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Growing a demonstration garden, and 
a community, on a church lawn

Vivian Rogers celebrates 106 years of life
Marilyn Murphy

Vivian Rogers, the oldest member of 
Central Bible Baptist Church, recently 
celebrated her 106th birthday. She was 
born on Nov. 7, 1906 in Ronceverte, 
W. Va., married William Rogers and 
bore three children: William Rogers 
Jr., Crystal Rogers, and Annie Rogers 
Crider. She loved to sew, had an artistic 
flair for home decoration, and was a 
great cook—German Chocolate Cake 
and a scrumptious shrimp mold were 
two of her specialties. She worked hard 
and devoted herself to her family and 
service in her church where, as long as 
she was able, she sang in the choir and 
served in the kitchen.
 Rogers later moved to Ohio, where 
she joined the Central Bible Baptist 
Church in Cleveland Heights. She at-
tends church every Sunday, when it is 
not raining, with her daughter Annie. 
She especially enjoys when the Chil-
dren’s Choir sings. When speaking to 
Mother Rogers on Sundays, one can 

Vivian Rogers at her 106th birthday celebration.

always count on receiving a peppermint 
candy, a supply of which she keeps in her 
purse for just that purpose.
 Slowing down at age 106, Rogers 
enjoys just looking out the window at 
the cars rolling down the street, and on 

continued on page 2

City of Cleveland Heights blasts FirstEnergy’s handling of power outage
Deanna Bremer Fisher

“I give FirstEnergy a D- for the way they 
handled the situation—administratively 
and in communications,” said Cleveland 
Heights Mayor Ed Kelley at the Nov. 
7 meeting of Cleveland Heights City 
Council. “The only reason I don’t give 
them an F is because I don’t like F’s 
for anybody, otherwise I’d give them 
an F.”
 Kelley made the comment after 
Council Member Jason Stein read a 
letter that he had written to Anthony J. 
Alexander, president and CEO of First 
Energy Corp., expressing his frustration 

over the way the company had handled 
the outage caused by superstorm Sandy 
that blasted Northeast Ohio with wind 
and rain, causing the downing of several 

trees and power lines. Many in Cleve-
land Heights were without power for 
more than five days.
 In the letter, Stein said, “Children, 
the elderly, those in poor health and 
everyone in-between endured sleeping 
in cold homes and their refrigerated 
food spoiled. This was an unnecessary 
hardship and financial loss to thousands 
of Cleveland Heights residents and tens 
of thousands of Northeastern Ohioans. 
The most distressing part of this entire 
experience is that FirstEnergy is to 
blame for the protracted length of time 
it took to restore power to residents.”

continued on page 8

Facilities committee 
considers grade  
configuration options

Deanna Bremer Fisher

At its first couple of meetings, the Lay 
Facilities Committee (LFC) has wrestled 
with the issue of grade configuration—
which grades should be housed in each 
building. On Oct. 24, Jeffery Talbot, 
district assistant superintendent, pre-
sented the school district’s view and the 
rationale behind the grade configuration 
of Plan C. On Nov. 14, both Talbert and 
Doug Heuer, district superintendent, 
spoke about the issue.
 “I felt that grade configuration was 
a logical element to tackle first, for a 
few reasons,” said Patrick Mullen, LFC 
chair. “If the committee could make a 
recommendation, or at least prioritize 
a couple of options, that reduces the 
universe of options of how many of 
each level building make sense. Also, I 
thought it important to shine a light on 
the fact that the committee is going to 
have to make some hard choices, and 
that we don’t have unlimited time to 
make them.”
 The LFC is charged with recom-
mending to the CH-UH Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) a master school facilities 
plan capable of winning voter support in 
November 2013. Plan C, which the BOE 
accepted last year, is open for revision.
 On Oct. 24, Talbert explained that 
the district had originally preferred 
three K–8 buildings (Plan A) because 
it minimized transitions, which are 
difficult for many students. Based 
on community concerns about large 
campuses and many building closures, 
however, the district presented Plan 
C, a compromise plan, which proposed 

continued on page 14

Hurricane Sandy wreaks havoc at Lee and Mea-
dowbrook roads on Oct. 30.

Volunteers prepare to plant the lawn conversion garden on Nov. 3.

Sarah Wean

It was a brisk and overcast morning, 
but the enthusiastic volunteers were 
undeterred. Cleveland Heights’s new-
est community garden took its first 
action steps on Nov. 3, on the front 
lawn of Grace Lutheran Church on 
Cedar Road.
 Volunteers from Food Not Lawns 
Cleveland joined forces with Grace 
Lutheran congregants and, with sup-
port from Asian Services in Action, 
prepared a 20 x 20 plot that will become 
a demonstration sheet mulch garden, to 
be farmed by local Bhutanese refugee 
families and other interested residents 
in the spring.
 “The Bhutanese will be the primary 
farmers,” said David Ernat, pastor of 
the church, “but it’s actually available 
to anyone in the community.”  
 Using gardening and community 

sustainability principles advocated by 
Food Not Lawns—a movement that 
calls for the conversion of the nation’s 

45 million acres of existing lawns into 
edible gardens—the garden’s planting 

continued on page 6
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Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

Voted CleVeland’s Best toy store
We buy Old TOys FOr Ca$H

Traditional Toys for   
 Traditional Holidays!

Funky Toys for 
Funky Holidays!

Collectibles  • Cards • Nintendo • Cleveland Gear • Pop Culture • Ghoulardi 
T-Shirts • Baby Stuff • Classic Candy • Great Books (most at least 1/2 off)
Stocking Stuffers • Buttons and Magnets • Unique Toys • Great Gag Gifts

1814 Coventry Road • Cleve. Hts
216-371-4FUN • www.bigfunbigfun.com

Thanks for supporting local businesses!

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

Jewel Moulthrop

The title of this column—Opening the 
Observer—has always had two mean-
ings for me. The first has to do with 
transparency, as in opening the news-
paper to the scrutiny of its readers. 
We tell you how we operate (primarily 
through the work of dedicated volun-
teers). We state our editorial policy 
(no political or other endorsements, 
just the facts). We provide information 
that affects our community and a place 
to air your concerns.
 The second meaning concerns the 
contents if each issue—what you can 
expect to see when you open an issue 
of the Heights Observer. We specialize 
in hyper-local news: school happen-
ings, library events, and meeting high-
lights from the Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights city councils, the 
CH-UH school board, and the library 
board. We include articles about new 

Online forum goes live

OpeNiNG 
THe ObSerVer

businesses, cultural and religious events, 
and human-interest stories. We have 
several regular columnists and a few 
once-in-a-while writers.
 The Heights Observer would not 
exist without you. We encourage your 
participation in several ways: register 
to receive the weekly e-newsletter, post 
your thoughts on the Observer blog site, 
write a news story about something hap-
pening in your neighborhood, or express 
your opinion in a letter to the editor.
 We had an online forum a few years 
ago, but had to close it down for several 
reasons: incivility, lack of interest, and it 
wasn’t that easy to use. We’re changing 
all that.
 We recently formed a partnership 
with the Civic Commons to piggyback 
on their excellent online forum. We 
created a FutureHeights profile on the 
Civic Commons website (http://thecivic-
commons.com/user/futureheights).
 Many of you already know the Civic 
Commons for the success that organiza-
tion has had in “turning talk into action.” 
For example, through conversations with 
residents, the Civic Commons helped 
the City of Cleveland create a represen-

tative board to map the future of the 
Flats. Currently, there’s a petition on 
the Civic Commons website aimed at 
stopping the construction of a skywalk 
between the casino and the garage 
across the street.
 Last month we started a conver-
sation on the future of the school 
facilities in Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights. To ensure that our 
community gets the schools we need to 
sustain and grow our neighborhoods, 
we invite your input. (Thanks to those 
of you who have already responded.)
 Joining the conversation is easy. 
Go to the Civic Commons home page 
(http://theciviccommons.com). Register 
for an account by clicking the link in 
the upper right-hand corner and fol-
lowing the prompts. Once you’re reg-
istered, log in, find the FutureHeights 
page and jump right in—the water’s 
fine! We look forward to meeting you 
on the Commons.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
Why is the Library for sale? South 
Euclid officials have been salivating 
over this land since 2008
If you tell someone that the Cuyahoga 
County South Euclid-Lyndhurst Man-
sion Library is for sale, they usually ask, 
“Why?”
 We have a logical theory that an-
swers that question. The city of South 
Euclid wants the library and the sur-
rounding land to be developed into 
mixed-use and residential buildings.
 How can we support this state-
ment? With two public documents.

—Fran Mentch

Fantastic seasonal wines on a rainy 
night
Last night I ventured out to my first 
wine and beer tasting at The Wine Spot 

on Lee Road.
 Rain and all, it was a perfect night 
to meet new people and discover bril-
liant wines. I actually went for the beer 
but everyone was more interested in 
the wine and I too love a great glass 
of red wine. Adam and Susan Fleischer 
featured Halloween-inspired ‘seasonal’ 
wines for the evening as well as a local 
Cleveland beer (Buckeye Cleveland, 
Pumpkin Head).
 There was some discussion as to what 
order the wines should be presented in 
with all the offerings and pouring happen-
ing. The conversation drifted from which 
occasion each wine might best be pre-
sented to why Detroit is the hub of house 
music and talk of politics with the election 
close at hand. It was a lively group.

—Tiffany Laufer

Correction
An article in the November issue, 
“Simon’s Auto Service” to expand, 

incorrectly identified the writer. His 
name is Frank Tascone. We regret the 
error.

sunny days, she enjoys going for long car 
rides and observing all that passes by. In 
the evenings, Rogers watches religious 
programs, and continues to read God’s 
Word.
 Her warm caring spirit is cherished 
by her family and all who know her. It 
is on this great occasion that, together 
with those loved ones and her church 
family, Rogers celebrates the many mo-
ments of laughter and joy that she has 
experienced throughout her life, and 
looks forward to more of these mo-
ments in the future.
 Vivian Rogers’ life has been one of 
serving, caring, giving, sharing, helping, 
encouraging, listening and sacrifice as 
she has traveled the long road of her 
106 years.
 Central Bible Baptist Church was 
founded by Pastor Emeritus Robert L. 
Ferguson in 1992 at Boulevard Elemen-
tary School. Now located at 2285 Noble 
Road, the church’s membership exceeds 
500. The current pastor, Rev. Harry 
Cain Jr., presides over two Sunday wor-
ship services: 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday 
school is at 9:30 a.m. Bible studies are on 
Mondays (for women) and Wednesdays 
(for all).

Marilyn Murphy, a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights, has been a member of 
Central Bible Baptist Church for more 
than 16 years. She teaches an adult Sunday 
School class and serves as administrator for 
the church.

ViVian continued from page 1

Buy 
local. 

Your merchants 
are your 

neighbors too.
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A message from the publisher:
 We are publishing the letter below in 
a shortened version. The original was more 
than 1,000 words long—far longer than we 
have space for. To read the letter in its entirety, 
visit www.heightsobserver.org.
 I believe it is important to respond to 
the letter, and clarify some points. The “Open-
ing the Observer” column is not a space for 
editorial opinion, but rather it is a space to 
share information and encourage community 
dialogue. In this month’s column (see p. 2), 
Jewel Moulthrop explains the role of “Open-
ing the Observer,” and also announces that 
the Observer, in partnership with the Civic 
Commons, has established a new forum for 
community discussion and dialogue on select 
topics that are important to Heights residents. 
The first topic is School Facilities.
 The Observer has no writing staff. As a 
nonprofit, community paper, it relies on mem-
bers of the community to write and submit 
articles, letters and opinion pieces about life 
here in the Heights. We welcome and depend 
on the input of our readers. We ask that all 
submissions be civil and constructive.
 Last month’s “Opening the Observer” 
column, “School facilities are important 
to the vitality of our community,” was a 
call for community involvement and a 
notice of the committee meetings that are 
taking place—not an endorsement of any 
plan. If you have an opinion about school 
facilities, or want to know what is happen-
ing, please get involved. Attend a meeting 
of the Lay Facilities Committee(LFC), 
contact members of the school board (listed 

at www.chuh.org) or members of the LFC 
(see p. 14), or join the discussion at the new 
forum, http://theciviccommons.com/user/
futureheights.

To the Editor:

I was very disappointed in your  
editorial.
 I attended a number of public meet-
ing about the school facility “plan” and 
I spoke at a couple—mostly though, 
pretty ignored by arrogant SB [school 
board] and “academics” who are hell 
bent on taxing us to death to go $200 
million into debt to build “fancy all new 
building.”
 I guess they want a legacy or some-
thing? A real journalist would have some 
investigative curiosity. Alas, this is pre-
sented to tax payers as a “fait accompli.” 
If SB wants something, they get it.
 This is a transient community—
lots of renters, lots of people living on 
entitlements (Section 8, welfare, food 
stamps) and a lot of students, grad stu-
dents, interns/residents . . . what does 
this translate to? A lot of people who 
cheerfully pull the lever for “big tax lev-
ies” knowing that when the bill comes 
due, they will be somewhere else and 
won’t have to pay it.
 (This would also be a very good 
subject to write about and investigate; 
don’t you guys have any sharp young 
interns?) [. . .]
 We pay the 2nd highest property 

. . . WORRIES OVER
Send them Funny Times and keep 

them laughing all year long.

THE PROBLEM: INSPIRATION:

I forgot to 
get them a 
present!
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$44 for 2 years
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2

3

Buy 5, get one FREE! 
That’s 6 one-year 
subscriptions for $125

Buy 5, get oneget one FREFREE!
6 PACK SPECIAL

SUBSCRIBE!

Call 
216.371.8600 ext. CLE 

or visit 
funnytimes.com

Send check or money order to:
FUNNY TIMES SUBSCRIPTIONS
P.O. Box 18530  Dept. HOT  • Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

A HOLIDAY SOLUTION

tax rates, and the highest OVERALL 
rate (due to excessive income tax) of any 
other community in the state. Yet we 
are so undesirable to live in that we are 
losing population like a leaky sieve, and 
have fallen BELOW 50,000 (a critical 
measure of a suburb) at the same time 
our taxes are such a crippling burden 
that people are forced to move out. 
Somehow, nobody puts these things 
together and thinks “hmm . . . .”
 Over the years (I have lived here 
since 1979), I have talked to count-
less people who were moving OUT of 
Cleveland Heights—not out of town, or 
for a job, but simply to live in another 
suburb. I have talked to them “off the 
record,” and privately, so they could be 
very blunt. Every single one of them said 
they were leaving because of the high 
taxes, and the bad schools. [. . .]
 Why do I tell you all this? Because 
the Heights Observer never says ANY-
THING about this issue. They mention 
failing schools on Academic Emergency 
and “Continuous Failure” as if it were 
irrelevant, then relentless promote a 
frightening, irresponsible $200 million 
building boondoggle . . . . as we contem-
plate TEARING DOWN buildings like 
Fairfax and Boulevard, which were only 
built in the SEVENTIES (in another 
hysterical building spree, on the theme 
of “open classrooms”. . . )

Laurel Freeder
Cleveland Heights

resident urges against spending estimated 
$200 million on new school facilities

Spread the word: support 
independent businesses 
this holiday season

To the Editor,

It is holiday season for all of us, es-
pecially retailers. For the past few 
years, I have taken the letter below 
and added a paragraph or two (I 
guess you can call that creative reuse 
or self plagiarism). The issue of local 
independent businesses is near and 
dear to my heart and is so important 
to the viability and vitality of our 
neighborhoods. We must all make a 
conscientious effort to support local 
businesses, from the neighborhood 
bookstore and record store, which 
face the toughest battles of us “in-
dies,” to the locally owned music clubs 
that struggle to keep afloat.
 It’s been five years since I wrote my 
first letter—dated Holiday Season 2007. 
I believe that there is finally light at the 
end of the tunnel. Business is picking up! 
Most retailers are finally saying goodbye 
to the trend of decreased annual sales. 
Maybe it’s the economy or maybe it’s the 
community coming together to support 
local businesses. The bottom line is that 
it feels good, and we all say THANKS!
 So in the spirit of my annual inde-
pendent business holiday letter, here we 
go again:
 I hope this message finds you and your 
family in good health. We cannot avoid the 
constant barrage of negative news about the 
economy. It’s in the newspapers and maga-

continued on page 12
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Carpet Specials
2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)
1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation 
w/ Premium Pad

In Store Payment Plan 
(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*

Bring this ad and  
recieve a discount!
Discount NOT valid on specials!

www.shorecarpet2.com

Shore 
Carpet II 
216-531-9105

854 East 185th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

Mon-Tue 10-6
Wed 10-5
Thu 10-7
Fri 10-4
Sat 10-3

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
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Truly unique gifts.

For a gift that will never be 
forgotten: 
Choose from our selection 
of fine art and prints,
Or frame a favorite memory 
for year-round enjoyment

CAPTURE YOUR MEMORIES

Heights performance 
of ‘Phantom’ was 
spectacular
To the Editor:

As a former resident of Cleveland 
Heights, I was delighted to be asked 
to attend the Saturday performance 
of “Phantom of the Opera” at Heights 
High. Having seen “Phantom” three 
times on professional stages and once at 
the movies, I was somewhat doubtful, in 
advance, of the quality of a high school 
performance. This is one of the most 
difficult of all Broadway shows—vocally 
and musically.
 There were no doubts, however, 
once the curtain went up and the over-
ture began. I was so amazed and thrilled 
that I must admit I cried, unashamedly, 
throughout the play. The young singers, 
dancers and orchestra players were close 
to perfect in their renditions of the 
difficult vocal and instrumental scores, 
the sets and costumes were magnificent, 
and the inclusion of middle school and 
elementary school students was pure 
genius. I would urge all community 
members to attend future musicals at 
Heights High whenever they are pre-
sented.
 A young woman sitting in front of 
me told me, at intermission, that her 
daughter was one of the elementary 
school children who was performing. At 
the end, I tapped her on the shoulder 
and remarked, “You CERTAINLY have 
something to look forward to.” Her 
response? “THIS is why we stayed in 
Cleveland Heights!”
 BRAVO to the cast, orchestra 
members, crew, staff and parents who 
made “Phantom” such a success, and 
KUDOS to Craig McGaughey, producer 
and Heights High vocal music direc-
tor, and Daniel Heim, Heights High 
Symphony director. Thank you for a 
spectacular evening!

