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followed by a seizure landed her in a
regional medical center before she was
airlifted to the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia (CHOP), which became
the family’s second home for nearly
three months. Following a successful
surgical removal of the tumor, Rebecca
embarked on seven weeks of proton
beam radiation, available only at CHOP,
while the family shuttled back and
forth between Cleveland Heights and
Philadelphia, juggling the ordinary
care of their healthy children with the
extraordinary care of Rebecca.
By November, the family of five was
together again at home, with Carolyn a
fourth-grader at Roxboro Elementary
School and Rebecca attending kindergarten at Fairfax Elementary School,
whenever she was able. Her teacher,
Michael Heffern, said the other children
would scream with delight, “Rebecca is
here!” on the days she came to school,
and that she lit up the room with her
mischievous grin and joyful ways.
Rebecca continued outpatient
treatment at the Cleveland Clinic,
receiving IV and oral chemotherapy,

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

On Father’s Day 2013, Eric Meyer
enjoyed breakfast in bed prepared
by his three children, before a day of
“just hanging out” and celebrating being home in Cleveland Heights after
an overseas business trip. On Father’s
Day 2014, he and his family were sitting
shiva, a Jewish tradition of mourning the
dead, for his daughter Rebecca.
Rebecca Alison Meyer died at her
home on her sixth birthday, after a
10-month struggle with brain cancer.
At her death, as in her life, she was
surrounded by her family—father Eric,
her mother Kat, her 10-year-old sister
Carolyn and her 3-year-old brother
Joshua—along with numerous friends.
Known as Becca to many, she had told
her parents that 6-year-olds are big girls
and deserve big-girl names, and she
made it to 6, so Rebecca it is.
Last August, Rebecca was diagnosed
with grade 3 anaplastic astrocytoma, a
rare and aggressive pediatric brain tumor, while the family was vacationing
at the Jersey Shore. Severe headaches

On June 16, the City of Cleveland
Heights launched a mobile app called
Access Cleveland Heights for the Android and Apple smartphone platforms.
The app is part of a broader technology
initiative that has made budget, spending and police reports instantly available
online.
The app, which was the brainchild
of Tanisha Briley, city manager, is a
$9,800 investment intended to facilitate
communication between residents and
the city through an extensive array of
Heights Observer July 1, 2014

Rebecca Alison Meyer

and remaining remarkably healthy: she
danced and laughed and played, she
continued on page 12

Moonisa Halim is first CH Teen
Poet Laureate

UH weighs bond issue
to fund new park
Alastair Pearson

Deanna Bremer Fisher

At 17 years old, recent Heights High
graduate Moonisa “Nia” Halim is the
first Teen Poet Laureate for the City
of Cleveland Heights.
Her selection was announced at
the Cleveland Heights Poets Laureate Reunion, held June 19 at Dobama
Theatre, which honored the six poets
laureate who have ser ved the city
since the program was created in
2006: Loren Weiss, Mary Weems,
Meredith Holmes, Ga il Bel la my,
Cavana Faithwalker and Kathleen
Cerveny.
The office of Teen Poet Laureate was the brainchild of Cerveny,
the reigning Cleveland Heights Poet
Laureate. She convinced members of
Cleveland Heights City Council and
Amy Rosenbluth, director of Lake

our residents to be our eyes and ears so
that we can fix these issues that may be
going overlooked.”
The app also features the city’s
codified ordinances, a city directory,
a city newsfeed, a municipal calendar,
the city’s social media presence and an
emergency notification system called
Ready Notify.
“We just continue to look for ways
to be more efficient and more effective,” Briley said. “I’m not interested in
technology for technology’s sake, but
if it helps us communicate better with

Approximately 50 University Heights
residents, along with the city’s mayor
and seven council members, came together for a June 17 town meeting on a
proposed $1.8 million bond issue to fund
a new public park on the former site of
the Fuchs Mizrachi school.
Opinions at the meeting ranged
from skeptical to supportive. The largely free-form dialogue between council
members and residents covered a range
of topics, including the amount of the
bond issue, the city’s ability to appeal
to young families, and a looming Aug.
6 deadline—the date by which council
must send the bond issue to the board
of elections for it to be placed on this
November’s ballot.
The night before the town meeting, council tabled the bond issue vote
which was to have had its second reading at the June 16 meeting—the last of
council’s regularly scheduled meetings
until after Labor Day. Thomas Coyne,
UH law director, stated that council
would need to hold two special meetings
if the resolution was not voted on that
night—one to pass the resolution, and
one to approve the bond issue’s final
language.
At the June 2 UH City Council
meeting, Mayor Susan Infeld had presented on first reading a resolution for
the bond issue, to pay for construction
of the park. The issue initially was presented on emergency, in order to send
it quickly to the board of elections, but
several council members said they felt

continued on page 6

continued on page 7

Moonisa Halim

Erie Ink (LEI), a nonprofit that offers writing opportunities for young
people, to create and oversee the
position in order to elevate the art
form of creative writing among the
city’s youth.
continued on page 9

CH launches mobile app to facilitate communication
Alastair Pearson

Audrey Busta Peck
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INSIDE

reporting services.
Using Access Cleveland Heights,
residents can inform the city about
a range of problems, including city
park and property conditions, broken
parking meters, trash collection issues,
graffiti, potholes, private property
conditions, tall grass and weeds, traffic
signs, tree issues, vacant properties and
water leaks.
“We’re always looking for new ways
to engage our residents and allow for
two-way communication,” said Briley.
“We can’t see everything, and we can’t
be everywhere, and we do depend on
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Letters Policy

The Heights Observer welcomes letters to
the editor. They must be submitted electronically, along with the writer’s name, phone
number and e-mail address, to:
www.heightsobserver.org/members or
e-mail: info@futureheights.org
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Tuesday afternoon. It contains a quick
rundown of
community
information
—five or six
articles, announcements
and upcoming events.
It’s newsy and informative and has
a personality similar to the printed
version: to-the-point, extremely local
and filled with contributions from
volunteers throughout the community.
Some of the articles will make it into
the printed edition. Others won’t; you’ll
only see them in the e-news and on our
website.
The Heights Observer has been
publishing for more than six years now,
but we started the e-news about three
years ago to provide a more frequent
outlet for the information we collect
and publish.
We send it using Constant Contact,
a leading e-mail system among nonprofits and small businesses that ensures
we comply with federal anti-spam rules

Bob Rosenbaum

Every month, nearly 10,000 copies of
the Heights Observer are distributed at
more than 250 locations around Cleveland Heights and University Heights.
With the possible exception of
The Plain Dealer—which doesn’t provide city-by-city detail of its circulation—no other publication can claim
that each issue is seen by as many
people in these two communities as
the Heights Observer.
But the Observer’s contributors—
community members like you—send
in articles all the time, and you don’t
have to wait until the beginning of
each month to see them.
In addition to publishing articles
in the newspaper and on our website
(www.heightsobserver.org), the Heights
Observer sends a free e-mail newsletter to almost 5,000 people every

About the Heights Observer
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The views and opinions expressed in this publication
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of
the Heights Observer, its publisher and staff, or of
FutureHeights, its staff and board of directors.
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submit an article.
If you’re writing a news article,
be clea r a nd fact ua l, a nd keep
your opinion out it. If you want to
express an opinion, submit a letter
to the editor or an opinion piece.
Make sure whatever you submit has
a hyper-local Heights focus.
To submit a story, go to www.
heightsobserver.org a nd cl ick on
Member Center at the left. If you
haven’t submitted previously, click
on Become an Observer, also part
of the left-side menu, and read
the information there, including
the Style Guide, where you will
find guidelines regarding article
length and options for type of article (news, opinion or letter to the
editor). If you have questions, call
the FutureHeights office at 216320-1423 or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
The next print issue deadline,
for articles to be considered for the
August issue, is July 14.

The Heights Observer is a nonprofit
community publication written by
community members, and focused
on the cities of Cleveland Heights
and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing
staff. The articles the Observer
publishes are written by volunteer
writers who submit stories about
the Heights news, personalities,
events a nd issues that interest
them.
The Observer’s only reporters
are those in the Heights community who take the time to write
about some aspect of the Heights,
and share it with others via the
Heights Observer. Some Observer
writers are regular contributors;
others may submit an article once
a year, or just once.
Is there an article about the
Heights that you would like to see
in the Heights Observer? If so, please
consider writing it, or work with
friends, neighbors or colleagues to

Prepare for their
future.
I can help with both.
Stop by for your free State Farm Insurance and Financial
Review . Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.
®

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights Observer
and is responsible for its advertising sales
and market development.

