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‘Elegiacal’ end to annual spelling bee

CH-UH to present 
Option C for school 
facilities on April 18
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District continues 
to refine its facilities master plan follow-
ing community feedback that voiced 
concerns about how two potential op-
tions presented by the district in March 
would impact individual neighborhoods 
and the community at large. The district 
postponed its fourth school facilities 
master planning community input meet-
ing (originally scheduled for March 21) 
until Wednesday, April 18, in order to 
design a third option.
 The district presented two op-
tions (A and B) at a community meet-
ing on Feb. 22. Both options would 
have radically restructured elementary 
and middle school facilities. Option A 
would have consolidated all elemen-
tary and middle schools into three 
pre-kindergarten through eighth 
grade buildings; Option B would have 
had two kindergarten-through-eighth 
grade buildings and three pre-kinder-
garten through third grade buildings. 
In both scenarios, Noble Elementary, 
Gearity Professional Development, 
Boulevard Elementary and Fairfax 
Elementary schools would have been 
closed.
 Following a community forum 
sponsored by FutureHeights and the 
Sustainable Heights Network (view 
video from the forum, Part 1: http://
vimeo.com/38045605 and Part 2: http://vi-
meo.com/38048022) and other community 

continued on page 11

Where heroes dwell: 
A neighborhood association in the Heights
Chris Hanson

People often point to the past, roman-
ticizing former or fictional examples of 
heroes. Carl B. Stokes had a successful 
political career as Cleveland’s first black 
mayor. Superman was technically “born” 
in the city. Here in Cleveland Heights, 
Sue Nigro, Doris Allen, Lana Cowell, and 
many others, were fighting for equity and 
equality in housing. But it is post-utopian 
to think that life was better back then 
than it is now. It is also a mistake to 
think that there aren’t any more heroes to 
stand up and fight the good fight. There 
are, and these unsung heroes live in your 
community, forming neighborhood as-
sociations in the search for like-minded 
folks. A vibrant example? The Cain Park 
Neighborhood Association (CPNA).

 CPNA is a neighborhood organiza-
tion surrounding Cain Park: Superior 
Road, Superior Park Drive, Hyde Park 
Avenue and South Compton. CPNA 
quickly sought the support of the 
neighborhood. In order to become more 
effective and manageable, organizers 
decided on a committee structure, with 
representatives elected from each street 
of the neighborhood. The group elected 
Pete Titas, from Superior Road; Kerri 
Whitehouse, from South Compton 
Road; Mike Kinsella, from Superior 
Park Drive; and Anita Pontremoli, from 
Hyde Park.
 CPNA had its inception when Kerri 
Whitehouse met Anita Pontremoli at 
a piano lesson. Pontremoli asked for 
Whitehouse’s thoughts about form-
ing a neighborhood association. Word 
soon spread as Whitehouse shared her 
thoughts with Mike Kinsella. He, in 
turn, asked Pete Titas. The result was a 

It’s official: Walmart will move to Oakwood

Kim Sergio Inglis

In a March 22 press release, First Inter-
state Properties announced that Oak-
wood Commons will feature a Walmart 
Supercenter. According to the press 
release, Mitchell Schneider, president of 
First Interstate Properties, “has signed 
an agreement to bring a Walmart Super-
center to the new Oakwood Commons 
development in South Euclid.”
 In a separate March 22 press release, 
Walmart confirmed that the new Super-
center will replace the Walmart at Sever-
ance Center, and stated, “Construction of 
the 177,000-square-foot Supercenter at 

Oakwood Commons is set to begin this 
summer and is expected to open in the 
summer of 2013.”
 Commenting on the news, Cleveland 
Heights Mayor Ed Kelley stated, “I think 
we’ll turn this situation into a positive, 
and I look forward to the challenge. 
This is an opportunity for the owners of 
Severance Town Center and the City of 
Cleveland Heights to do something fresh 
and exciting with that space. For the 
owners, it’s an opportunity to improve 
the shopping experience at Severance.”
 Fran Mentch is one of the leaders 
of Citizens for Oakwood, a group that 

continued on page 11 continued on page 10

Phyllis’s Phriends (l to r) Kathy Soltis, Tony Thayer and Lindy Burt receive the trophy for winning the 21st 
annual Reaching Heights spelling bee. 

Bob Rosenbaum

It only took three rounds to eliminate 
17 teams from the 21st annual Reach-
ing Heights Adult Community Spell-
ing Bee on March 28. The next three 
groups went in succession in the fourth 
round, leaving just one team—Phyllis’s 
Phriends—and one word: elegiacal.
 Kathy Soltis, Lindy Burt and Tony 
Thayer, the three members of Phyllis’s 
Phriends, were crowned champions 
after spelling it correctly. Their win-
ning word was apt. representing the 
Noble and Oxford elementary schools’ 
PTAs, the team was named in memory 
of Phyllis Albert, a beloved long-time 
teacher at Noble Elementary who died 
on March 1.
 The annual spelling bee, held in the 
auditorium of Cleveland Heights High 
School, has become a community tradi-
tion. It raised about $15,000 for Reach-
ing Heights, according to its executive 
director, Patrick Mullen. The organiza-
tion’s mission is to mobilize community 
support for the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights public schools.
 The spelling bee was emceed, as 
usual, by Steve Presser, a Heights High 

graduate and owner of Big Fun on 
Coventry. Words were pronounced by 
Nancy Levin, director of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Li-
brary. Among the many participants and 
audience members, the most frequent 
observation was the difficulty of words 
in even the early rounds.
 The first elimination came late in 
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Round 1, when the team representing 
Boulevard Elementary School stumbled 
on feldsher—a non-M.D. medical practi-
tioner in Eastern Europe. The large and 
spirited cheering section of youngsters 
from Boulevard was undaunted; they 
continued to cheer remaining competi-
tors throughout the bee.

continued on page 5

Left to right: Mike Kinsella, Kerri Whitehouse, Anita 
Pontremoli and Pete Titas.
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This was submitted to the editor for publica-
tion as an open letter to the CH-UH Board 
of Education and the Cleveland Heights 
City Council.

To the Editor:

As go the school district and each of the 
various smaller educational communi-
ties, so go all of our communities. We, the 
undersigned of religious communities in 
the Heights and members of the Heights 
InterFaith Council, believe that the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District in its abandonment 
of a community asset in the Severance 
Millikin School is doing a disservice to 

Heights religious communities urge action on Millikin

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
The value in a (slightly) more ex-
pensive can of tuna
I was at Dave’s the other day at Cedar 
and Fairmount. This is the store that 
might have become a giant Giant Eagle 
a decade ago, if a small group of vocal 
citizens hadn’t stood up to object. They 
succeeded in halting a proposal by the 
Pittsburgh-based supermarket chain 
to greatly increase the store’s footprint 
by blocking off the foot of Grandview 
Road and building a multi-level parking/
shopping experience. I’ve been to one 
of the Giant Eagles in Pittsburgh that 
must have fed this vision and hope to 
never go back; it was overcrowded, slow, 
confusing and unpleasant.
—Bob Rosenbaum

Supercongrats to First Interstate 
for Superwalmart!
It’s official. Superwalmart is going to 
be built on Oakwood and Walmart is 
leaving Severance Center in Cleveland 
Heights.
 Cleveland Heights city officials are 
fully and completely culpable for this 
lost economic opportunity. Their in-
ability to understand that a Metropark 
is an economic driver has cost our region 
a great deal.
 Oakwood was for sale for a YEAR 
prior to First Interstate’s purchase of 
it. Cleveland Heights city government 
refused to work with Trust for Public 
Land or Metroparks during that year.
—Fran Mentch

Come as you are to the Film Festival
This past weekend was another Film 
Festival winner, but not without its 
challenges. The French film “The Art of 
Love” arrive on time, alas without sub-
titles. Do the French really think that all 
Americans can understand . . . French? 
We are still working on English!
— Jim Simler

A Moment with . . . Mary Dunbar
In January, Mary Dunbar started a four-
year term as a Cleveland Heights City 
Council Member. She is president of the 
Heights Bicycle Coalition and a resident 
of CH since 1970.
 What are your favorite aspects of living 
in the Heights? This is a beautiful place, 
full of wonderful people. Completing 
the requirements for listing the Shaker 
Farm Historic District on the National 
Register of Historic Places made me 
appreciate more than ever the quality 
of the homes and their architecture.
 If you could change anything about 
Cleveland Heights, what would it be? We’re 
still working through the aftermath of 
the foreclosure crisis. I’d like to fill all 
of our vacant homes with people and 
families who would own them and can 
afford to maintain and upgrade them--
love them as much as homeowners here 
already do. Many people are buying 
homes and investing in our community. 
Even more would be better.
—Tiffany Laufer

the greater Heights community.
 While we understand that the school 
administration and board have been 
working for a number of years to resolve 
what to do with this property, allowing 
the building and grounds to become a 
nuisance and degrade the value of the 
immediate community is unacceptable 
in our view. Absent quick action we en-
courage the City of Cleveland Heights 
to move firmly to abate this nuisance.
 We are aware of the bid on the 
property from the Orthodox Jewish 
community to purchase the building for 
its Mosdos Ohr Hatorah education for 
boys, K-8. We want to lift this up as a po-
tential win/win action for both our school 

system and the community it serves.
 We encourage the school adminis-
tration and board to move forward in a 
prompt, open, and transparent manner to 
provide a solution that will maintain this 
community asset. We thank you in ad-
vance for your thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely Yours,
Heights InterFaith Council

Don King Karen Graham
Dennis Coughlin Eric Dillenbeck
Akiva Feinstein Cynthia Johnston
Bob Jeffreys Erik Marshall
John McNulty Francis Miller
Jessica Shields Christine Stouffer
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Opinion: Taking back the streets
Michael Knoblauch 

This past January, following Edward 
Kelley’s reappointment as mayor of 
Cleveland Heights, he made the state-
ment that the city will “take back the 
streets.”  On Monday, March 21, at the 
FutureHeights annual meeting, he re-
iterated that statement when present-
ing a council proclamation to Deanna 
Bremer Fisher, executive director of 
FutureHeights, in recognition of the 
10th anniversary of the organization.
 Since Kelley’s first statement, very 
little has been made of what the state-
ment means and how the community, 
the city government and police depart-
ment will accomplish this goal. At its 
heart, this is a matter of safety: the 
perception and reality of what safety 
is, how the community “we”—and 
each of us as individuals—feels safe and 
ultimately communicates that feeling 
through expression and behavior. It is 
as if safety has an aura or Zenlike qual-
ity. When we don’t feel safe, that sense 
of being at risk or in fear permeates 
our individual and collective actions.  
When we don’t feel safe we can install 
security doors and window bars, and 
get guard dogs. We can decide against 
walking outdoors at night, avoid public 

places, neglect our property, and ulti-
mately move if we can. When we feel 
safe our doors are open, we talk to our 
neighbors, take walks, use the parks, 
invest in our property and community, 
and generally feel good about ourselves 
and our neighbors. Here are my ques-
tions to the mayor: What is the plan to 
achieve this objective, and how will we 
know it is a success?    
 The police department has a key 
role to play in this, and as we move 
about the city we observe the work 
of the police. At 10:30 p.m., Thursday, 
March 22, I was taking my son back 
to his apartment in University Circle. 
As we approached the intersection of 
Edgehill and Overlook roads, we saw 
four police cars parked on Overlook 
in front of the College Club, and one 
policeman in the bushes overlooking 
Edgehill at the top of the hill. We as-
sumed that they were there as the result 
of a call out. It was only after I dropped 
my son off and came back up the hill 
that I realized that this was a radar trap, 
catching speeders coming up Edgehill 
from University Circle. It was appar-
ently targeting speeders coming off the 
3–11 shift at the hospital, as they entered 
Cleveland Heights at the top of the hill. 
If you have ever driven on that section 

of Edgehill, you know it is like driving 
on the moon, definitely not conducive 
to speeding—and how many people 
speed uphill at 10:30 at night?
 If posting a speed trap—using four 
police units at 10:30 on a Thursday 
night, at the border of University Cir-
cle and Cleveland Heights, at the top 
of a hill—is part of the plan to “take 
back the streets,” I sincerely question 
the plan and the city’s commitment 
to a successful outcome. I didn’t feel 
any safer. I was just very angry, and my 
anger was not Zenlike. Mayor Kelley, 
is this what you mean by “taking back 
the streets?” And what would you tell 
someone who would like to take a walk 
in his or her neighborhood at this time 
of night, but doesn’t feel safe doing so?  
Is tying up four police units to catch 
speeders as they come home from 
work at 10:30 p.m. more important 
than patrolling our neighborhoods 
and creating an environment where 
we feel—and are—safe?

Michael Knoblauch is a member of the Fu-
tureHeights board, and a 34-year resident 
of Cleveland Heights whose three children 
are graduates of Cleveland Heights High 
School.

Opinion: When it comes to being 
sustainable, it’s all about priorities
Bill Cimino

Given that Cleveland Heights is a built-
out suburb with few opportunities for 
cutting-edge planned developments, I 
question the relative emphasis given 
to such developments in the proposed 
changes to the city’s zoning codes.
 While doing something sustain-
able with the Oakwood property 
makes sense, and while one day turning 
Severance into another Crocker Park 
could too, the changes ignore the fact 
that the city comprises mostly older 
homes that could be made markedly 
more sustainable with the right invest-
ments.
 Among other things, the proposed 
changes do little to address the fact 
that too many of the city’s residential 
properties are energy-inefficient and 
that too many of its residential proper-
ties produce unacceptable amounts of 
run-off.
 With that being said, let’s consider 
how some different zoning priorities 
could make us much more sustainable 
and, as a direct result, make us much 
more accountable to the seven billion 
people with whom we now share the 
planet.
 Here is an easy-to-understand ex-
ample that will put my concerns into 
stark relief:
 Let’s say that we consider an all-
too-common scenario in Cleveland 
Heights in which the owner of a tired-
looking residential property needs to 
improve it. The owner’s single-family 
home is more than 50 years old and it 

still has its original windows and insu-
lation levels. Similarly, its HVAC unit, 
water heater and major appliances are 
outmoded from an energy-efficiency 
point of view.   
 Beyond those issues, let’s also say 
the home’s water management system is 
missing important elements as it lacks 
both rain barrels and a rain garden. 
Lastly, let’s say that the owner has little 
money to spend on improvements.
 Under the city’s proposed code, 
there is nothing that would make the 
owner address the home’s sustainable-
living deficits before any of its other defi-
cits. In fact, it’s possible that the owner 
could consume most, if not all, of his/her 
small renovation budget while resolving 
less critically important problems.
 Therefore, the owner’s compliance 
with proposed code could work against 
the city’s stated desire to become more 
sustainable in two important ways: 1) 
his/her compliance might not make the 
property more energy efficient; and 2) 
his/her compliance might not reduce 
the run-off from the property.
 Under a more reasoned zoning 
code, however, the city could become 
more sustainable by emphasizing codes 
that reduce energy use and/or run-off. 
Under such a code, a homeowner with 
a relatively small renovation budget still 
might be able to afford priority projects 
costing between $500 and $5,000.
 Examples of these key sustain-
ability-enhancing renovation projects 
include: 1) replacing a home’s original 
windows with energy-efficient vinyl 
windows; 2) increasing the insulation 

levels in a home’s attic; 3) replacing a 
home’s HVAC unit and water heater 
with high-efficiency alternatives; and 
4) adding both rain barrels and a rain 
garden to a home’s water management 
system.
 In the short term, this approach to 
zoning better responds to the risks of 
home ownership at a time when worker 
wages have stagnated and home values, 
according to Karl Case (of S&P’s Case-
Schiller Housing Price Index), are not 
expected to reach a post-bubble bot-
tom until sometime in 2014.
 In the long term, this approach 
speaks to the kind of broad paradigm 
shift that must unfold as the world’s 
population grows to nine billion by 
2050, and the world’s resource alloca-
tion problems become increasingly 
more acute.
 In both the short and long term, it 
reflects the importance that Camiros 
Ltd. placed on rethinking public and 
private investments in the built envi-
ronment.
 Finally, the city could accelerate its 
progress along the sustainability curve 
by offering tax breaks to homeowners 
who make high priority updates now.
 Doing so would bring about the 
city’s essential transformation faster 
than would otherwise occur if it relied 
solely on its point-of-sale inspection 
process to identify, and then manage, 
sustainability-related zoning code vio-
lations.

Bill Cimino is a management consultant and 
a concerned citizen of the world around us.

To the Editor:

I am sorry to see the anger surround-
ing the current debate over the future 
of the Millikin School property.
 I do not have a horse in this race, 
but I do have some questions:
 What has changed since last year, 
when the Board of Education (BOE) 
last solicited requests for proposals 
for the Millikin property?
 As nearly as I can ascertain, the 
only change has been the emergence 
of a possible (but by no means certain) 
interest in leasing the site for com-
mercial use. Yet suddenly Mosdos 
(which declined even to submit a 
proposal last year) is in a hurry to buy 
the site for far less than the value of 
the underlying land. (Mr. Eric Silver-
man’s apt analysis shows $3 million 
to be the minimum value of the land 
alone if the zoning were changed back 
to residential.)
 The BOE does have an obligation 
to the Mosdos students and their 
parents, as well as to the rest of the 
community. The students would be 
welcomed into the public schools 
with open arms, as would, I’m sure, 
those resident children who attend 
Ruffing, Hawken, University School, 
Beaumont, Communion of Saints, 
Hathaway Brown, Hebrew Academy, 
or any of the other private schools 
in the region. While they might be 
surprised, they would discover that 
they could and would receive a fine 
education in our district. (In fact, 
their participation might catapult it 
into a top spot nationally.) As to the 
rest of the community, the BOE has 
a duty to exercise good stewardship 
of the assets it holds on our behalf, 
and that  includes taking better care 
of both the Millikin School facility 
and the Severance stables. But does 
it include a sale to Mosdos under its 
proposed terms?
 Try this thought experiment: 
Suppose Hawken wanted to buy the 
Millikin site for a preK–3 school and of-
fered $600,000. Knowing that the land 
alone is valued at $3 million or more, 
should the BOE sell? What if Hawken 
offered $1 million? Heck, they’re well-
endowed, how about $2.5 million?
 Meanwhile, neighborhood resi-
dents fret about increased traffic if 
paid commercial office staff drive to 
and from work at the beginning and 
end of each shift, yet seem uncon-
cerned about the increased traffic that 
would result from the comings and 
goings of paid teachers, paid staff, and 
families and children at any operating 
school. In my experience, most office-
based commuters soon settle into a 
driving routine that gets them to work 
just a few minutes ahead of schedule. 
My observation of morning school 
trips, however, suggests that many 
families run chronically late.  Which 
group has more accidents? I wonder. 
 Perhaps we should all take a deep 
breath of fresh air and see if there 
isn’t some more constructive way 
forward. 

Sam Bell
Cleveland Heights 

Take a breath on 
Millikin discussion
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A plea to save 
Severance Woods

To the Editor:

Think of a favorite book you read with 
your parents as a young child, an actual 
book you could hold and share, some-
thing you will read with your own chil-
dren. Someday your children may read 
that very same book to their children, 
and when they do, they will think of you 
and the world you made for them. What 
kind of world will that be?
 Will your children walk to a neigh-
borhood school in the morning, and play 
with their friends on the way home? Or 
will they join the rat race at age four 
and ride a bus to a huge commuter 
school? Will they make new friends as 
young families move into your quiet, 
walkable neighborhood? Or will they 
watch friends leave as families move 
away from an empty building that was 
once a neighborhood school? Will they 
enjoy trees and flowers and wildlife, or 
will they shrink away from yet another 
sea of blacktop baking in the sun?
 When I moved to Cleveland 
Heights many years ago, the last thing 
I thought I would have to do is to make 
the case for preserving nature. After 
decades of environmental awareness, 
Earth Day, concern for the rain for-
est, and worry over global warming, I 
am astounded to hear plans—however 
tentative—to break through the Sever-
ance Woods, destroying one of the last 
vestiges of nature in our community, in 

order to turn a school building into a 
commercial building. Setting aside the 
controversy over Millikin School, the 
attitude that nature is of no importance, 
and can be casually paved over, shows a 
complete disregard for our community 
values. I think some soul searching is in 
order.
 The Severance Woods is the key 
to maintaining the peace and quiet of 
a huge section of Cleveland Heights. 
When Severance Mall was built, the 
community was led to believe that a 
wooded buffer would be maintained, 
to protect the peace and quiet of the 
neighborhood from the noise and traffic 
of the mall. Over the years, there have 
been many encroachments, each one 
a breach of faith with our community. 
Some years ago, the new post office 
broke all the way through, so now we 
have the noise of trucks in the wee hours 
of the morning. (People who live near 
the new Oakwood Commons are about 
to experience this for themselves.) A 
road from Severance Circle to Millikin 
would cut through the thickest part of 
the woods, effectively destroying any 
claim left to respecting nature and the 
peace of the community.
 If and when Millikin School is sold, 
the schools will want to sell the Sever-
ance Woods at the same time. I propose 
that the woods be designated as a nature 
preserve, with the advice of an organiza-
tion such as the Nature Conservancy, to 
be held in perpetuity for the good of all. 
Unlike Oakwood, the Severance Woods 
are already public land, no money would 
be needed to purchase it, no tax rev-
enues would be lost. Let there be no 

more encroachments—now or in the 
future—from the mall side or from the 
school side.
 Think about the land surround-
ing your local school. Once the school 
is closed or converted, how will the 
grounds be treated? Play area? Woods? 
Community garden? Or an expanded 
parking lot for office workers?
 Much has been made of the costs 
connected to the school facilities plan. 
But this misses the biggest cost to our 
community. The concern is not about 
the school budget, not about $40 mil-
lion to repair versus $200 million to 
replace. If we give up neighborhood 
schools, the cost is our way of life. If 
we pave over every last bit of nature, 
the cost is to our souls.
 Please attend the school board 
meetings and the facilities planning 
meetings, the city council and planning 
commission meetings, as well. Speak 
up for your values. What happens with 
the school properties will change our 
community forever. When you go home 
and your children ask “What did you do 
tonight,” what will you tell them?

Michael Morse 
Cleveland Heights

Millikin: It’s time to do 
the right thing
To the Editor: 

As a current eighth grade student in 
Mosdos Ohr Hatorah girls school, 
I strongly urge the CH-UH school 

board to sell Millikin to Mosdos Ohr 
HaTorah.
 There are many reasons why I think 
this will be beneficial to the student 
body of the school as well as for all the 
residents living in our community.
 Millikin has been a desolate and 
barren place since 2006. It’s dishearten-
ing to drive by and see such a beautiful 
school so deserted and neglected.
 As for the residents living in our 
community, it will increase property 
values. They will have a great school 
that their children can walk to. This 
will enhance the community and make 
Cleveland Heights a desirable place 
for many families to to move to from 
around the country.
 Besides the Mosdos boys division 
being in great need of a larger school, 
the Mosdos girls division, on South 
Taylor Road, recently had to rent the 
former liquor store in Severance Plaza 
to rehearse for their school play due to 
a lack of space at their school.
 This is totally unacceptable with 
Millikin sitting empty just a few blocks 
away!
 The school board should do the best 
possible thing and sell Millikin to this 
renowned private school so that once 
again the whole neighborhood can hear 
the sounds of children laughing, playing 
and learning.
 This is an obvious win-win situation 
for the school district, the residents of 
the community and, most importantly, 
the students.

Devorah Y. Cohen
Cleveland Heights

Judson Smart Living at Home offers you a complete range of services 
for living in your home, on your terms. Customize our services to your 
specifications, so you only pay for what you want, when you need it. Take the 
first step toward aging successfully in your own home and call us today. 

Reliable, Flexible and A!ordable

For details call Kendra at (216) 791-3211 or visit www.judsonsmartliving.org.
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Japanese and Malaysian 
Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Healing Reiki �erapy 

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village
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Perfect for people of all ages 
and levels of experience

!

LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND WWW.PHOEN IXCOFFEE .COM

2287 LEE ROAD 1854 COVENTRY ROAD

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 21, 2012
All board members were present.

Orthodox interest in Millikin School
Approximately 200 members of the Ortho-
dox Jewish community, including almost 50 
children, were in attendance to hear seven 
women and men address their frustration 
dealing with the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education regarding an offer 
by mosdos Ohr HaTorah School, a Jewish 
private school, to buy the closed millikin 
School building near Severance Town Center. 
Although they knew that city council is not in 
charge of selling the building, the speakers—
all parents of mosdos Ohr HaTorah School 
students —asked council members to communi-
cate with the board in support of the sale. They 
have offered $550,000 for the building, and 
intend to invest at least $1 million and open 
the playground and ball field to the public 
during nonschool hours.
 All council members responded positively 
to the group’s concern. mayor Edward Kelley 
summarized the discussion, saying that this is 
more than just an Orthodox Jewish issue, but 
that the community must work on this with the 
school board and superintendent. He said coun-
cil would write a letter to the board asking that 
they meet with council or with the mosdos par-
ent group. He said the council is willing to join 
with the group but must be careful and would 
not work out a deal with the school board.

Green zoning
Council heard a first reading of an ordinance to 

incorporate sustainable practices into the zoning 
code. This is the final phase of the green zoning 
process. Three hearings, prior to the second 
reading on April 18, will be held march 14 and 
April 11 in council chambers with the planning 
commission and march 26 at the community 
center with city council. mayor Edward Kelley 
commented that this has been a nearly two-year 
project, which has not been easy and will be 
revisited annually.

Cadwell property a nuisance
Council declared the property at 1799 Cadwell 
Ave. to be a nuisance and authorized abatement. 
During the public comment portion of the meeting, 
Laura marks, who lives across the street from the 
house, requested that it be deconstructed during 
demolition and that the lot become a pocket park. 
mayor Kelley responded that salvage is always 
done first and that the council will try to get the 
lot deeded to the city.

Thomas Malone
mayor Edward Kelley presented a certificate 
of appreciation to Thomas K. malone upon his 
retirement after 32 years of public service, 14 of 
them as Cleveland Heights finance director. This 
was malone’s last meeting prior to his retirement. 
Council members expressed their appreciation of 
malone’s dedication, integrity and skills in serv-
ing the city. The mayor commented that he had 
known the finance director since he (Kelley) was 
five years old, expressed delight that malone will 
remain in Cleveland Heights, and wished him and 
his wife health, happiness, and enjoyment of his 
retirement.

LWV observer: Blanche Valancy.

mARCH 5, 2012
All council members were present.

Cain Park anniversary
This year is the 75th anniversary of Cain Park, 
and the city is applying to the national Register of 
Historic Places to add the park to its roster.

Public meeting with FitzGerald
The town hall meeting with County Executive Ed 
FitzGerald can be viewed on the community ac-
cess channel on Time warner Cable.

Taylor Road
Council member Bonnie Caplan announced that 
the Taylor Road project should begin very soon, 
maybe early because of the good weather.

City-owned residential properties
Council authorized title transfer for the property 
at 887 Clarence Road to the current occupants 
in accordance with the settlement agreement 
authorized by the law director. This single-family 
house was donated to the city by Aurora Loan Ser-
vices, LLC. Through internal error, however, it was 
also sold to Pacific States Capital Corporation, 
which in turn sold the property on land contract 
to its current occupants.  Because the occupants 
bought and rehabilitated the house in good faith 
and Pacific States paid the land contract deposit 
funds to the city, the city will transfer the property 
to the occupants by quitclaim deed.
 Council authorized the sale of two other 
city-owned properties, which were rehabilitated 
with neighborhood Stabilization Program (nSP) 
funds, and also awarded down payment assis-
tance of $5,000 to each buyer:
• 950 Dresden Road, sold for $65,000
• 1035 Helmsdale Road, sold for $96,000

Sycamore nuisance properties
Council declared two properties to be nuisances 
and authorized abatement:
•  3212 Sycamore Road, which has had multiple 

quitclaim transfers since it was sold in June 
2007, has numerous violations inside and out 
and the taxes have not been paid since 2008. 
Rehabilitation would far exceed the assessed 
value of the property and it is to be razed at 
a cost of $13,000.

•  3221–3223 Sycamore Road, with similar 
circumstances as the above property, will cost 
$13,500 to raze and clean up.

LWV observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LwV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

Community input needed for transportation improvements
Mary Dunbar

Connecting the Heights and Univer-
sity Circle by alternative modes of 
transportation (i.e., bicycling, walking 
or taking the bus or rapid transit) is an 
important initiative for both Cleve-
land Heights and University Circle.
 Among the advantages of living 
in Cleveland Heights is its proximity 
to University Circle’s cultural attrac-
tions, its booming construction and 
job growth, and multiple transpor-
tation modes to downtown. But as 
University Circle continues to build, 
less space will be available for parked 
cars.   
 Partners in the Circle and the 
Heights are committed to finding 
ways to move more people between 
here and there by bicycle, mass transit 
or on foot. The Circle Heights Bicycle 
Network and Missing Links initiatives 
began in 2010 with a request from the 
Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC) for 
improved connections between Cleve-

land Heights and University Circle. 
The idea was quickly embraced by Ed 
Kelley, mayor of Cleveland Heights, 
and Chris Ronayne, president of 
University Circle Incorporated (UCI), 
and has been moving forward ever 
since.
 Supported by funding from the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinat-
ing Agency, Cleveland Heights and 
UCI, and with the participation of 
the Heights Bicycle Coalition and the 
City of Cleveland, a steering commit-
tee hired Baker Corporation, Parsons 
Brinkerhoff and City Architecture to 
develop plans for alternative modes of 
transportation between the Heights 
and University Circle, and in sur-
rounding areas.
 At this stage of the planning, 
the steering committee is asking for 
community input. Two public meet-
ing will be held to review plans for 
the Circle-Heights Missing Links 
initiative. The first meeting will be 
on Tuesday, April 17, at 7 p.m. at the 

Cleveland Heights Community Cen-
ter. The second meeting will be held 
on April 18, beginning at 5 p.m. at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
in University Circle.

Mary Dunbar is a member of the Cleve-
land Heights City Council and president 
of the Heights Bicycle Coalition.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

www.heightsobserver.org

 The field was whittled quickly, with 
seven teams eliminated in Round 2 and 
nine in Round 3. The whole event was 
over by 8:45 p.m., less than two hours 
after it began.
 Tom Schmida, who has taught 
for 40 years in the district and served 
half that time as president of the local 
teachers’ union, was honored at the 
event with this year’s Friend of Public 
Education Award. He will retire at the 
end of the school year.

Bob Rosenbaum, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent and Heights alumnus, was a member of 
the Heights Observer team, which was 
eliminated in Round 2 on sarsaparilla.

Bee continued from page 1
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Happy Hour!
Monday through Saturday

4 p.m. to Close
 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Expires May 31, 2012. Not valid with other offers 
or discounts. 1 per table. Valid for food only. At Cedar & Fairmount in 

Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Bring in this ad 
and get 15% off 
your food bill.

Custom floral design 

for over 60 years!

LOWERVILL F (216) 932-7550 E

2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 

24 hr. secure 
online ordering 
www.flowerville.net Michael Day 

Looking for a well-established, 
 

served Cleveland and all of 
 
 

 
Flowerville as 

I L L U S T R A T I O N

Ari M Warner 
- Illustrator 
- Fine Artist

(216) 554 0882
ari.m.warner@gmail.com
altpick.com/arimichael

Pet & Child Portraiture

Advertising, Album Art, Product 
Deve lopment , Web, L i te ra ture 
and more .

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 21, 2012
All council members were present.

Urban forestry management plan
Council approved, on emergency, an agreement 
with Thomas m. morgan for the development 
of the 2012 Urban Forestry management Plan 
for University Heights. The service director was 
looking for a contractor with a flexible schedule, 
reasonable rates, and a wealth of experience. 
The State Department of Forestry referred him 
to morgan, who has worked with Cleveland 
Heights and is a certified arborist. His task will 
be to review the city’s trees and determine which 
need to be trimmed, treated for disease or re-
moved. Council authorized a six-month $5,000 
contract, with an option to extend it for another 
six months. During the public comment portion 
of the meeting, Sheila Hubman, of Saybrook 
Road, asked why the contract for the Urban 
Forestry management Plan was presented “on 
emergency,” and what the process had been 
for selecting this contractor. Council responded 
that they want to begin assessing the trees now 
because they can hire tree services more cheaply 
during the winter, and to get a jump on trimming 
and treating trees.

Catch basins
Council approved a motion to advertise for bids 
to clean the catch basins for 2012. This annual 

program is needed to meet EPA requirements. The 
process includes vacuuming out and jet-cleaning 
the basins, storm sewers and sanitary sewers. Ap-
proximately one-third of the basins and sewers are 
cleaned each year. The county might begin offering 
sewer cleaning, so this bid is for one year with an 
option to renew.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

FEBRUARy 28, 2012

Executive session
The major portion of this meeting was held in 
executive session for the purpose of discussing 
the acquisition of real estate. Council likewise had 
adjourned into executive session for both the Feb. 
21 and Feb. 6 meetings.
 The observer was not present for the meeting. 
This information was obtained from nancy English, 
clerk of council.

mARCH 5, 2012
All council members were present.

Proposed park on Saybrook Road
Citing property values, stability of the neighbor-
hood, and availability of green space, several 
residents spoke in support of the proposed park 
on Saybrook Road on the former Fuchs mizrachi 
School property, which is for sale. They distributed 
flyers regarding a town hall meeting sponsored by 
mayor Susan Infeld on monday, march 12 at 7 
p.m. On the flyer, the mayor expressed her sup-

port, and that of council, for the proposed park, 
but maintained that she would not spend the tax 
dollars without affirmative citizen input. 

Senior services
Responding to an invitation from Councilwoman 
Susan Pardee, chair of the Civic Information Com-
mittee, resident Dr. Sarah wilder addressed senior 
adult services and distributed copies of her remarks. 
Her suggestions included 1) provide office space, 
a telephone, and specific office hours in city hall 
for the coordinator of senior services; 2) appoint 
a committee to help identify and seek a location 
for a senior adult center; 3) consider locating the 
center in a ground floor, currently vacant space, 
and request that space be donated; 4) consult with 
the county and the western Reserve Area Offices 
on Aging regarding activities and services and 
the possibility of funding for new centers; and 5) 
schedule an open forum in the next few months to 
seek input from residents about a new center and 
what programs and services should be offered. 
mayor Infeld noted that currently, in addition 
to weekly programs for seniors at the University 
Heights Library, Senior Coordinator walter Stinson 
has administrative support in city hall. Staff relays 
phone messages and arranges for confidential 
space for him to meet with residents.

Yard nuisance abatement bids
Council accepted the bid from Creekside Landscap-
ing for yard nuisance abatement. (Councilman 
Sims, who has a business relationship with the 
landscaping company, abstained from the vote.) 

Creekside’s bid was the lowest of two received 
and at the same price as their last two years of 
service. Residents are ultimately responsible for 
reimbursing costs. If they do not respond after 
three billings, the case is sent to the county and 
the amount is added to their tax bill.

Special waste collection
Special waste collection [on march 9 and 10] 
can include items such as oil-based paint, flam-
mable material, batteries, pesticides and herbi-
cides, mercury thermometers, computers and 
accessories, plastic and glass jars and bottles. 
The materials are transported to the Cuyahoga 
County solid waste collection point. There will 
be a second such collection later in the year. 
Residents are encouraged to use the special 
collection days but, if necessary, items may be 
dropped off at other times during regular city 
hall work hours.

Executive session
Council went into executive session immediately 
following this regular meeting for the purpose of 
discussing personnel, litigation and real estate 
matters.

