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More young adults drawn to the Heights
Greg Donley

Over a decade during which Northeast 
Ohio did not gain in population and 
Cleveland lost 17 percent of its popula-
tion, certain neighborhoods saw sig-
nificant increases in population among 
25- to 34-year-olds. According to a re-
cently published report, among the top 
15 places showing growth was Cleveland 
Heights, which, according to the 2010 
U.S. Census, had added 724 residents to 
the number who had been between the 
ages of 15 and 24 ten years earlier. 
 Urban researcher Richey Pii-
parinen, co-editor (with Anne Trubek) 
of 2012’s acclaimed anthology, Rust Belt 
Chic: The Cleveland Anthology, recently 
published “Mapping Human Capital: 
Where Northeast Ohio’s Young and 
Middle-Age Adults Are Locating” for 
Case Western Reserve University’s Cen-
ter on Urban Poverty and Community 
Development. 
 Piiparinen parses the data further by 
race. The influx into Cleveland Heights 

A summer evening on Lee Road: can’t have this in the outer suburbs.

consisted of 965 white, 557 Asian, and 
61 Hispanic residents, but half of that 
gain of 1,583 was offset by a loss of 818 
black residents in the cohort aged 25 
to 34 in 2010. As in every other Great 
Lakes city, black out-migration from 

urban areas has increased startlingly, as 
African Americans have moved either 
to previously unattainable suburbs or 
out of the region altogether, often to 
the South. Countywide patterns showed 

continued on page 3

Joe Quandt, former Heights student,  
remembered by friends in community
Simone Quartell

Friends of Joe Quandt, 20, a Cornell 
University sophomore who grew up in 
Cleveland Heights, were shocked when 
they heard about his sudden death from 
a cardiac embolism on Feb. 27.
 “Joe was the total package—so 
smart, so funny, so talented, such a 
great writer . . . Eagle Scout, Phi Beta 
Kappa,” said Peggy Hull, who taught 
English to Quandt his sophomore year 
at Cleveland Heights High School. “I 
was heartbroken when he left Heights; 
now, I’m even more so.”
 Quandt was born in Cleveland 
Heights and attended Coventry El-
ementary, Roxboro Middle School and 
Heights High before his family moved 
from the city following his sophomore 
year. He continued to stay in close con-
tact with his Heights friends.
 He was attending Cornell on a full 
academic scholarship, majoring in urban 

Joe Quandt in 2011, receiving his Eagle from 
Troop 22. 

and regional studies. 
 While attending Heights High, 
Quandt participated in the instrumental 

continued on page 8

Search for Cleveland 
Heights city manager 
continues
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The City of Cleveland Heights an-
nounced on March 15 that its search for 
a city manager continues, after an offer 
extended to candidate Andrew White, 
was declined. Council interviewed four 
finalists selected by Novak Consult-
ing Group. Council will not extend 
an offer to any of the remaining three 
candidates.
 “After careful thought and spirited 
discussion, city council offered the posi-
tion of city manager to Andrew White 
of Huron, Ohio,” said Mayor Ed Kelley 
in a press release. “Mr. White consulted 
with his family and friends and decided 
not to accept the position for personal 
and professional reasons.”
 Kelley said that although “all four 
candidates were great,” there was no 
second choice. “We’ve interviewed and 
vetted the other candidates and don’t 
feel that any of them will be our next 
city manager. We’re going to get our 
first choice,” said the mayor in a phone 
interview.
 Kelley said that he and the rest of 
council are discussing what the next 
steps will be in the search for a city 
manager. “If someone wants to apply 
for the position who didn’t apply before, 
we encourage that. We are hoping we’ll 
have a rash of new applications in the 
next couple of weeks.”
 “We feel fortunate to have Susanna 
Niermann O’Neil as acting city man-
ager. We continue to be proud of all our 
employees who are providing excellent 
city services for our residents during this 
transition period,” said Kelley.

continued on page 2

Study shows increase in storefront vacancies, differences among districts
Kendra Dean

The number of vacant storefronts in 
Cleveland Heights has increased by 
about 6 percentage points since 2009, 
from 11.05 percent to 17.59 percent. 
Some commercial districts have seen 
a dramatic increase in vacancies, while 
others have remained the same or 
decreased slightly. Coventry Village, 
Fairmount Taylor, and Cedar Fairmount 
have the lowest vacancy rate, while 
Noble Monticello has the highest. 
While the vacancy rate for Severance 
has remained relatively constant, that 

is expected to change once Walmart 
leaves for Oakwood Commons in South 
Euclid.
 The study, conducted by nonprofit 
FutureHeights, sought to measure the 
health of the city’s commercial dis-
tricts and the effects of the recession 
by counting vacancies. FutureHeights 
conducted a similar study in 2009 by 
walking through each commercial dis-
trict and counting the number of vacant 
and occupied storefronts. For the 2013 
study, FutureHeights worked with the 
city’s former economic development 
director, Howard Thompson, to create 

a database of storefront properties in 
the commercial districts and, again, to 
walk each district to count the number 
of occupied and vacant storefronts. 
 Cleveland Heights has 12 commer-
cial districts. The mix of businesses in 
each has changed since they first devel-
oped in the early 20th century. While 
the districts originally served their 
immediate neighborhoods, providing 
groceries and other household items, 
restaurants and other service busi-
nesses now make up a larger portion of 
each district’s tenants. Many districts 

continued on page 7
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HEIGHTS OBSERVER Deanna Bremer Fisher

This April, FutureHeights celebrates 
the fifth anniversary of the Heights 
Observer, which we unveiled April 10, 
2008, at the FutureHeights annual 
meeting.
 The Observer was as a result of a 
2007 strategic planning process led 
by consultant Gina Cheverine (later 
a board member and president). “For 
years, FutureHeights had agonized 
about what its proper role was,” said 
Greg Donley, former member of the 
FutureHeights Board of Directors. 
“As part of this strategic plan, one idea 
rose to the surface: that a big part of 
our job was not just to educate citizens 
about issues of planning and design, 
but more simply to provide a forum 
for citizens to voice their opinions and 
stand for their values.”
 For several years, FutureHeights 
had published a quarterly newsletter for 
its members. It focused on city planning, 
design quality and historic preservation 
issues—areas in which board members 
had expertise—and reached a limited 
audience of about 600.
 “It was more of an ‘insider’ com-
munication that circulated among 
influencers, and hopefully influenced 
them positively,” said Donley. “We like 
to think, for example, that the simple 
act of publishing the findings of our 

Celebrating five years of community-based news in the Heights

opENINg 
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Lee Road charrette raised awareness 
of design and planning issues, and 
helped make the Lee Road streetscape 
evolve in a better direction than it 
would have had we not published it.”
 The board’s Community News 
Committee began to explore how to 
expand the scope of the newsletter 
and its role as a catalyst for positive 
change. “There wasn’t a fixed plan 
for how to do it, though we did talk 
of starting a community newspaper 
eventually,” said Donley.
 Meanwhile, the committee be-
came of aware of the Lakewood Ob-
server, a community-based website 
and print newspaper. Committee 
members found Lakewood’s mix of 
civic pride, hyper-local focus and com-
munity participation to be a winning 
combination, worth replicating in the 
Heights. They convinced Jim O’Bryan, 
one of its founders, to license the 
software and committed to launching 
the Heights Observer. (The Observer 
group now consists of several local 
community-based and independently 
owned and operated newspapers.)
 At the same time, FutureHeights 
founding executive director Julie Lan-
gan resigned and moved out of state. 
The project took a brief hiatus as the 
organization searched for new leader-
ship. 
 I came on board as executive 
director in January 2008, and at that 
point, we made some key decisions: 
we would spend the next six months 
to a year focusing on the Observer 
project to ensure its success; we would 
begin by publishing once a month and 
consider expanding from there; we 
would work on building community 
participation, starting with key insti-
tutions.
 Our first issue was 16 pages and 
featured the front-page article “Why 
citizen journalism?” by Michael Well-

man, chair of the Community News 
Committee. Other board members 
contributed articles, including one 
on the importance of shopping local 
by Trevor Gile, board member and an 
owner of Motorcars in the Heights, 
who also signed on as an advertiser.
 We recruited volunteers to serve as 
writers, editors and “newsies”—those 
that help us deliver the Observer each 
month. Steve Tichenal, a founder of 
www.chuh.net, a precursor of www.
heightsobserver.org, signed up to 
help us get the Observer out to four 
neighborhoods in northern Cleveland 
Heights. He’s one of several dedicated 
volunteers whose support from the 
beginning has greatly contributed to 
the Observer’s success.
 On Thursday, April 18, we’ll cel-
ebrate the Observer’s first five years. In 
that time, it’s become a trusted source 
of community news and information—
written and produced by the communi-
ty—that many Heights residents look 
forward to reading. We’ll honor some 
of the many people who have been part 
of the project. And we’ll look to the 
future, as Peter Pula, founder of Axiom 
Media, introduces us to the concept of 
Generative Journalism, an approach 
to news that enables communities to 
tell stories about their strengths and 
provide a catalyst for action.
 Join us for our annual meeting at 
6:30 p.m. on April 18 at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center. The 
event is free and open to the public. 
Then, celebrate with us at a ticketed 
fundraiser for the Heights Observer at 
Rockefeller’s Restaurant immediately 
following the meeting. Learn more, 
and RSVP, at www.futureheights.org. I 
hope to see you there! 

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
Do Heights residents have the right 
to an opinion about the Cuyahoga 
Public Library?
Based on tax dollars–yes.
 As you can see from the attached 
documents, anyone who pays state 
taxes has a right to an opinion about 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
system.
 The Library Board decided unilater-
ally to sell Telling Mansion, the current 
home of the South Euclid-Lyndhurst 
Library. It is on the market.
 The Telling Mansion is on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and is 
an Ohio Landmark; but it has no legal 
protection because no federal funds 
were ever spent on it.
 Do you think our community 

 The position of city manager remains 
open. Interested candidates can find 
more information and an application at 
http://thenovakconsultinggroup.com/jobs, or 
contact Catherine Tuck Parrish at apply@

City manager continued from page 1

thenovakconsultinggroup.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

should lose this public space?
—Fran Mentch

Two Weeks to Go
The Cleveland International Film Fes-
tival is back, and so, happily, am I. Last 
year’s festival—the 36th and another 
record-breaking year—welcomed its one-
millionth attendee. . .
 The festival folks announced a few 
changes for this year. CIFF is giving 
out mugs instead of T-shirts—big dis-
appointment. One can have too many 
mugs, but there’s no such thing as too 
many T-shirts. With the casino traf-
fic downtown, and opening day at the 
ballpark on April 8, parking will be hard 
to find. Take the Rapid.
—Jewel Moulthrop 

 
 
april come she will 
when streams are ripe 
and filled with rain 
lopez waits for your 
return again 
 
a love once new 
still remains 
 
going on 34 years 
we are waiting 
 
patiently 
for your 
return again 
 
really, really 
 
love, craig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon 

2196 lee road 
beautiful downtown cleveland heights 

216.932.9000 
www.lopezonlee.com 
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2013 Spring Design Show
5:30–8:00pm
At CWRU’s Weatherhead School of Management’s  
Peter B. Lewis Building

The 2013 Spring Design Show is an opportunity  
to view and celebrate the latest work by CIA students  
studying graphic design, industrial design, and  
interior architecture.

Runway Show: Persona
7:30–9:00pm
At CIA’s Gund Building, Aitken Auditorium

Explore the connection between art and fashion in a 
student-organized runway show, presenting experimental 
and conceptual approaches to wearable art.

Both events are free and open to the public.

Learn more about the 
Cleveland Institute of Art  
at cia.edu

Cleveland Institute of Art 
A Night of Design
Tuesday, April 23

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

District looks to tackle new athletic field
Angee Shaker

Cleveland Heights High School athletic 
teams have had great and growing suc-
cess in recent years, with undefeated 
seasons, LEL championships, and state 
playoffs becoming the norm in several 
sports. More importantly, in a district 
as economically and racially diverse as 
ours, scholastic sports are a common 
denominator that brings everyone 
together. Heights High athletics play 
a critical role in our efforts to educate 
well-rounded students with character, 
and we need the right facilities to 
continue that education and source 
of community pride. That’s why the 
district is moving ahead with plans to 
secure funding for a new field, among 
other renovations to Hosford Field at 
Crawford Stadium. 
 “Even in good weather, grass fields 
need a lot of rest and care, but right 
now our stadium field can’t handle more 
than five or six games a year—and those 
are accounted for by the home football 
schedule,” said Kristin Hughes, CH-UH 
director of athletics. “None of our teams 
can use the field, and yet for this limited 
usage, we have to pay a substantial sum 
to maintain this field even to its current 
condition. Our field doesn’t serve our 
students well, and its annual costs don’t 
serve our taxpayers well. We are com-
mitted to finding funding to renovate 
our stadium in a way that will allow for 
much more use by the students and the 
community, at a smaller cost. A synthetic 
grass or turf field is the clear choice.”    
 The current cost to maintain our 
natural grass field ranges from $25,000 
to $50,000 per year. The annual main-
tenance costs for a synthetic grass field 
have been estimated to be about $5,000 
per year. Resurfacing the field with 
synthetic turf will immediately expand 
potential uses. With synthetic turf, the 
field will immediately be available for use 
by other sports, such as lacrosse, soccer, 
field hockey, and other community teams 
and activities, such as cheerleading com-
petitions, football camps, youth lacrosse 
clinics, and youth soccer camps and clin-
ics to be held during the summer.
 The current estimated cost of the 
project is $750,000. The CHHS Ath-
letic Department is seeking a $200,000 
grant from the NFL. Additional funding 
will be raised by booster and alumni 
groups. “Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed 
Kelley has even agreed to help us with 
our fundraising efforts,” stated Hughes. 
“Fundraising is never easy, especially 

right now, but we have to do some-
thing.”
 Plans for Hosford Field are not 
limited to the field but also include the 
ticket booths, stands and restrooms, 
with the goal being to give the Tigers fa-
cilities on par with the success they have 
shown on the field. Current thoughts 
also include moving the home stands to 
where the visitor stands are, with sup-
port spaces located under them, along 
with turning the west parking lot into 
a plaza, ideal for tailgate parties.
 The district has carefully studied 
health, safety, and environmental factors 
before recommending a synthetic turf 
field be installed. There is little evidence 
that current turf technology allows for 
more injuries than natural grass, but 
just to be certain, we’ve opted for a 
higher grade of turf that provides more 
cushioning. There is some anecdotal 
information circulating online connect-
ing turf and germs, but from the current 
literature, this seems to be no more a 
concern with turf than with grass.
 Additionally, as part of this project, 
the district has committed to installing 
either a rain garden or a comprehen-
sive system for filtering and containing 
stormwater to limit runoff. We have also 
opted for a sand-based infill rather than 
the more typical “crumb” rubber mate-
rial because some concerns have been 
raised about the chemicals contained 
in crumb rubber. “We are in phase 
one of a grassroots effort to generate 
some support for this project. Without 
community support, we will have to 
continue to find other fields, off district 
property, to play on,” stated Hughes.

[Editor’s Note: To read another opinion 
about artificial turf fields, see Joan Spoerl’s 
February opinion piece at www.heightsob-
sever.org.]

Angee Shaker is director of communications for 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

An architect’s rendering of what a new field and 
stadium could look like at CHHS.

large numbers of Asians moving into 
Cleveland Heights, Shaker Heights, 
and Mayfield Heights, with growth in 
the young Hispanic population in Old 
Brooklyn and Parma.
 In the same 2000–2010-year period, 
Cleveland Heights lost residents in 
the 35- to-44 age group. In fact, none 
of the top growth neighborhoods for 
25- to 34-year olds—including Lake-
wood, downtown Cleveland, Ohio 
City, Tremont, Mayfield Heights, and 
Old Brooklyn—were among the top 15 
growth areas for 35- to 44- year-olds, and 
most lost population in this age cohort. 
Of all the urban and inner-ring places 
in the region, only Shaker Heights was 
among the top 15 gainers in that older 
age group. 
 Piiparinen’s suggestion is that 
when middle-class people reach “fam-
ily-rearing” age, they have historically 
sought to locate where other middle 
class families seem to be going, in 
search of high-rated schools, low crime 
rates, and family-friendly amenities. 
This generally outward-moving pattern 
has pervaded American life for genera-
tions, and cities have still managed to 
grow as long as a constant influx of 
new in-migration filled in the urban 
core as other families filtered outward. 
Cleveland has lacked that in-migration 
element since the 1950s, which has 
contributed to its steady population 
loss. Piiparinen’s research suggests 
the overall pattern may be changing, 
however.
 “Perhaps the Millennial Generation 
is different from past generations in that 
their ‘aspirational geographies’ have 
shifted from the suburban landscape 
to the urban environment,” he writes. 

If the American Dream of this next 
generation is all about walkable neigh-
borhoods and access to the quality-of-
life benefits that only a diverse urban 
environment can provide, then the 
Cleveland area is in position to build 
on existing strengths. Most likely, such 
repopulation of the urban core would 
build outward from areas of sustained 
quality of life. As the Heights Observer 
study of October 2011 demonstrated, 
the Heights area already offers that high 
quality of life, and thus could help lead 
a regional resurgence.
 To Piiparinen, one deciding factor 
will be if these places that are so attrac-
tive to people aged 25 to 34 can “really 
step up and deliver for families” and thus 
retain these residents as they age. That 
would mean offering school options 
that can compete with outer suburbs, 
as well as offering family amenities 
such as recreation centers, parks, and 
libraries—essentially demonstrating 
that the reasons to stay outweigh the 
pressures to leave.
 “What really grows your city is 
quality of life,” Piiparinen said. “In 
Cleveland you can get great quality of 
life at an affordable price. Better qual-
ity of life attracts more creative people. 
Better minds make better ideas and bet-
ter ideas make a better economy. This 
gives us an advantage in comparison to 
places like Chicago or Boston that are 
a lot more expensive right now.” 
 Read the full report at http://blog.
case.edu/msass/2013/02/14/Briefly_Stated_
No_13-02_Mapping_Human_Capital.pdf.

Greg Donley, a longtime Cleveland Heights 
resident, holds an M.S. in urban studies from 
Cleveland State University.
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Installed & Refinished Hardwood Floors   n  Rough & Finished Carpentry
Kitchens - Bathrooms - Additions

30 years in business - 10% discount for senior citizens
“We Do the Work”  (216) 319-5787

QuintanaConstruction.net QuintanaConstruction.net 
quintanasoninc@hotmail.com

General Contractor, MBE Certified. Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

For Specific Dates and Times and to REGISTER NOW, visit
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

SUMMER CAMPS
JUNE 17 - AUGUST 10

Jazz Camp // Piano Camp // Suzuki Camp // Rainbow Camp //
Musical Theatre // Musical Revue Camp // Music Builders //
Brass & Wind Camp // Intro to Instruments // AND MORE!

These arts-enriched Summer Camps will infuse learning,
fun and creativity into your child’s day!

