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Deer on the increase, with control left to homeowners for now

CH cancels Coventry Family Arts Day
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The City of Cleveland Heights canceled 
the Coventry Family Arts Day that had 
been scheduled for Sunday, July 21. The 
city made the decision on  July 18, three 
days before the event, citing social me-
dia threats to disrupt it.
 In a press release, the city stated, 
“After police monitoring of social media 
regarding messages about the event and 
also, being aware of the incidents last 
weekend at the St. Gregory the Great 
Festival, the city has determined that 
this is the appropriate and responsible 

CH-UH school district  
undergoes leadership 
changes in 2013

thing to be done.” 
 Mayor Edward Kelley said that he 
made the decision together with the 
police chief and Susanna Niermann 
O’Neil, acting city manager and safety 
director.
 Kelley said he has heard from sev-
eral residents and business owners who 
are supportive of the city’s decision. “I 
know we made the right call,” said Kel-
ley, “and if I had to do it again I’d make 
the same call 100 times out of 100. Sure, 
there are some people who will second 
guess it, but I sleep well at night. It 
would only take one bad incident at an 

event like this to potentially bring the 
whole district down. I’m never going 
to compromise the safety of our com-

CH-UH calls back 29 
teachers let go in April
Camille Davis

In April the Cleveland Heights-Univer-
sity Heights Board of Education voted 
unanimously to cut 7 percent of the 
district’s teaching staff—42 teachers.
 In accordance with state law, the 
board notified the teachers prior to 
April 30 that their positions would “not 
be available” next year. At the time, 
the district noted that, depending on 
enrollment, some teachers could be 
rehired to their previous positions or 
other positions for which they qualify. 
After April 30, the district can recall, 
but cannot reduce, teaching staff.
 Angee Shaker, director of commu-
nications and community engagement 
for the district, said it is too soon to 
tell what enrollment looks like for the 
upcoming school year.
 “Even though we are still down by 
20 teaching positions, we were able to 

call back 29 of the 35 [eligible] teachers 
due to retirements or teachers leaving 
for other reasons,” said Shaker. [See the 
list of recalled teachers at www.heights-
observer.org.]
 Some teachers have been rehired 
to their original positions or qualified 
for different positions in the district. 
Other teachers have retired or moved. 
Seven teachers that were part of the 
April reduction in force had no recall 
rights, narrowing the number of teach-
ers eligible to be rehired from 42 to 35.
 In a subsequent May 21 vote, the 
board eliminated 24 support staff and 10 
administrative positions, among them 
elementary media specialist (librarian) 
positions.
 According to Ari Klein, Cleveland 
Heights Teachers Union president, non-
teaching positions were cut in order to 
keep classroom sizes manageable.

continued on page 9
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Camille Davis

Deer wandering around residential 
neighborhoods is an increasingly com-
mon sight in the Heights as the deer 
population grows.
 Though the City of Cleveland 
Heights does not track its deer popu-
lation, Mayor Edward Kelley said he 
believes there has been an increase in 
the number of deer inside city limits.
 Gwen Fenty, a South Taylor Road 
resident, raised the issue at Cleveland 
Heights City Council’s July 1 meeting. 
“I’m really truly afraid to work in my 
backyard,” said Fenty, “because I don’t 
know what I would do if I came face-
to-face with a deer.”
 Representatives from several cit-
ies on Cleveland’s East Side, including 
Cleveland Heights, University Heights, 
Shaker Heights, Beachwood, Pepper 
Pike, South Euclid and Lyndhurst, have 
met twice to brainstorm practical solu-
tions for dealing with the deer.
 University Heights Mayor Susan 
Infeld, who attended the first meeting, 

said, “The rationale behind approaching 
deer management regionally is because 
the deer move about freely and do not 
recognize community boundaries.”
 According to Susanna Niermann 
O’Neil, Cleveland Heights’s acting city 
manager, attendees discussed possible 
ways to control deer population and 
migration, including shock fencing, 
deer repellant sprays and culling—the 
sharp-shooting of deer by trained law 
enforcement professionals.
 “It was the general agreement that 

culling was not wanted,” said O’Neil, 
who attended a recent meeting. “It was 
felt at this point that nonconfronta-
tional methods are preferred.”
 “There was a consensus to continue 
monitoring the deer population in the 
communities,” said Infeld, “but no con-
sensus on culling the population.”
 Infeld said that the city has received 
sporadic notification of deer in yards, 
but has no plans yet to hold commu-
nity meetings on the topic. “To date,” 

Previous Coventry Village festivals had attracted 
large crowds from the Heights and surrounding 
communities. 

Three deer enjoy a snack in a homeowner’s front yard near Cedar Road.

continued on page 5
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simone Jasper

In the past four months, the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights City 
School District has undergone sig-
nificant leadership changes. In June, 
both the superintendent and assistant 
superintendent resigned. Since April, 
four principals have stepped down and 
six new principals have been named 
to fill those vacated positions, as well 
as two positions that had been filled 
by interim principals for much of the 
2012–13 school year.
 Angee Shaker, CH-UH director of 
communications, said on July 30 that 
one additional principal change is still 
to come. Fred Thomas, who has been 
assistant principal of Wiley Middle 
School for seven years, is expected to 
be named the school’s next principal 
when the board of education (BOE) 
meets on Aug. 6. The current principal, 
Octavia Reid, will become coordinator 
of educational services at the district’s 
central office.
 In sum, the new principals are two 
of the principals from Heights High’s 
small schools, two (of three) middle 
school principals, and three (of seven) 
elementary school principals.
 These changes come at the same 
time the district is moving forward in 
its efforts to pass a $134.8 million school 
facilities capital improvements levy this 
November.
 A new parent to the school district, 
Patti Carlyle of University Heights said 
that she is “uncertain” about the reason-
ing behind the superintendent transi-
tion. She also expressed concerns about 
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HEIGHTS OBSERVER
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Municipal elections are coming up 
this November. This is the third 
local election cycle that the Heights 
Observer has been through since its 
inception, and it’s an important one. 
Cleveland Heights residents will vote 
for five of seven members of city 
council this year. University Heights 
residents will vote for mayor and 
four of seven members of council. 
Residents of both cities will vote for 
three of five members of the CH-UH 
Board of Education. In addition, a 
school facilities bond issue, the first 
since the 1970s, will be on Novem-
ber’s ballot.
 As a hyper-local publication with 
a goal of providing information to 
Heights residents in order to build a 
better community, municipal elections 
are very important to us. 
 Many civic-minded people and 
groups are seeking opportunities to 
express their opinions about candi-
dates and issues. The Observer, in its 
role as a forum for sharing information 
about the community, welcomes the 
opportunity to publish these diverse 
opinions.
 Contributors may include the 

The Observer welcomes opinions about candidates and issues

opENINg 
THe ObSeRVeR

candidates themselves; however, 
because we have limited space in 
our print publication (each page of 
the newspaper costs money to print, 
and the number of pages we print is 
based on the advertising revenue in 
that issue) we must limit candidate 
submissions in the print edition be-
tween August and November to paid 
advertisements.
 Online—where we have no space 
limitations—candidates can submit 
articles, blogs and opinion pieces. All 
candidates are invited and encouraged 
to make submissions at the Heights Ob-
server website (www.heightsobserver.org) 
and the Heights Observer blogs (www.
blogs.heightsobserver.org/). This ensures 
that everyone is treated equally.
 In the print issue, we welcome 
comments and contributions of non-
candidates right up until the election. 
In partnership with the nonpartisan 
League of Women Voters, we will 
provide detailed information about 
the candidates in a Voters’ Guide 
in the October print issue. We will 
also partner with the league to host 
a Candidates Forum on Oct. 8 at 
the Cleveland Heights Community 
Center.
 One point that bears emphasis is 
that we will not endorse candidates. 
The Heights Observer is published by 
FutureHeights, a community-building 
organization with 501(c)3 status, which 
means that the IRS recognizes it as 

not-for-profit/tax-exempt. As such, 
neither FutureHeights nor the Ob-
server is permitted to endorse any 
individuals running for public office.
 FutureHeights is permitted, 
however, to advocate for a “yes” or 
“no” vote on a particular issue or 
ballot initiative. 
 FutureHeights has been in-
volved in one of the ballot issues 
that will be before the community 
this fall: I am the executive director 
of FutureHeights, and I served on 
the Lay Facilities Committee, which 
recommended the school facilities 
plan that the facilities bond issue 
would fund. FutureHeights has not 
yet determined whether it will ad-
vocate on behalf of this issue.
 If FutureHeights decides to 
advocate for this or any other issue, 
the opinion will be clearly marked as 
such.
 The Heights Observer itself will 
not take a position but will welcome 
all opinions. Remember that opin-
ions you may read in this newspaper 
or on its websites reflect the views 
of the individual authors, not the 
newspaper.
 We encourage you to educate 
yourself about the candidates and is-
sues, and then vote on Nov. 5.
 
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.orgHeights Observer 2013 local 

elections candidate policy
With the November election ap-
proaching, the Heights Observer is 
publishing its policy for contribu-
tions by candidates for local office.
 As a community newspaper 
staffed by volunteers and committed 
to equal access for everyone, the Ob-
server is unique among publications 
in providing opportunity for any 
member of the Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights communities 
to raise and discuss issues of local 
interest.
 At election time, however, this 
commitment creates a challenge in 
managing the finite space that is 
available for community members 
who are running for public office.
 The policy, approved by the Fu-
tureHeights Board of Directors, is 
designed to address that challenge. 
It states the following:

Behind the scenes with ‘Bos-
ton Marriage’ at Ensemble this 
week
I had the great fortune to visit with 
Director Christine McBurney yesterday 
to get a sneak peak at Mamaí Theatre 
Company‘s second production of their 
inaugural season of which is “Boston 
Marriage.” Written by David Mamet 
this is the Cleveland premiere.  It opens 
this Thursday, July 18th and runs to 
August 4th.
 The Mamaí Theatre Company 
was co-founded by four exceptionally 
talented women: Bernadette Clemens, 
Wendy Kriss, Christine McBurney 
and Derdriu Ring.  The company is in 
residence at the Ensemble Theatre in 
Cleveland Heights (at the old Coventry 
School Building).

—Tiffany Laufer

The Summer Swing: The rewards 
of interning small
This summer, I have another op-
portunity to intern at the Heights 
Observer, a community-based news-
paper that serves two Cleveland, 
Ohio, suburbs. I first interned at 
the newspaper for my high school 
senior project, and I returned this 
summer because the experience was 
so worthwhile.
 The Heights Observer is published 

by FutureHeights, a nonprofit that 
seeks to improve the cities of Cleve-
land Heights and University Heights 
by encouraging people to shop lo-
cally and become engaged in their 
communities. The Heights Observer, 
which is printed monthly, covers only 
local news and takes submissions 
from community members.

—Simone Jasper

Invisible commitments and “You 
didn’t give us a chance to vote 
because you knew we would say 
‘No’”
A few hours every weekend my 
friends and I stand on Mayfield 
Road in front of  the South Euclid-
Lyndhurst Public Library holding up 
signs protesting the possible sale of 
the Library.
 People walking by talk with us 
and sometimes ask us, as we ask our-
selves, does our demonstrating really 
do any good? Are we wasting our time 
and inhaling all that exhaust for noth-
ing?
 The South Euclid-Lyndhurst Public 
Library has been in the Telling Mansion 
for 60 years. Telling Mansion is on the 
National Register of Historic Places and 
is an Ohio Landmark.

—Fran Mentch

•  The August-November issues of the 
printed publication will not carry 
any editorial contributions from 
known candidates for office.

•  During this pre-election period, 
Observer contributors who are not 
running for office will produce any 
coverage of election issues.

•  During this pre-election period, all 
candidate contributions of news 
or opinion will continue to be ac-
cepted for publication online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.

•  Candidates seeking to place infor-
mation in the August–November 
printed editions of the Observer 
may do so through advertising 
space purchased from the Ob-
server.

 The Heights Observer and its par-
ent organization, FutureHeights, do 
not endorse candidates.
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Custom floral 
design for 
over 60 
years!

lowervill F (216) 932-7550 e

Hours M-F  9am-5:30pm • SAT 9am-1pm  
2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 
e-mail: flowerville216@aol.com  • www.flowerville.net 

24 hr. secure online ordering 
www.flowerville.net 

Michael Day 

Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

Join Us for sUmmer sUnday Worship

Weekly
7:45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist

9 a.m.  Communion on the Lawn 

10:15 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist (1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays) 

Morning Prayer (2nd, 4th Sundays)

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
        2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights

(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

August 25: 
Special bluegrass worship at 9 a.m.
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Provided by the Funny Times, a Cleveland Heights-based business.

CH ordinance banned pesticides on public property

Laurel Hopwood 

The year 1995 was memorable for the 
City of Cleveland Heights. A first-of-
its-kind ordinance was passed, which 
prohibited the use of cosmetic pesti-
cides and herbicides on public grounds, 
including parks, schools, libraries and 
day care centers. Here’s the story.
 I have an inquisitive mind. In the 
1990s, I read news stories about how 
exposure to lawn chemicals can increase 
a person’s risk of acquiring cancer. As 
a health care professional, I wanted to 
know more, so I spent days in the stacks 
at the downtown library, dusting off jour-
nals. I was shocked to learn how many 
studies linked pesticide exposure to vari-
ous other illnesses, such as Parkinson’s, 
attention deficit disorder, and learning 
disabilities. One study in particular raised 
the red flag. Rats [exposed to pesticides] 
became fearful and frustrated. One could 
ponder the implication of behavioral 
changes and diminished learning capac-
ity to society.
 I was confused as I kept hearing that 
lawn chemicals were safe. I attended a 
conference in Washington, D.C., where 
I became aware that it’s illegal for a 
pesticide applicator to claim pesticides 
are safe. I did my own survey: Out of 
20 phone calls, 19 lawn care companies 
assured me these chemicals were safe. 
I was upset that customers were given 
misleading information.
 I’m not one to vacillate and com-
plain. I needed to make a change in 
order to protect Cleveland Heights 
families, especially children. I spoke to 
many residents, of various backgrounds. 
All agreed. We could take the path of 
least resistance and do nothing or we 
could take action to minimize our chil-
dren’s risks in a risky world.
 I presented the Cleveland Heights 
City Council with a request to pass an or-
dinance prohibiting the use of pesticides 
on public grounds. Here’s an excerpt 
from my testimony:  “Some of us have 
read Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring, 
where we learned that pesticides were 
killing birds. We’ve seen ads, showing 
Astroturf lawns and pesticide applicators 
pulling out their hoses. Perhaps people 
were afraid their property values would 
drop if their grass had weeds. Perhaps 
people don’t realize the value of dande-
lions, which are highly nutritious.”
 I posed a question: How could it 
be that children can roll around in lawn 
chemicals hours after an application of 
the widely used weed killer 2-4 D, yet 

cows have to stay off treated grass for 
seven days?  A company inadvertently 
sent me a copy of the inert ingredients, 
which carry the active ingredient. In-
cluded in the listing was naphthalene 
and xylene. According to OSHA (Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration), these poisons are “very toxic.” 
There is no testing on repeated cumula-
tive exposures or the synergistic effect 
of how these chemicals react together.
 The National Academy of Science 
revealed that children are the most 
susceptible to problems from exposure. 
This starts in utero. Children’s body sys-
tems are developing and children have 
immature detoxification systems. This 
scientific fact struck me as profound: 
Children have windows of vulnerability 
where even a one-time exposure can 
cause irreversible cellular damage, but 
symptoms may not emerge until years 
later, when it’s impossible to connect 
cause and effect.
 According to the Institute of Medi-
cine, doctors receive little or no training 
about the effects of pesticide exposure. 
Flu-like symptoms, rashes and asthma 
symptoms from exposure tend to get 
misdiagnosed.
 The National PTA has endorsed re-
ducing children’s exposure to pesticides. 
The American Cancer Society published 
a pamphlet titled “Warning: Pesticides 
may be hazardous to your health.”  Wa-
ter departments have been advising cus-
tomers not to use lawn care pesticides 
because these chemicals can end up in 
our drinking water. Lawn chemicals 
attach to dust particles and enter open 
windows during warm weather, settling 
on carpeting.
  This ordinance not only protects 
children, but also our food supply. We 
are currently losing honeybees, a major 
pollinator for nearly 100 fruits and 
vegetables. It is prudent to encourage 
proliferation of flowering plants, such 
as clover, that encourage pollination.
 Ordinance number 131-1995 PSH 
passed by a groundswell of caring Cleve-
land Heights residents. It has been a 
model for the passage of a similar ordi-
nance in Cuyahoga County and others 
throughout the United States. We, here 
in Cleveland Heights, can celebrate for 
taking action to protect those most 
precious to us—our children.

