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CH-UH district and JCU partner in early 
college program for Heights High students

John Day (left), provost and academic vice president of John Carroll University, and Doug Heuer, CH-
UH superintendent.

Joy Henderson and Angee Shaker

This school year, 49 students in the class 
of 2016 are enrolled in Heights High’s 
R.E.A.L. Early College small school. 
The students may earn up to two years 
of college credit through Early Col-
lege, a new collaborative program from 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District and John Carroll 
University (JCU).
 The program is an opportunity for 
CH-UH students to attend classes on 
the John Carroll University campus.
 If students demonstrate a mastery 
of their first two years of concentrated 
high school coursework, they are eligible 
to enroll in courses at JCU during their 
junior and senior years. Upperclassmen 
participating in the program will also 
enroll in high school electives at Heights 
High to ensure they still receive a high 
school experience.
 “This partnership with JCU will 
expose Early College students to a 
real college setting and college-level 
academics. It will build their con-
fidence and make higher education 
affordable, a reality some didn’t think 
possible,” said Marc Aden, R.E.A.L. 

Early College principal. “Successful 
participation in the Early College high 
school experience will also significantly 
increase our students’ opportunities 
to complete their bachelor degree 
program after their completion of high 
school.”  
 All JCU classes will be taken at 
the university with support provided 
by  Heights High and JCU. The credits 
earned are considered JCU credits, and 
are eligible for transfer consideration as 

governed by each college and university 
that students apply to for admission.
 “To participate in the Early Col-
lege program, students follow the same 
selection procedure that other eighth 
grade students follow. They listen to 
presentations from the small school 
principals,” said Aden. “Students and 
families are given time to discuss the 
selection of a small school so that 
students make a meaningful, informed 

continued on page 3

continued on page 4

CH police arrest 
suspect in Lee Road 
break-ins

Deanna Bremer Fisher 

For several months, business owners in 
the Cedar Lee Business District have 
been victims of a series of overnight 
break-ins and burglaries—often involv-
ing smashed storefront windows and 
resulting in thousands of dollars in 
property damage.
 On Sept. 20, the Cleveland Heights 
Police Department (CHPD) announced 
it had arrested 60-year-old Michael 
Moore, a resident of Cleveland Heights, 
in connection with those break-ins. 
According to Deputy Chief of Police 
Brad Sudyk, the police department has 
tied Moore to three of the 10 break-ins 
that occurred at Lee Road businesses, 
and is continuing to investigate a pos-
sible connection to the others and to 
similar break-ins in other city business 
districts.
 “He’s a career criminal,” Sudyk said, 
“and likely would have continued to 
break into businesses if we hadn’t caught 
him. [The perpetrator] was causing a lot 
of property damage. When we have a 
problem like that in the area, we know 
we need to catch him.”
 According to Sudyk, Moore—who 
also is wanted in Maryland for alleged 
burglary—is in county jail under a 
$50,000 bond.
 Sudyk said the CHPD increased 
surveillance on Lee Road and used 
footage from the newly installed video 

continued on page 4

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Greater Cleveland Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) broke ground on a new 
Cedar-University Red Line Rapid Sta-
tion on Sept. 19. The station will replace 
the existing station at the bottom of Ce-
dar Hill, making it fully compliant with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act.
 The existing station was con-
structed in 1956, although the tunnel, 
platform and stairs were built in 1929. 
RTA upgraded the station in 2001 to 
meet minimum ADA requirements, but 
the station remains substandard and continued on page 9

unappealing. Pedestrians transferring 
from bus to train or walking to their 
final destination must cross vast areas 
of pavement.
 “This is the same station I used 
when I took the RTA to high school,” 
said Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed 
Kelley. “It is certainly time to do this 
project. It will improve ridership, en-
courage more bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic, and it may calm car traffic a 
bit through Cedar Fairmount. It will 
brighten and make the gateway to 
Cleveland Heights more inviting and 
respectable.”

 The station was formerly known as 
the University Circle Rapid Station, but 

Janine Boyd selected to replace Phyllis Evans 
on CH City Council
Simone Quartell

When Barbara Boyd resigned from 
Cleveland Heights City Council in 1993 
to become a state representative, Phyl-
lis Evans was appointed by city council 
to fill her seat. Now, Boyd’s daughter, 
Janine Boyd, has been appointed by city 
council to replace Evans, who resigned 
from council in June.
 Janine Boyd will be sworn in as a 
city council member at 7:30 p.m. at the 
council’s meeting on Oct. 3.
 A total of 21 candidates applied for 
the vacant seat. City council members 
interviewed four applicants, Boyd, Jeff 
Coryell, Mike Gaynier and Gina Weis-
blat, on Sept. 24, before selecting Boyd. 
Both Gaynier and Coryell had run for 
election to council in 2011.

 The process to replace Evans began 
June 25, when Mayor Edward Kelley 
announced that city council was begin-
ning the application process to fill the 
council seat vacated by Evans. Twelve 
applications were received by the July 
25 deadline, including one from Evans 
herself.
 Evans resigned her council seat 
for personal reasons, and then sought 
an opinion from Ohio Public Employ-
ees Retirement System (OPERS) on 
whether she would be able to keep the 
health benefits she received as a retired 
public servant if she were reappointed 
to city council. While awaiting the de-
cision from OPERS, Evans applied as a 
candidate for the seat she had resigned, 
along with 11 others who submitted 

City of Cleveland and RTA officials, and their Uni-
versity Circle partners, break ground on the new 
station at the bottom of Cedar Hill.
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Our beautiful Garden Oasis was 
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

Other communities may have places 
where you can walk; but the Heights 
has places you can walk to. These places 
are the unique local businesses that 
line our neighborhood commercial dis-
tricts, and being able to walk to so many 
different places—restaurants, grocery 
stores, coffee shops, bookstores, hard-
ware stores, barber shops and salons—
is one of the things that makes living 
in the Heights so enjoyable.
 The entrepreneurs who have 
poured their hard-earned money into 
creating these businesses are important 
to the health and vitality of our com-
munity. Their diversity gives us choices. 
A larger portion of the revenue they 
earn stays in the community—through 
taxes, payroll, spending on their own 
goods and services, and contributions 
to school programs, local organizations 
and causes. Owners of many local busi-
nesses also live in the community; they 
are our neighbors.

 You hold in your hands the largest 
issue of the Heights Observer ever—32 
pages of hyper-local news and informa-
tion about things happening in your 
community. This issue and this commu-
nity news project would not be possible 
without the advertising support of local 
businesses.
 You probably picked up this issue at 
a local business. The print version of the 
Observer is available in 270 locations, in 
all 14 neighborhood business districts in 
the Heights and in surrounding areas, 
such as Shaker Square and University 
Circle.
 Most of the locations the Observer 
is in are locally owned businesses. Some 
business owners give us a prominent 
place in their shops. We have a longstand-
ing partnership with Phoenix Coffee 
owner, Sarah Wilson-Jones. She gives 
us a special box in her three Heights 
locations (Coventry, Lee and Mayfield, 
which is technically in South Euclid) and 
coupons for our distribution volunteers. 
Other businesses, such as Dewey’s Pizza 
and Heights Arts, also have a special rack 
just for us.
 Tommy Fello, owner of Tommy’s res-
taurant on Coventry, recently went to bat 
for us with a distribution company that 

The importance of local businesses

distributes other local publications. 
The company representative told us 
that our volunteers were illegally plac-
ing the Observer in racks they owned. 
This wasn’t the case, but the company 
rep wouldn’t hear it. Tommy talked to 
him on our behalf and ultimately de-
cided to give us a special basket, just for 
the Observer. That’s huge; we appreciate 
his support.
 On Oct. 17, we have an oppor-
tunity to show our appreciation. All 
summer long, Heights residents voted 
for their favorite locally owned busi-
nesses—the Best of the Heights—in 
various categories. Hundreds of 
votes were cast and many businesses 
were nominated. FutureHeights 
will recognize them all at the Best 
of the Heights awards ceremony on 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, at the Dobama 
Theatre. Because, whether they came 
in first place or not, we appreciate the 
contributions that all of them make 
to our quality of life.
 Join us for the Best of the Heights. 
Read local. Shop local.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

opENINg 
THe ObSeRveR

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org

Correction: 

An article about New Heights Grill [Familiar faces and a dream come true at New 
Heights Grill] in the September issue incorrectly identified one of the owners. Her 
correct name is Kelly Kral. We regret the error.

Legacy New Tech’s new space: 
where education is going
Two things struck me early in a tour 
of new instructional space at the 
Legacy New Tech small school on the 
third floor of Heights High earlier 
this week, and neither has much to 
do with bricks and mortar. First, the 
space is set up in a way that serves 
the project-based learning approach 
to instruction that is at the core of 
Legacy. Second, students coming out 
of this model will be better prepared 

for the world as it exists.
—Patrick Mullen

Schooled by Tali Nay | A 
memoir
Recently I sat at a local author’s 
table at Appletree Books selling 
my picture book, The Porch Dream, 
and met a wonderful local author, 
Tali Nay. Tali’s book Schooled is a 
memoir of her younger years up to 
the present—which I found fascinat-
ing because she is so young . . . Her 

book gives honor to the everyday 
experiences of us all, from birth to 
graduate school. All that school has 
left out, she has found and shares in 
her new book.
—Tiffany Laufer

Meadowbrook-Lee: Get your 
checkbooks out!
We could debate all day about whether 
or not developing Meadowbrook-Lee is 
a good idea. But that is really beside the 
point. Cleveland Heights City Council 

is asking for approval from the CH-UH 
Board of Education for an 11-year 80 
percent tax abatement on the proposed 
project.
 Two troubling questions arise that 
will affect all of us financially: 1. Should 
the city GIVE a developer a piece of 
property that has over $1 million of 
public money invested in it? These tax 
dollars were used to ready it for market, 
not to give it away.  2. Should a tax abate-
ment be provided to the developer?
—Fran Mentch

Facts do not support another 
tax-abated project: Meadow-
brook-Lee
Mayor Ed Kelley was quoted in a Sun 
Press article saying that the Lee-Mead-
owbrook development will not go for-
ward if the CH-UH Board of Education 
will not approve an 11-year, 80 percent 
tax abatement.This abatement would 
apply to both the commercial and resi-
dential parts of this property.
 I am glad Kelley passed the buck 
to them because our BOE has shown 
true leadership in their decisions about 
Millikin and Plan B. They can agree to 
disagree and work through tough issues, 
ultimately making the best decisions for 
the future of our community.
—Fran Mentch

Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm
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Kudos to the Cleveland Heights Community Center
To the Editor:

When the community center gym was 
closed for maintenance from Aug. 21 to 
Aug. 26, I realized how addicted I had 
become to my workout routine at the 
gym two or three times a week.
 I’ve long been impressed by how 
well the gym is being run and main-
tained, and when it reopened, spic and 

span, after certain repairs, general clean-
ing and check-up of the exercise ma-
chines, I thought it high time to write 
this public letter of appreciation.
 Hey, all of you community center 
managers and staffers, you’re doing an 
exemplary job! Thank you!

Ursula Korneitchouk
Cleveland Heights

Cedar Fairmount SID thanks city and mayor 
of Cleveland Heights for their support

To the Editor,

I wish to give sincere thanks and praise 
to Cleveland Heights City Council’s 
unanimous decision to declare Myxx a 
public nuisance. 
 We in the Cedar Fairmount district 
have striven very hard to make this an 
attractive destination for vistors and 
residents. The appalling indifference 
shown by the owner of Myxx to all of 
her neighbors needed to be acted upon 
swiftly and indeed was, both by council 
and our Cleveland Heights Police De-
partment. 
 I also wish to thank Chief Robert-
son for his part in not allowing things 
to have gotten worse, which most cer-
tainly could have happened given the 
powderkeg nature of what was going on 
there.
 I want to make special mention of 

Mayor Kelley’s role in this situation. 
I have seen some comments critical 
of Mayor Kelley’s “strong language” 
and mention of Detroit. This is a case 
of not seeing the forest for the trees. 
Mayor Kelley is most passionate about 
Cleveland Heights and in the course 
of his comments at council meetings 
it is that passion that makes him a 
great mayor.   He does not 
pull punches, and I for one am glad that 
is the type of person heading council in 
Cleveland Heights. Is it not refreshing 
to have a politician who tells it like it 
is?
 Bravo Mayor Kelley, and thank you 
again . . .

Brendan Ring
Owner of Nighttown
Treasurer of Cedar Fairmount Special 
Improvement District

choice.”
 R.E.A.L. students who do not 
master their high school coursework 
in two years or do not demonstrate 
proficiency on the Ohio Graduation 
Test will not enroll in courses on JCU’s 
campus. To earn college credit, stu-
dents must be accepted into John Car-
roll University and meet established 
classroom standards for all students 
enrolled on the JCU campus. Those 
students who are not accepted will 
still participate in the small school’s 
college-prep model, which is designed 
to prepare all students for college 
academics regardless of whether they 
take a course at JCU.
 “John Carroll University is excited 
to partner with the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights school district’s 
Early College High School,” said Mark 

Storz, associate dean, College of Arts 
and Sciences at JCU. “We already have 
a mutually supportive relationship, and 
this program will give our faculty the 
opportunity to engage in cutting-edge 
education reform.”
 Staff at both Heights High and 
JCU will provide academic support for 
students, helping them learn the “soft 
skills” needed to succeed in college—
organizational and study skills, as well 
as interpersonal skills to help them learn 
how to form study groups and talk to 
professors. Early College is also pursu-
ing mentors to support Early College 
students.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High. Angee Shaker is 
director of communications for the CH-UH 
City School District.

jcu continued from page 1
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Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198

Burton,Ohio

44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

Carpet Specials

2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)

1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)

Includes Installation 

w/ Premium Pad

In Store Payment Plan 

(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*

Bring this ad and  

recieve 5% discount!

Discount NOT valid on specials!

www.shorecarpet2.com

Shore 

Carpet II 

216-531-9105

854 East 185th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

Why a solid fence for Cumberland Pool?
To the Editor:

I am writing regarding a possible plan to 
construct a solid fence around Cumber-
land Pool that is under discussion and 
vote by Cleveland Heights City Council 
members.
 I am 64 years old—a resident of 
Cleveland Heights my whole life, save a 
few years in my early 20s. I spent every 
summer of my life from probably 6–8 
to 18 at Cumberland pool. The pool has 
changed over the years—no longer does 
one have to go through the toe inspec-
tion and the cold water foot bath, the 
rules have been relaxed so one can bring 
a book, you can wear your suit to the 
pool!—but the basics haven’t changed.
 It is still the same beautiful pool. 
And, with vistas outward and inward! 
I remember looking out to see who 
was looking in. I remember my mother 
coming to say “time to get out.” I re-
member parading my teenage figure 
around the pool for all to admire—
those inside the pool and those hanging 
around outside the pool looking in. I 
remember being able to see the tennis 
courts and basketball courts and baby 

pool, the trees, the walk down to the 
park and the playground. It was open 
and beautiful. And it should stay that 
way.
 This year my granddaughter was 
part of the gardening program—a 
beautiful use of space right outside the 
pool on the parking lot side. Would they 
contemplate cutting this off from the 
pool, or fencing it off from sight from 
the public outside the pool?
 It just does not make sense. If 
there is a group of people in Cleveland 
Heights who require a closed-off-
from-public-view use of the pool, let 
them arrange to have the pool for their 
activity and cover the existing fencing 
themselves for the evening. Why should 
the pool be permanently transformed 
for their use? Why would the city 1) 
transform a community landmark, and 
2) bear the cost of doing this? Better to 
use whatever discretionary funds there 
might be to pay for entrance fees for 
those kids who can’t afford to pay for 
passes.

Susan Lobe Wood
Cleveland Heights

cameras, plus DNA evidence, to ap-
prehend the suspect. “We also got some 
help from business owners themselves,” 
said Sudyk. “They gave us leads, and 
we used video footage from a business 
owner’s security cameras.”
 “As a merchant, I’m grateful that 
the police department is so supportive 
and the city has made it a priority to 
apprehend this guy,” said Adam Fleis-

break-ins continued from page 1

cher, owner of The Wine Spot on Lee 
Road—one of the merchants who suf-
fered property damage from the string 
of break-ins. “I feel our community is 
safer and, to be honest, that’s why we 
decided to locate in Cleveland Heights 
to begin with.”
 “We will not tolerate criminal activ-
ity anywhere in Cleveland Heights, and 
we will use all the resources possible to 

stem criminal activity in commercial 
and residential areas,” said Mayor Ed 
Kelley. “We are going to continue to 
use the newest and most modern tech-
nology to fight crime, as well as place 
dedicated officers in the area. My goal 
is to be in a position where criminals 
fear committing crimes in Cleveland 
Heights.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

applications by the July 25 deadline 
originally set by council.
 OPERS ruled Evans would be 
ineligible to receive benefits if reap-
pointed. In August, Cleveland Heights 
City Council announced it would 
reopen the search for the vacant seat. 
Mayor Kelley commented at the time, 
“Many people told council members 
that they would have applied for the 
seat, but they thought the seat would 
go to Phyllis Evans. So we decided 
to give them an opportunity.” The 
deadline for additional applicants was 
Sept. 10.
 Boyd’s application was received 
Sept. 9, and she was not among the ini-
tial group of applicants. Boyd said she 
was busy with work projects during the 
summer but, by the end of the summer, 
it felt like “the right time” to apply.
 Boyd said she spoke to Evans, three 
city council members and her parents, 
all of whom encouraged her to apply. 
She said that each current member 
of council inspired her, and she has 
thought about running for office since 
childhood.
 “Janine has great Cleveland 
Heights flavoring, and has been active 

on campaigns and in the community,” 
said Cleveland Heights Mayor Edward 
Kelley. “We had 21 great applicants, 
and any of them would have done 
an excellent job, but we selected the 
person who was best for the position 
and what the city needed now.” Kelley 
pointed out that Boyd lives in an area 
north of Mayfield Road that has not 
been represented on council in a while. 
He said that her mother’s legacy did 
not influence the appointment.
 Boyd is director of government 
affairs and public policy at Guidestone 
Ohio, a nonprofit charitable organiza-
tion. Boyd has worked on numerous 
Democratic campaigns, has attended 
four Democratic National Conventions 
that her mother has been a delegate 
to, and has organized committees for 
health and human services. Of her 
work at Guidestone, Boyd said she is 
“surrounded by staff from whom I’ve 
learned a lot, and had a trunk full of 
firsthand experience working with 
youth.”
 One of Boyd’s main goals as a 
city council member is to provide op-
portunities for the youth of Cleveland 
Heights and show that the council cares 
about them. “In this political world, 
we need more people who are working 
with people rather than just interested 
in climbing the political ladder,” said 
Boyd.  She noted that, at Guidestone, 
she has “seen success when adults work 
with youth.”
 Boyd said she is most excited 
about the “learning curve” during her 
time on city council, and hopes to 
make a difference. She looks forward 
to working with the current council 
members, as well as with the school 
board and the University Heights City 
Council.
 Boyd’s seat will be up for elec-
tion in 2013, and she said she plans to 
run for the position then. She is the 
second city council member to be ap-
pointed since May 2011 when council 
appointed Jason Stein to replace Mark 
Tumeo.

Simone Quartell,  a Heights High graduate, 
is a student at Cleveland State University 
and a Heights Observer intern.

council seat continued from page 1
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twins make up 
approximately  

2% of the world’s 
population?

Another little-known fact:

Business owners can join both COSE and the Heights-

Hillcrest Regional Chamber of Commerce for one low  

price - doubling their access to business-building resources. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT COSE.ORG/AFFILIATE 
OR CALL 216.592.2355.

Join COSE and your local chamber today and save $150  
on admission to the 2012 Small Business Convention!
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support local 
independent 
merchants.
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It#s%how%I%treat%all%my%customers.%And%you%can%be%
sure%I#ll%always%do%my%best%to%meet%your%needs.%
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL%ME%TODAY.

Honesty. Respect. 
Professionalism. 
Courtesy.

1101016.1 !"#"$%&#'()%*+($%,-.$)%/0++(123"+2)%45

Betsy Warner, Agent

6789%5$$%/0:;

<0$:$0#2;%*$13=">)%,*%%7799?

/@>A%69BC8D6CB8EE

FFFGH$">IF#'2$'12>@'#2.$G.+(%%

$2995

Deluxe Oil, 
Lube & Filter

Most Cars Reg. $39.95 
EPA charge. Synthetic oil addl.

