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Facilities ideas presented by district show
big changes to elementary schools
Facilities Design Idea A

Deanna Bremer Fisher

The two ideas for new school facilities
presented by the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District,
at the third in a series of four community
input meetings, show dramatic changes to
the way the district’s elementary schools
are configured. Currently, the district
has seven elementary school buildings
(kindergarten through fifth grade) and
three middle schools (sixth through eighth
grade). One plan would close all but one
of the current elementary building sites,
the other would close four.
The district intends to narrow the
options to a single plan over the next few
weeks, and present it in more detail at
its fourth, and final, community input
meeting on March 21. In the meantime,
FutureHeights and the Sustainable
Heights Network will host a community
forum to discuss the issues raised by the
plans at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 1, at
Noble Road Presbyterian Church (learn
more at www.futureheights.org).
According to Angee Shaker, communications director for the CH-UH
schools, the district considered nine
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ideas for school facilities configuration,
but eliminated seven of them because

In a recent report, “The Changing Face
of Poverty in Northeast Ohio,” the
Center on Urban Poverty and Community Development at Case Western
Reserve University (povertycenter.cwru.
edu) reported that the number of people
living in poverty has markedly increased
over the past decade. Inner-ring suburbs, including Cleveland Heights, are
among the most affected. The report
cites unemployment, lower wages, and
increased living costs as some of the
reasons. Another factor is the abandon-

continued on page 6

Heights High alumnus returns after 75 years

CRACC hosts Project
Clean Lake meeting

Joy Henderson

Patricia Wright

On Jan. 28, 1937, Meyer “Mike” Frank
graduated from Cleveland Heights High
School and began a life full of adventure, love and family. Seventy-five years
later, almost to the day, he returned to
Heights High for a visit filled with fond
memories and life stories.
Frank had lived at Bellefaire orphanage and walked to the school every day.
His favorite memories include playing
basketball and volleyball, and, most of
all, he fondly recalled his shorthand and
English teacher.
After graduation, Frank hitchhiked
to California, joined the army, and was
assigned to a division with orders to
interview generals, soldiers, and prisoners for the war archives. “I had learned
shorthand at Heights High and that
landed me a great job in the army,” he

In one Cleveland Heights census tract,
1410 (the area known as North Coventry), the poverty rate has more than
doubled since 2000 and now exceeds 40
percent.
The story of poverty in the Heights
is more complicated than a cursory
glance at the statistics may make it
seem. For example, the presence of
college and graduate students in a neighborhood is one factor that can sometimes skew poverty statistics. Students
often live below the poverty line, despite
sometimes having financial resources

Are you concerned about high water
and sewer rates and wish you could do
something about it? The Citizens Reform Association of Cuyahoga County
(CRACC) will host a town hall meeting
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 29, at the
Lee Road Library, 2345 Lee Road, to explore this issue. The group will provide
information and updates on the status
of Project Clean Lake, and its anticipated impact on the Heights.
Joe Miller, candidate for the Republican State Central Committee
and president of CRACC, believes the
project is unwarranted, excessive and
may be illegal. The guest speaker at the
March 29 meeting is Thomas Kelly, host
of “Kelly & Company” on WHK radio,
and executive director of CRACC.
“The tax dollars of Cleveland
Heights residents are literally going
down the sewer, thanks to the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District and
the EPA,” said Kelly. “The staggering
increase in sewer rates this year is just
the beginning. Before it’s over, every
household in Cleveland Heights will
contribute more than $30,000 to the
ill-conceived Project Clean Lake.
“As one of the largest of the 61 municipalities in Northeast Ohio affected
by the Project Clean Lake Consent
Agreement between the Sewer District
and the EPA, Cleveland Heights will
be hit hard. The real cost will not be
limited to skyrocketing sewer rates,”

continued on page 3

continued on page 5

Meyer Frank took a trip down Memory Lane 75
years after his graduation from Heighs High. He is
shown here holding his diploma from 1937.

said. During his service, he traveled
throughout Europe recording people’s
stories about World War II.
After the war he went to Africa
continued on page 4

New report shows that poverty has increased in Heights cities
Vince Reddy

they were cost prohibitive or did not
follow current state guidelines for grade
configuration and minimum number of
students per building. The two remaining ideas, A and B, were presented at the
Feb. 22 meeting.
Idea A would consolidate elementary
and middle school education at three sites:
Monticello, Roxboro (which currently has
both an elementary and middle school
building) and Wiley. Each site would also
add a pre-kindergarten. Approximately
660 preschool through third grade students would be housed in one portion of
the building, while another portion would
house about 700 fourth through eighth
grade students. The two sections would
share certain common resources, such
as cafeterias and auditoriums, but social
separation between the lower and upper
grades would be maintained.
All three sites would house each of the
district’s learning pathways, or approaches
to learning: science, arts and society. Classrooms would be reconfigured into learning
communities of 80 to 150 students that
would share learning studio, commons,
seminar, project area, small group and

820,791 Total Square Feet

joy henderson

INSIDE

ment of some areas by wealthier citizens
who are then replaced by poorer ones,
or not replaced at all.
The CWRU report used city-level
data. When poverty rates are compared
among the 24 census tracts that make
up Cleveland Heights and University
Heights, it is clear—and not surprising—that some neighborhoods have
experienced more growth in poverty
than others. Eighteen of the 20 Cleveland Heights census tracts experienced
increases in the percentage of residents
living below the poverty line, as did
three of the four in University Heights.
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Introducing our new editor-in-chief
Opening
the Observer

Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Heights Observer has a new editorin-chief, Kim Sergio Inglis. Kim, who
served as an enthusiastic volunteer
editor and writer for the Observer for
the past several years, is now on board
in an official capacity. I am thrilled!
As the executive director of
FutureHeights, a small nonprofit organization, I wear many hats. When
we launched the Heights Observer, in
April 2008, we decided to delay hiring
a dedicated editor. So the task of coordinating volunteer writers and editors
to publish a monthly print newspaper
fell on me. Then the recession hit, and
the decision to hire an editor was put
off indefinitely.
Despite the difficult economy, the
Observer grew, and continues to grow.

DISTRIBUTION
Hannah Baldwin
The views and opinions expressed in this publication
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of
the Heights Observer, its publisher and staff, or of
FutureHeights, its staff and board of directors.
Seed funding for the Heights Observer generously provided by the Cyrus Eaton Foundation, the
Dominion Foundation, and the Katherine and Lee
Chilcote Foundation. Powered by the 9th Estate.
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Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

Highlights from blogs.heightsobserver.org
decaying Millikin School building
by Orthodox-Jewish school Mosdos
Ohr Hatorah, I think the CH-UH
School Board might be making a
mistake.
Millikin hasn’t been used as a public
school since the 1970s, and has been
falling apart ever since. It was left vacant in 2006 when the Heights Parent

It’s almost official: Oakwood Commons brochure names Walmart
Fran Mentch, the bloodied and bruised
volunteer who tried to prevent big-box
retail development of the former Oakwood Golf Course, gets to say “I told
you so.”
For more than a year, there has been
a persistent rumor that one of the first
tenants in the new development would
be Walmart—meaning that it will leave
Severance in Cleveland Heights. I heard
Mentch cite this tidbit often.
All indications are that she was
right.
—Bob Rosenbaum

design and PRODUCTION
Temma Collins and Ruth D’Emilia

Center moved out. The facility sits on
the wooded boundary between a predominantly Orthodox neighborhood
and Severance Center.
But with the offer coming in at
less than a quarter of the building’s appraised value, there is some logic behind
the board’s rejection.
—Bob Rosenbaum

What to do with Millikin: If you
listen, you can hear the community’s voice
In rejecting a $550,000 offer for the

Every
Level
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Shape
& Size
Experience classical Yoga for
complete health & well-being

Advertise in the
Heights Observer
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www.heightsobserver.org

2319 Lee Rd.

Heights residents discovered how easy it
is to submit stories through the member
center. Local businesses discovered that
the Observer is a cost-effective way to
reach their target customers. Readers
discovered that the Heights is more
than what one might surmise by reading the police blotter. Interesting and
engaged people live here, and positive
things are happening in our community
every day.
The Observer is now a reliable community asset—and a
pretty good read. But
last year, we hit capacity. Several issues
topped 24 pages and
we began publishing Kim Sergio Inglis
the e-news every week, which put a
strain on our volunteers, and our small
staff. Now was the time to invest.
Like me, Kim doesn’t have a journalism background. Prior to moving to the
Heights from New York City in 2009,
she worked in the publishing and marketing fields, where she juggled multiple

priorities, interacted with a variety of
people and met deadlines. She discovered the Observer soon after moving
to town and began volunteering with
us, editing stories, writing stories and
sitting down with me (and another key
volunteer, Jewel Moulthrop) to copy
edit and proof the final layout before
going to press each month.
As editor-in-chief, Kim will encourage volunteer writers, assign stories to volunteer editors, post stories
to the Web, publish the weekly e-news,
and work with our graphic designers
to layout the print issue each month.
In last month’s column, Bob
Rosenbaum announced that he had
stepped down from the FutureHeights
Board of Directors to head up our
advertising and business development
efforts. With Kim and Bob on staff,
and the community’s continuing support and participation, we expect the
Observer to continue to grow and, with
it, we hope, so will the Heights.
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OP ED: Feeling like public enemy #1
Dan Mesh

The view from down here:
I saw in the last issue that the reelected Mayor Kelley is encouraging
the community to “take back the
streets.” Sadly, there are several hours
during the day when my friends and
I are prohibited from being on the
streets near my house, so I don’t know
how I can help. I’m an honors student,
have never been in trouble at school or
with the police, and dedicate hours of
my time entertaining the community
in the Heights High Marching Band
and Symphonic Winds. There are a
few thousand middle and high school
students in our community who are
similarly good citizens, but are being punished for the actions of a few
dozen. I don’t want mobs, fights, or
melees any more than the adults of the
community, but I think there are much
more proactive ways to prevent them.
But we’re kids, and you’re adults, and
it is easier to just push us around.
Maybe Mr. Kelley means that he
poverty continued from page 1

not reflected in their own incomes, and
students are much less likely to remain
poor than others with incomes below
the poverty threshold ($22,190 for a
family of four in 2010).
The student factor may be significant in some Cleveland Heights neighborhoods, where college and graduate
students not living in dorms can account
for large shares of the population. In
tract 1413, for example, in the southwest
corner of the city, the most recent poverty rate is 28.5 percent of the population; but among nonstudent residents,
it is just 8.8 percent. By contrast, in the
aforementioned North Coventry tract,
the overall poverty rate is 43.4 percent,
but registers at 47.3 when the student
population is excluded. Students are but
one factor in the advance of poverty in
the Heights [see map and table online
at www.heightsobserver.org], and only students living off campus are considered
in these calculations. The census bureau
does not determine poverty status for
residents of group quarters, a category
that includes students living in dorms.
Poverty statistics drawn from Census 2000 are not directly comparable
to more recent numbers. The 2000
figures were based on responses from
the randomly chosen households that
were required to fill out the census “long
form.” Since then, the long form has
been replaced by the American Community Survey (ACS), which continuously
gathers information from samples of
the population. For small areas, such as
census tracts, information is gathered
over five-year periods, rather than at a
single point in time, and the small-area
data obtained through the ACS comes
with significant margins of error.
Vince Reddy, a Future Heights board member,
is a 13-year resident of census tract 1401.

Advertise in the
Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org

wants to tackle the disturbing problem
that adults seem to have in this community when it comes to drinking and
driving. On any given week, there are
more OVI, DUI, DWI, and public
intoxication violations in the police
blotter than there are assaults on the
streets by teens. That was the case
before the curfew as well, I’m sure. The
number of injuries and deaths in this
country that are caused by intoxicated
adults far outnumbers the injuries and
deaths caused by teen mobs. Perhaps
Mr. Kelley plans to use the same
strong-armed approach to combat this
problem, as well. Maybe banning driving and the sale of alcohol on certain
streets, during the hours when these
violations occur in greatest number?
Who am I kidding; that is a ridiculous
idea! No citizen with the right to vote
would allow a mayor to take away his
or her right to drink and drive!

Marcelo Atanasio
Cleveland Heights

Citizens group
advocates for
Saybrook Park
To the Editor:
Citizens for Saybrook Park was recently
formed as a grassroots movement to
urge the City of University Heights to
purchase the former Fuchs Mizrachi
School property between Saybrook and
Fenwick roads. Our group would like to
see the site converted into a city park.
This is a golden opportunity to
create a large open space for University
Heights residents. As residents know,
most of our yards are small, and we
would love to have a park where we’d
be able to play with our kids, throw a
football around, or take a stroll away
from the street noise. This is the type
of asset that helps a city attract new
homebuyers and improves the quality
of life of its current residents.
To show our support, residents have
contacted city hall to offer words of
encouragement. We have also started a
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/CitizensForSaybrookPark) where residents can
collaborate and share their message.
On behalf of Citizens for Saybrook
Park, we look forward to making history with city council and the mayor
by creating this new park in University
Heights.

Dan Mesh is a Cleveland Heights resident
with teenage children. This represents a
compilation of perspectives Mesh has heard
from youths in the community.

