
Heights Observer June 1, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org1

 

HEIGHTS OBSERVER
INSIDE

read local. shop local. 

FREE

takE o
nE

6
Cain Park 
Neighborhood 
Association 
cleans up 
Cain Park

11
Heights High 
students make 
a difference for 
senior adults 

14
Elaine Wolk’s 
award-winning 
artwork on 
display at Lee 
Road library

20 
Vote for your 
favorite local 
business

Fu
tu

re
H

ei
gh

ts 
21

63
 L

ee
 R

oa
d 

#
10

3
C

le
ve

la
nd

 H
ei

gh
ts,

 O
H

 4
41

18

  

D
el

iv
er

 t
o

 a
d

d
re

ss
ee

 o
r 

cu
rr

en
t r

es
id

en
t

Serving Cleveland Heights and University Heights   •   Latest news updates at www.heightsobserver.org 

Published by

Volume 5

Number 6

June 1, 2012

Residents gather for Save Our School meeting

Mosdos open to leasing, 
still wants to purchase 
Millikin property

CH-UH board weighs Plan C variations

CH passes sustainable zoning legislation
Simone Jasper

On May 21, Cleveland Heights City 
Council passed sustainable zoning legis-
lation. The revised zoning code aims to 
encourage sustainable development and 
practices in commercial and residential 
areas of the city.
 Vice Mayor Dennis R. Wilcox 
explained the city’s three-part sustain-
ability goals to council. “Sometimes we 
think about the environmental part, but 
it’s really social and economic sustain-
ability as well,” he said.
 The legislation contains amendments 
regulating rain barrels, chicken coops, 

compost bins, farmers markets, green-
houses, solar panels and wind turbines.
 The zoning code also includes major 
landscaping changes. New rules ensure 
the preservation of trees and other na-
tive plant species, and encourage water 
conservation in Cleveland Heights.
 At a May 14 work session, council 
members debated bicycle regulations and 
community gardens. The approved zon-
ing code includes revisions for both.
 Newly constructed public and 
commercial spaces in excess of 25,000 
square feet, or those with major addi-
tions, are now required to have bicycle 

continued on page 4

Kim Sergio Inglis

Following the Cleveland Height-Univer-
sity Heights School Board meeting on 
May 15, the district made this statement: 
“After coming out of executive session, 
the board announced during their work 
session Tuesday night [May 15] that 
they would like district administration 
to initiate negotiations with Mosdos 
Ohr Hatorah for a long term lease of 
Millikin.”
 Alan Rapoport, an attorney rep-
resenting Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, the 
private Jewish school that wants to 
purchase the Millikin property, said on 
May 23, “I can confirm that we are ac-
tively talking with school board lawyers 
about leasing. Mosdos wants to use the 
building as a school, and will consider 
any alternatives that will bring about 
that result. We’re trying to move fast. 
Mosdos is in a hurry, and my sense is 
that the board may be in a hurry.”

continued on page 9
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On May 22, a dozen residents of Univer-
sity Heights and Cleveland Heights ral-
lied at the Save Our School (SOS) meet-
ing at University Heights City Hall. The 
group voiced its discontent with the 
CH-UH City School District’s Plan C, 
insisting that University Heights should 
have a public elementary school.
 Plan C recommends closing three 
out of seven elementary schools in the 
CH-UH district. Gearity Professional 
Development School, the only public el-
ementary school in University Heights, 
would close under Plan C.
 SOS formed after the school dis-
trict presented Plan C to the public. 
The group’s goals are to convince school 
board members that Plan C is not the 
best option for the district, and to en-
courage people to vote against Plan C 
if it appears on the November ballot.
 “It is very, very important for a city 
to have an elementary school within its 
boundaries,” Christy Dolan, a Univer-
sity Heights parent, said.
 At the meeting, attendees ex-
pressed concerns about Plan C. Many 
worry that eliminating the city’s only 
public elementary school will decrease 
property values and discourage families 

from moving to University Heights. 
Group members believe these changes 
could have detrimental effects on the 
city’s future. “I really am concerned 
about the health of our community,” 
said Susan Infeld, University Heights 
mayor.
 Many said that they are pleased with 
the education their children receive 
at Gearity, and pointed out that the 
school’s enrollment has increased in 
recent years. They noted that University 
Heights has one-fourth of the school 
district’s overall population and should 
contain one of the four elementary 

schools within its borders.
 Objections to Plan C were not 
solely focused on Gearity. Others ex-
pressed concern that the facilities plan 
will increase taxes. Some noted that new 
school facilities built in other districts, 
including East Cleveland, Lakewood 
and Warren, did not improve the econo-
mies in those cities.
 “People in Cleveland Heights also 
do realize that this is a problem for 
University Heights and its residents,” 
Infeld said. Many Cleveland Heights 
residents want to construct the high 

Jodi Sourini speaks to the group while Christy Dolan writes ideas on a flip chart.

continued on page 5
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At the May 24 special meeting of the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
School Board, three new variations to 
school facilities master Plan C were 
presented by Stephen Shergalis, director 
of business services for the district.
 Each of the three new options—Plan 
C-1, Plan C-2 and Plan C-3—divides Plan 
C into two segments, with the high school 
slated as the first stage of the project.
 In Plan C, presented to the public on 
April 18, construction on the high school 
is put forth as the last phase of the project, 
to begin in 2018, and preceded by work (a 
mix of new construction and renovation) 
on three intermediate schools and four 
elementary schools. Plan C calls for the 
closure of Gearity Professional Develop-
ment School. The total budget projection 
is $206.2 million, with a proposed 2012 

bond issue of 6.83 mills.
 In Plan C-1: Segment 1 includes the 
high school, which would be financed by 
a bond issue in 2012. Segment 2 includes 
the three intermediate schools and the 
four primary schools, which would be 
financed by a bond issue in 2019. The 
total budget projection is $214.6 million, 
with a proposed bond issue of 3.96 mills 
in 2012 and 5.83 in 2019.
 In Plan C-2: Projects would be seg-
mented as in option C-1, but the plan also 
includes a fifth PK–3 primary building in UH 
at the Gearity site. The total budget projec-
tion is $230.5 million, with a proposed bond 
issue of 3.96 mills in 2012 and 6.6 in 2019.
 In Plan C-3: Projects would be seg-
mented as in option C-1, but the plan 
also relocates the Wiley 4–8 intermedi-
ate program to the Canterbury site, and 
the Canterbury PK–3 program to the 
Wiley site. The total budget projection 
is $230.5 million, with a proposed bond 
issue of 3.96 in 2012 and 6.6 in 2019.
 Shergalis said, “2019 is the next 
available time the district would have 
the ability to do additional borrowing as 
a bond issue.” He noted that projected 
costs are higher, in part, because wait-
ing until 2019 on the second segment of 
plans C1–3 factors in an estimated cost 
escalation of 1.5 percent per year. Projects 
funded by a 2019 bond issue would have 
a projected completion date of 2029.
 Eric Coble, school board member, 
said, “A portion of the community is very 
much in favor of C-1: do the high school, 
see how it goes, see how test scores are 
doing.” Besides the additional cost, he 

continued on page 5
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board and CH and UH city councils hold signs advocat-
ing for the sale of Millikin to Mosdos Ohr Hatorah. 
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Soon after FutureHeights launched the 
Heights Observer in 2008, it developed 
a partnership with the Heights Chap-
ter of the League of Women Voters, 
Cuyahoga Area (LWV) to produce the 
reports of city council, school board 
and library board meetings that are 
published in the newspaper.  As a citizen 
journalism project, the Observer relies 
on contributions from the community, 
and the reports of this well-respected 
organization seemed like a natural fit.
 LWV is a political organization, 
organized on three levels—national, 
state and local—and dedicated to 
encouraging active voter participation 
and advocating for good government. 
LWV does not endorse particular 
candidates, but does develop positions 
on, and advocates for, policy issues. 
 While the Observer partnership 
has enabled the local LWV chapter to 
reach a broader audience, both locally 
and nationally the LWV has, for many 
years, regularly attended and reported 
on local councils, boards and other 
public meetings to its members. The 

LWV’s detailed reports often include 
items that seem to be, or are, in fact, 
minor, but provide a more complete pic-
ture of what our elected officials do and 
how they spend taxpayer dollars. LWV 
reports serve the organization’s mission 
of being an advocate for good govern-
ment and creating awareness of the need, 
on occasion, for public action.
 LWV reports are edited and posted 
to an e-mail listserv of LWV members. 
Summaries of those reports are prepared 
for publication in both the online and 
print Heights Observer. Readers tell us 
that they appreciate that the summaries 
are a regular feature of our newspaper, 
even though there can be a significant 
lag from the time the meetings occur to 
when they appear in print. The online 
reports are published sooner and often 
contain more details.
 Maryann Barnes, coordinator of the 
LWV’s observer reports, says that she 
currently has about a dozen volunteers 
in her corps.  Most are meeting observ-
ers; a few are editors and summary 
writers for the Heights Observer. She says 
she could use a few more: two for each 
of the city councils, one for the library 
board. She also welcomes volunteers 
who are willing to substitute for regular 
observers.
 All observer volunteers must join 
LWV (dues are $60 dues per year) and 
abide by the organization’s principles. 

League of Women Voters partnership is democracy in action
While the observer represents LWV, 
her or his job is to record and report. 
If an observer is to make a public 
comment at a meeting, it must first 
be approved by the LWV Cuyahoga 
Area president, the official spokes-
person.  LWV observers must also be 
nonpartisan and must resign should 
they choose to run for office or actively 
support a candidate for office of the 
body they are observing. However, 
LWV doesn’t discourage such involve-
ment. In fact, Sue Pardee, a former 
LWV observer, is now a member of 
the University Heights City Council.
 In addition to its observer reports, 
LWV is well known for providing 
nonpartisan candidate information 
through public forums and voters’ 
guides. For the last several years, the 
Heights Chapter of LWV has part-
nered with FutureHeights and the 
Heights Observer to jointly provide 
these services to Heights residents.   
 If you are interested in actively 
promoting good government in our 
community, I urge you to consider 
joining the LWV and becoming an 
observer. For more information, 
contact Maryann at maryannbarnes@
roadrunner.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Opening 
THe ObSeRveR

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
A moment with Michael Ruhlman
Michael Ruhlman is the author of nine 
books including Ratio, Charcuterie, 
and The Soul of a Chef, as well as the 
co-author of seven cookbooks written 
with notable chefs, including The French 
Laundry Cookbook. He regularly writes 
about food for the New York Times, Los 
Angeles Times, on the Web at Ruhlman.
com and other food journals. He has 
appeared as a judge on “Iron Chef Amer-
ica,” “The Next Iron Chef” and PBS’s 
“Cooking Under Fire.” His latest book, 
the award-winning Ruhlman’s Twenty, 
is available at Mac’s Backs locally and 
online to the world. A fantastic book 
for every kitchen.

What is a typical day for you, how does 
your day unfold? My day used to be a lot 
more regular than it is now. When I was 
writing general nonfiction I would get 
up early and be at my desk at 7:30 and 

write until 11:30 and then be back at my 
desk at 3:00 and I’d write until 6:00 and 
. . . that’s how I wrote books . . . then 
by necessity I started to do all kinds of 
different things—writing cookbooks, 
making product, doing Internet com-
merce. 

—Tiffany Laufer

Plan C doesn’t right the wrongs of 
the 1970s
When we began the school facilities 
master planning process in 2010, the 
one thing I hoped it would accomplish 
was to right the wrongs that had been 
done to our district’s historic school 
buildings. I was dismayed to learn that 
Plan C doesn’t do it. Plan C calls for the 
preservation of the high school’s histor-
ic 1925 core, demolition of subsequent 
additions and the construction of new 
compatible spaces. It also calls for reno-
vating the historic cores of Roxboro and 
Monticello middle schools. But, alas, 
the three historic elementary schools 
the district plans to retain will remain as 
they are, with the unfortunate additions 
they gained in the 1970s intact. 
 In 1972, Heights residents passed 
a $19.5 million bond issue to construct 
four new buildings and renovate the 
schools district wide. Four school build-
ings, dating from the early 20th century, 
were demolished and replaced with new, 
open-plan buildings that were identical 
in layout. The footprint buildings, as they 
became known, were despised by educa-
tors, parents and children alike, and it is 
worth noting that if Plan C becomes a re-
ality none of the footprint buildings will 
remain in use as an elementary school.

—Deanna Bremer Fisher

* *

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

www.heightsobserver.org
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VNA hospice program
To the Editor:
It was enlightening to see an article about 
hospice in your wonderful publication. 
This letter is to broaden the readership’s 
understanding of the hospice process.
 The well-respected Visiting Nurse As-
sociation (VNA) has an innovative program 
called “special care” which cares for indi-
viduals who qualify for hospice but aren’t 
yet ready to take that step. The special care 
nurse offers information which helps the 
family weigh the pros and cons of treat-
ment, to help the family make an informed 
choice. Taking the step into special care 
allows the family time to adjust while the 
patient still receives ongoing treatment.
 Individuals of any age group who suffer 
from end-stage heart, lung or kidney dis-
ease; cancer; or Alzheimer’s are appropriate 
for this unique program. These individuals 
are cared for by VNA professionals in the 
home, assisted living or nursing home. If the 
family chooses hospice, there is continuity 
of nursing care.
 I’ve observed families paralyzed with 
guilt when they know life-prolonging 
treatments are no longer appropriate. I 
applaud VNA for making this program 
accessible to families who are struggling 
to make a compassionate choice. For 
more info, call 216-931-1400.

Laurel Hopwood, registered nurse
Cleveland Heights
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Retain Fairfax for 
community uses

To the Editor:
I am following the proposed reorga-
nization of the schools in Cleveland 
Heights, and am interested in the pos-
sible destiny of the property occupied 
by Fairfax Elementary School, which 
will be closed [under the school facilities 
plan]. I think this property should be 
retained by the city for community use. 
I would recommend it be repurposed 
for multiple uses including a community 
garden (existing use), as well as a park 
that would include both a playground 
for children and a dog park. The only 
dog park I know of near Cleveland 
Heights is on Monticello Boulevard 
near Green Road. I think a dog park at 
Fairfax would be well used.

Susan Staugaitis
Cleveland Heights

Cats and birds
To the Editor:

The bird feeders are out and the birds are 
everywhere. Yesterday on our step was 
a dead one, killed no doubt by a neigh-
bor’s cat, doing what comes naturally. I 
urge everyone to please keep their cats 
indoors until July so these little birds can 
have a nesting season during early spring 
and summer.

Samuel A. Nigro, M.D.
Cleveland Heights

Alexander’s success 
at Monticello
To the Editor:
I am writing to express my appreciation 
for everything that Monticello has done 
for my son, Alexander Buffington, a sev-
enth grader at Monticello, who has been 
on the honor roll all year. He has autism 
and was in Amber Hawes’ classroom last 
year and is with her again this year.
 Amber Hawes is an amazing teacher 
who discovered that Alexander has abil-
ity in math. She worked very hard with 
him in sixth grade, and moved him into 
the transmath class with Genevieve 
McDougal, who made sure he was wel-
come in the class. Thanks to everyone’s 
efforts, and Alexander’s hard work, he 
was doing A work. In the seventh grade 
transmath class, another amazing thing 
happened: Alexander was ahead of the 
class. His teacher, Stacey Friedman, 
set a new goal for him and Alexander 
transitioned to regular seventh-grade 
math during the second quarter. Sarah 
Cusick, Alexander’s current math 
teacher, and Hawes tutored him twice a 
week, after school, to help him catch up 
to the seventh-grade math curriculum. 
It’s working well so far, with Alexander 
maintaining an A- grade.
 At one point, we met with Am-
ber Hawes, Brian Sharosky (principal 
of Monticello), and others to discuss 
Alexander’s reading comprehension 
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June is for Dads and Grads

Give dad something 

different this year… 

Frame memories to last 

forever.

Remember graduates 

with a framed diploma or 

photos.

Certified Picture Framer 

on staff

Like us on 

Facebook

One picture is worth 1,000 words

Facts 2.0. Courtesy of Ralph Solonitz.

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

skills. Sharosky had some good ideas to 
help Alexander’s reading comprehen-
sion. Pleased with Alexander’s achieve-
ments, Sharosky has given him more 
mainstream possibilities. As a result, 
his placement next year will be very 
different. Alexander will be in main-
stream math, science and social studies, 
with some extra supports. He will also 
continue to receive help in reading and 
writing to help him reach grade level.
 One last thing, at the beginning of 
the year, Alexander was the victim of a 
bullying incident. Thanks to the prompt 
actions of Jennifer Colvin, guidance 
counselor, and Amber Hawes, there 
have been no recurrences.
 Something else about Alexander: 
he is an active participant in Special 
Olympics roller skating and ice skating. 
He does freestyle in both and has won 
gold medals in both events at the state 
level. To see video clips of Alexander 
skating, go to www.youtube.com and look 
for the “gailbuf” channel.

Gail Buffington
Cleveland Heights

Strawberry Festival

noble Road presbyterian Church’s annual 
Strawberry Festival will be held June 8, from 
6-8 p.m. Relax and socialize with friends and 
neighbors, and enjoy strawberries, ice cream, 
shortcakes and more. Outdoor lawn seating, 
weather permitting. Donations will be accepted 
and greatly appreciated. The church is located at 
2780 noble Road in Cleveland Heights.
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Enjoy the best of  
both worlds

Choose life at Judson Park

Living at Judson Park, you will have easy access to 

all the cultural advantages of University Circle,  

plus the conveniences and charm of the Heights.  

It’s the best of both worlds! Enjoy a flexible lifestyle 

that includes an award-winning health and wellness 

program. Engage with young people through a 

well-regarded, curriculum-based intergenerational 

program. Declare your independence today from all 

the chores, taxes and expenses of your home. Visit 

Judson Park today! Call (216) 791-2004 or visit 

www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson Manor   Judson Park   South Franklin Circle   Smart LivingTM at Home

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
APRIL 16, 2012
All council members were present.

City manager resigns
Council accepted the resignation of City man-
ager Robert C. Downey, authorized the mayor 
to execute an agreement regarding the terms 
of his separation, and appointed Susanna nier-
mann O’neil as interim manager. The city will 
provide a total payment to Downey of $75,000 
in lieu of payment for any accrued sick or vaca-
tion time or severance pay.
 Both council members and senior staff 
gave tributes and thanks to Downey, who was 
not present, for his service to the city. They 
praised his professionalism, hard work, integrity, 
ability to build teamwork, and leadership in both 
good times and hard times. mayor Edward 
Kelley also thanked O’neil for stepping in and 
pledged a national search, using a search firm, 
for a permanent city manager.

HCC—40 years old
mayor Kelley presented a proclamation in 
honor of the 40th anniversary of the Heights 
Community Congress (HCC).

Constitutional amendment
Several residents spoke supporting a campaign 
to pass a 28th amendment to the United States 
Constitution, designed to counter the impact of 
the Citizens United decision of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. They proposed placing an initiative on 
the november ballot in Cleveland Heights and 
asked council to pass a resolution stating that 
only human beings, not corporations, are en-
dowed with constitutional rights and that money 
is not speech, therefore enabling the regulation 
of political contributions. Further information 
may be found at movetoamend.org. mayor Kel-
ley asked Law Director John Gibbon to review 
the material provided and said council would 
address this request at a future work session.

National Preservation Month
Council declared may 2012 national Preserva-

tion month, supporting historic preservation as a 
tool for managing growth, revitalizing neighbor-
hoods, fostering local pride, and maintaining 
community character while enhancing livability. 
Seven free events co-sponsored by the city, the 
landmark commission, the historical society, the 
library, FutureHeights, Heights Bicycle Coalition, 
and the Home Repair Resource Center will take 
place through may, June and July.

CDBG funds for 2012
Council authorized the reprogramming and real-
location of Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds and the programming of additional 
funds awarded to the city. These changes were 
possible because CDBG funds were cut less 
drastically than anticipated and new funds were 
provided.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

mAy 7, 2012
All council members were present.

Vice manager appointment
Susanna niermann O’neil, acting city manager, 
announced the appointment of John Gibbon as 
vice city manager.

Loan to Burgers-N-Beer
Council authorized a loan contract with BnB 
CF, LLC under the city’s commercial revolving 
loan program to assist with the establishment of 
a Burgers-n-Beer restaurant at 1854 Coventry 
Road. The $60,000 will be made at an interest 
rate of three percent, with a seven-year repayment 
schedule after a one-year deferral. The restaurant 
is expected to create 11 new full-time jobs and 10 
part-time jobs. Because the loan is to be made with 
CDBG funds, there is a requirement that at least 
51 percent of the jobs (full-time equivalent) be 
dedicated for low-to-moderate income persons.

863 Nelaview Road
Council authorized the sale of the city-owned 
property at 863 nelaview Road, which was 
rehabilitated with federal neighborhood Stabi-
lization Program (nSP) funds. The property will 

be sold for $56,000 with $5,000 in down pay-
ment assistance to the buyer. The city received 
$2 million through nSP. Local governments can 
use nSP funds to buy abandoned, vacant and 
foreclosed homes, repair them, and then sell them. 
This is the 11th of 12 houses the city is renovating 
through nSP.

Nuisance properties
Council declared two abandoned properties, at 
3817 Delmore Road and 921 woodview Road, 
to be nuisances and authorized abatement.

Cedar-Lee camera surveillance
Council approved legislation enabling the instal-
lation of surveillance cameras in the Cedar Lee 
business district for crime deterrence and safety 
purposes. A license agreement with The Illuminat-
ing Company for the use of the company’s utility 
poles for attachments such as video cameras or 
other items includes a fee of $35.85 per pole, 
per year, increasing four percent annually. If it 
becomes necessary for The Illuminating Company 
to relocate any of its wires or equipment to ac-
commodate the city’s camera installation, the city 
will reimburse the company for those costs. The 
cost of a contract with ESI Companies Inc. for the 
purchase and installation of a SkyCop surveillance 
camera system with remote video monitoring and 
recording systems is not to exceed $76,000.

Denison Pool
The demolition of Denison Pool will soon be 
complete and the city will move forward with its 
plans for the site.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings 
of meeting summaries online at www.height-
sobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstracted 
from LwV observers’ written reports. The sum-
maries have been edited and prepared by Anne 
mcFarland, Charlene morse and maryann 
Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com 

parking spaces as well as nearby shower 
and locker facilities for cyclists. Each 
community garden can contain one 
beehive, as long as members approve it. 
Disapproving community garden mem-
bers, or residents living within 300 feet 
of the garden, have an opportunity to 
complain to the zoning administrator.
 Both Wilcox and Bonnie Caplan, 
council member, noted that the zoning 
codes took substantial planning and will in-
fluence the future of Cleveland Heights.
 “A city should lead by example, and 
this is one way we can lead,” Wilcox said. 
“I think we will be looking at the city to 
be more sustainable in the future.”
 Caplan said the zoning laws were a 
result of the community’s commitment 
to sustainability. “I congratulate the com-
munity and the staff for putting this all 
together because I think it is a wonderful 
thing that we’re doing,” she said.
 See the full zoning code on www.
clevelandheights.com.

Simone Jasper is a senior at Beaumont School. 
She is a staff writer for the Beaumont Voice 
student newspaper and an intern for the 
Heights Observer.

zoning continued from page 1

or join through Google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observation 
and selected highlights of public meetings and 
are not official statements of the Heights Chapter 
of the League of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. 
This disclaimer must accompany any redistribution 
of these reports.
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University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
APRIL 16, 2012
All council members were present.

Fuchs Mizrachi School property
Responding to a resident’s question regarding 
the demolition cost of the former Fuchs mizrachi 
School, mayor Susan Infeld said the county land 
bank estimated $200,000, including asbestos 
abatement. A bond issue would pay the costs. The 
building might be maintained for a community cen-
ter. Council authorized a purchase agreement with 
The Leonard and Susan Fuchs mizrachi School. 
Vice mayor Frankie Goldberg abstained. The 
funds being used are surplus revenue from 2011. 
The mayor commented that the park is feasible 
and that this is the last large piece of open land 
in the community. Residents who wish to serve on 
the park committee should contact city hall.

Julian Rogers to represent UH
Julian Rogers, county councilman, was scheduled 
to provide an update on county governance 
but postponed his comments due to the lengthy 
agenda. Due to redrawn districts, Rogers will 
represent University Heights as of January 2013. 
He noted that he attended Gearity Elementary 
School and gave his personal phone number to 

all present if they wanted to contact him.

Recreational fee changes
Council amended the rules and regulations for the 
operation of recreational facilities. Councilwoman 
Pamela Cameron, chair of the recreation committee, 
supported the recreation staff’s recommendation of 
changing the fee schedule. most significant was the 
increased cost of a family pass by $45. Rates were 
last changed in 2007, and the recreation depart-
ment has had difficulty covering its costs.

James Zupka, CPA
Council approved the appointment of James Zupka, 
CPA to conduct the annual city audit. Councilmen 
Steven Sims and Philip Ertel voted no. The state 
auditor chose this firm to conduct the audit. Sims 
claims that the city has had a prior negative history 
with this firm, but both Finance Director Larry Heiser 
and Interim Finance Director Anthony Ianiro have 
positive impressions of Zupka. Concerns may be 
expressed to the state auditor, but the city does not 
have a choice in this appointment.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

mAy 7, 2012
All council members were present.

Service director
mayor Infield has received 35 resumes for the 

position of service director and will interview eight 
candidates.

Deputy chief
James williams was sworn in as the new deputy 
chief of police.

Technology Advisory Commission
Council approved changing the name of the Cable 
TV & Internet Commission to the Technology Ad-
visory Commission. Sue Pardee, chair of the Civic 
Information Committee, said that the duties and 
responsibilities have expanded to recommend 
general policies relating to the operation and uses 
of technological tools and services.

Nominating petitions
Council changed the deadline for filing nominating 
petitions with the Cuyahoga County Board of Elec-
tions from 60 to 90 days. The board of elections 
director recommended this to conform with other 
political subdivisions.

Women and minority businesses
Councilman Steven Sims asked about getting pri-
mary contractors to hire women and minority busi-
nesses for subcontracts. Joseph Ciuni, city engineer, 
said that larger cities usually have mandates, but 
not smaller municipalities. He said it was possible to 
include language in requests for proposals encour-
aging such hires, but it would not affect their rating 

in terms of the bids. Council agreed to follow that 
path, and the law director will develop blanket 
language for future requests.

Violence against women
Council authorized the police department’s 
continued participation with other agencies 
in the Violence Against women grant-funded 
program coordinated by John Carroll University. 
Police Chief Steven Hammet said this is a federal 
program with many local partners including 
the Rape Crisis Center and the City of Shaker 
Heights.

Flashover incident
Fire Chief David Rodney said that, following a 
firefighter’s injury last summer in a “flashover” 
incident, the state fire marshal was contacted 
about specialized training. This is scheduled over 
three days next week, and other municipalities 
have been invited to participate. The four-hour 
training will include a “burn.”

LWV observer: Patricia Solomon.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.
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school portion of the facilities plan first, 
to build in more time to debate plans for 
the district’s elementary schools. Some 
in Cleveland Heights dislike that two 
schools within their city would close 
under Plan C, especially after the clos-
ing of Coventry Elementary School in 
2008.
 The group brainstormed ways to 
spread the word about its cause. The 
group hopes that SOS T-shirts, which 
were for sale at the meeting, will help. 
Other suggestions included distribut-
ing fliers to University Heights busi-
ness owners and residents, and having 
a group presence at public events and 
venues in the city.
 Members of SOS have contacted 
school board members to express their 
views, and encourage others to do 
the same. “Hopefully they will realize 
that there should be a public elemen-
tary school in this community,” Infeld 
said.
 The group hopes its efforts will 
convince school board members to vote 
against putting Plan C on the ballot.
 For more information about Save 
Our School, visit www.facebook.com/
savegearity or contact saveouruhschool@
gmail.com.

Simone Jasper is a senior at Beaumont School. 
She is a staff writer for the Beaumont Voice 
student newspaper and an intern for the 
Heights Observer.

gearity continued from page 1 plan c continued from page 1
asked, “What is the downside?”
 Doug Heuer, superintendent, out-
lined several concerns: “We have $40 
million in backlogged repairs, and most 
are not at the high school. So, a large 
portion of those will still be issues we’ll 
have to contend with. Problems like the 
recent one at Roxboro could start to 
multiply. We’re spending operating dol-
lars to maintain excess square footage.”
 Heuer also stressed the educational 
effect on the lower grades if the high 
school project is done first. “Front-load-
ing gets you better results academically 
than adding at the end of the line. By 
2029, we’ll have almost a generation and 
a half go through the district before we 
are at a point where we’re impacting all 
the students in the district.”
 Heuer said that if the board were to 
approve a plan for the high school by it-
self, the Ohio School Facilities Commis-
sion (OSFC) wouldn’t contribute funds. 
According to Heuer, the OSFC requires 
districts to submit a comprehensive 
K–12 plan, to qualify for funding.
 Shergalis commented, “I think we 
could do the high school, and get those 
plans to qualify.” He noted that, once 
filed, the master plan could change.
 Nancy Peppler, board member, said, 
“One of the clear recommendations from 
the citizen’s committee was that we not 
do part, we do all.” She added, “The 
numbers are still frightening to me. I’m 
not hearing only do the high school, I’m 
hearing do the high school first.”
 Coble said, “We owe it to the district 
to say that if we present a plan, we are not 
locked into a plan. We’d have to lock into 
the first portion, but it seems to me that 
we’d have some flexibility with the second 
segment, if the situation warrants it.”
 Throughout the three-hour meet-
ing, board members expressed concerns 
about the cost. Peppler asked what dol-
lar amount would reduce the proposed 
levy by a half mill. Al Baucco, of the firm 
Stifel Nicholas, said that “roughly $10 
million would cut one half mill.”
 Kal Zucker, board member, said, “I 
have some concerns about what we’re 
asking the community to bear. I abso-
lutely believe we need new facilities for 
our kids. I need to understand better 
how we come to these decisions. Are 
there other decisions we could have 

made along the way that would knock 
off $20 million?” Shergalis noted that 
the decisions made have been a “give 
and take” between the district’s consul-
tants and the administrative team.
 The board discussed sending out a 
survey to test community support for 
Plan C and its options. Karen Jones, 
school board president, said she was 
interested in seeing what a survey would 
say about keeping a PK–3 building at 
the Gearity site, “even though it is more 
expensive.” The most vocal objections 
to Plan C have come from the Univer-
sity Heights community, which opposes 
the closing of Gearity, the only public 

elementary school in that city. Jones 
said, “I don’t think population dictates 
another elementary school, but I think 
they [UH residents] deserve [one] 
within their boundary.”
 Ron Register, board member, com-
mented, “In general, time is wearing 
down.” Heuer said that, to place a levy 
on the November 2012 ballot, the board 
needs to pass two resolutions by July 9 
and a third resolution by July 31.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the newly 
designated Shaker Farm Historic District in 
Cleveland Heights.
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Happy Hour!
Monday through Saturday

4 p.m. to Close
 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Expires July 31, 2012. Not valid with other offers 
or discounts. 1 per table. Valid for food only. At Cedar & Fairmount in 

Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Bring in this ad 
and get 15% off 
your food bill.

Fences
Patios
Decks
Plantings

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky      (216) 321-7729

Decorate Your HomeLike a Pro! 
Take our easy-to-understand 

class taught by a licensed 
Architect & Interior Decorator! 

www.JudithEugeneDesigns.com 

216.408.5578
Call or click for a class schedule

!

Learn how to:
  • Use color & pattern 
  • Decorate on a budget
  • Organize & manage clutter 
                        Plus lots more!

Cain Park neighbors gain momentum

Kelli Fontenot

Since its inception late last year, the 
Cain Park Neighborhood Association 
(CPNA) has focused on making a dif-
ference in the community.
 Peter Titas, CPNA executive com-
mittee member, said that one of CPNA’s 
main objectives is to bring residents 
from Hyde Park Avenue, Superior 
Park Drive, Superior Road and South 
Compton together to build a stronger 
community and increase foot traffic in 
Cain Park.
 “Our goal is to reduce crime by 
having a greater presence in the neigh-
borhood park,” Titas said. “If there are 
people using the park, crime is less likely 
to occur. At least, that’s our logic. The 
police and city have been great. They’ve 
installed call boxes, increased the num-
ber of bike patrols, and listened to our 
concerns. But if we want crime to go 
down, we need to be an active part of 
the solution.”
 Michael Kinsella, another execu-
tive committee member, was robbed at 
gunpoint in the park two years ago. “It 
was pretty traumatic,” he said. “Every-
one heard about the incident, but a lot 
of people didn’t know it was someone 
on our street. I think if that happened 
again today, we’d all rally together and 
be able to help that person. It’s that 
fear and isolation that we’re trying to 
overcome.”
 Kerri Whitehouse, also a member 
of the executive committee, said safety 
is one of the group’s top priorities and 
is one of six committees established by 
CPNA. The other committees focus on 
park improvements, communications, 
event planning, housing concerns and 
welcoming dogs to the park.
 Whitehouse will head the dog 
project. “We’d like to be able to get 
the rules in Cain Park changed so that 
people can walk dogs in the park,” she 
said. “I’m a longtime dog owner and 
it’s always mystified me that a pro-
gressive area like Cleveland Heights 
doesn’t allow dogs in parks.” Plans for 
introducing dogs are still in the early 
stages, but Whitehouse noted that the 
city has been supportive and receptive 

to them.
 During the past two months, 
CPNA organized a park cleanup and 
its first community picnic. According 
to Kinsella, the group is working to 
bring other benefits to the park, such 
as concerts, a summer neighborhood 
block party, sledding days and movie 
nights.
 “We’ve seen considerable improve-
ment in safety, cleanliness and morale, 
all in a very short time,” Kinsella said. 
“We’ve all been recharged and re-
minded of why we chose to live in the 
neighborhood in the first place. The 
interest and momentum is just build-
ing. At every meeting, we’ve had more 
attendance; we had about 40 people at 
our last meeting.”
    Kinsella said that Jason Stein, 
Cleveland Heights City Council mem-
ber, represents CPNA at council meet-
ings, and has already helped to increase 
the group’s visibility and strength.   
 More details are available at www.
facebook.com/groups/CainParkNA/. Meet-
ings are open to the public, and take 
place at Cleveland Heights City Hall 
on the third Thursday of every month, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Kelli Fontenot is a writer and editor living 
in Cleveland Heights.

Local adults and kids helped out at the Cain park 
cleanup event organized by the Cpna. 
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Be real COOL this summer! 
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Hannheatingcooling.com

216-932-9755

Bonded
 Insured 
OH LIC 
#24462 

HEATING  

    COOLING

             PLUMBING 
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Mention this 
discount when 

scheduling. 
Tune-up allows 

for 45 minutes of 
labor per system; 

parts and labor 
for repairs 

additional. Valid 
during normal 

workday hours 
(M-F; 8-3:30). 

One discount per 
visit. Excludes 
non-standard 

and attic 
A/C systems.  

Expires 
7/31/2012

On the road again

Heights Bicycle Coalition

Riding a bicycle for transportation, 
fitness, and fun requires a few pieces 
of equipment: a well-running bicycle, a 
lock, a basket or bag to carry purchas-
es, and perhaps a helmet. However, the 
most important piece of equipment a 
cyclist needs is the skill and confidence 
to operate a bicycle safely and predict-
ably in traffic.
 If you are new to cycling or return-
ing after many years of car-focused 
transportation, please consider how 
you will develop the skill and confi-
dence needed to really enjoy cycling.

 Joining small group rides offers op-
portunities for new riders to develop 
cycling skills. But enrolling in bicycle 
driver’s classes at the Ohio City Bicycle 
Coop (OCBC), 1840 Columbus Road, 
Cleveland is the best way to learn and 
practice cycling skills.
 OCBC’s three-hour Intro to Traf-
fic Skills class includes skills needed 
to operate a bike in traffic. The Traffic 
Skills 101 class is longer but still easy and 
includes instruction on changing a flat. 
Find out more about the OCBC at www.
ohiocitycycles.org, or call 216-830-2667.
 For a list of local bike rides and 
clubs, see the Bike Cleveland website 
at www.bikecleveland.org.

The Heights Bicycle Coalition was formed 
in the spring of 2010 and works to encourage 
citizens to ride bicycles for fun, fitness and 
transportation.

LIFE CyCLE

HEIGHTS FRAME & ART
Custom Picture Framing

2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Buy local. 
Your merchants 

are your 
neighbors too!

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration
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Custom floral 
design for 
over 60 
years!

LOWERVILL F (216) 932-7550 E

2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 

24 hr. secure online ordering 
www.flowerville.net 

Michael Day 

• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard andgarden
amakeover this summer!
We’ve renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.
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216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380 • www.QBDS.net
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

QUINTANA’ S
B A R B E R  &  D R E A M  S P A

REDISCOVER

The Art of Barbering
                   $5.00 OFF ANY HAIR SERVICE

Treat  Yourse l f
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A Luxurious Massage  or any Facial
by our highly trained staff
$25.00 OFF ANY MASSAGE and/or FACIAL 

Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm, 
Wed 8 am - 8 pm, 
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm, 
Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

UH philanthropist and lymphoma survivor adds Boston Marathon to 
list of accomplishments
Diane DiPiero Rodio

All that hot yoga at Bikram Yoga in 
Shaker Heights certainly helped pre-
pare Kevin Goodman for the scorching 
heat he encountered during the Boston 
Marathon. As temperatures soared 
above the mid-80s, and the humid-
ity climbed well beyond a comfortable 
level, Goodman focused on the task at 
hand. He wanted to finish the race, not 
only for himself, but also in honor of 
those battling leukemia or lymphoma, 
and to thank the many donors who had 
pledged their support to him.
 Goodman, 49 and a resident of 
University Heights, raised more than 
$10,000 for the Leukemia and Lympho-
ma Society. His TNT team, with which 
he trained for the April 16 marathon, 
raised more than $1 million. Because 
the team dramatically surpassed the 
collective minimum of donations, 90 
percent of the total funds raised will 
directly benefit blood cancer research 
and support programs. On June 21 in 
Boston, Goodman will be honored by 
the Massachusetts Chapter of the Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society with the 
John Engdahl Award, which recognizes 
the accomplishments of individuals who 
have raised more than $10,000 for the 
charity.
 It is indeed a philanthropic endeav-
or of grand proportions. But Goodman’s 
runs are also proof of the power of heal-
ing and recovery—Goodman himself is 
a lymphoma survivor.
 Back home in University Heights, 
Goodman, a Heights High alumnus, is 
often seen loping through the neighbor-
hoods, seemingly just another runner 
enjoying a solid workout. His almost 
daily runs, though, are not just about 
physical and mental endurance. They 
serve as training for the marathons in 
which he participates in order to raise 
awareness and money for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society.
 “It isn’t just about me; it’s about all 
of us,” he said, referring to those who 
have been diagnosed with these cancers. 
“It’s about research and treatment and 
finding a cure.”
 In late March, Goodman invited 
co-workers, friends and others to a fund-
raiser at The Wine Spot, in Cleveland 
Heights. The wine tasting event raised 
$2,000 for Goodman’s team. That’s 
$2,000 in about two hours.
 “I’m always humbled by how kind 

people have been to me during my battle 
with lymphoma,” Goodman said. “The 
ongoing generosity of the community in 
response to my desire to raise awareness 
and funds for leukemia and lymphoma 
research is overwhelming.”
 As managing director of business 
development for BlueBridge Networks, 
a data storage and disaster recovery IT 
business in Cleveland and Columbus, 
Goodman must stay abreast of the latest 
trends and innovations in the industry.
 It is a job that finds him in the of-
fice well before 8 a.m. and sometimes 
has him working on weekends. Yet this 
husband and father of two finds time to 
remain active in the community. He is 
a volunteer with American Red Cross 
and Cleveland ARC, in addition to the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, and 
maintains a six-day training routine that 
includes running, hot yoga and personal 
training sessions.
 Seemingly tireless, Goodman ap-
pears to gain energy from his many 

professional, personal and philanthropic 
activities. His boundless energy no 
doubt helped him conquer lymphoma 
six years ago. He now puts that energy 
to work in his efforts to help others 
battling the disease.
 For Goodman, his step across the 
finish line at the Boston Marathon was 
just one more step he said he wants to 
take to help others win their own per-
sonal races. His next event will be the 
Greater Cleveland Triathlon on Aug. 5.
 To learn more about Kevin Good-
man’s TNT running team, or to donate, 
visit http://pages.teamintraining.org/noh/
grcletri12/kgoodman.

Diane DiPiero Rodio, a resident of Cleveland 
Heights, is a writer and editor whose work 
has appeared in many local and national 
publications.

Kevin goodman poses for photo before his big race in boston.

Day camp at Hope 
Church starts June 25

Don King 

Hope Lutheran Church, with assistance 
from Noble Road Presbyterian Church, 
will host a free day camp June 25-29,  
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will be held 
at Hope Lutheran, 2222 North Taylor 
Road, in Cleveland Heights.
 Registration is limited to the first 
30 campers, and is open to children who 
have completed kindergarten through 
sixth grade.
 Activities will include crafts, singing, 
games, sports, Bible study and special 
events, such as a special Ice Cream Social 
evening with a concert from the Hillcrest 
Band, and an all-family cookout.
 The camp is a cooperative effort of 
Hope Lutheran Church, Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church, and Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries in Ohio.
 For more information and a regis-
tration form, call 216-371-5252. Families 
must present a completed form (includ-
ing medical records, per ACA guide-
lines) and register in person on Monday, 
June 25, between 8:30 and 9 a.m.

Donald King is paster of Hope Lutheran 
Church.

Campers at the 2011 day camp. 

ph
o

to
 s

a
N

d
ra

 p
iN

d
el

l

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

Ke
Vi

N
 G

o
o

d
m

a
N



Heights Observer June 1, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org8

Japanese and Malaysian 
Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

WWW.PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM

KEEPING THE HEIGHTS

HIGH 
{ON CAFFEINE} 
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

2287 LEE ROAD + 1854 COVENTRY ROAD

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

Coit’s Growing
in your neighborhood

Healthy Produce. Healthy People. Healthy Connections.

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

SHN ‘Zoned for Green’ event focuses on new 
zoning code and sustainable home practices

Chris Hanson

On Tuesday, June 5, the Sustainable 
Heights Network (SHN) and the City 
of Cleveland Heights will sponsor 
“Zoned for Green! Opportunities for 
Sustainable Home Practices in Cleve-
land Heights.” From 5:30 to 7 p.m., 
attendees will learn how changes in 
the zoning code have practical applica-
tions to their homes. The event will be 
held at 12541 Cedar Road in Cleveland 
Heights, at the home of Jan and Gus 
Kious.
 Karen Knittel, Cleveland Heights 
city planner, will speak about the new 
sustainable zoning code amendment. 
“The sustainable zoning code provides 
our residents with the framework 
to incorporate sustainable practices 
into their daily lives through projects 
that are completed at their homes—
including gardening, laundry, energy re-
duction and creation, permeable drive-
ways, and the way we travel around 

town,” Knittel said. “I am excited about 
the opportunity to talk about the sus-
tainable zoning code amendment, and 
especially to discuss how this amend-
ment provides our residents with op-
portunities to enhance their lives and 
how it assists in maintaining Cleveland 
Heights as a viable and desirable com-
munity.”
 Organizers will set aside time dur-
ing the event for residents to meet and 
network with one another. Neighbors 
will be able to share local resources, and 
brainstorm additional ways to make the 
Heights even more sustainable.
 Attendees will tour the Kious’s 
straw bale house and learn how the 
family incorporated sustainability into 
the home by using building methods 
and materials that increase energy ef-
ficiency. Straw bales provide insulation 
and are the structural building blocks 
of the house. After the bales were 
stacked, the walls were finished with 
plaster. 
 Since its construction, the Kious’s 
house has been highlighted by the 
GreenCityBlueLake Institute at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 
and Heights Community Congress’s 
Heights Heritage House and Garden 
Tour.
 Refreshments will be provided. 
Parking is available at the Cedar Hill 
Baptist Church parking lot, located 
two houses east of the Kious’s house 
off Cedar Road. Space is limited, and 
early registration is recommended. For 
more information, visit www.sustain-
ableheightsnetwork.net.

Chris Hanson is a recent graduate of the 
Urban Studies program at Cleveland 
State University and an intern at Future-
Heights.
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Voting starts for Best of the Heights

The Kious’s straw bale house on Cedar Road is the location for the SHn event on June 5. 

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Heights residents can vote for their fa-
vorite local businesses in FutureHeights’s 
annual Best of the Heights awards survey. 
Residents have an opportunity to cast 
their ballots through Aug. 31, when Fu-
tureHeights will tabulate the results and 
select the winners in each category.
 “There are 21 award categories this 
year,” said Richard Stewart, Best of the 
Heights committee chair, “Some are 
the same as previous years, such as Best 
New Business, and others are new, such 
as Best Place for a Sandwich. We try to 
keep the program fresh and create op-
portunities for all types of businesses to 
be considered for an award.”
 Since 2005, FutureHeights—a non-
profit dedicated to creating a vibrant 
and sustainable future for the Heights 
through civic engagement and innova-
tive ideas—has conducted this public 
opinion survey to recognize the unique 
attributes of locally owned businesses 
in Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights, and their contributions to the 
local economy.
 “Independent businesses help 

define the unique character of the 
Heights,” said Lloyd Bell, Future-
Heights board president. “Together, 
they represent diversity and choice. 
Shopping with them strengthens our 
local economy. And local owners, having 
invested much of their life savings in 
their businesses, have a natural interest 
in the sustainability of our community. 
They give back, and support numerous 
Heights causes.”
 FutureHeights will announce the 
Best of the Heights winners at an awards 
ceremony in the fall, at a date and time 
to be determined. The name of one 
lucky survey respondent will be drawn 
at random at the awards ceremony, to 
receive a FutureHeights gift package.
 A Best of the Heights award ballot 
is printed on the back page of this issue 
of the Heights Observer, and ballots are 
also available at the many Heights inde-
pendent businesses or online at www.
futureheights.org. For more information, 
call FutureHeights at 216-320-1423.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

County passes landmark legislation

Barry Zucker

Pesticides bug me, and it looks like I 
am not alone. On April 11, Cuyahoga 
County Council passed a comprehen-
sive ordinance banning pesticides on 
all county-owned properties. Because 
pesticides are toxic chemicals that are 
ubiquitous in our environment, the de-
cision to reduce this burden is heroic. 
Councilmembers Julian Rogers (Cleve-
land Heights) and Sunny Simon (South 
Euclid) spearheaded the effort. Their 
leadership serves as an example to 
other Ohio officials that public health 
is always a priority and that safer pest 
and land management can work. Of 30 
commonly used lawn pesticides, 19 are 
linked to cancer, 15 are linked to birth 
defects, 15 to neurotoxicity and 11 to 
endocrine system disruption. Last 
year, for the sake of children’s health, 
New York and Connecticut banned 
pesticides from all school grounds and 

playing fields. For the same reason, 
Cleveland Heights banned pesticides 
on all city, school, library and daycare 
center grounds. Recent reports from 
Cornell and Harvard universities dem-
onstrate that transitioning to organic 
lawn-care practices saves money and 
produces healthier, disease-resistant 
turf when compared to chemical-based 
programs.
 Beyond Pesticides Ohio is helping 
Greater Cleveland school districts and 
cities adopt safe and affordable natural 
turf care policies, and is co-hosting 
Healthier, Cleaner, Greener Schools 
and Facilities, a forum at the Cleveland 
Botanical Garden (CBG) on Friday, 
June 15, 8 a.m. to noon. Speakers in-
clude Sunny Simon, Julian Rogers and a 
keynote speaker who will explain how 
he saves $250,000 per year by using 
green cleaning products and organic 
turf care at his school district. For 
more information or to register, call 
CBG at 216-721-1600, ext. 100 or visit 
www.cbgarden.org.

Barry Zucker is executive director of Be-
yond Pesticides Ohio.

Bug of the 
month

COMMUniTy newS
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COMMUniTy newS

It’s true. 

Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 
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Cedar Lee’s Rock the Block 2012

Simone Jasper

This summer, the Cedar Lee Special Im-
provement District (SID) will sponsor 
Rock the Block, a series of consumer-
appreciation events.
 “This will be our fourth year for 
Rock the Block,” said Kelly Robinson, 
director of Cedar Lee SID. At Rock 
the Block events, Cedar Lee patrons 
can enjoy music from local artists as 
well as complimentary appetizers, soft 
drinks, and door prizes. Two venues, 
The Wine Spot and The BottleHouse 
Brewery, will offer optional tastings for 
a small fee.
 “This is our way of thanking our 
customers for supporting the Lee Road 
businesses,” Robinson said. “It’s a lot of 

fun. We feature some of the best bands 
in Northeast Ohio.”
•  On June 21, The Wine Spot will fea-

ture Saborit Latin Jazz & Soul from 
6–8 p.m.

•  On July 26, The BottleHouse Brewery 
will feature Brent Kirby & The Lost 
Fortunes from 6–8 p.m.

•  On Aug. 9, Family Night, the New 
Heights Grill will feature The Brighter 
Side Band from 6–8 p.m. There will 
also be activities for children to enjoy, 
including games, a photo booth, and 
the iconic Rocket Car.

Simone Jasper is a senior at Beaumont School. 
She is a staff writer for the Beaumont Voice 
student newspaper, and she is an intern at the 
Heights Observer.

Welcoming reception for new CH 
and UH residents is July 1

New CH and UH police chiefs to speak June 20

River Valley Ringers annual spring 
concert on June 8
Amy Boyd-Kirksey 

The River Valley Ringers will present 
“Sp-ring Again!” on Friday, June 8 at 
7:30 p.m., at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 3740 Mayfield Road in 
Cleveland Heights. The annual spring 
concert will feature the world pre-
miere of H. Dean Wagner’s “Elegy,” 
which was composed for the River 
Valley Ringers and will be conducted 
by Wagner.
 The group wil l  also present 
works by composers Karen Lakey 
Buckwalter, Jason Krug and Emily Li, 
along with well-known compositions 
arranged for handbells, such as “Clas-
sical Gas.” The concert is free, and a 
free-will offering will be taken.
 The River Valley Ringers, under 
the artistic direction of Elizabeth 
Lucas, is an advanced four-octave 
handbell choir, with members from 
across Northeast Ohio. The group 
receives public support with local 
tax dollars from Cuyahoga Arts & 
Culture to preserve and enrich the re-
gion’s artistic and cultural heritage.

Amy Boyd-Kirksey, a handbell musician, 
plays with the River Valley Ringers.

Kevin Smith

FutureHeights will host Meet the New 
Police Chiefs, the latest event in its 
speaker series, on Wednesday, June 20, 
at 6:30 p.m. The event will be held at 
Myxx, 12459 Cedar Road in Cleveland 
Heights. 
 The evening will feature two speak-
ers, Jeff Robertson, chief of police for 
the City of Cleveland Heights, and 
Steven Hammett, chief of police for the 
City of University Heights. Both chiefs 
will discuss new initiatives they have 
been working on since taking their new 
positions, how their departments inter-
act with other communities, and how 
the community can be more involved 
in keeping our cities safe.

 The event is free, but registration is 
required. To RSVP for the event, go to 
http://futureheightsmeetthechiefs.eventbrite.
com/, call FutureHeights at 216-320-1423, 
or send an e-mail to info@futureheights.
org.

Kevin Smith is a member of the Future-
Heights Board of Directors.

yelena Tischenko

Three Heights-area civic organizations 
will host a welcoming reception for new 
residents of Cleveland Heights and Uni-
versity Heights on Sunday, July 1 at the 
Lee Road Library, 2345 Lee Road.
 The New Resident Welcome and 
Open House is scheduled from 2–3 p.m. 
at the Harvey & Friends bookstore on 
the second floor of the library. All new 
residents are invited to attend and enjoy 
light refreshments.
 “No other event brings together 
people from many organizations spe-
cifically to welcome newcomers,” said 
Kirsten Radivoyevitch, one of the vol-
unteer coordinators. “We want people to 
get to know the community, and to let 
them know that this is a great place with 
a lot to offer. The idea is to encourage 
people to get to know their neighbors, 
get involved in the community, learn the 

benefits of shopping locally, and discover 
the great facilities right in their neigh-
borhoods.”
 Sponsors for the reception include 
the Friends of the Heights Libraries, 
FutureHeights and Heights Community 
Congress.
 Ed Kelley, mayor of Cleveland 
Heights, will give a brief welcome. Civic 
leaders, including city and school offi-
cials, will be on hand to welcome and ori-
ent new residents. Local businesses will 
provide raffle prizes, and area schools, 
institutions and other organizations will 
have information available.
 For more information, call the 
Friends office at 216-932-3600, ext. 234, 
or e-mail friends@heightslibrary.org.

Yelena Tischenko is a senior magazine jour-
nalism major at Kent State University and 
a Heights Observer summer editorial 
intern.

 The May 15 executive session, closed 
to the public, came one day after the school 
facilities joint meeting of the board of edu-
cation and the city councils of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights, and on 
the heels of the district’s May 8 release of 
its new appraisal for the Millikin School 
property. That appraisal estimated the 
value of the Millikin building and adjacent 
land to be $770,000, as of April 24.
 The Millikin property was among the 
topics discussed at the May 14 meeting, and 
approximately half of the audience was there 
specifically to hear about Millikin. Children 
representing the Mosdos Ohr Hatorah com-
munity held signs that read “Millikin for 
Mosdos,” “Save Millikin School” and “I am 
a CH-UH student too.”
 Rapoport said, “Leasing is extreme-
ly complicated from a legal standpoint. 
The board lawyers [from Squire Sand-
ers] have been very creative and very 
helpful. I don’t know if that means we’ll 
end up with a lease, but the discussion 
has been good.”
 Asked for an updated comment on 
the process, and whether the board is only 
interested in leasing the Millikin building 
or is considering selling, Angee Shaker, di-
rector of communications for the district, 
stated in a May 23 e-mail: “Superintendent 
Doug Heuer said that our legal counsel has 
offered a long term lease option to Mosdos 
legal counsel. We are expecting a response 
by the end of this week.”
 Asked to confirm the timeframe 
for a response, Alan Rapoport charac-
terized what he received from district 
counsel as a “suggestion as to basic 
principals,” and confirmed the district’s 

lawyers “should be receiving a response 
before the end of the week.” Accord-
ing to Rapoport, this particular offer 
is just one step in the lease negotiation 
process. “They offer, we counteroffer, 
they counter counter, etc. Eventually, 
maybe, we reach agreement,” he said.
 Mosdos had commissioned its own 
appraisal of Millikin, which estimated 
the total “as-is” value of the property 
to be $600,000, as of March 7, 2012. 
The two appraisals used different com-
parable properties to estimate value. 
Both appraisals included descriptions 
of the condition of the property, and 
noted some of the repairs that might 
be required. Mosdos’s appraiser, Emily 
Braman, cited a 2005 building assess-
ment that “reported $3.3 million worth 
of needed improvements.”
 Rapoport said, “I don’t know how 
much we can anticipate it would cost to fix 
up the building. Both appraisals agree that 
the inside is in deplorable condition.” He 
noted, “Any lease would allocate respon-
sibilities for repairs—whether they would 
be done by landlord or tenant. Obviously, 
if improvements were made by the tenant, 
one would expect the terms of the lease 
to take that into consideration.”
 Rapoport emphasized that Mos-
dos is still interested in purchasing the 
property, but said, “The board extended 
an offer to discuss leasing, and we are 
responding. One way or another, Mosdos 
wants to use that building for a school.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the newly 
designated Shaker Farm Historic District in 
Cleveland Heights.

University Heights police Chief Steven Hammett and 
Cleveland Heights police Chief Jeff Robertson.

Call for entries to Heights Battle of the Bands
Kevin Smith 

FutureHeights will host a Heights-
based Battle of the Bands on Aug. 31 at 
the Grog Shop in Coventry Village. All 
musical genres are welcome. To qualify, 
at least one member of the band must 
live in Cleveland Heights or University 
Heights. 
 To enter, submit the band’s contact 

information and at least one musical se-
lection via e-mail to info@futureheights.
org, or by mail to: Battle of the Bands, 
c/o FutureHeights, 2163 Lee Road, Suite 
103, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. The 
deadline for entries is July 15. Fore more 
information, call 216-320-1423.

Kevin Smith is a member of the Future-
Heights Board of Directors.

mosdos continued from page 1

Buy local. 
Your merchants are your 

neighbors too
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HeigHTS SCHOOLS

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

2012 // 2013 CLASSES & PROGRAMS

FOR LIFEFOR LEARNING FOR LIVING

REGISTER TODAY!

EARLY CHILDHOOD - MUSIC THERAPY - MUSIC INSTRUCTION

1912-2012    //   Celebrating 100 years of quality music education

Register online at TheMusicSettlement.org
Click on the Course Info Tab to get started!

Programs are generously funded by:

Heights High Hall of Fame inducts ten

Hall of Fame inductees, l-r: Dr. philip yosowitz; Jean gaede, wife of Robert gaede (deceased); brent 
Routman; pamela ann Miller; Lois Klein goodman; and Harold Mendes

Jacalyn Elfvin

On May 3, the Cleveland Heights 
High School Distinguished Alumni 
Hall of Fame held its 32nd induction 
ceremony.
 The Hall of Fame was created as 
a way for Heights High to honor the 
accomplishments of its alumni while 
providing current students with solid 
examples of what they can accom-
plish in life. With more than 50,000 
graduates to date, Heights High has an 
impressive and diverse list of alumni. 
The general public makes Hall of Fame 
nominations, and a student commit-
tee, the Imagemakers, selects the 
inductees. In the selection process, 
students know the accomplishments 
of the nominees but do not know their 
names.

This year’s inductees include:
•  Robert Gaede, Class of  ’38 – Architect 

and Historic Preservationist
•  Lois Klein Goodman, Class of ’50 – 

Nonprofit Advocate
•  Dr. William Halal, Class of ’51 – Aero-

space Engineer and Educator
•  Dr. Susan Koppelman, Class of  ’58 – 

Womens Studies Pioneer
•  Dr. Mark Lurie, Class of ’62 – Physi-

cian and Researcher
•  Harold Mendes, Class of ’45 – Busi-

nessman and Education Advocate
•  Pamela Anne Miller, Class of ’73 – En-

vironmental Conservationist
•  Brent Routman, Class of ’74 – Attor-

ney and Author

•  Alisa Weilerstein, Class of ’99 – Musi-
cian and Performer

•  Dr. Philip Yosowitz, Class of ’59 – Phy-
sician and Musician

 “It’s not until you hear the induct-
ees speak and listen to their stories 
that you understand just why the 
students select them for the Hall of 
Fame,” said Eric Silverman, president 
of the Cleveland Heights High School 
Alumni Foundation and a 1987 Heights 
High graduate. “The wide breadth of 
careers and experiences we see with 
this year’s inductees is representative 
of the pluralism that is Heights High. 
With over 85 years of graduates, our 
Hall of Fame is just a sample of the 
amazing achievements our alumni have 
accomplished.”

 The evening program began with 
performances by the Heights Singers 
followed by remarks from the induct-
ees. The next morning, the new Hall of 
Famers visited Heights High to tour the 
building and speak to classes.
 The alumni foundation accepts 
nominations for the Hall of Fame year 
round. Application forms can be found 
at www.heightsalumni.org. The founda-
tion’s website also includes a complete 
listing of Hall of Fame inductees as well 
as biographies for inductees from the 
past 17 years.

Jacalyn Elfvin is administrative assistant in 
the Office of Communications and Commu-
nity Engagement for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.
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LIQUID PLANET LIQUID PLANET   
is now hiring  

Send%resume%to%%
info@liquid-planet.com 

See,ing%friendly%energetic%people%
4it5%exceptional%customer%ser8ice%
s,ills.%:5e%position%is%fast%paced%

and%team%oriented.%%
%

;e%offer%competiti8e%4ages%%
and%are%expanding%locally%%

and%nationally.% 

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote

Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198

Burton,Ohio

44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256
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Susie Kaeser

Last month, after I walked the third 
graders from across the street to school 
for another day of testing, I came 
home to a welcomed invitation to sign 
a petition, modeled after a resolution 
supported by more than 360 Texas 
school boards, calling for the end of 
high stakes testing.
 I’ve been waiting 10 years for the 
chance to speak up in an organized way 
on this issue. It finally came.
 The advent of standards and ac-
countability in the late 1990s confused 
me. On the one hand, I was thrilled by 
the explicit interest in addressing low 
achievement, and the value of defining 
what children should know so that we 
could take some of the randomness out 
of the education process. The downside 
was an expectation of improved results 
without an additional investment in 
anything except the tests used to mea-
sure learning.  The theory of change, 
it seems, was that test results would 
create the incentive educators needed 
to work harder.
 As a person who spends a lot of time 
in schools, I know firsthand that hard 
work isn’t the issue. Changing results 
takes a lot more than standardized tests 
and pressure on educators to do better.
 A standardized test—one single 
measure—gives a very limited view of 
student learning. Yet the accountability 
systems we now have in place to move 
schools forward rely heavily on this 
very weak link. Test results are the basis 
for “high stakes” decisions about who 
receives a diploma, teacher evaluation 
or pay, or the continued operation of a 
school. 
 I’m no expert on testing, but it is a 
refined science. And the experts know 
something about what is valid and 
what isn’t. In 2002 when I researched 
the debate about standards and high 
stakes testing, the experts were clear:  
Using standardized tests for high stakes  
decisions is simply not valid. It is dan-
gerous.
 Despite these warnings, and advice 
from education experts that improving 
teaching and learning is a complex pro-
cess, policy makers charged forward. 
They embraced simple explanations 

it’s time to speak up about testing

and simple solutions using weak instru-
ments like tests to drive change.  It was 
a way to look like they were in favor of 
education for all without investing in 
what might really lead to equity.  
 Educators went along with the 
program. It was the law and it was 
made clear, as instruction guru Richard 
Elmore observed in the September 2002 
edition of Harvard Magazine, “critics 
who suggest that there might be prob-
lems with the ways tests are used for 
accountability purposes are branded an 
apologist for a broken system.”
 That shut people up.
 Schools have taken the expecta-
tions seriously, and without additional 
resources have done their best to 
implement initiatives to intervene with 
children in the short run, and transform 
teaching and learning in the long run. 
Some have tried to game the system and 
got off track. But innovations that will 
produce different results have received 
short shrift in this blame-and-shame 
environment. It saddens me that all 
too frequently it has resulted in a nar-
row curriculum—if it isn’t tested it isn’t 
taught—limited time for innovative 
instruction, and lost excitement about 
teaching and learning.
 Kids are losing out.
 We’ve lived with No Child Left 
Behind for more than 10 years now, 
and with state testing for even longer. 
Finally those who had concerns are no 
longer holding their tongues. Account-
ability has its place, but it is wrong to 
depend on tests to create change.
 For the last dozen years, we’ve used 
test scores to deny diplomas, to stigma-
tize and label schools and teachers, to 
drive the best teachers from classrooms 
serving the neediest students, to market 
communities or hasten their decline. 
Test scores have been used to justify 
disinvestment in public education and 
giving up on poor children. Testing 
encourages judging schools instead 
of embracing their crucial role in our 
society and making them work.
 We want all kids to love learning. I 
don’t see testing helping that.
 Visit http://timeoutfromtesting.org/
nationalresolution/ if you want to join 
the chorus calling for change. It’s about 
time we did.

Susie Kaeser is a 30-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board of 
Parents for Public Schools.
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SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

2472 Overlook Road, #9, Cleveland Heights

(216) 321-1296  www.SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

2243 Warrensville Center in University Hts. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 11-5  •  Thursday 11-6  •  Saturday 11-3 

Gifts & Greeting Cards 
for all your needs

 Graduates, and Teachers, and Moms! Oh My!

Students donate to senior center

Joy Henderson

The criminal justice class at Cleveland 
Heights High School donated $650 to 
the Senior Center on April 26.
 The students wanted to make a 
difference in the lives of older citizens. 
“We know that it is hard for some senior 
citizens to pay their heating bills in the 
winter,” class member Bria Dennis said. 
“We just thought that if we could help 
even a few senior citizens, it would be 
a good thing to do.”

 The students presented the money 
that they raised to Cleveland Heights 
Office on Aging staff members Linda 
Katz and Amy Jenkins.
 “You have no idea how this will  
help a few of our seniors,” Jenkins said. 
She read the students a thank-you note 
from a recipient so that the students 
would know the importance of their 
action.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.

Athletes with top GPAs recognized

Joy Henderson

The Heights High athletes with the top 
100 GPAs were invited for refreshments 
and recognition on the afternoon of 
May 8. Kristin Hughes, athletic direc-
tor, congratulated the students for their 
accomplishments in the classroom and 
in athletics.
 Senior Meg Lentz (lacrosse) re-
ceived the award for the female athlete 

(l-R) Amy Jenkins, ch office on Aging supervisor; Brianna Ward, senior class vice president; Domonique 
hill, junior class president; stedman smith, senior class president; Bria Dennis, junior class vice president; 
linda Katz, ch office on Aging social worker.

Nearly all of the 100 athletes with the highest gPAs attended the scholar Athlete recognition ceremony.

with the highest GPA (4.7) and senior 
Erik Thiem (swim team) was recognized 
as the male athlete with the highest 
GPA (4.4). Many parents joined the 
students to celebrate their hard work 
and dedication to learning and academic 
success.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.
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Party with the Friends of Cain Park
during dinner and drinks, then enjoy the concert 
by America from the best seats in the house.

Thursday, July 19
Dinner Party 6:00pm - Concert 8:00pm

It’s an after-work affair, featuring fancy picnic fare In the 
covered Colonnade. Then it’s a short walk down to 
watch the concert from the first few rows of seats. 

America’s first hit, “Horse with No Name,” in 1971, 
was followed by “I Need You,” “Ventura Highway,” “Tin Man,”  
“Sister Golden Hair,” “You Can Do Magic,” and many others.  

Friends of Cain Park is a 21-year-old non-profit organization 
that helps support the park in a variety of ways, as well as 

providing monetary awards to graduating Heights High 
seniors every year in the fields of visual and performing arts.

Tickets are $60 for Friends of Cain Park members 
$70 for non-members

For reservations 
216-229-4516 

or 216-791-5149

CELEBRATE

and CAIN PARK

Don’t Search Alone! 
JobSeekers 
@ St. Paul’s  

Parking off rear entrance 
Free 

Non-Denominational 

Meets Fridays at 7:30 a.m. 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
2747 Fairmount Blvd. 

APRIL 23, 2012
All board members were present (Ron Register, 
by speaker phone).

Master facilities plan
The board heard a presentation and discussed 
a districtwide master facilities plan, including 
financing. Once approved by the board, the 
plan and cost would be submitted to the county 
auditor by July 9, for inclusion on the November 
2012 general election ballot.

Plan history and development
A districtwide facilities assessment in 2007 by 
Regency Construction found that short-term 
maintenance, costing $40 million, would bring 
the district up to Ohio School Facilities Com-
mission standards. A 2009 assessment by that 
commission found that total renovation of all 
facilities would require $225 million. In 2011, 
the district’s Citizens Facilities Committee toured 
the buildings and confirmed reports of outmoded 
systems, unsatisfactory building configurations, 
and excess space for the district’s 6,000 stu-
dents. The student population is projected to be 
5,575 in five years. The Ohio School Facilities 
Commission standard is 776,000 square feet of 
learning space for 6,000 students. The district 
has 1.26 million square feet.

Reconfiguration plan
Public feedback led to Idea C, which calls for the 
renovated high school to house 1,680 students, 
the three renovated middle schools to each 
house 700 fourth through eighth graders, and 
renovated Canterbury, Oxford and Roxboro el-
ementary schools, plus a new Boulevard Elemen-
tary School, to each house 420 kindergarteners 
through third graders, and 75 preschoolers. The 
elementary sites to remain open were chosen 
based on geographic distribution, student den-
sity, size, condition, cost to renovate, and the 
community’s preference for 1920s architecture.

Plan costs and financing options
The cost projection for Idea C is $189 million. A 
38-year bond issue could generate $158 million, 
which is the maximum bond revenue possible 
due to current legal constraints. The exact mill-
age needed is not known yet, but a millage of 
3.92 would cost taxpayers about $10 per month 
for a $100,000 house. The board discussed 
possibilities for generating additional funds to 
bring the total close to the needed $189 mil-
lion, including borrowing against its continuing 
permanent improvement levy or against savings 
that would accrue to the general fund because 
of the facilities reconfiguration.

Board questions and comments
Board members had many comments and ques-
tions regarding the impact of Idea C on racial 
breakdown among buildings, the link between 
building configuration and academic outcomes, 
the strength of the music program across the dis-
trict, funding for professional training in the use 
of the new configuration, the need for support 
staff, the development of the high school, and 
the timetable for availability of closed buildings. 
Gearity parents and University Heights residents 
expressed opposition to closing Gearity, but 
board members noted that closing Gearity was 
recommended in all three plans and that the 
facilities plan must consider what works best for 
the entire district. They instructed the district to 
investigate the potential impact of an elementary 
school’s closing on property values. The board 

will meet with both city councils on May 14 to 
discuss the facilities plan.

LWV observer: Nancy Dietrich.

MAY 1, 2012
All board members were present.

Facilities Planning
the high school
Stephen Shergalis, the district’s business director, 
reported that including Heights High in phase 
one of the project would cost an additional $8 
million. This is due partly to escalation costs—Plan 
C now leaves a smaller percentage of the costs 
to escalate over time. Also, providing “swing 
space” for all 1,600 high school students would 
be more costly if they were uprooted before 
other buildings had been vacated. Existing facili-
ties do not provide the kind of space needed for 
certain grade levels. Shergalis assured the board 
that no additional personnel costs would be as-
sociated with swing space, and that the district is 
committed to moving students only once before 
moving them into permanent space.

Racial balance
The Plan C reconfiguration would affect the 
racial balance among schools with Boulevard 
going from 92 to 87 percent minority, Canter-
bury from 72 to 75 percent, Monticello from 95 
to 96 percent, Oxford from 87 to 94 percent, 
Roxboro Elementary from 74 to 60 percent, 
Roxboro grades four through eight from 62 to 75 
percent, and Wiley from 90 to 94 percent. Due 
to federal regulations regarding student privacy, 
information on socioeconomic balance is not in 
the database and can only be obtained by a 
manual search, which Board Member Nancy 
Pepper requested.

student achievement
According to Shergalis, abundant data suggests 
that poor facilities negatively affect student 
achievement and normally functioning facilities 
have a positive affect. The most important factors 
are natural and artificial lighting, sound issues, 
and temperature and climate issues. Kal Zucker, 
board member, asked for information relating 
student achievement to the proposed grade 
level configuration.

Budget
The district team that interviewed construction 
firms concluded that Regency Construction had 
the expertise and experience to provide a high 
quality and accurate budget proposal including 
the creation of swing space. The district already 
has more information than most districts have at 
this point, and contingency plans are built into all 
aspects of the project. No detailed design plan 
exists at this point because the cost of design 
work is so high it is not practical to do one before 
the decision to move ahead is made and fund-
ing obtained. Board members’ questions will be 
answered and facilities discussion will continue 
at the May 15 work session.

LWV observer: Nancy Dietrich.

cleveland Heights-University 
Heights school Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  4.

heights artists win awards

Joy Henderson

Three Heights High student artists 
received awards at the 2012 Eleventh 
Congressional District Art Show, held 
on May 12 at the MLK branch of 
the Cleveland Public Library. Juniors 
Katy Collier and Jenna Goldthwaite’s 
paintings placed second and third, and 
sophomore Meredith Matia’s drawing 
placed second.
 Seven other Heights students 

entered pieces in the show: Adrian 
Berr, Emily Brock, Julia Gay, Darthil 
Mathews, Alexa Sollisch, Chloe Sud-
duth and Leonard White.
 Art teacher Susan Hood Cogan 
submitted the pieces and was very 
happy with her students’ performances. 
“All three of our winners are very well-
rounded and talented artists,” she said.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.

(l-R) Juniors Katy collier and Jenna goldthwaite’s paintings placed second and third, and sophomore 
Meredith Matia’s drawing placed second.

Observer advertising is good for your 

business and good for your community
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heights libraries summer 
reading programs for everyone
Anna Register

What kid (or adult for that matter) 
doesn’t long for summer fun during 
the school year? Whether one wants to 
explore distant lands, meet new friends, 
discover lost civilizations, travel to outer 
space, or ward off evil, summer adven-
tures  can be found through the Heights 
Libraries’ summer reading programs.
 Heights Libraries summer programs 
encourage kids, teens and adults to 
read this summer. The programs offer 
a unique approach to summer reading 
and reward participants for their ac-
complishments.
 The children’s summer reading 
program, Dream Big, has two catego-
ries: Read with Me and Independent 
Readers.
 The Read with Me program is de-
signed for children who still need adult 
help to get through their favorite books.
 Henry Drak, youth services librar-
ian, said, “Reading is also for kids who 
aren’t yet reading on their own. There 
are many skills that form the basis of 
literacy, and this program focuses on 
fun ways to practice them.”   
 For children who can read on their 
own, the Independent Reader program 
helps them to develop their budding 
skills. Kids can earn stickers, prizes and 
free books.

APRIL 16, 2012
Board Members James Roosa, vice president, 
and CarDala Carter were absent. [Carter had 
resigned due to an out-of-town move.]

Open Doors collaboration
Annemarie Grassi and Alyssa Nevins talked to 
the board about the activities supported by the 
Starting Point grant, which involves the library 
and Open Doors Academy. Basic activities are 
for middle and high school students, with an 
eight-week summer camp and family programs. 
Parents are expected to give back time to the 
program. There’s an alumni program for former 
students who continue to need support. The 
program for Heights High students is held at the 
library and includes tutoring twice a week for 
those with a grade-point average below 2.8, 
college visits, an apprenticeship program, and 
a field trip this year to El Salvador.

telephone system to be upgraded
Technology fund expenditures requested this 
month were $44,295.49, which will cover an 
upgrade to a new telephone system plus replace-
ment of a staff laptop used for training. CLEVNET 
now offers its member libraries the opportunity 
to link with its Cisco-based VoIP phone system, 
and the expenditure will cover equipment and 
licensing.

status of Dobama liquor license
The issue of a liquor license for Dobama is still 
tabled as liability insurance coverage continues 
to be an issue for further review.

March public service report highlights
•  Circulation staff is test-driving Tech Logic, a 

new self-charge system, so staff will be comfort-
able with the new system before demonstrating 

it to customers.
•  Coventry Village Library’s program with author 

Dan Chaon hosted 80 people. In another 
program. Kambri Crews, the hearing daughter 
of deaf parents, presented a reading and dis-
cussion of her memoir, Burn Down the Ground, 
to 65 people.

•  Noble Neighborhood Library’s Tuesday Eve-
ning Jazz program featured artist Debaniece. 
Reservations and the waiting list were filled 
within a week after registration opened.

•  Targeting grades three through six, the Youth 
Services Department is piloting a partnership 
program for Kids’ Science Challenge with 
WCPN 90.3 ideastream. The partnership will 
plan for a five-year grant from the National 
Institutes of Health.

•  At the University Heights Library, Robert Con-
rad, president of WCLV Radio, spoke at  Senior 
Citizen Happenings, and Aleese Fluharty, 
children’s services associate, presented a 
Lorax-themed family program at Whole Foods.

•  The University Heights Library and John Car-
roll University (JCU) partnered to offer two 
genealogy classes. In February, a session on 
researching African-American family history 
was held in the electronic classroom at JCU’s 
Grasselli Library. In turn, Marcy Milota, JCU 
librarian, presented “The ABCs of Genealogy” 
in the computer classroom at the Lee Road 
Library in March.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public library Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

What’s going on at your library? 
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Thursday, June 21, 7 p.m.
Family Film Night: Hugo. Family-friendly 
films every Thursday night throughout 
the summer. Snacks provided.
Saturday, June 30, 4 p.m.
Dream Big Magic Show. Magician Paul 
Gerber presents a funny magic, balloon, 
puppet, juggling storytime show for the 
whole family.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Friday, June 15, 3 p.m.
Teen Bake Sale. Support Teen Services by 
buying delicious baked goods.
Wednesday, June 20, 7 p.m.
Second Annual Pet Show. Bring your pets to 
the library and show them off. Registra-
tion required at www.heightslibrary.org.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Monday, June 18, 7 p.m.
Music that Fits in Your Pocket. Local musician 
Hal Walker teaches kids about instruments 
that fit in their pockets. For kids 5-12.
Tuesday, June 19, 7 p.m.
The Spiritual Roots of Jazz with Shari Hunter. 
Jazz vocalist and educator Shari Hunter 
is back for an informative and inspiring 
program.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Friday, June 22, 1:30 p.m.
Have You Read this Movie? The Adventures 
of Tintin. Teens, read the book, and then 
join us for the movie.
Thursday, June 28, at 7 p.m.
Let Your Fingers Do the Shopping: Online 
Shopping 101. 

  
ExplorE thE connEction 
bEtwEEn myth and rEality

Do you believe?  

Supporting Sponsor: John P. Murphy Foundation    Sponsor: The Giant Eagle Foundation
Promotional Sponsors: Cleveland Magazine, Cuyahoga County Public Library, The Plain Dealer, Time Warner Cable, WVIZ/WCPN ideastream 
Mythic Creatures: Dragons, Unicorns & Mermaids is organized by the American Museum of Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org), in collaboration with 
The Field Museum, Chicago; Canadian Museum of Civilization, Gatineau-Ottawa; Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney; and Fernbank Museum of 
Natural History, Atlanta. 

www.cmnh.org

ExtEndEd through auguSt 12

 This summer’s teen reading pro-
gram, Own the Night, is literacy and 
activity based. In addition to reading, 
teens must complete tasks to receive 
prizes.
 “Teen summer reading has an activ-
ity sheet, kind of like the game Connect 
Four,” Jessica Robbins, youth services 
librarian, said. “When kids get four 
across or four down they get a prize.”  
 Activities include finding 10 tips for 
staying safe at night, attending a library 
program, and reading three books to a 
younger child.
 Heights Libraries recognizes that 
adults enjoy summer reading as much 
as kids. The adult reading program, Be-
tween the Covers, features weekly draw-
ings for prizes and a grand prize drawing 
on Aug. 20. Adults fill out an entry form 
for each book they read and drop it in an 
entry box at any branch. 
 “You can take your books on vaca-
tion with you and maybe get some unin-
terrupted time on the beach,” Rebecca 
Katzenmeyer, adult services librarian, 
said. “Everything from mindless stuff, to 
stuff you’ve been meaning to read. Plus 
you can read with your kids—when you 
read, they read, and you encourage them. 
And yes, books on tape count.”
 Heights Libraries does not require 
participants to read specific books for 
the summer reading program, so the 

reading possibilities are endless, and  
librarians are always prepared with sug-
gestions.
 The teen summer reading program 
will begin June 9, and the children and 
adult programs will begin June 11. Visit 
any branch of the Heights Libraries to 
join the program. For more informa-
tion, visit www.heightslibrary.org or call 
216- 932-3600.

Anna Register is the marketing and com-
munity relations assistant for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Library System.

Over 300 teas,  
herbs, spices and  

culinary rx.

OVER 300 TEAS,  
HERBS, SPICES AND  

CULINARY RX.

(216)577-4171

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

(216)577-4171

Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
Fourth Way Study

1793 Coventry Village
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Monday - Saturday  11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday  1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Heights Observer: nonprofit 
and written by volunteers.
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ST ALBAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH – THE FIRST 120 YEARS 
1892—2012+ 

 

ST ALBAN & AGAPE CAMPUS INVITES YOU TO JOIN US 

 DURING THIS ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

 Beginning with…  

An Evening with Burning River Baroque 
Saturday, June 23 @ 8pm  

Feast of St Alban Celebration  
Sunday, June 24 @ 3pm 

2555 Euclid Hts. Blvd. 
Cleveland Hts., Ohio 

(On the corner of Edgehill and Euclid Hts. Blvd.) 
  
 

Judith Eugene

Person-centered care is a method of 
retirement home management that 
nurtures the physical, mental and 
emotional needs of the residents. It 
focuses on enhancing the quality of life, 
and empowering residents by involving 
them in almost every aspect of decision 
making about their care.
 According to The Ohio Person-
Centered Care Coalition in Columbus, 
“Person-centered care is a relationship-
based approach to care that honors and 
respects the voice of elders and those 
working closest with them. It involves 
a continuing process of listening and 
changing things in an effort to indi-
vidualize care.”
 The purpose of person-centered 
care is to make life for the residents 
less institutional and more home-like. 
This applies not only to personal care, 
but also to meal service methods and 
atmosphere, the number and type of 
recreational activities, and even the 
design of the buildings. 
 The Person-Centered Way: Revolution-
izing the Quality of Life in Long-Term Care, 
a book by Ohio gerontologist Dr. James 
H. Collins, gives examples of approach-
es to person-centered care. These 
include allowing residents to wake up 
at whatever time is most comfortable 
for them; to eat when they are hungry, 
rather than at prescribed mealtimes; 

Person-centered care—a holistic approach to retirement living

seNioR sceNe

and to eat what they want to eat, rather 
than having to choose from a set menu. 
Collins describes person-centered care 
as offering “privacy, dignity, autonomy, 
and self-worth” to the residents.
 Successful person-centered care 
involves a team-based approach to ev-
ery aspect of care, where the residents 
are an integral part of the team. Judson 
Smart Living, with locations at Univer-
sity Circle and Chagrin Falls, has been 
practicing this approach since 1999. 
 Lin Bartel, director of Judson 
member programming, said, “We base 
our entire approach on developing 
meaningful relationships between 
the residents and the staff, who work 
together to improve the quality of life 
for residents as well as employees.”
 Judson programming empow-
ers residents to live as fully and au-
tonomously as possible, in whatever 
ways are most meaningful to them. 
Residents decide what activities they 
would like to participate in, and some 
have even started new programs using 
their own personal skills and talents. 
Judson also offers intergenerational 
programming, uniting residents with 
students at local schools to share learn-
ing experiences.
 Judson offers their programs not 
only to their residents, but to the en-
tire Cleveland community. Their Well-
ness Center memberships are available 
to the public, and they have opened 
satellite centers in Cleveland Heights 
and Shaker Heights. Robert Lucarelli, 
director of communications, said,  
“We offer a platform for all older 
adults to remain meaningful members 

of society, and we give them tools to 
nurture that.”
 Call the Ohio Person-Centered 
Care Coalition at 614-466-5002 and 
Judson Smart Living at 216-721-1234. 

Judith Eugene provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for seniors and those 
with physical and mental challenges through 
www.LovingHandsGroup.com. Contact her 
at 216-408-5578.

Judson Park resident Martin simon, an accomplished cellist with the cleveland orchestra, performed 
a recital with cleveland institute of Music student caitlin lynch. lynch lives at Judson Manor through 
a special intergenerational housing collaboration between Judson and ciM. she and another student 
provide cultural programming for the residents in exchange for room and board.

cleveland heights resident elaine Wolk takes 
art classes at the cleveland heights senior 
Activity center. she won an award for her 
outstanding artwork at the lee Road library 
senior Art show.  Wolk will have additional 
work on display at the library during the 
month of June.

Heights senior citizen 
receives art award

heights culinary heritage show at 
council gardens on June 24
Hyla Winston

Council Gardens will host the first-
ever Heights Culinary Heritage Show, 
on June 24, at 2501 North Taylor Road 
in Cleveland Heights. The free, festive 
gathering for adults in the community 
will begin at 5 p.m., and is supported by 
a grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. 
 The evening will include free re-

freshments, ethnic music and dancing, 
tours of Council Gardens and the recent 
improvements financed by a $1.6 million 
Federal Green Retrofit Program Grant. 
There also will be tours of the organic 
produce gardens and an ethnic food 
recipe contest.
 Judges for the contest will include 
Michael Bloom, artistic director of 
the Cleveland Play House; Tom Fello 
of Tommy’s; Doug Katz of fire food & 
drink; Mark and Ruth Levine of Bistro 
185; Steven Pincus of Pincus Bakery; 
Burt Saltzman of Dave’s Supermarkets; 
Ricardo Sandoval of Felice and Fat Cats; 
Alex Schneider of Restaurant Europa; 
Raj Singh of Taste; and Laura Taxel, 
journalist and author of Cleveland Ethnic 
Eats.
 Council Gardens (www.councilgar-
dens.org) is a cluster of garden apart-
ments on North Taylor Road, just north 
of Mayfield Road. It was established 
in 1963 by National Council of Jewish 
Women, Cleveland Section, and offers 
affordable independent housing for 
people of all backgrounds, age 62 and 
over, and for mobility-impaired adults 
of any age.  
 Barbara Mervine is the CEO of 
Council Gardens, Debbie Hoffmann 
is the board chair, and co-chairs of the 
event are Becky Chesler and Linda 
Friedman.
 Tickets must be reserved in ad-
vance. Space is limited, and free valet 
parking is available. For information and 
to reserve free tickets, call 216-630-7740.

Hyla Winston is a freelance communications 
consultant and is on the board of trustees of 
Council Gardens.
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12916 Larchmere Blvd
Cleveland OH 44120 216-229-7846

•  Complete Collision and  
Mechanical Repairs

•  Rental cars on premise

•  Limited Lifetime Warranty

•  Interior Cleaning / Exterior 
Waxing
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Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

Julia’s creations, jewelry store, opens on lee
Simone Jasper

On May 5, Shaker Heights residents 
Julia and Victor Nimmons opened Julia’s 
Creations, a jewelry boutique on Lee 
Road in Cleveland Heights.
 The couple has been married for 
two years, and both worked at Metro-
Health for more than 30 years before 
resigning from their jobs.
 “I decided to follow my passion,” 
Victor said. He wrote a book, Perception, 
in just 87 days.
 After leaving their jobs, they started 
God’s Work Inc., a nonprofit organiza-
tion designed to end hunger and estab-
lish cultural centers for young people. 
Meanwhile, Julia was adjusting to retire-
ment. “I was trying to find something 
that I liked,” she said.
 Julia found an outlet in jewelry mak-
ing and eventually converted one floor 
of their home into a jewelry studio. “I 
love jewelry anyway, so it was right up 
my alley,” she said. As her hobby grew, 
the couple decided to open a store. 
 They began to search for a location. 
After driving by a vacant building on 
Lee Road, Victor recalled, “We saw op-
portunity there because of the amount 
of foot traffic.
 Julia agrees that their business is in 
a prime location. “It’s fast paced right 
in this spot,” she said.
 Julia’s Creations has a colorful store-
front and a cozy interior. “Handmade 
jewelry, along with the ambiance and the 
intimate feel,” said Julia, “makes people 
feel special.”
 The store features one-of-a-kind, 
handmade items displayed on pedestals, 
tables, shelves, and inside glass cases. 
“Items range from $2 to $100 for the 
more intricate pieces,” Victor said.
 In addition to selling Julia’s jew-
elry, the shop also sells sunglasses, hats,  
bags, body oils, organic soaps, and  
music by local artists. There are items 
at Julia’s Creations for both men and 
women.
 Julia and Victor think that the 
best part of their business is pleasing 
customers. “We enjoy it immensely,” 
Victor said. “I love seeing them,” Julia 
said. “It’s like they’re in a candy store.”
 Despite the challenges that come 
with opening a business,Victor thinks 
that Julia’s Creations will thrive in this 
economy. “For a lot of women, jewelry 
and accessories are necessities,” he said.
 Julia feels happy that she is able to 
offer affordable items to her customers. 

She encourages others who want to start 
a business. “Go for it,” she said.

Simone Jasper is a senior at Beaumont School. 
She is a staff writer for the Beaumont Voice 
student newspaper and an intern for the 
Heights Observer.

Vero Bistro set to open in June at cedar Fairmount

Julia’s creations
216-673-1696
2242 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
M - S 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sun. 2 to 6 p.m.
www.Juliascreationsjewelry.net

Julia and Victor Nimmons , owners of Julia’s creations.

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm-1 am

Kaye Lowe

Marc-Aurele Buholzer will open a stone 
oven pizza and Italian gelato restaurant 
in the former site of La Gelateria and 
Pizzeria on Cedar Road. Buholzer is 
familiar with the business, as he helped 
open the previous restaurant in 2002. 
He then worked at La Gelateria and 
Pizzeria while attending college and 
pursuing a degree in philosophy and 
business. 
 Buholzer saw the closing of the 
former restaurant as an opportunity 
to pursue his dream of owning his own 
business. He chose the name Vero, 
meaning “true” or “real” in Italian. Vero 
will offer simple, traditional Neapolitan 
pizza with a thin crust, homemade 
sauce, and the freshest of ingredients—
local when possible. The pizza is baked 
in a traditional wood-burning brick 
oven, which was imported from Italy. 
Although best enjoyed within minutes 
fresh from the oven, the pizza will be 
available for takeout as well.
 Vero’s gelato will be delivered fresh 
daily. Buholzer will continue to offer 
customers’ favorite flavors,  such as pis-
tacchio, gianduia and stracciatella, and 
flavors will be rotated monthly. Buhol-
zer is excited to offer homemade waffle 
cones, made on-site each day.
 Buholzer has completely remodeled 
the space to produce a comfortable and 
welcoming atmosphere. More room has 
been made for tables and chairs, and the 
decor is modern-rustic with wooden 
tables, brick accents and warm colors. 
Soundproof panels have been strategi-
cally and aesthetically placed to help 
create a pleasant dining experience. 

Pendant lights hang over the tables on 
the dining mezzanine.
 Buholzer said he hopes students will 
come in to enjoy a respite from their 
studies by gathering for a pizza with 
friends. The upstairs loft will be available 

for groups, and is well-suited for birthday 
parties, meetings or special occasions.

Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the 
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District.
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Marc-Aurele Buholzer stands in front of the wood-fired pizza oven.
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Vero Bistro

216-229-8383

12421 Cedar Road,  Cleveland Heights 

M-Th 11 a.m. to10 p.m., F-Sat 11 a.m. to11p.m.

Sun. 11a.m. to 9 p.m.

info@verocleveland.com
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 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com Financing Available 

Specializing in: 
Residential Driveways 
Asphalt & Concrete 
Masonry 
Roofing  

Sealcoating 
Siding 
Windows 

A+ rating 

Spring is here!  

1812 COVENTRY RD   216-320-9761 
across from the parking garage   SleepSourceUSA.com 
*Offer valid May 16, 2012 thru July 8, 2012. Certain restrictions apply. See store for details.

WE ARE YOUR SOURCE fOR TEmpUR-pEDiC.

SLE-10070 TP_Heights Observer June Ad_4.83x3.5.indd   1 5/22/12   12:42 PM

lopez: a cleveland heights staple
Richard Stewart

In the restaurant business, longevity is 
rare and a reputation for consistency is 
hard to maintain. After 32 years, Lopez 
on Lee Road, formerly Lopez y Gonza-
lez, has managed to achieved both and 
become a Cleveland Heights institution.
 Craig Sumers and Brad Friedlander 
founded Lopez in 1979. The South-
western-themed restaurant originally 
opened at the intersection of Washing-
ton Boulevard and Lee Road. After a 
rocky beginning, a review in the Plain 
Dealer’s Friday Magazine provided a 
boost of publicity that immediately led 
to lines out the door.
 “As a young man I always worked 
in restaurants and had a penchant for 
entertaining,” said Sumers, now the sole 
owner of Lopez. “I had a strong desire 
to entertain and cook. But as soon as I 
opened the restaurant, I quit cooking.” 
He knew that working in the kitchen 
was not conducive to running a success-
ful restaurant, and that finding a solid 
chef was imperative.
  “We were fortunate to have Rick 
Bayless as our first chef,” Sumers said. 
Bayless is now an internationally ac-
claimed celebrity chef, restauranteur 
and TV personality who specializes in 
Mexican cuisine. Yet, Lopez continued 
to thrive after his departure. “Ever since, 

Another enemy in the heights
Chris Hanson

Call it “swag,” call it subculture, skater-
wear, call it whatever you want.  Another 
Enemy is a Cleveland Heights clothing 
brand that is gaining rave reviews across 
the nation, with notable celebrities 
donning the attire, rumors of bans from 
Cavaliers courtside seats, and more. It 
opened its flagship in Cleveland Heights 
just four months ago, at 13437 Cedar 
Road.
 Another Enemy, launched in 2009 
by owner Justin Lipsky, focuses on pro-
viding apparel to hard-to-reach core 
demographics and younger consumers. 
He said the brand was started as a re-
sponse to the declining quality of graph-
ics in the brands of the streetwear and 
skateboard clothing industry, including 
Hurley, Fox, Billabong and Volcom.
 “Until recently, our business focus 
was on growing the brand through 

wholesale to streetwear and skateboard 
boutiques, and it is currently carried 
by more than 50 stores worldwide,”  
Lipsky said.
 Another Enemy has been picked 
up by celebrities such as Chumlee from 
the History Channel’s reality TV show 
“Pawn Stars,” singer Chris Brown, rap-
per Cory Gunz, and others. The men’s 
clothing line has appeared on the MTV 
news website, and on e-commerce sites 
such as Imfromcleveland.com and 
Eighty81.com.
 It hasn’t been all sunshine and rain-
bows for Another Enemy, though. The 
brand is rumored to have been banned 
from Cleveland Cavaliers courtside 
seats. According to www.anotherenemy.
com, “For one year after one of our 
friends switched teams, courtside ushers 
were known to pass out Cavs T-shirts in 
place of our logo tee.” Another Enemy 
created its own version of the classic 

Cavaliers logo, which Lebron James 
sometimes sported. 
 Another Enemy has worked with 
the Lebron James Family Foundation, 
founded in 2004 to teach children to be 
physically fit, academically focused and 
environmentally aware. The synergy has 
helped to raise the brand’s awareness, as 
well as create some good karma.
 With its popularity growing, Anoth-
er Enemy decided to set up shop locally. 
“In December of 2011, we launched our 
flagship store. Now, we have split our 
focus between running a retail location, 
an online store and wholesale growth,” 

said Lipsky. “Our store sells Another 
Enemy T-shirts, hats, sweatshirts, and 
accessories alongside other streetwear 
brands like Waters+Army, Benny Gold, 
Loser Machine, Heel Bruise, and Dark 
Seas.”
 Playing to the brand’s youth culture 
image, Lipsky said: “If anyone wants to 
challenge a staff member to Marvel vs. 
Capcom®, we have the arcade version in 
store and are accepting challengers.”

Chris Hanson is a senior in the Urban Studies 
program at Cleveland State University and 
an intern at FutureHeights.

we’ve been lucky to have a number of 
talented chefs,” said Sumers, “Only five 
or six in 32 years.”
 After nearly a 20-year run in its 
original location, Lopez temporarily 
suspended operations due to lease dis-
agreements. The restaurant reopened 
in its current location in 2001. Somers 
said, “With the help and assistance of 
the City of Cleveland Heights Planning 
and Development Department, we were 
able to purchase the former Yorkville 
Café and went from 70 to 150 seats, plus 
a patio.”
 A major impetuous for selecting the 
current location was the desire to capi-
talize on the proposed condominium 

Another enemy's flagship store in cleveland heights is located at 13437 cedar Road.

project at the corner of Lee and Tul-
lamore roads, a project that eventually 
fell through. In spite of that, Lopez 
flourished behind its excellent food and 
stellar reputation.
 “Our success is predicated on a lot 
more than the business we would have 
gotten from that building,” Sumers said. 
“The quality of the food and service 
goes far beyond Lee Road. We attract 

customers from the west side of Cleve-
land all the way to Akron.”
 Michael Herschman has been ex-
ecutive chef for over a year, and brings 
experience and passion to the position. 
“I see Lopez through the eyes of the 
community and the customer base 
because I live right down the street,” 
Herschman said. “I have a great crew of 
guys, some of whom I’ve worked with 
before, and we have a similar work ethic. 
We all try to out-cook one another.”
 Sumers said his successful collabora-
tion with Herschman has given Lopez 
a strong foundation—one that enables 
the pair to launch expansion plans. “The 
future is bright,” Sumers said. “We’re 
going to be opening another Lopez on 
the east bank of the Flats in the spring 
or summer of 2013, and there are other 
restaurant projects in the works.”
 Sumers says he feels nostalgic 
when he reflects on the history of the 
restaurant. “I’ve seen families that had 
little babies when they first came in, 
now their kids are coming in with their 
kids,” said Sumers. “We’ve been really 
fortunate. Cleveland Heights has been 
very good to us. It’s hard to imagine that 
we could have had this type of longevity 
and loyalty in many other communities. 
I’m a resident of Cleveland Heights and 
I love it here.”

Richard Stewart is the owner of Digizoom 
Media and a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.

Michael herschman, executive chef, and craig sumers, owner, of lopez.

lopez
216-932-9000
2196 Lee Road Cleveland Heights
M - Th 5:30 - 10 p.m. 
F - S 5 - 11 p.m., Sun. 2 - 9 p.m.
www.lopezonlee.com
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another enemy
216-233-8144
13437 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights
T-Sat. 12 to 7 p.m.
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chamberFest cleveland has heights roots
Daniel Budin 

ChamberFEST Cleveland, the brain-
child of Cleveland Heights native Diana 
Cohen, kicks off its inaugural season 
June 27.  ChamberFEST Cleveland is 
an intensive summer chamber music 
festival, featuring outstanding musicians 
in both traditional and nontraditional 
concert settings throughout Cleveland. 
The festival aims to enhance the region’s 
passion for classical music through in-
novative performances and venues.
 Talented musicians have surround-
ed Cohen, executive and artistic direc-
tor of ChamberFEST Cleveland, since 
birth.  The daughter of Franklin Cohen, 
principal clarinetist of the Cleveland 
Orchestra, and the late Lynette Diers 
Cohen, a well-known local bassoonist, 
Cohen is now the concertmaster of the 
Richmond Symphony.  Her brother, 
Alexander, is the principal timpanist of 
the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra. As 
an alumna of Cleveland Heights High 
School and the Cleveland Institute of 
Music (CIM), Cohen was determined 
to bring a world-class chamber music 
festival to her hometown.
 After enlisting her father as co-
artistic director, Cohen incorporated 
ChamberFEST Cleveland as a nonprofit 
organization and began the arduous task 
of fundraising. Through a fall benefit 
concert in a beautiful Heights home, 
along with the help of grants, donations 
and community support, ChamberFEST 
Cleveland has finally become a reality.
 “My father and I are absolutely 
thrilled to be bringing ChamberFEST 
Cleveland to our city,” Cohen said.  
“Despite Cleveland’s culturally rich 
traditions, an international caliber 
chamber music festival has never ex-
isted here. We cannot wait to change 
that, and are so excited to introduce 
our roster of 16 world-class musicians, 
an acclaimed speaker and visual artist.  
ChamberFEST will offer chamber music 
at its finest, and a host of other special 
touches including post-concert Brazil-

ian and gypsy jam sessions, fantastic 
local food offerings, and a real chance 
to engage with the community.”
 Running from June 27 to July 1, 
ChamberFEST Cleveland will feature 
performances at the Cleveland Institute 
of Music, CWRU’s Harkness Chapel, 
the Dunham Tavern Museum, and The 
Wine Spot in Cleveland Heights.  Each 
venue will host unique performances; 
the event at The Wine Spot will feature 
a Movie Night, complete with live ac-
companiment to the silent film, “Sher-
lock Jr.,” as well as a complimentary 
wine flight.
 For tickets or information, visit 

coventry Village tour launches heights 
historical mobile phone app

Mark souther, associate professor of history at cleveland state University and member of the cleveland heights 
landmark commission, leads an app-enhanced walking tour of coventry Village on May 19, using cleveland  
historical, a mobile phone app developed by csU’s Digital humanities Department. 
the tour is the first of four neighborhood tours to be developed for the app by Future-
heights, csU, the cleveland heights historical society, and the city of cleveland heights  
landmark commission, and is generously funded by the residents of cuyahoga county through a public 
grant from cuyahoga Arts & culture, and with support from the city of cleveland heights, cleveland 
heights Mayor ed Kelley, the coventry Village siD, the cedar Fairmount siD, Nighttown Restaurant, ch 
council Member Dennis Wilcox and others. Download the free app at the iPhone App store, Android 
Market or http://clevelandhistorical.org.

chamberFest cleveland co-artistic directors Franklin and Diana cohen.

www.chamberfestcleveland.com or call the 
CIM box office at 216-791-5000 ext. 411.

Daniel Budin is a lifelong Cleveland Heights 
resident and member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.

Could it be that God 
didn’t intend you to age?

Come hear this public talk given by
Mark Swinney, CSB

member of the Christian Science Board of Lectureship

Saturday, June 16, 2012  • 7:30 p.m.
The Alcazar

2450 Derbyshire Road, Cleveland Heights
(drive through & drop-off, elevator access)

Park free at the Cedar Hill Baptist Church, one block east, 
and catch the shuttle

child care provided
for further information call 216-932-3020

sponsored by First Church of Christ, Scientist, Cleveland

Could it be 
that God didn’t 
intend you to age?

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

Buy local. Your merchants are 
your neighbors too.
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(440) 209-1104		
Ravshalum@gmail.com	

5545	Wilson	Mills	Road	#104	Highland	Heights,	OH	44143 

PC EXPERT 
Computer	Sales	&	Repair	

Virus	Removal•	Data	Recovery	
System	Restore	•	More	

AMERICAN TAXI
$35 Flat Fee 
to Airport*

Students, Groups 
Wheel Chair - 

Transportation 
 

*Per Person with 2 Hours  
Advance Reservation 

216.926.1557

Medical 
Vouchers 
Visa/MC 
Accepted 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

 

 

SEW WHAT? 
Children’s Sewing Classes Age 

9 and Up 
Small groups 
Individual attention 
Sign up now for summer 
Pattern reading, basic machine skills, 

clothing construction, and more... 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

 

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

We are so nice to come home to.

       INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING

CORPORATE HOUSING ● BED & BREAKFAST

2450 Derbyshire Road ● Cleveland Heights
216.321.5400 • www.thealcazar.com

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & Tile Replacement 
Flashings & Copper Work 
Flat Roofs 
Gutter Cleaning & Repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

Emerald Ash Borer  
is Here! 

Save your trees  
by treating them early 

 
 

Call for pricing/info 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE 
Certified Arborist 

(216)-932-3244 
E-mail: alstrees@roadrunner.com

Buying
Paying CashCozy at Home Pet Sitting 

Bonded and Insured 
 

Owned by a Registered  
Veterinary Technician 

 
Member, Pet Sitters International 
New Client Discounts Available! 

 

(216) 382-5468 
 

www.cozyathomepets.com 

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

Unity Center of the Heights 
Bookstore 

2653 S. Taylor Rd. (off Fairmount) 
www.unitycenteronline.org/ 

216-321-7566 
Sat-Sun 10-2 & Tues Thurs 4-7 
Spiritual & Metaphysical books, 

audio CDs, DVDs, music CDs, 
cards, art, jewelry, & more 

Large Inventory! Low Prices! 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

the 30th annual Roxboro Arts Festival was held May 19 at Roxboro elementary school. highlights 
from the fun-filled event included rides on the euclid Beach Rocket car, make-your-own chia pet and 
facepainting. Pictured are Roxboro kindergarteners Juliette godard (left) and Anna Fisher, with Anna’s 
brother Max Bauders. 

Roxboro Arts Festival
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Dobama theatre annual gala June 15
Yelena Tischenko

Dobama Theatre is holding its annual 
gala fundraiser, DOBAMARAMA, on 
Friday, June 15 at the Cleveland Botanical 
Garden. The special guest will be Carter 
L. Bays, creator and executive producer 
of CBS-TV’s “How I Met Your Mother.”
 Bays, a graduate of Shaker Heights 
High School, was a 1992 winner of 
Dobama Theatre’s Marilyn Bianchi 
Kids’ Playwriting Festival. He was a 
writer for “The Late Show With David 
Letterman” and has received five Emmy 
nominations for his work.
 The evening will include a silent 
auction, open bar, special presentation 
by Bays, live music and dancing after 
8:30 p.m. Admission for the event is 
two-tiered: Star Gazers enter at 6 p.m., 
and Night Bloomers at 8:30 p.m. Star 
Gazers will arrive for cocktails and din-
ner with Bays, and Night Bloomers will 
arrive for dessert and open bar.
 Tickets can be purchased anytime 
before June 5, and are $125 for Star 

Gazers and $40 for Night Bloomers.  
For more information or to purchase 
tickets, contact Dobama Theatre at 
216-932-3396 or visit www.dobama.org/
dobamarama.

Yelena Tischenko is a senior magazine jour-
nalism major at Kent State University and a 
Heights Observer summer editorial intern.

carter Bays, a graduate of shaker heights high, 
and creator of “how i Met your Mother,” is the 
featured guest at Dobama’s annual fundraiser.

Interior Painting, Plaster/
Drywall Repair, Staining, 

Wallpaper Removal/
Installation, Skim Coating

 

Free Estimates  
216-287-7468 
www.allurepainting.net 

ALLURE PAINTING
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call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 
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INSTANT QUOTE 
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

 

AUTO /SR22/CAR/MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT/HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL 
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL 

$35/mo LIABILITY 
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE 

www.ohioinsurancequote.net 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road 

(216) 691-9227 

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes,  
Porsche, Audi, General Motors and Honda 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

PROMARKPROMARKPROMARK   
   

         ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &   
SEAL COATINGSEAL COATINGSEAL COATING   
216216--249249--45074507  

  

FREE ESTIMATES! 
SEE US ON ANGIES LIST: 
WWW.PROMARKPAVING.NET   

Roof and Siding 
Shingles and Tiles 
Replacement of  

Gutters and Drains 
Windows and Doors 
Laminate, Drywall, 

Flooring, Tile,  
Painting 

Exterior and Interior 

Free Estimate (216) 218-3676 
Insurance and Warranty 

olimp903@gmail.com 

Luxury Designs Inc. 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

  

   

Sales & Service 
LCD * Plasma * DLP 

TVs * Sterios 
Monitors * Record Players

 

Parts, Supplies 
& Accessories 

DLP Lamps * Cables 
TV & Radio Parts 
Remote Controls 

Batteries 
Antennas * Tools 
Test Equipment 

 
We Buy Broken 

LCD & Plasma TVs

Rick Neiditz 
Mario Marra 
 

Sales (216) 241-0107 
Service (216) 241-4434 
Toll Free (800) 328-6445 
Fax (216) 241-4445 
 

M-F 11:30-5:30 
SAT. 11:00-5:00 
 
Email:Ramelectronics@aol.com 

1898 W. 25th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44113 

ARE YOU READY FOR A 
GETAWAY? 

 Offer ends soon. 
Call 216-526-7699 

To Book Air or Cruise…
www.SunAndFunTravels.com 

I have an offer that entitles  
you and a companion to 3  

fun-filled days and 2 exciting  
evenings of deluxe hotel  

accommodations at one of  
24 beautiful destinations for 

only $20. 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 7/31/12 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.facebook.com/heightshardware

Kitchen Remodels • Electrical 
House Painting • Plumbing  

Gutters • Housing Violations 

Call John at (216) 299-0000

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE 

Heights Based 

“You name it, we can do it.” 

EDWARDS PAINTING 
& HOME SERVICES 

Interior/Exterior 
Power washing  
and restoration 

Housing violations 

216-780-2455  
 

roberte1964@att.net 
 

Member of the community for more than 40 years!

John R. O’Connor, LISW
Clinical Social Worker 

Individual, Couple 
and Group  

Psychotherapy 

(216) 229-2100 #4
12417 Cedar Road, Suites 21-24 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 

(Above Starbucks) 

D. L. Dunkle & Associates

Fun & Friendly to Work With 
14077 Cedar Road  

(next to Burger King) 

216.321.1400 
info@heretoservetravel.com 

Leisure Travel • Corporate  
Groups • Honeymoons 

Limo Service 

“An agency driven by customer satisfaction” 

Lords Home  
Improvements LLC 
Kitchens*Bathrooms*Basements*Vinyl 
Siding*Carpeting*Electrical*Plumbing 

Phone: 440-666-0011 

Fax: 330-931-3827 
Lordshomeimprovements@gmail.com 
www.lordshomeimprovements.com 
Mention Ad to Receive:  

$100 off $1,000  

$500 off $5,000 

$1,000 off $10,000 

Licensed, Insured & Bonded  

Renovations • Remodeling  
Room Additions • Attics • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Basements 
Older Home Specialist 

 

An Experienced Home Renovation Company
 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

www.simplesolutionshr.com 
 

216-280-3765  

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 
HOME REPAIR 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

NICK’S BRICKS

216-371-5421 
Masonry  Concrete  
 Permeable Pavement 

Patios  Walkways
Retaining Walls 

OFFICE NET CENTRAL
Workspace without the Overhead! 

**NOW IN SHAKER SQUARE!** 

Rent Now! 
PRIVATE OFFICE AVAIL. 
CUBICLE OR TABLE SPACE 
2 CONFERENCE ROOMS  
VIRTUAL SERVICES;PRINTING SERVICES 
COMPUTER REPAIR 

LUNCH & LEARN: It’s Time to Make Money! 
Wed., June 20, 11:30 am-1:30 pm. $10 (includes lunch). 

13212 Shaker Square, Suite #100 
 Cleveland, OH 44120 

Tel# 216.229.3002 Fax# 216.229.9190 
 

www.OfficeNetCentral.com OfficeNetCentral@att.net 

M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m. & Sat. 8:45 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m.  
(Childcare Available) 

South Euclid Methodist Church 

Try a class FREE 
Then, register that day 
for discounted pricing. 
(First time customers) 

 Mary Beth  
 

(440) 542-0246 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 



Heights Observer June 1, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org20

$149
Per Month

Noah Daniel (216) 548-9995
NoahDaniel@MotorcarsHonda.com

2012 Accord LX Sedan
For well qualified lessees. 36 month lease $2,706 due at signing, plus tax, 
tag and $250 doc fee. Security deposit waived with approved credit. All 
leases through AHFG with no security deposit required with approved 

credit. Automatic transmission.

AWARDS
2012
Best of the heights Cast your  

ballot today for  
Best of the Heights!

Best new business 

Best University Heights business 

Best Cleveland Heights business 

Best pizza 

Best curb appeal 

Best ethnic eats 

Best coffee 

Best place to express your spirituality 

Best bar, pub, or tavern 

Best place to take your kids 

Best place to take a date

Best place to get in shape 

Best place for fashion 

Best barber shop

 

Best salon or spa 

Best place for an oil change 

Best place for a sandwich 

Best contractor (e.g. electrician, plumber, etc.) 

Best place to study 

Best Heights spirit 

Best place for music 

Bonus question!
Business you would like to see in the Heights

Complete this ballot or go online to:
www.futureheights.org

Deadline for ballot submission:  
August 31, 2O12.

Please Note!

Voting is for Cleveland Heights and  
University Heights localities only. 

One ballot per person.

In order for your ballot to be counted, you 
need to vote for at least half (11) of the ballot 
catagories, and include your name and 
contact information. Ballots not meeting these 
requirements will be considered invalid.

Mail your ballot to:  
FutureHeights  
2163 Lee Road #103  
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Questions? Call 216-320-1423

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:


