, deaf fiction, and so-
cietal issues facing the deaf community.  
It comprises mainly books, but also 
includes videos and DVDs.  Several staff 
members are trained in ASL and can 
converse in sign language. The branch 
also features a monthly Deaf Culture 
Film Series and monthly Deaf Gather-
ing, a social hour for people who are deaf 
or hard of hearing, or are just interested 
in deaf culture.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

appear in the spring issue of Check Us 
Out, the Heights Libraries program 
guide, arriving in mailboxes soon. 
 While all series events are free and 
open to the public, some require ad-
vance registration. You can sign up for 
programs online at www.heightslibrary.
org (look for the Event Calendar link), 
by phone at 216-932-3600, or in person 
at any of the Heights Libraries branches, 
beginning Feb. 14.

Carole Wallencheck is an adult services  
reference associate for Heights Libraries.

readers: one Nook Color, four Nooks, 
and four Kindles.
 The new e-readers come preloaded 
with 40 popular book titles for adults, 
teens and children, including The Help 
by Kathryn Stockett, Bossypants by Tina 
Fey, The Hunger Games by Suzanne Col-
lins, and The Secret Garden by Frances 
Hodgson Burnett. Customers cannot 
load books onto the devices.
 The Nooks and Kindles can be 
taken home for up to 14 days, and the 
devices must be returned to the branch 
they were borrowed from. Information 
related to the special loan policies for 
e-readers can be viewed at www.height-
slibrary.org/page/electronic_guidelines.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

2285 Lee Road • 216-932-3200
www.mitchellschocolates.com

ChoColates to Win any heart

Elegantly Packaged Chocolates  
and Truffles

Old-Fashioned Marshmallows  
and Classic Favorites

Exquisite Handcrafted Chocolates 

A Sensory Experience  
to Delight Sweethearts of Every Age

www.heightsobserver.org 
See more stories online
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heights sChooLs

DECEMBER 13, 2011
All board members were present.
Awards and recognitions
Board President Eric Coble presented plaques to 
the Heights High football team, which was the 
undefeated Lake Erie League champion, and to 
the girls’ soccer team, which was a district finalist.
 National Merit Scholars and Achievement 
Scholars also received recognition along with the 
Citizens for Heights Schools Levy cochairs, for suc-
cessful passage of the levy.
Race to the Top update
Dr. Micheller discussed the partnership with John 
Carroll University on school and teacher evalu-
ations. In evaluating teachers, a “value added” 
element will be considered. In 2014, another Ohio 
Assessment Standard will replace the OGT (Ohio 
Graduation Tests).
Board of education policies
At the second reading of the board of education 
policies, clarifications of the text were made. The 
board will retain the internal procedures for child 
abuse reporting specified under Student Supervi-
sion. Student absences do not have to be docu-
mented by a written note, which is optional for the 
parent. Electronic or phone documentation is suffi-
cient. Employee use of tobacco on school properties 
will be discussed further at the third reading of the 
policies. Currently, there are designated smoking 
places. Suggestions included polling employees to 
determine the number of smokers, and the introduc-

tion of a smoking cessation program for employees.
Coventry building project
The board approved the Nov. 10 bid for the Coven-
try Building Fire Suppression Project, which includes 
installation of a sprinkler system. This would increase 
the value of the building, and the cost would be 
recouped from building leases.
Cramer Associates
The board heard a proposal from Cramer Associ-
ates, a firm that advises on facilities master plans, 
to explore and broaden networks and partnerships 
for the schools. Michelle Cramer, representing the 
firm, explained their role as a strategic fundraising 
agency that explores local and national partnerships, 
especially in the nonprofit sector, and engages them 
for support. No specifics were discussed concern-
ing a dollar amount to be raised, but a timeline 
for exploring partnerships will be from January to 
March 2012.  Goals would then be determined and 
partnerships identified.

LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

JANUARY 3, 2012
Board President Karen Jones was excused.

Oaths of office
Re-elected board members, Eric Coble and Nancy 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Board
meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded post-
ings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

Peppler, were sworn in. Karen Jones was elected 
board president, and Eric Coble, vice president. 
Nancy Peppler was appointed treasurer pro-tem.
Grant proposals
The following grant proposal applications were 
approved:
  •  The Educational Jobs Fund Application to the 

Ohio Department of Education for $25,627.36
   •  The NFL Grassroots Program Field Surface Grant 

to the NFL Grassroots Program for $200,000. 
This grant is to upgrade the stadium with a turf 
field, but will not pay the total cost of the improve-
ment. Cramer and Associates, the firm advising 
on the facilities master plan, is looking for donors. 
Bleacher safety is a priority issue. The application 
would be incorporated into the facilities study.