Laurel Hopwood volunteers with the North-
east Ohio chapter of the Sierra Club and 
chairs its committee on human health and 
the environment.

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198
Burton,Ohio
44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

Observer advertising is good for your 
business and good for your community
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Opening reception
Thu Aug 29, 6–9pm
Through Oct 12

11141 East Boulevard
Cleveland OH 44106
cia.edu/exhibitions

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

Brent Kee Young Learn One Thing Well Flameworked borosilicate glass

2013 Faculty
Exhibition

sweet and frosted.

SUN, AUG 11, 12-5P

Design & Sign
CUPCAKE DECORATING &
BOOK SIGNING AT LUNA
Decorate your own cupcake 
for only $2! Luna's expert 
cake designers will help you 
frost your own edible master-
piece.  Chef/owner, Bridget 
Thibeault, will also be signing 
her new book.

THURS, AUG 15, 6-8P

Wine & Sign
CUPCAKES, WINE & CHEESE

BOOK SIGNING AT LUNA
Enjoy Ohio artisan cheese from
 FarmShare, sip wine and treat
 yourself to a Luna  cupcake!
  Purchase Bridget’s new book
  and she’ll be there to sign it
   & chat about 
    all things

Purchase your copy for signing at Appletree Books or Luna Bakery Cafe. 

2482 Fairmount Blvd • Cleve Hts, OH 44106 • 216.231.8585 • lunabakerycafe.com

TWO  EXCITING EVENTS TO CELEBRATE BRIDGET  THIBEAULT’S 
NEW BOOK “CUPCAKE DECORATING LAB”

susie Kaeser 

John Lewis is my hero.  
 His unwavering belief in the dig-
nity of every human being has driven 
his life—a life focused on making our 
democracy more authentic, more inclu-
sive. As a longtime civil rights activist, 
and a 27-year veteran of Congress, he 
exemplifies moral certainty and perse-
verance. At times he has put his life on 
the line to dismantle a violent, racist 
culture and to confront a frequently 
complicit government, in order to 
guarantee all citizens full citizenship, 
including full access to the vote.  
 For Lewis, civil rights is about all 
of us. In his 1998 memoir, he recalled 
screening white college students 
volunteering to participate in Free-
dom Summer in Mississippi in 1964. 
He reminded them: “Don’t come to 
Mississippi this summer to save the 
Mississippi Negro. Only come if you 
understand, really understand, that his 
freedom and yours are one.” 
 On June 25 the Supreme Court 
ruled Section 4 of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 unconstitutional. In doing 
so, the Court ended the requirement 
that states with a history of discrimi-
nation gain federal approval before 
making any changes in the way they 
hold elections. It was a powerful pro-
vision, putting the burden on election 
officials, instead of on the electorate.
 I happened to be watching late 
night news as congressional advocates 
of voting rights spoke out against the 
decision. I frequently tune out disap-
pointing news but it was impossible to 
ignore the final speaker, John Lewis.
 “The Supreme Court has struck a 
dagger in the heart of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. Voting rights had been given 
and taken away. It took 100 years—from 
1865 to 1965—to get them back,” he told 
the audience. “We don’t want to go back. 
We want to go forward.”
 That dagger also struck the heart 
of John Lewis. He was mournful yet 
defiant. He called for all of us to mo-
bilize Congress to repair the damage 
caused by the Court.
 Lewis knows better than anyone 
what it took to get back the voting 
rights given to blacks following the 
Civil War. Recent battles to constrict 

We don’t want to go back

thE commoN 
gooD

the vote are evidence that the right to 
vote is not secure.   
 More than 50 years ago, a relent-
less strategy of nonviolent maneu-
vering challenged a democracy that 
tolerated the racism and violence used 
to enforce segregation, second-class 
citizenship and exclusion from the 
vote. As a leader of this movement, 
Lewis was part of the reason that the 
Voting Rights Act passed.
 Lewis grew up the child of share-
croppers in rural Alabama. When he 
went to seminary in Nashville in 1957, 
he met James Lawson, a proponent 
of nonviolence. Lawson’s influence 
changed the course of Lewis’s life. As an 
early member of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Council, Lewis became 
part of the youth vanguard that chal-
lenged the older generation’s gradualist 
approach to change. He expressed his 
beliefs and commitment through non-
violent action, joining a movement to 
expose and frustrate those who excluded 
blacks from full participation in society. 
He put himself in danger by challenging 
segregation at lunch-counter protests in 
Nashville, and as a Freedom Rider facing 
down the wrath of Bull Connor. He was 
one of many who shed blood marching 
for voting rights on Bloody Sunday in 
Selma, Ala.  
 Lewis has moral standing gained 
through sustained involvement and 
sometimes-terrifying personal experi-
ences. The sanctity of voting rights is 
deep in his being. When he spoke out 
against the Court’s ruling, the history 
of the struggle and the depth of its 
meaning came forth from him. It was 
personal. The Court’s decision was a 
terrible blow to the ongoing struggle 
for democracy.
 It seems that the Supreme Court 
is out of touch with our national his-
tory of exclusion, with the struggle by 
disenfranchised masses of people to 
claim their rights, and with the reality 
that people with power are willing to 
protect their interests at the expense 
of democracy.
 No one knows better than Lewis 
what the past looked like and felt like, 
and what was involved in the struggle to 
make progress. We must not ignore his 
warning. We cannot go backward. It is 
up to all of us to make sure we don’t.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board 
of Parents for Public Schools.

Cleveland Heights cares about democracy
To the Editor:

Cleveland Heights voters just showed 
they care deeply about democracy. And 
we hope they will have the opportunity 
to show it again in November.
 More than 3,000 people in Cleve-
land Heights showed they cared by 
signing the Move to Amend initiative 
petition. Thanks to them, we passed 
an important milestone in the effort to 
amend the U.S. Constitution to firmly 
establish that individuals, not corpora-
tions, are entitled to constitutional 
rights. More than a symbolic gesture, 
passage of the initiative would instruct 
our U.S. and state representatives to 
take action on this issue.
 On July 15, Move to Amend organiz-
ers learned that out of 3,093 signatures 
submitted to the Cleveland Heights Clerk 
of Council, the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections deemed 2,441 to be valid sig-
natures of registered Cleveland Heights 
voters—an excellent validity rate of 79 
percent. And that proved to be enough.
 The petition drive got within 
sight—but short—of the Cleveland 
Heights City Charter requirement for 
valid signatures from 10 percent of the 
voters (3,390). But it turns out that the 
state requirement takes precedence, 
which is 10 percent of the actual votes 
cast at the most recent general munici-
pal election. That total was 15,464 votes 

in November 2011, so only 1,547 valid 
signatures were actually needed for the 
petition to be acted upon.
 For helping us surpass that re-
quirement, Cleveland Heights Move 
to Amend thanks the 60 petition cir-
culators and the community-minded 
business owners John Zagara of Zagara’s 
Marketplace, who gave us permission to 
petition in the lobby and parking lot of 
his store; and Suzanne DeGaetano of 
Mac’s Backs, who raised awareness with 
a big “thermometer” poster in her store 
window to track our progress and who, 
along with several of her employees, also 
circulated petitions.
 Finally, thanks to the most im-
portant people of all—the voters who 
signed the “Corporations are not peo-
ple, and money is not speech” initiative 
petition.
 Now, we hope that Cleveland 
Heights City Council will vote at its 
Aug. 5 meeting to put our initiative on 
the November 2013 ballot so that all 
voters in Cleveland Heights will have 
a chance to call for a national return 
to the kind of democracy that’s been 
a treasured tradition in Cleveland 
Heights—where the voices of engaged 
citizens are heard and are not drowned 
out by dollars.

Penny Allen
Cleveland Heights Move to Amend

Shopping local keeps more of your money 
circulating in the community
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Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

Perry Auto Center

 Car Sales 
Buy Here Pay Here

0% interest
Warranties available

Body and mechanical 
repairs financed

Interested in seeing the car? 
We will bring it to you.

(440)259-3125

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

JUnE 17, 2013
All council members were present.

2014 budget
Council adopted the 2014 budget on emer-
gency. The report is due to the state by July 
15. This is an estimate of the revenues to be 
received and how they will be applied to the 
city’s various debts.

Grant for new ambulance
Council accepted a grant award of $19,217.21 
from the Bureau of workers’ Compensa-
tion Demonstration Safety Grant to fund the 
power-load system for the new ambulance. The 
grants are being offered to reduce injuries to 
emergency personnel. A representative of the 
manufacturer demonstrated the new power-lift 
system, which raises and lowers the patient by 
using battery power instead of the physical 
strength of the emergency personnel. It also 
has a more effective system for locking the cot 
into the ambulance. Council authorized the 
purchase of the Stryker Cot model 6506 and 
Load System model 6390 for the total cost 
of $39,321.75. The grant will offset a large 
portion of the cost. The cost to the city will be 
$20,130.79.

Patient chair for stairs
The fire chief demonstrated a chair that is being 
used for carrying patients up and down steps. 
A tread grips the stairs and allows emergency 
personnel to roll the chair down the steps. The 
city already owns these chairs and has found 

them extremely helpful and much safer for every-
one involved.

New rubbish truck
Council authorized the purchase of a used 
2000 mack LE613 Rubbish Truck for $50,500 
from Holtz Industries. This will replace the old-
est city truck, which is currently 27 years old. 
The service director wants to continue to use 
the older truck during leaf pickup this fall. He 
would get $4,000 in trade now, but can also 
get $4,000 in scrap for the truck in the next 
couple of years. The new truck will be used for 
recycling pickup.

Youth Opportunities Unlimited
Larry Heiser, finance director, announced that 
teenagers from youth Opportunities Unlimited 
(yOU) will be working around the city for six 
weeks, painting fire hydrants and assisting with 
general maintenance. yOU pays them slightly 
more than minimum wage for this work and pro-
vides clear guidelines to the city on what to expect 
from the teens. The teens also attend a course on 
money management and banking to help them 
manage their pay.

Fuchs Mizrachi
Brian Phan, interim fire chief, reported that training 
has been completed at Fuchs mizrachi and demo-
lition is beginning with asbestos removal.

Fire hydrants
Fire hydrant painting and flushing will be done 
in July.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LwV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

Goodman finishes marathon and helps bomb victims

Diane Rodio

It was meant to be a 50th birthday 
celebration and a chance to prove 
he still had the strength to run long 
distances. University Heights resi-
dent Kevin Goodman entered April’s 
Boston Marathon with the hopes of 
finishing strong, and he didn’t disap-
point himself. He crossed the finish 
line at 3 hours, 3 minutes and 14 sec-
onds. (His finish time when he ran 
the marathon in his 40s was 3 hours, 
11 minutes.)
 “I’m sure all of my runs through 
the Heights and my strengthening 
at Bikram Yoga Cleveland [in Shaker 
Heights] prepared me for that day,” 
Goodman said.
 He was recovering in his hotel room 
when something shook the building. 
“At first I thought it was fireworks,” 
he recalled. “Then I saw black smoke 
coming up over the library building.” 
Goodman called some loved ones to 
find out if they knew what was going 
on, then he went outside of the hotel 

UH resident Kevin goodman beat 
his previous finish time in the bos-
ton Marathon.

and toward the finish line.
 “I saw them setting up for what 
looked like a war-zone triage,” Good-
man said. He was impressed with the 
world-class care the first responders 
and volunteers were giving the vic-
tims. “I talked with doctors who said 
they had never seen something like 
this on such a level, but they rallied 
and they kept the fatality numbers 
low.”
 Goodman, like many marathon run-
ners and bystanders, jumped in to help. 
“What you couldn’t do medically, you 
did in any way you could. You moved 
people to different locations. You of-
fered a comforting thought. You said a 
prayer,” he recalled.
 Goodman received letters from 
the mayor of Boston and the governor 
of Massachusetts thanking him for his 
volunteer efforts on that day. “I’m just 
glad I was there to help,” he said. “I 
believe in the resiliency of the human 
spirit. We’ll get through this and be 
stronger because of it.”
 Back at home, Goodman, manag-

ing direc-
t o r  a n d 
partner of 
Cleveland’s 
Bluebridge 
Networks, 
c o n t i n -
ues to run 
and train 
for future 
marathons, 
including 
next year’s 
race in Boston.
 “I’ll be there,” he said confidently. 
“I’ll be running with an old trackmate, 
Rebecca Harris Lee, now of New 
Jersey. She and I ran at Wiley Junior 
High School 30-some years ago. She 
was hit by a car and has recovered and 
qualified for the 2014 marathon. I told 
her if she got better, I owed it to her 
to run with her.”

Diane Rodio is a writer, editor and public 
relations expert in Cleveland Heights. Blue-
Bridge Networks is one of her clients.

deer continued from page 1
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said Infeld, “when residents contact 
the police department or city hall with 
questions about deer management, we 
share information about plants that at-
tract deer and those that do not.”
 Kelley said it is up to property 
owners to find safe and effective ways 
to protect their yards and families. “It 
is the residents’ job, there are a number 
of things they can do,” Kelley said.
 Some residents believe that effective 
methods of deterring deer are limited.
 “When deer are hungry, the spray 
won’t stop them. You already have to use 
a lot because rain washes the spray away. 
We tried five or six different sprays,” 
said a Fairmount Boulevard resident, 
who has seen an increase in deer coming 
from nearby Shaker Lakes.  
 About a year ago, the resident in-
stalled a two-and-a-half-foot-high shock 
fence to keep deer out of his garden. He 
got the idea from the electric fences 
that farmers use to control cattle. “I 
figured if it could control a 1,200-pound 
animal, it could stop a deer,” he said.
 He needed to do something, he 
said, because a herd of eight deer were 
eating his plants every night. “Last year 
our hostas were down to the ground, 
and we haven’t had day lilies in our yard 
for three years. They decimated our 
garden,” said the resident.
 The impact of the deer was not 
confined to his garden. “I have seen 
two car accidents involving deer in my 
neighborhood. We saw a police officer 
shoot a buck that had been hit. They 
had to put it out of its misery, but it 
really upset my kids,” he said.
 The resident said the fence has 
made a difference, and the deer now 
avoid his family’s yard.
 While the CH Police Department’s 
Animal Protective Unit (216-291-4987) 
will field complaints about domestic ani-
mals, there are no city resources available 
to homeowners for dealing with deer. 
O’Neil said residents should contact 
police for the removal of dead deer.

Camille Davis a senior journalism major at 
Ohio University, is a summer intern for the 
Heights Observer.

216-932-9755

Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462 

LET IT SNOW!  

Mention this discount when scheduling.  
Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per 
system, parts additional. Discount valid dur-
ing normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30).  
Payment must be given to technician at time 
of service or discount pricing is forfeited. 
Must be scheduled prior to 10/31/13.

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Systems    Hannheatingcooling.com  

only $104

Owned and operated by 
4th generation Hann brothers.

     Be prepared this Winter with a - 
       Heating Tune-Up/Safety Inspection     

 FOURTH annual 

FBC farmers Market 
Local, Sustainable, Whole Food For Sale Weekly 

First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
3630 Fairmount Blvd. Shaker Heights      216-932-7480 

Wednesdays 4:00  — 7:00 pm 
June 19  —  September 11 
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Your Neighborhood Garden Boutique 
TREES • SHRUBS • POTTERY • PERENNIALS • ANNUALS 

Herbs • Vegetable Plants • Garden Novelties • Custom Gift Baskets 

The Urban Gardener’s Shopping Destination 

SUSTAINABLE • ORGANIC • LOCAL 

Conveniently Located in the  
Heart of Cleveland Heights  

13410 Cedar Road • Just West of South Taylor 
216 - 932 - 0039 

Visit Our Website: www.bremec.com 

STOP “wine”ing—
    you can have your wine and beer 
          AND drink it here too!

thewinespotonline.com
2271 Lee Road• Cleveland Heights  p 216.342.3623
Like us        TheHeightsWineSpot • Follow us       @thewinespotch

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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 Beautiful art for your wall – 
and extraordinary solutions 
to display it right

2254 Lee Road 
Cleveland Hts

(216) 321-1296

Tuesday 10 - 6:00 
Wednesday 10 - 6:00 

Thursday 10 - 6:00 
Friday 10 - 7:00 

Saturday 10 - 5:00

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

Hours 
Sizzling 

Summer Shopping

             Spectacular
Cards & Gifts!

Hours 

 

We will be Closed Sunday, August 25 
— Monday, September 2

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
JUnE 17, 2013
Council members Janine R. Boyd and mary 
Dunbar were absent.

