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Charlie Mosbrook’s open-mic nights showcase Heights talent
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UH recognizes citizen and employee of the year

Jim Henke

If you happen to go past Phoenix Coffee 
on Coventry on a Monday night, chances 
are the place will be packed with people 
listening to great music emanating from 
the shop. The reason? Monday night is 
open-mic night at Phoenix. Musicians 
and singers can come into the coffee 
shop to perform up to three songs for 
the gathered crowd. The same event 
takes place on Wednesday nights at the 
Phoenix Coffee on Lee Road.
 Cleveland singer-songwriter Char-
lie Mosbrook, honored as the city’s 
best singer-songwriter in 2011 by Scene 

magazine, organizes these great musical 
evenings. Son of Joe Mosbrook, a former 
reporter on Channel 5 in Cleveland and 
author of a book about the history of 
jazz in Cleveland, Charlie is a Cleve-
land Heights native who grew up on 
Coleridge Road and attended Fairfax 
Elementary, Roxboro Middle School, 
and Heights High.
 Mosbrook’s interest in music began 
in the 1980s, when he was 16 years old. 
He started singing and playing bass and 
eventually moved on to guitar. In 1987, 
he began playing at Tommy’s restaurant 
on Coventry. He remembers the first 
night: “Harvey Pekar was sitting there, 

and he was just glaring at me,” Mos-
brook said.
 Two years later, he started doing 
open-mic nights at the Arabica Coffee 
House, located where the Phoenix Cof-
fee now stands. “It became a good ve-
hicle for launching groups,” Mosbrook 
said. “We would have about 500 people 
there some nights. To me, the open-mic 
events sort of give everything meaning. 
You watch people come, and they sort 
of find their feet. You watch their prog-
ress. You see someone who at first has 
no visible, audible talent, and then you 
see it all come together.”

continued on page 5

Senior soloists to 
perform in CHHS 
mid-winter concert 

Hope Wright 

The Instrumental Music Department of 
Cleveland Heights High School will begin 
its mid-winter concert series on Wednes-
day, Jan. 30, with a second concert on Fri-
day, Feb. 1 at 7:30 p.m. in the school’s Dina 
Rees Evans Performing Arts Center.
 On Wednesday evening, the concert 
orchestra, symphonic and concert bands, 
and percussion ensemble will perform. The 
Friday concert features Shoshana Klein 
and Carolyn Holt, two of the music depart-
ment’s most gifted senior musicians.
 Klein played clarinet for two 
years before switching to the oboe, 
which she has studied for more than 
six years. She has played in various 
orchestras and bands throughout 
her high school career, and has au-
ditioned for music groups outside of 
school. She is now in her third year 
with the Cleveland Orchestra Youth 
Orchestra, and her second year with 
the Contemporary Youth Orchestra. 
She participated in the Cleveland 
Youth Wind Symphony and the Cleve-

continued on page 2

Deanna Bremer Fisher

The City of University Heights honored 
two of its own at its Dec. 17 city council 
meeting. Katherine Hawn, a Saybrook 
Road resident, was presented with the 
Citizen of the Year award. Hawn was 
recognized for her work with the city’s 
children as coordinator and coach of the 
Purvis Park Piranhas swim team. John 
Pucella, assistant service director for 
the city, was recognized as Employee 
of the Year.
 Each year, the mayor of University 
Heights chooses a resident to honor 
as Citizen of the Year. “I was aware of 
what Kay was doing,” said Susan Infeld, 
mayor of University Heights, “but it all 
came together this year. I talked with a 
lot of people, and with Kay, about what 
they were doing at their meets this 
year.”
 “Kay grew up in University Heights,” 
continued Infeld. “She was a kid who 
spent a lot of time at the pool during 
summer vacations. She swam com-
petitively, and got involved again as an 
adult, so her daughter could have an 
experience similar to what she had as a 
child.”

 The proclamation that Mayor Susan 
Infeld presented to her at the meeting 
stated that “Hawn has demonstrated 
an important aspect of life to these 
children by showing them the impor-
tance of volunteerism to society. We are 
honored that Kay has chosen to live in 
our city and raised her daughter here, 
and are thankful that her love for her 
hometown has benefited the youth of 
University Heights.”

continued on page 5

Kay Hawn, surrounded by family, accepts the award from Mayor Infeld. She is shown here with (l-r) her 
mother, her sister, Mayor Infeld, and daughter, Jordan. 
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 At the meeting, Mayor Infeld pro-
claimed John Pucella Employee of the 
Year. “Every year the employees vote 
among themselves, and this year we had 
our first two-time winner,” she said.
 Pucella began his career with the 
city in 1991 as a laborer and worked his 
way up to foreman. He currently serves 
as the assistant service director and has 
twice served as interim service director. 

Mister Brisket continues tradition of sending 
‘Salamis to the Troops’
Deanna Bremer Fisher

“my son Ben is doing his third tour in 
Afghanistan. Ben is the type of young man 
[who] thinks of others, not himself. When 
he finished school, his classmates applauded 
and stood when his name was announced and 
he walked across stage.  It was a small com-
munity, and every single one of them seemed 
to have a story to tell about some kindness 
he’d done for them.
 I was not surprised at all when he 
decided to join the military. It suited his 
nature.
 During his first tour, his eardrum was 
shattered. During his second, he was injured 
by shrapnel from an IED. When he came 
home, he never complained. I’ve prayed 
constantly for his safe return during this last 
tour. My means are limited so I can’t do too 
much for him. If you could add him to the list 

of soldiers receiving salamis, it would be so 
deeply appreciated.
 Thanks so much—a proud Mom,
Linda (last name and location withheld by 
request)”
 Ben is the first soldier to receive 
a box of salami this holiday season 
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Shoshana Klein and carolyn holt.
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continued on page 5

Salamis are boxed and ready to ship.
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HEIGHTS OBSERVER
Deanna Bremer Fisher

As we start our sixth year of publish-
ing the Heights Observer (the first 
issue published on April 10, 2008), 
I’m amazed at how much this little 
paper—a community-building project 
of FutureHeights—has grown. I see 
people picking it up at a local restau-
rant or bank. I see people reading it. 
Some even tell me that it is the only 
publication they read.
 Why? I ask. The news isn’t partic-
ularly timely. It comes out only once a 
month. But, somehow, it encapsulates 
more of what our community truly is 
than any other news source.
 I think that its authenticity, the 
fact that it truly is of the community 
and for the community, is what makes 
it a good read. Everyday people—few 
journalists among them—write stories 
and cover community news for us each 
month. This month, I am happy to 
report that we have several first-time 
writers: check out the article by Cain 
Park neighborhood resident Harvey Zvi 
Ofer on page 6; the parenting article by 
Charniece Holmes on page 9; and the 

Resolve to write a story for the Observer in 2013
opENINg 
ThE obSErvEr

article about the Communion of Saints 
robotics team by Amy Fischer on page 10. 
And we’re thrilled to have the Observer 
join the group of illustrious publications 
that Jim Henke has written for, with his 
page one profile of a local musician.
 The Heights Observer is your newspa-
per, and we welcome your contributions. 
In fact, we depend on them, whether you 
choose to write a news article about the 
impact of new legislation on our com-
munity, a feature story about a fascinat-
ing person who lives here, or an opinion 
about a city council decision.  
 When we step back and analyze what 
is printed in each issue of the Observer, we 
often see gaps. We wish our small staff (a 
part-time editor and a part-time publish-
er—my other full-time job is running the 
nonprofit FutureHeights) could cover more 
community issues and events, but we are 
already stretched too thin. On our 2013 wish 
list is more coverage of the following:
•  Analysis and news reporting of city 

programs and the decisions of our city 
councils, school and library boards;

•  Programs offered by our religious 
congregations;

•  Sports—everything from high school 
football to recreational basketball 
leagues;

•  Community groups—from neighborhood 
organizations to block parties, scout 
troops and book discussion groups;

• Private-school events and activities;
•  Activities of various school clubs and 

parent groups;
•  The many interesting people who live 

in our community.
 More photos and stories on these 
topics, and others, would make the 
Observer that much more fun to read, 
and that much more reflective of our 
community.
 So won’t you join us? Become a part 
of the change that you want to see. Write 
a story for the Observer. If you would like 
to discuss an idea first, give me a call at 216-
320-1423, or contact our editor, Kim Sergio 
Inglis at city.editor@heightsobserver.org. 
Or just submit your story to the Member 
Center: go to www.heightsobserver.org, 
select Become an Observer from the left-
hand column, create an account, select 
Submit New Story, copy and paste the text 
of your story, and hit Submit.
 Don’t worry that your story is not 
good enough. Review our guidelines 
published online, of course, but don’t 
worry that your story is not perfect. Al-
though we still don’t consider ourselves 
professionals, we’ve been doing this for 
a few years now, and we can polish up 
your story and help you sound great!

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
Cooking, Comedy and WWII
No, I’m not writing about a “Downton 
Abbey “spin off. I am writing about giv-

ing life to local voices this holiday season 
by giving a book to all your loved ones.
 A very popular idea this gift giving 
season is to support local. Why not 
support local voices, local authors and 
purchase books from them. What a 
great gift to say to an author I value your 
time, efforts and voice. From cooking 
to comedy, to love letters from WWII. 
Three books have come across my path 
this holiday season and they couldn’t be 
[more] different from each other. 

—Tiffany Laufer 

Mayor Welo is giving away the 
Telling Mansion
[In] last week’s Sun messenger [South 
Euclid] Mayor Georgine Welo accused 
me of spreading false information about 
her plans to develop the land adjoining 
the South Euclid-Lyndhurst branch of 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library.
 I stand behind every word I wrote. 
Mayor Welo is giving away the Telling 
Mansion Library.
 Mayor Welo has been salivating 
over the land surrounding the library 
since 2008, when her administration 
commissioned a report for $41,200 
from Zimmerman Volk . . . this docu-
ment refers 19 times to the “library site” 
and discusses building on land that was 
owned by private citizens and was not 
for sale; Mayor Welo has a history of 
threatening eminent domain.

—Fran Mentch

Advertise in 
the Observer

land Philharmonic Orchestra.
 A dedicated musician, Klein has 
played in the high school’s chamber 
groups and in the pit orchestra for 
Heights High musicals. She has 
managed the Heights High School 
Marching Band for four years, and is 
a member of the Tri-M Music Hon-
ors Society and the National Honors 
Society.
 Carolyn Holt and her sister grew up 
surrounded by music of all types. Both 
of their parents played the clarinet in 
high school. Holt began piano lessons at 
age six and continued for nine years. She 
“tootled” with the clarinet before the 
fourth grade, but began in earnest when 
she started weekly lessons with Pam 
Adamson at Noble Elementary School. 
Holt played in the band at Monticello 
Middle School under the direction of 
Jeff Altonen.
 In 2009, then a freshman, Holt 
was named principal clarinet in sym-
phonic winds ensemble, a position she 
has held since then. She played in the 
symphony orchestra for four years, 
and participated in various chamber 
ensembles, the marching band, and 
the pit orchestra. Holt, a member of 
the Tri-M Music Honor Society, has 
played in the Cleveland Youth Wind 
Symphony and the Contemporary 
Youth Orchestra, where she was 
awarded the Brandt-Sersig chair. She 
has played in both piano and clarinet 
competitions.
 Tickets for both concerts will be 
available at the door—$5 for adults 
and $3 for students, and both will be 
preceded by chamber ensemble perfor-
mances in the Social Room from 6:30 to 
7 p.m.

Hope Wright is the co-president of  Band and 
Orchestra Parents Organization (BOPO).

soloists continued from page 1
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ATMA CENTER 
YOGA FOR EVERY BODY 

Experience the Atma Center difference! 
2319 Lee Road    216-371-9760     atmacenter.com 

 

30 DAYS 
UNLIMITED 
YOGA - $39  

IRRESISTIBLE! 
(NEW STUDENTS ONLY) 

Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

Coventry Library vital part of Coventry Village

To the Editor:

Though it offers a different kind of 
activity from the bustling eateries, 
taverns and shops just down the street, 
Coventry Village Library—a branch 
of the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library system—is 
very much a part of the Coventry Vil-
lage neighborhood. In fact, with its 
dignified English Medieval Vernacular 
(according to the library website) archi-
tectural style, and its noncommercial 
land use, the library helps ease the 
transition from Coventry’s mercantile 
strip to the residential areas down 
Washington Boulevard.
 The library website indicates the 
Coventry branch was built in 1926 and, 
from then until 1968, served as the 
CH-UH Library’s main branch. From 
1974 to 1980 the building was owned 
by the Fairmount Center for Creative 
and Performing Arts. It was declared a 
Cleveland Heights Landmark in 1980, 
and shortly after that was repurchased 
by the library board.
 On a recent Saturday around 11 
a.m., nearly all of the public Internet-
connected terminals were in use. Two 
young girls enjoyed a pre-digital activ-
ity—playing with magnetic alphabet 
letters in the children’s area—and by 
the time I left around noon, a younger 
boy had joined them in playing harmo-
niously and animatedly with the letters. 
A late-middle-aged man told me that 
he comes to the branch “about once a 
week,” and mainly “to take advantage 
of the Wi-Fi,” though I noticed that he 

also read a printed Plain Dealer while I 
was there. Throughout the hour, there 
was a steady stream of people picking 
up or dropping off reserved books, 
DVDs and other media forms, and 
many of them also stopped to browse 
the shelves.
 At the Friends of the Heights 
Libraries 50th anniversary celebration 
on Oct. 21, Nancy Levin, CH-UH li-
brary director, stated that the library 
was starting a foundation to raise 
money for capital projects, and that 
one of the first priorities of this effort 
would be a renovation of Coventry 
Village Library. Levin later explained 
that renovations would focus first on 
needs that have to do the soundness 
of the building and on energy effi-
ciency, and “secondarily . . . on beauty 
and usability” of the building. Levin 
emphasized that “the funds for these 
repairs in 2013 are coming from the 
Library Building and Repair Fund, 
not the foundation,” which has not 
yet begun to raise money. She added, 
”I hope we will get that underway in 
2013 as well.”
 Anyone who would like to learn 
more about anticipated renovations 
to the Coventry Village Library or the 
new Fund for the Future of Heights 
Libraries, or to make a donation to the 
fund, should contact Nancy Levin at 
216-932-3600 x240 or nlevin@height-
slibrary.org.