Programs are generously funded by:

Cleveland Heights road repairs
Mary Dunbar

It may seem doubtful in the midst 
of “pothole season,” but Cleveland 
Heights’ streets are improving. In 2009, 
the city completed repairs on just 11 
of its more than 270 streets. In 2010, 
work was done on all or part of some 
18 streets; on 31 streets in 2011; on 53 
streets in 2012; with 33 more streets 
slated for work in 2013. By the end of 
2015, the city expects to have dealt with 
virtually every street.
 Alex Mannarino, public works di-
rector, gets credit for having instituted 
a systematic plan for road maintenance 
three years ago. Street repairs are 
prioritized based on road evaluations, 
complaints received about potholes, 
core samples and  available funds, which 

have remained stable at about $2 million 
over this time frame. Each road receives 
a score and is rated very good, good, fair, 
poor, or very poor.
 The city aims to maintain very good 
and good roads. Roads in fair condition 
typically are treated to chip sealing. This 
involves replacing distressed sections 
of pavement, followed by applications 
of liquid asphalt, rock chips, and a final 
coat. Chip sealing has improved in re-
cent years and can extend the life of the 
street by about eight to ten years.
 Streets in poor or very poor condi-
tion are patched. Later, the road sur-
face is ground off, and the road base is 
replaced and strengthened as needed. A 
final coat of at least two inches of hot-
mix asphalt should keep the roadway 
structurally sound for at least 12 years.

 Almost all road repair work is 
contracted out through a competitive 
process. The city rigorously inspects 
contractors’ work to ensure quality.  
 Other aspects of road maintenance 
are repainting road markings, snow re-
moval and salting, pothole repairs, and 
street sweeping to keep drains open and 
to remove curbside obstacles for bicy-
clists. Public works employees, cross-
trained to perform different jobs, do 
much of this work. The city’s planning, 
public service and police departments 
collaborate for improvements in road 
markings and signage.
 Though charming, Cleveland 
Heights’s few remaining brick roads can 
be cost prohibitive to maintain. Cover-
ing them with asphalt improves driving 
safety and makes repair affordable.
 Cleveland Heights must maintain 
not only residential streets but also its 
major thoroughfares. Since 2010, Cleve-
land Heights has resurfaced Monticello 

Perry Auto Center

 Car Sales 
Buy Here Pay Here

0% interest
Warranties available

Body and mechanical 
repairs financed

Interested in seeing the car? 
We will bring it to you.

(440)259-3125

Boulevard from Mayfield to Noble roads, 
and Taylor Road from Euclid Heights 
Boulevard to East Cleveland. Work is 
expected on Mayfield Road in 2013, on 
much of Cedar Road in 2016, on Noble 
Road in 2018 and Lee Road in 2020.
 How are road repairs paid for? The 
tax on gasoline sales and vehicle regis-
trations are important to funding road 
repairs. Some gas-tax funds are used to 
improve the national highway system 
and mass transit, but some return lo-
cally. Agencies such as the Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 
(NOACA) play a role in allocating funds 
for road resurfacing. Ohio apportions its 
share of gas-tax road-repair funds to mu-
nicipalities, counties and townships based 
on vehicle registrations and Ohio law. 
Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG) from the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development may be used 
in low-income areas. Major regional thor-
oughfares may qualify for federal funding 
for maintenance, with a local match. The 
city has to apply to a variety of agencies 
to pay for repairs to major thoroughfares, 
and in some cases has to take out a loan, 
then await reimbursement.
 Road renovation projects will start 
soon and typically end in November. 
You can report potholes by calling 216-
691-7300.
 Maintaining streets is a complex 
and major civic responsibility. The job 
never ends, but Cleveland Heights 
employees have us moving in the right 
direction.

Mary Dunbar, member of Cleveland Heights 
City Council and president of the Heights 
Bicycle Coalition, prefers to ride her bicycle 
around our streets, weather permitting.

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives
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• Family owned/operated
•  Passionate car people – not 

just people who work on cars
•  They love us on Angie’s List; 

you will too.
Bring in this ad and get $10 off 
on any service

Try us; we’re different – really 

Congratulations
Scholastic 
Art+Writing 
Competition 
Winners!

As host of the Scholastic 

Art + Writing Competition 

for 34 years, we couldn’t  

be prouder of the 19  

national winners from 

Northeast Ohio.  

See the winning work at  
cia.edu/2013scholastic

Work on your creative skills— 
take a class: 
cia.edu/continuinged

Congratulations to: 
Bay High School
Beaumont School
Brecksville-Broadview 

Heights Middle School
Brush High School
Cleveland School of the Arts
Gilmour Academy
Hawken School
Lakewood High School
Laurel School
Orange High School
Shaker Heights High School
Solon High School
St. Ignatius High School
St. Joseph Academy
University School
Westlake High School

2254 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts

(216) 321-1296

Tuesday 11 - 5:30 
Wednesday 11 - 5:30

Thursday 11 - 5:30
Friday 11 - 6:00 

Saturday 11 - 5:00

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

New Hours 
Happy Spring!Happy Spring!

Bright New Merchandise! 
Purses, Paper goods, 

Greetings, Baby/Children, 
Charming Jewelry, Gifts  

... so much more

Drop by

Teachers on the picket line?
Alastair Pearson

Since March 3, the Strongsville teach-
ers’ strike has been the subject of gos-
sip statewide. Even the San Francisco 
Chronicle reported on this local story 
that happens to symbolize the most 
divisive issue facing public education 
today. The right of teachers to union-
ize affects every school district during 
this era of budgetary cutbacks and mass 
layoffs, and it is particularly important 
to Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights as the local teacher’s union 
prepares to negotiate a new contract 
this spring.
 As a high school student, I feel the 
right of workers to unionize cannot be 
impeded for the sake of efficiency. Al-
though feelings run high during strikes, 
this is ultimately the process whereby 
workers and management agree to com-
pensation that both sides believe is fair. 
We sacrifice the quality of our schools 
and lower the incentive for qualified 
people to teach if we restrict collective 
bargaining. For the future, it would be 
wise for the Heights to stand firm on the 
legitimacy of an educators’ union.
 The Heights teachers contract 
expires this June, and Ari Klein, Cleve-
land Heights Teachers Union (CHTU) 
president since last April, will lead 
negotiations. Just before his election, 
the union fought Senate Bill 5, Gov. 
Kasich’s move to restrict public sec-
tor unions, and was vindicated by the 
repeal of the bill during a referendum 
by Ohio voters in November 2011. 
Last February, a CHTU online bulletin 
warned that “attacks are not going to 
stop with the repeal of SB 5” and that 
“[a]ny teacher who believes that [this 
is] the time to be complacent needs to 
be woken up quickly.”
 There is an extensive list of griev-
ances on the CHTU website, which 
includes a “bargaining poll” completed 
by much of the membership. As June 
approaches, it is likely CHTU will ramp 
up its press releases. Union leadership 
has made strong political stands before, 

and even asked members to approve a 
petition calling for drastic change in 
“high-stakes” testing, which they claim 
is responsible for harming children.
 With a 41-year CHTU streak of 
raising salaries, it seems unlikely that 
district teachers would willingly face a 
wage freeze if the administration refuses 
to increase pay. So the question then 
becomes whether the teachers have the 
right to strike in that event, and whether 
we can restrict collective bargaining 
should teachers “abuse” this power.
 At this point in American history, 
the discussion is no longer whether 
unions can exist. They can, and they 
also have the right to bargain, and to 
strike should negotiations be unfa-
vorable. Striking is the backbone of 
unions. Without it, they are powerless 
associations of like-minded profession-
als subject to the will of their superiors. 
Because of striking, unions can find 
compromises with the best possible 
pay for workers and the least possible 
expense for management. This means 
that unionized workforces are happier, 
more productive, and ultimately more 
profitable.
 While teaching isn’t geared toward 
profitability, teachers still need to be 
competent, and educators in unions are 
better instructors. It’s futile to debate 
restricting collective bargaining on le-
gal grounds, because a clear precedent 
exists, and it’s illogical, because unions 
create parity and efficiency. When we 
question if we can remove the right to 
strike, we cannot. Without it, unions lose 
the tool by which their members receive 
fair treatment. For CH-UH, and for the 
nation as a whole, we shouldn’t think 
of ways to reduce the rights of unions. 
Union members work in our factories, 
our offices and our classrooms, and to 
seize their rights is an assault on us all.

Alastair Pearson is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, and a student at Saint Ignatius. He 
is editor of the opinion page for the school 
newspaper, and is involved in the school’s 
literary magazine.

CH move to Amend needs signatures and  
volunteers to put initiative on November ballot
Carla Rautenberg

Cleveland Heights Move to Amend is 
organizing an event that will ramp up 
the group’s petition drive to put a citi-
zens’ initiative on the Cleveland Heights 
ballot in November.  The measure calls 
on Congress to amend the U.S. Consti-
tution to establish that corporations are 
not people and money is not speech.
 We invite all area citizens to join us 
on Saturday, April 20, 1–4 p.m., at En-
semble Theatre (2843 Washington Blvd.) 
to pick up petitions and walk lists, receive 
a brief tutorial on signature-gathering, 
and disburse across the city in pairs, 
going door-to-door to collect signatures 
of registered voters. The afternoon will 
conclude with refreshments, sharing 
experiences, and a tally of the signatures 
collected that day.
 Anyone registered to vote in Ohio 
may circulate a petition, so we encourage 
our friends from neighboring suburbs to 
join this entirely nonpartisan effort.
 Since the Citizens United case in 
2010, corporate entities—including for-
profit companies, nonprofits, political 
action committees (PACs), super-PACs, 
501(c)4 organizations and labor unions—
and wealthy individuals have been able to 
contribute huge sums of money to politi-
cal campaigns in secret. We believe that 
when money is legally considered speech, 
those with the most money have the 
most speech, contradicting the principle 
of “one person, one vote.” Furthermore, 
secret undisclosed contributions leave 
us with the unacceptable prospect of 
silent speech that drowns out the voices 

of legitimate voters.
 Our rights as citizens to initiative 
and referendum, granted by the Ohio 
Constitution more than 100 years ago, 
are under attack in Columbus follow-
ing the success of Issue 5. Any major 
changes to initiative and referendum 
procedures will be challenged in the 
Ohio Supreme Court and are unlikely 
to affect our Cleveland Heights ballot 
initiative. So, let’s get it on the ballot 
now, while we still can!
 Some have questioned whether the 
Move to Amend is really a local issue. If 
we believe that local communities should 
have the right to prevent or regulate oil 
and gas drilling within their borders; if 
we want to have input about the loca-
tion of cell towers in our towns; if we 
strive to protect local businesses from 
the incursion of big box stores, we must 
reserve for human beings the “person-
hood rights” that corporations have won 
in court over the last 140 years. Full text 
of the Cleveland Heights initiative is at 
www.movetoamend.org/cleveland-heights.
 Join the Cleveland Heights Move 
to Amend event on April 20. (rain date 
Sunday, April 21).
 If you cannot join us on April 20, you 
can still circulate a petition. Contact Sally 
Hanley at yrpalsal@copper.net to request a 
petition-—5,000 signatures are needed to 
get this critical issue on the ballot. Brecks-
ville and Newburgh Heights citizens have 
already voted for and passed the Move to 
Amend, as have many other cities.

Carla Rautenberg is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and member of Move To Amend.
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LET ME  
PUT THIS  
IN YOUR YARD 

Mention discount when scheduling. Tune-up allows for 
45 minutes of labor per system; parts additional. Valid during 
normal workday hours. One discount per visit. Excludes 
non-standard and attic A/C systems.     Expires 7/31/13

This summer 
there’s a better

way to keep cool!     
Schedule your 

Air Conditioning 
Tune-Up Now! 

Only $89

HEATING / COOLING / PLUMBING / BOILERS
hannheatingcooling.com 

216-932-9755

Cedar Fairmount businesses appreciate work 
of area postman

Kaye Lowe 

The Cedar Fairmount business district 
is fortunate to have A.T. “Teddy” Wilson 
delivering mail in the neighborhood. At 
age 76, Wilson is the longest-serving ac-
tive letter carrier in the state of Ohio.
 Cedar Fairmount business owners 
say that Wilsons’s tireless efforts, atten-
tion to detail—no one gets the wrong 
mail—and his cheerfulness brighten 
their days. He has delivered mail in 
Cleveland Heights since 1980.
 After graduating from high school 
at the age of 18, his father advised him 
to get a job working as a postal worker.  
“Teddy,” he said, “The U.S. Postal Ser-
vice pays well, there will not be layoffs, 
you will be doing a service, and there 
is decent retirement.” Wilson says his 
respect for his father inspired him to 
pursue a career that has spanned 58 
years.
 Wilson started out as a “cub,” 
working inside sorting mail, then was a 
clerk, and finally a postal carrier. He has 
delivered mail in Shaker Heights, Brate-
nahl and Cleveland Heights. Although 
Wilson has been offered management 
positions many times, he refused them 
all. “I didn’t want to be involved with 
the politics that come into play as a 
manager,” he said.
 Wilson says the best part of his job 
is relating to people he serves. He is 
genuinely concerned for those to whom 
he delivers mail. He told how he once 
found two days of mail at a house on 
Grandview Avenue. He knew that an 
elderly woman lived alone in the house. 
He looked in the window and saw her 
lying on the floor. His quick call for help 
brought her medical attention. “I look 
out for my people,” he said. “Once you 
decide you are a servant, you look for 
opportunities to help.”
 Wilson said that his attitude toward 
his job and his life mean everything. 
Bob Murphy, of Branch 40, wrote about 
Wilson receiving his 50-year gold union 

card, “He is committed and dedicated 
and deserves all the recognition and 
respect he gets.”
 Wilson is active in the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers, and is pas-
sionate about protecting letter carriers 
and their contract. In March he went to 
Washington as a union representative to 
lobby against ending Saturday delivery 
and modifications to the carrier’s retire-
ment plan.
 Wilson and his wife, Ardeila, have 
two daughters, Paula and Angela, and a 
grandson who attends Kent State Uni-
versity.  “I’m blessed to have daughters,” 
he said, “Girls always love daddy.”
 Cedar Fairmount and Cleveland 
Heights are fortunate to have Teddy 
Wilson as our mail carrier and in our 
lives. At 76, he definitely is an extraor-
dinary letter carrier, with no immediate 
plans to retire.

Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the 
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District.

Teddy wilson has been delivering the mail for 
58 years.

Plans underway for 12th annual Discover  
Cedar Fairmount Festival on Aug. 11
Kaye Lowe 

Save the date for Cedar Fairmount’s 
12th annual festival. This year’s event 
will take place Sunday, Aug. 11, from 
noon to 5 p.m. The hours have been 
extended at the request of patrons and 
vendors. The festival is located along 
Cedar Road and Fairmount Boulevard in 
the Cedar Fairmount Business District 
in Cleveland Heights.
 In 2012, many families with small 
children enjoyed perfect weather and 
free, family-friendly activities. This 
year’s festival will include many familiar 
activities from years past, with addi-
tional entertainment and music.
 The 2013 festival has received a 
grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. 

Matching funds are being sought from 
Cedar Fairmount merchants, profes-
sionals and residents of the surrounding 
neighborhood.
 Activities and entertainment are still 
being considered. An enlarged arts-and- 
crafts exhibit, showcasing local Heights 
and regional artists, is planned for four 
locations. Entertainment will include the 
return of the Euclid Beach Rocket Car, 
Pony Tales, Bouncer and two clowns. 
Music groups the Karma Kings and Old 
Boy will perform.
 For more information about partici-
pating in the festival, call 216 791-3172 or 
visit www.cedarfairmount.org.

Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the Ce-
dar Fairmount Special Improvement District.

• Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216-932-3003 • stone-oven.com

HEIGHTS COME TO MEET . 
WHERE THE

2267 Lee Road 

 Commercial Space Available 
2,000 square-foot storefront 
Suitable for office or retail  

1986 Noble Road 
(Across from General Electric) 

Call Chester Tucker at (216) 973-0587 
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Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 19, 2013
Council member Janine R. Boyd was absent.

Dog walking in Cain Park
During the citizen participation segment of the 
meeting, resident Carrie whitehouse provided 
an update on The Dog Project pilot by noting 
the successful recruitment of volunteers to stock 
waste stations [with biodegradable waste 
bags] and announcing the new website, www.
clevehtsdogproject.weebly.com. About a dozen 
members of the project committee were present. 
They thanked the city manager and council, 
especially Council member Jason Stein, for 
the legislation. Later in the meeting, council 
approved the six-month pilot project to permit 
leashed-dog walking in Cain Park under speci-
fied conditions. Stein commented that this was 
a direct result of citizen participation involving 
much time, effort and study since last June.

Doan Brook Watershed Partnership
Council approved an agreement with Doan 
Brook watershed Partnership for partial fund-
ing for operating expenses of the nonprofit for 
April 1, 2013 through march 31, 2014 in the 
amount of $18,000.

Sale of city property
Council authorized the sale of city-owned prop-
erty at 3150–52 East Derbyshire Road, the third 
house in the East Derbyshire neighborhood 
Improvement Program funded by Community 
Development Block Grant funds, to an owner 
occupant for $73,000.

Marotta’s restaurant outdoor expansion
Council granted to marotta’s restaurant, 
2289 Lee Road, an easement for expansion 
of outdoor dining behind the restaurant. This 
will not affect the number of spaces in the city 

parking lot.

School Travel Plan
Council authorized the city manager to apply to 
the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) project through 
the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
for funding to be used for School Travel Plan 
development.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

mARCH 4, 2013
All council members were present.

Citizen communications
Council recognized maury Feren for his service to 
the city and for being made Knight of the Legion 
of Honor, an award bestowed by the government 
of France. This high honor, created by napoleon 
in 1804, was awarded to Feren in recognition of 
his acts of heroism and remarkable deeds during 
world war II. He fought in the Battle of the Bulge 
and was a liberator. Feren expressed his gratitude 
for having the opportunity to serve the city as a 
member of the Commission on Aging, and for the 
recognition of his war service.

Demolition of former Medic property
Council approved the contribution of $30,000 
toward the demolition of the former medic prop-
erty at 2920 noble Road. This action amends the 
resolution that authorized purchase of the prop-
erty from the Cuyahoga County Land Bank. The 
Land Bank had agreed to demolish the property 
but asked for a contribution by the city because 
of unexpected demolition costs.

3629 Grosvenor Road
wells Fargo Bank will donate the property at 
3629 Grosvenor Road to the city and cover all 
transfer costs. The city will decide the disposition 

of the property in the future.

Board and commission appointments
The council approved appointment of the fol-
lowing to city boards and commissions; all have 
served before:
•�Administrative� Services:� David� Benson,� Hugh�

Fiebig and Vadim Ludvich. Terms expire Oct. 
31, 2014.

•��Architecture�Board�of�Review:�Todd�Anderson.�
Term expires Dec. 31, 2015.

•��Board�of�Zoning�Appeals:�Gail�Bromley.�Term�
expires Jan. 31, 2016.

•��Commission�on�Aging:�Pat�Dillard,�Anne�Hunter,�
wilma Kasper, Shirley Bingham LeCompte, 
Judith Van Kleef and Carol whitlach. Terms 
expire June 30, 2014.

•��Landmark�Commission:�Marjorie�Kitchell,�James�
Edmonson and Charles miller. Terms expire 
Dec. 31, 2015.

•��Planning�Commission:�Michael�Unger�and�Leon-
ard Horowitz. Terms expire Dec. 31, 2018.

Block grants for community development 
projects
Council reallocated $8,071 of Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds from neighborhood 
Project Repair to the Deferred Loan match fund. 
This change, which has been approved [by] the 
Citizens Advisory Committee, will support commu-
nity development projects that need funding.