LWV Observer: Patricia Solomon.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

Support for Saybrook Park expressed at UH town hall meeting
Jeff Coryell

At a March 12 town hall meeting hosted 
by Mayor Susan Infeld at Wiley Middle 
School, an audience of 51 University 
Heights residents expressed strong 
support for the city’s proposal to 
purchase the former Fuchs Mizrachi 

school to create new Saybrook Park. 
Fuchs Mizrachi, a Jewish day school, 
moved to Beachwood in 2010, closing 
its University Heights school.
 Joined onstage by Frankie Gold-
berg, vice mayor, and city council mem-
bers Pam Cameron, Tom Cozzens, and 
Adele Zucker, Mayor Infeld began the 
meeting with a few remarks about the 
proposal. She displayed a chart showing 
that University Heights is one of only a 
small handful among the 57 municipali-
ties in Cuyahoga County that currently 
lack a public park. She also cited state-
ments by experts that open green space 
has the effect of raising sale prices of 
nearby residential properties.
 Infeld explained that the purchase 
would be funded by using some of the 
$1.3 million surplus in revenues received 
by the city in 2011, and reported that 
the 85 residents who had contacted her 
by e-mail or phone were overwhelm-
ingly supportive of the proposal.
 Infeld declined to name the buyer’s 
asking price because the deal is cur-
rently under negotiation. She indicated 
that the current school building would 
be razed because of its obsolete design 
and asbestos content, but the parking 
facilities and playgrounds would be 

preserved. She said that the sale price 
and cost of demolition could both be 
paid from the available funds. The 
city would use the same personnel 
and equipment that mow boulevard 
medians to cut the grass, at a small ad-
ditional cost.
 Most of the meeting was devoted 
to public comments and the response 
was strongly supportive. At one point, 
Mayor Infeld asked for a show of hands 
and only one attendee indicated op-
position to the plan. Several residents 
pointed out that yards in University 
Heights tend to be small, and no public 
open green space for walking and recre-
ation currently exists. Some residents 
suggested facilities they would like to 
see at the new park, including a com-
munity garden, nature center, activity 
center, wood shop, art studio, sports 
fields and walking paths.
 Margaret Conti, of nearby North-
wood Road, pointed out that younger 
families with children would be drawn 
to live in the area with the addition 
of the park. Cindy Rose, of Saybrook 
Road, said she is 100 percent for it 
because she wants to have more green 
space, fresh air and flowers instead of 
more condos and apartments. A few 

residents questioned spending money 
on the park when the city faces future 
cuts in revenues from the state, and 
money is needed for streets and up-
grading city hall. The mayor said she 
intended to make sure that the park is a 
low-cost operation, and promised that 
she would form a citizen committee to 
oversee the planning process for the 
park.
 Residents asserted that acquisition 
of Saybrook Park “speaks to the kind 
of community this will be for years 
to come.” Many agreed that the city 
needs a place where the community 
can congregate, that the park has the 
potential to become a centerpiece of 
the community, and that UH can be a 
city with not just beautiful homes, but 
also a beautiful park. 

Jeff Coryell is a visual artist, writer and 
community activist. He is a member of 
the boards of FutureHeights and Reaching 
Heights, and of the steering committee of the 
Sustainable Heights Network.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

www.heightsobserver.org



Heights Observer April 3, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org7

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn

Our customized lawn care program 
and lawn renovation services make 
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today. 

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

• Lawn renovation and 
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional 
lawn fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and 
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing 

• Lawn aeration and 
thatch removal 

• Weekly lawn maintenance

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the 
appearance of your yard? 

Are you tired of calling an 
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?

Are you frustrated with 
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?

Lawn Lad. Passionately 
committed to making 

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best. 
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Reversing disinvestment begins with changing 
residents’ perceptions

Deanna Bremer Fisher

About 10 years ago, Harvey Garrett 
purchased a house near the vibrant 
Elmwood commercial district in Buf-
falo, New York. But it was on the wrong 
side of Richmond Avenue. Prices of 
homes on one side of the street sold for 
upwards of $200,000, while on his side 
some homes sold for $2,000.
 Garrett decided that he needed 
to do something. What he and his 
neighbors did was the subject of his 
talk, “Reversing Disinvestment in Our 
Community,” at the FutureHeights 
annual meeting on March 20. Garrett 
described how, in 10 years, the West Side 
Community Collaborative (WSCC), an 
unofficial coalition of individuals and 
organizations, tripled home sale prices 
and created the fastest-growing real 
estate market in Buffalo.
 Vince Reddy, a member of the Fu-
tureHeights Board of Directors, set the 
stage for Garrett’s talk by sharing recent 
census data. Several statistics, including 
a 42.6 percent drop in the median home 
sale price from 2006 to 2011, an increase 
in poverty levels, and an increase in 
the percentage of homes occupied by 
renters, show that Cleveland Heights, 
in particular, has been hit hard by the 
current economic recession and shows 
signs of significant disinvestment.
 Board member Judi Miles added 
a personal side to the story when she 
described three houses on her street 
that have been vacant for more than 
three years. Miles said that neighbors 
have tried to maintain the properties 
by mowing lawns and parking cars in 
the driveways, but the houses continue 
to sit vacant, deteriorate and plummet 
in value. “What more can we do?” she 
asked.
 Garrett’s talk provided some of 
the answers. “What was really holding 
our neighborhood back?” he asked. “It 
wasn’t the foreclosure crisis or some 
other uncontrollable market forces. It 
was the neighbors themselves.”
 He found an attitude of self-created 
and perpetuated disempowerment, a 
culture of waiting for someone else to 
fix the problem, and intense anger that 
no one was coming to do it. “People had 
low expectations and a lack of apprecia-
tion for the neighborhood’s strengths 
and assets,” he said. “The cycle of disin-
vestment had created a blighted appear-
ance, and a host of crime and quality of 
life issues became the norm.”
 “So how could we reverse disinvest-
ment?” asked Garrett. “We created a 
plan that was driven by ‘us’ rather than 
‘them.’ Crime and blight were adversely 
affecting investment in properties, and 
perception is everything. So we had to 
abate crime and blight, block by block, 
in order to spark revitalization and at-
tract private investment.
 “Vacant properties were our as-
sets. We had affordable housing and we 
needed to create more homeownership 
to stabilize the neighborhood. Valuing 
the historic character of our properties 
helped,” said Garrett.
 WSCC worked from its area of 
strength, Richmond Avenue. In the first 
year, the group wiped out crime and 
blight in the first block. It boarded up 

and painted houses, planted flowers and 
mowed grass. The second year it moved 
to the next block, continually expanding 
its area of strength. WSCC followed 
up with investing in the housing stock 
on the previous blocks and working to 
increase home ownership.
 WSCC reported successes as it 
went along. “We focused resources 
geographically and built collaborations,” 
said Garrett. “Small successes brought 
larger successes. Everyone wants to 
work with you—block clubs, the police, 
the district attorney, realtors—when you 
can make them look successful, rather 
than complaining or blaming them.”
 “The lessons we learned were many,” 
said Garrett. “We learned to stop wait-
ing for someone else to fix the problem. 
Blaming everyone else created immedi-
ate disempowerment to do anything. We 
started taking responsibility for every-
thing—trees, sidewalks, vacant houses, 
corner stores, parks and schools.”
 In order to change perceptions of 
the neighborhood—both inside and 
out—WSCC had to market the neigh-
borhood, market the plan and market 
the progress it was making.
 “You’ve got to show people, don’t 
just tell them,” said Garrett. “Show 
people that the kids won’t pull up the 
flowers, show people that it’s OK to 
remove graffiti or board up a vacant 
house.”
 In ten years, WSCC created block 
clubs, started a diversity festival, created 
the Buffalo Immigrant and Refugee 
Empowerment Coalition, and fostered 
feelings of ownership, pride and opti-
mism. The group repurposed more than 
100 vacant properties (and influenced 
hundreds more), saved dozens of houses 
from imminent demolition and started 
the West Side Housing Partnership. 
WSCC launched the Urban Roots Gar-
den Center and began redevelopment of 
a neighborhood commercial district. In 
2004, WSCC won a national award for 
crime abatement.
 To see slides from the meeting, visit 
www.heightsobserver.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Fences
Patios
Decks
Plantings

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky      (216) 321-7729

April Tasting and Music Events
4/6  Music by Oldboy/wine & beer tasting 
4/7 Happy Holidays
4/13 &14 Pacific NW wine tasting weekend
4/14 Coffee 101 with Phoenix Coffee
4/21 Organic & Bio-dynamic wine tasting
 (Friends of Heights Library Fund Raiser)

4/28 Coffee 102 with Phoenix Coffee
4/28 Wine and Cupcakes

Check out our website or facebook 
for full event details  —

thewinespotonline.com
2271 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
e info@thewinespotonline.com  p 216.342.3623

Your spot  
for retail  
Wine & Beer

FACEBOOK/SWEETIEFRY 
YELP/SWEETIEFRY

 

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

BONELLI CEMENT

Concrete - Brick & Block Work -

Basement Waterproofing - Patios -

Porches - Tuckpointing - Custom

216-338-9927

BonelliCement@gmail.com

WWW.BONELLICEMENT.NET

Harvey garrett at the FutureHeights annual 
meeting.
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2500 Kemper Rd. Shaker Heights   (216) 791 - 2800
Cleveland Skating Club Summer Camps 

Multi-Sport 
(Full & Half Day)
June 11 - August 10
8:00am - 4:00pm 
Ages 5-12 

Tennis Camp 
(Mornings) 
June 11 - August 17
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Ages 6-14

Squash Camp 
June 4 - June 29 
10:30am - 2:30pm 
Ages 7 - 14

Skate Great Camp 
June 9 - August 3 
10:00am - 3:00pm 
Ages 5 - 10

For Camp: Aaron Ingley, Camp ext. 254
aingley@clevelandskatingclub.org

For Membership: Emily Goodyear, 
Membership ext. 212 egoodyear@clevelandskatingclub.org

CSC believes that sporting
involvement at a young age could lead to a 
lifetime of healthy living and smart 
lifestyle choices. Our Camps work to 
introduce and strengthen sporting skills, 
in an entertaining and positive 
environment.   

Tennis, Squash, Swimming, Fitness, In-line 
Skating, and Game Play: Kick the Can, 
Capture the Flag, Soccer, Basketball, Gymnastics.

FutureHeights trains future leaders

Chris Hanson

A free neighborhood leadership-train-
ing event will be held on April 28 at 
Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian. 
FutureHeights will help participants 
learn how to identify community issues, 
recruit neighbors and take action at 
the neighborhood level. Chris McKee 
from the Mahoning Valley Organizing 
Collaborative (MVOC), and Trevelle 
Harp, of the Northeast Ohio Alliance 
for Hope (NOAH), will share their 
extensive knowledge about community 
organizing.
 Most people, if not all, want a 
neighborhood that is inviting, desirable, 
beautiful, and accommodating to every-
one’s needs. In addition to help from 
the community, it takes vision to make 
this happen. Neighborhood leadership 
and creating that vision are at the core 

New appraisals expected for Millikin
Kim Sergio Inglis 

On March 13, the Cleveland Heights 
board of education announced it is 
requesting a new appraisal of the Mil-
likin school property, to be based on 
“the best use of the land under current 
zoning code.” The board discussed the 
potential sale of the property during a 
closed executive session on March 12.
 David Walter, the appraiser who 
performed the original appraisal in 2005, 
recommended the district utilize the 
services of a company other than his to 
obtain the new appraisal. According to 
Stephen Shergalis, director of admin-
istrative services for the CH-UH City 
School District, “The district sought and 
obtained a proposal from Charles M. 
Ritley Associates. In their proposal they 
have committed to providing the appraisal 
report to the district by May 7.”
 Alan Rapoport is an attorney rep-
resenting Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, the 
Orthodox Jewish school that is seek-
ing to purchase the Millikin property. 
He called the announcement from the 
board “a very positive development.”
 Mosdos Ohr Hatorah’s most recent 
offer of $550,000 for Millikin was made 
in mid-December. Shergalis stated, 
“Mosdos Ohr Hatorah’s interest in the 
Millikin property prompted the board 
of education to reassess the building’s 
value. Property values have declined in 
recent years, and the board wanted to 
assess whether Mosdos’s offer was a fair 
price for the facility.”
 “Mosdos has commissioned its own, 
independent appraisal,” Rapoport said, 
“and hopes at some point to be able to 
negotiate a reasonable purchase price. It 
has to be fair, one that both parties agree 
to, and it must be perceived as fair by the 
public. We’d like it to be a win-win.”
 The Millikin property consists 
of two parcels. In the 2005 appraisal, 
Parcel #1 is described as 2.67 mostly 
wooded acres that include a 4,500-sq.-
foot storage stable (from the Severance 
estate). Parcel #2 comprises 8.27 acres 
and a 37,000-sq.-foot school building. 
Together the two parcels make up the 

of making a noticeable difference. As 
a Japanese proverb suggests, “Vision 
without action is a daydream, and action 
without vision is a nightmare.”
 McKee’s organization, MVOC, 
holds training events throughout Ohio. 
These sessions are designed to teach 
new leadership techniques; show how 
to weave one’s faith and values into 
practical action; examine the role of 
power and self-interest in community 
organizing; and find a way of working 
on systemic issues of social justice, all 
of which helps strengthen the local 
organization and the community. (See 
www.mvorganizing.org/involved/training 
for more information.)
 Harp’s organization, NOAH, 
typically focuses first on organizing as 
block clubs. Through intensive listening 
campaigns to identify issues that the 
community feels are most important, 
NOAH then helps residents organize 
to act on those issues. Successful com-
munity events have included round 
table discussions between residents 
and officials of East Cleveland, Fresh 
Foods for East Cleveland, and helping to 
organize people around the abandoned 
and vacant housing in that city.
 Space is limited. RSVP by calling 
216-320-1423 or visiting www.future-
heights.org.
 Support for this free program is 
provided by the Cyrus Eaton Founda-
tion. All that is needed are leaders. Step 
forward now.

Chris Hanson is a senior in the Urban Studies 
program at Cleveland State University, a 
consultant at The Urban Cash Cow, and an 
intern at FutureHeights.

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT  

PHONE: 216-321-7889 

    

From Tuesday, April 24th through Saturday, April 28th,  
a percent of the proceeds from all pink manicures,   
pedicures, and rose oil massages will go towards  

supporting breast cancer research. 
Come pamper yourself while  helping a great cause! 
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Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote

Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

!"#$%&#'()

$*+t%-."/0%

4423'

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

Coit’s Growing
in your neighborhood

Healthy Produce. Healthy People. Healthy Connections.

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

10.93-acre Parcel #3.
 The Millikin property is zoned (A) 
Single Family, and the school was des-
ignated a “conditionally permitted use.” 
The 2005 appraisal envisioned rezoning 
the entire property to “medium density 
housing,” and stated of Parcel #1, “Based 
on discussions with Cleveland Heights 
City Planning officials, rezoning this 
parcel to medium density residential use, 
either S-1 or MF-3, is likely.” The widely 
cited $2.4 million valuation of the entire 
property was based in part on Parcel #1 
being thus rezoned, with a sales compari-
son value of $545,700. The estimated sales 
comparison value of $1,852,600 for Parcel 
#2 was based on “continuing to use the 
school building until market demand war-
rants re-zoning and re-development.”
 The 2005 appraisal also included a 
less-cited valuation of the property “as 
currently zoned,” i.e., (A) Single Family. 
Calculated using that zoning designa-
tion, in 2005 the value of Parcel #3 was 
estimated at $874,400, with Parcel #1 
at $213,600 and Parcel #2 at $661,600.
 According to Shergalis, Millikin was 
built in 1954, and opened as an elementary 
school that same year. It closed in June 
2006. Since then, it has been used as stor-
age space for excess district furniture and 
equipment. It has never been leased.
 Rapoport points out that “the 2005 
appraisal doesn’t look at current condi-
tions. The building has had seven more 
years to deteriorate.” With the new esti-
mate, Rapoport said, “The board is doing 
what we’re doing—trying to make sure 
the property sells at a price that makes 
sense today. The school board is acting 
prudently by getting a new appraisal.”
 Shergalis said, “The district is re-
quired by law to put district property up 
for public auction before it can negoti-
ate a sale privately.” He added, “If the 
board elects to sell the building, then 
the sale would be open to any entity 
that wished to purchase the building, 
including Mosdos.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in Cleveland 
Heights.



Heights Observer April 3, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org9

CoMMUniTy neWS

Be real COOL this summer! 
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Hannheatingcooling.com

216-932-9755

Bonded
 Insured 
OH LIC 
#24462 

HEATING  

    COOLING

             PLUMBING 
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Mention this 
discount when 

scheduling. 
Tune-up allows 

for 45 minutes of 
labor per system; 

parts and labor 
for repairs 

additional. Valid 
during normal 

workday hours 
(M-F; 8-3:30). 

One discount per 
visit. Excludes 
non-standard 

and attic 
A/C systems.  

Expires 
7/31/2012

HEIGHTS FRAME & ART
Custom Picture Framing

2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

The right start 
      lasts a lifetime
NOW ENROLLING FOR 

FALL 2012
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Schedule a visit  to learn about
our individualized curriculum
and unique team approach.
Call Educational Director 
Barbara Streeter at (216) 929-0194.
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Hanna Perkins School

FutureHeights inducts 13 to Innovator’s CirclePack 36 visits the Observer

on March 6, three Tiger Cub members of Pack 36 of Forest Hill Church visited the FutureHeights 
office to learn about the Heights Observer and how the newspaper is put together. They were satis-
fying one of the 15 requirements for becoming Tiger Cubs. The scouts earned their Bobcat badges 
in october and are working on their Tiger badges. Pictured are (l-r) Ben Shaw, Wyatt gisel and 
Cameron goines.

Chris Hanson 

At its annual meeting on March 20, Fu-
tureHeights inducted 13 new members 
to the Innovator’s Circle, an honorary 
group that recognizes the actions and 
dedication of individuals who give their 
vision and energy to make the Heights 
the best communities they can be.
 “This year, FutureHeights chose to 
recognize leaders in the movement to 
ensure that Cleveland Heights remained 
a vibrant and integrated community,” 
said Deanna Bremer Fisher, executive 
director of FutureHeights. “When Af-
rican Americans began moving into the 
Heights in the 1960s and 70s, there was 
a lot of fear that our community would 
become resegregated and that our 
housing stock would deteriorate. These 
individuals, and many others, organized 
to work against fear and prejudice. It is 
through their efforts that we have the 
wonderful and diverse community that 
we have today.”
 Although there were many indi-
viduals and groups involved in these 
efforts, and further research is needed, 
FutureHeights recognized the following 
individuals this year:
•  Suzanne Nigro, Lana Cowell, Jeanne 

Martin Diamond, Nancy Cappelletti 
and Linda Johnston, who led the Saint 
Ann’s Social Action Housing Commit-
tee to conduct an audit of real estate 
practices in the Heights. The group’s 
grassroots study proved what many 
had suspected, that 10 real estate 
companies operating in the Heights 
were discriminating against African 
Americans and that seven of the 10 
were steering African Americans to 
only certain Heights neighborhoods 
and whites away from all Heights 
neighborhoods. The results of the 
audit caught media attention, and 
focused more community efforts on 
integration and fair housing.

•  Harry Fagan, who was a member of 
the Commission on Catholic Com-
munity Action, which supported the 
audit, and a member of the Carmelite 
Group, a group of religious leaders, 
dedicated to social justice, who met 
in the basement of the Carmelite 
Monastery at the corner of Lee Road 
and Fairmount Boulevard. The Car-
melite Group was the forerunner of 
the Heights Interfaith Council. Fagan 
was the first director of the Heights 
Community Congress, a community 
group dedicated to fair housing.