Cumberland lifeguard action
Council recognized five Cumberland Pool 
lifeguards for their effective response when a 
patron suffered a pulmonary embolism. mayor 
Kelley, Fire Chief Dave Freeman, and Assistant 
Commissioner of Parks and Recreation Chris 
Kendel expressed appreciation for the life-
saving actions taken by Julian Gilbert, Liam 
Robinson, Tyler Rudy, max Hackman and 
Esther Bergson.

Lead remediation program
Council accepted a $556,618 grant from the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health’s Lead Haz-
ard Remediation program. In housing units where 
there is at least one child age six or younger, 
the program provides up to $9,500 per unit 
to reduce lead contamination. Over 12 months 
beginning July 1, the Housing Preservation Office 
will administer the funds, which will improve at 
least 50 dwelling units. The city will match the 
grant with $106,875 of Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) funds.

Heights Innovation Center support
Council reallocated $30,000 of CDBG funds 
from the East Derbyshire Rehabilitation Program 
to support equipment purchase for the Heights 
Innovation Center at the Heights Libraries.

Cedar Fairmount SID
Council approved implementation of the previ-
ously approved five-year public services plan 
for the Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District (SID), with 100 percent of the cost 
funded by the SID’s special assessment. Coun-

cil also committed $5,000 of CDBG funds to 
support streetscape improvements in the Cedar 
Fairmount SID during a one-year period begin-
ning July 1.

Cedar Taylor Development Association
Council allocated $5,250 of CDBG funds to 
partially fund a streetscape enhancements 
study for the Cedar Taylor Development As-
sociation during a one-year period beginning 
July 1.

RapArt
Council provided a one-year allocation of 
$15,000 of CDBG funds to support the Pinpoint 
Program of the Center for Families and Children 
at the RapArt Center beginning July 1.

Cleveland Tenants Organization
Council provided a one-year allocation of $6,000 
of CDBG funds for telephone housing counseling 
services provided by the Cleveland Tenants Or-
ganization for low- to moderate-income residents 
of Cleveland Heights. The organization provides 
information to landlords and tenants on fair hous-
ing and landlord-tenant laws.

Property donation
Council accepted JP morgan Chase Bank’s dona-
tion of the 1920 Powell Ave. property to the city. 
All transfer costs are to be paid by the donor.

Council meets with school board
mayor Edward Kelley announced that the council 
would meet with the board of education on June 
27 to learn about the new facilities plan.

LWV Observer: Susie Kaeser.

JULy 1, 2013
Council member Jason S. Stein was absent.

Citizen comments
move to Amend: Residents Dean Sieck, Greg 
Coleridge and Carla Rautenberg, representing 
Cleveland Heights move to Amend, spoke about 
a citizen-initiative petition in response to the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision of 2010. 
The initiative, which move to Amend hopes will 
be placed on the ballot and approved by voters 
in november 2013, calls for Congress to amend 
the U.S. Constitution to declare that only human 
beings, not corporations, are persons, and that 
money is not speech and can be regulated in 
political campaigns.
 Best of the Heights: Deanna Bremer Fisher, 
executive director of FutureHeights, mentioned 
the Best of the Heights Awards and encouraged 
residents to vote for their favorite businesses in 
the Heights. They can vote on the FutureHeights 
website (www.futureheights.org) or submit ballots 
published in the Heights Observer. The voting 
deadline is Aug. 31.

2014 Tax Budget
Council heard a first reading of the 2014 Tax 
Budget. A public hearing will be on monday, 
July 15, at 7 p.m., at City Hall. most likely, council 
will vote on the budget at the regular meeting 
that evening.

CDBG funds
Council approved the use of Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) funds in agreements 
with six nonprofit entities:
•  Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public 

Library System, $30,000 for its Heights Knowl-
edge and Innovation Center/Small Business 
Development Center Collaboration. This will 
be an entrepreneurial support space for small 
businesses and nonprofits.

•  Heights Emergency Food Center, $8,500 for 
operating expenses.

•  Heights Youth Club, $33,000 for assistance 
with its Project Learn: The Educational 
Enhancement Program. Project Learn rein-
forces school-based learning and knowledge 
through leisure reading, writing activities, 
group discussion, homework help, tutoring, 
and cognitive skill-building games.

•  Home Repair Resource Center, $118,000 
for its home-repair and home-improvement 
programs.

•  Open Doors Academy, $10,000 for the or-
ganization’s year-round enrichment program 
for at-risk youth.

Recycling report
The 2012 Residential Recycling Report from the 
Cuyahoga County Solid waste Disposal District 
shows that Cleveland Heights has one of the highest 
overall recycling rates in the county: 66.98 percent 
(up from 59.98 percent in 2011). The combined 
tonnage of recyclables (paper, plastic, glass, metal, 
etc.) and organics (leaf, brush and other lawn 
wastes) is calculated as the percentage of waste 
diverted from landfills in 2012. Council member 
Bonnie Caplan thanked residents for doing their 
part and encouraged everyone to do more.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Please note: YouTube videos of Cleveland 
Heights City Council meetings may be accessed 
at www.youtube.com/clevelandheightsoh.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

Shopping local keeps more 
of your money circulating 

in the community
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University Circle played a pivotal role in Don and Dottie 
Kuhn’s lives together.
The couple, now residents of Judson Park, met in 1974 
while attending an Audubon Society meeting at The 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History.
“The rest is history—we’ve been together ever since,” 
says Dottie.
With no children, they felt it essential to have a plan in 
place as they grew older.  “We wanted to make decisions 
under our own power,” says Don. 
Deciding where they’d spend their later years was easy.
“There was no question—Judson was it,” says Don.  “We 
continue to enjoy the things we’ve always loved to do,” 
adds Dottie. “We’re practically in the same Cleveland 
Heights neighborhood where we lived before.”
“The transition was seamless,” continues Don. “Judson 
was home from day one!”
This is Smart Living™ defined at Judson Park. 
Interested in learning more? Call (216) 791-2004 to 
arrange for a tour today.

 “There was no question—Judson was it!”        —Don and Dottie Kuhn, Judson Park residents since 2012

To read more about the Kuhns, visit 
www.judsonsmartliving.org/Kuhns

Cain Park Splash Pad opens to delight of 
neighborhood kids
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Young Cleveland Heights residents have 
a new way to keep cool in the summer 
heat. Cain Park neighborhood residents 
joined Cleveland Heights Mayor Ed 
Kelley and council members Cheryl 
Stephens and Mary Dunbar on July 21 
to cut the ribbon to open the new Cain 
Park Splash Pad. Once the water was 
turned on, young residents immediately 
began to explore its many interactive 
features. 
 The new splash pad, which has no 
standing water, replaces the former baby 
pool at the same site and is intended for 
the use of children five-years-old and 
younger. It was constructed by Platform 
Cement Inc. at a cost of $198,000. 
Behnke Landscape Architects, with 
help from city staff, designed the pad, 
choosing elements from Vortex Aquatic 
Structures International.  
 The splash pad is the latest in a 
series of improvements to city parks 
that have taken place since Cleveland 
Heights residents passed Issue 27 in 
2004. “The money can only be used for 
facilities and upgrades in our parks,” 
said Susanna Niermann O’Neil, act-
ing city manager. “Our residents really 
understand the value of recreation. We 
have been able to redo our tennis courts, 
replace crumbling walls at Cain Park, in-
stall a new pool and bathhouse at Cum-
berland Park, put in new soccer fields at 

Denison Park—all the playgrounds are 
in process of being upgraded.”
 According to O’Neil, the City of 
Cleveland Heights made the decision to 
install the splash pad in 2012. Although 
the city had hoped to have it ready ear-
lier in the summer, weeks of rain delayed 
the opening.
 “Splash pads are very popular and 
considered safer for younger children,” 
said O’Neil. “It [has] tall elements—
when children run under them the water 
comes down like a shower—and small 
elements, such as little mushrooms that 
water comes out of.” She said the ele-
ments provide a delightful surprise that 
is entertaining and “not at all scary.”
 Jason Stein, member of Cleveland 
Heights City Council, said that the city 
had sought input from neighborhood 
residents on the design of the splash 
pad.  
 “We met with the city to discuss 
the design and the types of elements 
we thought would be fun for kids,” said 
Peter Titas, a leader of the Cain Park 
Neighborhood Association (CPNA), 
which comprises residents from streets 
surrounding the park. “We also voiced 
our concerns about age limits and paren-
tal supervision. We want to make sure 
that it is fun and safe for the littler kids 
that aren’t [ready] for the pool, but also 
accommodating to families.”
 “This splash park should help bring 
more people back to the park,” said 

Titas. He added that CPNA hopes to 
convince the city to expand the time 
that the splash pad is open to include 
morning hours. “As parents of toddlers, 
having an activity in the morning would 
be great,” he said.
 O’Neil said the rules and regulations 
for the splash pad are similar to those of 
the baby pool it replaced. It is for use 
by preschoolers, under 48 inches tall, 
who must be accompanied by a parent 
or adult who is a Cleveland Heights 
resident with a recreation ID.
 Hours of operation are: 1–7 p.m. 
weekdays, 12–7 p.m. Saturdays and 12–6 
p.m. Sundays. This year’s splash pad sea-
son mirrors that of Cumberland Pool, 
which is open until Sept. 2.
 O’Neil said the city is considering 
a similar splash pad to replace the baby 
pool at Cumberland and that Turtle 

Park, a favorite of the five-and-under 
crowd, is also getting an upgrade this 
summer. “We are installing new equip-
ment and a sun screen,” she said. The 
sun screen will be installed on the Euclid 
Heights Boulevard side of the park over 
benches and a portion of the play area. 
“But don’t worry,” she said. “The turtle 
will stay. We will never take him away.”  
 Stein said that the playgrounds at 
Denison Park, Cain Park and Caledonia 
all have special features for young chil-
dren, while the playgrounds at Forest 
Hill and Cumberland are built for all 
ages. For more information about parks 
and recreational facilities in Cleveland 
Heights, visit www.clevelandheights.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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The Jamieson family enjoys the new splash pad on opening day. amanda Jamieson, with arms out-
stretched, plays with Hadley and evelyn, while her husband, bruce, holds Juniper.
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The BottleHouse Brewery
2050 Lee Road in Cleveland Heights

Craft Beer

Mead

Wine

Whiskey 
       TastingsFood

Live Music

Pinball 

Stage

In the tradition of the Irish public house, The BottleHouse Brewery acts as a     
community gathering place.  The space is open for patrons to use for parties and 

events of all kinds.  There is never a fee to host a party at The BottleHouse.  
Check out our NEW FOOD MENU.  Chicken and Waffles, Burgers, Salads, Pierogies 

and more.  

www.TheBottleHouseBrewingCompany.com

Board Games

  Hard 
Ciders

Patio

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

Residents confused by special assessment letter
Camille Davis

In June, Cleveland Heights residents 
were notified of a special tax assessment 
that pays for street lighting and the op-
eration of the city’s forestry division. 
 This year, as in previous years, resi-
dents were notified by either a notice in the 
Sun Press or certified mail about the special 
renewal tax. Those who received a certified 
letter from the city are the property owners 
whose total assessments will be more than 
$250 over the next three years.
 While this is the renewal of an already 
existing tax, there will be a 20-cent increase 
per foot of frontage, which is measured curb 
to curb. This increase was unanimously ap-
proved by a city council vote in March. 
 This tax will continue to pay for 
street lighting and forestry division ser-
vices, such as paving, repaving, repairing, 
plowing, sweeping and cleaning streets, 
as well as other city-wide services. 
 It has been part of the property tax bill in 
Cleveland Heights since 1978. The tax must be 
renewed every three years or it expires, mean-
ing the tax has been renewed approximately 
12 times. Every three years, when the tax is 
renewed, residents must be notified, either by 
newspaper or certified mail. Ohio law dictates 
that residents who will be charged more than 
$250 in the three-year period must be notified 

by certified mail.
 Tom Raguz, finance director for the 
City of Cleveland, said that residents have 
had a lot of questions about the letter. 
He said he is not aware of how residents 
reacted in previous years because he was 
not the finance director at that time.
 Susanna Niermann O’Neil, Cleveland 
Heights acting city manager, believes that 
residents showed no more confusion than 
in previous years.
 “Basically, this is the standard that 
happens every three years,” O’Neil said 
on the matter of the tax assessment com-
ing as a shock to residents. 
 Residents with objections to the special 
assessment were to send their objections in 
writing to the Clerk of Council at Cleve-
land Heights City Hall no later than July 
16. Raguz said the city had received several 
objections by the deadline and would send a 
notice to each objector notifying him or her 
of a hearing before an Equalization Board.
 The Equalization Board is made up of 
three nonresidents who serve on a volunteer 
basis and are appointed based on financial 
knowledge. These hearings are not public 
and will take place during business hours.

Camille Davis a senior journalism major at 
Ohio University, is a summer intern for the 
Heights Observer

Cleveland Heights citizens meet to 
discuss city leadership and concerns
Chris Hanson

On July 8, a group of citizens, organized 
by longtime resident Diane Hallum, 
convened at the Lee Road Library. Hal-
lum brought the group together under 
the name Citizens in Search of Lead-
ership because she hoped to identify 
potential leaders within the city and 
encourage them to run for Cleveland 
Heights City Council.
 “I hope to create a coalition of many 
into a single, organized voice to present 
three-to-four top grievances to city hall 
in some fashion,” wrote Hallum in an 
e-mail.  
 At the meeting, about 20 people 
introduced themselves and expressed 
their concerns about the city: high 
taxes, a dwindling tax base, vacancies in 
commercial and residential properties, 
the process of three-year special assess-
ments, and school levies. The group 
included both longtime residents and 
young professionals who moved to the 
city as recently as three months ago.
 Susan Miller, a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights, said that she 
had ideas for saving money and saving 
the environment. Miller said she is 
concerned with the way vacant homes 
sit for months on end without anyone 
caring for them. “I want to see a robust 
economy but my hopes are dashed 
at every turn, from city hall to every 
time I turn on the news and watch the 
federal government,” she said. “Banks 
purposely delay taking custody of 
vacant homes because of the cost of 
repairs, upkeep, taxes, fees, etc.” Miller 
said she is growing weary of caring for 
vacant homes in her neighborhood on 
her own.
 “Cleveland Heights is sinking fast,” 
said Stephen Rajki, another longtime 
resident. “The city should get busy and 
start improving buildings that exist. 
Most of the problems with properties 
are from benign neglect compounded 
over the years.” Rajki said that the city 
needs to “look at where to sell in the 
Heights, and market those areas to the 
broader region.” 
 Nick Wilkenson, a 1990 Heights 
High graduate who returned to the city 
a few years ago, said he was concerned 
about the lack of professionalism within 
the Cleveland Heights Police Depart-
ment. “Home invasions are called in 
and homeowners are made fun of when 

officers report to the home,” he said. He 
questioned the benefit of police cars 
speeding on residential streets without 
the headlights on. He acknowledged 
that it might sometimes be necessary 
when patrol cars receive a call, but 
said that it is happening too often and 
“someone is going to get hurt.”
 Not everyone present expressed dis-
satisfaction with the city. Carol Staiger, 
a longtime resident, said that she had 
come to hear the presentation and that 
she has had an “enjoyable experience 
in the Heights.” Rick Ferris, an empty 
nester who moved from Kirtland, Ohio, 
said that he thought Cleveland Heights, 
with its rich culture, eclectic shopping 
districts, and walkable neighborhoods, 
was the best place to live in the Greater 
Cleveland area.  
 Hallum had invited current city 
council members to attend the July 8 
meeting. None was able to attend, how-
ever, because the meeting took place the 
same night as a regularly scheduled city 
council meeting.
 One declared candidate for a seat 
on city council, Melissa Yasinow, a 
recent graduate of Case Western Re-
serve University’s School of Law, was 
in attendance. She promised that she 
would “listen intently to the concerns 
of Cleveland Height’s citizens.”
 Miller said that the current council 
members don’t respond quickly enough, 
or fail to respond at all, and wanted to 
know if she could “reach out and touch” 
Yasinow when there is a problem in the 
city. Yasinow assured her that she would 
be available. 
 After the meeting, Hallum sent a 
summary of the group’s concerns to 
members of Cleveland Heights City 
Council. She said she had talked with 
the mayor and other council members 
and presented two of the group’s 
suggestions at the council’s July 15 
meeting.
 The next meeting of the group, 
which Hallum said she is now calling 
Citizens Leadership, will take place 
from 7-8:30 p.m. on Aug. 8 at the Lee 
Road Library, 2345 Lee Road. She 
invites interested citizens to contact 
her at 216-691-9386 or dhallum@
earthlink.net.
 
Chris Hanson is a graduate of the Urban 
Studies program at Cleveland State Uni-
versity.