Fighting incident
Safety and security officers are making changes 
to game admission rules after a fight and rumored 
gunfire at the Dec. 30 basketball game. Visiting team 
members must show school ID and no students from 
other schools will be allowed to enter. Middle school 
and younger students must be accompanied by an 
adult. Recent Heights’ alumni may have to show ID 
or be recognized by the security officers to attend 
the game. When students return from winter break, 
student leaders will be recruited to discuss the safety 
issues at games.
Coventry School leases
The board approved a lease agreement with Open 
Office LLC for space in the Coventry School build-
ing. Open Office supports other businesses in the 
Heights, lines up businesses, and functions with for-

profit organizations. Maintenance is still the school 
district’s responsibility.
 Council also approved an extension of the 
term of a lease agreement between the board and 
the Ensemble Theater. The lease will be extended 
monthly with the hope of a firm contract soon.
ABLE program
Council approved a lease agreement between the 
board and New Life Cathedral in East Cleveland, 
where the district’s ABLE program will continue. The 
ABLE program is for life skills such as GED training 
for adult students in the Heights area. Tri-C is coordi-
nating this program.
Donations
The board accepted the following donations:
  •  $7,500 to Hearty Professional Development 

Center,
  •  $400 to Bellefaire School for Family Night,
  •  A Shopsmith Mark V woodworking tool to the 

high school,
  •  $1,000 to the Robert Soltz Scholarship Fund,
  •  $1,805 to the Jason West Memorial Scholar-

ship Fund.
 
LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

project Build brings habitat for humanity to heights high
Joy Henderson 

Last fall, Heights High senior Ariel Tra-
vis set out to start a student club that 
would support the work of Habitat for 
Humanity, and give students a chance 
to learn practical life skills and make a 
difference in their community. He pre-
sented his idea to math teacher Chris 
Sutton, who enthusiastically agreed to 
be the club advisor, and soon after that 
Project Build was formed.
 Several students helped Travis pub-
licize the first meeting, and when the 
Habitat for Humanity staff came to the 
school to conduct a training, 50 students 
showed up. “The Habitat trainers were 
very impressed with the number of 
interested students,” said Sutton. 
 Project Build is the first high school 
club to work with Greater Cleveland 

Habitat for Humanity. “It was great to 
see so many people show up, but that was 
really only the beginning,” Travis said. 
 Student interest continues to in-
crease and Travis predicts another major 
spike in membership when Project Build 
hosts a February meeting to discuss the 
club’s future plans and goals.
 Project Build’s first build day was 
Oct. 28, working on a home on E. 84th 
Street in Cleveland. Since then, the 
club hosted five more build days at the 
same site, and on Jan. 14, students hung 
drywall. 
 “The thing that I hear most often 
from students is how much they like 
working with people whom they didn’t 
know before,” said Travis. “We met our 
goals of contributing and learning new 
skills, but we are also building bridges 
between students.”

 Sutton has enjoyed the opportunity 
to work with the students. “They are 
very inspiring. They really want to con-
tribute and make a difference,” he said.
 Travis and the other club leaders are 
investigating ways to work more locally 
 in City of Cleveland Heights. They are 
also considering a disaster relief trip. For 

District’s pathways receives praise from 
international education expert
Angee Shaker 

Bob Pearlman, internationally known 
school consultant and author, has 
praised the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights City School District’s 
Pathways initiative as a groundbreaking 
model for education. 
 “I haven’t seen anything comparable 
nationally,” he said. “As implementation 
moves forward, I see the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District as being a national model for 
21st-century learning.”
 Fielding Nair International, one of 
the architectural firms working with 
the district on its master facilities plan, 
brought Pearlman to the district. Pearl-
man specializes in education reform ef-
forts, school structuring and technology, 
and was director of strategic planning 
for the New Technology Foundation 
from 2002 to 2009. He consults in the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
on 21st-century learning, focusing on 

new school development and district-
wide implementation of 21st-century 
skills.
 Recognizing that students have 
different needs and interests, Pathways 
emphasizes learning from diverse per-
spectives, so that students can find a 
school that is the best possible fit.
 The three Pathways are:
•  Society Learning from the perspective 

of people interacting with others (Rox-
boro Elementary and Middle, Oxford, 
Fairfax, Renaissance);

•  Discovery Learning from the perspec-
tive of people interacting with the 
physical world (Gearity, Boulevard, 
Monticello, Legacy);

•  Creativity Learning from the perspec-
tive of expressing and celebrating 
the human spirit (Canterbury, Noble, 
Wiley, Mosaic).