Mike McGraw
Cleveland Heights resident and member 
of Friends of the Heights Libraries

New city manager: this job description takes 
us in the wrong direction

Fran Mentch

Cleveland Heights has hired a consult-
ing group to conduct the search for a 
new city manager. Mayor Ed Kelley has 
been quoted as saying that search could 
cost between $60,000–$125,000.
 I hope everyone who is interested 
in this expensive process and impor-
tant decision will go online and read 
the job description being used to guide 
the search. It is available at the Novak 
Consulting Group website. 
 Three things stand out: a bachelor’s 
degree is a required qualification; the 
hiring range is $130,000–$150,000; 
and the person must live in Cleveland 
Heights.
•  A bachelor’s degree is required for 

qualification and a master’s degree is 
only a preferred qualification. This 
wording, required vs. preferred, will 
be used to justify the hiring decision. 
In today’s world and in our area, a 
renowned educational center, is a 
bachelor’s degree an acceptable quali-
fication?

•  How many people do you know who 
earn a salary of $130,000–$150,000 
with a bachelor’s degree? Anyone? How 
many people do you know who earn 
this salary, no matter what their educa-
tion? Requiring a bachelor’s degree is 
setting the bar too low for this job and 
this level of compensation.

•  Residency in the City of Cleveland 
Heights is required. You are probably 
thinking “Oh, the person has to MOVE 
to Cleveland Heights.” That’s what I 
thought when I first read it. But it does 
not say that. Please read it for yourself 

and come to your own conclusion.
 Why was this job description writ-
ten in this way? Call me a conspiracy 
theorist if you must, but clearly this job 
description was written to justify hiring 
Susanna O’Neil. She is a longtime city 
employee and currently the acting city 
manager. Furthermore, she is on record 
saying she wants this position.
 For decades O’Neil has been the 
director of community services, which 
includes community relations and the 
operation of parks and recreation facili-
ties. Whatever your opinion of her per-
formance in that role, her performance 
does not appear to justify promotion to 
city manager.
 She pushed hard to demolish Denison 
Pool without community discussion or 
data to substantiate this decision. Deni-
son Pool served the section of the city 
with one of the largest concentrations of 
African-American children and poor chil-
dren living in single-family households.
 She did nothing to help preserve 
Oakwood as a Metropark and she made 
no effort to engage the community in a 
discussion about this green space.
 Despite adequate funding and many 
years of experience, O’Neil demon-
strates limited ability to leverage Cain 
Park as a community amenity.
 Hiring a city manager gives us an 
opportunity for new ideas. If the Cleve-
land Heights City Council conducts an 
expensive job search—using a Cincinnati 
firm—and  then hires Susanna O’Neil, 
which they could have done spending 
zero dollars, it will be another example 
of our mediocre government at work.
 We deserve better.

Fran Mentch is a 23-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights and a civic activist.

The right start 
      lasts a lifetime

Now eNrolliNg for 
fall 2013
a focus oN:
•  Lifelong academic learning
•  Building relationships
•  Curiosity and creativity
•  Mastery of feelings/self-control
•  Problem solving
•  Self advocacy

feaTuriNg:
•  Daily fresh, local, natural lunch
•  Outdoor playgrounds • Indoor gym
•  Community garden
•  Bright, spacious classrooms
•  Convenient location
•  Abundant parking

Schedule a visit  to learn about
our individualized curriculum
and unique team approach.
Call Educational Director 
Barbara Streeter at (216) 929-0194.

19910 Malvern Road, Shaker Heights, OH 44122
(216) 991-4472  •  www.hannaperkins.org

Hanna Perkins School
PRESCHOOL • KINDERGARTEN • TODDLER PROGRAmS

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior
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2482 Fairmount Blvd, • Cleveland Hts, OH 44106 • 216.231.8585 •  lunabakerycafe.com
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• CREPES

• PANINI

• SALADS

• IRRESISTIBLE

   TREATS

Carpet Specials
2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)
1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation 
w/ Premium Pad

In Store Payment Plan 
(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*

Bring this ad and  
recieve a discount!
Discount NOT valid on specials!

www.shorecarpet2.com

Shore 
Carpet II 
216-531-9105

854 East 185th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

Mon-Tue 10-6
Wed 10-5
Thu 10-7
Fri 10-4
Sat 10-3

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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 What’s your favorite artifact?
We’ll help you show it off

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
nOVEmBER 19, 2012
All council members were present.

Merger of fire departments
On Tuesday, Dec. 4, there will be a town hall 
meeting to discuss the consultant’s report regard-
ing the merger of the University Heights and 
Shaker Heights fire departments. The full report 
is posted on the city’s website and council will 
be seeking responses from residents.

Transportation for seniors
The use of STC (Senior Transportation Connec-
tion) to provide transportation for senior citizens 
will continue on a month-to-month basis while 
council looks into providing a broader range 
of services.

Safety department clock synchronization
Council authorized the purchase of a GPS 
Clock Synchronization system for the police 
department from Independence Communi-

cation Systems, which included installation, 
for $11,699. A recent investigation revealed 
that the clocks in the fire department were 
not synchronized with those in the police de-
partment, so 911 calls weren’t synchronized 
with the cars. It is standard for cities to have 
this function and the cost was budgeted for 
this year.

Estate tax revenue
An ordinance was presented on first reading to 
transfer from the general fund to the capital im-
provement fund all estate tax revenue in excess 
of the budgeted estate tax revenue. This will 
be the last year for cities to receive estate tax 
revenues (except for minor funds from estates still 
in process).

Housing court costs
An ordinance to permit the assessment of court 
costs for legal proceedings to enforce the housing 
code was presented on first reading. If a housing 

case initiated by the city cannot be brought to 
the judge because the named individual cannot 
be located or fails to appear, the Shaker Heights 
municipal Court will pass along the cost to the City 
of University Heights. This ordinance would allow 
the city to then apply those fees to the property’s 
taxes for collection.

Inspection fees
An ordinance to change inspection fees was 
presented on first reading. The city currently has a 
lower cost than surrounding communities for point-
of-sale inspections, which are very time consuming 
for the building department.

2012 income tax receipts
Larry Heiser, finance director, reported that the 
city is on target for income tax receipts in 2012, 
with an increase of 1.5 percent. One percent of 
this increase is due to the increase in the city’s 
income tax rate.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LwV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

UH Town Hall meeting Jan. 10 to explore  fire 
services consolidation

Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat/ 4-9 p.m.

 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Expires  Jan. 31, 2013. Not valid with other 
offers/discounts. 1 per table. 

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Buy 1 entree or 
appetizer, get 1 
free with this ad.
Good at Cedar-Fairmount and 
Beachwood Place food court. RATES START AT $45. PER MONTH

2843 WASHINGTON BLVD., CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118
(IN THE COVENTRY BUILDING)
216.320.6890 / THEOPENOFFICE.NET

Kim Sergio Inglis

A second Town Hall meeting to discuss 
the possible consolidation of fire services 
between University Heights and Shaker 
Heights will be held on Thursday, Jan. 10, at 
7 p.m. at University Heights City Hall.
 University Heights Mayor Susan 
Infeld announced the upcoming meeting 
in her December newsletter, and wrote, 
“The possible consolidation of our city’s 
fire services with those of Shaker Heights 
has been studied by a consultant over the 
past year. Earlier this month, on Dec. 4, 
the topic of consolidating fire services 
between the two cities was discussed at 
a Town Hall meeting at city hall.”
 That earlier Town Hall meeting was 
not well attended. “Only five residents 

came,” said Infeld, “and two spoke and 
gave their feedback on the proposed 
consolidation. Council and I thought 
it would a good idea to have a second 
meeting, to encourage residents to come 
and share their views.”
 Mayor Infeld also invites residents to 
contact her and members of University 
Heights City Council, by phone or e-
mail, to share their thoughts on the pro-
posal. Contact information for the mayor 
and council members can be found on 
the city’s website, www.universityheights.
com, and residents can view a copy of the 
consultant’s report there as well.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker Farm 
Historic District in Cleveland Heights.
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Homemade Soup | Artisan Sandwiches | Gourmet Salads | Fresh Baked Goods 

Our beautiful Garden Oasis was 
recently featured on the Heights 
Heritage Home and Garden Tour.

Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
Thursday - Saturday: 11:00 am - 8:30 pm

2483 LEE BOULEVARD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.371.3050
WWW.BARLESOUPANDSANDWICH.COM
INFO@BARLESOUPANDSANDWICH.COM

Bring in this ad and receive 10% off your next 
food or non-alcoholic beverage purchase.

LET ME  
PUT THIS  
IN YOUR YARD 

 One of the groups that emerged 
from Mosbrook’s Arabica open-mic 
events was Odd Girl Out, which fea-
tured Anne E. DeChant. DeChant has 
gone on to a career with some national 
success as a singer, songwriter and gui-
tarist. While hosting the open-mic 
nights, Mosbrook has been pursuing 
his own professional solo career, which 
began in 1988 at the old Bank Street 
Café downtown. 
 At one point, he took a break from 
performing to study recording technol-
ogy at Lakeland Community College. 
Around 2004, however, Mosbrook was 
becoming frustrated with his music ca-
reer. “It was a period when I just burned 
out,” he said. “It was getting harder and 
harder to find places where you could 
play and get paid. The coffee houses 
and book stores just wanted musicians 
to play for free.”
 In an attempt to quit smoking, Mos-
brook started running. Working up to 
20–30 miles a week, he decided to train 
for Ironman triathlons. In 2007, he com-
peted in his first Ironman competition, 
which consists of a consecutive 2.4-mile 
swim, 112-mile bike race and a 26.2-mile 
run.  
 He successfully competed in another 
triathlon, but in 2009, he injured his 
spinal cord. He underwent surgery at the 
Cleveland Clinic and physical therapy at 
the MetroHealth Medical Center.
 As a result of the injury, Mosbrook, 
who still has to walk with a cane, turned 
his focus back to his music. The first 
song he wrote was appropriately called, 
“Back on My Feet Again.”  He has since 
written more than 20 songs about his 
recovery. In 2011, he released a CD 
called “Little by Little.” As the liner 

notes state, the music on the album “cel-
ebrates Charlie Mosbrook’s unwavering 
determination to overcome adversity.” 
That same year, he released another 
CD, “Coverage: The Songs of Charlie 
Mosbrook.” On that album, several 
local artists cover some of Mosbrook’s 
best-known songs.
 Mosbrook is currently working on 
a new CD. In addition to that, he hosts 
programs about Woody Guthrie at librar-
ies throughout the region, and on the 
first Monday of every month, he offers a 
song-writing workshop at the Coventry 
Village Library, though it’s still the open-
mic nights that he enjoys the most. 
 If you stop by the one at the Phoenix 
on Coventry, you’ll see a wide range of 
musicians, from folks in their 60s and 70s 
to college students, and, on one recent 
night, a girl who was just 12 years old.  If 
you haven’t been to one of these events, 
you should be sure to check it out. 

James Henke lives in Cleveland Heights. 
He is a former editor and writer for Roll-
ing Stone, and he has written several books, 
including biographies of John Lennon, Bob 
Marley and Jim Morrison.   

mosbrook continued from page 1
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216-932-9755
Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462 

Heating Tune-Up/Safety
 Inspection Special
    

If your furnace quits, suddenly winter isn’t so pretty !

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes 
of labor, parts additional. Valid 
during normal workday hours only 
(M-F; 8-3:30). Not valid with 
any other discount. Payment 
due at time of service. Must 
be scheduled prior to 3/31/13.
Pricing based on single system. 

HEATING    /    COOLING    /    PLUMBING    /   SPECIALIZING IN STEAM & HOT WATER SYSTEMS

only $104

Owned and operated by 
4th generation Hann brothers.

Hannheatingcooling.com  

through Mister Brisket’s Salamis to 
the Troops campaign. Hank Kornblut, 
owner of Mister Brisket on Taylor Road 
in Cleveland Heights, started the pro-
gram in 2009 when a special request 
from a customer got him thinking.
 Customer Max Chandler, a veteran 
of Vietnam and Desert Storm, walked in 
to Mister Brisket and asked Kornblut if 
he could ship some beef to his son, Cor-
mac, who was serving in Afghanistan. 
At first, Kornblut told him it wasn’t 
possible. “Because beef is perishable, 
it would have to be kept frozen; I just 
didn’t see how we could do it,” he re-
called. “Then, I thought about it again. 
Salami is cured, already cooked, and will 
keep for a long time.”
 Kornblut researched proper pack-
aging and shipping and then decided to 
ask his other customers if they would 
like to participate. “My goal the first 
year was to ship about 100 salamis,” 
said Kornblut. “By mid-December, we 
had shipped more than 400.” In the last 
three years, Mister Brisket has shipped 
more than 1,000 salamis to members of 
the United States armed forces in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.
 Customers purchase the salamis, 
which are sent either to service mem-
bers specified by those customers or 
to those on a list compiled by Mister 
Brisket, suggested by members of 
the community. “Anyone who knows 
someone in the armed services can add 
that person’s name to our list,” said 
Kornblut. “It’s been a popular way for 
our customers to show their admiration 
and support for the troops, even if they 
don’t know anyone currently serving 
personally.”
 Each salami is $20. Kornblut 
packages Vienna all-beef salamis with 

a card and personal message, if the 
donor desires, along with a bottle of 
Cleveland’s favorite Stadium Mustard. 
“It’s important for us to send the best 
quality,” said Kornblut. “That is what 
Mister Brisket is known for, and our 
troops deserve nothing less.”
 Mister Brisket has received sev-
eral thank-you letters from soldiers in 
the field, many of which are posted at  
www.misterbrisket.com/other-servicessend-
salamis-to-the-troops/salamis-to-the-troops/. 
Kornblut also created a video to explain 
the program to potential donors. In the 
video, Kornblut describes the response 
from a first-grade class at Noble El-
ementary School in Cleveland Heights. 
One year, each student in Cathy Sh-
ramo’s class created a handmade card, 
which was included in the package with 
the salamis.
 “We became involved with the 
project through one of my parents at 
Noble, Jane Williams,” said Shramo, 
who now teaches first grade at Roxboro 
Elementary School. “We wrote letters 
to the troops thanking them for their 
efforts, and the parents donated money 
to buy the salamis to go with the cards. 
I talked with my students about why we 
were sending the cards, and why people 
were overseas during the holidays. It was 
fun, and we heard back from several of 
the soldiers.”
 Mister Brisket will continue to ship 
salamis into February and is seeking 
the names of recipients for this year’s 
program. To submit a name or donate 
a salami, visit www.misterbrisket.com or 
call 216-932-8620.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

mister brisket continued from page 1

Charlie Mosbrook.
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hellac-ed!!Set G

Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm, Wed 8 am - 8 pm, 
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm, Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

216.321.7889  •  216.421.8380
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

www.QBDS.net
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TREAT YOURSELF
shellac manicure for just $30.00*
with Lily or Mandi only

soak-off additional charge 

216.321.8880 ext. 247
2537 Lee Road Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

OPEN HOUSE !
Thursday, 
1/17/2013 
9:30-11am

We are a Church of the 
Saviour Co-op family.
Find out why at:

www.coopnurseryschool.org

CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR
CO-OP NURSERY SCHOOL

CIA’s Continuing Education program includes a wide range of 
courses in art and design taught by accomplished faculty, in a 
dynamic, friendly and well-equipped learning environment.  

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged

Do what 
you love

thewinespotonline.com
2271 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights

p 216.342.3623

your spot for 
retail wine & beer

Foreclosed properties are hot topic at neighborhood meeting
Harvey Zvi Ofer

The intensity stirred by the issue of fore-
closed properties, bank walk-aways, va-
cant, poorly maintained and otherwise 
troubled properties in our neighbor-
hoods was evident at the Neighbor-2-
Neighbor meeting held on Nov. 27. The 
date coincided with the first anniversary 
of the Grant Deming Forest Hill His-
toric District, which, in sponsoring the 
event, invited the participation of the 
Cain Park Neighborhood Association. 
Both of these newly formed neighbor-
hood groups have been responsive to 
problem properties on our streets.
 A discussion on the topic of Housing 
and Neighborhood Stability was led by 
Zach Germaniuk. Will Dugar, host of the 
meeting, described Germaniuk as having 
“confronted some of the worst remnants 
of the housing crisis, which formed the 
basis for his paper ‘Stalled Foreclosures 
and the Need for Positive Action.” 
 Germaniuk’s experience with prop-
erty problems in his hometown of War-
ren, Ohio, with the Detroit-Shoreway 
Community Development Corporation, 
and his education at Cleveland Marshall 
College of Law give him a unique per-
spective and a passion for the subject. 
 Germaniuk described the problems 
neighborhoods are experiencing as 
fallout from the recession of 2008 that 

began with the bursting of the housing 
bubble. Deregulation, combined with 
the government’s policy of pushing 
home ownership through Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, encouraged “funny 
practices” in the real estate and bank-
ing sectors with minimum safeguards. 
When the bubble burst, all the flaws 
in the real estate/finance system that 
allowed over-valued homes to be pur-
chased by under-qualified buyers were 
stressed to the point of collapse.
 Homeowners were unable to keep 
up payments, and many saw the value 
of their homes drop beneath the bal-
ance of their mortgages. Banks, too, 
when forced to build up an inventory of 
foreclosed homes, found that they could 
not fetch, at sheriffs’ sales, the amount 
needed to cover the remaining balances 
on the loans that they were holding.
 The rising number of foreclosed and 
abandoned properties began to challenge 
neighborhood stability, as these vacant 
homes became a burden to remaining 
and viable property owners.
 Germaniuk suggested neighbor-
hood strategies to proactively deal with 
the issue, to prevent wider and deeper 
damage to the community.
 He explained the seven situations in-
dicative of troubled real estate—exterior 
maintenance issues, demolished homes 
and vacant lots, landlord-tenant relation-

ships, probate status, foreclosure, prop-
erty tax overview and tax lien certificates. 
Each must be overcome when trying to 
remedy any given property.
 Germaniuk emphasized that neigh-
borhoods should not expect quick 
results. Each piece of real estate must 
be viewed on a case-by-case basis. Com-
munities need to identify and leverage 
local resources, and coordinate action 
to achieve success.
 It is necessary to develop a neigh-
borhood plan. This should begin by 
establishing a goal to guide the process, 
and following through to see that the 
plan is carried out.
 Germaniuk stressed that “the initia-
tive needs to come from the grassroots 
level, and not be imposed externally.” 
From a legal and ownership sense, neigh-
borhood groups are not directly involved 
participants in any given property in the 
way that “vectors of influence” are, such 
as city government, private developers, 
landlords, speculators, various public 
and private institutions, and lien-holding 
banks. They are, however, the ones most 
affected.
 Concerned residents and neigh-
borhood groups should be proactive 
and join together to remedy each situ-
ation. In doing so, they may “serve as 
a bridge to major players and to other 
concerned parties. Individuals with 
knowledge and technical expertise 
brainstorm and experiment with differ-
ent approaches to form an appropriate 
level of organization.”
 In order to create a plan, facts are 
needed. These are generally a matter of 

public record and can be gathered by per-
sonal interview or by direct observation. 
 In describing tactics and strategies, 
Germaniuk suggested that local resourc-
es, such as local government, courts and 
universities, should be tapped. Noting 
that much can be accomplished by grass-
roots volunteer groups, he added that 
there are various methods and modes of 
organization available to private citizens 
seeking to counter the harmful effects 
of troubled properties—by utilizing 
neighborhood resources effectively and 
by focusing on preventative measures, 
which may not necessarily be a top prior-
ity of public officials.
 Anyone interested in becoming 
involved with the issue of troubled 
properties in the Heights should con-
tact either the Grant Deming Forest 
Hills Historic District (Sarah Wean at 
swclevehts@yahoo.com) or the Cain 
Park Neighborhood Association (Peter 
Titas at petertitas@yahoo.com).

Harvey Zvi Ofer, a lifelong resident of Cleve-
land Heights, is a member of the Cain Park 
Neighborhood Association, an architect and 
owner of HZO Architects.
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A boarded up house in Cleveland Heights.
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It’s how I treat all my customers. And you can be 
sure I’ll always do my best to meet your needs. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Honesty. Respect. 
Professionalism. 
Courtesy.

1101016.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

www.betsywarnerinsurance.com  

CLEVELAND HTS   
(216) 320-9761     
1812 COVENTRY RD, 
across from the parking garage 
SleepSourceUSA.com

 

20 year 
non-prorated 
warranty—
the longest 
in the 
industry.

Provides 
comfort, 
spinal 
support and
circulation.

100% Natural Latex Mattress

 As featured at 
Blackberry Farm

Achieve a Healthy Body, 
a Peaceful Mind and 

a Balanced Life in 2013

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village

Solutions For Your Resolutions!

S

Loving Hands 
   Yoga & Reiki

10% OFF FOR new YOga StudentS

Wishing you a warm and 
cuddly New Year.

ahhh...
Cartoon by Ham Khan | Reprinted from Funny Times. 

ph: 216.371.8600 » WWW.FUNNYTIMES.COM 24 pages of humor, politics and fun »

Custom floral 
design for 
over 60 
years!

lowervill F (216) 932-7550 e

Hours M-F  9am-5:30pm • SAT 9am-1pm  
2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 
e-mail: flowerville216@aol.com  • www.flowerville.net 

24 hr. secure online ordering 
www.flowerville.net 

Michael Day 

Susie Kaeser 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment 
of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, 
affects all indirectly.” Martin Luther King, 
April 16, 1963, Birmingham, Ala.
 Public spaces, especially those that 
honor the ideas and accomplishments 
of exceptional contributors to our de-
mocracy, have a big effect on me. So I 
wasn’t surprised to find myself almost 
vibrating with renewed determination 
and commitment to the common good 
after my first visit to the Martin Luther 
King Memorial.
 I was in Washington on the weekend 
following the election. Fresh off a very 
intense campaign, and brimming with 
renewed hope for progress in building 
a more just society, I was ripe for in-
spiration. The one-mile walk from my 
hotel to the memorial took me past the 
Washington Monument and the Lincoln 
Memorial, glorious tributes to the best of 
American history. There, tucked in close 
to the Tidal Basin, across from the Jeffer-
son Memorial, and next to the rambling 
FDR Memorial, stands a huge statue of 
Dr. King surrounded by a grand, granite 
inscription wall where excerpts from 14 
of King’s speeches are etched in stone, 
memorialized for the ages.
 The best communicators—musi-

cians, authors, preachers, artists, teach-
ers—use their respective languages to 
evoke the essence of what matters. Those 
14 quotes demonstrate ever so clearly this 
man’s earned place in history, based on both 
his actions and his incomparable capacity 
to capture, in a few words, essential ideas, 
deep moral values, and direction for real-
izing the best of the human condition. 
 I reviewed each quote several times 
and recognized one that contributed to 
my own growth as an activist: “We are 
caught in an inescapable network of mu-
tuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly.”
 This is the core idea that helped me, an 
inexperienced young idealist in the 1960s, 
know that I had a place in the struggle to 
contribute to a more just society. It clari-
fied that I did not need to be in the iden-
tifiably oppressed class to be a legitimate 
participant in making change. Activism in 
support of justice, fairness and equality 
is not an act of charity—whatever your 
relative power—because everyone benefits 
when life is just, and everyone suffers when 
it is not.  This understanding drew me to 
cherish the concept of the common good 
and helped me jump in with both feet.
 My visit to the Martin Luther King 
Memorial renewed my appreciation for 
the brilliance of this wise leader. I try to 
honor his legacy by keeping the common 
good in the forefront of my actions.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board of 
Parents for Public Schools. 

MLK’s precise words inspire
THe CoMMon 
gooD
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January Senior Citizen Happenings
Senior Citizen Happenings are spon-
sored by the City of University Heights. 
Events take place on Thursdays at 2 
p.m. at the University Heights Library. 
For information, and to suggest top-
ics for future programs, contact the 
University Heights Office for Senior 
Services at 216-397-0336.

Jan. 10: Jennifer Peck, partner in the 
law firm of Budish, Solomon, Steiner & 
Peck, Ltc., will discuss aspects of estate 
planning, probate avoidance, elder law, 
and use of wills and trusts.

Jan. 17: The speaker will be An-
nemarie Grassi, who is celebrating ten 
years as executive director for Open 
Doors Academy, a unique, nonprofit 

after-school program that nurtures the 
personal development and academic 
achievement of grade school and high 
school students.

Jan. 24: Dan Coughlin, legendary 
Cleveland sports journalist, will talk 
about his new book, Pass the Nuts, and 
the people and events he has chronicled 
in the world of sports over his colorful 
40-year career.

Jan. 31: Lisa Purdy, chief executive of-
ficer for the Cleveland-based nonprofit, 
Council of International Programs, will 
discuss the council's 50-year mission of 
promoting international understanding 
through professional development and 
innovative cross-cultural exchange.

Support local independent 
merchants.
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Guess what I dId today? I formed a hypothesis! I played the starring role!
I explored world cultures! I spoke a foreign language!

3 out of 3 stars

www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Preschool / Day School Open House
For the 2013-2014 School Year

Sunday, January 13 // 1-2:30 PM
Learn more about our award-winning early Childhood Programs and

meet our exceptional teachers and staff.

Register* online by clicking on the Open House Banner or Events Tab at TheMusicSettlement.org.
For more information about our Early Childhood Education Programs, call 216-421-5806, ext. 160

*This is an adults-only event. Your child must turn 3 years old by December 31, 2013 to be eligible 
for admission in the 2013-2014 Early Childhood Programs.

Programs are generously funded by:

Chili Cook-off raises $1,700 
for CH youth recreation fund
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Cleveland Heights Division of Parks 
and Recreation and the Recreation Ad-
visory Board hosted its first-ever Chili 
Cook-Off on Nov. 3 at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center. Eight lo-
cal restaurants participated: Cedar Lee 
Pub, Inn on Coventry, Tommy’s restau-
rant, New Heights Grill, O’Rielly’s Pub, 
Rockefellers, Zagara’s Marketplace and 
Barlé Soup & Sandwich. Whole Foods, 
Starbucks and On the Rise provided 
artisan breads and pastries. 
 Entries were judged by a panel of 
community members, including Joel 
Borwick, former owner of Seitz-Agin 
Hardware and president of the Heights 
Youth Center’s board of directors.
 O’Rielly’s Pub won the award for 
Most Authentic Chili, New Heights 

Grill was voted Spiciest, Zagara’s Mar-
ketplace was deemed Most Creative, 
and Barlé Soup & Sandwich won the 
People’s Choice award.
 The event raised $1,700 for the 
Heights Youth Recreation Fund, which 
provides scholarships and reduced rates 
for Cleveland Heights youths to partici-
pate in the city’s recreation programs 
and leagues.
 “I am so proud of the support from 
the community, considering a lot of resi-
dents were still without power thanks to 
Hurricane Sandy,” said Alissa Branford, 
chair of the cook-off. “This is sure to 
be an event that only gets bigger each 
year.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Chili Cook-off 2012 winners with Mayor ed Kelley and members of the judging panel.