•  Bernice Lott, Betty Nelson and Doris 
Allen, who founded the Committee 
to Improve Community Relations, 
a group of African Americans that 
worked to educate the public, the 
city and the school district about 
African-American youth. The com-
mittee was formed after an incident 
at the YMCA/YWCA on Lee Road, 

during which white youths assaulted a 
group of African-American teens with 
metal poles. The police responded and 
disrupted the assault, but returned the 
weapons to the perpetrators. Allen 
volunteered as a tester for the Saint 
Ann’s Audit. Lott became president 
of the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education.

•  The Reverend Ned Edwards, a former 
pastor of Forest Hill Church, Presbyte-
rian, who was a founder of the Heights 
Interfaith Council; a supporter of the 
Forest Hill Church Housing Corpora-
tion, which later became the Home 
Repair Resource Center; and the sec-
ond president of the board of directors 
of Heights Community Congress.

•  Charles Ault, who was the first presi-
dent of the board of the Forest Hill 
Church Housing Corporation, and 
brought his knowledge of financial 
institutions to bear on the efforts to 
create programs to keep Heights hous-
ing stock in good repair.

•  John Boyle III, who was the mayor 
of Cleveland Heights when the city 
adopted its Nine-Point Plan, which 
institutionalized many of the recom-
mendations of the Saint Ann’s Audit 
report. This included a preferred real 
estate program, a Heights housing 
service, and the enforcement of the 
fair housing law.

•  Susanna Niermann O’Neil, who be-
gan her career as a staff member for 
the Heights Community Congress’s 
housing services. Niermann O’Neil 
said that, in 1976, Harry Fagan con-
vinced her to join the staff at Cleve-
land Heights City Hall, where “she 
might do some good.” She continues 
to lead the city’s community relations 
department and is now assistant city 
manager.

 “The Heights is a unique place, 
home to many dedicated and talented 
individuals. The challenges that our 
community faces now may be differ-
ent from the challenges we faced in 
the 1970s,” said Bremer Fisher, “but 
those who came before us have shown 
us the way. I’m confident that we can 
overcome our difficulties and remain 
a vibrant, integrated and sustainable 
community far into the future.”
 To learn more about this era in 
Heights history, visit www.chhistory.org/
FeatureStories.php?Story=StruggleForFairH
ousing. FutureHeights and the Cleveland 
Heights Historical Society are continu-
ing to research this subject. If you have 
information or would like to be inter-
viewed, please send an e-mail to info@
futureheights.org or call 216-320-1423.

Chris Hanson is a senior in the Urban Studies 
program at Cleveland State University, a 
consultant at The Urban Cash Cow, and an 
intern at FutureHeights.
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It’s true. 

Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 
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Local business and college faculty partner to raise cancer research funds
Kimberly Hill

For many families, nothing hits closer to 
home than a cancer diagnosis for a loved 
one. Breast cancer is the most frequently 
diagnosed of the cancers, and just about 
everyone can tell a story about a mother, 
sister, partner, daughter, wife or neighbor 
who has been touched by this disease. 
While it’s a very personal situation for 
each individual affected, efforts to dis-
cover better diagnosis, treatment—and 
eventually a cure—for breast cancer must 
be conducted on a large scale. This kind 
of research costs money, lots of it.
 With an eye toward the local and the 
global, a group of Cuyahoga Community 
College faculty has come together to 
raise money for large-scale breast cancer 
research studies. They will do this in 
partnership with a Cleveland Heights 
business. The “We Pink We Can” team 
is joining arms with Quintana’s Barber 
& Dream Spa to give customers a way to 
contribute to an important cause while 
enjoying the services of a salon that has 
won awards from FutureHeights and 
Cleveland’s Scene magazine.
 “It’s a win-win for everyone in-
volved,” said Dawn Mongullezzi Quin-
tana, the spa’s co-owner. “We’re glad to 
return 5 percent of every Think Pink 
manicure, pedicure, and rose oil mas-
sage from Tuesday, April 24 through 

Saturday, April 28 to the team.” In return, 
Tri-C faculty members, including Stacey 
Souther, Ashlee Brand, Angela Mensah 
and Mary Ward, will add these donations 
to the money they are raising in prepara-
tion for the Susan G. Komen 3-Day Walk 
to be held in Cleveland this August.
 “Each of us has her own reasons 
for training and fundraising,” said team 
co-captain Souther. “In my case, one of 
those reasons actually arose after I started 
working on the event.” Souther’s mother-
in-law was diagnosed just last month 
with early-stage breast cancer. “When I 
decided to participate, I had no idea how 
quickly it would become personal.”
 Souther is a devoted Cleveland 
Heights resident. In fact, her husband, 
Mark Souther, a faculty member at 
Cleveland State University, was one of 
the driving forces behind the establish-
ment of the Grant Deming’s Forest Hill 
neighborhood as a historic district. The 
value of community partnership runs 
deep in the family, as it does for all We 
Pink We Can team members and their 
supporters.
 One supporter is Ann Donkin, a 
breast cancer survivor. As a member of 
the Patient and Family Advisory Council 
at University Hospital’s Seidman Cancer 
Center, Donkin reminds everyone that it 
is not only cancer patients who bear the 
brunt of the disease. “Caregivers—those 

family members, neighbors, friends, and 
healthcare workers who stand with those 
battling breast cancer—have important 
self-care needs, too.”
 Quintana’s is also offering a “Care 
for the Caregivers” special. The spa will 
donate 5 percent of the value of gift 
certificates purchased for the featured 
Think Pink services will be from April 
24–28. Those purchasing gift certificates 
can give them to friends, family mem-
bers, and healthcare professionals who 
devote their time and energy to caring 
for those undergoing breast cancer 
treatment.

holiday party for the neighborhood.
 It wasn’t all festivities and fun, as the 
neighbors at the party realized that they 
shared many interests and ideas. Just as 
Batman might answer to the challenges 
faced in Gotham, CPNA is inspired by 
Mayor Ed Kelley’s call to “take back our 
streets.” The neighbors agreed that they 
were onto something much larger than 
a onetime block party—it was time to 
band together for the good of the com-
munity. “It’s remarkable what happens 
when you have a room full of passionate 
people,” said Kinsella.
 “When you get down to it, fear in 
one form or another is almost always at 
the core of hatred and violence,” said 
Whitehouse. “Many people these days 
are dealing with some very complex 
struggles involving loss, devastation, 
insecurity, abandonment and more. 
Unfortunately, we’ve seen some violent 
examples of how that can play out in 
the Heights, but we as citizens have a 
choice—become paralyzed in fear that 
the neighborhood is no longer safe, 

CH Mite A2 hockey team wins division

heroes continued from page 1

on Feb. 11, the Cleveland Heights Mite A2 team clinched the division championship with an unde-
feated record of 7-0-3 in the Cleveland Suburban Hockey League. For some of these seven and eight 
year olds, this season was their first time playing on a travel team. The Heights Mite A2s are coached 
by former Heights High hockey player Mike Bauman (‘85), and Alex Kinkopf.

or do something constructive to help 
ensure that the neighborhood remains 
safe. We’ve chosen the latter.”
 At various points in the past, all of 
the streets had been part of organized 
block groups. But none had actu-
ally been created around Cain Park. To 
make the job of organizing everyone 
easier, CPNA takes advantage of several 
available options. “We use two social 
media outlets,” explained Titas. “The 
first is the Cain Park Neighborhood 
Association on Facebook. Anyone in 
the world can see that and participate 
in it. We also use Nextdoor.com for the 
actual neighborhood, only the streets 
surrounding the park. That site requires 
that participants live on one of these 
four streets in order to join.”
 “In addition to the social media, 
we have been delivering fliers, door to 
door, announcing the next meeting’s 
date, time and location, as well as our 
agenda,” said Kinsella.
 CPNA has also taken advantage of 
city hall as a meeting space, which it uses 

on the third Thursday of every month, at 
7:30 p.m. “We have been very impressed 
with, and appreciative of, the level of sup-
port and interest that we have received 
from the City of Cleveland Heights, the 
police, and city council. We have been 
encouraged every step of the way; this 
has bolstered and validated our efforts,” 
continued Kinsella.
 CPNA focuses on three areas: 
neighborhood concerns, such as polic-
ing and housing; tangible neighborhood 
improvements; and building community. 
In order to address the first, CPNA 
invited Police Officer Jeremy Young 
and Council Member Jason Stein to 
its first meeting to respond to ques-
tions from the group. Stein has since 
agreed to become the association’s 
council representative. Realizing that 
some neighborhood improvements are 
long-term, CPNA plans to advocate 
for increased lighting and signage, and 
is “pleased to hear of plans for a splash 
park in the old wading pool,” according 
to Titas. Building community “might 

 To participate, call the spa at 
216-321-7889 to book an appointment. 
“Make it a fun outing and book for 
yourself and a friend,” suggested Quin-
tana. The We Pink We Can team will be 
supplying special snacks for spa patrons 
who have appointments during “Think 
Pink” week. Souther said, “We want 
people to have fun while taking care 
of themselves and helping to advance 
research that benefits us all.”

Kimberly Hill teaches English at Cuyahoga 
Community College and has lived in Cleve-
land Heights since 1984.

be the most important, but easiest to 
achieve—with events like block parties 
and picnics. We’ve also talked about pro-
grams that have worked in other cities 
involving artists revitalizing abandoned 
and foreclosed properties,” he added.
 When asked about advice for oth-
ers wanting to organize their neighbor-
hoods, CPNA members responded,“Just 
do it. Chances are, your neighbors care 
just as much about your neighborhood 
as you do.” They also encourage oth-
ers to talk with city officials, who were 
willing to help CPNA in every way pos-
sible.
 Whitehouse said, “The ingredients 
are all there: interesting possibilities, 
good ideas, dedication and a desire 
to do something productive. On their 
own, it’s odds and ends in the baking 
cupboard. Together, it’s tiramisu.”
 More than ever, it is important for 
our neighborhoods to be organized 
and connected face to face. Kinsella 
explained, “Grassroots, community-
based efforts have always been power-
ful agents of change, and we feel that 
this is especially true today. Perhaps it 
is globalization backlash, but it seems 
that, increasingly, people generally want 
to feel engaged and empowered. The 
best way to tap into this is to become 
involved on a local, or in our case, a 
hyper-local level.”

Chris Hanson is a senior in the Urban Studies 
program at Cleveland State University, a 
consultant at The Urban Cash Cow, and an 
intern at FutureHeights.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

www.heightsobserver.org
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CoMMUniTy neWS

Holy!Week!and!Easter!Worship!

!"#$!%&n(")*!+,-i#!1!
Worship!at!8:30,!9:30!&!11:00!a.m.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
6:30!p.m.!Catalyst!!
!

01#)!2h&-s(")*!+,-i#!5!
12:00!p.m.!Chapel!service!with!
!!!!!Holy!Communion!

7:00!p.m.!!Dramatic!presentation!
!!!!!!of!the!Last!Supper!with!Holy!!
!!!!!Communion!
!

611(!7-i(")*!+,-i#!8!!
7:00!p.m.!!Combined!service!with!!
!!!!!Church!of!the!Redeemer!!!(2420!S.!Taylor!Rd.,!!
!!!!!Cleveland!Hts.)!
!

01#)!%"t&-(")*!+,-i#!7!
7:00!p.m.!!The!Easter!Vigil!keeps!watch!over!the!
!!!!!darkness.!

;"ste-!%&n(")*!+,-i#!=!
6#1-i1&s!;"ste-!>1-shi,!"t!=?@A*!9?@A!"n(!11?AA!"C$C!!
D-C!Eh"-#es!DC!F11st*!%eni1-!!"st1-*!,-e"chinH?!

“A!God"Sized!Vision!for!You”!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!

6:30!a.m.!Sunrise!Service!at!Lakeview!Cemetery!
6:30!p.m.!Catalyst!

Eh&-ch!1I!the!%"Ji1&-!!
Knite(!Leth1(ist!

2537!Lee!Rd.,!Cleveland!Heights!!
(one!block!north!of!Fairmount!Blvd.)!
(216)!321"8880!!!!!!www.chsaviour.org!

input, the district began working on an 
Option C. According to the district, 
Option C is “a final plan design that 
supports the community’s educational 
needs and fiscal realities.” 
Option C consists of the following:  
•  Cleveland Heights High School (grades 

9–12) located on the existing site. The 
historic core of the building, which 
was built in 1925, the football stadium 
and the swimming pool would be 
preserved and renovated; post-1925 
additions would be demolished, and 
new space added.

•  Three intermediate schools (grades 
4–8) located on the existing middle 
school sites: Wiley, Monticello and 
Roxboro. The historic cores of Rox-
boro and Monticello middle schools 
would be preserved, the many addi-
tions would be demolished, and new 
space added. Grades 4, 5 and 6 would 
be physically separated from grades 7 
and 8. Wiley Middle School would be 
demolished and rebuilt.

•  Four primary schools (grades preK–3) 
would be located in the renovated 
Roxboro, Canterbury, Oxford and 
Boulevard buildings. Some of the in-
teriors would be remodeled for flexible 
learning spaces.

•  Noble Elementary, Gearity Profes-
sional Development and Fairfax El-
ementary schools would close.

 The district presented Option C 
to the Citizens Facility Committee, 
a group of community members that 
the district convened two years ago, on 
March 20, and has scheduled a series 
of community meetings at all of the 
district’s seven elementary schools in 
March and April to gather more input 
and refine the design. The remaining 
meetings are:
•  April 3, Oxford Elementary, 939 Quil-

liams Road, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
•  April 4, Canterbury Elementary, 2530 

Canterbury Road, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
•  April 5, Boulevard Elementary, 1749 

Lee Road, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
•  April 18, Cleveland Heights High 

School Social Room, 13263 Cedar 
Road, 6:30–8:30 p.m. (Childcare and 
refreshments will be provided.) 

 All meetings are open to the pub-
lic. At the April 18 meeting, the district 
intends to present a single school facili-
ties plan and a financing plan.
 For more information about the 
district’s master facilities planning pro-
cess, visit http://chuhfacilitiesmasterplan.
wordpress.com/, https://www.facebook.
com/CHUHFacilitiesMasterPlan, and 
https://twitter.com/CHUHmasterplan.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

facilities continued from page 1

Cedar Fairmount

Only the leaves were missing today, noted illustrator Ralph Solonitz.

sought to preserve the Oakwood prop-
erty as green space and turn it into a 
park. Mentch describes the commercial 
development of Oakwood as “a failure of 
the city government.” She added, “The 
city governments in Cleveland Heights, 
South Euclid and University Heights 
need to think regionally and creatively. All 
thriving cities have the proper balance of 
green space, residential and commercial 
areas. These struggling suburbs have lost 
this proper balance.”
 The press releases of both First 
Interstate and Walmart cite the “full 
line of groceries” that the new Walmart 
Supercenter will offer. John Zagara, presi-
dent of Zagara’s Marketplace & Zagara’s 
Catering in Cleveland Heights, said that 
for now he is taking a wait-and-see ap-
proach to determining what impact the 
new store will have on his business. “My 
inclination is to believe that the people 
who want to shop at big superstores 

oakwood continued from page 1

are doing it already. I think many of my 
customers want a higher quality of food 
than supercenters can provide.”
 Zagara continued, “I believe any 
company has the right to open for busi-
ness and compete in any market. With 
that said, Walmart is in a class by itself. 
As many articles and books written on 
the subject have shown, Walmart simply 
doesn’t care what damage is left in its 
wake. Asking developers to build gar-
gantuan retail space, to later abandon 
the property, while still paying rent, is 
reckless. Remodeling space instead, and 
helping to build a business community 
to serve a population is such a foreign 
thought to big box retailers like Walmart 
that it is only accomplished with a very 
big legal stick.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in Cleveland 
Heights.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

www.heightsobserver.org

Rockefeller’s to host ‘dinner 
in the dark’ charity meal
Bob Rosenbaum

Rockefeller’s Restaurant in Cleveland 
Heights has been selected to host the 
next “Dinner in the Dark” event, on 
Monday, April 16.
 Dinner in the Dark raises funds 
for local causes by offering a monthly  
mystery meal created by six notable 
chefs from the region, hosted at a 
different location each time. The meal 
consists of six courses accompanied by 
“a carefully selected wine or artisan 
cocktail,” according to promotional 
material.
 Running for about a year-and-a-
half, the event has involved chefs from 
such restaurants as Lola, Light Bistro, 
Bar Cento, Crop Bistro & Bar, Umami 
and The Greenhouse Tavern, to name 
just a few.
 While the April location is set, 
the menu and identity of the chefs 
won’t be released until the day of the 
event—described on the Dinner in 
the Dark website as: “An impromptu 

dinner . . . offering you no idea of what 
you will eat or drink or who will be 
cooking for you. Imagine allowing 
yourself to . . . enjoy great food and 
wine from some of Cleveland’s best 
chefs, by allowing them to indulge 
in their most inner creativeness and 
challenge your senses.”
 The evening’s beneficiar y—
decided by the chefs and the host 
restaurant—hasn’t been announced 
yet. Previous recipients have included 
Providence House, Cleveland Sight 
Center, Cleveland Foodbank and, 
most recently, Families of Chardon.
 As of March 30, about 64 seats 
remained for the Rockefeller’s event, 
which runs from 6:30–10 p.m. and 
costs $65 a person, plus tax, tip and 
an online processing fee. To order 
tickets, go to www.dinnerinthedark-
cleveland.com and click on the “What’s 
Next” link.

Bob Rosenbaum lives in Cleveland 
Heights.
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HeigHTS SenioRS

Jim Wallis
Founder and editor of Sojourners Magazine

A William Birkett Williams Lecture:

Wednesday, April 25
7:30 pm, reception following

free and open to the public

Are People of Faith Ready
for Post-Candidate Politics?

“People of faith should not shirk

 away from politics but rather

 find better ways to engage in 

 politics that do not 

 compromise our faith”.

Fairmount
Presbyterian Church

2757 Fairmount Blvd

Cleveland Heights

fairmountchurch.org

Decorate Your HomeLike a Pro! 
Take our easy-to-understand 

class taught by a licensed 
Architect & Interior Decorator! 

www.JudithEugeneDesigns.com 

216.408.5578
Call or click for a class schedule

!

Learn how to:
  • Use color & pattern 
  • Decorate on a budget
  • Organize & manage clutter 
                        Plus lots more!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

CREASES 
Caused by instinctive  

eyebrow raises at any and all  
real estate baloney. 

216.831.9310 Office 
216.319.2180 Cell 
PEBlumberg@aol.com 
http://PaulBlumberg.com 

FLARED NOSTRILS 
Widened by decades of  

sniffing out value. 