Ohio House Bill 5
Council approved a resolution expressing strong 
opposition to the passage of Ohio House Bill 5 
(HB 5) as it is currently written. The law proposes 
uniformity measures for municipal income taxes 
that council finds objectionable because they 
could cause a substantial loss of revenue and 
impose unfunded mandates. The resolution urges 

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LwV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

legislators to reject HB 5 and any legislation 
that reduces municipal income tax revenue or 
removes municipalities’ right to enforce their own 
local income tax laws. According to Council 
member Dennis wilcox, there is bipartisan op-
position to this bill among municipalities because 
of the threat to their ability to function. while 
there is a need for some improved uniformity, 
this bill ignores areas where there is consensus 
for change.

Free paper shredding
may 18 is shredding day and the public is 
invited to bring paper for free shredding.

LWV Observer: Susie Kaeser.

note: youTube videos of Cleveland Heights City 
Council meetings may be accessed at youtube.
com/clevelandheightsoh.

also draw customers from the region, 
not just from the immediate neighbor-
hood.
 Storefront vacancies proved dif-
ficult to measure. First, the number of 
storefronts is difficult to determine be-
cause existing buildings can be split up 
into multiple storefronts, and a database 
of ground-level commercial addresses 
and square footage is not available. Va-
cancies also fluctuate seasonally. More 
businesses open during the spring and 
summer months, while many close dur-
ing the cold Northeast Ohio winters 
when shoppers spend less.
 For the 2013 study, FutureHeights 
worked with the city to develop a data-
base of street addresses and created a 
storefront quality scale, using national 
models. The quality scale is based on 
characteristics that are deemed impor-
tant for visibility, safety and attractive-
ness, and consisted of an evaluation 
of three storefront components: the 
façade, windows, and signage (see 
chart). 
 Each storefront began with a 
maximum of four points. The rating was 
reduced by one point for each character-
istic the storefront lacked. Each district 
was assigned a quality rating based on 
the average rating of its storefronts. 
A rating was not determinable for the 
Severance business district because 
most of the stores follow a standard-
ized model dictated by their company 
headquarters.
 One of the models FutureHeights 
used in developing its quality rating 
is that of Vibrant Streets, a Washing-
ton, D.C.-based organization that has 
determined eight characteristics that 
contribute to making a retail district 
vibrant. These eight characteristics 
include Managed, Retail-appropriate, 

Mixed, Safe, Championed, Anchored, 
Walkable and Unified. The group con-
ducts seminars and has created a tool-
box for retailers, community groups, 
government agencies, businesses, 
merchant associations, and others who 
seek to improve the vibrancy of their 
commercial districts.
 Not surprisingly, those Heights 
districts that fulfill the first essential 
characteristic identified by Vibrant 
Streets, to be “managed”—those that 
are organized by a special improvement 
district (SID) or merchant association 
—have the lowest vacancy rates.
 Steve Presser, marketing director 
of the Coventry Village SID,” said 
“Coventry has a long history of low 
vacancy. When people are looking, 
their first impression is important. We 
invest our money into the streetscape 
by maintaining and beautifying our 
district. Through our SID website and 
Facebook, we are able to market our-

selves to potential business owners and 
consumers. By doing these things, we 
attract a great clientele.”
 “Championed” is the Vibrant 
Streets characteristic that encompasses 
marketing activities. Those districts 
that are managed are able to combine 
their resources to actively champion 
and market their district to potential 
business tenants. While individual land-
lords may post signs advertising vacant 
properties, and prospective tenants may 
contact the city for help in finding a lo-
cation, no comprehensive, user-friendly 
information source for Heights-based 
commercial properties exists.
 Public and private investments 
in streetscapes and public art help 
make potential business owners more 
comfortable in investing their own 
resources into a district. Coventry Vil-
lage undertook a massive streetscape 
improvement project a decade ago. 
Cedar Fairmount and Cedar Lee are 

vaCanCies continued from page 1

poised to do the same.
 The City of Cleveland Heights of-
fers many programs that can help small 
business owners invest in their proper-
ties, such as a commercial loan program, 
a storefront renovation program and 
open communication with the SIDs and 
merchant associations. 
 The city’s planning department 
conducted a strategic planning process 
in 2011 that outlined several key strate-
gies for commercial district improve-
ment, such as helping to develop SIDs 
in each neighborhood, tracking vacancy 
rates in each district, and addressing 
walkability and parking needs. 
 For more information, visit www.
vibrantstreets.org or contact Future-
Heights at info@futureheights.org or 
216-320-1423.

Kendra Dean is a graduate student at the 
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences and 
is currently an intern at FutureHeights.

Comparison of storefront vacancies in 2009 and 2013



Heights Observer April 1, 2013     www.heightsobserver.org8

UnivERSiTy HEigHTS nEwS

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
FEBRUARy 19, 2013
All council members were present.

Thomas Cozzens
Family members of [former councilman] Thomas 
Cozzens received proclamations from the 
Ohio General Assembly and Ohio Senate, his 
name plaque and copies of condolence mes-
sages. Council also presented a plaque which 
included a cartoon honoring Cozzens from 
the Sun Press.

Mark N. Wiseman
mark n. wiseman was sworn in to fill Thomas 
Cozzens’ seat until the november election. 
wiseman is a practicing attorney with expertise 
in housing and foreclosures. He has lived in 
University Heights for 25 years and served on 
the Charter Review Commission.

JCU and HRRC programs
John Carroll University (JCU) offers free public 
forums. The next topic will be on eating disor-
ders. Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC) 
now serves the broader community. Information 
can be found at www.hrrc-ch.org.

Fire department consolidation
mayor Susan Infield sent a letter out to the com-
munity in response to postcards distributed by 
members of the fire department. Some residents 
feared they would be unable to call 911 after 
the merger. The memorandum of understand-

ing is only the first step toward a continuing 
conversation. The finance directors and mayors 
[of University Heights and Shaker Heights] are 
meeting to determine financial considerations. The 
two fire chiefs will then meet to discuss operation 
considerations, and then the unions will join the 
discussion for labor considerations. The final step 
will be a vote by each of the city councils.

Traffic signal repair
Council authorized the additional cost for repairs to 
the traffic signal at Cedar and warrensville Center 
roads. The signal was damaged in an accident when 
an RTA bus hit several cars and a utility pole. The city 
is paying for the cost of the repairs and will be reim-
bursed by RTA. This is the third and final expenditure, 
paying $18,432 to install the new traffic control box. 
The two previous expenditures were for temporary 
repairs and the purchase of the new control box. 
There is only one vendor authorized to do this work 
so multiple bids were not obtained.

Uniformity of tax collections
Council voted to oppose State House Bill 5 (HB 5) 
that would provide uniformity to the process of tax 
collections by local communities. The Ohio House 
of Representatives has made some revisions to last 
year’s HB 601, but mayor Infield and Council 
member Steven Sims still have strong concerns 
about the negative effect of this legislation on 
local community tax revenues.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

mARCH 4, 2013
Vice mayor Frankie Goldberg was absent.

Fire services
The mayor wrote a letter [posted on the city] 
website detailing the proposal to combine fire 
services with Shaker Heights, to clear up any 
misinformation.

Trees
Council approved soliciting bids for stump grind-
ing and tree planting. There will be 38–40 stumps 
ground this season costing about $2,500–3,000. 
There will also be about 120 trees replanted in 
the spring. Council member Steven Sims wanted 
the service director to explain the vision of the tree 
program. The director responded that it is not just 
the stump grinding and replanting, but also the 
care of the existing trees by an arborist each year. 
Currently, they are rotating by zones to work on 
the pruning and replanting.

Dominion East Ohio Gas
The law director stated that Dominion East Ohio 
Gas will be installing automated mechanisms on 
each house. This will cost residents 38 to 42 cents 
per month on their gas bills.

Electronic device use while driving
The police chief noted that the grace period from 
the state regarding ticketing drivers who are using 
an electronic device has expired. Only hands-free 
devices can be used. This is a secondary offense 
for adults and a primary offense for juveniles. The 

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 7.

city will be deciding its stance during the year.

Violence Against Women Act
The police chief also noted that the Violence 
Against women Act is in effect. It will now be 
easier to get information about sexual assaults 
on college campuses.

Overnight parking
The police department is discussing the overnight 
parking law. Currently, a car can be parked for one 
hour with no ticket unless there is a special circum-
stance. The department is considering a parking 
ban. It is difficult to enforce the one-hour law.

Trees by power lines
The public service director reported that the elec-
tric company will be sending out a tree service 
company to prune trees by the power lines.

Property exteriors
The building commissioner discussed that this 
year the exterior of homes and commercial 
properties on certain street will be evaluated.

LWV Observer: Michele Weiss.

Senior Citizen Happenings
Senior Citizen Happenings are spon-
sored by the City of University Heights, 
and are open to all. Events take place 
on Thursdays at 2 p.m. at the Uni-
versity Heights Library. For informa-
tion, and to suggest topics for future 
programs, contact the UH Office for 
Senior Services at 216-397-0336.
April 4: Stephen Hotchkiss, world 
traveler and assistant professor of 
international business at Notre Dame 
College, draws on his experience to 
explore the question “Do China and 
India pose a threat to America?”
April 11: Natalie Ronayne, executive 
director of Cleveland Botanical Garden,  

 

 

   

If you are 55+ and 

want to live more simply, 

         yet still independently and vibrantly, 

in a supportive atmosphere in the Heights, 

here are 3 good reasons to live here: 
 

 #1   LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!  
With restaurants, banks, a grocery store, bakeries, 

RTA bus stops, a beauty salon, a gas station, and more  
within an easy stroll, you won’t have to drive in bad weather, or, at all! 

 #2    VERY FLEXIBLE MONTHLY LEASES! 

  #3    NO UPFRONT BUY-IN COSTS! 
 
 

Please call for information 
and your personal tour! 

 

(216) 321-5400    ●    www.thealcazar.com 
Located in Cleveland Heights’ charming Cedar Fairmount 

neighborhood at 2450 Derbyshire Road, 44106 

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

We’re So Nice to Come Home to! 

music program, the student newspa-
per and the swim team. He was also a 
member of Boy Scout Troop 22, where 
he became an Eagle Scout and Senior 
Patrol Leader.
 “Joe was a great leader who got all 
of the boys involved. He knew how 
to make all of them feel valued,” said 
Ari Klein, Troop 22’s scoutmaster and 
a math teacher at Heights High. “He 
was especially good at telling campfire 
stories; really funny ones that everyone 

could act out.”
 Klein said the Boy Scout troop was 
“like a family” for Quandt, and a “very 
important part of his life.” Quandt’s 
younger brother, Andrew, 17, is still a 
member of Troop 22.
 “Joe didn’t seem to care about being 
a leader, but he was one. He led quietly 
by example and by caring about others,” 
said Faith Gill, the mother of one of 
Quandt’s closest childhood friends. “He 
was everybody’s first friend. When there 

quandt continued from page 1

was a new kid in school or class, it was 
always Joe who would make that person 
feel welcome and at home. If you’re the 
new person, that’s something you just 
don’t forget. He made that kind of last-
ing impression on everbody he met.
 “Joe loved to participate in life,” she 
continued. “He didn’t call attention to 
himself, but you could always look for 
him in the middle of a group of friends, 
just enjoying being a part of whatever 
was going on.”
 Brett Baker, director of instrumental 
music, remembers Quandt similarly, de-
scribing him as a “nice kid, very humble, 
really excited, [who] left a lasting impres-
sion on a lot of people. He was a wonderful, 
wonderful student who loved music, was a 
hard worker, had a lot of friends and was a 
lot of fun.” 
 Quandt played alto saxophone in the 
Jazz Ensemble, Symphonic Winds and in 
a saxophone quartet during his years at 
Heights.
 Baker recalls an uncharacteristic 
moment for Quandt in spring 2008, at 
the Heights High Jazz Ensemble’s “Jazz 
Night” concert. Baker encourages each 
student to play an improvised solo dur-
ing that concert—something Quandt 
had seldom done all year. But he agreed 
to do it at Jazz Night, and when his turn 

came, Quandt began the solo and then 
simply didn’t stop. Baker calls it a “very 
extended solo.”
 “It was so exciting to see a freshman 
come out of his shell like that,” said Baker. 
Gill vividly remembers that solo, too, as 
the only time she ever saw him take the 
spotlight and not want to give it back.
 David Schellenberg, who attended 
Heights schools with Quandt and was a 
Cub Scout in Pack 36 with him, said that 
Quandt was “a really good person.” Schel-
lenberg last saw him when Quandt was 
awarded the Eagle in 2011 and said “it was 
great to see him and catch up with him.” 
 “The better you knew him and his 
background, the more inspiring he was,” 
said Bob Rosenbaum, whose daughters 
were among the group of friends who 
went through elementary, middle and 
high school with Quandt. “He was quiet, 
thoughtful, bright and determined to 
build a great future for himself. And 
that’s exactly what he was doing.”
 Quandt is survived by his parents, 
James and Angela, his brother, Andrew, 
and his sister, Rachael. He is prede-
ceased by sister Lisa Marie.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.

reports on how the CBG’s strategic plan 
has increased membership, attendance, 
investment, construction and marketing, 
and enhanced the experience for garden 
visitors.
April 18: Barbara Boyd, our 9th 
District House Representative in the 
Ohio State Assembly, reflects on the 
sometimes challenging—but always 
satisfying—experience of service in 
government.
April 25: Joyce Kessler, professor of lit-
erature at the Cleveland Institute of Art, 
will discuss the beginnings of the Ameri-
cas, through the prisms of literature and 
social history.
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Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat/ 4-9 p.m.

 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Expires  May 31, 2013.  Not valid with other 
offers/discounts. 1 per table. 

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Buy 1 appetizer, 
get 1 free
with this ad.

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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 What’s your favorite treasure?
We’ll help you show it off.

Heights family hosts fundraiser 
for childhood cancer
Simone Quartell

On March 10, more than 70 people ei-
ther shaved their heads or donated hair 
to be made into wigs at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center. Organized 
by Cleveland Heights resident Krissy 
Gallagher, they raised $42,766 for St. 
Baldrick’s Foundation for childhood 
cancer research.
 Gallagher’s son Austin was diag-
nosed with bilateral Wilm’s tumor in 
both kidneys in 2007. After chemo-
therapy and four abdominal surgeries, 
he relapsed in December 2009. On St. 
Patrick’s Day following Austin’s diag-
nosis, his father, Mark, shaved his head 
at the annual St. Baldrick’s event at A.J. 
Rocco’s in downtown Cleveland, and he 
has done so every year since. Austin’s 
older brother Braedan joined his father 
in 2010 (during Austin’s relapse) and 
Austin joined them in 2011.   
 Krissy Gallagher decided to host 
a St. Baldrick’s event geared toward 
children and teenagers at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center.
 This was the second year the Cleve-
land Heights event was held. In 2012, 
there were about 50 participants and 
the event raised $36,256.
 “These events are just incredible,” 
said Krissy Gallagher, “It is so moving 
to watch people, young and old, male 
and female, get into that chair and make 
such a sacrifice, often for someone they 
don’t even know.”
 Three teams from Heights schools 
participatied. Team Fairfax was cap-
tained by Austin and Braedan Gallagher 
and raised nearly $13,000. School chil-
dren Austin Gallagher, Ben Hegyes, 
Remy Bourbeau, Spencer Imka, Kenji 
Sakaie, Braedan Gallagher, Vince Hol-
land, Nat Tyler, Joe McDonnell, Joey 
Russo and Joey Minnillo had their heads 
shaved. Fifth-grader Sarah McDonnell 
and Fairfax parent Maura Haas cut and 
donated their hair.
 Team Roxboro included students 

Some members of Team Fairfax. Pictured in the back row are Sarah mcdonnell (who donated eight 
inches of her hair), Spencer imka, Joe mcdonnell, Kenji Sakaie, braedan gallagher, vince Holland, Joey 
minnillo and nat Tyler. Front row: ben Hegyes, van dietrich, Austin gallagher and Remy bourbeau. 

from Roxboro Elementary and Middle 
schools and raised more than $4,000. 
Shavees were Indiana Blackman, Charlie 
West, Brendan Lang, Jack Dyer, Owen 
Lang and Xavi Pelligree. Ruby Blackman 
and Abra Lisowski donated their hair for 
wigs.
 A team of students from Cleveland 
Heights High School, called the “Buzz 
Buddies,” raised more than $3,000 and 
consisted of juniors Desi Pelligree, 
Charles May and Kevin Lissemore, and 
seniors Katy Collyer, Luke Boyle and 
Alec Radivoyivetch.
 Braedan Gallagher said he partici-
pates in this event every year because 
“it’s fun and it’s for a good cause.” He 
recruited many of his friends at Fairfax 
to join the team.
 Abra Lisowski, who donated eight 
inches of her hair, was inspired to par-
ticipate after attending the 2012 event, 
and said, “Last year’s event was fun, and 
it’s a good cause.”
 The event’s top fundraiser, Erica 
Medina of Lyndhurst, told Krissy Gal-
lagher she was participating because “I 
went through a lot to be a mom. It’s a 
huge fear that one of my children may 
have to face the cancer beast. I don’t 
want to sit and only do something if 
they do. I want to fight for them now, I 
want to fight for their children and your 
children and all the children I’ll never 
know.”
 Today, “Austin is great!” said his 
mother. “He’s lost his entire right kid-
ney and half of his left and is currently 
in stage 3 renal failure. He will one day 
need a transplant, but his kidney is 
working right now and he is a com-
pletely normal and active (and fearless 
and athletic) 6-year-old.” His family 
plans to continue its involvement with 
St. Baldrick’s until childhood cancer is 
completely gone.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.

thewinespotonline.com
             your spot for retail wine & craft beer
2271 Lee Road• Cleveland Heights  p 216.342.3623

Join us— April 11, 6–8pm
We are super excited to have Robert Foley  
join us in-store for a tasting of his wines.   
Please RSVP to info@thewinespotonline.com

Like us        TheHeightsWineSpot • Follow us       @thewinespotch

 

Second Heights Holistic Fair adds activities, 
sponsors and a local cause

Bob Rosenbaum

Building on the success of the first 
Heights Holistic Fair held in February, 
a second, expanded fair will be held on 
April 13 and 14. The fair will take place in 
the heart of the Coventry neighborhood, 
and will offer a wider range of informa-
tion and activities for all ages. It will also 
serve as a platform to generate donations 
to Friends of Heights Libraries.
 According to event organizer Judith 
Eugene of Cleveland Heights, products, 
services and information on holistic health 
and sustainable living will be offered. Ex-
perts will be on hand both days to provide 
information on a variety of topics.
 For the April fair, Eugene and her 
planning partner, Pat Uhr, have reached 
out to community organizations and a 
wider variety of vendors for support and 
participation. “We are picturing these 
as fun community events,” Eugene said. 
“We would love for them to become 
gatherings that the whole community 
looks forward to and benefits from.”
 As an example, Family Connec-
tions will lead a children’s craft project 
to make musical instruments, which 
children can then use to participate in 
a family-friendly drum circle.
 Other sponsors of the fair include 

FutureHeights—the Observer’s nonprof-
it publisher—and Tommy’s Restaurant, 
which has donated food for the fair. 
Friends of Coventry Village is lending 
promotional support. All proceeds 
from food sales at the Heights Holistic 
Fair will be donated to the Friends of 
Heights Libraries for unrestricted use.
 Activities at the fair will include drum 
circles, musical performances, healing 
treatments, yoga classes and a craft proj-
ect for children. Personal readings from 
psychic mediums will also be available.
 The fair will be held at the Open 
Office Community Space in the former 
Coventry School at 2843 Washington 
Blvd. in Cleveland Heights. Hours are 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days. Admission 
is $5 each day and includes access to all 
of the activities and speakers. Admission 
is free for 12 and under.
 The Holistic Fair is presented 
jointly by Eugene’s Cleveland Heights-
based Loving Hands Yoga and Reiki, and 
Uhr’s Harmonic Journeys.
 For a schedule of activities and 
speakers, visit www.lovinghandsyoga.com 
or call Judith Eugene at 216-408-5578.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is a 
longtime Observer volunteer and is responsible for 
its advertising sales and market development.
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• Fences - crafted from cedar
• Patios - brick or flagstone
• Decks - cedar or composite
• Plantings - design & installed

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky   •   (216) 321-7729
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Custom floral 
design for 
over 60 
years!

lowervill F (216) 932-7550 e

Hours M-F  9am-5:30pm • SAT 9am-1pm  
2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 
e-mail: flowerville216@aol.com  • www.flowerville.net 

24 hr. secure online ordering 
www.flowerville.net 

Michael Day 

12265 Chillicothe Road
Chesterland, OH 44026

440.729.7438

13410 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216.932.0039

www.bremec.com

Irresistible April Savings for 
                our Extraordinary Gardeners

We Create 
Custom Planters

 Your Vision is 
our Creation

Call for Details

4 Day Sale: April 11-14

Bremec
Preseason Sale

20% 
OFF

All Trees and 
Shrubs, 

Greenhouse Plants 
and Pottery

50% 
OFF

Select Nursery Stock Like Us 
on

Follow Us 
on

Extraordinary
Savings

20% OFF
Any 1 Chemical

Start the season fully equipped
Coupon good April 1-30, 2013. One coupon per customer
Must present coupon to redeem services and products

Pre-Season Sale April 11-14, 2013. Discount applies to regularly priced merchandise. 
Sale does not include bulk goods not listed on coupon, bagged goods, pavers 

& wall stones. Not valid with other o�ers. Coupons expire 4/30/13.