He previously won the award in 2008.
 Mayor Infeld’s proclamation stated 
that “Pucella is well-regarded by his fel-
low employees in the city and is known 
to go the extra mile while performing 
his job, thus bringing accolades from 
residents and reflecting honorably on 
his fellow employees and the city.”
 Mayor Infeld also awarded cer-
tificates of recognition to other city 
employees, based on feedback she had 
received about them from community 
members.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

John pucella receives his proclamation from Mayor 
Susan Infeld.

person of the year continued from page 1
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January 1- January 15 
 

The New Year is all about making healthy choices. 
Here are 3 to choose from: 

 

1. Start for $0 with a 12-month registration of only $30/month 
2. Start for $29 with a 6-month registration of only $33/month 
3. 10 classes for $80 

 
 
 
 

 
Call Mary Beth for more information: 
(440) 542-0246 or (440) 655-5394 

or in person at: 
 
 

 

Call (440) 542-0246 for more information 
 

M/W/Th 9:30 a.m.  
S. Euclid Methodist Church  
1534 S. Green Road 
 

M/T/W/Th 6:30 p.m. / Sat. 8:45 a.m.  
NEW: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

Keep our community unique; 
support local independent 

merchants
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Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Happy Hour Weekdays

Party Room Weekends

Voted Best of Heights

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
nOVEmBER 19, 2012
Cheryl L. Stephens was absent.

County health services
Council renewed an agreement with the 
Cuyahoga County General Health District for 
public health services for 2013 at the same 
cost as 2012: $177,105 for mandated services 
and $70,000 for additional nonmandated 
services.

Certificate of occupancy fees
Council increased the certificate of occupancy 
fee for the first unit in any residential rental prop-
erty from $100 to $150 per year, and increased 
the maximum fee from $1,100 to $1,150. Fees 
for additional units will remain at $25 per unit 
and certificates issued after June 30 of the year 
will be half of each specific amount.

Solid waste fee increase
Council increased the solid waste collection 
fee to $11.50 per month, which will be billed 
as landfill fee on the monthly water bill. The 
sewage treatment fee for families receiving 
homestead rates will remain three dollars per 
month.

City’s fiber network
Council authorized an agreement with Time 
warner Cable to maintain the city’s fiber insti-
tutional network, which provides interconnec-
tions among city departments. Beginning Jan. 
1, the ten-year agreement will cost $2,722.25 

per month.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

DECEmBER 3, 2012
Janine R. Boyd was absent.

Resolution opposing state legislation
Presented on first reading was a resolution express-
ing council’s strong opposition to Ohio House 
Bill 601, which proposes “uniformity measures 
for municipal income tax in the form of unfunded 
mandates and a substantial loss of revenue.” 
Cheryl Stephens, council member, ardently stated 
that council members do not want Columbus to tell 
the city how to collect taxes through oversight of 
municipal procedures and administration. This res-
olution urges dialogue between the Ohio General 
Assembly and municipalities to gain consensus on 
issues regarding local income tax laws.

2920 Noble Road
Council authorized the purchase of 2920 noble 
Road, a long-vacant commercial property that 
was previously a medic Drugstore and a Pick-
n-Pay supermarket, for $100,000. The building, 
condemned in June, needs to be demolished and 
the property prepared for future economic devel-
opment. The county land bank and the economic 
development fund will help with the purchase.

Meadowbrook-Lee development
Council passed two resolutions regarding the 
meadowbrook-Lee development project. The 
developer was chosen for this $11-million pro-

ject through a request for proposal process. The 
city has acquired the land in phases, now has 
total control, and has remediated environmental 
hazards. Attempts to develop began in 2007. 
The first resolution authorizes the agreement with 
meadowbrook-Lee Development Partners, LLC 
for the sale and redevelopment of the property at 
2223 Lee Road. The second resolution approves 
community reinvestment area tax incentives and 
includes a compensation agreement with the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights Board of 
Education. Dennis wilcox, vice mayor, acknowl-
edged that this is an 11-year, 80-percent tax abate-
ment, but pointed out that the property currently 
generates no taxes of any kind. He thanked the 
school board for its support and noted that under 
this agreement two-thirds of the taxes generated 
will go to the schools.

Building registration fees
Council raised the fees for registration of vacant 
dwelling and business structures from $50 to 
$100 per year to cover the costs of inspection 
and monitoring. Council also raised registration 
fees for dwelling and business structures with out-
of-county owners to $100 per year.

Upgrading Mayfield Road traffic signals
Council authorized application for Federal Sur-
face Transportation Program and/or Congestion 
mitigation/Air Quality funds from the northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency. The funds 
would upgrade the mayfield Road traffic signal 

system to improve safety and reduce congestion 
at an estimated cost of $3.715 million. The city 
will be responsible for 20 percent of the cost in 
matching funds.

Power cots for rescue squad
Council approved the purchase of three power 
cots with power loads for the Fire Department 
Rescue Squad at a cost of $111,285.63, which 
is lower than the state purchasing program 
price.

FirstEnergy meeting
Jason Stein, council member, commented that a 
productive meeting with the CEO of FirstEnergy 
CEI yielded a promise to propose upgrades to 
the Cleveland Heights power grid.

Abandoned dog
mayor Ed Kelley said that the dog that had 
recently been shot and left chained in Forest 
Hill Park is now recovering in a foster home, 
and donations to PAwS are needed for medical 
expenses. He vowed that the perpetrator would 
be found and brought to justice.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

FirstEnergy meets with City of Cleveland 
Heights to address power outage concerns

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed Kelley 
and Council Member Jason Stein met 
with John Skory, president of CEI 
(FirstEnergy), on Dec. 3 to discuss the 
city’s concerns about the company’s 
handling of the power outage caused 
by Hurricane Sandy. Both Kelley and 
Stein had expressed frustration at a 
Nov. 7 city council meeting, and Stein 
had requested a meeting in a letter he 
sent to Anthony J. Alexander, presi-
dent and CEO of FirstEnergy, that 
same day.
 The storm caused the down-
ing of several trees and power lines. 
More than 11,500 Cleveland Heights 
residents lost power, and many were 
without power for more than five 
days.
 Stein reported that Skory “made a 
strong verbal commitment to improve 
FirstEnergy’s storm preparation and 
management, as well as reduce the 
non-storm-related power outages that 
occur in the city.” Skory asked for an 
opportunity to show that “positive 

changes will be made,” and committed 
to returning within a month “to share 
a plan for the city’s power grid with a 
detailed map that will identify problem 
areas and offer resolutions to these 
problems.”
 Skory also said that FirstEnergy will, 
in the future, call Cleveland Heights 
City Hall prior to any predicted major 
storms, to keep the city informed, and 
will have conference calls to respond to 
residents’ concerns. Stein reported that 
Skory committed to “having dedicated 
crews in Cleveland Heights that will be 
here during a storm and will not leave 
until the storm is over and all power has 
been restored.”
 “I am hopeful that from the unfor-
tunate mismanagement of the storm 
will now come a positive outcome for 
all residents of Cleveland Heights, with 
improvements to our electrical grid 
and services across the entire city,” said 
Stein.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Parenting 101 for elementary school parents

Charniece Holmes

Q: I thought I was well qualified for 
parenthood. I graduated from college, 
married an intelligent person, read all the 
right books, attended parenting classes, 
and consulted with friends and family 
about preschool programs. I thought my 
child was well prepared for kindergarten, 
but at my son’s parent-teacher confer-
ence in November, I found out that the 
son who was wonderful and gifted in my 
eyes was not on track to be reading in 
January, like the rest of his classmates. 
Someone forgot to tell me that kinder-
garten was the new first grade. Do you 
have any suggestions for what I can do to 
improve my child’s reading skills?

A: There are many parent-tested tips 
for improving your child’s reading skills 
in grades K–3:
•  Find a time daily when everyone stops, 

drops and reads for 30 minutes.
•  Use technology to encourage reading.
•  Meet with your child’s teacher to 

clarify specific areas where he might 
need additional support, such as 
comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, 
phonics and phonemic awareness.

•  Limit access to television and video 
games on school nights.

•  Obtain a library card and encourage 
your child to sign out an equal number 
of videos and games as books.

•  Model a two-way conversation by 
having your child discuss her school 
day and after-school activities.

•  Expose your child to a variety of 
reading genres—fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, online newspapers and maga-
zines and comics.

•  Make reading fun and exciting by 
dramatizing the characters. Replace 
character names with your child’s 
name. 

•  Let your child create a picture walk of 
the book and predict what he thinks 
the story is about.

•  Ask your child questions about the 
book’s theme, characters, setting, 
story ending, and how she might 
respond in a similar situation. En-
courage her to think of an alternate 
title or ending.

•  Allow your child to select just right 
books by using the five-finger test. 
If he misses less than two words 
per page, it might be too easy. If he 
misses three words it is a just-right 
book. If he misses five words or 
more per page, the book might be 
too difficult

•  Take turns reading with your child. 
You read a paragraph or page and 
then let her read one.

•  Let your child attempt to figure out 
an unfamiliar word by looking at the 
pictures for clues and looking for a 
word he recognizes.

•  Keep a supply of paper, pens, pencils 
and markers available so that your 
child can create books and journals.

 One parent we worked with told us 
that her son, as part of the college appli-
cation process, wrote an essay about an 
influential person in his life: his mother. 
He wrote about the time he spent with 
her for one hour, four days a week, dur-
ing a three-month period, using some of 
the strategies mentioned above. By the 
beginning of first grade, he was reading 
at a fourth grade level. He was accepted 
into 9 of the 13 colleges he applied to us-
ing that essay. Working with your child 
to help develop her reading skills will be 
worth  the effort, resources and time. 

Charniece Holmes is a school connections 
coordinator with Family Connections. Her 
children are in college, but she remembers 
the joys and challenges of being a working 
parent with school-age children.

3,
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3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights,  OH 44118  

Summer Ruffing It! 
Summer camps for Ages 3-14

June 17 - July 26, 2013 

For more information or 
to register online please go to:
www.ruffingmontessori.net/camps

A New year. A new you. A new celebration.

Spygna classes (yoga and indoor cycling combined) | Yoga | Indoor cycling | Circuit training and bootcamp classes | Pre/post natal yoga | Yoga for kids | Yoga teacher training | Indoor cycling teacher training

See for yourself what the buzz is all about!

Voted the 2012 Best Workout 
place in Cleveland Heights, 
Shaker Heights and Beachwood.

Bring this ad
to the

open house
for a free class!

Come celebrate the newly expanded 
spyngaFlows and discover the magical 
combination of indoor cycling and yoga.

Saturday, January 19, 2013
7 p.m. 
1846 Coventry Road, 2nd Floor
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Live music. Refreshments.

216-965-0310 
www.spyngaflows.com

Communion of Saints team moves on to districts in robotics competition
Amy Fischer

Take a daylong competition, eight boys, 
one girl, and expertly executed robot 
missions and presentations, and you 
end up with two trophies and another 
shot at doing your best. Welcome to the 
First Lego League (FLL) Lego Robotics 
Competition, held at Hathaway Brown 
on Dec. 1. The Communion of Saints 
School’s Saber Sockets team competed 
for the second year, and walked away 
winners in two categories. The team 
will move on to the district competi-
tion, to be held on Jan. 12 and 13 at the 
University of Akron.
 FLL introduces younger students to 
real-world engineering challenges as they 
build LEGO-based robots to complete 
tasks on a thematic playing surface. FLL 
teams, guided by their imaginations and 
adult coaches, discover exciting career 
possibilities and, through the process, 
learn to make positive contributions to 

society.
 The Saber Sockets team comprises 
students in grades five through eight: 
Nicholas Bislich, Zachary Boone, Gerry 
Daher, Desmond Fischer, Jenna Gor-
don, Henry Jacobs, Daniel Keenan, Ja-
cob Welsh and Andrew Winters. Parent 
volunteers Donald Bislich and Carolyn 
Broering-Jacobs coached the students. 
 There are three components to the 
FLL program: Lego robotics, real-world 
problem solving, and exhibiting FLL’s 
core values. These values include team-
work, finding solutions to the problem 
presented, honoring friendly competi-
tion, sharing experiences with others, 
and displaying coopertition (a FLL term 
for intense but friendly competition) 
and gracious professionalism while hav-
ing fun.
 In the robot performance stage 
of the competition, teams have three 
chances to run their robots through a 
series of tasks. Each task has a point 

value, and the more tasks the teams 
accomplish, the more points they earn. 
The Saber Sockets earned consistently 
high scores in each of the three robot 
performance rounds, and one round 
earned the team the highest score of the 
day. As a result, the Sockets took home 
the Robot Performance Award—the 
award for the highest performing robot 
in the competition.
 For the problem-solving portion 
of the program, the students started in 
early August to work on the problem 
presented by the FLL. This year’s prob-
lem concerned how best to improve the 
lives of senior citizens. The Saber Sock-
ets researched and met with their Senior 
Partners (the grandparents of one of the 
team members) to learn about the prob-
lems that seniors face. The team then 
identified one problem and developed 
its own innovative solution. At the com-
petition, team members conveyed the 
problem and their proposed solution in a skit. The judges then questioned team 

members about their research and their 
proposed solution.
 The Saber Sockets also earned the 
competition’s Inspiration Award for 
their enthusiasm and superior exhibi-
tion of FLL’s core values.
 Communion of Saints School offers 
Lego Robotics as one of its after-school 
enrichment courses. Communion of 
Saints School (formerly Saint Ann 
School) is located at 2160 Stillman Road 
in Cleveland Heights.