Valid with Valpak offer only.
Expires 12/31/12

Our Experienced Mechanics 

Help You Get More Years

Out of Your Vehicle

FREE
Loaner
Cars

Prior Notice
Required Discount is off regular price.

Not Valid with any other offer. 
Expires 12/31/12

$20 OFF
Any Services

over $60

!"#$%&
'#$()*

1815 S. Taylor Rd.
Cleveland Hts

www.swedishsolution.com

216-371-5100

Winter Prep Special

Coolant System 
Flush &

Pressure Test
Not Valid with any other offer.

Expires 12/31/12

Serving since 1989

in Cleveland Hts

$7995

Global Automotive

Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat/4 p.m. to close

 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Expires Oct. 31, 2012. Not valid with other 
offers/discounts. 1 per table. 

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Buy 1 entree or 
appetizer, get 1 
free with this ad.
Good at Cedar-Fairmount and 
Beachwood Place food court. 

Now hiring servers. 
Send resume to management@madgreekcleveland.com

Myxx closes; new building owner plans 
improvements
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Myxx, a restaurant and bar located at 
12459 Cedar Road in the Cedar Fair-
mount Business District, closed Oct. 
1. Cleveland Heights City Council 
declared the business a nuisance at its 
Aug. 6 meeting and filed a complaint 
with the Cuyahoga County Common 
Pleas Court. Judge Daniel Gaul issued 
an order for Myxx to cease operations 
on or before Oct. 1.
 JDI Realty, the Chicago-based com-
pany that purchased the building in July, 
had already given Myxx owners a 60-day 
notice of the termination of its lease.
 “Judge Gaul did an excellent job of 
coming up with a solution that works,” 
said Mayor Kelley. “Both our goal, and 
the goal of Myxx, is to have law and 
order—and peace and quiet—return to 
Cedar Fairmount.” Kelley said that John 
Gibbon, city law director, and David 
Lynch, lawyer for Myxx, were meeting 
every Wednesday to ensure a smooth 
transition and that Cleveland Heights 
police were continuing to monitor the 
situation.
 Cleveland Heights City Council had 
declared Myxx a hazard to the health 
and safety of the community because 
of criminal activities taking place at the 
business, including aggravated riot, as-
sault, assault of a police officer, fights, 
underage drinking, public intoxication, 
open containers of alcohol, excessively 
loud music, disorderly conduct and public 
urination. Several incidents over the sum-
mer months required police response.
 The city’s law department had 
sought a restraining order and injunc-

tion with Cuyahoga County Common 
Pleas Court. On Sept. 12, Judge Daniel 
Gaul issued an order limiting Myxx’s 
operations and ordering its closing. The 
order specified that Myxx would cease 
operations on or by Oct. 1, 2012, that 
no more than 400 people could occupy 
the building at one time, that no one 
under the age of 21 could be admitted, 
and that its closing hours would be 
amended to midnight on Sundays, 1 a.m. 
on Thursdays and 1:30 a.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays.
 JDI Realty, a Chicago-based com-
pany that specializes in real estate 
turnarounds, purchased the building, 
in which Myxx was located, out of re-
ceivership from Myxx owner Kimberly 
Lisboa’s Cedar-Fairmount Realty in 
July. Joel Scheer, company representa-
tive, said that JDI plans several im-
provements to the property, including 
tuck-pointing, roof repair, landscaping, 
parking lot improvements and lighting. 
“We have several potential tenants who 
have shown interest,” said Scheer. “We 
most likely will divide the current Myxx 
space into smaller storefronts, depend-
ing on the needs of the new tenants.”
 “The business owners of Cedar 
Fairmount Special Improvement Dis-
trict welcome new businesses, which 
will serve the neighborhood’s needs, 
and contribute to the safe, friendly 
environment at Cedar Fairmount,” said 
Kaye Lowe, executive director of Cedar 
Fairmount SID.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Coventry Village Special Improvement District 
to hold street fair planning meeting
The Coventry Village Special Im-
provement District (CVSID) will 
hold a community meeting to dis-
cuss the possibility of having street 
fairs in the summer of 2013.
 The meeting will take place at 
7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 16, in the 
Brody-Nelson Room at the Lee 
Road Library.
 For more information, contact 
Steve Presser at 216-496-4104 or 
steve@bigfunbigfun.com.

Keep our community 
unique; support local 

independent merchants
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Hannheatingcooling.com  

216-932-9755

Heating Tune-Up/Safety
 Inspection Special    

ATTENTION NEIGHBORS!

!"#$%&#'$(%)'*%)+&,#$'-("#')+("*,.%#/0''1,#"2,3'
4..&-)'5&6'78'9%#,$")'&5'.4:&6'3"6');)$"9<'346$)'
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(&,6)'&#.;'@!2AB'C2DEDFG0''H4;9"#$'9,)$':"'/%>"#'$&'
$"+(#%+%4#'4$'$%9"'&5')"6>%+"'&6'*%)+&,#$'36%+%#/'%)'
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HEATING    /    COOLING    /    PLUMBING    /   SPECIALIZING IN STEAM & HOT WATER SYSTEMS

only $104

Owned and operated by 

4th generation Hann brothers.

ywca early learning center
nourishing young minds and bodies

high-quality childcare close to downtown

contact christine davis, director

ywcaofcleveland.org • 216-881-6878 x234

13429 Cedar Road 

Cleveland Heights

216-397-7671
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Let us be your muse.

Stop in to browse our 

collection of unique 

artwork and selection 

of ready-made 

photo frames.

CAPTURE YOUR MEMORIES

Obama campaign opens office on Lee RoadFreeman sworn in as new Cleveland Heights 
fire chief in City Hall ceremony

Kim Sergio Inglis

Lt. William Freeman was sworn in as the 
new Fire Chief for the City of Cleveland 
Heights on Aug. 27, in City Hall Council 
Chambers. 
 Freeman, a 20-year veteran with the 
Cleveland Heights Fire Department, 
was the top candidate based on civil ser-
vice testing, and was recommended by 
six fire chiefs, including outgoing Chief 
Kevin Mohr. Mohr served as Cleveland 
Heights fire chief from 2002 until his 
retirement at the end of August.
 In Cleveland Heights, by charter, 
the police chief and fire chief are pro-
moted from within, via civil service 
process, explained Susanna Niermann 
O’Neil, acting city manager.
 “Lt. Freeman has all the qualities 
needed in a strong fire chief. I have no 
doubt that he will carry on the tradi-
tions of the excellent fire and paramedic 
services that Cleveland Heights resi-
dents have come to expect,” said Mayor 
Ed Kelley.
 Freeman had been a lieutenant for 
seven years, and most recently served as 
paramedic coordinator for the depart-
ment, overseeing planning, training and 
personnel issues. He has been a long-

william Freeman is Cleveland Heights’s new fire 
chief.

time participant in the Heights Area 
Special Rescue Team (H.A.S.R.T.).
 Freeman, 46 years old, is married 
and is the father of four sons.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shak-
er Farm Historic District in Cleveland 
Heights.

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

Coit!s Growing
in your neighborhood

Healthy Produce. Healthy People. Healthy Connections.

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

Simone Quartell

In recent years, residents of Cleveland 
Heights have leaned toward Democratic 
presidential candidates. Now these 
residents have a place to drop in and 
volunteer—the Barack Obama cam-
paign office on Lee Road.
 The office is located across from 
Lemon Grass restaurant and is open 
seven days a week. Every day, there are 
opportunities for volunteers to go door 
to door or make phone calls, encourag-
ing residents to vote.
 This is the first time a campaign 
office has been open on Lee Road. The 
Ohio Democratic Party owns an of-
fice at Shaker Square, which Cleveland 
Heights campaign volunteers often used 
in past campaigns. In 2008, there was 
also an office in South Euclid.
 The grand opening of the office was 
held on Sept. 21, with a party for vol-
unteers to meet one another. Speakers 
included Cuyahoga County Councilman 
Julian Rogers and Ohio State Represen-
tative Armin Budish, who encouraged 
residents to become involved in the 
campaign.
 Clark Harvey, a neighborhood 
team leader, recruits Cleveland Heights 
residents to volunteer and then trains 
them in canvassing, phone banking, and 
data entry. Harvey said that Cleveland 
Heights could “determine the outcome 
of the election,” as it is an “important 
part of Ohio, a very critical swing state.” 
He also encouraged Cleveland Heights 
residents to vote early—by mail or at 
the Board of Elections.
 Harvey, a retired lawyer living in 
Cleveland Heights, began his position 
with the Obama campaign in April. He 

The Obama campaign office on Lee Road.

had the same position in the 2008 elec-
tion. He was also a volunteer for John 
Kerry’s presidential campaign in 2004.
 Joyce Glenn, a freshman at Cleve-
land Heights High School, plans to 
volunteer at the Obama office as often 
as three days a week. Despite being 
too young to vote, she believes that by 
volunteering, she can “contribute to 
the change I want to see in the world.”  
Glenn worked the phone bank for 
Obama once in 2008 and hopes other 
high school students will come to the 
office to volunteer.
 Julian Rogers also was a volunteer 
for political campaigns in high school. 
In his remarks at the office opening, 
he highlighted health care reform as 
one of the biggest accomplishments 
of Obama’s first term, along with “re-
establishing the United States as a 
partner in world affairs.” Since Obama 
took office, “Americans are looked at 
more favorably,” said Rogers.
 The nearest Romney campaign of-
fice is in Richmond Heights.

Simone Quartell,  a graduate of Heights High, 
is a student at Cleveland State University 
and a Heights Observer intern.
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Experience classical Yoga  
for complete health & well‐being 

Celebrating 

15 years  

in the 

Heights!  

2319 Lee Rd.  
(216) 371‐9760 
atmacenter.com 

!

Cleveland Heights vice mayor attends Democratic 
National Convention as a delegate
Simone Quartell

Dennis Wilcox, vice mayor of Cleveland 
Heights, was a member of the Ohio 
Delegation at the 2012 Democratic Na-
tional Convention in Charlotte. He had 
applied to the Ohio Democratic Party 
to be a delegate last spring.
 Wilcox described the experience as 
“the opportunity of a lifetime.” While 
the primary responsibility he had as a 
delegate was to vote for a presidential 
and vice presidential candidate for the 
Democratic Party, the delegates also 
voted on the party platform, rules and 
credentials.
 Although the convention started at 
about 4 p.m. every afternoon, Ohio del-
egates attended other events during the 
day. Speakers for the Ohio delegates 
included Jesse Jackson Sr., activist and 
minister; Martin O’Malley, governor of 
Maryland; Ted Strickland, former Ohio 
governor; and United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown. There was an open-
ing reception for Ohio delegates on 
Sunday night, and numerous gatherings 
throughout the week for delegates to 
meet one another.
 One of the most significant meet-
ings for Ohio delegates was a lunch 

with elected officials from Cleveland, 
Cincinnati and Columbus to discuss the 
possibility of having the 2016 Demo-
cratic Convention in Ohio. “Unless 
you’re there, you don’t understand the 
magnitude of the event,” said Wilcox. 
There was a lot of security and traffic, 
but “a major Ohio city can definitely 
handle it,” he added.
 Wilcox feels that some of President 
Obama’s greatest accomplishments 
of his first term include “stopping the 

economic bleed, leading to 30 straight 
months of job growth,” as well as pas-
sage of the Affordable Care Act and 
ending the war in Iraq. He hopes that if 
Obama is elected to a second term, both 
Democrats and Republicans can work 
together to end the federal deficit.
 Other Ohio delegates from Greater 
Cleveland included Julian Rogers, mem-
ber of the Cuyahoga County Council; 
and Barbara Boyd, state representative.
 There were “dozens” of excellent 
speakers at the convention, Wilcox said, 
but he thought the best were President 
Barack Obama, First Lady Michelle 
Obama and former President Bill Clin-
ton. “They were all fantastic speakers 
in different ways,” said Wilcox. He has 
met all three several times, though not 
at the convention.
 Wilcox has been involved in poli-
tics for most of his life, beginning with 
student government in high school. He 
has been a member of the Cleveland 
Heights City Council for 13 years and 
was involved with voter protection 
activities in 2008.

Simone Quartell, a graduate of Cleve-
land Heights High School, is a student at 
Cleveland State University and a Heights 
Observer intern.

CH free parking  
weekends extended

Observer Editor

The City of Cleveland Heights has an-
nounced additional free parking week-
ends through the end of 2012.
 “This is a great way to welcome 
people into our community to experi-
ence all we have to offer,” said Mayor Ed 
Kelley. “It is also support for all of our 
merchants throughout our commercial 
districts.”
 On the last weekend of each month, 
parking will be free wherever there is a 
meter: on the street, in city parking lots 
and in city parking garages.

 
The free parking weekends are:
 • Oct. 26, 27 and 28
 • Nov. 23, 24 and 25
 • Dec. 28, 29 and 30

Cleveland Heights vice Mayor Dennis wilcox.

Rockefellers to host 
Scrabble tournament
Mike Kenney 

The third annual Scrabble Tournament 
Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, Oct. 
27. The event benefits the Waiting Child 
Fund and its efforts to find permanent 
families for children in foster care.  
 The tournament will run from 3 to 
6 p.m. at Rockefeller’s Restaurant, 3099 
Mayfield Road. Vikki and Todd Webster, 
residents of Cleveland Heights, are the 
hosts. The $40 ticket includes appetiz-
ers, drinks, and a chance to test your 
Scrabble skills and win fun prizes.
 Registration is available (limited to 
60 players) online at www.waitingchild-
fund.com. Contact Vikki at vikkinowak@
gmail.com with questions. Table spon-
sorships are also available.

Mike Kenney is co-director and co-founder 
of the Waiting Child Fund.

Buy local. 
Your merchants 

are your 
neighbors too.

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

d
eN

N
is

 W
ilc

o
x



Heights Observer October 3, 2012     www.heightsobserver.org8

CLeveLAnD HeigHTS newS

The Cleveland 
Antiquarian Book & Paper Show 
At the Cleveland Skating Club 

2500 Kemper Road, Shaker Hts. 
Sunday, October 14 
From 10am to 5pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

The Northern Ohio Bibliophilic Society (NOBS) will 
Host a one-day Book and Paper Show featuring close 
to 25 quality dealers offering the best in Antiquarian 

& Rare Books, First Editions, Signed Books, Post 
Cards, Children’s Books, Posters, Cook Books, 

Mysteries, Americana, Botanicals, Ephemera, and 
Much More! Admission is $5 at the door, $3 for 

students. More information? See www.nobsweb.org. 
Clip this ad and save $1 on admission. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Cleveland 
Antiquarian Book & Paper Show 

At the Cleveland Skating Club 
2500 Kemper Road, Shaker Hts. 

Sunday, October 2 
from 10am to 5pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
  

The Northern Ohio Bibliophilic Society (NOBS) will 
host a one-day Book and Paper Show featuring close 
to 30 quality dealers offering the best in Antiquarian 

& Rare Books, First Editions, Signed Books, Post 
Cards, Children’s Books, Posters, Cook Books, 

Mysteries, Americana, Botanicals, Ephemera, and 
Much More! Admission is $5 at the door, $3 for 

students. More information? See www.nobsweb.org. 
Clip this ad and save $1 on admission. 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
AUGUST 20, 2012
All council members were present.

Millikin lease proposal
Council authorized a nonbinding proposal to 
lease the Severance-millikin School, 1700 Crest 
Road, from the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District and to sublease the 
property to mosdos Ohr Hatorah. The proposal 
provides for a 30-year lease with two 10-year 
extensions, and for mosdos to make $1.5 million 
in improvements to the building and property. 
Several council members commented. Bonnie 
Caplan praised the resolution as creative and 
flexible. Jason Stein spoke about “misinforma-
tion” leading to criticism of his involvement as 
a “conflict of interest” and stated he would be 
voting on this matter.

Tax abatement for Meadowbrook/
Lee project
Council approved an agreement between the 
city and the Orlean Company (or related entity) 
to grant tax abatement for development of the 
property currently owned by the city at 2223 
Lee Road. The abatement may be 80 percent 
for a period of 11 years for both the commercial 
and residential components of the development. 
Council member Bonnie Caplan abstained from 
the vote. Because her son-in-law is with a devel-
oper making a competing proposal, she had 
not been part of council’s discussions and was 
therefore not prepared to render a decision.
 Council member Dennis wilcox main-
tained that this proposal, the best of several 
submitted, will be reviewed, has many benefits 
including potential tax revenue, and is consistent 
with the city’s strategic plan. Council member 
Cheryl Stephens asked whether it would gener-
ate income to make up for that lost due to the 
tax abatement. Council member Jason Stein 
claimed it would bring income tax and commer-
cial money into the city. mayor Ed Kelley called 
it a model project, with a good developer and 

architect. He said it shows that Cleveland Heights 
is alive and well and “fills in the missing teeth” on 
Lee Road.

Nuisance properties
Council declared three properties to be nuisances 
and authorized abatement:
•  889 Helmsdale Road, razing and cleaning is 

estimated to cost $13,500.
•  3064 Meadowbrook Blvd., razing and clean-

ing is estimated to cost $15,500.
•  3145 Meadowbrook Blvd., razing and cleaning 

is estimated to cost $12,500.

Fund transfers
Council approved two appropriations amend-
ments for the fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2012:
•  A transfer of $1,150,000 from the general fund 

to the economic development fund. The amount 
in question resulted from increased property 
and income tax revenues and the final payment 
from Zagara’s marketplace for the city land on 
which the store is built.

•  A transfer of $652,797 from the miscellaneous 
agency fund to the economic development fund 
to be restructured into loans to help attract busi-
nesses to Cleveland Heights.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

SEPTEmBER 4, 2012
Dennis R. wilcox, vice mayor, and Bonita w. 
Caplan, council member, were excused.

CAC resignation
In August, Renee Richard resigned from the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee (CAC). Council mem-
ber mary Dunbar thanked Richard for her service 
and encouraged interested citizens to apply for 
the vacant seat. The CAC comprises 22 residents; 
10 represent neighborhoods and 12 represent the 
community at-large. The committee, working with 
the city, assists in the evaluation and preparation 
of yearly application to the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) program, participates 

in monitoring the implementation of the CDBG 
program, and reviews the city’s annual CDBG 
budget. The application form for membership 
on this committee, as well as the city’s other 
boards and commissions, is available on the 
city’s website.

Nighttown dumpsters
Legislation authorizing an agreement with night-
town Inc. for an easement to allow relocation of 
its dumpsters to city-owned property fronting on 
Edwards Road (City Lot no. 9) was presented 
on first reading. The goal is to enhance the ap-
pearance and functionality of the parking lot, 
restaurant and outdoor dining patio.

Cedar Fairmount sID streetscape
Legislation authorizing application, in conjunc-
tion with the Cedar Fairmount Special Improve-
ment District (SID), to the northeast Ohio 
Areawide Coordinating Agency (nOACA) for 
federal funding for streetscape improvements for 
the Cedar Fairmount Business District was pre-
sented on first reading. If the grant is awarded, 
the city will enter into an agreement in which 
the city and/or the Cedar Fairmount SID will 
provide funding in the form of a 20 percent 
match for the nOACA grant.

Nuisance property
Legislation declaring the abandoned property at 
3417 Desota Ave. to be a nuisance and autho-
rizing abatement of the nuisance was presented 
on first reading. Costs for razing the house, 
clearing the debris, and performing an asbestos 
survey are estimated to be $12,500.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LwV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

support local 
independent 
merchants.

University Circle’s Chris 
Ronayne to speak 
at Cedar Fairmount 
annual meeting
Kaye Lowe 

T h e  a n n u a l 
meeting of the 
Cedar Fairmount 
Special Improve-
ment District is 
on Tuesday, Oct. 
9 at 9 a.m. The 
public is invit-
ed.
 At 10:30 a.m., Chris Ronayne, president 
of University Circle Inc. (UCI), will give a 
talk at the meeting on “University Circle: 
The Neighborhood without Borders.”
 This will be an opportunity to dis-
cuss future relationships between Uni-
versity Circle and Cleveland Heights and 
the Cedar Fairmount Business District.
 Ronayne was named president of UCI 
in 2005. UCI is the nonprofit community 
service corporation responsible for the devel-
opment, service, and advocacy of University 
Circle as a world-class center of innovation 
in health care, education, arts and culture, 
and as a premier urban district.
 Since becoming UCI’s seventh 
president, Ronayne has developed a 
dynamic and aggressive agenda to le-
verage the institutional assets of the 
Circle’s anchor “Eds, Meds, and Arts” 
organizations, and transform it into a 
vibrant mixed-use district.
 Ronayne and his staff partner with 
more than 40 member institutions to 
oversee the growth and direction of Ohio’s 
fastest growing employment district, with 
UCI providing community planning, de-
velopment, education, marketing, police, 
and other shared services.
 Before joining UCI, Ronayne 
served the City of Cleveland as planning 
director, chief development officer, and 
chief of staff. He was the chief architect 
of the city’s Waterfront District Plan, 
an ambitious effort to reconnect the 
people of Cleveland to Lake Erie.
 Ronayne is member of the American 
Planning Association and CEOs for Cit-
ies, and he is a member of the board of the 
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority, 
Notre Dame College, and Positively Cleve-
land. He is chairman of the Holden Parks 
Trust and the Levin Visiting Committee at 
Cleveland State University, from which he 
holds a master’s degree in urban planning. 