Who is it we entrust
with our safety?
To the Editor:

The City of Cleveland Heights’s decisions regarding the Turkey Ridge
project planned along Edgehill Road
have evoked a lot of emotions in me:
resentment regarding the 15-year, 100
percent tax abatement given the developer, Visconsi Companies; and irritation
at the suggestion of a Turkey Ridge
Community Reinvestment Area (CRA),
when there is no blight among the several $400,000 to $1,000,000 buildings.
Now, I feel alarm. It turns out the
hillside along Edgehill Road is prone to
landslides. Yet our leaders at City Hall
are unconcerned.
A past development was stopped
because the 2006 soils report done as
part of the planning process revealed
evidence of several past landslides on
this hillside.
Oddly, though, the most recent soils
report, done last year for this project,
doesn’t reveal anything: the city and the
developer claim the report is “proprietary.”
According to Elizabeth Rothenberg,
CH’s assistant law director, speaking at
the May 21 Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) hearing, the city signed an agreement to keep the content of this recent
PO Box 198
soils report secret, even to city planners
Burton,Ohio
44021
and leaders. The reason? To keep it from
becoming a public document.
440-463-7379
440-632-5256
Concerns about the stability of this
hillside arose at an April 30 meeting
Careful, reliable and
between the developer and residents.
respectful of your yard People living along Edgehill Road deCall for a free quote
scribed how their current properties
Mention this ad for 20% off
were crumbling away, without any construction or activity on the hillside, so
they expressed fears about the possible
collapse of the hillside during construcwww.ripleytreeservice.com
tion. Richard Wong, the city’s planning
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises
director, echoed the phrase stated by
the developer’s representatives: the

Protect your family.

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsy@betsywarner.com

and other e-mail best practices.
So e-news subscribers don’t have
to worry: When you give us permission to send a weekly newsletter, we
won’t abuse the privilege. We will
also send occasional FutureHeights
messages, but we won’t sell your
name to anyone else, and if you decide to unsubscribe, the process is
easy and effective.
If you’d like to receive the Heights
Observer e-news, here are four easy
ways to subscribe for free:
• Go to our website, www.heightsobserver.org. Click “Get the e-newsletter” on the left-hand menu.
• Visit our Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/futureheights. Click “Enews signup” on the tabs at the top
of the page.
• Send a text message to 22828 that
says HTSOBSERVER.
• Scan the QR code in this column
with your smart phone.

®

440-463-7379
1001386.1

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

continued on page 3
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buildings will not fall.
But what about the actual hillside?
There was no answer. Requests by all
present at this meeting to see the soils
report were met with the same “proprietary” claim by the developer and Wong.
Wong’s cavalier attitude regarding
potential liability issues should this
hillside collapse, destroying property
and causing bodily harm, provoked my
concern. So I contacted construction
engineers with the Ohio Department of
Transportation, the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources, and the Northeast
Ohio Regional Sewer District, looking
for some agency with the authority to
ensure the safety of this hillside. The
response from each engineer was the
same—that we had to trust our leaders
to do the right thing.
One engineer laughed at the notion
of a “proprietary” soils report. He said
that it is the first thing any municipality will look at as part of a development
plan. Once anyone at the city sees the
report, it becomes a public document.
Hence, the contract this city’s leaders
entered into with Visconsi Companies.
At the BZA hearing, Wong assured
the board that the hillside was safe;
however, he has never seen the report.
The BZA, now concerned about possible
liability issues should this hillside collapse, asked Rothenberg to allow only the
board to see the soils report. Her answer
was that the city would not force the
developer to turn over this document.
Wong failed to mention these very
important details in his report to city
council in a follow-up to this hearing.
Yet Mayor Wilcox was present at the
hearing, and was also a council member
when the city entered into this agreement back in September 2013.
Our city leaders are playing a game
with public safety through legal chicanery. Council is entrusted with our
safety, welfare, morals and health, yet a
majority of our current council members
were party to an agreement that ignores
potentially substantial liability issues.
Enough! I want real representatives, not at-large council members who
obviously have no regard for our safety
or welfare. Sign my petition to create a
ward system for council representation
that will hopefully remove influence
and money that enables these types of
“development” practices. Contact me
at: Diane Hallum, Treasurer, Citizens
Leadership PAC, 216-691-9386, dhallum@earthlink.net.

Lydia Munnell

graders, designed to introduce them to
our corner of Greater Cleveland and
help them identify assets in their own
communities. Youths will connect in
Writing Outside the Box, a camp that
uses storytelling and visual arts to
explore public space and the way we
connect to others through the world
around us. Throughout this summer
and the coming year, LEI will provide
students with a place to write, draw,
perform and, most importantly, to
hear one another.
Hasan, a fourth-grader, recognized the importance of connection
when he wrote the following poem:

Visit Lake Erie Ink’s website right
now, and you’ll find a simple mission
statement: Lake Erie Ink (LEI) provides creative expression opportunities
and academic support to youth in the
Greater Cleveland community. And insofar as the Coventry-based nonprofit
has served more than 2,200 youths in
its on- and off-site programs this past
year, that’s true. Essential to what
LEI does, but absent from its mission
statement, is the inevitable byproduct of what happens when youth feel
supported and heard—Lake Erie Ink
connects people.
W hen I ca me to Nor t hea st
Ohio to attend college, I was little
more than a tourist here. While I
had a sense that I wanted to know
both Cleveland Heights and Greater
Cleveland better, my understanding
was peripheral. Outside the bounds of
campus, I had no community. When I
graduated in 2012 and was hired as an
AmeriCorps member at LEI, I got my
first glimpse at the kind of community
LEI offered—one facilitated by the
conviction that young people not only
have something to say, but also want
to hear others as much as they want
to be heard.
In the two years I’ve spent at LEI,
I’ve been able to witness all kinds
of connections. I’ve seen a full-time
writer connect with a fourth-grade boy
who devours books, but is convinced
he hates to write. They bonded over
stories and sometimes found a way to
write together. I’ve watched a Case
Western Reserve University freshman
ride the bus to our space twice a week
to be bombarded with questions about
college by a group of sixth-grade girls.
And I’ve seen a grandmother with a
passion for paper arts talk tattoos with
an illustration major from Cleveland
Institute of Art. When adults and
youth are given the opportunity to
write together in a supportive space,
they form connections that are sustained long after they’ve left that space
behind.
LEI has made more than 2,000
connections this year across nearly
30 communities, and as we kick off a
summer of programming, I look forward to the relationships that have yet
to form. They’ll form in camps, such
as the week-long Community Connections for third- through eighth-

Cartoon by David Cohen | Reprinted from Funny Times.

Diane Hallum
Cleveland Heights

Lake Erie Ink connects people

I’m in a different world, it is a world where
everybody is nice

and people don’t have to lock their doors
at night
and people don’t have to have enemies
where everybody knows others’ first names.
Well I name this fantasy world Hope
And it won’t be a fantasy forever.
LEI offers all kinds of chances to
make a connection this summer. For
more information visit www.lakeerieink.org.
Lydia Munnell is a Cleveland Heights
resident and has been coordinator of Lake
Erie Ink’s after-school program since 2012.
This fall she’ll begin a teaching assistantship and MFA program at Bowling Green
State University.

Let us transport you to another Land

REMOVAL

216-375-8371

MontgomeryTreeStump.com

Get back in the groove. Subscribe now.
24 pages of humor, politics and fun.
$26 for 12 monthly issues.
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Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to www.funnytimes.com
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Sharing leadership, finding solutions
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216-397-7671
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woodtraderframing.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

Susie Kaeser

Leadership is looming big in my
thinking these days as the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights school
district welcomes a new superintendent and as three other organizations
near and dear to my heart change
their executive directors. Leadership
is hard to get right.
In education, where so many individuals play a role in the success of
our children, it is crucial for our leaders to be able to motivate and engage
the team that is needed to achieve
our developmental goals for them.
School leaders need to be visionary
and decisive, but they also need to be
inclusive, respectful, engaged, patient
and trusting. They need to be collaborative! The typical hierarchical style
of big bureaucracies just doesn’t work
when your job is to motivate.
For the last several months I’ve
been part of a team convened by retiring Superintendent Nylajean McDaniel to work on parent and community
engagement as a meaningful part of
our district’s approach to education.
This surprising experience has been a
tutorial in collaborative leadership.
After lobbying the superintendent about the need for district
leadership to promote parent engagement in our schools, I was invited to
a brainstorming meeting with her
and staff members Laurie Chapman
and Jen Bennett, former classroom
teachers who now oversee a lot of professional development in the district.
I expected we would develop a plan
for convincing the staff that parent
engagement was important and then
leave it to the staff to make it happen.
McDaniel’s vision was quite different: Hold a parent-engagement
summit and get the full range of players involved in our schools in a room
to talk about what they would like to
see. The direction for the next steps
would flow from the summit and be
guided by participants who wanted to
help shape them. We brainstormed all
the community partners and school
personnel who would have a stake
in the topic and who should be included in this launch activity and
invited them.

Put your coolest
stuff where everyone
can admire it.

JULY SAVINGS
All Month Long
Sidewalk Sale 4th - 6th
Shop With Us for Sweet Savings
4th of July Weekend

Tommy’s

is a local independently
owned Cleveland Historical landmark
and award winning family Restaurant
celebrating our 40th year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life.
Stop in and see why we have become
so many family’s favorite place to dine.
Come on over, we’re open!
Sun—Thurs: 9am—9pm
Fri: 9am—10pm, Sat: 7:30am—10pm

JULY 16 - 22, 2014

Our Ever Popular Gambler Sale is Back
Spin the Wheel for the BEST Deal
Shop With Us All Month Long!
Extraordinary Savings Await

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights, former director of
Reaching Heights, and serves on the national board of Parents for Public Schools.