LIP LINES 
Generated by a wide, 

ready smile. 

CROW’S FEET 
Honed by years of steely-
eyed contract negotiations. 

LAUGH LINES 
Deepened by hundreds of 
happy clients. 

When are wrinkles distinguished?  When they’re on  
Paul Blumberg’s face—not yours.  

Because Paul’s wrinkles ensure that your transaction will be 
entirely wrinkle-free.  If you want an experienced, proactive  

advocated to flawlessly propel & complete your real  
estate transaction, then you want Paul Blumberg  

(wrinkles and all). 

Paul Blumberg  
has wrinkles. 

That’s good for you. 

“Howard Hanna has become the leader in American Real Estate  

because of our people.  None excel more than Paul Blumberg.” 
Howard W. “Hoddy” Hanna III  

Chairman and CEO of Howard Hanna 

SILVER TIPS 
Earned over 21 years  
helping people buy and sell 
real estate. 

Judith Eugene

For senior adults with mobility chal-
lenges, simple everyday activities like 
bathing, cooking, laundry and climbing 
stairs can become increasingly difficult. 
Unfortunately, most Heights-area 
homes are not designed to support the 
decline in physical ability that often 
occurs with age.
 To enable seniors to continue living 
safely at home, several home improve-
ments can be made. Some are simple 
and others are more complex, depend-
ing on the layout of the home and the 
needs of the individual. Following are 
just some of the options available.
 In the bathroom, install grab bars 
near the toilet for stability, and in the 
bathing area to help prevent slipping. 
Installing a taller toilet makes it easier 
to sit down and get up. Add a walk-in 
door to the bathtub, or replace the tub 
with a step-in shower. A fold-down seat 
and a hand-held sprayer make bathing 
easier.
 In the kitchen, convert the lower 
cabinets to pullout drawers for easy 
access to frequently used items. install 
lighting under the upper cabinets to 
provide more illumination on the coun-
tertop. Faucets with lever handles and 
pullout sprayers make clean up easier.
 For those with difficulty climbing 
stairs, add exterior ramps at the front 

and side doors of the house. Install an 
electric chair lift on interior stairs. If 
space permits, install a full bathroom 
on the first floor, and convert a dining 
room or den into to a bedroom, for 
first-floor living. A stackable washer-
dryer installed in a first-floor closet 
facilitates laundering.
 For seniors confined to wheel-
chairs, widen the interior doorways of 
the home for easier passage. Replace 
the bathtub with a roll-in shower, and 
the vanity with a wall-mounted sink. 
Install a flip-up countertop in the 
kitchen at wheelchair height.
 The benefits of these remodeling 
projects are many. The cost is usually 
far less than that of nursing-home 
care, and some of the costs are tax 
deductible. It brings great peace of 
mind for families to know their loved 
one is safe at home. Most important, 
it enables the senior to retain the 
dignity of independent living for as 
long as possible.
 It is best to plan ahead and get 
these remodeling projects done before 
an accident occurs, so that the family 
is not dealing with construction and 
a family crisis at the same time. Ar-
chitects and construction companies 
experienced in safety remodeling can 
perform a home safety analysis to help 
plan the remodeling project.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland Heights 
who provides classes and activities for senior 
adults and those with physical and mental chal-
lenges through www.LovingHandsGroup.
com. She may be reached at 216-408-5578.

Home safety remodeling for senior adults
THe SenioR 
SeCTion

Calling for entries in 
ethnic culinary contest
Hyla Winston

An ethnic culinary contest will high-
light the first-ever Heights Culinary 
Heritage Show on June 24, hosted by 
Council Gardens, 2501 North Taylor 
Road in Cleveland Heights. The free, 
festive gathering for adults in the com-
munity is supported by a grant from 
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.
 The contest is open to those aged 
62 or older in Cleveland Heights and 
surrounding communities. Contes-
tants must submit a vegetable or fruit 
dish (to serve at least six) along with 
the recipe and an explanation of its 
cultural or ethnic significance. The 
deadline to register as a contestant is 
April 30. Council Gardens will accept 
the first 25 registrants, and all must be 
present at the event on June 24. The 
first-place winner will receive a cash 
prize of $300, and prizes will also be 
awarded to runners-up. A cookbook 
containing all of the contestants’ reci-
pes and stories will be published after 
the event.
 Judges, from local food and arts 
venues, include Michael Bloom, ar-
tistic director of the Cleveland Play 
House; Tom Fello of Tommy’s; Doug 
Katz of Fire Food & Drink; Mark 
and Ruth Levine of Bistro 185; Steven 
Pincus of Pincus Bakery; Burt Saltz-
man of Dave’s Supermarkets; Ricardo 
Sandoval of Felice and Fat Cats; Alex 

Schneider of Restaurant Europa; Raj 
Singh of Taste; and Laura Taxel, jour-
nalist and author of Cleveland Ethnic 
Eats.
 Council Gardens is a cluster of gar-
den apartments built on seven acres. It 
was established in 1963 by the National 
Council of Jewish Women, Cleveland 
Section, to offer affordable indepen-
dent housing for older residents, and 
for mobility-impaired adults of any 
age. It serves a diverse population and 
currently has a waiting list. Debbie 
Hoffmann, Council Gardens board 
chair, said, “Council Gardens is thriv-
ing. The buildings have been updated 
with green technology, the dedicated 
staff provides a warm, caring environ-
ment, and tenants are enjoying an array 
of life-enrichment opportunities.”
 Residents grow organic fruits and 
vegetables on the property. The sum-
mer culinary event on the Council 
Gardens grounds will be a celebration 
of summer’s bounty and a cultural 
exchange. Refreshments and multicul-
tural entertainment will be provided.
 Becky Chesler and Linda Fried-
man are co-chairs for the event. For 
more information and to register for 
the contest, call Jackie Feldman at 
216-630-7740.

Hyla Winston is a freelance communica-
tions consultant and is on the board of 
trustees of Council Gardens.
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heights library

FEBRUARY 20, 2012
All board members were present.

2012 budget
The 2012 proposed budget is being reviewed and 
will be presented to the board in March. January’s 
allotment from the Public Library Fund (PLF) was 5 
percent less than that of January 2011. This was 
expected because the state budget passed last 
June with a 5 percent decrease to the PLF.

Flashscan checkout system to be replaced
The current Flashscan self-checkout system at Lee 
Road will be replaced by a new system, Circ-IT. 
Its yearly maintenance cost is roughly half that of 
Flashscan. Additionally, 42 new Lenovo Think-
Centre Desktop PCs will be purchased to replace 
computers used by staff and the public that have 
reached the end of their useful life.

Julie A. Lehtinen appointed as assistant 
finance manager
Lehtinen has a bachelor’s degree from Baldwin 
Wallace College and more than 13 years of 
experience in accounting, including production 
of monthly financial statements.

Levy planning begins
A for-profit firm, OrangeBoy, and a nonprofit entity, 
NODIS, part of the Levin Center at CSU, are be-
ing considered to execute marketing studies for 
planning the next levy. Both have had experience 
working with libraries, including the Cincinnati 
Public Library (OrangeBoy) and the Cleveland 

Public Library (NODIS).
 OrangeBoy would make data analysis and 
strategy development available but would own 
the data. Although NODIS doesn’t offer the same 
service, the data it collects would belong to the 
library. Both firms have the capacity to survey the 
library’s public and provide demographic data. 
The OrangeBoy package would cost $36,000 
including a survey; the NODIS package would 
cost $17,000 without a survey and $29,000 with a 
survey. A decision will be made at the March board 
meeting. The board will have a special meeting 
on Monday, Feb. 27 to discuss budget and levy 
planning.

Meeting with Shaker Heights library 
board
A joint meeting of the board with the Shaker Heights 
Public Library Board will include both a social 
component and an opportunity to discuss topics 
of mutual interest.

Reaching Heights Spelling Bee
In preparation for the Reaching Heights Spelling 
Bee, scheduled for March 28, staff members Aurora 
Martinez, Kirsten Rosebrock Hayes and Friends 
member Naomi Klarreich will make up the library’s 
team. The director will serve as pronouncer, and 
Steve Presser will be the emcee.

Crossword competition
The annual crossword competition will be on April 
28 at the Lee Road Library with progressively 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public 
Library Board
meeting highlights

harder puzzles from Will Shortz, editor of The New 
York Times crossword page.

January Public Service report highlights
•  The grand opening of the Home Repair Resource 

Center lending library was Jan. 26 at the Lee 
Road Library. The collection of books, DVDs and 
instructional handouts will now be available to 
library patrons.

•  Coventry Village Library’s display of books with 
an African-American focus was replenished 
several times because of its popularity.

•  Noble librarian Constance Dickerson became 
a community partner in planning Noble El-
ementary School’s transition to the International 
Baccalaureate program.

•  Noble Neighborhood Library’s tree canopy 
for the children’s department will be installed 
in March.

•  Noble will work with community partners to 
expand services to Nepalese residents.

•  Noble will implement an afterschool snack 
service pilot program in partnership with the 
Cleveland Foodbank.

•  University Heights Library now offers two Nooks 
and one Kindle for circulation. They were 
checked out immediately.

•  University Heights presented a Year of the 
Dragon children’s program at Whole Foods on 
Jan. 22, during which children made egg-carton 
dragons and practiced using chopsticks.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

What’s going on 
at your library? 
Visit www.heightslibrary.org for the com-
plete calendar, and to register for classes.
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Wednesday, April 4, 7 p.m.
Cedar-Coventry Local Author Series: Derf. 
Illustrator and cartoonist Derf (Derf 
Backderf) will talk about his new book 
My Friend Dahmer. Derf went to high 
school with the infamous serial killer 
Jeffrey Dahmer and has written a graphic 
novel about the experience. Registration 
required.
Saturday, April 7, 1 p.m.
Wii Bowling Tournament. The library is 
hosting an afternoon-long showdown 
for bowlers of all ages. Players will have 
the opportunity to outscore their op-
ponents at this very special approach to 
bowling competition. First, second and 
third-place winners will receive prizes. 
Registration required.
Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Tuesday, April 10, 4 p.m.
Kaleidoscope Afterschool Read Aloud. Kids 
can sit back after school and hear a 
thrilling tale, moving poetry, puzzling 
mysteries, winsome folktales and exotic 
adventures, all chosen and read aloud 
by professional librarians. Snacks are 
available, or feel free to bring your own.
Saturday, April 28, 2 p.m.
5th Annual Lee Road Library Crossword 
Competition. Spend an afternoon solv-
ing crossword puzzles with friends and 
neighbors as you try your hand at un-
published crosswords provided by Will 
Shortz, editor of The New York Times 
crossword. The puzzles will begin easy 
and become progressively more difficult. 
All levels of skill are encouraged to par-
ticipate. Registration required.
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
The Making of Titanic: A Personal Voyage. 
Come aboard with former Cleveland 
Heights resident Preston Hrisko as he 
presents a remembrance on the 100th 
anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic. 
Preston, a resident of Budapest, Hun-
gary, was chosen to act in a Titanic ABC 
miniseries to be broadcast on April 12–15. 
He will share his film and production 
experiences and bring you behind the 
scenes as his real-life character and family 
meet their fates aboard this historic ship. 
Registration required.
Tuesday, April 24, 7 p.m.
Pajamas in the PLAYroom. Evening sto-
rytime returns. Come for books, music, 
rhymes, puppets, and toys to the Noble 
PLAYroom. This storytime will focus on 
the learning stations in the PLAYroom. 
Come each week as we visit the doctor, 
cook in the kitchen, play with puppets, 
go grocery shopping, and more. For 
ages 3-6.
University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Wednesday, April 18, 12:30 p.m.
The Senior Spot: Delectable Deviled Eggs. 
With summer just around the corner, 
we’ll be making this picnic and cookout 
favorite.
Thursday, April 19, 7 p.m.
April Showers. We’ll have surprises for kids 
in grades K-5. Seeds? Kites? Chalk? Come 
and find out what is planned.

teen volunteers are needed 
at the library this summer
Sheryl Banks

Volunteering is a great way for teens to 
support their community while gaining 
valuable experience for job and college 
applications. According to the Corpo-
ration for National and Community 
Service, teens who volunteer do better 
in school than those who don’t. Heights 
Libraries has three volunteer opportuni-
ties this summer.
Teen Summer Internship
The library is offering a three-week 
summer internship for teens in grades 
9–12. Selected interns will assist with 
library programs and services, and gain 
experience working in a professional en-
vironment. Interested teens can contact 
Sam Lapides at 216-932-3600, ext. 290, 
or e-mail slapides@heightslibrary.org. 
Applications are due by May 14.
Summer Lunch Program
Once again, the library will be serving 
free lunches to children this summer. 
If you enjoy interacting with children, 
and you are 13 or older, contact Heather 
Howiler at 216-932-3600, ext. 287, or 
e-mail hhowiler@heightslibrary.org. 
Applications are due by May 31. (This 
opportunity is open to adults as well.)
Reading Buddies
The library is offering a four-week 
program this summer in which teens 
will share books with young readers.  If 
you are between the ages of 13 and 17, 
and interested in becoming a Reading 
Buddy, contact Susan Black at 216-
932-3500, ext. 288, or e-mail sblack@
heightslibrary.org. Applications are due 
by May 31.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library. 

Our opening day is
always a big hit!!

Spring has sprung, and the pool is 
just itchin’ to start the new season. 

You wanna play? 

Now accepting new memberships for the 2012  
season. For more information please visit…

www.foresthillswimclub.org

Join before April 30th  
and save $75.

2333 Lee Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Advertise in the Heights Observer

216-320-1423
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heights schools

FEBRUARY 21, 2012
All board members were present.

Open enrollment
Superintendent Heuer reported that Hanover 
Research found that 79 percent of Ohio school 
districts have open enrollment. Joseph Micheller, 
director of special programs, explained how the 
district could increase funds by opening the seats 
not filled by district students. Because grants are run-
ning out, these funds would be used for professional 
development. The district would receive state funds 
for these students with little increase in expenses. 
Vincent Colaluca, superintendent of Austintown, 
who was present at this meeting, told how open 
enrollment has affected his district. The Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights school board is not ready 
for open enrollment for the 2012–13 school year, 
but would like to study it further.
Dress code
During the levy campaign last fall, 76 percent of the 
people surveyed favored a dress code. The present 
guidelines are ambiguous and hard to enforce. 
Jeffrey Johnston, director of student services, will 
ask students how their dress affects their behavior, 
achievement, pride, and so forth.
Technology plan
Donald-Anthony Phillips, director of information 
technology, presented a plan for enabling educa-
tion through technology. The plan will be done in 
two parts: 6 to 12 months and 12 to 36 months. 
Board Member Nancy Peppler asked that teachers 
be accountable for using the technology.
High school restructuring
A campus principal will supervise all small school 
principals and answer parent questions. The same 
core curriculum and the Pathways thematic educa-
tion program will be in all small schools. Scheduling 
will be more flexible and will enable students to 
take courses in other small schools. Grant money 
for equipment is available. Some changes will be 
in effect for the 2012–13 school year, but other 
changes need to be negotiated in the next teach-
ers’ contract.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

MARCH 6, 2012
All board members were present:

Millikin School
Thirteen community members spoke about the desire 
for Mosdos Ohr HaTorah, a school for Orthodox 
Jewish boys, to purchase and renovate the Millikin 
School and property for a current bid of $550,000.
The building and land were valued at $2.4 million 
in a 2005 assessment. The speakers from the Jew-
ish community, which included students, neighbors 
and Cleveland Heights Council Member Jason 
Stein, maintained that this assessment was made 

when properties values were at their peak and the 
bid offered is fair considering the building would 
require a $1.5 million investment for improvements. 
The speakers stressed the importance of a neigh-
borhood location for the school, and how it would 
draw people to Cleveland Heights and improve 
the neighborhood. They noted that the school has 
not been used since 2006, and the building and 
surroundings, including a vacant playground, are 
subject to vandalism and damage. The property 
is currently vacant and costing taxpayers at least 
$30,000 a year to sustain. The speakers felt the 
board was unresponsive to negotiating with Mos-
dos or putting the property up for public auction. 
Mention was made that the board should not sit 
on the property especially bacause its facilities’ 
plan may include closing more schools. Cleveland 
Heights Mayor Edward Kelley approached the 
board but declined to speak except to say that he 
will continue to listen to the community speakers.
Legacy Principal Marc Engoglia
A teacher and a student from Legacy New Tech, 
a small school at Heights High, spoke about their 
principal, Marc Engoglia, who was reassigned to a 
board position. They asked the board to reconsider 
this appointment bacause Engoglia was well liked 
and effective in his present position. Later in the 
meeting the board approved the re-employment 
of Engoglia in a newly created position at the 
board. He would leave the principal position at 
Legacy New Tech.
Changes in state ratings
The state report card designed for “no child left 
behind” and issued by the Ohio Board of Educa-
tion will no longer designate ratings from excel-
lent to academic emergency. The building and 
grading system will be from A to F. Subcategories 
with standards will be graded after considering 
achievement gaps. The Ohio board has submitted 
an application to revamp “no child left behind”.
Heights High grounds crew honor
The grounds crew working on the Heights High 
football field received a Fields of Excellence 
Award from Pioneer Athletics, an athletic equip-
ment business. The Heights crew was among 91 
schools recognized.
Noble playground donation
The board accepted a donation of $1,000 for a 
bench for Noble’s playground renovation.

LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

options students compete 
in scenarios Usa
Gia Parker

“What’s the real deal about gender, 
power, and relationships?” That’s the 
question Heights High students and 
facilitators in Options, the alternative 
school program, came together to dis-
cuss last fall. 
 Issues of gender, and traditional and 
nontraditional roles of men and women 
in society, were the focus of Scenarios 
USA, a writing competition. Options, a  
high school experience for students who 
learn better in a nontraditional setting, 
used this competition to teach writing 
and to help students find their voices. 
The competition engaged students in 
discussion and writing about how gen-
der and power play a role in their lives.
 “I was excited about the Scenarios 
project because it gave me the chance 
to show what I’m capable of as a writer,” 
said Isaiah Flowers, a student in the Op-
tions program.  
 The teens watched video scenes, 
discussed the issues presented, and 
wrote journal entries and stories about 
the scenarios.
 “The deepest conversations were 
about things that we are all dealing 
with,” said Kevin Brooks, future educa-
tor and community volunteer.  Teachers 
and facilitators discussed their personal 
experiences, which built a relationship 
of trust that enabled the students to 
express themselves with candor.
 “We saw our students observing and 
thinking. We saw the life experiences 
that needed to be tapped and guided 
for their work submissions as well as for 
their growth,” said Denise Thompson, 
Options teacher.
 Students used their journal entries 
to produce a story, play, or script for 
submission to the annual contest. “The 
Scenarios project gave me the chance 
to hear different perspectives and to 
respect [those] positions,” said Alexus 
Tate, an Options student. 
 Ki’ara Hearst, a junior, produced 
a script titled “Mama Didn’t Love Me, 

Ki’ara hearst reached the final round in the  
scenarios Usa writing competition. 