Kaye Lowe is executive director of Cedar 
Fairmount Special Improvement District.
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Why does the summer, go so fast. 

And, why do the best of times 

seem to never last. 

 

Lopez remains – resolved to endure.   

And, perform. 

 

Lopez wants your loyalty.   

We are committed to be 

a regular and frequent moment 

of pleasure and pride... 

 

…for you, and for us !! 

 

Every day with passion – 

craig. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon 

2196 lee road 
beautiful downtown cleveland heights 

216.932.9000 

www.lopezonlee.com 
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University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
AUGUST 13, 2012
Council member Adele Zucker was excused.

McDonald’s request for extended hours
After council allowed comments regarding 
mcDonald’s request to extend its hours, Annie 
Rawlinson of Bushnell Road expressed her con-
cern about people turning right onto Bushnell 
despite the sign prohibiting it. She suggested a 
police presence might help. She appreciates 
that mcDonald’s employees pick up trash along 
Bushnell, but would prefer that people not be 
allowed to eat in their cars in the parking lot. 
 Council approved mcDonald’s request 
to extend its hours until 11 p.m. for dine-in and 
midnight for drive-thru. Owner Dave Stiles ex-
plained that because of the college students, 
they have much business after 9 p.m. and 
are having to turn customers away at 10 p.m. 
He noted that since the store opened they’ve 
received two complaints regarding trash and 
none regarding noise and lighting. Regarding 

litter patrols, mcDonald’s patrols litter for one 
block around the store and picks up all litter, 
mcDonald’s and other. Stiles also noted that 
they are removing some of the arborvitae near 
the back door, which enabled a thief to hide, 
and are removing or replacing bushes that died. 
Although mcDonald’s Corporation is asking 
stores to be open 24/7, Stiles said he wouldn’t 
request this because the traffic doesn’t warrant 
it.

Office of Emergency Management
Council approved the Cuyahoga County Depart-
ment of Public Safety and Justice Services, Office 
of Emergency management, to be the city’s 
countywide emergency management agency. 
Every municipality must have an emergency 
management system. The county has revised 
its policies and procedures and is now asking 
each municipality to renew its option. The county 
agency will step in when an emergency exceeds 
the capacity of the city, such as the major flood-
ing which occurred earlier this year.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 8.

Texting while driving
Council approved prohibiting the use of elec-
tronic wireless communication devices for tex-
ting while driving. This would allow local code 
enforcement of the recently passed state law 
prohibiting texting while driving as a second-
ary offense for adults. Council also voted to 
prohibit the use of these devices by holders of 
temporary permits under age 18 and holders of 
probationary driver’s licenses for any purpose 
while operating a motor vehicle. This mirrors the 
state law for juveniles. Councilman Steven Sims 
abstained from voting, expressing a concern 
about increased chances for juveniles to face 
legal penalties.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

Shortage of LWV ob-
servers curtails UH 
council coverage
Maryann Barnes 

We regret to say that due to a shortage of vol-
unteers, the Heights Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters (LWV) of Cuyahoga Area 
is unable to provide full coverage of the Uni-
versity Heights City Council meetings. We 
will continue to cover at least one meeting 
per month and will seek more volunteers 
with the hope of returning to full coverage.
 If you appreciate and enjoy read-
ing our reports perhaps you would like 
to help us continue this service to the 
community by joining the League and 
our Observer Corps. To learn more 
please contact Maryann Barnes by e-mail 
(mbarnes9515@gmail.com) or by phone 
(216-321-7525).
 Observers should be League members. 
If you are not already a member, please 
join us. Yearly dues are $60, and by joining 
LWV Cuyahoga Area you can affiliate with 
the Heights Chapter and you automatically 
become a member of the League of Women 
Voters of Ohio and the national League of 
Women Voters.
 While the League is nonpartisan and 
endorses no candidates, it does take posi-
tions on and advocates for policy issues. 
With League membership you become part 
of an organization that works to safeguard 
democracy, advocates for good government, 
educates voters, and promotes voter par-
ticipation.  For more information visit www.
lwvcuyahogaarea.org.

Maryann Barnes is the Observer Corps edi-
tor for the Heights Chapter of the League of 
Women Voters, Cuyahoga Area.

is being renamed because a planned sta-
tion on Mayfield Road in Little Italy will 
be called the University Circle-Little 
Italy Red Line Rapid Station.
 Cleveland Heights Council Mem-
ber Mary Dunbar, who attended the 
groundbreaking ceremony, said, “The 
new RTA station was presented as a new, 
contemporary and impressive entry to 
Cleveland and University Circle. If you 
happen to be going east on Cedar Road, 
it’s actually a new, more elegant prelude 
to the Heights—a better doorway either 
way.”
 Construction is expected to take 
about 24 months and is slated to begin 
Oct. 1. Both the rapid station and the 
bus terminal will be located on the north 
side of Cedar Road, where only the 
rapid station now sits. The current site 
of the bus terminal will become green 
space. Both will remain open through-
out construction, making the transition 
fairly seamless for RTA riders.
 Car commuters, however, will 
not be so lucky. According to an RTA 
spokesperson, beginning the first 
week of October, one of three lanes 
heading up Cedar Hill, on the south 
side of Cedar Avenue, will be elimi-
nated during construction. One of 
three downhill lanes on the north side 
will close on evenings and weekends. 
The schedule will vary. Commuters 
are advised to check www.riderta.com 
for updates.
 “There aren’t a lot of ways to get 
between Cleveland Heights and Uni-
versity Circle,” said Dunbar. “I think 
people will adjust if Cedar Glen gets too 
jammed, either finding other routes or 
getting an earlier or later start on their 
trip. During construction, people using 
Cedar Road from or into the Heights 
can help reduce traffic congestion by 
walking, biking, carpooling or taking 
public transportation.”
 The $18.5 million project is made 
possible by $14.2 million from the U. S. 
Department of Transportation’s Federal 
Transit Authority, including a $10.5 mil-
lion TIGER II (Transportation Invest-
ment Generating Economic Recovery) 
grant.
 The existing University Circle 
rapid station is one of the highest 
transfer points within the RTA sys-

tem, used by commuters going to and 
from University Circle, visitors to area 
institutions, and students from Case 
Western Reserve University, John Hay 
High School, the Cleveland School of 
the Arts, Cleveland Institute of Art and 
Cleveland Institute of Music. A long-
range traffic study, funded in part by the 
Cleveland Foundation, recommended 
future improvements to the area that 
would enhance commuting for pedes-
trians and bicyclists. The redesign of 
the rapid station and bus terminal are 
a part of this plan.
 According to RTA, plans for the 
area include removing a significant 
amount of pavement at the intersec-
tion at the bottom of the hill, enabling 
safer conditions for pedestrians and 
bicyclists and better connectivity 
between park areas. The new station 
will feature green construction, with 
a glass-enclosed vestibule, to enable 
passengers to remain warm and dry 
while they are waiting for trains. A 
new elevator will make the station fully 
ADA compliant.
 Peter Rogoff, an administrator with 
the Federal Transit Authority, said that 
public transportation “needs to be reli-
able, desirable and safe” and that this 
project will “improve the quality of life 
for working people.”
 Chris Ronayne, director of Uni-
versity Circle Incorporated, said, “The 
University Circle area started as a 
transit-oriented development during 
the Progressive Era of the 1920s when 

Cleveland was in its heyday. Since 2005 
University Circle has produced 1,000 
jobs a year, and population has increased 
17 percent. The next heyday is now! The 
next renaissance is now!”
 “It makes the connection between 
Cleveland Heights and University Circle 
more comfortable and more attractive,” 
said Mayor Kelley. “A transportation 
center like this will enable University 
Circle and Cleveland Heights to do 
more together.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

rta continued from page 1
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Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Halibut Burger

Jambalaya

The Place to be on Lee.

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

Chili Cook-Off Nov. 3 benefits Heights Youth Recreation Fund
Kim Sergio Inglis 

The City of Cleveland Heights 
Division of Parks and Recreation 
and the Recreation Advisory Board 
announces the Inaugural Chili Cook-
Off at the Cleveland Heights Com-
munity Center on Saturday, Nov. 3, 
5–7 p.m.
 The event will benefit the Heights 
Youth Recreation Fund, which provides 
scholarships and reduced rates for 
Cleveland Heights youth to participate 
in Cleveland Heights recreation pro-
grams and leagues.
 The Chili Cook-Off will feature a 
variety of recipes and a spirited, but 

friendly, competition from the follow-
ing Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights businesses: Brennan’s Colony, 
Cedar Lee Pub, Inn on Coventry, New 
Heights Grill, O’Rielly’s Pub, Rock-
efeller’s, Tommy’s, Zagara’s, and Barle’s 
Soup & Sandwich.
 The Chili Cook-Off will include:
•  Chili samples from the participating 

businesses, plus beverages;
• A children’s menu;
•  A play room for children and gym avail-

ability for adults;
• Celebrity judges;
•  A raffle with exciting prizes, such as 

an iPod Nano, Barnes & Noble Nook, 
new bicycle, Community Center passes 

Money management key to successful homeownership

and a Tiger Nation gift basket;
•  Free parking and shuttle to Heights 

High School if the football team 
has a home playoff game that same 
evening.

 Tickets are $10 for adults; $5 for 
students, high school and under; and 
$20 for families. Tickets will be avail-
able for purchase at the participating 
businesses and at the Cleveland Heights 
Community Center, One Monticello 
Blvd., beginning Oct. 1.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shak-
er Farm Historic District in Cleveland 
Heights.

Rebecca Stager

Money management is a sophisticated 
term for budgeting, which is a necessary 
skill for successful home buying and 
sustainability.  Current interest rates are 
low and there are several down payment 
options for home buyers, making this an 
ideal time to purchase a home.  
 Success in purchasing a home re-
quires financial capacity, planning, and 
education on the home buying process. 
Here are four real-life steps you can take 
to improve your chance of success: (1) 
leverage your financial capacity (in other 
words, take advantage of down payment 
programs); (2) negotiate for the seller 
to pay closing costs; (3) learn the du-

ties and responsibilities required of the 
professionals involved in the transaction 
(lenders, real estate agents and brokers, 
appraisers, and property inspectors); 
and (4) plan for the upkeep of a home 
and your ability to sustain homeowner-
ship during difficult financial times and 
the unplanned life events that inevitably 
will occur.   
 Home Repair Resource Center of-
fers free home buyer education classes 
to teach prospective home buyers the 
ins and outs of purchasing a home, pre-
paring them for successful, responsible, 
sustainable home ownership.  The class 
schedule is posted at www.hrrc-ch.org.  
Individual counseling is also available 
to help you make the best decisions for 

your situation.
 If your goal is to purchase a home 
within the next few months, take 
advantage of this opportunity to em-
power yourself. HRRC’s Home Buyer 
Education Program will provide the 
knowledge and tools you’ll need for 
sustainable home ownership.

Rebecca Stager is HRRC’s repair education 
programs coordinator. Visit www.hrrc-ch.org 
or call 216-381-6100 for more information.

Heights groups 
need volunteers
and donated items

P.E.A.C.E. Park cleanup is Oct. 6
Volunteers are needed for fall clean-
up day at Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park 
on Saturday, Oct. 6, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
rain or shine. Help clean up the park, 
garden and make repairs. Garden and 
repair tools, and garden gloves, will 
be provided. Bring your own knee 
pads for kneeling. Coffee and light 
snacks will be available also.
 Coventry P.E.A.C.E Park is the 
playground at the former Coventry 
Elementary School in Cleveland 
Heights. It was built in 1993 using 
funds raised and donated by area 
residents. Coventry P.E.A.C.E., the 
volunteer organization that cares for 
the park, hosts a twice yearly clean-
up and maintenance event. 
 For more information about the 
park, visit the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
CoventryPEACE.

League of Women Voters needs 
volunteers to cover University 
Heights City Council meetings
The League seeks new observer vol-
unteers to attend University Heights 
City Council meetings, and take 
the notes that are published in the 
Heights Observer. The League also 
welcomes observers to cover Cleve-
land Heights City Council meetings, 
CH-UH Board of Education meet-
ings, and CH-UH Library Board 
meetings. For information, contact 
Maryann Barnes at 216-321-7525 or 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com.

Fairfax seeks library volunteers 
Fairfax Elementary School is seeking 
retired librarians or others with library 
experience to help as volunteers in the 
school library. If you are interested, 
contact Andrett Calloway, principal, at 
216-371-7480 or a_calloway@chuh.org.

Fairfax wants your college 
pennants
The school welcomes donations of col-
lege and university pennants, to foster 
student interest in the many options 
available for their higher education and 
to support the “culture of college.” If you 
don’t have a college pennant on hand, 
please consider ordering one from a col-
lege. If you like, you may include a brief 
note of encouragement to students, and 
provide your name to be displayed with 
the pennant. This is an opportunity for 
community members to demonstrate 
their support of the children’s efforts 
and aspirations. Duplicate pennants 
received will be shared with other in-
terested CH-UH schools.

Fairfax needs clothes for 
costumes
Fairfax Elementary is also seeking dona-
tions of old T-shirts, men’s dress shirts 
or pillowcases for a costume-making 
table at its Fall Harvest Festival. Drop 
them off during school hours at Fairfax 
Elementary by Oct, 16. For information, 
call or e-mail Joan Spoerl at 216-371-3753 
or joanspoerl@sbcglobal.net.
 Fairfax Elementary is located 
at 3150 Fairfax Road in Cleveland 
Heights.

Remembering Charlie Ault

Charlie Ault with Diana woodbridge, former direc-
tor of the Home Repair Resource Center.

Alex Pesta

Cleveland Heights recently lost a hero. 
Charlie Ault died on Aug. 31. You might 
not know who Charlie was, but you have 
undoubtedly benefited from his work 
and passion. He was a founding mem-
ber of the Forest Hill Church Housing 
Corporation, which eventually became 
the Home Repair Resource Center 
(HRRC). Ault and fellow parishioners 
began fighting social injustices and 
shady real estate practices during the 
1970s, starting with a house remodel 
and sale. Cleveland Heights was chang-
ing, and Ault and his newly founded 
group were advocating for peoples’ 
rights, their community’s values and the 
strength of neighborhoods.
 The establishment of a line of credit 
with a partner who would provide much 

needed finances was of primary impor-
tance in the organization’s effort. With 
his experience, maturity and business 
acumen, nurtured through his practice 
of law, Ault approached the Cleveland 
Trust Bank, and established what would 
become the Challenge Fund. His fore-
sight cannot be overstated. Let me share 
some staggering numbers to show how 
his perseverance and determination has 
helped our community. The Challenge 
Fund’s growth has enabled almost 1,000 
loans with an approximate value of 
$5,500,000 worth of repairs.
 Ault’s passion was not focused on 
the financial impact of the HRRC, but 
on the social justice and equality he and 
his partners so richly valued. His mis-
sion was one of empowerment, educa-
tion and compassion.
 I had the pleasure of meeting Char-

lie and his wife, Janice, at this year’s 
HRRC 40th Anniversary Celebration, 
coincidentally in the same space where 
he negotiated the original loan with 
Cleveland Trust Bank. I’m convinced 
our beloved Cleveland Heights would 
be different if not for Aults’s work. 
 I’ve served on the HRRC board for 
nine years, and the Challenge Fund is vi-
tally important to our organization and 
the health of Cleveland Heights homes. 
Its relevance is even more heightened 
with the recent housing crisis. Simply 
stated, it gives deserving people an op-
portunity to maintain their homes.
 Charlie Ault will be missed tremen-
dously, but his legacy of social justice, 
housing rights and home maintenance 
will be carried on by the HRRC. Al-
though he is not here to share our suc-
cesses and future, I would like to think 
he looking down at us and guiding our 
next moves.

Alex Pesta is president of HRRC’s Board of 
Directors.
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Custom floral 
design for 
over 60 
years!

LOWERVILL F (216) 932-7550 E

2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 

24 hr. secure online ordering 
www.flowerville.net 

Michael Day 

Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Reiki for People and Pets

Workplace Wellness Programs

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village
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Haunting Lee Road
pumpkins transform the café into a family room.

Peggy Spaeth

Shawn Paul, known primarily for cut-
ting and coloring hair, is really just a 
big kid. Last year, when he heard about 
the annual Phoenix Pumpkin Carving 
Party a few doors away from his salon at 
2265 Lee Road, he begged owner Sarah 
Wilson-Jones to help him organize a 
candy crawl on the same day.
 This year, a new tradition joins the 
old one. On Thursday, Oct. 25, from 
4–8 p.m., favorite haunts on Lee Road 
will be offering not tricks, but free 
treats at the Cedar Lee Candy Crawl 
and ninth annual Phoenix Pumpkin 
Carving Party. Participating shops with 
treats will feature a pumpkin poster in 
their window, and want to see kids in 
costumes!
 The Phoenix Pumpkin Carving 

Party, which started in 2004, turns the 
popular Lee Road Phoenix Coffee from 
a café into a family room. It is a tribute 
to Wilson-Jones’s welcoming personal-
ity that she continues to smile as slimy 
pumpkin innards cover the tables. 
Likewise, parents are grateful that they 
can avoid the messy carving process at 
home.
 Reservations to carve pumpkins, 
donated by Bremec on the Heights, 
are required and can be made by call-
ing 216-932-8227. The $10 donation per 
pumpkin benefits Heights Arts, a non-
profit arts organization down the street 
at 2175 Lee Road. Pumpkins, candles, 
advice, cookies, cider and carving tools 
are provided.

Peggy Spaeth has been carving her annual 
pumpkin at Phoenix Coffee since 2004.

FutureHeights announces 
best of the Heights on 
Oct. 17

Mums • Pansies • Bulbs • Kale • Cabbage
Pumpkins • Gourds • Corn Stalks

DECORATE FOR FALL
Your Halloween and 
Harvest Headquarters

Clearance Sale
25-80% O� 

Clearance Sale
25-80% O� 

Firewood AvailableFirewood Available
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Deanna Bremer Fisher 

From May through August, Heights resi-
dents voted for their favorite Heights 
businesses in 20 categories, including 
best new business. Each year, Future-
Heights—a nonprofit dedicated to 
promoting civic engagement in the 
Heights through information, education 
and advocacy, and the publisher of the 
Heights Observer community news—
conducts the Best of the Heights survey 
to recognize the unique attributes of 
independently owned businesses in the 
Heights, and their contributions to the 
local economy.
 [View the 2011 Award Ceremony at 
http://vimeo.com/29960928.]
 “Heights residents recognize how 
lucky they are to have such an amazing 
diversity of independent businesses in 
our community and want to show their 
appreciation,” said Lloyd Bell, board 
president of FutureHeights.

 Find out who came out on top at the 
Best of the Heights awards ceremony, 
which begins at 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 17 at 
the Dobama Theatre, 2340 Lee Road. 
Enjoy refreshments and music from 
oldboy, a Cleveland Heights-based 
roots-rock group. The event is spon-
sored by Meaden & Moore and DVUV 
LLC. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 
at the door. Call 216-320-1423 or visit 
www.2012bestoftheheights.eventbrite.com 
for more information and to purchase 
tickets.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Project V.O.I.C.E. to perform at Ruffing  
Montessori School

project v.O.i.C.e.’s Sarah Kay and phil Kaye.