Joyce W. Hoffer
Lyndhurst

 Youth volunteer group, Project Build, ready for exciting second year
Ariel Travis

For years, I had wanted to volunteer. For 
both myself and for those around me, I 
wanted to do something meaningful, and 
have a positive effect on the community. 
But each and every time I called an or-
ganization to see if I could help, I was 
told the same thing. “You can’t volunteer, 
you’re under 18. Unless you have adult 
supervision, you’re too young.” I got 
frustrated and discouraged, feeling that 
I was too young to make a difference.
 Years passed. Finally, as a high 
school senior, one year ago, I came up 
with a simple but powerful idea: recruit 
a few teachers to act as adult supervisors 
and create a youth volunteer group. I got 
some of my friends excited, enlisted the 
help of Cleveland Heights High School 
teacher Chris Sutton, and went to work. 

Project Build was born.
 Within only months, Project Build 
became the largest and most active 
club at Cleveland Heights High School. 
Since its inception one year ago, the 
group has organized 23 volunteer days 
for community-service projects rang-
ing from building houses to repairing 
playgrounds, planting community gar-
dens, constructing greenhouses, and 
more. Hands-on construction work is 
our main focus, and volunteers are sure 
to pick up a few construction skills on 
the job. More than 150 Heights High 
students have participated in our events, 
in addition to many adult volunteers 
and volunteers from other schools. And 
those numbers are always growing.
 On Nov. 14, by a unanimous decision 
from our leadership team, we elected our 
second-ever president, Grace Goodluck. 

The right start 
      lasts a lifetime

Now eNrolliNg for 
fall 2013
a focus oN:
•  Lifelong academic learning
•  Building relationships
•  Curiosity and creativity
•  Mastery of feelings/self-control
•  Problem solving
•  Self advocacy

feaTuriNg:
•  Daily fresh, local, natural lunch
•  Outdoor playgrounds • Indoor gym
•  Community garden
•  Bright, spacious classrooms
•  Convenient location
•  Abundant parking

Schedule a visit  to learn about
our individualized curriculum
and unique team approach.
Call Educational Director 
Barbara Streeter at (216) 929-0194.

19910 Malvern Road, Shaker Heights, OH 44122
(216) 991-4472  •  www.hannaperkins.org

Hanna Perkins School
PRESCHOOL • KINDERGARTEN • TODDLER PROGRAmS

She exemplifies the passion, vision, dedi-
cation and leadership needed to continue 
Project Build’s mission. She is a senior 
at Cleveland Heights High School, and 
plans to attend Cleveland State Uni-
versity where she will study nonprofit 
management and urban studies.
 “In high school, students tend to 
feel like they don’t matter, and that 
nothing they do can ever change any-
thing,” said Goodluck. “I want to help 
students realize that they can make a 
change, through working together to 
positively impact the community.”
 Project Build’s next volunteer day 
is at Community Greenhouse Partners 
on Dec. 2, where we will be helping a 
Heights High graduate build greenhous-
es to support the local food movement. 
Other projects are still being scheduled, 
but one in particular is getting a lot of 
attention. According to Mr. Sutton, “Our 
leadership team is planning a disaster- 
relief trip, and with the recent events on 
the East Coast our members are eager 
to help. I am so proud of them and the 
movement Ariel set in motion.”
 While Project Build is only in its 
second year, the excitement level is 
high. We have dedicated people who 
are working hard to make our cause suc-
ceed. Project Build is always looking for 
new organizations to partner with and 
new projects to take on. If you have an 
idea, want to volunteer, or wish to sup-
port us financially, please let us know. 
You can follow our progress and learn 
how to help at www.Project-Build.org.

Ariel Travis is the founder and first presi-
dent of Project Build. He graduated from 
Cleveland Heights High School in 2012, 
and is working and traveling this year. He is 
considering attending college in Cleveland 
and expanding Project Build into a nonprofit 
organization. Contact him at Ariel@Project-
Build.org.

esli israel, project build leader, stands in the fore-
ground at project build’s most recent volunteer day 
at the Coventry Cleanup.

Buy 
local. 

Your merchants 
are your 

neighbors too.
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Appreciating hyper-local holiday shopping

Bob Rosenbaum

When did holiday shopping become 
a contact sport? If I’m to believe 
what I see in the media, people map 
out chain-store floor plans weeks in 
advance. Before the Thanksgiving 
gravy has congealed, they motor from 
doorbusters to blockbusters in a wild 
rush to take another four dollars off 
the price of a no-name TV.
 If that’s how you define the holi-
day spirit, go ahead. Join the crowd. 
Buy the Chinese knockoffs. Enjoy 
the stress.
 I’m trying to make my holiday 
season about appreciation.
 To that end, all my shopping will 
take place within a radius of a couple 
miles—with the local merchants who 
do so much to make the Heights all 
the things it is: unique, comfortable, 
walkable and increasingly Rock-
wellesque.
 I appreciate small stores where 
the clerks are plentiful and happy to 
pay attention to my needs. I appre-
ciate shops that carry merchandise 
you’ll never find in chain stores.
 Rather than being overwhelmed 
by an airdrop of stuff in a space 
the size of a hangar, I appreciate 
a thoughtful selection of items 

aesthetically presented in a small 
space.
 I appreciate the artisans from 
here and around the world who help 
fill our independent stores with 
creative, handmade items—some of 
use, some of beauty, some of both—
at prices that are often surprisingly 
low.
 I appreciate the friends and 
neighbors who invest their lives in 
creating shops specifically to serve 
the needs of people who live in the 
Heights, and I take special pleasure 
in the act of spending my hard-
earned money with them.
 As I shop for the many people in 
my life who are fortunate to have all 
that they really need, I appreciate the 
chance to buy gifts that have layers of 
meaning: style, utility, individuality, 
humanity and locality.
 I appreciate that all of this will 
probably cost less than agonizing 
over the size and color of sameness 
at the mall or “lifestyle center.”
 It’s growing harder to find a 
community where you can celebrate 
a hyper-local holiday season. I ap-
preciate that I happen to live in one 
of them.
 Perhaps you’ll join me by doing 
some of your shopping with our cre-
ative and varied local merchants.

Bob Rosenbaum is a lifetime resident of 
Cleveland Heights. He operates a small 
consulting practice and manages adver-
tising and market development for the 
Heights Observer.

Barden Benner Carter Memorial Fund 
12th Annual Alumni  Hockey Game 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 26, 2012 
Cleveland Heights Ice Rink 

 

Game #1 
5:00 pm 

1973-1995  
 

Game #2 
6:45 pm 

1996-2012 
 

Free and open to the community! 
 

For more information visit 
www.bardenbennercarter.org  

 
Barden Benner Carter Memorial Fund,  

1073 Woodview Rd, Cleveland Hts., Ohio 44121 

Education in the age of the 
iPad: How can we adapt?
Alastair Pearson

Heights residents agree that the thefts 
that forced the district to overhaul its dig-
ital technology policy were contemptible, 
and represent a moral failure on the part 
of those who allegedly robbed middle 
schoolers of the iPads they were given to 
improve their computer proficiency.
 Our community will not tolerate 
wrongdoing, and in many respects it has 
been cheering to see how quickly local 
government, law enforcement and citizens 
have reacted to protect schoolchildren and 
ensure no more thefts take place.
 However, it has become clear that—
given the cost of the devices, and the high 
value many place on access to the kind of 
technology used by Heights students—
the conditions that led to the thefts are 
not likely to change in the near future.
 To make an informed decision about 
the future of digital devices in our schools, 
we must take an objective look at the role 
computers should play in education and 
how to adapt that to Cleveland Heights.
 As a veteran of the Heights public 
school system until eighth grade, I re-
member the beginning of our district’s 
campaign to make technology a part of 
education. It began with MacBooks; small, 
expensive, and fragile laptops that were 
nonetheless a boon to teachers whose 
students may not have had access to 
computers at home. Although the laptops 
had great distractive potential, it was clear 
that students were benefiting by becoming 
more proficient in using tools that would 

help them become better prepared for an 
increasingly digital way of life.
 As financial realities have arisen and 
the district’s methodology has changed, 
Heights schools have adopted a variety 
of devices depending on the age and 
location of the students involved. Al-
though individual students and teach-
ers may have experienced difficulties 
in implementing technology into their 
daily routine, anyone involved in our 
school system would likely tell you that 
computers belong in our classrooms.
 For those students who are un-
able to afford technology on their own, 
school technology provides a helping 
hand into an unfamiliar world. For those 
students who don’t understand how to 
productively use technology, classroom 
instruction provides useful advice. In an 
age when the national economy is based 
on information, and computer literacy 
is a must-have skill, it is clear that our 
schools must graduate students who are 
fluent in the digital world. The only ques-
tion is how to make that goal a reality.
 To integrate technology into Cleve-
land Heights education, our foremost 
priority should be ensuring the safety 
of students. Students cannot be tasked 
with transporting technology that could 
potentially put them into danger in their 
own neighborhoods. The district must 
ensure that the interaction between 
students and expensive technology does 
not put those students at risk. With a 
responsible plan of action that coordi-

Homemade Soup | Artisan Sandwiches | Gourmet Salads | Fresh Baked Goods 

Our beautiful Garden Oasis was 
recently featured on the Heights 
Heritage Home and Garden Tour.

Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
Thursday - Saturday: 11:00 am - 8:30 pm

2483 LEE BOULEVARD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.371.3050
WWW.BARLESOUPANDSANDWICH.COM
INFO@BARLESOUPANDSANDWICH.COM

Bring in this ad and receive 10% off your next 
food or non-alcoholic beverage purchase.

continued on page 7
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Your neighborhood 
for specialty shopping
Need a gift for a special occasion? 
Feeling nostalgic for the toys you played 
with as a kid? Whether you’re looking 
for antique furniture, jewelery, toys, 
books, pet supplies or art—or you’re not 
sure what you want but you’ll know it 
when you see it, Coventry is the perfect 
place to shop. Our locally owned and 
other businesses sell items made right 
here as well as unique crafts imported 
from around the globe.

Coventry Village is located on 
Coventry Road, between Mayfield 
Road and Euclid Heights Boulevard 
in Beautiful Cleveland Heights Ohio.

Your neighborhood 
destination for dining 

and entertainment.
Whether you’re an omnivore or a 
vegetarian, Coventry’s numerous 

restaurants will appeal to a variety 
of tastes and price ranges. You can sit 

down for a leisurely meal, sample beer 
and wine from around the world or just 

grab a quick sandwich or pizza to go. 

After you’ve eaten, stick around. 
Coventry’s nightlife will suit your 
mood. If you want to watch the 

latest game on a wide screen T.V., 
just kick back and relax with friends 

or want to catch the latest indie 
band, Coventry is the place to be.

Our village is your neighborhood,
whether you live next door 

or farther away!

www.coventryvillage.org

Visit The  
Coventry Garment 
District!
choose from 
vintage and 
lightly used 
clothing to 
national brands 
and custom 
designed fashions!

Locally-Owned 
Vendors For 

Your Holiday 
Shopping!

Award-
Winning 

Restaurants
Stores and 

Services!

Alex Quintana becomes U.S. citizen
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Alex Quintana, co-owner of Quintana’s 
Barber & Dream Spa and Cleveland 
Heights resident, became a citizen of the 
United States last month. On Nov. 16, sur-
rounded by family and friends, Quintana 
took the oath of citizenship at the United 
States District Court in downtown Cleve-
land. It was the end of a long journey.
 Quintana came to the United States 
when he was four years old. “My mom 
Aurora, dad Pedro, and I came in Febru-
ary of 1976,” said Quintana. “We were 
political refugees. My dad had just spent 
the last three and a half years in a Chilean 
concentration camp. My dad and all his 
brothers were unionists, which is what 
landed them all there with the coup and 
Pinochet’s regime.”
 Quintana said that it was luck that 
landed them in the United States. “Amnesty 
International had asked several countries if 
they would offer asylum,” he said. “No one 
got to choose what country they went to; 
it was a lottery. Two of my uncles went to 
Germany. Our family and my uncle David 
and his family came to Cleveland, Ohio.”
 Local churches sponsored the families 
and helped them transition to a new life. 
“My uncle David’s family was sponsored 
by the Greater Lutheran Church of 
Cleveland,” said Quintana. “My parents 
and I were sponsored by Shaker Heights 
Christian Church. The church helped us 
with housing, English classes and jobs. It 
also surrounded us with wonderful people 
who helped us assimilate to this country.”
 Quintana grew up in Cleveland Heights. 
He attended Noble Elementary and Mon-
ticello Middle schools, and graduated from 

Cleveland Heights High School in 1991. 
Quintana met his future wife, Dawn Mon-
gelluzzi, as a teenager. “But it wasn’t until 
years later that we started dating,” he said.
 The couple married on Nov. 15, 2002. 
Both had started their own businesses; 
Quintana a barber shop and Mongelluzzi a 
day spa. “We bought the building on South 
Taylor Road in April 2003,” said Quintana. 
“We remodeled the space and opened on 
Nov. 15 of that same year, on our one-year 
anniversary.” The Quintana’s combined 
business, Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa, 
is an anchor of the Cedar Taylor neighbor-
hood, and both Quintanas are leaders in 
the business community and active sup-

porters of local causes.
 Quintana said he became a citizen too 
late to vote in this year’s election, but that 
he is looking forward to the next one. “I 
didn’t think that I would feel any different 
becoming a citizen, but I was wrong,” he 
said. “What I realized is that no matter how 
engaged I was, what I accomplished, I was 
still not a citizen of this country. Standing in 
that courtroom, looking at the portrait that 
said ‘We the people,’ [I knew] that now [it] 
meant me, too. This country is now every bit 
as much mine, as it is every other citizen’s.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of Fu-
tureHeights and publisher of the Heights Observer.

Alex Quintana  at his swearig in ceremony with wife dawn, son John and daughter Gabriella. 
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area was created by sheet mulching. 
This above-ground technique of layer-
ing organic and recycled materials to a 
level of about 2–3 feet creates a nutrient-
rich and water-absorbing environment, 
without disturbing the ground and 
existing soil beneath.
 Mari Keating, founder of the Food 
Not Lawns Cleveland chapter, said 
Grace Lutheran’s willingness to be-
come the first local institution to make 
a visible statement with this kind of 
lawn conversion was an extraordinary 
opportunity for public education and 
participation. She said the project 
partners met one another through their 
participation in Sustainable Heights 
Network’s Local Food Week in October, 
and quickly came together to plan the 
garden.
 “This is an exciting pilot project not 
only in land reuse but also as a coopera-
tive coalition that is mutually beneficial 
to all involved,” Keating said. “We hope 
it will become a model to other institu-
tions, churches, schools and city build-
ings that right now are planted in grass 
and feed no one.”
 After two hours of chilly work, the 
garden prep was complete. Two apple 
trees, christened Pearl and Joey, were 
planted, along with the beginnings of 
what may become one of the most vis-
ible and sustainable community garden 
projects in the Heights.

Sarah Wean lives in the Coventry neighbor-
hood, and loves Cleveland Heights.

garden continued from page 1

Advertise in the Observer: 
Help your business AND 

do a good deed.
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Experience classical Yoga  
for complete health & well-being 

Celebrating 
15 years  
in the 

Heights!  

2319 Lee Rd.  
(216) 371-9760 
atmacenter.com 

 

It’s true. 
Good food  

tastes better! 

2267 Lee Rd.      216.932.3003 
 

www.stone-oven.com 

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
OCTOBER 15, 2012 Special meeting
All council members were present.

Proposal to merge fire departments
Phil Kouwe of Emergency Services Consult-
ing International presented his company’s 
proposal to merge the fire departments of 
University Heights and Shaker Heights. The 
study was paid for with $25,000 from the 
Cleveland Foundation, $8,000 from Uni-
versity Heights, and $17,000 from Shaker 
Heights. The remaining $15,000 from the 
Cleveland Foundation grant is to be used for 
implementation costs.
 The company evaluated the current levels 
of service and need in each city and considered 
financial and logistical factors and public infor-
mation from each community.
 Both departments are structurally and 
operationally similar, and share a joint dispatch 
center with Cleveland Heights. Shaker Heights 
has four and a half administrative staff and 51 
operational staff in two fire stations. The city 
owns two engines, three ambulances, and one 
ladder truck. University Heights has one ad-
ministrative staff (the chief) and 26 operational 
staff in one fire station. University Heights owns 
one engine, two ambulances, and one ladder 
truck.
 The current two fire chiefs should be 
reduced to one with the possibility of adding a 
training position. Using a four-minute response 
model, the area of the three firehouses overlap 
and could be reduced to two stations. Two of 
the proposed models keep all three firehouses, 
and two eliminate one. All four options allow 
a higher ratio of personnel to residents than 
the regional and national medians. In a new 

government entity combining the two service 
units into one, both cities would still have a say in 
the governance, but Shaker Heights, which has 
a larger administration, would most likely be the 
administrator.
 All proposals reduce the number of employ-
ees. The first proposal, recommended by Kouwe, 
would eliminate one ladder truck and six positions. 
This projected savings is $750,000 per year.
 The many firefighters present expressed 
concern that University Heights would be 
second to Shaker Heights in assignment of 
resources, and that positions would be elimi-
nated. Both University Heights mayor Susan 
Infield and Shaker Heights mayor Earl Leiken 
emphasized that this single department would 
serve both communities equally, just as the 
already merged dispatch does. Regarding the 
reduction of six positions, the two departments 
are already covering seven retirements through 
overtime. no additional people would lose 
their jobs and one person would perhaps be 
hired.
 Each city is to consider the proposals and 
further refine the information. The final proposal is 
expected before the end of 2012. It is a feasibility 
study and not an implementation guide. The actual 
process of merging the two departments will take 
some time.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

OCTOBER 15, 2012 Regular meeting
All council members were present.

Tree trimming and removal
Council authorized the city to advertise for bids 
for two tree trimming and removal projects. One 

project is for the southwest and northwest portions 
of the city, and the other is for 150 trees along 
washington Boulevard. These bids will complete 
work in zone one; zone two, the northeast section, 
will be addressed next year.

Tullamore Road nuisance porch
Council declared the front porch at 3505 Tul-
lamore Road a nuisance. A second motion will be 
presented at the next council meeting to authorize 
repair. The cost will be appended to the property 
tax bill for the house.

Kenneth J. Fisher honored
Council approved a resolution honoring Kenneth 
J. Fisher for 15 years of service as law director for 
University Heights.