Daddy Didn’t Care,” about a young 
woman growing up in a fast-paced world 
and facing many obstacles, but never 
giving up. Although Hearst was a final-
ist, her script did not win. Nevertheless, 
she and the other finalists will have the 
opportunity to participate in the filming 
of the winning story.
 Brian Williams, coordinator of 
alternate programming at the Delisle 
Options Center, said he hoped that Op-
tions students would continue to partic-
ipate in the Scenarios USA competition. 
“The workshop provided a tremendous 
platform and creative outlet for many 
of our students. As a result, students 
have continued to express themselves 
through poetry, murals and writing.”
 Other facilitators included writing 
coaches from Lake Erie Ink, a Cleveland 
Heights-based organization that pro-
vides creative expression opportunities 
and academic support to students.
 Scenarios, based in Brooklyn, New 
York, is a nonprofit that uses writing and 
filmmaking to foster youth leadership, 
advocacy, and self-expression. The con-
test encourages teens to discuss, reflect, 
and analyze the issues that shape their 
lives.

Gia Parker provides operations support for 
the communications and community engage-
ment office of the CH-UH school district. 

library allocates more funding for ebooks and audiobooks
Sheryl Banks

In response to growing customer re-
quests, the Cleveland Heights-Universi-
ty Heights Public Library is reallocating 
$5,000 of its materials budget to buy 
additional copies of downloadable eB-
ooks and audiobooks. Acquiring these 
additional copies, available only to 
customers whose cards were issued by 
Heights Libraries (listed on the front of 
the card), will reduce the wait time for 

many popular titles.
 Previously, customers could access 
only titles owned by the CLEVNET 
consortium. This $5,000 commitment 
is specifically for Overdrive’s Advantage 
program. Overdrive, a Cleveland-based 
digital distributor of eBooks, carries 
more than 650,000 titles in more than 
50 languages in its digital catalog.
 “The popularity of eBooks is on the 
rise, to say the least,” said Nancy Levin, 
Heights Libraries director. “A little over 

a year ago, Amazon reported it was sell-
ing more eBooks than print, and we are 
seeing a similar trend—more and more 
customers are asking for eBooks and 
eReaders. We strive to provide great 
services for our customers, and Over-
drive’s  Advantage program really helps 
us provide that service.”
 In order to see the availability of 
Overdrive Advantage titles, customers 
should first log in to the Heights Librar-
ies’s eMedia catalog at www.heightslibrary.
org with their Heights Library card. 
Customers can then browse or search 
for items by title, author or keyword.  
Audiobook and eBook versions of a title 
will be displayed in separate records. 
 Customers will need to look at the 
record to view the available formats 
and determine compatibility for their 
device. For example, the eBook record 
will indicate if the book is available in 
the Adobe format, compatible with 

Nooks, Sony Readers, and many other 
devices; or as a Kindle Book, compatible 
with Kindles. For more information, 
contact any of the four Heights Librar-
ies branches and ask for the reference 
department. Contact information is at 
www.heightslibrary.org.
 Heights Libraries also offers guid-
ance on how to use these new technolo-
gies to borrow from its digital collection 
through a free class, Library@Home. 
Library@Home offers step-by-step 
instructions on how to borrow digital 
files from the libraries’s digital collec-
tion. The next class is May 2 at 7 p.m. 
at the Lee Road Library; registration is 
required. The class is offered periodi-
cally, and times and dates are listed on 
the library’s website.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

Don’t Search Alone! 
JobSeekers 
@ St. Paul’s  

Parking off rear entrance 
Free 

Non-Denominational 

Meets Fridays at 7:30 a.m. 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
2747 Fairmount Blvd. 
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LIQUID PLANET LIQUID PLANET   
is now hiring  

Send resume to  
info@liquid-planet.com 

Seeking friendly energetic people 
with exceptional customer service 
skills. The position is fast paced 

and team oriented.  
 

We offer competitive wages  
and are expanding locally  

and nationally.  

heights schools

 

Susie Kaeser

Last year the Ohio Legislature adopted 
a budget that slashed public education 
funding and mandated an expensive, 
unfair and potentially damaging system 
for evaluating teachers. The legislature 
is not fulfilling its responsibility to en-
sure that all children achieve, yet it is 
ready to punish teachers if they don’t 
produce high test scores.  
 Currently, all untenured teachers 
are evaluated annually and tenured 
teachers are evaluated every three 
years. Each school district designs its 
own evaluation system. Starting in 
2014, every teacher will be evaluated ev-
ery year, and student achievement data 
will account for half of the teacher’s 
evaluation.
 It is hard to understand how more 
frequent evaluations, based on mea-
sures over which teachers have only 
partial control, will produce a higher 
quality teacher corps.
 The legislature’s policies will make 
evaluation more time-consuming, and 
less fair and meaningful. This blame-
oriented approach has the potential 
to set back teacher quality in school 
districts like ours that use evaluation 
to grow teachers.    

New budget threatens progress
 “Our kids deserve the best. That 
means the first thing we must pay at-
tention to is teacher quality,” said Dr. 
Nylajean McDaniel, director of human 
resources for the CH-UH City School 
District. She is in charge of hiring, 
mentoring and evaluating the district’s 
600 teachers.
 Tom Schmida, Cleveland Heights 
Teachers Union president, believes a 
reliable evaluation system is crucial 
to having great teachers. According 
to him, “Evaluation should help each 
person be the best he or she can be. 
It’s a chance to improve.”
 While there is little argument 
that high-quality teaching is crucial, 
determining who is up to snuff is more 
problematic. What does an effective 
teacher do? What system for evaluat-
ing teachers is equiped to make fair 
judgments about a teacher’s effective-
ness when the consequences of failure 
are so significant for both teacher and 
students? 
 McDaniel and Schmida are mem-
bers of the Assessment Review Com-
mittee (ARC), a team of four teachers 
and four administrators created in 
2004 to update the district’s evaluation 
system for new teachers. Since then, 
ARC has transformed the system from 
a checklist with minimal feedback and 
an emphasis on hiring and firing deci-
sions, into a nuanced assessment used 
to guide the professional growth of all 
teachers.
 In 2004, the district adopted a 
framework for defining quality teach-

the coMMoN 
gooD

ing based on the work of Charlotte Dan-
ielson, author of Teacher Evaluation to 
Enhance Professional Practice. It captures 
the complexity of the work by breaking 
teaching into 23 specific behaviors that 
research indicates are most clearly tied 
to student learning. The behaviors are 
grouped into four domains: planning 
and preparation, classroom environ-
ment, instruction, and professional 
responsibilities.   
 Evaluators use a matrix that de-
scribes four different levels of teacher 
effectiveness, from unsatisfactory to 
advanced, for each skill. The framework, 
which may be seen on the district’s web-
site, is the basis for all district initiatives 
to promote quality teaching.  
 “When people lose their jobs it is 
very upsetting,” said McDaniel. While 
her goal is to guarantee that students 
are served by quality teachers, she insists 
that the evaluation system must be fair, 
and believes the system is more objective 
because the framework means everyone 
knows what excellent looks like.
 Each evaluation is based on evi-
dence that the principal collects from 
the teacher through written submis-
sions, classroom observation, and 
conferences that focus on the core 
unit of teacher practice: a lesson. This 
evidence-based approach, while time 
consuming (about three hours per 
observation), contributes to greater 
objectivity.
 It takes experience for teachers to 
become expert in all four domains. The 
detailed feedback contained in each 
evaluation report provides a personal-
ized roadmap for growth. All teachers 

are expected to advance their skills 
based on the evaluation.  
 A negative evaluation, one that 
concludes that the teachers is “at risk” 
of nonrenewal, triggers an intervention 
plan and support from a coach. If this 
process fails to bring about adequate 
improvement, termination is the likely 
outcome.
 The intervention process pays off. 
According to McDaniel, principals are 
more likely to be critical knowing help 
will follow, and intervention usually 
produces growth. Last year only one of 
the six teachers put on an intervention 
plan lost his job.  
 One of Schmida’s responsibilities as 
union president is to represent teachers 
who disagree with their evaluations. 
He investigates whether the evaluation 
process was followed, and helps teach-
ers determine if they have a legitimate 
complaint.
 “I spend a lot more time helping 
people depart with dignity than chal-
lenging the decision,” said Schmida. 
In fact, in his 20 years as president, no 
one has used the appeal process that is 
mandated by the contract. “We’ve got 
good tools. The system works,” said 
Schmida.
 The system is fair, but change is 
coming. It will be a serious setback 
for students if our evaluation system 
focused on improvement is lost because 
the legislature needs someone to blame.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights. She is the former director of 
Reaching Heights and current board member 
of the Home Repair Resource Center.

six Wiley students inducted into 
National Junior honor society

Gia Parker

Wiley Middle School inducted six new 
members into the Wiley National Ju-
nior Honor Society (NJHS) for 2012. 
Students who achieved a GPA of at 
least 3.5 were invited to fill out an ap-
plication, which included an essay. A 
faculty council then determined which 
students would be inducted into the 
Honor Society. Criteria included schol-
arship, character, leadership, and service 
to school and community. 
 An induction ceremony was held 
on March 9 at Wiley Middle School, at 

Join us for Easter Worship at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

The Rev. Alan M. Gates, Rector Karel Paukert, Organist/Choirmaster
2747 Fairmount Boulevard (at Coventry) (216) 932-5815
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 www.stpauls-church.org 

Saturday, April 7: Holy Saturday 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.  The Great Vigil of Easter with Eucharist

Sunday, April 8: Easter Sunday
7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

9 a.m. Festival Eucharist with choirs and music for organ, 
interpreted for the Deaf community

11:15 a.m. Festival Eucharist with choir, handbells, and organ

5 p.m. Holy Eucharist

which Douglas Heuer, superintendent; 
Eric Coble, school board vice president; 
and Octavia Reid, Wiley principal, were 
guest speakers. Emma Zordan, current 
NJHS eighth-grade member, played a 
violin solo, and sixth-grader Jordan Hart 
played a piano solo.
 Congratulations to inductees James 
Smith, Morgan Saunders, Alyssa Moore, 
Molly Fleischer, Maura Joyner and Ryan 
Wilson.

Gia Parker provides operations support for 
the communications and community engage-
ment office of the CH-UH school district. 

(left to right) James smith, Morgan saunders, alyssa Moore, Molly Fleischer, Maura Joyner and ryan 
Wilson, with advisor Melanie lesar in the back row. 
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Cleveland Heights High School 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

     Proudly presents its 
          Finale 
         CONCERT  

At the CHHS Dina Rees Auditorium 
Wednesday May 2nd at 7:30 PM 

Featuring the 
Concert band, Concert 

Orchestra & Symphonic Band 
& 

Friday, May 4th at 7:30 PM 
Featuring the 

Heights High Symphony 
Senior Soloist, Kelsey Ferguson 

Symphonic Winds 
& the CHHS Jazz Ensemble 

 

*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment 
6:30 PM in the Social Room. 

& 
Friday, May 11th at 7:00 PM 

Jazz Nite 
Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab, Jazz Combos 

 

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org 

IMD 

More stories online at www.heightsobserver.org
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Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

heights schools

eight exchange students at heights high
Joy Henderson

Under the auspices of the AFS foreign 
exchange program, Heights High wel-
comed eight foreign students. Meet 
these students (last names omitted in 
accordance with AFS policy):

Siyael from Tanzania, hosted by the 
Bailey family.
Favorite thing about Heights High: The 
friendly, helpful teachers, especially in 
science. AFS club is really fun. In Tan-
zania I attend a boarding school, so this 
is very different.
Comment: I love learning about the Af-
rican-American culture. I have learned 
that American life is not the same as 
what we see on TV and in movies.
 
Aita from Senegal, hosted by the 
Bailey family.
Favorite thing about Heights High: The 
teachers, the diversity, and the classes 
are only 50 minutes—not two hours 
like in my boarding school. The AFS 
advisor rocks!
Comment: In the United States, I see 
boys washing dishes and cooking. In 
Senegal, only women do that. In my 
country, I wash clothes by hand. I am 
very grateful for the opportunity to 
study here and also to meet people from 
all over the world.

Melinda from the Netherlands, 
hosted by the Hawthorne-Sollisch family.
Favorite thing about Heights High: Playing 
sports as a school activity, the variety 
of classes offered, and the AFS advisor.
Comment: Americans are very open to 
new things and are easygoing. And, they 
go everywhere by car. At home I ride my 

heights high aFs exchange students: (l-r back row) siyael from tanzania, yuco from turkey, Martin from chile, aita from senegal . Front row, (l-r) Joy from 
germany, adrienne yelsky, aFs advisor, cris from argentina and Melinda from the Netherlands. Not pictured is leo from brazil.

bike everywhere; I miss that freedom.

Joy from Germany, hosted by the 
Ethridge and Humphries families.
Favorite thing about Heights High: The 
school spirit and all the activities and 
events. Students are open and interested 
to learn about different countries. I love 
the AFS club, the advisor, and meeting 
people from so many countries.
Comment: I like that Americans are easy-
going, spontaneous and so friendly. They 
say “hi” even if they don’t know you. I 
have learned that Americans take their 
car everywhere.

Leo from Brazil, hosted by the Wise-
Bailey-Rubicz family.
Favorite thing about Heights High: The 
school’s commitment to athletic teams, 
and meeting new people.
Comment: Each season of the year is lived 
differently here, and I have learned that 
Americans are not lazy, as I thought be-
fore I arrived. I miss the warm weather 
and beaches in Brazil, but I love to travel 
and learn about the United States.
 
Martin from Chile, hosted by the 
Kauffman-Wisniewski family.
Favorite thing about Heights High: That we 
get to change classes and have a locker. 
In Chile, the students stay in the class-
room and the teacher moves around.
Comment: People here volunteer to help 
the community and everyone seems to 
know everyone else, like a big family. 
Adults here trust teenagers more. This 
has been the best year of my life!
 
Cris from Argentina, hosted by the 
Yelsky family.
Favorite thing about Heights High: Playing 
tennis on the team, and double bass 
in the symphony and jazz band; the 
friendly teachers who are so willing to 
help me. The AFS club is the greatest. 
I have made some great friends here.
Comment: The schedule and whole 
school is so well organized. I did not 
know that it was so hard to get into 

college here and that good athletes can 
get scholarships for college.
 
Yuco from Turkey, hosted by the 
Henderson-Lammers family.
Favorite thing about Heights High: Athletic 
opportunities as part of the school, 
meeting new and interesting people, 
the interactive media class and learning 
how to shoot, edit and produce videos.
Comment: Most Americans are not fa-
miliar with world geography, they are 
not sure where Turkey is located. People 
here are very friendly and are interested 
in other people.
 
 AFS is a nonprofit international 
exchange organization for students and 
adults. The local chapter is run by vol-
unteers, and has been active at Heights 
High for more than 52 years. Teacher 
Adrienne Yelsky is the school’s AFS 
advisor.
 Heights High students also go 
abroad for exchanges. Janine Walker, a 
junior, is on an exchange in Thailand.
 AFS needs new host families for 
students arriving in August. For informa-
tion on hosting a student or volunteering, 
contact Adrienne Yelsky, a_yelsky@chuh.
org or 216-371-3733; Carla Bailey, seabail@
aol.com; or visit www.afsusa.org.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community liai-
son at Heights High.
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SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Just Listed! Four Bedroom Brick Colonial in 
University Heights. 2452 Saybrook Road

heights heritage home and garden 
tour planned for september
Heights Observer Contributor

Heights Community Congress (HCC) 
announces its 35th Heights Heritage 
Home and Garden Tour. The tour brings 
attendees from all over Northeast Ohio 
and beyond, and will feature spectacular 
and unusual homes as well as gardens of 
every size and design. The theme for 

New speaker series to explore making 
older homes more sustainable
Susie Kaeser

The Home Repair Resource Center 
(HRRC) is sponsoring a new monthly 
speaker series to help owners of older 
homes apply sustainability principles 
to home remodeling and maintenance 
projects.
 “Practical Sustainability: New 
Thinking for Older Homes” will kick off 
on Wednesday, April 11, at 7 p.m. at the 
Lee Road Library. Cleveland Heights 
resident and former HRRC board mem-
ber Fred Cortright, whose experience 
includes building energy efficient homes 
for Habitat for Humanity, designed the 
free workshop series.
 The April 11 session, “Lights, Cabi-
nets, Action! Sustainability and Kitchen 
Remodels,” will be led by Cortright and 
Michael Palcisco of MVP Consulting. 
“Kitchen remodeling involves every 
home system so it is a perfect place to 
begin exploring sustainable decision 
making,” said Cortright. Call 216-381-
6100, ext. 16 to reserve a space.
 “People are embracing the goals 
of sustainability, but it is easy to get  
bogged down in the specifics of what to 
do. The information can be overwhelm-
ing and confusing,” said Cortright.  
“The goal of these presentations is to 
empower participants to take steps—
small or large—that are right for their 
circumstances and their particular 
home.
 “Sustainable housing is not just 
about product choices; it’s about de-
termining what we need and then 

shaping our behaviors, expectations 
and purchases to produce sustainable 
results. There is a broad spectrum of 
actions available. Everyone—regardless 
of the age of their house or the size of 
the budget—can do something that will 
contribute to greater sustainability,” said 
Cortright.
 The series will feature some of the 
region’s most experienced sustainable 
building practitioners who will share 
their expertise as they focus on specific 
house systems that will have the biggest 
payoffs in energy reduction and sustain-
ability.
 On May 9, Chuck Miller of Doty 
& Miller Architects, designers of the 
SmartHome, a furnace-free house on 
display at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History last year, will join Cor-
tright for “Your Roof: Bottom Up/Top 
Down Sustainability.”
 Future presentations will cover 
such topics as developing a long-term 
sustainability plan for your home, sus-
tainable lawn care and design, sustain-
ability on a tight budget and developing 
sustainable neighborhoods.
 The Home Repair Resource Center 
is a Cleveland Heights-based nonprofit 
organization that is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary as a resource for keeping the 
houses of Cleveland Heights in good 
repair.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights. She is the former director of 
Reaching Heights, and current board member 
of HRRC.

this year’s tour is “Cleveland Heights 
Gems,” named in honor of HCC’s 40th 
anniversity and the 35th year of the tour.
 The preview party will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, with the self-guided 
tour on Sunday, Sept. 23. Look for more 
information in the coming months re-
garding this much anticipated event.   