Julie Black Haffke 

Acclaimed spoken-word poets Sarah Kay 
and Phil Kaye will kick off Ruffing Mon-
tessori School’s Arts Integration Year on 
Thursday, Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. with a spoken-
word performance at Ruffing Montessori 
School, at 3380 Fairmount Blvd. in Cleve-
land Heights. 
 This event is free and open to the 
public. Register by contacting Karen 
Hahn at karenh@ruffingmontessori.net 
or 216-321-7571. 
 Sarah Kay is the founder and co-di-
rector of Project V.O.I.C.E (Vocal Out-
reach into Creative Expression) with 
Phil Kaye. Through Project V.O.I.C.E., 
Sarah and Phil travel to schools, colleges 
and universities throughout the country 
to teach and empower young adults to 
write, perform and express themselves 
through spoken word poetry. Project 
V.O.I.C.E. will be working with Ruff-
ing’s Elementary and Middle school 
students during its time in Cleveland.
 In addition to her work with Project 
V.O.I.C.E, Kay published a book, B, in 

2011 containing her poem, “If I Should 
Have a Daughter,” which she performed 
as a featured speaker at the 2011 TED 
Conference in Long Beach, Calif. She 
has also performed at the 2011 Cannes 
Lions Creativity Festival, the Tribeca Film 
Festival, Lincoln Center Out of Doors, 
and the United Nations. To learn more 
about Sarah Kay, Phil Kaye and Project 
V.O.I.C.E., visit www.project-voice.net and 
www.kaysarahsera.com.

Julie Black Haffke is director of institutional 
advancement for Ruffing Montessori School 
and a Shaker Heights resident.
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GUESS WHAT I DID TODAY? I formed a hypothesis! I played the starring role!
I explored world cultures! I spoke a foreign language!

3 out of 3 stars

www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Preschool / Day School Open House
For the 2013-2014 School Year

Sunday, November 11 // 1-2:30 PM
Learn more about our award-winning Early Childhood Programs and

meet our exceptional teachers and staff.

Register* online by clicking on the Open House Banner or Events Tab at TheMusicSettlement.org.
For more information about our Early Childhood Education Programs, call 216-421-5806, ext. 160

*This is an adults-only event. Your child must turn 3 years old by December 31, 2013 to be eligible 
for admission in the 2013-2014 Early Childhood Programs.

Programs are generously funded by:

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

Susie Kaesar 

It’s election season and we need to pay 
attention.
 Apathy is the enemy of democracy. 
It can allow unacceptable conditions 
to become accepted facts of life. By 
expressing our concerns through our 
actions as citizens and as voters, we de-
cide which issues receive attention and 
if solutions serve the public’s interests. 
It’s our responsibility. It’s the central 
feature of a democratic government and 
society. It makes democracy work.
 I was reminded of the power of 
citizen voices by The Race Beat, a 2006 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book by Gene 
Roberts and Hank Klibanoff that 
documents the media’s role during the 
civil rights movement.
 Through thousands of acts of 
individual bravery, ordinary citizens 
put themselves in harm’s way to as-
sert their rights. They stood up to an 
entrenched way of life where brutality 
was used—and accepted as normal—
to enforce segregation, disenfranchise 
voters, subvert justice, and exclude 
African Americans from economic 
and other opportunities. The media, 
previously disinterested in issues of 
race, could not ignore the explosive 

reaction from the white establishment 
that used violence to stop protests and 
spewed hatred to defend its actions.
 By speaking up, these citizens, 
and the reporters who covered them, 
brought the reality of racial oppression 
into the light of day for the nation, the 
world, and Congress to see and to finally 
address. It upended a way of life that 
had been sanctioned for generations by 
the nation’s complicity of silence.
 The civil rights movement inspires 
me and I hope it encourages anyone who 
doubts that they can affect the common 
good. I believe that by joining with oth-
ers I can be part of making change, be it 
ever so small. That keeps me going. And 
I know it helps move things forward.
 I believe hope propels individuals to 
push for a better world. I am troubled 
by what seems to be an effort by cynical 
power seekers to make citizens give up 
hope in their government and disengage 
from the political process by making 
government ineffective and defining it 
as the problem. Another discouraging 
development is the raft of legislation 
to suppress the vote and the aftermath 
of confusion about the rules—a cynical 
strategy to obstruct involvement. Power 
gained by limiting participation—either 
by promoting apathy or creating hurdles 
to voting—strikes fear in my heart. 
Any effort that tries to silence citizens 
undermines democracy.
 Now is the time to connect, engage, 
pay attention, vote. We squander the 
common good if we sit out the process 

Apathy is the enemy that enables us to define it.

Voting Information
Make sure you are registered to vote. 
Registration ends Oct. 9. Download 
a form from the Board of Elections 
website www.boe.cuyahogacounty.us, or 
sign up at your local library, Heights 
High or City Hall. If you have moved 
or changed your name since you last 
voted, reregister by Oct. 9. Decide 
how you want to vote and cast your 
ballot. Your choices are:
•  Early vote in person at the Board 

of Elections (BOE) between Oct. 2 
and Nov. 2. Cuyahoga County BOE 
is located at 2925 Euclid Ave. Hours 
and days vary. Check with the board 
before you go 216-443-3298.

•  Vote absentee starting on Oct. 2. All 
registered voters are supposed to 
receive an absentee ballot applica-
tion in the mail. If you do not receive 
one, contact the Board of Elections. 
Return the application to receive a 
ballot. Remember, once you apply for 
a ballot you can’t change your mind 
and vote in person.

•  Vote on Nov. 6 at your assigned poll-
ing place. Voter identification has 
not changed in Ohio. A photo ID, 
utility bill or other document with 
your address is acceptable. You can 
also use the last four digits of your 
social security number.

 Encourage your friends and family 
to do the same.

Susie Kaesar is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board 
of Parents for Public Schools. 
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A World Perspective
As a photography student at the  
Cleveland Institute of Art,  
Sarah Groh spent an amazing  
semester abroad in Ireland.  
She brought back a new  
perspective on her art and a  
cherished lucky charm.
 
On November 17 you can learn  
more about our study abroad  
experiences and 18 majors in art  
and design during CIA’s fall open  
house. Talk to faculty, learn about 
portfolio preparation, and take  
a campus tour.
 
Learn more at cia.edu.

Coit Road Farmers Market 
Taste of Autumn benefit Oct. 8

Shoppers and produce at Coit Road Farmers Market. 

Kim Sergio Inglis 

The annual Coit Road Farmers Market 
Benefit will be held on Monday, Oct. 8, 
6–8 p.m. at The Beachland Ballroom. 
The event features live music and the 
taste of the local harvest from area farm-
ers, prepared by local chefs.
 Tickets are $35, and are available 
at the Coit Road Farmers Market or 
online at www.coitmarket.org. The 
market is open on Wednesdays, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. from April to Novem-
ber, and is open on Saturdays, 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., year round. The market is 
at 15000 Wordworth Road (corner 

of Coit and Woodworth roads), East 
Cleveland.
 The Beachland Ballroom is located 
at 15711 Waterloo Road, Cleveland.
 Founded in 1932, the market is cel-
ebrating its 80th anniversary. The Coit 
Road Market offers access to affordable 
locally sourced farm-fresh products to 
the residents of Greater Cleveland. 
The proceeds support operation of the 
market during the winter months.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shak-
er Farm Historic District in Cleveland 
Heights.
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Historic tours of 
Heights neighborhoods 
scheduled for this fall

Heights Observer Contributor

FutureHeights will host the last in-
stallments of its app-enhanced neigh-
borhood tours on Oct. 20 and Nov. 3. 
They are part of four neighborhood 
tours created by FutureHeights, with 
help from the Cleveland Heights 
Historical Society, the Cleveland 
Heights Landmark Commission, and 
the Center for Public History and 
Digital Humanities at Cleveland State 
University.
 On Saturday, Oct. 20, Mark South-
er, associate professor of history at 
Cleveland State University (CSU) and 
member of the Cleveland Heights 
Landmark Commission, will lead an 
app-enhanced bicycle tour of Cleveland 
Heights’s historic Noble-Monticello 
neighborhood. The free tour will start 
at Oxford Elementary School at 9:30 
a.m., and end at the same location at 
11:30 a.m., with a tour of the school and 
its WPA-era artwork. The tour will take 
place rain or shine.
 Souther will guide cyclists through 
the northern portion of Cleveland 
Heights, with stops at the Inglewood 
Historic District, Nela Park and the 
Warner Swasey Observatory. “The 
Noble-Monticello area was largely 
farmland until about a century ago,” 
said Souther. “Dairies, orchards, 
and farms made it something of a 
breadbasket, while bluestone quar-
ries yielded the stones that helped 
build Cleveland. Wealthy industrial-
ists built their country estates here, 
Nela Park opened in 1910, and then 
the area opened to suburban develop-
ment.”
 To help bring history to life, 
Souther will use the Cleveland Histori-
cal mobile phone app, which was devel-
oped by his team at CSU. Participants 
can download the free app prior to the 
tour at the App Store (for iPhone), the 
Android Market or at www.clevelandhis-
torical.org.
 “You don’t need to own a smart 
phone or be an expert cyclist to enjoy 
the tour,” said Souther. “We’ll take a lei-
surely pace and use the app to enhance 

the tour with historic photos and audio 
clips of people telling the history of 
their neighborhood. If you have a smart 
phone, bring it, and we’ll show you how 
to download and navigate through the 
Cleveland Historical app.”
 On Saturday, Nov. 3, Deanna Brem-
er Fisher and Hugh Fisher, authors of 
Euclid Golf Neighborhood, an Arcadia 
Images of America-series book, and of 
the National Register application for 
the neighborhood, will lead an app-
enhanced tour of the Cedar Fairmount 
area, in conjunction with a planned 
unveiling of signage for the Euclid Golf 
Historic District.
 “Euclid Golf was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in 2002, and we’re thrilled to finally 
have signage that reflects that,” said 
Hugh Fisher. “Euclid Golf was named 
after the upper nine holes of the Eu-
clid Club’s golf course that was on the 
property from 1901 to 1912, when the 
club disbanded. John D. Rockefeller 
owned the land and sold it to Barton 
R. Deming to develop top-quality 
housing.”
 The time and starting location for 
the tour is still to be determined, as 
plans for the unveiling ceremony are 
finalized.
 Through the Cleveland Historical 
app, residents and visitors can explore 
the Heights at their own pace, using 
their smart phones. Tours of Coventry 
Village were held in June and August, 
and a tour of Dugway Brook was held 
Sept. 22.
 The project is generously funded 
by the residents of Cuyahoga County 
through a public grant from Cuyahoga 
Arts & Culture, and with support from 
Coventry Village Special Improvement 
District, Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed 
Kelley, the City of Cleveland Heights, 
the Cedar Fairmount Special Improve-
ment District, Nighttown Restaurant, 
Cleveland Heights Historical Society, 
Council Member Dennis Wilcox and 
others.
 For more information, visit www.
clevelandhistorical.org or call Future-
Heights at 216-320-1423.

Keep our community unique; 
support local independent 

merchants
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bossen departs as UUSC minister; interim 
minister takes the helm
Walter Nicholes 

Rev. Colin Bossen, minister of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Society of Cleveland 
(UUSC) since September 2007, officially 
stepped down on Aug. 12. He will move 
with his family to Boston to begin a doc-
toral program at Harvard University.
 Rev. Doug Wadkins, minister of the 
Unitarian Universalist congregation in 
Bellingham, Wash. for the past 13 years, 
will be interim minister at UUSC while 
the society searches for a new full-time 
minister.
 Bossen will enter Harvard Uni-
versity’s Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences, with the Committee on the 
History of American Civilization. He 
will study the relationship between 
theology and social movements, with 
special interest in how people’s beliefs 
shape the kind of social movement they 
create. His ultimate goal, he told the 
congregation in his final service, is to 
become a “public intellectual.”
 During his tenure at UUSC, the 
congregation grew from 60 to 90 mem-
bers, with most new members in their 
20s and 30s. Noteworthy accomplish-
ments on his watch included strong 
congregational approval for GLBT (Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender) 
rights, and support for demonstrations 
in Columbus, at Cleveland City Council 
meetings and on the CWRU campus.   
 In support of compassionate immi-
gration reform, the congregation stood 
behind Bossen during his civil disobedi-
ence arrest in opposition to Arizona’s 
SB1070 legislation.  Members hosted 
events and sent dozens of letters to the 
President and to Congress demanding 
just immigration reform. The congrega-
tion also passed a resolution repudiating 
the Doctrine of Discovery, an obscure 
15th-century Catholic theological teach-
ing that forms the basis of much United 
States property law.
 Other events included hosting 
nationally known speakers, such as jour-
nalist Amy Goodman and author Ursula 
Goodenough, and an annual public wor-
ship service commemorating U.S. and 
Iraqi victims of the Second Gulf War. 
UUSC is a founding organization of 
Greater Cleveland Congregations, and 
participates in an ongoing program that 
works with the local Bhutanese refugee 
community.  
 Doug Wadkins, Bossen’s temporary 
replacement, has served as a hospice 
chaplain and campus minister, and has 

Departing minister Rev. Colin bossen stands at UUSC’s entrance ready to greet members of the congre-
gation for his final service on Aug. 12. 

led congregations in North Carolina, 
Florida, Texas, Oregon, Wisconsin and 
Washington. For the past six years, he 
worked with the Pacific Northwest 
United Universalist Association District 
on its Transition Team, helping congre-
gations share the ministry during times 
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Sergio Abramof: 
a remembrance
Jewel Moulthrop

I wasn’t a personal friend of Sergio 
Abramof, though I would have liked to 
be one. I am, however, and will always 
be, an ardent fan who had three brief 
person-to-person encounters with 
him.
 In the five years since we moved to 
Cleveland Heights, Saráva, at Shaker 
Square, has become my favorite local 
restaurant. (Sergio’s in University Circle 
is also in my top five.) The first time I 
met Sergio was when I was dining at 
Saráva. He was walking through the 
restaurant; we made eye contact and 
he stopped to chat with us. We compli-
mented the food and he thanked us for 
choosing his restaurant.
 Last February, the Maltz Museum 
of Jewish Heritage in Beachwood pre-
sented an evening with three local 
Jewish chefs, including Sergio, Doug 
Katz (fire food and drink), and Michael  
Herschman (Lopez). They told won-
derful stories about family dinners, the 
foods they grew up with, and about get-
ting started in the restaurant business.
 Sergio told the now well-known 
tale of his interview, many years ago, 
with Carl Quagliata, who was opening 
an Italian restaurant on Chagrin Bou-
levard, Ristorante Giovanni. As Sergio 
told it, Quagliata knew him by only his 
first name and assumed he was Italian. 
It was only after hiring him that he 
learned Sergio’s last name, that he was 
Jewish, and that he knew nothing about 
Italian cuisine. A quick learner with an 
innate food sense, Sergio soon became 
the executive chef and stayed at the 
restaurant, encouraging and teaching 
others, for 14 years.

 The three chefs stayed around after 
the presentation to mingle with the 
crowd. I had the opportunity to talk 
with Sergio for a few minutes about the 
hard work and scar-toughened hands of 
professional chefs. He showed me his 
and we had a good laugh together.
 I met Sergio for the last time at the 
beginning of August in Whole Foods 
Market on Cedar Road. I was standing 
behind him, waiting to check out. Rec-
ognizing him, I spoke his name. Sergio 
turned and looked at me as if he should 
know who I was. In response to his 
quizzical look, I said, “I’m just a fan.” He 
gave me that warm and wonderful smile, 
took my hand in both of his and said, 
“That’s all I need to know.” We talked 
a little about how our summers were 
going, and then went our separate ways. 
That’s the way it was with Sergio—it was 
personal.
 The news of Sergio’s death hit like 
a thunderbolt. His memorial service on 
Sept. 3 was SRO—standing room only. 
Brazilian music played as hundreds of 
mourners entered the chapel. Longtime 
friends and colleagues shared stories 
about him, often with tears. It was a 
fitting tribute to the man who had given 
so much to so many people, and died too 
soon.
 There are those who will remember 
Sergio for his friendship, for his support 
and encouragement, for his infectious 
laugh, and for his remarkable life. I 
will remember him for his grace, good 
humor, and the twinkle in his eye.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, a member of the FutureHeights Board of 
Directors, and chair of the Heights Observer’s 
editorial advisory committee.

of change.
 For more information about the 
Unitarian Universalist Society of Cleve-
land, visit www.uucleveland.org.

Walter Nicholes is a member of the United 
Universalist Society of Cleveland.
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You too can 
be proud of 
your garden

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

We customize fall maintenance 
services to meet your needs:
• Lawn renovations
• Fall leaf clean up
• Bed maintenance
• Pruning and trimming
•  Weekly lawn maintenance

Despite your best 
efforts, are you 
disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

Are you tired of 
calling an 800 
number and not receiving
the personal service 
you deserve?

Are you frustrated 
with high pressure 
sales calls for services 
you don’t want or need?

!"#$"%&'()*+,-+./011222- 34-54-+222+6,3278

216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380 • www.QBDS.net
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

QUINTANA’ S
B A R B E R  &  D R E A M  S P A

REDISCOVER

The Art of Barbering
                   $5.00 OFF ANY HAIR SERVICE

Treat  Yourse l f
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A Luxurious Massage  or any Facial
by our highly trained staff
$25.00 OFF ANY MASSAGE and/or FACIAL 

Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm, 
Wed 8 am - 8 pm, 
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm, 
Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Celebrate local food in the Heights Oct. 1–6
Kendra Dean

During the first week of October, the 
Heights will celebrate sustainability with 
Local Food Week. The event is coordi-
nated by the Sustainable Heights Net-
work and will feature events throughout 
the week, as well as a festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 6, at Grace Lutheran Church, 13001 
Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights.
 Enjoy local food dishes at Night-
town, Brennan’s Colony and Barle Soup 
& Sandwich every day from Oct. 1–5, 
and experience a “fresh mob” hosted by 
The Wine Spot and Farmshare Ohio on 
Friday, Oct. 5, featuring Ohio wines and 
farm-fresh produce. Other activities, such 
as a movie screening about the local food 
movement and local farmer’s markets, are 
happening throughout the week.
 The Local Food Festival on Oct. 6 
will feature food preservation and com-
posting workshops, and demonstrations 
from many organizations, including the 
Rid-All Green Partnership, The Ohio 
State University Extension, and Food 
Not Lawns, Cleveland. There will be 
food samples, and activities for kids.
 Noelle Celeste, publisher of Edible 
Cleveland, will host a conversation be-
tween Douglas Katz, chef and owner of 
fire food and drink, and Jay Szabo of Dun-
ham Tavern Market Garden, exploring the 
relationship between a chef dedicated to 
local food and the farmer who grows it.
 Local businesses will also be par-
ticipating in the festival, with ice cream 
from Sweetie Fry, and jams and jellies 
from The Charmed Kitchen, among 
them.

 “Our food supplies are becoming less 
personal,” said Keith Logan of Sweetie 
Fry, explaining one benefit of eating lo-
cal. “The farmer doesn’t know the com-
munity or the people who are eating his 
food. This is risky, as better decisions are 
made when we are close to the outcomes, 
especially about such things as chemical 
use, growth hormones and antibiotics.”
 In support for Local Food Week, 
Cark Skalak of Cleveland’s Blue Pike 
Farm said, “Supporting local food is one 
of the best things you can do for your-
self. Buying local gets you the freshest, 
highest quality produce.”
 A complete list of Local Food Week 
events, is listed at www.sustainableheights-
network.net. Also on the website is a tab 
for Local Food Week recipes—a week’s 
worth of recipes from The Charmed 
Kitchen, featuring food items that can 
be purchased from local producers, and 
tips for sourcing them locally.

Kendra Dean is a graduate student at the 
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences 
and is an intern at FutureHeights.

This colorful produce was grown and purchased 
locally.