Marijuana possession
Council reduced the penalty for possession of 
marijuana drug paraphernalia from a fourth de-
gree to a minor misdemeanor, bringing local laws 
into alignment with legislation passed by the Ohio 
legislature. The penalty in the most extreme case 
could cause a violator to lose his driver’s license. 
The penalty is at the discretion of the judge.

Anthony J. Coyne
Council appointed Anthony J. Coyne as law di-
rector effective nov. 1. His pay will be $45,000 
per year plus $175 per hour for extra litigation 
services authorized by council.

Technology Advisory Commission
Councilwoman Susan Pardee, chair of the Civic 
Information Committee, announced that the com-
mitee is looking for community members to join the 
newly formed Technology Advisory Commission. 
Those interested should send a letter to the clerk 
of council.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LwV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

[Unfortunately the Heights Chapter of the 
League of women Voters of Cuyahoga Area 
is only able to cover one meeting per month 
of the University Heights City Council due to 
a shortage of volunteers.  we will continue to 
cover at least one meeting per month and will 
seek more volunteers with the hope of returning 
to full coverage. If you appreciate and enjoy 
reading our reports perhaps you would like to 
help us continue this service to the community 
by joining the League and our Observer Corps. 
To learn more please contact maryann Barnes: 
by e-mail—mbarnes9515@gmail.com or by 
phone—216-321-7525.]

 
 
it happens every year 
at this time – 
you end up having dinner with those neighbors 
you can't stand. 
your brother-in-law 
invites you for drinks, 
and he's a jerk. 
your daughter needs  
your credit card, 
and your wife  
has inspired madness. 
so there – 
happy holidays. 
 
love craig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon 
2196 lee road 

beautiful downtown cleveland heights 
216.932.9000 

www.lopezonlee.com 
 

2285 Lee Road   •   216.932.3200
www.mitchellschocolates.com

      www.facebook.com/MitchellsChocolates

Elegantly Packaged Chocolates and Truffles
Edible Centerpieces and Hostess Gifts

Stocking Stuffers and Molded Chocolates

A ClevelAnd HeigHts 
HolidAy trAdition

nates educational and law enforcement 
personnel, residents can have faith that 
their children are not in harm’s way.
 Second, we must train teachers so 
that they can pass their technological 
knowledge on to students. In Cleveland 
Heights, we are fortunate to possess some 

ipads continued from page 5

of the most highly educated and capable 
teachers in the nation. It is only fair to give 
them the tools to practice their trade.
 Third, we have to make digital 
technology a daily aspect of the educa-
tion process. It is only through repeated, 
guided exposure to technology that stu-

dents can gain the expertise needed to 
become engaged members of the digital 
community. With these guidelines in 
mind, we can act to bring about an educa-
tion system that thoroughly prepares its 
students for the new and rapidly evolving 
world they are soon to become a part of. 

As times change, so do the Tigers.

Alastair Pearson is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, and a student at Saint Ignatius. He 
is editor of the opinion page for the school 
newspaper, and is involved in the school’s 
literary magazine.
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 Join us on  

       Christmas Eve  

 

Dr. Charles D. Yoost 
Senior Pastor  

“Something New For Christmas!” 
 
 

2537 Lee Road  
Cleveland Heights 
(216) 321-8880  
www.chsaviour.org 

4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  
Candlelight Service and  

Live Nativity 
 

11:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Service, 

Chancel Choir,  
Bell Choir and String Quartet  

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
OCTOBER 15, 2012
mayor Edward Kelley was excused.

Salt storage facility
Council authorized an amended agreement 
with CT Consultants Inc. for the architectural 
and engineering services for a new salt storage 
facility, with expenses not to exceed $18,000, 
and also an agreement with Legacy Building 
Solutions for the materials and installation 
services, expenses not to exceed $270,000. 
The salt storage facility at the old dairy on 
warrensville Center Road is in disrepair and 
is unsafe for occupancy. It must be demolished 
and rebuilt before winter. At least 15 companies 
were contacted, and the steel-framed tension-
fabric structure from Legacy was the best and 
most economical. A different contractor will 
construct the concrete foundation. Vice mayor 
Dennis wilcox noted that the facility is shared 
with University Heights and the school board—
an excellent example of regionalism.

Leaf pick up
Leaf pick up from tree lawns will begin Oct. 29 
and continue for five weeks. Each street will 
have two or three collections. Before and after 
these dates, leaves must be bagged in lawn 
and leaf bags.

Home investment funding
Council authorized an agreement with the Cuya-
hoga County Executive for receipt of Home 
Investment Partnership Program (HOmE) fund-
ing for homeowner rehabilitation ($179,701) 

and homebuyer assistance ($20,000). The term 
of the agreement is Dec. 1, 2012, through Dec. 
31, 2013.

Nuisance properties
Council declared the property at 3266 DeSota 
Ave., owned by the Federal Home mortgage 
Corporation, to be a nuisance and authorized 
abatement of the nuisance. In February 2012, 
the property was cited to be razed, which will 
cost $15,500.
 Council also declared the property at 2920 
noble Road, owned by David F. Bolger Trust, to 
be a nuisance. This was previously a medic Drug 
Store and a Pick ‘n’ Pay supermarket and had 
been cited in June 2012 to be razed, which will 
cost $40,500.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

OCTOBER 29, 2012 Special meeting
All council members were present.

Road repairs
Council authorized an agreement with Ronyak 
Paving Inc. for emergency road repairs to portions 
of Cleveland Heights Boulevard from Glenwood 
Road to mayfield Road, Cleviden Road from 
newbury Drive to the city line, and north Park 
Boulevard from Coventry Road to Roxboro Road. 
These repairs are needed prior to the winter 
season. Compensation for each repair shall not 
exceed the sum of $190,000.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

nOVEmBER 7, 2012
All council members were present.

Nighttown patio expansion
Council authorized an agreement with nighttown 
Inc. for an easement of approximately six feet onto 
the city parking lot to allow an extension of the 
dining patio. The area affected is currently mostly 
landscaped. while this will not affect the number 
of parking spaces available, the spaces will be 
smaller, and for compact cars.

New owner for diners
Council authorized an agreement with The Katz 
Club, LLC, for a loan under the Economic Devel-
opment Loan Fund Program for assistance with a 
catering facility and restaurant, Katz’s Kitchen and 
Catering, to be located at 1975 Lee Road on the 
site of the currently closed diners. The loan will 
be $200,000 at an interest rate of three percent, 
with a seven-year repayment schedule after one 
year’s deferral. Up to $50,000 may be forgiven 
based on the city income taxes generated by the 
business during 2014–18. 
 The new owner, Douglas Katz of East 
Overlook Road, is an established restauranteur 
and owner of Fire Food and Drink in Shaker 
Square. Katz, who was present, said he intends 
to restore the 1940–50s look of the diners and 
the landscaping. He described his restaurant 
business experience and his desire to work in the 
community where he lives. The plan is to have the 
restaurant open and running by march 2013.

Bidding threshold
Council adopted amendments to the Cleveland 
Heights city code to increase the bidding thresh-
old from $25,000 to $50,000. The specified 
amounts in the affected code sections pertain 
to bids, bid awards and contracts, and set the 
amount below which competitive bidding is not 
required. This ordinance brings the city in line 
with the Ohio General Assembly and most of 
its political subdivisions.

Wood and Preyer roads paving
Council approved a change order with Spe-
cialized Construction Inc. for the 2012 Street 
Surface Treatment Program. Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds are available to treat 
two additional streets, wood Road between 
1669 and maple Road, and the entire length 
of Preyer Road, before the end of the year, for 
a total increase of $34,805.

Storm issues
mayor Kelley thanked all city staff for their hard 
work in storm cleanup, claimed that First Energy 
did a poor job of handling the power problems, 
and announced that the city will be updating 
the storm preparedness guide based on what 
was learned.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Halibut Burger

Jambalaya

Voted Best of the Heights.

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

 Stein criticized FirstEnergy’s deci-
sion to send linemen and support staff 
to the East Coast. “The results of 
this poor decision left First Energy 
undermanned and incapable of restor-
ing power to the residents of North 
East Ohio in a reasonable amount 
of time,” he wrote. Stein urged the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
to investigate FirstEnergy’s response 
to the storm and hold the company 
accountable.
 During the power outage, Mayor 
Kelley and other city council members 
received several calls and letters from 
constituents. City officials initiated 
communication with FirstEnergy to 
address their concerns.
 In an e-mail on Nov. 1, Terry 
Killeen, manager of external affairs 
for FirstEnergy Service Company, re-
ported to Mayor Kelley that Cleveland 
Heights had 3,953 customers without 
power, down from 11,500 at the height 
of the storm. Killeen stated that 
power was restored to the Lee Road Li-
brary—which is a back-up emergency 
shelter—the previous evening, and that 
crews were working to restore power 
to the Cleveland Heights Community 

Center, which is also an emergency 
shelter.
 “Crews made significant headway 
clearing hazard (wire down) calls yester-
day and overnight,” wrote Killeen. “At 
times, crews were able to close a fuse 
after clearing a hazard, which provided 
restoration to a group of customers. 
Unfortunately, some customers in the 
same area remained off. Total restoral to 
all these customers was not possible as 
line crews needed to get to other hazard 
calls in order to preserve life.“
 Mayor Kelley reported that resi-
dents were concerned about seeing mul-
tiple crews visiting the same location, 
and Killeen said that FirstEnergy had 
called in crews from Illinois, Missouri, 
Utah, Michigan, Indiana, Colorado, 
Dayton and Toledo to assist with res-
toration efforts.
 On the morning of Friday, Nov. 
2, Killeen reported to Mayor Kelley 
that there were still 2,609 customers 
in Cleveland Heights without power. 
“Crews continue to respond to wire 
down calls. This continues to be the 
priority,” Killeen said. 
 Council Member Stein said that he 
believed power had been restored to all 

Cleveland Heights residents by Sunday 
evening, Nov. 4.
 “Most of my information came 
from the news,” said Stein. “First En-
ergy did not communicate well with 
residents or the city.” Mayor Kelley 
and Coucilman Stein plan to meet 
with John Skory, president of First 

Firstenergy continued from page 1

Energy, on Dec. 3 to discuss the city’s 
concerns, as well as needed upgrades to 
the electical grid to prevent recurent 
power outages in the city.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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LET ME  
PUT THIS  
IN YOUR YARD 

❆ 216.321.7889 
❆ www.QBDS.net
❆ 2200 South Taylor Rd ❆ Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 

Give the gift 
 of relaxation this season!

SPA & BARBERSHOP GIFT CERTIFICATES

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

(Including Christmas Eve!)

Give the gift 
 of relaxation this season!

CH couple remembered by their pastor

Simone Quartell

Gregory and Elise Lindsay were remem-
bered by their church pastor, Charles 
Yoost, of Church of the Saviour in 
Cleveland Heights, as very loving, car-
ing and giving people, who everyone 
thought well of and liked.”
 The couple were found dead in 
their home on East Monmouth Road in 
Cleveland Heights on Nov. 8. The cause 
of the death was ruled accidental carbon 
monoxide poisoning.
 A funeral service was held Friday, 
Nov. 16 at Church of the Savior.
 The couple’s son Dan lives in Shaker 
Heights with his wife, Courtney, and their 
children, Ben and Megan. The Lindsay’s 
daughter Gillian lives in Chicago with 
her husband, John, and their youngest 
daughter, Dana, lives in San Francisco.
 “I was hoping it wasn’t true when I 
got the news. I couldn’t believe it,” said 

Yoost. “They were only 62, so young to 
die so suddenly.”
 Yoost said he has known the family 
since 1998, when he took over as pastor 
at the church. The Lindsays were active 
in the church, and attended services 
regularly. He recalled that the family 
would snowblow the sidewalk from 
their house to the church in the winter. 
Their children Dan and Gillian were 
both married at the church.
 Greg and Elise Lindsay were high 
school sweethearts. All three of their 
children attended Cleveland Heights-
University Heights public schools. Elise 
was director of international student 
services at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity, and Greg had retired from LTV 
Steel.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.

New signs mark Euclid Golf and Shaker 
Farm National Register historic districts

International Human Rights Day at Saint Alban’s

Megan Brenner

The United Nation’s General Assembly 
adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the first global proc-
lamation of its kind, on Dec. 10, 1948. 
Each year, people around the world 
gather to celebrate International Hu-
man Rights Day (IHRD), and this year 
the people at Saint Alban Episcopal 
Church have decided to host two events 
in its honor.
 St. Alban’s invites the public to take 
part in a simple community meal on 
Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m. Vegetarian and non-
vegetarian options will be available and 
the dinner is free. This is an opportunity 
to meet others who are interested in 
human rights and social justice issues. 
Gather with others on Dec. 10 at 7 
p.m. for a candlelight vigil to remember 
those who have been affected by human 
rights violations and honor the activists 
from the past and present who strive for 
equality. Those who are interested in at-
tending one or both of these events can 
register at http://stalbans-ihrd.eventbrite.
com.
 Both events will be held at Saint 
Alban Episcopal Church, 2555 Euclid 
Heights Blvd., and are free and open 

to the public. The Saint Alban’s com-
munity extends the use of its space to 
act as an open place for learning and 
discussion in the hope that IHRD 
will be a catalyst for more gatherings, 
events and opportunities to advocate 
for human rights in the Cleveland 
area. Saint Alban’s was inspired to 
host an event by the Blue Scarf move-
ment, which was started by a group of 
women in Kandahar, Afghanistan, who 
wore blue scarfs and publicly prayed 
for peace. They chose the color blue 
to represent the sky we all share. The 
movement has grown to become a 
global phenomenon.
 Saint Alban Episcopal Church has 
functioned as a neighborhood church 
since its founding. It began as a mis-
sion on the corner of Murray Hill Road 
and Fairview Avenue, two blocks west 
of Mayfield Road in Little Italy. The 
original building was completed and 
dedicated in 1892. This same building 
was moved in 1897 by ox cart up the 
hill to the present location of Saint 
Alban’s.

Megan Brenner is a first-year MSW student 
at Case Western Reserve University, in the 
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences.

in November, the Cleveland Heights Landmark Commission installed historic district signs at key 
entrance points to two of the city’s 11 National register historic districts: euclid Golf, which was 
listed in 2002, and Shaker Farm, which was listed in 2012. New signs for the Shaker Farm district 
were installed at Fairmount boulevard and Shelburne road, west St. James parkway at the rox-
boro schools, and Lee and Fairfax roads. The Shaker Farm district was added to the Fairmount 
boulevard Historic district signs at Coventry road and Fairmount boulevard and at wellington road 
and Fairmount. New signs for euclid Golf were erected at Ardleigh drive and Fairmount boulevard, 
Scarborough road and demington drive, Coventry and Clarkson roads, and demington drive and 
Cedar road. euclid Golf was added to the existing Fairmount boulevard Historic district sign at 
Coventry road and Fairmount. The base of the sign at Fairmount boulevard and Cedar road was 
found to have rusted through, causing the sign to fall over. The city plans to replace the sign in the 
spring when it installs signs for the soon-to-be-listed euclid Heights Historic district.
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It’s how I treat all my customers. And you can be 
sure I’ll always do my best to meet your needs. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Honesty. Respect. 
Professionalism. 
Courtesy.

1101016.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

www.betsywarnerinsurance.com  

Spring Course Schedule Now Available
CIA’s Continuing Education program includes a wide range of 
courses in art and design taught by accomplished faculty, in a 
dynamic, friendly and well-equipped learning environment.  

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged

Do what 
you love

Judith Eugene

December brings many fun social and 
cultural activities for Heights seniors 
and their families. Many are listed here. 
Call ahead to check if reservations are 
required, and to confirm handicapped 
accessibility, if needed. Events are free, 
unless otherwise noted. 
 A Market Bazaar will be held at 
McGregor on Dec. 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Holiday gifts, keepsakes and baked 
goods will be for sale. McGregor will also 
host Holiday Storytelling with Zeta Phi 
Beta on Dec. 8 at 3:30 p.m. (14900 Pri-
vate Drive, Cleveland, 216-851-8200.)
 Church of the Saviour will host a 
Festival of Lessons and Carols on Dec. 
9 starting at 10:15 a.m. The program fea-
tures organist Robert Day, a brass quintet 
and more than 75 singers. (2537 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Heights, 216-321-8880.)
 The First Baptist Church will hold 
a Lesson and Carols program on Dec. 9 
from 4–6 p.m. (3630 Fairmount Blvd., 
Shaker Heights, 216-932-7480.) 
 At 7 p.m. on Dec. 9, the Western 
Reserve Chorale performs its 21st an-
nual holiday concert at Grace Lutheran 
Church (13001 Cedar Road, Cleveland 
Heights, 216-321-2790).
 The Homewood Residence at 
Rockefeller Gardens will hold a Holi-
day Karaoke Party on Dec. 10 at 2 
p.m. (3151 Mayfield Road, Cleveland 
Heights, 216-321-6331.)
 The annual Shabbos Chanukah 
Luncheon will take place at the Heights 
Jewish Center Synagogue on Dec. 15. 
Davening begins at 9 a.m., and the 
luncheon follows at 11:30 a.m. $12 for 
adults, $8 for children ages 5–12; and free 
for children under 5. (14270 Cedar Road, 
Cleveland Heights, 216-382-1958.)
 McGregor will hold a Resident’s 
Holiday Concert on Dec. 16 at 2:30 
p.m. and a holiday performance by the 
Hillcrest Concert Band on Dec. 18 at 7 

Fun holiday activities for seniors and their families
THe SeNiOr 
SeCTiON

p.m.
 The Homewood Residence will 
host a performance by the Chesed 
Fairmount Temple Singers on Dec. 16 
at 2 p.m. It will also host Halle’s on the 
Road, a historic look at the Halle Broth-
ers store, on Dec. 19 at 2 p.m., and a 
winter concert by the Canterbury Glee 
Club on Dec. 21 at 9:30 a.m.
 A Winter Centerpiece Workshop 
will be held at the Cleveland Heights 
Senior Activity Center on Dec. 21 at 11 
a.m.  Fresh greens will be provided, and 
decorations are suitable for any holi-
day. $7 (1 Monticello Blvd., Cleveland 
Heights, 216-691-7377.)
 The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 
has planned a Christmas Bird Count for 
Dec. 22 at 8 a.m. The program includes 
a bird walk to identify resident winter 
birds. (2600 South Park Blvd., Shaker 
Heights, 216-321-5935.)
 Saint-Saëns “Christmas Oratorio” will 
be performed at Fairmount Presbyterian 
Church on Dec. 23 at 11 a.m. The church 
will also host a Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Worship on Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m. and 11 

p.m. (2757 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland 
Heights, 216-321-5800.)
 On Dec. 25, the Maltz Museum of 
Jewish Heritage will host its Chinese 
Food and Movie Day from 1–4 p.m.  
Films are from Israel. $12 for adults, $10 
for seniors, $5 for children ages 5–11; free 
for children under 5. (2929 Richmond 
Road, Beachwood, 216-593-0575.)
 The Cleveland Heights Senior Ac-
tivity Center is throwing a New Year’s 
Eve party on Dec. 27 from noon to 3 
p.m. Lunch and entertainment will be 
provided. $12.
 There will be a Kwanzaa program 
and storytelling event at the Home-
wood Residence on Dec. 29 at 2 p.m.
 Happy holidays to all of our read-
ers, and best wishes for a wonderful 
new year!