 

Barry Zucker 

“Ants come and ants go.” That’s what 
my pest control maven, Vinny Boom-
bah, tells me every spring. So, if you 
find ants in your home at this time of 
year, do not panic. More often than not, 
they just leave. Some folks nuke them 
with toxic materials, and they still come 
back. Chances are your ants are the 
small brown or reddish variety. They are 
seeking sweets, meat or greasy foods. 
 Ants are fairly easy to discourage. 
If you want to help them leave, here is 
what you can do.
 Clean ferociously and store food 

ants

bUg oF the 
MoNth

in tight containers. Don’t leave dirty 
dishes around. Wipe down coun-
tertops with vinegar and put some 
soapy water in a spray bottle and zap 
the ants. In addition to killing them 
instantly, the soap destroys the scent 
trail they lay down for other ants.
 Try to find their point of entry and 
lay down a barrier of black pepper or 
powdered cleanser. Caulk points of 
entry or squirt dish soap in there. Try 
an organic ant bait—one that contains 
boric acid, such as Terro or Drax—not 
toxic ones. 
 If you still have some ants, don’t 
despair, and don’t call in the big guns. 
Just remember Vinny’s pearl of wis-
dom: ants come and ants go.
 For more information, read Tiny 
Game Hunting by Hilary Dole Klein, or 
go to www.beyondpesticidesohio.org.

Barry Zucker is executive director of Be-
yond Pesticides Ohio.

5th-8th Grade 
Sailing and 

Boating Camps
June 11-15

Complete the Ohio 
Boating Education Class

Required for anyone born on 
or after 1-1-1982 to operate 

a powerboat over 10 HP.

Hands on boating in PWC, 
Power Boats, Sail, 

Kayaks, and canoes.

Stay at Mohican School’s  
lodge and dorms. 

 Cost $310.

More information and 
application on line at 

www.mohicanoutdoorschool.org 
or call 419.938.6671

Additional camps available: 
see the web site above

Partial funding provided by a SBE Grant from 
ODNR- Watercraft

Over 300 teas,  
herbs, spices and  

culinary rx.

OVER 300 TEAS,  
HERBS, SPICES AND  

CULINARY RX.

(216)577-4171

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

(216)577-4171

Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
Fourth Way Study

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Monday - Saturday  11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday  1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

More stories online at www.heightsobserver.org

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 
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caring for wood in older homes
Mary Ogle

One of the many character-defining 
features of old homes is the richness 
and warmth of finished wood. After 100 
years, the luster of the natural wood can 
become dulled or discolored due to lay-
ers of dirt, old wax buildup, and failure 
of the original varnish or glaze. 
 Many owners may find the prospect 
of a careful cleaning and restoration of 
historic wood to be a daunting or impos-
sible task, while others may mistakenly 
believe the only method of cleaning 
it is to strip it entirely and start over. 
The following tips from the Cleveland 
Restoration Society make it possible to 
clean and restore the look of historic, 
finished wood.
 The gentlest means of cleaning 
should always be undertaken first. In 
this case, whipping one tablespoon of 
gentle soap, such as Ivory liquid dish 
soap, in a gallon of warm water will pro-
vide ample suds. Dip an old washcloth 
or undershirt into the suds—not the 
water—and scrub the area vigorously. 
Towel dry to remove any excess water, 
and examine the area. If the finish on 
the wood remains cloudy, discolored, or 
dull, the likely culprit is built-up waxy 
substances or old layers of finish, and 
additional cleaning is necessary.
 Brush mineral spirits on a small test 

home decorating on a budget
Judith Eugene

Spring is a great time to start tackling 
those home decorating projects on your 
to-do list, but getting started can be 
overwhelming. Often we just need some 
ideas and a little help to get us going. 
Here are some tips for giving your home 
a face-lift without breaking your budget.
 Paint is the quickest and least ex-
pensive way to give a room a new look. 
If you’re having trouble choosing a color, 
tape several paint swatches up on the wall 
and glance at them at different times of 
day—and on different walls—to get an 
accurate idea of how the color will look. 
If you’re still having trouble deciding, 
buy a pint and paint a test wall. Painted 
stripes, using a wall color and one or two 
accent colors, are a great way to create 
the look of wallpaper without the cost 
and installation challenge.
 When it comes to furniture and 
accessories, try to use what you already 
have. Furniture can be stained, painted 
and reupholstered. Try moving things 
around to see how they look in other 
locations and grouped with other items. 
Get out your good china, silver and crys-
tal pieces and use them to display pot-
pourri or artificial fruit on a bookshelf 
or fireplace mantel. A wine rack can be 

used as a magazine holder, an umbrella 
stand can be used as a planter, and a nice 
metal or ceramic vase can be used as a 
kitchen utensil holder.
 The Heights has many inexpensive 
places to shop for home decorating 
items. Thrift stores and consignment 
shops are good options, and local an-
tique stores carry some surprisingly 
affordable, unique items. Dollar stores 
sometimes have nice towels, linens, and 
shower curtains, and discount stores 
like Tuesday Morning, HomeGoods and 
Marshall’s have excellent closeout val-
ues. Marc’s stores have great houseware 
departments, though some locations 
have a bigger selection than others. 
City Buddha carries beautiful imported 
items. Craigslist, eBay, and Freecycle are 

patch in an inconspicuous area. They re-
sult in fumes that are highly flammable, 
so always have adequate ventilation and 
dispose of soiled cleaning materials 
properly. Allow the liquid to soak in for 
a couple of minutes, then take a pad of 
very fine steel wool (#0000) and gently 
rub in the direction of the grain. If the 
finish is high gloss, use a terry washcloth 
instead, as steel wool will dull the shine. 

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com Financing Available 

Specializing in: 
Residential Driveways 
Asphalt & Concrete 
Masonry 
Roofing  

Sealcoating 
Siding 
Windows 

A+ rating 

Spring is here!  

Toothbrushes are useful for the tight 
spaces and carvings of turned spindles 
or decorative elements. Once the area 
is dry, apply a bit of lemon oil, which 
should make the dull finish sparkle 
again. A good product to use for this 
step is Milsek, which is a blend of dif-
ferent oils.
 An alternative to cleaning with 
mineral spirits is a self-made cleaner/

Fresh Fork Market farm buying club in ch
Robert Stockham 

Could you have guessed that there are 
nearly 75,000 farms in the state of Ohio, 
or that less than one percent of your 
food supply is produced in Northeast 
Ohio? Seems incredible, doesn’t it? 
That’s what Fresh Fork Market founder 

Trevor Clatterbuck thought in 2008. 
 Fresh Fork Market specializes in 
connecting local families with local 
farmers via its farm buying club. Fresh 
Fork Market customers, or members, 
subscribe to a weekly farm-fresh grab 
bag from June 6 through Nov. 3. Each 
week during this 22-week season, mem-
bers receive a mixed bag of produce, 
meats, cheeses and more, all coming 
from local farms. 
 Customers pick up their grab bags 
weekly at one of Fresh Fork Market’s 
15 area pick-up locations. In 2011, Fresh 
Fork Market customers sampled nearly 
350 different products from 92 farms in 
the region.
 “Last year we added Cleveland 
Heights due to demand from customers 

at other stops who asked for something 
closer to home,” explained Clatterbuck. 
The company intends to double its 
capacity to service Cleveland Heights 
this year at its pick-up location at Fair-
mount Presbyterian Church. Fresh Fork 
Market is finalizing the details, but the 
pick-up location is slated for Thursday 
nights from 6:30–9:00 p.m. The summer 
season will start on June 7.
 To learn more, visit www.freshfork-
market.com. Packages range from $25 to 
$50 per week; vegetarian and vegan op-
tions are available. Sign up now through 
early May. Membership spots are limited 
and sell out quickly each year.

Robert Stockham is the marketing and com-
munications manager for Fresh Fork Market.

also good sources for local furniture and 
decorating bargains. 
 Don’t be afraid to shop at thrift 
stores or to pick up things left on tree 
lawns. You can also save a lot of money 
on labor by doing things yourself. You 
can refinish, recover, and repurpose 
things at a fraction of the cost of buy-
ing new. A trio of old louvered doors 
can be painted and hinged together to 
make a stylish room divider. A scratched 
wooden bookshelf or headboard can be 
stripped and refinished to look like new.   
 Practice painting with a brush 
and roller to learn how to apply paint 
yourself. Buy an inexpensive sewing 
machine and learn simple straight-stitch 
projects like curtains, wall hangings and 
tablecloths. Take do-it-yourself tile and 

wood flooring classes at home improve-
ment stores, and sewing and decorating 
classes at craft stores.  
 If it’s hard for you to figure out 
where to start, call a decorator for help. 
Like any professional you hire, you 
should feel comfortable with the person 
you choose, feel that he or she listens to 
you, and that he or she is knowledge-
able. 
 Many decorators charge by the 
hour, so you can use their expertise as 
much or as little as you need and can 
afford. Often, a 60- to 90-minute con-
sultation yields many good ideas to get 
you started.

Judith Eugene, a native of Cleveland 
Heights, is an architect and interior decora-
tor who provides consultations and home 
decorating classes through www.JudithEu-
geneDesigns.com. 

restorer, which also produces flammable 
fumes and requires proper ventilation 
and cleanup. Mix one cup each of boiled 
linseed oil, white vinegar, and turpentine 
in a glass jar. Shake the mixture until it 
looks like oily milk. Brush this on a test 
patch with a clean paint brush, and allow 
it to soak in for several minutes. Again, 
use a very fine steel wool (#0000) or 
a terry washcloth to gently scrub the 
dirt off, making sure to always rub with 
the grain. Let this test patch dry for 24 
hours, and repeat the process if the de-
sired appearance has not been reached.
The patina of old wood is one of the 
unique features of an old home. While 
these methods can help to restore luster 
to older wood surfaces, they will not 
(and should not) leave them looking 
sparkling and brand new.
 The Cleveland Restoration Society 
(CRS) is the region’s largest nonprofit 
preservation organization and is a Local 
Partner affiliate of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. Founded in 1972, 
CRS is dedicated to the preservation of 
Greater Cleveland’s historic resources. 
CRS’s team of historic rehabilitation 
specialists have provided free technical 
assistance to more than 450 Cleveland 
Heights residents and facilitated more 
than 100 home repair loans. For more 
information call 216-426-3106.

Mary Ogle joined the CRS staff in June 
2011, after completing her master’s degree 
in historic preservation at Ursuline College.

the newel post on the left has been cleaned using the suggested method.
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restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm to 1 am

                  “respect the food, 
          don’t mess with it too much  
           and the end result 
                   will always be great.”
                                      jill vedaa executive chef

going bald for a cause

Mark Gallagher

Fifty brave souls went under the buzzers 
on Sunday, March 11 at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center, shaving 
their heads to raise money for St. Bal-
drick’s and childhood cancer research.  
The event was organized by Cleveland 
Heights resident Krissy Dietrich Gal-
lagher, whose son Austin is a two-time 
cancer survivor and one of five 2012 
Ambassador Kids for the national St. 
Baldrick’s Foundation.
 As an Ambassador, Austin represents 
the more than 160,000 children who are 
diagnosed with cancer worldwide each 
year. One in five children in the United 
States diagnosed with the disease will not 
survive.
 Children as young as three years 
old shaved their heads, and participants 
included eight students from St. Paul’s 
Cooperative Preschool, where Austin 
attends preK, and eleven from Fairfax 
Elementary, where his brother Braedan 
is a second grader.  Three students from 
Roxboro Elementary, four from Roxboro 
Middle and two from Heights High 
joined other kids and grown-ups from 
University Heights, Shaker Heights and 
surrounding communities at the event, 
which drew hundreds of supporters and 
raised more than $32,000.
 “St. Baldrick’s Foundation focuses 
on finding cures for childhood can-
cers,” said Gallagher, whose family has 
participated in St. Baldrick’s events 
for the past five years. The foundation 
gives more money to pediatric cancer 
research than any organization except 
the United States government, and has 
raised $18 million so far this year.
 Highlights of the day included 
the shaving of Fairfax’s fourth-grade 
teacher, Kristi Glasier, a longtime friend 

SP
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12

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

April Hours: Mon-Sat. 9-6 • Sun 10-5 

THE GRASS IS GREENER
• Rake lawn to remove dead grass

• Apply crabgrass preventer 
plus fertilizer if needed

• Check your grass for matted patches 
(could be Snow Mold)

• Apply grass seed to bare areas
• Use lime for moss control

SAVE 10%
ON ANY LAWN CARE 

PRODUCT WITH THIS COUPON
April 1-30, 2012

(Good only at the Cleveland Heights location)

•FREE Pillow!   •FREE Delivery   •FREE Financing

1812 COVENTRY RD   216-320-9761 
across from the parking garage 
SleepSourceUSA.com 
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of the Gallaghers, who raised more 
than $3,000. Four-year-old Leah Friess 
registered at the last minute, inspired by 
her three bald big brothers. A mother-
daughter team from South Euclid closed 
out the event, with Austin wielding the 
electric buzzer, giving the stylists from 
Lee Road’s Cut Hair Studio a much-
needed break.
 Parents expressed how special it was 
for their children to have an opportunity 
to positively impact their world. After 
his shaving as part of Team Fairfax, 
eight-year-old Eamonn Connell asked 
his mother, “If we can help kids with 
cancer, can’t we help people who don’t 
have homes too?” His mother Karen was 
thankful that participating in this event 
had helped open up his heart and mind. 
“Empathy has emerged!” she declared.
 Andy Bell, a seventh grader at Rox-
boro Middle School, admitted he was 
nervous walking into school on Monday, 
but said, “Kids were talking about what 
a cool thing I did. Being bald gave me 
a chance to talk about cancer and raise 
funds. It’s something I hope to do again, 
and I hope my friends will join me.”
 It was a special day for Krissy Gal-
lagher, who describes childhood cancer 
as “filled with darkness. There is sadness 
and fear and worry. And then you have 
a day like today, when so many people 
give so much of themselves, when they 
literally give a piece of themselves … 
and it brings light to an otherwise dark 
world.”

Mark Gallagher, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, shaved his head for the fifth time at A.J. 
Rocco’s on St. Patrick’s Day.This year,  his sons 
Braedan (8) and Austin (5) wielded the buzz-
ers. When he’s not helping his wife organize 
events, he’s a criminal defense attorney and 
the legal director at Towards Employment.

austin gallagher (5), indiana blackman (5) and Van Dietrich (4), all of cleveland heights, show off 
their new haircuts.
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2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

(216) 321-1296  
www.SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

2243 Warrensville Center in University Hts.
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 11-5  •  Thursday 11-7  •  Saturday 11-4 
Fabulous merchandise is popping up everywhere

Spring in today!

local restaurant owner chases success, manages transition

New practice offers homeopathic care in the heights
Kari Elsila

Although the Law of Similars may 
sound like something mathematical, 
it’s actually the underlying philosophy 
of homeopathy, a type of wellness care 
that uses natural substances to stimulate 
the body’s immune system. The idea 
behind the Law of Similars is that a ma-
terial that causes certain symptoms in a 
healthy person can, in extremely small 
doses, cure those same symptoms in 
an ill person. In other words, the thing 
that’s making someone sick can also 
help make that person better.
 Area residents interested in explor-
ing homeopathy can now visit Heights 
Family Health, located in the Heights 
Medical Center Building in the Cedar 
Fairmount district. Established by Uni-
versity Heights resident Patti Carlyle in 
November 2011, the practice addresses 
a wide range of conditions.   
 Carlyle, a certified homeopath, is 
excited about bringing this type of heal-
ing to the Heights. “I believe low-tech, 
gentle homeopathic treatment has the 
potential to change the health of this 
community,” she said.
 Heights Family Health offers an 

patti carlyle, a certified homeopath, is the owner of heights Family health.

initial complimentary 15-minute con-
sultation. The next step is a one- to  
two-hour appointment, which includes 
an in-depth health history review. 
“We’ll talk about your main complaint 
and what you want help with,” Carlyle 
explained,  “and how it limits you.” 
 After studying the information 
gathered during this session, Carlyle 
will then provide a homeopathic remedy 
that is designed to gently push the body 
further into symptoms so it can begin 
to heal itself. Remedies are made from 
thousands of different plant, mineral, 
and animal substances, including onion, 
salt, calcium, and a variety of other sub-
stances. 
 An extract of these substances is 
diluted in water and then “potentized” 
through a process of vigorous shaking, 
called succession. Because of the minute 
dose, the remedies are completely safe. 
The solution is then sprayed onto milk 
sugar pellets, which are dissolved under 
the tongue. The cost of most remedies 
is under $10.
 Carlyle can recommend remedies 
to address a wide range of adult chronic 
and acute conditions including asthma, 
chronic fatigue, pain, depression, anxi-

ety and sinus infections, to name a few.
 For children, she can help with ear 
infections, teething, diaper rash and 
eczema, colds and flu, sunburns, bee 
stings, nightmares, and behavioral is-
sues, such as hyperactivity.
 Carlyle offers family packages for 
treatment of young children and their 
parent(s) together. She conducts com-
munity-based informational sessions 
about homeopathy, and can also create 
customized classes and workshops.
 Although critics have branded 
homeopathy a pseudoscience, Carlyle 
firmly believes in its effectiveness. “The 
body has everything it needs to heal it-
self,” she said. “We mostly need to stay 

out of the way, and give it a gentle nudge 
when necessary.”
 Carlyle appreciates the warm 
welcome she’s received as a new small-
business owner in the Heights. “The 
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District has been very supportive, as has 
my landlord, Sal Russo,” she said. 
 Heights Family Health is located 
at 2460 Fairmount Blvd., Suite 203. For 
more information, call 216-370-3605, or 
go to www.heightsfamilyhealth.com for a 
complete list of services and fees. 

Kari Elsila, a resident of Cleveland Heights, 
is a proposal writer for the Nature Center at 
Shaker Lakes.