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.
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(L-R) Natasha Madorsky, erik thiem, Ariel travis, Jade Woodson and Rayven Moss. 

more information about the club or to 
support the mission, visit the Project 
Build website, www.project-build.org or 
contact Chris Sutton at c_sutton@chuh.
org.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liason at Heights High.

See more stories online at www.heightsobserver.org 
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Black history Month events feature student debate
Joy Henderson 

On Feb. 17 at 6 p.m., the Heights High 
Black History Celebration will present 
two student debate teams. They will 
square off on a topic that stirs strong 
reactions in many: Heights High Stu-
dents Should Wear Uniforms. 
 The debate is part of the Heights 
High Black History Celebration that 
focuses on the Harlem Renaissance pe-
riod, 1920–35. The student debaters are 
part of the Minority Student Achieve-
ment Network (MSAN), and will even 
dress the part in vintage clothes from 
the 1930s.   
 The evening will include a Harlem 
Stroll, during which MSAN students will 
share information about the Harlem Re-
naissance, serve a soul food potluck din-
ner, and conduct a soul food contest for 

heights high softball team raises funds for new home field

seniors Cameron Redic and samaiyah Melton will face off in  great Debate style at the Black history 
Celebration on Feb. 17. they are both members of the Minority student Achievement Network that is 
sponsoring the debate.

the best chicken, macaroni and cheese, 
and sweet potato pie. Local celebrity 
judges will determine the winners.
 Following the dinner, students will 
recite poetry from the time period and 
showcase the debate. The finale of the 
evening will be a performance by the 
Heights High Gospel Choir.
 The event is organized by the Par-
ent Connection Council at Heights 
High. For more information, contact 
event chair Kris Austin at 216-244-5532. 
The MSAN advisors are David Peake 
and Shawn Washington. Social studies 
teacher Nathan Williams will emcee 
the event, art history teacher Jerome 
White’s students will display murals 
they created about the time period.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liason at Heights High.

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm to 1 am

                  “respect the food, 
          don’t mess with it too much  
           and the end result 
                   will always be great.”
                                      jill vedaa executive chef
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Larry Sollisch

After years of playing at Forest Hills 
Park, the Heights High Lady Tigers 
Fastpitch Softball team is hoping to play 
on a new home field at the high school 
this spring. The newly-formed Lady 
Tigers Fastpitch Boosters are working 
with the CH-UH City School District 
Athletic Department on a plan to build 
the field for the team, and they need 
help from the community to make it 
happen.
 Businesses interested in purchas-
ing advertising at the heavily-traveled 
intersection (the school is located at 

the corner of Cedar and Lee roads) 
should contact the Cleveland Heights 
Fastpitch Boosters at heightsfastpitch@
gmail.com or 216-554-2002. Individuals 
can support the team through a raffle 
to win an iPad 2, and by purchasing 
limited-edition “Tiger Nation” license 
plate frames. The winning raffle ticket 
will be selected Feb. 10 at the Heights 
Symphony concert. License plate frames 
are available at the high school athletic 
office.
 Tax-deductible donations can be 
made through the Reaching Heights 
website, www.reachingheights.org.
 Head Coach Jessica Kaltenbach, 

now in her fourth season at the helm, 
has made impressive strides since tak-
ing over a team that had only one win 
the year before her tenure began. Since 
then, the team has earned a Lake Erie 
League Championship and is now com-
petitive in the league. The returning 
team of players, led by senior catcher 
Diamond Jones, junior pitcher Alexa 
Sollisch, and sophomore Cayla Figueroa 
at third base, has been practicing year-
round to prepare for the season. With 
an exciting crop of incoming freshmen 
and returning underclassmen, the team 
is poised to make some noise in the 
league again this season. 
 The softball team has never had its 
own field, but instead has been bussed 
to Forest Hill Park for home games—
an additional expense for the Heights 
High athletics program. As a result, few 
fans come to the games and the team 
has never enjoyed a true home-field 
advantage. The Heights High baseball 
team has its own field on the Heights 
grounds, facing Cedar Road. Fastpitch 
softball cannot be played on a tradi-
tional baseball field because the infield 
and pitching mounds are of different 
distances.
 The project will include upgrades to 
the infield dirt and outfield grass.Addi-
tions will include canvas-top dugouts, 
and a portable home run fence, new 
backstop fencing, new grandstand with 
concrete path, and a new scoreboard. 
The total cost is estimated at $30,000. 
The district has pledged support in the 