Noble Road landmark: Endangered
To the Editor:
Noble Road Presbyterian Church has been
a beacon of light in this community for
90 years. Our spiritual outreach includes
worship, counseling, baptisms, weddings,
memorial and funeral services.
We partner with Noble Elementary
School, providing school supplies, winter gloves and hats, and holiday angel
gifts. The Noble and Roxboro schools
have supported our fundraising for the
Liberian Dougbe River School and
church. We donate money, food items,
and holiday angel gifts to the Heights
Emergency Food Center, as well as
provide clothing, household items, and
services to the Family Promise temporary shelter in Cleveland.
We are a gathering place for the
Girl Scouts, English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL), Recovery,
Emotions Anonymous, and Heights
Interfaith Council meetings. NACA
(home ownership information) meets
here monthly. We are home to Abundant
Praise Church and Kingdom Life Faith
Ministries. Church activities open to
the community include the community
garden and meal, strawberry festival,
rummage sale, pancake breakfasts,
dances, advent meal festivities, and the
silent auction.
We share Lenten and Advent
services with other Heights Lutheran
churches, as well as being an active
member of the Heights Interfaith
Council. For more than 20 years, until
recently, we were home to Discovery
Preschool. Due to the ever-changing
economic environment, rising costs,
and declining membership, we are facing a financial crisis. Is there any help
on the horizon? Fundraising ideas and
donations will be gratefully accepted
and appreciated.
Contact Noble Road Presbyterian
Church (2780 Noble Road) by phone
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Support the sale of
Millikin to Mosdos
To the Editor:
As a Cleveland Heights homeowner, I
care deeply about making this a wonderful place to live and raise children.

One of the most effective ways to
strengthen and grow a community is
to place our utmost attention on the
educational needs of the children who
live there. Great schools are the building
blocks of all great communities.
Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, a Jewish
private school in Cleveland Heights, has
been providing superb Jewish and secular studies education for many years.
Mosdos is a school that is not only
well respected in Cleveland, but also
nationally. The school has attracted
many families throughout the country
to settle in Cleveland Heights and the
student body is growing every year. It is
truly a local educational gem.
Mosdos’s boys division on Warrensville Center Road has outgrown
its current building to such an extent
that the school has purchased a trailer
that sits in the parking lot to serve as
a classroom. In addition, the school’s
auditorium stage has been converted
into a classroom.
Ironically, as the students travel
to Mosdos every day they pass by the
former Millikin School, which has been
abandoned for almost six years. The
once beautiful and sprawling Millikin
has fallen into disrepair, and has been
struck by repeated vandalism. The once
beautiful sound of children playing and
learning has been replaced by eerie
sounds of silence.
Mosdos has made a generous “fair
market” offer of $550,000 to purchase
Millikin. Considering that Mosdos will
need to invest over $1,000,000 into the
building to make it an adequate school
and re-establish a playground, this is a
very fair offer. More important, selling
Millikin to Mosdos will strengthen the
entire Cleveland Heights community
by providing a great educational anchor
that will serve to retain and attract many
families to the area.
I urge all the members of the school
board and the city council to do the
right thing for our city and support the
sale of Millikin to Mosdos.
Mitch Cohen
Cleveland Heights
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Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
JANUARY 17, 2012
All council members were present.
Neighborhood websites
Resident Susan Miller explained the use of www.
nextdoor.com in her neighborhood to connect
residents of several adjacent streets. It provides
a forum to discuss vacant homes, events that are
normal and not normal, and crimes that occur.
She also recommended a tool used by the City
of Cleveland called www.crimereport.com that
allows authorities to map crimes and send alerts
of exact locations of problems. Mayor Kelley
said he would forward this information to the
police department.
Fracking gas wells in the community
Susan Miller also stated that citizens should
know about fracking gas wells in the region.
For example, four were drilled in Oakwood in
2006. She would like the city to examine gas
lease parcels, look at the proximity of proposed
and existing wells to dwellings, and resolve not
to drill on public land.
Waterline replacement change order
Council approved a change order with Terrace
Construction for the Whitby Road waterline
replacement to cover an increase of $4,225.94
for additional labor and materials.
Mortgage fraud case
Council Member Bonnie Caplan announced
that two people, Uri Goffman and Tony Viola,
had been convicted in a mortgage fraud case.
City employee Rick Wagner had worked with
the FBI to collect evidence used to bring them
to justice.

the city’s recreational activities and programs. The
company will receive $10,400 for its services,
plus a $2.50 service charge for each registration,
plus three percent of the cost of the activity. The
city plans to have the registration center up and
running in early March.

Sale of city-owned lots
Council voted to adopt procedures for the sale
of city-owned vacant lots to adjoining property
owners.
Altamont property declared nuisance
Council declared the property at 3387 Altamont
Avenue, which has had numerous violations and
no progress toward correction over the past three
years, to be a nuisance and authorized abatement. The total estimated cost is $10,450.

Doan Brook Watershed Partnership
Council authorized an agreement, in the
amount of $18,000, with the Doan Brook Watershed Partnership, a nonprofit corporation,
for the partial funding for the organization’s
operating expenses for April 1, 2012 through
March 31, 2013. The cities of Cleveland,
Cleveland Heights and Shaker Heights, along
with interested organizations and individuals,
previously formed the Doan Brook Watershed
Partnership to develop and implement a watershed management plan for the preservation
and improvement of Doan Brook. The organization has achieved significant progress in its
years of operation, with significant funding now
received from the Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District, as well as private donations
and other sources.

Roethlisberger Foundation grant
Council accepted a grant from the Ben Roethlisberger Foundation at the Giving Back Fund for the
purchase and training of a new police dog and a
ballistic vest for the dog.
Citizen appointments
Council approved appointments to the Architectural Board of Review, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Landmark Commission, and the Citizens
Advisory Commission.
Restaurant anniversaries
Mayor Edward Kelley congratulated two local
businesses for important anniversaries: Tommy’s
Restaurant, on Coventry Road, has been in business for 40 years; Parnell’s Pub, on Lee Road, has
been in business for 15 years.

Cleveland Restoration Society
Council approved renewal of an agreement with
the Cleveland Restoration Society for historic
preservation consulting services in connection
with the Heritage Home Loan program. The
services include identifying eligible properties,
working with borrowers to develop specifications
for historic rehabilitation plans, consulting during
construction, and inspecting properties at the
conclusion of construction for compliance with
preservation specifications. Cost is not to exceed
$26,300 and the period covered will be Jan. 1
through Dec. 31.

LWV observer: Blanche Valancy.
FEBRUARY 6, 2012
All council members were present.
Online activities registration
Council approved an agreement with Active
Network, for professional services and software
relating to the creation, installation, and operation
of an online registration and payment center for

graces the CH-UH middle school,
signed his diploma.
Asked what brings a man back to
his high school after more than seven
decades, Frank replied, “I guess it is the
memories of people—like an English
teacher who required this shy boy to
recite poetry out loud.”
Frank, now 93 years old and a master
storyteller, added that perhaps that high
school English teacher had something
to do with launching a young man’s
life—around the world and back home
again.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Judge John O’Donnell sentenced 17-yearold Edwonte Bryant to seven years in
prison for an attack on a Cleveland
Heights resident last summer.
The victim was assaulted as he
walked home from dinner at a Lee Road
restaurant on June 18, 2011. He was present at the Feb. 14 sentencing, as were
several other community residents.
In a statement he read at the sentencing, Mayor Ed Kelley urged the
judge to give Bryant the maximum
sentence permissible by law. “This
incident has disturbed the fabric of a
neighborhood and our city,” he said.
“This attack on one of our residents
has affected not only [the victim] and
his family and friends, but also the
entire neighborhood and the Cedar
Lee commercial district. Safety in any
community is a top priority. Cleveland
Heights has worked hard to keep our
streets and neighborhoods safe. Our
residents should be able to walk home

Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison at Heights High.

HEIGHTS FRAME & ART
Custom Picture Framing
2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

$10.00 off New Customers

$3.00 off current customer haircuts
*offer expires 3/31/2012

216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380 • qbds.net

Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm, Wed 8 am - 8 pm,
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm, Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

If your haircut isn’t getting
finished by one of these,
chances are it’s not a licensed barber

Cain Park auditions
Council Member Evans announced that auditions for the Cain Park production of “Avenue Q”
will take place March 2—4. Appointments are
required; call 216-291-2323, starting Feb. 28.
Anniversaries
Mayor Ed Kelley noted the one-year anniversary
of www.patch.com, the 10th anniversary of FutureHeights; the 20th anniversary of the Open
Doors Academy; and the 38th anniversary of
the Laura Lee Salon.
LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.
Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are abstracted
from LWV observers’ written reports. The summaries have been edited and prepared by Anne
McFarland, Charlene Morse and Maryann
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports,
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or
join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh
observer reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public meetings
and are not official statements of the Heights
Chapter of the League of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany
any redistribution of these reports.

Like a Pro!

from a restaurant in the evening and
not feel afraid. On the night of the
attack [the victim] was stalked by the
defendant and made to feel vulnerable
and afraid.”
Bryant was convicted of one count
of felonious assault in the attack. He was
also convicted on three counts of burglary, one count of attempted theft and
one count of receiving stolen property
in the robbery of two Maple Heights
homes on March 31, 2011.
last year, Cleveland Heights City
Council instituted a curfew that prohibits youths (under 18) from being in
the Cedar Lee, Coventry Village and
Severance commercial districts after 6
p.m., unless accompanied by an adult.
The curfew was a direct result of the Lee
Road attack, in combination with other
incidents, including the disturbance last
June 26, after the Coventry Street Fair.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

Decorate Your Home

!

Take our easy-to-understand
class taught by a licensed
Architect & Interior Decorator!

2VBMJUZ1BJOUJOH5IBUT"MM8F%P

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter
for over 35 Years!
Interior • Exterior

Learn how to:
• Use color & pattern
• Decorate on a budget
• Organize & manage clutter
Plus lots more!
www.JudithEugeneDesigns.com

216.408.5578

Call or click for a class schedule

2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
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HRRC Fair
Council Member Phyllis Evans announced that
the Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC) Fair
will be held March 24 in the City Hall atrium.

Teen sentenced for attack on CH resident

heights high alumni continued from page 1

and worked in Tanzania, Swaziland and
South Africa. He also met the woman
who became his wife. His adventures
in Africa included contracting tick bite
fever, jobs as sheriff and bartender, and
working in the security business. “I’ve
had a full and wonderful life!” Frank
said.
Frank arrived at Heights High,
after a 75-year hiatus, with his diploma,
report cards, graduation program, and
one of his sons. “My grades weren’t
great, but they weren’t bad,” he said.
The grading system in 1937 consisted
of five options: E (excellent), G (good),
F (fair), P (poor) and D (failure). Superintendent Frank L. Wiley, whose name

DeSota property
Council declared the property at 3294 DeSota Ave.
to be a nuisance and authorized abatement.

216-529-0360

www.neubertpainting.com

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107
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University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
JANUARY 17, 2012
All council members were present.
Audit
Mayor Infield announced that the state auditor’s office has sought bids from external firms to
conduct the review of University Heights’s 2011
financial books. This is done when the state
auditor’s office does not have capacity. The city
will pay the cost.
Fire services
Emergency Services Consulting will begin a review of fire services in mid-February for University
Heights and Shaker Heights.
New McDonald’s
Dave Stiles, owner of the new McDonald’s restaurant on Warrensville Center Road near Cedar
Road, spoke about his 35 years of experience
with McDonald’s, starting as a line cook and now
owning six restaurants. The new restaurant will
open for business Feb. 8, with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony Feb. 10. He received 300 applications
for employment and had to close the application
site. Eighty percent of the employees are from the
surrounding community.
House on Silsby
The county land bank has received the deed
to the house at the end of Silsby Road and will
move to demolish it. After this, the land bank will
deed the property back to the city. The city will
then decide whether to sell the lot or to maintain
it as a green space.

by contracting for garbage transfer services
with Cleveland Heights and joining a twelve-city
consortium of the County Solid Waste District for
processing recyclable garbage.
•Use of grants for capital projects, reduced personnel costs, and the implementation of operational
changes at city hall controlled costs, generating
a $1.3 million revenue surplus in 2011.

Street repairs
Responding to questions from Councilman Steven
Sims, Joseph Ciuni, city engineer, explained how
the priority of streets needing repair or replacement
is determined. Ciuni explained that he maintains
a list of streets and ranks them from one to ten.
He reevaluates the list each spring. He noted that
Lansdale Road should be eligible for Community
Development Block Grant funds for repair. Although
the application was denied in 2011, Ciuni will
submit Lansdale Road again in 2012.

Green space
The County Land Bank will demolish a house at
3578 Silsby Road to allow for new green space.
The mayor and council will investigate the feasibility
of acquiring the former Fuchs Mizrachi property for
a community park.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.
FEBRUARY 6, 2012

Regional programs
Continued cooperative regional programs include
a joint bid with Shaker Heights for roadway projects, a Cleveland Foundation-funded study for
possible consolidation of fire service with Shaker
Heights, and a study to consider the establishment
of a regional police dispatch center with Euclid,
South Euclid, Beachwood and Shaker Heights.