Rita Coolidge concert at Nighttown to benefit 
Cedar Fairmount SID

Kim Sergio Inglis

On Friday, Oct 12, Nighttown will be 
the setting for two performances by 
two-time Grammy Award-winner Rita 
Coolidge. The second of the two con-
certs, at 8 p.m., will benefit the Cedar 
Fairmount Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID), to raise funds for the newly 
erected Cedar Fairmount street sign 
at the intersection of Cedar Road and 
Fairmount Boulevard, and for future 
streetscape projects.
 Tickets for the 6:30 p.m. general 
public concert are $75 each.
 Tickets for the 8 p.m. benefit con-
cert are $150 each ($60 tax deductible) 
and include cocktails, hors d’oeuvres 
and a silent auction at 7 p.m., and fea-
ture Gold Circle seating, right in front 
of the stage. The benefit’s honorary 
chairs are Gus and Jan Kious.
 Silent auction items include a three- 
night stay at a Holiday Valley ski lodge; 
a night at the InterContinental Hotel 
on Carnegie with a $200 Nighttown 
gift certificate; Browns box seats; Ohio 
State tickets; a gift basket of  items 
from Cedar Fairmount merchants; and 
a private dinner for eight in the Kious’s 
home.
 Kaye Lowe, executive director of 
the Cedar Fairmount SID, said, “Rita 
Coolidge is traveling from Toronto to 
Cleveland Heights, and then on to New 
York.” Commenting on the benefit, 
Lowe asked, “Where else can you go to 
see such a famous performer, in such an 
intimate setting?”
 Lowe noted that she had been 
working with a committee for ap-
proximately two years to raise money 
for the Cedar Fairmount street sign and 
hopes, through the concert and through 
donations, to move forward with other 
streetscape projects for the district. 
“ODOT has scheduled redoing Cedar 
Road in 2015,” said Lowe, “and Cedar 
Fairmount hopes to tie in streetscape 
plans with all that. With a streetscape 
plan, and by calculating costs for it, 
we can apply for grants to help fund 
streetscape projects.”
 “Our budget is so small,” said Lowe, 
“we rely on the generosity of building 
owners and the neighborhood to accom-
plish what we have, in creating a safe, 
pleasant environment for the citizens 
of Cleveland Heights.”
 To make reservations for either 
concert, contact Nighttown at 216-795-

0550. To learn more about the Cedar 
Fairmount SID, visit www.cedarfair-
mount.org.
 Those unable to attend the concert 
who want to contribute can send tax 
deductible donations to Cedar Fair-
mount SID, 2460 Fairmount Blvd., 
Suite 311, Cleveland Heights, OH 
44106.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shak-
er Farm Historic District in Cleveland 
Heights.

Rita Coolidge to perform at nightown.

All companion animals (furry, feathered, 
winged and otherwise) are welcome at 

this liturgy celebrating creation 

Sunday, October 7, 3:30 p.m. 
on the front lawn 

 

Church of the Saviour UMC 
2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

One block north of Fairmount Blvd. 
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!!!!!Academic!excellence!is!the!essence!of!a!Beaumont!educa3on.!Beaumont!is!a!

Catholic!college‐preparatory!high!school!where!girls!grow!to!be!accomplished! 

young!women<!and!con=dent<!compassionate!leaders!for!the!21st!century. 

October!A!‐!Sunday<!Noon!to!2!pm 

November!A!‐!Wednesday<!5G30!to!Apm 

Scholarship!Entrance!ExamsG!October!19<!20<!26<!2A 

 

3301!North!MarN!Blvd. 

Cleveland!Heights<!OH!PP11Q 

216.325.1661!R!beaumontschool.org 

Hanna perkins open house is Oct. 24

Hanna perkins School focuses on emotional intel-
ligence.

Bob Rosenbaum

Hanna Perkins Center for Child Devel-
opment which operates Hanna Perkins 
preschool and kindergarten, will host 
a fall open house from 5:30–7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, at 19910 Malvern 
Road in Shaker Heights.
 The purpose of the event is to 
introduce members of the education, 
child development and East Side com-
munities to Karen Baer, new CEO of the 
nonprofit organization and school. Baer, 
who joined Hanna Perkins over the 
summer, was previously chief clinical 
officer of Lifebanc, the Cleveland-based 
organ and tissue procurement organiza-
tion.
 The open house will highlight 
the Hanna Perkins approach to child 
development and early education—an 
effective method that has been used 
for more than 60 years to train child 
care specialists and educators across the 
region and around the world.
 “A lot of people think they know 
who we are, but there is so much to 
this organization that even those who 
know us well often don’t realize the full 
scope of our services,” Baer said. “It’s a 
great opportunity for people to come 
and meet us for the first time—to see 

our beautiful facility and learn about 
the methodology we’ve built to help 
parents give their children the best start 
in life.”
 The open house will include re-
freshments and tours of the school, 
community garden and conference 
facility. Brief remarks are scheduled at 
6:15 p.m. The event is free and open to 
the public. Those who wish to attend are 
asked to RSVP by e-mail to reception@
hannaperkins.org.
 Hanna Perkins School’s toddler, 
preschool and kindergarten programs 
emphasize emotional intelligence—the 
critical process for children to under-
stand, communicate and manage their 
feelings. Located in the renovated, his-
toric former Malvern School in Shaker 
Heights, Hanna Perkins is a direct de-
scendant of the Cleveland Day Nursery 
Program, which ran one of the nation’s 
earliest nursery schools (opened in 1880) 
and which pioneered in the field of early 
child development.
 To learn more about Hanna Perkins, 
visit www.facebook.com/hannaperkins-
school.

Bob Rosenbaum, a longtime Observer volun-
teer, provides marketing services for Hanna 
Perkins Center.

Ride for Miles
Many Heights residents participated 
in the 5th annual Ride for Miles on 
Sept. 16. The 15-mile bicycle ride raises 
awareness and funds to continue the 
work of the late Miles Coburn, biolo-
gist at John Carroll University (JCU). 
The course begins at JCU and is one 
that Coburn rode each day before he 
went to work.
 Coburn, who died in 2008 in a 
bicycling accident, studied minnows—
tiny creatures whose habitat has 
been threatened by environmental 
degradation. With his biology col-
leagues at JCU, he initiated classes in 
environmental sciences. His wife and 
children provided the initial support 
for the Miles Coburn Endowed Pro-
fessorship in Environmental Science 
at JCU to continue his work—to edu-
cate students about the environment. 
Fundraising continues for the profes-
sorship, with a goal of $500,000. To 
donate, go to jcu.edu/coburn or contact 
Mary Rycyna at 216-397-4921.
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FutureHeights auction 
starts Oct. 13
Skip the tux! Stay at home!, an annual online 
fundraiser to benefit the work of Future-
Heights, kicks off at 5 p.m. on Oct. 13.
 “This annual event is a win-win for 
everyone,” said Lloyd Bell, director of 
FutureHeights. “Local business donors 
receive terrific online presence throughout 
the auction’s run and a tax deduction, bid-
ders can snag some wonderful bargains for 
themselves or gifts for the holidays, and 
FutureHeights receives much needed funds 
to continue its work of building community 
in the Heights through civic engagement, 
including publishing the Heights Observer.”
 “This year’s auction includes many 
one-of-a-kind items and unique experi-
ences,” said Bell. “There’s six-months of 
groceries from Zagara’s, a private tour 
of the West Side Market with local food 
author Laura Taxel, a weekend getaway 
to Chautauqua, lunch with Cleveland 
Heights Mayor Ed Kelley, brunch at fire 
with Michael Ruhlman, and lots of other 
cool things you can’t get anywhere else.”
 FutureHeights is accepting dona-
tions of new goods and services through-
out the course of the event, which runs 
from 5 p.m., Oct. 13, through 8 p.m., Nov. 
18. All items will go to the highest bidder 
at the close of the auction.
 For more information or to donate 
online visit www.biddingforgood.com/
futureheights or call 216-320-1423.
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community news

Committed to serving the community, we o�er 

the latest technologies at Stephanie Tubbs 

Jones Health Center. Our services include: 

primary and preventive care for the family, care 

for chronic diseases (diabetes, heart, kidney), 

lab and radiology services, wellness services, 

outpatient pharmacy and more.

A new home for 
expert care.

13944 Euclid Avenue  l  East Cleveland

Call today for an appointment today. 
216.767.4250  

clevelandclinic.org/stjhc

Celebrating our first year.
Stephanie Tubbs Jones 

Health Center.

At Cleveland Clinic Stephanie Tubbs Jones 

Health Center we are celebrating our first anniversary 

serving the community. We offer more than 

25 specialty services providing the latest 

technologies. Our services include: primary and 

preventive care for the family, care for chronic 

diseases (diabetes, heart, kidney), 

lab and radiology services, wellness services, 

outpatient pharmacy and more. 

13944 Euclid Avenue  |  East Cleveland

Call today for an appointment today.
216.767.4250

clevelandclinic.org/stjhc

Heights youth club travels 
to el salvador 

Kimberly Morgan

The board of directors and the members 
of the Heights Youth Club (HYC) of-
fered their thanks to the Sheffler family 
for sponsoring a second International 
Partners in Mission (IPM) immersion 
experience to Central America. Five 
HYC delegates, and two chaperones, 
traveled to El Salvador in August for a 
one-week visit to that country. All par-
ties connected with the trip agree that 
the experience will have a lasting impact 
on the young travelers.
 While in El Salvador, the teens 
met a group of women who had cam-
paigned to bring well water to their 
community of 96 families. One of the 
women, Conchita, told the group that 
when they finally struck water, everyone 
cheered and hugged and cried tears of 
joy together. 
 Today, the community receives 
water every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday for two hours each day. Everyone 
knows when the water will be turned 
on, so can they prepare their contain-
ers. Because the children no longer have 
the chore of  carrying the water to the 
village, they can attend school. 
 The women also worked to pur-
chase a mill to enable them to grind 
corn for flour. The mill provides six 
women a monthly salary of about $12 

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

3037 Corydon Road, Cleveland Heights
4 bedroom/2 bath colonial

each. The women also saved enough 
money to buy an oven, which enables 
them to bake bread from the corn they 
have milled. The bread they bake feeds 
their community and saves the people 
much money. 
 The Salvadoran people express pride 
in their heritage through art: murals, 
posters, celebrations and memorial 
parks. The group toured the art studio 
of local artist Fernando Llort, whose 
art is characterized by bright colors and 
powerful symbolism. Much of Llort’s art 
represents the faith, work and labors of 
Monsignor Oscar Romero, a Catholic 
priest martyred during the country’s civil 
war. Llort believes his work “is a gift from 
God for the people of El Salvador” and 
teaches his techniques to local artists. 
 The travelers met several Salvador-
an living legends, who taught the word 
da’le (pronounced doll-eh), which means 
“to keep going, striving, taking a stand 
for what is important to each person.” 
In the coming months, the young travel-
ers will present their perspective of the 
Salvadoran immersion experience—and 
the da’le each has gained. 
 For more information about this 
and other IPM immersion experiences, 
go to www.ipmconnect.org.

Kimberly Morgan is board administrator for 
the Heights Youth Club.

Observer advertising is good for your 
business and good for your community

Front row: stephanie Pedicini (iPm interpretor), Jasmine Davis, stephanie simon, Kylia washington.  
Back row: olivia morgan, Kimberly morgan, cameron steele, Roscoe morgan (club director).
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2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

Heights seniors advance in national merit scholarship program
Angee Shaker

Four Cleveland Heights High School se-
niors have been recognized as semifinal-
ists in the first round of the 58th annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
They are Trevor Coble, Carter Hastings, 
Ian Kraus and Thomas Frederick. The 
four seniors will have the opportunity 
to compete this spring for one of 8,300 
scholarships.
 “These are exceptional students,” 
Superintendent Doug Heuer said. “We 
are extremely proud that they have 
earned this recognition. Their level of 
achievement is exactly what we have 
come to expect from Heights students, 
who demonstrate their excellence every 
year . . . on the PSAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test.”
 Trevor Coble likes math, science 
and the social sciences. “I’ve had really 
great teachers at Heights,” he said. “Mr. 
Meister makes history so real.” Coble 
is also enrolled in numbers theory and 
world literature at Case Western Re-
serve University. Coble’s love of learning 
was encouraged by his parents. Unsure 
of his plans after graduation, Coble 
intends to apply to several liberal arts 
colleges, including Macalester in St. 
Paul, Minn. and Kenyon in Gambier, 
Ohio.
 Carter Hastings felt he had no other 
choice but to succeed. “My parents and 
teachers really encouraged me to do 
my best,” Carter said. “My parents are 
proud of me. A lot of the credit goes 
to them—they pushed me and helped 
me to reach my goals,” he said. Carter 
is interested in attending a liberal arts 

Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

Fall Open House
Sunday, November 4, 2012

2-4 pm

3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  

ruffingmontessori.net

For more information or to schedule a tour 
and classroom observation, please contact 
our Admissions Office at 216-321-7571.

Japanese and Malaysian 
Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

college and plans to apply to Oberlin 
College, Denison University and Ken-
yon College.
 Ian Kraus appreciates the great 
teachers at Heights High. “Heights has 
done a lot for me,” Kraus said. “The 
teachers and staff are always there to 
support me.” History teacher Karen 
Bauer-Blazer has had the biggest impact 
on him. “History is my favorite subject 
and I have had her class every year of 
high school,” he said. “She makes class 
interesting and engaging.” Kraus plans 
to apply to schools with strong business 

programs, including Stanford, Columbia 
and Princeton universities.
 Thomas Frederick’s favorite classes 
are chemistry and statistics. He is 
enrolled in organic chemistry and cal-
culus at Cleveland State University and 
AP statistics at Heights High. “I have 
always been a math person,” he said. 
He credits chemistry teacher Evelyn 
Bradshaw for being especially inspiring. 

Frederick enjoys his organic chemistry 
class at CSU because it enables him 
to see how things work at the micro 
level. Frederick plans to apply to several 
schools, including Brown and North-
western universities.

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District. 

cHHs seniors trevor coble, carter Hastings, ian Kraus, and thomas Frederick have been named semifinalists in the first round of the annual national merit 
scholarship Program.

Joan Spoerl 

The Fairfax Elementary School PTA 
will hold a Fall Harvest Festival on 
Saturday, Oct. 20 from 12–5 p.m.  The 
community is welcome and encouraged 
to attend this family-friendly event and 
fundraiser.
 The festival will feature face paint-
ing, bounce houses, cake walks, a 50/50 
raffle, local craft vendors, food and 

Fall Harvest Festival at Fairfax Elementary
drink, music, crafts and activities. In the 
event of rain, the festival will be held 
inside the school.
 Fairfax Elementary School is at 3150 
Fairfax Road, Cleveland Heights.

Joan Spoerl is the parent of a second grader 
at Fairfax Elementary and is an early child-
hood consultant with more than 13 years of 
combined experience teaching kindergarten, 
Head Start, preschool and college.

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  

(216) 392-1335 1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com Financing Available 

Specializing in: 
Residential Driveways 
Asphalt & Concrete 
Masonry 
Roofing  

Sealcoating 
Siding 
Windows 

A+ rating 

Call for Fall specials . . .  
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Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

schools to promote safe walking and biking in october
Mary Dunbar

Neighborhood schools are even stron-
ger community assets when kids bike or 
walk to school. The benefits are many: 
less traffic congestion, healthy exercise, 
zero pollution and more independent 
kids. Though some children must ride 
buses, many live within a mile of school 
and can easily walk or bike there.
 Oct. 3 is International Walk to 
School Day, and the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights school district has a 
Walk or Bike to School Day on its cal-
endar for that date. In addition, schools 
are offering activities throughout Octo-
ber to encourage safe walking and bicy-
cling as a way of creating a supportive 
environment for healthy lifestyles.
 To bolster such efforts, Clif Kids and 
the Safe Routes to School National Part-
nership provide schools with kits that 
contain a banner, educational materials, 
reflective stickers and 250 Clif Kid bars. 

Heights High senior visits Brazil in summer exchange
Joy Henderson

Cleveland Heights High School senior 
Zoe Cook was one of 13 students nation-
ally, and one of three from Ohio, who 
was chosen for a three-week student 
exchange in Brazil. 
 The Young Ambassadors program, 
which is supported by the Cleveland 
Council of World Affairs and the U.S. 
State Department, promotes under-
standing between the people of the 
United States and Brazil, prepares teens 
to be leaders, fosters relationships be-
tween ethnic and religious groups, and 
creates networks of young leaders.
 The trip began with two days of 
orientation with the U.S. embassy staff 
in Washington, DC, followed by three 
days in Brasilia, the capital of Brazil. 
The students met several of the Brazil-
ian diplomatic staff and that, said Cook, 
“is where we were really introduced to 
the Brazilian culture.” Brazilian Young 
Ambassadors helped guide the Ameri-
can students.
 The majority of the trip was spent 
with host families. Cook’s family lives 
on the Atlantic coast in Salvador, Brazil’s 
third-largest city. “My host family was 
so kind and welcoming,” she said. Her 
host sister spoke English, but the rest 
of the family did not. “I learned a little 
Portuguese, but only a little,” Cook 

Participants in the spring afterschool Fairfax Bike club had so much fun that some are signed up for 
the fall edition, too.

Heights High senior Zoe cook spent three weeks in Brazil this summer.

added.
 Part of the experience was to learn 
about the work of several nonprofit 
organizations in Brazil. The students 
toured several favelas—neighborhoods 
with concentrated poverty. The stu-
dents learned about programs focused 
on improving education and decreasing 
drug use and violence.
 “This was really a life changing ex-
perience for me,” said Cook. “I learned 
so much about the people and culture 
of Brazil. We really broke down our 
stereotypes about each other.”
 Cook is a member of the Minor-
ity Student Achievement Network 
(MSAN) and learned about the trip at 
a meeting. 
 “Zoe is a quiet leader who is very 
interested in community service,” said 
David Peake, MSAN advisor. “We are 
really proud that she was chosen for this 
experience.”
 Cook, who plans to be involved with 
the Young Ambassadors program when 
the Brazilian teens come to Cleveland 
this winter, plays field hockey, is on the 
swim team, student council and National 
Honor Society, and is a peer tutor. She 
will apply to The Ohio State University 
and the University of Cincinnati.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.

Let’s celebrate!

We turn 6 
on Oct. 6th! 

RAFFLES
GOODIES

LOVE

SAVINGS

This event kicks off our month-long 
series of  special promotions. 

See ReviveStore.com or 
Facebook.com/revivestore for updates.

REVIVE 
ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY!

Saturday, Oct. 6, 2012
10am - 7pmwww.ReviveStore.com

NEOhio’s 1st Fair Trade Eco-Boutique
Independent & Local

Exclusive Revive Brand Product Lines

Revive on Lee
2248 Lee Rd.

Cleveland Hts 44118
216-371-2778

Revive at Legacy
24355 Cedar Rd.
Lyndhurst 44124

216-382-4836

This year, six district schools requested 
and received kits. They are Boulevard, 
Canterbury, Fairfax, Gearity, Roxboro 
Elementary and Roxboro Intermediate 
schools.
 Meanwhile, other cycling-friendly 
initiatives are underway. The district is 
upgrading and adding more bike racks 
to meet growing demand. Building 
on the popularity of bike rodeos held 
in the spring at Gearity and Fairfax, 
Canterbury is planning one in October. 
And the Bike Club—featuring weekly, 
afterschool rides at Fairfax School in the 
spring—is being repeated at Fairfax this 
fall and expanded to Gearity.
 Parents who would like to help ex-
pand bicycle activities at their children’s 
schools should contact Mary Dunbar, 
216-321-1335.

Mary Dunbar is president of the Heights 
Bicycle Coalition and a member of Cleveland 
Heights City Council.

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net
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AUGUST 7, 2012
All board members were present.

Race to the Top evaluation systems
This year, principal and teacher evaluation 
systems will be upgraded. For teachers, the 
new system requires 50 percent of the evalu-
ation to be based on classroom observation 
and 50 percent on student growth measures. 
Support is available for teachers who need 
to improve. There is no formal component for 
parental input, although teachers can keep 
a log of interaction with parents. Assessment 
of principals will be 50 percent on five Ohio 
Department of Education standards and 50 
percent on student growth measures within the 
principal’s building.

Swimming program
Because a new natatorium is not possible now, 
programming will focus on teaching younger 
children aquatics, rather than high school stu-
dents. Drowning is a leading cause of death 
for young children. High school students, who 
tend to be concerned about their appearance, 
often skip the swimming component of physical 
education. Swimming at the high school level 
will be an elective, but several board members 
were concerned about the lack of a required 
swimming program when it is clearly an impor-
tant skill. Ron Register. board member, asked 
how the community swim program could be 
interfaced with the school program but, accord-
ing to Mayor Kelley, the city pool is at capacity.

Millikin school building
After discussion, the board unanimously ap-

proved a nonbinding proposal for the lease 
of the Severance Millikin School to the City of 
Cleveland Heights for subleasing to Mosdos Ohr 
Hatorah. The City of Cleveland Heights will be 
the lessee and will sublet the property to Mosdos. 
A 30-year term is proposed, rent would be $1, 
and Mosdos would commit to putting a minimum 
of $1.5 million worth of improvements in place 
within the first 18 months of the lease. Mosdos 
will take over the building entirely so the school 
district will have no further obligations concern-
ing the building.