In the Heart of the Heights • 13410 Cedar Road
216.932.0039 ∙ info@bremec.com ∙ www.bremec.com

Heights Observer July 1, 2014

				

A second planning meeting included a principal and three other
community members invited to share
responsibility for progress. Chapman
and Bennett introduced a protocol
that would ensure that everyone
who attended the summit would
have a voice in exploring, from their
individual perspectives, the meaning
of positive engagement. The intent
was to make everyone an expert and a
relevant part of the solution. The evening would produce a way to frame
the issue, while building investment
in developing a direction for action.
The summit went off without
a hitch. The ideas expressed were
varied and magnificent. People—regardless of their roles in the school
community—said they wanted trust
and respect, collaboration and communication. More than 40 of the
85 participants signed up to form a
steering committee. Another round
of planning meetings, to prepare for
a July 19 follow-up to the summit, is
underway.
It strikes me that starting a problem-solving activity by structuring a
meaningful engagement process is a
way to share power and responsibility
and produce meaningful solutions.
Welcoming all voices is an effective
way to establish respect for differences and build a team. Exploring the
meaning of something that appears
obvious is an important prerequisite
to framing a problem, defining the
solution or establishing an action
plan.
There is no denying that the
superintendent has authority and
power, but she has used it to create
the space for others to bring their
skills, commitment, resources and
voices to the discussion. Oversight
of education in our school district
is her responsibility, but we all share
responsibility for its success. The
challenge is how to do it together.
I admire the superintendent for
having the courage to give up control
and trust the process.
Our schools are the location
where a diverse group of adults and
children converge. It’s an awkward
space where the opportunity for
mistrust abounds but the need for
trust is essential. The challenge is
how to find effective ways to pull
together the diverse players, needs,
expectations, experiences, skills and
aspirations so that something coherent—the best possible environment
for learning—emerges.
Despite my impatient temperament, I am thrilled to be part of a
developmental process being built
slowly and surely, using techniques
designed to build a team and to build
sensitivity to diverse perspectives
and assumptions. In the end I hope
we will have something that is solid
because we took the time to build
a firm foundation. I am starting to
trust the process.
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Noble Neighbors gather for first community event
On Saturday, June 7, 50 neighbors gathered to pick up litter, sweep and clean up
Noble Road sidewalks between Noble
Elementary School and Woodview Road
at the first “Noble Neighbors’ Pick Up
for Pride!” event. There were so many
volunteers with brooms, shovels and
grabbers that the group cleaned portions of Monticello Boulevard and some
side streets, too. Kids, young parents,
middle-aged adults and folks well into
retirement proudly picked up together.
Noble Neighbors (www.nobleneighbors.com) is a neighborhood organization
that started in January 2014 in a living
room on Montford Road. Friends and
neighbors of a woman who was brutally
and randomly attacked a week earlier
called for a meeting with police and city
representatives. The group has quickly
grown to five times its original size, and
just added 20 new members at its Pick
Up for Pride event.
Noble Neighbors has developed
into an action team of people who want
to see our neighborhoods along Noble
Road thrive in friendliness, beauty and
safety. We want to attract new homeowners to share our fondness for a great
place to raise a family and to grow old.
So many of the neighborhood churches
have embraced us that we have the
luxury of rotating our meeting places
among their buildings.
Noble Neighbors is creating events
that help foster community and safety.
Pick Up for Pride!—our first community event—was a resounding success.
In addition, several new street clubs
and block watches have formed in the
past four months. A “cash mob” to
support our Noble Road businesses is
in the works for late summer. Other
events and activities are in the planning
stages—all with the purpose of increasing the visibility of people who want to
work together to make this neighborhood flourish, and attracting others who
want to join us.
We are partnering with the city,
real estate professionals, business owners and others who are willing to invest
in our neighborhood’s revitalization.
We are marketing the features that attracted us to live here—our diversity,
which includes our newest neighbors,
the Nepalese refugees; our affordable
housing in a wide variety of styles; and
our tree-lined, walkable streets. Our

Wendy Partridge

Brenda H. May

Residents gathered together to spruce up Noble Road at the Pick Up for Pride! event.

playgrounds, library, churches, schools,
rich arts community, and neighborowned businesses make this neighborhood a great place to live.
Noble Neighbors is grateful to
the managers of CVS, on the corner
of Monticello Boulevard and Noble
Road, who donated bottled water, latex
gloves, garbage bags, and their corner
lawn space. Thanks also to the City of
Cleveland Heights, which donated Pick
Up for Pride! flyer printing and blue
recycling bags, and then carted away the
full garbage bags at the end of the event.
Several other Noble Road shop owners
joined us and expressed appreciation for
[our] caring about the business districts.
Noble Neighbors is, above all,
about being neighbors. We cherish our
diversity and we gladly join together to
help each other thrive. The word that
describes us best is—home. This is
home.

Brenda H. May co-leads Noble Neighbors
with founder Cynthia Griggins. Each has

Shore
Carpet II
216-531-9105

lived in the Noble area for decades and plans to
stay. Learn more at www.nobleneighbors.com.
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1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation
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*See Store For Details*
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recieve a discount!
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625 East 185th Street, Cleveland, OH 44119
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118 CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.5282
216.932.8227

L CAL
COFFEE
TASTES
BETTER
ROASTED IN THE 216
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

Illumination
AT WOODLAND TWILIGHT

Celebrating 30 Years of our Summer Benefit

Saturday, July 12
Gala and After Party starting at $175 per person
After Party $70

9550 Sperry Road • Kirtland, Ohio • holdenarb.org
HtsObs Benefit2014-final.indd 1
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University Heights News

UH hires community development coordinator

.......................

Finally, it’s
patio season!
Enjoy Luna’s fresh fare in the open air.
Luna uses the finest, all-natural ingredients
& bakes from scratch everyday. Come enjoy
a salad, crepe, or delicious dessert served
a la mode with Sweetie Fry ice cream.

.......................

Elizabeth “Libby” Ellis is the new community development coordinator for
the City of University Heights. Ellis,
whose first day on the job was May 19,
said that the city has had similar positions in the past, but that hers is an
expanded role.
“My goal is to advance the quality
of life in University Heights,” she said.
Her role includes both attracting new
businesses to the city and cultivating
and supporting the many small, local
businesses that are already located there.
She will work to cultivate financial support through grants and other means,
represent the mayor at community functions, build relationships and develop
new programs.
Ellis, who has a B.A. in political
science from Kent State University, has
a background in community development and nonprofit management. She
founded a nonprofit called First Step
Alliance in Cleveland and ran it for 10
years. The agency coordinated donations for organizations that help homeless people transition to a place of their
own. “It was innovative at the time, and
we grew into 28 member agencies, many
of which still exist,” she said.
Ellis lived in Cleveland Heights for
10 years, and her two daughters attended
Noble Elementary School. Her family
then moved to another city in Ohio and

...........
Patio open until
8pm every night!
2482 Fairmount Blvd
Cleve Hts, OH 44106
216 . 2 31. 8 5 8 5
lunabakerycafe.com

...........

Neff Landscaping

Full-service care for
your lawn and yard

• Spring Cleanup
• Weekly Mow & Trim
• Lawn & Landscape
Renovation/Installation
• Shrub & Bed Maintenance
• Lawn Treatment Programs
Call for a free consultation
Visit us online

35ars
yehe HTS

in t

(440) 449-3050 • NeffLandscaping.com

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Elizabeth “Libby” Ellis, economic development
coordinator for the City of University Heights.

then to Boston in 2006. A job opportunity with Oberlin College brought her
back to Northeast Ohio, and she was
thrilled when she learned of the chance
to work in University Heights.
“University Heights is a wonderful
place for young families to buy a house
and be part of a close-knit community.
We have safe neighborhoods and affordable houses. I am looking to expand the
amenities we already have and to help
University Heights continue to be a
great place to live,” she said.
Ellis said she is looking forward to
meeting business owners and residents.
Contact her at University Heights City
Hall at 216-932-7800, ext. 203 or eellis@
universityheights.com.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

Mobile app continued from page 1

residents, if it enhances services for residents, and if it helps us do our jobs better,
then I think it’s a good investment.”
Briley said the city will promote the
system through its magazine, Focus; its
cable-access television channel, Time
Warner Channel 20; postcard mailings
and social media. She anticipates that,
in its first year, the system will register
around 500 reports, which can be submitted anonymously. Any residents who
have difficulty understanding the app
can seek help at a Cleveland Heights
library.
Steve Barker, coordinator of CH’s
Division of Government Television, said
that the app builds on the existing city
response system to provide residents
with the assurance that their concerns
are being resolved.
“The need is to allow residents to more
easily let the city know about problems and
for the city to more easily address them,”
said Barker. “If they see something, we
think they should let us know.”
Barker said that the app could be
very useful in bringing issues to the attention of the city more quickly, as in
the hypothetical example of a resident
who notices a pothole.
“A person sees something that they
want to report, they go to the app,
and they hit submit request,” he said.
They can then take a picture of the

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

Do what
you love

Register today!
Summer classes begin Jul 28
Children’s classes available Jul 28–Aug 8
CIA’s Continuing Education program includes a wide range of
courses for adults and children in art and design taught by
accomplished faculty, in a dynamic, friendly and well-equipped
learning environment.

pothole, then the phone would either
automatically register their location or
they would manually enter an address,
followed by a brief description of the
problem.
The picture would be uploaded
and sent to CH City Hall, which would
confirm receipt of the report, forward it
to an appropriate official, and then dispatch agents to deal with the problem.
Afterward, a final notification would be
sent, informing the resident that the
issue had been resolved.
The Access Cleveland Heights app
mirrors similar efforts in Lakewood and
Davenport, Iowa, where Briley helped
to launch that city’s mobile app. She
said that the new initiative positions
Cleveland Heights as a leader among
peer cities.
“I think that we’re never afraid to
try things,” said Briley. “City apps aren’t
common. I don’t think they’re very common in our region, and so we’re happy
to be leaders on that front.”
“We’ll always be looking for ways to
use technology to make us more effective and efficient,” Briley said. “It really,
for me, is about improving communication and enhancing accessibility.”
Alastair Pearson, a Cleveland Heights resident and a 2014 Saint Ignatius graduate, will
attend Columbia University this fall.

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com
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University Heights News
university heights continued from page 1

rushed, and wanted more public input
before voting.
Infeld compared the costs associated with the new park to the cost of
building the Purvis Park pool 20 years
ago. That bond issue, which added $25
in property tax for each $100,000 in
home valuation, will be paid off in December 2014.
Infeld said the terms of the pro-

posed $1.8 million park bond issue
“would be for 15 years and would cost a
homeowner the same $25 per $100,000
valuation that they paid for the construction of the pool and playground
at Purvis Park.” The new bond issue
thus would maintain the city’s current
tax level by effectively extending the
expiring property tax previously used
to fund Purvis Park.
Bond issue funds would support the

development and construction of a park
on Fenwick Road, which would include
youth soccer fields, a gazebo, pavilions
and extensive green space. Plans and
sketches are posted on the city’s website
at www.universityheights.com.
Discussions about a park have unfolded since 2012. At a March 2012 UH
town meeting, the majority of residents
in attendance indicated, by a show of
hands, their support for purchasing
the former school property to create a
park. The next month, UH City Council
voted 6-1 to purchase the former school,
with then-Vice Mayor Frankie Goldberg
abstaining, citing a conflict of interest.
The purchase price was $600,000.
Subsequently, a UH citizen’s committee formed to determine the use of the
property. The city paid approximately
$230,000 for school building demolition
and asbestos abatement.
Council members cited a lack of
public and personal awareness of the
specifics of the legislation as their
motivation for delaying a final vote on
submitting the levy.
“Our duty is to ensure citizens are
fully informed about the costs of the
park,” said Councilwoman Pamela Cameron, whose comments were echoed by
Councilman Steven Sims.
“City council only recently became
aware of the cost of the park,” said Sims,
explaining that the city’s governing body
was reluctant to submit the levy to the
state without knowing exactly how the
final spending estimate had been determined.
“I think it should move ahead,” said
Infeld. “I don’t think it was rushed.”
Infeld spoke of how much time the

University Heights
City Council
meeting highlights

MAY 19, 2014
Councilwoman Nancy English was absent.
Public Comments
Residential house of worship: Harvey Morrison of White Road told council of a home at
the corner of University Parkway and Milton
Road that appears to be used as a house
of worship. The services and celebrations
can be very noisy and last until 11 p.m. or
later. A large number of cars are parked on
the property and on the adjacent streets.
An elderly and severely disabled neighbor
is unable to take actions to protect herself
from the noise. Morrison said he recalled
attending a gathering many years ago, when
police asked that it quiet down after 9 p.m.,
and isn’t sure why these gatherings are allowed to continue so much later than 9 p.m.
Mayor Susan Infeld noted that David Menn,
building commissioner, is aware of the situation and has been working to address it.
She asked Morrison to call the police any
time there is a disturbance.
Transfer of funds
Council authorized the transfer of funds from
the general fund to the street maintenance,
police pension and fire pension funds. The
pensions are paid out monthly and there
is a need to replenish the funds. The street
maintenance fund needs to be increased
in anticipation of the seasonal increase in
street repairs.
Purchasing policy
The recent financial audit found that the city
did not have a policy for blanket purchase
orders for ongoing purchases, such as
gasoline, chlorine for the pool, road salt,
etc. Larry Heiser, finance director, is in the
process of reviewing the city’s regulations
regarding purchasing, contracting and
bidding. The process was not a problem,
only the lack of formal policies. Councilman Steven Sims asked to insert language
supporting diversity and inclusion in all
procurements. Council agreed with adding the diversity language, but decided to
table the vote until the language could be
completed and standardized across procurement processes.
Sewer cleaning
Council authorized bid advertising for the
2014–15 catch basin, inlet sewer cleaning,
and sewer video program. This will be a
two-year contract to clean approximately
700 catch basins, and to clean and televise
approximately 150,000 linear feet of storm
and sanitary sewers. The city regularly
cleans one-third of the 1,000 storm sewers
each year. It uses television cameras to remotely inspect the sewer lines for damage.
The estimated cost will be $400,000 over
the two-year period.
LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.
JUNE 2, 2014
All council members were present.
Bond issue
Presented on first reading was a resolution
to submit to voters the question of issuing
$1.8 million of bonds for improving the
city’s park and recreational facilities by
constructing and equipping a public park at
the former Fuchs Mizrachi school site, and
other improvements. Mayor Infeld explained

Heights Observer July 1, 2014

that this proposal for the park was almost
identical to the process used to fund Purvis
Pool. Also, payments for the pool bond issue will be expiring at the end of 2014 and
payments for the new park would begin in
January 2015, with a rate equal to that of
the pool tax of approximately $25 a year
per $100,000 of value.
The issue was presented on emergency
in order to send it quickly to the board of
elections. However, several council members
felt rushed and expressed a need for more
public input. Mayor Infeld noted that town
hall meetings were scheduled to discuss the
future of the Wiley Middle School building,
but that a couple more could be scheduled
quickly. The issue could be presented again
at the next council meeting for approval.
However, if approval were postponed until
July or August, it would require a special
council meeting. The issue must go to the
board of elections by Aug. 6 in order to be
placed on the [November] ballot, and the
final ballot wording would still need to be
determined.
Because the resolution states “recreational facilities,” this bond issue might
provide funding for other recreation areas as
well as the former Fuchs Mizrachi property.
Fire hydrant maintenance
Fire Chief Douglas Zook announced that
fire hydrant flushing was completed and 21
hydrants required maintenance. Five of those
hydrants are out for repair or replacement by
the Cleveland Water Department.
Joe Ciuni, city engineer, said that some
hydrants had a problem of very low water
flow, but those lines are part of the Cleveland
Heights system, so Cleveland will not repair
those. Given the recent announcement that
Cleveland Heights is looking to return its
waterlines back to the City of Cleveland—a
process that could take two to three years—he
believes that Cleveland Heights will not be interested in making repairs to those hydrants.

Alastair Pearson, a Cleveland Heights resident and a 2014 Saint Ignatius graduate, will
attend Columbia University this fall. Kim
Sergio Inglis contributed to this article.

Company coming
this summer or fall?
We have cozy rooms and
spacious apartments for your out-of-town guests!
With rates starting at just $89/night*,
you can host that family reunion after all!

Kerwin Road paving
Ciuni announced that Kerwin Road will be
repaved this summer instead of Allison Road.

* plus tax. Complimentary continental breakfast and
parking in our underground garage included!

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

For reservations,
216-321-5400
or visit us online:
www.thealcazar.com

Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are
abstracted from LWV observers’
written reports. The summaries have
been edited and prepared by Anne
McFarland, Charlene Morse and
Maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail
postings of full reports, send an e-mail
to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join
through Google groups using “lwvchuh observer reports” as a search
phrase.
These reports contain member
observation and selected highlights
of public meetings and are not official
statements of the Heights Chapter
of the League of Women Voters
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must
accompany any redistribution of these
reports.

			

issue has already spent in the public
forum, the fact that taxes would not
be increased but instead maintained
at present levels, the investment the
city had already made in the property,
and academic research that suggests
property values increase when there is
a public park nearby.
To address the concerns expressed
by some council members and residents that the park plan was being
rushed, Mayor Infeld cited the original
2012 presentation on the park, which
she brought to the meeting, along
with the minutes of every subsequent
council meeting where the park was
discussed.
Infeld read a series of e-mails that
were largely supportive of the proposed
bond issue, but some residents in attendance expressed concerns about the
narrowness of the levy, in its focus only
on funding the new park; other possible
uses for the Fuchs Mizrachi space; the
city’s already high tax rate; and whether
extensive development was necessary
for the park to be functional. The majority of speakers, however, agreed that
it was time for council to proceed and
submit the issue to voters.
“We’re here either to have the bond
issue go forward or not,” said University
Heights resident Josie Pophal at the meeting. “We’ve been sitting on something for
two and a half years. We need to have the
green space developed. We need to put
something in place that will last.”

listed on the National Register of Historic Places

Conveniently located close to University Circle
at the top of Cedar Hill in Cleveland Heights’
vibrant Cedar Fairmount neighborhood

2450 Derbyshire Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
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Cleveland Heights News

Discover Cedar Fairmount Festival is Aug. 10
Kaye Lowe

Plans are progressing for Cedar Fairmount’s 13th annual festival, to be held
on Sunday, Aug. 10 from noon to 5 p.m.
This year, the festival committee has
added more entertainment and venues
to the event.
The musical lineup includes Cleveland Heights groups Eclectic Vision,
Blue Spruce Cats, The Spyder Stompers
with Sister Sugar Pie and Get Back Duo.
Scott Alan, who performs as the Island Doctor, will return after a four-year
absence to share his island-style music.
Musical Mark and Whipples the
Clown will be back to delight little ones.
The Cleveland Heights Church will