Amy Fischer is a member of the School Ad-
visory Committee and a past co-president of 
the PTO at Communion of Saints School, 
formerly Saint Ann School, in Cleveland 
Heights.

Gerry daher and Henry Jacobs run the pro-
grammed route for the Lego robot portion of the 
competition. Their run resulted in the highest score 
of the day out of all 20 teams.
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ALL HANDYMAN REPAIRS
Electrical • Plumbing / Heating 

Plaster / Drywall Repairs • Wood Floor Refinishing 
Carpentry • All Flooring • Bath & Kitchen Remodels 

Roofing • Violation Repairs

INTERIOR PAINTING
SNOW PLOWING

FOAM INSULATION
WINDOWS

STAY WARM & KEEP HEATING BILLS LOW
WITH NEW WINDOWS & INSULATION

(216) 533-2936 or (216) 321-9087

REASONABLE
RATES!

heights high senior to play in Army All-American game
Simone Quartell

Cleveland Heights High School senior 
Shelton Gibson was selected to play in 
the 2013 U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
at the Alamodome in San Antonio, 
Texas on Jan. 5. The game will be tele-
vised live on NBC. Gibson, a fourth-
year member of the Cleveland Heights 
Tigers team, was one of just 90 high 
school students nationally to be chosen 
for the game—the largest in the country 
for high school students. 
 Gibson is a wide receiver who was 
honored at the school on Nov. 29 when 
the Army presented him with his honor-
ary All-American jersey. Local soldiers, 
friends, family and teammates attended 
the ceremony. The event also recognized 
Coach Jeff Rotsky, who will accompany 
Gibson to the game, acknowledging that 
leadership and teamwork help develop 
each All-American.
 As a two-sport athlete, Gibson has 
excelled at both track and football. 
“He has an unbelievable talent and has 
not yet reached his full potential,” said 
Kristen Hughes, the school’s athletic 

director. “We are very proud of him and 
look forward to following his career.”
  “Having two players selected in 
consecutive years speaks volumes for 
our football program,” Hughes added. 
Last year, Heights High senior Kyle 
Dodson received the honor.
 The award was a surprise for Gib-
son, who is ranked 10th in the nation for 
wide receivers. “It is really great, but I 
definitely did not expect it,” he said. He 
credits several adults in his life for sup-
porting him in his football career. “My 
coaches have been great and, of course, 
my parents and grandparents.”
 Gibson’s mother, both his grand-
mothers, his aunt and his younger sister 
sat on the stage as he accepted his jersey. 
He thanked them for their support, say-
ing that without them, “I’d be nowhere.” 
 Gibson’s mother, Shalett, was “ec-
static” when she heard that her son had 
been selected for the game. She hopes 
he will continue to play football in col-
lege, although he is undecided about his 
next educational move.
 The other members of the football 
team also attended the ceremony and 
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12916 Larchmere Blvd
Cleveland OH 44120 216-229-7846

• Family owned/operated
•  Passionate car people – not 

just people who work on cars
•  They love us on Angie’s List; 

you will too.
Bring in this ad and get $10 off 
on any service

Try us; we’re different – really 

cheered loudly for their teammate. They 
lined up afterward to have their pictures 
taken with Gibson in his jersey.
 At the ceremony, American Fam-
ily Insurance presented the Gibson 
family with The Dream Protector All- 
American Family Award. It is given to an 
athlete and his or her family who have 
had an exceptional positive influence in 

their community. Achievements in both 
the classroom and in extracurricular 
activities are considered. 

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern. Joy Henderson, 
parent/community liaison at Heights High, 
also contributed to this article.

senior wide receiver shelton gibson receives an Army jersey and invitation to play in the All-American 
Army Bowl on Jan. 5. Presenting the award are 2nd lieutenant Kevin comisky (l) and staff sergeant 
Aric croone (R). 
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District names interim principal for Boulevard after placing principal on administrative leave
Kim Sergio Inglis

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District announced 
on Nov. 28 that Karen Muffley would 
be the interim principal of Boulevard 
Elementary School for the remainder of 
the 2012–13 school year.
 Katrinka Dean, principal of Boule-
vard, was placed on administrative leave 
on Nov. 1. Dean was named principal of 
Boulevard in June, and began work on 
Aug. 6.
 Angee Shaker, director of commu-
nications for the district, confirmed in a 
Dec. 11 e-mail that Dean was still being 
paid by the district. Her contract is for 
two years, at an annual salary of $104,712. 
 Muffley’s contract is as interim prin-
cipal, effective Nov. 26 through June 30. 
Her salary is $67,319 for that period (based 
on an annual salary of $105,788).
 The district is not commenting on 
the specific reason for the change in 
leadership at Boulevard.
 In a statement, Doug Heuer, district 
superintendent, said, “An incident at the 
school involving educational philosophy 
and decision-making did come into play, 
but there are a number of other strategic 
concerns that factored into recent deci-
sions. To isolate a single issue would not 

be a fair accounting of all that goes in to 
these kinds of decisions.”
 Saroya Queen-Tabor, a Boulevard par-
ent, said, “Going forward, we obviously 
want a more successful outcome with 
the next search. We wish to again discuss 
with the district those things we think are 
essential to leadership at Boulevard. And 
we are encouraging them to ‘think outside 
the box’ in finding the type of energy, com-
mitment, and focus our children deserve.”
 According to Shaker, the search for 
a new Boulevard principal will begin in 
March, “with recommendation to the 
board of education in May to allow time 
for transition before the school year 
ends.” She added, “There will be more 
parent involvement than previously, but 
the format has not yet been determined.”
 The search firm of Rachel Wixey 
and Associates conducted the search that 
brought Dean to the district.
 Muffley was identified as an interim 
principal candidate with assistance from 
the Cuyahoga County Educational 
Service Center and the Finding Lead-
ers Group. According to a district press 
release, Muffley has been an adjunct 
professor at the School of Education at 
the University of Akron and Ashland 
University, and retired from the Nordonia 
Hills School District after 16 years as prin-

cipal of two elementary school buildings. 
Prior to that, she served as an elementary 
school principal in the Copley-Fairlawn 
City School District in Summit County, 
and the Tuslaw Local School District in 
Stark County. She earned her doctorate 
in K–12 educational administration from 
the University of Akron.
 “Dr. Muffley draws on a record of 

success and years of experience as an el-
ementary building principal,” said Heuer. 
“She possesses all of the necessary skills 
to lead Boulevard during this transition 
time.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker Farm 
Historic District in Cleveland Heights.
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NOVEMBER 26, 2012
All board members were present.

Field trip
The board approved a field trip to Columbus 
for the Model U.N. Club, for grades 10–12, 
Dec. 9–11.

Interim Boulevard principal
The board appointed Karen Muffley as interim 
principal of Boulevard Elementary School.

Open enrollment policy
Joseph Micheller, director of special programs, 
presented a discussion of a Limited Open Enroll-
ment Policy.  The district would open spaces for 
students who do not live in the district, and the 
state would pay the state funded amount to the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights district.  
After discussion, the board was not ready to 

approve the policy for next year.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

NOVEMBER 27, 2012
All board members were present.

Goal setting
Kathy LaSota, director of school board service 
from the Ohio School Boards Association, 
facilitated a discussion about goal setting.  This 
was a continuation of the board retreat. LaSota 
will convert the results into goals and send them 
to the board.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

DECEMBER 4, 2012
Karen Jones, Nancy Peppler and Ron Register 
were present.

Library board interviews
It is the responsibility of the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Board of Education to appoint 
trustees for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library. At this meeting, the school 
board interviewed candidates Bert Stratton of 
Shelburne Road, Robert Koonce of Edgehill Road, 
and Jeffrey Eummer of Euclid Heights Boulevard 
for a seven-year term ending Dec. 31, 2019. 
Questions from board members included whether 
the Heights Library should continue to operate as 
a separate library system, how the library should 
connect to students, and how the candidate de-
fines the role of a library board trustee.
 Following the interviews, board members 
discussed the candidates and selected Jeffrey 
Eummer as the new trustee. Eummer is a lab 
coordinator at Ursuline College and has an 

M.S. in pharmaceutical science from Wayne 
State University. He has served as president 
of a national organization that has the goal 
of increasing the number of minorities in the 
fields of chemistry and engineering. He sees 
his role as library board trustee to be a liaison 
to the community, and would like to increase 
the library’s offerings in science, technology, 
engineering and math.
 Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries director, 
who was in the audience, noted that the library 
board currently has only one female member 
and one University Heights resident, and that 
the library has a newly created volunteer group 
to advise on fundraising.

LWV observer: Nancy Dietrich.

ch-Uh schools to provide third grade Reading guarantee
Gia Parker

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District initiated 
performance-based reading groups in 
the 2011–12 school year to address the 
needs of students at all levels. Last sum-
mer, the Ohio State Legislature passed 
a law commonly called the Third Grade 
Reading Guarantee. The law requires 
that at the start of the 2013–14 school 
year, districts administer reading tests 
and develop reading improvement plans 
for students who are not on track. Dis-
tricts must provide early intervention, 
and retain students who are not meeting 

the required reading scores by the end 
of third grade.
 “The district made proactive de-
cisions well before the third grade 
reading guarantee became law,” said Joi 
Mahoney-Curry, Title I lead teacher at 
Boulevard Elementary School. “We are 
now in our second year of performance-
based grouping because we believe that 
students will be readers by third grade. 
Through our grouping practices and 
the careful selection of our assessment 
tools, we want to make appropriate 
decisions about individual needs.”
 Teachers assess each student’s 
reading level using texts found in the 

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assess-
ment System, which examines compre-
hension, fluency, talking, writing, and 
thinking about what students read. 
Teachers then use the assessments to 
design instruction aligned to Common 
Core State Standards.
 Students read aloud in a one-on-one 
setting and then have a conversation 
with the teacher about the material. 
The data gathered helps teachers tailor 
their instruction to individual learners 
and identify students who need enrich-
ment or intervention.
 “Teachers are very excited about 
the new assessment tool because it will 
enable teachers and students to become 
reading partners,” said Mahoney-Curry.
 English Language Arts (ELA) teach-
ers meet for district level professional 
development throughout the school 
year to discuss instruction plans and 
reflect on their successes. Title I lead 
teachers support the ELA teachers by 
participating in professional learning 
communities, collecting and discussing 
student data, planning interventions, 
and assisting teachers in the primary 
grades.
 The CH-UH kindergarten curricu-
lum focuses on oral language develop-
ment and lays a foundation for learning 
to read. This focus helps build students’ 
vocabulary, word comprehension, and 
background knowledge. Every day, 
teachers learn something new about 
their students and make instructional 
adjustments to address the needs of 
each learner. For example, if a stu-
dent needs more help with letters and 
sounds, a specific technique is taught to 
that child.
 According to the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education, students who are 
identified as “not-on-track” and who 
fail to attain the appropriate level of 
reading competency by the end of third 
grade will not advance to fourth grade. 
Multiple measures of reading, including 
the Ohio Achievement Assessment, will 
determine if a student is to be retained.
 In the CH-UH district, students in 
grades 1–3 receive 135 minutes of daily 
reading instruction in groups designed 
to meet their specific academic needs. 
As a student’s reading skills improve, 
instructional changes within the reading 
block occur.

 To help carry over students’ enthu-
siasm for reading from the end of one 
school year to the beginning of the next, 
the district offers two summer reading 
programs: Camp Jumpstart, an intensive 
program designed to bolster early literacy 
skills; and Books A Go-Go, a family pro-
gram of reading-related activities. 
 To help students stay on track, par-
ents and guardians should participate in 
parent-teacher conferences, curriculum 
nights, and one-on-one reading with 
children at home. 
 Several community groups offer 
programs to support the Third Grade 
Reading Guarantee, including Many 
Villages and Family Connections. 
 Launched by Reaching Heights, 
Many Villages is an in-school tutoring 
program designed to help elementary 
students succeed, and deliver classroom 
assistance. While the main focus is K–3 
literacy, the program has received re-
quests from teachers for math, science, 
and social support. For more informa-
tion about Many Villages, visit www.
reachingheights.org.
 Family Connections offers several 
readiness programs for preschool chil-
dren and their families, to ensure suc-
cess once they enroll in school.
 Play Activities With Children 
introduces children and their parents 
to learning activities in key skill areas, 
via home visits. Play-a-Day, a six-week 
family literacy series offered at each 
elementary school, engages families in 
play-based activities to build literacy 
skills and help parents incorporate 
learning into everyday activities. Kin-
dergarten Kickoff supports a smooth 
transition to kindergarten by exposing 
students to kindergarten activities, and 
giving parents a chance to learn about 
expectations for kindergarten and ways 
to support students at home.
 Each elementary school in the CH-
UH district has a family resource center 
where families can meet with a Family 
Connections liaison and borrow learn-
ing materials for home use. For more 
information, contact the elementary 
school in your neighborhood or call 
Family Connections at 216-321-0079.