Judith Eugene, a native of Cleveland 
Heights, provides classes and activities for 
senior adults and those with physical and 
mental challenges. She can be reached at 
216-408-5578 or Judith@LovingHands-
Group.com.

Journey to Bethlehem at Disciples 
Christian Church

Spice sellers at Journey to bethlehem.

Ronald Werman

To help get into the Christmas spirit, 
immerse yourself in the marketplace of 
Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth. 
Enjoy the holiday season with a Jour-
ney to Bethlehem on Sunday, Dec. 9, 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at Disciples Christian 
Church.
 Journey to Bethlehem is a free 
walk-through drama that recreates 
the sights and sounds of Bethlehem’s 
marketplace—without cell phones, 
text messages, Facebook or Twitter. 
GPS may get you to Disciples Christian 
Church, but you will not need it to get 
to Bethlehem.  
 Participants will have an audience 
with King Herod and be counted in 
the census. They will be approached by 
beggars and prodded along by Roman 
guards. Basketmakers, woodworkers, 
bakers and weavers will display their 
wares. Animals will walk beside you 
as the procession moves toward the 
stable and the discovery of the newborn 
baby.  
 While waiting to enter Bethlehem, 

participants will be entertained by No 
Strings Attached puppets and members 
of the music ministry.
 Disciples Christian Church is 
located at 3663 Mayfield Road (at Yel-
lowstone Road, across from Severance 
Town Center) in Cleveland Heights. For 
more information, call 216-382-5344 or 
visit, www.discipleschristian.org.

Ronald Werman is an elder of Disciples 
Christian Church.

thewinespotonline.com
2271 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights

p 216.342.3623
• wine & beer for holiday parties— call us

• gift baskets for the holidays
• unique gifts for wine & beer lovers
• we now have growlers— fill one up!

your spot for retail wine & beer
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First baptist youth Christmas tree 
lot brings community together
Heights Observer Contributor

At the First Baptist Church of Great-
er Cleveland, the annual Christmas 
tree sale provides an opportunity 
to reach out to the neighborhood. 
“We’re not just selling trees—we’re 
building relationships,” said Jae Wil-
liams, director of youth ministries.
 The tradition of selling Christmas 
trees began in 2006, when the late Bill 
Cumming, a well-known physician and 
First Baptist member, planted a grove 
of trees at Camp Koinonia, a children’s 
summer camp in Geneva County. The 
idea was to bring a crop of trees each 
year to sell at the church.
 From Bill Cumming and John Wild-
er, another church member who had his 
own Christmas tree farm, Williams said 
he learned three important things:
•  Every customer is a potential relation-

ship.
•  Keep the lot clean and attractive; make 

it a place for people to hang out and 
soak in the Christmas Spirit.

•  There is no such thing as a bad tree; 
each can be shortened or trimmed into 
a nice Christmas tree for someone.

 Williams sees the Christmas tree 
sale as an opportunity to both build 
relationships in the neighborhood 
and raise money for First Baptist’s 
youth ministry program. One year, 
said Williams, all the trees were sold 
two weeks before Christmas. This 
year, he has ordered 700 trees and 

hopes to keep the lot open through 
Dec. 23.
 The money raised supports First 
Baptist’s youth scholarship fund. More 
importantly, said Williams, it involves 
young people in the life of the com-
munity. Open Doors Cleveland Heights 
is providing 25 young people to help 
unload and sell trees, and an additional 
25 are from FBC Next Generation Open 
Gym Basketball. 
 The tree lot provides Christmas 
jobs for some of the youths. Those who 
have volunteered at least nine hours at 
the lot can apply for a handful of jobs 
that pay $9 an hour.
 Williams recalled one elderly couple 
that came to buy a tree: “Some of the 
young people delivered the tree to their 
home, set it up and decorated it. The 
couple then brought friends to the lot 
who needed, and received, the same 
kind of help.”
 Another time, a young couple 
came to the lot who had just been 
married at the courthouse. “They 
had five dollars,” said Williams, “and 
wondered if we had a ‘Charlie Brown 
Christmas tree’ they could buy. We 
gave them the best tree we had as a 
wedding gift.” 
 The lot, at 3630 Fairmount Blvd. in 
Shaker Heights, is open Sundays, Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
1–9 p.m., and Fridays and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tree prices range 
from $20–55.

Cleveland Heights Observer, November 2012
Ten Thousand Villages Cleveland Heights
4.83" x 15.25"
4C

© Ten Thousand Villages 
      Permission to use this resource as it appears. Any alterations or use  

of graphic elements apart from this design must be approved by  
the Ten Thousand Villages Marketing Department, (717) 859-8170. 

Bring in this ad to receive

25% OFF one item.
Offer valid at participating stores until 12/31/12.  

Not valid with other discounts, purchase of  
gift cards, Oriental rugs or Traveler’s Finds.

12425 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
Mon–Sat 10–7, Sun 12–5

216-575-1058
www.tenthousandvillages.com

Hand of Fatima  
Pendant, $89
HaNDCRaFTeD  
iN PeRu

Luis Quispe helps 
young artisans 

improve their lives 
through craft.

every product is 
a miracle

a wish for protection, a hope  
for strength. a blessing to wear  

and cherish always. Crafted with 
care in shining sterling silver.

1000237

Holiday CircleFest 
Carol Sing 

   

DECEMBER 2 · 4PM  
 

JOIN THE COVENANT CHOIR, 
WINDSONG CHORUS & 

THE CWRU ORCHESTRA & 
CONCERT CHOIR 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE RECEPTION 
& LIGHTING OF  ROSE WINDOW 

 

CACHE RESALE SHOP & 
CARILLON TOWER TOURS 

Christmas at  
the Church of the Covenant 

 

Your Home for the Holidays 
In the Heart of University Circle 

Giving Tree Carol Sing 
DECEMBER 9 · 11AM 
CAROL SING & PASTRIES 

 

Christmas Pageant 
 

DECEMBER 16 · 10AM 
THE LITTLE DRUMMER  
BOYS (AND GIRLS)  

 FESTIVE RECEPTION 
 

Family Christmas 
DECEMBER 23· 10AM 

SHARING OF CRÈCHES 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN 

 

David Keltner 

Christmas Eve 
 

DECEMBER 24  
 

7:30PM 
MCGAFFIN CARILLON   

    

 8:00PM 
 ORGAN, HARP, CHOIR &  
CONGREGATIONAL CAROLS    

  

   8:30PM 
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
OF LESSONS & CAROLS   

CovenantWeb.org · 216.421.0482   
Worship 10AM · Sunday School & Child Care 

11205 Euclid Avenue  
Free Parking at the Church & Ford Road Garage 
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Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Reiki for People and Pets

Workplace Wellness Programs

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village

10% Off For New Yoga Students!

S

Loving Hands 
   Yoga & Reiki

GiFt CertiFiCateS available

13410 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com
Mon-Fri 10-7; Sat 9-7; Sun 10-5 through Christmas

After Christmas by appointment only

Order Your Custom Green
Arrangements & Wreaths Now!

Buy your Christmas Tree 
at Bremec on the Heights 

and Save 30% on ornaments 
and 20% on Greens, Roping 

& Wreaths

Firewood
Available

CLEVELAND HTS   
(216) 320-9761     
1812 COVENTRY RD, 
across from the  
parking garage 

SleepSourceUSA.com
 

Nature’s Spa Mattresses
100% Natural Latex

20 year 
non-prorated warranty—
the longest in the industry.

Provides comfort, 
spinal support and
circulation.

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

Leader of Middle East nonviolent 
resistance movement visits Cleveland
Mary Ann Kerr

Iyad Burnat, head of the nonviolent 
Popular Committee of the West Bank 
Palestinian village of Bil’in, will speak at 
River’s Edge on Sunday, Dec. 2 at 3 p.m. 
(3430 Rocky River Drive, Cleveland) and 
at Cleveland State University (CSU) on 
Monday, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. (Student Center 
at 21st and Euclid, Room 313). The pre-
sentations, accompanied by photos and 
videos, are free and open to the public.  
 As members of Interfaith Peace 
Builders (IFPB) delegations, Cleveland 
Heights residents Jacquie Talbott, Douglas 
and Mary Ann Kerr and other Northeast 
Ohioans have traveled to Bil’in to meet 
with Bernat and other peacemakers on both 
sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
 Burnat is the leader of Bil’in’s popu-
lar resistance movement, which since 
2005 has held weekly demonstrations 

against the building of the Israeli sepa-
ration wall that has taken 60 percent 
of the village farming lands for Israeli 
settlements. The demonstrators are 
joined by Israeli and international peace 
activists, and have maintained a com-
mitment to nonviolence.  
 Burnat’s trip to Cleveland is co-
sponsored by IFPB, Cleveland Peace 
Action, CSU’s departments of history, 
modern languages and political science, 
and the Middle Eastern studies program, 
as well as the Cleveland Justice Team of 
the congregation of St. Joseph. For more 
information about IFPB peace delega-
tions to the Middle East, go to www.
interfaithpeacebuilders.org.

Mary Ann Kerr, longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights and retired social worker, is 
a peace activist particularly interested in 
Middle East issues.

$2995

Deluxe Oil, 
Lube & Filter

Most Cars Reg. $39.95 
EPA charge. Synthetic oil addl.

Valid with Valpak offer only.
Expires 1/31/13

Our Experienced Mechanics 

Help You Get More Years
Out of Your Vehicle

FREE
Loaner
Cars

Prior Notice
Required Discount is off regular price.

Not Valid with any other offer. 
Expires 1/31/13

$20 OFF
Any Services

over $60
Great Deals!

1815 S. Taylor Rd.
Cleveland Hts

www.swedishsolution.com

216-371-5100

Winter Prep Special

Coolant System 
Flush &

Pressure Test
Not Valid with any other offer.

Expires 1/31/13

Serving since 1989
in Cleveland Hts

$7995

Global Automotive

zines and on the radio. It’s reality—we’ve 
been in a full-blown recession for more than 
a year. 
 Sadly, most of the retail doom and 
gloom has been focused on the big box 
retailers. Their numbers are down, but 
they pale in comparison to the hurt the 
down economy has caused small indepen-
dent stores. I’ve talked to many business 
owners across the board and nearly all are 
experiencing a very serious downturn thus 
far this holiday season. In some cases, we’re 
talking more than a 40-percent decrease in 
sales from last year (which, by the way, was 
for most a down year from the previous 
year, 2006). For these independent stores, 
the holiday season represents 25 percent of 
their annual sales. 
 The holiday season is a “make it or 
break it” scenario.  Compound this with 
increasing cost of goods, skyrocketing util-
ity rates, rent hikes, taxes, and you don’t 
have to be a rocket scientist to figure out 
the negative consequences. 
 So why am I writing this letter? It is 
more than a gentle, subliminal reminder. 
It’s a plea! SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
INDEPENDENT RETAILER THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON. I fear that many 
of them will not survive the winter. 
 We talk about where we live and why 
we choose to live in certain neighborhoods. 
We talk about what we value, but sometimes 
we don’t put a price on what it means to us. 
What about customer service? What about 

product knowledge? I could go on.
 Remember that many of your local 
independent merchants donate to or sponsor 
events for organizations that are important 
to you. Studies show that a larger percentage 
of dollars stays in a community when you 
buy local versus when you purchase an item 
online or in a big box store. Sadly, if a local 
store closes, it not only becomes an empty 
storefront (in this economy, people are not 
lining up to rent spaces), but the trickle-down 
from this loss affects many people—the local 
accountant, lawyer, insurance broker and 
printer, to name a few. You likely know many 
people who would be affected by the closing 
of a mom and pop store. 
 During this holiday season, try to spread 
the “Good Gospel,” support your local book-
store, record shop, boutique, hardware store, 
coffee shop, and toy store. Shop at the galleries, 
and support local artists. Support the small 
music clubs that hire local musicians. Eat at 
independent restaurants. Buy multiple gift 
certificates in small amounts to give away 
this holiday season.
 Put the word out on the street. Pass this 
message on. Tell your neighbors, friends and 
coworkers. Teach your kids about the impor-
tance of supporting local businesses. It’s all 
about education and awareness.

Steve Presser
Owner of Big Fun Toy Store in Cov-
entry Village and Cleveland Heights 
resident.

independent businesses continued from page 3

Advertise in the Observer: 
Help your business AND 

do a good deed.
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Custom floral 
design for 
over 60 
years!

lowervill F (216) 932-7550 e

Hours M-F  9am-5:30pm • SAT 9am-1pm  
2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 
e-mail: flowerville216@aol.com  • www.flowerville.net 

24 hr. secure online ordering 
www.flowerville.net 

Michael Day 

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198
Burton,Ohio
44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

Tom Mack receives NFL award

Cleveland Heights football coach Jeff rotsky and co-captains Marcus McShephard, Noah Scalish, and 
dorien baker (L-r) presented Tom Mack (center) with a Cleveland Heights High School football jersry, 
number 35. Mack wore 35 when he played for Heights. 

Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat/ 4-9 p.m.

 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Expires  Dec. 30, 2012. Not valid with other 
offers/discounts. 1 per table. 

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Buy 1 entree or 
appetizer, get 1 
free with this ad.
Good at Cedar-Fairmount and 
Beachwood Place food court. 

Now hiring servers. 
Send resume to management@madgreekcleveland.com

Joy Henderson

Pro football legend and Heights High 
Class of ’62 alumnus Tom Mack of the 
Los Angeles Rams was recognized at 
Heights High by the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame and Allstate Insurance on Oct. 
22 as part of NFL’s Hometown Hall of 
Famers™ program. Mack received a 
plaque that will hang in the school and 
the current football team captains pre-
sented him with a number 35 Heights 
High jersey, which is the number he 
wore as a Tiger.
 The football team and school staff 
joined Mack’s family and friends at the 
ceremony organized by Kristin Hughes, 
athletic director. Mack spoke about his 
career as a student, football player and 
engineer.
 “Luck is the residue of design,” said 
Mack. “You’ve got to set your goals and 
not be afraid to go after them. Work hard 
in whatever it is you are going to do.”
 Son of Cleveland Indians second 
baseman, Ray Mack, Tom had a modest 
football career at Heights High. He went 
on to receive All-American honors at the 

University of Michigan. He was the Los 
Angeles Rams’ first-round draft pick, and 
the second player selected overall, in the 
1966 NFL Draft.
 He was an offensive guard who 
never missed a game during his 184-
game tenure, and was inducted into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1999. After 
leaving the NFL, he had a successful 
career as a mechanical engineer.
 Joining Mack in the ceremony were 
his wife and family. He took them to see 
the home on Belvoir Boulevard where 
he grew up.
 “Coming back is fun. You get a little 
bit melancholy because things aren’t the 
same as they were, and I think we want 
to freeze time and remember everything 
like it was,” said Mack. “But at the same 
time, the school system is constantly send-
ing you stuff and pushing you as alumni. 
It continues to be a progressive school 
system. They’ve done a real good job of 
keeping the kids engaged in both aca-
demic and in extracurricular activities.”

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.

Montford Community Garden Association 
prepares for first season

Jeff Coryell

As winter weather sets in, members of 
the Montford Community Garden Asso-
ciation are busy preparing to open their 
new garden on a vacant lot at the corner 
of Montford and Windsor roads.
 “Now is the time to get everything 
in place,” said Pat Byrne, association 
president and resident of nearby Engle-
wood Road. “When the weather warms 
up we need to be ready to hit the ground 
running.”
 The Montford group formed last 
spring, following the demolition of a 
rundown house on the property by the 
Cuyahoga County Land Reutilization 
Corporation, commonly known as the 
Cuyahoga Land Bank.
 About 30 residents showed up for 
the first meeting and were enthusiastic 
about creating an attractive new com-
munity garden close to home. The group 
selected officers and assigned members 
to work on club rules, sources for sup-
plies, fundraising strategies, and com-
munication with the city. The group 
created a website, www.montfordcom-
munitygarden.org, and arranged for the 
Ohio State University (OSU) Extension 
to collect soil samples for testing. 
 “There are no negatives in a project 
like this,” said group member Cindy 
Bartels, who lives on Englewood Road. 
“Participating in a community garden 
gets you out in the sun and air, gives 
you healthier meals, gets you involved 
in the community, and even makes you 
happy when it rains.” She noted that the 
garden is another step toward building 
a stronger community, commenting, 
“Shared spaces bring people together 
and a shared local space will bring a 
neighborhood together.”
 Mary Weems, a homeowner on 
Northhampton Road, agrees. “What 
I hope will be accomplished is coming 
together as a community,” she said. “I’ve 
been enjoying getting to know people 
who live around here.” Weems is enthu-
siastic about making fresh food more 
available to the neighborhood. “A lot of 
what you buy in the stores comes from a 
long way away,” she said. “It’s much better 
to produce local food, and a community 
garden is a wonderful way to bring more 
fresh produce into the area.”
 In addition to providing gardening 
space to participating members, the 
group expects to benefit neighbors in 
other ways. “We hope to section off 
part of the space as a community garden 

that anyone can use,” said Bartels. “So 
you can do a little gardening and pick a 
tomato without committing your sum-
mer to it. Even nongardeners can stop 
by and smell the flowers.” The group 
plans to donate excess produce to local 
foodbanks.
 Community gardens are now per-
mitted in residential zones in Cleveland 
Heights pursuant to amendments to 
the city zoning ordinance approved 
last May. After discussions with the 
city, title to the lot at Montford and 
Windsor roads was transferred from 
the Cuyahoga Land Bank to the city so 
that the Montford group could apply 
to the city for permission to operate a 
community garden there. The Montford 
group is the first to work with the city 
on a new community garden pursuant 
to the amended ordinance.
 Fundraising is essential to establish-
ing a new community garden. Start-up 
expenses include fencing, raised beds, 
soil, tools and other supplies. Garden 
participants will be expected to pay a 
fee to cover some of these costs, as well 
as water, which the city will provide 
through a metered tap to be installed 
at the site. The group is applying for 
start-up grants from the Fiskars Orange 
Thumb Project and the OSU Extension 
Suburban Community Garden Program. 
It also hopes to obtain donations from 
merchants and contributions from 
civic-minded residents who support the 
community garden movement. 
 To facilitate fundraising for the 
Montford garden, the nonprofit orga-
nization FutureHeights recently agreed 
to act as fiscal agent for the association, 
an arrangement that will allow con-
tributors to take a tax deduction. “Fu-
tureHeights has been pleased to serve 
as fiscal agent on several occasions to 
support nonprofit groups whose activi-
ties further our mission of community 
development and citizen engagement,” 
said Deanna Bremer Fisher, executive 
director. “As an organization we seek to 
promote productive uses of vacant lots, 
and we support community gardens as 
a tremendous community resource that 
helps strengthen our neighborhoods.”
 For more information about the 
Montford Community Garden, contact 
Pat Byrne, president, at pbyrne@kent.
edu or 330-612-3823.