LWV observer: Cassandra Talerico-Kaplin.

AUGUST 21, 2012
All board members were present.

Library bonds reissued
The board approved a refinancing of bonds. 
The board will recall old bonds and reissue 
new bonds at lower interest rates. This will 
save taxpayers $1.5 million over the life of the 
bonds. These are library bonds, and funds go 
to the library.

Facilities planning
The board discussed the process for revising the 
facilities study, the establishment of a lay facilities 
advisory committee, and the timeline for putting 
the bond issue on the ballot.
 The members decided that Plan C must be 
revised with consideration of the “big picture.” 
Items discussed included renovations vs. large 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 8.

projects, location of the schools that will remain 
open, budget, funding for the project, and com-
munity support. Questions included how much 
square footage was allotted to each student, how 
much the district can afford, whether the bond 
issue should be limited, and whether the district 
should establish a budget or follow a vision and 
finance a riskier project.
 The board believed that November 2013 
would be the best time to submit the bond issue 
to the public, although there was discussion 
on whether the chance of approval would be 
greater in May 2013.
 Discussion of the proposed lay committee in-
cluded its tasks and goals and member selection. 
The board decided that each board member 
would submit names of potential members by 
Aug. 27. Karen Jones, board president, would 
sort the names and begin to develop a selection 
process. Suggestions for a 15 to 25-member 
committee included city officials; representatives 
from FutureHeights and Reaching Heights, the 
alumni foundation, and the teachers’ union; PTA 
officers; older voters; and board of education 
members.

LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

SEPTEMBER 4, 2012
All board members were present.

Transportation concerns
Parents whose children attend Lawrence Lan-
guage School in Broadview Heights, a private 
language-disability school, had been told they 
were not eligible for busing based on the district’s 
claim that the ride is more than 30 minutes. Board 
policy approves busing only for trips less than 30 

minutes. The parents maintained that the trip to 
Lawrence from Gearity, which is the measured 
start point, takes no more than 20 to 25 minutes.
 Another parent said that her daughter wants 
to attend the gifted program at Wiley but is as-
signed to another school and bus. She said her 
daughter is being harassed by a neighbor at 
the bus stop and needs this transportation and 
transfer. Her other two daughters attend Wiley 
and are transported by school bus. 
 Later in the meeting, the board heard an 
update on the transportation services. At the 
Oct. 18 meeting, the board hopes to review 
policies impacting both district finances and 
family needs.

Early college at JCU
The board approved a program in which the 
R.E.A.L. School, in partnership with John Car-
roll University (JCU), provides an early college 
opportunity to enable students to take college 
courses before graduating from high school. 
John Carroll will provide support and mentoring 
to the students.

Aquatics supervisor
After discussion, the board, in a split vote, ap-
proved hiring an aquatics supervisor. Board 
members Ron Register and Kal Zucker voted no.

LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
and inspiration!

The fabric and sewing boutique 
in Historic Lit tle Italy, Cleveland

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

Open Wednesday – Friday 12-5 pm
Saturday 12-4 pm216-691-4475 

for appointments

$30 Shampoo-style
$50 Relaxer
on any Tuesday or Wednesday
(with this ad)

Girlfriendz Salon
2124 Lee Road 
Across from 
Heights High

Girlfriendz Salon









Paul Blumberg 
(216) 319-2180 

PaulBlumberg.HowardHanna.com 


Susan Smith, Paul Blumberg & Leslie Blum 

more stories online at www.heightsobserver.org
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• College Credit for High School Students (PSEOP). 
• Bachelor’s of Organizational Supervision (BOS).
• Bachelor’s of Social Work.
• RN-BSN completion degree.
• Master’s degree  programs  in  education.
• General education courses.

Register Now! 

Call 216-221-1141 to schedule 
an appointment with an adviser. 
       

lakewood.uakron.edu  

14725 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of 
the historic Bailey Building in the heart of 
downtown Lakewood.

The University of Akron Lakewood 
offers a variety of courses and programs at times 
that are convenient for busy students of all ages.

• Saturday MBA

HeigHts scHools

Ruffing montessori teacher receives 2012 
conservation educator of the year award
Julie Haffke

On Sept. 7, the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History presented the 2012 
Conservation Educator of the Year award 
to Mary Beth McCormack, science 
and field experience teacher at Ruffing 
Montessori School in Cleveland Heights.
 McCormack teaches science to 
fourth, fifth and sixth grade students. At 
this level, Ruffing’s science curriculum 
provides students with opportunities for 
field work, including various projects at 
the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes. One 

such project has been a collaboration 
with the Nature Center on its ongoing 
marsh restoration. This work has been 
recognized and funded through a Proj-
ect Learning Tree GreenWorks Grant 
through the American Forest Foundation.
 McCormack’s commitment to 
environmental stewardship and her 
integration of science with conserva-
tion studies is helping to shape the next 
generation.

Julie Haffke is director of advancement for 
Ruffing Montessori School.

Former Heights High science 
teacher honored by U.S. Navy

Angee Shaker

Navy hero, World War II veteran, 
Morse code expert, navigator. aerosci-
ence engineer, and Cleveland Heights 
High School science teacher. Valentine 
Hambor has been them all.
 His long and distinguished career 
was celebrated on Sept. 1 when Lieuten-
ant Valentine Hambor (ret.) was honored 
by the U.S. Navy as part of Cleveland’s 
Navy Week celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812.  
 Hambor, a 90-year-old resident of 
Warrensville Heights, was joined by 
other members of the National Asso-
ciation of Destroyer Veterans, known 
as the Tin Can Sailors, aboard the USS 
DeWert, a Navy frigate docked at the 
Port of Cleveland for the event. He mary Beth mccormack (left) with nancy Howell, cleveland natural History museum science instructor 

and docent coordinator.

served aboard the USS Thaddeus Parker 
Destroyer Escort (DE-369) at Okinawa, 
Japan, during World War II. His tour 
included escorting Navy destroyer con-
voys on trips between Pearl Harbor and 
Japan. As a Morse code expert, Hambor 
was responsible for the ship’s navigation 
and communications. 
 After he was Lt. Hambor, he was 
Mr. Hambor, an aeroscience engineer 
at TRW and NASA, before coming to  
Heights High, where he taught science 
and created an aeroscience curriculum. 
Many of his students have gone on to 
have successful careers in the aerospace 
industry.

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District..

Valentine Hambor’s distinguished career was celebrated last month aboard the uss Dewert.
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(216) 791-2004  •  judsonsmartliving.org

Circle Your 
Choice for 

Smart LivingTM

South Franklin Circle
Friendly village ambiance in 
the scenic Chagrin Valley

Judson Park
The richness of the Heights
and the culture of University
Circle

Judson Manor
Elegant living in the
educational and cultural hub 
of University Circle

Smart Living at Home
Senior living and health care
services in your own home

Premier Senior Living that’s
Ahead of the Curve

Smart LivingTM 
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teen pages and volunteers gain experience while helping libraries
Sheryl Banks

Teen pages and volunteers are the un-
sung heroes of the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library—just 
ask the staff.
 “The page position is one of the 
most important jobs in the library,” said 
Jenny Greene, adult services librarian 
and page supervisor. “They sort and 
shelve every item in the library to make 
sure our customers can find what they‘re 
looking for. It sounds simple, but it’s 
labor-intensive. A lot of our pages, about 
20 out of 30 total, are teens from our 
own community.”  
 For many teen pages, their job at 
the library provides them with their 
first real work experience. Jimmy Wil-
liams, a recent graduate of Benedictine 
High School and current Tri-C student, 
started as a page last February at the 
Lee Road branch. “I was surprised by 
how much work it is,” Williams said, 
while shelving children’s DVDs. “But 
it’s great because I’m really learning to 
take initiative. You start at the bottom 
and have to work your way up.”
 Alicia Coulter, 16, who started 
at John Carroll University this fall, 
works part time as a page at the Noble 
Neighborhood branch, and has made 
herself indispensable, according to 
Amanda Rome, youth services librarian. 
In addition to carrying out the regular  
duties of a page, Coulter keeps an eye 
on youngsters in Noble’s children’s 
area. “She often beats me to the punch,  
talking to the kids about proper be-
havior in the library,” said Rome. “She 

Jimmy williams, Heights libraries page at the lee Road library, shelves DVDs in the children’s area.

comes up with great ideas for getting 
kids more involved in the library’s 
programs.”
 Like many teen pages, Williams and 
Coulter started out as library volunteers, 
who are just as crucial to the library as 
the pages, according to Heather How-
iler, volunteer coordinator at Heights 
Libraries. “Some of our programs 
couldn’t take place without our teen 
volunteers, like our summer Reading 
Buddies program,” she said. “It pairs 
elementary school students with teen 
volunteers who help the younger kids 
practice their reading skills. We had 15 
volunteers in that program alone this 
summer.”
 Teen volunteers are also the back-
bone of the Summer Lunch program, 
sponsored by the Cleveland Foodbank 
and held at the Lee Road branch each 
summer. They serve lunch to young-
sters, and help out with the less glam-
orous tasks, such as cleaning tables and 
breaking down delivery boxes from 
the Cleveland Foodbank. “Many of the 
teens who volunteer are also regulars in 
our teen room,” said Sam Lapides, coor-
dinator of the Summer Lunch program 
and special projects. “They take great 
pride in helping out because, as they’ve 
told me many times, the library is their 
second home.”
 The library seems to inspire some 
teens. Williams plans to transfer his Tri-C 
credits to Kent State University, where he 
hopes to earn a master’s degree in library 
and information science.
 For information about volunteering 
and openings for page positions, check 

the Heights Libraries jobs and volunteer-
ing page at www.heightslibrary.org/page/
jobs.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.
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what’s going on 
at your library? 
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Monday, Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m.
Coventry Concert Night with the Cleveland 
Institute of Music. This concert series 
showcases the outstanding talent of 
students from the Cleveland Institute 
of Music.

Tuesdays, Oct. 16–30, 4 p.m.
Monster Mask Makers. Make monstrous 
masks in this three-week series. Googly 
eyes, paper maché, paint, sequins, jewels 
and pipe cleaners are awaiting your mad 
creations. Grades 3–6. Registration re-
quired at www.heightslibrary.org.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Thursday, Oct. 18, 3:30 p.m.
Octavofest Workshop: Green Bookmaking 
for Kids. Make journals out of recycled 
materials such as wallpaper, cardboard, 
and scrap paper in this hands-on work-
shop. Grades 3–6. For more information 
on Octavofest,visit www.octavofest.com. 
Registration required, limited to 20 
participants, at www.heightslibrary.org.

Monday, Oct. 22, 7 p.m.
History of Books through Artist Books. Come 
see—and handle—examples of the ways 
in which contemporary book artists 
continue to innovate the traditional  
book form. This event is part of the 
communitywide Octavofest celebration. 
Registration required at www.heightsli-
brary.org.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Wednesdays, Oct. 3–31, 3:30 p.m.
Library Afterschool Fun at Noble. Join us 
every Wednesday after school for fun at 
the library. We might be playing games, 
making origami figures, painting, do-
ing wacky weird science, crafting, or  
doing omething else. Every week is 
different, so stop in and see what we’re 
up to.

Thursday, Oct. 11, 7:30 p.m.
Noble Mystery Reader. Discuss mystery 
fiction with local mystery expert JoAnn 
Vicarel. Tonight’s selection: A Corpse in 
the Koryo by James Church.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Tuesdays, Oct. 9–23, 6 p.m.
Adaptations Film Study Group: From Book to 
Big Screen. Led by Sue Klarreich, Ph.D., 
this series covers the adaptations of 
critically acclaimed books into critically 
acclaimed films. Read the book, then at-
tend the screening and discussion. Oct. 9: 
“Moneyball,” Oct. 16: “J. Edgar,” and Oct. 
23: Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy.

Saturday, Oct. 13, 1 p.m.
Senior Health and Wellness Fair. Stop by 
for information from a variety of health-
related organizations and businesses.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

AUGUST 20, 2012
All board members were present.

Revenue forecasts
Molly Riffle, fiscal officer, noted that a four 
percent drop is forecasted for property revalu-
ation. Because the library budget calculated a 
five percent drop this will not present a problem 
for the budget. The Public Library Fund (funding 
from the state) had dropped in July but is back 
up this August, and might rise further in 2013. For 
the budget, mid-year expenditures are on target. 
Jim Posch, board member, asked about property 
tax collection rate. It dropped a little last year, 
but the county predicts it will go up. Currently it 
is up to 96 percent.

New shelving in children’s department
The board approved the purchase of new pic-
ture book shelving for the Lee Road Library’s 
children’s department at a cost not to exceed 
$15,000. The actual estimate from Waller-
Duman Inc. is $14,273. The new shelving is 
designed to be more patron-friendly for adults 
(parents and staff), reducing the need for them  
to stoop to see what is on the bottom shelf. The 
old shelving can be put to use by donating 
some to Little Heights or using them in the other 
Heights libraries.

New hires
The board approved hires for two full-time posi-
tions: Shelley Morris as adult services librarian 
and Shandra Jackson as circulation supervisor. 
Both are internal hires. In addition, three part-time 
positions have been filled: one security guard 
and two youth service associates.

Demographic analysis study
Mark Salling of Cleveland State University, di-
rector of CSU’s data and information services, 

summarized a study of library usage and the 
demographics within the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights (CH-UH) library district. The 
study examined population density; patron char-
acteristics, including education and income; bor-
rowing patterns; usage of the Lee Road Library, 
other Heights libraries and libraries outside the  
district; and usage by patrons living outside of 
CH-UH.  

The study arrived at four main conclusions:
   1.  The CH-UH population is above the county 

average in education and income, which is 
a population highly likely to support good 
library services.

   2.  Like most inner-ring suburban areas, the 
district is experiencing population and 
economic loss and the libraries must plan 
accordingly.

   3.  The library must decide how its services are 
to be allocated and the data in this study 
should provide help for that purpose. Issues 
to examine include the distribution of library 
materials between the Lee Road Library and 
the other Heights libraries, the most effective 
outreach activities for each neighborhood 
library, and the district’s responsibility to 
non-resident patrons.

   4.  The dominance of the Lee Road Library is 
apparent in the data, but the other libraries 
are also heavily used and differ somewhat 
in how they are used.

Both the staff and a board committee will inde-
pendently examine the report in detail and with 
the strategic plan in mind.

eMedia services
More training will bring staff members up to 
speed on the new eMedia services. While some 
staff members are very comfortable with this 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Public Library Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  8.

technology, others are not.

Security measures
Several security issues have been addressed 
including analyzing camera locations, discuss-
ing security issues with staff, recalibrating clocks, 
rotating security staff throughout the building to 
build security presence, and cutting hedges to 
improve visibility, the latter a recommendation 
from the police.

August Public Service Report highlights
  •  The first Little Free Library has been installed 

in the Noble neighborhood with another 
planned for Queenston Road by Aug. 31.

   •  Coventry Village Library hosted a music 
series with Cleveland Institute of Music at 
P.E.A.C.E. Park.

   •  The University Heights Library and the Center 
for Families and Children put on a Rap Art 
program.

   •  Youth services provided story time during the 
summer lunch program.

   •  Noble Neighborhood Library and Heights 
Arts put on a pop-up poetry program, bring-
ing three hours of poetry to the library where 
all shared and wrote poetry.

   •  Noble Neighborhood Library hosted 26 
Nepalese for a program on financial literacy 
presented by a representative of Dollar Bank.

LWV observer: Maryann Barnes.

Fall energy audits benefit homeowners and HRRc
Becky Stager

The Home Repair Resource Center 
(HRRC) is partnering with Dominion 
East Ohio’s Home Performance with 
ENERGY STAR Program again this fall 
to encourage homeowners to sign up for 
energy audits. This is a great value for 
both homeowners and HRRC. Domin-
ion East Ohio residential gas customers 
will pay only $50 for the 3–4 hour energy 
assessment (normally $500), and HRRC 
will receive a donation from GoodCents 
(the company providing the audits) for 
each order placed between Oct. 10 and 
Nov. 10.
 The audits can be especially helpful 
in older homes, which were seldom built 
with energy efficiency in mind. The au-
dit will include tests to determine where 
heat is currently being lost in the home; 
free home improvements, such as caulk-
ing, weatherstripping, door sweeps, 
and more; and a report identifying and 
prioritizing measures that will make the 
home more energy efficient and com-
fortable. If the homeowners then make 
any of the suggested improvements 
using prequalified contractors and use 
the official rebate process, they can get 
up to $1,250 back—and the GoodCents 
auditor will return to check the quality 
of the work and verify that appropriate 

materials were installed.
 The value of this partnership with 

GoodCents extends beyond support 
for HRRC; it benefits the entire com-
munity when energy is conserved and 
homeowners pay less for heating costs. 
Audits can be ordered online at www.
deoenergysavers.com or by calling 877-287-
3416. 

Becky Stager has been the home repair educa-
tion coordinator at HRRC since 1989. Visit 
www.hrrc-ch.org or call 381-6100 for more 
information on programs and services.

Friday, October 12, 10 - 5  
$5 admission 10-11, free thereafter 

 

Saturday, October 13, 10 - 2  

We are one block north of Fairmount Blvd. 
Parking available behind the church 

Church of the Saviour  
2537 Lee Road 

 

Clothing, Toys, 
Kitchen Goods, 
Household Items, 
Tools, Jewelry 
Sporting Goods 
 

Homemade Soup 
& Hot Dog Lunch 

Fall Flea Market 

Audits can be especially 

helpful in older homes, 

which were seldom built 

with energy efficiency in 

mind. 
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(440) 209-1104		
Ravshalum@gmail.com	

5545	Wilson	Mills	Road	#104	Highland	Heights,	OH	44143 

PC EXPERT 
Computer	Sales	&	Repair	

Virus	Removal•	Data	Recovery	
System	Restore	•	More	

Don’t throw it away! 
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Mending!!! Alterations!!! 
Bridal and custom consultations 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 
 

216-904-1786 
 

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

Unity Center of the Heights 
Bookstore 

2653 S. Taylor Rd. (off Fairmount) 
www.unitycenteronline.org/ 

216-321-7566 
Sat-Sun 10-2 & Tues Thurs 4-7 
Spiritual & Metaphysical books, 

audio CDs, DVDs, music CDs, 
cards, art, jewelry, & more 

Large Inventory! Low Prices! 

 

 

SEW WHAT? 
Children’s Sewing Classes Age 

9 and Up 
Small groups 
Individual attention 
On-going summer classes 
Pattern reading, basic machine skills, 

clothing construction, and more... 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 

 Fertilization • Cable Support  
Pruning • Stump Grinding 

 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 
 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m. & Sat. 8:45 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m.  
(Childcare Available) 

South Euclid Methodist Church 

Try a class FREE 
Then, register that day 
for discounted pricing. 
(First time customers) 

 Mary Beth  
 

(440) 542-0246 

We are so nice to come home to.

       INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING

CORPORATE HOUSING ● BED & BREAKFAST

2450 Derbyshire Road ● Cleveland Heights
216.321.5400 • www.thealcazar.com

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

tour the cH-uH learning communities pilots
Angee Shaker

Sections of three Cleveland Heights-
University Heights schools—the first 
grade wing of Oxford Elementary, the 
sixth grade wing of Roxboro Middle, 
and the Legacy New Tech wing of 
Heights High—were remodeled over 
the summer as part of the district’s 
Learning Communities Pilot. While 
some parents and community members 
have had the opportunity to experience 
the pilot open houses at Roxboro Mid-
dle and Legacy New Tech, the district 
is inviting the whole community to see 
the new learning spaces.
 The district believes the new Learn-
ing Communities provide environments 
where students can master the state’s 
required curriculum, the Common Core 
Curriculum, which measures students’ 
skills in four areas: collaboration, critical 
thinking, communication and creativ-
ity—the four Cs.
 Each school will open its doors to 
parents and community members, and 
the principals of each school will give 
the tours to demonstrate how teams at 
each school are using the new spaces.
 Oxford Elementary: Tours will 
begin on Thursday, Oct. 11, from 1:15–2:15 
p.m., and will be offered every Thursday 
at the same time. Tours must be booked 
in advance. RSVP to Barb Pletnewski, 
office secretary, at 216-320-4951. Prior to 
the CH-UH Board of Education work 
session on Oct. 16, which will be held at 
the school, Principal Joe Nicklos and the 
first grade pilot team will provide tours 

starting at 5:30 p.m.
 Roxboro Middle :  S tar t ing 
Wednesday, Oct. 3, tours will be held 
from 10–11 a.m. every Wednesday. Tour 
participants will have an opportunity to 
view teachers and students in the pilot 

area. RSVP to Danielle Smith, admin-
istrative assistant, at least one week in 
advance of the tour, at 216-320-3503.
 Legacy New Tech: Starting in 
November, tours will be held on the  
second and fourth Thursday of each 

month beginning at 9 a.m. Call the Leg-
acy Office at 216-320-3210 to schedule.