Gia Parker provides operations support for 
the communications and community engage-
ment office of the CH-UH school district.
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Roxboro principal dons chicken outfit for a good cause
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Tara Grove, Roxboro Elementary School 
principal, promised her students that she 
would dress up as a chicken if they read 
more than 1,000 books for the Dougbe 
River Read-a-thon. On Nov. 30, she made 
good on her promise and donned the 
chicken suit.
 “I was elated to hear that the stu-
dents had read 1,700 books!” said Grove.
 Grove agreed to dress like a chicken 
in order to encourage reading at home, 
and to raise funds for Roxboro’s sister 
school in Liberia. Roxboro, as an In-
ternational Baccalaureate Candidate 
School, uses a method of instruction that 
encourages inquiry-based learning and 
international-mindedness.
 Grove had asked students to vote on 
an activity that school staff would take 
on if the students succeeded in reading 
at least 1,000 books during the month 
of November. The students voted for 
the principal to dress like a chicken for 
an entire day.
 The read-a-thon is one of a series 
of fundraisers Roxboro Elementary stu-
dents participated in, to raise money for 
a school in Liberia, Africa—the Dougbe 
River Presbyterian School. Rev. Francis 
Miller, the pastor of Noble Road Presby-
terian Church in Cleveland Heights, and 
Isaac Monah, a church elder and native 
of Liberia, have led the effort to build 
the school in an area where they believe 
there has never been one.
 Monah fled Liberia during a civil war 
in 1990 and now lives in South Euclid 
with his wife and three sons. Growing 
up in Liberia, he had to leave home three 
times in order to get an education be-
cause there were no local schools. When 

Monah returned to his native country 
in 2007, he found that the situation had 
not improved, and he resolved to build 
a school to bring new opportunities to 
the children, and greater prosperity to 
the region.
 Monah shared his vision with mem-
bers of the Noble Road Presbyterian 
Church, which launched a mission to 
build the school. The Cleveland-based 
Presbytery of the Western Reserve has 
adopted the project, and 27 worship 
communities and four schools have con-
tributed so far.
 After years of planning and fund-
raising, the Dougbe River Presbyterian 
School opened the week of Nov. 30. The 
school serves 97 children (55 boys, 42 
girls) from three villages. Plans call for 
the construction of dormitories so that 
children in an additional nine villages 

along the Dougbe River can attend.
 Roxboro students raised more than 
$5,600 for the school with a variety of 
activities, including the read-a-thon,  
daily fun activities during International 
Education Week, Nov. 12–16, a benefit 
sale at Ten Thousand Villages, and a 
special concert at which Roxboro stu-
dents sang “In This World Together”  
(the school song of the Dougbe River 
Presbyterian School). Roxboro Middle 
School students participated by hosting 
a staff vs. students dodge ball game and 
raffle.
 Grove said that her students will stay 
in contact with their sister-schoolmates, 

and incorporate lessons about Liberian 
culture into their studies. “They do not 
have electricity,” said Grove, “so we will 
send correspondence through the mail 
and will keep updated by e-mails sent 
each month by the principal when he 
goes into a local town.” She said that 
students will learn about the crops that 
the Liberian students will grow on school 
grounds, and will explore how Liberian 
cultural is similar to, and different from, 
their own.   

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director 
of FutureHeights and publisher of the Heights 
Observer.

WKYc meteorologist talks weather to gearity students

WKYc meteorologist Marcus Walter captured the attention of second-grade students at gearity elemen-
tary school on Dec. 5 when he talked about weather and how it impacts our lives. the students had been 
studying weather for several weeks, including severe weather patterns and the importance of being 
prepared. ellen liss, second-grade teacher, spearheaded the unit on weather with the second-grade 
team and Brian stern, art teacher.

Roxboro student christian thomas has his picture 
taken with the chicken, Roxboro elementary 
school Principal tara grove.
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Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

Winter Open House
Tuesday, January 15, 2013

5:30-7:30 pm

3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  

ruffingmontessori.net

For more information or to schedule a tour 
and classroom observation, please contact 
our Admissions Office at 216-321-7571.

fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
and inspiration!

The fabric and sewing boutique 
in Historic Lit tle Italy, Cleveland

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

Open Wednesday – Friday 12-5 pm
Saturday 12-4 pm

Proudly presents its

MIDWINTER 
FESTIVAL

At the CHHS Dina Rees Auditorium

Wednesday, January 30th at 7:30 p.m.
Featuring the Concert Band,

Concert Orchestra & Symphonic Band

Friday, February 1st at 7:30 p.m.
Featuring Senior Soloists 

Carolyn Holt, clarinet and
Shoshana Klein, oboe

together with the Symphonic Winds, 
Heights High Symphony, 

and Jazz Ensemble
Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment 

6:30 p.m. in the Social Room

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org

IMD Cleveland Heights High School               
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

NOVEMBER 19, 2011
All board members were present.

Judy Russo retires from the University 
Heights Library
Judy Russo, who began work on Sept. 14, 
1987 as a part-time circulation assistant for the 
University Heights branch, is retiring as branch 
circulation supervisor. A retirement resolution, 
read by Board President James Roosa, noted her 
ability as a supervisor and her representation of 
the University Heights branch in the library’s staff 
association. Many of the library’s pages became 
friends with her and returned years later to visit.

Superstorm Sandy affects libraries
Superstorm Sandy caused the closure of the Lee 
Road Library for two days and other branches 
for one day. On reopening, staff offered heat, 
light, charging of phones and computers for 
many citizens, and went beyond the call of duty 
to help the community. The storm caused leak-
age at the Noble Neighborhood and Coventry  
Village branches.

Board for new library fund
The board of directors for the new Fund for the Fu-
ture of Heights Libraries consists of: Sue Pardee, 
president; Jim Burger, secretary; and Courtney 
Whitehill, treasurer. The next meeting, Monday 
Feb. 11, will be with the Cleveland Foundation 
to hear a presentation on donor-advised funds.

Dobama increases liability insurance
As requested by the board, Dobama Theatre has 
increased liability insurance up to $2 million for 
the privilege of serving wine to patrons.

Friends of the Library
A new Friends board is taking office, with Louisa 
Oliver as incoming president. For the first time, 
the group is sending a year-end solicitation letter 

to members. 

October public service report highlights:
•  The program “Harvey Pekar: a Literary Life” 

drew approximately 175 people and was 
well covered by Cleveland media. A statue of 
Pekar stands on a desk near the Harvey and 
Friends bookstore on the second floor of the 
Lee Road Library.

•  Amanda Rome was co-presenter of Beech-
brook’s STEPS parenting skills class to teen 
parents at Cleveland Heights High School.

•  Greg Fisher presented a book talk to seniors 
at Warrensville Community Apartments during 
the Mandel JCC’s senior lunch program.

•  Noble Neighborhood Library hosted its first 
after-hours program with the “Night of the Liv-
ing Dead: Teen Read Week” program. Forty 
teens dressed as zombies attended.

•  In conjunction with SCORE (Service Corps of 
Retired Executives), the training department 
started a six-part series on small business. Class 
members gave positive reviews of the sessions.

•  About 60 people attended a Senior Health 
and Wellness Fair on Oct. 13.

•  A monthly informal book discussion group 
called Concrete Jungle Warriors has goals of 
engaging teens in being excited about reading 
and aware of a larger worldview.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  4.

library board welcomes new member 
and honors outgoing president
Sheryl Banks

Jeffrey Eummer, who works in Ursuline 
College’s chemistry department, has 
been appointed to the board of trustees 
of the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library. His term will 
begin in January.
 Eummer, 50, has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for four years with his wife, 
Laura, and son. He replaces outgoing 
board president Esther Moss who is 
retiring after 14 years.
 The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education approved 
the selection of Eummer at its Dec. 
6 meeting. The local school board 
appoints the trustees as it is the tax 
authority for the public library.
 In addition to being a lab coordi-
nator at Ursuline, Eummer has taught 
chemistry at Lakeland Community 
College in Ohio and Martin University 
in Indiana. He has worked as a chemist 
for a variety of companies, including 
Bristol-Myers Squibb. From 1997–99, he 
served as president of the Connecticut 
chapter of the National Organization 
of Black Chemists and Chemical Engi-
neers (NOBChE), a group that encour-
ages minorities to pursue careers in 
chemistry and engineering.
 He has also coached his son’s Cleve-
land Heights recreation league baseball 
team.
 His background in science and his 
passion for science education are part of 
what inspired him to apply for the posi-
tion. “I’d like to be the library’s liaison to 
the community, especially as it relates to 
STEM education—science, technology, 

engineering and math,” said Eummer. 
“With bookstores, newspapers, and 
other sources of information going out 
of business, our library is becoming an 
even more crucial source of education 
and information for the community.”
 Moss joined the library board in 
1999 and served on both the planning 
and external relations and operations 
committees. She served as president in 
both 2005 and 2012 and as secretary in 
2010. “Her dedication and service to our 
community and our libraries has been 
steadfast,” said Nancy Levin, Heights 
Libraries director. “We will miss her.”
 Moss’s interest in libraries and 
literacy grew from her years teaching 
children with learning and behavioral 
disabilities in the Cleveland Metropoli-
tan School District. 

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library. 

esther Moss

www.phoenixcoffee.com

Keeping the heights

HigH 
{on caffeine} 
for over 20 years

2287 Lee road + 1854 Coventry road

Jeffrey eummer
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2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard,  Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

Worship
Wednesday Monastics

7am - Morning Chant with Eucharist

6pm - Agape Community Meal 

    (students welcome!)

7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

Sunday Gatherings

8am - Morning Taize Prayer

9am - Conversations on Faith

10am - Community Eucharist

Sunday Evening Compline & Evensong
An ancient time of reflective prayer at day’s end 

•  Jan. 6: First Sunday Evensong @ St Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, 2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleve Hts. 

•  Jan. 13, 20, 27: Sunday Compline @ St Alban’s 

Agape Campus, 2555 Euclid Hts. Blvd., Cleve Hts.

The Compline rite is over 1,000 years old. It is a reflective, 
contemplative and simple offering of chant, hymn, 
prayer, candlelight and art. Someone once called it 
“A nightcap for the soul.” All are welcome, be ye student, 
staff, community or stranger. 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Community
www.saintalbanchurch.org

The Tavern Company 
  2260 Lee Road   

 Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 
216-321-6001                            

TavernCompany.com 

Bar Hours:           
Mon-Sat 5P-2A                
Sun 10:30A-2A 
Kitchen Hours:                  
Mon, Wed & 
Thurs 5P-10P                       

Tues 5P-10:30P  
(Trivia at 10P!)                              
Fri –Sat 5P-11P                     
Sun 10:30A-9P 

“Best Burger in the Heights” Sun Press 2012            
“Favorite Cleveland Heights Business”                      

Heights Observer 2011 & 2012                                                                              
“Best Fries in Cleveland” Cleveland Magazine 2011        

MONDAY: Burger Nite & Live Jazz @ 6:30P       
(George Foley & Friends) *Reservations Required 

TUESDAY: Flatbread Nite & Trivia @ 10PM 
WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY: “2 Dine 4 the $ of 1” 

SUNDAY: Brunch 10:30A-3P & Karaoke @ 10P 
EVERYDAY: Kid’s Treasure Chest & Coloring Contest! 

Have you been to              
The Tavern Company 
this Year? Happy 2013! 

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

Cleveland Institute of Art 
January exhibitions

2013 Scholastic Art+Writing 
Exhibition
Jan 14–Feb 2
Reinberger Galleries

Yuliya Lanina
Jan 14–Feb 2
Reinberger Galleries

Still Life of the Party: 
Photographs by Trevor Marzella
Jan 14–Mar 8
Project Site Galleries

Reinberger Galleries
11141 East Boulevard
Cleveland OH 44106

Project Site Galleries
11610 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland OH 44106

Learn more about the 
Cleveland Institute of Art  
at cia.edu

Judith Eugene

The cold temperatures and slippery 
conditions that accompany our Cleve-
land winters can create many dangers 
for senior adults. Taking precautions 
to stay safe in cold weather can help 
prevent weather-related accidents and 
health problems.
 Hypothermia and frostbite can 
occur from overexposure, both indoors 
and out. To prevent this, the National 
Institute on Aging recommends dressing 
warmly. Indoors, wear thermal under-
wear, socks, slippers and a nightcap, and 
use plenty of blankets when sleeping. 
Outdoors, wear loose, layered clothing: 
a hat, scarf, gloves, thick socks, warm 
boots and a waterproof coat. Keep your 
face and neck covered.

staying safe in cold weather

senioR scene

 Many people turn down their ther-
mostats in the winter to save money. The 
institute recommends setting thermo-
stats no lower than 68 degrees, to prevent 
hypothermia. You can save money on 
heating by closing off unused rooms (shut 
the heating vents and close the doors), 
keeping blinds and curtains closed, caulk-
ing window and door gaps, and installing 
storm windows and insulating film.
 Dominion East Ohio’s Winter Crisis 
Program (800-282-0880) provides help 
for low-income seniors who are having 
trouble paying their heating bills and are 
threatened with disconnection.
 House fires are also a concern in 
winter months. Carefully follow the 
safety manual for any portable heater. 
Make sure the heater has an automatic 
shut-off feature in case it tips over, and 
never leave it unattended. Make sure your 
fireplace has a screen to catch sparks, and 
have the flue checked annually. Use power 
strips instead of extension cords and turn 
them off when not in use. Install smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors, and type 