Roy Larick will present a lecture
and slide show entitled Archaeology
at the Alcazar: Finding Deep Time in
Your House and Neighborhood. Local
authors will appear at Appletree Books.
In all, more than 50 artists, crafters and
vendors are expected to participate, as will
many Cleveland Heights nonprofit groups.
This free family festival is made possible by donations from Cedar Fairmount
businesses and neighbors, the Cedar Fair-

convert the India Community Center
into a playland for kids, and Ten Thousand Villages and Open Doors will also
offer children’s activities.
There will be cupcake decorating at
Luna Bakery Café, and a wing-eating contest at Buffalo Wild Wings. Fifth Third
Bank is sponsoring a bounce house.
The popular Euclid Beach Rocket Car
will offer rides throughout the day, thanks to
Dave’s Market. Back by popular demand will
be the Batmobile, with Batman and Robin.
This year’s fair will include a pet section, where the Cleveland Animal Protective League will offer pet adoptions, and
where one will find treats and clothes
for pets. Cedar Hill Nursing Home is
sponsoring a pet parade at 2 p.m.

meeting highlights
MAY 19, 2014
All council members were present.
Chuck Miller and the Landmarks
Commission
Mayor Dennis Wilcox recognized Chuck Miller
for 18 years of service (1996–2014) on the
city’s Landmarks Commission. Wilcox praised
Miller’s dedication to historic preservation and
the unique heritage of [the] community.

city of cleveland heights

Public comment
Memorial Day poem: To honor Memorial
Day, Kathleen Cerveny, Cleveland Heights
poet laureate, read her poem inspired by
Liberty Row—nine miles of oak trees planted
in 1919, extending from Shaker Heights along
North Park Boulevard and Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard (which for years was known as
Liberty Boulevard). Each tree was planted with
a round, engraved bronze plaque embedded
in a cement base, honoring a soldier killed in
World War I.
Expenses without bidding
Tanisha Briley, city manager, reported on the
cost of 10 projects or purchases that cost less
than $50,000 each, which she is authorized to
pursue without a competitive bidding process.

A Fourth of July parade makes its way down Sycamore Road (then paved with bricks) in the 1920s.
This photo was selected by the Cleveland Heights Historical Society, a nonprofit organization dedicated
to preserving and promoting the diverse character and traditions of Cleveland Heights. For more information, and to view additional historical images, visit www.chhistory.org or www.facebook.com/
clevelandheightshistorical.

Shredding Day
The city’s Shredding Day on May 18 was so
successful the event will be repeated in the fall.

july –
it's hot.
oh, maybe you would prefer last winter.
just deal with it
and stop complaining.
pretend you're at the world cup in rio.

Motorcars Honda expansion
Council authorized an agreement with GMG
Cleveland LLC, for the sale of city-owned property to accommodate an expansion of Motorcars
Honda, and also authorized a loan to GMG
to assist with the acquisition of that property.
The purchase price for the property, including
$2,500 in closing costs, is $58,500. The city’s
loan to GMG is for $38,500, with a 3 percent
interest rate, after a $20,000 down payment.
The principal and interest will be due in a lump
sum of $42,750 on or before Dec. 31, 2018.
That amount will be reduced by the increased
income tax proceeds the city will collect each
year from GMG’s new employees, which will
result from the increased workforce made possible by the expansion of the Motorcars Honda
service department.

how much effort is it to
seek the shelter and comfort of
lopez?
patio is air-conditioned,
margaritas are waiting.
shrimp and grits,
puffy fish tacos … well
don't even ask!

Missing Persons Day
The first annual Cuyahoga County Missing Persons Day takes place on Sunday, May 25, at the
Old Courthouse, 1 West Lakeside Ave. in Cleveland. A memorial service will begin at 1 p.m.
The free event is meant to raise awareness about
missing persons and is sponsored by County
Executive Ed FitzGerald and Sheriff Frank Bova.
Visit http://missingpersonscuyahoga.org for
more information.

take a shower and
get in your car.
use good table manners.
we'll do the rest.
i promise.
cause –
when was the last time you did it?

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.
June 2, 2014
All council members were present.

trust us, you won't regret it.
love, craig & staff

Multifunction printer lease
Council authorized an agreement with MT
Business Technologies to lease and service 26
multifunction printers for the next four years at a
cost not to exceed $119,710. These will replace
many old scanners, printers and fax machines.

lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon
2196 lee road
beautiful downtown cleveland heights
216.932.9000
www.lopezonlee.com
				

Kaye Lowe is executive director of the Cedar
Fairmount Special Improvement District.

Cleveland Heights
City Council

Heights historical photo of the month
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mount Special Improvement District and
a grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.
Applications for artists, crafters,
and vendors are still being accepted.
For an application, or more information
about the festival, visit www.cedarfairmount.org or Cedar Fairmount’s festival
Facebook page, or call 216 791-3172.

Truck cab and chassis purchase
Council authorized an agreement with Rush
Truck Center for the acquisition of a truck cab
and chassis for the public works department,
at a cost not to exceed $93,838. The forestry
department will use the truck for removal of
8

trees and logs. A crane will be attached later.
Zoning variances
Council awarded zoning variances to:
• The Orleans Company, 14 through 17 Kenilworth Mews, to permit spacing between
two walls to be 15 feet where 29 feet is
required.
• Ben Kuester and Laura Cooperman, 12945
Cedar Road, to permit construction of three
enclosed parking spaces.
• James and Shelly Haas, 2656 Berkshire Road,
to permit a 6-foot-tall metal fence in a corner
side yard to surround a pool, set back 4 feet
from the Overlook Lane right-of-way. This was
amended to provide that the fence be kept
transparent before it was passed.
LGBT Pride Month
Council declared June 2014 to be Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Month.
Cleveland Heights will join many communities
and organizations across the United States to
celebrate LGBT pride and to recognize the
significance that LGBT Americans have made
throughout our nation’s history.
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funds
Council approved the following allocations of
CDBG funds:
• $16,500 to the Center for Families and Children for assistance with its Pinpoint Program
at the RapArt Center. The Pinpoint Alternative
While on Suspension Program is targeted to
middle school students who are suspended
from Cleveland Heights schools. The program’s objectives are to provide a positive,
structured environment for students while [they
are] suspended from school and to provide
support services, which will enable [them] to
make more positive life choices.
• $ 7,000 to the Cleveland Tenants Organization for assistance with its telephone
information services. The Cleveland Tenants
Organization provides advice and assistance
to tenants and landlords in Greater Cleveland
regarding housing matters.
• $9,460 to the Heights Emergency Food Center for the payment of operating expenses.
• $35,200 to the Heights Youth Club (HYC)
for assistance with its Project Learn: The
Educational Enhancement Program. HYC is
a nonprofit corporation with the mission to
provide a positive and safe environment for
youth to learn and develop skills related to
education, interpersonal growth and community involvement.
Hyde Park Avenue wins award
Mayor Dennis Wilcox congratulated the residents of Hyde Park Avenue for winning Channel
5’s Building A Better Neighborhood Award.
Meet the Police
The Meet the Police program held on the first
Thursday of each month will henceforth be
held at the police academy at Noble Road and
Monticello Boulevard.
LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
Note: YouTube videos of Cleveland Heights City
Council meetings may be accessed at youtube.
com/clevelandheightsoh.
Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.
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Community News
Teen poet Laureate continued from page 1

Each teen laureate will serve a
12-month period, from the end of
June to the beginning of May the
following year.
“I had done a lot of research on
poets laureate across the U.S. and
knew of several such positions,” said
Cerveny, via e-mail. “I knew how effective LEI is in working with young
people a nd how pa ssionate they
are about this work, and Amy was
enthusiastic from the very start. It
seemed a natural addition given the
city is the only one in Ohio to have a
poet laureate and Cleveland Heights
is such a literary and arts-rich community.”
Cerveny said that Halim was the
perfect choice for the city’s first poet
laureate: she is a fine poet, passionate
about the art and craft; she is “offthe-charts” enthusiastic about the
opportunity; she is eager to grow her
skills in the craft and in working in
the community; and she sees this opportunity as a help to her in moving
forward in her life.
Halim, who has lived in Cleveland Heights all her life and attended
Canterbury Elementary School and
Wiley Middle School before Heights
High, said she always liked poetry
and started writing about 8 or 9 years
ago, when her grandfather died.
“No one was really paying attention to ‘the child’ so I decided
to write down how I felt, and it just
happened to rhyme,” said Halim. “It
was my outlet so that I wasn’t keeping everything inside.”
Ha lim ser ved as president of

but said, “I’m going to keep writing
and performing so I can keep the
poetic juices f lowing.”
Halim said that, as teen poet
laureate, “I want to spread poetry—
not just performance poetr y, but
poetry to the younger kids. Some
kids are going through some really
tough stuff so if they have some way
to express themselves it will make
their lives a lot easier.”
Halim envisions poetry clubs for
boys and girls. “We’ll meet twice per
month and have a showcase to show
people in the community what we
have been working on. We’ll do some
collaboration with the boys and the
girls, and it will be really cool to have
all of the kids working together,” she
said. “They’ll have friends that will
last because they will become part of
something bigger.”
At the Ju ne 19 event, Ha l i m
read her poem “I’m a teenager.” She
said she wrote it during her senior
year of high school, when she was
facing many challenges. “It’s not
easy being a teenager, because times
have changed. I wrote it as a way
to express myself because that was
how I was feeling at the moment,
and it turned out to be useful in this
instance.”
Halim is eager to get started.
“I was so happy,” she said, recalling
her reaction when she found out she
had been selected teen poet laureate.
“I haven’t stopped smiling.”