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.

a view of the design lab at Roxboro middle school through a glass door that can be raised to expand the work space out into the hallway.

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 
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INSTANT QUOTE 
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

 

AUTO /SR22/CAR/MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT/HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL 
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL 

$35/mo LIABILITY 
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE 

www.ohioinsurancequote.net 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road 

(216) 691-9227 

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

Kitchen Remodels • Electrical 
House Painting • Plumbing  

Gutters • Housing Violations 

Call John at (216) 299-0000

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE 

Heights Based 

“You name it, we can do it.” 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,  
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,  

General Motors and Honda 

PROMARKPROMARKPROMARK   
   

         ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &ASPHALT PAVING &   
SEAL COATINGSEAL COATINGSEAL COATING   

216216--249249--45074507  
  

FREE ESTIMATES!   

SEE US ON ANGIES LIST: 
WWW.PROMARKPAVING.NET   

TOP-SELLING HEIGHTS REALTORS 

MIKE & EILEEN 
McKEON             

 

216/233-6726                 

eileenmckeon@howardhanna.com     
TheMcKeonGroup.com                        

SHOP LOCAL—HIRE A HEIGHTS AGENT  

Buyers          Sellers         Investors 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

 

 

 
  AMISH  CREWS  FOR  LESS 
      

 
 
 
 
 

       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 
  New GARAGE from - $9850 

  216 -323- 4483 
 

 

 ROOFING 
 SIDING 
 CONCRETE     
 MASONRY   
 CARPENTRY 

 

  NEW GARAGE 
WATERPROFING 
KITCHEN-BATH 
 RM Addition 
      BR -- Bath 
 Attic-Basement 

 

 

 

   

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 11/30/12

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

John R. O’Connor, LISW
Clinical Social Worker 

Individual, Couple 
and Group  

Psychotherapy 

(216) 229-2100 #4
12417 Cedar Road, Suites 21-24 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 

(Above Starbucks) 

D. L. Dunkle & Associates

Fun & Friendly to Work With 
14077 Cedar Road  

(next to Burger King) 

216.321.1400 
info@heretoservetravel.com 

Leisure Travel • Corporate  
Groups • Honeymoons 

Limo Service 

“An agency driven by customer satisfaction” 

Lords Home  
Improvements LLC 
Kitchens*Bathrooms*Basements*Vinyl 
Siding*Carpeting*Electrical*Plumbing 

Phone: 440-666-0011 

Fax: 330-931-3827 
Lordshomeimprovements@gmail.com 
www.lordshomeimprovements.com 
Mention Ad to Receive:  

$100 off $1,000  

$500 off $5,000 

$1,000 off $10,000 

Licensed, Insured & Bonded  

Renovations • Remodeling  
Room Additions • Attics • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Basements 
Older Home Specialist 

 

An Experienced Home Renovation Company
 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

www.simplesolutionshr.com 
 

216-280-3765  

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 
HOME REPAIR 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

 

 

 
 AMISHBEST CONSTRUCTION 
      

 
 
 
 
 

      
       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 

216-323-0916 
 

 

 1. GARAGE 
     Fr $9895 

 

 

   

4. RM ADDITION   
  BR -FR- BATH 
 Add  BR-BATH  in 

Basement -Attic 
 

3.      WATER 
    PROOFING 
   
   

5.   Complete      
     REHAB OF    
 FORECLOSED HOMES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2 KITCHEN-BATH 
     Renovation 
       fr $3575 

Emerald Ash Borer  
is Here! 

Save your trees  
by treating them early 

 
 

Call for pricing/info 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE 
Certified Arborist 

(216)-932-3244 
E-mail: alstrees@roadrunner.com

 

 KITCHENS * BATHROOMS 
 DECKS * HANDYMAN 

HOME VIOLATIONS 
 WINDOW REPAIR AND  

REPLACEMENT 
PAINTING * DRYWALL 

(216) 773-4096 

HEIGHTS HOME  
REPAIR & REMODELING 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

When you 

advertise in the 

Observer, your 

money stays in the 

community.
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Judith Eugene

The federal government offers several 
forms of financial assistance to military 
veterans and their families through the 
United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). Programs include disabil-
ity compensation, pension plans and 
burial benefits.
 Disability compensation is a bene- 
fit paid to a veteran due to injury 
sustained or disease acquired while on 
active duty, or aggravated by military 
service. The amount of compensation 
depends on the severity of the condi-
tion, and whether the veteran is mar-
ried or has dependents.
 Pension benefits are available to 

Financial assistance for senior veterans and their families

senioR scene

veterans age 65 and older who served 
during a period of war and who have 
little or no income. Veterans under age 
65 who are disabled, in a nursing home 
or receive disability payments are also 
eligible. Survivors’ Pension is a benefit 
paid to a surviving spouse or child of a 
deceased wartime veteran, who meets 
certain income requirements.
 Aid and Attendance, and House-
bound compensation plans are also 
available. Aid and Attendance benefits 
are offered to veterans who require the 
aid of another person to perform daily 
tasks, are bedridden, in a nursing home, 
or suffering severe vision loss. House-
bound benefits are offered to veterans 
who have two or more severe disabilities 
or are confined to their home because 
of their disability.
 Burial benefits available to veterans 
from the VA include a gravesite in any 
national cemetery, opening and closing 
of the grave, perpetual care, a headstone 

or marker and a burial flag. Spouses and 
dependents may also be buried with the 
veteran, and may share the veteran’s 
headstone. Gravesite and spouse and 
dependent benefits are not available at 
private cemeteries. 
 A veteran is defined by the govern-
ment as anyone who has served active 
duty in the military for any purpose 
other than training. Combat involve-
ment is not necessary. However, veter-
ans who were dishonorably discharged 
are not eligible for these benefits. 
 Several Cleveland organizations of-
fer free assistance to veterans who wish 
to apply for VA benefits. The Cuyahoga 
County Veteran’s Service Commission 
(VSC) acts as a liaison between the VA 
and the veteran. The VSC also provides 
additional funds for veterans experi-
encing hardship. “We have temporary 
emergency financial assistance avail-
able for those who are experiencing an 
unexpected emergency,” said Robert 

Schloendorn, VSC executive director.
 Respect the Vet specializes in 
helping veterans apply for the Aid and 
Attendance benefit. “Up to $2,017 in 
tax-free benefits are available to veter-
ans, and there is no look-back period 
for eligibility like there is with Med-
icaid,” said volunteer Harve Senter.
 The Military Order of the Purple 
Heart (MOPH) also provides applica-
tion assistance for VA benefits and 
assists veterans in appealing applica-
tions that have been denied.
 For more information contact the 
VA at 800-827-1000, VSC at 216-698-
2600, Respect the Vet at 440-285-9588 
and MOPH at 216-522-7237.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for senior adults and 
those with physical and mental challenges. 
She can be reached at 216-408-5578 or 
Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com.

nature center celebrates 
fall with fun family events

Help for small businesses
Anna Register

Perhaps you’re tired of waiting for the 
ideal job to turn up, or maybe you simply 
want to branch out on your own and 
don’t know how to do it. Whatever your 
reason for wanting to start your own 
business, Heights Libraries has classes 
to help you figure out how to make that 
business thrive.
 Heights Libraries’ new Small Busi-
ness Series can start you on the path to 
entrepreneurship. From getting funding 
to finding the right location, this series 
provides an array of practical information 

to get a new business up and running. 
 The fall session consists of six 
classes taught by the training services 
staff at the Lee Road Library. Joe Kaiser, 
supervisor of technology training, pro-
posed the idea for the series. “This has 
been in the back of my mind for quite a 
while,” said Kaiser. “As a small business 
owner myself, I know the difficulties 
and complexities that go into starting 
and running a small business. With 
the addition of two new tech trainers 
this year, who also have small business 
experience, we decided that now is the 
time to put on this series.” 

 Additional support for the series 
comes from SCORE, a national orga-
nization dedicated to assisting small 
business owners. The partnership with 
SCORE was incorporated after Kaiser 
brought his idea to Heather Howiler, 
training and development manager for 
Heights Libraries. “I learned about 
[SCORE] at a Public Library Asso-
ciation convention in Philadelphia,” 
Howiler explained. “SCORE is a group 
of experienced business leaders in the 
community who offer free support to 
individuals who are interested in start-
ing their own business.” SCORE will 
be providing the series speakers, people 
from the community who have owned 
businesses in the Heights.
 In addition to new staff hires at 
the library, the unemployment rate was 
another inspiration for these classes. 
“With unemployment over eight per-
cent in most areas, many unemployed 
people are looking at owning and 
operating a small business as a way of 
providing for themselves and their fami-
lies. Many successful small businesses, 
and even some that became Fortune 
500 companies, started during poor 
economic times,” said Kaiser.
 The series will take place at the Lee 
Road Library every Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m., from Oct. 10 through Nov. 14. 
The series will feature a variety of top-
ics designed to help those who already 
have a business and those who are in the 
planning stages.
Oct. 10: ABCs of Starting a Business
Oct. 17: Writing a Successful Business
    Plan
Oct. 24: Funding
Oct. 31: Location, Location, Location
Nov. 7: Marketing
Nov. 14: True Confessions
 For more information about this 
series, and others offered at Heights 
Libraries, visit www.heightslibrary.org or 
call 216-932-3600.

Anna Register is the marketing assistant for 
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Library Public Library.

Lisa Fredrickson

Family events take center stage at the 
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes this fall 
as the center celebrates autumn and 
invites nature lovers, young and old, to  
enjoy s’mores, hikes and birding.
 On Friday, Oct. 12, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., the Nature Center presents Family 
Campfire Night. The evening includes 
guided night hikes on the All People’s 
and Stearns Trails with night vision 
activities, owl calling and searching for 
nocturnal animals. There will be games 
and stories and songs around the camp-
fire and plenty of marshmallows to roast 
for s’mores. New this year is the Night 
Hike Challenge for individuals to navi-
gate the All People’s Trail by themselves 
in the dark. Registration is required, and 
participants are encouraged to bring 
their own camp chairs and marshmallow 
sticks. Cost of Family Campfire Night 
is $5 per person, with a $25 maximum 
per family up to six people.
 The Nature Center is offering a 
Crepuscular Coyote Hike on Thursday, 
Nov. 8 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. This guided 
hike will take participants through the 
Nature Center property to learn how to 
recognize tracks and signs of coyotes. 

The hike presents an opportunity to 
learn more about coyotes in our region 
and gain a greater understanding of 
this elusive creature. Registration is 
required, and the cost for members is 
$5 and $8 for nonmembers.
 Color Your Winter with Birds is a 
birding basics class scheduled for Satur-
day, Dec. 1 from 10 a.m. to noon. This 
class will introduce children and parents 
to winter birds, with instruction on how 
to use binoculars. In addition, there 
will be supplies and guidance in mak-
ing a bird-themed craft. Registration is 
required for this event. The cost is $7 
for members and $10 for nonmembers.
 “We welcome the seasonal cadence 
of change,” said Kay Carlson, executive 
director, “so don’t squirrel away this fall. 
Come out, enjoy the change in seasons, 
and see what the Nature Center has to 
offer.”
 For more information, and to 
register for the fall family events,call 
216-321-5935 or visit www.shakerlakes.org. 
The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes is 
located at 2600 South Park Blvd.

Lisa Fredrickson is events manager at the 
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes.

Senior Citizen Happenings are spon-
sored by the City of University Heights. 
Events take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
at the University Heights Library.

Oct. 4: Wesley Walker, senior re-
pair specialist for the Home Repair  
Resource Center, discusses the center’s 
new and expanded services for senior 
citizens in communities beyond Cleve-
land Heights.

Oct. 11: Chris Thompson, director of 
regional engagement of the Fund for Our 
Economic Future, talks about recruiting 
key partners and mapping strategies to 
strengthen the region’s economic com-
petitiveness with world markets.

Oct. 18: Cathy Whitehouse, Ph.D., 
president of The Intergenerational 
School (12200 Fairhill Road, Cleveland), 
recounts its founding in 2000 and its 
success as a most highly rated public 
charter school.

Oct. 25: Patrick Milloy, vice president 
for clinical services of the Center for 
Families and Children, reports on the 
work of the center, including provid-
ing groceries for the needy, jobs for the 
unemployed, a learning center for disad-
vantaged kids, and support and stability 
for the community.

Special Events for Senior Citizens:

Saturday, Oct. 13: Health & Wellness 
Fair, 1–4 p.m., University Heights Library.

Sunday, Oct. 14: Senior Living Health 
Expo, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Montefiore, 
Beachwood.

october 
senior citizen 
Happenings

Observer advertising is good for your 
business and good for your community
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DOBAMA
T H E A T R E

        proudly presents

Written by 

Samuel D. Hunter

Directed by Nathan Motta

For tickets or information:

dobama.org  •  216-932-3396

OctOber 26 – NOveMber 18

cH-uH forms lay school facilities committee
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education is conven-
ing a group of citizens to help it devise 
a school facilities plan that can win 
voter approval. The Lay School Facili-
ties Committee was introduced to the 
Board of Education and the public at 
the board’s Oct. 2 meeting.
 The committee will hold its first 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Oct. 3 in the 
project room of the newly renovated 
space within Legacy New Tech School 
at Cleveland Heights High School. On 
the agenda is selecting a chairperson, 
establishing a mission and clarifying the 
charge of the committee.
 Patrick Mullen, executive director 
of Reaching Heights, a nonprofit that 
encourages community support of the 
public schools, had urged the school 
board at its Aug. 21 meeting to form a 
committee of Heights residents that 
was independent of the board and the 
district administration in order to re-
examine the school facilities plan. After 
an 18-month planning process, the school 
board had voted in July not to place a 
ballot issue to finance a school facilities 
master plan, known as Plan C, on the 
November 2012 ballot. After listening 
to concerns of community members, 
Reaching Heights and FutureHeights, 
a nonprofit that encourages citizen par-
ticipation, decided to work together to 
engage the community in a process to re-
evaluate the school facilities master plan 
and requested that the board authorize 
the formation of a committee based on 

Heights High Homecoming festivities slated for oct. 19

Angee Shaker

Cleveland Heights High School kicks 
off its homecoming festivities at 5:30 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 19, and at 7 p.m., the 
Heights Tigers will take on the Lorain 
Titans. This year’s homecoming theme 
is Glow in the Dark.
 “Homecoming weekend is a special 
time for our students and our com-
munity,” Superintendent Doug Heuer 
said. “It brings us together and gives us 
another reason to celebrate our Tiger 
Pride. We’re all looking forward to it.”
 The weekend fun begins with the 
homecoming parade and Family Fun 
Fest, and the community is welcome. 
Students and participating community 
members will meet at the school at 5 
p.m. on Friday. The parade down Wash-
ington Boulevard begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Community groups that wish to march 
in the parade should contact Kristin 
Hughes at k_hughes@chuh.org or 216-
320-3015 for information.
 The Family Fun Fest will begin after 
the parade outside the gates to the foot-
ball field. Activities will include bounce 

the model of the lay finance committee 
that assists with school levy campaigns.
 The school board agreed to cre-
ate a 15–25 member committee at its 
Aug. 21 work session. Among the goals 
suggested for the committee were to 
recommend plan configuration, timing 
and price range.
 Following suggestions from board 
members, Karen Jones, board president, 
extended invitations to join the group 
to representatives of various community 
stakeholders, including the cities, the 
library, the alumni foundation, parents, 
nonprofits, the PTA, the teachers’ union 
and local business owners.
 Members of the lay school facili-
ties committee include: Patrick Mul-
len; Deanna Bremer Fisher, executive 
director of FutureHeights; Brian Scha-
ner, teacher at Heights High and vice 
president of the teachers’ union; Pam 
Cameron, University Heights City 
Councilwoman; Phil Ertel, Univer-
sity Heights City Councilman; Nancy 
Levin, Heights Libraries director; Jane 
Goodman, South Euclid City Coun-
cilmember; Jodi Sourini, Gearity PTA 
president; Dallas Schubert, former levy 
co-chair; Jim Posch, former levy co-
chair; Natoya Jennell; Sam Bell, owner 
of the Lusty Wrench; Cheryl Oates, as-
sistant director of the Treu-Mart Youth 
Development Fellowship Program 
at Case Western Reserve University; 
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher; Dave Tabor, 
former levy co-chair; Richard Wong, 
Cleveland Heights planning director; 
Susan Fleischer, co-owner of The Wine 
Spot; Alvin Saafir, Reaching Heights 

board member; Betsey Bell, Reaching 
Heights board member; Dennis Wilcox, 
Cleveland Heights City Councilmem-
ber; Katura Simmons; Eric Silverman, 
former school board member and presi-
dent of the alumni foundation; Heather 
Conwell; John Hubbard, Reaching 
Heights board member; Donna Guil-

mette, a Canterbury neighborhood and 
University Heights resident; and James 
Cull, Cleveland Heights Planning Com-
mission member.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

houses for children, face painting and 
fake tattoo stations. Free glow sticks will 
be distributed to children while supplies 
last.
 The Sign Language Department’s 
Chili Cook-off Challenge begins at 6 
p.m. at the concession stand closest to 
the football field entry gate. All pro-
ceeds will support the department’s trip 
to Africa later this school year.

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.

Homecoming 2011
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2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard,  Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

www.saintalbanchurch.org

Worship
Wednesday Monastics

7am - Morning Chant with Eucharist

6pm - Agape Community Meal 

    (students welcome!)

7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

Sunday Gatherings

8am - Morning Taize Prayer

9am - Conversations on Faith

10am - Community Eucharist

Sunday Evening Compline & Evensong
An ancient time of reflective prayer at day’s end 

•  Oct. 7: First Sunday Evensong @ St Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, 2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleve Hts. 

•  Oct. 14, 21, 28: Sunday Compline @ St Alban’s Agape 

Campus, 2555 Euclid Hts. Blvd., Cleve Hts.

The Compline rite is over 1,000 years old. It is a reflective, 
contemplative and simple offering of chant, hymn, 
prayer, candlelight and art. Someone once called it 
“A nightcap for the soul.” All are welcome, be ye student, 
staff, community or stranger. 