New park
Resident Brett Teacher, chair of Citizens for Saybrook Park, urged council to create a park at the
site of the old Fuchs Mizrachi School. The property
is 6.8 acres and is located between Saybrook and
Fenwick roads.
State of the City address
Achievements
Mayor Infield highlighted ways in which 2011
goals were met:
•Increased communication and accessibility
includes department relocation within city hall,
new operating hours, updated welcome packets, online payment options, and shredding and
recycling days.
•Preservation of green space includes development of a community garden on Taylor Road,
installation of a rain garden on Ashurst Road, and
new green space on Jackson Boulevard.
•Participation in regional initiatives was expanded

JoAnn Fabrics moving
JoAnn Fabrics will move from University Square
to Golden Gate Plaza. The mayor will schedule a
meeting with Inland Realty, the owner of University
Square.
Council action on regional study
Council authorized a memorandum of agreement
with the cities named in the mayor’s address to
conduct a feasibility study for the aforementioned
consolidation. Police Chief Steve Hammett noted
that South Euclid will serve as fiscal agent and will
submit a grant application to the Local Government

Innovation Fund for the estimated budget of
$60,000. South Euclid and Euclid have grant
writers on staff and will prepare the request.
County Health and Human Services
Council passed a resolution in support of the
Cuyahoga County Health and Human Services
Levy 2012.
Waste processing service
Council approved an agreement with Aljon, LLC
for the 2012 yard waste processing service. Service Director Jamieson said the company, which
has contracted with UH for several years with no
problems, is the closest commercial composting
company available. He said the proposed cost
of $5,500 is an advance flat fee as before, and
that the 2011 contract was for $5,000.
911 equipment
Police Chief Hammett reported that Cuyahoga
County will be providing University Heights
with $75,000 worth of new 911 equipment to
upgrade the system.
Police and fire exams
Nancy English, clerk of council, reported that application and testing dates are set for the next few
months for police and fire promotional exams.
Interested parties should contact her.
LWV observer: Patricia C. Solomon.
Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 4.

CRACC continued from page 1

said Kelly. “Property values and property
taxes may be affected as sewer costs
climb to among the highest in the nation.”
CRACC is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
group. The March meeting is open to all.

For more information, contact citizensreform@gmail.com.
Patricia Wright is the treasurer of
CRACC.
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WHY
REPLACE?
When we can
Restore Your
Windows at a
fraction of
the cost!

ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore
your window to “like-new” condition
at a typical price of $100.

call for a free estimate

( 216 ) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration
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2287 LEE ROAD

1854 COVENTRY ROAD

LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND

WWW.PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM

Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Healing Reiki Therapy

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

!

Perfect for people of all ages
and levels of experience

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

!

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578
Located in Coventry Village

Japanese and Malaysian
Restaurant

Tel: 216-320-2302 Fax: 216-320-2306

78'9$:;<98'8:=9;0$=>=8?=@?;

Do you believe?

MARCH 3 through JULY 1, 2012
Explore the connection between myth and reality

Supporting Sponsor: John P. Murphy Foundation Sponsor: The Giant Eagle Foundation
Promotional Sponsors: Cleveland Magazine, Cuyahoga County Public Library, The Plain Dealer, Time Warner Cable, WVIZ/WCPN ideastream

Mythic Creatures: Dragons, Unicorns & Mermaids is organized by the American Museum of Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org), in collaboration with
The Field Museum, Chicago; Canadian Museum of Civilization, Gatineau-Ottawa; Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney; and Fernbank Museum of
Natural History, Atlanta.
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Congregations are green, but unseen
Chris Hanson

With so much media attention currently being given to sustainability,
environmental stewardship, and “going green,” many businesses have been
jumping on the green bandwagon. It is
a quick and inexpensive way to receive
attention while bolstering the bottom
line. Whereas many businesses are just
“green-washing” (deceptively promoting
the perception that a company’s actions
or products offer some environmental
benefit), other organizations have been
quietly doing the real thing—all too
often without recognition. Such is the
case with some religious institutions in
the region.
Fairmount Presbyterian Church and
Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian, both
located in Cleveland Heights, have made
strong efforts to become the environmental
stewards that their congregations expect
them to be. Both institutions are Earth
Care Congregations, which means they
follow “a structured certification program
for Presbyterian churches to function in a
manner consistent with God’s call not only
care for creation, but also to commune with
creation,” according to the guide “Earth
Care Congregations: A Guide to Greening
Presbyterian Churches.”
These certified churches take their
role as stewards seriously. Certification
comprises four components: worship,
education, facilities, and outreach. The
first certification for the church requires
meeting 25 points in an audit. The following year, the point requirement goes up,
requiring the congregation to continually
make improvements. The only two certi-

FLOWERVILLE
(216) 932-7550
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24 hr. secure
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www.flowerville.net Michael Day
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2268 Warrensville Center Road
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd)

University Heights (216) 932-7550
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Heights. We also have a new rain garden,
and we are conscious of food issues.”
Sister Linda, from Gesu School, said
that the school doesn’t have any certifications, but has been recycling for a
long time. The school also underwent an
audit with the Cuyahoga County Solid
Waste Department to look at ways to
be more effective in its efforts.
Realizing that sustainability is
also about social capital, Kate Klaber,
secretary at Church of the Redeemer,
mentioned the partnership between
Canterbury Elementary School and
the church. “The partnership has two
approaches,” she said. “The church
regularly gives items to help out children in need at the school. The other
component of this partnership is for us
to volunteer at the school.”
Any religious institutions that are
interested in green initiatives should
look at www.churchesgogreen.org, which
provides an extensive list of resources
for all faiths. Some faiths even offer
loans for new projects, such as the
United Church of Christ, as outlined
in its Partners in Building website.
“In every faith tradition I know of,
there is a very clear directive toward
care of the earth and all that dwell there
upon,” said John Lentz, pastor at Forest
Hill Church. “Furthermore, a common
ecumenical belief is that human beings
are connected in a greater web of life
including all of nature.”

fied Earth Care Congregations in all of
Ohio are located right here in Cleveland
Heights.
Dave Neff, from Forest Hill Church,
said of the program, “It wasn’t too difficult to reach the first 25-point level.
Actually, it was very easy for Forest
Hill Church. Requiring improvements
is much tougher—once you take care of
the ‘low hanging fruit,’ a commitment
to sustainable practices and programs
gets harder.”
Similar certifications are available
to other houses of worship. The Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations (UUA) created the Green
Sanctuary Program to green up services.
The National Council of Churches
of Christ created a rich curriculum of
Eco-Justice Programs designed to unite
faiths—Disciples of Christ, Baptists,
Episcopalians and others—around these
important issues.
GreenFaith is another option that is
open to members of all religions. GreenFaith is marking its 20th anniversary this
year, and the number of new certifications is increasing. They offer resources
for those of Hindu, Buddhist, and Jewish
faiths, as well as for Christians.
Doing one’s part as an environmental steward does not always mean receiving certification, or even recognition. It
is often a quiet course, one that works
much like many of the earth’s processes:
silently accomplishing its work in the
background, while the world goes on.
David J. Ernat, pastor at Grace Lutheran, explained how his congregation
is doing its part. “We are holding community conversations for Sustainable

Chris Hanson is a senior in the Urban Studies
program at Cleveland State University, a
consultant at The Urban Cash Cow, and an
intern at FutureHeights.

Home Remodeling Fair set for March 24
painting, new garages, and door and
window replacement.
Representatives from other nonprofits, civic organizations and banks will
also be on hand to advise homeowners
on various home-related issues. These include researching the history of a house,
assessing the threat of lead-based paint
contamination, and learning about available loans and grants designed to help
with the cost of a remodeling project.
This free event, held in cooperation
with the City of Cleveland Heights, is
open to residents of all communities. The
complete event schedule will be posted
at www.hrrc-ch.org.

Rebecca Stager

How can homeowners get good repair
information without a sales pitch?
Home Repair Resource Center offers an
annual event for just this purpose. This
year’s Community Home Remodeling
Fair will be held on Saturday, March 24,
at Cleveland Heights City Hall. Doors
will open at 9:30 a.m., with presentations from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
In addition to attending presentations on specific topics, attendees can
consult one-on-one with professionals
from a variety of specialties, such as
roof repair or replacement, furnaces
and boilers, insulation, electrical and
plumbing work, basement waterproofing, concrete, asphalt, masonry, exterior

Becky Stager has been the HRRC’s education
coordinator since 1989.

teacher collaboration area spaces.
Idea B would reduce the number
of middle school sites to two: Roxboro
and Wiley. Each site would house kindergarten through eighth grades, and share
resources and social separation as in the
first scenario. In addition, Idea B would
preserve two existing elementary sites,
Oxford and Canterbury, while adding a
third, Coventry. Each of these elementary sites would also house a pre-K.
In this scenario, each of the two
combined middle/elementary sites would
house about 336 kindergarten through
third grade students and 1,050 fourth
through eighth graders. Each of the three
elementary sites would house about 436
pre-K through third graders. As in Idea
A, classrooms would be reconfigured into
learning communities.
Both plans represent a significant
reduction in square footage per student
and in utility and operational costs. Both
also call for the closing of four elementary
school sites: Boulevard, Gearity, Fairfax
and Noble. Idea A calls for the closing of
the Oxford and Canterbury sites. Consultants presented several ideas for the reuse
of these sites that they have been exploring with community stakeholders.
Both ideas would relocate the board of
education and administration to the Delisle
Center on Taylor Road, and the Options
program to the site of Boulevard Elementary
School. The district would preserve and
renovate the original 1925 portion of the
high school and demolish all subsequent
additions, including the science wing. New
additions, housing athletic facilities and
other specialized functions would be compatible with the original structure. Classrooms would be reconfigured into learning
communities and circulation for student
drop-off and pick-up would be improved.
The district aims to achieve LEED Silver
status, an energy efficiency and sustainability
measure, for all buildings.
The district’s planning process began
with a facilities report issued by the State
of Ohio in April 2010. The district created a
Citizen’s Facilities Committee in June 2010,
which analyzed the report, agreed that the
district’s facilities required renovation, and
urged the district to engage the community
in the planning process.
After the March 21 meeting, the district administration will recommend one
of the options to the board of education.
The board must then vote to accept it
and by early August, request that a levy
be placed on the November ballot.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

Now Offering Sunday
Brunch Buffet

Internationally!acclaimed!
mask/movement!artist!
DOUG!BERKY!presents!
an!impressionist!retelling!
of!the!life!of!Jesus!using!
large!stylized!masks,!
movement!and!story.!!!
For!all!ages.!

Made-to-Order Omelettes, Fresh
Carved Meats, Variety of Breakfast Foods, Pastries & Homemade
Desserts, Greek & Indian Entree
Selections.
Brunch Buffet 11 am - 3 pm $13.95
Dinner Buffet 4 pm - 8:30 pm $17.95
Regular Menu Also Available
Bring this ad in on any Sunday in
March 2012 and get 15% off your
food bill!

Kairos
Sunday, March 11, 2012
2:00 p.m. in the Great Hall

Church of the Saviour
2537 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights,
(One block north of Fairmount)
216-321-8880
www.chsaviour.org

Not valid with other offers or discounts.
1 per table.Valid Sundays in March 2012 only.
Valid for food only.

Freewill offering
Handicapped accessible
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Reversing disinvestment is topic of FutureHeights annual meeting

Income limits raised for HRRC tool loan

Chris Hanson

If you need a tool to repair your home,
check out the tool loan program
at Home Repair Resource Center,
(HRRC). Now Cleveland Heights
homeowner-occupants with higher
incomes are eligible to borrow tools. A
family of three earning up to $68,800
can qualify.
HRRC has tall ladders; electric
snakes for sinks, tubs, and sewers; a
wet saw for ceramic tile; a floor sander;
and many other hand and power tools.
Fees are affordable, and loan periods
are longer, to encourage people to do
repairs themselves.
Tools can be reserved at any time
by e-mailing toolloan@hrrc-ch.org or
by calling 216-381-6100, ext. 18. HRRC
will confirm your resevation. You can
pick up (or return) tools weekdays 5-7
p.m.
One recent tool borrower was surprised to learn how affordable it was to
rent a sander to refinish his floors. “I
could borrow the sander from HRRC
for three days for less than I would
pay for one day at a commercial tool
rental company,” he explained. “When
you are doing the job after work, that
extra time really helps!”
The tool loan is just one of the
programs HRRC offers to help people
keep their homes in good repair.
For more information about
eligibility and fees, check HRRC’s
website, www.hrrc-ch.org, or call 216381-6100.

Courtesy Harvey Garrett

If increasing numbers of vacant homes
and commercial structures indicate
a downward spiral of disinvestment
driven by market forces, is it possible for
individuals to reverse the trend?
FutureHeights examines this issue at its annual meeting, “Reversing
Disinvestment in Our Community.”
The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 20, at Grace Lutheran
Church on Cedar Road, and is free and
open to the public. Keynote speaker
Harvey Garrett, founder and executive
director of the West Side Community
Collaborative in Buffalo, New York,
will explain how, over 10 years, his organization transformed one of Buffalo’s
most distressed neighborhoods into its
fastest-growing real estate market.
“Tearing down a house or building
is the ultimate disinvestment,” said
Garrett, “yet this is exactly how many
communities are dealing with the foreclosure crisis.” Garrett believes that
vacant housing stock can be leveraged
to increase property values and turn
neighborhoods around through private
investment.

Allison Urbanek

Harvey Garrett will be the keynote speaker at the
FutureHeights annual meeting.