Carpet Specials
2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)
1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation 
w/ Premium Pad

In Store Payment Plan 
(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*

Bring this ad and  
recieve a discount!
Discount NOT valid on specials!

www.shorecarpet2.com

Shore 
Carpet II 
216-531-9105

854 East 185th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

Mon-Tue 10-6
Wed 10-5
Thu 10-7
Fri 10-4
Sat 10-3
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2013 // 2014 CLASSES & PROGRAMS

FOR LIFEFOR LEARNING FOR LIVING

REGISTER TODAY!

EARLY CHILDHOOD - MUSIC THERAPY - MUSIC INSTRUCTION

Register online at TheMusicSettlement.org
Click on the Course Info Tab to get started! Programs are generously funded by:

Surveillance cameras monitoring 
Cleveland Heights benefit police
simone Jasper

Starting with the installation of surveil-
lance cameras in the Cedar Fairmount 
garage a decade ago or more, the City 
of Cleveland Heights has used cameras 
to deter crime in the Cedar Fairmount, 
Cedar Lee, Coventry and Noble Mon-
ticello business districts. This summer, 
cameras were also installed in a section 
of Cain Park.
 Jeffery Robertson, Cleveland 
Heights police chief, said that the 
various cameras were installed after 
conversations among the police depart-
ment, city manager and city council. 
“We came up with a plan for different 
districts,” he said, and estimated that 
the first cameras were installed in the 
Fairmount garage in the late 1990s or 
early 2000s. Decisions to install cam-
eras are part of an “ongoing process,” 
said Robertson.
 Brad Sudyk, deputy chief of police, 
said most cameras have been installed 
within the last three to four years.
 The cameras are in parking garages 
in the Cedar Fairmount, Cedar Lee and 
Coventry business districts, and they 
are on streets in the Cedar Lee, Cov-
entry and Noble Monticello business 
districts.  
 Cameras in some locations are high-
resolution, but even lower-resolution 
cameras enable police officers to zoom 
in on subjects. Robertson and Sudyk 
said that the cameras in the business 

districts and Cain Park provide footage 
that is clear enough to enable police to 
determine the general descriptions of 
subjects.
 The cameras are monitored 24 
hours a day so that police can respond 
to crimes in progress. They record all 
activity, so police can review video of 
crimes or car accidents. Also, some 
police officers can access camera 
footage on their cell phones as they 
travel to crime scenes, according to 
Robertson.
 In June 2012, high-resolution—and 
high-profile—cameras, with bright blue 
lights indicating their locations, were in-
stalled on Lee Road. The police depart-
ment used surveillance video and other 
evidence to connect a suspect to a series 
of break-ins in the Cedar Lee business 
district in September 2012. Sudyk said 
that the cameras benefit police investi-
gations and prevent crimes. “Criminal 
activity has decreased because of our 
surveillance cameras,” he stated.
 Shawn Paul Gustafson, owner of 
Shawn Paul Salon on Lee Road, said that 
the constant monitoring of his district 
makes him feel at ease. “Any form of 
[police] presence, whether it is remote 
by camera or walking down the street 
[feels comforting],” he said. “I like it.”
 Adam Fleischer, owner of The Wine 
Spot on Lee Road, stated, “They make 
the street a lot safer for the community 
in general.”
 Steve Presser, marketing and public-

ity director of Coventry Village Special 
Improvement District and owner of Big 
Fun Toy Store, said that he and other 
Coventry business owners talked to 
the city about crime deterrents prior to 
the installation of surveillance cameras 
in his business district. He said that 
the cameras are beneficial to Coventry 
because they increase police interaction 
with the merchants.
 Members of the Cain Park Neigh-
borhood Association (CPNA) also 
had discussions before cameras were 
installed in the park. But residents have 
mixed thoughts about them, according 
to Peter Titas of the CPNA. “We’ve 
had representatives from the police de-
partment at our meetings. The general 
consensus seemed to be that cameras 
were a good idea, and we made that 
known to the city,” Titas wrote in an 
e-mail. “However, there are residents 
who feel like the cameras are intruding 
on privacy.”
 In spite of privacy concerns, police 
plan to install surveillance cameras in 
other areas of Cleveland Heights. “The 
expectations are that we can put them as 
many places as possible,” Robertson said.
 “They’re great deterrents, and they 
make the community a lot safer,” Sudyk 
said.

Simone Jasper is a 2012 graduate of Beau-
mont School. She studies print journalism 
at Elon University and is an intern at the 
Heights Observer.

 According to the district, the 
number of students in its schools has 
decreased 16 percent since 2001. It 
made the staff cuts in order to reduce 
operating costs due to uncertainty re-
garding the amount of state funding the 
district would receive.
 “We have to continue to do more 
with less. We’ve reorganized our central 
office to operate more efficiently. Every 
move we have made and will continue to 
make is based on what’s best for our stu-
dents. Cuts were also made in overtime, 
travel, and supplies,” said Dr. Nylajean 
McDaniel, superintendent.

Camille Davis is a senior journalism major 
at Ohio University. She is also a summer 
intern for the Heights Observer

teachers continued from page 1

Lee Road wine events 
celebrate new film at 
Cedar Lee Theatre
Wine lovers will have good reason to 
visit Lee Road during the last week 
of August.
 On Wednesday, Aug. 28, at 7 
p.m., the Cedar Lee Theatre (2163 
Lee Road) will screen “Somm,” a new 
documentary that looks into the mys-
terious world of the Court of Master 
Sommeliers. The film is directed by 
Jason Wise, a Cleveland native.
 The Aug. 28 screening will be pre-
ceded by a tasting event at The Wine 
Spot (2271 Lee Road) at 5 p.m. During 
the week of Aug. 26–30, Taste (2317 
Lee Road) will host blind tastings in its 
lounge. For tickets and additional infor-
mation, visit www.clevelandcinemas.com.
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Monday, August 19
Purchase the rest of 
2013 for only $99!
Register by phone at 
(440)655-5394
(440)542-0246
or in person at 
•  So. Euclid Methodist Church 

from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m
•  Cleveland Hts. Community Ctr. 

from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

9 weekly classes to  
choose from.

JAZZERCISE ONE DAY SALE

CLEVELAND HTS   
(216) 320-9761     
1812 COVENTRY RD, 
across from the  
parking garage 

SleepSourceUSA.com
 

OVER 70 COMBINATIONS
Affordably priced from $199Futons

With our large 
selection, you are 
sure to find the 
perfect futon for 
any room in 
your home.

Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Reiki for People and Pets

Workplace Wellness Programs

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village

10% Off For New Yoga Students!

S

Loving Hands 
   Yoga & Reiki

GiFt CertiFiCateS available

216.321.7889 • 216.421.8380 • www.QBDS.net
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

QUINTANA’ S
B A R B E R  &  D R E A M  S P A

REDISCOVER
The Art of Barbering

                   $5.00 OFF ANy HAIR SERvICE

Treat  yourse l f

e
x
p

: n
o

v
 2

2
, 2

0
13

co
u

p
o

n
 n

o
t va

lid
 

o
n

 sa
tu

rd
ay

s

A Luxurious Massage  or any Facial
by our highly trained staff
$25.00 OFF ANy MASSAgE and/or FACIAL 
Hours: Tues 8 am - 8 pm, 
Wed 8 am - 8 pm, 
Thurs 8 am - 8 pm, 
Fri 8 am - 6 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Let us transport you to another Land

36th Heights Heritage Home & Garden Tour 
set for sept. 22

Alice Jeresko

Dazzling Diversity 2013 is the theme of 
the 36th annual Heights Heritage Home 
& Garden Tour scheduled for Sunday, 
Sept. 22 from noon to 6 p.m. The self-
guided tour, hosted by Heights Com-
munity Congress (HCC), will feature six 
homes and four gardens, and will include 
a tea and refreshment stop.
 Diversity is evident with this year’s 
locations: a newly renovated Interna-
tional Style residence featuring clean 
lines and glass block, an intimate neigh-
borhood of renovated carriage houses, 
and the creative gardens and studio of 
a landscape designer/artist couple. Each 
tour stop has been chosen to surprise 
and delight tourgoers.
 HCC will also host a Tour Preview 
Party for sponsors on Saturday, Sept. 
21, at 6 p.m. at the McGregor property 
in the Forest Hill neighborhood. This 
year’s honorary co-chairs, architect 
Peter van Dijk and Jane Kessler, owner 
of Appletree Books, will open the event 
with a champagne toast. Guests will be 
shuttled to four sneak-preview locations 
before returning to McGregor to enjoy 
garden tours, cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, 
a jazz combo and a silent auction.
 Sunday tour tickets are $20 in ad-
vance. Tickets can be purchased online 
or at select businesses in the Heights 
beginning Aug. 1. For more information 
on tour tickets, preview party sponsor-
ships, advertising opportunities, or 
HCC, call 216-321-6775 or visit www.
heightscongress.org.
 The Heights Heritage Tour is host-
ed each year by HCC, whose mission 
is to help build strong communities by 

promoting social justice, monitoring fair 
housing practices and hosting diversity 
and inclusion programs within Heights 
neighborhoods. All proceeds from the 
tour go to continue this mission.

Alice Jeresko is an environmental communi-
cations consultant and has been a Cleveland 
Heights resident for 15 years.

Forest Hill Church plans outdoor worship and 
community supper for Aug. 17

Peg Weissbrod

Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian will 
hold an outdoor summer worship 
service and community supper on 
Saturday, Aug. 17. The informal service 
will begin at 5 p.m. Immediately after 
the service, all are invited to stay for 
a free community supper provided by 
members of the church and open to 
everyone.
 The service will feature a message 
by Patrick Davis, founder and director 
of Cleveland-based Scars and Bars, a 
group that works to support ex-felons 
through a network of mentors, church-
es, nonprofits and employers. Davis, a 
former inmate and frequent Forest Hill 
Church visitor, will speak about prison 
ministry and the importance of empow-
ering and caring for inmates, ex-felons 

and those on the fringes of society.
 Music director Anne Wilson, who 
many Heights High students and par-
ents know through her work with the 
school’s vocal music department, said 
the musical selections will include a 
return of last year’s popular steel drums 
and will “appeal to all ages and faiths.” 
Caleb Wright of the Wright Family 
Singers, along with other alumni of the 
award-winning Cleveland Heights High 
Barbershop Group, will also return.
 Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian is 
located across from Forest Hill Park, at 
3031 Monticello Blvd. For more infor-
mation, call 216-321-2660 or visit www.
fhcpresb.org.

Peg Weissbrod is a freelance writer and web 
editor for Forest Hill Church in Cleveland 
Heights.
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WHAT IF…YOU COULD LIVE WHERE: 
 

● You don’t have to climb steps. 

● You don’t have to cut the grass, shovel snow, 
wash windows, haul the garbage to the curb. 

● You don’t have to drive when it’s raining or snowing 
or it’s icy outside…instead… 

● You can walk to restaurants, the grocery store, the hairdresser, 
the bank, the bakery, the drycleaners. 

● You can feel secure with a Front Desk manned 24/7. 

● A Front Desk that also collects your mail, packages & 
newspapers, takes messages, provides wake-up phone calls and 

has your coffee ready first thing in the morning! 

● You could have a lovely apartment at an affordable monthly rent 
that includes electricity, water, heat, trash removal,  

Wi-Fi, linen and towel change -  even light housekeeping! 
 

AND STILL HAVE THE INDEPENDENCE YOU LOVE 
WHILE ENJOYING A SIMPLER LIFE IN A  

SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT IN THE HEIGHTS  
WITHIN MINUTES OF UNIVERSITY CIRCLE’S 
CULTURAL AND MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS! 

 

Independent Living at The Alcazar for those 55+ 
   We’re so nice to come home to! 

Sound interesting?   
Please call for information and  

   your absolutely no obligation personal tour! 

(216) 321-5400    ●    www.thealcazar.com  
Located in Cleveland Heights’ Cedar Fairmount neighborhood  

at 2450 Derbyshire Road, 44106 

Judith Eugene

The National Senior Games held in 
Cleveland last month brought attention 
to the importance of physical fitness for 
older adults. The games, held in a different 
city each year, promote healthy and active 
lifestyles for athletes age 50 and older. 
 While most of us may not consider 
ourselves athletes, the games, and the 
presentations held during the games, 
educate seniors at all levels of ability 
about the importance of physical activity 
and staying healthy.
 According to the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), “Regular physical activ-
ity . . . can prevent many of the health 
problems that seem to come with age. 
It also helps your muscles grow stronger 
so you can keep doing your day-to-day 
activities without becoming dependent 
on others.”
 The CDC recommends that senior 
adults choose from three target levels of 
activity: (1) two hours and 30 minutes of 
moderate-intensity aerobic activity every 
week; (2) one hour and 15 minutes of vigor-
ous-intensity aerobic activity every week; 
or (3) an equivalent mix of moderate- and 
vigorous-intensity aerobic activity. 
 Aerobic activity is any activity that 
causes ones heart to beat faster and makes 
it harder to breathe, such as pushing a 
lawn mower, dancing, biking, or taking a 
brisk walk. 
 On a scale of zero-to-ten, where zero 
is sitting and ten is working as hard as you 
can, the CDC defines moderate-intensity 
aerobic activity as a five or six. It makes 
you breathe harder and causes the heart 
to beat faster. You should be able to talk, 

but not sing. Vigorous-intensity aerobic 
activity is a seven or eight on this scale.  
At this level, you should not be able to say 
more than a few words without stopping 
to catch your breath.
 The CDC also recommends that 
older adults participate in muscle-
strengthening activities that work all 
major muscle groups (legs, hips, back, 
abdomen, chest, shoulders and arms) 
two or more days a week.
 The Cleveland Heights Senior Activ-
ity Center (SAC) offers many exercise and 
fitness options for local seniors. Classes in-
clude aerobics, dance, yoga, Tai Chi, Pilates, 
table tennis and Wii bowling. Some classes 
are free while others require a small fee. 
Seniors are invited to walk on the fitness 
track free of charge three days a week.
 The Cleveland Heights branch of the 
Mandel JCC offers a Lunch Plus program 
three days a week that includes chair yoga, 
tai chi, a hot kosher lunch (suggested dona-
tion $1), and free transportation for seniors 
living in any East Side suburb. Jamie Co-
hen, JCC supervisor, said. “We also stress 
simple exercises seniors can do at home 
for balance, flexibility and strength, and 
to prevent falls.”
 Cumberland Pool offers both water 
aerobics and beginning swimming classes 
suitable for seniors. Summer passes are 
available at half price ($17.50).
 It is important for seniors to exercise 
safely.  Find an exercise program that is ap-
propriate for your level of ability, and learn 
with a live instructor rather than a video. 
Trained instructors can help senior adults 
get in shape, while ensuring that they are 
exercising correctly and safely.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland Heights 
who provides life-enrichment classes and activi-
ties for senior adults and those with physical and 
mental challenges through www.LovingHands-
Group.com. She can be reached at 216-408-5578 
or Judith@LovingHandsGroup.com.

Fitness and exercise recommendations for 
Heights seniors

SeniOR SCene

Heights Bicycle Coalition 

Summer is the perfect time to try bi-
cycle commuting. It’s a growing trend 
for many reasons:
 One, it’s good for your physical 
health and is a great stress reliever. 
Two, it’s economical and good for the 
environment. And three, all the cool 
kids are doing it. 
 Yet, some people have doubts 
about commuting by bicycle. The 
Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC) offers 
the following responses to the most 
commonly cited barriers:
•  Convenience and safety concerns. 

Bike lanes, paths and sharrows are 
making cycling safer in the Cleveland 
area. Learn about cycling skills at 
the League of American Bicyclists 
website, and ride with others to learn 
more.

•  The distance to work seems too 
far. Consider combining bicycling 

Consider bicycle commuting

Life CyCLe
with public transportation. Ride 
your bike to a bus stop, load the bike 
aboard, and then get off when you 
reach a more convenient bicycling 
distance. All RTA buses have bike 
racks. Bikes are permitted in Health-
Line trains and two bikes per car are 
permitted on rapid transit trains.

•  I don’t have any cycling/bike 
commuting friends. Join a bike 
club: see HBC resource Web page, 
www.bikesintheheights.org/resources/. 
Register with OhioRideShares/
OhioBikeBuddies, (www.ohioride-
share.com/Pages/BikeBuddies).  

•  I don’t have a bike. For new bikes 
or bike repairs in the Heights, check 
out Cain Park Bicycles and Cycle 
Sport & Fitness. There are also bike 
shops in Shaker Heights, South Euclid 
and Mayfield Heights. For used bikes, 
consider the Ohio City Bike Coop 
and Affordable Bikes Recyclery, both 
on the near West Side of Cleveland.

