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The Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District (CFSID) unveiled
a new sign in the traffic island where
Cedar Road and Fairmount Boulevard
meet. The sign, which had been a
long time in the making, was unveiled
just before the opening of the annual
Discover Cedar Fairmount Festival
on Aug. 12.
“The sign is the fourth phase of
a project that began in 1999 when we
completed a streetscape plan for the
district,” said Kaye Lowe, executive
director of CFSID. “In 2007, we hired
Raymond Bugelski to create a logo for
the district. We worked with Peggy
Spaeth and Heights Arts to initiate a
public arts project to mark the district
as a unique destination.”
Bugelski designed a logo, incorporating the district’s English-style architecture, which is used on all the signage.
The first phase consisted of signs to
mark the entrance points to the commercial district. Next came street signs
and overhead signs. The final phase is
a large metal sign that sits on a stone
base in the center of a landscaped traffic island. The sign is illuminated from
within.
“Heights Arts is elated to finally

Richard Stewart

INSIDE

fundraising continues, to illluminate new sign at
Cedar Fairmount.

have this place-making sign installed,”
said Peggy Spaeth, executive director
of Heights Arts. “It culminates our collaboration with CFSID to emphasize
that Cedar Fairmount is not someplace
to drive through on the way home, but
that it is home to a unique neighborhood built up around a historic commercial district.” Heights Arts also
worked with CFSID to install murals
painted by local artist Jesse Rhinehart
in 2004 and 2008 on the Heights Center Building.
“Members of a traffic island sign
committee worked for years to raise

CH City Council authorizes three-party lease
proposal for Millikin School
Shergalis, director of administrative
services for the district, said, “Once
we get formal written confirmation of
the council’s legislative action, we’ll sit
down and start drafting the actual lease
language. That’s going to take a little
time.”
Shergalis said he expected that attorneys for the board and Mosdos, with
the involvement of John Gibbon, the
city’s law director, would work out the
lease language. The lease would then
need to be formally approved.
“This [three-party] arrangement
allows us to avoid the requirement for
a district ‘right of termination’ clause,
which is required according to Ohio
case law, but was unacceptable to Mos-

Kim Sergio Inglis

In a unanimous vote at its Aug. 20
meeting, Cleveland Heights City
Council voted to authorize the city
manager to execute a non-binding
proposal for the lease of the Severance Millikin School from the Cleveland Heights-University Heights City
School District, and the sublease of the
property to Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, an
Orthodox Jewish school.
The three-party lease agreement
was signed by Mosdos on July 31, and
members of the CH-UH Board of Education voted 5–0 to authorize the lease
proposal at their meeting on Aug. 7.
Now that all three parties have
authorized the lease proposal, Steve

funds and create a capstone design that
would really showcase the district,” said
Lowe. Committee members included
property owner Sal Russo, Sr.; Bruce
Farkas of Signature Sign, the company
that produced the sign; Lee Cavendar, a CFSID trustee; Rich Bozic of
Blanchford Architects; Peggy Spaeth of
Heights Arts; Kaye Lowe; and Richard
Wong, planning director for the City of
Cleveland Heights.
CFSID, which has financed a
large part of the construction costs, is
continuing to raise money for the final
phase of the project, which is estimated
to be $20,000. “We don’t know what
the final cost will be as we don’t have
the electrical finalized yet,” said Lowe.
“Citizens, businesses, property owners
and neighbors have helped with the
previous phases and we hope they will
continue to be supportive.”
CFSID is holding a benefit to
raise money for the sign and future
streetscape projects. On Friday, Oct. 12,
two-time Grammy award-winner Rita
Coolidge will perform a special benefit
concert at Nighttown. The event begins
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $150 each, $60 of
which is tax deductible, and include
cocktails, gold circle seating and a silent
auction. To purchase tickets, call Nightcontinued on page 10

Heights Community
Congress hosts 35th
annual home and
garden tour

continued on page 7

Cleveland Heights City Council announced today that it would reopen the
search for the council seat vacated by
the retirement of Phyllis Evans. Council
reviewed an opinion from Ohio Public
Employees Retirement System (OPERS)
that indicated Evans’ health benefits
would be jeopardized if she were reappointed and decided not to reappoint
Evans to the vacant seat.
Evans resigned in June for personal
reasons, then was one of 12 applicants
who applied for the vacant seat in July.

She had sought an opinion from OPERS to determine if she could keep the
health benefits she received as a retired
public servant if she were reappointed.
Of the decision to reopen the
search, Kelley explained, “Many people
told council members that they would
have applied for the seat, but they
thought the seat would go to Phyllis
Evans. So, we decided to give them an
opportunity.”
Kelley said that anyone who has
already applied for the council seat—
the 11 others who applied by the July 25
deadline, plus four who submitted ap-
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

plications after the original deadline—
would be considered.
“With Labor Day, and the start of
school, we set a deadline of Sept. 10,
to give people enough time to apply,”
said Kelley. “My guess is that we will
interview maybe 3–5 candidates, in late
September.”
The 11 other applicants were David
Bergstein, David Biel, Jessica Cohen,
Jeff Coryell, David Cronin, Pleurat
Dreshaj, Mike Gaynier, Robert Koonce,
Keba Sylla, Robert Taylor, and Gina
Weisblat. Gaynier, Coreyll and Sylla
ran for Cleveland Heights City Council
continued on page 12
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Susan Roberts

Cleveland Heights reopens search for Evans’ replacement

This formerly foreclosed home was renovated top
to bottom and is now one of the gems that will be
featured on the home and garden tour.

Simone Quartell

On Sept. 23, some of the unique homes
and gardens in Cleveland Heights will
be open to the public for Heights
Community Congress’s (HCC) 35th annual Heights Heritage Home & Garden
Tour.

continued on page 3
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Join the Tiger Nation team
able to do so.
• Coordinate afterschool activities and
other programs. Parents, teachers and
community members have created
opportunities for special assemblies,
such as one with Bill Wade and Inlet
Dance Company, a bike rodeo and
club, karate instruction, tumbling,
yoga, chess and more.
• Tutor through the Reaching Heights
Many Villages program, or through
arrangements with individual teachers
and schools.
• C oordinate or chaperone on field
trips.
• Help at Literacy Night.
• Provide shoes and other supplies for
families in need, and toys and materials
for school classrooms.
• Speak to a class, or assist a teacher in
other ways. My husband spoke about
his work as a physicist. another parent
assisted the teacher by stapling books
together for students’ homework
packets. (She couldn’t help during the
school day, so she found this way to
help from home.)
• Seek grants for special projects.
• Serve on school committees.
• Participate in the school district levy
campaign or the school facilities planning meetings.
• Act as room parent or help with class
parties and other special occasions.
• Spruce up the school. I brought in
some decorative pillows and a basket
of books and magazines to improve the
atmosphere of our school lobby.
• Express concerns and suggest ideas for
improving practices in the school.
• My son and I enjoy walking or biking
to school. When we walk, we chat
with other children. Often, I pick up
litter and recyclables on my way home.
When my son’s teacher asked me to
help with a recycling unit they were
doing at school, I jumped at the opportunity to lead some related games
I’d developed for the Nature Center

Joan Spoerl

I’ve never participated in team sports,
but am thrilled to have joined Tiger Nation, the team of students and families
who comprise the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights public schools. I’d
like to extend a warm welcome to new
families joining us on what I hope will
prove a satisfying journey in the CHUH school district.
My son is a second grader at Fairfax
Elementary School. Though my family
is just three years into our journey, we
have already benefited from our educational and social experiences. We’ve
also happily shared our own modest
resources to support and enrich the
educational experience of the students.
On this journey, you, like us, will have
the opportunity to make great friends
and support the success of not only
your own child, but other children and,
thereby, the broader community.
Here are some examples of how to
join our team, and how others have assisted our schools. With your help and
input, the opportunities are endless:
• Join the PTA. There are many ways,
big and small, to help. Fundraising is
an important PTA activity, but many
other PTA efforts provide special enrichment for a school.
• Volunteer at your school’s book fair.
By seeking donations from local businesses, such as Zagara’s, The Stone
Oven and Phoenix Coffee, Fairfax
Elementary was able to raise money
to enable children to purchase books
who would not otherwise have been

at Shaker Lakes. I loved the thank
you notes I received from the children
afterwards.
• A group of Fairfax children shaved
their heads and raised money for
childhood cancer research at a St.
Baldrick’s event, organized by a Fairfax
mom. Afterwards, a few of them were
so inspired by their ability to make a
positive difference that they decided
to lead a recycling effort at Fairfax.
With the support of parents and other
community members, they’ll pursue
this work this year. I’m hopeful that
these efforts will inspire a broader
districtwide effort to reduce litter and
increase recycling in the community.
• The same mom who organized the
St. Baldrick’s event implemented a
Young Author’s Conference last year.
She recruited parents and community
volunteers so that all the children in
the school could experience the thrill
of writing their own books, then having them printed and “published.”
All of these efforts have a monumental impact in supplementing the
staff ’s efforts to continually improve
the school experience and environment.
Recently, Reaching Heights adopted Go Public! Great Schools Are Everybody’s business, a grassroots movement
through which community members
and families are working with the school
district to implement new initiatives.
It’s our hope that this collaboration
will bring ever-greater benefits to the
schools and the community.
We need everyone to join our team.
Together, we can make our CH-UH
schools the very best they can be. Welcome
and thanks for joining Tiger Nation!
Joan Spoerl is founder of Go Public! Great
Schools Are Everybody’s Business, and an
early childhood consultant with more than 13
years of combined experience teaching kindergarten, Head Start, preschool and college.

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
Remembering a father, and Olympian, an inspiration to many
“The throwing having begun, I put on a borrowed pair of shoes, the first I ever wore. I was
feeling great . . . ” —Eugene Oberst, 1924
Olympic bronze medalist.
This year marks 88 years since Eugene

Oberst won a bronze medal in the javelin
throw at the 1924 Olympics in Paris. Mr.
Oberst was the first American to win an
Olympic medal in the javelin throw. An
amazing feat considering only seven Americans have medaled since [in the event].
—Tiffany Laufer

Open House: Sept. 10-22
Try a FREE class, then you can register that day
for any of our EFT passes
and save $30 off of your registration!
(valid first visit only)

*

*
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South Euclid Methodist Church
1534 S. Green Road
M/W/Th – 9:30 a.m.
(childcare available)

				

Cleveland Hts. Community Center
Mayfield & Monticello
M/T/W/Th – 6:30 p.m.
Sat. – 8:45 a.m.

Call (440) 542-0246 for more information
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letters to the editor

Heights Youth Club
says ‘thanks’

Former Detroit resident objects to Cleveland
Heights mayor’s characterization of that city

To the Editor:

To the Editor:

Cleveland Heights celebrated its tradition of serving great food at the 4th
annual Taste of The Heights held on
June 14. More than 200 guests at the
Heights Youth Club (HYC) on Lee
Road savored delicious platefuls of food,
sipped a beverage or glass of wine, and
enjoyed wonderful jazz entertainment
provided by Hubb’s Groove.
Local restauranteurs rallied behind
the club by providing a favorite dish, prepared by their chefs. The HYC board of
directors wants to extend a special thank
you to Jimmy O’Neill for orchestrating
the participating restaurants. Kudos to
Anatolia Café, Barle Soup and Sandwich, Brennan’s Colony, Café Tandoor,
Cedar-Lee Pub, fire food & drink, High
Thai’d, Phoenix Coffee, Lopez Bar and
Grill, The Mad Greek, Mr. Brisket, New
Heights Grill, Nighttown, O’Reilly’s
Pub, Pacific East, Parnell’s Pub, Pizzazz,
Stone Oven Bakery, Sweetie Fry, Tavern
Company,Tommy’s and Zagara’s Marketplace.
Taste of the Heights guests also participated in raffles featuring more than 75
prizes—from local restaurant gift certificates to Lake Erie cruises. A special thanks
to Donna Muthersbaugh and her dynamic
team of volunteers for this labor of love.
This tasteful Cleveland Heights
event raised about $25,000, which will
be used to continue HYC’s extensive
programming for kids.
A very special “Thank You” to all
the wonderful supporters of the Heights
Youth Club.

I read with interest the Heights Observer
online article about Myxx being declared
a public nuisance. I have no opinion on
the issue one way or the other (this is the
first I’ve heard of the problem and it’s not
that close to my house). However, I DO
take issue with a statement made by the
mayor in the last paragraph:
“This is not downtown Detroit, this
is Cleveland Heights, Ohio,” said Mayor
Kelley.
I have been a proud resident of
Cleveland Heights for more than 18
years. Before that, I was a proud resident of downtown Detroit. In 35 years
living in Detroit and its surroundings,
I had to call the police only once for
anything other than a traffic accident. I
or my family have had to call the police
several times to report crimes (though
still rarely) since we moved here.
I resent the mayor’s assumption
that the communities of Detroit are rife
with public criminal activity and that

Kimberly Morgan
Board Administrator, HYC

everyone else would assume this also.
Any large city will have some areas that
are cleaner and safer than others. He
could just as easily have used Chicago,
New Orleans, Cleveland, or any other
large city to make his point. For him to
single out Detroit as an example is an
unfair and inaccurate stereotype.
We all know that Greater Cleveland, like Detroit, has had to battle its
own stereotypes, and is trying to make a
comeback. As a public official, I would
expect Mayor Kelley to choose his words
carefully when speaking about neighboring Cleveland, and would expect no less
of him when speaking about other places.
Mayor Kelley owes the good people of
Detroit an apology for his disparaging
remark, and also the people of Cleveland
Heights for assuming that they would
also engage in such unfair stereotyping
and insinuating (quite incorrectly) that
Detroit is such a horrible place to live.
Catherine Henry
Cleveland Heights

Visit Ten Thousand Villages: a happy experience
Villages. The store’s assistant manager
talked about the experience of shopping
and working there—experiences that
bring satisfaction to customers and to
the artisans who make the figurines,
bowls, textiles, jewelry and other items
in the store.
A gift from Ten Thousand Villages
gives twice—once to the recipient and
once to the artisan, many of whom are
from Third World countries. Because of
your purchase, the artisans who make
these beautiful hand-crafted items are
able to provide for their families, enable
their children to attend school, provide
health care and clothing and so many
other things that we take for granted.
Shopping at Ten Thousand Villages
is like a trip to a small museum. Individuals who love their work help customers
find just the exact item they’re looking
for, either for themselves or for someone else. A good time is had by all!
Come and visit Ten Thousand Villages at 12425 Cedar Road in Cleveland
Heights. Find the perfect gift and learn
how you can become a volunteer or a
board member for this dynamic, growing nonprofit organization. We look
forward to seeing you.

To the Editor:
On Sunday, Aug. 12, the Cedar Fairmount Summer Festival transformed
the streets of our community into an exciting, vibrant area. In a tent on Surrey
Road, Ten Thousand Villages presented
a craft experience for young people to
learn and create batik art paintings. At
Ten Thousand Villages, there are numerous pieces of batik art for sale.
The tent also had information
about volunteering at Ten Thousand

Shirley Mette
Volunteer at Ten Thousand Villages

woodtraderframing.com

garden tour continued from page 1

Shore
Carpet II

CAPTURE YOUR MEMORIES
WHETHER YOU’VE TRAVELED

216-531-9105

OR JUST ENJOYED
A STAYCATION,

According to Kasey Greer, HCC’s
executive director, the tour “generates
great publicity for Cleveland Heights
and brings so many people here to look
at the great hidden secrets of our community.” Greer added that the tour is a
“great way for people to meet each other
and engage with each other.”
In past years, tour participants have
come from as far as Maine and Arizona.
Nearly 1,500 tickets are sold every year.
Tourists from outside the city “can’t
help but get a sense of what a great
community Cleveland Heights is while
taking the tour,” said Greer.
The self-guided tour will be from
noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 23.
Tickets for the tour are $20 in advance
and $25 the day of the event. Tour tickets are available at www.heightscongress.
org and at Stone Oven Bakery, Zagara’s
Marketplace, Appletree Books, Bremec
on the Heights, Cleveland Heights
City Hall, Phoenix Coffee on Coventry
Road, Dewey’s Coffee in Shaker Square,
Fireside Bookshop in Chagrin Falls,
North Park Grill at Fairmount Circle
and Heinen’s in University Heights.
A preview party for the event will
be held on Saturday, Sept. 22, at Judson
Manor in University Circle. After a
toast at Judson, attendees will board
Lolly the Trolley for a preview of homes
featured on the tour. A party will follow at Judson. Tickets for the preview
party start at $125 and may be ordered
at www.heightscongress.org, or by calling
216-321-6775. During the preview event,
partygoers will receive a ticket and tour
book with map for Sunday’s tour.
This year, six homes and four gardens will be featured. Destinations on
the 2012 tour include a formerly foreclosed house, a “Big Fun” house, and a
xeriscape garden.
Every year, a committee of about 30
people finds homes and gardens to feature on the tour. The committee tries to
avoid selecting a particular home more
than once every ten years. The goal of
the selection process is to show the diversity of homes in Cleveland Heights.
Simone Quartell a student at Cleveland State
University and a 2009 gradute of Cleveland
Heights High School.