Heights High’s Poetr y Club. She
began participating in poetry performances a couple of years ago, including the annual Teen Poetry Slam at
Heights Libraries and several events
at Lake Erie Ink, and got hooked.
“I got a name for myself, kind
of, a nd so people k now me a nd
it’s really cool,” Halim said. “It’s
just something that makes me feel
good, and hopefully what I’m saying
helps somebody else feel better and
they can relate to what I’m trying
to say.”
Halim said that she can often
write poems on request, as long as it
is something she has some experience
with. “Most things I can just be like,
OK. It might not be really good at
first, but then I always come back,
erase, fix, switch lines, and it will
turn into something,” she said.
She counts among her mentors
the poet Maya Angelou, who she said
she has loved since she was a child,
and local poets Phoenix Clouden and
Eric Odem, who she met at poetry
slams. And then there is Amy Rosenbluth. “Amy is really important,” said
Halim. “She keeps pushing me to
write and telling me that I can’t stop
writing.”
Halim plans to attend nursing
school, but has to wait until she is
old enough, next spring. This fall, she
will work to save money for school
and take classes at Tri-C to get some
prerequisites out of the way.
“I want to be a pediatric nurse. I
love kids and I do silly poems,” said
Halim. She doesn’t know exactly how
her poetry will fit in to her career,

UH summer
concerts move
to JCU campus
Kim Sergio Inglis

With the closing of Wiley Middle
S c ho ol , t he lon g t i me home of
University Heights’s annual free Summer
Concert Series, the city has moved this
summer’s performances to John Carroll
University, in front of Grasselli Library.
Concerts take place on Thursday
evenings at 7 p.m., through Aug. 14,
with the following performers scheduled for July and August:
July 3: University Heights Symphonic
Band*
July 10: Blue Lunch
July 17: The Sloppy Joe Band
July 24: Red Light Roxy
July 31: 730 Club*
Aug. 7: Yiddishe Cup Klezmer Band
Aug. 14: Ronnie Fiorentino
Concert dates marked with an asterisk (*) will feature an ice cream social as
part of the evening program.
Those attending are invited to bring
lawn chairs or blankets. In case of rain,
the concert will move inside to JCU’s
Dolan Science Center.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker
Farm Historic District in Cleveland Heights.

NOVEMBER | EARLY LEARNING CENTER

McMILLAN | EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Brand new facility co-located with
The Intergenerational School

4-Star Step Up to Quality rated center

Ages 3-5

18mo - PreK

EACH CENTER OFFERS

S. Taylor Rd

LEARNING BEGINS CLOSE TO HOME
Chester Ave

Full-day preschool programming focused on kindergarten
readiness and social emotional development

Lee Rd

NOVEMBER

Coven

Professional early childhood staff

JC John Carroll U
Fairmount Blvd

Inclusive setting for serving children with special needs

SL St. Luke’s Campus

Multiple payment options

216-325-9678

Cedar Rd

try Rd

CC Cleveland Clinic

McMILLAN

Shaker Blvd

DEBRA ANN NOVEMBER

McMILLAN

11327 Shaker Blvd. Cleveland, OH 44104
Suite 401W

1941 S. Taylor Rd. Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

CALL NOW TO ENROLL
Two quality Early Learning Centers in your neighborhood TheCentersOhio.org
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How HYC got its start

• Credit Cards
• Case Cash
• Open 7 Days
• Carry Out/Eat In
• Delivery (limited radius)

Irene (known as Renie) and Dave
Smith have made an indelible and
lasting contribution to the Cleveland
Heights and University Heights community. The Smiths were two of the
visionaries who, in 2004, decided
that young people in the community
needed a place to not only to hang
out and socialize but also to learn,
and take school and themselves seriously, in a safe and nourishing atmosphere.
Such a venture didn’t just happen.
Louise Westfall, the former minister
of Fairmount Presbyterian Church in
Cleveland Heights and co-founder of
the Heights Youth Club (HYC), and
Louisa and Bob Matthias, members
of the church and co-founders of
the club, had dreams for Cleveland
Heights children and teens.
They wanted to create a club with
an after-school program to improve
the lives of many young people in
this forward-thinking Cleveland suburb. But Westfall and the Matthiases
couldn’t accomplish this Herculean
task on their own.
Westfall asked Renie and Dave
Smith, also members of her congregation, to join the team, knowing that
the couple could make things happen.
Westfall understood the depth of
their devotion to the Heights community and, in particular, to its young
people. “I wanted the children in my
Cleveland Heights community to have
what my own grandchildren have: the
opportunity for personal growth, satisfaction and accomplishment,” Renie
said.
Between 2004 and 2007, the
founders raised $1 million in capital donations from major donors,
including Mal and Barbara Mixon,
who established a matching fund of
$100,000, which Fairmount Church
members matched in a just a few
months. Peter B. Lewis, John Drinko,
Renie and Dave Smith, the Bruening
Foundation, the Gund Foundation,
the Wean Foundation and the State
of Ohio contributed generously, as did
the City of Cleveland Heights, which
continues to support HYC. The Boys
and Girls Club of Cleveland pays for
65 percent of HYC’s operating costs.
Lee Weingart, a paid member of the
team, also brought in money from
many donors.
Everything was moving along
miraculously well, the Smiths recall,
with the Cleveland Heights Architectural Review Board and the Planning
Commission unanimously supporting
the plan. But neighbors of the church
building at the corner of Lee Road and
Washington Boulevard that was to be
home to HYC were worried—how
would these kids who would be heading to HYC affect the neighborhood?
Reacting to this concern, Cleveland
Heights City Council, the mayor and
the police chief momentarily stalled
these visionaries. Then Pastor Westfall asked her temporarily demoralized
group, “But what about the children?”
Once again in high gear, this ad

Traditional and Gourmet Pizza
Calzones, soups, pasta, subs, salads, wings, pizza
by the slice, authentic Italian gelato and more
Mention this ad for $2 off a large pizza or $1 off a large sub
(Not valid with any other offer)

2188 Murray Hill Road (at Cornell) • (216) 229-9050
www.LaPizzeriaLittleItaly.com

Mon-Thurs: 10:30am-10pm • Fri-Sat: 10:30am-Midnight • Sun: Noon-10pm

St. Alban’s Episcopal Community
www.saintalbanchurch.org

Worship
Wednesday
6 p.m. – Agape Community Meal (students welcome)
7 p.m. – Neo Monastic Evening Prayer
July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
Sunday
10 a.m. – Community Eucharist
July 6, 13, 20 and 27

2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard, Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

Arts & Crafts
Entertainers
Euclid Beach
Rocket Car
Batman
& Robin
Batmobile
Castle Bouncer
Pet Parade
Pony Rides
Sunday,
Music & Food
August 10th, 2014
And So Much More
noon - 5pm
Call 216.791.3172
or visit www.cedarfairmount.org
ElitE SponSorS:
Cedar Fairmount SID• Cedar Grandview Building
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture• Dave’s Supermarkets
Fifth Third Bank• Heights Center Building
Heights Medical Building• Future Heights
located starting on the Corner of Cedar and Fairmount rd., 2460 Fairmount Blvd. Cleveland Heights, oH 44106
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Renie and Dave Smith, among those who founded
the Heights Youth Club, continue their support as
members of the HYC Board of Directors.

hoc group, with its indomitable spirit,
moved ahead to deal with the city’s
concerns. Renie Smith, good with
people and knowledgeable about her
community, served as secretary of the
new organization.
She envisioned an annual fundraiser in the form of magical garden
parties—Summer Solstice parties—in
ten different parts of her eclectic
community to inform the residents
about the formation of a club where
all Cleveland Heights and University
Heights youth could gather. As secretary, Renie took voluminous minutes
of the progress of the ambitious project. As community liaison, she wrote
hundreds of letters asking for support
from people outside the Heights community.
At the same time, Bob Matthias
was managing the entire building renovation in 2006, and Louisa Matthias,
a seasoned math teacher, tutored kids
and willingly did anything that needed
doing to move the project forward.
Dave Smith, a successful businessman and treasurer for the committee,
headed the team that handled every
financial aspect: fundraising, managing the balance sheet, sending out
massive mailings for donations from a
staggeringly long mailing list he compiled, and writing individual thank you
notes.
Board members and community
luminaries, such as Jimmy O’Neill,
passionate HYC supporter and
Heights restaurateur, worked tirelessly to reach their goal of renovating
the church building to suit HYC‘s
needs.
Dave Smith said, “The reward
is the giving. It’s made us better
people—it’s filled up my retirement.”
In 2007, the doors of the Heights
Youth Club opened to all Cleveland
Heights and University Heights kids
—with Roscoe Morgan, the club’s executive director, standing and smiling
at the new entrance welcoming eager
children and teens.
HYC, located at 2065 Lee Road,
close to the high school, now offers
after-school programs for students in
in grades one through 12. At 2:30 p.m.
on school days, 70–90 club members
bury themselves in homework during
Power Hour, and receive help from
the tutors standing by.
Mary Krogness is an author and longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights. She now
resides in Cleveland.
www.heightsobserver.org