Heights Bicycle Coalition (www.bikesin-
theheights.org) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to making the Heights 
more bicycle friendly.

munity.” 
 “Other communities have canceled 
events. Shaker Heights canceled its fire-
works. Until somebody comes up with a 
new strategy to deal with this, the police 
are going to continue to monitor social 
media,” he said.
 Steve Presser, marketing coordina-
tor for the Coventry Village Special 
Improvement District (CVSID) and 
organizer of the event, said that he 
understood the city’s decision. “It’s a 
sad, sad, unfortunate situation. We are 
sorry on so many different levels,” said 
Presser. “The people who are posting 
these things on social media do not un-
derstand the bigger picture of what they 
are doing. It’s time they grow up.”
 The fair would have been the first 
on Coventry since a flash mob broke out 
at the 2011 event. After that incident, 
the City of Cleveland Heights imple-
mented a 6 p.m. curfew in Coventry and 
other business districts, and heightened 
its police presence in the area.
 CVSID had hoped to bring the fair 
back in 2012, but, after discussions with 
the city and the community, decided it 
was not ready to do so and postponed 
the event until this year.
 CVSID went out of its way to en-
sure that the 2013 event would have a 
family focus. It changed the event name 
to Family Arts Day and planned it for a 
Sunday afternoon. Unlike past festivals, 
Coventry streets were to remain open 
to motor vehicles.

 “We had 50 performers and 50 ven-
dors booked,” said Presser, spokesman 
for CVSID. “The music was folk, roots 
and classical—most of it acoustical, only 
one area was going to be amplified. Ev-
erything was geared towards family.”
 Presser said that the problem of 
people making veiled threats and incit-
ing panic via social media is a national 
issue. “It’s a sad statement of society,” 
he said. “It has to change.” He said he 
believed Coventry was targeted because 
people like to come to Coventry. “It’s 
easy access,” said Presser. “People come 
to areas they are familiar with.”
 Presser said that the many other 
events held at Coventry this summer 
have been peaceful and uneventful. The 
CVSID will continue to host a variety 
of free summer events through early 
August, including Yoga at Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Park on Sundays from 5 to 7 
p.m.; Drum Circle led by professional 
percussionists at Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
Park on Sundays from 7 to 9 p.m.; Music 
on Coventry Road at Lot #15 (between 
Marc’s and Heights Cleaners) on Tues-
days from 7 to 9 p.m.; and Drive-in 
Movie Series at Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
Park on Thursdays from 9 to 11 p.m.
 For more information and a full 
schedule of events, visit www.coven-
tryvillage.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

coventry continued from page 1

Observer advertising is good for your 
business and good for your community
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LET ME  
PUT THIS  
IN YOUR YARD 

19603 Nottingham Rd.,
Cleveland, Ohio 44110

216-692-0300

Your East Side Location
For Chicken Supplies

Coops, Feed, Feeders, Waterers and Bedding
Rabbit Chow, Goat Chow and Bird Seed

Fresh Locally Grown Produce
Local Honey

Cool Vintage Items & Other Interesting Things!

An Independent Family Owned Business For Over 90 Years

Email Angela@cavottas.com                                     Like Us On Facebook

Summer Hours:
Mon.-Fri.: 10 - 6
Sat.: 9 - 5, Sun.: 10 - 4

CAVOTTA’S
GARDEN CENTER
& URBAN FARM

CAVOTTA’S
GARDEN CENTER
& URBAN FARM

HRRC offers electrical 
classes for women

Rebecca stager

For many people, the prospect of work-
ing with electricity is just plain scary. 
The instructors for Home Repair Re-
source Center’s (HRRC) Home How-To 
for Women repair course take the time 
to explain how to remain safe when do-
ing electrical repairs.
 Heights homeowner Mary Cushing, 
who enrolled in the electrical module 
last year, said that all the classes were 
helpful. “I learned a lot in every class. 
I’m no longer fearful of doing easy elec-
trical work myself,” she said.
 The upcoming electrical repairs 
module will consist of eight workshops, 
held from 7–9 p.m. on Wednesday eve-
nings from Aug. 7 through Oct. 2.
 Participants will learn to replace 
switches and outlets, run new circuits, 
troubleshoot electrical problems, install 
ceiling fans and more. No previous ex-
perience is required.
 The cost of the module is $120 for 
Cleveland Heights residents and $150 
for nonresidents. Reduced tuition rates 
are offered for low-income participants. 
Each module is limited to 18 women.
 The four modules in HRRC’s Home 
How-To for Women course (home mainte-
nance, carpentry, electrical, and plumbing) 
can be taken in sequence or individually. 
For more information, visit www.hrrc-ch.
org/programs/home-how-to-for-women or call 
216-381-6100, ext. 16.

Becky Stager has been HRRC’s education 
coordinator since 1989. 

ch-uh leadership continued from page 1

continued on page 14

all of the leadership changes that have 
occurred since her daughter became a 
CH-UH student six months ago. “That’s 
what’s most frustrating, the amount of 
turnover there is,” she said.
 According to Ron Register, CH-UH 
BOE president, the board has a positive 
outlook about the recent leadership 
changes. “We think that the district is in 
good shape and that it is ready to move 
forward,” Register said.

Upper administration changes
On June 24, Nylajean McDaniel, for-
merly human resources director for the 
CH-UH district, replaced Doug Heuer 
as superintendent. Heuer in turn will 
move into a new role with the district, 
helping it to implement Ohio’s new 
school evaluation system through a 
contract with the Educational Services 
Center (ESC) of Cuyahoga County.
 Heuer became superintendent in 
2009, and received an initial three-year 
contract. In 2011, the board voted unani-
mously to extend his contract for an 
additional three years, effective August 
2012 through July 2015. In April, Heuer 
was a finalist for the position of super-
intendent of Toledo Public Schools but 
was not chosen for that position.
 In its June 24 statement announcing 
the superintendent change, the district 
stated that Heuer “recently informed 
the board that he would not be seek-
ing another contract as superintendent 
at the conclusion of his term. He also 
shared his desire to move into other 
areas of educational administration at 
this point in his career, like the leader-
ship role he will now be undertaking for 
the district in the coming year.”

 McDaniel had been the district’s 
human resources director for eight 
years. She was set to retire at the end of 
June but chose to stay on when she was 
asked to be superintendent for a one-
year transitional period. She remains 
a district employee and retracted her 
retirement paperwork from the State 
Teachers Retirement System, said 
Shaker. McDaniel will be replaced as 
human resource director by Paul Lom-
bardo, who most recently worked in the 
Willoughby-Eastlake School District.
 Jeff Talbert resigned as assistant 
superintendent on June 3 to become 
superintendent of the Alliance School 
District. The new assistant superin-
tendent, Andrea Celico, most recently 
served as assistant superintendent for 
the Euclid City School District.
 “Change is constant in public 
schools,” said Susie Kaeser, former 
director of Reaching Heights. “New 
leadership is not a bad thing. It’s always 
an adjustment, however.”

School facilities plan
Heuer and Talbert were both propo-
nents of school facilities Plan C, which 
BOE members voted last summer not 
to place on the November 2012 ballot. 
In October, the board convened the Lay 
Facilities Committee (LFC) to create an 
alternative plan. The LFC plan proposes 
a two-phase process and was approved 
for this November’s ballot by a BOE 
vote on July 2.
 Patrick Mullen, director of Reach-
ing Heights and chair of the LFC, noted 
that many of the new school leaders 
are familiar with the CH-UH school 
district. He also pointed out that new 
assistant superintendent has worked in 

a similar district. “I think that there’s 
going to be a decent amount of continu-
ity,” Mullen said.
 Dave Tabor of the LFC explained 
that McDaniel was on the original facili-
ties committee and that Celico worked 
on a facilities plan at her previous job. 
“I’m excited that the new assistant 
superintendent comes from Euclid,” 
Tabor said. “She’s very well aware of how 
to get it done.”

Principal changes
Jane Simeri replaced Joseph Nohra as 
interim principal when he resigned 
from Heights High’s Mosaic School in 
December to become superintendent 
of Struthers City School District. 
Simeri became principal of the school 
in June and has worked in the district 
since 1990.
 In June, Marc Aden, principal of 
The R.E.A.L. Early College High School 
program at Heights High, announced his 
retirement. Aden had been the longest-
serving principal in the district. He was 
replaced by Alisa Lawson-McKinnie, 
who most recently was a high school 
principal in the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District.
 Also in June, Brian Sharosky re-
signed as Monticello Middle School 
principal to become principal of Visin-
tainer Middle School in the Brunswick 
City School District. He has been re-
placed by Deborah D. Moore, a former 
Monticello student and a Heights High 
graduate, who had been principal of 
Shaw High School in East Cleveland.
 On April 8, Tara Grove resigned as 
Roxboro Elementary School principal 
to relocate with her family to Columbus. 
She was replaced by Michael Jenkins, 
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lawn
gone on
vacation?

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

Are you tired of calling an
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the personal service you deserve?
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• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional
lawn fertilization programs
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pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing

• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

• Weekly lawn maintenance
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SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Fabulous NY Style condo. 
11432 Cedar Glen Parkway, Cedar & Ambleside

ch-Uh Boe votes to place facilities 
bond issue on November ballot
Deanna Bremer Fisher 

At its July 2 meeting, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Board of 
Education (BOE) voted unanimously 
in favor of a resolution to place a 
$134.8-million bond issue for school fa-
cilities improvements on the November 
ballot. This was the second reading of 
the resolution; the first occurred at the 
BOE’s June 18 work session.
 The bond issue would cover the 
majority of the cost of phase one of a 
school facilities renovation plan, which 
is projected to cost $157.35 million and 
would include renovations to the high 
school and two of the existing three 
middle schools. A third middle school, 
Wiley Middle School, would be closed 
when renovations to the elementary 
schools are completed in phase two of 
the project.
 Unlike last summer, when a split 
BOE passed several resolutions to place 
a facilities bond issue on the ballot, only 
to reverse its position at the last minute, 
the BOE’s July 2 vote was unanimously 
in favor of the resolution.  
 Eric Coble, BOE member, said, “I’m 
even more confident moving forward 
now than the last time we voted on it.”
 “I’m real pleased,” said Ron Regis-
ter, BOE president. “Last year, no one 
knew where we’d end up.”
 Only a handful of residents ad-
dressed the board regarding school 
facilities at the beginning of the meet-
ing. Resident Jan Geneva said, “This 
bond issue is an issue of compromise,” 
and reminded the BOE that “this is not 
about us individually, but about what is 
best for our students.”
 Resident Garry Kanter expressed his 
displeasure with the bond issue and the 
board, saying, “This bond issue spends 
all the money on buildings, not kids.”
 Kanter also noted that Beachwood 
had renovated its high school for less 
money than the LFC proposal for the 
renovation of Heights High.
 Coble responded that comparing 
the CH-UH facilities project to that of 
Beachwood was not an apples-to-apples 
comparison. “Beachwood is about one-
third of our population,” he said, “so 
it would follow that their high school 
renovation would cost less than ours.”
 BOE member Kal Zucker said that 
he wanted to address the perception of 
a backlog in school facilities repairs and 
a lack of focus on elementary school 

repairs. “The backlog of $40.4 million 
is based on a 2007 audit,” he said, and 
added that in the last five years, about 
60 percent of the permanent improve-
ment budget had been spent on the high 
school and middle schools.
 “We need to stop taking about a 
backlog,” he said. “It’s a slice in time. It’s 
a reason why it makes sense to do the 
high school and middle schools first. If 
we address those schools’ needs first, we 
free up a greater portion of permanent 
improvement funds to use on elemen-
tary schools.”
 BOE member Karen Jones ad-
dressed the charge that the bond issue 
would pay for only facilities improve-
ments. “It will not pay for salaries and 
it will not pay for books,” she said. “It 
will be [for] those buildings and those 
facilities—all of those things that will 
make it better for students to learn and 
teachers to teach and to do what needs 
to be done in the classrooms.”
 “It will save on operating expenses,” 
said Nancy Peppler, BOE member. 
“More dollars will be freed up on an 
annual basis to support educational 
expenses that aren’t buildings.”
 Register said, “It’s a great time for 
our community to step forward and 
say what we believe in. This is the high 
point of my career on the school board.”
 The BOE’s vote to place a 36-year, 
$134.8-million bond issue on the No-
vember ballot would cost $183 a year for 
a home valued at $100,000 if approved 
by voters.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer. She served on the LFC 
and co-chaired its buildings subcommittee.

celico is new ch-Uh schools 
assistant superintendent
Kim Sergio Inglis 

In a July 5 statement, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District announced that Andrea Celico 
has been named the district’s new as-
sistant superintendent. 
 Celico was assistant superintendent 
in the Euclid School District for the last 
four years.  
 “Dr. Celico’s vast experience in 
a district that is similarly situated to 
ours, along with her strong background 
in curriculum and instruction, is just 
what we need right now. She is ener-
getic, bright, and ready to step into the 
position immediately,” said Nylajean 
McDaniel, CH-UH superintendent, in 
the written statement. “I’m confident 
she will contribute in big, meaningful 
ways here.”
 According to Angee Shaker, director 
of communications and community en-
gagement for the district, Celico coordi-
nated Euclid’s comprehensive continu-
ous improvement plan, was the internal 
facilitator for the District Leadership 
Team, worked with the Ohio School 
Facilities Commission in building four 
new schools, and was the supervisor of 
human resources.
 Prior to becoming assistant super-
intendent for the Euclid City School 
District, Celico served in many roles 
including elementary school teacher, 
assistant principal and principal.
 “I’m very familiar with the Cleve-

land Heights-
U n i v e r s i t y 
Heights City 
School  Dis -
trict. I’ve stud-
ied the data, 
there’s a lot 
to be excited 
a b o u t ,  a n d 
there are some 
challenges. This district is full of chil-
dren who can succeed. It has a talented 
and dedicated staff, and a supportive 
community. Great things are ahead. I 
can’t wait to get started,” said Celico.   
 Jeffrey Talbert, the former assistant 
superintendent for the CH-UH district, 
resigned on June 3 to become superinten-
dent of the Alliance City School District.
 On June 25, the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Board of Educa-
tion announced that Doug Heuer 
had resigned as superintendent, and 
that Nylajean McDaniel, formerly the 
district’s director of human resources, 
would become the new superintendent 
for a one-year period.
 Commenting on the search for an 
assistant superintendent, Shaker said, 
“The search began with Superintendent 
McDaniel. She was involved throughout 
every step of the process. Mr. Heuer was 
not involved.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker 
Farm Historic District in Cleveland Heights.

Andrea celico

As part of a renovation of the high school that 
would take place if voters approve a bond issue 
in November, the outdated science wing, which 
obscures the view of the historic facade of the 
building from the street, would be removed.
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great news: 
our patio is 
drone free, and 
we do not record your 
call for a  
reservation 
 
"if it ain’t broken, don’t fix it” 
is not what we do. 
we try to make things better,  
until we make them worse  
(joke) 
 
after 34 years, our loyal  
friends are the real bosses 
but, you need  to show up 
to give orders! 
 
so, just show up 
 
love, craig 

 
lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon 

2196 lee road 
beautiful downtown cleveland heights 

216.932.9000 
www.lopezonlee.com 

 

Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Patio open 

Separate party room available

Voted ‘Best of the Heights’

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

JUNE 18, 2013
All board members were present.

Social studies exams
The board adopted the social studies interim 
and end-of-course examinations in American 
history and American government. This is a new 
state statutory requirement.

Personnel
Some of the staff laid off due to fiscal problems 
were rehired. The board also approved adop-
tion of tentative agreements with the Cleveland 
Heights Teachers Union, and the monitors’ unit.

School facilities improvement bonds
The board declared the necessity of submitting 
to the voters of the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights school district the question of the issu-
ance of school facilities improvement bonds 
in the amount of $134.8 million. The board 
commented that the community came together 
under the leadership of the Lay Facilities Com-
mittee (LFC) with Patrick Mullen as chairperson. 
Questions from the community had revolved 
mainly around “Why now?” and “Why so 
big?” The board responded that everything 
needs fixing and stopgaps were no longer pos-
sible. To place the bond issue on the November 
ballot, the board must vote to do so by July 18. 
The bond issue must be passed this year to take 
advantage of a window of opportunity to bor-
row a maximum allowed amount. The special 
needs district designation may expire next year 
and thus reduce the amount that can be bor-
rowed. The district might not qualify as a special 
needs district again. The mayors and councils of 
both Cleveland Heights and University Heights 
are being consulted.

Graded courses of study
All core courses of study are being aligned. 
Performance objectives exist for student, district, 
and administrative assessment. Students must 
be “college ready” in reading, speaking, writ-
ing, and listening skills. The courses of study will 
emphasize informational text, critical thinking 
skills development, evidence gathering, main 
idea comprehension, and approaches for in-
vestigating the world. Financial literacy will be 
taught in 11th- and 12th-grade economics and 
government classes. Science assessment relies on 
international benchmarks and is STEM designed. 
Mathematics skills are based on real-world 
problem solving. Embedded in all content areas 
will be the technology standards that require the 
district to offer instruction in tools, media literacy, 
digital citizenship, and internet safety.