Buy
local.

Your merchants
are your
neighbors too!

Carpet Specials
2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)
1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation
w/ Premium Pad
In Store Payment Plan

PRESERVE YOUR MEMORIES.

(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*
CREATE A PHOTO COLLAGE

Bring this ad and
recieve 5% discount!

OR SHADOW BOX FILLED
13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671

WITH MEMORABILIA

Discount NOT valid on specials!

TO KEEP THOSE

www.shorecarpet2.com

FUN TIMES ALIVE.
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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Major development for Economics of tax abatement
Cedar Lee district
Kevin Smith

Vince Reddy
The Cedar Lee commercial district, the
largest of the traditional neighborhood
commercial districts that Cleveland
Heights is known for, may soon add
a new anchor to its collection. The
Orlean Company, already active in the
city as a partner in the Bluestone and
Kenilworth Mews residential developments, is planning a four-story, mixeduse building containing 77 market-rate
rental apartments and nearly 15,000
square feet of commercial space on
the long-vacant, city-owned parcel on
the northeast corner of Lee Road and
Meadowbrook Boulevard.
Orlean’s Stuart Friedman, who
states that his company is “doing this
[development] because there is nothing else like it in Cleveland Heights,”
said he expects the apartments will be a
draw for young professionals and empty
nesters who will add to the diverse mix
in Cedar Lee, which he sees as already
being a vibrant commercial district.
City council has signed off on an
11-year, 80-percent tax abatement for
the project, which still must be approved by the school district. Despite
the apparent generosity of the abatement, the development would generate
significant revenues for both the city
and the schools during its first 11 years.
Estimates supplied by the city envision
property-tax revenues of $436,000 for
the schools and $91,000 for the city during the abatement period. In its current

2VBMJUZ1BJOUJOH5IBUT"MM8F%P

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter
for over 35 Years!
Interior • Exterior

Residents often question the need
for tax abatement for real estate
development. The argument against
tax abatement is that it takes money
out of the coffers of already tightly
budgeted municipalities and school
districts. However, the unfortunate
fact is that tax abatement is often
necessary to justify the cost of construction.
The proposed development of
the Lee-Meadowbrook site can be
used as an example to explain the
impact to investors and developers
for tax abatement. The developer,
The Orlean Company, is estimating
it will cost $11,100,000 to develop
a mixed-use building with 14,466
square feet of commercial space and
77 apartments. It is estimating annual
rental income of $1,300,000.
Without tax abatement, the company is forecasting annual expenses,
not including debt, of $633,000
($328,000 of which would be real
estate taxes). If the developer put
30 percent equity into the project
($3,330,000), it would need financing from a lending institution in the
amount of $7,770,000. Assuming
loan terms have a 20-year payback
period at six percent interest, the
developer would pay $668,000 annually in debt. All of this means that
the developer would be operating at
a $1,000 annual loss.

state, the property is not generating any
local government revenue. Additionally,
the complex’s residents would pay a
million dollars or more in income taxes
during the years the abatement would
be in effect.
Cleveland Heights has been conservative in its willingness to grant tax
abatements in recent decades, but its
neighboring municipalities have not. To
keep pace with neighboring suburbs and
the residential resurgence of many Cleveland neighborhoods, the city is arguably
not in a good position to avoid making use
of this popular economic development
tool. Cleveland Heights now has more
competitors than ever for its role as the
pleasantly urban residential alternative for
workers in the flourishing economic hubs
of University Circle and Beachwood.
The city has gradually assembled the
parcels that make up the Meadowbrook
Lee development site over the past
decade or so, and has made significant
investments nearby, most notably in the
five-year-old Cedar Lee parking deck,
which was built with one of its enclosed
parking levels designated for a development like the one proposed. Two previous
proposals for the vacant parcel, both of
which would have included condominiums instead of the currently planned
rental apartments, did not go forward.
The proposed Meadowbrook Lee
development would fill up the last
remaining large parcel in Cedar Lee,
which, besides being the largest, is also
the most centrally located of the city’s
traditional commercial districts. The
district is home to Heights High, the
Lee Road Library, the Cedar Lee and
Dobama theaters, Zagara’s Marketplace,
and many small businesses.

216-529-0360

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Kevin Smith is a FutureHeights board
member; the opinions expressed are his
own.

LET ME
PUT THIS
IN YOUR YARD

Vince Reddy is a 16-year resident of Cleveland
Heights and a FutureHeights board member;
the opinions expressed are his own.

These are two opinions
about the proposed
Meadowbrook-Lee project and tax abatement.

www.neubertpainting.com

If the developer were awarded an
80-percent real estate tax abatement,
instead of paying $328,000 per year
in taxes, it would pay $65,600. Instead of operating at a $1,000 annual
loss, it would now have an annual
pre-tax cash flow of $261,400.
Now, most will look at that and
say, “I’d love to make $261,400 per
year,” but this needs further analysis.
One metric real estate investors
often use to evaluate an investment
is the cash-on-cash return, meaning, “what percent do I earn on my
investment?” An annual cash flow
of $261,400 on an investment of
$3,330,000 is a return of 7.85 percent.
For an investment in real estate,
7.85 percent is actually lower than
the return most investors expect to
earn. Due to the high risk and nonliquidity of real estate investments,
investors typically expect returns
over 10 percent.
Without tax abatement, the developer would be operating at a loss.
With tax abatement, it would be able
to justify the cost of its investment,
albeit at returns lower than most real
estate investors would be willing to
accept. Markets dictate rental rates
and, unfortunately, current market
rents cannot support the cost of new
construction without tax abatement
for the developer.

To express your opinion,
send a letter to the editor at info@futurheights.
org.
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Hannheatingcooling.com
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cleveland heights news

In reversal, BOE announces
Severance Tower polling site
will remain open for 2012

Family installs iconic British phone box to
commemorate London Olympics

In a July 26 e-mail to Jane Platten, director of the Cuyahoga County Board
of Elections (BOE), Cleveland Heights
Mayor Edward Kelley asked the BOE
to move precinct 4G back to Severance
Tower.
The closure of the Severance Tower
polling site was one of several polling
changes presented to Cleveland Heights
City Council on June 25 by Erich Stubbs,
election support official for the BOE.
[Reported in the August issue of the
Heights Observer.]
According to Vie Strader, property
manager for Severance Tower, residents
received a notification with a mailed-on
date of July 18, informing them that
their polling location would move to
City Hall.
Severance Tower, 25 Severance
Circle, is a Cuyahoga Metropolitan
Housing Authority (CMHA) property,
described on CMHA’s website as a “senior high rise.”
Strader said, “Everyone is elderly,
handicapped or disabled—that is the
criteria for living here. Most do not have
transportation, and a large population is
in wheelchairs only. Others use walkers
and canes. It’s difficult for them to go
anywhere else.”
Concerns that residents from Severance Tower would potentially be unable
to travel to City Hall to vote prompted
Kelley’s e-mail. Kelley explained, “A few
residents called and complained. Too
many seniors or disabled couldn’t get
from Severance Tower to City Hall. We
want to protect the rights of people to
vote.”
Strader said that of the building’s
206 residents, 165 are registered voters,
and “they are very happy” that they will
be able to vote in the building.
According to Stubbs, while the
Severance Tower polling site will remain
open for 2012, it will be evaluated again
in 2013.
A major point of confusion was the
question of transportation for Severance Tower residents to City Hall on
election day. Strader said that she had
been told that transportation would not
be provided. Stubbs, however, said, “We
were planning to work with CMHA and
Paratransit.”
The BOE will send a letter to all
precinct 4G voters, informing them of
the change back, according to Platten.
In an e-mail to Mayor Kelley, she asked
for help from the city in communicating
“this second move” to voters.
Referring to another change in polling location for 2012, Stubbs reported
that he is also “getting calls and concerns
about the Caledonia move, too, from
folks coming from Oxford.” He plans
to hold a meeting at Oxford Elementary
School, which has been closed as a polling site, once school is back in session,
to speak with affected voters there.
The polling changes in Cleveland
Heights for 2012 are:
• Close Boulevard Elementary School
polling place; move precincts 3C, 3E,
Heights Observer September 1, 2012
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Severance Tower is a CMHA senior high rise in
Cleveland Heights.

4E to Cleveland Heights Community
Center (aka Rec. Center).
• C lose Oxford Elementary School
polling place; move precincts 5A, 5B,
5E to Caledonia School [Caledonia is
part of the East Cleveland School District, but the building is in Cleveland
Heights].
• Move precinct 2D (878 registered voters) from Fairfax Elementary School
to Canterbury Elementary School.
[According to Stubbs, this move is to
accommodate the addition of precinct
2E (953 registered voters), which is moving from Lee Road Library to Fairfax.
Precinct 2D is physically closer to Canterbury than it is to Fairfax, said Stubbs,
who added that the gym at Canterbury
is also larger than Fairfax’s, and thus
able to accommodate more voters.]
• Move precinct 2E from Lee Road
Library to Fairfax School (to reduce
number of precincts voting at the
library from five to four).

The 2012 Olympic Games may be over
but memories of London will live on for
one Cleveland Heights family—in their
backyard. On the closing day of the
30th Olympiad, family and friends of
Chris and Amy Barr pitched in to erect
a classic red telephone booth (or box as
the Brits call it) in the backyard of the
Barrs’ Coleridge Road home.
Thanks to Olympic caliber teamwork, the iconic structure was reconstructed under a sprawling oak tree to
bring a bit of the British Isles to the
neighborhood. Weighing in at 1,650
pounds, the cast iron phone booth was
originally purchased by Tom and Cheryl
Mackie, Amy’s parents, while the family was living in England. Following
their return to the United States, they
installed it in their yard on Chatfield
Road.
After Tom retired, the Mackies left
Cleveland Heights and the booth was
put into storage. Tom says it’s great to
see the box back in the neighborhood.
“This telephone box was made in Scotland, so it has a Scottish crown, rather
than an English crown on the top,” Tom
noted. “When we bought it, the booth
was covered with graffiti and layers of
paint. After drilling out every bolt, we
had someone strip, prime and repaint it
in the original colors.”
Tom said that this box is a K6, a
model designed in 1935 to commemo-

courtesy pam barr

Pam Barr

The team that installed the British phone box
(L-R): Tom Mackie, Sean fleming, Chris Barr, R.J.
Machesky with son Jake, Phil Barr and William
Losacano.

rate the silver jubilee of King George
V. It was the first red telephone kiosk
to be used extensively outside London,
and has become a British icon.
Installing the box in the Barrs’
backyard took most of a day and a team
of workers to reassemble the structure,
after Tom had previously poured a concrete base to support it.
Now the Barrs will have to determine what role the kiosk will play in
their lives. “I think it may become a
home for birds,” said Amy Barr. “With
flowering vines, it should quickly blend
into our backyard.”
Pam Barr is a 20-year Cleveland Heights resident and a principal of Barr Communications,
a boutique marketing and public relations
consulting firm based in Cleveland Heights.

2012HeightsObserverAd_Layout 1 8/26/12 3:18 PM Page 1

HEIGHTS COMMUNIT Y CONGRESS
CELEBR ATING ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY

Cleveland Heights
R AISES THE
CURTAIN ON

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker Farm Historic District in Cleveland
Heights.

THE 35TH
HEIGHTS HERITAGE
HOME & GARDEN
TOUR

!"#$%&&$'()$*+,$-(./$0123+4156

!"#$%&'()%*+'
''',"&)'-'./$0$

Gems

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2012

Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Healing Reiki Therapy

EMER ALD ANNIVERSARY PREVIEW PART Y
SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 – JUDSON M ANOR

!

Perfect for people of all ages
and levels of experience

CORPOR ATE SPONSORS:

!

LovingHandsYoga.com

For more information or to order tickets online visit:

216.408.5578
Located in Coventry Village

w w w.Height sCong ress.org

78'9$:;<98'8:=9;0$=>=8?=@?;

			

5

www.heightsobserver.org

community news

Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
JULY 16, 2012
All council members were present.
2013 tax budget
A public hearing on the 2013 tax budget preceded the regular council meeting. Projected
revenue is $41,693,205 and projected expenses do not exceed $41,615,995. The budget
must be filed with the Cuyahoga County Budget
Division by July 20. The hearing was about five
minutes long and there were no questions from
either the public or members of council.
Later, during the regular council meeting,
council voted to approve the budget. Council
Member Dennis Wilcox commented on the
increasing difficulty for budgeting in municipalities, although Cleveland Heights is doing things
more efficiently, including collaborating and
cooperating with other cities. He believes the
state does not value cities as it used to, because
it has cut the amount returned to cities from the
county and state local government taxes and
the inheritance tax. Cleveland Heights has lost
more than $2 million.
Nuisance residential properties
Council declared the following residential
properties to be a nuisance and authorized
abatement:
• 945 Brunswick Road, Troy Henderson
(trustee);
•1841 Lee Road, Ruth Miller (trustee);
• 866 Nelaview Road, Federal National Mortgage Association (owner);
• 2218 South Overlook Road, Mark Gridley
(owner), partially built and abandoned;
• 3966 Rosemond Road, Bank of New York
Mellon (owner). Not only was the property

declared a nuisance due to serious disrepair,
but also due to criminal and quasi-criminal
activities of its tenants.

Erie shoreline through Rockefeller Park along Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, to the Shaker Lakes and
other points south and east. If the grant from the
Federal Transportation Enhancements Program is
awarded for construction of the portion of the Lake
to Lakes Trail that runs through Cleveland Heights
and Shaker Heights, the city will be responsible
for partial payment of engineering costs and 20
percent matching funds for the Cleveland Heights
portion of the trail. The amount the city would pay
is not to exceed $30,000.

Noble Road gas station a nuisance
Council declared the operation of the gas station
and convenience store at 2610 Noble Road to be
a nuisance, authorized abatement, and enjoined
the business from continuing to operate. This business has not been maintained and has been expanded in blatant disregard of a court order and
judgment from January 2011. It is a magnet for
criminal and quasi-criminal activities. The city has
been working on this problem for quite a while,
including a previously passed resolution

Nuisance ordinance expanded
Council amended the city code to expand
nuisance abatement remedies to incorporate
activities that may include, but are not limited to,
revocation of a Certificate of Occupancy.

Recreation rates for fall/winter
Council amended the use regulations and rates
for the Cleveland Heights Community Center
and parks for the 2012—13 fall/winter season.
There are essentially no increases, except a few
for nonresidents.

AUGUST 6, 2012
Council Member Mary A. Dunbar was excused.

Myxx bar declared a nuisance
Council declared the business known as Myxx,
located at 12459 Cedar Road in the Cedar
Fairmount business district, to be a public nuisance. The premises were formerly owned by
Cedar-Fairmount Realty Ltd. and recently sold by
federal court order to JDI Loans LLC. Reported
criminal activities include aggravated riot, assault,
assault of a police officer, fights, underage alcohol
consumption, public intoxication, open alcohol
containers, excessively loud music, disorderly
conduct, and public urination. Mayor Edward
Kelley read a letter from the board of trustees of
the Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District
requesting this declaration.

Lake to Lakes Trail Project
Council approved the submission of an application, in conjunction with Shaker Heights, to the
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency
(NOACA) for funding the Lake to Lakes Trail Project. The project plans to link the Harrison Dillard
Bikeway, a three-mile trail extending from the Lake

Vacant council seat
Twelve applications have been received for
appointment to council’s open seat and will be
reviewed in the coming weeks. There is no deadline for filling the seat, and council could decide
not to appoint anyone. An appointee will have to
run for re-election in November 2013 in order to

Coventry Village SID plan
Council acknowledged receipt of a plan for
public services and improvement from the Coventry Village Special Improvement District (SID).
There were no comments or recommendations
for changes.
LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

serve for the remainder of the term, which runs
through Dec. 31, 2015.
2012—13 fall/winter recreation rates
Council approved the use regulations and
rates for admission and other services for the
Cleveland Heights Community Center and parks
for the 2012—13 fall/winter season. Council
Member Bonnie Caplan described the rate
changes as minimal.
Coventry Village SID plan
Council approved a petition to adopt a fiveyear public services and improvements plan
for the Coventry Village Special Improvement
District (SID). Implementation would be financed
through a tax assessment approved by owners
of property located in the SID.
LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.
Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online at
www.heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are abstracted from LWV observers’ written reports. The
summaries have been edited and prepared
by Anne McFarland, Charlene Morse
and Maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer
reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public
meetings and are not official statements
of the Heights Chapter of the League
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This
disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.