Jeff Coryell, a former lawyer, is an artist, 
community volunteer, and member of the 
FutureHeights Board of Directors.
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COMMUNiTy NewS

Hannheatingcooling.com  

216-932-9755 Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462 

Heating Tune-Up/Safety
 Inspection Special
    

ATTENTION NEIGHBORS!

Mention this discount when scheduling.  Tune-up 
allows for 45 minutes of labor per system, parts 
additional.  Discount valid during normal workday 
hours only (M-F; 8-3:30).  Payment must be given to 
technician at time of service or discount pricing is 
forfeited.  Must be scheduled prior to 12/15/12.

HEATING    /    COOLING    /    PLUMBING    /   SPECIALIZING IN STEAM & HOT WATER SYSTEMS

only $104

Owned and operated by 
4th generation Hann brothers.

Eat for Art!
 
13th annual Tommy’s New Year’s Day Pancake 
Breakfast Tuesday, January 1, 2013, 10 am–2 pm
$10 adults/$5 children 12 & under all you can eat
all proceeds benefit Heights Arts! Tip lavishly!

Tommy’s 1824 Coventry in Cleveland Heights

Dine in or order to go 216.321.7757

Ron the Flower Clown will entertain you!

Mac’s Backs next door will be open while you wait  
for a table and a portion of Mac’s sales will benefit 
Heights Arts!

www.heightsarts.org

four PK–3 and three 4–8 buildings. The 
state currently licenses teachers either for 
kindergarten through third grade, when 
students are learning to read, or for fourth 
through eighth grade, where students use 
their mastery of reading to learn.
 Talbert elaborated on the district’s 
position at the Nov. 14 meeting. “Our 
current configuration, with seven 
smaller elementary buildings, makes it 
difficult and cost prohibitive to offer 
the same high quality program in every 
building,” he said, “specifically specialty 
programs, such as gifted and special 
education.”
 Heuer explained that Ohio is one 
of 22 states that recently adopted a 
common core curriculum, which will 
significantly change the way educa-
tion is delivered and the way students, 
teachers and schools are evaluated. 
“The general consensus,” he said, “is 
that the model that will enable students 
to master the core curriculum is to put 
teachers in teams to work with cohorts 
of students and with larger blocks of 
time.” He added that other districts 
look to the CH-UH district as a model 
for struggling urban schools.
  “The research on teaming,” said 
Talbert, “tells us that effective teams are 
usually made up of five to seven teachers 
who work with 125 to 150 students. It 
also says that these teams should stay 
together over a long period of time, 
which will allow them to build the re-
lationships necessary to work together 
effectively. Keeping a well-functioning 
team together in our current configura-
tion is very difficult because our staffing 
decisions are heavily reliant on cohort 
size. For instance, if one of our buildings 
this year had three sections in the third 
grade, four sections in the fourth grade 
and three sections in the fifth grade, 
there would be a need to plan for an 
additional section in the fifth grade for 
the next year.” 
 In response to committee members’ 
questions, Talbert added that adoption 
of the common core “is an unknown 
frontier for everyone across the country. 
We are flying the plane as we are build-

ing it.” He also said that multigrade-
level teaming of teachers is effective.
 At the conclusion of the Nov. 15 
meeting, Patrick Mullen, announced 
that he would like to have the commit-
tee make a decision regarding preferred 
grade configuration at its Dec. 5 meet-
ing. Eric Silverman, committee member, 
disagreed. “I don’t think we have enough 
information to make a decision on this 
issue at our next meeting,” he said.
 While the issue was not resolved by 
the end of the meeting, the LFC did vote 
to create an executive committee, con-
sisting of the LFC chair, one representa-
tive from each subcommittee, a school 
board member, and a member of the 
general public. The committee’s purpose 
would be to facilitate communication. It 
would have no decision-making power 
apart from the LFC as a whole.
 After the meeting, committee 
members continued the discussion on 
the group’s blog site, www.chuhfacilities.
org, which is open to the public. Krissy 
Gallagher, committee member, said 
online, “I do not think that we can vote 
on grade configuration recommenda-
tions at the next meeting. In fact, I 
don’t think we should vote on any of 
the considerations in isolation from the 
others. We cannot realistically select a 
grade configuration without looking at 
it in the context of the buildings we al-
ready have and their current condition, 
the space needed moving forward, costs, 
impact on neighborhoods, etc.”
 In an e-mail, Mullen said, “I am 
not wedded to the need to decide grade 
configuration on Dec. 5. More impor-
tant, I believe, is for the full committee 
to decide what our decision-making 
structure will be.” He said he is look-
ing forward to meeting with the newly 
formed executive committee to discuss 
the agenda for Dec. 5.
 The LFC’s subcommittees—Build-
ings, Money and Community—meet in 
between meetings of the entire com-
mittee. The next LFC meeting is at 7 
p.m. on Dec. 5 at Fairfax Elementary 
School. The committee meets again on 
Jan. 9, 2013. All meetings are open to the 

public.
 For more information about the 
LFC and to listen to recordings of its 
meetings, visit www.chuhfacilities.org. To 
participate in a subcommittee, contact 
one of the leaders via e-mail.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Facilities continued from page 1

Lay Facilities Committee Chair:
Patrick Mullen, 
Patrick@reachingheights.org

Buildings Subcommittee Leaders:
Deanna Bremer Fisher, 
dbfisher@futureheights.org
Alvin Saafir, asaafir@aol.com
Eric Silverman, 
eric@heightsalumni.org
Jodi Sourini, 
jsourini@ra.rockwell.com

Community Subcommittee Leaders:
Krissy Gallagher, 
kcdietri11@msn.com
Cheryl Oates, cyoates@aol.com

Money Subcommittee Leaders:
Donna Guilmette, 
djgrsv@roadrunner.com
Dave Tabor, dave.tabor@dom.com

LFC members
Carla Bailey, seabail@aol.com
Sam Bell, lustywrench@gmail.com
Pam Cameron, 
pcameron@universityheights.com
Heather Conwell, 
oxfordpta2011@gmail.com
James Cull, jameslcull@msn.com
Phil Ertel, 
pertel@universityheights.com
Susan Fleischer, 
sfleischer@roadrunner.com
Jane Goodman, 
jg@janegoodman.com
John Hubbard, 
john@oneletterword.com
Nancy Levin, 
nlevin@heightslibrary.org
Cheryl Oates, cyoates@aol.com
Jim Posch, jposch@inlighture.com
Brian Schaner, bschaner@chtu.org
Dallas Schubert, 
schubertd@mac.com
Steve Shergalis (CH-UH resource),
s_shergalis@chuh.org
Katura Simmons, 
missksimmons@yahoo.com
Natoya Walker, 
njennell@yahoo.com
Dennis Wilcox, 
drwilc@clmacolaw.com
Richard Wong, rwong@clvhts.com

Dec. 7 is deadline 
for Reaching Heights 
project grants
Audrey Wynne

A s  t e a c h e r s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights schools 
strive to implement new standards, 
update teaching methods and deliver 
high quality instruction, Reaching 
Heights supports their efforts through 
a competitive grant program. The 
2012–13 Innovation in Education 
grants are designed to fund K–12 
projects that help redefine what in-
novation and excellence look like in 
CH-UH schools.
 Reaching Heights will award up to 
$3,000 in grant funds. The grants may 
be used to cover equipment, materials 
and costs associated with activities 
outside the school building, inter-
school collaboration and conference 
presentations. Proposals may request 
the full $3,000, or may request smaller 
increments, thus allowing more than 
one proposal to be funded in this grant 
cycle.
 Proposals are due by midnight 
on Dec. 7 and will be reviewed by the 
Reaching Heights Grants Committee. 
Funding decisions will be announced at 
the Reaching Heights Annual Meeting 
on Dec. 12.
 “This is the next chapter in the 
long story of Reaching Heights sup-
porting the work of teachers in our 
district,” said Patrick Mullen, ex-
ecutive director. “Since 1990, we’ve 
funded nearly 300 projects through 
School Team grants totaling more than 
$280,000.”
 The Innovation in Education Grant 
Program provides funding for projects 
that:
•  Implement an innovative means of 

teaching and learning
•  Have a direct impact on increasing 

student achievement
•  Collect and monitor data to show 

increased student achievement
•  Engage CH-UH community resources 

as collaborative partners
•  Make a positive impact on the CH-UH 

community
 “Most of our earlier grant programs, 
while varied, had some focus on in-
novation,” said Bob Swaggard, a CH-
UH program specialist and Reaching 
Heights board member who heads its 
grants committee. “The new Innova-
tion Grant Program takes us back to 
our roots of encouraging ingenuity and 
creativity.”
 The online grant application can 
be found at www.reachingheights.org/
programs/grants/.

Audrey Wynne is a member of the Reaching 
Heights Board of Directors.

RE CHING
HE GHTS
Our Passion: Excellent Public Education
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Judson Manor
Elegant living in the
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of University Circle

Smart Living at Home
Senior living and health care
services in your own home

Premier Senior Living that’s
Ahead of the Curve

Smart LivingTM 
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Susie Kaeser

It is report card season for Ohio’s 
public schools—not its children, but 
its schools. If Ohio Department of 
Education personnel can clear up faulty 
attendance reports from some school 
districts, public school parents will 
soon receive the official state report 
card for their school.
 Last month, I reported on the pre-
liminary report card for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights schools. 
As I wrote the sidebar explaining the 
four measurements that are combined 
to create a school district’s rating—a 
shorthand way to judge their effective-
ness—I was struck by how convoluted 
the system really is. It looks thoughtful; 
but it is mathematical magic.
 Sadly, the system is designed to boil 
down the complexity of education into 
a one- or two- word rating. What good 
is that anyway? Furthermore, to do so, 
districts earn points toward their rat-
ing from four different measurement 
systems: State Indicators, Performance 
Index, Value Added and Annual Yearly 
Progress.
 The odd thing is that all four 
measurements largely use the same 
evidence: student performance on 

should we just say no?
the tests administered that year. Each 
statistic manipulates results in different 
ways to try to capture various aspects 
of student performance and what the 
school had to do with it.
  This system looks scientific, com-
plex, official. Yet testing experts say the 
tests are not appropriate for making 
high-stakes decisions. Recycling the 
same flawed test data in several differ-
ent ways doesn’t make the system more 
valid. In addition, we make huge deci-
sions and formulate faulty perceptions 
based on the data.
 Accountability in Ohio is based 
on the false assumption that standard-
ized tests give accurate information 
about the quality of schools and the 
competence of the teachers in their 
classrooms. I agree that focusing on 
results is valuable. But learning is hard 
to measure. 
 Furthermore, standardized tests 
can’t tell us what part of students’ per-
formance (even if it accurately measured 
what they know) is a result of their 
school experience. This has relevance 
because the ranking systems are there 
to judge school and educator quality.
 As my friend Jan Resseger, a public 
school advocate who works through-
out the nation for the United Church 
of Christ, reminds me, “Decades of 
research demonstrates that the one 
variable most closely associated with a 
child’s test score is the family’s income. 
Standardized test scores are, more than 

the coMMoN 
gooD

anything, a wealth indicator. This does 
not mean that poor children are unable 
to learn or that poverty is some kind 
of learning disability. It simply means 
that outside-of-school things, like hun-
ger and economic stress and untreated 
dental pain, affect children’s learning at 
school just as private lessons and home 
computers and travel affect children’s 
learning at school.”
 I want our elected officials to use 
their power to make educational suc-
cess attainable for all of our children. 
I want them to focus less on measur-
ing and blaming schools, and more on 
guaranteeing that every student attends 
a school that has the conditions for suc-
cess. This means adequate resources for 
manageable class size; a broad and rich 
curriculum; up-to-date facilities and 
educational resources; outreach and 

inclusion of families; student supports; 
and time for teachers to engage in pro-
fessional development, collaboration 
and planning. But it can’t stop there. 
They have to address the economic 
disparity that is resulting in an ever-
growing number of children in poverty.
 Parents in some communities are 
resorting to civil disobedience—keeping 
their kids home on testing days—to stop 
the damage to their children, schools, 
communities and confidence in public 
education itself caused by a flawed ac-
countability system.
 Is it time to join them and just say 
no to the test?

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board of 
Parents for Public Schools.
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fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
and inspiration!

The fabric and sewing boutique 
in Historic Lit tle Italy, Cleveland

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 12-5 pm

Thursday 12-7 pm and Saturday 12-4 pm

Yelp’s Yuletide Shop Hop on Lee

Thursday, December 6th – 6 -10 p.m.
‘Tis the season to buy local, and ready or not,
time to finish the list and head out to shop!

• Check-in specials exclusively for Yelpers!
• Fun give-a-ways & limited offers
• Enjoy complimentary Cookie & Cocoa
 Happy Hour at Phoenix Coffee
• Join us for holiday cheer at The Bottlehouse  

 Brewery, 2050 Lee Road – 8-10 p.m.

Find gifts for everyone on your list at these 
participating Lee Road destinations:

Abrash Gallerie  Anatolia Café Bottlehouse Brewery
Cain Park Bicycle Cedar Lee Theatre Dewey’s Pizza

HeightsArts Holiday Store Julia’s Creations
New Heights Grill Parnell’s Pub Phoenix Coffee

Revive Shawn Paul Salon Simply Charming
SweetieFry Tavern Company The Wine Spot
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FACEBOOK/SWEETIEFRY 
YELP/SWEETIEFRY

2307 LEE ROAD • CLEVELAND HEIGHTS  
OHIO 44118 • 216-932-2300

Allergies?

of these?

Homeopathy can help.

heightsfamilyhealth.com
free consult 216.370.3605

too many

OCTOBER 16, 2012
All board members were present.

Oxford pilot facility
Before the meeting, Joe Nicklos, principal of 
Oxford Elementary School, and his first-grade 
staff held an open house and gave a tour of 
the pilot facility at Oxford.

Transportation policies
Stephen Shergalis, director of business services, 
discussed the current transportation system. 
Statistics included:
•  Cost per year for all transportation needs, 

including transporting students attending 
nonpublic and charter schools and to sports 
events, is about $3.3 million, which is 4.8 
percent of the budget. Cost averages include 
driver salaries and benefits.

•  Cost of transporting district students is $2.3 
million, or about $74,000 per bus per year. 
There are 807 students who ride buses, which 
totals approximately $2,000 per student rider 
per year. Special needs transportation for 
students who use wheelchairs is contracted 
out. These figures are estimates.

•  Ohio mandates that school districts provide 
student transportation, but the budget for 
transportation must be fiscally responsible.

•  Current district policies provide student trans-
portation based on students’ grades and the 
distance lived from schools. For kindergarten 
through grade five, it’s one mile; and for 
grades six through eight, it’s two miles. No 
transportation is provided for grades nine 
through twelve. Route times are very specific.

Exceptions to present policies:

Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

•  Courtesy busing for siblings;
•  Medical condition for which busing is recom-

mended (a doctor’s letter is required and these 
are reviewed by the school nurse and can be 
overridden);

•  Parental disability;
•  Drive time of more than 30 minutes to the stu-

dent’s school, especially for students attending 
nonpublic schools.

Exceptions must be written as NEOLA policy, 
and legal language must be written on these 
exceptions. A recommendation to appoint an 
appeals committee to review exceptions to 
transportation policy was discussed since none 
currently exists. A time frame for appeals must 
be established.

Social media policies
The board addressed needed changes to the 
NEOLA rules regarding social media. The 
board must determine the correct language 
for student and staff safety on social media 
such as Facebook. Personal text messages to 
students from teachers and coaches, etc., are 
discouraged. Teachers should communicate with 
students only on district teacher accounts, and 
no personal accounts can be used for instruction. 
The district legal department will review these 
recommendations.

LWV observer: Lillian Houser.

NOVEMBER 5, 2012
All board members were present.

National Merit and Achievement Schol-
arships
Nine students, winners of the National Merit and 
Achievement Scholarships, were recognized.

Meadowbrook-Lee development
During the public participation period of the 

meeting, five community members gave their 
views on the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
proposal for the Meadowbrook-Lee property. 
Later in the meeting, representatives from Cleve-
land Heights City Council, the developer, and 
the school district explained the compensa-
tion agreement. The board approved the TIF 
proposal, which includes an 80-percent tax 
reduction for 11 years. The schools will receive 
seven out of every ten dollars of the increase in 
collected taxes.

D.C. field trip
The board approved the Wiley Middle School 
eighth grade field trip to Washington, D.C. 
scheduled for May 15–17, 2013.

Updates/policy review
Joseph Micheller, director of special programs 
and compliance, gave an update for the Race 
for the Top and presented the second review 
of the transportation policy revisions.

Coventry building
The board approved a service management 
agreement with Open Office to manage the 
Coventry School building, and an amended 
lease agreement with Lake Erie Ink, an 
academic-support nonprofit which is providing 
services to the school district and renting space 
at Coventry. Responding to board queries, Mi-
cheller said that about 50 percent of the former 
elementary school building is currently leased.