Community News

July 1-7 is Independents Week in the Heights
At its June 16 meeting, CH Cit y
Council passed a resolution declaring
July 1–7, 2014, Independents Week
in Cleveland Heights. Representatives of FutureHeights and Heights
Arts urged council to pass the resolution in remarks that preceded the
meeting.
Council Member Jeff Cor yell,
who introduced the resolution, said,
“Independents Week is a time to celebrate the independence of members
of our community and the entrepreneurial spirit represented by our local
independent businesses.”
Coryell added, “I want to emphasize that independent businesses help
preserve the uniqueness of our community and give Cleveland Heights
a stronger sense of place. Our independent businesses give back to the
community in goods and services,
time and talent, and the health of our
economy depends on the support of
businesses owned by the city’s friends
and residents.”
Coryell urged residents to “go
shop local and invest in our community by buying products and services
by independent businesses based right
here in Cleveland Heights.”
Mayor Dennis Wilcox thanked
residents of Cleveland Heights, saying, “They have shown time and time
again that they support our local busi-

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Clare Taft

Members of Cleveland Heights City Council voted on a resolution to declare July 1–7 Independents Week
in Cleveland Heights at the June 16 council meeting. From left, Council Member Jeff Coryell, holding a
Simply Charming T-shirt; Council Member Mary Dunbar, with a shirt from Parnell’s Pub; Vice Mayor
Cheryl Stephens, with one from Anatolia Café; Mayor Dennis Wilcox, with a Shawn Paul Salon shirt;
Council Member Jason Stein with one from The Tavern Company; Council Member Janine Boyd with The
Wine Spot’s shirt; and Council Member Melissa Yasinow with one from Sweetie Fry.

nesses.”
Shawn Paul Gustafson, owner of
Shawn Paul Salon in the Cedar Lee
Business District and a member of
the FutureHeights Board of Directors, said, “As a merchant, it is so
important to have the support of
the community, and in the Heights
we really get that. Local businesses
couldn’t survive without the support
of the community and those that are
leading us.”
Deanna Bremer Fisher, executive
director of FutureHeights, described
the community benefits of shopping
at locally owned, independent merchants, and encouraged residents to

make a conscious effort to shop at
local businesses.
“Studies have shown that each
dollar spent at a locally owned independent business returns three times
more money to our local economy
than one spent at a chain. The choices
our residents make about where to
spend their money are important to
ensuring we keep these businesses
that help define who we are and contribute to our sense of place,” she said.
Fisher invited residents to vote for
their favorite businesses in FutureHeights’s annual Best of the Heights
Awards contest. [See ballot below]
“The owner of each business that is

Best Home-Based Business
Best Carry Out Only
Best Hairstylist (individual’s name and place of business)
Best Barber (individual’s name and place of business)
Best New Business
Best University Heights Business
Best Cleveland Heights Business
Best Place for Sweet Treats

Best Customer Experience
Best Pizza
Best Bar, Pub or Tavern

Clare Taft is president of the FutureHeights
Board of Directors.

Cast your ballot
today for Best of
the Heights!
Complete this ballot or go online to:
www.futureheights.org

Deadline for ballot submission:
August 31, 2014

Best Family-Friendly Business

Please Note!
Voting is for Cleveland Heights and
University Heights localities only.

Best Curb Appeal

One ballot per person.

Best Clothing-Related Business

In order for your ballot to be counted,
you need to vote for at least half (11) of
the ballot categories and include your
name and contact information. Ballots
not meeting these requirements will be
considered invalid.

Best African-American-Owned Business
Best Pet-related Business

Best Live Entertainment

nominated receives a free ticket to
our Best of the Heights celebration
in September, where we announce the
winners of the contest and honor all
of our local businesses,” she said.
Greg Donley, a member of the
Heights Arts Board of Directors, said,
“Cleveland Heights is home to the arts
and there is all this creative energy
just waiting to burst out. Another part
of what makes this community unique
is all the independent local businesses,
and there is a whole stream of creativity going on there.”
Donley described Make Your
Mark, a new program of Heights Arts
that enables residents and business
owners to create a personalized stamp
that they can trade with each other.
“This was the brainchild of Rachel
Bernstein, our executive director,”
he said. “She realized that this is two
branches of the same thing—there’s
a great impulse to make great stuff in
Cleveland Heights.”
Independents Week is part of
a nationwide campaign facilitated
b y t h e A m e r i c a n I n d e p e n d e nt
Business Alliance. Learn more at
www.amiba.net. Visit www.futureheights.org and www.heightsarts.org to
learn more about these nonprofits and
their programs to support local businesses.

Most Enduring CH or UH Business

Mail your ballot to:
FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Best Food

Questions? Call 216-320-1423
Name:____________________________

Bonus Question: What New Business
Would You Like to See in the Heights?

Address:___________________________
__________________________________
Phone:____________________________

Best Healthy Eats

E-mail:____________________________

Best Automotive Business
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never lost her trademark brown curls,
she continued her gymnastics lessons and
made new friends wherever she went.
Her father, a technical author and
web design consultant, began blogging
his family’s experience with Rebecca’s
illness as soon as it began (at meyerweb.
com/eric/thoughts/), closing his very
first post with, “She is so small, and
so strong, and we are so scared.” His
fame in the technical world brought the
story a following of thousands from all
over the country and around the globe,
with people falling in virtual love with
the spunky and spirited daughter he
described so honestly in his entries.
Eric said the writing helped him
work through his own feelings, exercise
a small bit of control in a situation over
which they had so little, and deglamorize the world of childhood cancer.
“It’s not a movie tucked neatly into 90

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road,
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

minutes, with the swelling 80-piece
orchestra directed by John Williams
making it all a beautiful heartache. This
is real life and it’s ugly, it’s messy and it’s
painful,” he wrote.
Eric is quick to reject the hero label
so often given to those suffering a tragedy. “All the time people tell me and Kat,
‘I could never do what you’re doing,’ but
they could. You do it not because you’re
strong and not because you’re special.
You do it because you have to,” he said.
The Meyer family kept on doing
what they had to do, balancing the needs
of their children, giving Rebecca guidance
and limits despite her illness, maintaining
as normal a life as possible. The children
went to school and did their homework,
mixed in with playdates and special
events with their many loved ones.
In March, Carolyn honored her sister by shaving her head at the Cleveland
Heights St. Baldrick’s event, raising more
than $10,000 for childhood cancer research
and inspiring numerous classmates to do
the same, including three other fourthgrade girls who went bald in solidarity with
their friend. The event raised a recordbreaking $120,000 shaving 160 heads,
including those of 25 Fairfax students and
Rebecca’s teacher, Michael Heffern.
The event also marked one of the
last truly hopeful and happy times for
the Meyers. Four days later, an MRI
revealed a new tumor growing behind
Rebecca’s left eye. Doctors at the Clinic
and CHOP determined that surgery
could leave her severely brain damaged,
and viable options were slim to none.
Eric described his and Kat’s frustration
at learning how little there was to even
try at that point: “When you finish the
standard protocols, there just isn’t anything left. And the few studies that do

Audrey Busta Peck

Rebecca Meyer continued from page 1

Rebecca surrounded by her family: mother Kat, father Eric, sister Carolyn and brother Joshua.

exist are reactive instead of proactive,
so you don’t qualify until there’s already
a tumor threatening to kill your child.”
After several weeks of searching
and hoping and begging, Rebecca was
granted entry into a clinical trial at
the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh,
requiring thrice-weekly visits for an experimental drug everyone hoped would
prolong her life. But partway through
May, the spark they had known as Rebecca began to fade, her once boundless
energy slowly draining from her body.
The child who “never walked when she
could skip” was sleeping more and more
hours of the day, or sitting inert in a
stroller she’d long since outgrown. The
trial drug hadn’t worked.
Rebecca rallied for her sixth birthday party, an over-the-top joint affair
with her best friend Ruthie McFarland,
held on June 1. She even went to school,
still in her stroller, on June 5 to celebrate
her last day of kindergarten. Two days
later, on her sixth birthday, she died in
her purple-canopied bed, surrounded by
family and friends.
The reaction from the community,
both local and virtual, was swift and
widespread. The funeral service, held
at Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple,

UNFAIRLY TREATED

Concrete • Water Lines • Masonry
Waterproofing • Foundations

in your Housing Search?

vjexcavating.com
Call today for a free estimate!