ABC fire extinguishers on every level of 
your home.
 Outside, keep your sidewalk and 
driveway clear of snow and ice. Ask your 
doctor if you are physically able to shovel. 
If not, ask for help. Wear boots with good 
treads, walk slowly and watch where you 
step. Try not to carry anything in your 
arms.
 Driving in snow and ice can be dan-
gerous. Transportation services provide a 
safer alternative. The Cleveland Heights 
Office on Aging operates a van service 
that transports seniors to the doctor, 
pharmacy and grocer, and to the Senior 
Activity Center. Call 216-691-7194 for 
more information. 
 University Heights offers a limited 
number of subsidized rides for seniors 
and disabled residents through Senior 
Transportation Connection (STC). There 
is an application process, and priority 
is given to medical appointments. Call 
800-983-4782 or visit www.ridestc.org for 
more information.   
 Physical activity is important year-
round. The Cleveland Heights Com-
munity Center enables resident seniors 
to use its walking track free of charge 

Tuesdays through Thursdays, from 1–2 
p.m. It’s a great way to get out of the 
house, avoid isolation and stay healthy.
 Older adults may be at risk for 
dehydration in winter because the air is 
drier, and aging diminishes one’s sense 
of thirst. Follow your doctor’s recom-
mendations for fluid intake.
 The likelihood of catching a cold 
or flu is greater during the winter. Keep 
healthy by washing your hands often. 
Flu shots are often provided at no cost 
to Medicare subscribers. Check with 
your doctor or pharmacy.
 Seasonal depression is common at 
this time of year. It can be caused by 
decreased sunlight, increased isolation 
and holiday melancholy. The Cleveland 
Heights Office on Aging employs two 
social workers who provide help and 
resources to seniors facing these issues. 
Contact them at 216-691-7377.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for senior adults and 
those with physical and mental challenges. 
She can be reached at 216-408-5578 or  
Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com.

hRRc resources for senior homeowners
Allison Urbanek

As homeowners age, they may find it 
more difficult to make home repairs, 
perform routine maintenance, and 
deal with a contractor. The nonprofit 
Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC) 
initiated its Senior Repair Program to 
provide senior homeowners, age 62 and 
older, with personalized assistance in 
assessing repair needs and contracting 
repairs.
 The program empowers seniors to 

maintain healthy and safe homes. In 
the Contracting a Repair class, seniors 
learn the value of getting more than one 
estimate, how a well-written specifica-
tion can save money, and how to set and 
maintain expectations for contractors 
to follow.
 Other HRRC classes on topics per-
tinent to seniors include Aging in Place, 
Emergency Preparedness, and Energy 
Efficiency.  
 Participants in the Senior Repair 
Program can benefit from a 90-minute 

home inspection to assess and prioritize 
repair needs and “aging in place” issues, 
assistance in reviewing contractor esti-
mates, inspections of completed work 
and special workshops.
 The program is a comprehensive 
housing resource for the region’s aging 
population. Participants pay a modest 
program fee. Residents of Cleveland 
Heights, University Heights and South 
Euclid who attend one class can receive 
a 90-minute in-home repair consulta-
tion for $25. Residents of other com-

munities can attend a class and receive 
a 90-minute consultation at the HRRC 
office for $35. To register for a class 
or home inspection, contact Wesley 
Walker, HRRC senior repair specialist, 
at 216-381-6100, ext. 22, or wwalker@
hrrc-ch.org.
 HRRC’s Senior Repair Program 
has been made possible through grants 
from the McGregor Foundation and the 
United Black Fund.

Allison Urbanek is director of programs at 
HRRC and enjoys working one-on-one with 
residents to solve their home repair dilemmas.
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Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

2254 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts

(216) 321-1296

Tuesday 11 - 5:30 
Wednesday 11 - 5:30

Thursday 11 - 5:30
Friday 11 - 6:00 

Saturday 11 - 5:30

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

Coming January... Alex and Ani 
positive energy jewelry

New  f hours ....>

Closed January 6 - 15, 2013

Free ceramic 
floor with a new 

bathroom! 

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  

(216) 392-1335 1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com Financing Available 

Kitchens & Baths 
Windows, Siding & Roofing 
Interior Remodeling 
Masonry 
30% Savings 

A+ rating 

Winter checklist . . .  

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

heights Youth theatre presents ohio premiere of ‘A little Princess’
Mary Patton

Directed by Pierre-Jacques Brault, with 
music direction by Joanna Li, Heights 
Youth Theatre’s production of “A Little 
Princess” debuts on Jan. 11.
 The cast features local students in 
first through twelfth grades, many of 
whom live in Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights. 
 “A Little Princess” tells the story 
of Sara Crewe, the young daughter of 
a wealthy adventurer who is sent to a 
boarding school in Victorian England, 
but soon finds adventure is also in her 
blood. When Sara hears reports of her 
father’s death, her life takes an unex-
pected turn as she is forced to become 
a servant. 
 Professional musicians will play the 
score, which features music by Andrew 
Lippa. The book and lyrics are by Brian 
Crawley, based on the novel by Frances 
Hodgson Burnett.
 Cast members include: Talia Cosen-
tino (Sara Crewe), Sydney Fieseler 
(Becky), Lauryn Hobbs (Aljana), Charles 
Miller (Pasko), Christina Ciofani (Miss 

Minchin), Courtney Nelson (Miss Ame-
lia), Emily Jenks (Ermengarde), Emily 
Kenville (Lavinia), Claire Falkov-Gomer 
(Jessie), Emily Gyorki (Jane), Halle Dray 
(Lottie), Gus Mahoney (James), Katie 
Wilkinson (Queen Victoria), Matthew 
McAllister (Mr. Skipworth), and Alex-
andra Martinez (Widow Zuma).
 All performances will be at Wiley 

to each performance.    
 Call Ellen at 216-780-2235 for ticket  
and group seating information. For 
more details, visit www.heightsyouththe-
atre.com.

Mary Patton of University Heights is a PR 
consultant and a member of the Heights 
Youth Theatre Advisory Board.

Middle School Auditorium, 2181 Mira-
mar Blvd. in University Heights. Show 
dates are Friday, Jan. 11 & 25 at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Jan. 12, 19 & 26 at 2 p.m., and 
Sunday, Jan. 20 & 27 at 2 p.m. 
 Tickets  are $10 for  general 
admission, and $9 for seniors and chil-
dren younger than six; cash or check only. 
The box office opens 45 minutes prior 

Vietnam drama produced by Playwrights’ gYM at Dobama
Jewel Moulthrop

Committed to producing new works 
by new and established playwrights, 
Dobama Theatre offers the Playwrights’ 
GYM, a special program for local dra-
matists. The GYM provides playwrights 
with the opportunity to workshop new 
plays and collaborate with a director. 
The GYM aims to nurture new work, 
with the goals of growing a new crop of 
directors and developing plays for future 
Dobama productions.
 This season’s GYM production is 
“Ghosts of War” by Christopher John-
ston. The play, based on interviews with 
a retired Marine officer who served in 
Vietnam, is about Jim Kyle’s 40-year 
search to learn what happened to his 

friend Danny, who was killed at Khe 
Sanh in 1967. Kyle was a member of the 
First Battalion, 9th Marines, commonly 
known as the “Walking Dead.” The 
play explores the experiences of three  
Marines who served in Vietnam. One 
dies, leaving a promise unfulfilled, an-
other is severely wounded and remains 
haunted by war, and the third loses his 
family in an act of angry self-destruc-
tion, but finds redemption when he 
uncovers the truth about his friend’s 
heroic death.
 Playwright Christopher Johnson is 
also a director whose work has appeared 
at Cleveland Public Theatre (CPT) and 
Dobama Theatre’s Night Kitchen (bare-
bones, late-night productions). His play 
“The Mad Mask Maker of Maigh Eo” 

premiered in March 2006 at CPT and 
received an Honorable Mention in the 
Northern Ohio Live Awards of Achieve-
ment. As a freelance journalist, he has 
published more than 3,000 articles in 
numerous publications. 
 “Ghosts of War” features George 
Roth, an Equity member who has ap-
peared in several Dobama productions. 
He trained at Yale University and at the 
Central School of Speech and Drama in 
London. Roth has been working profes-
sionally in the theater for more than 25 
years. His film and television credits 
include “Batman” and “Murphy Brown.”
 Charles Kartali is directing “Ghosts 
of War.” He has appeared as an actor 
on local and regional stages, including 
the Cleveland Play House (CPH), CPT, 

Dobama Theatre, Ensemble Theatre, 
Steppenwolf Theatre Company and 
Syracuse Stage. He performed most 
recently in “Every Good Boy Deserves 
Favor” with the Cleveland Orchestra, 
“Galileo” at CPH, and “The Seafarer” 
at Dobama.
 “Ghosts of War” will be performed 
Wednesday through Saturday evenings 
and Sunday matinees from Jan. 16–27. 
General admission is $15; $5 for full-
time students with valid ID. For more 
information, call the box office at 216-
932-3396 or visit www.dobama.org.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

heights Youth theatre’s “A little Princess” cast rehearses for the upcoming January performances at Wiley Middle school. 
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FACEBOOK/SWEETIEFRY 
YELP/SWEETIEFRY

2307 LEE ROAD • CLEVELAND HEIGHTS  
OHIO 44118 • 216-932-2300

Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

Allergies?

of these?

Homeopathy can help.

heightsfamilyhealth.com
free consult 216.370.3605

too many

Mamaí theatre co. takes up residency at ensemble
Jewel Moulthrop

In 2010, four working mothers—theater 
artists, colleagues and friends—de-
cided it was time to create their own 
opportunities. “Don’t wait to create” 
became their inspiration, and produc-
ing celebrated plays that had not been 
seen in Northeast Ohio in recent years 
became their vision. From that, Mamaí 
Theatre was born.
 The four co-founders—Bernadette 
Clemens, Wendy Kriss, Christine Mc-
Burney and Derdriu Ring—will serve 
the company in several capacities. Cle-
mens, co-artistic director and producer, 
trained at Columbia University and 
the British American Drama Academy. 
Her performance credits include The 
Vineyard Theatre, Gotham City Improv, 
Cleveland Play House, Great Lakes The-
ater and Cleveland Public Theatre. She 
is a member of the Chagrin Arts board 
and on the faculty of The Academy of 
Performing Arts at Chagrin Falls.
 Wendy Kriss, artistic associate and 
producer, received her training in Paris 
and Montreal. She has a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree from Kent State University 
and has served on the faculty of The 
Academy of Performing Arts at Chagrin 
Falls, School of Cleveland Ballet, Tri-C 
Encore Program, Fairmount Performing 
Arts Conservatory and Qigong Academy.
 Christine McBurney, co-artistic di-
rector and producer, is the current chair 
of the theatre arts department at Shaker 
Heights High School. In addition to a 
Master of Fine Arts degree from Kent 
State University, her training includes 
Shakespeare & Company, National 
Institute on Teaching Shakespeare and 
Julliard School. 
 Derdriu Ring, artistic associate, 
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in music 
and English from University College 
Cork and is a graduate of the Gaiety 
School of Acting in Dublin. She has per-
formed with the Pittsburgh Irish Classi-
cal Theatre Company, Guthrie Theatre, 
Irish Rep and Geffen Playhouse. Ring’s 
local credits include Cleveland Play 
House, Dobama Theatre, Great Lakes 
Theater and the Beck Center.
 Mamaí (pronounced mah-may, the 
Irish word for “mother”) will present 
its inaugural season this summer, in 
residence at Ensemble Theatre at 2843 
Washington Blvd. in Cleveland Heights. 
The season begins with the national 
premiere of a contemporary translation 
by Brendan Kennelly of Euripides’ gut-
wrenching tragedy “Medea.” The play 
will run Thursdays through Sundays 

sacred spaces vary widely in heights libraries photo contest
Sheryl Banks

This year’s Cleveland Heights-Universi-
ty Heights Public Library photography 
contest drew an eclectic mix of images. 
Jenny Greene, adult services librarian 
and coordinator of the annual photo 
contest, thinks the variety is result of 
the contest’s theme, “Public Places, 
Sacred Spaces.”
 “What strikes me about the photos 
people submitted is that they prove that 
just about any place can hold a special, 
sacred meaning for someone,” said 
Greene. “Our winning photos include 
landscapes, cityscapes and buildings.”  
 A case in point is the winning 
photo, “Indoor Skeeball Range and 
Amusement Center,” by Mark Cargile. 
The image, said Cargile, is important to 
him because it captures the wonder and 
excitement his grandchildren experi-
ence when he takes them to amusement 
park arcades, places they love. “I also 
became fascinated with the lights and 
the textures all around you when you’re 
in these places,” said Cargile. “It’s hard 
to capture that look (a flash won’t really 
work), so I was thrilled the photo came 
out so well. It looks more like a painting 
than a photograph.”
 Cargile commented that he is glad 
the Heights Libraries contest attracts 
so many photographers, especially in 
an age when so many people are using 
cell phones to take photographs instead 
of learning the art and craft of more 
traditional photography.
 The Heights Libraries photo con-
test is an annual event co-sponsored  
by University Heights business Moto-
Photo, which provides the contest 
prizes. Ten final photos, chosen by 
library and MotoPhoto staff from 48 
submissions, were displayed for one 
week at each branch of Heights Librar-
ies during November, so members of the 
community could view the finalists and 
vote for their favorites.
 A total of 820 votes were cast, 
resulting in the following five winners: 

from June 13–30. 
 Then, beginning on July 18 and run-
ning through Aug. 4, Mamaí will bring 
“Boston Marriage” by David Mamet to 
the local stage. Written in response to 
critics’ charges that Mamet “can’t write 
women,” the playwright dives beneath 
the petticoats and protocols to examine 

the personal and political, turning his 
gaze on female agency in the world and 
female sexuality at home.
 For more information and to pur-
chase individual tickets, subscriptions 
and sponsorships, call 216-570-3403 or 
visit www.mamaitheatreco.org. Support-
ers of Mamaí Theatre Company at the 