In his talk, Garrett will show how
Buffalo residents took back their city—
block by block—without significant
financial resources. Garret will describe
how demolitions were halted, vacant
houses were reclaimed, crime was significantly reduced, new businesses were
started, and new buyers were attracted
to the community—from both inside
and out.
For more information and to RSVP,
call 216-320-1423 or visit www.futureheights.org.
Chris Hanson is a senior in the Urban Studies
program at Cleveland State University, a
consultant at The Urban Cash Cow, and an
intern at Future Heights.

Heritage Home Program announces changes
Mary Ogle

The Heritage Home Program is a
unique home repair program that gives
homeowners of older or historic homes
the appropriate tools to maintain their
houses and neighborhoods. Sponsored
by Cuyahoga County, the Ohio Treasurer, and the Ohio Housing Finance
Agency, the Cleveland Restoration
Society (CRS) administers the program,
offering technical assistance and lowinterest, fixed-rate financing.
To be eligible for the loan program,
the house must be at least 50 years
old, three units or less, and zoned as a
residential property. The home can be
owner or nonowner occupied.
CRS has made several changes to
its program this year. Houses with vinyl
or aluminum siding are now eligible for
a loan through the program. The loan,
however, cannot be used to pay for new
vinyl siding or windows. CRS has also
reduced the technical assistance fee for
loans. Projects valued at $3,000–10,000
have no technical assistance fee; projects valued at $10,001–25,000 will have
a one percent fee; and projects $25,001
and up will have a two percent fee. The
after-rehabilitation loan escrow fee has
been reduced from $500 to $200.
Free technical advice sets the
program apart from other similar programs. CRS staff members are old-house
experts, and will answer questions and

give free advice to enable homeowners
to get their projects done properly.
Staff members provide in-depth assistance to homeowners via site visits,
custom construction specifications,
historic color consultations and support materials. Homeowners can take
advantage of the free consulting services, or use the low-interest, fixed-rate,
7-10-year term rehabilitation loan to pay
for a large variety of home maintenance
and improvement projects. Projects can
include roof replacement, addressing
city violations, exterior paint renovation, porch repairs, new insulation, a
new furnace, and interior renovations.
The CRS team of historic rehabilitation specialists has provided free
technical assistance to more than 450
Cleveland Heights residents and facilitated more than 100 home repair loans.
For more information, contact CRS at
216-426-3106.
CRS is the region’s largest nonprofit
preservation organization, and is a Local
Partner affiliate of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation. Founded in 1972,
CRS is dedicated to the preservation of
Greater Cleveland’s historic resources.
Learn more at www.clevelandrestoration.org.
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Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?
Are you tired of calling an
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?

Mary Ogle is the Heritage Home Program
assistant for Cleveland Heights and the east
side of Cleveland. She has a master’s degree
in historic preservation, and joined CRS in
2011.

Are you frustrated with
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?
Our customized lawn care program
and lawn renovation services make
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today.

Kelley, mayor of the City of Cleveland Heights; Debbie Berry, vice
president of planning and real estate
development for University Circle
Inc.; and, Mark Chupp, professor at
the Mandel School of Applied Social
Sciences.
The meeting is free and open to
the public.
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Allison Urbanek is the financial programs
coordinator at HRRC. She enjoys working
one-on-one with residents to solve their
home repair issues.

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn

Talk to explore University Circle’s impact on CH is March 8
Can Cleveland Heights benefit from
the robust economic development occurring next door in University Circle?
The Cleveland Heights Democrats
Club is hosting a panel discussion on
the issue at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March
8, at the Cleveland Heights Community Center.
Featured panelists are Edward J.

2/20/12

HRRC has many hand and power tools for loan.

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation
• Organic and traditional
lawn fertilization programs
• Integrated weed and
pest management
• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal
• Weekly lawn maintenance

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
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Meals on Wheels needs additional
volunteers to provide critical assistance
the senior
section

Look what

Summer at Laurel

has in store for you...

For senior adults and people with
physical or mental challenges, simple
tasks like shopping and cooking can
be difficult to perform. The Meals on
Wheels program (MOW) offers a helpful solution, providing nutritious meals
delivered right to the door.
MOW volunteers package and deliver
two meals a day, five days a week, to people
in need throughout our community. The
food is prepared fresh each morning at the
A.M. McGregor Home, divided into individual packages at Fairmount Presbyterian
Church, and delivered to clients between
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Each client receives one hot and
one cold meal at a cost of $6.25 per day.
The hot meal consists of protein, starch,
vegetable, salad, dessert, and milk. The
cold meal consists of a sandwich and
fruit. Meals are low-sodium and suitable
for people with diabetes. Clients choose
how many meals they wish to receive per
week.
Coordinated through the Cleveland
Heights Office on Aging, this program
is available to anyone temporarily or
permanently unable to shop and cook
for him- or herself due to age, illness,
disability, or accident.
MOW volunteers check on clients
when they make deliveries, and alert the
family if they suspect a problem. Some-

June 4 - August 10, 2012
Spend your summer exploring, playing, swimming,
hiking, performing, learning and having FUN!
Summer at Laurel has something for every camper, girl and boy,
prekindergarten through grade 12. New and returning camps will
make this a summer to remember.
Camps at our Campuses in Shaker Heights and Russell Township!

For more information and to register online go to
www.LaurelSchool.org/Summer
or call Melissa Curtis at 216.455.0154.
One Lyman Circle,
Shaker Heights, OH 44122

Advertise in the Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org

Judith Eugene

Judith Eugene

Meals on Wheels client Joan Atkinson (left)
receives a delivery from volunteer Barbara
Hartford.

times the volunteer is the only person
the client sees throughout the week.
Volunteers provide a critical safety
net for their clients. On more than one
occasion, a volunteer arrived for a delivery
and discovered that the client had fallen
or was in need of medical assistance.
MOW receives no government
subsidies and relies on volunteers to
keep the program going. Unfortunately, in recent months, the number
of volunteers has declined. To avoid
cutting back meal delivery from five
days to three, additional volunteers are
needed.
If you are able to volunteer your
time to this critical program, even for
just a couple of hours a week, contact
Hazel Haffner at 216-382-5697.
Anyone wishing to receive meal assistance should call the Cleveland Heights
Office on Aging at 216-691-7377.
Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland Heights
who provides life-enrichment classes and activities for senior adults and those with physical and
mental challenges through www.LovingHandsGroup.com. She may be reached at 216-4085578 or Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com
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Heights Community Gardens
Network to meet March 13
Jeff Coryell

Heights residents are abuzz with excitement about plans to support existing
community gardens and grow new ones
in our neighborhoods.
The Sustainable Heights Network
(SHN) hosted a meeting to discuss community gardening on Jan. 24, and the
response was overwhelming. More than
50 residents packed the meeting room
to hear experienced community garden
leaders explain how their gardens operate, and give residents an opportunity
to describe their hopes and plans for
new gardens. Six local experts discussed
resources available for community gardens.
Participants at the meeting networked with one another and organized into small groups to discuss
plans for new community gardens in
several neighborhoods. Nicole Wright,
program coordinator for the OSU
Extension Service Urban Agriculture
Program, promoted community garden
classes. Susanna Niermann O’Neil,
assistant city manager for Cleveland
Heights, presented a new plan to sell
vacant lots to adjoining landowners
for prices as low as $100 plus costs.
Local churches, including Forest
Hill Church, Presbyterian; NewSong
Church; and Imani Temple Ministries
are sponsoring existing or planned
gardens for hunger relief. Local pro-

Be a part of Family Wellness Walks
Sabrina Humphries

According to the National Center
for Chronic Disease Prevention and
Health Promotion, childhood obesity
has tripled in the past 30 years. In 2008,
about 19.6 percent of children between
the ages of 6 and 19 were obese.
To combat that trend, the National Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
awarded ten grants to PTAs across the
nation—including the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Council of PTAs—to
implement wellness initiatives.
The CH-UH wellness initiative intends to address childhood obesity, and
increase health and wellness awareness
in the community by providing engaging activities that encourage consistent
family fitness.
The wellness initiative kicked off
with a community-wide Wellness Challenge in November. The CH-UH PTA
continues the initiative, in collaboration
with the American Heart Association,
Leading Ladies, Inc., Richmond Towne
Centre, and State Farm Insurance, with a
monthly Saturday-morning Family Well-

gardening groups, including Food
Not Lawns, Cleveland, informed participants of ongoing activities in their
organizations.
A major goal of this initiative is
to provide a mechanism for people
interested in community gardening to
connect with one another and access
resources that support new gardens.
To that end, SHN has named the
initiative the Heights Community
Gardens Network, and has decided to
create a Web presence in the form of a
stand-alone website at www.heightscommunitygardens.net, supported by a Facebook page. The website, now under
development, will feature a directory
of area community gardens, a calendar
of events, classified listings of available
garden space, lawn-sharing opportunities, sharing of tools and equipment,
volunteer opportunities, and links to
community garden resources.
A second public meeting for the
new Heights Community Gardens Network will be held on Tuesday, March 13,
at 7 p.m. at the Lee Road Library, 2345
Lee Road, Room A. Everyone interested
in seeing community gardening thrive in
the Heights is encouraged to attend.

Sarah Wean

Jeff Coryell is a visual artist, writer, and
community activist. He is a member of the
boards of FutureHeights and Reaching
Heights and on the steering committee of the
Sustainable Heights Network.

For the past year, the City of Cleveland
Heights Planning Department has been
working on new zoning amendments
that will make certain sustainable practices easier to implement without seeking
special approvals. The proposed amendments include rain barrel placement,
chicken coops, community gardens and
urban agriculture, porous paving, commercial and residential construction, and
lighting, among others.
The draft is ready for public input
and final approval. There will be a series of
three meetings that will enable residents
to weigh in on the code changes, beginning with a planning commission meeting
on Wednesday, March 14 at 7 p.m. in council chambers. A second public meeting will
be held on March 26 at the community
center at 7 p.m. The final opportunity
to participate in this process will be the
planning commission meeting on April 11.
Council is expected to vote on the commission’s recommendations on April 16.
The opportunity to turn ideas into
action is now. The Sustainable Heights
Network encourages all interested resi-

courtesy disciples christian church

Ronald Werman

Saturday, April 28, 10 a.m. (location to be announced).
Family Walk with raffle and giveaways.
Saturday, May 12, 10 a.m. at
Cleveland Heights High School
cafeteria.
Mother’s Day Walk. Participants are
encouraged to wear red in support of
combating childhood obesity. Donations accepted to benefit the American
Heart Association.
Sabrina Humphries is a long-time teacher,
CH-UH PTA council copresident, founder
and executive director of Leading Ladies,
Inc., gardner, wife and mother of four.

Sarah Wean is a member of the steering committee of Sustainable Heights Network—citizens promoting sustainability in Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.

It’s true.
Good food
tastes better!

2267 Lee Rd.

216.932.3003

www.stone-oven.com
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website, www.discipleschristian.org.

dents to participate in this process.
To see the proposed amendments go
to www.clevelandheights.com. Visit www.
sustainableheightsnetwork.net for more information.
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Kathy Smith, Young Disciples director, and Devin
Campbell serve drinks.
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Ron Werman is an elder of Disciples
Christian Church.
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Saturday, March 24, 10 a.m. at
Richmond Towne Centre.
Family Walk with raffle and giveaways.

Sustainable zoning invites community input

Disciples Christian Church at
the Homeless Stand Down
For the fifth straight year, Disciples
Christian Church provided lunch as
part of the Homeless Stand Down at
Cleveland’s Masonic Auditorium. Organized by HandsOn Northeast Ohio,
the Homeless Stand Down provides
boots, coats, mini checkups, podiatry
services, haircuts and professionalquality portraits to the needy of Greater
Cleveland.
On Sunday, Jan. 22, approximately
50 members of Disciples Christian
Church traveled to the Masonic Auditorium to prepare and serve lunch
to the estimated 800 people in attendance. Church members served lasagna
and salad, provided by the Cleveland
Foodbank, and cookies and brownies
made by congregants. Bonnie Goldner,
outreach cochair, organized the volunteers and food delivery for the event.
Because the event coincided with
Sunday services, Reverend Kristine
Eggert blessed the participating congregants at the contemporary service
at 9 a.m., after which people carpooled
downtown to help serve the lunch.
Members who usually attend the 11
a.m. traditional service also participated.
This is just one of the many ministries of Disciples Christian Church.
For more information about the church,
call 216-382-5344 or visit the church’s

ness Walk series, which began Feb. 25.
All families and children in the
Heights community are invited to join in
the family wellness walks. No registration is required. Details of three upcoming events are as follows:

*(Special pricing available day of free class only)
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Joy Henderson

Scott Heasley

Japera Benson, a junior at Heights High,
received a Red Ribbon award from the
Cleveland Clinic eXpressions Art Program for her short story, “An Elephant
Never Forgets.” The story was inspired by
Cleveland Clinic intern Michael Ciulla’s
research on Alzheimer’s disease, and by
Benson’s grandmother.
“I know my grandmother really well,
and this was a chance to honor her by
writing about her life,” said Benson. “It is
hard to see her go from knowing so much
to not recognizing me at times.” Her goal
in writing the story was to incorporate
science and the emotional toll that the
disease takes on a patient and her family.
Benson wrote the story in the voice
of her grandmother, and captured some of
the changes that she observed as the disease progressed. She is one of 13 Heights
students who entered the contest at the
suggestion of Bridget Lambright, Honors
English teacher.
The Cleveland Clinic made a video
showcasing several of the high school
students and their research-driven work.
Benson and her mother, Shawanna Rice,
were featured in the video. “The directors
were very impressed with Japera’s writing