form of manpower, which will signifi-
cantly reduce the amount of money the 
boosters need to raise.
 A brochure with images of the 
project can be seen on the Cleveland 
Heights Softball Facebook page (make 
sure to filter for pages when searching 
on Facebook).
 For more information contact Larry 
Sollisch at klas1985@roadrunner.com, 
or Jessica Kaltenbach, head coach, or 
Kristin Hughes, athletic director at the 
high school.

Larry Sollisch is president of the Lady Tigers 
Fastpitch Boosters and the parent of two 
team members.

During the month of February, enjoy
  50% OFF

Our Small, Personalized 
Yoga Classes and Healing 
Reiki Therapy Sessions!

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village

Valentine’s Day Special!

S

Loving Hands 
   Yoga & Reiki

        Gift CertifiCateS aVailable
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Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

parenting Q & A
Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Family 
Connections, fields questions about the daily 
ups and downs of parenting. If you have 
questions for Barrett, e-mail her at ebarrett@
familyconnections1.org.

Q. Lately, my four-year-old son and I 
butt heads over and over, all day long. 
If I say “stop,” he says “go.” If I ask him 
to hurry up, he goes into slow-motion 
mode. We are on opposite sides all the 
time. What can I do to reduce the num-
ber of battles we have every day?

A. Your son is figuring out how to assert 
himself in the world around him. He has 
many skills and a growing curiosity. He 
is figuring out what he likes and doesn’t 
like. At the same time, you are likely 
thinking that, at this age, he should be 
able to be more cooperative. These two 
positions are in direct conflict with each 
other. Adjusting your point of view, and 
learning a few strategies, may help pull 
you out of this rut.
•  Figure out what motivates your son. 

Does he like games and challenges? If 
so, find a strategic way to take advan-

tage of that interest. Using a timer,   
challenge him to pick up as many toys 
as he can in a set time. Challenge him 
to dress himself before the timer goes 
off. Be willing to help him at first, so 
he can learn to speed up or accomplish 
even more. As he catches on, he will 
be able to do it alone.

•  Find a mutual incentive that will mo-
tivate him to see you as an ally: “If we 
pick up all the blocks now, we’ll have 
time to stop at the library and pick up 
a movie for us to watch tonight.” If the 
strategy is successful, make sure you 
follow up later with positive acknowl-
edgement: “I’m glad we were able to 
watch this movie.”

•  Use teamwork. Some tasks might 
seem overwhelming for your son. If 
he knows he won’t have to clean up 
his room alone, or that you will help 

him find his shoes, he might be more 
willing to try.

•  Give him limited choices. Tell him it is 
time to go to bed and ask, “Would you 
like to wear your train pajamas or dino-
saur ones?” This strategy enables him 
to make a choice and take control, but 
within limitations that satisfy you, too.

•  Allow for transition. If you know that 
you need to leave the house soon, 
give him some attention and notice. 
For example, if he is watching TV, sit 
with him for a moment, watch with 
him, and show interest in what he is 
watching. Ask a few questions about 
the show, and anticipate a good stop-
ping point. Then give him time to 
transition.

•  Keep things neutral. The more your 
emotions escalate, the more he will 
resist. Let natural consequences un-
fold—no family movie that night or 
a play date is cancelled because of un-
cooperative behavior. Understanding 
that there are consequences will help 
him internalize your expectations. 

 Finally, pick your battles carefully. 
In any given day, there are probably 
many instances when you could readjust 
your priorities and let some things go. 
Remember, he’s only four years old.

on Dec. 22, the undefeated Blue east first-place Cleveland heights tigers took on their mightiest opponent yet, the Cleveland heights Mite A2 team, 
in an exhibition game. the game was especially fun for eddie Babcox, tigers head coach. he was a heights Mite in the first Mite/heights high 
exhibition game in the 1986-87 season and played against the team that would turn out to be the state champs that year.