Cleveland Heights City Council declares Myxx a public nuisance
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Cleveland Heights City Council passed
an emergency ordinance at its Aug. 6
meeting declaring Myxx, a restaurant
and bar located at 12459 Cedar Road, in
the Cedar Fairmount Business District,
a hazard to the health and safety of the
community and authorizing the city
manager and law director to take any
steps necessary to abate the nuisance.
Mayor Ed Kelley said, “We had
received numerous complaints from
neighbors and businesses and there was
no progress on working out the issues.”
The resolution, read by Council
Member Jason Stein, cited numerous
criminal activities that had taken place
at the business, including aggravated
riot, assault, assault of a police officer,
fights, underage drinking, public intoxication, open containers of alcohol, ex-

cessively loud music, disorderly conduct
and public urination.
The building—which had been
owned by Cedar-Fairmount Realty, was
recently sold by order of the federal
court and is now owned by JDI Loans—
had been the site of several incidents
in June. The restaurant and bar, owned
by Kimberly Lisboa, Stephen Tate,
Cedar-Fairmount Realty and KIM LSB,
is open Wednesday through Saturday
from 4 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. It is closed
Sunday through Tuesday, but will open
for events if scheduled in advance.
The Cedar Fairmount Special
Improvement District sent a letter to
council on Aug. 4 saying that neighbors,
businesses and residents had complained about disturbances caused by
customers of Myxx, and asking council
to declare the business a nuisance.
Martin Horowitz, owner of the

apartment building at 2130 Surrey
Road, adjacent to city parking lot #27,
addressed council during the meeting’s
public comment period. “During the
past month,” he said, “I have personally observed continuing nuisance from
patrons leaving this bar.”
On the night of Aug. 2, Horowitz was at the scene around 2:30 a.m.
when the bar closed. “Kids entering
the lot were screaming at each other,”
he said. “They used foul language with
obscenities. They sat in the car with the
windows rolled down for more than five
minutes making noise way in excess of
any noise ordinance the city may have.”
Horowitz said that the police responded
to his complaints, but that the perpetrators were gone by the time police arrived
on the scene.
“I have tenants who cannot go to
their cars at night because they are

support local independent merchants.

WHY
REPLACE?
When we can
Restore Your
Windows at a
fraction of
the cost!

ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore
your window to “like-new” condition
at a typical price of $100.

call for a free estimate

( 216 ) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

Heights Observer September 1, 2012

afraid of the gangs that congregate in
the lots,” he said. “This is a blight on
the area that so many businesses and
property owners have worked to make
into a premier residential and entertainment district.”
Mark Axel, a bartender at the Fairmount Martini & Wine Bar, was working
the night of June 24, when Cleveland
Heights police closed down Myxx citing the
business for lack of a proper permit. Axel
said that Myxx attracts a rowdy crowd. “It’s
always crazy over there,” he said.
“This is not downtown Detroit, this
is Cleveland Heights, Ohio,” said Mayor
Kelley. “Cedar Fairmount is one of our
many prestigious commercial areas.
This is not acceptable in our town.”
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.
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millikin continued from page 1

dos since they would be asked to make
permanent improvement investments
to the building,” said Shergalis. A termination clause would allow the district to
take back the property without notice,
if it needed the property.
The lease proposal was drafted by
Alan Rapoport, attorney for Mosdos,
and by the district’s legal team, from the
firm Squire Sanders. Both Shergalis and
Rapoport stressed that what has been
approved is not the lease.
Shergalis said, “This sets forth the
terms under which we would move
forward to craft the lease. Rapoport
explained, “It’s what we’d call a letter
of intent. It justifies us spending more
time in fleshing out a lease.”
Dennis Wilcox, vice mayor of
Cleveland Heights, characterized the
legislation as a “very important first
step,” and noted that it was subject to
a final lease.
The proposed lease terms are for
an initial 30-year lease at $1 per year,
and then two consecutive 10-year
lease options, at “fair market rent.”
The proposal stipulates that Mosdos
will make at least $1.5 million in permanent improvements to the school
within the first 18 months ($500,000
in the first 6 months, $500,000 in the
next 6 months, and another $500,000
within 18 months following the start
of the lease). Mosdos would be responsible for all taxes, maintenance,
insurance and utilities. The leased
area would not include the Severance
stables.
“The 30-year term coincides with
the useful-life improvements we expect Mosdos to put into the building,”
explained Shergalis. “Mosdos will commit to a minimum of $1.5 million in
improvements. They would take over
the building entirely, including taxes,
assessment, repairs and insurance, so
[that would be] a significant cost savings
to us.”
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker Farm Historic District in Cleveland
Heights.

Board of Ed meets to discuss next steps for facilities plan
in 2013, Heuer told the board. Placing a
bond issue on the ballot in May would
require that the board initiate action in
January; a November bond issue would
require action in July.
Heuer said, “Everyone knows there
is a ticking clock on our capacity to fund
a comprehensive plan. Our experts tell
us that clock will expire at the end of
2013.”
In an e-mail, Angee Shaker, director of communications for the district,
explained why 2013 is a deadline of
sorts: “The funding necessary to fully
implement a comprehensive facilities
master plan for the CH-UH district
will require a bond issue in excess of
statutory limits (nine percent of total
district valuation) and, therefore, will
require the district to meet the criteria
as a special needs district. Financial
consultants predict the district will
meet those criteria through 2013 and
then not be eligible again before 2020,
and there is no guarantee we will be
eligible in 2020.”
Nancy Peppler, board member,
advocated for a May ballot. “I think we
need to do this more quickly. Looking
at historic bond issues, sometimes a district needs more than one attempt.”
The other four board members
all stated a preference for November.
Coble said, “I agree on November, but
it ups the stakes considerably, giving us
one shot.” Zucker pointed out that it
was one shot as pertained to being tied
to one part of funding.
Board members suggested that
15–25 people make up a lay advisory
committee. An application process
for potential committee members was
rejected as potentially taking too much
time. Instead, board members will
submit names of potential committee
candidates to Karen Jones, board president, who will compile them for further
discussion.
Suggestions for the lay committee
included individuals from CH and UH
city governments, PTAs, local nonprofits (Reaching Heights, FutureHeights),

Kim Sergio Inglis

On Aug. 21, the Cleveland Heights–
University Heights Board of Education met to discuss next steps in the
district’s master school facilities plan.
While no formal vote was taken during the work session, discussion among
board members and district administrators led to consensus on several
next steps, including opening Plan C
for revision, and forming a lay advisory
committee.
Board members discussed the
timing of placing a bond issue on the
ballot in 2013, and spoke of the need to
build trust with the community. Ron
Register, board member, said, “I think
community is important. I think that is
our starting point.”
A topic revisited throughout the
meeting was the question of cost, and
how and if to determine a budget. Eric
Coble, board member, asked, “How
do we determine how much money
we can spend? Do we need to set a
budget? Do we say, this is what the
community can support, or do we want
to dream big, and then figure out what
it will cost?”
Board members agreed that Plan C
should be subject to revision and modification. Kal Zucker, board member, said,
“The fact that the board voted unanimously against putting it on the ballot
means the plan may need to change. I
don’t personally feel the plan can exist
in the state it is now.”
Doug Heuer, district superintendent, suggested that board members
jot down ideas for “what components of
the plan should be given new consideration,” to see where there was “general
interest in reassessment.”
Steve Shergalis, director of administrative services for the district, then
narrowed the ideas down to eight main
topics: big picture, renovation, grade
configuration, locations, budget, how
to pay for it, community and square
footage.
There are two scheduled elections

parents, alumni foundation members,
and former participants. Register suggested, “We should have some sense of
continuity with people who have been
involved, and reach out to people who
have not been connected to this process
at all.”
The potential roles of the administration and board on the committee
were considered, with Peppler suggesting administration employees attend
lay committee meetings as a resource
for information. Both Peppler and
Zucker opined that meetings should
not be led or facilitated by staff. Jones
advocated for board presence at lay
committee meetings, and said, “I think
the board should be visible within the
committee—to build trust.”
Among the goals suggested for the
lay committee were to recommend plan
configuration, timing and price range.
The meeting took place in the new
sixth-grade pilot classroom at Roxboro
Middle School—an example of the
learning communities that are a component of Plan C, and the various plans
that preceded it.
Patrick McNichols, Roxboro Middle
School principal, said, “This is a chance
to see how this [space] is different from
a traditional learning environment.”
Roxboro sixth grade teachers were also
on hand, and praised the features of
the new space, including new windows
in interior walls, which let natural light
into interior classrooms, and common
areas that encourage collaboration. A
garage-door style, glass-paned partition
allows learning spaces to be combined
or separated.
The district says it plans to enable
the public to view the new learning
spaces at Roxboro Middle School, Oxford Elementary School and Cleveland
Heights High School, but no details
were available at press time.
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker Farm Historic District in Cleveland
Heights.
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Ride with us!

Support sustainability in the Heights:
Ride for Miles on Sept. 16

Sept. 12: Visit the John Carroll
University (JCU) Coburn Bike
Co-Op. Ride leaders are JCU Bike
Co-op members.

Life Cycle

Sept. 19: Surprise Tour. Ride
leaders are Ian Hoffman and Brandon
Henneman.

Riding with others is one of the great
pleasures of cycling.
The Heights Bicycle Coalition
is hosting Free Wheelin’ Wednesday
group rides in September to get folks
out on their bikes. The August rides
were very well attended. Cyclists ride
together, chat and visit interesting
places in the Heights.
All rides leave from Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Park (at the corner of Euclid Heights Boulevard and Coventry
Road) at 6:30 p.m.:
Sept. 5:Trees of Cleveland Heights.
Ride leader is Sue Wolpert.

Sept. 26: The Heights from a new
perspective. Ride leaders are Ian
Hoffman and Brandon Henneman.
Another local group ride is the
Ride for Miles on Sunday, Sept. 16, 10
a.m. starting and ending at JCU. This
15-mile, police-protected route through
eastern Cuyahoga County supports the
environmental and cycling legacy of
Miles Coburn. Advanced and onsite
registration is available. Visit www.
rideformiles.org for details.

courtesy of Peggy Spaeth

Heights Bicycle Coalition

JCU math professor Bob Kolesar at the 2011 Ride for Miles.

The Heights Bicycle Coalition was formed in the
spring of 2010 and works to encourage citizens to
ride bicycles for fun, fitness and transportation.

Peggy Spaeth

Everyone talks about the weather but
nobody does anything about it. The recent mild winter and hot summer have
convinced even skeptics that humaninduced climate change is a reality.
Although one climate event does
not signal global change, scientists
have been predicting global warming
for decades. Northern Ohioans may
be delighted to be living in a Carolina
climate without migrating, but climate
change is a global catastrophe.You can
do something about it:
• Drive the most fuel-efficient car you
can afford. Better yet, walk, ride a bicycle or take public transportation.
• Reduce, reuse and recycle.
• Modify your diet. Production of protein from meat uses far more fossil-fuel
energy than plant sources.
• B ecome involved. The Sustainable
Heights Network is a group of residents who promote sustainability in
Cleveland Heights and University
Heights. Join them.
Another local initiative is about
continuing to educate ourselves and
others about the environment. The
fifth annual Ride for Miles, scheduled
for Sunday, Sept. 16, is a 15-mile bicycle
ride that raises awareness and funds
to continue the work of the late Miles
Coburn, biologist at John Carroll University. The Ride for Miles route, which
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Separation and divorce are among the
most painful and stressful experiences
that many people will ever face. DivorceCare is a structured 13-week program designed to help people navigate
this new territory and begin to rebuild
their lives.
DivorceCare participants receive
counsel and encouragement through
video teaching, small group discussion and weekly scripture study. Each
meeting includes a video presentation
by an expert covering subjects such as
finances and forgiveness. Participants
also receive a workbook with a weekly
Bible study. The video, workbook and
personal experiences are discussed in a
confidential and supportive group with
others who understand the tough issues
of separation and divorce.
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Peggy Spaeth, executive director of Heights
Arts, walks to work.

DivorceCare programs for adults and kids
start Sept. 10 at Church of the Saviour

Expires Sept. 30, 2012. Not valid with other offers
or discounts. 1 per table. Valid for food only.
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begins at JCU, is one that Coburn rode
each day before he went to work.
Coburn, who died in 2008 in a bicycling accident, studied minnows—tiny
creatures whose habitat has been threatened by environmental degradation. With
his biology colleagues at JCU, he initiated
classes in environmental sciences. His
wife and children provided the initial
support for the Miles Coburn Endowed
Professorship in Environmental Science
at John Carroll University to continue his
work—to educate students about the environment. Fundraising continues for the
professorship, with a goal of $500,000.
Everybody talks about the weather,
and everybody can do something about
it. To donate to the Miles Coburn Endowed Professorship in Environmental
Science, go to www.jcu.edu/coburn or
contact Mary Rycyna at 216-397-4921.
Attend the Miles Coburn Environmental Symposium on Friday, Sept. 14 at
7:30 p.m., at the Cleveland Museum of
Natural History. Author Jeff Mapes will
discuss Pedaling Revolution: How Cyclists
are Changing American Cities. Register for
the symposium at www.cmnh.org.
Participate in the annual Ride for
Miles on Sunday, Sept. 16 at 10 a.m.,
beginning at John Carroll University.
To register for the ride, go to www.
rideformiles.org.
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DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K) is
a special group for children ages 5–12.
Through videos, stories, activities,
games, journaling, prayer, and the guidance of DC4K leaders, children learn
to cope with divorce in their family, to
realize that divorce is not their fault,
and to lean on God.
Church of the Saviour will offer this
series on Monday evenings, 6:30–8:30
p.m., beginning Sept. 10. There is a onetime fee of $15 for the workbook. DC4K
will meet at the same time as the adult
group. Childcare will be available for preschoolers. All members of the community
who are dealing with these issues are
invited to attend. For more information,
call the church office at 216-321-8880 or
e-mail rleonard@chsaviour.org.
Loretta Dahlstrom is the administrative
assistant at Church of the Saviour.
www.heightsobserver.org
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How much is your house really worth?

NGH to see if it agrees with the new
value assigned to your property.
Of the 34 homes sold, the oldest
was built in 1916 and the newest in
1956. Did the county adjust for age of
construction when calculating the new
value?
Fewer houses are selling, and at
lower prices. Only those in the best condition, with the newest amenities, move
at a price that does not break the heart,
or the bank account, of the seller.
Does your house need a new driveway, energy-efficient windows, updates
for that pink and green bathroom
tile, or waterproofing the basement?
Any number of old, tired or damaged
conditions will delay, if not prevent,
the sale of your property, regardless of
how much you lower the price below
your new value from the county.
UH taxes are high, second only to
Shaker Heights—and the residents of
that city just voted to raise their taxes.
If our mayor’s plan to merge the UH
fire department with Shaker’s takes
place, will we have to match their
higher taxes to cover the merger? Then
there was mention of a new bond issue for UH taxpayers to help pay for
transformation of the Fuchs Mizrachi
School property the mayor and council
purchased earlier this year.
We don’t know the future of all our
taxes, but with the assistance of Desk
304, you can at least examine the last
three years of sales in your NGH.

living space.
We go to Property Information
at Desk 304 on the third floor of the
County Administration Office and
request a printout of the Comparable
Sales Report (CSR) for this NGH for
houses sold between 2009–11, with
about 2,000 square feet of living space.
It is a free service.
The printout is available within
minutes. In three years, only 34 houses
sold in NGH 12307 with a living area of
1,900–2,300 sq. ft. The average price
(three years combined) for houses sold
is $165,947.
Only 12 houses sold in 2009. The
average sales price was $181,850. In 2010,
another 12 houses sold, but the average
price fell to $160,800. not good. The bad
news is that even fewer homes, only 10,
sold in 2011. The very bad news is that
the average price for these 10 plummeted
to $153,010 in 2011.
The concern here is that the trend
is down, down, down. For our example,
the average sale fell by almost 16 percent in three years.
You can do this evaluation yourself, using free county data for your

point of view

Anita Kazarian

Your house may not be worth as much as
you think. The average price of houses
sold in one University Heights neighborhood suggests a disturbing downward trend. Over the past three years,
the average price fell from $181,850 in
2009 to $153,010 in 2011.
Homeowners received a 2012
Proposed Value Notice from the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Office showing their
home’s new value. The county believes
this is the market value someone will
pay if you put your house on the market
today. If you think it is too high, you
have until Sept. 15 to appeal.
Let’s walk through an example
using one small street, Tyndall Road.
There are about 24 homes on Tyndall
Road. The county assigns an NGH
(neighborhood number) to each cluster
of similar adjoining streets. Tyndall
Road is in NGH 12307. Assume a 1941
house has about 2,000 square feet of

HEIGHTS FRAME & ART
Custom Picture Framing
2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711
HEIGHTS
OBSERVER AD:Layout 2 8/7/12
heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

4:41 PM

Sunday September 23, 2012
3-7 p.m.

Anita Kazarian is a marketing professional,
president of Noah’s Landing, LLC and a 30year resident of University Heights. Contact
her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.
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FLOWERVILLE

A Benefit For

(216) 932-7550

Holy Rosary Churchyard
12009 Mayfield Road
Tickets include
all food and drinks
$70 in advance
216-421-0700
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Local Food Week
to promote locally
produced foods
Jeff Coryell

The first week of October will be Local
Food Week in the Heights, a celebration
of the benefits of eating food produced
locally.
Coordinated by the Sustainable
Heights Network, Local Food Week
will feature programs and events Oct.
1–5, followed by a fun and educational
Festival of Local Food on Saturday, Oct.
6, at Grace Lutheran Church, 13001
Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights.
Plans for the week include specials featuring exclusively local food
at restaurants, such as Nighttown and
Brennan’s Colony; the screening of a
film about the local food movement;
presentations on sources for local food,
such as CSAs (community-supported
agriculture programs) and farmers markets; demonstrations and workshops on
growing and preserving your own food;
cooking demonstrations and menus for
seasonal eating; and activities for kids.
The local food movement is a growing, collaborative effort to build more
locally based, self-reliant food economies.
Benefits cited by local food advocates
include fresher food (which tastes better
and has greater nutritional value), stronger
local economies, preserving open space by
enabling local farmers to stay in business,
promoting crop diversity, and eliminating
the negative environmental impact of
long-distance food transporting.
Participating organizations include
The Ohio State University Extension, the Heights Community Garden
Network, and Food Not Lawns, Cleveland.
Food Not Lawns, Cleveland was
founded on the belief that “growing
our own food creates thriving human
and animal habitat, radically alters our
relationship to the land where we live,
increases our health and well-being and
creates community one yard at a time,”
according to Mari Keating, founder and
Heights resident.
Also participating in Local Food
Week is the new food magazine Edible
Cleveland. “We created Edible Cleveland
to tell stories about our region’s food
and the people who produce it,” said
Noelle Celeste, publisher and Heights
resident. “We believe that the more
people think about what they eat, the
better. so we’re excited to support Local
Food Week to celebrate our community’s local, seasonal food.”
David Ernat, pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, said, “Cleveland Heights
has the potential to be a change agent
not only for Greater Cleveland but also
for many communities in Ohio and
beyond. Grace Church is supportive of
the many organizations and people who
work together for the common good.”
If you or your organization would
like to participate in Local Food Week,
or volunteer to help with this event, email SustainableHts@gmail.com or call
216-264-6640.
Jeff Coryell is a community volunteer and
member of the steering committee of the Sustainable Heights Network, the board of FutureHeights, and the board of Reaching Heights. He
is helping to plan Local Food Week.
www.heightsobserver.org

heights library

‘Public Places, Sacred Spaces’ What’s going on at your library?
Lee Road Library
University Heights Library
photography contest
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Tuesday, Sept. 11, 4 p.m.
Teen Advisory Board (TAB). Join our Lee
Road TAB as it plans programs, supports
teen services and offers input to shape the
library’s future.

Tuesdays, Sept. 18 & 25, 6 p.m.
Adaptations Film Study Group: From Book
to Big Screen. Led by Sue Klarreich, Ph.D.,
this series covers the adaptations of critically
acclaimed books into critically acclaimed
films. Read the book, then attend the screening and discussion. Sept. 18: Hugo; Sept.
25: War Horse.

Saturday, Sept. 15, 2 p.m.
Genealogy 101. Learn the basic ins and outs
of genealogy using databases, websites
and print resources available at Heights
Libraries. Registration required at www.
heightslibrary.org.

Coventry Village Library

Noble Neighborhood
Library

1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

courtesy heights libraries

2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

The 2011 photo contest winner was Victoria Dumesh’s “Blue Hydrangeas and Fruits.”

Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library announces the
Fifth Annual Photography Contest
sponsored by Cedar Center MotoPhoto.
Submissions will be accepted now
through Oct. 8. Participants may drop
off submissions at any Heights Libraries branch.
This year’s theme is “Public Places,
Sacred Spaces.” Contestants are encouraged to submit photos of the places
and spaces that give meaning to their
lives, such as neighborhoods, parks,
streetscapes, homes, and places of worship.
“Each year, I am amazed at the
incredible artistic talent there is in our
community,” said Jennifer Greene, adult
services librarian and coordinator of the
photo contest. “We just love giving folks
a free, communitywide venue where
they can display their work.”
Submissions may be in color or
black and white, and must be mounted
on white 8.5 x 11 sturdy matte board.
Photos must be 8 x 10 or smaller. A

completed entry form must be attached
to the back of the matte board.
For complete instructions and submission forms, visit www.heightslibrary.
org/page/photocontest.
Beginning Oct. 29, the finalists will
be displayed, as a traveling exhibition, at
each branch so that the public can vote
for their favorites.
Five prizes will be awarded for the
best overall photographs. Prizes will be
redeemable at the Cedar Center Motophoto. Winners will be announced
on Dec. 10.
The first-prize winner will receive
a 30-page 8.5 x 11 photo book, 50 4 x 6
digital prints, a 16 x 20 archival photograph of the winning image, a portrait
session, an 11 x 14 portrait and a oneyear membership to ClubMOTO.
Participants are welcome to stop
by the Cedar Center Motophoto for
50-percent discount on prints and a $2
mounting fee per image.

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

BARBER & DREAM SPA
exp: nov 15, 2012

coupon not valid
on saturdays

Are you tired of calling an
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?
Are you frustrated with
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?

A Luxurious Massage or any Facial

by our highly trained staff
$25.00 OFF ANY MASSAGE and/or FACIAL
Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm,
Wed 8 am - 8 pm,
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm,
Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Thursday, Sept. 20, 6:30 p.m.
Lego Madness. Build anything from castles
to spaceships–the sky is the limit for this
evening of fun. We supply the Lego blocks,
you supply the inspiration and imagination.
For grades K–5.

Has your
lawn
gone on
vacation?

QUINTANA’ S

$5.00 OFF ANY HAIR SERVICE

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 1 p.m.
Keeping Safe @ Home and in the City.
Members of the Cleveland Heights Police
Department provide tips on how to stay
alert and be in tune with your surroundings
to minimize threats to your safety, home
and property.

Monday, Sept. 10, 5:30 p.m.
Coventry Village Songwriting Workshop.
Songwriters of all levels are invited to share
their own songs in a constructive environment. Topics for discussion will include
song structure, melody, lyrics and motivation. Local songwriter Charlie Mosbrook
moderates. Registration required at www.
heightslibrary.org.

be made to the Cedar Fairmount SID,
town at 216-795-0550.
“There have been so many people at 2460 Fairmount Boulevard, Suite
who have worked to make this happen,” 311, Cleveland Heights, OH 44106. For
said Lowe. “Neighbor Jan Kious created more information, call 216-791-3172.
the landscaping [for the island], and she
and her husband, Gus, are the honorary Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
chairs
of the benefit.”
LL_HO.0812.Sprinkler_Ad:Layout
1 7/18/12 3:45 PM Page 1
Contributions for the project can Heights Observer.

Heights Observer:
Nonprofit and produced by
volunteers

The Art of Barbering

Tuesday, Sept. 18, 7 p.m.
Teen Advisory Group (TAG). Join our Noble
Neighborhood TAG as it plans programs,
supports teen services and offers input to
shape the library’s future.

sign continued from page 1

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community
relations manager for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library.

R E D I S COV E R

Thursday, Sept. 20, 7 p.m.
Story Celebration. Stories, crafts, and surprises for kids in grades K–5.

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation
• Organic and traditional
lawn fertilization programs
• Integrated weed and
pest management
• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal
• Weekly lawn maintenance

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

Tr e a t Yo u r s e l f
www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380 • www.QBDS.net
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
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heights library

Heights Libraries to honor Harvey Pekar’s
‘Literary, Library Life’ on Oct. 14

CH-UH Public Library Board
meeting highlights
JULY 16, 2012
All board members were present.
Susan E. Black, children’s librarian
retires
Prior to the board meeting, there was a reception in honor of the retirement of Susan Black,
who joined the library staff as a children’s
services librarian for the University Heights
branch on Oct. 31, 1978. In 2009 she agreed
to transfer to Lee Road, where a “huge following of UH customers accompanied her both
in person and by phone” as indicated in the
retirement resolution passed by the board. The
resolution also referred to her promotion to
youth services manager at Lee Road, her work
with area teachers, her mentoring of others,
including Director Nancy Levin, and her helping
to raise a generation of babies and their parents
through her storytimes and other programs.
Financial report available on website
Molly Riffle, fiscal officer, announced that the
comprehensive financial report is complete and
available on the library’s website. The new Authority Business Information System (BIS) is now
in place and the library’s budget and financial
information has been loaded into the system.
Heights Knowledge and Innovation
Center bidding
The board approved the opening of bidding on
the center, which will be in the space occupied
by the former YMCA gymnasium. Studio Techne
has provided an estimate for construction of
$625,000, with an additional $72,000 for the
business development center as an alternate in
the bid package. Furniture is estimated at an
additional $150,000 and will not be included
in the initial bid package.
Little Free Libraries
Cleveland Heights City Council has passed
an ordinance approving the installation of the
Little Free Libraries structures on tree lawns. The
program will begin with three structures in three
different neighborhoods. Residents are invited to
leave books that they have read and take materi-

Sheryl Banks

“Ordinary life is pretty complex stuff,”
author and comics pioneer Harvey
Pekar once said.
Heights Libraries and the Friends of
the Heights Libraries will honor Pekar—
the ordinary and complex son of Cleveland who died in 2010—with a Literary
Landmark plaque and statue dedication
ceremony on Sunday, Oct. 14, at 2 p.m. at
the Lee Road Library. The event, “Harvey
Pekar: A Literary, Library Life,” will include a presentation by JT Waldman, the
artist who collaborated with Pekar on his
posthumously published graphic novel,
Not the Israel My Parents Promised Me.
The plaque was funded by the
Friends and presented to Heights Libraries by the Association of Library
Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations to honor and recognize Pekar’s
special relationship with the library
system. Pekar’s wife, Joyce Brabner,
said, “That library was Harvey’s first
love and second home.” The statue of
Pekar is being created by Justin Coulter,
local sculptor, with $38,000 raised by
Brabner last year through a Kickstarter
campaign.
Pekar’s relationship with the library
is a big part of Not the Israel My Parents
Promised Me. Waldman met Pekar in
2005 and gave him a copy of his own
first graphic novel, Megillat Esther, a
retelling of the biblical story of Esther.
Pekar liked the book so much he invited
Waldman to illustrate Israel. Their collaboration began in 2008 and included
trips to the Lee Road Library, a site

als left by other residents. Although the library
may help in stocking the libraries, they are not
part of the circulation system. Library materials
cannot be checked out or returned through the
Little Free Libraries.
New residents welcomed
Both the library and the Friends of the Heights
Libraries welcomed approximately 15 new
residents on July 1, along with city staff, representatives from the CH-UH City School District,
FutureHeights, Heights Community Congress
and other organizations. The new residents were
given a “behind the scenes” tour of the library.
June public service report highlights
•M
 ichael Fleenor of the Cleveland Restoration Society (CRS) gave a lecture on the history of home
interior decorating beginning in the 1850s.
• Mary Ogle of CRS gave a program on home
maintenance and energy efficiency.
• Coventry Village Library is partnering with the
Cleveland Institute of Music for two summer
concerts (July 16 and 30) in the Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Park and two fall concerts in the
library.
• Judith Toy, a local author, read from her memoir, Murder as a Call to Love, written after the
murder of three family members.
• Noble’s afterschool snack program became
the summer snack program and expanded
its schedule from two days per week to every
weekday afternoon.
• Both Noble Neighborhood and University
Heights libraries will offer the STEPS parent
education program in conjunction with Beech
Brook. Based on research by Dr. Jill Stamm,
the program’s goal is to improve parent interaction with children.
• University Heights will host a Rap Art summer
group for teens.
LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.
Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.

featured in the book.
Waldman continued the project
after Pekar died. “Finishing the book
without Harvey over the last two years
was heavy,” he said. “I missed my collaborator and friend, and I was drawing him
every day, so it was a particularly bizarre
process of mourning and creativity.”
Waldman continued, “Although
Harvey cultivated a curmudgeon character on screen and in print, the man
himself was quite kind and surprisingly
encouraging. He expressed complete
faith in my creative vision and was always telling me to ‘do my thing.’ ”
Waldman’s talk will focus on his
collaboration with Pekar and the role
the Lee Road Library played in their
research for the book.
“My Pekar years were full of crazy
amounts of joy and sadness, and taught
me a lot about the type of person and
artist that I am. I was lucky to be in the
graces of a comics legend, and given the
opportunity to be myself and represent
another person through comics. I trust
that Harvey would be proud of the way
the book turned out,” said Waldman.
The public is invited to this free
event. Copies of the book will be offered
for sale and refreshments will be served.
The Lee Road Library is at 2345 Lee
Road in Cleveland Heights. For information call 216-932-3600 or visit www.
heightslibrary.org. For information on JT
Waldman, visit www.jtwaldman.com.
Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community
relations manager for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library.

See disclaimer on page 6.
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heights seniors

Maintaining optimism as we age
the senior
section

Judith Eugene

Aging brings with it some good changes—developing values, building friendships, establishing careers and raising
families. Aging can also bring difficult
changes—forgetfulness, decrease in
strength and energy, illness and injury,
and the deaths of loved ones.
It is common for these changes
to cause feelings of frustration, anger,
sadness and helplessness. Following is
a list of tools that people of any age can
use to stay peaceful and happy amid
whatever loss they may be facing:
• L aughter: Laughter distracts us
from sad thoughts and redirects us
to clearer thinking. Watch a funny
movie or a comedy show; get together with people who make you
laugh; join a laughter club.
• Gratitude: Focusing on the good
things in our lives lessens the grip
of bad things. Every evening write
down five things you’re thankful for
that happened that day.
evans continued from page 1

in 2011, and Coryell came within a few
votes of winning a seat then.
The successful applicant would
serve on council from the time of the
appointment until Dec. 31, 2013. The
seat will be up for election on Nov. 5,

• Positive Thinking: We bring into
our lives what we think about most.
Visualize and talk about the things
you want, rather than complaining
about what you don’t have.
• Positive Language: Negative words
make us feel bad, while positive words
inspire us. Replace the words horrible,
bad, terrible, and problem with the
words challenge or challenging. Eliminate the word hate.
• Present Moment: Try not to lament
about what you’ve lost, or worry
about what may happen later. Do
your best with what you have now.
• Morning Reflection: Every morning,
pray or meditate and ask for help to
get through your day. This will help
you gain focus and strength to face
your challenges.
• S leep: Proper rest helps us feel
stronger and think more clearly.
The Mayo Clinic recommends that
adults get 7–9 hours of sleep per day.
If you have trouble sleeping through
the night, take naps to make up the
time.
• Healthy Eating: The USDA My Plate
program is an easy way to track how
many calories you need and which
foods to eat.
• Exercise: Regular exercise improves

health, mood, energy and sleep. Find
an easy program that is suitable for
your level of ability, such as yoga, tai
chi or water aerobics.
• Get Outside: Connecting with nature
is calming and uplifting. Go for a walk
or sit on the front porch.
• Take a Class: Learning something
new is a great way to re-energize your
enthusiasm. Sign up for a class at the
senior center or YMCA.
• Help Others: Volunteering, teaching a
class, or forming a support group are
ways to help others in need, and help
you appreciate your abilities.
If you’re still feeling down, you
may be suffering from depression. This
is common among older adults, and
nothing to feel ashamed about. Ask a
mental health professional for help.
Mark Twain once said, “Age is an
issue of mind over matter. If you don’t
mind, it doesn’t matter.” While we can’t
always change a situation, we can always
change how we think and act in that
situation.