LWV observer: Adele Cohen.
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Beaumont Blue streaks sign letters of intent
Rita Kueber

Beaumont School volleyball players 
Lauren Youngblood and Katie Siefert 
each signed a national letter of intent 
in November. The Beaumont seniors, 
members of the 2012 Division II State 
Champions team, have both received 
scholarships. Youngblood plans to at-
tend Loyola University Maryland (Divi-
sion I) and Siefert will attend Ashland 
University (Division II). Both athletes 
will graduate from Beaumont School in 
May 2013.
 Beaumont School is a Catholic 
all-girls college prep high school in the 
Ursuline tradition that educates women 
for life, leadership and service.

Rita Kueber is the public relations and mar-
keting manager for Beaumont School. lauren Youngblood (left) and Katie siefert sign letters of intent. 

heights high senior is 
National Achievement 
scholarship semifinalist

Angee Shaker

Cleveland Heights High School senior 
Kyra Schoonover has been named a 
semifinalist in the first round of the 
49th annual National Achievement 
Scholarship Program.
 “We’re extremely proud of Kyra for 
performing so well on these national 
tests,” Superintendent Douglas Heuer 
said.  “This level of achievement is 
exactly what we have come to expect 
from Heights students, who every year 
demonstrate their excellence by plac-
ing high on the PSAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test.”  
 Schoonover’s favorite subject is 
social studies, and she’s taken every 
AP social studies course offered at the 
school. This year, she is taking AP eco-
nomics, literature, and statistics. “My 
favorite class here is AP psychology 
with Mr. Sack,” she said. “He is a really 
engaging teacher and the class applies 
to real life.”
 Schoonover plans to attend Mar-
quette University in Milwaukee and 
has made a verbal commitment to play 
lacrosse. Her long-range plan is to be-
come a defense attorney, following in 
the footsteps of her father. “My father 
truly inspired me. Everyone deserves a 
voice; even if they cannot afford it, they 
need someone to speak for them.”

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.

Julie Haffke

Ruffing Montessori School has been 
awarded a $5,000 grant by the Ohio 
EPA’s Environmental Education Fund. 
The grant will facilitate a marsh restora-
tion project in which Ruffing students in 
grades 4, 5 and 6 will work in collabora-
tion with the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes and the Doan Brook Watershed 
Partnership.
 The marsh to be restored is located 
in the Doan Brook Watershed. Planned 
restoration work includes the evaluation 
of the marsh habitat, identification of 
native species, removal of exotic spe-
cies, and cultivation of seeds from native 
marsh plants for cold stratification and 
planting.
 Mary Beth McCormack, Ruffing 
science teacher, and the students make 
the trek to the Nature Center each 
week, working for two to three hours 
at a time. Commenting on the award, 
McCormack remarked, “I am thrilled 
to have funding for this project because 
our students will be able to use new 
technologies to create a photo survey as 
well as digital maps of the habitat. Our 
students are not only learning about 
science, but also real-world applications 

Ruffing Montessori awarded grant 
for marsh restoration project 
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Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve

2:00 p.m.  Christmas Story for the Very Young with Communion

3:30 p.m. Organ Noëls and Carol Sing-a-long

4:00 p.m.  Christmas Pageant, Communion (interpreted for Deaf)

8:00 p.m.  Music: From Advent to Christmas

9:00 p.m.  A Choral Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas

10:30 p.m.  Solemn Festival Eucharist

Tuesday, December 25: Christmas Day 
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with organ and vocal solos

Sunday, December 30: The First Sunday after Christmas Day
7:45 a.m.       Holy Eucharist
10 a.m. Christmas Lessons and Carols with Communion

Tuesday, January 1: The Feast of the Holy Name
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Join us for Christmas Worship at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

The Rev. Alan M. Gates, Rector Karel Paukert, Organist/Choirmaster
2747 Fairmount Boulevard (at Coventry) (216) 932-5815
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 www.stpauls-church.org 

of science to conservation efforts.”
 Of 22 mini-grant applications 
considered, Ruffing’s was one of 12 se-
lected for funding, and was awarded at 
the highest level. The Environmental 
Education Fund was created in 1990 to 
enhance awareness of environmental 
issues and to recognize stewardship 
activities. Grant funding is derived from 
civil penalties collected from violations 

of Ohio’s air and water pollution control 
regulations.
 Ruffing Montessori School is an 
independent day school for children 
ages 18 months through eighth grade, 
and is located at 3380 Fairmount Blvd. 
in Cleveland Heights.

Julie Haffke is the director of institutional 
advancement for Ruffing Montessori School.

Kyra schoonover

This season consider 

shopping local.
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cavani Quartet performs and teaches at Ruffing Montessori school
Julie Haffke

Integration is an integral component 
of all education, helping students make 
connections among disciplines so as to 
reinforce learning and critical thinking 
skills. Research shows that students 
involved in arts integration—defined 
as the teaching and learning through 
a creative process that connects an art 
form to another subject area—perform 
better in school and develop greater 
social, emotional and cognitive skills.   
 For these reasons, Ruffing Montes-
sori School has undertaken an arts-inte-
gration focus for the current academic 
year. According to Gordon Maas, head 
of school, focusing on the arts was a 
natural fit for Ruffing.
 “Ruffing’s Montessori curriculum 
is inherently an integrative and inter-
disciplinary approach. Infusing the arts 
within the classrooms, thereby inspiring 
writing, research and learning opportu-
nities, is a natural extension of how chil-
dren learn best. This, in collaboration 
with the remarkable arts community in 
Cleveland, gives our students a tremen-
dous opportunity,” remarked Maas.
 In early October, acclaimed spoken-
word poets Sarah Kay and Phil Kaye 
of Project V.O.I.C.E. gave a rousing 
evening public performance, then spent 
the next day working with Ruffing el-
ementary and middle school students.    
 Ruffing continues its arts integra-
tion focus with a special collaboration 
with the Cavani Quartet and its award-
winning Collage (Music and Poetry 
with Mwatabu Okantah) and M.A.P. 
Programs (Music, Art & Poetry). The 
Cavani Quartet is a professional quartet 

holocaust education and humanity

based in Cleveland. Two of its members, 
Annie Fullard and Kirsten Doctor, make 
regular appearances in the halls of Ruff-
ing as parents. 
 The quartet members balance their 
professional tour schedule—including 
performances at Carnegie Hall and in 
major series and festivals throughout 
North America and Europe—with their 
passion for music education, appear-
ing and teaching in schools across the 
country.    
 In early November, members of the 
Cavani Quartet spent time with Ruffing 
students, performing music and intro-
ducing them to the world of composers, 
instruments, imagination, creativity and 
theory. With humor, they reached both 
young toddlers and savvy pre-adolescent 
middle school students, while gaining 

cavani Quartet performs at Ruffing Montessori school in November.

Joy Henderson

Thirty-seven years ago, Heights High 
teacher Mark Sack was a student en-
rolled in a class about the literature of 
the Holocaust. This year, he became the 
fourth teacher in the school’s history to 
teach a class on the Holocaust.
 “When I took the class here, it had a 
big impact on me,” he said. “I wanted to 
teach Lessons of the Holocaust because 
the Holocaust is an important part of 
human history, where we can also explore 
issues important today—bullying, hate 
crimes and political polarization.”
 He said he finds the class a natu-
ral environment for students to look 
beyond themselves and question their 
roles in creating a better world. 
 Including stories of Holocaust 
survivors has always been a part of 
the course. But this year there came a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, when 
the World Federation of Child Survi-
vors of the Holocaust and Descendants 
Conference came to Cleveland in late 
October. The students were the only 
non-Holocaust survivors or descendants 
invited to the conference, among more 
than 400 attendees.
 “It is one thing to read books about 
the Holocaust, it is quite another to hear 
the firsthand stories of survivors and 
their children and grandchildren,” said 
Sack.
 At the conference, students attended 
a panel discussion, lunch conversations, 
a Jewish Family Service Association ses-

respect for their performances. Over the 
next two months, Ruffing students will 
be listening to various musical pieces se-
lected by Cavani members and creating 
written work, poetry and artistic pieces. 
This creative endeavor will culminate 
with a schoolwide performance with 

sion, and a debriefing activity.
 The panel discussion ended on an 
upbeat note when Heights High student 
Rayshawn Jackson assured the audience 
that because survivors and their descen-
dants continue to share their stories, the 
lessons of the Holocaust will live on.
 Students also met with author  
Philip Bialowitz, a survivor of the So-
bibor death camp, where more than 
250,000 men, women and children were 
murdered by the Nazis. He proudly told 
the students about his role in overpow-
ering Nazi guards and freeing 200 slave 
laborers.
 He has spent the last 25 years honor-
ing revolt leader Aleksander Pechersky’s 
plea: “If anyone survives, bear witness 
to what happened here. Tell the world 
about this place.”
 “The students were very moved by 
the stories they heard and the people 
they met,” said Sack. “We will continue 
to reflect on the experiences.”
 Adrienne Yelsky, who taught Les-
sons of the Holocaust before her retire-
ment, also accompanied the students.  
 Conference panelists included 
retired Heights teachers Sol Factor and 
Leatrice Rabinsky, both former Holo-
caust course teachers at Heights.
 Student participation in the con-
ference was made possible with a grant 
from the Cleveland Heights High 
School Alumni Foundation.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison at Heights High.

the Cavani Quartet in February.     
 For more information about the 
Cavani Quartet and its Collage and 
M.A.P. Programs, visit www.cavani.org.

Julie Haffke is the director of institutional 
advancement for Ruffing Montessori School.

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

* Program participants must be a qualified residential Dominion East Ohio customer and complete an in-home energy  
assessment by 12/31/12.  Other restrictions may apply. For complete program details, call 1.877.287.3416 or  
visit www.deoenergysavers.com.

YOu’rE LOOking Out  
FOr YOur hOmE aLL YEar.  
We’re looking out for you.

An efficient home is a great place to live year-round, and a Home Energy Assessment 
from Dominion East Ohio is a smart approach to saving money and increasing the 
comfort of your home. 

For only $50, our Energy Advisors will perform a comprehensive analysis of your home 
to help you find ways to save money and be more comfortable.

Visit www.deoenergysavers.com or call 1.877.287.3416 today!

For every member*and supporter that completes a home Energy assessment by Dec. 31, 
$25 will be given to support Futureheights’ community building activities! 
enroll today using offer Code: futureHeigHtS

Attention  

futureHeigHtS

SupporterS! 

FutureHeights
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World-class care is just a hop, 
skip and a jump away.

Nationally ranked care in 10 of 10 pediatric specialties*  
is close to you at over 30 area locations including  

main campus and Fairview and Hillcrest Hospitals. 

Call today for an appointment today  
at 216.444.KIDS (5437).

clevelandclinicchildrens.org

*U.S.News & World Report, 2012-13.
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heights libraries will turn former YMcA gym into new innovation center
Sheryl Banks

Fulfilling a promise made to the com-
munity in 2005 to fully renovate the old 
YMCA building on Lee Road, Heights 
Libraries will turn the former YMCA 
gymnasium space into the Heights 
Knowledge and Innovation Center 
(HKIC), a flexible 4,000-square-foot 
space designed to support the techno-
logical and workspace needs of local 
businesses, nonprofits and individuals.
 The gymnasium space is the last 
part of the YMCA building, now known 
as the West Wing, to be renovated. 
The building currently houses Dobama 
Theatre, Family Connections Little 
Heights Literacy Playroom and Heights 
Libraries’ computer lab and computer 
classroom. 
 The gymnasium is directly above 
Dobama Theatre. Architects from Stu-
dio Techne designed the new space and 
Sterling Professional Group was chosen 
as the contractor. Construction started 
in November and is to be completed in 
April 2013 for a total cost of $485,300 
from Heights Libraries’ Building and 
Repair Fund.
 “The workspace and technological 
needs of our customers have increased 

hKic will be a flexible, 4,000-square-foot space designed to support the technological and workspace needs of local businesses, nonprofits and individuals.

enormously since our Lee Road branch 
was renovated in 2005,” said Nancy 
Levin, Heights Libraries director. “In 
2009, we asked community stakehold-
ers how they wanted us to use the gym 
space, and the response was overwhelm-
ingly in favor of expanded work and 
technology space.”
 Highlights of the new center in-
clude:

•  An improved computer lab with 26 
roomy work stations and computers 
featuring Microsoft Office software

•  Expanded wireless access in the HKIC 
lounge area

•  An additional small study room
•  iPad rental (iPads must remain at 

HKIC)
•  A special collection of business and 

technology-related books and maga-
zines

•  A production work area with office 
supplies, such as a copier, printer, scan-
ner, fax machine, binding machine and 
laminating machine

•  A video, sound and digital media lab
 “People can come to HKIC to work 
on a résumé, apply for a job, relax and do 
some creative writing, try out an iPad, 

meet with their colleagues, put together 
a presentation, just about anything,” 
said Levin. “Studio Techne designed the 
space to be very flexible, allowing it to 
change and grow as technologies change 
and our customers’ needs change.”
 In addition to the new HKIC 
space, the current computer lab will 
be renovated with a new false ceiling, 
lighting and carpeting, and will become 
the new home of Family Connections 
Little Heights Literacy Playroom, which 
is currently on the second floor of the 
West Wing. Dobama Theatre will not 
be affected by the renovation.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library. 

local author series at 
coventry Village library
Sheryl Banks

Join fellow book lovers this winter for 
Heights Libraries’ local author series, 
featuring Laura Taxel, newcomer Nivi 
Engineer, and Lauren Pacini. 
 The authors will read from their 
most recent works, take questions from 
the audience, and sign books. 
 All events take place on Tuesday 
evenings at 7 p.m. at the Coventry 
branch of Heights Libraries, located 
at 1925 Coventry Road in Cleveland 
Heights. The events are free and open to 
the public, but registration is required at 
www.heightslibrary.org or 216-321-3400.

Dec. 4: Laura Taxel, author of Cleve-
land’s West Side Market: 100 Years and Still 
Cooking

Taxel will read from her new book, co-
authored by Marilou Suszko, and will 
talk about the two-year process of dig-
ging into historical records, interview-
ing hundreds of people, and collecting 
the memories and stories that enliven 
every page.
 Cleveland’s West Side Market chroni-
cles the history of one of the oldest mu-
nicipally owned and operated retail food 
markets in America. The book takes 
readers on a tour of the building and 
into the lives of vendors and shoppers. 
Readers will discover a whole world of 
foods, traditions, and rituals that are 
part of the Market culture.
 Taxel has been writing about food 
and the people who prepare it for 25 
years. Her articles appear in local, re-
gional, and national publications. Taxel 
is a member of the International As-
sociation of Culinary Professionals and 

the Cleveland chapter of Les Dames 
d’Escoffier International.

Dec. 11: Nivi Engineer, author of The 
Indian Girl’s Definitive Guide to Staying 
Single

Engineer will read from her entertaining 
new book, a send-up of dating self-help 
guides with a unique cultural twist.
 Nivi Engineer holds a bachelor’s 
degree in English, focusing on creative 
writing, from Case Western Reserve 
University, and a master’s in computer 
science from Washington University in 
St. Louis. She lives in Cleveland Heights 
with her husband, three children and a 
puppy.

Jan. 22: Lauren Pacini, author of Shat-
tered Dreams Revisited

Pacini’s book is a collection of black-
and-white photographs examining the 
death and rebirth of Cleveland, ac-
companied by the author’s narrative, 
and prose and poetry by Cleveland-area 
students. It was published in coopera-
tion with the Western Reserve Histori-
cal Society.
 Pacini is a photographer and author 
whose primary focus is the urban land-
scape. Born in 1943, Pacini moved to 
Cleveland in 1950. As a photographer, 
Pacini strives to understand the story 
behind the subject matter to which he is 
drawn, and to convey that story through 
his art.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.
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What’s going on 
at your library? 
What could be better on a cold winter 
day than a cozy visit to the library? Visit 
www.heightslibrary.org to see programs 
for all ages. Or just stop in and borrow 
some books, DVDs and CDs, and hole 
up at home.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m.
Local Author Book Reading and Signing. 
Nivi Engineer reads from her entertain-
ing new book The Indian Girl’s Definitive 
Guide to Staying Single, a send-up of dat-
ing self-help guides with a cultural twist.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Friday, Dec. 7, 6:30 p.m.
The Hobbit Quest. Come see the library 
transformed into Middle Earth and 
retrace Bilbo’s exciting journey through 
life-sized scenes from the Shire to the 
Lonely Mountain. You can even fight 
Smaug the Dragon! The quest begins at 
6:30 p.m. Registration required at www.
heightslibrary.org.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Thursday, Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Noble Mystery Readers. Discuss mystery 
fiction with JoAnn Vicarel, local mys-
tery expert. Tonight’s selection: Mallets 
Aforethought by Sarah Graves.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Monday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m.
Take Flight! Wright Brothers Day. Learn 
about Orville and Wilbur Wright, then 
create your own flying contraptions.
For kids in grades K–5. Registration 
begins Dec. 3.

OCTOBER 15, 2012
All board members were present.

Dobama lease agreement
Dobama wishes to renegotiate its lease with the 
library, primarily because funds are not avail-
able to pay the increase scheduled for January. 
The lease ties annual rent to ticket sale receipts, 
and Dobama’s current fiscal year sales call 
for an increase of $7,000. Jennifer Stapleton, 
Dobama board vice president, said, however, 
that other sources of revenue have been a 
problem and funds do not exist to increase 
the rent beyond an additional $400 per year. 
Dobama has offered to pay the additional 
$400 retroactively for the three years that it has 
occupied space in the library. After discussion, 
a unanimous board passed a resolution not to 
renegotiate the lease at this time.
 Another unresolved issue between the 
library and Dobama is the amount of liabil-
ity insurance, $1 million, carried by Dobama 
since it began serving wine to patrons. When 
Dobama presented the question of beverage 
service to the library board, the board was 
amenable but the library’s insurance carrier 
recommended $2 million liability coverage. 
After much deliberation, the board unanimously 
passed a resolution to instruct the director “ . . 
. to review the operating agreement provisions 
in light of this breach of Library policy and seek 
legal counsel for appropriate action . . .”

Fundraising foundation established 
The Fund for the Future of Heights Library, a 

foundation, held its first meeting on Oct. 17 with 
the election of seven directors, including board 
member Jim Roosa, representing the library 
board. The foundation’s mission is to raise funds 
for large capital projects as well as to enable 
planned giving for the library. For example, if 
a donor chose to gift the library with stock, the 
library would have to sell it. The foundation, 
however, would be able to hold stock.

Contractor chosen for Heights Knowl-
edge and Innovation Center
At a special meeting on Oct. 1, Sterling Profes-
sional Group was chosen as contractor for the 
Heights Knowledge and Innovation Center. 
Construction is to be completed in 110 days 
for a total of $485,300 from the Building and 
Repair Fund. The former YMCA gym will be 
renovated to become a new computer lab for 
long-term reservations. Meetings, presentations 
and large classes will have a flexible space with 
wireless access and sound system installations.
 The former computer gallery space will be 
renovated with a new false ceiling, lighting and 
carpeting, while the art gallery space in the 
atrium will not be changed.

September Public Service report high-
lights:
•  Bill Rubin, librarian, gave the introductory 

session in a series of programs on geneal-
ogy research. Advanced programs will be 
scheduled.

•  Claudia Taller, author of Ohio’s Lake Erie Win-
eries, spoke about Ohio’s wine history. Kara 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public 
Library Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  7.

Hamley-O’Donnell, Cleveland Heights city 
planner, talked about a late 1800s Heights 
winery. Following the program there was an 
optional wine tasting at The Wine Spot.

•  Preschool outreach programs have been 
scheduled with 11 preschools and day care 
centers.

•  Henry Drak, librarian, began Planet Storytime, 
focusing on exploring nature through stories, 
songs and hands-on examples.

•  Claire McMillan, author of Gilded Age, began 
the fall season of the Cedar-Coventry Author 
Series following an interview with Dee Perry 
on WCPN the day before her appearance.

•  Amanda Rome, Noble Neighborhood librar-
ian, attended Mother Goose on the Loose 
training and will offer this specialized musical 
storytime during the winter.

•  A Cleveland Heights police officer presented 
Keeping Safe at Home and in the City to 40 
people at Noble Neighborhood Library.

•  At the University Heights Library, Freda Sal-
eem, LISW, of RapArt/Center for Families 
and Children, held twice-weekly Girls Circle 
gatherings in September.

•  A special project is bicycle outreach, which 
will obtain a vending trike for use in schools, 
nursing homes, grocery stores, etc.

LWV observer: Anne S. McFarland.

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard,  Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

www.saintalbanchurch.org

Worship
Wednesday Monastics

7am - Morning Chant with Eucharist

6pm - Agape Community Meal 

    (students welcome!)

7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

sunday Gatherings

8am - Morning Taize Prayer

9am - Conversations on Faith

10am - Community Eucharist

CoMe and spend advent With us
Wednesdays – 6 p.m. – Agape Meal
  7 p.m. – Candle Light Prayer & Advent Chant
Sundays – 10 a.m. – Advent Eucharist
      5 p.m. –  Advent Sung Compline by Candle Light*
* First Sunday, Dec. 2 – 5 p.m. – Special Advent offering of 
Lessons & Carols

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Cleveland, Hts.
 
spend ChristMas eve With us
Dec. 24 – 7 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. – Christmas Candle Light 
Holy Communion
All Students and Community Welcome!

st. alban’s episcopal 
Community

Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

Heights Libraries earns five-star rating
Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library has again re-
ceived the highest rating in Library 
Journal’s 2012 Index of Public Library 
Service. 
 Heights Libraries has earned five 
stars in four out of the five years that 
Library Journal has published the rat-

ings, starting in 2008. Libraries are 
categorized by yearly expenditure and 
rated on four criteria: circulation, vis-
its, program attendance and Internet 
terminal use.
 “This shows what we’ve known  
all along: more and more people in 
our community are using the library,”  
said Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries 
director. “We are always busy, and I 

don’t see that trend reversing anytime 
soon. Our community depends on us 
more than ever, for everything from free 
entertainment with books and DVDs, 
to Internet access and free computer 
classes.”

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community 
relations manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library.

Free ceramic 
floor with a new 

bathroom! 

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  

(216) 392-1335 1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com Financing Available 

Kitchens & Baths 
Windows, Siding & Roofing 
Interior Remodeling 
Masonry 
30% Savings 

A+ rating 

Winter checklist . . .  
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(440) 209-1104		
Ravshalum@gmail.com	

5545	Wilson	Mills	Road	#104	Highland	Heights,	OH	44143 

PC EXPERT 
Computer	Sales	&	Repair	

Virus	Removal•	Data	Recovery	
System	Restore	•	More	

Don’t throw it away! 
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Mending!!! Alterations!!! 
Bridal and custom consultations 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 
 

216-904-1786 
 

2260 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. #218 
(above Geraci’s, Children’s Optical and Heights Frame & Art) 

 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

Buying
Paying CashCozy at Home Pet Sitting 

Bonded and Insured 
 

Owned by a Registered  
Veterinary Technician 

 
Member, Pet Sitters International 
New Client Discounts Available! 

 

(216) 382-5468 
 

www.cozyathomepets.com 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 

 Fertilization • Cable Support  
Pruning • Stump Grinding 

 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 
 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

 

Morning and Evening Classes 
Open House  

Every M/T through Dec. 

Try a FREE class 
and get special  

registration pricing. 
(First time customers) 

 Call  
 

(440) 542-0246

 

Luxury Service 
Your Personal Chauffer 

Airport, Bus or Train Station 
Below Taxi Cab Prices 

Hopkins $45; Akron/Canton $70

We Take You Here, 
We Take You There,  
On Time Every Time. 

AA TRAVELERS
AIRPORT TRANSPORT

GENE WHITE 
 

216.357.9758 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Six choirs foretell the coming of Jesus 
through carols, Scripture and hymns.   
 

Featuring organist Robert Day, the 
Starkweather Brass, tympani and 
handbells. 
 

Chapel Worship 8:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, December 9, 10:30 a.m. 

Church of the Saviour 
2537 Lee Road Cleveland Heights 
(216) 321.8880 www.chsaviour.org 

cleveland heights resident publishes  
book about his personal journey
Pamela Price

Cleveland Heights resident Eric J. 
Price has published his first book, On 
Broken Wings, a candid account of his 
growing up in foster homes, his adop-
tion at the age of nine, and his struggle 
with alcohol. He shares his battles and 
victories with raw humor, vulnerability 
and conviction. 
 A Heights High graduate, Price 

has always had a desire to help others. 
He is a life coach and personal trainer 
at All About U Fitness in Cleveland 
Heights. Price started Soaring Higher, 
a nonprofit geared toward personal 
empowerment. He hopes his book will 
help others overcome the obstacles 
that life puts in front of them. He said 
that he believes God challenged him 
and gave him the tools, education and 
understanding to help others mend their 
own broken wings.
 “I have always believed that my con-
tract with God is about being of service 
and helping to empower individuals 
spiritually, mentally and physically,” 
Price said. “The events that I have en-
dured have been like on-the-job training 
for the work God ultimately had in store 
for me. My hope is that this book will 

help empower and enlighten the spirit 
of the individual presently vacant of 
hope or faith.”
 On Broken Wings can touch the 
heart and soul of anyone who has been 
dealt difficult life circumstances. Price’s 
story will make you smile, laugh and cry. 
You won’t want to put the book down 
because you will want to know what 
happens to this little boy.
 Price’s hope is to be able to help 
others realize that when they reveal 
their true fears, there isn’t anything they 
can’t overcome and accomplish. “It’s 
your life, get to livin’!” he said.
 On Broken Wings is available at Mac’s 
Backs Books on Coventry and online.

Pamela Price, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
is the wife of Eric Price.

Christmas concert 
for kids from 2 to 
92 at Church of 
the Saviour
Loretta Dahlstrom

Church of the Saviour will host singer-
songwriter Chip Richter for a Christmas 
concert on Sunday, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m. 
in Calvary Hall. The performance will 
include stories, songs and laughter, for 
all ages to enjoy.
 Richter tours nationally as a solo 
artist and with his band, The Munks. 
His gentle spirit and winsome style are 
particularly well-known to families who 
vacation at Lakeside in the summer. 
There, Richter and his family lead the 
popular God Squad program of stories, 
songs and Bible lessons for kids.
 Enjoy an evening of Christmas 
cheer with Chip Richter and Church of 
the Saviour. This 45-minute free concert 
is just the right length for getting kids 
home for bedtime—in fact, bring them 
in their pajamas for extra cozy fun. For 
more information, go to www.chiprich-
ter.com.

Loretta Dahlstrom is the administrative 
assistant at Church of the Saviour.

J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Mail Service • Database Management • Office Administration

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep 
you on time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com

Thank you for your business. JAC wishes you 
and your family happy holidays and a healthy, 
prosperous new year.
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INSTANT QUOTE 
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

 

AUTO /SR22/CAR/MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT/HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL 
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL 

$35/mo LIABILITY 
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE 

www.ohioinsurancequote.net 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road 

(216) 691-9227 

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

Call now for our  
GUTTER SPECIAL 

Gutter cleaning and repair 

Call John at (216) 299-0000

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE 

Heights Based 

“You name it, we can do it.” 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,  
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,  

General Motors and Honda 

SAVE THIS ADVERTISEMENT

“No Deposit Required” 
Pay as it snows 

Promark Snowplowing 

216-249-4507 
CALL WHEN YOU NEED US 

TOP-SELLING HEIGHTS REALTORS 

MIKE & EILEEN 
McKEON             

 

216/233-6726                 

eileenmckeon@howardhanna.com     
TheMcKeonGroup.com                        

SHOP LOCAL—HIRE A HEIGHTS AGENT  

Buyers          Sellers         Investors 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

 

 

 
  AMISH  CREWS  FOR  LESS 
      

 
 
 
 
 

       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 
  New GARAGE from - $9850 

  216 -323- 4483 
 

 

 ROOFING 
 SIDING 
 CONCRETE     
 MASONRY   
 CARPENTRY 

 

  NEW GARAGE 
WATERPROFING 
KITCHEN-BATH 
 RM Addition 
      BR -- Bath 
 Attic-Basement 

 

 

 

   

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 1/31/13 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

John R. O’Connor, LISW
Clinical Social Worker 

Individual, Couple 
and Group  

Psychotherapy 

(216) 229-2100 #4
12417 Cedar Road, Suites 21-24 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 

(Above Starbucks) 

D. L. Dunkle & Associates

Fun & Friendly to Work With 
14077 Cedar Road  

(next to Burger King) 

216.321.1400 
info@heretoservetravel.com 

Leisure Travel • Corporate  
Groups • Honeymoons 

Limo Service 

“An agency driven by customer satisfaction” 

 

 

SEW WHAT? 
Children’s Sewing Classes Age 

9 and Up 
Small groups 
Individual attention 
On-going summer classes 
Pattern reading, basic machine skills, 

clothing construction, and more... 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

 

Renovations • Remodeling  
Room Additions • Attics • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Basements 
Older Home Specialist 

 

An Experienced Home Renovation Company
 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

www.simplesolutionshr.com 
 

216-280-3765  

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 
HOME REPAIR 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

 

 

 
 AMISHBEST CONSTRUCTION 
      

 
 
 
 
 

      
       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 

216-323-0916 
 

 

 1. GARAGE 
     Fr $9895 

 

 

   

4. RM ADDITION   
  BR -FR- BATH 
 Add  BR-BATH  in 

Basement -Attic 
 

3.      WATER 
    PROOFING 
   
   

5.   Complete      
     REHAB OF    
 FORECLOSED HOMES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2 KITCHEN-BATH 
     Renovation 
       fr $3575 

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

 

 KITCHENS * BATHROOMS 
 DECKS * HANDYMAN 

HOME VIOLATIONS 
 WINDOW REPAIR AND  

REPLACEMENT 
PAINTING * DRYWALL 

(216) 773-4096 

HEIGHTS HOME  
REPAIR & REMODELING 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Neat and Trim Painting
 

>20 Years of Experience 
Papering and Plastering 

 
neatandtrimpainting@yahoo.com

 
INTERIOR PAINTING

CALL JOHN 
 

216-324-2199

‘Tis the season to 

appreciate local 

independent shops
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UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

2012 // 2013 CLASSES & PROGRAMS

FOR LIFEFOR LEARNING FOR LIVING

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!

EARLY CHILDHOOD - MUSIC THERAPY - MUSIC INSTRUCTION

1912-2012    //   Celebrating 100 years of quality music education

Click on the Course Info Tab to get started

SAVE THESE DATES!
Reunion Week // April 20-24, 2013

Centennial Anniversary Party // April 25, 2013
Programs are generously funded by:

local artists at heights Arts holiday store
Peggy Spaeth

Heights Arts is again shining a light 
on superb artists who call Northeast 
Ohio home with its 11th annual Holiday 
Store. This group show—featuring more 
than 85 artists this year—originated in 
2002 as a pop-up holiday gallery in the 
historic Cedar Lee building. People so 
loved the opportunity to shop for high-
quality art by local artists that Heights 
Arts established a nonprofit storefront 
gallery that is open year-round.
 Our region has a particularly strong 
glass community, and currently the gal-
lery windows are sparkling with pieces 
by internationally known local glass art-
ist Brent Kee Young, as well as Creative 
Workforce Fellows Mark Sudduth and 
Michael Mikula. New for 2012 is work 
by Young’s studio-mate Robert Coby, 
whose classic shapes have intricate 
textured surfaces. Other blown glass 
items include unique hanging lamps by 
Chadd Lacy; ornaments, tumblers, birds 
and hearts by Sue Berry (each only $20); 
colorful functional bowls by newcomer 
Steve Hagan; bowls by Earl James; vases 
and small bowls by Todd Anderson; and 
vases and paperweights by Shayna Roth 
Pentecost. Glass objects range in price 
from $20 to $6,000.
 Ceramics also have a prominent 
presence at the gallery, which showcases 
work by well-known artists William 
Brouillard, Kristen Cliffel, Megan Dull, 
Susan Gallagher, Linda Goldstone, 
Bonnie Gordon, Yumiko Goto, Sharon 
Grossman, Elaine Lamb, Andrea Le- 
Blond, Lynne Lofton, Carol Sphar and 

Mark Yasenchack.
 The Holiday Store presents CDs 
by Apollo’s Fire, Shanua, Blue Lunch, 
and individual musicians, as well as 
handmade cards, prints, paintings, silk 
scarves, photographs, jewelry, pillows, 
stained glass, and even furniture made 
from repurposed metal lockers by Doug 
Meyer of Rustbelt Rebirth.
 Every artist whose work is in the 
store volunteers time to help staff the 
gallery during the duration of the show, 
which runs through Dec. 30. A complete 

list of participating artists is at www.
heightsarts.org.  
 Stop in and be inspired at Heights 
Arts. When you take home works by 
talented local artists, you support them 
as well as the local nonprofit arts orga-
nization that brings their great art to 
you. When you live in Northeast Ohio, 
there’s no place like home to encounter 
the best of the arts.

Peggy Spaeth, executive director at Heights 
Arts, always buys local art for gifts.

The Holiday Store at Heights Arts

2175 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

216-371-3457

www.heightsarts.org

Open through Dec. 30:

Mon., Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10 a.m to 9:30 p.m.

Tues., Wed. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sun. 1–5 p.m.

(Dec. 24: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

steve hagan bowls are some of the unique items by local artists at the holiday store.
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Apollo’s fire presents ‘happiness two Ways’
Margi Griebling-Haigh

The Year of the Dragon is one of the 
most revered of the Chinese calendar, 
and those born under this sign are re-
garded as having many wonderful traits. 
They are innovative, colorful, confident 
and passionate. These are the very 
qualities for which Cleveland Heights 
resident Jeannette Sorrell (a dragon-year 
baby) and her ensemble, Apollo’s Fire, 
are known.
 Imagine that you are in a Chinese 
restaurant and the day’s special is 
Happiness Two Ways. Given a choice 
between that and only one kind of 
happiness, why would you not opt 
for the special? Given the choice be-
tween Handel’s “Messiah” and “Sacrum  
Mysterium: A Celtic Christmas,” why 
would you not choose to hear both? 
Sorrell and Apollo’s Fire are offering a 
two-week holiday extravaganza featur-
ing these two programs for Heights 
audiences.
 Sorrell was struck by the idea of a 
Celtic program after meeting Silvain 
Bergeron and hearing his ensemble, La 
Nef, during a visit to Montreal in 2009. 
Impressed by the group’s renderings of 
Scottish-Gaelic music, she created the 
collaboration that delighted audiences 

last year.
 Along with the 13th-century “Ves-
pers of St. Kertigern,” one of the few 
remaining sacred Scottish works writ-
ten before the 1700s, the repertoire for 
“Sacrum Mysterium” includes the carols 
“Nowell Sing We,” “Lully Lullay,” “O 
Come Emmanuel,” “Noel Nouvelet,” 
as well as traditional Irish and Scottish 
fiddle tunes. A festive ensemble of lute,  
hammered dulcimer, Celtic harp, and 
bagpipes promise to enliven the perfor-
mances. 
 Audiences have come to expect 
Handel’s “Messiah” at this time of the 

year, and the theatrical story-telling 
version performed by Apollo’s Fire is 
perhaps one of the most intimate and 
personal presentations of this work. 
 The concerts will feature Meredith 
Hall, soprano, who has performed with 
both Apollo’s Fire and La Nef for several 
years; Karim Sulayman, tenor, new to 
the Apollo’s Fire this season; and Jef-
frey Strauss, baritone, whose dramatic 
presence has made him a favorite with 
“Messiah” audiences.
 A new CD recording and bonus 
DVD of “Sacrum Mysterium” has just 
been released and will be available for 

purchase at concerts and at the Heights 
Arts Holiday Store, as well as at Lo-
ganberry Books on Larchmere Blvd. A 
2-CD set and DVD of the “Messiah,” 
released last year, will also be available.
 Tickets for the concerts start at 
$26. For a complete schedule of perfor-
mances and pre-concert talks, and to 
purchase tickets, call Apollo’s Fire box 
office at 216-320-0012 or 800-314-2535, 
or visit www.apollosfire.org.  

Margi Griebling-Haigh, a resident of Cleve-
land Heights, is a freelance composer, oboist, 
music copyist, editor and artist.

Meredith hall, soprano, performs with Apollo's fire.

2254 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts

(216) 321-1296

Tuesday 11 - 6
Wednesday 11 - 6

Thursday 11 - 6 
Friday 11 - 7 

Saturday 11 - 6

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

Give Thanks & Spread Holiday Cheer

f
Stop by 

for the most wonderful 
selection of gifts!

