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Heights High senior wins foreign service award

School board votes 
unanimously against 
placing bond issue on 
November ballot

Deanna Bremer fisher

What was expected to be a mere formali-
ty was instead a change of heart at the July 
17 Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Board of Education work session. Three 
board members reversed their earlier 
positions and voted no on placing a $130.6 
million school facilities improvement 
bond on the November ballot.
 The bond issue, which would have 
had a 36-year maturity, would have cost 
homeowners $15.50 per month per 
$100,000 in property tax valuation. 
At its July 3 meeting, the board voted 
3–2 to move forward with placing the 
issue on the November ballot. Board 
members Karen Jones, Eric Coble and 
Nancy Peppler voted in favor of the is-
sue. Ron Register and Kal Zucker cast 
the dissenting votes.
 The unanimous 0–5 vote reversed 
the board’s earlier decision to move 
forward.
 In explaining his change of opinion, 
Eric Coble said, “I know that there is 
a large contingent of the community 
that feels that this plan is not done yet, 
is not fully cooked and ready to be pre-
sented to the public. And a lot of people 
are asking specifically for one more 
year. There have, over the last several 
weeks, been a number of people who 
have stepped up, who have promised 
to continue to work and to continue to 
give up their time and their efforts to 
make it a plan that a larger portion of 

continued on page 4

Youth gardening team blossoms at 
Cumberland Pool

Daniel Budin

Patrons of Cumberland Pool have been 
greeted this summer with a new sight—a 
thriving vegetable garden. Formerly a 
rose garden and, in more recent sum-
mers, an empty patch of mulch, the new 
vegetable garden runs along the fence on 
the south side of the pool, between the 
parking lot and the pool deck.
 The garden was planted and is tended 
by the first-ever Cumberland Gardening 
Team, consisting of 15 children working 
with four or five adults every Monday 
morning. The children, who are involved 
in swimming or diving classes at Cum-
berland, were interested in improving 
the sunny enclosure near the pool. Team 
members keep journals setting forth the 
topic of the day, such as photosynthesis, 
parts of plants, nutrition, pollination 

and composting. The children answer 
questions or draw pictures in their 
journals and then spend time gardening 
and working on crafts. The crafts have 
included making sun prints and nutrition 
placemats, and printing T-shirts featuring 

Kira Cicerchi, Maeve Ialacci and Dessa Zekic, 
members of the Cumberland Gardening Team, 
stand among their tomato plants.

continued on page 3

Deanna Bremer fisher

The Coventry Village Special Improve-
ment District (CVSID) has had a big 
impact on Coventry Road in 15 years.
 “Twelve years ago, professionals didn’t 
want to rent in Coventry,” said Lewis Zip-
kin, vice president of CVSID and property 
owner in the district. “Today, we get calls 
from around the world.”
 The CVSID was formed in Novem-
ber 1996 when property owners noticed 
that Coventry was becoming a little 
rough around the edges.
 “We chose to stay,” said Gary Biller, 

Coventry property owner and treasurer 
of CVSID. “The street has never looked 
better.”
 In 2000, Zipkin was having lunch 
with the Cleveland Heights city manager 
at Tommy’s Restaurant when he learned 
that the city would be working with 
Cuyahoga County to repave Coventry 
Road. “I called Tommy [Fello] over and 
we began to talk about redoing the street, 
not just from curb to curb,” said Zipkin, 
“but from building to building.”
 CVSID worked with an architect 
to develop plans for a new streetscape: 
decorative planters, new sidewalks and 

curbs, and burying some of the overhead 
wiring. Street signs, benches and plant-
ers reflect the eclectic, hip vibe that 
Coventry Village has become known for, 
branding the street as a destination.
 The project was primarily funded 
by the county, with assistance from First 
Energy. CVSID financed its portion of 
the project with a loan from the city for 
$400,000, at four percent interest, pay-
able over 10 years. Special terms capped 
the amount paid by the SID each year 
to service the loan at $30,000. The city 
agreed to forgive any unpaid portion of 
the loan after the 10-year period.  
 “It was a catalyst for change,” said 
Zipkin. “If the SID wasn’t organized, 

continued on page 5

Joy Henderson

Natasha Madorsky, Heights High Se-
nior, won first place in the American 
Foreign Service Association’s (AFSA) 
2012 National Essay Contest. More than 
500 students, from 22 states and abroad, 
entered the contest.
 Madorsky’s essay about how to 
improve relations between the United 
States and South Sudan “was judged as 
one of the best ever in the 14-year history 
of this prestigious nationwide contest,” 
said Thomas W. Switzer, director of 
communications for AFSA. He said that 
thousands of high school students have 
entered the contest over the years. “Very 
few of them had any prior awareness of 
the critical role of the Foreign Service for 
key national interests,” he continued.
 Natasha and her parents, Elizabeth 
Stern and Michael Madorsky, along with 
English teacher Peggy Hull, traveled to 
Washington, D.C. where they met with 
Secretary of State Hillary R. Clinton on 
July 26. The award also includes $2,500 
and a college scholarship for a Semester 
at Sea.
 “I was so excited when AFSA called 

to tell me I had won!” said Madorsky. 
“And getting to meet Secretary Clinton 
is like a dream come true.”
 Writing the award-winning essay was 
the most recent of Madorsky’s activities 
in international relations. As a sixth grader 
at Roxboro Middle School, she joined 
the Model United Nations program and 
has been a leader in the program since 
then. She is currently the president of the 

Heights High Chapter and assistant secre-
tary-general of the Ohio Model U.N.
 “I am interested in learning about 
the issues in developing nations,”she 
said. “I worked on a Model U.N. reso-
lution for Senegal, mostly focused on 
education.” That experience helped 
shape her interest in South Sudan. “It is 
such a new country and faces many chal-

Secretary of State Hillary R. Clinton presented the first prize certificate for the American Foreign Service 
Association’s 2012 National High School Essay Contest to Natasha Madorsky on July 26 in the Secre-
tary’s office at the Department of State. 
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Deanna Bremer fisher

 I’ve been writing news stories now for 
five years, but I still consider myself a 
nonprofessional. I didn’t train to be a 
journalist, and never thought I’d end 
up running a newspaper. Because I  
lacked professional training, I knew I’d 
better find some folks who knew what 
they were doing—and quick.
 Members of the Heights Observer 
Editorial Advisory Committee are 
those folks. They are my go-to group. 
Whenever I need advice on something 
in the newspaper biz, usually one of 
them can help.
 The current committee chair is 
Jewel Moulthrop, a retired editor who 
moved to Cleveland Heights in 2007  
to be closer to her grandchildren. 
Somehow, she found us and asked if 
we needed help copy editing. With 
her expert eye and command of the 
English language, she soon was sitting 
with me every month to review the 
final proof of the paper—and finding 
lots of errors. (Longtime is one word, no 
hyphen. Book titles take italics, titles 
of plays take quotes. Who knew?) It 
didn’t take me long to ask Jewel to join 
my team of advisors.
 Some people may think that gram-
mar and punctuation are little things, 
but they often make the difference 

between a newspaper that is a chore 
to read and one that is a real joy. We 
hope you enjoy reading the Observer. 
As a citizen-journalism publication 
that welcomes news stories and opinion 
pieces from every Heights resident, we 
try to maintain the voice of each writer 
when we edit a story. But we also try to 
help each look good by ensuring that 
the stories are grammatically correct, 
concise and easy to read.
 We generally follow the Associated 
Press style, but Jewel has created the 
Heights Observer style guide to help our 
writers and editors know the particular 
quirks of our community. For example, 
city council members in University 
Heights are councilwoman or coun-
cilman. Cleveland Heights Council, 
however, prefers the title of council 
member. Some may call it the Noble 
Library, but its real name is the Noble 
Neighborhood Library, and we make 
sure that every Heights Observer article 
refers to it correctly.
 All of the committee members are 
listed in our masthead. Bob Rosenbaum, 
former committee chair, has had a long ca-
reer in journalism and publishing. He now 
runs his own marketing and communica-
tions firm, the MarketFarm, and heads 
our advertising and business development 
efforts. Greg Donley, a graphic designer 
and writer, was part of the FutureHeights 
team that launched the Heights Observer. 
He laid out the first two print issues and 
worked with our current design staff to 
develop the Observer’s distinctive look. 
David Budin, former editor of Northern 

editorial Advisory Committee provides advice to the nonprofessionals among us

Ohio Live and Cleveland Magazine, is my 
go-to guy for anything arts related. He’s 
an excellent editor who knows how to 
fit a story to the available space. Ellie 
Mallet was a columnist for the Plain 
Dealer and has written several books. 
She’s an excellent storyteller and wrote 
an Observer column for a while. Carrie 
Buchanan is a journalism professor at 
John Carroll University (JCU). John 
Ettorre writes Working With Words, a 
blog about writing.
 Several committee members also 
serve on the FutureHeights Board of 
Directors. They provide oversight of 
the Observer as a FutureHeights project. 
Clare Taft is a lawyer who wrote for 
JCU’s student newspaper, The Carroll 
News. Vince Reddy, a city planner by 
trade, has written several stories analyz-
ing our community from this perspec-
tive. Kevin Smith has expertise in real 
estate and urban planning. Jeff Coryell 
worked as the new media director for 
a campaign for the United States Sen-
ate and founded a successful statewide 
political website, Ohio Daily.
 This expert team of professionals 
works behind the scenes to make this 
newspaper the most professional-
looking nonprofessional newspaper 
around. Editor-in-chief Kim Sergio 
Inglis and I are grateful for their as-
sistance. We hope you continue to 
enjoy the end result. 

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

OpENiNG 
THE ObSERvER

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org

School facilities master plan is flawed
In regard to the Facilities Plan the 
Cleveland Heights–University Heights 
School Board voted to fund with a 
bond issue this November, this plan is 
not “comprehensive.”  I know what the 
Citizens Committee meant when they 
wrote comprehensive—I believe I was 
the one who suggested that word.  This 
plan does not include Taylor, the board 
of education, the bus depot, Coventry, 
the Severance barns, Millikin or anything 
even remotely resembling a plan for the 
future of Noble, Fairfax or Gearity.  That 
is what was meant by comprehensive.
—Eric Silverman

Cuyahoga County Public Library 
suffers from too much money?
When I heard that the Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Public Library was going to spend 
$12.6 million to build a new library in 
South Euclid-Lyndhurst and abandon 
the current library in the Telling Man-
sion, it did not sound like a particularly 
good idea to me.
 But, in order to be fair and to gather 

the facts about the issue, I called and 
spoke with Sari Feldman, the director 
of the Cuyahoga County Library, to get 
further details.  I also checked on the li-
brary’s website and read the report about 
the costs to make necessary repairs to 
the current library buildings—the Tell-
ing mansion, cottage and carriage house. 
These buildings are on the National 
Register of Historic Buildings.
—Fran Mentch

Library saving money through ef-
ficient building design
Heights Observer blogger Fran Mentch 
recently shared her perspective on Cuy-
ahoga County Public Library’s Facilities 
Master Plan and building a new South 
Euclid-Lyndhurst branch. Cuyahoga 
County Public Library appreciates the 
opportunity to respond to the issues 
she raised and share information about 
the South Euclid-Lyndhurst Branch 
project, which has the full support of 
Mayor Welo in South Euclid and Mayor 
Cicero in Lyndhurst.
—Sari Feldman
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One-man community garden needs assistants

To the Editor:

“Who will help me plant this seed?” 
asked the Little Red Hen in the fairy tale. 
Nobody wanted to help with anything 
until it was time to eat the bread.
 In a similar true-life story, Steve War-
ner, a Cleveland Heights High School 
science teacher and Environmental Club 
faculty advisor, has been caring for the 
Taylor Road Learning Garden all sum-
mer by himself, with the help of a scat-
tered few volunteers and the University 
Heights Fire Department.
 Twenty of the 40 lots on the prop-
erty, at 14750 Superior Road (behind the 
former Taylor Academy School, on the 
hillside facing Taylor Road) in University 
Heights, were farmed this spring and 
summer. Six plots were maintained by 
students at the high school, and 14 by 
community members. With the excep-
tion of the students, it cost $20 per year 
for a plot. The additional 20 plots have 
not been claimed.  All were available to 
any resident of Cleveland Heights or 
University Heights, or even residents 
of other towns and cities.
 So, over the summer, Steve has done 
most of the work. The fire department 

fills the eight rain barrels with water 
when they are emptied, but the only way 
to drain them is to lift watering cans and 
pour the contents on the plots. He has 
shovels, trowels, rakes, wheelbarrows and 
a string trimmer, all of which were pro-
vided by funds from a grant he got early 
on in the process of including outdoor 
learning as part of his curriculum.
 Steve is aided by members of the 
Northern Ohio Perennials Society, and 
some students who are at home on summer 
break. But the lack of additional manpower, 
a proper shed for storage, and a permanent 
water system have stymied his efforts to 
enlarge and improve the project.
 In the fall, Steve will return to his 
teaching responsibilities, but the gardens 
will still need care. Steve is looking for 
help from anyone who would be able to 
help prepare the gardens for winter, and 
develop a long-term plan for the land and 
a permanent watering solution that can be 
presented to the CH-UH School Board. 
Interested residents can contact Steve at 
216-554-3300 or steven_warner@chuh.org.

Joyce W. Hoffer
Lyndhurst
(CH resident, 2006–09)

Dog-free Cleveland Heights parks are underused
To the Editor

Your front page article about the Dog 
Project caught my eye when I saw a copy 
in a recent visit to city hall. We have 
lived in Cleveland Heights for some 
15 years. During that time, we could 
count on one hand (thumb not needed) 
the times we’ve walked in Cleveland 

Heights parks.
 Meanwhile, we typically use the 
East Cleveland part of Forest Hills Park 
to walk our dog a couple of times a week. 
The first time we tried to walk in the 
Cleveland Heights part of the park we 
encountered signs saying “No Animals 
Allowed.” (What they do about rabbits, 
deer, squirrels, foxes and the coyote 
family living in the park is beyond me. 
I do hope they get cited, though!) So 
it has always been a pet peeve for me 
that although I pay taxes to Cleveland 
Heights, I have to go outside the city to 
walk my dog.
 What is more, it looks like those 
of you who don’t like dogs don’t use the 
parks that much yourselves. The parks 
do look pretty, though.

Alan McIlwain
Cleveland Heights

Buy local. 
Your merchants 

are your 
neighbors too!

garden continued from page 1

vegetable images.
 The final activity of each session 
involves eating some of the fresh veg-
etables and learning more about them 
from books provided by the local library 
and the Cleveland Botanical Garden. The 
main goals of the program are to have 
fun and eat fresh vegetables, but because 
most of the adults were teachers, the 
program is educational as well.
 Joanne Westin suggested the cre-
ation of a garden at Cumberland to 
Susanna Niermann O’Neil, acting city 
manager, who enthusiastically supported 
the idea. Westin then recruited Karen 
Reinke, Kathie Ellis, Margy Weinberg 
and Anne Caruso, all of whom had 
worked on a similar gardening program 
at Noble Road Presbyterian Church.
 The City of Cleveland Heights 
Public Works Department rototilled 
the enclosure to prepare the soil for the 
garden, and the Parks and Recreation 
Department publicized the program to 

Cumberland children. Bremec’s on the 
Heights donated plants, potting soil and 
mulch; the Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity Farm donated plants and seeds; 
Home Depot donated a watering can and 
tomato cages; and a grant from the Ohio 
State Cooperative extension bought 
planters, a composter and a rain barrel.
 With the garden now flourishing, 
Westin said the most common question 
she hears at the pool is, “Who will get 
all the vegetables?” The answer is that 
the children who planted, weeded and 
watered the garden will also enjoy its 
bounty. So far, they have harvested and 
consumed pea pods, green peppers and 
an abundance of Swiss chard. Beans, 
corn, tomatoes, eggplant, carrots, beets, 
zucchini, and cucumbers are all coming 
up soon.

Daniel Budin is a lifelong resident of Cleve-
land Heights and a member of the Future-
Heights Board of Directors.
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Despite public perception, there is a SHORTAGE of houses for 
sale in the Heights. New listings are selling and our market is 
down over 30% in listing inventory since last year. So if you 
think the market is too crowded for your home, think again.

“
”

Demolition of Denison pool also destroys covenant 
with our children
fran Mentch

I just checked 
weather.com 
and the offi-
cial temperature is 96 degrees. A few 
days ago, 2012 was declared the warmest 
year on record for Ohio. In a time when 
many other communities are building 
new pools, Cleveland Heights destroyed 
one of its two public pools.
 Denison Pool was demolished a few 
weeks ago. Denison Pool was destroyed 
and a new soccer field was built—not 
over the pool—but next to where the 
pool used to be. The new soccer field 
could have been built elsewhere in our 
town. It could have been built at Deni-
son without destroying the pool.
 I ask myself why Denison Pool 
was demolished. Are we too poor to 
maintain two swimming pools? Are the 
children in that part of the city expend-
able? Is that part of the city expendable? 
Or do we simply have a dysfunctional 
city government?
 Within the last 18 months, Cleve-
land Heights City Council closed 
Denison Pool, refused to work with 
the Trust for Public Land in order 
to turn Oakwood into a Metropark, 
and bulldozed forward an unsafe and 
unwanted plan for narrowing Taylor 
Road. All three projects have had a 
negative effect on the livability and 

property value of our neighborhoods. 
Cleveland Heights city government’s 
financial and psychological abandon-
ment of the northeast side of the city 
endangers that area, and the rest of the 
city. A deteriorating community helps 
no one. No one.
 Because the Denison neighbor-
hood has large numbers of poor chil-
dren, minority children and children 
who live in single-parent households, 
I asked Heights Community Congress 
to help keep Denison pool open. It 
seemed like a diversity issue to me. It 
has been public knowledge for a long 
time that African-American children 
have three times the risk of drowning 
because 70 percent of them cannot 
swim. I also contacted Yvonka Hall, 
director of the local office of the Ohio 
Commission on Minority Health, to 
ask for help to keep the pool open. I 
am not aware that either of these or-
ganizations did anything to help keep 
Denison Pool open.
 In 1994, sociologist John O’Neill in-
troduced covenant theory to explain the 
ties between the treatment of children 
and community and nationhood. He 
calls for intragenerational and intergen-
erational justice, and the importance of 
“civic sustainability.”
 Is there any intergenerational jus-
tice at work here? Many young adults 
in our city remember Denison Pool. 

It gave them summer jobs, the chance 
to socialize, and a place to cool off and 
burn off some teenage energy. Cleve-
land Heights residents now have only 
one place to swim. Denison Park and 
Cumberland Pool are four miles from 
each other, so a child who used to go to 
Denison Pool will now have a four-mile 
walk or bike ride. Four miles is pretty 
far for kids—especially in this heat.
 Mayor Kelley refused citizens’ 
request for a public meeting, despite 
requests and petitions, and appeals from 
Severance Neighborhood Organization. 
Not one city council member stepped 
forward to help residents. A basic tenet 
of city planning is to consider equity 
when making decisions about allocat-
ing resources. Equity was cast aside in 

making this decision. To my knowl-
edge, no one in city government tried 
to prevent the demolition of Denison. 
Susanna O’Neil, the community services 
director, seems to have pushed hard to 
demolish Denison Pool and would not 
consider any alternative.
 People trust their government of-
ficials to make the best choices for the 
community. By demolishing Denison 
Pool, blocking a Metropark and pushing 
six lanes of Taylor Road traffic closer to 
families’ front doors, the government 
of Cleveland Heights has broken the 
covenant to care for our children and 
for the generations to come.

Fran Mentch is president of the Severance 
Neighborhood Association

Heavy equipment and rubble at the site where Denison pool once stood.

the community can support. I am will-
ing to give them that year.”
 Nancy Peppler said, “I want to make 
it really, really clear that my decision is 
absolutely not a vote to remove Plan C 
from consideration. It’s simply a recog-
nition that the traditional school sup-
porters aren’t fully in support of us going 
forward this November. They’re fully in 
support, and in fact are demanding, that 
we go forward on a plan to renovate the 

facilities, that we go forward in a bold 
way and do them all, that we go forward 
and aren’t scared of spending money if 
the voters pass a bond issue when we 
get there.”
 She added, “I remain committed 
to going forward, but I believe that we 
need to take more time to engage those 
core supporters.”
 In standing by his decision to vote 
no, Kal Zucker stated, “I appreciate that 

it is not easy to come to a conclusion and 
then come to a different conclusion, and 
I appreciate [the amount of] thought 
that each of you put into the conclusion 
you are coming to.”
 “This presents an opportunity,” he 
said. “The interesting thing about an 
opportunity is that it is only as good 
as what you do with it. Often, after a 
very difficult, arduous process, the first 
inclination, after a decision has been 
made, is to sit back. Unfortunately, we 
don’t have that time. We have our work 
cut out for us.
 “We are in the midst of this process. 
A lot of what has been done we can build 
on,” Zucker said. “We need to find the 
areas where we have commonality, and 
the areas where we agree, and make 
something out of this.”
 “Whatever happens tonight, it’s still 
an uphill battle to find a plan that will 
fit the entire community,” said Karen 
Jones. “You can’t please everyone.”
 “In hearing that the community 
would like more time to sort this out 
and try to come together as best they 
can, because I represent this commu-

school board continued from page 1

HEATING    /    COOLING    /    PLUMBING    /   BOILIERS

2277 Lee Road 

Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 

Hannheatingcooling.com  

Call 216-932-9755
!"#$%$&'&(#)*+%$&,-&.(/&012231 

!"#$%&'#%&()$*'+$%&,-&.+/&0$#$*'+1(#&2'##&,*(+/$*34

Don’t wait until it’s 
     an emergency call! 
Save $25 

on any Plumbing 
or Air Conditioning 
Service Call today.  

Coupon must be presented with your payment during 
normal working hours.  Not valid with any other 
offers or discounts.  Expires 8/31/2012.  

nity and this district and want the best 
for both, I think going in a different 
direction at this point in time would be 
beneficial,” said Jones, adding, “What-
ever decision we make, it needs to be 
a unanimous decision to show that we 
are united as a board in doing what we 
believe is best for the district.”
 Eric Silverman, president of the 
Cleveland Heights High School Alumni 
Foundation, who had expressed his 
concerns about Plan C at earlier board 
meetings and had urged the board 
not to move forward unless they had  
unanimous consent, said, “I’m floored. 
I had hoped that maybe one or two 
members would change their minds, 
but I never expected they would all 
vote no.”
 Jodi Sourini, of Save Our School 
University Heights, said she hoped the 
board would include Gearity parents 
and University Heights residents in 
conversations moving forward.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Advertise in the Heights Observer
www.heightsobserver.org
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UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

2012 // 2013 CLASSES & PROGRAMS

FOR LIFEFOR LEARNING FOR LIVING

REGISTER TODAY!

EARLY CHILDHOOD - MUSIC THERAPY - MUSIC INSTRUCTION

1912-2012    //   Celebrating 100 years of quality music education

Register online at TheMusicSettlement.org
Click on the Course Info Tab to get started!

Programs are generously funded by:

we couldn’t have taken advantage of 
the opportunity. The project saved the 
neighborhood from destruction, and it 
attracted new retailers.”
 Many longtime businesses have 
flourished and expanded. Bodega has a 
colorful new patio in the back, and the 
Grog Shop is constructing one. Burgers-
n-Beer, a family-oriented bistro with a 
primary location in Willoughby, Ohio, 
will open in August.
 CVSID will have paid off its loan 
by the end of 2013 and will be able to 
direct additional dollars toward security 
and marketing programs.
 Zipkin and other SID members said 
they are satisfied with the results of the 
curfew. “Families are back here. Families 
need to feel comfortable,” said Zipkin.
 “We are working together to come 
up with new ideas,” said Steve Presser, 
owner of Big Fun and marketing di-
rector for the SID. “We are a village. 
Almost every night there is something 
happening at Coventry.”
 The CVSID is going through a re-
newal process this August, as it is required 
to do by law every five years. The SID’s 
board of directors held a special meeting 
in July to adopt a plan for public services 
and improvements. The plan and five-
year budget were submitted to CH City 
Council, which reviewed it on July 16. 
The SID must now submit a petition to 
its membership, which must be signed by 
60 percent (based on frontage) of property 
owners and then send it to council for ap-
proval. Once approved, the city will assess 
property owners to fund the SID.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

coventry continued from page 1

Heights alumni hold annual Middle School 
Grudge Match kickball tournament

On June 23, teams of alumni from the four Heights middle schools held a middle School Grudge match kickball game.  Participating were teams from wiley, monticello, 
Roxboro, and Roosevelt (Roosevelt Junior High school was torn down in the late 1970s and replaced by Boulevard Elementary School). The tournament was held at 
Forest Hills Park and attracted close to 200 Heights alumni from the class of 1974 to the present. Family and friends joined in the festivities with food, games and water 
balloon fights. Second-time champion Team Roxboro beat Team wiley 1-0 in the hard–fought championship game. 
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Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat/4 p.m. to close

 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Our bar is now managed by Jimmy O’Neill.
Stop in and say hello.

Expires Sept. 30, 2012. Not valid with other offers 
or discounts. 1 per table. Valid for food only. At Cedar & Fairmount in 

Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Bring in this ad 
and get 15% off 
your food bill.

Fences
Patios
Decks
Plantings

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky      (216) 321-7729

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote

Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

!"#$%&#'()

$*+,%-."/0%

1123'

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

HEIGHTS FRAME & ART
Custom Picture Framing

2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

board of Elections announces 
polling location changes in CH

Coventry Chess match ends in a draw

it was a “heated” battle between two local chess champions in Coventry village on July 22. inter-
national Grand Master Champion Anatoly Lein, 81, battled 90-degree temperatures with National 
Master David Allen, 52. The two played on a wooden table near the benches under the Coventry 
p. E.A.C.E. Arch for two hours and forty-five minutes, in a well-fought match that ended in a draw. A 
crowd of chess afficionados surrounded the players to take in the action.

Water main break 
at Cedar fairmount 
snarls traffic

A water main break caused Fairmount boulevard 
to be closed at Cedar Road.

Deanna Bremer fisher

A water main break at the intersection 
of Cedar Road and Fairmount Boulevard 
caused rush hour traffic jams on Cedar 
Hill on July 12 when the eastbound lanes 
of Fairmount had to be closed.
 “The break occurred at 2 a.m.,” said 
Dennis Zentarski, commissioner for 
utilities, water and sewers for the City 
of Cleveland Heights, “and it was a big 
one. It required emergency response be-
cause of the large quantity of water.”
 The break was located and repaired 
by 2 p.m. One traffic lane remained 
closed, however, awaiting repair of the 
road bed. 
 A water line broke at Cedar Road 
and Grandview Avenue on July 8.
 “These things happen,” said Zentar-
ski. “When they decide to go, they go.” 
Zentarski added that about 55 water line 
breaks happen each year in Cleveland 
Heights.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Keep our community unique; 
support local independent 

merchants

Kim Sergio Inglis

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elec-
tions (BOE) has announced the closing of 
three Cleveland Heights polling locations, 
Boulevard Elementary School, Oxford 
Elementary School and Severance Towers. 
In addition, two precincts at other polling 
locations will move to new polling sites 
this November.
 Erich Stubbs, election support offi-
cial for the BOE, presented the changes 
to Cleveland Heights City Council on 
June 25. The changes are:
•  Close Boulevard School polling place; 

move precincts 3C, 3E, 4E to CH 
Community Center (Rec. Center)

•  Close Oxford School polling place; 
move precincts 5A, 5B, 5E to Caledo-
nia School [Caledonia is part of the 
East Cleveland School District, but 
the building is in Cleveland Heights]

•  Close Severance Towers polling 
place; move precinct 4G to Cleveland 

Heights City Hall Council Chambers
•  Move precinct 2D from Fairfax School 

to Canterbury School
•  Move precinct 2E from Lee Road 

Library to Fairfax School (to reduce 
number of precincts voting at the 
library from five to four)

 The changes reduce the number 
of Cleveland Heights polling locations 
from 18 to 16, and add one new polling 
location, the community center. No 
polling changes are planned this year 
for University Heights.
 The BOE will send two letters no-
tifying affected voters of the changes. 
The first letter will be sent sometime 
in September, according to Stubbs. In 
addition, signage will be posted at all af-
fected polling locations on Election Day, 
indicating the new polling locations.
 Stubbs explained that Oxford is 
closing because its ramp is not ADA 
compliant, with an incline that is “too 
high for a wheelchair.” In the case of 

Boulevard, Stubbs said that was “more 
of a voter convenience issue,” and it is 
closing because the parking lot is too 
far from the voter location entrance. 
Severance Towers location is closing 
because it is less than a quarter mile 
from another polling place, City Hall.
 Asked if there had been complaints 
about accessibility at Oxford or Bou-
levard, Stubbs replied, “We didn’t get 
a lot of complaints, but my job is to 
make sure there is no issue. I keep in 
mind safety and ADA requirements. If 
we can’t resolve ADA issues, we move 
the location.”
 In his analysis, Stubbs looked at the 
“top six cities” ranked by population 
(based on the 2010 census). They were 
(in order): Cleveland, Parma, Lakewood, 
Euclid, Cleveland Heights and Strongs-
ville. While Cleveland Heights ranked 
number five in population, at 46,121, 
it ranked number four in number of 
registered voters, at 34,317, and number 
one in percentage of registered voters, 
at 70.72 percent.
 Lakewood, with 35,731 registered vot-
ers, has 10 polling locations, compared 
with Cleveland Heights’s 16 locations for 
34,317 registered voters. Stubbs said there 
are no plans to add polling locations in 
Lakewood, and that additional changes 
may be made in Cleveland Heights, but 
not until 2013. “We didn’t want to make 
a lot of changes in a presidential election 
year,” said Stubbs.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the newly 
designated Shaker Farm Historic District 
in Cleveland Heights.
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Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
JUnE 18, 2012
Council member Cheryl L. Stephens was 
excused.

New fire chief
Following the Civil Service protocol to find a 
replacement for Fire Chief Kevin moore, who 
is retiring at the end of August, the city will 
promote Lieutenant william “Dave” Freeman to 
that position. Freeman has served in the depart-
ment for 20 years, most recently as paramedic 
coordinator. The protocol includes independent 
evaluations by six fire chiefs from the Ohio Fire 
Chiefs Association Testing agency.

CDBG funds
Council approved one-year contracts (July 1, 
2012 through June 30, 2013) with three non-
profit organizations for the use of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. These 
include contracts to:
•  Heights Emergency Food Center, $5,000 for 

operating expenses. The food center served 
13,000 people in the Heights this year.

•  Heights Youth Club Inc., $20,000 for assis-
tance with its Project Learn: The Educational 
Enhancement Program. Project Learn serves 
480 youths, 51 percent of whom are from 
low- and moderate-income households.

•  Noble-Nela Merchants Association, $4,500 
to support the association’s administrative 
costs and activities. Forty businesses benefit 
from the association’s work, which includes 
streetscape improvement and marketing of 
the district.

This is the 38th year of this federal program in 

Cleveland Heights.

Summer in the City free parking
Vice mayor Dennis wilcox announced a new 
Summer in the City program involving free parking 
throughout the city on three weekends: June 29 to 
July 1, July 27–29, and Aug. 24–26.

Citizens United resolution
with one dissenting vote, council approved an 
amended resolution expressing opposition to the 
United States Supreme Court’s decision in the 
Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission 
(2010) case regarding the constitutional rights 
of corporations. The resolution supports a consti-
tutional amendment to provide that corporations 
are not entitled to the “rights” of natural persons 
and that use of corporate money to influence the 
electoral process would not be constitutionally 
protected speech. Council member mary Dunbar 
voted no, maintaining that council’s time is better 
spent on local rather than national issues.

Bicycle surveys
Dunbar urged resident participation in two sur-
veys: one about locations for bike racks, and the 
other to help the northeast Ohio Areawide Co-
ordinating Agency (nOACA) update its Regional 
Bicycle Plan. Links to the surveys can be found 
on the Heights Bicycle Coalition website, http://
bikesintheheights.org/

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

JULy 2, 2012
All council members were present.

Construction code for service providers
Council revised the city code to ensure proper 
protection and restoration of public and private 

property during construction activities by service 
providers. Before the vote, mayor Edward Kelley 
noted that this legislation was the direct result of 
substandard work in the city by Dominion East 
Ohio.

Medusa
Council authorized a $500,000 loan to Me-
dusa Holdings LLC under the city’s Commercial 
Revolving Loan Fund program to assist with the 
acquisition of a commercial property at 3008 
monticello Blvd., known as the “Old medusa 
Property.” medusa Holdings plans to renovate 
the building, open a call center, and add office 
space. It is estimated that the call center would 
generate 120 full-time jobs by 2016, with at least 
51 percent of those jobs to be available to, or held 
by, low- to moderate-income persons. The loan will 
bear interest at a 3.5 percent rate with a 10-year 
repayment schedule after one year’s deferral. 
Up to $200,000 of the loan may be forgiven at 
a rate of $50,000 a year for each year prior to 
2018 during which 100 full-time equivalent jobs 
are maintained at the call center.

Little Free Library
Council authorized a partnership with Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library for a Little 
Free Library program. Following the lead of com-
munities in at least 24 states and eight countries, 
this legislation allows the library to place boxes 
on posts on tree lawns or other public properties 
as approved by the city manager. Constructed 
to look like houses, barns, birdhouses and other 
structures, the boxes will be filled with donated 
books circulated free of charge to any interested 
people. no box will be installed on a tree lawn in 
front of a residence if the property owner objects 

to the placement.

Council vacancy application
On June 27, the city began accepting applica-
tions for filling the council seat vacated by Phyllis 
Evans. The appointee will serve through Dec. 31, 
2013, and must run for election in november 
2013 to complete Evans’s term, which runs 
through Dec. 31, 2015. The application form 
can be found in the “news” section of the city’s 
website, picked up at city hall, or obtained by 
calling the city manager’s office at 216-291-
3737. Anyone who has previously applied for 
prior vacancies will need to complete a new 
application. The deadline is July 25.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LwV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

 

it was the summer of 1980 
only 32 years ago  

LOPEZ was born 
 

what began as a notion, 
then an idea, a plan, a vision, 
--- is now a tradition 

 
LOPEZ is recognized 

as one of our country’s finest 
southwestern/mexican 

restaurant - tequila saloons 
 
we are very proud 

and, thankful 
because 

this has been a joint venture 
between LOPEZ and our kind, 
loyal friends in cleveland heights 

 
i’m not makin this up 

thank you – 
no, really – thank you 
 

love, craig 
 

lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon 
2196 lee road 

beautiful downtown cleveland heights 

216.932.9000 
www.lopezonlee.com 
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It’s true. 

Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 

Heights Observer: 
Nonprofit and produced by 

volunteers

Signs posted at city parking lots and displayed in store windows promoted 
Cleveland Heights’s second free parking weekend in July. The third and final 
summer free parking weekend will be Aug. 24–26. For information, visit www.
clevelandheights.com/index.aspx?page=7&recordid=93.

Cleveland Heights’s last Summer in the City 
free parking weekend is Aug. 24–26
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2011 Residential Recycling Report
Kerrie Bercher

The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
District released its 2011 Residential 
Recycling Report, revealing the degree 
of participation in recycling programs 
by residents of the county’s 59 commu-
nities. The City of Cleveland Heights, 
which has encouraged its residents to 
observe sustainable practices with a 
renewed vigor since the unveiling of 
its 2011 Strategic Development Plan, 
claimed a top-ten spot on the list.
 Disposing of 18,676 tons of solid 
waste, but saving 27,988 tons from land-
fills, the city was able to report a total 
of 59.98 percent materials recycled. This 
amount is a slight improvement over the 
53.16 percent recycled in 2010.
 “We used to have a recycling goal of 
50 percent for Cleveland Heights, but 
we found we’ve been surpassing that 
amount,” said Bonnie Caplan, Cleveland 
Heights city council member. “I put out 
more recycling than I do regular trash, 
and I’m not even a fanatic about it.”
 Shifting perspectives from envi-
ronmental benefits to economic ones, 
recycling makes sense (and cents) when 
considering the city pays a fee for every 
ton of waste it sends to the landfill, but gets 
paid for every ton of material it recycles.
 University Heights fell short of its 
recycling goals in 2011. Contributing 
5,078 tons of waste and recycling 1,210 
tons, the city reported a total of 19.25 
percent materials recycled—a decrease 
from 2010’s 30.07 percent.
 Jeff Pokorny, University Heights 
service director, hypothesized that the 
diminished amount could be attributed 
to a change in the collection of yard 
waste. Beginning May 1, 2011, UH 
residents who wanted their yard waste  
collected for composting had to adhere 
to stricter guidelines. For example, un-
wanted yard debris must be placed in a 
brown kraft bag for compost; a plastic 
bag for landfill. In addition, materials 
such as brush and wood must be on the 

tree lawn, bundled in a manageable size, 
for collection on the regular garbage 
pick-up day. 
 Pokorny noted that the total com-
bined amount of waste (around 6,000 
tons) was in the same ballpark as last 
year, which is a positive aspect. Pokorny 
said that now the city must “renew its 
efforts to get the word out about recy-
cling,” to motivate the involvement of 
residents in shifting the ratio of waste 
to recyclables to the level that the city 
has previously achieved.  
 The information in the county’s re-
port was provided by each municipality 
and included materials collected through 
curbside and drop-off programs, plus 
organic waste diverted from landfills 
through composting, brush chipping and 
other methods.
 Pepper Pike achieved the highest 
recycling rate, 70.98 percent. Not surpris-
ingly, cities with higher percentages of 
residents who own their own homes and 
have earned a bachelor’s degree or higher, 
and with low poverty rates, achieved a 
higher rate of recycling. For example, 
98.3 percent of Pepper Pike residents 
are homeowners and 69.7 percent have 
earned a bachelor’s degree or higher. The 
poverty rate is 3.7 percent. East Cleve-
land, which achieved a recycling rate of 
only 1.64 percent, has a poverty rate of 
37.4 percent, a homeownership rate of 35.1 
percent. The percentage of its residents 
who have achieved bachelor’s degrees is 
10.6 percent.
 To view the 2011 recycling report, go 
to http://media.heightsobserver.org/media/
docs_1342558074.pdf.
 How can residents become mo-
tivated to participate in recycling 
programs? “Residents may be more 
inclined to participate if they realize 
each small effort can add up to create 
significant results,” said Caplan.

Kerrie Bercher, CSU student and Future 
Heights intern, is interested in environmental 
planning and urban studies

Heights rundown on recycling procedures
Both University Heights and Cleveland Heights accept the fol-
lowing items, placed in a blue or clear bag, with regular rubbish 
collection:
• Glass bottles and jars in all colors
• Metal cans/lids (tin, aluminum, etc., such as those used for food and beverages)
•  Plastic containers #1–7, including bottles and containers, yogurt cups, 

microwaveable dinner trays, and clear food packaging
• No styrofoam, grocery store bags or dry cleaning bags

University Heights accepts the following, with regular rubbish col-
lection, placed in a blue or clear bag:
• Newspapers

University Heights accepts the following at the Service Department 
at 2300 Warrensville Center Road:
• All aforementioned items that are collected on garbage day
• Mixed paper and cardboard
• Computers and accessories
• Tires
•  Car batteries, nickel cadmium (rechargeable batteries), lithium and lead 

acid batteries.

Cleveland Heights accepts the following with regular rubbish col-
lection:
• Used motor oil and cooking oil (original container, if possible)
• Car batteries
•  Paper products and cardboard, which be placed in boxes, paper bags, or 

tied in a bundle and kept separate from blue bag recyclables
• Computers and accessories

Cleveland Heights accepts the following dropped off at City Hall 
(40 Severance Circle) or the CH Community Center (1 Monticello 
Blvd at Mayfield Road)
• Technotrash (CDs, cell phones, digital cameras, etc.)
• Ink cartridges

At 8:30 p.m. on Aug. 7, Cumberland pool will be the site of a free, movie-themed show. Members of 
the diving and synchronized swimming teams will entertain Heights residents with a show they have 
been training for since the pool opened on June 11. “This show is just simply amazing,” said Christopher 
Kendel, assistant director of recreation. “bring family and friends to Cumberland to watch the pool light 
up with some of the most talented swimmers in Cleveland Heights and University Heights. The show will 
be worth every minute of your time.”

Cumberland Pool water show set for Aug. 7

Bees

Barry Zucker

People probably couldn’t live without 
bees. Approximately 90 percent of all 
flowering plants require pollination 
to survive.
  In the agricultural industry, a 
third of pollination is accomplished 
by honey bees. Among the plants that 
depend on honey bee pollination are 
almonds, carrots, melons, apricots, 
cherries, pears, apples, avocados and 
blueberries. Meat, milk and cheese 
products are reliant on the pollinated 
crops that livestock eat.
 Unfortunately, many bees are 
disappearing—a 30 percent decline 
has been cited in recent years. Sci-
entists have linked a constellation of 
factors, including pesticides, parasites 
and viruses, to adverse effects on bees, 

including colony collapse disorder. 
Some have said that pesticides (neoni-
cotinoids) are a main culprit, and many 
European countries have banned neo-
nicotinoids to safeguard bees’ health.
 About one percent of the human 
population is extremely allergic to 
bee stings. Away from their nests, 
bees rarely sting unless stepped on or 
threatened. Near their hives, however, 
bees will defend their home. You can 
minimize the chance of bee stings by 
not wearing perfume or scented prod-
ucts.
 If bees are entering and exiting 
from a hole in your house, you may 
have a colony. Call a beekeeper or a 
reputable pest control company to 
confirm and get rid of them. Be sure 
to insist that they use the least toxic 
method. 
 For more bee information, visit 
www.beyondpesticides.org.

Barry Zucker is executive director of Be-
yond Pesticides Ohio.

Bug of the 
month
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Enjoy the best of  
both worlds

Choose life at Judson Park

Living at Judson Park, you will have easy access to 

all the cultural advantages of University Circle,  

plus the conveniences and charm of the Heights.  

It’s the best of both worlds! Enjoy a flexible lifestyle 

that includes an award-winning health and wellness 

program. Engage with young people through a 

well-regarded, curriculum-based intergenerational 

program. Declare your independence today from all 

the chores, taxes and expenses of your home. Visit 

Judson Park today! Call (216) 791-2004 or visit 

www.judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson Manor   Judson Park   South Franklin Circle   Smart LivingTM at Home

Judith eugene

Arthritis is a chronic, often painful 
disease that affects the joints of the 
body. There are more than 100 forms 
of arthritis, but according to the 
Arthritis Foundation (AF) the two 
most common among older adults are 
osteoarthritis (OA) and rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA).
 OA is a characterized by a break-
down of cartilage that protects the 
bones. The bones then begin to rub 
against each other, causing stiffness 
and pain. RA is an autoimmune 
disease that attacks the protective 
membrane that lines the joints. Fluid 
builds up in the joints, causing inflam-
mation and pain. OA affects one or 
more joints in the body, while RA 
affects the entire body, as well as the 
internal organs.
 The AF states that arthritis is the 
most common cause of disability in 
the United States. Sixty-five percent 
of Americans with arthritis are over 
the age of 65. Of those, 60 percent are 
women. There are nearly 1.5 million 
people living with arthritis in North-
east Ohio. 
 “People with arthritis often feel 
there is nothing they can do to relieve 

their pain, but there is actually a lot 
they can do,” said Kelly Donahue, 
program and public awareness man-
ager for the Northeast Ohio branch 
of the AF.  Said Donahue, “Research 
has proven that the best thing people 
with arthritis can do to control their 
pain and prevent further deterioration 
of the joints is to exercise.”
 The AF recommends gentle 
stretching and range-of-motion 
exercises. They have developed 
three exercise programs especially 
for people with arthritis, offered at 
225 locations in Northeast Ohio. 
They include a land-based exercise 
program, an aquatic program and 
tai chi classes. All of these programs 
strengthen the muscles around the 
joints, which helps to protect the 
joints, making them healthier and 
reducing the pain.
 The AF exercise and aquatic pro-
grams are offered at Judson Park in 
Cleveland, and the tai chi program will 
be offered at Church of the Redeemer 
in Cleveland Heights starting in Sep-
tember. More locations are listed on 
the AF website at www.arthritis.org/
media/chapters/orv/neoh/Program%20
Calendar412.pdf. One should consult 
with a doctor before beginning any 
new exercise program.
 Fortunately, there are several steps 
to take to prevent arthritis. Avoiding 
joint injury and over-use, maintaining a 
healthy weight, and exercising regularly 
help lower one’s risk of developing OA. 

exercise programs for older adults with arthritis
THE SENiOR 
SECTiON

While the causes of RA are unknown, 
maintaining a healthy weight and exercis-
ing have been identified as factors that 
can lower the risk for the disease.
 For more information, contact the 
AF at 216-831-7000, Judson Park at 216-
791-2393 and Church of the Redeemer 

participants in the Arthritis Foundation Aquatic program, a recreational exercise program developed 
for people with arthritis, learn gentle, easy-to-do exercises in chest-deep water in heated pools.

at 216-932-2065.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland Heights 
who provides classes and activities for senior 
adults and those with physical and mental 
challenges through www.LovingHandsGroup.
com. She can be reached at 216-408-5578.
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Sunday, August 12th • Noon - 4pm

For information call 216.791.3172 or visit www.CedarFairmount.org

ELITE SPONSORS 

CEDAR FAIRMOUNT SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, CEDAR GRANDVIEW BUILDING, 

CHASE BANK, DAVE’S MARKET, HEIGHTS CENTER BUILDING, HEIGHTS MEDICAL BUILDING, 

HEIGHTS OBSERVER (program of FutureHeights), FIFTH THIRD BANK

James R. Bashaw, Richard Block, Budding Artists, Ltd., Cedar Fairmount Antiques, Cedarwood Plaza Skilled Nursing, 

Cleveland Heights Church, Nighttown Restaurant, Petitti Landscaping, Tawny Ratner, Zoss, The Swiss Baker, Ten Thousand Villages

PLATINUM SPONSORS

SUMMER FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES
Euclid Beach Rocket Car Rides – Russo Park - 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

(sponsored by Dave’s Supermarket)

Pony Rides – Chase Bank - 12:30 – 3:30 pm (sponsored by Chase Bank)

Castle Bounce House & Pinata Fun – Fifth Third Bank - Noon – 4:00 pm 
(sponsored by Fifth Third Bank)

Cleveland Heights Firetruck & Firemen -1:00 – 3:00 pm

Meet & Greet Your Cleveland Heights Police and Canine - 1:00 – 4:00 pm   

Merchants’ Specials - Noon – 4:00 pm

Authors Book Signings – Appletree Books - 1:00 – 3:00 pm  

Blood Pressure Reading – Heights Medical Building - Noon – 4:00 pm  
(sponsored by Cedarwood Plaza Skilled Nursing)

Face Painting for Kids - Fifth Third Bank - 12:30 – 4:00 pm
(sponsored by Open Doors)

AT THE INDIA COMMUNITY CENTER

Kid’s Fair with Games, Face Painting, Hair Coloring, Bubble Machine, Puppet Show  

Noon – 4 p.m.  (sponsored by Cleveland Heights Church)

AT THE ALCAZAR

Guided Historical Cedar Fairmount Neighborhood Tour using smartphone app with 

Deanna and Hugh Fisher  1:00 – 2:00 pm Meet in the Lobby

Lecture by Ann Donkin “The Alcazar: Cleveland Heights’ Palace Hotel” 
Kulas Music Room 2:00 – 3:00 pm

Guided Tours of the Alcazar Building - 3:00 – 3:30 pm  (sponsored by the Alcazar)

Share Your Memories of Cleveland Heights 

with Future Heights Executive Director Deanna Bremer Fisher - 3:00 – 4:00 pm Parlor A 

Pianist, Lavert Stuart - 3:00 – 4:00 pm

ANIMAL ADOPTIONS

Cleveland Animal Protective League  - Noon – 4:00 pm  

Cleveland Underdog Rescue – Cedar Hill Salon – Noon – 4:00 pm

MUSIC & ENTERTAINERS

Whipple the Balloon Clown - Noon – 4:00 pm 

Opera Night Cleveland  - Noon – 3:30 pm

Get Back Duo Joey Pavlovitch & Gary Lee  - 1:00 – 4:00 pm

oldboy Band  - 12:30 – 3:30 pm

The Karma Kings  - 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

ART & CRAFT SALE

Lennox, Surry, Zoss & Sidewalks

Jewelry – Fiber – Photography – Pottery – Paintings – Soaps, Lotions, Ceramics, and More

FOOD & DRINK

Restaurant Specials – Hot Dogs – Pizza, Gelato – Bagels

Gyros – Veggie Wraps – Mediterranean & Indian Food – Pastries

Euclid Beach Rocket Car • Bouncer 
Clowns • Pony Rides • Henna & Face Painting
 Musicians • Food • Games • Historical Tours M u s i c i a n s  •  F o o d  •  G a m e s  •  H i s t o r i c a l  To u r s

K i d ’ s  F a i r  w i t h  G a m e s ,  F a c e  P a i n t i n g ,  H a i r  C o l o r i n g ,  B u b b l e  M a c h i n e ,  P u p p et  S h o w

E u c l i d  B e a c h  R o c k e t  C a r  •  B o u n c e r  

C a s t l e  B o u n c e  H o u s e  &  P i n a t a  F u n

M e e t  &  G r e e t  Y o u r  C l e v e l a n d  H e i g h t s  P o l i c e  a n d  C a n i n e

B l o o d  P r e s s u r e  R e a d i n g

E u c l i d  B e a c h  R o c k e t  C a r  •  B o u n c e r  

Jake weisblat sets Thunder Run course record
Deanna Bremer fisher

Jake Weisblat broke the Forest Hill 
Park Thunder Run record by more 
than a minute with his time of 17:29.1 
at the 5k race held July 21. “It’s fun to 
win,” he said. “The course is nice and 
flat.”
 The 16-year-old is a Cleveland 
Heights resident and a student at Uni-
versity School. This was his first Thun-
der Run, but his mother, Gina Weisblat, 
who placed first in her age category, has 
run in each of the previous three events. 
“We heard about it a few years ago when 
our sons were playing baseball right here 
at Forest Hills,” she said. “I think it’s a 
really pretty course. It’s nice to run in 
your own community.”
 This was the first 5k for nine-year-
old Veronica Gross. “It was hard,” 
she said. The rising fourth grader at 
Canterbury Elementary School said 
that she never runs and didn’t train for 
the event. She swims with the Shaker 
Sharks, a USA Swimming program lo-
cated in Shaker Heights. She decided 
to take part in the race just the night 
before. “My sister Jessie had done it and 
I wanted to do it,” she said.  
 “It couldn’t have been a nicer day,” 
said Richard King. “I wanted to get out 
and do something in the community, 
instead of by myself every time I run.” 
King said he had seen a poster for the 
event at Bill’s Dry Cleaners on Lee 
Road.
 Leah Huff pushed her daughter 
Olivia in a jogging stroller as she ran. 
Visibly pregnant, Huff is a member of 

Jake weisblat is the overall men’s winner of Thunder Run with a time of 17:29. See more pictures at 
www.heightsobserver.org.

South Euclid-based Velocity Church, 
which encouraged her to participate 
as part of a 50-day health and wellness 
challenge. “We are due in December. 
We are having another little girl, named 
Evelyn,” said Huff. “When I’m pregnant, 
I run about four days per week. Being 
pregnant, it just gave me a goal to just 
run a little more.”
 She and her husband live in Uni-
versity Heights. “My husband and I 
have only lived here for three years,” 
said Huff. “I’ve never been [in Forest 
Hill Park]. It’s beautiful, it’s nice and 

shady.”
 Race organizer Jim Roosa was 
pleased with the event’s attendance. 
 This year’s race drew about 65 to 
70 runners, he said, “This is really good 
energy. We get lots of positive feedback 
from people.” Roosa thanked sponsors 
Pizza Bogo, Whole Foods, Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods, Zagara’s Marketplace and 
Motorcars.
 The event benefits a different 
Heights-based nonprofit every year. 
Roosa and Jed Koops began the run in 
2009 when their church, Forest Hill 

Church, Presbyterian, held a Big Give 
challenge in which every congregant 
was handed $50 and asked to invest it 
in some way that would help the com-
munity.  Forest Hill Church pastor, John 
Lentz, always participates in the race. 
This year, Lentz placed first in his age 
category for the second time.
 Past races have benefited the 
Heights Emergency Food Center and 
Reaching Heights. Proceeds from this 
year’s event will go to FutureHeights.
 “We’re going to keep building it 
up,” said Roosa, who said they will start 
planning for next year’s event in January. 
He said they haven’t yet decided which 
Heights-based nonprofit will be the 
beneficiary. “We look for a nonprofit 
with an active volunteer base,” said 
Roosa, “We want them to be involved 
in this. They should be based in the 
Heights and, preferably, [be a group 
that] is underserved.”
 “We always have people running 
the event who are amazed at what is in 
the park, even though they live around 
here,” said Roosa. “One of the nice 
things about doing the event is that we 
introduce this wonderful resource to 
people. It’s not your typical big square 
run, like when you run street races. This 
curves around a bit, so it is a little more 
scenic.”
 For more race results and informa-
tion about Thunder Run, visit www.
thunderrun.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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Bike parking expands in the Heights

Heights Bicycle Coalition

When the City of Cleveland Heights 
wanted to increase bicycle parking 
capacity, it wondered where to place 
more bike racks. 
 To help the city gather input, the 
Heights Bicycle Coalition surveyed its 
members and other local cyclists about 
their bike parking needs. 
 Thirty cyclists responded and 
gave suggestions about locations 
throughout the Heights. Severance 
Town Center was most often cited 
as a place that needs bike racks. One 
respondent noted that the Severance 
ring road includes a bike lane, but that 
bike racks are rare. 
 Other sites where bike parking 
was suggested are: all area Starbucks, 
the Cedar Fairmount Business Dis-
trict, the Heights Rockefeller Build-
ing, Coventry P. E.A.C.E. Park, Forest 
Hill Park, Cedar Center and Wendy’s 
on Cedar Road. Locations in down-
town Cleveland and Shaker Heights 
were also suggested.
 Respondents mentioned the im-
portance of bike rack design. A rack 
that provides two points of contact 
with the bike frame provides more 
stability and enables the lock to secure 

both wheels and the bike frame to the 
rack. 
 Bike racks near retail businesses 
provide short-term parking, but long-
term parking for bike commuters is 
also needed. RTA has installed cov-
ered parking at several Rapid stops 
for cyclists who combine cycling and 
public transit. These covered struc-
tures protect bikes from rain and 
other elements, preventing weather 
damage and prolonging the life of the 
bicycles.
 Bike parking capacity in the 
Heights is increasing and, with the 
help of the survey, racks will be placed 
where cyclists noted a need. The City 
of Cleveland Heights, the Cedar Fair-
mount Business District and other 
business districts are all installing more 
bike racks. The Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School Dis-
trict is improving bike parking for 
both students and staff.
 Improved bicycle parking is one 
aspect of a bike-friendly community. 
“Convenient, easily used, and secure 
bicycle parking encourages people to 
replace some of their car trips with 
bicycle trips,” according to the As-
sociation of Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Professionals.

The Heights Bicycle Coalition was formed 
in the spring of 2010 and works to encourage 
citizens to ride bicycles for fun, fitness and 
transportation.

LIfe CYCLe

The Affordable Care Act:  What’s in it for you?
Jessica Schreiber

Americans held their collective breath 
awaiting the decision of the Supreme 
Court on the constitutionality of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA), aka 
Obamacare. The answer came back 
on June 28: the historic reform of our 
healthcare system was upheld as the 
law of the land.
 Passed by Congress in 2010 amid 
much sound and fury, the ACA affects 
almost all Americans. Whether you con-
sider healthcare reform a piñata or Pan-
dora’s box, it is important to understand 
the provisions and benefits contained in 
the law and how it will affect you and 
the people you care about.
 But isn’t the ACA a gazillion pages 
long and more confusing than Finnegan’s 
Wake? Actually, when devoid of political 
spin and focused on the provisions and 
protections for consumers of health-
care, i.e., all of us, the information is 
readily accessible.
 In response to the need for accurate 
and understandable information, the 
Universal Health Care Action Network 
(UHCAN) and UHCAN Ohio have 
created a local speakers bureau consist-
ing of volunteer physicians, leaders of 
women’s organizations and other civic 
activists to explain and answer questions 
about the healthcare law.
 Speakers will provide up-to-date 
information, answer questions about 
the provisions of the law, and explain 
how to access the benefits of the law as 
they are rolled out.
 A number of provisions are already 

in place, such as allowing children to 
stay on their parents’ insurance plans 
until age 26, banning insurance denials 
for pre-existing conditions and elimi-
nating co-pays for preventive services 
for seniors. More changes will take 
effect beginning Aug. 1 and ongoing to 
2014.
 For women, the ACA provides many 
benefits, including cancer screenings, 
maternity care and contraceptive cover-
age, and prohibits gender discrimina-
tion in the cost of insurance policies. 
 Speakers can tailor presentations to 
the specific concerns of a group. Two of 
the most popular presentations are:
•  “The New Healthcare Law—Ask a 

Doc,”  in which a local physician pro-
vides  an overview of the law and its 
impact from his or her perspective as 
a health care provider, and

•  “The New Healthcare Law Has Ohio 
Women Covered,” in which a female 
speaker highlights the benefits that 
are most important to women and 
their families.

 This is a unique opportunity to get 
the facts about the Affordable Care Act 
and what it offers to women, families, 
seniors and businesses. Consider invit-
ing a speaker to address your organiza-
tion or group, or organize your own 
house party  for neighbors and friends.
 To request a speaker free-of-charge, 
or for more information, contact Rachel 
DeGolia at degolia@uhcan.org, or call 
216-241-8422, ext. 14.

Jessica Schreiber has been a Cleveland 
Heights resident since 2006.

CIA’s Continuing Education program includes a wide range of 
courses in art and design taught by accomplished faculty, in a 
dynamic, friendly and well-equipped learning environment.  

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged

Do what 
you love
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225 Hour Yoga Alliance Certified Program 
A comprehensive vinyasa-based training offered by spyngaFlows.

Be immersed in anatomy, yogic philosophy, intensive asana instruction,
teaching theory, meditation, pranayama and the business of yoga.

September 2012 to January 2013
For more information

Empower. Be empowered.
Inspire. Be inspired.

Change. Be changed. 

Limited 
spots 

available

1846 COVENTRY RD., 2ND FLOOR    CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 44118

spyngaFlows-HeightsObserverAd2.indd   1 6/15/12   6:28:03 AM

Reading with a buddy at Heights Libraries

Anna Register

In July, Heights Libraries promoted 
literacy and leadership with a new pro-
gram, Reading Buddies. The program 
was offered at the Lee Road Library 
and paired students in grades 1–3 with 
teens aged 13–17. The program was 
designed to help grade school students 
reach appropriate reading levels and 
prevent summer learning loss, while 
giving teens the opportunity to play a 
leadership role.
 The program is based on one con-
ducted through Heights Libraries about 
10 years ago. It returned with the help 
of a teen volunteer from that program, 
who is now a librarian at Heights Li-
braries.
 “Jessica Robinson [youth services 
librarian], offered to run this program 
after participating in a similar one when 
she was a teen,” said Susan Black, youth 
services manager. “The governor wants 
third graders to read at level before 
they leave third grade. The best way to 
learn is to practice. With this program, 
children are paired with a teen they can 
read to, receive encouragement from, 
and play words games with.” 

 The hour-long program led to more 
than just better reading skills. Patrick 
Tan and his children, Sean and Patricia, 
regularly attended the program. “My 
children are more focused and able to 
listen,” said Tan. “They are very shy, 
especially Patricia, and I notice they 
talk to adults more.” When asked how 
he felt about the program, Sean hap-
pily chimed in, “I like stories like Blue 
Clues.”
 The teens received an orientation 
to help them determine a child’s reading 
level. From there, they chose books and 
other word-based activities specifically 
for the child they were working with,” 
explained Black. The teens were guided 
in how to recognize material that would 
challenge, but not frustrate, the children 
they were mentoring.
 Reading Buddies is over for this 
summer, but Heights Libraries contin-
ues to offer an array of programming to 
improve literacy for both children and 
adults. For more information visit www.
heightslibrary.org, or call 216-932-3600.

Anna Register is the marketing assistant for 
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Public Library.

Coming soon: a Little 
Free Library near you

The first of three Little Free Libraries built by Cleveland Heights business Silsby Stained Glass and 
woodworking. 
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Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries has become part of 
a small movement with big potential: 
Little Free Libraries.
 Little Free Libraries are just that—
small, house-like structures containing 
books for people to borrow or exchange. 
The concept is similar to that of those 
“take a penny, leave a penny” bowls you 
see by cash registers. If you take a book, 
bring another book to replace it. Or, just 
return it. 
 Little Free Libraries can be located 
on yards, tree lawns, street corners—just 
about anywhere they can fit.
 The first Little Free Library has 
opened at the southeast corner of Elm-
wood and Sylvania roads, near the Noble 
Neighborhood Library. 
 “We’re fortunate that a former 
children’s librarian volunteered to be 
a steward for the first one,” said Sam 
Lapidus, Heights Libraries coordina-
tor. “She’ll work with the Noble branch 
manager to keep the box well stocked 
with gently used children’s and adult 
books that have been donated or culled 
from our collection.”  
 Two more will be opened over the 
next few months. The project is another 
way for Heights Libraries to encourage 
reading and literacy, and encourage 
members of the community to engage 

with one another.
 Part of the charm of the Heights 
Little Free Libraries are the structures. 
A Cleveland Heights business, Silsby 
Stained Glass and Woodworking, is 
building them, and is donating the labor 
and using mostly recycled materials.
 The roughly 3‘ x 3‘ structure at 
Elmwood and Sylvania roads looks 
like an elegant playhouse, with solid 
wooden walls and real roof tiles to keep 
books dry in all kinds of weather. It has 
leaded glass doors, which have written 
on them: “Take a Book, Leave a Book.” 
In an age of e-books, this Little Free 
Library is refreshingly low-tech.
 According to the Little Free Library 
organization map at www.littlefreeli-
brary.org, Ohio currently has five of the 
structures, including one in Cleveland 
on West 82 Street.
 “Little Free Libraries are a great way 
to get people excited about books and 
talking about them at the neighborhood 
level,” said Lapides. “The people who 
live in Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights are passionate about reading 
and literacy, and also about their neigh-
borhoods, so this project fits in to our 
community perfectly.”

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community 
relations manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library.

It’s how I treat all my customers. And you can be 
sure I’ll always do my best to meet your needs. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Honesty. Respect. 
Professionalism. 
Courtesy.

1101016.1 !"#"$%&#'()%*+($%,-.$)%/0++(123"+2)%45

Betsy Warner, Agent

6789%5$$%/0:;

<0$:$0#2;%*$13=">)%,*%%7799?

/@>A%69BC8D6CB8EE

FFFGH$">IF#'2$'12>@'#2.$G.+(%%

 Fun Wine & Craft Beer
 Case Discount
 Wine & Beer for all  

 Your Special Events
 Wade Oval Wednesday 

 Picnic Bags

 Weekly Wine & 
 Beer Tastings
 Gift Baskets
 Private Wine Tastings
 CIA Student Art Spot 

 Gallery Space

                            thewinespotonline.com 
           2271 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights  e info@thewinespotonline.com  p 216.342.3623

Your spot for retail wine & beer
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Heights Libraries welcomes 
new manager of youth 
services, honors outgoing

Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library announces the 
appointment of Brian C. Hare as its new 
youth services manager. Susan Black, out-
going youth services manager, retires this 
month after nearly 34 years with Heights 
Libraries.
 “I am so grateful to have had the 
opportunity to be part of this library 
system,” said Black. “I learned something 
new every day from my co-workers and 
my customers.  I will miss everyone. But I 
am looking forward to travel, adventures 
and family time in my retirement.”
 Black began working at the CH-UH 
Public Library in 1978 as a children’s ser-
vices librarian for the University Heights 
branch. Since then, she has helped the 
community raise a generation of babies 
by introducing them to the power of 
language and reading through her inspir-
ing story times and programs at local 
preschools.
 Black also supported the implemen-
tation of many industry changes, moving 
from a card catalog to a computerized 
catalog system; from photographic 
checkout to automated checkout; from 
vinyl records to CDs; from books to 
Books on Tape, Playaways and e-books. 
Black hired and mentored many talented 
staff, some of whom have been promoted 
to higher positions within and outside 
of the Heights system, including Nancy 
Levin, current Heights Library director. 
Black was promoted to youth services 
manager in March 2011.
 “The word ‘no’ was never in Susan’s 

brian C. Hare, new youth services manager. Susan black, former youth services manager.

vocabulary,” said Levin. “When it came 
to customer service, such as helping 
seniors with their mail or taking time to 
just listen to customers, Susan was always 
ready and willing to do whatever it took 
to make sure customers got what they 
needed. We will miss her.”
 Black’s replacement, Brian C. Hare, 
who starts in early August, has six years 
of library experience. Most recently he 
was director of the Liberty Center Public 
Library in Liberty Center, Ohio, a small 
rural library located near Toledo. Hare has a 
bachelor’s degree in visual communications 
technology with a focus in marketing from 
Bowling Green State University, and a mas-
ters degree in library and information sci-
ence from the University of Pittsburgh.
 Before serving as director at Liberty 
Center, Hare was a teen specialist with 
the Wood County District Public Library 
and a law librarian for the Barco Law 
Library in Pittsburgh.
 “I am very excited about getting to 
know the staff and community of Heights 
Libraries,” said Hare.  “It’s clear that the 
library’s services reflect the interests and 
values of its patrons. I think technology 
will continue play an ever-increasing role 
in our communities and we need to figure 
out how it can be integrated into what 
we do with youth and young adults. My 
immediate goal is to understand how my 
department supports the quality, cutting-
edge services and programming that lie 
at the heart of the library.”

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community 
relations manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library.

CH-UH Public Library Board 
meeting highlights
JUnE 18, 2012
Board member James Posch was absent.

Resident complaint
A resident came to the board meeting to ask, 
“what happened to our libraries?” Explaining 
that she had gone to the library needing to find 
a quiet half-hour to take a test, she said she expe-
rienced noise from teens and children, including 
a crying baby, as well as from library staff. The 
man sitting next to her was eating pizza and 
french fries and was hostile when asked how 
long he planned to be there. She complained 
to a librarian but was told that the library is a 
“community center.” Told that she would find 
quiet in the basement, she went there to find it 
empty and underutilized. She commented that 
the eaters and children should be the ones in 
the basement, not those who come to find quiet. 
She said she considers use of the library space 
a moral and ethical issue. Both Board President 
Esther moss and Director nancy Levin acknowl-
edged her comments. Levin indicated that the 
issue would be discussed and she would phone 
the resident with a reply.

Salary increases
The board approved a 3 percent wage increase 
for the majority of staff, who have not had an 
overall wage increase since the 1.5 percent in-
crease granted in 2010 to restore the 3 percent 
salary rollback in 2009.

Barbara Trepal retires
Barbara Trepal, part-time children’s services as-
sociate at the noble neighborhood Library, will 
retire Aug. 1 after 10 years of service. The retire-
ment resolution passed by the board mentioned 
her dedication and willingness to help other 
library staff in reference and circulation, as well 
as her expertise in planning programs.

May Public Service Report highlights:
•  On May 14, Mark Bassett, scholar in resi-

dence at the Cleveland Institute of Art, gave 
a lecture on wPA ceramics from noble and 
Oxford elementary schools.

•  Pat Gray, Coventry librarian, met with Su-
zanne DeGaetano of mac’s Backs and Jane 
Kessler of Appletree Books to plan the Cedar-
Coventry Author Series for fall 2012.

•  Seventy-five kindergarteners from Roxboro 
Elementary took the fourth annual tour of 
Coventry Village Library. Librarians told stories 
and explained the role of the library.

•  Noble Neighborhood Library began offering 
the afterschool snack program an extra day, 
increasing its supply to 70 snacks.

•  Noble Neighborhood Library will provide 
monthly book talks at the Senior Lunch Pro-
gram at the warrensville Community Apart-
ments, a senior living facility.

•  Michael Jerman, landscaper at Noble Neigh-
borhood Library, met with the liaison to the 
nepalese community to make plans for a 
vegetable garden at noble that the nepalese 
will help plant and maintain.

•  At University Heights Library on the fourth 
wednesday of each month, Jerry Sims, an 
Rn from the Cleveland Clinic Community 
wellness Program, does free blood pressure 
and weight screening.

 •  The Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
presented a program on dinosaurs at the 
University Heights Library.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

wednesday, Aug. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Dream Big: End of Summer Reading Party. A 
summer of imagination ends in a party. Come 
celebrate all of your hard work reading with 
games, snacks, clowns and some surprises

Friday, Aug. 10, 4 p.m.
America’s Next Top Monster. Teens 11—19 
can compete to become America’s next 
Top monster. Bring your best scary game 
face and costumes for the runway competi-
tion. There will be pizza, prizes and more. 
Registration required.

Noble Neighborhood 
Library
2800 noble Road, 216-291-5665

Fridays, Aug. 3–31, 10:30 a.m.
Reading Rumpus. Bring the whole fam-
ily for books, music, rhymes and activities 
designed to develop early literacy skills. 
After storytime, play in the early literacy 
PLAyroom.

Tuesday, Aug. 21, 7 p.m.
The Life of Jimmy. James Teal, local resident, 
descendant of slaves and author of the 

What’s going on at your library?
memoir, The Life of Jimmy, will share stories 
and anecdotes from his family history, his 
early childhood on an East Texas farm and 
his adult life in the Cleveland area.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Thursday, Aug. 2, 7 p.m.
UH Olympics. while the Olympics are hap-
pening in England, you and your family can 
compete in our own wacky events.

Friday, Aug. 17, 1:30 p.m.
Have You Read this Movie? Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer’s Stone. Teens can read the 
book, then see the movie at the library.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

monday, Aug. 6, 5:30 p.m.
Coventry Village Songwriting Workshop. 
Songwriters of all levels are invited to share 
their own songs in a constructive environ-
ment. Local songwriter Charlie mosbrook 
moderates. Registration required.

Thursday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Family Film Night: Where the Wild Things 
Are. Snacks provided.

The Heights Observer asked if the 
Cleveland Heights 6 p.m. curfew for 
youths should remain in place via an 
online poll. The results were:

 58.9% Yes
 It is working. Keep it in place. 
 
 41.1% No
 It was meant to be a temporary 
 solution. Let’s find another way.

Tell us what you think about local issues. Go 
to www.heightsobserver.org to answer the 
Daily Question.

lenges,” she added. “There is really an 
opportunity to make an impact there.”
 In her essay, Madorsky discusses 
the importance of the Foreign Service 
taking both a “top-down and grassroots 
approach to nation building.” (Read the 
essay at: www.chuh.org/includes/uploads/
schools/HSHeights/pdf_files/natasha_ma-
dorsky_essay_105.pdf.)
 Madorsky will take several classes 
at Case Western Reserve University 
(CWRU) during her senior year as part 
of the CWRU Pre-College Program and 

the Ohio Post Secondary Enrollment 
Option. She plans to apply to Princeton 
and Harvard to study foreign relations. 
 Madorsky is active in many service 
organizations at Heights High and Tem-
ple-Tifereth Israel. She raises money for 
Girl Up, and is a 2012 summer intern at 
the Inamori International Center for 
Ethics and Excellence at CWRU, and 
at the Ohio Democratic Party.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.

award continued from page 1
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HEiGHTS SCHOOLS

HISTORIC CLOSING SALE
Starting July 30th 2012

After 50 years, the oldest ongoing Antique 
Gallery in Cleveland, 

JUNE GREENWALD ANTIQUES,
is closing its original location at the corner 

of Mayfield & Lee
in Cleveland Heights, Ohio.

This remarkable, massive inventory of 
quality merchandise is being offered

for the first time at 

Over 4000 sq ft of Antiques

Please come participate in this historic event where you
will find 19th & 20th Century Decorative Arts from A to Z

3096 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Phones: 216.932.5535     216.839.6100
Email: info@greenwaldantiques.com

Sale Starts
July 30th

Monday
through
Saturday

10:00 – 5:00

JUNE

=GREENWALD
ANTIQUES

50% OFF OR MORE for a limited period only

Sale runs 
through 
August

Custom floral 
design for 
over 60 
years!

LOWERVILL F (216) 932-7550 E

2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 

24 hr. secure online ordering 
www.flowerville.net 

Michael Day 

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

!"#$!%"&'"(#)*
#)"+",'")-#*./"'.""0

1-23$.+"4'"0,5-6"1-23$.+"4-"73-6"1-23$.+"!"))-5$#")%6

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

CH-UH welcomes new principals Michele Evans 
and Andrett Calloway
Angee Shaker

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District has hired 
two new elementary school principals. 
Michele Evans will lead Gearity Pro-
fessional Development School, and 
Andrett Calloway will lead Fairfax El-
ementary School. Both will begin their 
new positions on Aug. 6.
 The CH-UH school district en-
courages parents and members of the 
community to meet Calloway and Evans 
at a Meet the Principals night, to be 
held sometime in August, on a date to 
be announced.
 “We are thrilled Andrett and Mi-

chele will lead Fairfax and Gearity,” 
said Superintendent Doug Heuer. 
“They are true professionals and each 
brings a wealth of knowledge, educa-
tion and experience to their respective 
positions. We’re confident they will 
continue to ensure that our schools 
remain places where all students have 
opportunities to learn skills for the 21st 
century.”
 Evans and Calloway both completed 
intensive interviews with the Educa-
tional Services Department; the district 
leadership team; parents, teachers and 
members of the community.
 Prior to accepting her position as 
Fairfax Elementary School principal, 

Calloway served as Heights High’s pro-
gram specialist and night school princi-
pal. She also worked as a kindergarten 
through eighth grade assistant principal 
in the Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District for four years. 
 Calloway began her career as a sixth 
grade math and language arts teacher at 
CH-UH. She holds a master’s degree 
and administration license from John 
Carroll University, and an education 
specialist degree from Cleveland State 
University. Calloway is pursuing her 
doctorate of education in instructional 
leadership with an emphasis in organi-
zational leadership.
 Evans comes to CH-UH from 
Malone University, where she serves as 

an adjunct professor, teaching school 
finance and research courses in the uni-
versity’s principals’ licensure program. 
Prior to her work at Malone University, 
Evans led Canton City Schools as su-
perintendent. She also was director of 
testing, evaluation and research within 
that district. Evans served in the Ohio 
Department of Education and as Hill-
iard City Schools elementary principal 
in Hilliard, Ohio, and kindergarten 

ywca early learning center
nourishing young minds and bodies

high-quality childcare close to downtown

contact christine davis, director

ywcaofcleveland.org • 216-881-6878 x234

Andrett Calloway, Fairfax Elementary principal.
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Evans will lead 
Gearity Profes-
sional Development 
School; Calloway, 
Fairfax Elementary 
School

through eighth grade principal at Co-
lumbus Public Schools in Columbus, 
Ohio. Evans has a doctorate in educa-
tional policy and leadership from The 
Ohio State University.

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.
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with a humani-
t a r i an  award 
in 2011. Under 
her leadership, 
U.S. News and 
World Report rec-
ognized South 
High School as 
one of America’s 
100 Best High Schools in 2010.
 “Parents and students have been 
meeting with Dr. Wiley in recent weeks 
and welcoming her with open arms,” 
Heuer said. “We’re thrilled to have her 
working with our students and Heights 
High staff.”

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.

heights schools

Administrative principal to lead chhs
Angee Shaker

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District recently 
recruited Johnetta Wiley to Cleveland 
Heights High School to serve as admin-
istrative principal.  
 “Dr. Wiley is a proven leader with a 
commitment to academic accountabil-
ity,” Superintendent Doug Heuer said. 
“She has an impressive track record of 
inspiring students, collaborating effec-
tively with colleagues, and helping those 
around her perform at their best. We’re 
thrilled that she’s agreed to be a part of 
the Heights team.”
 Prior to joining the CH-UH school 
district, Wiley served for 10 years as 
the principal at South High School 
within the City of Columbus School 
District. She also worked to develop a 
new teacher evaluation system as part of 
the Race to the Top Teacher Evaluation 
Committee. In addition, she served as 
the assistant principal at South High 
School Urban Academy for four years, 
and as a science teacher at South High 
School for 10 years.
 Wiley earned her doctorate of 
education with a focus on educational 
leadership from Nova Southeastern 
University in North Miami Beach, Fla.; 
her principal certification with a focus 
on educational administration from the 
University of Dayton; and her masters 
of education from Ashland University. 
 Wiley is the recipient of numerous 
awards. The district Parent Teacher As-
sociation in Columbus recognized her 
as the 2012 Educator of the Year, and 
the State of Mississippi presented her 

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

heights high Barbershoppers sing national 
anthem at cleveland indians game on July 3

Futon Sale!

Not as shown.

ALL-WOOD FUTON 
with Mattress   

SALE $299
 
METAL FUTON 
with Mattress   

SALE $199
• Futons are today’s new sofa bed
• Comfort seating and sleeping
• Folds open easily 
• Up-to-date styles

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS  (216) 320-9761
1812 COVENTry rOAD, across from the parking garage   
SleepSourceUSA.com 
 

Johnetta Wiley

  
TICKETS ON SALE NOW FOR THE

MUSIC

FOOD

FUN

Opening Preview Brunch Benefit
Top Chef Grill Off Competitions
Local Garlic Farmers
Local Restaurants

Beer and Wine Tastings 
Garlic Fries
Garlic Ice Cream
Gourmet Alley

S A T U R D A Y 
Skerik’s Bandalabra 
Doug Johns Duo 
Umojah Nation 
Wind and Sand Belly Dance Troupe 
The Whiskey Lock

S U N D A Y 
Rubblebucke t 
Revolution Pie 
Wind and Sand Belly Dance Troupe 
Shaw High School Marching Band

Mighty Locavores – Special Events for Kids
Miss Garlic and Little Garlic Princesses
Rock Climbing Wall
The Euclid Beach Boys Rocket Ship

Flower Clown
Tomato Throw Down
Cooking Demonstrations
Parade the Circle

The Preview Brunch begins at 11:00 AM on Saturday, September 08 – two hours before the gates 
open to the public – and will feature omelets from local eggs, fresh seasonal fruits, pastries, belinis, 
ChalkArt, parking-to-event transportation by the Euclid Beach Boy’s Rocket Ship Car, live music by 
Transportation Boulevard, and more. To purchase tickets, visit ClevelandGarlicFestival.org/brunch/

OPENING PREVIEW BRUNCH BENEFIT

For more info, to purchase tickets, and to download 
a FREE live music sampler from last year’s 
performances, visit ClevelandGarlicFestival.org

A North Union Farmers Market 
Charitable FUNdraiser 
216.751.7656

SEPT. 08  & 09  • SHAKER SQUARE
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heights schools

Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Cool Patio.
Party Room.

Hot Fun in the Summertime.

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

JUNE 18, 2012
All board members were present.

Facilities planning
Overall plan
Steve Shergalis, director of business services, 
reviewed facilities Plan C. At Heights High the 
plan calls for the preservation and renovation of 
the building’s historic core and the addition of new 
space. The three middle school buildings would 
house grades four through eight. At Monticello 
and Roxboro middle schools, the historic cores 
would be preserved, renovated, and new space 
added. Wiley would be renovated. Oxford, 
Canterbury, Boulevard and Roxboro elementary 
schools would become pre-kindergarten through 
grade three schools. Oxford, Canterbury and 
Roxboro elementary schools would be completely 
renovated, while Boulevard would be torn down 
and rebuilt. The community’s desire for preserva-
tion was considered along with providing modern 
acoustics, airflow, and improved movement of 
people. The high school work would be done 
first, followed by the grades four through eight 
schools, and finally the pre-kindergarten through 
grade three schools, which would be completed 
by 2022. The plan calls for the closing and repur-
posing of Fairfax, Noble and Gearity elementary 
schools.

Finances
The cost of the entire plan would be $206.2 
million with a six percent contingency built in. A 
5.9 mill 37-year bond issue, which would cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home $15.50 per month, 
would raise $137.2 million. Alternative funding 
options would be pursued to reach $206.2 
million. The options include $1 million from the 
district’s permanent improvement fund; a pro-
jected $6 million from private foundations, $10 
million from private donations, $2 million from the 
district’s Career Tech partners, $20 million from 
the Ohio School Facilities Commission, and $30 
million from a COPS loan. The debt service of the 
latter would be paid out of the district’s general 
fund and permanent improvement fund. Privately 
donated funds would be used for renovations to 
the high school stadium, auditorium and natato-
rium. There are already potential donors for the 
stadium renovations, including the track, fields 
and grandstands. Once the plan is complete, 
the district will save about $3.5 million a year in 
operating costs, mostly through decreased utility 
use and decreased administrative and support 
staff. Demands on the permanent improvement 
fund will also decrease significantly because of 
the decreased square footage and the all-new 
systems.
 If some of the funding options do not come 
through, the six Learning Communities at each pre-
kindergarten through grade three building could be 
pulled from the plan. Some of the originally pro-
posed enhancements to the high school auditorium 
have already been removed, and the projected 
cost of housing students in “swing space” during 
construction has been reduced from $15 million to 
$11.3 million. As other cost-cutting opportunities 
arise, they will be taken advantage of.

Bond issue
For a bond issue to appear on the November 
general election ballot, the board must vote to 
approve submissions to the Ohio Department 
of Education and the Ohio School Facilities 
Commission at its July 3 regular meeting. At the 
July 17 work session, it must approve the ballot 
language and submit it to the County Board of 
Elections by July 31.

LWV observer: Nancy Dietrich.

JULY 3, 2012
All board members were present.

Facilities plan
Superintendent Douglas Heuer gave reasons why 
the Master Facilities Plan should be approved. 
These included the need to downsize, many need-
ed building repairs, the marginally effective rating 
of the buildings by the Ohio Facilities Commis-
sion (OSFC), and the reasonable budget. Board 
members Karen Gorman Jones, Nancy Peppler 
and Eric Coble supported the plan, maintaining 
that the children deserve better facilities to get a 
better education, and delays would increase cost. 
Jones asked, “If not now, when?” several times. 
Board members Kal Zucker and Ron Register were 
concerned about the cost, the timeline, and com-
munication with the community. They could not 
support the plan. The board voted to approve the 
plan, with Zucker and Register voting no.

Special needs district
The board approved the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District as a Special 
Needs District, with Zucker voting no.

Improvement bonds
The board approved a resolution declaring the 
need to place a proposal on the fall 2012 ballot 
to issue school facilities improvement bonds in the 
aggregate principal amount of $130.6 million, 
with Zucker and Register voting no.

Local partnership program
The board authorized the OSFC Expedited Local 
Partnership Program, with Register voting no. The 
commission will approve 14 percent of the $160 
million program. The board also approved, unani-
mously, a resolution of intent for the Expedited 
Local Partnership Program 0.5 mill maintenance 
requirement, which is required by the state. The 
district already has the amount in its permanent 
improvement fund.

Heights High principal
Johnetta Wiley was named administrative princi-
pal of Heights High School.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  7.

ch-Uh city school District selected to join national 
group focused on enhancing digital learning
Angee Shaker

The Consortium for School Network-
ing, a professional association for school 
system technology leaders, invited the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District to join a select group 
of districts throughout the country to 
collaborate on ways schools can improve 
digital learning in classrooms.
 CH-UH is the only Ohio district 
to participate in the initiative, which 
is titled Teaming for Transformation: 
Leading Digital Conversion for Student 
Learning.
 As a member of the group, CH-UH 
will exchange ideas with other technolo-
gy-driven school districts through online 
discussions, site visits, and face-to-face 
conversations at the Consortium for 

School Networking’s 2013 conference.
 “We’re excited to be a part of Team-
ing for Transformation,” Superintendent 
Doug Heuer said. “We hope to grow 
from our conversations with other 
member school districts and use what 
we learn to create better digital learning 
environments for both our students and 
teachers.”
 The Consortium for School Net-
working’s Teaming for Transformation 
initiative is offered in partnership with 
the American Association of School 
Administrators, the Mooresville Graded 
School District, and the Friday Institute 
at North Carolina State University.

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.

ch-Uh graduation rate will decline under 
new state measurement process
Krista Hawthorne

When you hear about high school 
graduation rates, what do you think 
they measure? The number of students 
in 12th grade who finish the required 
courses, plus the few who graduate 
early, right?
 Starting with the 2011–12 school 
year, the U.S. Department of Education 
(DOE) has redefined “graduation rate” 
on state report cards to measure how 
many ninth graders finish their high 
school studies in four years or less. This 
change will dramatically reduce gradua-
tion rates for many schools.
 Ohio schools with graduation 
rates below 90 percent do not meet 
the graduation rate indicator on the 
state report card. Graduation rates will 
look even lower for schools with high 
numbers of special needs students,  
transfer students with missing credits, 
and students with health issues or family 
issues. Administrators in the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District are concerned that this new 
measure of graduation rate does not 
reflect the quality of education it offers.
 Previously, a student counted as a 
graduate in the year the diploma was 
awarded, regardless of the number of 
years since the student began ninth 
grade. Students who needed to retake re-
quired courses, or missed class time due 
to illness, injury, or family issues, could 
take an extra year to earn a diploma.  
 Now, explained Sharon Drazdik, 
education management information 
system coordinator for the district, “If 
a student does not finish in four years, 
in the new graduation rate, he will never 
count as a graduate.”
 While special needs students can 
take alternative assessments in place 
of the Ohio Achievement Assessment  
(for students in grades three through 
eight) or the Ohio Graduation Test (for 
students in grade 10) to show progress 
and graduate, only one percent of a 
district’s alternative assessments test 
results can be counted on the state 
report card. The rule aims to prevent 
schools from issuing alternative assess-
ments to students who should be taking 
the general test.

 Douglas Heuer, CH-UH superin-
tendent, believes this limitation does 
not give an accurate picture of his 
students. “Our statistics tell us we are 
very successful when it comes to educat-
ing our special needs students, but not 
according to the standards the state is 
measuring on its report card. Every test 
beyond the one percent counts as a fail-
ure and penalizes the district, especially 
when those students are scoring at the 
highest achievement levels.”
 This change in the state report 
cards seems to favor districts with mini-
mal challenges, wealthier populations, 
and fewer special needs students. It does 
not indicate a higher level of school ef-
fectiveness nor provide a useful tool for 
determining school quality.
 “What should be important is 
the quality of education as measured 
by how well prepared each student 
is to transition from K–12 to higher 
education or a successful career. In 
special education, where a student is 
legally entitled with an IEP [Individu-
alized Education Program] to receive  
services that are appropriate until the 
age of 22, the new standard for gradua-
tion penalizes schools that opt to meet 
the child’s needs, as opposed to a four-
year deadline for graduation,” added 
Heuer.
 Ohio’s state and local report 
cards, released in August, measure  
performance of districts and schools 
in four ways: 26 state indicators drawn 
from academic tests; Value-Added 
results, which show whether students 
meet the expected one year of growth 
for students in grades four through eight 
in reading and math; the Performance  
Index, which looks at the perfor-
mance of individual students; and Ad-
equate Yearly Progress (AYP), a feder-
ally required component that measures 
achievement of each student subgroup.  
For more information, visit the Ohio 
Department of Education website, 
www.ode.state.oh.us, or the DOE website, 
www.ed.gov.

Krista Hawthorne is assistant director of 
Reaching Heights, a community-supported 
nonprofit that works to ensure excellence in 
public education.
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Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

heights musicians play on european tour
Kim Conklin

Cleveland Heights High School senior 
oboe players Shoshana Klein and Mary 
O’Keefe were part of the European tour 
with the Cleveland Orchestra Youth 
Orchestra (COYO), June 13–21.
 Around 75 members, drawn from 
40 communities in northern Ohio and 
western Pennsylvania, went on the tour. 
The group performed in Prague, Vi-
enna and Salzburg, with a program that 
included works by Johannes Brahms, 
Richard Wagner, Antonin Dvorak and 
Edward Elgar.  
 Both musicians returned with fabu-
lous memories. “Playing Dvorak in the 
Dvorak Hall in Prague—that’s exciting,” 
said Klein.
 The musicians also did some sight-
seeing, but Klein and O’Keefe said the 
performances were the best part. 
 Klein added, “Performing and prac-
ticing on a different schedules, in the 
varied acoustics of different halls—and 
with jet lag—was a definite challenge.”  
 James Feddeck, Cleveland Orches-
tra assistant conductor and COYO 
music director, helped students adjust 
to the circumstances.
  “He doesn’t say bad things—ever. 
He just fixes what’s wrong,” Klein said. 
Both girls thought that the experience 
helped them become more focused and 
flexible. “The whole experience was so 
inspiring,” said O’Keefe. “We all became 
closer, learning from each other and 
growing as musicians.”
 Both girls said the tremendous 
audience response and a surprise visit 
from Cleveland Orchestra conductor 

heights high seniors Mary o'keefe and shoshana klein (l-R) take a break from practicing and perform-
ing as they visit the st. Vitus cathedral in Prague, czech Republic. 

Franz Welser-Möst were thrills they will 
always remember.
 The girls play oboe in the Heights 
High Symphonic Winds and Symphony, 
the school marching band and chamber 
groups.
 Klein started playing the clarinet 
in 4th grade at Canterbury Elementary 
School. She switched to oboe in the 
6th grade. She has also played with the 
Cleveland Youth Wind Symphony and 
the Contemporary Youth Orchestra.  

She will explore music therapy as she 
applies to colleges this fall.
 O’Keefe began studying the oboe at 
Noble Elementary School. She plans to 
audition for several music institutes this 
year as she pursues her goal of playing 
in a professional orchestra.

Kim Conklin, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
has children in CH-UH schools, and is an 
assistant in the high school instrumental 
music department.

Judith Eugene

Loving Hands Yoga and Reiki, in coor-
dination with Family Connections, is 
offering a new yoga class for kids. The 
class is open to children ages three and 
up, and pre-crawling babies. Mothers, 
fathers and caretakers are also welcome 
to join in and do yoga with the kids.
 Yoga for Kids teaches yoga poses 
while encouraging children to explore 
their creativity in an active, fun and 
safe way. The classes incorporate age-
appropriate movement, games, music 
and quiet time, to help children exercise 
their bodies, strengthen their imagina-
tions, connect with their inner selves, 
and develop a harmonious relationship 
with the world around them.
 The class will be held at Family 
Connections, 2843 Washington Blvd., 
Cleveland Heights. For class schedule 
and to register, please visit www.loving-
handsyoga.com or call 216-408-5578.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides yoga classes and Reiki 
therapy. She can be reached at 216-408-5578 
or Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com.

New yoga class 
for kids 
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Has your
lawn
gone on
vacation?

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

Are you tired of calling an
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?

Are you frustrated with
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional
lawn fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing

• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance

LL_HO.0812.Sprinkler_Ad:Layout 1  7/18/12  3:45 PM  Page 1

Observer advertising 

is good for your 

business and good for 

your community

2287 Lee Road - 1854 CoventRy Road - www.phoenixCoffee.Com

it’s summeR!

RemaRkabLy smooth and RefReshing.  avaiLabLe at aLL phoenix LoCations.

CoLd bRew tea
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 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  

(216) 392-1335 1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com Financing Available 

Specializing in: 
Residential Driveways 
Asphalt & Concrete 
Masonry 
Roofing  

Sealcoating 
Siding 
Windows 

A+ rating 

Call for Summer specials . . .  

Susie Kaeser

I have the privilege of organizing 
the Heights Summer Music Camp, a 
project of Reaching Heights. For each 
of the last eight years, it has given an 
average of 85 elementary and middle 
school music students from the CH-
UH school district a week of intensive 
music exploration, instruction, and 
growth. We attract kids who have had 
years of private instruction, and those 
who have had just a year of group in-
struction in their elementary schools. 
About a third of the campers attend 
with scholarship support.
 Each year, I have witnessed camp-
ers push themselves hard, have fun, and 
rise to high expectations. It is magical. 
 In addition to the widespread 
transformation of a slightly wary group 
of shy children on the first day of camp 
into a confident and capable orchestra, 
our campers provide inspiring evidence 
of the power of effective instruction 
and a supportive environment to bring 
forward the capacity for growth that 
exists within every child.
 While part of the day is spent in 
chamber groups and an interactive 
music theory class, the orchestra is 
the camp centerpiece. Twice a day, the 
campers meet together to rehearse as 
an orchestra under the direction of 
Dan Heim, Heights High music direc-
tor. Each instrument group spends an 

Music education creates determined learners

additional 45 minutes together working 
on its part of the music, assisted by high 
school mentors and professional educa-
tors and musicians. 
 In just a week, this motley crew of 
rising fourth through eighth graders 
pulls off something magnificent. They 
master three pieces of music to perform 
at the end-of-camp concert. They play 
the notes and rhythm accurately, and 
play together, with musicality. This is 
the learning goal, and it is articulated to 
them daily as they receive the instruc-
tion and thoughtful feedback that helps 
them achieve it.
 This year, like every year, the audi-
ence jumped to its feet with heart-felt 
applause as the orchestra took its final 
bow. The enthusiastic response was well 
earned. The music was terrific. I always 
cry. How often does one get to witness 
such a clear expression of what educa-
tion can achieve?
 An awe-inspiring finale concert oc-
curs year after year because each camp 
day engages these young musicians in 
the goal of making good music. The 
camp sets high expectations and clear, 
achievable goals (and campers can hear 
for themselves how they are doing). It 
provides specific and effective instruc-
tion along with support and meaningful 
feedback that recognizes progress and 
what to strive for. It is a communal 
learning experience where everyone is 
accountable to the group, and it com-
bines serious work with joyfulness. All 
of these aspects of the camp motivate 
the campers to learn and improve.
 One ecstatic parent reported that 
each day after camp, her child took the 

the coMMoN 
gooD

initiative to practice more—unheard 
of! An informal survey of 33 campers 
revealed that this is the norm; all but 
three usually practiced after a day at 
camp. Camp inspires a desire to do well. 
Knowing that effort and success are 
connected may be the camp’s greatest 
contribution to the academic lives of 
participants. 
 Motivation is a critical factor in 
learning. Research reported by Dylan 
Wiliam in Embedded Formative Assessment 
shows that students are “more moti-
vated to reach goals that are specific, 
are within reach, and offer some degree 
of challenge.” This describes the work 
of the Heights Summer Music Camp 
Orchestra.
 Heights Summer Music Camp gives 
these learners an experience in which 

they discover the rewards of invest-
ing themselves in a growth process. 
It provides the right mix of challenge 
and support to motivate participants 
to push themselves. The result delivers 
an affirming message: Excellence and 
equity can exist together.
 Music is a special subject that helps 
shape children as learners. We need to 
guarantee effective music education in 
our schools because it helps students 
become inspired, determined and com-
mitted learners—a fundamental goal for 
public education that supports their 
learning across content areas.

Susie Kaeser is a 30-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board of 
Parents for Public Schools.

coach Jen Ferriera’s eastside kickers’ U11 girls team made the trek to the Fort Niagara Pioneer in-
ternational soccer tournament the weekend of June 30, and returned to ohio with the championship 
trophy. the girls played four games and scored 23 goals. Four different opposing teams, from New 
York and ontario, together scored only one goal against the eastside kickers, on a penalty kick. After 
the championship win (7–0), team members ran across the field singing “hang on sloopy,” and spelling 
out o-h-i-o. these girls did our city and state proud. Pictured with their coach are team members Julia 
o’Donnell, Jayden Weaver, Fiona sweeney, ella Fleischer, eliza tobin, Maddie hansen, grace Mackie, 
gracie stover, Parker gelinas, Peyton gelinas, grace Beedles, claire stephenson, isabella Rosalini and 
kennedy kostos.

Eastside Kicker girls take Niagara Pioneer 
International Soccer Tournament
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You’re passionate about your non-profit work. Now take the next step.
John Carroll University offers a Master of Arts and Certificate  
in Nonprofit Administration.
Enroll now for Fall 2012.  
40% tuition reduction scholarships available to admitted students.

216.397.4902    www.jcu.edu/nonprofit                               

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

3037 Corydon Road, Cleveland Heights 
FOR SALE - $132,000

• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this summer!
We’ve renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.

LL_HO.0612DB_Ad:Layout 1  5/21/12  1:23 PM  Page 1

Discover the freedom                             
of better health...naturally. 

HEIGHTS
Family Health

Call for a free, individualized 
homeopathic consultation.

216.370.3605

heightsfamilyhealth.com

groundWorks Dance theater premieres new work at cain Park
Pam Barr

Music is the muse of most choreogra-
phers, and David Shimotakahara is no 
exception. His latest work for Ground-
Works Dance Theater, to premiere 
at Cain Park Aug. 17 through 19, was 
inspired by the iconic sounds of jazz 
master Dave Brubeck.
 Aptly titled “Brubeck,” the dance is 
set to seven selections from the albums 
“Time Out” and “Time Further Out,” 
recorded in 1959 and 1961, respectively, 
by the Dave Brubeck Quartet, featuring 
Brubeck on piano, Paul Desmond on 
saxophone, Eugene Wright on bass and 
Joe Morello on drums.
 “To me, this period of Brubeck’s 
music reflects a time of great confidence 
and optimism,” said Shimotakahara, 
Groundworks’ founder and artistic di-
rector. “I wanted to pay tribute to his 
music and its timeless appeal to all gen-
erations. I also wanted to challenge the 
skills and agility of our dancers with the 
facility and brilliance of the musicians 
on these classic recordings.”
 He said that in addition to many 
variations and changes in rhythm, the 
tempos are quick. “While the music is 
tightly arranged, there is an ease and 
elegance to the playing.”
 Brubeck, designated a Living Leg-
end by the Library of Congress, con-
tinues to be an active and popular jazz 
artist. With a career that spans more 
than six decades, his experiments in 
odd time signatures, improvised coun-
terpoint, polyrhythm and polytonality 
remain hallmarks of innovation.
 The Cain Park program will also 
feature a new work by Amy Miller, 
GroundWorks artistic associate. Called 
“Current Frame,” it is a duet set to the 
music of Baroque composer and violin-
ist Heinrich Biber. It will be performed 
to live music played by violinist Hanne-
Berit Hahnemann, who has performed 
with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, 
St. Luke’s Chamber Orchestra, Cham-
ber Orchestra of Europe and the Radio 
Orchestra of Vienna.

 Other dances on the program in-
clude two additional Shimotokahara 
creations: “Sweet,” a duet set to the 
music of Bobby McFerrin and “Book 
of Water,” a rich and poetic acknowl-
edgement of the mystery of life’s many 
connections.
 Performances in Cain Park’s Alma 
Theater are at 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17, and 
Saturday, Aug. 18, and at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Aug. 19. Tickets can be purchased at 
www.ticketmaster.com or by calling 800-
745-3000 or 216-371-3000, and are also 
available at the Cain Park ticket office.

Pam Barr is a Cleveland Heights resident 
and a principal of Barr Communications, a 
boutique marketing and communications firm.

groundWorks dancers Felice Bagley and gary lenington. d
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13410 Cedar Road13410 Cedar Road13410 Cedar Road13410 Cedar Road13410 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts. OH 44118Cleveland Hts. OH 44118Cleveland Hts. OH 44118Cleveland Hts. OH 44118Cleveland Hts. OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www216-932-0039 • www216-932-0039 • www216-932-0039 • www216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com.bremec.com.bremec.com.bremec.com.bremec.com

Annuals ~ Perennials ~ Trees ~ Shrubs ~ Shade Plants ~ Pottery ~ Garden Décor

AAAAAUGUST HOURS:UGUST HOURS:UGUST HOURS:UGUST HOURS:UGUST HOURS:
Mon-Sat 9-6Mon-Sat 9-6Mon-Sat 9-6Mon-Sat 9-6Mon-Sat 9-6

Sun 10-5Sun 10-5Sun 10-5Sun 10-5Sun 10-5

Saturday
Morning
Savings

9am-Noon

25% OFF
on everything

except bulk
and services

With this Ad
Receive $20 OFF
your Purchase of $100

or More.
Excluding bulk goods & service charges.

Not good with other discounts.
Valid August 13-31, 2012.

$20 OFF

AnniversarySale
Aug. 3-12
Savings you
don’t want
to miss!

Bremec on the Heights Savings!

Dobama names Nathan Motta as associate artistic director
Jewel Moulthrop

Dobama Theatre’s board of directors 
announced that Nathan Motta will join 
the company’s artistic staff on Aug. 1 
as the second associate artistic direc-
tor. In this new role, Motta will work 
alongside Dianne Boduszek, Dobama’s 
current associate artistic director, and 
Joel Hammer, artistic director. Hammer 
will continue to provide overall artistic 
guidance for the theatre and oversee the 
Mainstage productions. 
 Nathan Motta, who has been with 
Dobama since 2009, is the founder of 
the successful Dobama Emerging Ac-
tors Program (DEAP) and the Dobama 
Young Playwrights Competition. In 
addition, he produced the 34th-annual 
Marilyn Bianchi Kids’ Playwriting Fes-
tival this summer. 

Nathan Motta begins a new role as Dobama's 
associate artistic director.

 Motta is a professional director, 
conductor and composer/lyricist, who 
has worked with the Cleveland Play 
House (CPH), Opera Cleveland, Ohio 
Light Opera, Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra, Mercury Opera Rochester 
(N.Y.), and Civic Light Opera (Pitts-
burgh), among others. He served as as-
sistant director on CPH’s productions 
of Brecht’s “Galilieo” (the inaugural 
CPH production in the Allen Theatre) 
and Tom Stoppard’s “Every Good Boy 
Deserves Favor,” a collaboration with 
the Cleveland Orchestra. 
 Motta’s original musical, “Midsum-
mer” (based on Shakespeare’s “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream”), will premiere 
in October 2012. He holds a B.F.A. from 
Carnegie Mellon University and an M.M. 
from the Eastman School of Music. 
 The lineup for Dobama’s Mainstage 

‘once Again showcase’
Christina Sanders

A few years ago, Cleveland Heights 
High School graduate and business 
owner Mai Moore was having a conver-
sation on Facebook regarding the great 
amount of musical talent that comes 
from Cleveland Heights and Univer-
sity Heights. Coming from a family of 
musicians, and having the experience of 
living all around the world, Moore says 
she knows real talent.
 Moore was inspired by that Face-
book conversation to produce a concert 
showcasing these hometown artists. 
The concert, called the “Once Again 
Cleveland Heights Throwback Art-
ist Showcase,” brought accomplished 
Heights High graduates back home to 
perform, all in one night. Last year’s 
concert was so successful that Moore 
decided to put together an encore.
 The 2012 “Once Again Showcase,”  
scheduled for Aug. 18, will feature more 

than 20 professional musicians—all 
graduates of Heights High or from 
Greater Cleveland. 
 Moore said, “Music makes the world 
go around, it brings people together. 
Without music there wouldn’t be any-
thing.” The event will feature a diverse 
group of artists, and cut across genre 
and racial lines. Deacon Burns, one of 
the artists who will perform, described 
the event as “the Lollapalooza of the 
Heights” because “it brings together a lot 
of talent that needs to be heard from.”
 This year’s concert will be held 
at the Agora Theater at 5000 Euclid 
Ave., Cleveland. Admission is $18 in  
advance, and $25 at the door.  VIP tickets 
are $100, and include VIP seating and 
unlimited beverages for the evening.  
For more information, visit www.once-
againheights.com.

Christina Sanders is a senior at Cleveland 
State University and a FutureHeights intern.

Yiddishe Cup salutes Mickey Katz at Cain Park

2012–13 season includes five Mainstage 
premieres. The first four plays are 
“The Motherf**ker with the Hat” by 
Stephen Adly Guirgis; “A Bright New 
Boise” by Samuel D. Hunter; “Sons of 
the Prophet” by Stephen Karam; and 
“4,000 Miles” by Amy Herzog. The 
season’s fifth play, to be directed by 
Nathan Motta, will be announced at a 
later date.
 To learn more about the Dobama’s 
2012–13 season, plan to attend the Sea-
son Preview and Donor Appreciation 
Party on Saturday, Aug. 11, at 6:30 p.m. 
Admission to the event is $5. For tickets 
to Dobama’s Mainstage productions, 
call the box office at 216-932-3396.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, FutureHeights board member and 
frequent contributor to the Heights Observer.

Bert Stratton

Yiddishe Cup plays a “Tribute to Mickey 
Katz” concert at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 9, at the Alma Theater in Cain 
Park.
 Katz (1909–85) was a klezmer clari-
netist and comedian in Cleveland and 
Los Angeles, and was Joel Grey’s father 
and Jennifer Grey’s grandfather.
 Who can forget his classics, “Duvid 
Crockett,” “How Much is that Herring 
in the Window?” and “16 Tons (of Hard 
Salami)?”
 Katz was huge. He played with Spike 

Jones and on the Goodtime. He played 
at the gambling casinos in suburban 
Cleveland in the 1930s and at the Alpine 
Village—Herman Pirchner’s downtown 
club—during World War II.
 Yiddishe Cup devotes a night to 
his music and other Yinglish (Yiddish/
English) comedic tunes.
 Tickets are $22/$20 in advance and 
$25/$23 the day of the show. Visit www.
cainpark.com or call 216-371-3000.

Bert Stratton is a Cleveland Heights resident 
and leader of Yiddishe Cup. He writes the 
Klezmer Guy blog at www.klezmerguy.com.

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives
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ONE DAY SALE 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29 

 

Get the rest of 2012 for only $99! 
 

Register by phone at (440) 542-0246 or (440) 655-5394 
or in person at: 

  
 
 
 
 

Call the phone numbers above for additional information. 
Offer applies to new customers or those who have not attended in the last 12 months.  

1534 S. Green 
South Euclid 
Methodist Church 
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
 

Mayfield & Monticello 
Cleveland Heights 
Community Center 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

carol leslie, occupational therapist, helps patients through difficult times
Yelena Tischenko 

Carol Leslie, University Heights resi-
dent and occupational therapist, helps 
trauma and transplant patients get 
through difficult times in their lives after 
surgery and recovery.
 Leslie opened her business in 
Beachwood on March 1, in an office that 
she felt had a “calming and soothing 
aura.”
 Leslie teaches skill building for 
recovery, which includes meditation, 
guided imagery for wellness and Reiki 
therapy. Everything is activity based, 
and she sets goals for every appoint-
ment.
 “I really do have a passion for help-
ing people after they leave the hospi-
tal,” Leslie said. “They have follow-up 
appointments with their surgeons and 
sometimes get home help a couple days 
a week to do specific things, such as go-
ing up and down the stairs and getting 
in and out of the tub. But nobody, other 
than a psychiatric nurse, is helping them 
cope.”
 As an occupational therapist, Leslie 
looks at how to schedule her client’s 
day, and how patients can conserve 
their energy and simplify their tasks, 
especially patients with chronic pain. 
Sometimes, reconfiguring their days are 
all they need. 
 Leslie wants to work with people 
who feel isolated in their homes and to 
be part of their discharge plan so they 
can become functional as soon as pos-
sible. She wants to help them “use good 
judgment about pacing their activities 
for success.”
 “I want to work with people who 
perhaps never have been diagnosed but 
who have new onset difficulties, such 
as anxiety or body-image issues after 
surgery, and are avoiding getting back 
into their regular lives,” said Leslie.
 “Some clients may perhaps be dis-
figured,” she noted. “It’s amazing how 
that may set a social barrier for some of 
them, so that they become avoidant of 
social situations.”
 “It’s all about organizing one’s 
world, setting safe parameters and real-
istic expectations,” said Leslie.
 “I also see myself as a coach, but  
not clinical. I want to coach peo-

ple about their lives—on how to be  
successful rather than focusing on  
remediating something that was bro-
ken—and just look at the whole person 
and maximize what still works,” Leslie 
said.
  “I also help them figure out when 
they are successful, so they can also say 
‘Wow, I was very successful today!’” 
Leslie said.
  “The best thing about my business 
is creating a safe space for people to 
explore their lives without judgment,” 
she said. “I will usually keep the blinds 
closed to create a soft environment.
 “I believe in metaphysics, harmony 
and aiming at peace. Clients then walk 
away with some new techniques to try 
to get some hope. That’s what I really 
wanted to create, a spiritual feel where 
they can experience peace.”

 Leslie’s business has largely been 
through word-of-mouth and previous 
clients who have referred family mem-
bers and others to her.
 Referrals also come from physi-
cians, as well as clinical nurse practi-
tioners, who often manage a patient’s 
discharge, and who have keen insights 
into a patient’s needs once they go 
home. 
 When she isn’t meeting with a 
client, Leslie uses technology to reach 
people between their sessions, by tex-
ting, instant messaging and e-mailing 
for ongoing support. 
 Contact Carol Leslie at 216-763-
1806 or wellnesscoachot@gmail.com.

Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in 
magazine journalism at Kent State Univer-
sity and a Heights Observer summer intern.

June greenwald Antiques holds sale 
before closing cleveland heights store
Bob Rosenbaum

June Greenwald Antiques announced a 
store closing sale starting July 30 at 10 
a.m. at its Cleveland Heights location at 
3096 Mayfield Road, at the corner of Lee 
Road. The store is the original location 
of the business, which was founded more 
than 50 years ago by June Greenwald.
 In 2009, two of her children, Robin 
and Ronald, opened another store at 
28480 Chagrin Blvd. in Woodmere 
Village. That location has been so suc-
cessful that they have decided to close 
the original Cleveland Heights show-
room and move to Mercantile Road in 
Beachwood—directly across the street 
from the Ohio Design Center. 
 June Greenwald Antiques is the 
oldest ongoing antique business in 
Northeast Ohio. The sale in Cleveland 

Heights is meant to help move out the 
inventory that has built up over the 
last half-century. The Greenwalds have 
bought pieces from the great estates 
of old, renowned Cleveland families, 
as well as from estates throughout the 
country.
 According to the owners, there 
are simply too many of these collected 
treasures to move, so everything—in-
cluding furniture, fixtures, glass, pottery, 
porcelain and paintings—will be marked 
down by 50 percent, with some items 
marked down as much as 75 percent. 
“This sale is the end of an era,” Robin 
Greenwald said. “I hope people will 
want to come and add some of our 
treasures to their collection.”

Bob Rosenbaum is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and principal of the MarketFarm.

h. gray Underwood founded beauty school to help at-risk students 
Christina Sanders

H. Gray Underwood has an open-door 
policy. The students at his cosmetology 
school have just as much access to his 
office as they do to a flat iron (for hair 
straightening).
 Underwood is the founder and 
executive director of The Cut Beauty 
School, on Cedar Road in Cleveland 
Heights. Students regularly go in and 
out of Underwood’s office to discuss ev-
erything from their academic progress 
to their weekend plans. 
 Underwood grew up cutting hair 
and soon discovered that he enjoyed 
doing women’s hair more than men’s.  
 After getting his cosmetology li-
cense, he opened his own salon. The 
shop did not stay open very long, and he 
began working for Gillette promoting 
the company’s products and teaching 
cosmetologists how to use them.
 While working for Gillette, Under-
wood wrote Hair Cutting Simplified. But 
he soon discovered that the people who 
were making the most money, and the 
biggest difference in the industry, were 
those who owned beauty schools.
 In 1995, Underwood opened The 
Cut Beauty School. Cut isn’t an easy 
requirement trade school. Applicants 

must have a high school diploma or 
GED; apply for financial aid, if needed; 
pass a personal interview; and fulfill a 
laundry list of other requirements.  
 The program is designed as 
a 12-month, 1,500-hour course of 
study, which is more than the average 
900-clock-hour school year at most 
universities.
 Students are graded on both the 
hands-on portion of the program and 
written exams. Evaluations occur at the 
450-hour mark of each student’s school 
year. At any given time, some students 

will have more hours than others. 
 Underwood once was where his 
students are today. Eighty percent of his 
students are considered at-risk youth. 
 Underwood opened The Cut Beau-
ty School because he remembered grow-
ing up feeling that his future prospects 
were dim. Cosmetology took away those 
negative feelings and he hopes it gives 
his students the same hopes and aspira-
tions that it gave him.

Christina Sanders is a senior at Cleveland 
State University and a FutureHeights intern.

h. gray Underwood’s office is always open to students at the cut Beauty school.

carol leslie
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the Fairmount school of Music inspires students
Yelena Tischenko 

From guitar to piano to ukulele, the 
Fairmount School of Music offers in-
struction in more than 21 different in-
struments, and helps children and adults 
of all ages find their musical niche.
 In 10 years, the school has almost 
doubled the number of its teachers to 
more than 26. The school offers group 
classes as well as private lessons.
 Mike McNamara, guitar instructor, 
teaches many of the group classes. He’s 
been teaching at Fairmount for five years.
 “We get students to play rock en-
sembles,” McNamara said. “We started 
to group them by age, levels and musical 
interests. Each group meets for about 
an hour every other week, and then 
plays at a local venue, the Boneyard in 
Mayfield Heights. We pack the house 
every time.”
 Students receive videos of them-
selves performing, and enjoy the lights, 
monitors and close ups of them that the 
video captures. The class, For Those 
About to Rock, is a co-creation of Mc-
Namara and Tommy Haywood, another 
teacher at the school.
 Inna G. Onofrei, composer and 
piano instructor, started teaching at 
Fairmount in 2006.
 “A lot of new generation students 
get bored with classical music, and have 
been asking me to play songs about their 
dogs, for example,” Onofrei said. “I’ve 
been composing since I was 15, so one 
day I got the idea to make an album 
for my students. I have 10 pieces, and 
my students worked on about half of 
the album. They’re really excited. They 
think it’s challenging, but at the same 
time it’s very entertaining.”
 Onofrei’s “Lola’s Adventures,” a 
piano composition, is the first project 
she has written for her students.

 “The first time they looked at it, 
they were really scared,” Onofrei said. 
“They told me, ‘It looks so hard.’ In a 
couple of days, they realized it’s not so 
hard, and to grow as a musician, you 

owner of Royal ink tries to make a positive difference
Christina Sanders 

London Golphin, owner of Royal Ink 
Custom Tattoos at the corner of South 
Taylor and Cedar roads in Cleveland 
Heights, always had artistic talent. As 
a young man, drawing was his way of 
dreaming. He soon learned that he had 
the ability to translate his mental images 
to paper. As the years passed, the pres-
sures of life and family took Golphin 
away from his artwork.
 A few years later, Golphin began to 
search for his inner peace. After some 
thought, he identified two things that 
gave him peace: basketball and drawing. 
Although he knew that professional 
basketball was not in the cards for him, 
he found it rewarding to volunteer as a 
youth basketball coach at the Forest Hill 
Excel Learning Center.
 In addition to coaching, Golphin 
returned to his passion for art, draw-
ing in his free time. This time around, 
however, he recognized that he had 
some serious talent and began looking 
for something positive to do with his 
artistic gift.
 Golphin said he noticed that 
Greater Cleveland lacked a good urban 
tattoo parlor. Most of the places around 
town specialized in traditional tattoos 
that used big, bold black lines, which he 
believed lacked character and originality. 
Golphin set out to open a parlor that 
truly defined Urban Ink for a new genera-

tion of tattoo enthusiasts. He opened 
his shop, Royal Ink, last December. 
 Customers of Royal Ink cannot get 
a plain tattoo in this shop. There aren’t 
any templates or predrawn designs to 
look at and choose from. Golphin’s 
parlor specializes in custom tattoos 
that vary greatly in style, and that truly 
express the term Urban Ink.
 Golphin’s tattoos feature lots of 
colors and characters with bold, eye-
popping features. He leaves it up to 
the client to tell him how they want to 
express themselves in ink.

 Golphin employs five artists, all 
of whom buy into his vision. In order 
to work at Royal Ink, an artist has to 
have a professional attitude, a strong 
desire to become great and to be a part 
of a team. Although talent is a must, it 
is not enough to remain on Golphin’s 
staff. The artist either meets the require-
ments, or leaves.
 Royal Ink’s owner believes that it is 
important to teach children that they 
can do whatever they put their minds 
to, and that it is never too late to find 
one’s passion and use it to become suc-
cessful. In addition to his work with 
youth basketball, Golphin donates his 
old shoes to a foundation that provides 
shoes to disadvantaged youths.

Christina Sanders is a senior at Cleveland 
State University and a FutureHeights intern.

inna onofrei is one of more than 26 teachers at the Fairmount school of Music.

London Golphin owns Royal Ink, the Urban Ink tattoo parlor at the corner of South Taylor and 

Cedar roads.
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have to challenge yourself. There are a 
bunch of different techniques hidden 
in the pieces to help them learn while 
having fun.”
 The importance of being creative 

is one aspect of enjoying and learning 
music that Onofrei tries to convey to 
her students.
 “Music isn’t just entertaining,  it 
helps our brains and memory develop. 
That’s why it’s important to help our 
young generation be interested in mu-
sic,” Onofrei said.
 Sandy Love, a guitar and trumpet 
master, is one of the school’s most ex-
perienced teachers. He started teaching 
middle school in 1972, and then played 
for Motown Records from 1974–77. “I 
live in Michigan, but I drive here,” Love 
said. “I have about 20 students a week 
here and other students in Michigan. A 
lot of the kids I have taught have grown 
up to become recording artists.”
 Ann Marie Falcone, the school’s 
director of education, has been teaching 
for about 18 years. Some of her students 
play in the Cleveland Orchestra Youth 
Orchestra, and she even coached one 
student all the way to first chair. She is 
currently in the process of writing an op-
era based on an original story, and refers 
to herself as a “closet composer” because 
she didn’t get a degree in composing.
 The Fairmount School of Music 
offers many classes and instruction in a 
variety of instrument. Call 216-321-5868 
or visit www.fairmountmusic.com for in-
formation about classes and prices.

Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in 
magazine journalism at Kent State Univer-
sity and a Heights Observer summer intern.

LaSt CHaNCe
 to vote for Best of the Heights! 

Vote for your favorite 

Heights businesses by 

using the ballot on page 28 

or voting online at www.

futureheights.org. 

all ballots must be received 

by aug. 31.

Save the date! The 8th annual FutureHeights online 
auction. Auction runs: Oct. 13 - Nov. 18 at www.biddingfor-
good.com/futureheights. Bid on products and services from 
local merchants, unique pieces from local artists, and one-of-a-kind experiences from 
the comfort of your own home. Auction preview starts Sept. 12. For more information 
call 216-320-1423.
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$2995

Deluxe Oil, 
Lube & Filter

Most Cars Reg. $39.95
EPA charge. Synthetic oil addl.

Valid with Valpak offer only.
Expires 8/31/12

Our Experienced Mechanics 

Help You Get More Years
Out of Your Vehicle

FREE
Loaner
Cars

Prior Notice
Required Discount is off regular price.

Not Valid with any other offer. 
Expires 8/31/12

$20 OFF
Any Services

over $60

Great Deals!

1815 S. Taylor Rd.
Cleveland Hts

www.swedishsolution.com

216-371-5100

$7995
Air Conditioning 

Special

Not Valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/31/12

Plus cost of refrigerant

Serving since 1989
in Cleveland Hts

sweet Memories start conversations
Simone Jasper 

Longtime Cleveland Heights resident 
Neil Slobin joined with several friends 
to develop Sweet Memories, a deck of 52 
cards with questions designed to spark 
conversations.
 Slobin, a philosophy professor, 
thought of the idea for Sweet Memories 
four years ago. While visiting a friend 
who was in declining health, Slobin 
became frustrated when he ran out of 
topics to discuss. That day, he consid-
ered the idea of putting conversation-
starting questions on cards.
 Slobin turned to friends to help 
him. Russell Stephanchick designed the 
cards while others offered support and 
suggestions for them. “We’re all from 
Cleveland,” Slobin said. “We’ve been 
lifelong friends.”
 The group worked together to 
develop the graphics, compile ques-
tions for the cards, raise money to have 
sample cards made, and then find a 
manufacturer to produce and package 
them. As a reflection of the group effort 
in creating Sweet Memories, Slobin and 
his friends decided to name their distri-
bution company All Together Now USA 
Ltd.

simply charming boutique returns to lee Road
Yelena Tischenko

Inside a quirky space at 2254 Lee Road, 
Elisabeth Gevelber’s Simply Charming 
boutique offers unique stationery,  Aus-
tralian jewelry, Hello Kitty accessories, 
and other unusual items.
 Simply Charming’s motto—Stylish, 
Delightful, Unique—aptly describes 
both the store and its owner.
 “I’m kind of like a square peg in a 
round hole, I don’t fit into corporate 
America,” Gevelber said. “It’s just easier 
for me to have my own business and I’m 
more comfortable doing my own thing.”
 Gevelber believes a good location is 
key to starting a business from scratch.
 “I was on Lee Road from 2007 to 
2009, and there was nothing available 
when I was looking to reopen a year 
ago,” Gevelber said. “I’m glad to be 
back. Lee Road is a great place to be an 
entrepreneur.”
 Besides location, Gevelber said that 
meeting vendors who have the products 
she wants to sell is essential, and trial 
and error is part of that experience.
 “I’m going to offer an Australian 
line called Bico Pacific,” Gevelber said. 
“It started out as men’s jewelry, but 
both men and women can wear it. It’s 
fierce, really bold and strong. I’m really 
impressed with the line and it’s probably 
one of the most unique lines I’m carry-
ing.”
 Gevelber’s prices range from the 
single digits to $295 for one-of-a-kind 
Italian jewelry.
 Said Gevelber, “It’s a line of hand-
made jewelry called Extasia that is partly 
made in Italy and then finished in Los 
Angeles. I’m crazy about their stuff.”
 Gebelber also carries a line of purses 
made here in Cleveland by a company 
called Blue Orchid. “It’s very cool and 
well-priced,” Gevelber said. “I really do 
carry an eclectic mix of stuff. I’m also 
a greeting card fanatic and I’m really 
excited because I’ll be carrying a line 
called ‘I Can Has Cheezburger.’ It’s 
hysterical!”
 Because of the economy, Gevelber 
said, “People are more reserved and 
more thoughtful in their choices. I think 
people still want to give nice things as 
gifts and give more than just a gift card, 
so they like that they can find a great 
card here that’s either snarky or sweet 
and can always find something.”
 Gevelber says she has never worried 
about having to shut down. “I think to 
open a business you have to be smart 
about what you’re doing,” she said. “If 
you’re opening a business worrying 

 After the cards were created, Slobin 
and his friends worked to advertise their 
product. “The challenge is really getting 
out the word about [the cards],” he said.

about shutting down, you shouldn’t 
open one.”
 Gevelber grew up in Cleveland 
Heights and lived in San Francisco in 
the 1980s. Eventually, she made her way 
back to Cleveland and loves the vibe in 
Cleveland Heights.
 “I think Cleveland Heights and 
Lakewood offer as close to a city vibe 
as you can get in Cleveland, because 
people live and work here,” she said. 

“They really support everything in their 
local environment, so that’s great.”
 Gevelber is a member of Heights 
Independence Business Alliance, and 
participated in the group’s Indie Hop 
last month.
 Gevelber said that parking meters 
are one of the biggest nuisances on Lee 
Road and are detrimental to running her 
business.
 “It’s not very business friendly,” she 

 “We’re in the process of contacting 
nursing homes, hospices and outpatient 
services,” Slobin said. He also sends e-
mails about Sweet Memories to friends 
and family, asking them to forward the 
information to others.
 Slobin hopes that Sweet Memories, 
which is locally based, will soon become 
a national product.
 Slobin also hopes that the cards 
will encourage conversations, especially 
among people whose independence and 
mobility may have been compromised. 
“My main goal is to get people to have 
meaningful conversations with people 
they’re visiting,” he said.
 For more information about the 
Sweet Memories cards, go to www.
sweetmemoriesusa.com.

Simone Jasper, a 2012 graduate of Beaumont 
School, is an intern at the Heights Observer.

Japanese and Malaysian 
Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

said. “Especially since now most of [the 
meters] are [limited to] one hour, it’s a 
huge problem. I wish the city would 
figure it out because it’s not good for 
business.”
 Gevelber loves running her own 
business, and said, “It’s kind of like I’m 
a bartender without the alcohol inven-
tory. Talking with different people is one 
of the best parts about my business. It 
never gets old to meet people who are 
really interesting, I love hearing their 
stories and how can you get sick of that? 
It’s fun.”
 Gevelber uses social media and ad-
vertises in local print publications. She 
said that word-of-mouth is a huge part 
of her business, too.
 “I have a good feeling about this, I 
really do. I really like it here,” Gevelber 
said. “I’m very hopeful.”

Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in 
magazine journalism at Kent State Univer-
sity and a Heights Observer summer intern.

Simply Charming
216-321-1296
2254 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
http://simplycharmingtheboutique.com

stationery and accessories line the shelves at simply charming.

Neil slobin holds a deck of sweet Memories cards.
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The University of Akron Lakewood offers a variety of courses and 
programs at times that are convenient for busy students of all ages:

•	 Saturday	MBA	
•	 Bachelor’s	of	Organizational	Supervision
•	 Bachelor’s	of	Social	Work	
•	 RN-BSN	completion	degree	
•	 General	education	courses	

New courses and programs added weekly, so visit	
lakewood.uakron.edu	for a complete listing.	

Register Now!	
Call 216.221.1141	to	schedule	
an	appointment	with	an	adviser.

14725	Detroit	Ave.
Lakewood,	Ohio	44107

There’s something for everyone at UA Lakewood! 

UA	Lakewood	is	located	on	the	first	floor	of	the	historic	
Bailey	Building	in	the	heart	of	Downtown	Lakewood.

Nighttown
216-795-0550
12387 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights
Mon.–Thurs. 11:30 a.m. to midnight
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 a.m. to 1 a.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to midnight
www.nighttowncleveland.com

Nighttown continues longtime tradition of fine food and hot jazz 
Richard Stewart

On one hand, it’s a Cleveland Heights 
musical mainstay that has hosted the 
likes of Wynton Marsalis, Stevie Won-
der and the Count Basie Orchestra. 
One the other, it’s a culinary symbol 
of consistency that, for decades, has 
served up some of the most popular 
meals and drinks on the entire east side 
of Cleveland.
 Since February 1965, Nighttown 
has been catering to residents from 
Westlake to Hunting Valley, with an in-
tensely loyal following from throughout 
the Heights and the University Circle 
neighborhoods.
 In April 1992, Brendan Ring, a 
hard-working Irish immigrant who had 
moved here from New York, became a 
bartender at Nighttown. He held that 
position until 1994, when he became 
general manager. It didn’t take long for 
then owner, John Barr, to notice that 
Ring’s work ethic and stick-to-itiveness 
made him the obvious heir apparent. 
 “He and I hit it off from day one,” 
said Ring. “He wanted someone to 
freshen it up. He kind of made it clear 
that I would be the owner one day.”
 That day would come sooner than 
Ring expected. He was given a 20 per-
cent ownership stake in 1996.
 “That was sweat equity. [Barr] was 
always giving me challenges and goals to 
reach, and I met all of those goals,” said 
Ring. “It took me five years to come up 
with the other 80 percent.”
 Inside Nighttown, an amalgamation 
of diverse artwork adorns most of the 

wall space, and numerous plaques in the 
hallway commemorate members of the 
Cleveland Press Club’s Hall of Fame. 
It’s the type of place that attracts huge 
crowds, ranging from diehard music 
fans with a penchant for hard drinks 
to Cleveland Clinic types with more 
sophisticated tastes.

 “When you’ve been around for 47 
years, people have expectations,” said 
Ring. “That can be a good thing or a 
bad thing.”
 Ring cites his willingness to adapt to 
change as one of the keys to Nighttown’s 
success.
 “We’ve been constantly adapting, 
whether it’s the furniture or the menu 
or opening up opportunities for new 
business,” he said. “We did 16 weddings 
this year, whereas five years ago, we did 
only one. We recently hired a new chef, 
Nate Sampson. His food is fresh and 
wonderful and clean. We’ve also been 
taking stuff off the menu, and we’ve 
been taking flak for it, but a year from 
now you won’t recognize the menu. 
We’re phasing out the old stuff and 
sprucing things up a bit.”
 Three years ago, Rachel Ray vid-
eotaped a show from Nighttown that 
featured the house specialty, Dublin 
Lawyer, a lobster dish. Show producers 
instructed Ring not to let the word out 
about Ray’s impending appearance in 
order to avoid oversized crowds, which 
is exactly what greeted them at the door.
 “When they arrived, they said to 
me, ‘you weren’t supposed to tell any-
body.’” Ring explained. “I said I didn’t, 
this is a typical Thursday night.”
 With more than 400 seats, Night-
town has one of the largest seating ca-
pacities of any restaurant on Cleveland’s 
East Side. With about 40 employees, 
Nighttown is one of Cleveland Heights’s 
largest employers.  
 “We have three employees who 
have been here for more than 20 years, 

and two others who have been here for 
more than 35 years,” said Ring. “When 
people come in here they see the same 
faces. It’s like a family. We also like to 
keep our prices affordable.”
 Nighttown’s tradition as a magnet 
for jazz musicians began long before 
Ring’s tenure. The restaurant always had 
a piano. “[Barr] brought in significant 
old-time jazz, and all I do is to build on 
that,” said Ring.
 Ring employs a full-time booking 
agent and is known to attract some of 
the top jazz talent in the country, year in 
and year out. The jazz magazine Down-
beat, known as the foremost publication 
in the industry, lists Nighttown as one of 
the top jazz clubs in the world, an honor 
Ring takes considerable pride in.
 Ring intends to use his passion for 
food and music, and his sense of when 
to innovate, to keep the establishment 
fresh for the next 47 years.
  “I think there is a lot more that 
goes into a restaurant other than the 
food,” he said. “I don’t want to wake up 
20 years from now and say, what hap-
pened?”

Richard Stewart is the owner of Digizoom 
Media and a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.

Brendan Ring, owner of Nighttown.
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12916 Larchmere Blvd
Cleveland OH 44120 216-229-7846

• Collision/Mechanical Repairs

• Oil changes

$10 off any service over $25
with this ad and 3 cans of soup, 
stew, or pasta
(for Our Lady of Peace Food Pantry)

Offer expires 8/31/12

(216) 321-1296  
www.SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 11-6  
Friday 11-8 
Saturday 11-7 drop by

  We moved... 
2254 Lee Road
Now opened!

2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard,  Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

www.saintalbanchurch.org

Worship
Wednesday Monastics

7am - Morning Chant with Eucharist

6pm - Agape Community Meal 

    (students welcome!)

7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

Sunday Gatherings

8am - Morning Taize Prayer

9am - Conversations on Faith

10am - Community Eucharist

Special Events
Neighbors Day Festival

September 8-10

Bodwin Theater production of 

A Man for All Seasons

Fri & Sat: 7 p.m. / Sun: 4 p.m.

 

Campus & Community Yard Sale

Sat: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

See our website for more activities

St. Alban-Agape
An Episcopal & Campus Community

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm-1 am

taste owners celebrate three years in business
Yelena Tischenko 

At 2317 Lee Road, one can see Cleveland 
Heights residents and out-of-towners 
enjoying delicious food and refreshing 
wine at the restaurant called Taste.
 After taking a year to decide on a 
menu and the type of place they wanted, 
Raj Singh and Larry Weider opened the 
restaurant in 2008.
 Singh, who owns Café Tandoor on 
Taylor Road and restaurants in Westlake 
and Aurora, is the managing partner of 
Taste. Weider, whose day job is in sales, 
takes care of the restaurant’s substantial 
wine list. The two are longtime friends. 
 “When we were opening, [Singh] 
wanted a fine dining restaurant and 
understands that having a good wine 
program is essential to having a success-
ful restaurant,” Weider said. “We’re in 
this for the food, and the wine is here 
to support the food program.”
 This past January, Taste celebrated 
its third birthday. “If you can make it 
to four, it is rather exciting,” Weider 
said. “After the excitement wears off the 
first year, you have to look for ways to 
continue to excite—like new dishes, in-
novative ideas, new items for the menu 
and mixed drinks.”
 Taste offers a variety of dishes, such 
as rosemary pommes frites with romano 
cheese, filet mignon, and Cajun organic 
salmon over garlic spinach with a char-
donnay cream sauce. 
 “We have an item that’s been on our 
menu nonstop since we opened. The sea 
scallops with creamy leeks, red pepper 
and mango coulis would have to be our 
signature dish,” Weider said.
 Along with its food menu, Taste of-
fers over 125 different selections of wine. 
“That’s a lot for any restaurant,” Weider 
said. “Wine is king. With liquor, water, 
coffee and beer added up, we sell more 
wine.”
 Keeping a restaurant open is dif-
ficult. “If you can’t reach profitability, 
you don’t have the ability to pay your 
employees or vendors,” Weider said.  
 “The way I look at it,” Weider add-

ed, “The fun comes later and the work 
needs to be done now. Making money 
in a tough economic environment is the 
challenge.
 “To Raj’s credit, he runs a pretty 
tight ship. The fact that we’re still open 
after three years is pretty amazing. 
Statistics suggest that 70 percent of 
restaurants fail in the first three years, 
and that’s an incredible failure rate.” 
 After profitability, keeping clientele 
coming back is a must. Singh believes 

food quality, ambiance and service are 
the most important things a restaurant 
should have.
 As for Taste’s future, the duo would 
like to have a patio behind the restau-
rant. The atmosphere would be more 
private and cooler in the back because 
the sun is always in the front of the 
restaurant.  
 “If you take care of your customers, 

they will take care of you,” Weider said. 
“That’s the most gratifying part in any 
business. It’s sort of a glamour business. 
People like going out to dinner because 
it’s a fun experience and when the food 
and service are good, people love it.”

Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in 
magazine journalism at Kent State Univer-
sity and a Heights Observer intern.

taste owners larry Weider and Raj singh.

taste
216-932-9100
2317 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
Mon.–Thurs. 5–10 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 5–11 p.m., Sun. 4–9 p.m.
http://tastefoodwine.com/
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clAssiFieD ADs

(440) 209-1104		
Ravshalum@gmail.com	

5545	Wilson	Mills	Road	#104	Highland	Heights,	OH	44143 

PC EXPERT 
Computer	Sales	&	Repair	

Virus	Removal•	Data	Recovery	
System	Restore	•	More	

AMERICAN TAXI
$35 Flat Fee 
to Airport*

Students, Groups 
Wheel Chair - 

Transportation 
 

*Per Person with 2 Hours  
Advance Reservation 

216.926.1557

Medical 
Vouchers 
Visa/MC 
Accepted 

Unity Center of the Heights 
Bookstore 

2653 S. Taylor Rd. (off Fairmount) 
www.unitycenteronline.org/ 

216-321-7566 
Sat-Sun 10-2 & Tues Thurs 4-7 
Spiritual & Metaphysical books, 

audio CDs, DVDs, music CDs, 
cards, art, jewelry, & more 

Large Inventory! Low Prices! 

 

 

SEW WHAT? 
Children’s Sewing Classes Age 

9 and Up 
Small groups 
Individual attention 
On-going summer classes 
Pattern reading, basic machine skills, 

clothing construction, and more... 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

 

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

We are so nice to come home to.

       INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING

CORPORATE HOUSING ● BED & BREAKFAST

2450 Derbyshire Road ● Cleveland Heights
216.321.5400 • www.thealcazar.com

Emerald Ash Borer  
is Here! 

Save your trees  
by treating them early 

 
 

Call for pricing/info 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE 
Certified Arborist 

(216)-932-3244 
E-mail: alstrees@roadrunner.com

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

community events
thursday, aug. 2
Coventry Summer Series: Music and 
Movies
7:30–11 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park at Coven-
try Road and Euclid Heights Boulevard

thursday, aug. 2
University Heights Summer Concert 
Series
Frank Moravcik Polka Band
7–8:30 p.m., Wiley Middle School lawn
2181 Miramar Blvd.

Sunday, aug. 5
Coventry Summer Series: Yoga
5:30–7 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park
 
Sunday, aug. 5
Coventry Summer Series: Drum Circle
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park
 
Monday, aug. 6
Coventry Summer Series: Playground Fun
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

thursday, aug. 9
Cedar Lee Rock the Block
6–8 p.m., New Heights Grill,
2206 Lee Road 

thursday, aug. 9
University Heights Summer Concert 
Series
The Stratophonics (with ice cream social)
7–8:30 p.m., Wiley Middle School lawn

thursday, aug. 9
Coventry Summer Series: Music and 
Movies
7:30–11 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park 

Sunday, aug. 12
Discover Cedar Fairmount Summer Festi-
val & arts and Crafts Show
Noon to 4 p.m., at Cedar Road and Fairmount 
Boulevard

Sunday, aug. 12
Coventry Summer Series: Yoga
5:30–7 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Sunday, aug. 12
Coventry Summer Series: Drum Circle
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Monday, aug. 13
Coventry Summer Series: Playground Fun
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Monday, aug. 13
atma Yoga anniversary event: Stories of 
transformation (lecture and yoga)
7–8:30 p.m., Lee Road Library, 2345 Lee Road 

tuesday, aug. 14
tunes Outdoors on tuesdays Series: the 
Singing angels
7–8:30 p.m., Lake View Cemetery, 
12316 Euclid Ave.

thursday, aug. 16
University Heights Summer Concert 
Series
Mark Grey and Northcoast Jazz Collective
7–8:30 p.m., Wiley Middle School lawn

thursday, aug. 16
Coventry Summer Series: Music and 
Movies
7:30–11 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Saturday, aug. 18
atma Yoga anniversary event: Off-the-
Mats Dog Walk to Shaker Lakes
8–10:30 a.m., Atma Center, 2319 Lee Road 
($15 includes T-shirt, dog kerchief and brief yoga 
session) 

Sunday, aug. 19
Lake View Cemetery 5k: a Run through 
History
7:30–9 a.m., Lake View Cemetery

Sunday, aug. 19
Coventry Summer Series: Yoga
5:30–7 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Sunday, aug. 19
Coventry Summer Series: Drum Circle
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Monday, aug. 20
Coventry Summer Series: Playground Fun
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park 

Wednesday, aug. 22
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes hosts 
Heights Writes Pop-Up Poetry event
Noon to 2 p.m., Nature Center at Shaker Lakes,
2600 South Park Blvd. 

thursday, aug. 23
University Heights Summer Concert 
Series
Clear Fork Bluegrass Quartet (with ice cream 
social)
7–8:30 p.m., Wiley Middle School lawn

thursday, aug. 23
Coventry Summer Series: Music and 
Movies
7:30–11 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Friday, aug. 24 to Sunday, aug. 26
Free parking in Cleveland Heights
(wherever there is a meter)

Saturday, aug. 25
app-enhanced Historic Walking tour of 
Coventry Village
9–11 a.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Arch

Sunday, aug. 26
Coventry Summer Series: Yoga
5:30–7 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Sunday, aug. 26
Coventry Summer Series: Drum Circle
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park 

Monday, aug. 27
Coventry Summer Series: Playground Fun
7–9 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

tuesday, aug. 28
tunes Outdoors on tuesdays Series: Blue 
Lunch
7–8:30 p.m., Lake View Cemetery

thursday, aug. 30
Coventry Summer Series: Music and 
Movies
7:30–11 p.m., Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park

Sunday, Sept. 23
HCC’s Heights Heritage Home and Gar-
den tour
(various Cleveland Heights locations)

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 
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coMMUNitY NeWscoMMUNitY NeWs

INSTANT QUOTE 
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

 

AUTO /SR22/CAR/MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT/HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL 
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL 

$35/mo LIABILITY 
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE 

www.ohioinsurancequote.net 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road 

(216) 691-9227 

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

Kitchen Remodels • Electrical 
House Painting • Plumbing  

Gutters • Housing Violations 

Call John at (216) 299-0000

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE 

Heights Based 

“You name it, we can do it.” 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,  
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,  

General Motors and Honda 

PROMARKPROMARKPROMARK   
   

         ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &   
SEAL COATINGSEAL COATINGSEAL COATING   

216216--249249--45074507  
  

FREE ESTIMATES!   

SEE US ON ANGIES LIST: 
WWW.PROMARKPAVING.NET   

TOP-SELLING HEIGHTS REALTORS 

MIKE & EILEEN 
McKEON             

 

216/233-6726                 

eileenmckeon@howardhanna.com     
TheMcKeonGroup.com                        

SHOP LOCAL—HIRE A HEIGHTS AGENT  

Buyers          Sellers         Investors 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

 

 

 
 AMISHBEST CONSTRUCTION 
      

 
 
 
 
 

      
       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 

216-323-0916 
 

 

 1. GARAGE 
     Fr $9895 

 

 

   

4. RM ADDITION   
  BR -FR- BATH 
 Add  BR-BATH  in 

Basement -Attic 
 

3.      WATER 
    PROOFING 
   
   

5.   Complete      
     REHAB OF    
 FORECLOSED HOMES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2 KITCHEN-BATH 
     Renovation 
       fr $3575 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 9/30/12 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.facebook.com/heightshardware

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

EDWARDS PAINTING 
& HOME SERVICES 

Interior/Exterior 
Power washing  
and restoration 

Housing violations 

216-780-2455  
 

roberte1964@att.net 
 

Member of the community for more than 40 years!

John R. O’Connor, LISW
Clinical Social Worker 

Individual, Couple 
and Group  

Psychotherapy 

(216) 229-2100 #4
12417 Cedar Road, Suites 21-24 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 

(Above Starbucks) 

D. L. Dunkle & Associates

Fun & Friendly to Work With 
14077 Cedar Road  

(next to Burger King) 

216.321.1400 
info@heretoservetravel.com 

Leisure Travel • Corporate  
Groups • Honeymoons 

Limo Service 

“An agency driven by customer satisfaction” 

Lords Home  
Improvements LLC 
Kitchens*Bathrooms*Basements*Vinyl 
Siding*Carpeting*Electrical*Plumbing 

Phone: 440-666-0011 

Fax: 330-931-3827 
Lordshomeimprovements@gmail.com 
www.lordshomeimprovements.com 
Mention Ad to Receive:  

$100 off $1,000  

$500 off $5,000 

$1,000 off $10,000 

Licensed, Insured & Bonded  

Renovations • Remodeling  
Room Additions • Attics • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Basements 
Older Home Specialist 

 

An Experienced Home Renovation Company
 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

www.simplesolutionshr.com 
 

216-280-3765  

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 
HOME REPAIR 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

Don’t throw it away!  
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,  
Pants hemmed, clothes mended. 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 
 

 

 
  AMISH  CREWS  FOR  LESS 
      

 
 
 
 
 

       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 
  New GARAGE from - $9850 

  216 -323- 4483 
 

 

 ROOFING 
 SIDING 
 CONCRETE     
 MASONRY   
 CARPENTRY 

 

  NEW GARAGE 
WATERPROFING 
KITCHEN-BATH 
 RM Addition 
      BR -- Bath 
 Attic-Basement 

 

 

 

   

M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m. & Sat. 8:45 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m.  
(Childcare Available) 

South Euclid Methodist Church 

Get the rest of 
2012 for $99!  
See page 21 for details. 

 Mary Beth 
 

(440) 542-0246

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

CRAFTMASTER 
 

Slate & Tile  
Roof Restoration 

Slate & Tile Replacement 
Flashings & Copper Work 
Flat Roofs 
Gutter Cleaning & Repair 

(440) 223-6955 
 

CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM 
Fully insured. Free Estimate & References. 

 

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 



Heights Observer August 1, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org28

$149
Per Month

Noah Daniel (216) 548-9995
NoahDaniel@MotorcarsHonda.com

2012 Accord LX Sedan
For well qualified lessees. 36 month lease $2,706 due at signing, plus tax, 
tag and $250 doc fee. Security deposit waived with approved credit. All 
leases through AHFG with no security deposit required with approved 

credit. Automatic transmission.

AWARDS
2012
Best of the heights Cast your  

ballot today for  
Best of the Heights!

Best new business 

Best University Heights business 

Best Cleveland Heights business 

Best pizza 

Best curb appeal 

Best ethnic eats 

Best coffee 

Best place to express your spirituality 

Best bar, pub, or tavern 

Best place to take your kids 

Best place to take a date

Best place to get in shape 

Best place for fashion 

Best barber shop

 

Best salon or spa 

Best place for an oil change 

Best place for a sandwich 

Best contractor (e.g. electrician, plumber, etc.) 

Best place to study 

Best Heights spirit 

Best place for music 

Bonus question!
Business you would like to see in the Heights

Complete this ballot or go online to:
www.futureheights.org

Deadline for ballot submission:  
August 31, 2O12.

Please Note!

Voting is for Cleveland Heights and  
University Heights localities only. 

One ballot per person.

In order for your ballot to be counted, you 
need to vote for at least half (11) of the ballot 
catagories, and include your name and 
contact information. Ballots not meeting these 
requirements will be considered invalid.

Mail your ballot to:  
FutureHeights  
2163 Lee Road #103  
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Questions? Call 216-320-1423

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

VOte
by

aug. 31