2013 (the next local election year). The
candidate elected at that time will fill
the remaining two years of the vacated
term, which expires Dec. 31, 2015.
Council has reopened the search
for a replacement until 5 p.m., Monday,
Sept. 10. The application is posted online

at www.clevelandheights.com, and is also
available by calling Judy Hayes in the city
manager’s office at 216-291-3737.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland Heights
who provides classes and activities for senior
adults and those with physical and mental challenges through www.LovingHandsGroup.com.
She can be reached at 216-408-5578.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

September Senior
Citizen Happenings
Senior Citizen Happenings are sponsored by the City of University Heights.
Events take place on Thursdays at 2
p.m., at the University Heights Library.
Sept. 6: Connie Luhta, president of
International Women’s Air and Space
Museum, outlines the fabulous feats of
women in aviation and space history,
including Amelia Earhart, the World
War II WASPs, to the Wright brothers’
sister Katharine, and more.
Sept. 13: Eric Schreiber, M.D., diagnostic radiologist at Cleveland Clinic
and director of Ohio Environmental
Council, documents “An Emergency in
Slow Motion,” reflecting the history of
climate science, global warming and
population growth, and sounding a
concern for change occurring more
rapidly than initially anticipated.
Sept. 20: Fern Ruth Levy, M.S., educator, journalist, and founder and director of the Anne Frank Moral Courage
Project, probes the spirit of the 15-yearold diarist, victim of Nazi anti-Semitism,
who keenly felt, “how wonderful it is
that no one has to wait, but can start
right now to gradually change the
world.”
Sept. 27: Mary Ann Whitley, UH
resident and copy editor for the Plain
Dealer, discusses her book, Ohio
Tales of the Titanic: the Buckeye State’s
Fascinating Connections to the World’s
Most Famous Shipwreck. Grounded in
research, the book contains interviews
with descendants of survivors, and is
sensitive to the human element of the
tragedy.

THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT PROUDLY PRESENTS
!"!#$#%!#

THE ALMEDA TRIO

a Centennial Celebration Concert

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2012
Concert – 7:30 PM
Harkness Chapel, Case Western Reserve University
Reception – 9:00 PM
Guilford Hall, Case Western Reserve University
Premiere Tickets // Includes concert and reception // $40
General Tickets // Concert only // $15
To purchase tickets or learn more, please visit TheMusicSettlement.org and
click on the Events Tab, or call (216) 421-5806 ext. 123.

Join the Almeda Trio, piano trio and ensemble-in-residence, and
celebrate The Music Settlement’s Centennial with a concert including works by Amy Beach and Johannes Brahms, plus the
world premiere of Tales Told by Sightless Eyes - composed by Music
Settlement alumna Eden Raiz.
Almeda Trio Members (L to R): Ida Mercer, Robert Cassidy, Cara Tweed
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heights kids

Heights High musicians participate in the Ohio State Fair

Heights High musicians get ready to play at the Ohio State Fair. They are (l-r) Joe Mullen, Ben Mesh, Abby Rinaldi, Evan Radivoyevitch, Alex Perlec, Oleaser
Johnson, Gretchen Drushel and Anne Zacari.

Evan Radivoyevitch, also a first-time
AOSFB member, reflected on his two
weeks with the group. “Now that AOSFB
is over for the summer, I realize that it
was really a lot of work, but a lot of fun,

too. I know that I came home a much
better musician, and I liked meeting
other high school students from all over
Ohio. It was nice to learn that we actually
have a lot in common with one another,

not just our love for playing music.”
Kirsten Radivoyevitch, a Heights parent and
supporter of music in the Heights schools, tasted deep-fried Kool-Aid at the Ohio State Fair.

Heights High student returns from year in Thailand
Joy Henderson

Heights High senior Janine Walker has
returned to Cleveland Heights after
completing her junior year in Bangkok,
Thailand with the AFS Foreign Exchange Program. She lived with a host
family and attended a Thai high school.
“When I left here I was a girl speaking the language of Cleveland Heights
and I returned speaking fluent Thai,”
she said. “The exchange year was the
best of my life! My host parents in
Thailand could not speak English, nor
did most of my teachers, so I learned
the language quickly.
“My friends there, both Thai and
international, were jealous when I told
them about the opportunities at my
school [Heights High], with the variety
of AP and academic courses in music,
the arts and the athletics opportunities,” she said.
Walker’s family has been involved
with AFS for several years. Her brother
Miles went to Japan for a summer exchange.
Her mother, Carla Bailey, is an active volunteer and has hosted several
students. While Janine was in Thailand,
her family hosted two AFS students,

courtesy janine walker

The All-Ohio State Fair Band (AOSFB)
has been in existence since 1925. This
summer, it included eight students from
Cleveland Heights High School.
In mid-July, 200 high school musicians from across the state gathered
at the State Fairgrounds in Columbus.
Under the direction of Donald SantaEmma, they promptly began learning
nearly 60 pieces of concert music and
marches representing some of the best
music in band repertoire. They also improved their skills through clinics and
sectionals under the batons of several
professional conductors. The three days
of rehearsal were jokingly referred to as
“hell week.”
After the students auditioned for,
and received, their seat assignments,
Gretchen Drushel noted that “the
Heights High musicians all got really
good seat placements and we learned
how good our instrumental music
department is compared to a lot of
other schools. We are very fortunate at
Heights.”
A trip to the Ohio Statehouse at the
end of the week gave band members the
opportunity to expand their knowledge
of the state’s judicial system and politics.
It also gave them the chance to meet
Governor John Kasich, who tried his
hand at conducting the young musicians in John Philip Sousa’s “Stars and
Stripes Forever,” a national and state fair
favorite.
The next day meant the start of the
AOSFB’s demanding task of entertaining thousands of fairgoers for 11 days
straight. All told, the band played nearly
100 concerts and marched daily in a
parade.
The rigor of the performances was
balanced with the fun of the state fair.
According to Ben Mesh, “playing ‘Stars
and Stripes’ while riding the giant Ferris
wheel was totally awesome!”
Mesh is a veteran state fair musician. “AOSFB is the highlight of my
summer,” he said. “Being there is like
being with my third family, after the
Heights IMD [instrumental music department] and my actual family.”
Such enthusiasm prompted Oleaser
Johnson to apply for the AOSFB, even
though she didn’t know what to expect.
“I had never been to the fair, or stayed
away from home for an extended period
of time,” she explained. “This type of
adventure was something that I saw only
on television or in movies.”

courtesy kirsten radivoyevitch

Kirsten Radivoyevitch

Janine Walker with her classmates in Bangkok, Thailand.

from Tanzania and Senegal.
“Thailand, while beautiful, has
much poverty and is underdeveloped—
things you don’t see everyday in America,” said Bailey. “Now that Janine has
returned, she has a greater confidence
in herself, tolerance and respect for another culture, and a greater appreciation
for her life here.”
Bailey is grateful to the host family
that cared for Janine, and said, “It is
amazing to me that people on the other

side of the world, from an extremely
different culture, and who don’t speak
English, had the same love and care for
Janine that they would have for their
own child.”
For information about hosting an
international student, contact AFS
volunteer Adrienne Yelsky, 216-371-3733
or adrienney@msn.com.
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison at Heights High.

Nature’s Spa Mattresses
• 100% Natural Talalay Latex
• Natural Organic Wool Fiber
• Organic Cotton
• 20-Year Non Pro-Rated Warranty
• Enjoy a Cooler Sleep

For All Your Business and
Personal Insurance Needs

CLEVELAND HTS
(216) 320-9761
1812 COVENTRY RD,
across from the
parking garage

Specializing In:
n Contractors
n Auto Repair Garages
n Non-Profits
n Day Cares
n Personal Insurance
n And Much more

SleepSourceUSA.com

Call us for a
no-obligation review

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203 n 3109 Mayfield Road n Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646 www.KellerNational.com
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Teacher-driven assessment means authentic accountability
THE COMMON
GOOD

Susie Kaeser

As an unapologetic reader of education
reform literature, it’s a relief to find a
book that is jargon-free, makes sense,
and offers a feasible approach to making sure students learn. This summer
I hit the jackpot with British educator
Dylan Wiliam’s 2011 book, Embedded
Formative Assessment. Doesn’t sound like
much of a page-turner, but I couldn’t
put it down!
Despite my allergic reaction to
anything that has to do with testing
students as a lever for school improvement, I found myself drawn to Wiliam’s
emphasis on student assessment as a
valuable tool for change. This author is
all about good teaching and, if you ask
me, his ideas give teachers an approach
that works. I’m excited because these
ideas are taking shape in classrooms in
our school district and they have tre-

mendous promise.
Formative assessments are simple,
informal measures of student understanding that are embedded in the
classroom routine—hour by hour, day
after day. Students respond to a problem
or question that captures a core idea in
a lesson. They answer on a Post-it note,
scrap paper, white board or by a show of
hands. These simple low-tech snapshots
give teachers immediate feedback that
helps them know if their lessons are
working so they can make good decisions
about what to do next: re-teach the lesson, work with a few kids who missed the
idea, or go forward.
Unlike expensive and often disconnected standardized tests, the results of
which are delivered months after the test
is given, this kind of assessment provides
immediate information that teachers can
use on the spot to make decisions that
will make their lessons better so more
children learn. They provide actionable data that affect results. It’s not an
impersonal accountability system, but a
redefinition of good teaching that makes
responsibility for results a high priority
and integral to the job.

The book contained a couple of
interesting observations that made the
emphasis on assessment a very powerful
idea.
First, teaching is unpredictable.
No matter how hard a teacher works at
designing a lesson, there is no guarantee
that students will take away from it what
the teacher intended for them to learn. It
isn’t reasonable to expect that every child
will comprehend information in the same
way, or in the way the teacher hoped.
By frequently assessing what students
are learning, while teaching, the teacher
can monitor the effect of the lesson and
figure out any corrective action. The information can help teachers individualize
and improve their teaching so that more
children learn.
Second, good teaching exists only
when children learn. In the good old
days, the teacher’s job was to show up
and teach. If the student didn’t learn, that
was not the teacher’s problem. Today’s
emphasis on results means teachers need
to pay much more attention to the effect
of their teaching. They need to be more
explicit about their teaching intentions,
thoughtful about matching learning activi-

ties to the learning intentions, and able to
identify what evidence helps them know
what students are learning. With this
framework, they can design assessments
that can be built into the school day, to
help them evaluate if the lesson is working
in time to make corrections if necessary.
Formative assessment is not sexy
or dramatic or expensive. It works. It
is practical and useful. It affects what
teachers do, which affects what children
learn. It recognizes that teaching requires
improvisation and continuous improvement. I like that it expects professional
educators to be in charge of making their
teaching work—it is part of the definition
of being a teacher.
Catching and blaming won’t make
effective teaching the norm in every
school. When teachers think about results, are willing to measure the impact
of their practice in order to modify their
teaching so more children learn, you have
authentic accountability. This is respectful, powerful and, really, the only way to
make change.
Susie Kaesar is a 30-year resident of Cleveland
Heights, former director of Reaching Heights,
and serves on the national board of Parents for
Public Schools.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Board
meeting highlights
JULY 16, 2012 – Special Public Forum
All board members were present.
Purpose
The forum was held to hear community members’
ideas concerning the master school facilities
plan C for which a bond issue is planned for the
November ballot. Each speaker was allotted a
timed five minutes.
Comments
Eighteen residents addressed the board. Three
spoke in favor, eight opposed the proposed plan,
and the rest either urged more time to develop a
plan the community could support or expressed
concerns about the plan. Some were unhappy with
the lack of notice for this public forum.
One senior citizen, a community resident for
54 years, explained that the financial hardship on
seniors must be considered.
The three residents favoring the plan agreed
that buildings have been neglected, must meet
standards, and plan C would address these needs.
The negative comments included claims that
the plan was not concrete, fundamentally flawed,
and not the “right” plan because the board
was split with a three to two vote. Some felt that
consultants had pushed the plan on the district
with an approach to funding that was insecure,
no one liked, and did not follow the values of

the community. Speakers asked for more time to
develop a compelling plan that everyone would
like, and requested that the plan’s timetable be
clarified. Many speakers said they could not support the plan and would campaign against it. One
speaker, having researched the “small room” idea
proposed as part of the plan, said that teachers
have found such rooms to be “unusable” and that
the architects were pushing this on the district.
Gearity parents would like to see an elementary
school remain in University Heights because new
families will be more likely to try the public schools.
University Heights Mayor Susan Infeld said
that although the schools need major repairs, plan
C costs were too high and had many “ifs.” She
asked why renovations were not considered, and
expressed concern about the impact on property
values if schools were closed in University Heights.
She was also concerned that the board was not
united.
LWV observer: Lillian Houser.
JULY 17, 2012
All board members were present.
Meadowbrook-Lee project
Mayor Edward Kelley and the Meadowbrook
job development group presented the proposed

Meadowbrook-Lee project. Because the city owns
the property, it currently generates no property
taxes. The mayor petitioned the board to consider
an 11-year tax abatement of 80 percent in order
to sell this property. The company that developed
Bluestone on Mayfield and was involved in the
Kenilworth Mews development has proposed an
upscale mixed-use building with first floor offices
and retail. It will be a “green” building and will
make an impact on the community and the local
economy. Tax abatement has been petitioned for
and approved on this property before, but the
projects failed. However, because of the nature of
the new project, Mayor Kelley felt it was important
again to approach the board. The board was interested in the proposal and would contact the mayor.
Facilities plan
The board discussed the facilities report and the
reaction to the proposed bond issue received at the
July 16 community forum. The board unanimously
decided to postpone the levy until next year when
they feel they will have a better plan and community support.
Career and technical education
John DiSabato, coordinator of career and technical
education, gave a presentation on the Tri-Heights
Prep Consortium, a program instituted in 2011–12
comprising a partnership with the Shaker Heights,
Warrensville Heights and Cleveland Heights high
schools, with Cleveland Heights being the lead
district. The courses offered provide training in a

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 6.

Find Help at DivorceCare and
DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K)

2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

DivorceCare is a 13-week seminar and
support group for people who are separated or divorced.
DC4K is a companion series for children ages 5-12.

Cool Patio.
Party Room.
The Place to be on Lee.

Mondays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. beginning September 10
Call 216-321-8880 to register
Church of the Saviour
United Methodist
2537 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights
www.chsaviour.org

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010
				

LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

Divorce Hurts.

Brennan’s Colony
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designated skill, and students take academic classes
as well. An advisory committee is composed of
the districts’ superintendents. The operating costs
are weighted with funds from Perkins grants,and
tuition from Shaker Heights and Warrensville
Heights. Cleveland Heights, the receiving district,
is responsible for the initial expenses. The career
and technical programs are health services, transportation and engineering science. Each of these is
divided among the small schools at Heights High.
Legacy teaches auto, engineering and exercise
science; Mosaic teaches audio engineering and
cosmetology; and Renaissance teaches business
management and criminal justice. DiSabato proposed developing partnerships with local hospitals,
universities and businesses. He explained that the
program must be marketed, especially to middle
school students. Because enrollment has been low,
some classes have been cancelled for the year. He
said that marketing must include a new website with
Tri-Heights specifics, and that the consortium must
have strong programs, inform all eighth graders
about program availability, and provide survey
courses in tenth grade. The board said more research must be done.
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School nurse finds many Heights High students do not eat breakfast
who eat breakfast daily by 25 percent.
To help get there, a “grab and go” cart
will be stationed outside the auditorium
before school begins. The cart will offer
warm and cold breakfast items, including
yogurt, breakfast bars, cheese sticks, and
warm breakfast sandwiches on whole
grain buns.
Students will be surveyed during

breakfast foods they liked in the house;
and did not like cafeteria food.
Time and again, research has shown
that a nutritious breakfast to start the
school day benefits students. It increases their ability to focus and concentrate,
improves their performance in class,
and decreases behavior problems. It is
important that students have access to
healthy food at the start of the school
day so that they can learn and grow.
Action for Healthy Kids, a national
nonprofit that works with schools,
families and communities to help kids
be healthier and ready to learn, awarded
$1,571 to Cleveland Heights High School
to implement a health and nutrition
program this year. The grant is made
possible by Action for Healthy Kids in
partnership with Kellogg’s.
At the high school, the district’s goal
is to increase the number of students

Angee Shaker

Last year, many students visited school
nurse Chris Bell complaining of headaches and stomachaches. After listening
to them, Bell asked a simple question:
“Have you had anything to eat today?”
Many said no.
Concerned by the number of “no”
answers, she surveyed students for 67
consecutive school days to see just how
many were eating.
Of the students who spoke with her,
28 percent reported they ate breakfast
regularly; 6 percent ate sometimes; and
an alarming 66 percent did not eat at
all. The 66 percent who did not eat had
many reasons for skipping breakfast, including that they: did not like breakfast;
overslept; did not have enough time in
the morning; did not have breakfast
foods in the house, or did not have

courtesy ch-uh city school district

The Cleveland
He i g h t s - Un i versity Heights
City School District has selected
Crystal Maclin
to head Legacy
Ne w Te c h a t
Heights High as Crystal Maclin.
principal. Legacy
focuses on project-based learning, using
technology, and fostering a culture of
trust, respect, and responsibility among
students.
“Ms. Maclin is a longtime member
of our Cleveland Heights-University
Heights family, and we’re thrilled she
will return to the district to lead Legacy
New Tech,” Superintendent Doug Heuer said. “She knows the community, and
she knows our students. I’m confident
she will contribute in big, meaningful
ways here, and I look forward to all she
will accomplish in her new role.”
Maclin began work with the CHUH district in 1996 teaching pre-algebra, algebra and geometry at Monticello
Middle School, Heights High School,
PRIDE School, the Transition Program,
and Legacy New Tech. Since then, she
also served within the district as a
teacher leader, summer school principal,
program coordinator for the MASTERS
afterschool program, and as a program

Angee Shaker is director of communications for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District.

CH-UH receives grant for afterschool arts
programming
During the first hour on weekday
Jacalyn Elfvin

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District has received grant funding from the Ohio
Department of Education to pay for
an afterschool arts program for at-risk
incoming freshmen. The money, totaling
$850,000 over five years, will be used
to partner with Young Audiences of
Northeast Ohio to support the SHINE!
program.
Up to 50 ninth-grade students will
be invited to participate in SHINE!,
planned as a place to do homework,
receive extra academic support, engage
with peers, and have the opportunity to
develop strong bonds with adults in the
high school community.
SHINE! will operate four days
a week—Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 3:30–6:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. The schedule
is designed to leave two days free after
school to enable students to engage in
other activities, such as sports and clubs.

Crystal Maclin to lead Legacy
Angee Shaker

the school year as part of a continuing
effort to identify the foods they like, the
food choices they make, and how their
behavior changes as a result of eating
breakfast in the morning.

specialist for student support. For the
past two years, Maclin was principal of
Collinwood High School in the Cleveland Municipal School District.
Maclin earned both her Bachelor
of Arts in mathematics and Master of
Education in curriculum and instruction from Cleveland State University.
She earned her administrative degree
in secondary administration from the
University of Dayton in 2007.
Angee Shaker is director of communications for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District.

afternoons, students will organize into
small groups for homework completion, supported by teachers, aides and
volunteers. The second hour will include
targeted English and algebra instruction.
The final hour is for arts enrichment programming, which will be student-driven,
meaning that the students will determine
which arts they want to be involved in.
Students will be able to choose
between two arts offerings each quarter,
with resident artists provided through
Young Audiences. Saturday sessions will
consist of arts programming, lunch and
youth development activities. At the end
of each arts cycle, students will present
an event for parents, staff and community members to showcase their artwork.
For more information, contact Joe
Nohra, principal of Mosaic School at
216-320-3200 or by e-mail at J_Nohra@
chuh.org.
Jacalyn Elfvin is administrative assistant in
the office of communications and community
engagement for the CH-UH City School
District.

We are expanding in your area.
Immediate opportunities
are available.

A solid financial future begins
at the Farmers Insurance Group of
Companies. As a premier provider
of auto, home, life and business
insurance, our reputation for stability
and success has been built by a team
of professionals who make up our
organization. If you desire financial
independence, see what we have to
offer: Extensive training, financial
assistance for the first three years, and
an outstanding earning potential.

Contact Jenna Farone
440-892-6550

HigH
Keeping the heights

{on caffeine}

for over 20 years

2287 Lee road + 1854 Coventry road
www.phoenixcoffee.com
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home and garden

What can you do for your lawn after this summer?
This year’s weather has been particularly
hard on yards and gardens. Beyond the
drought and heat, lawns have suffered
from additional stresses that may cause
a slow recovery this fall. By mid-August,
some area lawns were beginning to green
and show signs of recovery. Early signs
of recovery provide a good time to
observe the extent of damage and how
much work is needed to get the lawn
back into shape.
Areas that were brown but have
begun to green again are recovering
from summer dormancy. Sections that
remain brown may have been damaged
by drought, insects, disease or other
issues. Regardless of the reason, it is
time to take advantage of the cooler, moist weather and allow newly
seeded areas to establish prior to fall
leaf drop.
Before repairing, determine if there
are any diseases or insects that continue
to cause damage. An insecticide application may be necessary, but it must be
determined if there are any surface insects, such as chinch bugs, or subsurface
insects, such as grubs. Irrigated lawns
are more likely to have grubs. Once pest
issues are identified and remedied, follow these steps to get the lawn looking
its best.
•R
 emove dead grass by thoroughly raking or de-thatching
•R
 emove or kill weeds
• Aerate in at least one direction
•C
 orrect grade issues by adding soil or
tilling high areas to fill low ones

courtesy Lawn Lad

Douglas Freer

Grubs may be the cause of brown patches in the lawn.

• Top dress bare areas with top soil
• Apply starter fertilizer with a N-PK (nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium)
ratio of 1:2:1 at a rate of one pound of
nitrogen per 1,000 square feet
• Incorporate starter fertilizer into the
loose soil if possible
• Apply grass seed mixture at a rate of
six to eight pounds per 1,000 square
feet and incorporate into the loose soil
by gently raking
• Lightly cover the seed with mulch—
either a paper pellet-type product,
peat moss or compost
After all the effort to repair a lawn,
it is important to follow up with diligent
aftercare to ensure the seed germinates
and becomes established. Water daily
using an oscillating sprinkler, preferably
in the morning. Ensure sufficient coverage around the edges and adjust the
location of the sprinkler as necessary.
It is important to water long enough
to moisten the seed and top layer of

soil but not make puddles, as this is an
indication of soil saturation.

Earthworms
Bug of the
Month

Barry Zucker

Earthworms are sometimes called the
intestines of the soil or nature’s plow.
They are the gardener’s best ally as they
literally eat their way through earth,
digesting organic matter and minerals
and transforming it into mature soil.
They also break up and aerate the earth.
Charles Darwin singled them out
as among the most important animals
in the world. They produce their weight

Fairmount Presbyterian Church

12:15

Douglas Freer is a Cleveland Heights native
and the owner of Lawn Lad Inc., which
provides residential landscape services. Find
him at 216-371-1935 or www.lawnlad.com.

in worm castings daily. They can survive
rain and frozen soil; indeed they have
even survived the Ice Age. However,
adding synthetic fertilizer or chemical
pesticides will kill them.
To get the benefit of rich earthworm castings for your garden, consider vermicomposting. You can acquire
earthworm boxes and hundreds of red
wigglers for a nominal cost, set them up
in an out-of-the-way spot, and let them
go to work for you, turning kitchen
waste into a terrific source of nutrients
and soil conditioners.
For instructions on how to build
your own vermicompost bin go to www.
rodaleinstitute.org/20040801/Grube.
Barry Zucker is executive director of
Beyond Pesticides Ohio.

Free estimates
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CELEBRATE! SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 9th
8:30
9:45
11:00

Even when the forecast calls for
rain, still plan on watering. Often showers will pass by or drop only a small
amount of water, and trees may prevent
moisture from reaching all areas of the
lawn. Water each area for 10 to 15 minutes. As the lawn establishes, transition
watering and care for the newly seeded
areas.
For complimentary watering and
care instructions, e-mail info@lawnlad.
com with “new seed lawn care” in the
subject line.

Worship in the Chapel
Church School for ALL ages
Worship in the Sanctuary

Childcare and Godly Play available
for infants through 2nd graders

BONeLLi CemeNt
CemeNt
BONeLLi

216-338-9927
216-398-9927

Concrete -- Brick
Brick && Block
Block Work
Work -Concrete

BonelliCement@gmail.com
BonelliCement@gmail.com

Basement Waterproofing
Waterproofing -- Patios
Patios -Basement

WWW.BONELLICEMENT.NET
WWW.BONELLICEMENT.NET

Porches -- Tuckpointing
Tuckpointing -- Sealcoating
Custom
Porches

Potluck Picnic
on our side lawn
Enjoy our hospitality
- just bring yourselves

Come CELEBRATE with us as we begin
another new Program Year full of opportunities to grow
in faith and respond to God’s call.

Sundays at Fairmount
Worship with communion at 8:30
Education Hour for all ages from 9:45 - 10:45

restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099

Family Worship at 11:00

With communion on the first Sunday of the month.
We are a church that welcomes children in our worship services.

Call for Fall specials . . .

Fairmount Presbyterian Church
2757 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5800
www.fairmountchurch.org
facebook.com/fairmountchurch
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mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio
rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm-1 am

class1pavers@sbcglobal.net

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers
Specializing in:

A+ rating
Ask for Gary or Mike

(216) 392-1335
16

Residential Driveways
Asphalt & Concrete
Masonry
Roofing

Sealcoating
Siding
Windows









Financing Available

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd.
www.class1pavers.com
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Falling for the arts
September is the beginning of the artful season, and the Heights overflows
with beginnings in visual arts, music
and theater.
Immerse yourself in the visual arts
on Lee Road, on Friday, Sept. 7, when
both Heights Arts and the Art Spot at
The Wine Spot open new shows with
public receptions.
Heights Arts presents Paperworks,
featuring regional artists who work
rigorously on or with paper. The show
illuminates paper as a carrier of artists’
symbols and as a medium in itself, with
processes including drawing, cutting,
collage, sculpture and pulp.
Participating artists include Shelly
DiCello, Tom Balbo, Tim Callaghan,
Laura Cooperman, Julie Friedman,
Sarah Kabot, Margaret Kimura, Michael Loderstedt, Liz Maugans, Pam
McKee, Darice Polo, Corrie Slawson,
Dan Tranberg, Achala Wali and Trudy
Wiesenberger.
The Art Spot at The Wine Spot
presents young artists in FIVE: Ash
Fiasco, Amanda Pierce, Ben Weathers,

Rachel Yurkovich and Tyler Zeleny.
Heights Arts’s popular chamber
music series, Close Encounters, begins
a new season of concerts presented in
intimate and unique venues and performed by world-class musicians who
live in Northeast Ohio. Cleveland Orchestra violinist and Close Encounters
artistic director Isabel Trautwein enlists
her colleagues and other professional
musicians to perform and to present insightful commentary on their programs.
Cleveland Orchestra members are
fiddling around in September to benefit
the ongoing programming of Close Encounters. A special concert will be presented on Friday, Sept. 21, at 7:30 p.m.,
at the Dunham Tavern Museum Barn,
by a pop-up bluegrass band known as
The Academy of Bluegrass in the Field
and consisting of orchestra members
Trina Bourne, Mark Dumm, Henry
Peyrebrune and Derek Zadinsky.
In November, Close Encounters
presents a chamber music concert
programmed by Cleveland Orchestra
violinist Sonja Braaten Molloy, who has
enlisted Christina Dahl, Mark Jacobs,
Charles Bernard, Charles Carleton and

courtesy heights arts

Peggy Spaeth

Jung Oh to perform Schumann and
Schubert with her in a private home.
How many towns the size of Cleveland Heights have two theaters? The
daring, dynamic Dobama Theatre opens
“The Motherf**ker with the Hat” on
Sept. 14. Ensemble Theatre asks you to
discover the human element with “The
Normal Heart” opening on Sept. 28.
For more details about these vibrant
arts programs in the Heights, contact:

It wasn’t supposed to last this long.
When Kathy Blackman started the
Grog Shop at age 23, she wasn’t intending to create the enduring Coventry
landmark over which she presides today.
“I had no idea that this would become
my career,” she said. “It was just a job
and something fun to do.”
Though it has moved locations and
aged 20 years, the venue is still that
“something fun” for Blackman. While
discussing its storied legacy, she sits
cross-legged, jostling one leg up and
down, and speaks in a rapid staccato.
The Grog, as it is affectionately known,
began as a bar that served food and only
occasionally booked shows.
As Blackman began to carve a niche
for the Grog, booking “a lot of punk and
hardcore” bands, it began its transition
into a full-fledged music venue. Over
time, the Grog’s offerings expanded to
other genres, including hip-hop, ska
and comedy. Blackman cites diversity
as crucial to the Grog’s success, noting,
“You have to evolve with the times and
keep it fresh.”
The Grog’s legacy will expand further in September, when it celebrates

Peggy Spaeth is executive director of Heights
Arts.

The

Tavern

Company
Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine
Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30"

Grog Shop celebrates 20 years of the offbeat
James Helmsworth

Heights Arts, 2175 Lee Road, at 216-3713457 or www.heightsarts.org; The Wine
Spot, 2271 Lee Road, at 216-342-3623;
Dobama Theatre, 2340 Lee Road, at
216-932-6838 or www.dobama.org; Ensemble Theatre, 2843 Washington Blvd
(Coventry School), at 216-321-2930 or
www.ensemble-theatre.com.

its 20th anniversary with a diverse collection of performers over two weeks.
These include bands Blackman describes
as “way too big to play here”—bands that
played the Grog early in their careers and
went on to achieve widespread success,
such as Alkaline Trio, the Melvins, and
Guided by Voices, whose September
appearance is sold out.
The celebration will also put an
emphasis on local artists—those with
experience and an established following as well as younger groups. “We’re
nostalgic,” Blackman explained, “but we
want to give back to the people who are
current and relevant, and who we hope
like to play here.”
As for the Grog Shop’s future,
beyond the 20th-anniversary blowout,
Blackman plans to expand the patio
space of the B-Side, the Grog’s adjacent
restaurant, and continue to deliver the
consistently diverse array of music for
which the Grog has become famous.
Though it is a hectic and unpredictable
business, Blackman is clearly satisfied,
and said, “I could think of worse jobs to
have.”

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer
OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30

FACEBOOK/SWEETIEFRY
YELP/SWEETIEFRY
2307 LEE ROAD • CLEVELAND HEIGHTS
OHIO 44118 • 216-932-2300

M-F Happy Hour 5–7 pm
Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm
Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs.
5–11pm Fri. and Sat.

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road,
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

James Helmswoth is student at Oberlin College and a Heights Observer intern.

Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

For more information or to schedule a tour
and classroom observation, please contact
our Admissions Office at 216-321-7571.
3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

ruffingmontessori.net

Fall Open House

Sunday, November 4, 2012

2-4 pm
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Author engineers snail’s pace to marriage
Nivi Engineer, author of The Indian Girl’s
Definitive Guide to Staying Single, dropped
by my house with her slim, sassy book. It
is available through Amazon on Kindle
for $2.99, and twice that in print form.
The cover is deep orange, and deceiving.
One might think, from a distance, that
it’s the Hindi language on it. No, that’s
a skillful designer’s illusion. Just as skillfully, the author offers tips on staying
single written in a wry style, and urges
young women to cultivate personae of
their own and resist premature marriage.
They should not blindly conform to suit
anyone else’s expectations of the perfect,
nubile Indian-American, says Engineer.
A Cleveland Heights resident
with degrees in creative writing and
computer science, Engineer has three
children and, yes, is married. She is not
anti-marriage. But the book explains
how to avoid getting hitched too soon,
and is written as a breezy how-to.
The author pulls no punches:
“Remember, you are on the market,
whether you want to be or not.” The
issues of identity revealed here are not
unlike those of other first generation
Americans, whether their forebearers
hailed from India or elsewhere. When
do we embrace the past? When do we
step back? (Full disclosure: I am the
daughter of immigrants of a different
ethnicity.) Straddling two worlds is
common, and though this book’s flavor
is Indian culture specifically, others may
certainly relate.

courtesy nivi engineer

Maria Shine Stewart

Engineer’s parents moved to the United
States after they got married in India,
and she and her sister were born here.
As she describes, her parents were
“pretty wily,” thinking of ways to keep
their potentially assimilating daughters
connected to Indian culture. From
dance lessons to days set aside to make
samosas-to-be-frozen en masse, the
daughters did not escape tradition. The
advice has a seesaw quality at times:
“Don’t do this . . . ” but then maybe “. . .
well, do some of that, if you want.” In
other words, strive for personal balance.
The cover illustration features a
westernized character with a knowing

smile to the left and more traditionally
dressed kin to the right. The pictured
groom is a mystery man; he has no
facial features. Engineer is an advocate
for, perhaps, compromise. If you must
dance, young women of Indian heritage,
“stick with group dances,” avoiding
solos that would invite close scrutiny.
Don’t dress traditionally, which might
thrill potential mothers-in-law. Don’t
become an expert in traditional cuisine,
but don’t be ignorant of it either. Engineer’s advice even extends to spiritual
life and Web presence.
With 11 chapters in 88 pages, this
book is a quick read. Don’t gobble it
without pausing to reflect on your own
cultural norms, and those traditions
you retained or discarded. “Who am I?”
and “Who am I becoming?” are always
worthwhile questions, especially in the
vast U.S. expanse of cultures.

A tip for future editions: A glossary could help readers grasp insiders’
language quickly.
A friend of mine recently became
enamored of The Rules, written by dating coaches about what female dating
behaviors are most enticing to men.
My own advice, “just be yourself,” is
not what she wanted to hear. “Be your
best self on your own terms” might be
the message of Engineer’s humor-laced
social commentary. Living with a foot in
two worlds demands flexibility. And that
is indeed what it takes to live a satisfying
life, married or not.
Maria Shine Stewart is a writing teacher
and teaching writer who attended school
in the Heights. She owns Shine Writing
Services, offering a wide variety of writing,
editing, and tutoring services to experienced
and new speakers of English.

Apollo’s Fire announces 21st season
Yelena Tischenko

Apollo’s Fire, the Cleveland Baroque
Orchestra, announces its 21st season
under Jeannette Sorrell, music director.
The season includes seven Cleveland
productions as well as tour engagements
throughout North America.
The season begins in October, with
Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos 1, 2 and 5. In
December, the group will present two
holiday programs, as well as Handel’s
Messiah.
January through March, Apollo’s
Fire presents two intimate chamber
music programs, part of “The ‘Fireside’
Evenings—Concerts, Coffee & Conversation.” These are 90-minute programs,
followed by hot cider, coffee and conversation with the artists.
The 2012–13 season ends with Mozart & Papa Haydn, April 25–28, featuring
Haydn’s Tragic Symphony and Mozart’s
early operas, with arias performed by

soprano Amanda Forsythe.
Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos 1, 2 and
5 will be performed Friday, Oct. 12 and
Saturday, Oct. 13 at 8 p.m. at Fairmount
Presbyterian Church in Cleveland
Heights.
Passacaglia: Laments, Madrigals &
Dances from Moteverdi & Charpentier
will be performed Saturday, Nov. 3 at 8
p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Cleveland Heights.
Visit www.apollosfire.org for a complete performance schedule for the
upcoming season, or call 216-320-0012
for information.
Subscription packages are on sale
now for the 2012–13 season, and include
ticket discounts of up to 25 percent.
Single tickets are available for purchase
online beginning Sept. 17.
Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in
magazine journalism at Kent State University and a Heights Observer intern.

Stop by

Eclectic, Stylish, Delightful

Earn a Bachelor’s Degree in
Social Work at UA Lakewood.

Tuesday 11 - 6
Wednesday 11 - 6
Thursday 11 - 6
Friday 11 - 7
Saturday 11 - 6

Great New Fall Merchandise!

2254 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

(216) 321-1296

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

You can start your journey toward a bachelor’s degree
in social work at UA Lakewood – or complete your
studies if you already have an associate’s degree.

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Japanese and Malaysian
Restaurant

REGISTER NOW!
Call 216-221-1141 for an appointment with an adviser.
Visit lakewood.uakron.edu for course listings.

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of the historic Bailey Building
at 14725 Detroit Ave. in the heart of Downtown Lakewood.
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Howson Gallery features paper and book artists
The Howson Gallery at Judson Park
presents “Marking Time and Mapping
the Spirit: Two Artists of the Natural
World,” Sept. 21–Oct. 28. The show features the work of internationally known
papermaking and book artists Susan
Gaylord and India Flint. The opening
reception is Friday, Sept. 21 at 4:30
p.m. The Howson Gallery is located
at Judson Park retirement community,
1801 Chestnut Hills Drive, in Cleveland
Heights.
For information and gallery hours,
call 216-791-2885.
Susan Kapuscinski Gaylord, book
artist, has been working as a visual artist
since the late 1970s. She is best known
for the Spirit Book Series, and her website, www.makingbooks.com. She blogs at
www.susangaylord.com, and teaches and
lectures about book arts. Her work is in
the library collections of the Museum of
Modern Art, the University of Arizona,

courtesy howson gallery

Rob Lucarelli

Spirit Book 35 by Susan Gaylord.

Wellesley College and Yale University.
India Flint, textile artist and dye developer, completed an M.A. in visual arts
from the University of South Australia,
researching eucalyptus dyes for textiles.
She is the author of three books, and

her work is represented in museum collections in Europe and Australia. Flint
always travels with a small cauldron and
large pockets, collecting windfalls and
dyeing cloth as she wanders. For more
information, visit her website www.

indiaflint.com.
The Howson Gallery show is presented in conjunction with Watermarks
2012, an international papermaking
conference hosted in Cleveland, Oct.
17–20, by the Morgan Art of Papermaking Conservatory and Educational
Foundation. More than 300 artists, arts
administrators and educators, many of
whom are members of the International
Association of Hand Papermakers and
Artists (IAPMA) and the Friends
of Dard Hunter, will convene at the
Morgan Conservatory for this four-day
educational event.
In addition to the Watermarks
conference, the public may also enjoy
the annual Octavofest, a series of events
throughout the month of October that
celebrate the book and paper arts. For
information about the conference, visit
www.morganconservatory.org.
Rob Lucarelli is director of communications
for Judson Services Inc.

Ensemble Theatre announces its fall-winter season
Jewel Moulthrop

The stage may be dark, but the Ensemble
Theatre company is busily preparing for
its 2012–13 season—its 33rd consecutive
season performing for Cleveland audiences, and the 2nd season in its new
home in the former Coventry School.
As in previous years, Celeste Cosentino, Ensemble’s artistic director, has
chosen plays that explore the fundamentals of the human experience.
The upcoming season begins on
Friday, Sept. 28 with “The Normal Heart”
by Larry Kramer. Winner of several Tony
awards, “The Normal Heart” unfolds like
a political thriller as a tight-knit group of
friends refuses to let doctors, politicians,
and the media hide the truth about the
AIDS epidemic behind a wall of silence.
More than 25 years after it was written, this unflinching and unforgettable
look at the sexual politics of New York
City during this health crisis remain a
powerful evening of live theater. “The
Normal Heart” runs through Oct. 21.
The unexpectedly funny “Miracle
and Wonder” heralds the holiday season. Opening on Nov. 15, “Miracle and
Wonder” will be a world premiere. The
play is about an obsessive-compulsive
kindergarten teacher who receives some
disturbing news. This may not sound
funny, but then local playwright Jonathan
Wilhelm throws in some Bette Davis

Iceman Cometh,” currently playing a
sold-out run at the Goodman Theatre in
Chicago. This epic play brings the audience into Harry Hope’s saloon, where
a ragtag band of drunks and dreamers awaits the arrival of Hickey, the
charismatic traveling salesman whose
presence always means a good time. But
when a newly sober Hickey comes on
the scene, and attempts to fix the lives
of his old drinking buddies, the results
are at once comic and heartbreaking,

movies, mistaken identities, Midrashic
parables, and why Jesus is having a really
bad day . . . and the laughs are sure to
follow. The play runs through Dec. 2.
For its third production of the season, Ensemble will present to Cleveland
audiences the masterful work of Charles
Smith, recipient of the 2004 Jeff Award
for Best New Work. This season’s production of Smith’s “The Gospel According to James” is set in 1930 and based on
real events. James Cameron and Mary
Ball emerge as the sole survivors of
racial crimes in Marion, Ind. Teenagers
when the crimes occurred, they recall
those events and discover that their
remembrances of that day differ, even
though their experiences were the same.
“Gospel” opens Jan. 25 and runs through
Feb. 17.
Celebrating a successful inaugural
year in 2012, and entering into its second
season, The Colombi New Plays Festival
will again offer an opportunity for local
playwrights to see their work produced.
From scripts developed in Ensemble’s
Stage Wrights workshop, which meets
weekly, three plays are chosen for production. They will run from March 7
through March 24. The scripts have been
selected and will be announced in the
next few weeks—stay tuned.
To conclude its ambitious 2012–13
season, Ensemble will present Eugene
O’Neill’s great American classic, “The

and threaten to shatter the illusions that
fuel their lives.
For more information about Ensemble’s forthcoming season, and to
purchase tickets, call the box office
at 216-321-2930 or visit www.ensembletheatre.org.
Jewel Moulthrop, Cleveland Heights resident,
is a member of the FutureHeights Board of
Directors and a frequent contributor to the
Heights Observer.

Do what
you love

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

CIA’s Continuing Education program includes a wide range of
courses in art and design taught by accomplished faculty, in a
dynamic, friendly and well-equipped learning environment.

1164 Plainfield, South Euclid
Heated Greenhouse Attached to Kitchen!

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged
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Social Room is popular place to socialize on Lee Road
The Social Room on Lee Road is a place
where people can mingle and have a
great time without breaking the bank.
Jim Grenwis and his wife, Jennifer Babcox Grenwis, both Cleveland
Heights High School graduates, bought
the former Kobalt bar last March. “We
kept the name Kobalt for a year and
then we switched it,” Grenwis said. “We
renamed it The Social Room because it’s
the name of a room in the high school,
so we decided to keep it close to home.”
The Social Room aims to offer an
assortment of beverages at affordable
prices. “We like to focus on our draft
beer selection,” Babcox Grenwis said.
“We’ve been able to double it in size
since we bought the bar.”
In addition to its draft beer, customers also enjoy the bar’s patio and live
music. Theme nights are popular at The
Social Room, with open mic on Monday nights and karaoke on Wednesday
nights.
The bar hosts special events, such
as Halloween and New Year’s Eve parties. Perhaps the most unique event,
the one-year anniversary party, featured
the unveiling of the new name. Future
events at The Social Room will include
more live music and fundraisers.
“When our clients enjoy their time,
we know we must be doing something
right,” Babcox Grenwis said.
The couple doesn’t do a lot of advertising. Instead, they have a Facebook
page with over 1,000 friends. “If we have
local bands, they promote us and we
drop off fliers all around town,” Grenwis
said. “We also changed up the outside
so it’s a little more obvious that there
is a bar here. Bands find us and we find
them sometimes. Mostly they approach
us and want to play.”
A Kent State University graduate,
Grenwis owned other businesses before
buying the bar. He noted that while it
may be exciting, operating a business is
also challenging. “The bar business is
not easy to run. There’s always something little that pops up and adds stress,”

Grenwis said. “The ice machines, the
coolers, there’s always something breaking. There’s always something you’re
spending money on, that’s for sure.”
“I don’t think the economy impacted us that much,” Grenwis said.
“We’ve been pretty steady, thankfully.
The people and the bartenders are the
best part [about our business]. Our
bartenders are awesome, they help feed
into the party. You never know what
you’re going to get from each bartender.
They each bring something positive and
I’m very thankful for them.”
“It’s been learning the ropes, meeting locals, and, since we didn’t want to
change anything that was already built,
adding our own touch,” Babcox Grenwis
said. “We try to embrace the people
who come here and enjoy it. We try to
get new people in here and get them to
come back, and it’s been working.”
“We have a pretty relaxed, chill and
laid-back atmosphere here,” said the
owners. “Some people will always call it
Kobalt, but call it whatever you want,
just come in!”

The Social Room
216-321-0736
2261 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
Mon.-Sat. 4 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.
Sun. 7 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. (during Browns
season, open 1/2 hour before game time)

Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in
magazine journalism at Kent State University and a Heights Observer intern.

Jennifer Babcox Grenwis and Jim Grenwis, owners of The Social Room.

spyngaFlows expands, promises to remain different
time she drove through the Coventry
neighborhood. After that, “everything
just fell into place,” she added.
As a master Spynga franchisee,
Adams prides herself on operating a
diverse, inclusive and friendly studio.
Classes at spyngaFlows attract a wide
range of ages, from college students to
the retired, and a variety of skill levels.
Most classes are 50 minutes long, with
25 minutes on the stationary bike and
25 minutes of yoga.
Said Adams, “Typically we have
someone who’s really practiced in yoga,
but they’ve never been on a bike before
. . . and vice versa.” To accommodate the
gaps in experience, as well as to prevent
injury and maximize the efficiency of
each workout, Adams caps enrollment
in each class at 12 people.
With her commitment to small
classes, and the studio’s popularity,
Adams is planning some major changes
this fall. First, spyngaFlows is expanding
its physical space by moving across the
hall at 1846 Coventry Road, the building
where the studio is located.
Adams is also adding a teaching

James Helmswoth

When Carina Adams found herself unable to reach her knees, she knew that
something was wrong. Once an avid
cyclist, her passion was leaving her stiff
and at risk of injury.
Turning to yoga as a remedy, Adams quickly discovered that the two
activities complement each other nicely.
Cycling offers an intense cardiovascular
workout, while yoga provides an opportunity to increase flexibility.
Inspired to learn more, Adams traveled to Toronto to study with the founders of Spynga, the cycling and yoga chain
to which she now belongs. Adams said
that she found her studio space the first

Discover the freedom
of better health...naturally.
Call for a free, individualized
homeopathic consultation.

HEIGHTS

Family Health

216.370.3605
heightsfamilyhealth.com

school. She hopes to retain some of her
students as employees.
Finding instructors who are qualified to teach both yoga and cycling is difficult. “Most yogis stay off of their bikes
because it makes the body tighter,” she
explained. The teaching school should
also enable Adams to provide a diverse
array of classes.
In addition to her standard yoga
and cycling classes, Adams offers classes
for kids, and post- and prenatal “boot
camp” classes. She provides cycling
and yoga expertise to sports teams as a
trainer, working with, most notably, the
Cleveland Cavaliers.
Between working at spyngaFlows
and raising three children, Adams finds
the time to offer her fitness expertise
outside of her studio. She leads bike
tours of the Chagrin Valley, where she
lives, and occasionally conducts free
yoga sessions in neighborhood parks.
For more information about spyngaFlows classes, call 216-965-0310.
James Helmswoth is student at Oberlin College and a Heights Observer intern.

• WIPER BLADES
(standard sizes)
Buy one, get one FREE (save $11)
With this ad and 3 cans of soup,
stew, or pasta (for Our Lady of
Peace Food Pantry)
Offer expires 9/28/12

12916 Larchmere Blvd
Cleveland OH 44120
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J. Taylor Boutique opens on Lee Road
Yelena Tischenko

J. Taylor Boutique
216-338-7566
2207 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
Mon.–Thurs. 11:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Fri. 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Yelena Tischenko

J. Taylor Boutique, at 2207 Lee Road,
celebrated its grand opening on Aug. 10.
The event featured a fashion show,
with models showcasing the clothing
sold in the store.
“I’ve wanted to open my own boutique since I was in ninth grade,” said
owner Janel Taylor. “My teacher made
us make coil baskets and I made mine
into a purse. She loved the purse so
much that she told me she would make
me an outfit for the fashion show. I was
really interested in how she was doing
it, and since I’m good with my hands,
I took over and ended up making the
dress myself.”
Taylor enjoys making prom dresses
and doing alterations. Her shop features
a mix of new and vintage clothing, some
of which Taylor makes or alters herself.
Taylor graduated from Michigan
State University with a degree in apparel and textile design. She moved to
Cleveland Heights a year ago to decide
what she wanted to do.
“I was driving down the street one
day and I saw this spot available and I
really wanted to open up a shop there,”

J. Taylor Boutique owner, Janel Taylor, at the store’s grand opening fashion show

Taylor said. “I just went for it! I’ve been
writing things down in my journal on

ideas for my boutique. I had all these
notes composed and then I just started

New patio for Bodega on Coventry
Bodega on Coventry isn’t a topless bar.
It’s a tapas bar.
“At first, no one even knew what
tapas were,” said head chef and owner
Said Ouaddaadaa. “Actually, when we
were saying tapas, everyone was thinking ‘oh, they’re opening a topless bar!’
We brought in something that Coventry
didn’t have.”
Ouaddaadaa, who has been in the
restaurant business for 23 years, grew up
in Coventry and always wanted to open
a restaurant on the street.
“Four and a half years ago, my dream
came true and I opened up. It took me
a year to build Bodega. It was just four
walls, and that was it. I had nothing to
work with,” he joked. “I’ve been doing
this for years, so I knew what I was
getting myself into. I didn’t come here
to shut down, I came here to get better
and grow bigger.”
Ouaddaadaa, who also owned
Menu 6 in Larchmere, said some people
thought he was crazy for opening on
Coventry, and that he would forget

Yelena Tischenko

Yelena Tischenko

Owner and head chef Said Ouaddaadaa on the
new patio.

Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in
magazine journalism at Kent State University and a Heights Observer intern.
know things are getting taken care of.”
Bodega offers happy hour Monday
through Friday, and Tuesday Tapas,
where tapas are 50 percent off. The bar
offers more than 50 varieties of martinis.
“We also have live music and we
support local musicians and bands. It’s
a nice vibe that many of our customers enjoy,” he said. “We’re working on
opening an oyster bar. We have it every
Thursday for now, and we’re working to
build a permanent one.”
“I absolutely love running my own
business and wouldn’t trade it for anything else,” Ouaddaadaa said. “That’s
why I work so many hours—I enjoy
what I do. If you don’t like what you’re
doing, you’re not going to spend 15 hours
a day doing it. It’s something that I
love.”
Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in
magazine journalism at Kent State University and a Heights Observer intern.
Bodega
216-932-3060
1854 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights
Mon.-Sun. 4 p.m. to 2 a.m.
www.bodegacoventry.com

St. Alban-Agape
An Episcopal & Campus Community

Now recruiting for (FREE) training:
Basic Machining • Industrial Maintenance
Welding • STNA Plus • Medical Office

With the right training finding a job is easy
1. Free training & support
2. Get a job
3. Turn it into a career

Worship

Neighbor Day Festival: Sept. 8-10

Wednesday Monastics

Bodwin Theater’s “A Man for All Seasons”

7am - Morning Chant with Eucharist

(no tickets; freewill offering welcome)

6pm - Agape Community Meal

Conversation about the play 45 min. before showtime

(students welcome!)

216-696-7311 or ccinfo@waneo.org
Apply online at www.waneo.org
*Must have high school diploma/GED, be drug free, and pass interview.
Spots are limited and filled at random.
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about his other clients.
“I’ve built up clientele over the
years,” he said. “Without my regulars, I
probably wouldn’t exist. When I moved
to Coventry, everyone thought I was
catering to the Coventry crowd and the
sports bars, but I had my own plan, and
my clientele followed me.”
To cater to those who enjoy being outdoors in the summer, Bodega
recently added a new patio.
“I do really well in the winter, but in
the summer, my business dropped without a patio,” Ouaddaadaa said. “I knew
I needed it, but I had to go through
the city first. It was quite a ride, but we
finally got it open, and business picked
up about 25 percent.”
Ouaddaadaa is not only the owner
and head chef, he is also general manager
and (sometimes) disc jockey.
“It’s a one-owner operation, and
that way you know things are going to
work out the way you want them to,” he
said. “I’m here, I’m hands on and I run
my own place. I put in a lot of hours,
15 hours a day, seven days a week. It’s
challenging, but at the same time, you

taking the necessary steps to make it
happen.”
In researching how to open her boutique, Taylor said, “I talked to people
who owned retail businesses. From that
point, I just did it.”
Taylor explained, “The concept
behind the store is to give it a boutique
feel, so customers can be comfortable.
We offer something to drink and have
a relaxing area where they can sit down
and think about what to purchase.
Sometimes just sitting down for a minute while shopping is nice.”
Taylor summed up her approach, “I
want my customers to feel comfortable,
relaxed and not rushed. My goal is to
provide great customer service.”
“My next step is to push the business at this location and to go online,”
Taylor said. “The site has been under
construction but we’re really trying to
get a lot of traffic. I’m going to have an
online store.”
For more information, visit www.
janeltaylor.com or call 216-338-7566.

Student & Community Yard Sale

Sunday Gatherings

Sat: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

8am - Morning Taize Prayer

For space to sell your stuff, call 440-477-7255

9am - Conversations on Faith

Transformational Art Center “HeArt of the Street”

10am - Community Eucharist

project Sat: 9 a.m.-noon
Sunday Eucharist: 10 a.m. All are welcome

2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard, Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

Program of

			

Fri & Sat: 7 p.m. / Sun: 4 p.m.

7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

www.saintalbanchurch.org
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Revive boutique offers unique handcrafted items
Six years ago, Lisa Dunn merged her
separate career paths in retail, fair trade
and human rights advocacy and opened
the Revive Fair Trade boutique on Lee
Road. “The goal of the store is to sell
products that are handcrafted by artisans
around the world and to give them a platform to retail their products,” said Dunn,
a 10-year resident of Cleveland Heights.
Dunn had wanted to open her own
store for as long as she could remember.
“I’ve always had an entrepreneurial
spirit and wanted to have my own boutique,” she said. “Once I got into retail,
I started to wonder if I could do it in an
ethical manner. When I realized there
was an opportunity to sell products that
people can believe in and make a positive difference, it was like the floodgates
opened. I was very focused on making
it happen with limited resources.”
It wasn’t an easy process to open
Revive’s doors. Dunn had to identify
which groups she wanted to source from
and the product mix that would appeal
to her customers.
“I based [those decisions] on my
past experience in the fashion industry
and knowledge of the fair trade wholesale world,” Dunn said. “I really knew
all of the fair trade groups that were out
there and readily available, so I was able
to determine which would be the best
products to sell.”
Her next step was to secure financing. She and her husband worked fulltime while they spent about two months

Yelena Tischenko

Yelena Tischenko

Lisa Dunn (L), owner of Revive on Lee Road and employee Emily Sattin.

renovating the store. Family and friends
helped, too.
“When you have a community of
friends and family who believe wholeheartedly in the same mission as you do,
it’s hard to stop it,” she said. “It’s a force
and the reason we were able to get off our
feet and get the store up and running.”
Dunn began to feel the economic
stress of the recession in 2008. Inspired
by artisans’ dedication, work ethic and
hope, she never gave up her own hope

Revive
216-371-2778
2248 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
www.revivestore.com

to keep pushing through the recession.
“We made the decision to stick it
out through the tough economy because
we believed so much in what we’re doing
and the mission of the store,” she said.

“We believe that there’s a wonderful
dynamic here between clients who
greatly appreciate the product mix and
the ethical sourcing of products.”
To help get through the tough
economy, Dunn opened a second store
in Legacy Village in the fall of 2008.
“We gained a lot of new customers and
we were able to put fair trade even more
on the map,” she said. “It’s been great to
have two locations that can complement
each other.”
Dunn’s Cleveland Heights customers helped the most. “They’re very loyal
and I feel the mission of the store means
a lot to them. [This] is a wonderful
community that supports independent
businesses and has a mix of cultures and
global awareness,” she said.
Revive offers hand-knit organic
cotton sweaters and items made from
recycled materials, such as wallets made
from recycled newspaper with unique
text, making them one-of-a-kind pieces.
Dunn believes all the items she sells
are unique “by nature because they’re
handcrafted, not mass produced, so
you can’t find them in every store you
go into.”
She warns hopeful entrepreneurs
that they will have to face possible 100hour work weeks when opening a business. Even so, she still loves her work.
“It’s what I love to do, so it doesn’t feel
like work,” Dunn said.
Yelena Tischenko is a senior majoring in
magazine journalism at Kent State University and a Heights Observer intern.

classified ads

Always Buying Always
PayingBuying
Cash

PC EXPERT
Computer Sales & Repair
Virus Removal• Data Recovery
System Restore • More

We are so nice to come home to.

INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING
Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

CORPORATE HOUSING ● BED & BREAKFAST

(440) 209-1104

Ravshalum@gmail.com

2450 Derbyshire Road ● Cleveland Heights
216.321.5400 • www.thealcazar.com

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off

5545 Wilson Mills Road #104 Highland Heights, OH 44143

Certified Arborist

Don’t throw it away!
Fix it! Fit it!

Fully insured

1820 Coventry Rd.

216-904-1786

springthedragon1@gmail.com

Buy Local First!

Ardmore Tree Service

SEW WHAT?

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Heights Observer September 1, 2012

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS
Buying anything unusual

216-321-2665

(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art)

Member National Arborist Association

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Used Book Exchange
Bring us your used books!

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

Three Floors of
New & Used Books & Magazines

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer

(216) 486-5551

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com

Amy R. Roth & Co.

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Paying Cash

MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES

Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures

***BOOKS ON COVENTRY***

Zippers replaced, clothes altered,
Pants hemmed, clothes mended.

Complete Tree Service
Year-round

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Unity Center of the Heights

Children’s Sewing Classes Age
9 and Up

2653 S. Taylor Rd. (off Fairmount)
www.unitycenteronline.org/
216-321-7566

Small groups
Individual attention
On-going summer classes
Pattern reading, basic machine skills,
clothing construction, and more...

Bookstore

Sat-Sun 10-2 & Tues Thurs 4-7
Spiritual & Metaphysical books,
audio CDs, DVDs, music CDs,
cards, art, jewelry, & more

Barbara Seidel
216.371.3333
baseidel@gmail.com

Large Inventory! Low Prices!
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OFFICE

SPACE

AVAILABLE

The Waterstone

Professional Building

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid

Professional & Medical
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi
Security
Call 216-381-6570
www.waterstonecompany.com
www.heightsobserver.org

heights
community
businesses
news

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month
INSTANT QUOTE
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE
AUTO /SR22/CAR/MOTORCYCLE
BOAT/HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS
BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL
$35/mo LIABILITY
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE

www.ohioinsurancequote.net
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc.

2565 Noble Road

(216) 691-9227

AMISHBEST CONSTRUCTION
1. GARAGE 4. RM ADDITION

TOP-SELLING HEIGHTS REALTORS

MIKE & EILEEN
McKEON

 BR -FR- BATH
Fr $9895
2 KITCHEN-BATH  Add BR-BATH in
Basement -Attic
Renovation
fr $3575 5. Complete

216/233-6726

3.

eileenmckeon@howardhanna.com
TheMcKeonGroup.com

PROOFING



SHOP LOCAL—HIRE A HEIGHTS AGENT

Buyers

Sellers

www.skettleelectric.com

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE
Kitchen Remodels • Electrical
House Painting • Plumbing
Gutters • Housing Violations

MayCourt Apartments

Call John at (216) 299-0000

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972
www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,
General Motors and Honda

(216) 371-2354

1830 Lee Road, CH

Good Credit—Good Terms

Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906
2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30

EDUCAT IN G THE HE IGHTS SIN C E 19 88

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

SEE US ON ANGIES LIST:
WWW.PROMARKPAVING.NET
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Fun & Friendly to Work With
(next to Burger King)

216.321.1400

info@heretoservetravel.com

(Above Starbucks)

“An agency driven by customer satisfaction”

Tim Weeks

EDWARDS PAINTING
& HOME SERVICES
Interior/Exterior
Power washing
and restoration
Housing violations

OIL, LUBE &
FILTER SPECIAL
only $25.95
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection

216-780-2455

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 10/31/12

Member of the community for more than 40 years!

(216) 773-4096
Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

roberte1964@att.net

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS
HOME REPAIR
Renovations • Remodeling
Room Additions • Attics • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Basements
Older Home Specialist
An Experienced Home Renovation Company

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

www.simplesolutionshr.com

216-280-3765

Lords Home
Improvements LLC
Kitchens*Bathrooms*Basements*Vinyl
Siding*Carpeting*Electrical*Plumbing

Phone: 440-666-0011

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

216 -323- 4483

FREE ESTIMATES!

Good Neighbor, Good Advice

14077 Cedar Road

KITCHENS * BATHROOMS
DECKS * HANDYMAN
HOME VIOLATIONS
WINDOW REPAIR AND
REPLACEMENT
PAINTING * DRYWALL

BR -- Bath

216-249-4507

10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

(216) 229-2100 #4

HEIGHTS HOME
REPAIR & REMODELING

 CARPENTRY  Attic-Basement
 ALL CITY VIOLATIONS
 New GARAGE from - $9850

ASPHALT PAVING &
SEAL COATING

9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

Leisure Travel • Corporate
Groups • Honeymoons
Limo Service

(216) 691-3950

 NEW GARAGE
WATERPROFING
KITCHEN-BATH
 RM Addition

PROMARK

SATURDAY

Individual, Couple
and Group
Psychotherapy

1503 Warrensville Center Road

AMISH CREWS FOR LESS

 ROOFING
 SIDING
 CONCRETE
 MASONRY

9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM

SUNDAY

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts.
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls.,
Balcony, and Parking Included
Central Laundry Room

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager

MONDAY–
FRIDAY

ALL CITY VIOLATIONS

Of

“Classic 1920’s Feel”

“You name it, we can do it.”

216-291-1111

FORECLOSED HOMES

12417 Cedar Road, Suites 21-24
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106

216.904.8500

$550 - $700

1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD

John R. O’Connor, LISW
Clinical Social Worker
D. L. Dunkle & Associates

Small restaurant business in
Cleveland Heights seeks
worker with solid kitchen
experience. 30 – 40 hours
per week. Hourly pay plus
tips. Inquire at

Heights Based

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

REHAB OF

216-323-0916

Investors

HELP WANTED

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

WATER

CEDAR CENTER
HARDWARE

www.facebook.com/heightshardware

www.lordshomeimprovements.com
Mention Ad to Receive:
$100 off $1,000
$500 off $5,000
$1,000 off $10,000

Social Media Training for Grown-Ups

CRAFTMASTER
Slate & Tile
Roof Restoration

Don’t Get Left Behind! | Learn Essential Skills in 90 Minutes
Classes offer a basic overview –
in a fun and supportive
environment -- about how to
participate in social media or
merely become an
informed spectator.

Slate & Tile Replacement
Flashings & Copper Work
Flat Roofs
Gutter Cleaning & Repair

Classroom at
YWCA Greater Cleveland
4019 Prospect Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44103
Ample Free Parking

(440) 223-6955
CRAFTMASTERLLC.COM

Sign Up Now |Sept. 13 or Sept. 18 | $50
http://yourstorysocial/eventbrite.com
Sign up for one class or choose all three. Each class takes place on Sept. 13 and repeats on Sept. 18.

Social Media for Beginners 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
LinkedIn for Business - 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Twitter for Beginners - 3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Sponsored by:

Fully insured. Free Estimate & References.

			

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Fax: 330-931-3827
Lordshomeimprovements@gmail.com
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heights businesses

Familiar faces and a dream come true at New Heights Grill
New Heights Grill
216-371-3138

If you claim longtime Heights residency
or have, through the years, found reasons to keep coming back, you may
not know Kim Kral and Adam Faller
by name. But if either of them were
standing in front of you, you’d be hard
pressed not to say to yourself, “Oh yeah,
they look really familiar.”
That’s because, between the two
of them, they’ve logged upwards of 50
years of combined experience in the
restaurant business. What is more remarkable is that all of it has been spent
working in the Heights.
“I’ve pretty much lived on Corydon
Road since 1968,” said Kral. “I just like
the community, and St. Ann’s is really a
big part of that. I have a great following of teachers who followed me from
different locations. Kral inadvertently
dated herself in referencing what is
now known as Communion of Saints,
no longer St. Ann’s. Call it longevity.
Late last year, the two restauranteurs—who have been an item for
well over a decade, ever since meeting
while working at the Colony—teamed
up with Kral’s son, Bobby, to open the
New Heights Grill. One of Cleveland
Heights’s newest restaurants, it opened
late last year in the space formerly occupied by Ariyoshi.
For Kral and Faller, it’s the realization of a dream after years of cutting
their teeth in the business. “It’s different
when you’re doing it for yourself,” said

2206 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Sun. 12 noon to 10 p.m.
www.newheightsgrill.com

richard stewart

Richard Stewart

Heights Grill owners Kim Kral and Adam Faller, with Kim’s son Bobby (back).

golden mozzarella,” added Faller.
Kevin Nixon, general manager, and
John Petras, kitchen manager, round out
the leadership team and are dedicated
to making it all work for the long term.
Kral placed great faith in their Lee
Road location and feels like her combined 28 years spent working within a
three-block radius on the street will pay
dividends.
“I love the idea of being on Lee

Faller. “I feel like I have more responsibility, and when I’m not here, I feel like
I need to be here. And I want to be here.
It’s kind of what we know.”
The fare is what one might expect
from a bar, but with an emphasis on
freshness. “It’s bar food,” said Kral, ”but
it’s also handmade. We make our own
burgers. It’s fresh ground beef; we don’t
freeze it. Same goes for the chicken
tenders, our deep-fried pickles and the

Road.” said Kral. “I‘m a talker and I like
to meet people and chat. There’s great
support from the people who followed
me. It’s touching. People come in and
they shout ‘I found you! I’ve been looking for you.’ People are genuinely happy
that we got to do what we do because
they know how hard we’ve worked.”
Perhaps what the owners value most
is their ability to do business and give
back to the community it knows and
loves. “We sponsored two children in
the Cleveland Heights summer soccer
program,” said Faller. “We’re trying to
do a lot of things like that. It brings
more families into the restaurant and I
believe that if we’re making money in
the community, we should be putting
money back into the community.”
Faller’s feelings of entrenchment in
the Heights community far outweigh his
desire to abandon the area for what some
may consider greener pastures. “We
wanted to be in the area . . . just growing
up here. If we make good money here,
we’re going to stay. I’m going to keep our
house in Cleveland Heights.”
Richard Stewart is the owner of Digizoom
Media and a member of the FutureHeights
Board of Directors.

$149

Per Month
2012 Accord LX Sedan

For well qualified lessees. 36 month lease $2,706 due at signing, plus tax,
tag and $250 doc fee. Security deposit waived with approved credit. All
leases through AHFG with no security deposit required with approved
credit. Automatic transmission.

Noah Daniel (216) 548-9995

NoahDaniel@MotorcarsHonda.com
Heights Observer September 1, 2012
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