St. Alban-Agape
An Episcopal & Campus Community

Boise comes to cleveland at Dobama
Jewel Moulthrop

Dobama Theatre announces the second 
show of its 53rd season—the regional 
premiere of “A Bright New Boise” by 
Samuel D. Hunter. The play opens on 
Oct. 26 and runs through Nov. 18.
  The setting for “A Bright New 
Boise” is the bleak employee break 
room of a fictional big-box craft store 
in Idaho. Will, the play’s central char-
acter, is a deeply religious man who 
has fled his rural hometown where his 
“end of days” church was embroiled in a 
scandal. He comes to the Hobby Lobby 
not only for employment, but also to 
rekindle a relationship with Alex, the 
brooding teenage son he had given up 
for adoption. He joins the ranks of the 
blue-vested employees, a comedic set of 
misfits, struggling to find their way. 
 Directed by Nathan Motta, 
Dobama’s recently appointed associate 
artistic director, the play features Tom 
Woodward, Kim Krane, Kristy Cruz, 
Brian Devers and Andrew Deike. Both 
Woodward and Krane are members of 
Actors’ Equity and will be appearing 
under a special appearance contract 
with the actors’ union.
 In 2011, “A Bright New Boise” re-
ceived an OBIE award for playwriting 
and a Drama Desk Nomination for 
Best Play. Hunter’s other plays have 
been produced and workshopped in 
New York, Chicago, Seattle, and other 
American cities. His work has been 
translated into Spanish and presented 
in Mexico City and Monterrey, and 
he has worked in the West Bank with 
Ashtar Theatre of Ramallah and Ayyam 
al-Masrah of Hebron. Hunter has taught 
at Fordham University, in New York 
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12916 Larchmere Blvd
Cleveland OH 44120 216-229-7846

•  WIPER BLADES  
 (standard sizes)

Buy one, get one FREE (save $11) 
With this ad and 3 cans of soup, 
stew, or pasta (for Our Lady of 
Peace Food Pantry)

Offer expires 10/31/12

U U U 

  

 

Local Food Week 
October 1 – 6, 2012 

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL 
With support and participation from 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

INFO/SCHEDULE AT sustainableheightsnetwork.net 
 

•  View and discuss the movie “Fresh”– Oct. 1
•  Visit local farmers markets – all week
•   Attend a Fresh Mob: local food menu specials at Barle’s Soup & Sandwich,  

Nighttown, Brennan’s Colony and The Winespot – all week
•  Cook local with recipes from the Charmed Kitchen – all week
•  Celebrate at the Local Food Festival at Grace Lutheran Church – Oct. 6

Visit www.sustainableheightsnetwOrk.net fOr a cOmplete schedule

Local Food Week
Cleveland HeigHts-University HeigHts   

OctOber 1–6
a week-long Celebration of 

loCal food in tHe HeigHts

free 

and Open To All

City; Rutgers University, in New Jersey; 
and at The University of Iowa. A na-
tive of northern Idaho, Hunter lives in  
New York City and holds degrees in 
playwriting from New York University, 
The Iowa Playwrights Workshop and 
Juilliard.

augusto Bordelois describes his vision for the mural that will adorn Hyc’s building.

mosaic Project enriches afterschool experience for Hyc kids
Peggy Spaeth

The Heights Youth Club (HYC), located 
across from Heights High School at 2065 
Lee Road, is the place to be after school 
for more than 75 children, aged 6 to 18. 
Homework is the first priority. After 
that’s completed, the club provides an ar-
ray of fun activities, ranging from sports 
to art. This fall, Heights Arts is bringing a 
special opportunity to the club—an artist 
in residence, for five weeks. 
 Cuban-born artist and educator 
Augusto Bordelois, who lives in Cleve-
land, specializes  in mosaic murals when 
working with children. These murals are 
seen throughout Northeast Ohio and 
beyond, and many are the result of his 
residencies at the Ohio Arts Council 
and Young Audiences of Northeast 
Ohio.
 During his residency at HYC, 
Bordelois will work with a core group 
of students to design a mural. Some or 
all of the club members will then help 
fabricate the mosaic, which will be 
installed on the building’s Lee Road ex-
terior. This project is intended to both 
enrich students’ after school experience 
and enliven the Lee Road streetscape, 
while reflecting the vision of Heights 
Arts—that art is part of every day life.

 Projects like this come to fruition 
through teamwork and a shared vision. 
With support from the City of Cleve-
land Heights, the team that is working 
to bring the Mosaic Project to the com-
munity includes Peggy Spaeth, executive 
director of Heights Arts; Andrea Joki, 
program director for Heights Arts; 
Roscoe Morgan, executive director of 
HYC; and Jackalyn Fehrenbach, assis-
tant director of HYC.
 The $11,500 residency and project 

 Performances are Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday evenings and Sunday 
afternoons. For a complete schedule, 
ticket prices, and reservations, call 
the Dobama Theatre box office at 216-
932-3396. Ask about reduced prices for 
RUSH tickets (as available, no earlier 

that five minutes before curtain), the 
preview performance on Thursday, Oct. 
25, and the pay-as-you-can performance 
on Sunday, Oct. 28

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

are funded, in part, through a grant 
from the Ohio Arts Council. Additional 
support has been provided by the Cyrus 
Eaton Foundation, Jack and Blanche Va-
lancy, and the MLG Philanthropic Fund.  
To fully fund the project, tax deductible 
contributions can be made to Heights 
Arts, 2175 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, 
OH 44118. 

Peggy Spaeth is executive director of Heights 
Arts.
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ensemble presents more than just 
‘the normal Heart’
Jewel Moulthrop

“The Normal Heart,” the largely auto-
biographical play by Larry Kramer that 
opens Ensemble Theatre’s 2012–13 sea-
son, is anything but normal. 
 More than 25 years after it was writ-
ten, this unflinching look at the sexual 
politics of New York during the AIDS 
crisis remains as relevant today as it was 
when it premiered in New York City in 
1985. Debates are still raging over hu-
man rights, marriage equality and access 
to healthcare, to name just a few of the 
issues the play examines.
 Because of the play’s continued 
importance, playwright Larry Kramer 
agreed to do a radio interview about his 
play and Ensemble Theatre’s production 
with Dee Perry on “Around Noon,” 
which aired on Sept. 26. To listen to the 
podcast of that interview, go to www.
wcpn.org, click on “podcasts” and then 
on “Around Noon.”
 Winner of the 2011 Tony Award 
for Best Revival of a Play, “The Normal 
Heart” focuses on the rising HIV-AIDS 
epidemic in New York City between 
1981 and 1984, as seen through the 
eyes of writer and activist Ned Weeks, 
the gay Jewish-American founder of a 
prominent HIV advocacy group. 
 Ensemble’s production features 
Derdriu Ring as Dr. Emma Bruckner, 
and Brian Zoldessy as Ned Weeks—two 
actors whose faces are familiar to Cleve-
land theatergoers.
 The play also seeks to educate future 
generations about a very important part 
of the nation’s history, and to remember 

those who died and those who still live 
with AIDS. In conjunction with this 
production, there will be post-show 
panel discussions and talkbacks with lo-
cal physicians and area organizations that 
are working to address the issues raised 
in “The Normal Heart.”  
 To bring these discussions to Cleve-
landers, Ensemble is partnering with the 
following organizations: Case Western 
Reserve University/University Hospi-
tals AIDS Clinical Trials Unit, AIDS 
Taskforce of Greater Cleveland, The 
LGBT Community Center of Greater 
Cleveland, 90.3 WCPN, Dare2Care, 
MetroHealth LGBT Pride Clinic, Uni-
versity Hospitals, The Cleveland Clinic, 
Nightsweats and T-Cells.
 Talkbacks and panel discussions will 
take place following the performances 
on Sunday, Sept. 30; Friday, Oct. 5; 
Sunday, Oct. 14; and Friday, Oct. 19. 
Among the physicians participating in 
the discussions are Henry Ng, Metro 
Health; Barbara Gripshover, UH/Case 
Medical Center; Martin Kohn, Lerner 
College of The Cleveland Clinic; Susan 
Rhem, The Cleveland Clinic; and Leon-
ard Calabrese, The Cleveland Clinic.
 To purchase tickets for “The 
Normal Heart,” call the box office 
at 216-320-2930 or e-mail tickets@
ensemble-theatre.org. For information 
about Ensemble’s season, go to www.
ensemble-theatre.org.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

p.m. Tickets are $10 general admission 
and $9 for seniors and children under 6 
(cash or checks only). Call 216-780-2235 

for tickets and group seating informa-
tion. For more details, visit www.height-
syouththeatre.org.

Mary Patton, of University Heights, is a 
public relations consultant and Heights Youth 
Theatre Advisory Board member.

Heights youth theatre presents new musical ‘midsummer’ 
Mary Patton

Heights Youth Theatre opens its 2012–
13 season with “Midsummer,” a new  
musical adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” The 
production will be directed by its com-
poser, Nathan Motta. The adaptation is 
accessible for audiences of all ages with 
the addition of modern language and  
music, performed by a 13-piece chamber 
orchestra.
 “Midsummer” features a cast of 
local students in grades 3 through 12, 
plus professional musicians playing an 
original score. Cast members include 
Andrew Reynolds (Lysander),  Benson 
Anderson (Demetrius), Sidney Perelman 
(Helena), Sophie Madorsky (Hermia), 
Emily Kenville (Puck), Gus Mahoney 
(Oberon), Govanna Miller (Titania), 
Christina Ciofani (Bottom), Anna  
Sheridan (Quince), Alexis Marinelli 
(Snout), Carolina Manfredi (Snug),  
Jack Bistritz (Flute), Neil Kelly (The-
seus), Cassandra Knaggs (Egeus), Syd-
ney Fieseler (Peaseblossom), Callie 
Swaim-Fox (Cobweb), Yumi Ndhlova 
(Mustardseed) and Sara Fedor (Philos-
trate).
 “Midsummer” will be presented 
at Wiley Middle School Auditorium,  
2181 Miramar Blvd. in University 
Heights, on Oct. 12, 13, 18, 19 and 20, at 
7 p.m.; and Sunday, Oct. 12 and 21, at 2 

Pictured are “midsummer” cast leads and ensemble members who reside in cleveland Heights and university Heights.
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Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

western Reserve chorale starts new season with new director
Joanne Poderis

The Western Reserve Chorale (WRC) 
has appointmented David W. Gilson 
artistic director for its 2012–13 season. 
Gilson is the associate dean for student 
affairs at the Cleveland Institute of Mu-
sic, where he has been employed since 
1991, and director of music for the United 
Methodist Church of Chagrin Falls.
 WRC, a nonprofit choir, is supported 
by the Ohio Arts Council, and typically 
presents three choral concerts each year. 
Gilson is already preparing the group for 
its first concert, scheduled for Dec. 9 at 
7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church, 13001 
Cedar Road. The featured work will be 
Benjamin Britten’s “Ceremony of Carols,” 
with harp accompaniment.
 As a new venture this year, the 
second and third concerts will each be 
presented twice, in different locations. 
The concerts on March 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Breen Performing Arts Center, and 
March 10 at 3 p.m. (location TBA), will 

be a collaboration with the Singers’ 
Club of Cleveland in a program titled 

“Cry of Freedom, Plea for Peace: The 
Civil War in Remembrance.” The main 

work will be Ralph Vaughan Williams’s 
“Dona Nobis Pacem,” performed with 
soloists Marian Vogel and Brian Johnson 
and accompanied by string orchestra.
 The June concerts, titled “For Love 
of Shakespeare,” will be presented on 
June 2 at 7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran 
Church and June 4 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Church of the Resurrection in Solon. 
This program will explore Shakespeare’s 
sonnets, poems and plays that have been 
set to music by composers through the 
ages. Some composers were inspired to 
set the texts themselves, while others, 
such as Leonard Bernstein and Cole 
Porter, were inspired to express the 
thematic elements of the Bard’s plays 
in musicals, such as “West Side Story” 
and “Kiss Me Kate.”
 For further information, visit www.
westernreservechorale.org.

Joanne Poderis, a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights, is executive director and 
accompanist for the Western Reserve Chorale.

cleveland chamber music society begins 63rd season
Kim Sergio Inglis

The Cleveland Chamber Music Society 
will present its 2012–13 season at Plym-
outh Church, 2860 Coventry Road, 
Shaker Heights. 
 The new season begins Oct. 9, with 
a performance by the Jerusalem Quartet, 
and ends May 5, with a free Young Art-
ists Showcase, featuring the Omer String 
Quartet.
 According to David Richardson, 
director and chair of communications of 

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

FACEBOOK/SWEETIEFRY 
YELP/SWEETIEFRY

2307 LEE ROAD • CLEVELAND HEIGHTS  
OHIO 44118 • 216-932-2300

Allergies?

Sneezy?

Homeopathy can help.

heightsfamilyhealth.com

Sneezy?

the Cleveland Chamber Music Society, 
“Plymouth Church offers an intimate 
and acoustically superb space, perfect 
for chamber music.” Parking is free in 
the church lot and on adjacent streets. 
All concerts begin at 7:30 p.m.
 The 2012–13 season is the 63rd for 
the society, and features a series of na-
tional and international string quartets 
and other chamber ensembles. 
 Highlights include the following:
•  Oct. 30: The Tokyo String Quartet 

performs during its final tour, after a 

distinguished 43-year career.
•  Dec. 4: The Juilliard String Quartet 

appears in collaboration with the 
Cleveland Institute of Music’s annual 
Chamber Music Festival. 

•  Israel’s Jerusalem Quartet (Oct. 9) and 
France’s Quatuor ébène (April 16) are 
rising international stars.

 For more information about the 
season’s performances, and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.clevelandchambermusic.
org or call 216-291-2777.
 Tickets for single performances are 

$30 for adults, $28 for seniors, and $5 for 
students. Full-season subscriptions offer 
substantial savings at $140 for adults, 
and pick-four subscriptions are $95 for 
adults.  
 [New subscribers who mention this 
article will receive a 20 percent discount 
on adult and senior tickets (not student 
tickets).]

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker 
Farm Historic District in Cleveland Heights.

David w. gilson is the western Reserve chorale’s new director.
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cheryl Hanger and amy Roth, volunteers with FutureHeights, greeted participants at one of the homes 
featured in Heights community congress’s annual Heritage Home & garden tour on sept. 23.

Community volunteers make a difference
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citymusic cleveland opens its season with violin soloist

Eugenia Strauss

CityMusic Cleveland has been a signifi-
cant force since 2004, when it began pre-
senting free concerts in local churches. 
The price of admission is only part of the 
chamber orchestra’s appeal. Equally cru-
cial is the high level of the music making. 
 CityMusic Cleveland will open its 
ninth season with a program featuring 
De Falla’s “Ritual Fire Dance,” Bruch’s 
“First Violin Concerto,” and Beethoven’s 
“Fourth Symphony.” The program will 
be led by acclaimed conductor Ryan 
McAdams. Internationally known violin-
ist Rachel Barton Pine will perform the 
Bruch concerto.
 In 1995, amid beginnings as a child 
prodigy with a brilliant career ahead of 
her, Rachel Barton Pine suffered a life-
changing accident. Her violin case straps 
caught in a subway door. The train began 
to move, dragging her along and resulting 
in the near destruction of her right leg 
and the total loss of her left foot.
 Pine achieved a complete comeback. 
As a classical musician, she has appeared 
as a soloist with many of North America’s 
most prestigious orchestras, including 
the Chicago, Montreal and Atlanta 
symphonies; and the Philadelphia and 
Louisville orchestras. 
 Overseas, she has performed with 
the Vienna, New Zealand, Iceland and 
Budapest symphonies; the Royal Scot-
tish and Belgian National orchestras; the 
Mozarteum, Scottish and Israel Chamber 
orchestras; the Royal and Russian phil-
harmonics, and the Netherlands Radio 
Kamer Filharmonie. 
 She has worked with such renowned 
conductors as Charles Dutoit, Zubin 

Violinist Rachel Barton Pine opens the season with Bruch’s “Violin concerto.”

Mehta, Erich Leinsdorf, Neeme Järvi, 
Marin Alsop, Placido Domingo and 
Semyon Bychkov.
 Pine is also a rock star. A fan of rock 
and heavy metal since her preteens, 
Pine’s ability to see the connecting 
threads between classical and rock music 
makes her the perfect bridge between 
generations of music fans. Hailed as an 
artistic ambassador, she often visits rock 
radio stations and rock clubs to perform 
her own arrangements of rock and metal 
songs, followed by classical pieces to 
illustrate how the two genres share a 
similar intensity and compositional com-
plexity. In this way, she has been able to 
draw new listeners to classical music. 
 In 2009, Pine founded the six-piece 
doom/thrash metal band Earthen Grave. 
The group performs frequently and re-
cently released a five-song EP (extended 
play) called “Dismal Times.” Pine and 
her band will perform in Slavic Village 
on Saturday, Oct. 20, from 10 p.m. until 
midnight, at 6508 Forman Avenue.
 Tickets are not required for City-
Music Cleveland performances, which 
are always free to encourage people to 
attend and discover the joys of classical 
music right in their neighborhoods. The 
orchestra’s first concert of the 2012–13 
season will be on Wednesday, Oct. 17 
at 7:30 p.m. at Fairmount Presbyterian 
Church, 2757 Fairmount Blvd., in Cleve-
land Heights.
 For more information about City-
Music Cleveland’s 2012–13 season, ven-
ues and nearby restaurants, go to www.
citymusiccleveland.org.

Eugenia Strauss has been executive director of 
CityMusic Cleveland for the past eight years. www.phoenixcoffee.com
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local restaurateur’s career spans more than three decades
Richard Stewart

If you want to see Raj Singh’s face light 
up, ask him to talk about his lengthy 
history in the restaurant business. It’s 
a journey that spans more than 32 years 
and has taken him from Kathmandu, 
Nepal all the way to Cleveland Heights.
 It’s a distance of more than 7,500 
miles, though Singh doesn’t much worry 
about numbers. “Fifty-three, I think,” 
he responded when asked his age. 
“Twenty-two . . . twenty-three years,” 
is how he characterizes the length of 
his marriage to Beverly Roberts Singh, 
founder and director of the Atma Cen-
ter, located  right next door to Singh’s 
Taste Restaurant on Lee Road.
 Singh, who grew up in Kathmandu 
in a prominent Indian family, cut his 
teeth working as a manager in a tourist 
restaurant owned by his uncle, shortly 
after college graduation.
 “I didn’t want a common job,” he 
said.
 Perhaps his family lineage, which he 
describes as “warrior,” a reference to the 
second highest of four historical social 
orders in Nepal, wouldn’t comfortably 
allow it. Nevertheless, Singh swiftly 
took to the business.
 “I did OK. After four months, I be-
came really good,” he said. “I developed 
a system to get orders from the dining 
room to the kitchen, which they weren’t 
doing at that time.” The server would 
take the order and say it to the kitchen 
based on memory. Singh also developed 
an appreciation for fresh ingredients; a 
trait that would serve him well in the 
future.
 Years later, Singh found himself 
working as a waiter at Houlihan’s, a job 

he described as easy. Since then, he’s 
become something of a serial entrepre-
neur, opening up his first restaurant, 
Café Tandoor on South Taylor Road, in 
December 1992. Soon to celebrate its 
20th anniversary, the Indian restaurant 
is consistently recognized as one of the 
best Indian restaurants in town, if not 
the best.
 “Within seven to eight years, I 
opened seven to eight businesses,” said 
Singh.
 In 2000, he added an Aurora res-
taurant and opened in Westlake in 2001. 
He later ceded control of the Westlake 
location to his younger brother and a 

chef who had 
been with him 
for years.
   In 1998, in 
the Lee Road 
location now 
occupied by 
Taste, Singh 
opened The 
Wine Room, 
a forerunner 
to the restau-
rant smoking 
bans that have 

swept through many parts of the coun-
try years later.
 “I did a survey—I think in ‘98— and 
I opened a 100 percent non-smoking 
bar with light food, before even Cali-
fornia went smoke free. Café Tandoor 
followed suit in 2009,” said Singh.
 Having long been urged by a friend 
to invest in a nightclub, Singh took his 
entrepreneurial spirit to the warehouse 
district.
 “In ’97, I got involved with Spy Bar, 
formerly on W. 6th Street downtown. It 

was a big club and one of the best clubs 
in the country,” said Singh. “On certain 
nights we changed the music; still we 
were very tight on dress code. The 
neighborhood, the city . . . whatever, 
they got a little worried about the hip 
hop crowd. We always charged money 
at the door and we had very tight secu-
rity, but anything that happened on the 
street, they blamed the Spy Bar.”
 Following numerous court battles, 
Singh and then-business partner Chris 
Praizner were forced to close the popu-
lar club and sell their liquor license.
 Undeterred, Singh opened Taste, 
where he spends the majority of his 
working hours, in November 2008, two 
years after shutting down The Wine 
Room. “I was planning to open up this 
type of restaurant a long time ago, back 

around 2002 or 2003, but I didn’t have 
a chance to put the right team together, 
because to do anything you need a good 
team,” explained Singh. “One day I was 
talking to Ricardo, my friend, owner 
of Fat Cats, and he said he would help 
me. That’s when we started doing the 
project.”
 Specializing in modern American 
cuisine, according to Singh, Taste has 
become one of many popular and 
critically acclaimed restaurants in the 
Heights.
 “In fine dining, there are a lot of 
details involved. Lots of wine-related 
questions people have, which my 
partner, Larry Weider, who is a wine 
connoisseur, handles,” said Singh. “He 
takes care of the wine part and I take 
care of the management. That’s because 
we have to pull the team together from 
the kitchen to the outside. We make 
sure the service is good, everybody’s 
happy and customers are satisfied.”
 After struggling through some 
tough times following the collapse of 
Enron in 2001—an event that Singh 
sites as a seminal moment in the decline 
of his fortunes—he remains safely in 
business. He also has a positive outlook 
for the future.
 “People give me a lot of good feed-
back here. They’re really very support-
ive,” said Singh. “Cleveland Heights, 
Shaker, and those who come from a little 
farther, too—Beachwood, South Euclid, 
University Heights. They thank me for 
being here, and they’ve been always 
wishing good luck to us from day one, 
so that keeps us going.”

Richard Stewart is a FutureHeights board 
member and owner of Digizoom Media.

inside taste, the restaurant Raj singh owns with 
partner larry weider.

Raj singh