Hopefully, the power didn’t go to their
heads.
Two Gearity Professional Development School students recently got to be
“Mayor for a Day.”
Third graders Maple Buescher and
Mackenzie Hollis had the privilege of
shadowing University Heights Mayor
Susan Infeld for an afternoon. The girls
earned the honor by being the top fundraisers in Gearity PTA’s Walk-a-Thon
last fall.
Buescher said she enjoyed touring
the University Heights firehouse, police
station and city hall. “I never knew the
inside of city hall was so big,” she said.
“It looks smaller from the outside. I
think being mayor would be a fun, but
difficult, job.”
Hollis had prepared a list of questions for the mayor, including, “Why
does Westwood Road get so much
water?”
Infeld’s answer: “There have been
several breaks in the waterline on
Westwood Road in recent years, causing water to flow freely down the street.
I’m happy to report that the Cleveland
Water Department will replace the
waterline this year.”
Hollis said she enjoyed spending
time at city hall. “It was very cool and I
liked ruling the city.”
According to Infeld, the two “mayors” each pounded the gavel on the desk
in council chambers to hear how loud a
sound it made.
“We really enjoyed having Maple
and Mackenzie visit us and hope they

Japera Benson (R) received a Red Ribbon award for
her essay. Her English teacher Bridget Lambright
(L) received the Innovative Educator award.

and video presentation,” said Lambright.
Benson’s story was published in
the book Expressions: Where Research and
Creativity Meet, and will be on display at
the Great Lakes Science Center through
April 10. The video will be a part of the
2012 Cleveland Clinic eXpressions Art
Program website.
More than 1,000 students nationwide
entered the contest. The eXpressions Art
Program is an interdisciplinary program
that uses art to engage high school students in scientific research.
Joy Henderson is the parent/community liaison
at Heights High.
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Mayor Infeld with (L-R) Mackenzie Hollis and
Maple Buescher.

learned more about how the city works,”
said Infeld.
Two other students also learned
what it’s like to be a high-profile leader.
Laurel Buescher, Maple’s younger sister,
and Ryann Fishel, who are both kindergarteners, earned the second prize in the
Walk-a-Thon. They were “Principal for
a Day,” and shadowed Gearity Principal
Sherry Miller.
“Overall, we raised $1,500 to help
fund such things as transportation for
field trips and after-school enrichment
programs,” said Dori Nelson-Hollis,
Gearity PTA president. “Mackenzie and
Maple were so close in fundraising that
we decided to reward two winners.”
Nelson-Hollis said Fiona Conner
Kuntz, Gearity physical education
teacher, organized the fundraiser as
another way to incorporate physical
activity into the students’ day.
Scott Heasley is a Gearity PTA member
whose daughter and son attend the school.
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THE COMMON
GOOD

Susie Kaeser

A familiar argument in the teacher
blame game goes like this: Public
schools have bad teachers because of
unions. The implication of this statement is that unions don’t care about
teacher quality, and school districts lack
the tools and authority to effectively
evaluate teachers and dismiss those
who fall short.
A familiar complaint from teachers
goes like this: Evaluation is superficial at
best, and subjective or vindictive at worst.
Where is the truth? This question
drove me to learn more about how the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District approaches teacher evaluation—something that is really
important if you care about teacher
quality. I am grateful that educators will
talk with me about critical issues like
this one, because researching this story
blew apart my perceptions of teacher
evaluation.
I learned that school district leaders, working in partnership with the
Cleveland Heights Teachers Union,
have taken an old, punitive tool and
made it into a valuable resource for
developing a shared understanding of
effective teaching, building professional
respect among teachers and principals,
and motivating teachers to continue
to refine their professional expertise.
These changes to the evaluation process have increased teacher quality by
promoting growth among all teachers
rather than narrowly focusing on weeding out a few bad apples.
This is a far cry from the starting
assumptions of my research. When I
interviewed Dr. Nylajean McDaniel,
director of human resources for the
district, I thought of evaluation as a
police function. The task: find those
who are not doing their jobs and gather
evidence to fire them. I was pleased to
discover a totally different picture.
Everything changed in 2004, when
the district adopted a set of standards
that clearly define teacher quality—the
essential competencies that make a
difference to student learning. The
district also recognized that expertise
is developed over time, with experience
and coaching. A team of teachers and
administrators worked together to re-

Heights MSAN students visit Kent State

design the district’s teacher evaluation
tools to connect with the standards and
to focus more on the development of
expertise.
Fairness is built into the Heights
system. In addition to clearly defined
procedures and timelines, the system
uses a rubric that everyone has access
to, which guides the way a teacher is
rated on 23 components of effective
practice. It is interactive, collaborative
and evidence based. The final report
goes beyond “yes, you can stay” or “no,
you are fired.” This approach encourages
principals and teachers to discuss their
shared work—teaching and learning.
The evaluation process isn’t perfect.
It depends on principals having real
expertise in teaching, and using the
process to be both supportive and critical. It depends on teachers welcoming
feedback from their supervisors, and
wanting to grow. But it attempts to bring
people together, rather than put them
at odds, doing work that is important
to both parties. This collaborative spirit
is just what we need to meet the high
expectations we have set for our schools.
Here are my conclusions:
• School districts have all the authority they need to dismiss teachers. In
fact, teacher evaluation is mandated
by law.
• Expecting the system to be fair is
not the same as resisting evaluation
or protecting bad teachers.
• Teachers want to be effective. Why
else would they do this work?
A meaningful evaluation experience
should help people become better at
what they do. When evaluation focuses
on the narrow goal of finding a few
slackers to fire, it sets up a “we/they”
defensive situation—a dynamic that
spurs division and resentment among
people who need to be as collaborative
and supportive of one another as possible.
The Heights method shows that
the evaluation process can be an opportunity for teachers and principals to
focus together on something that is the
priority for both of them: quality teaching. This constructive approach has a
lot more promise for creating effective
schools than the punitive strategies of
anti-teacher policymakers.

courtesy ch-uh city school district

What a surprise!

Sixty-seven CH-UH students who belong to the Minority Student Achievement Network
(MSAN) made their annual visit to Kent State University for its Martin Luther King Jr. celebration on Jan. 26.
MSAN is a national coalition of multiracial, suburban-urban school districts that have
come together to study achievement gaps that exist in their districts. MSAN provides minority
CH-UH students enrolled in gifted and accelerated programs with cultural enrichment and
opportunities to strengthen their critical thinking skills.
CH-UH MSAN students are shown here with Dr. Marc Lamont Hill, professor at Teachers
College of Columbia University and keynote speaker at the KSU MLK celebration.

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Just listed in Cleveland Heights
3137 Fairmount Blvd.
Fairmount Historic District

Snow & Cold, Go Away.
Come Back Another Day!!

Related Story: Learn about teacher evaluation at Roxboro School online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleveland Heights. She is the former director of
Reaching Heights and current board member of the Home Repair Resource Center.

Yeah, the pool is frozen now, but we’ll
be swimmin’ and grillin’ in just three
short months. You wanna join us?

LIQUID PLANET
is now hiring

Seeking friendly energetic people
with exceptional customer service
skills. The position is fast paced
and team oriented.
We offer competitive wages
and are expanding locally
and nationally.

Send resume to
info@liquid-planet.com

Now accepting new memberships for the 2012
season. For more information please visit…
(216)577-4171
(216)577-4171

www.foresthillswimclub.org

OVER 300
300 TEAS,
Over
teas,
HERBS,
SPICES
herbs, spices AND
and
CULINARY RX.

Join before March 31st
and save $100.

culinary rx.
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Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
%*!*/!ŏđŏ)!0,$5/%(ŏ++'/ŏđŏ/001.%!/
Fourth Way Study

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland
Heights,Village
OH 44118
1793 Coventry

Cleveland
Heights,
OH 44118
+* 5ŏġŏ01.
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2333 Lee Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Monday - Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Board
meeting highlights

ninth grade students to a robotics competition in
Cedarville, Ohio on Feb. 3–4; and the Heights
High Girls’ Lacrosse trip to various New York cities
on April 9–14.

JANUARY 17, 2012
All board members were present.
State report card
The district is currently ranked in the Continuous
Improvement category. Three steps needed to attain
an Effective ranking include:
• Ensuring that all students take the test because
an untaken test scores as a zero. Last year 49
students did not take the test;
• Offer enrichment opportunities to students who
were close to proficient;
• Encourage students to take the test seriously.

training in the use of student test data to inform instruction; training of teacher leaders; and development
of a principal and teacher evaluation system tied to
student growth, which was delayed by the state’s
failure to define student growth. The program must
be in place by 2014.

Race to the Top
A committee has been formed and divided into two
subcommittees to develop evaluation methods for
teachers and administrators. One task of the teacherevaluation subcommittee is to devise an evaluation
method for teachers in subjects that are not tested.
The administrative evaluation subcommittee has a
state model to follow, which requires that principal
evaluators be state trained, and that such evaluations
include student and parent comments.

Cultural Competence Training
All 52 new certified staff members have had six
hours of Cultural Competence Training. The goal is School buses
to expand such training to all staff.
Efforts to improve learning
The board authorized bidding on four school buses,
Jeffrey Johnston, student services director, and staff
to be done cooperatively through a money-saving
members Kelly Stukus, Kevin Jarrell, Jane Simeri, LWV observer: Nancy Dietrich.
consortium.
and Allison Byrd, coordinators of educational
services, were present to report details on efforts FEBRUARY 7, 2012
Donations
to improve student learning. They covered issues of All board members were present.
The board accepted four donations: $7,500 to
the learning environment; language arts, math, and
Gearity Professional Development Center, $4,500
science instruction; gifted student programs; and Millikin building
for healthy dinners for the Heights High basketball
challenges to improvement efforts. Assessments of Six residents urged the board to allow Mosdos Ohr team, $100 to the Betty Levy Scholarship Fund, and
new programs have indicated effectiveness with Hatorah, an Orthodox Jewish school located on $100 to the educational program at Heights High.
programs such as progressive discipline and Tiger the corner of South Taylor Road and Euclid Heights
Proud and Bully Free. Other programs, such as Boulevard, to buy the Millikin building. They cited Scholarships
Educational Opportunities for Success (EOS), Fresh- the Jewish school’s attraction to families, improved Board member Nancy Peppler reported that the City
man Experience, and changes in gifted programs, value to the neighborhood near Millikin, the nearly of Cleveland Heights has scholarships available for
have presented some challenges. [The information unanimous support for the purchase among residents young people to participate in spring and summer
in these presentations was much too extensive for of Wood and Crest roads, and the possible trans- recreation programs.
this space and a complete description is published portation savings to the school district. They also
in the online version of this observer report at www. expressed concern about the empty Millikin building Urban School Advisory Network
and the proposed call center, maintaining that this Board member Kal Zucker reported that the Urban
heightsobserver.org.]
use would be bad for a residential neighborhood. School Advisory Network, representing 21 urban
Race to the Top
Ohio districts, will reconvene.
Superintendent Heuer stated that four areas are Field trips
supported by Race to the Top funds: teacher training The board approved two field trips: the Wiley Alumni Foundation
in the use of the common core curriculum; teacher Middle School and Heights High sixth, eighth, and Fifteen scholarships will be awarded in the spring,

and the annual pancake breakfast will take place on
April 22 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Heights High.
Reaching Heights spelling bee
Reaching Heights will hold its annual spelling bee
on March 28 and has requested a team from the
school board.
Cavaliers game
Heights High cheerleaders will perform at the Cavaliers game on April 25.
Heights/Shaker basketball game
Elected officials have been invited to the Heights
High-Shaker Heights High basketball game. The
Heights men’s vocal group, the Barbershoppers,
will perform at the game after singing the national
anthem on national television at the Cleveland State
University men’s basketball game, at the Wolstein
Center, to be televised on ESPN.
Nighttown
Heights High vocal musicians will perform at Nighttown at 7 p.m. on Feb. 20.
Meeting on school facilities
The next public meeting on school facilities will be
on Feb. 22 at 6:30 p.m. at Heights High. Childcare will be available and will feature food and
Legos.
LWV observer: Nancy Dietrich.

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 4

CHHS athletes sign Letters of Intent

www.heightsobserver.org

See more stories online

Back row (left to right): Dionte Saffo, Denzel Pillars, Meg Lentz, Bryce Jones, Kyle Dodson. Front row (left to right): Rick Wilcox, Terrence Bailey, Phillip
Moreland, Markus Hawkins.

SUMMER RUFFING IT!

Feb. 1 was a monumental day for
nine Heights High athletes. It was
National Signing Day, when elite high
school athletes sign binding Letters of
Intent to their chosen colleges and
universities.
Surrounded by television, radio and
print media, Kyle Dodson, a nationally
ranked offensive lineman, summoned
his teammates to join him in front of
reporters in the Heights High auditorium. He wanted their company as he
announced that he would be suiting up
as a member of The Ohio State University Buckeyes this fall. His teammates
and the entire audience burst into loud,
sustained cheers.
Several Division One schools recruited Dodson, Heights High team
captain. He chose OSU in part so that
he could remain near his grandparents.
While Dodson’s announcement
received the most attention, Heights
High had more celebrating to do. Seven
other football players and one lacrosse
player also signed Letters of Intent on
Feb. 1. The students, and their chosen
colleges, include: Meg Lentz, lacrosse,
Stanford University; Bryce Jones, football, Boston College; Phillip Moreland,
football, Seton Hill University; Markus
Hawkins, football, Ohio Dominican
University. Rick Wilcox, Dionte Saffo,

courtesy ch-uh city school district

Angee Shaker

J

Denzel Pillars and Terrence Bailey all
signed Letters of Intent to play football
at Marian University.
Angee Shaker is director of communications
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.