New postal regulations got you down?  
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Mail Service • Database Management • Office Administration

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep you on 
time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com

Richard Stewart

When Kim Lisboa, owner of Myxx 
Luxury Lounge and Restaurant in Cedar 
Fairmount, noticed fewer customers 
crossing the threshold of the former 
Jillian’s Billiard Club, she knew she 
had to make a bold move. After a near-
complete demolition and rebuild, the 
spacious new restaurant and lounge are 
more reminiscent of a place you’d find in 
Soho  than in Cleveland Heights.
 “I took over in late 2010 and tried 
to operate it as a pool hall,” said Lis-
boa, “but it wasn’t making money. The 
crowds weren’t large enough to make it 
profitable, so I decided to do something 
completely different.”
 Sporting a contemporary new decor 
that features granite bars, flowing white 
curtains, swanky lighting, and new bath-
rooms and furniture, Myxx—all 9,600 
square feet of it—opened in July 2011. 
 The menu features what Lisboa 
describes as “nouveau contemporary 
classic cuisine,” and includes a variety 
of small plates, steaks, salmon and pork 
chops. There is also a late night menu, 

and one just for kids.
 Myxx also features music, and 
brings in DJs, bands and other live 
entertainment. “Cleveland Heights 
needed a new place to go, not only for 
fine dining, but also for live entertain-
ment and dancing,” Lisboa said. “I took 
over the entire space with the concept 
of booking special events—birthday 
parties, bar mitzvah’s and larger social 
gatherings.” 
 The space is large enough to accom-

modate more than one event simulta-
neously. “When people walk in they 
say, ‘This is such a change from before. 
You did a fantastic job.’ Others say, ‘It’s 
so big, what a perfect venue for large 
groups,’” Lisboa said.
 So far, results have been . . .  well, 
mixed. Opening a new restaurant is 
seldom without challenges. Lisboa, who 
is also president of Cleveland Granite & 
Marble, lost her first chef after only six 
months, forcing the restaurant to sus-

pend food service for nearly two weeks. 
After hiring an interim chef for three 
months, she recently brought on Chef 
Jesse Mendoza and says she’s excited 
about Myxx’s prospects going forward. 
“He’s bringing a new flair that Cleve-
land hasn’t seen. He excels at mixing 
unusual combinations of flavors. I think 
he should give people a real incentive to 
stop in and try us out,” said Lisboa.
 Recently hired general manager 
Neil Fredricks has upgraded the sound 
system and added a stage, making the 
place even more music-friendly. He 
plans to diversify the slate of entertain-
ment acts, and plans to make Myxx a 
more club-oriented destination once 
the dinner hour closes out.
 “After ten, it’ll basically be a blend 
of good cuisine and fun. It’s basically the 
place Cleveland Heights residents have 
been waiting for . . .  and it’s here,” said 
Fredricks.

Richard Stewart is president of Digizoom 
Media, a Cleveland Heights-based video 
production company, and a FutureHeights 
board member.
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Heights Observer  April 3, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org21

made into a movie staring Kate Winslet, 
Jodie Foster and John C. Reilly, Reza has 
written six other plays, including “Art,” 
which ran on Broadway for more than 
a year.
 Joel Hammer, Dobama’s artistic 
director, is directing “God of Carnage.” 
He has worked as both an actor and di-
rector for Dobama Theatre for the past 
25 years, and also directed “Middletown” 
this winter. Hammer’s work as an actor 
was seen earlier this season when he 
played Sharky in “The Seafarer.”

 Performances are Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evenings, and Sunday 
afternoons. For a complete schedule, 
ticket prices, and reservations, call 
the Dobama Theatre box office at 216-
932-3396. Ask about reduced prices for 
RUSH tickets, the preview performance 
on Thursday, April 19, and the pay-as-
you-can performance on Sunday, April 

heights arts

• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this spring!
We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.

LL_HO.0312DB_Ad:Layout 1  2/20/12  3:56 PM  Page 1

apollo’s Fire hosts 
roaring ‘20s gala
Margi Griebling-Haigh

Apollo’s Fire, Cleveland’s Baroque 
orchestra, will present Speakeasy Spec-
tacular on Saturday, April 21 at 9:30 p.m. 
at the Shaker Heights Country Club.
 If you remember the 1920s only 
from the stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
here is an opportunity to become a flap-
per, sheik or varsity guy and dance to the 
lively music of the Jazz Age. The event 
is being held to support the orchestra’s 
education and outreach programs.
 Tickets for Speakeasy Spectacular 
are $65 per person. The Shaker Heights 
Country Club is located at 3300 Court-
land Blvd., in Shaker Heights. Leave 
your car with the valet, step into the 
back room, and learn the Charleston 
and fox trot as you enjoy an evening 
of music with a vintage flare. For more 
information, visit www.apollosfire.org.

Margi Griebling-Haigh is the box office 
and marketing assistant for Apollo’s Fire. 
A Cleveland Heights resident, she is also a 
member of Cleveland Composers Guild, a 
freelance oboist, composer and artist.

Dobama closes its season with ‘god of carnage’
Jewel Moulthrop 

Dobama Theatre announces its fifth and 
final show of this season, the regional 
premiere production of “God of Car-
nage” by Yasmina Reza. Performances 
begin on April 20, and the show runs 
until May 13.
 “God of Carnage” is the story of 
two seemingly courteous and civilized 
couples who meet after their sons have 
engaged in a fistfight in a neighborhood 
schoolyard. Michael and Veronica, 
whose son’s teeth were knocked out, 
invite Alan and Annette, whose son 
did the knocking, to their home to talk 
about the incident. Civility crumbles; 
the grownups behave badly as they argue 
about who influenced the bad behav-
ior of their children. Carnage erupts 
with finger-pointing, name-calling, and 
general mayhem. “God of Carnage” 
received the Tony Award for Best New 
Play in 2009.
 French playwright and novelist Yas-
mina Reza has received critical acclaim 
and numerous awards for her work, 
which has been produced worldwide 
and translated into 35 languages. In ad-
dition to “God of Carnage,” which was 

thirty seven students played in two jazz ensembles and two combos at Nighttown on March 6. the groups drew a full house audience that enthusiastically 
showed its support for both jazz and the young musicians. it was inspiring for the students. “the place is so intimate, the energy is very different from 
playing in its auditorium,” said one musician. View a photo gallery on the school’s website: www.chuh.org/schools/chhs/photos.

22. There will be an Opening Night 
reception on Friday, April 20.

Jewel Moulthrop is a resident of Cleveland 
Heights and a member of this newspaper’s 
editorial advisory committee.

Become an observer. 

Submit your stories to 

www.heightsobserver.org 
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classiFieD aDs

Interior Painting, Plaster/
Drywall Repair, Staining, 

Wallpaper Removal/
Installation, Skim Coating

 

Free Estimates  
216-287-7468 
www.allurepainting.net 

ALLURE PAINTING

Kitchen Remodels • Electrical 
House Painting • Plumbing  

Gutters • Housing Violations 

Call John at (216) 299-0000

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE 

Heights Based 

“You name it, we can do it.” 

M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m. & Sat. 8:45 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m.  
(Childcare Available) 

South Euclid Methodist Church 

Try a class FREE 
Then, register that day 
for discounted pricing. 
(First time customers) 

 Mary Beth  
 

(440) 542-0246 

M&S Cleaning 
COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL  

VACANCIES 
 

NO BUILDING TOO TALL, NO 
HOME TOO LARGE OR SMALL 

TO CLEAN FOR YOU! 

CALL 216-253-1621 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

(440) 209-1104		
Ravshalum@gmail.com	

5545	Wilson	Mills	Road	#104	Highland	Heights,	OH	44143 

PC EXPERT 
Computer	Sales	&	Repair	

Virus	Removal•	Data	Recovery	
System	Restore	•	More	

202-361-5692 or adaghbou@gmail.com 

A+ Math: Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry, Real and 
Complex  Analysis 

T U T O R I N G 

Physics: General & College 
Language: Spanish & French 
Credentials: B.S., Theoretical Physics, 
University Autonoma De Madrid, Spain 
Grad. School: University of Michigan 
Currently:  Pre-Medical Program, CWRU 

Roof and Siding 
Shingles and Tiles 
Replacement of  

Gutters and Drains 
Windows and Doors 
Laminate, Drywall, 

Flooring, Tile,  
Painting 

Exterior and Interior 

Free Estimate (216) 218-3676 
Insurance and Warranty 

olimp903@gmail.com 

Luxury Designs Inc. 

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & Tile Replacement 
Flashings & Copper Work 
Flat Roofs 
Gutter Cleaning & Repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

 
Let us turn 
your gently 
used clothes 
and household 
items into 
cash! 
 

Re-New  
Beginning 
Consignment 
Shop 
 
 
 
12726 Larchmere Blvd 
(216) 229‐7030 
Tues‐Sat, 10am‐6pm  
New consignors  
welcome! 

Faith   is   just   a   call   away . . . 

Prepare  
Yourself for the  

Spiritual  
Awakening! 

Specializing in Psychic 
Reading, Tarot Card 

Reading, Chakra Clean-
sing, Aura Cleansing, 
Reuniting Loved Ones 

and much more  

ONE  FREE  QUESTION 

Love,  
Confusion,  

Depression, Legal,  
Health,  

Financial problems, and 
much more  

Call for Appointment 216.682.6469  
Marie, Spiritual Adviser 

Volunteer at Forest hill park
Elsa Johnson

The East Cleveland Parks Association 
(ECPA), the volunteer organization 
that cares for Forest Hill Park, wishes 
to thank Milan Wylie for his generous 
donation of $1,400, designated for the 
removal of several oak trees. These 
large oaks had fallen in the Great 
Meadow, leaving unsightly stumps and 
large debris, which has made the Great  
Meadow difficult to mow. Although 
birders may bemoan the loss of the 
stumps for bird habitat, they should 
be reminded that many other stumps 
remain in unmanaged natural areas of 
the park. 
 The trees in the Great Meadow—
primarily oaks—are some of the oldest 
in the park. Many may be close to 200 
years old and are approaching the end 
of their natural life spans. They appear 
healthy until strong winds blow off 
a limb, revealing that they are often  
hollow inside. ECPA is encouraging 
the growth of replacement trees from 
the seedlings sprouting around the  
original trees. Fortunately oaks grow 
quickly, and one can already see  
significant growth of the replacements.
  This is also garlic mustard time. 
Garlic mustard is a spring flowering pot-
herb brought to this country from the 
Old World. Although it is edible, garlic 
mustard is considered an invasive nox-
ious weed because it grows so densely, 
blocking light for other plants. More 
importantly, it changes soil chemistry 

where it grows, making it more condu-
cive for its own survival and less condu-
cive for native plants. This chemical soil 
change destroys beneficial fungi in the 
soil that many native plants, including 
trees, need to thrive.  
 For this reason, it is Garlic Mustard 
Pull Time in Forest Hill Park. The plant 
is best removed before it goes to seed. 
Garlic mustard seeds remain viable for 
several years. Each plant can produce 
several hundred seeds, resulting in 
huge colonies in only a couple years. To 

see what garlic mustard looks like, go 
to Google and type “picture of garlic  
mustard.” Learn more about it, and  
feel free to pull it when you see some 
in the park. Leave the remains to 
decompose. Look for garlic mustard 
along path edges in the Great Meadow 
and throughout the park. Or join an 
organized pull. 
 Meet at the pavilion north of the 
Cleveland Heights baseball field com-
pound at 2 p.m. on any or all of the 
following dates: Sunday, April 1; Easter 

Sunday, April 8; and Sunday, April 15. 
After these dates, the plant will have 
gone to seed. Please bring gloves (there 
is poison ivy in some areas of the park) 
and water to drink.
 For more information about volun-
teer opportunities in the park, either 
as an individual or as an organization, 
call 216-956-5533 or e-mail elsanVic@
gmail.com. Tax deductible donations are 
gratefully accepted. You may designate 
your gift for tree removal or the Fund a 
Frond campaign to purchase and restore 
native plants to Forest Hill Park.

Elsa Johnson is an environmental designer, 
artist and writer. 

shaker Farm historic District is officially listed in 
National register of historic places
Mary Dunbar

On Feb. 15, the Shaker Farm Historic 
District was formally listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. This 
recognition was the culmination of a 
process involving many people at the lo-
cal, state and national levels over more 
than two years.
 The new historic district is essential-
ly the northern portion of land acquired 
and occupied by the North Union Shaker 
Community between 1822 and 1889. Be-
cause the Shaker Colony had dwindled 
and aged, the land was sold in 1892. New 
owners donated the Shaker Lakes and 
land along Doan Brook to Cleveland for 
a park in 1896, but it took almost two 
decades before houses were built on the 

adjacent land north of the park.
 Between 1910 and 1919, wealthy 
people employed leading architects to 
build about 60 percent of the homes in 
the district. Most of the rest of the struc-
tures in the district were built to similarly 
high standards between 1920 and 1929.
 Shaker Farm was one of the earliest 
suburban developments of Cleveland. 
Establishing streetcar service ensured 
the success of the development. Wealthy 
families were lured by the promise of 
healthy, country living. 
 Development of the area set the 
stage and established a model for the 
development of Shaker Heights, which 
broke off from Cleveland Heights in 1912 
and is celebrating its centennial this year.
 There are nine other Cleveland 

Heights historic districts in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Mary Dunbar is a member of the Cleveland 
Heights City Council. She nominated the 
Shaker Farm Historic District for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places.
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classiFieD aDs

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 5/31/12 

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

Sewing Instruction ages 9 and up 

SEW WHAT! 

Small groups 
Individual attention 
Classes now forming 
Pattern reading, basic machine skills, 
clothing construction and more ... 

Unity Center of the Heights 
Bookstore 

2653 S. Taylor Rd. (off Fairmount) 
www.unitycenteronline.org/ 

216-321-7566 
Sat-Sun 10-2 & Tues Thurs 4-7 
Spiritual & Metaphysical books, 

audio CDs, DVDs, music CDs, 
cards, art, jewelry, & more 

Large Inventory! Low Prices! 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

PROMARKPROMARKPROMARK   
   

         ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &   
SEAL COATINGSEAL COATINGSEAL COATING   
216216--249249--45074507  

  

FREE ESTIMATES! 
SEE US ON ANGIES LIST: 
WWW.PROMARKPAVING.NET   

SHUMAKER’S 
HARDWOOD FLOORS LLC

 

HIGH QUALITY HARDWOOD FLOOR SERVICES
FEATURING DUST-FREE SANDING 

 

Installation, Repair & Refinishing 
Family Owned & Operated 

Fully Insured 
 

PHONE: 216-659-7676
www.shumakers-hardwood-floors.com 

  

   

Sales & Service 
LCD * Plasma * DLP 

TVs * Sterios 
Monitors * Record Players

 

Parts, Supplies 
& Accessories 

DLP Lamps * Cables 
TV & Radio Parts 
Remote Controls 

Batteries 
Antennas * Tools 
Test Equipment 

 
We Buy Broken 

LCD & Plasma TVs

Rick Neiditz 
Mario Marra 
 

Sales (216) 241-0107 
Service (216) 241-4434 
Toll Free (800) 328-6445 
Fax (216) 241-4445 
 

M-F 11:30-5:30 
SAT. 11:00-5:00 
 
Email:Ramelectronics@aol.com 

1898 W. 25th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44113 

GET YOUR MOBILE  
WEBSITE 

 

It’s about Cell Phones and Tablets. 
We’ll build a site for your phone. 

 

www.m.YourFinancialJourney.com/mobile 
 

216-526-7699  

If you have a business card, 
you need a mobile site. 

Most people aren’t  
carrying laptops. 

INSTANT QUOTE 
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

 

AUTO /SR22/CAR/MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT/HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL 
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL 

$35/mo LIABILITY 
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE 

www.ohioinsurancequote.net 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road 

(216) 691-9227 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.facebook.com/heightshardware

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

Renovations • Remodeling  
Room Additions • Attics • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Basements 
Older Home Specialist 

 

An Experienced Home Renovation Company
 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

www.simplesolutionshr.com 
 

216-280-3765  

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 
HOME REPAIR 

MICHAEL’S ROOFING
EMERGENCY  
STOP LEAKS 

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST 
NEW ROOFS 

RECONDITIONED ROOFS 
 

WORK GUARANTEED 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 

CALL 216-630-6677  
ASK FOR MICHAEL

Fun & Friendly to Work With 
14077 Cedar Road  

(next to Burger King) 

216.321.1400 
info@heretoservetravel.com 

Leisure Travel • Corporate  
Groups • Honeymoons 

Limo Service 

“An agency driven by customer satisfaction” 

Lords Home  
Improvements LLC 
Kitchens*Bathrooms*Basements*Vinyl 
Siding*Carpeting*Electrical*Plumbing 

Phone: 440-666-0011 

Fax: 330-931-3827 
Lordshomeimprovements@gmail.com 
www.lordshomeimprovements.com 
Mention Ad to Receive:  

$100 off $1,000  

$500 off $5,000 

$1,000 off $10,000 

Licensed, Insured & Bonded  

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

AMERICAN TAXI
$35 Flat Fee 
to Airport*

Students, Groups 
Wheel Chair - 

Transportation 
 

*Per Person with 2 Hours  
Advance Reservation 

216.926.1557

Medical 
Vouchers 
Visa/MC 
Accepted 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

We are so nice to come home to.

       INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING

CORPORATE HOUSING ● BED & BREAKFAST

2450 Derbyshire Road ● Cleveland Heights
216.321.5400 • www.thealcazar.com
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For Specific Dates and Times and to REGISTER NOW, visit
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

SUMMER CAMPS
JUNE 18 - AUGUST 4

JAZZ CAMP // PIANO CAMP // SUZUKI CAMP // RAINBOW CAMP //
MUSIC BUILDERS // MUSICAL THEATRE // ADAPTED MUSICAL THEATRE // 

CHAMBER MUSIC CAMP // BRASS & WIND CAMP //
INTRO TO INSTRUMENTS // INTRO TO SUZUKI

These arts-enriched Summer Camps will infuse learning,
fun and creativity into your child’s day!

Programs are generously funded by:

What’s in your garage?
Now that the expansion to the Motorcars Toyota Service Center is complete, we are able 
to offer something no other dealership in Cleveland can. Motorcars Toyota now offers 

routine maintenance on any make or model vehicle at the same location.

The same trained technicians that you know and trust to work on your Toyota can now 
offer the same quality of service for your Ford, Chevy, Hyundai, or anything else you 
own. And since you’re servicing with Motorcars, you’ll receive all the benefits that you 
currently enjoy. Such as earning 15% of all your service work towards a new car on 

your rewards card and a free car wash with any service.  

Don’t forget these services can be performed until 3:00am Monday through Thursday 
in addition to our normal business hours.  Plus, any service comes with a free car wash.

Visit MotorcarsXpress.com today to learn more.

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

Call (216) 371-2401 -or- Text (216) 342-3605
to make an appointment today.

2950 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights