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

cityMusic cleveland presents holiday program
Eugenia Strauss

CityMusic Cleveland Chamber Orches-
tra announces its annual Holiday Con-
cert program. The free, opening concert 
is scheduled for Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. at 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church, 2757 
Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights. 
The orchestra will be led by Stefan 
Willich, a German conductor making 
his American debut.
 Rebecca Schweigert Mayhew, obo-
ist and one of CityMusic’s founding 
musicians, will perform Mozart’s “Oboe 
Concerto in C.” To welcome the holiday 
season, Mt. Zion Choir and CityMusic 
Cleveland (CMC) will present a medley 
of holiday favorites written or arranged 
by African-America composers.
 Stefan Willich is both a renowned 
conductor and world-renowned car-
diologist-epidemiologist. As founder 
and conductor of the World Doctor’s 
Orchestra, he has led an orchestra of 
125 physician-musicians from more 
than 20 nations in medical-aid benefit 
concerts throughout the world. Willich 
was appointed president of the Berlin 
Academy of Music in 2011.
 Rebecca Schweigert Mayhew is 
the principal oboist with CityMusic 
Cleveland (CMC), and is on the faculty 
of both Cleveland Institute of Music 
and Cleveland State University.
 The Mt. Zion Congregational 

Church United Church of Christ is one 
of the oldest African American Congre-

gations in Cleveland.  Fulfilling the vision 
of excellence of Rev. Paul Hobson Sadler 

Sr., pastor of Mt. Zion, and under the 
direction of Mrs. “Al” Crump Madison 
and Mr. Drene Ivey, the Mt. Zion Church 
Choir has garnered an excellent musical 
reputation, and has performed at Play-
house Square with the Duffy Liturgical 
Dance Company and at Severance Hall 
with the Cleveland Orchestra.
 The holiday program includes: 
Mozart’s “Overture to The Marriage of 
Figaro” and “Oboe Concerto in C, K314;” 
Mendelssohn’s “Symphony No. 4 (Ital-
ian)”; and Mt. Zion Choir Spirituals.
 Now in its ninth season, CMC is 
a professional chamber orchestra that 
seeks to develop audiences by present-
ing free concerts in neighborhood ven-
ues. CMC draws in a diverse group that 
includes new concertgoers, committed 
arts supporters, the mildly curious and 
even the reluctant. CMC presents four 
sets of concerts for a total of 20–25 
concerts per year; annual attendance is 
14,000–16,000.
 CityMusic Cleveland will perform 
its holiday concert at other venues in 
Greater Cleveland, Dec. 13–16. For in-
formation, visit www.citymusiccleveland.
org. No tickets are required, and early 
arrival is recommended. There is no 
charge for the concert, but a free-will 
offering is appreciated.

Eugenia Strauss is executive director of 
CityMusic Cleveland.

Rebeccah Schweigert Mayhew, soloist.
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December 16: Fairmount Christmas Party!
This year's Christmas pageant, Good News of Great Joy! 
will be performed as part of a sparkling congregational event
on Sunday, December 16th, at 4:00 pm, followed by a 
carol sing-a-long and potluck dinner.

December 23: Christmas Oratorio
The Fairmount and Cantate Choir plus Orchestra presents
the CHRISTMAS ORATORIO by Camille Saint-Saëns at 11 am.

December 24: Christmas Eve Services
   4:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Worship Service
  The presentation of “The Innkeeper’s Story,”
  an interactive Christmas Pageant with children
  choosing parts as they arrive and participating
  in the telling of the Christmas Story.  
   7:30 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
  Music: Handbell, Junior and Cantate Choirs
  11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
  Music: Prelude Music starting at 10:40.
  Fairmount Choir, soloists and Instruments.

Christmas at Fairmount

Fairmount Presbyterian Church
2757 Fairmount Blvd. Cleveland Hts.
fairmountchurch.org | 216.321.5800

2287 Lee Road + 1854 CoventRy Road +  www.phoenixCoffee.Com

AvAilAble At All 

phoenix 
locAtions 

fReshLy Roasted Coffee
Mild Smooth and Sweet

with a pleasant aftertaste 
of vanilla

two stages, no waiting for holiday drama
Jewel Moulthrop

For those of us in the Heights who 
enjoy live theater, we are fortunate, 
indeed. We have not one, but two fine 
theater companies: Ensemble Theatre, 
in the former Coventry School at 2843  
Washington Blvd., and Dobama, at 2340 
Lee Road, both in Cleveland Heights. 
As you begin to fill your calendar  
with holiday events, be sure to leave 
some time for two new theatrical  
productions.
 While Ensemble generally performs 
classic American plays, the company has 
begun a weekly workshop that provides 
local playwrights with a supportive at-
mosphere in which to read, discuss and 
develop new plays. 
 “Miracle and Wonder,” which 
runs through Dec. 2, is the first full- 
length main stage production to come 
out of the Ensemble Stage-Wrights 
Workshop. 
 “Miracle and Wonder,” by Jonathan 
Wilhelm, is set three days before Christ-
mas, when an obsessive-compulsive 
kindergarten teacher is busy wrapping 
gifts. Some jarring news received from 
a stranger sets off a series of events in-
volving missing relatives, an inebriated 
drag queen, broken hearts, Bette Davis 
movies, mistaken identities, Midrashic 
parables and why Jesus is having a really 
bad day. It may seem like everything you 
would not expect from a heart-warming 
holiday story, but it’s billed as “must-see 
holiday comedy.” 
 For a complete schedule of per-

formances and to order tickets, call 
Ensemble’s box office at 216-321-2930  
or go online to www.ensemble-theatre.com.
 Meanwhile, on the other side of 
town, Dobama Theatre is presenting 
“4000 Miles,” by Amy Herzog. Leo, the 
play’s protagonist, has suffered a major 
loss while on a cross-country bicycling 
trip. He seeks solace from his feisty 

91-year-old grandmother Vera (played 
by the matchless Dorothy Silver) in her 
West Village apartment.
 Leo has some growing up to do un-
der Vera’s watchful and unsentimental 
eye. Over the course of a month, these 
unlikely roommates infuriate, bewilder, 
and ultimately touch each other. 
 “4000 Miles” runs from Dec. 7 

through Jan. 6. For more information 
and to order tickets, call the box office 
at 216-932-3396 or go to www.dobama.
org.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

ciA Art spot painting demo at the Wine spot

ro
B 

m
u

ll
er

Corey Herynk created art with his painting machine at the Wine Spot on Nov. 17. Herynk, a painting major who will graduate from the 
Cleveland Institute of Art (CIA) in December, installed the painting as part of the ‘Hardware’ exhibition at the Art Spot at the Wine Spot. 
The exhibit, featuring the work of CIA students, is on view through January 2013.
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Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

Open Houses:
Sunday, November 4, 2012, 2-4 pm
Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 5:30-7:30 pm

3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  

ruffingmontessori.net

For more information or to schedule a tour 
and classroom observation, please contact 
our Admissions Office at 216-321-7571.

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

handmade gift ideas guaranteed to please
Heights Observer Contributor

What could be better at this busy time 
of year than checking off items on your 
gift list while reducing your stress level 
at the same time? Handmade gifts can 
do just that. Small repetitive motions, 
such as those required for knitting or 
needlepointing, actually have medita-
tive qualities that may reduce heart rate. 
 Fortunately, folks in the Heights 
have three nearby independent bou-
tiques that are bursting with ideas for 
handmade gift giving—Wool and Wil-
low, Fine Points and Bolt & Spool can 
help you hand craft a gift that is sure to 
please the recipient or even become a 
treasured heirloom.
  While it may be too late to start 
knitting a sweater, there are smaller 
items available at each shop that are 
ideal for last minute creation.
 Ann Forquer, owner of Wool and 
Willow Needlepoint at Fairmount Tay-
lor, assures wary crafters that “this is not 
your grandmother’s needlepoint.” The 
walls drip with lusciously colored skeins 
of threads and yarns and hundreds of 
painted canvases ready to be worked. 
 Key fobs, dog collars, tree orna-
ments, wallets and luggage tags are ideal 
for the last-minute crafter. Moreover, all 
of these items can be custom-designed 
with a name or special message. Wool 
and Willow also has a new line of orna-
ments featuring Cleveland landmarks—
the perfect memento for someone who 
has moved away.
 Not sure how to get started? The 
staff will be happy to show you the ba-
sics when you purchase a canvas from 
them. They also offer kits, classes and 

gift certificates if you’d like to help 
someone else get started with needle-
point.
 Fine Points, a knitting shop in the 
Larchmere antiques district, is also lus-
cious with color. Wool, cotton, cashmere 
and angora yarns, crammed into tidy 
little cubbies, beg to be touched. The 
shop is replete with samples of trendy 

hats, wrist warmers and chunky scarves. 
According to owner Liz Tekus, there are 
lots of hat and scarf kits that will take a 
novice knitter only a few days to a week 
to complete. Prices for kits range from 
$14–$50 for scarf and hat kits, which 
include yarn and instructions.
 Bolt & Spool is located just a few 
minutes north in historic Little Italy. 

This new shop sells fabrics, unique sew-
ing patterns and ribbons of all types. 
Japanese linens and Indian silks highlight 
this store’s offerings, along with sewing 
patterns from France, Spain and Japan. 
In addition, Bolt & Spool also has the 
Clever Charlotte line of designer chil-
dren’s patterns and beautifully stitched 
samples created by two extraordinary 
Cleveland Heights sewers. 
 While it’s still possible to sew a 
quick dress or skirt for a holiday party, 
there are plenty of items at Bolt & 
Spool perfect for gift giving. “Aprons 
make lovely hostess gifts and they’re 
easy to make,” said Nan Webb, the 
shop’s owner. She also suggests other 
quickly sewn gifts, such as iPad covers 
and wristlet purses. Perennial favorites 
include Wool Pets felting kits, which 
begin at $20 and with a little help can 
be made by someone as young as 10. 
 One of the best gifts you can give is 
the gift of time spent together by giving 
a gift certificate for a needlepoint, knit-
ting or sewing class for you and a friend 
or family member.  

Wool & Willow Needlepoint
216-791-7952
3475 Fairmount Boulevard

www.woolandwillow.com

Fine Points Inc.
216-229-6644
12620 Larchmere Boulevard

www.finepoints.com

Murray Hill Bolt & Spool
216-229-2220
2026 Murray Hill Road

www.boltandspool.com

The Tavern Company 
  2260 Lee Road   

 Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 
216-321-6001                            

TavernCompany.com 

Bar Hours:           
Mon-Sat 5P-2A                
Sun 10:30A-2A 
Kitchen Hours:                  
Mon, Wed & 
Thurs 5P-10P                       

Tues 5P-10:30P  
(Trivia at 10P!)                              
Fri –Sat 5P-11P                     
Sun 10:30A-9P 

“Best Burger in the Heights” Sun Press 2012            
“Favorite Cleveland Heights Business”                      

Heights Observer 2011 & 2012                                                                              
“Best Fries in Cleveland” Cleveland Magazine 2011        

MONDAY: Burger Nite & Live Jazz @ 6:30P       
(George Foley & Friends) *Reservations Required 

TUESDAY: Flatbread Nite & Trivia @ 10PM 
WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY: “2 Dine 4 the $ of 1” 

SUNDAY: Brunch 10:30A-3P & Karaoke @ 10P 
EVERYDAY: Kid’s Treasure Chest & Coloring Contest! 

The Tavern Company                               
Where Extraordinary Fresh 
& Local Culinary Creations 

Meet Casual Comfort 

cleveland heights needlepoint ornament at Wool 
& Willow.

Cynthia Treen hand-sewing kit at Bolt & Spool.
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coMMuNitY NeWsheights BusiNess

You can start your journey toward a bachelor’s or master’s
degree in social work at UA Lakewood – or complete 
your studies if you already have an associate’s degree. 

REGISTER NOW! 
Call 216-221-1141 for an appointment with an adviser. 
Visit lakewood.uakron.edu for course listings.

UA Lakewood is located on the fi rst fl oor of the historic Bailey Building 
at 14725 Detroit Ave. in the heart of Downtown Lakewood.

Earn a Bachelor’s or Master’s Degree 
in Social Work at UA Lakewood.

Pipe’n hot grill celebrates two years
Simone Quartell

Angela Coleman was a successful cos-
metologist for 12 years. During her time 
as a master stylist at Maxelle’s Interna-
tional Salon and Spa in Cleveland, the 
salon was rated as one of the best in the 
United States. Even though she worked 
in the beauty industry for more than 
a decade, Coleman always knew she 
wanted to open a restaurant.
 Coleman, who lives in Cleveland 
with her husband, Jimmy, and their 
nine-year-old daughter Stesia, has always 
loved cooking and working with people. 
She wanted to open a restaurant serving 
what she knew best—seafood. On Dec. 
18, 2010, she opened Pipe’n Hot Grill on 
Noble Road.
 The restaurant’s signature items 
include seafood, a foot-long Polish 
boy and a potato stuffed with grilled 
steak and grilled chicken. Coleman 
is frequently told by patrons that her 
restaurant has the best seafood in the 
area, and customers travel from many 
different cities and towns to eat it.
 Though she loves running the res-
taurant, there have been times when 
she wanted to quit. One of the biggest 
challenges she faced was when a car 
crashed through the building, which led 
to the restaurant being boarded up for 
five months.
 Coleman admits that running a 
small business can be difficult. “You have 
to give yourself to the business and there 
is no immediate gratification,” she said. 
She is the only full-time employee, but 
her husband and daughter often help.

 Coleman, who attended Cleveland 
Heights High School, has always loved 
Cleveland Heights. “It’s my favorite of 
the Cleveland suburbs. I always feel  
safe here,” said Coleman. “All the busi-
nesses here have high-quality products 

and warm, courteous, professional 
employees.”

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.

Pipe’n Hot Grill
2847 Noble Road, Cleveland Heights
216-382-3998
Tues., Wed., Thurs. noon to 8 p.m.
Fri. noon to 9 p.m.
Sat. 1-8 p.m.
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Stesia, Jimmy and Angela Coleman in front of their family restaurant on Noble Road.
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Rainforest 
Car Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

Our express wash is a great 
low cost alternative to just get 
your car cleaned up and back 
on the road. Featuring de-ionized 
water and a spot free rinse. Plus a 
special hand applied bug cleaner.

The Ultimate Wash is just that. 
Including several upgrades 

over the Express Wash including 
the pressure washing prep station, 

triple foam polish, wheel & tire 
scrubbing and a RainX treatment.

Enjoy the convenience of a monthly membership with 
our Ultimate Unlimited Package. Just drive up 
and we’ll scan your vehicles barcode. No 
need to hassle with paying for each wash. 
Includes a free Motorcars Extra Value 

Book, a $25 value.

You can receive the same savings of a monthly 
plan without the commitment. Each of the 

5 car wash vouchers can be used 
independently. Treat someone in your 

life to a great gift, or simply wash 
your other vehicle as well.

Monthly Unlimited Ultimate 
Wash Pass - $30

Express Wash - $9 Ultimate Wash - $15

Pre-paid Ultimate 
Wash Book - $40

family tradition and cuisine at the Mad greek
Richard Stewart

You could call Chris Chopra, owner 
of the Mad Greek Restaurant on Fair-
mount Boulevard, an improbable res-
taurateur. The former golf pro assumed 
ownership of the restaurant, essentially 
by default, following the death of his 
father, Loki, in 2002.
 “It wasn’t something I chose to do. 
When my dad became ill, it was kind 
of a no-brainer,” said Chopra. “I didn’t 
have a whole lot of choice in the matter. 
It was either that or the restaurant was 
probably going to shut down.”
 Chopra hadn’t been involved in the 
business previously, other than work-
ing there during junior high and high 
school, and again for a short time after 
he graduated from college.
 Chopra’s mother, Nicki, and father 
had opened the restaurant on Coventry 
in 1977, only to see it destroyed, along 
with three other family-owned busi-
nesses, during the Coventry Yard fire 
that same year.
 Undaunted, the Chopra family soon 
reopened the Mad Greek in its cur-
rent location on Fairmount Boulevard, 
taking over the location formerly oc-
cupied by a Brown Derby. What began 
as a Greek restaurant now offers a rare 
mix of Greek and Indian cuisine—a 
combination Chopra says you’d be hard-
pressed to find anywhere else.
 “Preparing those two cuisines un-
der one roof is something we’ve always 
done,” said Chopra. “It’s just been part 

of the family heritage. Dad was from In-
dia, my mom’s family was from Greece. 
We have a niche market, I guess you’d 
say, with Greek and Indian cuisine. 
There may be one other restaurant in 
the world that offers those two cuisines. 
It’s not something you see.”
 Chopra noted that the two styles 
of cuisine are equally popular with his 
customers.
 When Chopra took over the restau-
rant, he overhauled the menu and made 
crucial staffing changes that helped put 
the business on a solid footing.

 Jimmy O’Neill, former owner of 
Jimmy O’Neill’s Tavern on Lee Road, 
now manages the Mad Greek at night. 
“Everyone knows Jimmy,” said Chopra. 
“It’s been an interesting combination. 
He calls himself the Mad Irishman now.”
 “It isn’t the easiest thing to do in 
the world, but it’s pretty rewarding I 
think,” said Chopra. ”You kind of learn 
to love the business, and you kind of get 
hooked on it after a while.”
 “When we added the outdoor patio 
in 2007, that was really the biggest thing 
we did,” said Chopra. “”That brought a 

20-percent increase in business, I would 
say. That was a big addition.”
 Chopra credits his restaurant’s loca-
tion and loyal customers as keys to his 
continued success.
 “The location is unique. Cedar Fair-
mount has always been a special area,” 
said Chopra. “There are other places 
in Cleveland Heights that are great. 
Coventry is phenomenal, Lee Road 
does really well, but Cedar Fairmount 
has been just an awesome area for us.”
 “Our clientele has always come from 
the local neighborhood. We also get a 
lot of customers from Cleveland Clinic, 
Case Western Reserve University, Uni-
versity Hospitals and John Carroll. We 
have customers who now live in Chicago 
and New York,” said Chopra, “and when-
ever they’re in town they come back to 
the Mad Greek. It’s one of the places 
that they always come back to, and I hear 
these stories every day.”

Richard Stewart is the owner of Digizoom 
Media and a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.

The Mad Greek
2466 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights

216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com 

Mon., Tues., Wed. 11:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.,         
 4–10 p.m.
Thurs. 11:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., 4–10:30 p.m.
Fri., Sat. 11:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., 4–11 p.m.
Sun. 4–9 p.m.
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The patio at the Mad Greek is a popular gathering place during the warmer months. Owner 
Chris Chopra (inset photo).