Waiver days for 2013–14
The board is seeking four waiver days (school 
days with students absent and teachers present 
for professional development). Election Day 
cannot be used as a waiver day if school is 
held. The first waiver day will be training for the 
new teacher evaluation process. Aug. 28 will 
be a waiver day for safety and security training; 
Aug. 29 will be for elementary teachers only 

and staggered student visitation; objectives for 
Aug. 30 have yet to be completed. In January, 
the middle schools and high school will have the 
waiver day for teachers, as for the elementary 
teachers in August.

Elementary swimming program
The board discussed the successful pilot el-
ementary swimming program in which Gearity 
second-grade students participated in an eight-
day learn-to-swim course. The second grade was 
chosen because there is no standardized testing 
in this grade. The board will discuss whether this 
program can be expanded to all district second 
graders.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

JULY 2, 2013
All board members were present.

Soli Collins
Superintendent Nylajean McDaniel recognized 
student Soli Collins for winning first prize in the 
[Maltz Museum’s] “Stop the Hate” essay contest. 
Collins read her winning essay.

Community picture book
Michele Dawson, gifted teacher at Boulevard 
Elementary School, presented the board with 
copies of a picture book of the community, 
produced by her students.

Outstanding financial officer
Treasurer Scott Gainer was recognized for the 
11th time as outstanding financial officer by the 
association of Government Financial Officers for 
the United States and Canada.

Roxboro Middle School field trip
The board approved the Roxboro Middle School 
field trip for Nov. 13–15 to Williamsburg, Va. 
and Washington, D.C.

Appointments
Paul Lombardo was appointed director of human 
resources; Andrea Celico was named assistant 
superintendent; and Deborah Moore is the new 
principal of Monticello Middle School.

Coventry space
The board approved lease agreements with 
County Village Children’s Center and Waldorf 
School for space at the former Coventry School 
building.

School facilities bond
The board approved placing the school facilities 
bond for $134.8 million on the November ballot.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School Board
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

CH-UH leadersHip continued from page 12
who taught at the former Coventry 
Elementary School. Most recently, he 
was principal of a school in Port Clin-
ton, Ohio.
 Katrinka Dean, former principal 
of Boulevard Elementary School, was 
placed on administrative leave by the 
school district last November. At the 
time, the district chose an interim prin-
cipal, Karen Muffley. In May, the district 
named Shelley Pulling, most recently an 
elementary school principal in the Perry 
Local School District, the new principal 
of Boulevard.
 Stacy Stuhldreher resigned as 
principal of Canterbury Elementary 
School at the end of the school year 
to become a principal in Seven Hills. 
The district expects the board to ap-
prove the hiring of her replacement on 
Aug. 6, at which point it will name her 
replacement.
 According to data from the CH-
UH school district, the average tenure 
of its middle school principals over the 
past decade was about three years, and 
the average tenure of an elementary 
school principal was about four years. 
The district was unable to provide a 
comparison between CH-UH and other 
nearby districts.
 According to the School Superin-
tendents Association’s (AASA) 2006 
State of the Superintendency study, the 
mean tenure for a superintendent is five 
to six years.
 “It seems like a lot [of change] until 
you break it down,” said Eric Silverman, 
president of the Cleveland Heights 
High School Alumni Foundation. He 
pointed out that some administrators 
left so that their commutes could be 

shorter. “You like them to stay longer, 
but you can’t argue with that,” he said.

Meetings planned with new school 
district personnel
According to Angee Shaker, the district 
has plans underway to enable families 
to meet new school leaders. The dis-
trict will hold Online Luncheons with 
Superintendent McDaniel—interac-
tive webinars wherein parents can ask 
questions of McDaniel during their 
lunch breaks.
 “Viewers can send in their questions 
and comments during the discussion 
and also submit topic suggestions for 
future luncheons,” Shaker said. “Ses-
sions will be recorded and posted on 
the district website for later viewing as 
well.” The first luncheon webinar is set 
for Aug. 16, from noon to 1 p.m., and it 
will focus on the school facilities plan. 
The district will provide additional 
information about future luncheons, 
scheduled for the third Friday of each 
month.
 The district has scheduled an open 
house at Heights High on Sept. 10 at 
6:30 p.m., where community members 
will be able to meet the new superinten-
dent and assistant superintendent, learn 
about the facilities plan, and address 
questions, concerns, and suggestions to 
the school district.
 In addition, according to Shaker, 
“The new principals and their PTAs 
will decide how and when to meet with 
families.”

Simone Jasper is a 2012 graduate of Beau-
mont School. She studies print journalism 
at Elon University and is an intern at the 
Heights Observer.
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Sharkabet was produced by the Miami Science Museum.
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Former Monticello student Deborah Moore 
is named principal of the middle school
Kim Sergio Inglis 

In a July 5 press release, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District announced that Deborah D. 
Moore, a former Monticello Middle 
School student and Heights High gradu-
ate, has been named the new principal 
of Monticello Middle School.
 Moore takes over the position 
from former principal Brian Sharosky, 
who stepped down in June to become 
principal of Visintainer Middle School 
in the Brunswick City School District.
 Since 2010, Moore served as prin-
cipal of Shaw High School (East Cleve-
land). Prior to that she was principal of 
Cleveland’s Collinwood High School 
(2005–10), Alexander Hamilton Middle 
School (2003–05), and Glenville High 
School Freshman Academy (2000–03).
 According to Angee Shaker, direc-
tor of communications and community 
engagement for the district, “In her pre-
vious roles, Ms. Moore has worked to 
open lines of communication among 
teachers, paraprofessional and support 
staff, students, and parents, with regard 
to all school matters. She has also made 
it a priority to establish procedures for 
maintaining a safe and secure learning 
environment at both the middle and high 
school level. Among her experiences are 
improvements to student proficiency 
and graduation test scores, grades 6–12.”
 In the district’s statement, Moore 
characterized herself as having been 
“a change agent for schools struggling 
with academic achievement, behavioral 
standards, and proper culture.”  

RATES START AT $45. PER MONTH

2843 WASHINGTON BLVD., CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118
(IN THE COVENTRY BUILDING)
216.320.6890 / THEOPENOFFICE.NET

Deborah Moore is the new 
principal of Monticello Middle 
school.

communion of saints school 
continues K-8 education model
Amy Fischer 

Although many school districts have 
done away with the K-8 model, Com-
munion of Saints School will continue 
to graduate 8th graders. Many experts 
believe this model fosters a strong sense 
of self while supporting academic prog-
ress. The school has been praised for 
fostering a continuity of learning and 
for the positive effects of the leadership 
roles required of upper-grade students. 
 A family atmosphere is evident 
at Communion of Saints School. The 
students in the 8th grade understand 
and accept the responsibility for helping 
younger students. Most 8th graders have 
a job, such as flag duty, safety patrol, and 
service to teachers. 
 The Class of 2014 is excited to take 
the reins of leadership. These 13- and 
14-year-olds are scholars, lay leaders, 
athletes, writers, and dancers, to list 
just a few of their talents. Many of 
these young people have been together 
since preschool and they take to heart 
the mission of Communion of Saints 
School:  “. . .we are a welcoming, in-
clusive community, rooted in Gospel 
values. . .” 

 As the start of the new school 
year approaches, the Class of 2014 an-
ticipates a bright start, drawing on the 
words of Mother Theresa for inspira-
tion: “I alone cannot change the world, 
but I can cast a stone across the waters 
to create many ripples.”
 Communion of Saints School is lo-
cated at 2160 Stillman Road in Cleveland 
Heights. For more information about the 
school, go to www.communionofsaintss-
chool.org or call 216-932-4177.

Amy Fischer is a member of Communion of 
Saints School’s advisory committee and a past 
co-president of its PTO.

• Fences - crafted from cedar
• Patios - brick or flagstone
• Decks - cedar or composite
• Plantings - design & installed

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky   •   (216) 321-7729

(From left) courtney Foerg, Desmond Fischer and 
cameron toppin, members of the class of 2014, 
are shown here on their first day of kindergarten 
in 2005.

c
h

-u
h

 c
it

y 
sc

h
o

o
l 

d
is

tr
ic

t

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

a
m

y 
fi

sc
h

er

 Superinten-
dent Nylajean 
McDaniel said 
o f  M o o r e , 
“ S h e  h a s  a 
great working 
knowledge of 
how to man-
age students, 
keep them safe, 
and develop a 
philosophy of 
education that fosters student drive, 
teacher excellence, and a community of 
informed and active parents. She has the 
foresight to prepare Monticello Middle 
School students for high school and 
beyond, given her successive middle to 
high school experience. And, based on 
her track record, she understands what 
it takes to improve test scores so that 
students can advance and graduate with 
competency.”
 Moore said, “I intend to create a da-
ta-driven environment so as to promote 
academic excellence for all.” She also said 
she believes in moving students forward 
in a technology era, and acknowledges 
the importance technological skills will 
have in students’ academic and profes-
sional futures.
 Also on her list of priorities is the 
school budget, where Moore intends to 
allocate funds to the most important 
academic initiatives, from a fiscally 
responsible perspective.  

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker 
Farm Historic District in Cleveland Heights. 
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Auburn University
Baldwin Wallace Conservatory
Baldwin Wallace University
Ball State University
Barry University
Berklee College of Music
Boston University
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Bryant & Stratton College
Capital University
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Clark Atlanta University
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Columbus State Community College
Concord University
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Duquesne University
Eastern Michigan University
Eastman School of Music
Emory University
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Hampton University
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Hobart & William Smith Colleges
Hondros College
Howard University
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Kent State University
Kentucky State University
Kenyon College
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Miami University
Michigan State University
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Northern Michigan University
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Otterbein University
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Princeton University
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Rice University
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Spelman College
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Tiffin University
Tulane University
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University of Akron
University of Cincinnati
University of Cincinnati Conservatory
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Dayton
University of Louisville
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
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University of North Carolina-Wilmington
University of Northwestern Ohio 
University of South Carolina
University of Southern California
University of Toledo
University of Wisconsin
Ursuline College
Vanderbilt University
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Yeshiva University
Youngstown State University
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library’s community survey results are in
Sheryl Banks

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Public Library’s community survey 
results are in, and the results are posi-
tive—especially regarding respondents’ 
opinions on library staff and facilities.
 In February 2013, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Li-
brary contracted with the Community 
Research Institute at Baldwin Wallace 
University to conduct a combined sur-
vey of Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights residents, library customers and 
noncustomers alike.
 “We wanted to gather as much 
information as possible from our 
residents, both positive and negative, 
to make sure that we understand what 
they want and need from us,” said Nancy 
Levin, Heights Libraries director. “We’ll 
be using the results of this survey to help 
us make decisions in the coming years.”
 The surveys were conducted as 
random phone surveys between Feb. 25 
and March 20, and residents who did 
not receive a call were encouraged to 
fill out the survey online or on paper at 
any of the library’s four branches during 
the same time period. Baldwin Wallace 

11th Spectacular Summer SeaSon 
CAIN PARK ALMA THEATER
TickeTs $20/22 AdvAnce
TickeTmAsTer, 216.371.3000 or
www.cAinpArk.com

Photo by Dale Dong

GROUNDWORKS  
DANCETHEATER
August  16  -18 

ImAGINATION  
YOU CAN SEE.
www.groundworksdance.org

“  G r o u n d Wo r k s  s e a m l e s s l y  b l e n d s  
c l a s s i c a l  a n d  m o d e r n  i d e a s . ”

                      – The P la in  Dealer

GroundWorks generously supported by

THE GEORGE GUND 
FOUNDATION

completed a total of 582 phone surveys, 
and another 220 completed surveys were 
obtained from online and paper survey 
results. The random phone survey re-
sults were analyzed separately from the 
online and paper survey results.
 Library staff, library board mem-
bers, and staff from Baldwin Wallace 
worked together to design the 34 sur-
vey questions that ranged from how 
often the resident visits the library and 
whether he or she has an eReader, to the 
resident’s level of satisfaction with the 
libraries’ staff and services.
 The results of the survey fall rough-
ly into two categories: what types of 
services residents use (and how often), 
and how residents feel about the librar-
ies’ staff, services and facilities.
 Use of library services varied widely. 
More survey respondents check out 
books (80 percent via phone survey; 94 
percent online/paper survey) than use 

the public computers (31 percent phone 
survey; 48 percent online/paper survey), 
and more residents call for information 
(40 percent phone survey; 48 percent 
online/paper survey) than use the online 
databases (29 percent phone survey; 39 
percent online/paper survey).
 The respondents’ feelings about the 
library’s staff, services and facilities were 
consistently high. At all four branches, 
the average respondent rating for staff 
helpfulness and availability was 97 per-
cent (both phone and online/paper), and 
the average rating for safety at all four 
branches was 93 percent (both phone 
and online/paper).
 In addition to quantifiable data, the 
surveys also collected comments from 
residents, which ranged from glowing 
to frustrated. One resident praised 
the library, “Very, very grateful for the 
library system and think it is a treasure,” 
while another complained, “I am very 
upset about the hours. The hours are 
very poor.”
 “We are thrilled to hear that our 
community thinks we’re doing a great 
job,” said Levin, “but there is always 
room for improvement, so we are paying 
close attention to the negative feedback 
as well.”
 Heights Libraries encourages the 
community to read the full survey re-
sults, including all comments, by down-
loading the report at www.heightslibrary.
org as a PDF document. Feedback is 
always welcome.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

What’s going on 
at your library? 
Summer’s not over yet. There are still 
plenty of free library programs to attend 
before fall starts.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Monday, Aug. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Coventry Concert Night. The concert will 
showcase Cleveland Institute of Music 
students and graduates.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Wednesday, Aug. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Shark Week Extravaganza. Teens ages 
12–19 can create shark victim cookies 
and watch footage of sharks on a flat 
screen TV. Registration required at 
www.heightslibrary.org.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Monday, Aug. 12, 2 p.m.
Construction Challenge.  Using household 
and pantry items, kids 12 and under can 
compete to create structures. Registra-
tion required.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Tuesday, Aug. 20, 6 p.m. 
Cultural Encounters Film Festival. This 
free summer film festival features recent 
foreign films.

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
Summer is here!  class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Residential Driveways 
Asphalt & Concrete 
Masonry 
30% off Kitchens & Baths 

Roofing  
Sealcoating 
Siding 
Windows 

Great Financing Available! 1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com 

(216) 392-1335 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

A+ rating 
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library was a launch pad for popular staff members
Sheryl Banks

Two Lee Road Library staff members are 
known not only for their hard work and 
dedication, but also for their creative 
energy and humor.
 This summer, youth services librar-
ian Henry Drak and marketing assistant 
Anna Register are moving to other cities 
to start new chapters in their lives. Drak 
is relocating to Pittsburgh and Register 
to Los Angeles.
 “Both Anna and Henry have reputa-
tions for being a little nutty—in a very 
good way,” said Nancy Levin, Heights 
Libraries director. “That’s part of why 
we’ll miss them both so much. They 
have the ability to find the fun and 
humor in just about every situation. So 
people loved to work with them.”
 Drak earned his reputation for 
his ability to get kids excited about 
reading through his creative children’s 
programs.
 “Henry’s enthusiasm for reading 
and creating is infectious, and as a result, 
he was sort of like the Pied Piper of Lee 
Road, always surrounded by kids,” said 
Brian Hare, youth services manager. 
“The best part was that his fun activities 
had quite a serious purpose—literacy. 
But all the kids knew was that they were 
having a blast.”
 Drak studied biomedical engineer-
ing at Case Western Reserve University. 
During his last semester, he came to 
know staff at Heights Libraries. “I found 
out that their jobs used every curious 
and creative muscle in their bodies,” said 
Drak. “And, they got to spend the day 

Marketing Assistant Anna register, left, and youth services librarian henry Drak, right, clowning around at the library.

helping people.” He headed to library 
school soon after and has never looked 
back.
 Register came to the library after 
graduating from Baldwin Wallace Uni-
versity with a marketing degree. When 
she wasn’t keeping the libraries’ many 
meeting rooms organized and helping 
spread the word about the libraries, she 
was volunteering for programs, such as 
the Hobbit Quest.
 “Anna is a very talented singer and 
actress, and she put those skills to great 
use when she played the character of 

Gollum in the Hobbit program this past 
winter,” said Kim DeNero-Ackroyd, 
deputy director. “She did her own 
makeup and was able to perfectly mimic 
Gollum’s voice. She really added magic 
to the program.” 
 Register has been in local produc-
tions of “Dreamgirls” and “Smokey Joe’s 
Café” at Cain Park, and “Hairspray” and 
“Legally Blonde” at the Beck Center 
for the Performing Arts. Her love of 
performing is what is pulling her to 
California.
 “I don’t have any grandiose expecta-

tions,” said Register. “I’m just hoping to 
explore a different part of the country 
while connecting with people through 
my work. Also, becoming a surfer girl 
would be nice.”
 As for Drak, he looks forward to re-
turning to his original home, Pittsburgh. 
Silly to the end, Drak quipped, “Moving 
back to Pittsburgh means I won’t have 
to give up constantly eating pierogies.” 