Advertise in the
Heights Observer
216-401-9342
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A Great Summer Camp
Ages 3-14
Rufﬁng Montessori School
3380 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights
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Spring is almost here, and the library is
offering fun, fresh programs for March.
Visit www.heightslibrary.org for the complete calendar.
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Saturdays, March 3 & 17, 11 a.m.
American Sign Language for Kids. Children
ages 6–10 can learn signs for numbers,
colors, the alphabet, simple phrases and
more. Register for this program at www.
heightslibrary.org.
Tuesdays, March 6–27, 3:30 p.m.
Movie Scriptwriting Challenge. Scenarios
USA challenges teens in Cleveland and
three other cities to write movie scripts.
The winning script in each city will be
filmed and shown both nationally and
locally. Join the challenge and learn how
to write for the movies.
Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Monday–Friday, March 5–9, all day.
Geek Out at Your Library. Celebrate Teen
Tech Week with geeky programs, prizes
and fun. For details, call 216-932-3600.
Thursday, March 15, 7 p.m.
Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss! Dr. Seuss turns
108 in March. He gave us a Cat and a
Horton who hatched, and a Grinch and a
Lorax, so let’s pay him back. We’ll have a
big party! Bang gongs and whungtroosies.
Bring all your friends. It’ll be quite a
doozy. (You can leave the party if you get
tired, but before you come registration’s
required.)
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Mondays, March 5–26, 3:30 p.m.
Library Afterschool Fun at Noble. Join us
for crafts, games, Wii, or art projects—
something different each week. Visit the
library for a detailed schedule.
Tuesday, March 27, 7 p.m.
Tuesday Evening Jazz: The Art of Jazz featuring Debaneise. Celebrate the women
of jazz. Debaneise is a Royce Records
recording artist with the hit single, “Eyes
Don’t Lies.” Registration required at
www.heightslibrary.org.
University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Wednesday, March 14, 12:30 p.m.
Senior Spot: Book Discussion Group at Cedar Center Whole Foods Market. Murphy’s
Law (a Molly Murphy mystery), by Rhys
Bowen.
Monday, March 26, 7 p.m.
In Like a Lion. Have a roaring good time
while celebrating spring. For grades K–5.

Candy is king at Heights Libraries
Sheryl Banks

Where is King Kandy? On Thursday,
Feb. 16, more than 150 brave gingerbread
boys and girls traveled through the
Peppermint Forest. They visited Gramma Nutt, Jolly Gum Drop, and Mr.
Mint, and helped Queen Frostine thwart
the evil Lord Licorice on their way to
find Candy Castle in the library’s live
action Candy Land event at the Lee
Road Library.
“Our staff really pulled out all
the stops with this program,” said Susan Black, manager of youth services.
“The decorations and costumes made
for a fun and truly magical evening for
the kids.”
Library staff transformed meeting
rooms at Lee Road into a life-sized
Candy Land game board, complete with
a colorful path, candy cane forest, gingerbread house, chocolate swamp, and
characters who guided them through
the game with clues and tasty treats.
Once the kids found Candy Castle, they
were treated to a visit with King Kandy
himself, hot chocolate, and crafts. In ad-

courtesy ch-uh public library

What’s going on
at your library?

Candy Land cast members at the Lee Road Library event.

dition, there were candy-related books
on hand for families to check out as they
left the castle.
“Candy Land is such a popular game
with kids—they know and love all the
characters,” said Shannon Horrocks,
youth services librarian, who organized
the program. “We were amazed by

the number of families that came out
for the event, and the kids’ reactions
were priceless. I’ve never seen so many
smiles.”
Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community relations manager at the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public
Library Board
meeting highlights
JANUARY 23, 2012
All board members were present.
Organizational redesign update
Susan Pyles of Employers Resource Council (ERC)
presented an update on the nine-month study of the
library’s performance management system. Pyles
discussed merit pay, defined as basing salary on
performance over a predetermined period and according to predetermined criteria. A change from
across-the-board increases to merit pay can be
phased in over two years by first giving an acrossthe-board increase with individual adjustments.
Director Levin named the committees that will
finalize the forms and process. A trial year, using
the process without “counting,” will begin in 2013,
and full application of the redesign will begin Jan.
1, 2014.
Personnel statistics
Year-end statistics showed that seven employees
had perfect attendance, the absentee rate was 2.9
percent, and the average number of sick days was
5.71 percent; both percentages deemed excellent.
A high turnover rate of 29 percent occurred this
year, enabling the promotion of 11 staff members,
either to a higher-level position or to full-time from
part-time positions.

Cuyahoga County library directors meet
quarterly
All board members were invited to attend the 2012
quarterly meetings of the directors of the nine
Cuyahoga County library systems. At these meetings
the directors will prepare for the negotiations that
will begin in February 2013 for an agreement on
the library fund distribution from the state budget.
Demographic changes will drive some variation in
distributions.
State legislation for Ohio libraries
The Ohio Library Council [OLC] supports an omnibus
bill to be submitted to the Legislative Service Commission by Jan. 28 for introduction to the Ohio General
Assembly. OLC believes that this bill will address
a number of concerns of Ohio libraries, including
library boundaries and board appointments.
December public service report highlights
• Bruce Biddle, Cleveland Public Library librarian,
brought his caricature drawing program to children at both the Noble Neighborhood and Lee
Road libraries. He drew caricatures of the children
and encouraged them to try drawing caricatures
themselves.
• Ben Gulyas, Coventry librarian, received a $3,000
grant from the Friends of the Society for the Deaf

to continue the American Sign Language classes
offered at the library.
• An original pen-and-watercolor rendering of the
1937 Noble Neighborhood Library building, by
Walker and Weeks, was found and is now hung
in the fiction room.
• University Heights Library has a foreign film series,
which has received good publicity.
Recognitions
At the December board meeting, for which there
were no League observer notes, two resolutions
were passed honoring the following:
Darla Arnold, a graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Art, who was hired in 1987 as the library’s
graphic designer and became known as the “graphics goddess,” is retiring. She designed the Lee Road
Library’s Children’s Story Room murals, as well as
the library’s brand and bridge logo.
Audrey Cole has completed her term on the
board of trustees. She helped craft strategic plans reflecting the needs of the community and understood
the value of an independent public library system
for the Cleveland Heights, University Heights communities. She will continue her commitment to public
libraries by serving on the Ohio Library Council’s
Board of Trustees.
LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 4.

You can CROSS one thing off your
EASTER TO-DO LIST
For All Your Business and
Personal Insurance Needs

Choose church
q Buy Ham
q Dye eggs
q Hide baskets

Specializing In:
n Contractors
n Auto Repair Garages
n Non-Profits
n Day Cares
n Personal Insurance
n And Much more

FOREST HILL CHURCH

Call us for a
no-obligation review

Easter Services 9 & 11 a.m.
3031 Monticello Blvd. (at Lee) in Cleveland Heights
216.321.2660
www.fhcpresb.org
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heights kids

Six Pavilion Skating Club skaters medal in national competitions
“What is going on with Cleveland
Heights and ice dancing?”
That was the buzz in San Jose, Calif.
in January, when two Cleveland Heights
ice dance teams medaled in Novice
Dance at the 2012 U.S. Figure Skating
Championships.
“The moment we found out we
won, we were thrilled. We’ve been skating together for seven years, and seeing
all of our hard work pay off was the
best feeling in the world. We’ve been
working toward this goal every day, and
that feeling of accomplishment was
such a great feeling,” said Holly Moore,
16, after she and her partner, Daniel
Klaber, 17, became the 2012 National
Champions in Novice Ice Dance. This
was their second trip to the U.S. Figure
Skating Championships. In 2011, they
placed eighth in Novice Dance.
Hannah Rosinski, 16, and Jacob
Jaffe, 18, won the bronze medal in the
same event. Rosinski said, “We’re really excited. We put it all out there and
skated our best free dance ever. Jacob

melanie holt

Beth Hellerstein

Holly Moore and Daniel Klaber are the 2012 National Champions in Novice Ice Dance.

and I have been together for just one
season and there’s a lot of room for
improvement.”
In December, Kimmie Berkovich
and Micah Jaffe (Jacob’s brother) were
the Pewter Medalists in Intermediate
Ice Dance at the 2012 U.S. Junior Figure
Skating Championships. Of the experience, Jaffe said, “Junior Championships
was quite fun, even more than last year
[when he and Berkovich placed fifth
in their first year competing]. Kimmie
and I have matured individually and as
a team on the ice.”
All three teams train at the Pavilion
Skating Club of Cleveland Heights, and
are coached by Jackie Miles and Chip
Rossbach. The accomplishments of
these three teams place them among the
top ice dancers in the United States.
Noting that the teams compete and
train together, Rosinski said, “Daniel
and Holly are fun to train with because
they push us and motivate us. I think
we do the same for them.”
Beth Hellerstein is a parent of a Pavilion
Skating Club member.

Fine arts at the Heights Youth Club
This year the Heights Youth Club
(HYC) entered the 2012 National

Fine Arts Exhibit competition sponsored by the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America. Four age groups, between 6
and 18, competed in 10 art categories.

courtesy hyc

“respect the food,
don’t mess with it too much
and the end result
will always be great.”
jill vedaa executive chef

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099

mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio
rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm to 1 am
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Kimberly Morgan

Nia Primm’s chicken sculpture.

Anastasia Williams’s portrait.

These included monochromatic (pencil,
charcoal, pen and ink), multicolored
drawings, watercolor, pastel, oil/acrylic,
mixed media, collage, print making, and
sculpture and group projects.
Two HYC members, Anastasia
Williams, 17, and Nia Primm, 9, placed
at the regional finals, where their art
remains on exhibit. Their next stop will
be the national level competition, and
the good wishes of the community go
with them.
Supported by Boys and Girls Clubs
of America, HYC offers year-round arts
exploration. Programs provide opportunities to develop creativity, cultural
awareness, and knowledge and appreciation for visual arts, crafts, performing
arts, and creative writing.
Club members are encouraged to
develop artistic expression through

classes, events, and special projects,
sponsored by Cleveland Heights residents who volunteer countless hours
of instruction and donate valuable
resource materials.
The arts program staff skillfully
integrates reading, math, and science
into every experience. Students are
given free rein to design arts and crafts
activities.
Some young people engaged in entrepreneurial activities, such as marketing handmade jewelry, belts and scarves.
They even developed a business plan
that included production, distribution,
pricing and marketing strategies, to be
implemented at HYC’s annual spring
fundraiser, Taste of the Heights.
Kimberly Morgan is the board administrator
for the Heights Youth Club.
www.heightsobserver.org

heights shops

Dream comes true for local entrepreneur
Armington shut down the restaurant for
weeks to perform repairs to the building and clean it from top to bottom.
When it reopened, he and Chef Jamie
Wynbrandt set about the business of
putting their personal signatures on
the restaurant’s offerings, which they
characterize as all-American culinary
creations with a twist.
“I wanted to improve the food quality and take it to the next level,” said
Armington, “Jamie and I, being good
friends and working together for 10
years, it was really cool to collaborate
with him. We wanted good quality bar
food, but it goes way beyond that. Nobody was going to say no to either of us,
so it gave us the freedom to be creative
and to come up with a cool bar menu.”
Armington subscribes to the buylocal ethos when purchasing food, and
says that everything served at Tavern
Company is fresh, never frozen. The
menu features unique flatbreads, a
pulled short rib sandwich, a variety of
hearty soups, a delicious hangar steak
entree, burgers, salads and more.
Tavco’s success is aided, in no small
part, by the efforts of Armington’s girlfriend and manager, Sarah Brewer. She’s
the perky blonde with the perpetual
smile who is always on the move. She
regularly puts in four nights a week, not
only providing enthusiastic customer
service, but also handling all the mar-

Richard Stewart

It al l happened the day before
Thanksgiving 2009. That was the day
that, for Chris Armington, owner of The
Tavern Company, a longtime dream was
finally realized. After more than a dozen
years working as a server, bartender and,
eventually, a manager at Brennan’s Colony, he finally had a spot to call his own.
“I always wanted to own my own
restaurant, but didn’t know if it was
realistic or feasible,” said Armington.
Now that roughly two and a half
years have elapsed since its grand reopening, things at the Lee Road restaurant are going fairly well—no small feat,
given the restaurant’s popularity under
its previous ownership. Customers have
commented that the food has improved
and the nightly specials have become
popular among patrons.
The Tuesday night trivia games are
a consistent draw for the post-dinner
crowd.
Once Armington took over the
establishment from former proprietor
John McMahon, making it all work,
from a financial standpoint, wasn’t easy.
Armington ended up finding a family
friend to walk him through the business
side of small business ownership.
“I thought I could attract investors
based on longstanding relationships,
but I found out it wasn’t that easy,” he

Owner/operator Chris Armington behind the bar
at The Tavern Company, 2260 Lee Road.

said. “I found out the value of having a
business plan as a tool to attract investors. Banks don’t easily lend money to
restaurants, because of their failure
rate, so I took the friends-and-family
approach.”
Once the papers had been signed,

keting and community relations, which
include the many local charitable events
that ask for support.
Brewer also maintains the toy
chest at the front of the dining room, a
Christmas gift from Armington’s mom,
and popular among the restaurant’s
youngest patrons. It features a variety
of pre-wrapped gifts for young people,
ten for boys and ten for girls. The chest
is fully stocked on a nightly basis.
“The kids have become quite familiar,” said Brewer, adding, “they just love
it. Kids make a beeline to the front of
the dining room every night.”
Armington remains humble about
his entrepreneurial venture and credits
the local community for whatever success he enjoys.
“The fact is that the loyal patronage
of Cleveland Heights and University
Heights residents has helped mitigate
the stress of ownership in terms of
maintaining a consistent customer base.
Without them, I’m not sure where we’d
be. People who remember me from the
Colony still walk in and ask, ‘what are
you doing here?’ It’s a rewarding feeling when they tell me how much they
enjoyed the experience.”
Richard Stewart is president of Digizoom
Media, a Cleveland Heights-based video
production company, and a FutureHeights
board member.