Heights Tigers take on Mite Tigers

Ruffing Montessori 
school hosts summer 
Ruffing it camp
Julia Sheehan 

Summer Ruffing It (SRI) at Ruffing 
Montessori School in Cleveland Heights 
has offered dynamic camp programs for 
children, ages 3–14, for 34 years.
 Children from all area schools 
participate in earth-friendly activities, 
held in a LEED certified building cooled 
by geothermal energy. Campers tend 
gardens, enjoy playgrounds and the ad-
jacent Shaker Lakes, and exchange class 
time with the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes. 
 Indoors, the children work and play 
in natural lighting, breathe safe indoor 
air, and recycle no-waste lunches. The 
program continues the green-curricu-
lum focus implemented during Ruffing’s 
academic year, supporting processes 
that make a positive impact on sustain-
ability. 
 The camp program, small and 
professionally staffed, is informed by 
respect of the environment and mutual 
respect among people.  
 A Summer To Grow On, ages 3–6, 
features indoor games, cooking, art and 
storytelling, gardening, weekly nature 
walks and a zoo trip.
 Creative Arts and Sciences, grades 
1–5, offers a choice of art, athletics, 
drama, media, movement, music, and 
science and technology. Students create 
personalized schedules that may include 
movies, musical theater, jug bands, year-
books and newsletters in digital format 
and occasional field trips.
 Extreme SRI!, grades 6–8, features 
two-hour morning classes that take kids 
into the Greater Cleveland community 
and into worlds that extend beyond the 
city. This year, campers will meet young 
adults involved with the Peace Corps 
and establish links with students their 
own age from other countries. 
 Ruffing’s professional staff, with 
student-centered groups, seeks to pro-
vide a joyful, high-quality experience. 
Before and after care is available, 7:30–9 
a.m. and 1–6 p.m.
 For more information, visit www.
ruffingmontessori.net/sri or contact Julia 
Sheehan at julias@ruffingmontessori.
net or 216-932-7866. Ruffing Montes-
sori School is located at 3380 Fairmount 
Boulevard.

Julia Sheehan is the director of Ruffing 
Montessori’s Summer Ruffing It program.

CITY WIDE RENOVATION
PLUMBING  n  ELECTRICAL

CARPENTRY  n  GARAGE REPAIR
DRYWALL  n  PAINTING

GUTTER CLEANING  n  VIOLATIONS  

Call Billy at
216.392.1161

FREE ESTIMATES
EMERGENCY REPAIR

LICENSED  n  BONDED  n  INSURED  

Small jobs welcome!
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Affordable People-Centered Therapy 
Dr. Margaret Grevatt 

PhD,	MSSA,	LISW	

( 2 1 6 )  7 2 1 - 1 9 7 5  
Woman-Centered Counseling for  

Sexual Abuse, Anxiety, Depression, 
Anger, “Burnout,” Addictions. 

Men and Couples also Welcome. 
 

Sliding Scale Fees 
First Appointment Free 

 
A Practical, Philosophical/Spiritual Approach 

 
Let us turn 
your gently 
used clothes 
and household 
items into 
cash! 
 

Re-New  
Beginning 
Consignment 
Shop 
 
 
 
12726 Larchmere Blvd 
(216) 229‐7030 
Tues‐Sat, 10am‐6pm  
New consignors  
welcome! 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

CLAssiFieD ADs

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

perfectly thoughtful valentine’s day treasures 
for the women in your life

(216) 321-1296  
www.SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

2243 Warrensville Center in University Hts.
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 11-5  •  Thursday 11-7  •  Saturday 11-4 

Cleveland heights high school concert brings 
together graduates from 1942 to 2015

Ditte Wolin

On Nov. 12, more than 150 current and 
former Heights High instrumental mu-
sicians combined, and recombined, into 
several intergenerational bands and or-
chestras. They came together to honor 
former music teacher John Farinacci 
with a spirited concert that highlighted 
the continuity of music education in the 
district over the decades. With partici-
pating musicians from the class of 1942 

heights musicians and alumni performed "the stars and stripes Forever" at the conclusion of the concert.

Ode to My Favorite Coat
by Gail Bellamy

Winter is a monolith:

Half-frozen faucets whisper like 

 warlocks;

weather strips under the doors

shriek like banshee squeegees.

The earth tilts, the solstice smirks

and somewhere dockside and frigid

under a concrete-colored sky

a revolutionary in a second-hand

pea coat leans into the wind.

I am not as cold as he is. I’m wrapped

in my Lord & Taylor full-length pea   

 coat—

a minor work of art, constructed of part  

 cashmere,

with a slippery red satin lining. My   

 arms

slide into it like keys into an oiled lock.

Matter of fact, when I wore it to the  

 hardware

store to pick up a deadbolt, I think

several people there envied its 

 practicality. 

My coat buttresses me;

I crawl inside it to a secret room

with a window looking out onto spring. 

Double-breasted, it boasts a flirty slit up  

 the back

like a maestro’s tails, its buttons  

 engraved with anchors,

its apex a velvet-lined collar, nothing  

 like

what you’d wear to stand on a dock. 

One of its deep pockets has a loose bit  

 of lining;

rather endearing, really, that one sign  

 of age.

Gail Bellamy served as Cleveland 
Heights’s poet laureate from 2009 to 
2011 and was a recipient of the Creative 
Workforce Fellowship in Literature in 
2010. She has a Ph.D. in creative writ-
ing, and is the author of two Pudding 
House poetry collections: Victual Reality 
(2000) and Traveler’s Salad (2009). Her 
poems have appeared in many journals 
and anthologies. 

heightsWrites
Poem for February 2012
Clevelanders—at least those who have 
survived more than one winter here—
have perfected the science and the art of 
dressing for the weather.

   —Meredith Holmes

to the class of 2015, the concert was an 
inspirational event. Alumni included 
professional musicians and music teach-
ers, as well as many who did not choose 
music as a career.
 John Farinacci died a few years ago 
at the age of 92. Some of the returning 
alumni have remained in contact with 
the Farinacci family. Farinacci’s widow 
and four of the couple’s five children 
returned to Cleveland Heights for the 
reunion and memorial concert.

 Heights High freshman Abby 
Hermes interviewed one of the return-
ing alumni, John Landis (Class of 1957). 
She wrote that Landis was in town for 
the Farinacci reunion concert, where he 
played trumpet and conducted. Landis 
has been the conductor and music di-
rector of the Cheektowaga Symphony 
Orchestra for 20 years. He also worked 
with the Buffalo Philharmonic from 
1970 to 1983.
  Landis lived in Cleveland Heights 
for 10 years, between the ages of eight 
and 18, and although he has lived in 13 
cities, he still thinks of Cleveland as 
home. He attended Fairfax Elementary 
School, where he started playing the 
trumpet in fourth grade. He attended 
Roxboro Junior High, where his music 
teacher introduced him to conducting. 
In high school, Farinacci continued to 
nourish this newfound ability.
 Landis earned his degree in trum-
pet at the Eastman School of Music. 
He was accepted into both the United 
States Navy and Air Force bands after 
college and served in the Air Force Band 
for four years. After that, he moved to 
New York where he worked with the 
Boris Goldovsky Opera Theatre. The 
company toured 48 states, October 
through April, for two years. While per-
forming one night, Landis was offered 
an opportunity to conduct the Buffalo 
Philharmonic. He conducted other or-
chestras and has been a musical radio 
announcer. He said that John Farinacci’s 
influence stays with him even today.

Ditte Wolin, a Heights High graduate and  
parent of two girls in the Heights schools, is 
an environmentalist.

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com Financing Available 

Get Ready for Winter checklist: 
Kitchen 
Windows 5 for $975! 
Doors 
Furnace 
Porch Repair 

Carpeting & Flooring 
Carpentry Repairs 
Bathroom 
Roofing & Gutters 
Kitchen Resurfacing 

Siding 
Interior 
Painting 

Insulation 
Rec Room 
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Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 
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Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 3/31/12 

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

Sewing Instruction ages 9 and up 

SEW WHAT! 

Small groups 
Individual attention 
Classes now forming 
Pattern reading, basic machine skills, 
clothing construction and more ... 

Unity Center of the Heights 
Bookstore 

2653 S. Taylor Rd. (off Fairmount) 
www.unitycenteronline.org/ 

216-321-7566 
Sat-Sun 10-2 & Tues Thurs 4-7 
Spiritual & Metaphysical books, 

audio CDs, DVDs, music CDs, 
cards, art, jewelry, & more 

Large Inventory! Low Prices! 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

SHUMAKER’S 
HARDWOOD FLOORS LLC

 

HIGH QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOOR SERVICES
FEATURING DUST-FREE SANDING 

 

Installation, Repair & Refinishing 
Family Owned & Operated 

Fully Insured 
 

PHONE: 216-659-7676
www.shumakers-hardwood-floors.com 

  

   

Sales & Service 
LCD * Plasma * DLP 

TVs * Sterios 
Monitors * Record Players

 

Parts, Supplies 
& Accessories 

DLP Lamps * Cables 
TV & Radio Parts 
Remote Controls 

Batteries 
Antennas * Tools 
Test Equipment 

 
We Buy Broken 

LCD & Plasma TVs

Rick Neiditz 
Mario Marra 
 

Sales (216) 241-0107 
Service (216) 241-4434 
Toll Free (800) 328-6445 
Fax (216) 241-4445 
 

M-F 11:30-5:30 
SAT. 11:00-5:00 
 
Email:Ramelectronics@aol.com 

1898 W. 25th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44113 

Your Biz Card, 
Your Print Ad,  
Your Facebook 
Posting, or 

Your Ad on 
Their Cell Phone? 

Call Shirley, Your Z Rep  
for more info or brochure  

216-526-7699 www.yfj.cc  

What will your customers 
see first today? 

INSTANT QUOTE 
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

 

AUTO/MOTORCYCLE/BOAT 
HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL 

 

$35/mo LIABILITY 
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE 

 
www.ohioinsurancequote.net 

 
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 

2565 Noble Road (216) 691-9227 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.facebook.com/heightshardware

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS HOME REPAIR
 

Home Improvements 
Doors, Windows, Room Renovations 

General Carpentry Services 
  

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

www.simplesolutionshr.com 
 

216-280-3765 

Loving Hands 
   Yoga & Reiki

 • Small, Friendly Yoga Classes
• Healing Reiki Therapy

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578 

Located in Coventry Village

Gift CertifiCates available!

10% DisCOUNt fOr NeW ClieNts!

S

Interior Painting, Plaster/
Drywall Repair, Staining, 

Wallpaper Removal/
Installation, Skim Coating

 

Free Estimates  
216-287-7468 
www.allurepainting.net 

ALLURE PAINTING

Lords Home  
Improvements LLC 
Kitchens*Bathrooms*Basements*Vinyl 
Siding*Carpeting*Electrical*Plumbing 

Phone: 440-666-0011 

Fax: 330-931-3827 
Lordshomeimprovements@gmail.com 
www.lordshomeimprovements.com 
Mention Ad to Receive:  

$100 off $1,000  

$500 off $5,000 

$1,000 off $10,000 

Licensed, Insured & Bonded  

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

AMERICAN TAXI
$35 Flat Fee 
to Airport*

Students, Groups 
Wheel Chair - 

Transportation 
 

*Per Person with 2 Hours  
Advance Reservation 

216.926.1557

Medical 
Vouchers 
Visa/MC 
Accepted 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 
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For Specific Dates and Times and to REGISTER NOW, visit
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

SUMMER CAMPS
JUNE 18 - AUGUST 4

Register for 
CAMPS online 
by April 1 and 
receive a 10% 

discount!

JAZZ CAMP // PIANO CAMP // SUZUKI CAMP // RAINBOW CAMP //
MUSIC BUILDERS // MUSICAL THEATRE // ADAPTED MUSICAL THEATRE // 

CHAMBER MUSIC CAMP // BRASS & WIND CAMP //
INTRO TO INSTRUMENTS // INTRO TO SUZUKI

These arts-enriched Summer Camps will infuse learning,
fun and creativity into your child’s day!

Programs are generously funded by:

Rainforest 
Car Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

The Rainforest 
Car Wash, 
in Cleveland 
Heights,  is 
now open.  
Located on 
the corner of 
Mayfield and Middlehurst (enter 
from Middlehurst), this state of 
the art car wash is open to the 
public.  Featuring a rain forest 
theme both inside and out, The 
Rainforest Car Wash will be the 
best car wash you’ve ever had.  

N

S
W E

LEE

TAYLOR

COVENTRY

CEDAR

WILSON MILLS RD

MAYFIELDMONTICELLO WARRENSVILLE
CTR.

The Rainforest Car Wash

SUPERIOR

ENTER FROM MIDDLEHURST

RR

MIDDLEHURST

Open
Everyday
7:00AM
9:00PM

Now Open