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.
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WE 
BUY LOCAL!

tuesday–thursday & sunday 7am–10pm
friday & saturday 7am–midnight

1975 LEE ROAD CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

free breakfast pastry 
with coffee purchase

Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

groundWorks Dance theater 
returns to cain Park Aug. 16–18
Pam Barr 

Cain Park looms large in the history 
of GroundWorks Dance Theater and 
in the professional dance career of its 
founder and artistic director David 
Shimotakahara. When the company 
performs there Aug. 16, 17 and 18, it 
will mark the 11th consecutive year 
that Groundworks has appeared at this 
outdoor venue.
 “We were the first dance company to 
perform at the Alma Theater,” recalled 
Shimotakahara, “and we have premiered 
seven works at the park over the years.” 
 This season, the company will fea-
ture a new work by associate artistic 
director Amy Miller, plus “My Hum-
mingbird at the High Line,” created in 
2012 by New York choreographer Doug 
Elkins, and Shimotakahara’s “Before 
With After” from 2003.
 “Cain Park audiences have always 
been very welcoming to our company, 
and our dancers appreciate their enthu-
siasm for what we do,” said Shimotaka-
hara. “We can’t wait to return this year 
to one of our favorite summer venues.”
 His history with the park goes back 
to the mid-1980s, when he and his wife, 
Pandora Robertson, danced with Ohio 
Ballet, before the roof was constructed 
over the Evans Amphitheater. In 1995, 
soon after they moved to Cleveland 
Heights from Akron, Shimotakahara 
had an opportunity to present one of 
his first ballets, “Caprice,” as part of 
an Ohio Choreographers Showcase at 
Cain Park. “This was the only dance I 
ever created in which the women wore 

pointe shoes. My cast included dancers 
from Ohio Ballet and Cleveland Bal-
let, probably one of the few times that 
the dancers from both companies ever 
worked together.”
 “I’ve performed and presented at 
Cain Park through hail storms, swarms 
of bugs, rain and perfect summer 
nights,” said Shimotakahara. “It’s always 
an adventure and pure pleasure’”
 For more information about the 
program and to order tickets, visit the 
new GroundWorks website, www.
groundworksdance.org.

Pam Barr is a 30-year Cleveland Heights 
resident and a principal of Barr Communi-
cations, a Cleveland Heights-based boutique 
marketing and public relations consulting 
firm, of which GroundWorks is a client.

David shimotakahara, founder and artistic director 
of groundWorks.

FACEBOOK/SWEETIEFRY 
YELP/SWEETIEFRY

2307 LEE ROAD • CLEVELAND HEIGHTS  
OHIO 44118 • 216-932-2300

Andrea Joki (left) and lily Waugh perform an impromptu duet in the lee road minipark next to 
heights Arts at the July 18 launch of the international piano project, “Play Me, i’m yours.” the 
piano--one of 20 placed at cultural institutions in greater cleveland--was decorated by Joki and
other heights Arts volunteers, and donated by Faith and Brendan gill. the piano project runs 
through Aug. 12. Afterwards, heights Arts plans to offer the piano for sale, to cover its costs. 
Potential buyers are invited to contact heights Arts at heightsarts@heightsarts.org or 216-371-3457.

‘Play Me, i’m yours’ on lee road
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  20132013Superhuman Happiness
Blue Lunch  •  Mo’ Mojo  •  Honeybucket

Snarky Puppy
Sugar Magnolia  •  Shaw High School Marching Band

» Chef Demos 
» Top Chef Grill Off Competitions 
» Garlic Gourmet Alley 
» Wine & Beer Tastings
» Garlic Home Brew Competition 
» Garlic Eating Contests

» Mighty Locavores Kids’ Zone 
» Flower Clown 
» Euclid Beach Boys Rocket Ship & Thriller Cars 
» Parades 
» Tomato Throw Down 
» Artist Gallery

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 07

SunDAY, SEPTEMBER 08

ALSO, DON’T MISS

SEPT. 07 (  ) & 08 (  ) • SHaKer SQuare
For more info, to purchase tickets, 

and to download a FREE live music 

sampler from last year’s performances, 

visit ClevelandGarlicFestival.org

An annual FUNdraiser to support 

North Union Farmers Market, 

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

216.751.7656

cleveland heights native is on the rise and giving back 
Saroya Queen-Tabor 

“It’s a great feeling to be truly living and 
walking your purpose.”
 That is what Cleveland Heights 
native Antoine Dunn said drives him 
to create soul-stirring music that, in the 
past year or so, has achieved national 
recognition.  Dunn’s music now touches 
the hearts of many.
 His freshman album, “Truth of 
the Matter,” released last October, 
produced two Billboard Top 15 hits 
and earned him a place on the “Back to 
Love” national tour with R&B artists 
Estelle and Anthony Hamilton.
 This month, Dunn will lend his 
talents to help two local nonprofits. On 
Aug. 11, Dunn will perform at Night-
town as part of the Sundays of Sound 
concert series to benefit Senior Out-
reach Services (SOS). The agency helps 
seniors stay independent at home and 
in the community.  
 Dunn will share the stage with 
local male vocalists Clayton A. Harris 
and John Morton as part of “Men and 
Music,” the third of four concerts at 
Nighttown.
 Dunn, a 2006 Heights High gradu-
ate, credits the school’s music program 
for helping him hone his skills. “I was 
very involved with music there. I would 
always try to find time to write songs 
and to practice on the grand piano,” 
said Dunn, who was a member of the A 
Cappella Choir, the Gospel Choir and 
the Heights Singers.
 Dunn said that national recognition 
for his first album was welcome and en-
couraging, as was the positive response 

from music industry professionals. “It 
was a great feeling, affirming everything 
that I’ve been doing,” he said. Many 
in the industry have commented that 
Dunn is bringing back “good music” and 
that his writing style and arrangements 
are reminiscent of an earlier time. He 
credits some of this to early exposure by 
his parents to musical influences such as 
the Stylistics, the Chi-Lites and Gladys 
Knight.
 Dunn may be just solidifying his 
dreams but he is taking time to give 
back. “I think it’s essential to not only 
be dedicated to the craft, but also in-
volved in the community,” he said.
 “I think what SOS does for seniors 
is terrific,” said Dunn. “Sometimes 

people talk about how disconnected 
today’s youth are. I think it’s because 
many aren’t connected regularly with 
people of wisdom, culture, and experi-
ence. My best friend is 75 years old!”
  Some might ask what he has in 
common with someone that age, but 

to Dunn it makes perfect sense. “When 
you are surrounded by experience and 
culture and people living their purpose, 
it’s easier to identify your own purpose, 
your own calling,” he said.
 Another cause important to Dunn is 
cancer awareness. He lost his mother to 
breast cancer, a devastating experience 
that shaped his latest single, “I Am,” 
and inspired him to plan a concert at 
Cleveland State University on Aug. 23 
in support of Minority Women with 
Breast Cancer Uniting Inc. “I support 
everything they’re doing to increase 
awareness about cancer,” said Dunn. 
“Early detection is so critical and makes 
a difference.”
 For information or to buy tickets to 
“Men and Music” at Nighttown, noon 
to 3 p.m. on Aug. 11, visit www.soscleve-
land.org or call 216-231-0003. The cover 
charge is $25 in advance or $30 at the 
door, with VIP seating available for $50.
 For more information or tickets to 
the Aug. 23 concert, visit www.iaman-
toinedunn.com.

Saroya Queen-Tabor is development director 
for SOS, a 20-year resident of Cleveland 
Heights, a Reaching Heights board member 
and parent of CH-UH elementary school 
children.

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Antoine Dunn, a cleveland heights native, will perform two benefit concerts in August.
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2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard,  Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

 Worship 
 Wednesday
  6pm - Agape Community Meal (students welcome!)
  7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

 Sunday
  10am - Community Eucharist

   Compline & Evensong
   5 p.m. August 11, 17 and 25

St. Alban’s Episcopal Community
www.saintalbanchurch.org

BESPOKE CLOTHIERS

Custom fitted handmade suits 
for the man who knows the difference 

30 years of sartorial excellence
We do alterations

3109 Mayield Road, Suite 204
Cleveland Heights (In the Rockefeller Building)

(216) 273-7140  •  qes@qthetailor.com

COFFEE

BETTER
TASTES

L   CAL 

ROASTED IN THE 216
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

EAST 9TH COVENTRY LEE
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM2287 LEE ROAD

CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.8227

1854-A COVENTRY ROAD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.932.5282

1700 EAST 9TH ST
CLEVELAND, OH 44114

216.771.5282

in the second production of its inaugural season this summer, Mamaí theatre company presents the cleveland premiere of David Mamet’s “Boston Marriage.” christine McBurney, director and 
co-artistic director, said, “i’m excited to share such a wickedly funny play. it’s as if Mamet had collaborated with oscar Wilde in this play that is part farce, part mystery, full of wit and linguistic 
gymnastics.” Performances run through Aug. 4 and take place at cleveland heights’s ensemble theatre. For tickets and information visit www.mamaitheatreco.org or call 216-570-3403.

Mamaí’s cleveland premiere of ‘Boston Marriage’ runs through Aug. 4

Julie Friedman

Julie Friedman becomes Dobama’s managing director
Jewel Moulthrop 

Dobama Theatre’s Board of Directors 
recently announced that Julie Fried-
man has been promoted to managing 
director. She replaces Charlotta Enflo, 
who plans to continue her career in 
Pittsburgh.  
 Friedman came to Dobama seven 
years ago as the theater’s financial and 
office manager. She later became associ-
ate managing director. She holds a B.A. 

in theatre arts from the University of 
Oregon and an M.F.A. in dramaturgy 
and theater criticism from Brooklyn 
College, CUNY. She also worked as 
dramaturge on several Dobama produc-
tions. In her new position, Friedman will 
maintain accounting records and pay-
roll, and assist with grant requests and 
reports, donor research, and corporate 
relations.
 Enflo joined Dobama in 2009 as 
box office manager and development 

associate. The following year, she moved 
to the Cleveland Orchestra as a develop-
ment associate, but returned to Dobama 
in 2011 to lead development efforts and 
assist in various management activities, 
later becoming Dobama’s managing 
director.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.
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í 
th

ea
tr

e 
c

o
m

pa
n

y

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

d
o

ba
m

a
 t

h
ea

tr
e



Heights Observer August 1, 2013     www.heightsobserver.org21

heights BUsiNess

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

New class of
Yoga Teacher Training
kicks off October 2013!

Maximum of 15 students accepted.

spyngaFlows ...
where you are not just another

student on the mat.

Yoga 101 Workshop
Sept. 8, 15, 22 & 29
at noon
Begin your yoga.
Practice with confidence.

1846 Coventry Rd., 2nd Floor  |  Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  |  216-965-0310  |  www.spyngaflows.com

Discover your inner self through 
the thrilling art of indoor cycling
and the ancient practice of yoga.

We are a Culture.  We are a family.  Come join us.

SpyngaFlow_Aug 2013_4.83x3.5_Ad.indd   1 7/16/13   8:37 AM

With competitive rates and personal service, 
it’s no wonder more drivers trust State Farm®.  
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

Ride with the #1 
car insurer in Ohio.

1001142.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company 

Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

betsy@betsywarnerinsurance.com                                                  

Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

TM

Coit’s Growing
in your neighborhood

Healthy Produce. Healthy People. Healthy Connections.

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

lakewood college moves to renovated 
building on North taylor road
Simone Jasper 

In June, Lakewood College moved its 
operations to 2231 North Taylor Road 
in Cleveland Heights from Lakewood. 
The college, founded in 1998, teaches in 
a “self-guided distance learning” model. 
The college relocated so that it could ex-
pand. “We were outgrowing our space,” 
said Jessica Regal, Lakewood College 
marketing assistant.
 Isaac Haggins, Lakewood College 
vice president of business development, 
and his wife, Tanya, Lakewood College 
CEO, purchased the North Taylor prop-
erty in 2012. The building was construct-
ed in the 1950s and originally served as a 
medical office. It then housed a series of 
high-end beauty salons before it became 
unoccupied. “This building had been 
vacant for three years,” Regal said.
 With the help of the City of Cleve-
land Heights, Lakewood College trans-
formed the empty, vandalized building. 
The Haggins used the city’s Storefront 
Renovation Program, which provides 
rebates, loans and design assistance to 
create revitalized exteriors of commer-
cial buildings in certain districts. “We 
worked with the property owners to 
come up with the overall plan for the 
renovation program,” said Kara Ham-
ley O’Donnell, Cleveland Heights city 
planner. “We [designed] it in a way that 
we thought would really transform the 
neighborhood.”
 The renovation process took a year 
and a half. The renovation program 
provided the means to transform the 
building’s exterior, but the owners 
also renovated the plumbing, electric 
and other aspects of the interior. “We 
stripped everything down to the studs,” 
Isaac said.
 Although the building solved Lake-
wood College’s office space concerns, 
the Haggins, who are Cleveland Heights 
residents, purchased the North Taylor 
property for additional reasons.
 In the 1960s, Isaac’s father, also 

DuohoMe opens in cleveland heights
Simone Jasper 

Business owners Tim Kempf and Scott 
Suskowicz moved their design and fur-
nishing retail store, DuoHome, to 3479 
Fairmount Blvd. in Cleveland Heights 
in April. DuoHome relocated from 
Cleveland’s West Side to join other 
“like-minded retailers” in the Fairmount 
Taylor business district, between South 
Taylor and Queenston roads. DuoHome 
now is neighbor to two other home 
stores, Paul Hamlin Interiors and Pay-
sage. “This is a dedicated design block,” 
Suskowicz said.
 Kempf and Suskowicz live near the 
Heights and have extensive design ex-
perience. The pair met while working at 
the Ohio Design Centre in Beachwood 
and wanted the challenge of starting 
their own business.
 In 2007, they opened a retail store, 
naming it DuoHome. Duo represents 
the collaboration between the owners 
as well as the store’s plan to offer both 
retail items and interior design consul-
tations. Home refers to the business’s 
design focus.
 DuoHome sells mainly contem-

named Isaac Haggins, was one of the 
first African-American real estate agents 
in the region. His real estate office, lo-
cated near the Lakewood College build-
ing, was bombed in 1969 in opposition 
to racial integration.
 For Tanya, the North Taylor area 
is where she lived as a child. Growing 
up, she often passed the building that 
houses the Lakewood College offices. 
When the time came to find a new 
location for the college, she and her 
husband wanted to restore the building 
to improve the neighborhood.
 “To be able to renovate and rebuild 
[the building] really means a lot to the 
community,” Regal said.
 Lakewood College offers only online 
classes, with programs for the business, 
legal and medical fields. The college also 
offers a GED preparation course. “We’ll 
probably make more programs that fol-
low career trends,” Regal commented.
 Lakewood College plans to start a 
program to help Cleveland’s homeless 
to find jobs, as well as workshops that 
will be open to the public.
 For more information about  
Lakewood College, e-mail info@lake-
woodcollege.edu, call 800-517-0857, or 
visit www.lakewoodcollege.edu. For  
more information about the Storefront 
Renovation Program, call 216-291-4885.

Simone Jasper is a 2012 graduate of Beau-
mont School. She studies print journalism 
at Elon University and is an intern at the 
Heights Observer.

porary and transitional furniture, and 
many of its items cannot be found at 
larger furniture retailers. In the brightly 
decorated store, home furnishings, ac-
cessories and artwork are displayed. “A 
lot of the artwork we have is from local 
Cleveland artists,” Kempf said.
 While customers have an oppor-
tunity to order furnishings that are not 
stocked at the store, visitors will find a 
range of items, from quirky accessories 
to functional pieces. “Our merchandise 
changes frequently,” Kempf said.
 Suskowicz and Kempf said they own 
DuoHome with a “level of self-satisfac-
tion.” Over the years, the men have re-
sponded to changes in the economy and 
the need to accommodate their target 
market. Now, they are adjusting to their 
new Cleveland Heights neighborhood. 
“There’s a definite sense of community 
here,” said Suskowicz. More informa-
tion and store hours can be found at the 
company website, www.duohome.com.