Ladies choice at Motorcars in Cleveland Heights
where women love to work and buy their cars
In the male-dominated automotive industry, Motorcars in Cleveland Heights
stands out as female-friendly place to
work, and to buy a car. Boasting 45 female employees, Motorcars has women
in every position at the dealership: sales,
service technician, clean-up, detailing,
service writer, valet, and controller.
“There are 17 different job categories at this dealership,” said Trevor Gile,
general manager of Motorcars Honda.
“Fourteen out of the 17 positions have
women in them, including 8 product
specialists, the chief financial officer,
and a service advisor who has been with
us for more than two decades.”
This 20-year-old family business is
run by women, including Gile’s wife and
sister-in-law. “I see more women in key
positions here than at any other place in
the country,” said Debbie Householder,
Motorcars CFO.
For women buyers, the Motorcars
approach helps them to feel at ease.
There are significantly more men selling
cars than women, and the traditional
car-buying process can at times be very
intimidating. A female sales associate
can be more comforting, and seem less
aggressive to a female customer. Jennifer Ross, a Motorcars sales specialist,
noted, “Women from all walks of life
are employed here. That’s why I chose
to work here, and why so many women
shop with us.”
In the U.S., women influence 80
percent of all automotive purchases,
and a recent survey by J.D. Power and
Friedman-Swift showed that 68 percent

of the buying public dread the carbuying process—the time it takes to
get to the bottom line, the hassles and
pressure, and the inflated prices.
Sales specialists at Motorcars are
product specialists. Their income is
based not on gross-sale price, but rather
on customer service and volume. Motorcars has embraced a “straightforwardprice” approach, which enables buyers
to get the best and fairest price upfront.
Motorcars prices its cars, not its customers, and constantly researches the
sale prices of vehicles throughout the
region to make sure that its low prices
are competitive. These prices are then
posted for everyone to see, including
competing car dealers.
A recent article, titled “What Women Want,” on www.vroomgirls.com, listed
the top 10 vehicles chosen by women
in 2011. Hondas appear in three of the
four top spots. VroomGirls and The Plain
Dealer recently recognized Motorcars as
a dealership that successfully caters to
women customers.
“I found the Motorcars staff to
be straightforward and friendly,” said
customer Andrea Jenkins. “No one
was pushy, and I felt comfortable and
relaxed during the buying process. I’m
very satisfied with how I was treated.”
It’s this reaction from customers
that Motorcars hopes to keep receiving
as it continues to support and expand
its female-friendly dealership.

Ready
Set
Grow
Open March 1st!
13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com
March Hours: Monday - Sunday 10-5

Sean Balewski works in the Internet sales department at Motorcars Honda. He graduated
from the E.W. Scripps School of Journalism
at Ohio University.
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heights arts

Artist Doug Berky presents ‘Kairos’ at Church of the Saviour
Acclaimed mask and movement artist
Doug Berky will appear on Sunday, March
11, at 2 p.m. at Church of the Saviour in
Cleveland Heights. The free performance,
titled “Kairos” (ki’ ros, meaning “the
hour”), is an impressionist portrayal of the
life of Jesus Christ told through stylized
masks, movement and story.
Berky uses nearly two decades of
experience to astound audiences worldwide with performances that transcend
age, race and culture. A master of mime
and improvisation, clowning and suspense, Berky sweeps his audience along
with fanciful portrayals of personalities
and familiar emotions.
In “Kairos,” Berky takes his audi-

courtesy church of the saviour

Loretta Dahlstrom

Doug Berky and masks.

ence on a journey to the first century,
when a baby was born into a hostile
world that was seeking a messiah. The
child became one of the most remarkable people in history. The production
uses symbolic images to help the audience understand the Gospel story, its
context, and popular cultural assumptions. This event is sponsored by Arts
in the Cathedral and is open to all. A
free-will offering will be accepted.
Church of the Saviour is located
at 2537 Lee Road, one block north of
Fairmount Boulevard. The church has
plenty of free parking and is handicapped-accessible.
Loretta Dahlstrom is the administrative
assistant at Church of the Saviour.

Jewel Moulthrop

RoxArts benefit at the B-Side is March 24

courtesy roxarts

Andrea C. Turner

Escape the wireless age of texts and
tweets and travel back to the 1970s
where you can groove all night at the
annual RoxArts benefit. Whether you
were into glam rock, disco, punk or
R&B, you’re invited to boogie the night
away at “Rox-N-Roll, Groovin’ at the
B-Side.” The event takes place Saturday,
March 24, from 6:30 to 10 p.m. at the BSide Lounge, 2785 Euclid Heights Blvd.,
in Coventry Village.
The annual event is the primary
fundraiser supporting RoxArts, a nonprofit organization of parents and community residents who share the goal of
bringing enhanced arts education to
students at Roxboro Elementary and
Middle schools.
Rox-N-Roll is an opportunity to
enjoy local fare, wine and beer, music
and dancing, as well as silent and live
auctions. Kathy Blackman, owner of the
B-Side and a Roxboro parent, is donating the venue for the event.
For more than 30 years, RoxArts has
sponsored educational programs in the
performing and visual arts at the Roxboro schools. RoxArts, formerly known
as REAP, for Roxboro Enrichment Arts
Program, funds artists-in-residence,
school performances, capital projects
and equipment. Both the elementary
and middle schools receive funding annually from the organization.
RoxArts artist residencies have
included dance (Verb Ballets), visual
arts (Wendy Mahon), acting (Jonathan
Graham), music (Dalcroze), and creative
writing (Bob Henry Baber). Resident
artists work directly with the students,
in up to three sessions, incorporating a
range of media.

Cuban artist Augusto Bordelois installs the lotus flower stone mosaic at Roxboro Elementary.

Last year, Roxboro Elementary
students created a stone mosaic of
lotus flowers with guidance from
Cuban painter Augusto Bordelois. “It
was inspired by all of the stone mosaic
paths we saw when we went to China,”
explained Sheri Fried, art specialist at
Roxboro, referring to the teachers and
district staff who traveled to China
under a Foreign Language Assistance
Program grant.

Tickets to Rox-N-Roll can be
purchased online at www.roxarts.org.
Tickets for teachers and staff are $20
in advance, or $25 at the door. All other
tickets are $30 in advance, or $35 at the
door. Don your favorite 1970s fashion
staples—platform shoes and leisure
suits, miniskirts and leotards—then
groove all night.
To donate auction items, contact
Rosie Ford at 440-476-0717 or rosieford@yahoo.com, or Erin Gisel at 216509-4020 or emgisel@aol.com.

www.heightsobserver.org
See more stories online

Dobama presents
small-town drama
‘Middletown’

Andrea C. Turner is cochair for the RoxArts
benefit.

The fourth major production of Dobama
Theatre’s 52nd season is the Cleveland
premiere of a new play, “Middletown,”
written by Will Eno and directed by Joel
Hammer, Dobama’s artistic director.
“Middletown,” which runs through
March 18, explores the universe of a
small-town America. Mary Swanson has
just moved into town, eager to start a
family and enjoy the neighborly bonds
that a small town promises. But when she
befriends a local resident, John Dodge,
she quickly discovers that below Middletown’s unflinchingly honest exterior lies
something much more complex.
The play is a wry, human portrait
of a town with two personalities—one
that is ordinary and visible, the other
dark and mysterious.
Eno was a finalist for a Pulitzer
Prize in 2005 and is a recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship and an Edward F.
Albee Foundation Fellowship. In 2004,
he was awarded the first-ever Marian
Seldes/Garson Kanin Fellowship by the
Theater Hall of Fame.
The production features an ensemble cast, including Dianne Boduszek,
Emily Demko, Maryann Elder, Carly
Germany, Robert Hawkes, Jason Markouc, Mark Mayo, Fabio Polanco, Laura
Starnik and Tom Woodward. Many will
be performing more than one role in a
script that lists 21 characters.
This is Dobama’s third season in its
new location at 2340 Lee Road, part of
the Lee Road Library complex. Performances of “Middletown” take place on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings,
and Sunday afternoons. For a complete
schedule, ticket prices, and reservations,
call the box office at 216-932-3396. Ask
about reduced prices for RUSH tickets.
Jewel Moulthrop is a resident of Cleveland
Heights, a member of editorial advisory
committee for the Heights Observer, and
an occasional contributor to the newspaper.
Advertise in the Heights Observer

216-401-9342
www.SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

(216) 321-1296

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net
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our store isn’t!

stop by, shop...
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 11-5 • Thursday 11-7 • Saturday 11-4
2243 Warrensville Center in University Hts.
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Photo show at Heights Arts travels the landscape
“Tophography” is a group exhibition of
recent photography by five local artists
whose work offers personal experiences
of landscape. Organized by and showing
at Heights Arts, 1275 Lee Road, the show
runs March 2 to April 14. Each of the
five artists brings a distinctive approach.
Philip Brutz offers stereoscope
images made at Raven Rocks in southcentral Ohio. Installed in a special
viewer that enables visitors to scroll
through the photographs, the series
explores with 3-D intensity the quiet
details of the site. Brutz’s photography
has appeared in exhibitions at MOCA
Cleveland and at the Cleveland Museum
of Art, and the museum has acquired a
number of his photographs for its collection.
G. M. Donley is designer and editor of the Cleveland Museum of Art’s
magazine, and a founding member of
Heights Arts. His strongly horizontal
photographs here combine dozens of
overlapping transparent images to create dense collages of 360-degree panoramas, or excursions such as mountain
hikes and bicycle rides.
Matthew Fehrmann, an adjunct
professor at the Cleveland Institute of
Art (CIA), where he is responsible for
fine art digital photography and printing courses, is a maker of fine art prints
for major photographers. Last year, he
and two friends rode motorcycles from
Alaska to Mexico, and here he shows
images made during that journey. His
work has recently been on view at 78th

courtesy heights arts

Peggy Spaeth

Michael Weil’s photograph “3001 9A.”

Street Studios in Cleveland.
Nancy McEntee, professor of
photography at CIA, is a 2009 recipient of a Creative Workforce Fellowship from the Community Partnership for Arts and Culture. Her
photographs are exhibited nationally
in many public and private collections.
She was awarded a residency at the
Burren College of Art in County Clare,
Ireland, for summer 2010, and the
photographs she presents here portray

her daughter—the subject of her ongoing body of work—in the striking Irish
landscape.
Michael Weil inspired this exhibition with his series of photographs
looking down from a commercial flight.
Juxtaposing images of runway tarmac,
ex-urban developments, arid mountain
ranges, and massive-scale agriculture,
the series finds poetic visual rhymes
through texture and abstraction. A phoLL_HO.0312DB_Ad:Layout 1 2/20/12
tohistorian by profession, Weil earned

a Ph.D. from Case Western Reserve
University, and is currently an adjunct
professor at CIA.
“Tophography” opens Friday, March
2, 6–9 p.m. The gallery is open Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.;
Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m.–9:30 p.m.;
Saturday 1:30–9:30 p.m., and by appointment. Call 216-371-3457 for information.
Peggy Spaeth is the executive director of Heights
3:56 PM Page 1
Arts, a nonprofit community arts organization.

Apollo's Fire to perform
'Mediterranean Nights'
Sarah Blue

Apollo’s Fire will perform “Mediterranean Nights, Sultry Songs & Passionate Dances from Italy and Spain.”
The concert takes place at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, March 10 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2747 Fairmount Blvd. in
Cleveland Heights.
After Apollo’s Fire’s successful
2009 tour, “Mediterranean Nights” is
back for a 2012 reprise. This program
of early 17th-century music was chosen
as one of the Top 10 Concerts of 2009
by the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review and
hailed as “a [jam] session that might
have been heard 300 years ago on an
Italian beach” by the Columbus Dispatch.
The Plain Dealer described the program
as an “exhilarating Baroque beach
party . . . performed with spontaneous
sonic combustion.”
The program features soprano Nell
Snaidas, who brings the audience into her
world of 17th-century ballads. Historic
Spanish dancer and guitarist Steve Player
captivates audiences with his improvisations. Sonatas by Merula, Uccellini
and Castello will set the stage for the
finale—Jeannette Sorrell’s arrangement
of Boccherini’s “Fandango Quintet.” Led
by Sorrell, the program features violin,
cello, theorbo, harpsichord, and a variety
of exotic percussion instruments.
Coinciding with the group’s lo-

cal concerts, Apollo’s Fire will release
“Mediterranean Nights,” the third CD
in its 20th anniversary live recording series.This series of recordings from some
of the most memorable concerts of the
past 20 years will be available in a limited
edition only, for purchase at Apollo’s Fire
concerts.
Tickets start at $20; student, senior,
young adult and group discounts are
available. For tickets, call 800-314-2535
or visit www.apollosfire.org.