$150 level will receive two tickets to 
each play, season program acknowledge-
ment and reserved seating.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

first place, Mike Cargile for “Indoor 
Skeeball Range and Amusement Cen-
ter”; second place, Scott Pollock for 
“Kiva at Mesa Verde, CO”; third place, 
Scott Pollock for “Redwood Grove at 
Armstrong Redwoods Park, CA”; fourth 
place, Eric Silverman for “Pylon and 
Progressive”; and fifth place, Ed Becker 

for “Going to the Sun.”
 The winning photos are on display 
at the Lee Road Library at 2345 Lee 
Road and at www.heightslibrary.org.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

First place photograph, “indoor skeeball Range and Amusement center,” by Mark cargile.
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house writing project tells a generation’s story of foreclosure and abandonment
Heights Observer Editor

A week before Halloween, students at 
Lake Erie Ink’s Ink Spot after-school 
program were asked to write a descrip-
tion of a house on three-dimensional 
foam panels. The goal was to teach 
the concept of personification, giving 
human traits to nonliving objects. The 
results surprised the staff.
 The project was the idea of Lydia 
Munnell, an AmeriCorps volunteer with 
the Northeast Ohio Literary Corps sta-
tioned at Lake Erie Ink, a Heights-based 
nonprofit co-founded by Amy Rosen-
bluth and Cynthia Larsen that provides 
writing opportunities for young people.
 “I expected spooky houses full of 
vampires and ghosts,” said Munnell. 
“What I didn’t prompt or expect was for 
every description to be a realistic and 
heartbreaking sketch of an abandoned 
house.”
 “When we broke to write, the kids 
were quiet and started immediately. I 
was excited for what they’d produce, 
but still assumed it would be a bunch 
of stories about haunted houses with 
bloody walls. I would have accepted 
those stories—part of what I feel so 
strongly about at Lake Erie Ink is that 
Amy and Cynthia have created a space 
where kids feel free to write what they 
want—but I should have known they 
would go deeper.”
 As Munnell moved among the foam 
houses, reading, a pattern emerged. 

clAssiFieD ADs

(440) 209-1104		
Ravshalum@gmail.com	

5545	Wilson	Mills	Road	#104	Highland	Heights,	OH	44143 

PC EXPERT 
Computer	Sales	&	Repair	

Virus	Removal•	Data	Recovery	
System	Restore	•	More	

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Luxury Service 
Your Personal Chauffer 

Airport, Bus or Train Station 
Below Taxi Cab Prices 

Hopkins $45; Akron/Canton $70

We Take You Here, 
We Take You There,  
On Time Every Time. 

AA TRAVELERS
AIRPORT TRANSPORT

GENE WHITE 
 

216.357.9758 

“Every kid had written a story about 
a lonely, abandoned house,” she said. 
“Without even trying, they had co-
written the story of a generation of 
Cleveland kids. It was the fruit of the 
housing crisis, and it was their real lives. 
They knew about the shadow an aban-
doned house casts on a neighborhood 
and front yards scarred by the constant 
stabbing of ‘for sale’ signs because these 
houses are on their streets.”
 “They weren’t prompted to write 
about foreclosure, and if they had been, 

Selected student work:

I knew they would be leaving soon but I didn’t know 
they’d be leaving as soon as right now.

Maybe they’ll come buy me, but maybe they will 
not. I hope they do because I want someone to 
sleep inside me.

I wish my tongue could reach out and feed the 
people to me and maybe they might come live 
inside of me.

I’ve been home so long. I wish I could stand up and 
be a person, but all my windows see is the grass and 
the sky and when the tourists come by.

—Tyler G., 4th Grade

I have lived through many years.
I am small but strong.
Many people have lived in me.
Now I am only home to cobwebs,
spiders, and dust.

—Lily W., 5th Grade

what came out wouldn’t have been nearly 
so organic or honest,” said Munnell.
 Lake Erie Ink, located in the 
Coventry School building at 2843 
Washington Blvd., provides academic 
support and opportunities for young 
people in Greater Cleveland to express 
themselves through creative writing. To 
learn more or to volunteer, visit www.
lakeerieink.org or contact Lydia Munnell 
at 216-320-4757 or staff@lakeerieink.org.
 See more of the students’ work 
online at www.heightsobserver.org.

cleveland heights portrait painter finds service through her art
Rob Lucarelli

The Howson Gallery at Judson Park 
presents “Capturing Essence,” an exhibit 
of portraits of Judson residents painted 
by Cleveland Heights artist Debbie Vail. 
The paintings will be on view through 
Jan. 6 at Judson Park, 1801 Chestnut Hills 
Drive in Cleveland Heights.
 Vail didn’t explore her interest in art 
until after completing a 20-year nursing 
career and teaching. She discovered 
her love of portraiture and color at the 
Cleveland Institute of Art, Cuyahoga 
Community College, the Cleveland 
Museum of Art and through private 
instruction.
 “I struggled with the direction I 
could take my art that would include 
service,” said Vail. “Then my husband 
suggested I listen to an NPR interview 
with an artist who volunteered at a VA 
hospital painting portraits. A few weeks 
later, I was starting my first portrait at 
Judson.”
 “Over the last five years, I’ve met 
84 fascinating people,” Vail said. “I’ve 
heard their stories, met their families, 

and marveled at the history they’ve 
experienced.”
 She is currently in her fifth year vol-
unteering at Judson, painting portraits 
of residents. The work was presented 
at Design a Life, a national conference 
sponsored by Cleveland State University 
in May 2008.
 Vail has been a finalist in juried 
shows at the Art Guild of New York, 
Bay Arts of Ohio, and the Orange Art 
Center. She also paints private portrait 
commissions. Her work can be seen 
online at www.debbievail.com.

Rob Lucarelli is director of communications 
for Judson Services Inc.

Portrait artist Debbie Vail (above) and portait of 
seymour simmons (right).
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Foam houses, each displaying a student’s work, sit on the grass at lake erie ink.
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I AM MOVING!
 

Mending!!! Alterations!!! 
Bridal and custom consultations 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786
 

New address: 14055 Cedar Rd. #318 
(same hours; same phone number) 

 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

Buying
Paying CashCozy at Home Pet Sitting 

Bonded and Insured 
 

Owned by a Registered  
Veterinary Technician 

 
Member, Pet Sitters International 
New Client Discounts Available! 

 

(216) 382-5468 
 

www.cozyathomepets.com 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

INSTANT QUOTE 
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE 

 

AUTO /SR22/CAR/MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT/HOMEOWNERS/RENTERS 

BUSINESS OWNERS/COMMERCIAL 
LIFE/HEALTH/DENTAL 

$35/mo LIABILITY 
$70/mo FULL COVERAGE 

www.ohioinsurancequote.net 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road 

(216) 691-9227 

OHIO LICENSE #’S 12820 & 30281

www.skettleelectric.com

Kitchen Remodels • Electrical 
House Painting • Plumbing  

Gutters • Housing Violations 

Call John at (216) 299-0000

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE 

Heights Based 

“You name it, we can do it.” 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,  
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,  

General Motors and Honda 

SAVE THIS ADVERTISEMENT

“No Deposit Required” 
Pay as it snows 

Promark Snowplowing 

216-249-4507 
CALL WHEN YOU NEED US 

TOP-SELLING HEIGHTS REALTORS 

MIKE & EILEEN 
McKEON             

 

216/233-6726                 

eileenmckeon@howardhanna.com     
TheMcKeonGroup.com                        

SHOP LOCAL—HIRE A HEIGHTS AGENT  

Buyers          Sellers         Investors 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 2/28/13 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

John R. O’Connor, LISW
Clinical Social Worker 

Individual, Couple 
and Group  

Psychotherapy 

(216) 229-2100 #4
12417 Cedar Road, Suites 21-24 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 

(Above Starbucks) 

D. L. Dunkle & Associates

Fun & Friendly to Work With 
14077 Cedar Road  

(next to Burger King) 

216.321.1400 
info@heretoservetravel.com 

Leisure Travel • Corporate  
Groups • Honeymoons 

Limo Service 

“An agency driven by customer satisfaction” 

The services I offer for your loved ones: 
 Meal Preparation 
 Light Housekeeping/Laundry 
 Personal Care 
 Companionship 
 Sitter 

References on Request 
  

Call Shirley Today . . . 216-526-7699 

SENIOR HOME CARE 
SERVICE 

Put your mind at ease, when you want 
your parents to stay in their home. 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

 

 KITCHENS * BATHROOMS 
 DECKS * HANDYMAN 

HOME VIOLATIONS 
 WINDOW REPAIR AND  

REPLACEMENT 
PAINTING * DRYWALL 

(216) 773-4096 

HEIGHTS HOME  
REPAIR & REMODELING 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 
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Rainforest 
Car Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

Our express wash is a great 
low cost alternative to just get 
your car cleaned up and back 
on the road. Featuring de-ionized 
water and a spot free rinse. Plus a 
special hand applied bug cleaner.

The Ultimate Wash is just that. 
Including several upgrades 

over the Express Wash including 
the pressure washing prep station, 

triple foam polish, wheel & tire 
scrubbing and a RainX treatment.

Enjoy the convenience of a monthly membership with 
our Ultimate Unlimited Package. Just drive up 
and we’ll scan your vehicles barcode. No 
need to hassle with paying for each wash. 
Includes a free Motorcars Extra Value 

Book, a $25 value.

You can receive the same savings of a monthly 
plan without the commitment. Each of the 

5 car wash vouchers can be used 
independently. Treat someone in your 

life to a great gift, or simply wash 
your other vehicle as well.

Monthly Unlimited Ultimate 
Wash Pass - $30

Express Wash - $9 Ultimate Wash - $15

Pre-paid Ultimate 
Wash Book - $40

engineering good food at the stone oven
Richard Stewart

Who would have thought that a couple 
of engineering majors attending Cleve-
land State University in the 1970s would 
eventually preside over a string of spe-
cialty restaurants that boast a storied 
history in the Heights—all based on a 
passion for bread. Certainly not John 
Emerman and Tatyana Rehn, the once-
married couple who own Stone Oven 
Artisan Bakery and Restaurant, but 
that’s exactly what they’ve accomplished 
over the past couple decades.
 “We were both mechanical en-
gineers and didn’t particularly like 
working in that field. We wanted to do 
something a little more creative and 
fun,” said Emerman.
 It was Rehn’s love affair with bread 
baking—spawned by attending the grand 
opening of Emerman’s brother’s restau-
rant in New York, where she sampled 
what she described as the best bread 
she’d eaten since emigrating from Rus-
sia—that laid the groundwork for what 
has become a wildly successful concept.
You might say she became instantly 
hooked.
 “With much encouragement from 
John and his family, I just went off 
making bread 24/7, as I was doing my 
engineering job and raising two kids. 
Then I was laid off from my job,” Rehn 
recalled.
 Emerman had worked in restaurants 
and coffee shops during and after college 
and enjoyed the business. They figured 
that Rehn’s passion for breadmaking, 

initially just a hobby, made merging the 
bakery/café concept a business proposi-
tion too good not to pursue.
 “John was very optimistic about 
opportunities,” said Rehn. “And with 
his great encouragement, I found myself 
in business a month after getting laid 
off—literally. ”
 They initially ran the business out 
of their home, as a wholesale operation, 
selling to local restaurants and grocery 
stores. They swiftly outgrew that and 
began sharing space in someone else’s 
bakery until further growth necessitated 
a move to the corner of Lee and Mead-
owbrook roads in 1995.
 “We had a strong wholesale business 
going that was enough, really, to pay the 
rent, so anything that came through 
the front door was sort of gravy. People 
loved the place and were excited about 

it,” said Emerman.
 Now located a few doors up from 
its original location, in the former Wood 
and Company building, the store has a 
strong following anchored by countless 
regulars. Its proximity to residential 
housing and the appreciation, among lo-
cal residents, for locally produced food, 
are significant factors in the success of 
the store. 
 It’s more profitable than any of the 
other Stone Oven locations. “Since we 
opened the doors to the new location, 
sales jumped up 20 percent,” said Rehn. 
”Not only that, we were able to person-
alize the space. Aesthetically, it’s much 
more pleasing and it feels like a home, 
and a lot of people do feel like they’re a 
part of it.”
 They now operate Stone Oven 
shops in the downtown Galleria at 

Erieview and at the Eton Chagrin 
Boulevard shops in Woodmere. A year 
and a half ago, they teamed up with a 
local cake and pastry maker and opened 
up Luna Bakery Café in Cleveland 
Heights’s Cedar Fairmount neighbor-
hood. They also operate a warehouse 
at 36th and Carnegie, where the bread 
is produced for all the locations.
 “Watching that [Cedar Fairmount] 
area and having associations with it, 
we wanted to do something there for 
a long time. When that space became 
available, I wanted to do something, but 
not another Stone Oven. It’s too close 
to this one. We wanted to reinvent so 
we partnered with Bridgette Thiebault,” 
said Emerman. So far, he said, the con-
cept of serving baked goods and light 
fare, including crepes and paninis, has 
worked out well.
 Speaking to the couple inside the 
Lee Road store, one feels a palpable 
sense of their deep appreciation for 
their customers and satisfaction about 
what they’ve accomplished.
 “To me when I truly stop and think 
about it, it’s amazing. It’s absolutely 
amazing because neither of us came 
from an environment where we could 
have learned anything about running a 
business,” said Rehn. “We feel very for-
tunate. It’s a 24-hours-a-day operation, 
but when we stop and think about it, 
I’m very grateful.”

Richard Stewart is the owner of Digizoom 
Media and a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.
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John Emerman and Tatyana Rehn, owners of Stone Oven.