Simone Jasper is a 2012 graduate of Beau-
mont School. She studies print journalism 
at Elon University and is an intern at the 
Heights Observer.

scott suskowicz (left) and tim Kempf, owners of Duohome on Fairmount Boulevard.

lakewood college revitalized its new building on 
North taylor.
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NEAT & TRIM 
 PAINTING 

Interior and Exterior Painting 
Wallpaper Removal 
Plaster Repair 
Power-Washing 
Deck restoration and Staining 

20+ Years Experience ♦ References and Insurance 
  

JOHN ALLISON 

216-324-2199 
neatandtrimpainting@yahoo.com 

clAssiFieD ADs

BANKRUPTCY 
 

STOP HARASSING CALLS 
GET A FRESH START 

CHAPTER 7 
$1,100 INCLUDES ALL FEES 

PERSONAL INJURY 
THOMAS J. ZAFFIRO 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 

 216-382-0444 
DEBT RELIEF CO. 

 

 

 
  AMISH  CREWS  FOR  LESS 
      

 
 
 
 
 

       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 
  New GARAGE from - $9875 

  216 -323- 0916 
 

 

 ROOFING 
 SIDING 
 CONCRETE     
 MASONRY   
 CARPENTRY 

 

  NEW GARAGE 
WATERPROFING 
KITCHEN-BATH 
 RM Addition 
      BR -- Bath 
 Attic-Basement 

 

 

 

   

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 

city Buddha: coventry’s exotic marketplace
James Henke 

Back in 1997, Larry Collins was go-
ing through one of those transitional  
phases in life. He had been booking 
bands at Peabody’s DownUnder for 
more than a decade, but he was getting 
tired of the music business and felt it 
was time for a change. 
 “I needed to shake some stuff 
loose,” he said. Collins decided to 
go to Indonesia. He traveled around 
Southeast Asia for a few months,  
and he brought some Indonesian 
items with him when he returned 
to Cleveland. It turned out that his  
friends loved the things he had gotten 
in Indonesia, mostly sculptures, so he  
went back six weeks later and filled 
a large container with many items,  
including jewelry, clothing and artwork.
 Then, in 1998, Collins began sell-
ing his Asian items at the Open-Air in  
Market Square near the West Side 
Market in Ohio City. Shortly after that,  
he opened his first City Buddha  
store on West 25th Street, and the rest 
is history.
 City Buddha is now located on Cov-
entry Road in Cleveland Heights. The 
store has been there since 2005, when 
Collins decided that he didn’t want to 
renew his lease on the West Side store. 
“West 25th Street wasn’t happening 
then, and I grew up here,” he said. “I was 
a Coventry kid in the ’70s, and I hung 
out here a lot.” In fact, Collins was born 
in Cleveland Heights and attended Wi-
ley Junior High and Cleveland Heights 
High School. He now lives in the North 
Collinwood area of Cleveland.
 The store, which filled the space 
formerly occupied by the Cleveland 
Food Co-Op, is huge, and it is filled with 
jewelry, clothing, musical instruments, 
incense, furniture and many other 
things, virtually all of which were made 
in Southeast Asia. “It’s like being in an 
exotic marketplace,” Collins, who’s now 
55, said of the store. 
 He and his wife, Rai, who he met 
in Bali, still travel to Asia every year, 
spending two or three months there 
to locate new items to sell in the store. 
“When we are overseas,” Collins said, 
“we work 12 hours a day, discovering 
new items, buying them and arranging 
the shipping.”
 Among the unique items in the 
store are the various tables and chairs 
that are made out of reclaimed teak 
wood; the hand-carved Buddha statues 
that are made in Bali; the batiks, which 
are hand-painted cloth wall hangings; 
the silk scarves; the musical instru-

ments, which include whistles, thunder 
sticks and flutes; the ceramic animals; 
the blown-bubble terrariums, vases and 
aquariums, which are made in Indone-
sia; the incense, including a City Buddha 
brand that is from Indonesia; and the 
artwork, including paintings from Bali. 
The store also recently started carrying 
greeting cards. More than half of City 
Buddha’s sales come from fine jewelry, 
including earrings, rings, necklaces and 
other items.
 Though he has thought about open-
ing another City Buddha, Collins said 
he has no plans to open another store 
at this time. He said there are no other 
similar stores in Cleveland. “A lot of 
tourists come through here,” he said, 
“and they say they have never seen a 
store like this anywhere.”
 In addition to City Buddha, Col-
lins also has a Facebook page called “I  
Grew Up in Cleveland and Northeast 
Ohio in the 60s, 70s and 80s.” People 
post photos and other items about 
Cleveland’s past. “I was in Thailand, and 
I was really homesick, so I decided to 
start this page. And in three days, there 
were more than 500 [people] posting 
stuff,” he said.
 City Buddha is his main focus, 
however, and he loves it. “It’s great 
bringing something new to Cleve-

City Buddha
216-397-5862
1807 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights

Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sun. 12 noon to 6 p.m.

www.citybuddha.com

land,” said Collins, “and it’s great being  
here on Coventry.”

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone 
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author 
of several books, including biographies of Jim 
Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.

Inspired by its owners’ love of travel, 
City Buddha has launched a “Focus 
and Inspiration Photo Contest” on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
 Original photo entries can be of 
anything that inspires, from family to 
the outdoors.
 The contest began on July 18 and 
runs through Aug. 15. To enter, go to  
the contest entry tab located online at 
www.facebook.com/citybuddha,  or sub-
mit photos to Instagram or Twitter 
using the hashtag #CityBuddhaCLE.
 Owner Larry Collins said, “The 
competition is a great way for the 
public to share their inspiration and 
perhaps inspire another in the pro-
cess. There’s beauty and inspiration 
all around us. We’d love to see your 
unique perspective. You don’t need 

to be a professional photographer to 
enter. Uploaded photos can be images 
taken with your phone or a digital 
shot taken with a camera.”
 Weekly winners, as chosen by a 
City Buddha judging panel, will be 
announced every Wednesday during 
the contest. One grand prize winner 
will be announced on Aug. 16 at 4 p.m.
 All entries submitted will be 
shared on City Buddha’s Facebook 
page. There is no limit to the number 
of entries that can be submitted.
 The four weekly winners will each 
receive a $25 City Buddha gift card; 
the grand prize is a $100 gift card.
 For more information about City 
Buddha or the contest, contact An-
gela Hetrick at 216-773-0210 or Larry 
Collins at 216-397-5862.

City Buddha online photo contest

larry collins, owner of city Buddha, stands next to a hand-carved statue, one of the store’s many unique offerings.
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coMMUNity NeWsclAssiFieD ADs

Don’t throw it away! 
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Mending!!! Alterations!!! 
Bridal and custom consultations 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
 

New Address: 14055 Cedar Rd. #318 
(same hours; same phone number) 

 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE  
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND 

$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage 

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE 

PROPERTY INSURANCE 
Home * Condo  

Fire, Dwelling, Rental 

(216) 691-9227 
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 

2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121  
www.ohioinsurancequote.net 

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 
Auto * General Liability 

Business Owners 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE INC. 
 

Certified Arborist 
 

Serving the Heights  
for 35 years 

  

216-932-3244 
alexstreeserviceinc.com 

 

Ask about options for saving your ash trees 

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING 
SKUNKS 
RACOONS 
OPOSSUMS 
GROUNDHOGS 

SNAPPING TURTLES 
SQUIRRELS  

And Many Others 
We Also Pick Up  

Dead Animals 

INSURED 
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T 

CALL STUART 
216-789-0036 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,  
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,  

General Motors and Honda 

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Dishwasher, 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
$650 - $725 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Meagen Sparks (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 9/30/13 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

Drapery  & Blind  
Cleaning In Your Home
 All kinds of treatments and blinds 
 Lamp shades, oriental carpets, much more 
 Upholstery cleaning 
 Window treatments measured and      

installed 

No shrinkage or damage - Guaranteed!
 

Convenient, Easy, Affordable 
 

Call (216) 291-4733 
Custom Installations & Cleaning

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

Edwards Painting & 
Home Services 

Interior	  /	  Exterior	  
Painting	  Repairs	  
Window	  Repair	  

Deck	  Preserving	  &	  Restoration	  
Power	  Washing	  

Housing	  Violations	  

216-780-2455 
roberte1964@att.net 

Member	  of	  the	  community	  
for	  more	  than	  40	  years	  

 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

 

 

 
 

  Just Frames & Art 
2171 S. Green Rd. 

University Hts, OH  44121 

 216-691-4500 
 

Specializing in the 
 Finest Custom Framing of Fine Art 

 Oil Paintings, Watercolors, 
 Prints, Posters, Photography, 

 Needlepoint & Mirrors of all types 

Luxury Service 
Your Personal Chauffer 
Airport, Bus or Train Station 
Below Taxi Cab Prices 
Hopkins $45; Akron/Canton $70 

We Take You Here, 
We Take You There,  
On Time Every Time. 

AA TRAVELERS
AIRPORT TRANSPORT

GENE WHITE 
 

216.357.9758 

 

 

 

  A1 CONSTRUCTION  Mostly AMISH 
      

 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 ALL RENOVATIONS -VIOLATIONS 

216-324-5382 
 

 

1. ROOFING 
        Asphalt - Flat 

2.  RE-SIDING  
   Vinyl-Cedar-Almn 

3.  DRIVEWAY 
   Concrete-Asphalt 

4.   MASONRY 
    Steps-TK Pointng      

5. CARPENTRY 
      Windows-Porch 
6.RM ADDITIONS 
      FR-Bath-SUM-BR 

7.  GARAGES 
         fr $9875 
8.WATERPRFNG 
         pay less 

216-323-0916

Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 
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*Bonus Question: What business would you like to see in the Heights? 
 

Best New Business 
 The Katz Club Diner  Piccadilly Artisan Yogurt  
 Pinwheel Kids 

 Best Automotive Business 
The Lusty Wrench  Bryan’s Marathon  
 Alternative Solutions Car Care 

Best Cleveland Heights Business 
 Abstract A Hair Salon  Ten Thousand Villages  
 Bryan's Marathon 

Best Home-Based Business 
 Skettle Electric   Simple Hands Studio  
 Barnett Computers  Hummingbird Bakeshop 

Best University Heights Business 
 Geraci’s Bialy’s Bagels  Pizzazz 

Best Storefront Signage 
 Big Fun  Piccadilly Artisan Yogurt  The Wine Spot 

Best Minority-Owned Business 
 Anatolia Cafe  Janea H.  Pipe’n Hot Grill 

Best Place to Pick Up a Copy of the Heights Observer 
 The Stone Oven  Phoenix Coffee  Heights Libraries 

Best Hairstylist 
 Melissa Fisher - Crazy Mullets  
 Shawn Paul Gustafson – Shawn Paul Salon  
 Ryan Simons – Abstract A Hair Salon 

Best Barber  
 Pat Freed - Freestyles 
 Alex Quintana – Quintana’s Barber and Dream Spa  
 Adam DiDomenico – Adams Barber Shop 

Best Place for Sweet Treats 
 Sweetie Fry  Luna Bakery Café  
 Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates 

Best Carry-Out Only 
 pizzaBOGO  Mister Brisket   On The Rise  
 Mama Joyce’s Soul Food 

Best Live Entertainment/Music Venue 
The Grog Shop  Nighttown  Cain Park 

Best Place to Buy a Gift 
 Ten Thousand Villages  Heights Arts  Big Fun 

Best Heights Park 
 Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park  Cain Park  Forest Hills Park 

Best Place to Take the Family 
 Tommy’s  Dewey’s Pizza  Piccadilly Artisan Yogurt 

Best Bar, Pub or Tavern 
 The Tavern Company  The BottleHouse Brewery  
 Brennan’s Colony 

Best Patio 
 Nighttown  Brennan’s Colony  
 Lopez Southwest Grill 

Best Healthy Eats 
 Aladdin’s Eatery  Anatolia Café  The Stone Oven 

Best Place for Health 
 Atma Center  CH Community Center  Anytime Fitness 

Best Place for Fashion 
 You Too Inc.  Revive Fair Trade  Blush Boutique 

Best Community Volunteer 
 Susie Kaeser  Jan Kious  Alex Quintana 

Choose the Best of the Heights! 
Place a checkmark in the box in each category to determine the Best of the Heights. One ballot 
per person. In order for your ballot to be counted, you need to vote for at least half (11) of the 
ballot categories. Ballots not meeting these requirements will be considered invalid.  Voting 
Begins July 1. Deadline is August 31. 

Complete this ballot or go online to: 
www.futureheights.org 
 

Mail your ballot to: 
FutureHeights 
2163 Lee Road, #103 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
Questions? Call 216-320-1423 
 

In order to have your ballot counted, 
you must include your name and 
contact information.  
One ballot per person. 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 
 
Email: 
 

heights BUsiNess

Reviews Reviews ReviewsReviews ReviewsScore
out of 5

Score
out of 30

Score
out of 5

Score
out of 5

Score
out of 5

Total
Reviews

Dealer Rater Google Maps Edmunds.comInsider Pages Yahoo! Local

Jay Honda 298 56 11 14.9 24 51 1 357

Ganley Honda 219 35 181 114.7 20 41 4 284

Honda of Mentor 106 66 103 424.8 25 4.54 4.5 227

Classic Honda 35 57 10 33.8 29 50 3.5 96

Rick Case Honda 73 11 23 24.8 16 34 3.5 91

Sunnyside Honda 11 3 210 72 0 2.52.5 2.5 33

145 22118 7727 55 5 733Motorcars

Updated 4/15

4.9371

Cleveland Honda Dealers Online Reviews

Don’t Take Our Word, 
Take Your Neighbor’s

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Bonus Question: What business would you like to see in the Heights? 
 

Best New Business 
 The Katz Club Diner  Piccadilly Artisan Yogurt  
 Pinwheel Kids 

 Best Automotive Business 
The Lusty Wrench  Bryan’s Marathon  
 Alternative Solutions Car Care 

Best Cleveland Heights Business 
 Abstract A Hair Salon  Ten Thousand Villages  
 Bryan's Marathon 

Best Home-Based Business 
 Skettle Electric   Simple Hands Studio  
 Barnett Computers  Hummingbird Bakeshop 

Best University Heights Business 
 Geraci’s Bialy’s Bagels  Pizzazz 

Best Storefront Signage 
 Big Fun  Piccadilly Artisan Yogurt  The Wine Spot 

Best Minority-Owned Business 
 Anatolia Cafe  Janea H.  Pipe’n Hot Grill 

Best Place to Pick Up a Copy of the Heights Observer 
 The Stone Oven  Phoenix Coffee  Heights Libraries 

Best Hairstylist 
 Melissa Fisher – Eddy’s on Coventry   
 Shawn Paul Gustafson – Shawn Paul Salon  
 Ryan Simons – Abstract A Hair Salon 

Best Barber  
 Pat Freed - Freestyles 
 Alex Quintana – Quintana’s Barber and Dream Spa  
 Adam DiDomenico – Adams Barber Shop 

Best Place for Sweet Treats 
 Sweetie Fry  Luna Bakery Café  
 Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates 

Best Carry-Out Only 
 pizzaBOGO  Mister Brisket   On The Rise  
 Mama Joyce’s Soul Food 

Best Live Entertainment/Music Venue 
The Grog Shop  Nighttown  Cain Park 

Best Place to Buy a Gift 
 Ten Thousand Villages  Heights Arts  Big Fun 

Best Heights Park 
 Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park  Cain Park  Forest Hills Park 

Best Place to Take the Family 
 Tommy’s  Dewey’s Pizza  Piccadilly Artisan Yogurt 

Best Bar, Pub or Tavern 
 The Tavern Company  The BottleHouse Brewery  
 Brennan’s Colony 

Best Patio 
 Nighttown  Brennan’s Colony  
 Lopez Southwest Grill 

Best Healthy Eats 
 Aladdin’s Eatery  Anatolia Café  The Stone Oven 

Best Place for Health 
 Atma Center  CH Community Center  Anytime Fitness 

Best Place for Fashion 
 You Too Inc.  Revive Fair Trade  Blush Boutique 

Best Community Volunteer 
 Susie Kaeser  Jan Kious  Alex Quintana 

Choose the Best of the Heights! 
Place a checkmark in the box in each category to determine the Best of the Heights. One ballot 
per person. In order for your ballot to be counted, you need to vote for at least half (11) of the 
ballot categories. Ballots not meeting these requirements will be considered invalid.  Voting 
Begins July 1. Deadline is August 31. 

Complete this ballot or go online to: 
www.futureheights.org 
 

Mail your ballot to: 
FutureHeights 
2163 Lee Road, #103 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
Questions? Call 216-320-1423 
 

In order to have your ballot counted, 
you must include your name and 
contact information.  
One ballot per person. 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 
 
Email: 
 