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this spring!
We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Sarah Blue is the marketing manager for
Apollo’s Fire.

• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations
• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

The

Tavern

Company
Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine
Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30"

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer
OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

M-F Happy Hour 5–7 pm
Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm
Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs.
5–11pm Fri. and Sat.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001
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Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.
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FutureHeights sponsors ‘Lucky’ at CIFF
Just a few weeks before the start of the
36th Cleveland International Film Festival (CIFF), the excitement has begun
to build. Once again, the festival promises to be inspiring, thought-provoking,
and emotionally satisfying. One aspect,
however, will be different. This year, FutureHeights and the Heights Observer are
partnering with CIFF to sponsor a film.
This festival entry from South Africa is called “Lucky.” It’s also the name
of the film’s protagonist, but there’s
little that is lucky about him. Lucky is a
10-year-old orphan from a small village
near Durban (although the film was shot
in Johannesburg). As the movie opens,
the boy is walking to the center of the
village, peering into a truck, looking into
store windows, then sitting on a curb to
wait. He waits all day. Night comes, and
with it, pouring rain. Lucky continues

Courtesy of CIFF

Jewel Moulthrop

After a shaky start, an unlikely friendship develops
between Lucky and Padma.

to sit there until a storekeeper finally
chases him away with the words, “No
one’s coming.”
The filmmakers waste no time in
setting up the story. A coffin containing
the boy’s mother arrives in the village.
Packing his meager belongings into a
tote bag, Lucky plans to find his uncle in
the city. Before leaving, he cries over his
mother’s grave, promising to go to school
and to make something of himself.
The idea for the film came to director Avie Luthra while he was living

in rural Natal, where the prevalence of
HIV/AIDS was close to 40 percent.
Driving around on weekends, Luthra
saw coffins loaded onto trucks for funerals, which occurred with alarming
frequency throughout the province. At
one of those funerals, Luthra spotted a
10-year-old boy weeping into the grave
of his mother. Contemplating the boy’s
future, he wondered how the situation
of this boy linked into the stories of all
the homeless kids one sees in South
African cities.
The film also examines the tensions
between Africans and Indians in postapartheid South Africa, after decades of
legal and economic segregation. Lucky befriends Padma, an elderly Indian woman,
who lives in the same apartment complex
as the boy’s ne’er-do-well uncle. Although
she is suspicious of the boy at first, Padma
and Lucky form a tenuous bond.
The film was shot in only 26 days.

During that time the director often
strayed from the script, encouraging his
actors to improvise as much as possible,
hoping to make scenes feel energized
and real. The camera—sometimes
hand-held—sets up a sense of chaos and
uncertainty, as well.
The score, written exclusively for
African instruments, provides an added
authenticity. Although a remix of an
earlier short version—short-listed for an
Oscar in 2007—this film is bigger, more
energetic, more painful, and ultimately
a satisfying film experience.
CIFF will screen “Lucky” on Friday,
March 30 at 11:20 a.m.; Saturday, March
31 at 3:20 p.m.; and Sunday, April 1 at 2:30
p.m. For more information, go to www.
clevelandfilm.org.
Jewel Moulthrop, a Cleveland Heights resident, is a member of the Observer’s editorial
advisory committee.

Heights Youth Theatre presents ‘The King and I’
Dream a dream of a time past. It is the
1860s, and you are in the exotic kingdom of Siam (now Thailand). Imagine
that you are the ruler of this kingdom
filled with golden palaces, elephants in
the streets and children everywhere.
You have been safe and happy in your
own little corner of the world, yet the
world begins to creep in on you. What
wonders will you discover? Based on a
true story, “The King and I” tells the
story of the king of Siam, who recognizes that the world outside of his
realm is changing, and hires a teacher
from England who will tutor his family
about the world.
Now, imagine that you are that
teacher, a young mother from England.
You and your son are entering an exotic
place. The king has 37 wives and more
than 400 children! Do you speak your
mind or only say what is expected of
you? Has the king met his match in the
spirited, Englishwoman, or the reverse?
Should he keep his customs or adopt
new ones that would throw his world
out of balance? How much power should
a woman have? How about a man? What
are you willing to do for love if it is forbidden? It’s “a puzzlement!”
You can experience the vibrant colors, dazzling dance, star-crossed lovers,

political puppetry and the “et cetera,
et cetera, et cetera” of Heights Youth
Theatre’s “The King and I,” directed
by Treva Offutt. The cast includes
90 talented local students in grades
1 through 12—many from University
Heights and Cleveland Heights—and
five professional musicians playing
the memorable score. Cast members
include Matthew McAllister (King),
Eliza Sindelar (Anna), Ryan Vincent
(Louis), Katie Wilkinson (Lady Tiang),
Alexis Martinez (Tuptim), Sean Kelley
(Lun Tha), John Berner (Kralahome),
Lia Coyle (Prince Chulalongkorn),
Yume Ndhlovu (Princes Ying Yaowalak), Alexis Marinelli (Captain Orton),
Brycen Hunt (Sir Edward Ramsey) and
Corey Grubar (Interpreter).
“The King and I” runs Fridays,
March 2, 9 and 16 at 7 p.m.; Saturdays,
March 3, 10 and 17 at 2 p.m.; and Sunday,
March 11 at 2 p.m., at Wiley Middle
School auditorium, 2181 Miramar Blvd.,
University Heights. Tickets are $9 general admission, $8 seniors and children
under six. Cash or checks only. The
box office opens 45 minutes prior to
performances. For details, visit www.
heightsyouththeatre.org.

Courtesy heights youth theatre

Mary Patton

Cast members of Heights Youth Theatre’s “The King and I” rehearse for their March performances.

(216) 392-1335

Spring is here!

class1pavers@sbcglobal.net

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers

Mary Patton of University Heights is a
PR consultant and Heights Youth Theatre
Advisory Board member.

A+ rating

Ask for Gary or Mike
(216) 392-1335

Specializing in:

Residential Driveways
Asphalt & Concrete
Masonry
Roofing

Sealcoating
Siding
Windows









Financing Available

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd.
www.class1pavers.com

classified ads

Re-New
Beginning
Consignment
Shop

12726 Larchmere Blvd
(216) 229‐7030
Tues‐Sat, 10am‐6pm
New consignors
welcome!
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Let us turn
your gently
used clothes
and household
items into
cash!

MayCourt Apartments
“Classic 1920’s Feel”

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts.
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls.,
Balcony, and Parking Included
Central Laundry Room

Good Credit—Good Terms

$550 - $700
Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager

Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906
2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30
www.heightsobserver.org

classified ads

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month
Tim Weeks
Of

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE &
FILTER SPECIAL
only $25.95
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 4/30/12

GET YOUR MOBILE
WEBSITE

Don’t throw it away!
Fix it! Fit it!

If you have a business card,
you need a mobile site.
Most people aren’t
carrying laptops.

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,
Pants hemmed, clothes mended.

Amy R. Roth & Co.
Seamstress*Tailor*Designer

It’s about Cell Phones and Tablets.
We’ll build a site for your phone.

216-904-1786

www.m.YourFinancialJourney.com/mobile

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art)

springthedragon1@gmail.com

PROMARK
216-249-4507

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

CEDAR CENTER
HARDWARE

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD

216-291-1111
MONDAY–
FRIDAY

9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM

SATURDAY

9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

INSTANT QUOTE
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE

HIGH QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOOR SERVICES
FEATURING DUST-FREE SANDING

AUTO/MOTORCYCLE/BOAT
HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS
BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL
$35/mo LIABILITY
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE

PHONE: 216-659-7676

www.shumakers-hardwood-floors.com

www.ohioinsurancequote.net

SUNDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc.
2565 Noble Road (216) 691-9227

Good Neighbor, Good Advice

440-461-4611

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST
NEW ROOFS
RECONDITIONED ROOFS

SHUMAKER’S

Installation, Repair & Refinishing
Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Interior Painting, Plaster/
Drywall Repair, Staining,
Wallpaper Removal/
Installation, Skim Coating

216-630-6677

HARDWOOD FLOORS LLC

Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

ALLURE PAINTING

CALL
ASK FOR MICHAEL

WWW.PROMARKPAVING.NET

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MICHAEL’S ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES

SEE US ON ANGIES LIST:

Paying Cash

MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES

Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures

216-526-7699

WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

EMERGENCY
STOP LEAKS

ASPHALT PAVING &
SEAL COATING

Always Buying Always
PayingBuying
Cash

Buying anything unusual

Free Estimates
216-287-7468
www.allurepainting.net

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS
HOME REPAIR
Renovations • Remodeling
Room Additions • Attics • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Basements
Older Home Specialist
An Experienced Home Renovation Company

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

www.simplesolutionshr.com

216-280-3765

Ardmore Tree Service
Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972
www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda

(216) 371-2354

Complete Tree Service
Year-round
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

We are so nice to come home to.

(216) 486-5551

INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING
CORPORATE HOUSING ● BED & BREAKFAST

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

2450 Derbyshire Road ● Cleveland Heights
216.321.5400 • www.thealcazar.com

Member National Arborist Association

1830 Lee Road, CH

SEW WHAT!
Sewing Instruction ages 9 and up

Small groups
Individual attention
Classes now forming
Pattern reading, basic machine skills,
clothing construction and more ...

Barbara Seidel
216.371.3333
baseidel@gmail.com

Free Estimates

Lords Home
Improvements LLC

AMERICAN TAXI
$35 Flat Fee
to Airport*
Medical
Vouchers
Visa/MC
Accepted

Kitchens*Bathrooms*Basements*Vinyl
Siding*Carpeting*Electrical*Plumbing

Phone: 440-666-0011

Students, Groups
Wheel Chair Transportation

E D UCATIN G THE HE IGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

*Per Person with 2 Hours
Advance Reservation

216.926.1557
Sales & Service

Bookstore

2653 S. Taylor Rd. (off Fairmount)
www.unitycenteronline.org/
216-321-7566

Rick Neiditz
Mario Marra

Spiritual & Metaphysical books,
audio CDs, DVDs, music CDs,
cards, art, jewelry, & more

M-F 11:30-5:30
SAT. 11:00-5:00

Sat-Sun 10-2 & Tues Thurs 4-7

Large Inventory! Low Prices!

Sales (216) 241-0107
Service (216) 241-4434
Toll Free (800) 328-6445
Fax (216) 241-4445

Email:Ramelectronics@aol.com

1898 W. 25th Street
Cleveland, OH 44113
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Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Fax: 330-931-3827
Lordshomeimprovements@gmail.com

www.lordshomeimprovements.com
Mention Ad to Receive:
$100 off $1,000
$500 off $5,000
$1,000 off $10,000

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

LCD * Plasma * DLP
TVs * Sterios
Monitors * Record Players

Unity Center of the Heights

Fully Insured

Parts, Supplies
& Accessories

***BOOKS ON COVENTRY***
1820 Coventry Rd.

DLP Lamps * Cables
TV & Radio Parts
Remote Controls
Batteries
Antennas * Tools
Test Equipment

216-321-2665

Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

We Buy Broken
LCD & Plasma TVs

www.facebook.com/heightshardware
19

Three Floors of
New & Used Books & Magazines
Used Book Exchange
Bring us your used books!

Buy Local First!
www.heightsobserver.org

SUMMER CAMPS

Register for
CAMPS online
by April 1 and
receive a 10%
discount!

JUNE 18 - AUGUST 4

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

JAZZ CAMP // PIANO CAMP // SUZUKI CAMP // RAINBOW CAMP //
MUSIC BUILDERS // MUSICAL THEATRE // ADAPTED MUSICAL THEATRE //
CHAMBER MUSIC CAMP // BRASS & WIND CAMP //
INTRO TO INSTRUMENTS // INTRO TO SUZUKI
These arts-enriched Summer Camps will infuse learning,
fun and creativity into your child’s day!

R
Now Open
ainforest
RCar Wash

Programs are generously funded by:

ainforest
Car Wash

For Specific Dates and Times and to REGISTER NOW, visit
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Open

Everyday

7:00AM
9:00PM

The Rainforest
Car Wash,
in Cleveland
Heights, is
R
now open.
Located on
the corner of
Mayfield and Middlehurst (enter
from Middlehurst ), this state of
RainforestCar
Wcar
ash
the art
wash is open to the
public. Featuring a rain forest
theme both inside and out, The
Rainforest
Car Wash will be the
RainforestCar
Wash
best car wash you’ve ever had.
R
PE

R
IO

Rainforest
Car Wash
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COVENTRY

RainforestCar Wash
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CEDAR

The Rainforest Car Wash
ENTER FROM MIDDLEHURST

www.heightsobserver.org