Pre-Season Sale April 11-14, 2013. Discount applies to regularly priced merchandise. 
Sale does not include bulk goods not listed on coupon, bagged goods, pavers 

& wall stones. Not valid with other o�ers. Coupons expire 4/30/13.

$10 OFF
Delivery

Bulk Mulch
Topsoil - Compost

Minimum 5 yards of bulk material. 
Promotion is good for bulk mulch, topsoil 
& compost. Does not apply to any other 
delivery services; plant material and hard 
goods are excluded from this promotion.
Coupon good April 1-30, 2013. One coupon per customer
Must present coupon to redeem services and products

Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Reiki for People and Pets

Workplace Wellness Programs

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village

10% Off For New Yoga Students!

S

Loving Hands 
   Yoga & Reiki

GiFt CertiFiCateS available

Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198
Burton,Ohio
44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

HCC announces new project, 
contract and location
Sue Nigro 

Heights Community Congress (HCC) 
enters its 41st year in serving the 
Heights community, and is excited to 
announce several recent developments 
that will positively impact Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 HCC has enlisted the expertise of re-
searcher Ralph Day, who has joined its fair-
housing team. Day is analyzing informa-
tion from past testing audits to determine 
whether racial housing discrimination still 
exists in the suburban housing market, and 
whether the face of discrimination has 
changed since 1972. That was the year the 
St. Ann Audit found that racial steering 
was rampant in Cleveland Heights and 
neighboring communities.
 Using HCC audit data compiled 

216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380 • www.QBDS.net
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

QUINTANA’ S
B A R B E R  &  D R E A M  S P A

REDISCOVER
The Art of Barbering

                   $5.00 OFF ANy HAIR SERvICE

Treat  yourse l f
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A Luxurious Massage  or any Facial
by our highly trained staff
$25.00 OFF ANy MASSAgE and/or FACIAL 
Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm, 
Wed 8 am - 8 pm, 
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm, 
Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

from many years, the research will look 
at perceptions in the community rela-
tive to differential treatment of home 
seekers.
 HCC recently entered into an 
agreement with the City of Cleveland 
Heights to conduct a fair housing 
monitoring program for 2013. The test-
ing will occur throughout the year, and 
will verify real estate trends in the city’s 
housing market.
 HCC’s office is now located at Hope 
Lutheran Church, 2222 North Taylor Road. 
Office hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. For more information, stop 
in or call. The phone number remains the 
same: 216-321-6775.

Suzanne Nigro is a member of the Heights 
Community Congress Board of Directors. Howson Gallery exhibits paintings 

by Heights artist Jeremy Tugeau

Rob Lucarelli

Jeremy Tugeau, a Cleveland Heights 
resident, is an artist and children’s 
book illustrator. March 22 through 
May 19, the Howson Gallery at Jud-
son Park, 1801 Chestnut Hills Drive, 
Cleveland Heights, presents “Peace-
ful Places,” an exhibit of Tugeau’s oil 
paintings.
 Tugeau has illustrated 23 picture 
books and published hundreds of 
illustrations for the educational pub-
lishing market. His fine art appears in 

“doan brook, October” by Jeremy Tugeau.

galleries in Cleveland and Nantucket, 
Mass. 
 Tugeau works at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art as an instructor of 
weekend studio classes in painting and 
drawing. 
 He has a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
from Syracuse University and is cur-
rently working toward a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in visual arts education 
from Cleveland State University.

Rob Lucarelli is director of communications 
for Judson Services Inc.
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Carpet Specials
2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)
1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation 
w/ Premium Pad

In Store Payment Plan 
(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*

Bring this ad and  
recieve a discount!
Discount NOT valid on specials!

www.shorecarpet2.com

Shore 
Carpet II 
216-531-9105

854 East 185th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

Mon-Tue 10-6
Wed 10-5
Thu 10-7
Fri 10-4
Sat 10-3

The Alcazar remembers Pat Pavlovitch

Pat Pavlovich tap dancing.

Janet Hildebrandt

“Now that you know where I am, don’t be 
a stranger.”

With those words, Patricia Anne Pavlov-
itch ended her recorded comments that 
were played at her memorial service on 
Jan. 13 in The Alcazar’s dining room.
 Irreverent? Probably. Pure Pat? 
Positively!
 Last October, several months before 
she died, Pat recorded a message to be 
played at her own memorial. Rather than 
a service, she called it a party—a gift to 
her family and friends. Pat wanted to give 
a good time to the people who meant the 
most to her. That was Pat.
 Several years ago, Pat Pavlovitch was 
honored by the City of Cleveland Heights 
for her and her husband’s efforts to ra-
cially integrate our city. They met with 
much resistance and many threats. So did 
their sons. But they persevered. She felt 
strongly that it was the right thing for her 
and her family to do. That was Pat. 
 After she was diagnosed with can-
cer, Pat met with Sandra Martin, The 
Alcazar’s general manager, to book 
her memorial service and party. She 
wanted it to be held where she had lived 
for eight years, after the death of her 
husband, Dan. Pat called living at The 
Alcazar “an extraordinary experience.”
 She felt embraced by a caring staff 
and community of residents. Her sons, 
Joey and David, said that The Alcazar 
contributed to their peace of mind. 
They knew their mother was happy, safe 
and among friends in her new home.
 Pat planned every element of her 
party: who she wanted to speak, the 
pictures she wanted displayed and 

her favorite food group—chocolate—
chocolate cookies, chocolate cupcakes, 
chocolate candies.
 Her party brought together friends 
and family from all walks of life, from 
New York to Hollywood. It included 
remembrances from folks many of us had 
never met until that afternoon, including 
memories shared by actor Ed Asner, her 
good friend. There were many tears, but so 
much laughter, too. So many funny stories 
were shared, our sides were splitting. 
 Pat not only died well, she lived 
well. She saw a funny side to just about 
everything. Her glass was always half-
full. She made lemonade out of lemons. 
She loved to dance, particularly tap. 
She tapped away into her 80s—most 
recently while sitting in a wheelchair.
 An extraordinary woman. We sure 
miss her.

[A portion of Pat Pavlovitch’s memorial 
service/party, including her obituary to 
herself, can be viewed on YouTube at 
http://YouTube/BajZYU5hrbM.]

Janet Hildebrandt, The Alcazar’s marketing 
and public relations manager, was a friend of 
Pat Pavlovitch.

Balanced transportation and urban  
reinvestment are focus of HBC meeting
Mary Dunbar

The public is invited to hear Grace Gal-
lucci, executive director of the Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 
(NOACA), discuss the agency’s regional 
planning efforts. Gallucci will speak 
following a brief annual meeting of the 
Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC). 
 This event will start at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 23, at The Open Of-
fice, 2843 Washington Blvd., Cleveland 
Heights. 
 Because of its responsibilities for 
transportation and environmental 
planning, NOACA plays a vital role 
in the economic development of the 
Heights and Northeast Ohio in general. 
NOACA’s Ten Goals (www.noaca.org/
connectgoals.html) include establishing a 
more balanced transportation system 
and fostering reinvestment in urban 
core areas. NOACA includes Cleveland 
Heights and all of its neighboring com-
munities in the urban core.
 Heights communities and Univer-
sity Circle are current beneficiaries 
of numerous NOACA grants. These 
include funding for the new transit sta-
tion at University Circle, streetscape 
improvements for the Cedar Fairmount 
and Cedar Lee business districts, and 
planning for bicycle and transit en-
hancements between the Heights and 
University Circle.
 Coffee and dessert will be served at 
The Open Office. Attendees are invited 

to adjourn across the street to La Cave 
du Vin, 2785 Euclid Heights Blvd., for 
further discussion after Gallucci’s ad-
dress.
 HBC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion that formed in the spring of 2010 
with the goal of making the Heights 
more bicycle-friendly. Since its incep-
tion, the coalition has collaborated with 
cities and schools on bicycle-friendly 
initiatives.
 NOACA is the federally designated 
metropolitan transportation and en-
vironmental planning organization for 
Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain and 
Medina counties. NOACA conducts 
metropolitan planning for vehicles, 
freight, transit, bicycles, pedestrians and 
more, while considering the transporta-
tion system’s impact on the environment 
and land use. NOACA’s governing board 
determines how federal transportation 
dollars will be spent in the region.
 The Open Office provides shared 
office and meeting space for freelanc-
ers, solo entrepreneurs, small businesses 
and the mobile workforce at large. It is 
located in the former Coventry Elemen-
tary School. Automobile and bicycle 
parking is available.
 La Cave du Vin was rated 25th in 
the world in “Best Beer Bars” on www.
ratebeer.com.

Mary Dunbar is president of the Heights 
Bicycle Coalition and a member of Cleveland 
Heights City Council.

CLEVELAND HTS   
(216) 320-9761     
1812 COVENTRY RD, 
across from the  
parking garage 

SleepSourceUSA.com
 

OVER 70 COMBINATIONS
Affordably priced from $199Futons

With our large 
selection, you are 
sure to find the 
perfect futon for 
any room in 
your home.

Support local independent merchants.
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Now registering for Graduate and 
Undergraduate degrees
The University of Akron Lakewood offers a variety of 
courses and programs that are convenient for busy 
students of all ages:
• Saturday MBA
• Bachelor’s of Organizational Supervision (BOS)
• Bachelor’s and Master’s of Social Work (BSW, MSW)
• RN-BSN completion degree
• Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)
• College Credit for High School Students (PSEOP)

Register Now!
New courses and programs added weekly, so visit
lakewood.uakron.edu for a complete listing. 

Call 216-221-1141 to 
schedule an appointment
with an advisor.

Offering a quality education 
and convenient location,
at The University of Akron 
in Lakewood.

Your Future Starts Now

The University of Akron

Lakewood
14725 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of 
the historic Bailey Building in the heart of 
downtown Lakewood.

The Heights Bicycle Coalition 

This could be the summer that you 
use your bicycle to get around town 
for errands, commuting to work, and 
for fun. To enjoy cycling, however, you 
need to be confident in your skills, 
informed about rules of the road, and 
about basic bicycle equipment safety.
 Become a confident rider in a class 
taught by a League of American Bicy-
clists certified instructor. The Heights 
Bicycle Coalition (HBC) is offering 

Make this your bicycling summer

LiFE CyCLE

Smart Cycling for adults on Saturday, 
May 4, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at Heights 
High.
 Learn how to choose the right bi-
cycle, perform quick-checks for safety 
before starting to ride, what to wear, 
how to maintain a bicycle and operate it 
efficiently, and how to get around safely 
on streets and trails. 
 Smart Cycling gives you the tips, 
tools and techniques to operate your 
bicycle confidently. The course includes 
classroom instruction and bike-handling 
drills in the parking lot. You can also 
take an exam to become certified for 
safe, fun riding.
 When you know what it takes to be 
a more confident cyclist, you will want to 
ride more, and that can save money and 
time and increase your fitness, health and 

happiness. Best of all, you’ll be ready 
to take part in HBC’s Free Wheelin’ 
Wednesday group rides. (Watch for an 
article listing Free Wheelin’ Wednesday 
rides in the June Heights Observer.)
 The Smart Cycling instructor will 
be League Certified Instructor Wendy 
Soucie, a local cyclist who has volunteered 
with the Ohio City Bicycle Co-op, rides 
with the Western Reserve Wheelers 
and paddles a kayak or hikes when not 
on two wheels. Register for the class by 
May 1 at http://smartcycling.eventbrite.com, 
or  contact Joy Henderson for more info 
at lammerson@sbcglobal.net.

The Heights Bicycle Coalition was formed 
in the spring of 2010 and works to encourage 
citizens to ride their bicycle for fun, fitness 
and transportation.

Klezmer Guy at 
Nighttown April 23
Bert Stratton

Bert Stratton, the leader of the klezmer 
band Yiddishe Cup, performs “Klezmer 
Guy,” an original prose-and-music show, 
at Nighttown in Cleveland Heights, on 
Tuesday, April 23, at 7 p.m.
 Stratton reads comedic prose 
sketches and plays clarinet, accompa-
nied by Alan Douglass on vocals and 
piano, and Tamar Gray on vocals. In 
addition to klezmer music, the group 
will play Tin Pan Alley tunes, swing and 
Motown.
 Expect an evening of social commen-
tary, plumbing tips and song—as if Gar-
rison Keillor were raised on pastrami!
 Tickets are $10. For information, 
visit www.nighttowncleveland.com or call 
216-797-0550.

Bert Stratton is a Cleveland Heights resident.  
In addition to blogging at www.klezmerguy.
com, he writes frequently for The New York 
Times, Plain Dealer and CoolCleveland.com.

bert Stratton (left) and Alan douglass.

Church of the Saviour hosts community recycling event
Loretta Dahlstrom

Church of the Saviour in Cleve-
land Heights, in partnership with 
ENVIRO Recyclers, will host a 
communitywide recycling event on 
Saturday, April 13 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in the church’s north parking 
lot.
 This is a great opportunity for 
Heights residents to clean out base-
ments, attics or garages, and recycle 
unused consumer electronics and scrap 
metals. 

 If it has a power cord or runs on 
batteries, ENVIRO will accept it, re-
gardless of condition or whether or not 
it works.
 ENVIRO Recyclers provides 
certificates of hard-drive sanitizing 
or destruction on request. They use 
DOD protocols for data destruction 
and meet all NIST, HIPPA, PCI-
DSS and GLBA guidelines. ENVIRO 
recycling is a totally green recycler; 
nothing is burned, nothing goes into 
a landfill.
 The recycling company will make 

a donation to the church, based on 
what is dropped off for recycling that 
day. Proceeds will benefit the church’s 
general fund.
 Church of the Saviour’s north park-
ing lot is located at the corner of Lee 
and Bradford roads, on the north side 
of Bradford. 
 For more information, call 216-321-
8880 or visit the church website, www.
chsaviour.org.

Loretta Dahlstrom is the administrative 
assistant at Church of the Saviour.

Ahhhhhh…… SUMMER!! 

Join us at Forest Hill Swim Club…
a casual summer club for fun, sun, 

families, and friends.

www.foresthillswimclub.org
2333 Lee Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Join during April and save $100. 

Full Family Membership - $700/year
Couples/Singles Membership - $400/year

Club amenities include pool, picnic grounds,  
large play area for kids, swim lessons, swim 
team, and more. Floaties, toys, and fun ARE 

permitted in our pool.
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Centennial Reunion Week // April 20-25
Sponsored by PNC

Generations of Music Anniversary Party // April 25
Sponsored by Forest City Enterprises

For more information, please visit www.TheMusicSettlement.org
and click on the Centennial banner.

“My brother David is in good measure 
the man he is today because of The 
Music Settlement and the devoted
music therapists who have taught
and nurtured him.”
      - Jack Waldeck

David Waldeck is a long-time client of The Music Set-
tlement and brother Jack is a current board member. 
President of the Board, Geri Presti, was David’s first 
music therapist from 1979 to 1984. Lori Lundeen 
Smith has been David’s music therapist since 1985. 
The Music Settlement truly is a family and often 
touches and affects multiple generations through the 
power of music.

Costs expected for LFC scenario 2B at April 10 meeting
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Lay Facilities Committee (LFC) 
is awaiting cost estimates for two 
versions of scenario 2B, one of six 
scenarios the committee had been 
evaluating. District consultants Fan-
ning/Howey Associates and Regency 
Construction are expected to present 
costs to the committee at its next 
meeting on April 10, 7 p.m., at Wiley 
Middle School.
 On March 6, the LFC voted to 
eliminate the other scenarios. The 
two variations of scenario 2B would 
have two middle schools—located at 
Roxboro and Monticello—and five el-
ementary schools—located at Oxford, 
Boulevard, Canterbury and Roxboro in 
Cleveland Heights, and either Gearity 
or Wiley in University Heights (UH). 
The scenario retains an elementary 
school for University Heights, but 
leaves the site to be determined. One 
variation would renovate Gearity 
Elementary School. The other would 
renovate and repurpose the Wiley 
Middle School building.
 The LFC also asked the consultants 
to provide a benchmark estimate for 
the cost of retaining all seven of the 
district’s current elementary school 
buildings.
 In March, the community subcom-
mittee conducted a community survey 
and three meetings to encourage com-
ments on the plans and the process. Ap-
proximately 80 people attended those 
meetings, and 829 complete the survey. 
Feedback indicated a strong preference 

for neighborhood elementary schools 
within walking or cycling distance of 
children’s homes. To a lesser extent, 
residents felt the same about middle 
schools.
 The LFC has met approximately 
every three weeks since October 2012. 
The Board of Education (BOE) cre-
ated the LFC on the model of its lay 
finance committee, after an 18-month 
planning process that ended in the 
board voting against placing an issue 
on last November’s ballot to finance a 
school facilities master plan, known as  
Plan C.
 “Any comprehensive plan we recom-
mend will require a bond issue, which is 
difficult on the heels of the recession,” 
said Patrick Mullen, LFC chair. “The 
good news is that, due to the recession, 
construction costs are as low as they’ll 
ever be.”
 “Some residents questioned the 
wisdom of pursuing the learning com-
munities concept in Plan C without 
adequate time to evaluate its effec-
tiveness,” said Eric Silverman, LFC 
member. “Learning communities would 
have required major reconfiguration of 
interior spaces, which really added to 
the project’s cost.
 “Another major concern was 
grade configuration. Many people 
thought fourth graders were too 
young to be in a middle school with 
eighth graders.”
 “Decisions the district made about 
grade configuration in Plan C to a large 
extent determined possible facilities op-
tions. That’s one reason the LFC spent 

several meetings hearing from district 
administration and considering the is-
sue,” said Mullen.
 At its Oct. 24 meeting, the LFC 
established three subcommittees—
buildings, community and money—to 
examine specific issues before present-
ing findings to the entire committee. 
The public was invited to join subcom-
mittees and become involved. Sam Bell, 
an LFC member, formed the sustain-
ability working group to examine energy 
use, recycling and other sustainability 
issues.
 The LFC voted on March 6 to main-
tain the current configuration of grades 
K–5 in elementary schools and 6–8 in 
middle schools. The LFC also opted 
to separate the learning communities 
concept from the facilities plan, voting 
specifically to recommend “spaces that 
are flexible enough to accommodate 
current and future learning models of 
education.”
 “The state was telling us that we 
had excess capacity, but we weren’t 
seeing that at the elementary school 
level,” said Silverman. “Where we 
were seeing it was at the middle school 
level. Reducing the number of middle 
schools from three to two enabled us 
to create scenarios that were more 
cost-effective—because middle schools 
have more specialized spaces, such as 
athletic fields, that are more expensive 
to build and maintain. Keeping the cur-
rent grade configuration and reducing 
the cost of the project will enable us to 
retain more of the elementary schools, 
which we know from the survey and 

meetings is what the community 
wants.”
 The LFC stopped short of voting 
on a specific recommendation that any 
plan adopted by the BOE include an el-
ementary school in UH. “Every scenario 
we’ve considered has an elementary in 
University Heights. It’s a given so I don’t 
see a need to vote on it,” said Mullen. 
“To do so would be like to voting to keep 
the high school where it is.”
 “We had said we were going to send 
no more than three scenarios to be 
costed, but we chose only one because 
the others were either not feasible or 
not preferred,” said Mullen. “Depending 
on how the costs come back, we may 
still have some work to do in figuring 
out what we will recommend to the 
board.”
 “We were looking at one middle 
school at the site of Boulevard El-
ementary,” said Mullen. “It’s a great 
site because it is centrally located, but 
unfortunately it can’t hold more than 
600 students and have room for on-site 
athletic fields. None of the sites the dis-
trict currently owns could house enough 
students for one middle school.”
 The LFC maintains a website, 
www.chuhfacilities.org, on which meeting 
minutes, committee member contact 
information and relevant documents are 
posted, and hosts a discussion forum on 
www.theciviccommons.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director 
of FutureHeights and publisher of the Heights 
Observer. She serves on the LFC and is co-
chair of its buildings subcommittee.
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. Expand 
your world 

with Funny Times.
24 pages of humor, politics and fun. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

$26 for 12 monthly issues. 

Call 216.371.8600 x HOT or go to  
www.funnytimes.com. Also available on 

iTunes and at the Amazon App Store

CH-UH middle school teams compete in Regional Science Olympiad

(From left, first row) dorrie Pharis and Claudia (Jiyun) Zhu; (second row) nina yao, melanie graham, 
mary Jane Reinhardt, and Sylvie Crowell; (third row) delia Robinson, Rosalie Phillips, Cody Radivoyevitch 
and william van den bogert.

Angee Shaker

On Feb. 23, Wiley, Monticello and 
Roxboro middle schools fielded teams 
in the Science Olympiad Regional 
Tournament at Case Western Reserve 
University. Each school team benefited 
from participating, and a Roxboro team 
placed high enough to move to the state 
tournament in Columbus on April 27. 
 The Science Olympiad Regional 
Tournament put the district’s middle 
school teams up against 20 of the best 
teams in the region. Over the course of 
23 events, Roxboro’s Team A finished in 
8th place and Team B finished in 16th 
place. Roxboro Middle School took 7th 
place overall, enabling it to send Team 
A to the State Science Olympiad at The 
Ohio State University, where 40 middle 
school and 40 high school teams will 
compete. The winner in each division 
will move on to the National Science 
Olympiad Tournament, to be held at 
Wright State University in Dayton on 
May 17–18.
 Members of Team A were Katie 
Baron, Emily Benson, Owen Brink-
Walters, Sylvie Crowell, Melanie Gra-
ham, Jessa Lammert, Danny Lawson, 
Dorrie Pharis, Rosalie Phillips, Cody 
Radivoyevitch, Mary Jane Reinhardt, 
Delia Robinson, William van den Bo-
gert, Nina Yao and Claudia Zhu, with 
Andy Bell and Judea Lowe as alternates. 
[Team A alternates traveling to the state 
tournament will be Michael Moorer and 
Corinne Nicol.] 
 Team B members were Eva Bam-
bakidis, Aiwyn Brock, Glennis Covault, 
Ella Damaser, Raena Gamble, Jackson 
Henninge, Georgie Jolivette, Kaylee 
Kimbro, Rosalind Madorsky, Michael 

Moorer, Corinne Nicol, Anabel Peder-
son, Senna Perelman, Ben Reider and 
Gerald Shazor, with Emma Quill as 
alternate.
 Roxboro’s Team A won a total of 8 
awards during the competition:
•  2nd place, Metric Mastery – Dorrie 

Pharis and Cody Radivoyevitch
•  2nd place, Write It Do It – Mary Jane 

Reinhardt and Nina Yao
•  3rd place, Shock Value – Cody Ra-

divoyevitch and William van den 
Bogert

•  3rd place, Reach for the Stars – Cody 
Radivoyevitch and William van den 
Bogert

•  3rd place, Boomilever – Dorrie Pharis 
and Melanie Graham

•  4th place, Anatomy – Rosalie Phillips 
and Claudia Zhu

•  4th place, Sounds of Music – Sylvie 
Crowell and Mary Jane Reinhardt

•  5th place, Disease Detectives – Rosalie 
Phillips and Delia Robinson

 The Ohio Science Olympiad pro-
vides students with the opportunity 
to participate in one of the premiere 
science competitions in the nation, 
providing rigorous, standards-based 
challenges. 
 The competition tests team mem-
bers’ knowledge of science skills, pro-
cesses, and applications in a wide range 
of science disciplines including biology, 
chemistry, physics, technology, earth 
science and mathematics.

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.

Expanding the math 
equation at Heights
Joy Henderson

Starting with the 2013–14 school year, 
Ohio students will be required to take 
four—not three—years of math to grad-
uate.  For Joyce Bukovac, Heights High 
math teacher and department liaison, 
this created both an opportunity and a 
challenge.  “It is important for students 
to have strong problem-solving and 
analytical skills,” she said. She also knew 
it would be important to create courses 
that would appeal to all students.
 Last summer, Bukovac convened 
the math teachers to develop a plan. The 
result of their work is four semester-
long classes aligned with the Society 
and Discovery pathways, and plans for 
next year to develop two more courses 
aligned with the Creativity pathway.
 These courses are open to juniors 
and seniors who have passed Algebra 
II. The math sequence begins with 
Algebra I, followed by Geometry and 
Algebra II. After completion of Algebra 
II, students are qualified to enroll in 
pre-calculus followed by AP Calculus 
AB/BC and AP Statistics.
 “Our goal is to connect math to 
students’ lives. That makes it easier for 
them to see the uses and importance of 
math,” said Bukovac.
 “The courses at Heights have 
helped me discover my passion for 
mathematics and inspired my interest in 
engineering,” said senior Kyle Finnegan, 
who plans to study aerospace engineer-
ing in college. “I feel very well prepared 
for the coursework at any school.”

Joy Henderson is the liaison for parents and 
community at Heighs High.
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the swim cadets continue 
70-year-old tradition
Simone Quartell

The 70-year-old Swim Cadets synchro-
nized swim club at Cleveland Heights 
High School presented its annual show 
Feb. 28, March 1 and 2.
 The sixteen-girl team includes nine 
new members this year. They began 
practicing in October, and began brain-
storming ideas for the show after that.
 This year’s theme was “Swim Ca-
dets Kick It Old School.” The opening 
number was set to “Like A Prayer” by 
Madonna.
 Most of the routines were choreo-
graphed by seniors Maggie Berusch, Isa-
bel Collins, Jenna Goldthwait, Mariah 
Steiger and junior Phoebe Lammert. 
Adviser Joan Bendix wrote the routine 
for the first- and second-year members.
 Bendix, a team member in the 
1970s, supervises and consults with 
the students who select the songs and 
costumes, choreograph most of the 

routines, recruit new members and raise 
funds.
 “We all get really close because 
we spend so much time together,” said 
treasurer Goldthwait. “It’s such a special 
group.”
 “The club has a lot of fun traditions, 
and it’s really fun to produce a show to-
gether,” said Steiger, the sergeant at arms.
 Berusch, whose sister Elana was a 
swim cadet, said that many members 
have had sisters, cousins, mother, aunts 
and grandmothers on the team. Junior 
Emma Bartz, new to the team this year, 
said her mom was a cadet.
 The senior members hope to con-
tinue synchronized swimming in college.
 Two alumni, Chrissie Delvalle ‘07 
and Madison Walker ‘04, have been as-
sisting Bendix in advising the team.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.

Beaumont students win 
science awards
Rita Kueber

Twelve Beaumont School students, 
competing in the Northeast Ohio Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair (NEOSEF) 
last month at John Carroll University, 
received awards.
 Anna Grushetsky and Christina 
Kerner, coming in first, received gold 
medals. Second-place winners Yennmay 
Chia, Erika Klek, Anna Libertin and 
Julia Parker received silver medals. Em-
ily Boes, Grace Gamble, Megan Jones, 
Marija Rowane, Elizabeth Stanitz and 
Ana Maria Vargas came home with 
bronze medals.
 “We could not be more proud of 
our Beaumont scientists, said Gretchen 
Santo, chair of Beaumont’s science 
department. “In addition to strength 
in science, they must also exhibit excel-
lence in mathematics, writing, research 
skills, language, grammar, statistics, data 
analysis, presentation skills, history, so-
cial sciences, computer skills, art, design 
and public speaking. They displayed 
mastery of all academic disciplines in 
this competition.”
 Established in 1953, NEOSEF is a 
nonprofit, all-volunteer organization, 
whose goal is to interest students in 
science and engineering by participat-
ing in competition. During this year’s 
four-day event, approximately 600 
students, from more than 80 schools in 
the region, set up their science displays, 
discussed their projects with the judges 

and competed for more than $20,000 
in prizes.
 In addition to the NEOSEF awards, 
other professional organizations pre-
sented special awards. Beaumont stu-
dents received 15 of these awards. Win-
ners included Emily Boes, Christina 
Kerner, Anna Libertin, Julia Parker, 
Anna Grushetsky, Yennmay Chin, Ana 
Maria Vargas, Grace Gamble and Marija 
Rowane.

 The BEST Medicine Engineering 
Fair was also held in March, at the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame in 
Akron. This fair is for students in grades 
6–12 who create exceptional science 
projects relating to biomedical science 
and engineering. Beaumont students 
Megan Jones, Grace Gamble, Erika 
Klek, Marija Rowane, Francesca Fabe 
and Julia Parker received awards in this 
competition.

Rita Kueber is the public relations and  
marketing manager for Beaumont School.

(216) 791-2004  •  judsonsmartliving.org

Circle Your 
Choice for 

Smart LivingTM

South Franklin Circle
Friendly village ambiance in 
the scenic Chagrin Valley

Judson Park
The richness of the Heights
and the culture of University
Circle

Judson Manor
Elegant living in the
educational and cultural hub 
of University Circle

Smart Living at Home
Senior living and health care
services in your own home

Premier Senior Living that’s
Ahead of the Curve

Smart LivingTM 
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“We could not be more proud 
of our Beaumont scientists,” 
said gretchen santo, chair of 
Beaumont’s science depart-
ment. “they displayed mas-
tery of all academic disci-
plines in this competition.”

First-year swim cadets perform to "can't touch this."
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MARCH 5, 2013
All board members were present.

Public address: artificial turf
Three residents spoke about the board’s 
decision to seek bids to buy artificial turf for 
the football field. They all stated that artificial 
turf, a petroleum-based product, requires 
pesticides and multiple chemicals to clean and 
maintain. They asked the board to provide 
good quality outdoor space for the students 
and do their homework on the dangers of 
artificial turf.

Field trips approved
The board approved two field trips: the 11th- 
and 12th-grade marketing students trip to the 
state DECA Competition in Columbus, March 
15–17; and the Canterbury Elementary fifth-
grade scholarly men trip to Columbus, April 2.

Tiger Nation policies
Feedback from both students and teachers 
has been positive concerning the Tiger Na-
tion policies. Positive behavioral responses 
have been seen since institution of the Tiger 
Nation pledge, and the intervention process 
has been effective. The students are problem 
solving, and the school climate has improved 
on issues such as bullying. Discipline problems 
have decreased.

Safety and security update
Practice lockdown drills occur in all the 
schools, and security monitors at Canterbury 

and Roxboro Elementary schools were installed 
because individuals can access classrooms 
before reaching the offices in these two schools. 
The K–12 administrative teams are studying 
“entry-exit” procedures. “Safe places,” door 
security, and the public address and phone sys-
tems are being reviewed and updated. In April, 
administrators will be updated on responses to 
“active shooter” circumstances. ALICE, which 
is an acronym for alert, lockdown, inform, 
counter and evacuate, is a modified approach 
to responding to such a situation. The goal is 
to discuss these policies at the next board of 
education meeting and train all staff prior to the 
new school year. Parents will receive notices 
about the hotline for security information.

Announcements
•  The Alumni Pancake Breakfast is April 14.
 •  The annual Reaching Heights spelling bee 

is April 17.  
•  The board may change the dates for the April 

board meetings because of spring break. 
The public will be notified of any change in 
meeting time or place.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  7.

Susie Kaeser

Recently I interviewed nominees for 
the board of Parents for Public Schools, 
a national education organization. The 
final interview question was “What 
makes you lose sleep at night?”
 My own answer to this seemingly 
odd question is this: I lose sleep wor-
rying about the future of our public 
schools! The growing influence on state 
and federal education policy—and on 
the overall education narrative—of 
the advocates of testing, privatization, 
union-busting and budget-cutting 
scares me to death.
 The ascendance of this perspec-
tive worries me because its underlying 
principle is disinvestment in the com-
mon good. It promotes consumerism 
over democracy. Do we really want 
to abandon public education—and its 
embrace of our shared responsibility to 
one another—as an organizing element 
of our democracy?
 As I watch this carefully orches-
trated effort gain momentum and infect 
our thinking, I feel overwhelmed. How 
do you slow it down and turn it toward 
more inclusive ends? How do we ac-
knowledge the need for change without 
creating a narrative of a failed system?
 I consider myself a school reformer. 
Schools fall short of their potential and 
of what I want them to do. I became 
a public education activist because I 
wanted to transform this remarkable 
democratic institution, through which 
a community guarantees an education 
for all of its children, into an institution 
that serves all children well. Equity is 
at the core of my reform agenda, but in 
the 20th century the norm for public 
schools was to educate everyone while 
only providing “higher-level learning” 
to about 20 percent of students. 
 My goals of sustaining a supported 
and respected institution, producing 
more ambitious results, and making 
those outcomes more equitable across 
communities and populations, now 
seem farther out of reach. They are 
at odds with the intentions of today’s 
reformers, who promote choice at the 
expense of funding, accountability over 
capacity building, and disdain instead 

Why i lose sleep at night
of engagement.
 My goals require changes that are 
not being addressed in the standard 
reform rhetoric. We need to provide 
adequate funding for public schools and 
address the persistent inequality among 
districts. We need to give all children 
access to a demanding curriculum that 
challenges them to be critical, creative 
and independent thinkers, and we need 
to attract talented teachers and give 
them the opportunity to construct 
learning experiences that help every 
child succeed. 
 We must engage struggling children 
rather than exclude them or judge them 
as losers, and attract leaders who can 
create a culture of success. Educators 
should be evaluated and provided with 
opportunities to improve. Parents and 
communities must be mobilized to fur-
ther the goals of their schools. This work 
is complex and requires persistence. It 
is rarely achieved through the blunt 
instrument of public policy.
 Tragically, the heavy-handed solu-
tions now being advanced disregard 
and undermine the most profound and 
valuable part of our public education 
tradition, our commitment to the com-
mon good.
 Schools can be resistant to change, 
which is sometimes a problem. In 
this case it is their salvation, because 
teachers still get up every day to do 
their important work, even if they feel 
isolated and under fire. Most have the 
will to carry on despite the blaming and 
shaming and constantly changing set 
of demands that surround them. They 
focus on the task at hand—the children 
who look to them for a hug, help with 
tying their shoes, guidance on navigating 
the world, praise for their efforts and, of 
course, the development of their minds 
and talents.
 Teachers are motivated by their 
students, but there is a limit to how 
much we can depend on intrinsic re-
wards when the public narrative and ill-
conceived education policies undermine 
teachers’ efforts and perceived value.
 I lose sleep because we are running 
out of time! There is an urgent need to 
push back before we make the work of 
teaching so unbearable that our talented 
educators won’t want to come to work.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board of 
Parents for Public Schools.
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Spring Flea Market 
all proceeds benefit mission work 

2537 Lee Road 
Cleveland Heights 
 

(216) 321-8880 
www.chsaviour.org 
 

Friday, April 12, 10 - 5 
$10 admission 10-11, free thereafter 
 

Saturday, April 13, 10 - 2  
 

 Clothing, Toys, Kitchen Goods, Household 
Items, Tools, Jewelry, Sporting Goods 
 

Homemade Soup  & Hot Dog Lunch 
 

Community Recycling Event  
(April 13 ONLY)  Bring your electronics to 
the north parking lot for recycling - if it has 
a power cord or runs on batteries, regard-
less of condition or working order, we will 
accept it! 

* *
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• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this spring!
We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.
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Let us transport you to another Land

cleveland heights teen named 
hYc’s Youth of the Year
Lauren Foley 

Diamond Reese has been recognized as 
Heights Youth Club’s (HYC) Youth of 
the Year, the highest honor a club mem-
ber can receive. Reese was nominated 
because of her leadership and involve-
ment in the community.
 Reese, a senior at Horizon Science 
Academy, plans to attend Cleveland 
State University in the fall. Her journey 
to college wasn’t easy. In first grade, 
Reese was tested for dyslexia after strug-
gling with reading. This proved to be a 
turning point in her life, she recalled.
 “Teachers didn’t want me in their 
classrooms. Kids called me names and 
bullied me,” Reese said. “My mother 
transferred me to a different school 
every year, trying desperately to get me 
the help I needed.” 
 Reese credits HYC with bringing 
out her personality and reducing her 
shyness. “I found comfort, support and 
acceptance,” she said. “It’s like my home 
away from home.” 
 The club encouraged her to speak 
out, even in front of large groups of 
people, and to take on leadership roles. 
Today, Reese is vice president of the 
club’s Keystone/Young Moguls group, 
and is also a representative for UPS Road 
Code, a safe driving program for teens. 
 Reese is an environmentalist, Bible 
study teacher and JROTC member. In 
2011 Reese went door-to-door, collecting 
signatures and registering individuals to 
vote. Her community volunteer hours 
total more than 220 in the past year.
 Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed Kelley 
said, “Diamond Reese is an intelligent, 

trustworthy, responsible and hardworking 
young woman of high moral character.” 
 The Heights Youth Club is one of 
five freestanding clubs and six school-
based clubs that belong to the Boys & 
Girls Club of Cleveland, the local chapter 
of the national Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America. HYC has almost 600 members. 
 Each of the Cleveland member 
clubs names its own Youth of the Year, 
and these become nominees for the 
Cleveland Clubs’ Youth of the Year 
honor. Reese placed second in that com-
petition and won a $1,500 scholarship.

Lauren Foley is the community relations 
manager for the Heights Youth Club. 

Roxboro 8th-grader is a finalist in 
Maltz Museum essay contest
Jewel Moulthrop

To encourage middle and high school 
students to focus attention on the cor-
rosive effects of hatred, discrimination 
and intolerance, while developing criti-
cal thinking and communication skills, 
the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage 
created an annual essay contest in 2008. 
 This year, more than 1,600 students 
from seven Northeast Ohio counties 
submitted essays to the fifth annual 
Maltz Museum’s Stop the Hate: Youth 
Speak Out! contest. The students’ essays 
address a variety of issues, including cy-
ber-bullying, racism, anti-Semitism and 
Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender 
(LGBT) issues, and offer heartfelt and 
innovative solutions. 
 Soli Collins, who lives in Cleveland 
Heights and attends Roxboro Middle 
School, is one of three 8th-grade final-
ists. In her essay, Soli shares her feelings 
about being a victim of cyber-bullying. 
She tells how it destroyed an important 
friendship and how it affected her self-
esteem. While the bullying has stopped 
and the friendship has been somewhat 
repaired, the effects of the experience 
still linger.
 Jill Rembrandt, the museum’s direc-
tor of education and public programs, 
said she was “overwhelmed not only 
by the passion of our teenagers who 
share their stories of discrimination 
and their action plans with us, but by 
the hundreds of volunteer readers and 
judges who take the time to read and 

score each essay. Truly, we know that it 
is this generation of young people who 
will someday change the world.” 
 Students compete for a total of 
$100,000 in scholarships and prizes. 
As a finalist, Soli Collins is eligible to 
receive a cash prize. Congratulations, 
Soli!

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

Diamond Reese

soli collins

Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

te
m

m
a

 c
o

ll
in

s

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

h
ei

g
h

ts
 y

o
u

th
 c

lu
b



Heights Observer April 1, 2013     www.heightsobserver.org18

heights hoMe aND gaRDeN

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

TM

Coit’s Growing
in your neighborhood

Healthy Produce. Healthy People. Healthy Connections.

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

Plan your garden with hRRc and 
Bremec on the heights
Allison Urbanek

Show your support for Home Repair 
Resource Center (HRRC) of Cleveland 
Heights and spruce up your yard at the 
same time by shopping for all your lawn 
and garden supplies at Bremec on the 
Heights Garden Center, located at 13410 
Cedar Road. 
 For the fifth year, Bremec’s will do-
nate a portion of every purchase made 
between Monday, April 22, and Sunday, 
May 5, to HRRC. For shoppers who 
prefer to select their plants and sup-

Judith Eugene

Recent signs of spring are causing 
many of us to start thinking about gar-
dening. In-ground gardens can be hard 
on aging backs and knees, though, 
because of the stooping and kneeling 
required to plant and maintain them. 
Container gardens are a great alterna-
tive for those who love gardens but 
find them hard to keep up.
 Containers can be elevated on 
plant stands, tables, window sills or 
deck railings to make them easier to 
reach. They can be placed close to 
the house or indoors, so that bags 
of soil don’t need to be carried long 
distances. Their smaller size means 

containers are an easier way to garden

seNioR sceNe
easier weeding, feeding and watering. 
The myriad sizes and styles available 
allow for creative design options. They 
also make it easy to bring annuals inside 
for the winter.
 Virtually anything grown in the 
ground can also grow in a container. 
Plants, flowers and herbs, and most 
vegetables and small trees all do well 
in containers. It’s important to check 
the instructions for planting, care and 
growth zones when buying plants to 
make sure they are suitable for contain-
ers and for the amount of sunlight your 
garden receives.
 Avoid strain on your back by buy-
ing lightweight containers. Place the 
containers where you want them before 
filling them, and locate them so that 
watering, weeding, deadheading and 
harvesting are easy for you to do. You 
might also want to buy smaller bags 
of soil, which are easier to carry than 

larger ones. 
 Start small with your container gar-
den. It’s easy to become overzealous at 
the garden center and buy more plants 
than you can handle. Even if buying a 
whole flat is less expensive, try to buy 
only as many as you can plant at one 
time. If your budget is tight, focus on 
seeds, cuttings and native plants rather 
than mature or imported plants.
 Choose containers with good drain-
age holes in the bottom. Put a half-inch 
layer of small pebbles, broken pottery 
or wood chips in the bottom of the 
container. Next, fill it with a mixture 
of two-thirds good quality soil and 
one-third peat moss. Peat moss adds 
lightness, nutrients, and helps retain 
moisture. Fill your containers to one 
inch below the rim.
 An easy way to create an interest-
ing and visually pleasing container 
arrangement is to follow the “thriller, 

filler and spiller” method of planting. 
The thriller is the focal piece that grabs 
your attention—usually the tallest and 
showiest plant in the container. Fill-
ers are medium-height plants that fill 
the space around the thriller. Spillers 
are trailers that cascade out of the pot 
and grow toward the ground, acting as 
a visual anchor for the arrangement. 
You can have more than one kind of 
filler and spiller in a container, but they 
shouldn’t compete with the thriller for 
attention.
 Proper design and care of your 
container garden will provide you with 
a relaxing hobby that will continue to 
produce pleasing results, year after year. 
Enjoy!

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for senior adults and 
those with physical and mental challenges. 
She can be reached at 216-408-5578 or  
Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com.

plies later in 
the season, 
gift  cards 
purchased 
during the 
event will 
also benefit 
HRRC. 

 HRRC trustees and volunteers 
will be on hand to distribute vouchers, 
answer questions and assist shoppers 
on both weekends. Vouchers are also 
available HRRC’s office at 2520 Noble 
Road and online at www.hrrc-ch.org.
 As an added incentive this spring, 
HRRC supporters making a purchase 
with the voucher will receive a special 
coupon for additional savings on purchas-
es they make at Bremec’s this summer.

Allison Urbanek is the program director for 
HRRC.

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

home Remodeling Fair april 6
Rebecca Stager

Looking for home remodeling ideas and 
repair advice? This year’s Community 
Home Remodeling Fair, presented by 
Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC) 
in cooperation with the City of Cleveland 
Heights, will be held on Saturday, April 6, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Cleveland 
Heights City Hall. The fair is free, and 
residents of all communities are welcome.
 The event will feature “Ask an Ex-
pert” advice tables, where professionals 
from many repair specialties will be 
available to answer questions and give 
advice. Representatives from local banks, 
community organizations, and the City 
of Cleveland Heights will be available to 
discuss how they can help homeowners 
complete renovation projects.
 The fair will also include workshops 
on “Greening and Preserving Your 
Historic (or Not-So-Historic) Home,”  
with Chuck Miller, Doty & Miller 

Architects; “Installing a Rain Garden,” 
with J. Meiring Borcherds, Watershed 
Coordinator, Cuyahoga County Board 
of Health; and “Adding Solar: Exploring 
Your Options,” with Steven Gonzales, 
Astrum Solar.
 For more information, visit www.
hrrc-ch.org, or call 216-381-6100.

Rebecca Stager has been HRRC’s repair 
education programs coordinator since 1989.

an advice table at last year’s home Remodeling 
Fair.

Buy local. 

Your merchants are 

your neighbors too.
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Loving Hands 
Yoga & REiKi 

Enjoy vendors, speakers, classes, 
treatments, readings, kids activities, 

delicious food, and much more at the 

HEIGHTS HOLISTIC FAIR
April 13 & 14

10am - 6pm at The Open Office in Cleveland Heights 

For more info, www.LovingHandsYoga.com
or call 216-408-5578

Presented by Sponsored by

Discover how holistic health & sustainable 
living can improve and enrich your life!

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn

Our customized lawn care program 
and lawn renovation services make 
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today. 

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

• Lawn renovation and 
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional 
lawn fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and 
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing 

• Lawn aeration and 
thatch removal 

• Weekly lawn maintenance

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the 
appearance of your yard? 

Are you tired of calling an 
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?

Are you frustrated with 
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?

Lawn Lad. Passionately 
committed to making 

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best. 

LL_HO.0312.Ad:Layout 1  2/20/12  4:00 PM  Page 1

Bremec on the heights prepares for spring season
Simone Quartell

As temperatures rise and the snow 
disappears, Bremec on the Heights is 
getting ready to reopen its doors to 
gardeners in the Heights. 
 According to Jessica Mitchell, mar-
keting director, some “spring favorites” 
with Bremec’s customers are pansies, 
fruit trees, and annual and perennial 
plants. Bremec also offers organic lawn 
care items, such as fertilizer, soil, pest 
and disease control products, as well as 
garden décor items, such as fountains, 
statuary and pottery. 
 This year, Bremec is marketing cus-
tom gift baskets with the slogan “Your 
Vision is Our Creation.” Bremec has 
also begun selling Tokyo Milk beauty 
products and recently finished remodel-
ing its shop at 13410 Cedar Road. The 
remodeling was completed in late winter 
and the building now has a “more open 
boutique feel,” said Mitchell. “It has 
much more light, and easier access to 

our goodies and gifts.”
 A fundraiser for the Home and Re-
pair Resource Center (HRRC) is planned 
for April 22–May 5. For every purchase 
made with an HRRC voucher, 15 per-
cent of the proceeds will go to HRRC. 
Vouchers will be available at the store, 
throughout the Heights, and at HRRC’s 
office at 2520 Noble Road.  
 This fundraiser has become an an-
nual event in recent years, and Mitchell 
said that Bremec holds fundraisers for 
many nonprofit organizations through-
out the year.
 During the winter, when garden 
sales decrease, Bremec staff plan and 
prepare for the spring and summer 
planting and growing seasons. During 
April, Bremec will be open from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.Newly remodeled Bremec on the heights opens its doors to local gardeners.
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Nature center at shaker lakes hosts 8th annual Pestival on april 12
Lisa Frederickson

Pestival, the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes’ most unique event, will be held 
on Friday, April 12 from 6–9 p.m. at the 
Nature Center, 2600 South Park Blvd. 
This annual cocktail-style reception 
features delicacies made by local chefs 
from the invasive, but edible, garlic 
mustard pulled from the Nature Center 
grounds.
 The event combines successful 

land management with creative cuisine,  
and will feature food prepared by chefs 
from local restaurants, including Co-
quette Patisserie, fire food and drink, 
The Greenhouse Tavern, J. Pistone 
Market and Gathering Place, Mackenzie 
Creamery, Radius Restaurant, SASA 
and Umami.
 Pestival begins with a limited-avail-
ability, VIP hour from 6–7 p.m. General 
admission is from 7–9 p.m.
 “We are thrilled to have many won-

derful chefs return this year, as well as 
the opportunity to welcome a few new 
chefs to this fun evening at the Nature 
Center,” said Denise Dixon, Pestival 
chairwoman and longtime Nature 
Center volunteer. “Pestival is one of our 
most popular events.”
 Once introduced, garlic mustard 
out-competes native plants by aggres-
sively monopolizing light, moisture, 
nutrients, soil and space. Pestival helps 
educate the community about the threat 

this invasive species poses to native 
plants and animals.
 VIP reservations are $85; general 
admission is $60. Reservations are re-
quired and should be made early for 
this always-sold-out event by calling the 
Nature Center at 216-321-5935 or visiting 
www.shakerlakes.org.

Lisa Frederickson is the media and event 
manager for the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes. 

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com 

Residential Driveways 
Asphalt & Concrete 
Masonry 
30% off Kitchens & Baths 

Roofing  
Sealcoating 
Siding 
Windows 

A+ rating 

Spring is here!  

Financing Available 
36 Months No Interest 
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Make a literary love connection at the library
Sheryl Banks

Matchmakers, Matchmakers,
Make me a match,
Find me a book,
or a movie perhaps,
Matchmakers, Matchmakers
Look through your books (and DVDs 
and CDs and books on tape),
And make me a perfect match.

—With apologies to Jerry Bock and Sheldon 
Harnick, composer and lyricist of “Fiddler 
on the Roof.”

Is there anything more satisfying than 
finding that new book, movie or piece 
of music that speaks to your soul? The 
one you find yourself begging friends 
and family to read, to watch, to listen to?
 Heights Libraries wants to help you 
find your next great literary, musical or 

cinematic love at “Speed Dating with 
the Matchmakers” at the Lee Road Li-
brary on Wednesday, April 17, at 7 p.m.
 The Matchmakers is a group of 

librarians whose mission is to help cus-
tomers find materials that reflect their 
interests and passions. Modeled after 
speed dating, this fast, fun program will 

pair customers with the Matchmakers 
and with other customers for short, four-
minute chats, during which beloved titles 
will be shared. Customers should come 
prepared with their own recommenda-
tions for fellow participants.
 While the focus is on the love of 
books, movies and music, participants 
shouldn’t rule out the possibility of con-
necting with other customers who have 
similar interests. Who knows what may 
blossom?
 The event is free, and light refresh-
ments will be provided. Register at 
www.heightslibrary.org. The Lee Road 
branch is located at 2345 Lee Road in 
Cleveland Heights.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights Public  
Library.

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

1163 Plainfield Rd, South Euclid
Cute 3 Bedroom Colonial!

What’s going on at your library? 
Free tax assistance from AARP  
Tax day is Monday, April 15, but don’t 
panic—we’re offering help! Through 
April 13, AARP volunteers will help 
prepare your 2012 taxes. Call 216-932-
3600 to make an appointment (re-
quired) during the following sessions:

Lee Road Library:
Tuesdays, April 2 and 9
Thursdays, April 4 and 11
Fridays, April 5 and 12
Saturdays, April 6 & 13

University Heights Library:
Thursdays, April 4 and 11

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Monday, April 15, 4 p.m.
From Seed to Stem. Celebrate spring! 
Learn how plants and flowers grow, 
paint a flower pot, and plant a seed to 
grow at home. Grades 2–5. Registra-
tion begins April 1.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

some of heights libraries Matchmakers (from left, top row): Raidene hebert, greg Fisher, amy Mar-
shalik, Pat gray, constance Dickerson; (bottom row): Megan Zimmerman, Ben gulyas, shelley Morris.

Experience the Atma Center difference! 
2319 Lee Road    216-371-9760     atmacenter.com 

ATMA CENTER 
YOGA FOR EVERY BODY 

 

30 DAYS  
UNLIMITED 
YOGA - $39  

IRRESISTIBLE! 

(NEW STUDENTS ONLY) 

The Tavern Company 
2260 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights 

216.321.6001 

www.TavernCompany.com 

April Showers                         
Bring May Flowers                  

-AND-                                   
Tavern Company’s Patio…    

See You There! 
Saturday, April 27, 2 p.m.
Sixth Annual Heights Libraries Crossword 
Competition. Don’t miss the opportunity 
to spend a puzzling afternoon solving 
crosswords with friends and neighbors. 
Try your hand at unpublished cross-
words provided by Will Shortz, The 
New York Times crossword puzzle editor. 
All levels of crossword enthusiast are 
encouraged to participate. Registration 
required.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Mondays through Fridays, April 1–30, 
3:30 p.m.
Random Acts of Poetry. April is National 
Poetry Month. Teens can create a poem 
to add to the Noble Poet-Tree, learn 
about different types of poems, or put 
together their own book-spine poem.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Fridays, April 12 and 26, 4 p.m. 
Fantasy Friday. Kids in grades K–5 can 
learn more about fantasy authors with a 
live reading and craft project.

Observer advertising is good for your business 

and good for your community.
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ongoing sales at harvey and Friends bookshop
Louisa Oliver

On the second floor of the Lee Road 
Library, tucked away next to the bridge, 
is a used bookshop full of novels, all 
categories of nonfiction, children’s 
books, reference books, audio books, 
tapes and CDs. 
 The store is known for its low prices 
and it is open whenever the library is 
open. If no attendant is there, the store 
operates on the honor system. Patrons 
make their choices and pay at the cir-
culation desk downstairs. 
 Called Harvey and Friends, the 
store’s name is a shout-out to Harvey 
Pekar, who was a stalwart customer of 
the Friends of the Heights Libraries 
book sales. The Friends organization  
has promoted interest in, and appre-
ciation of, the award-winning Heights 
Libraries for 50 years, mostly by sell-
ing used books. The current bookshop 
opened in 2011 to supplement the tradi-
tional book sales.
 On the first Friday of every month 
there is a special sale in the bookshop, 
with a different theme each month. This 
month, fiction books will sell for $2 a 
bag. 
 The Friends’ annual Mega Book Sale 
will run from Thursday, May 2 through 
Sunday, May 5. Typically held in the 
downstairs meeting rooms, the sale will 
expand beyond the walls of the upstairs 

bookshop. Everything in the store will 
be for sale. Thursday night is an ex-
clusive preview for Friends members, 
5–8:30 p.m. The sale will be open to the 
general public on Friday and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. On Sunday, from 
1–5 p.m., book lovers can fill a whole bag 
with books for $4.
 Friends of the Heights Libraries 
sells donated books, and the Heights 
community is very generous. Now’s the 
time to think about spring cleaning or 
downsizing, and donate good quality 

books, tapes, CDs and audio books to 
the Heights Libraries for the sale. Small 
donations are accepted at the Lee Road 
Library customer service desk. Larger 
donations may be dropped off at the 
loading dock (north of the main en-
trance off the parking lot on Lee Road) 
during business hours. Friends also sells 
library books that have been taken out 
of circulation.
 Become a Friends member for an 
annual fee of $10. To become a member 
or to renew your membership, visit  

www.friendsofheightslibrary.onefireplace.
com. 
 The group also needs attendants at 
the bookshop and helpers at book sales. 
Volunteers gather most Tuesday evenings 
for one hour to sort donated books. To 
volunteer, call 216-932-3600, ext. 234.

Louisa Oliver, a resident of Cleveland 
Heights, is president of the Friends of the 
Heights Libraries and former director of the 
Heights Parent Center (now Family Con-
nections).

FEBRUARY 18, 2013
Board Member Jeffrey Eummer was absent.

Question about violent video games
A Noble neighborhood resident expressed 
a concern about violent video games at the 
Noble Neighborhood Library. Recently, in  
the children’s room, two children were playing 
video games that featured shooting on [two of] 
the four public computers that face outward. 
Feeling that this was not what he wanted  
his daughter exposed to, he discussed the 
matter with Constance Dickerson, branch 
librarian, who explained that the computers 
in the children’s section blocked prohibited 
sexual content but not other types of mate-
rial. The father felt that given that libraries  
evaluate the print material that they obtain, 
he would like to see similar attention [given] 
to video games that include violence and 
shooting.
 James Roosa, board president, assured him 

that the board would discuss the matter. Direc-
tor Nancy Levin indicated that unaccompanied 
minors present special concerns when they use 
the computers.

Dobama annual report
Charlotta Enflo, managing director, and Na-
than Motta, artistic director, addressed the 
board regarding Dobama’s accomplishments 
in 2012. Even with ticket prices up slightly, 
there has been a 20 percent increase in [atten-
dance]. However, programming expenses have 
increased 21 percent. Contributed income was 
down 3 percent, but the number of individual 
donors was up 17 percent. A grant from the 
Cleveland Foundation covers the salary of Julie 
Friedman, associate managing director, as well 
as the cost of a ticketing database.
 Plans are in the works for the second Dobam-

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  7.

arama fundraiser on June 14, featuring local 
playwright Eric Coble.

Library fund-Cleveland Foundation 
partnership
The board of directors of the Fund for the 
Future of Heights Libraries voted to partner 
with the Cleveland Foundation. Donors to the 
library endowment can contact the Cleveland 
Foundation directly.

Public Service Report highlights for 
January:
•   Coventry Village Library hosted three em-

ployment series classes: resume writing in 
Word; search for jobs online; and online 
job applications.

•   Jenny Greene facilitated the Third Tuesday 
Book Club’s meeting at the Bottlehouse 
Brewing Company. The unusual partnership 
was a success and more book discussions 
will be held there.

•   Kattywompus Press featured three area poets 
for a reading at Coventry Village Library. 
Bonne De Blas, Eric Anderson and Shelley 

Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Happy Hour Weekdays

Party Room Weekends

Voted Best of Heights

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

New postal regulations got you down?  
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Mail Service • Database Management • Office Administration

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep you on 
time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com

Chernin performed, and ukulele intervals 
were featured.

•   University Heights Library partnered with 
Cleveland Foodbank to provide three ses-
sions of the Kids Café snack program.

•   Rap Art facilitator Freda Saleem now has 
two Girls’ Circle groups at the University 
Heights Library. One group is for girls ages 
11 and 12, and the other is for girls ages 
13 and over.

•   The 13th Annual Poetry Slam, a collabora-
tion with Lake Erie Ink, received food and 
prize donations from Dewey’s, Winking Liz-
ard, Wendy’s, Sweetie Fry, and Five Guys. 
A crowd of about 60 enjoyed the program, 
alternating between absolute silence and 
uproarious applause.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

a patron checks out the selection at the First Friday sale in april.

Support Home Repair Resource Center –
        Shop at

April 22 - May 5, 2013
Show this ad, and a portion of your purchase will benefi t HRRC.* Gift cards 
are available, so you can make your purchase later and still help HRRC.

*Excludes contractor & commercial sales, and service charges (such as delivery charges or tree planting fees.)

www.hrrc-ch.org

13410 Cedar Road
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ROXARTS benefit at the B-Side is May 4
Andrea C. Turner

Get ready to have a “gnarly and radical” 
time as ROXARTS hosts its annual 
benefit and auction, Saturday, May 4, 
6:30–10 p.m., at Coventry’s B-Side 
Lounge, 2785 Euclid Heights Blvd. This 
year’s event, “Rox-N-Roll: Breakin’ It 
Down at the B-Side,” will take you back 
to the ’80s, so be sure to wear your para-
chute pants, leg warmers and big hair. 
 Get a taste of Asian-inspired food 
catered by Umami Moto. Enjoy com-
plimentary beer and wine, music and 
dancing, and participate in the silent 
and live auctions.
 This annual benefit is the primary 
fundraiser supporting ROXARTS, a 
not-for-profit organization of parents 
and community members who share a 
common goal: to bring enhanced arts 

hcc sponsors 
civil rights film 
screening at ciFF
Heights Observer Editor 

Heights Community Congress (HCC) 
is partnering with the Cleveland In-
ternational Film Festival (CIFF) to 
promote the screening of “The Last 
White Knight.”
 The film is a 78-minute “civil” dia-
logue between filmmaker Paul Saltzman 
and Delay de la Beckwith, a Ku Klux 
Klan member “unto death,” and son 
of the man who murdered civil rights 
leader Medgar Evers in Greenwood, 
Miss., in 1963.
 The two men have met before—
Beckwith punched Saltzman in the nose 
when Saltzman was working to register 
black voters in 1965.
 The film—a look at racial hatred 
past and present—also incorporates in-
terviews with humanitarians, including 
Harry Belafonte and Morgan Freeman, 
and features three current masked Klan 
members who share their views.
 The film will be shown at Tower 
City Cinemas at 12:15 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 6, and at 7:40 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 7.  Tickets can be purchased on-
line, by phone or in person. Use the code 
HCC for a $2 discount through CIFF.
 Saltzman is founder of the non-
profit Moving Beyond Prejudice, which 
works with students, educators and 
community groups. 
 An Emmy Award-winning film and 
television producer-director, Saltzman’s 
film credits include “Prom Night in Mis-
sissippi.”
 HCC is a Heights-based organiza-
tion founded in 1972 to promote racial 
diversity and fair-housing practices.
 For more information, visit www.
clevelandfilm.org/films/2013/the-last-white-
knight. 

heights high symphony rated ‘superior’ in state orchestra competition

Joy Henderson

The Heights High Symphony Orches-
tra, under the baton of Daniel Heim, 
attended the Ohio Music Education 
Association’s (OMEA) State Orchestra 
Adjudicated Event for the Northwest 
Region at Bowling Green High School 
on Saturday, March 2.
 The 51-member ensemble per-
formed a 30-minute program of pre-
pared music at the highest level of dif-

ficulty (Class A), followed by a round of 
Class A sight-read music. The orchestra 
was awarded a “Superior” rating—the 
top rating given in the OMEA system. 
Sixteen high school string and sym-
phony orchestras performed in OMEA 
classes A, B and C.  
 “Participation in the event offers 
students the opportunity to perform 
high-level music for judges who can give 
honest, detailed, expert feedback,” said 
Heim. “It’s one thing to play concerts as 

the ‘home team’ in your own auditorium, 
but it’s quite different to deliver for an 
audience not connected to you through 
family or community.”
 Senior and principal oboist Shosha-
na Klein said, “It was a good experience 
to play for other people, especially  
receiving feedback from unbiased 
judges.”
 This is the first time since 2004 that 
the Heights High Symphony Orchestra 
has attended the OMEA State Orches-

alumni produce documentary about heights high
Jewel Moulthrop

Picture a sea of black and gold T-shirts 
with “Forever a Tiger” emblazoned 
across the front. That’s what you’ll see 
in the stands at any given Cleveland 
Heights High School sporting event.
 That “Tiger Pride” is something 
that lasts forever, according to Mai 
Moore and Traci Easley-Williams, 
both Heights High alumnae and co-
producers of a new documentary called 
“The Heights Movie.” Jeff Johnson (’91) 
is co-executive producer.
 The two women have set out to 
create a documentary about growing up 
at Heights High, which they describe as 
“one of the city’s most assorted box of 
cultures, all in one educational dwell-
ing.”
 “There is a story to be told. I’ve 
lived around the nation and interna-
tionally and there is nowhere like the 
Heights,” said Moore, executive pro-
ducer of the film.
 The story explores the uniqueness 
of the school as told through the eyes 

of Heights High graduates from 1953 
to 2012. The film focuses heavily on 
diversity—not only racial but also social 
and economic—and other qualities that 
made and make the high school such a 
melting pot, poured into a three-story, 
H-shaped building occupying an entire 
city block.
 The film features some notable 
Heights High alumni, including Mike 
Belkin, basketball phenom of the 1990s; 
Damon “Mr. Basketball” Stringer; and 
Jeff Johnson, TV journalist.

 “Everyone can relate to some as-
pect of this documentary. Heights was 
so diverse that it has bits and pieces of 
America all throughout it,” said Easley-
Williams. 
 The producers’ next steps are to 
develop marketing plans to seek fund-
ing and other support, and strategize 
distribution outlets. They hope to be 
able to release the film later this year.
 Mai Moore (’95) is a marketing 
executive and owner of Knowledgeable 
Marketing, producer of Once Again 
Showcases. She is actively involved in 
her community, church, charities and 
social clubs.
 Traci Easley-Williams (’92) is an as-
sociate lecturer in the School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communications at Kent 
State University. She is an accomplished 
filmmaker and is working on her Ph.D. 
in cultural foundations.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

co-producers traci easley-Williams (left) and Mai 
Moore (right) with teacher/interviewee Delores 
Morrison–Ballard.

the heights high symphony at the ohio Music education association’s state orchestra competition in Bowling green on March 2.

tra event.
 “Our students not only performed 
well under pressure, but they got up 
very early to travel across the state,” 
said Heim, who is also artistic director 
of the Heights Summer Music Camp 
sponsored by Reaching Heights. “The 
students worked very hard and I’m 
extremely proud of them.”

Joy Henderson is the Heights High liaison for 
parents and community.

education to students at Roxboro El-
ementary and Middle schools. For more 
than 30 years, ROXARTS has sponsored 
educational programs in the performing 
and visual arts—participation in which 
is proven to improve academic achieve-
ment and help develop well-rounded 
children.
 ROXARTS funds artists-in-resi-
dence, school performances and capital 
projects. Most recently, it has sponsored 
programs in Japanese poetry, Dalcroze, 
silk painting, quilt making, hip-hop 
dance, comic-book making and puppet 
theater. The school community has 
enjoyed performances and workshops 
with Verb Ballets, CSU Jazz Ensemble, 
Morrison Dance and the Roberto 
Ocasio Foundation. Capital projects 
have included new theatrical lighting, 
a state-of the-art sound system, and a 

set of African drums—all benefiting 
students and performers. 
 The community is invited. Tickets 
to the event are available online at www.
ROXARTS.org. Tickets for teachers and 
staff are $20 in advance or $25 at the 
door; tickets for all others are $30 in 
advance or $35 at the door. Be creative 
and get your tickets now for a “totally 
awesome” event. Check us out on Face-
book for updates on exciting auction 
items.
 To donate auction items or pur-
chase ads in our auction catalog, contact 
co-chairs Rosie Ford (440-476-0717 or 
rosieford@yahoo.com), or Erin Gisel 
(216-509-4020 or emgisel@aol.com).

Andrea C. Turner owns ACT One Commu-
nications, a marketing and communications 
consulting firm. She is PR chair for the 2013 
ROXARTS benefit and a proud parent of 
two Roxboro Elementary School students.
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$2995

Deluxe Oil, 
Lube & Filter

Most Cars Reg. $39.95 
EPA charge. Synthetic oil addl.

Valid with Valpak offer only.
Expires 5/31/13

Our Experienced Mechanics 

Help You Get More Years
Out of Your Vehicle

FREE
Loaner
Cars

Prior Notice
Required Discount is off regular price.

Not Valid with any other offer. 
Expires 5/31/13

$20 OFF
Any Services

over $60
Great Deals!

1815 S. Taylor Rd.
Cleveland Hts

www.swedishsolution.com

216-371-5100

Winter Prep Special

Coolant System 
Flush &

Pressure Test
Not Valid with any other offer.

Expires 5/31/13

Serving since 1989
in Cleveland Hts

$7995

Global Automotive

Proudly presents its

FINALE CONCERT
At the CHHS Dina Rees Auditorium

Wednesday, May 1st at 7:30 p.m.
Featuring the Concert Band,

Concert Orchestra & Symphonic Band

Friday, May 3rd at 7:30 p.m.
Featuring the Heights High Symphony 

Senior Soloists, Kate Miller, piano & 
Mary O’Keefe, oboe 

Symphonic Winds
Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment 

6:30 p.m. in the Social Room

Friday, May 10th at 7:00 p.m.
Jazz Night

Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab, Jazz Combo

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org

IMD Cleveland Heights High School               
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

Allergies?

of these?

Homeopathy can help.

heightsfamilyhealth.com
free consult 216.370.3605

too many

heights arts exhibits art by ‘our kids on lee’
Peggy Spaeth

Change can bring challenges—and op-
portunities. People in the Heights are 
particularly creative in adapting to chal-
lenging changes, turning lemons into 
lemonade. A case in point is the Heights 
Youth Club: a vacant church repurposed 
into a vibrant after-school program by a 
visionary group of residents. 
 Heights Arts created a special op-
portunity for the club by applying to 
the Ohio Arts Council to sponsor a five- 
week artist residency with Cuban-born 
Cleveland artist Augusto Bordelois. The 
result is an exterior mosaic mural that 
creates a window into the current life 
of the former church.
 Heights Arts will display the mural 
before installation at a show called “Our 
Kids on Lee,” with an opening reception 
Friday, April 19, 6–9 p.m. Also featured 
are paintings by Bordelois, and artwork 
selected from the art classes of Lee Road 
public schools: Fairfax Elementary, 
Jessica Friedland, art teacher; Boule-
vard Elementary, Hilary Nemecek; art 
teacher; and Heights High, Susan Hood, 
art teacher. The show runs through May 
11, after which the mural will be installed 
on the Heights Youth Club pediment.
 During the residency, Bordelois first 
worked with a core group of students 
to design the mural. The design was 
approved by the Cleveland Heights 
Planning Commission and Architectural 
Board of Review, then fabricated after 
school by the students and Bordelois, 
with the assistance of Heights Arts staff 
members Andrea Joki and Courtney 
Young. 
 The students selected the theme of 
Tiger Nation, as the tiger is a longtime 

Heights High mascot. In the mural, the 
tiger, powerful and protective, looks 
out over identifiable Cleveland Heights  
landmarks including Cain Park, the 
Heights Youth Club, Heights High, the 
Cedar Lee Theatre, and typical Heights 
homes, all illuminated by rays from a 
rising sun.
 The mosaic project enriched stu-
dents’ after-school experience this 
year—and will enliven the Lee Road 
streetscape for decades to come with 
a lasting piece of public art, reflecting 
Heights Arts’s vision of art as part of 
everyday life. 
 This $11,350 Heights Arts public 
art and education project was possible 
through the generosity of the follow-

celebration party and tiger mosaic detail (pictured below).

ing: Ohio Arts Council, Christopher 
Brandt/Beth Sersig Fund, Cyrus Eaton 
Foundation, Jack and Blanche Valancy, 
Dominion Foundation, US Bank Foun-
dation, Elisabeth Gevelber, Cedar Lee 

2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard,  Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

 Worship 
 Wednesday
  6pm - Agape Community Meal (students welcome!)
  7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

 Sunday
  10am - Community Eucharist

   Compline & Evensong
   5 pm April 7 at St. Paul ’s
   5 pm April 14, 21, 28 at St. Alban’s

St. Alban’s Episcopal Community
www.saintalbanchurch.org

Special Improvement District and, of 
course, Heights Arts.

Peggy Spaeth is executive director of  
Heights Arts.
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3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights,  OH 44118  

Summer Ruffing It! 
Summer camps for Ages 3-14

June 17 - July 26, 2013 

For more information or 
to register online please go to:
www.ruffingmontessori.net/camps

‘alice in Wonderland’ at communion of saints school
Amy Fischer 

“How do you get to Wonderland? Over 
the hill or underland or just behind the 
tree?” No, silly; you will find Wonder-
land at Communion of Saints. That’s 
how the question goes in the musical 
production of Disney’s “Alice in Won-
derland Jr.,” this year’s selection for the 
Communion of Saints School drama 
program.
 The show follows Alice in her mad-
cap adventures as she meets the White 
Rabbit, Dodo Bird, Tweedle Dee and 
Tweedle Dum, the Cheshire Cat, the 
Mad Hatter, the tyrannical Queen of 
Hearts and the fabulous ladies of the 
golden afternoon. This fast-paced stage 
adaptation of Alice in Wonderland fea-
tures new arrangements of such classic 
Disney songs as “I’m Late” and “The 
Unbirthday Song,” along with costumes 
and set design that promise to delight 
audiences.

 Students, who have been working 
on the production since January, will 
transform the Powers Hall gymnasium 
stage into the magical setting for “Alice 

in Wonderland Jr.” on Friday, April 19, 
and Saturday, April 20, at 7 p.m. The 
play is under the stage direction of Lydia 
Chanenka and the musical direction of 

Maria Botti-Lodovico.
 The school’s drama program is one 
of the enrichment programs available 
to students in grades K–8. The program, 
now in its fourth year, has seen its shows’ 
casts grow from 25 to 60 students. Pre-
vious productions include “Annie, Jr.,” 
“Baba Yaga” (a production written by the 
program’s director) and “Willy Wonka, 
Jr.” General admission is $2 at the door, 
and free for those 15 and under. Baked 
goods and water will be available for 
purchase before the show and during 
intermission.
 Communion of Saints School, 2160 
Stillman Road (at Cedar Road), was 
established in 2010 with the merger of 
four parishes in the Diocese of Cleve-
land. The school was formerly known as 
Saint Ann School, established in 1916.

Amy Fischer is a member of Communion of 
Saints School advisory committee and past 
co-president of the PTO.

‘the lyons’ is season finale at Dobama
Jewel Moulthrop 

As the end of Dobama Theatre’s 2012–13 
season approaches, the company is re-
hearsing “The Lyons” by Nicky Silver 
as the final show of its 53rd consecu-
tive season. This production marks the 
regional premiere of Silver’s play. “The 
Lyons,” which will run from April 19 to 
May 19, is directed by Dobama’s artistic 
director Nathan Motta.
 “The Lyons” is a dark comedy, in 
which the characters are allowed to speak 
their private thoughts aloud, and in doing 
so, Rita, the indomitable matriarch of 
this dysfunctional family, is both fero-

cious and surprisingly touching as she 
anticipates the lonely life she sees as her 
future. Her husband is dying from cancer, 
her son is in a dubious relationship, her 
daughter is struggling to stay sober . . . 
and on top of it all, Rita can’t settle on a 
new design for the living room. 
 A review in the Village Voice, when 
the play opened off-Broadway in 2011, 
noted that although “The Lyons family 
seems to be the standard-issue dysfunc-
tional middle-class Jewish-suburban 
family,” in Nicky Silver’s hands “ex-
pected things happen here, but happen 
quite differently.” 
 Silver has written more than a dozen 

plays, including “Pterodactyls” and “Free 
Will and Wanton Lust,” both of which 
won awards. “The Lyons” is his first play 
to be produced on Broadway (2012). 
 Nathan Motta, recently named 
artistic director of Dobama and the 
producer of Dobama’s Young Play-
wrights programs, is a professional 
freelance director, conductor and com-
poser/lyricist, who has worked with the 
Cleveland Play House, Opera Cleveland, 
Ohio Light Opera, the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra, Mercury Opera 
Rochester (NY) and Civic Light Opera 
(Pittsburgh). He is the founding artistic 
director of Dobama’s Emerging Actors 

program, where he teaches acting and 
has directed productions of “Antigone,” 
“The Tempest” and “Blood Wedding.” 
He directed “A Bright New Boise” at 
Dobama last year.
 Performances of “The Lyons” are 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings 
and Sunday afternoons. For a complete 
schedule, ticket prices and reservations, 
call the Dobama Theatre box office 
at 216-932-3396. Ask about reduced 
prices for RUSH tickets, the preview 
performance on Thursday, Apr. 18, and 
the “pay-as-you-can” performance on 
Sunday, Apr. 21.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.

students (from left) claire Nichols, spencer Furlich, Zoe Wolfe, sophia Martinelli, cooper Flowers, allison 
eva, Della Daher, Rosie Daher, luke Jennings-sanders, kayla cameron and katherine Foerg rehearsing.

®

Resale Done Right

Be Frugal
  Look Fabulous!

For ALL women, sizes 0 to 26, and maternity
25373 Lorain Rd.

NORTH OLMSTED
440-617-6013

15143 Pearl Rd. 
STRONGSVILLE

440-238-8300

6145 Mayfield Rd.
MAYFIELD HEIGHTS.

440-646-9640
www.clothesmentor.com

Some of the Brands We Buy From You:

WE PAY CASH
FOR CLOTHES!
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COFFEE

BETTER
TASTES

L   CAL 

ROASTED IN THE 216
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

EAST 9TH COVENTRY LEE
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM2287 LEE ROAD

CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.8227

1854-A COVENTRY ROAD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.932.5282

1700 EAST 9TH ST
CLEVELAND, OH 44114

216.771.5282

Discover the
Artist

Within You!
216-791-9303

www.arttherapystudio.org

East Side Studios
Fairhill Partners Building

Ursuline ArtSpace

Growth • Healing • Wellness 

Join an ART class at any time! 
No art experience needed

13 day & evening classes
 Spring classes start April 9

fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
and inspiration!

The fabric and sewing boutique 
in Historic Lit tle Italy, Cleveland

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

Open Wednesday – Friday 12-5 pm
Saturday 12-4 pm

With competitive rates and personal service, 
it’s no wonder more drivers trust State Farm®.  
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

Ride with the #1 
car insurer in Ohio.

1001142.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company 

Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

betsy@betsywarnerinsurance.com                                                  

Celebrate Earth Month at       St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Stewarding the Earth’s Resources

2747 Fairmount Boulevard � Cleveland Heights, Ohio � (216) 932-5815 � www.stpauls-church.org

A Sunday 10 a.m. Forum Speaker Series

April 7: Expanding Urban Forests & Biodiversity 
    Clem Hamilton, The Holden Arboretum

April 14: Understanding Climate Science &  
    Ecological Systems — Evalyn Gates & David Beach, 
    Cleveland Museum of Natural History

April 28: Sustaining & Renewing Land Resources  
    Natalie Ronayne, Cleveland Botanical Garden 
    Kristin Lewis, Fairmount Minerals

May 5: Sustaining Our Food Resources,  
    a panel discussion — Mary Holmes, Moderator; 
    including Jesus Sanchez, Green Corps (CBG)

Sunday Worship Times
7:45 a.m. • 9 a.m. • 11:15 a.m.

All are welcome at St. Paul’s!

Pinwheel kids to open in former sunbeam space
Kathy Gross 

There is a quaint little cluster of shops 
in Cleveland Heights on Fairmount 
Boulevard, between South Taylor and 
Queenston roads. One of them, Sun-
beam–A Shop for Children, has been 
offering clothes and gifts for children in 
the Heights at this location for nearly 17 
years, and in the community since 1915.
 Earlier this year, Vocational Guid-
ance Services (VGS) Sunbeam Board, 
the nonprofit organization that ran the 
shop, decided it was no longer within 
its mission to run a retail shop and an-
nounced it was closing Sunbeam. The 
board is redirecting its awareness-build-
ing and fundraising efforts to special 
events and activities, such as Fiesta on 
55th and its holiday boutique. Members 
of the Sunbeam’s board of directors will 
continue to provide support to VGS, 
but without the shop.
 Fortunately, longtime manager Janet 
Nelson decided to purchase the store 
and carry on its tradition. “It was a bit 
scary,” she said, “but I have 30 years of 
experience and many loyal customers.”
 Nelson will reopen the store in 
April with a new name, Pinwheel Kids, 
and said she couldn’t be more excited 
about her new endeavor. “This place is 
my home away from home,” she said. “I 
love it here in the Heights.”
 The Sunbeam board originally 
opened the store to sell clothing made 
by those enrolled in its programs—peo-
ple with mental or physical disabilities, 
economic disadvantages and people who 
have been incarcerated— to the public. 
By the 1980s, the shop’s merchandise no 
longer focused on items sourced from 
VGS programs. It had evolved into a 

contemporary collection of high-quality 
baby and children’s clothing, and toys 
with a bright, old-fashioned feel. One 
could browse through racks of frilly 
dresses and handmade sweaters, porce-
lain tea sets, beguiling stuffed animals 
and wooden toys that had the look and 
feel of something timeless that could be 
passed down through generations.
 Nelson is renovating the storefront 

and fixtures and rejuvenating the mer-
chandise in preparation for an April 1 
opening. She will start with an assort-
ment of baby gifts and will add apparel 
and toys in the following weeks. The 
new store will take up a little less space 
so that Jubilee! Gifts in the Heights, 
which had subleased a portion of the 
Sunbeam space and is owned by Heights 
resident Carolyn Batcheller, can expand 
into an entire storefront.
 Other changes are afoot for the 
Fairmount Taylor district. A couple of 
doors down, Paul Hamlin Interiors will 
reduce its footprint to a single store-
front to make way for duoHOME, a 
home furnishings and accessories store, 

which will also open this spring.
 Pinwheel Kids does not yet have its 
own website, but Nelson invites custom-
ers to “Like” Pinwheel on Facebook. “As 
a special opening promotion, I’m going 
to select at random one person who likes 
my page on Facebook to come sit with 
me at this year’s Parade the Circle,” she 
said. “Every year, I arrive early and stake 
out a good seat. The lucky winner and 
his or her family will be able to join me 
on my blanket and enjoy what I think 
is one of the best family-friendly events 
around.”

Kathy Gross is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights.

Pinwheel Kids

216-397-3929

3469 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights

Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Janet Nelson is the owner of Pinwheel kids, set to open april 1 on Fairmount Blvd.
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classiFieD aDs

Edwards Painting & 
Home Services 

Interior	  /	  Exterior	  
Painting	  Repairs	  
Window	  Repair	  

Deck	  Preserving	  &	  Restoration	  
Power	  Washing	  

Housing	  Violations	  

216-780-2455 
roberte1964@att.net 

Member	  of	  the	  community	  
for	  more	  than	  40	  years	  

 

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Luxury Service 
Your Personal Chauffer 

Airport, Bus or Train Station 
Below Taxi Cab Prices 

Hopkins $45; Akron/Canton $70

We Take You Here, 
We Take You There,  
On Time Every Time. 

AA TRAVELERS
AIRPORT TRANSPORT

GENE WHITE 
 

216.357.9758 

Jon Forman’s theatrical journey
James Henke 

Back in 1977, Jon Forman, a recent gradu-
ate of Case Western Reserve University, 
purchased the Cedar Lee Theatre in 
Cleveland Heights. Forman, then 24 
years old, had majored in speech commu-
nications at Case and had taken classes 
in journalism, radio and film. Louis 
Giannetti, author of a textbook called 
Understanding Movies, had been one of his 
teachers. It was what Forman had learned 
in Giannetti’s classes that inspired him to 
enter the theater business and organize 
the first Cleveland International Film 
Festival, which was held at the Cedar Lee 
in the festival’s early years.
 Forman had a specific idea in mind 
when he took over the Cedar Lee. “I 
wanted to make it a home for special-
ized films, which were called art films 
back then,” he said. One of the first 
movies he presented at the Cedar Lee 
was “Madame Rosa,” a French film that 
was an adaptation of the novel The Life 
Before Us. The film won the Oscar for 
Best Foreign Language Film. As it turned 
out, Forman’s plan succeeded, and, as he 
said, “It instantly put the Cedar Lee back 
on the map.”
 Since then, Forman’s company, 
Cleveland Cinemas, has expanded to 
become the region’s largest indepen-
dent theater chain. It now operates 
seven theaters: Cedar Lee, Shaker Square 
Cinemas, Tower City Cinemas, Chagrin 
Cinemas, Capitol Theatre on Cleveland’s 
west side, Apollo Theatre in Oberlin and 
the Southside Works Cinema in Pitts-
burgh.
 The Cedar Lee, which originally 
opened on Christmas Day in 1925, re-
mains one of the chain’s most successful 
venues. Back when Forman bought it, 
the theater had one screen. In 1983, he 
expanded the space to two screens, and 
in 1993, it grew again. It now boasts six 
screens. “You don’t see single-screen the-
aters anywhere in this country anymore,” 
Forman said. “With multiplexing, if half 
of the screens have films people want to 
see, you can carry the business.”
 Like many other arts-related busi-
nesses, movie theaters are going through 
tough times as a result of technological 
advances, such as VCRs, DVD players, 
and the like. “People can now stream 
movies to their computers or their TVs,” 
Forman said. “And then there’s Netflix. 
Quite simply, people don’t go to theaters 
as often as they used to go.”
 To fight that trend, Forman has 
brought a lot of specialized program-
ming to the Cedar Lee. One change was 
to create late-night screenings. “That’s 
one way we can attract the 20-something 

demographic,” he said. “The younger 
demographic just doesn’t go to movies 
the way their parents did.” For the past 
25 years, the Cedar Lee has been present-
ing midnight screenings of “The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show,” which take place 
on the first Saturday of the month. The 
theater also shows other films at mid-
night on Saturdays.
 In addition to the midnight screen-
ings, Forman has been presenting other 

types of specialty films. Every month the 
Cedar Lee shows specially filmed ballet 
performances. The films are record-
ings of live ballet performances from 
around the globe, usually presented in 
high definition, and not shown in many 
other theaters. For example, on April 21 
and 24, the theater is showing “Bodas de 
Sangre/Suite Flamenca,” a Spanish ballet 
based on a play by Federico Garcia Lorca. 
Also in April, the theater is presenting a 
special series of films called Laff Riot, 
eight movies that were featured on the 
American Film Institute’s list of the 100 
Funniest American Films. They include 
such classics as “Annie Hall,” “Some Like 
It Hot,” “Tootsie” and “Fargo.” Admis-
sion is only five dollars for these movies.
 Forman has also been presenting 
music films. Recent presentations have 
included “Peter Gabriel: New Blood Live 
in London,” in 3D and “Led Zeppelin’s 
Celebration Day.” The Gabriel movie 
was filmed at a March 2011 concert; the 
Zeppelin movie was filmed at the band’s 

appearance at the Ahmet Ertegun tribute 
concert in London in December 2007. 
The larger theater chains are not showing 
these films, or movies like them.
 Although the Cleveland Interna-
tional Film Festival no longer takes place 
at the Cedar Lee—it has moved to For-
man’s Tower City Cinemas—the theater 
still presents one of the festival’s movies  
each year. This year it will be showing 
“Good Ol’ Freda,” a film about Freda 
Kelly, the woman who worked as a sec-
retary for the Beatles during the band’s 
11-year career.
 Overall, Forman’s primary goal is to 
keep people coming to movie theaters. 
“There is something different about 
seeing a movie on a big screen with an 
audience,” he said. “Quite simply, it’s a 
different experience.”

James Henke, resident of Cleveland Heights, 
was a writer and editor for Rolling Stone 
magazine for many years and author of sev-
eral books.

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 
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“Quite simply, it’s a 

different experience.”

cleveland cinemas owner Jon Forman founded the cleveland international Film Festival at the cedar lee theatre 37 years ago.
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coMMuNitY NeWsclassiFieD aDs

Don’t throw it away! 
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Mending!!! Alterations!!! 
Bridal and custom consultations 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
 

New Address: 14055 Cedar Rd. #318 
(same hours; same phone number) 

 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE  
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND 

$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage 

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE 

PROPERTY  
INSURANCE 
Home * Condo  

Fire, Dwelling, Rental 

(216) 691-9227 
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 

2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121  
www.ohioinsurancequote.net 

COMMERCIAL  
INSURANCE 

Auto * General Liability 
Business Owners 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE INC. 
 

Certified Arborist 
 

Serving the Heights  
for 35 years 

  

216-932-3244 
alexstreeserviceinc@gmail.com 

 
Ask about options for saving your ash trees 

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING 
SKUNKS 
RACOONS 
OPOSSUMS 
GROUNDHOGS 

SNAPPING TURTLES 
SQUIRRELS  

And Many Others 
We Also Pick Up  

Dead Animals 

INSURED 
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T 

CALL STUART 
216-789-0036 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,  
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,  

General Motors and Honda 

TOP-SELLING HEIGHTS REALTORS 

MIKE & EILEEN 
McKEON             

 

216/233-6726                 

eileenmckeon@howardhanna.com     
TheMcKeonGroup.com                        

SHOP LOCAL—HIRE A HEIGHTS AGENT  

Buyers          Sellers         Investors 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Kitchen Appls., 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
 

$550 - $700 
 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Neil Tierney (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 5/31/13 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

FINLEY LANDSCAPING 
SERVICE 

 
  

Spring Clean Up 
Property Maintenance 

Renovation * Installation *Aerating 
 

 Fully insured Free estimates  
 

In the Heights since 1988  

216-486-6125
finleylandscaping@sbcglobal.net

 

NEAT & TRIM 
 PAINTING 

Interior and Exterior Painting 
Wallpaper Removal 
Plaster Repair 
Power-Washing 
Deck restoration and Staining 

20+ Years Experience ♦ References and Insurance 
  

JOHN ALLISON 

216-324-2199 
neatandtrimpainting@yahoo.com 

Drapery  & Blind  
Cleaning In Your Home
 All kinds of treatments and blinds 
 Lamp shades, oriental carpets, much more 
 Upholstery cleaning 
 Window treatments measured and      

installed 

No shrinkage or damage - Guaranteed!
 

Convenient, Easy, Affordable 
 

Call (216) 291-4733 
Custom Installations & Cleaning

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

WILL LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES 
(formerly Utilities Supply) 

Double Shredded Mulch   
Black Mulch * Red Mulch * Straw 

Topsoil  * Sweetpeet * Grass Seed 
Fertilzer * 50# Bag Organic Peat 

50# Bag Composted Manure 
Delivery Available 

216-381-1414 
641 South Green Road, South Euclid 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

CONCENTRATION 
COORDINATION 

CONFIDENCE 

 

 

SEWING HELPS BUILD: 
 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

 

Children’s/Teen’s Classes Forming 
Experienced instructor 

 

 
 
 

 

Just Frames & Art 
2171 S. Green Rd. 

University Hts, OH  44121 
216.691.4500 

 

Specializing in the 
Finest Custom Framing of Fine Art 

 Oil Paintings, Watercolors, 
Prints, Posters, Photography,  

Needlepoint & Mirrors of all types 

M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m. & Sat. 8:45 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m.  
(Childcare Available) 

South Euclid Methodist Church 

Try a class FREE 
Then, register that day 
for discounted pricing. 
(First time customers) 

 Mary Beth  
 

(440) 542-0246 
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Rainforest 
Car Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

RainforestCar Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

Rainforest
 Car Wash

Our express wash is a great 
low cost alternative to just get 
your car cleaned up and back 
on the road. Featuring de-ionized 
water and a spot free rinse. Plus a 
special hand applied bug cleaner.

The Ultimate Wash is just that. 
Including several upgrades 

over the Express Wash including 
the pressure washing prep station, 

triple foam polish, wheel & tire 
scrubbing and a RainX treatment.

Enjoy the convenience of a monthly membership with 
our Ultimate Unlimited Package. Just drive up 
and we’ll scan your vehicles barcode. No 
need to hassle with paying for each wash. 
Includes a free Motorcars Extra Value 

Book, a $25 value.

You can receive the same savings of a monthly 
plan without the commitment. Each of the 

5 car wash vouchers can be used 
independently. Treat someone in your 

life to a great gift, or simply wash 
your other vehicle as well.

Monthly Unlimited Ultimate 
Wash Pass - $30

Express Wash - $9 Ultimate Wash - $15

Pre-paid Ultimate 
Wash Book - $40

Mac’s Backs thriving on coventry
James Henke 

In this era when bookstores, like record 
stores before them, seem to be a dy-
ing breed, Mac’s Backs is bucking the 
trend. According to co-owner Suzanne 
DeGaetano, business at the Coventry 
Road shop is “just fine.”
 DeGaetano said that the closing 
of the Borders chain and other large 
stores in the area has helped. “We have 
definitely had a spike in our business.” 
Despite the pressure from Amazon.com 
and other online sources, “people still 
want to browse. They want to be able to 
stay in a store for 10 minutes and look 
at the books. It’s a cultural experience.”
 Mac’s Backs does a variety of things 
to keep business strong, including build-
ing a larger online presence with its web-
site, www.macsbacks.com. It is also selling 
more e-books and doing more off-site 
special events. On June 1, the store will 
sell books at the Cleveland Veg Fest at 
the Cleveland State University Student 
Center and at Case Western Reserve 
University’s (CWRU) writers conference.
 Mac’s Backs dates to 1978, when Jim 
McSherry bought a used-book store in 
Chagrin Falls. When he started studying 
at Kent State University, he moved the 
store to Kent, then he moved it back to 
Chagrin a year later. In 1982, McSherry 
decided he wanted to open another store, 
and his friend DeGaetano volunteered to 
open one in Cleveland Heights, where 
she lived. The original location was above 
the Dobama Theatre on Coventry Road. 
In 1984, it moved to the north end of 

Coventry, then moved again in 1993 to 
its current location at 1820 Coventry, 
next to Tommy’s restaurant. The store in 
Chagrin Falls is no more, but McSherry, 
now a lawyer, is still DeGaetano’s busi-
ness partner.
 Mac’s Backs first opened as a 
used-book store and book exchange. 
Eventually, DeGaetano began bringing 
in new books, starting with some of her 
favorites, by Beat authors Jack Kerouac 
and Allen Ginsberg. She added more 
science fiction books, which remain a 
customer favorite. In fact, the entire 
upper balcony of the store is devoted to 
science fiction. “The store reflects the 
community,” she explained.

 More recently, DeGaetano has fo-
cused on bringing in current best-sellers 
and more books by local writers. “Part 
of our job is to promote the work of 
our neighbors,” she said. The store fre-
quently presents readings and signings 
by local authors, and features regular 
events, including a story swap on the 
first Tuesday of every month. Mac’s has 
had a book club for more than 15 years. 
The adult club meets at the store on 
the third Wednesday of every month. 
On the second Saturday of each month, 
a book club on fiction, fantasy and 
adventure is offered for middle-school-
aged girls. There’s also a Nature Writers’ 
Workshop on the second Friday of each 

month, and, on the second Wednesday 
of the month, a poetry reading. The 
poetry sessions have been going on for 
almost 30 years, making it the longest-
running reading series in the country.
 This month, Mac’s Backs is offering 
several events: On April 3, at 7 p.m., 
Samuel Thomas, the author of Midwife’s 
Tale, discusses the mystery genre with 
CWRU professor Mary Grimm at the 
Coventry Village Library (a collabora-
tion between Mac’s Backs, Appletree 
Books and the library). The following 
night, Robert Diemer, author of Widow’s 
Son, will appear at the store. Then, on 
April 10, at 7 p.m., Lee Chilcote and 
Brad Ricca offer a poetry reading. 
On April 13, at 1 p.m., there will be a 
blues-guitar songwriting workshop for 
children, in association with Roots of 
American Music. On April 27, at 7 p.m., 
the store will host a reading by writers 
from the Small Victories literary journal.
 Next door to Mac’s Backs, at 
Tommy’s restaurant, on April 24, 9:30–
10:30 a.m., there will be a book launch 
for Cleveland Heights author Tricia 
Springstubb’s new picture book, Phoebe 
and Digger. The event (with bagels and 
coffee donated by Tommy’s) is also a 
fundraiser for Family Connections. 
 “Events are a big part of our iden-
tity,” DeGaetano said. “It’s what we love 
to do, and it’s a way to be part of the 
community.”

James Henke lives in Cleveland Heights. 
He was a writer and editor for Rolling 
Stone magazine for about 15 years, and he 
is the author of numerous books, including 
biohgraphies of John Lennon, Bob Marley 
and Jim Morrison. 

suzanne Degaetano, co-owner of Mac’s Backs.
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