440.725.2630

was awash in mourners clad in purple,
Rebecca’s favorite color, and trees along
Fairmount Boulevard were adorned
with purple ribbons. Rabbi Josh Caruso
honored “the bold and determined Little
Spark,” speaking of Rebecca’s “internal
awesomeness and epic fortitude.” Her
father eulogized her, bringing those assembled to both laughter and tears, and
her big sister Carolyn sang a medley of
Rebecca’s favorite songs, with grace, courage and poise well beyond her 10 years.
Facebook profile pictures were replaced with photographs of Rebecca, a
Twitter hashtag campaign was launched
and purple reigned on the Internet. The
family requested donations be made
to the St. Baldrick’s Foundation (www.
stbaldricks.org/fundraisers/mypage/539/2014),
which raised nearly $14,000 in the first
week after Rebecca’s death, or to the
Ronald McDonald House of Philadelphia
(www.philarmh.org).
When asked if there could be a silver
lining to any of this, Eric didn’t hesitate to
say that there’s always a silver lining. One
of the messages he and Kat have heard
repeatedly from readers is how Rebecca’s
story helped them realign their priorities.
“As soon as I finish writing this comment,
I’m going to log off the computer and
spend some quality time with my own
kids,” wrote one. The legacy of Rebecca
for those who knew the Meyers, and even
for those who didn’t, was that she led them
to focus on what matters most in their
own lives, primarily family and friends.
And that’s true for the Meyers as well.
As we wrapped up this interview, Eric was
being tugged into the house by a hungry
3-year-old Joshua who was asking for a
ketchup sandwich. “I’m still a father,” said
Eric, gently insisting that the sandwich
should have more than just ketchup.
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher lives in Cleveland
Heights with her husband Mark and her
sons Braedan and Austin, a two-time cancer
survivor. She is a public school advocate,
organizer of the Cleveland Heights St Baldrick’s head-shaving event, and blogger at
www.krissygallagher.wordpress.com.

is your First Stop to Resolution

Call: 216.321.6775

MEMBER OF

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance

For all your personal and
business insurance needs

The Fair Housing Law prohibits discrimination on the basis
of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, family status
and disability.
Without being aware, home seekers amay be
a denied
housing opportunities based on such things as the sound
of their voice.
Discrimination is often cleverly disguised with a smile
and a handshake instead of a slammed door.

An independent agent

Representing multiple A rated carriers
Dedicated to your unique needs
Rockefeller Center
Suite 203 3109 Mayfield Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

2222 North Taylor Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44112

www.KellerNational.com

www.heightscongress.org
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Helping children cope with loss HRRC searches for new leader
Shari Nacson

While adults experience grief as a
prolonged, deep sadness that incorporates shock, disbelief, anger and
acceptance (rarely in any orderly
pattern), children experience grief
in “bearable bits.” A child will seem
to bounce from intensity to levity. Somehow, thankfully, children
are self-propelled to keep being
kids, even in the face of painful
realities.
Experts sug gest following a
child’s lead in terms of how deeply
to talk about loss. The adult’s job
is to listen more, talk less. If your
child needs concrete answers, it is
sometimes helpful to use a medical
term to clarify the uniqueness of
the situation and to reassure that
other loved ones (and your child) are
healthy and safe.
How much of the sad details to
share depends on your child’s proximity to a loss. In situations within
your child’s geographic or social
radius, consider whether he or she
will hear comments from peers or
adults outside of the home. If so,
then it is best for the child to learn
about the event at home and from a
parent figure.
The “right time” to talk about
difficult subjects is when your child
is well-rested, has a full belly, is able
to concentrate, and when there is
time to be together after the talk.
Repeat back your child’s words
to clarify that you really understand
his or her ideas, questions and feelings. This respects your child and
helps you identify any misconceptions that need to be sorted out.
Present information in bearable bits.
Go easy on yourself if you feel like
you missed an opportunity or wish
you had used different words—kids
are open to do-overs, as needed. You
can always revisit the topic.
Repeated comments and circular
conversations may mean your child
needs a way to express big feelings.
Grab some plain paper and help your
child create a book about the loss.
Older children may benefit from
reading about loss.
All children benefit from rituals
that honor their loved one. Gardening, art, written remembrances, acts
of kindness, and condolence cards
are all activities that model for a

Susie Kaeser

child how to navigate the grieving
process while providing an active
way to process big feelings.
Increased crankiness and obstinacy, even with older children,
isn’t just a coincidence. Tantrums
and arguments are an expected way
to express something big that is on
a child’s mind. If your usual techniques are not helping to reduce the
intensity of your child’s behavior,
then you can assume that this big
sad/mad/angry feeling is behind the
troublesome behavior. After all,
what is more unfair or deserving of
argument than losing someone that
you love?
Children are not automatically
traumatized by exposure to loss,
particularly when they are helped
to feel and express what they need
to feel. Tricky things can be managed. Therapy is not required for
most families, but can be a helpful
resource if you have a particular
concern or need to find the right
words. Reach out—our community
has many helpful resources.

Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC)
has launched a search for an executive
director to advance its long-standing
focus on home maintenance for healthy
and diverse neighborhoods. This is
only the third time in 43 years that the
Cleveland Heights-based nonprofit has
changed leaders.
Rob Josey, HRRC board member,
and Shouresh Amir-Tahmasseb, president
of the HRRC Board of Directors, are
co-chairs of the search committee,
formed at the organization’s June 9 board
retreat, to find an effective leader who
embraces HRRC’s mission and core commitments to equity, empowerment and
sustainability.
Kathryn Lad retired as executive
director on June 13. During her eight-year
tenure, HRRC became a HUD-certified
housing counseling agency, adding programs to help homeowners manage the
housing crisis and to help prospective
homeowners become informed consumers. HRRC initiated the use of volunteer
instructors with specialized knowledge of
all aspects of home maintenance, offered
new programs for seniors, and expanded

Cleveland Heights resident Shari Nacson is a freelance editor and clinical
social worker in private practice, and a
child development specialist at Safe and
Sound Schools (www.safeandsoundschools.org). Along with colleague Devra
Adelstein, Nacson has donated her time
to lead discussion groups for Heights
families and professionals who have
known and cared for Rebecca Meyer and
her family.

services beyond Cleveland Heights.
“All of our services benefit neighborhoods,” said Lad. “The best way to ensure
a healthy and diverse community is to
give people the tools to care for their
homes and be responsible homeowners.”
“We are grateful for Kathryn’s innovations, and deep commitment to
our mission and our clients,” said AmirTahmasseb. “We understand that hiring
a new director is a rare and important
opportunity for us to refresh our efforts.
We must do this carefully.” HRRC will
hire an interim director in order to give
the organization time to conduct a thorough and thoughtful search.
“We are looking for an experienced
leader who will contribute to the future
of Cleveland Heights and the entire region by keeping our programs relevant to
the changing realities that homeowners
face in our communities” said Josey.
The deadline for applications is July
15. For more information about HRRC
and the executive director position, visit
www.hrrc-ch.org.
Susie Kaeser is a member of the HRRC
Board of Directors.

MJM Window Restoration
Why replace?
Your existing windows can work like new!
• Sticky windows
• Broken ropes

• Cracked glass
• Weather stripping

You’ll save thousands!
30 yrs. experience • Ask about our winter discount

(216) 321-7729 mjmwindowrestoration.com

Perry Auto Center

Joey’s Bistro Bar

Car Sales

Spend $40 Monday-Thursday

Buy Here Pay Here
0% interest
Warranties available
Body and mechanical
repairs financed
Interested in seeing the car?
We will bring it to you.

and get a $10 gift certificate when
you present this ad

Home-cooked Italian
food at its finest
Carry Out & Delivery Available
Full Service Catering and Private Parties

2195 Lee Road in Cleveland Heights
216-932-7777 • www.joeysbistrobar.com

(440)259-3125
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In 2006, the Jack, Joseph and Morton
Mandel Foundation, along with former Cleveland Mayor Michael White,
established a leadership training program for engaged neighborhood leaders.
The Neighborhood Leadership Development Program (NLDP) is a free, 15-session
community engagement training program
for residents of Cleveland and its inner
-ring suburbs.
“A large part of Cleveland’s future
depends on the strength of its neighborhoods,” said Michael R. White, NLDP
program director. “The Neighborhood
Leadership Development Program identifies, engages and trains leaders working to
improve their communities. Through an
intensive, nine-month program, NLDP
develops skills and abilities that will benefit its participants, their neighborhoods
and the city for years to come.”
Twenty committed individuals are
chosen for the NLDP program each year
through an application process. NLDP
seeks out individuals who are working on
projects within the City of Cleveland and
show a determination to make a positive
impact on their communities. Beginning
Sept. 6, the sessions will take place on
Saturdays at Trinity Commons located at
2230 Euclid Ave. in Cleveland.
NLDP presenters and facilitators are
leaders in the fields of nonprofit management, marketing, program planning,
fundraising and organizational leadership.
Every NLDP participant and NLDP
graduate has ongoing access to the services

of a program coach
who gives advice and
support tailored to
the needs of the individual.
NLDP currently has 120 graduates
who are working to
improve life in their Caitie Adams
communities. The work and interests
of NLDP graduates are varied. NLDP
graduates build and maintain community
gardens, work in community development organizations, support homeowners
through financial literacy programs, teach
computer skills to residents and build
playgrounds for children.
NLDP graduates are community
activists who work, volunteer, or do both,
in their communities. They have created
community kickball programs for youth,
provided services to those in need, worked
with the homeless and those facing reentry. NLDP graduates enrich their communities through arts and culture and as
advocates for housing rights.
Caitie Adams of Cleveland Heights is
one such graduate. She learned about NLDP
from an article about another Heights
native who graduated from the program.
Adams, who has a bachelor’s degree in
environmental studies and a master’s in
sociology, is passionate about environmental
sustainability, environmental justice and
social equality.
She came to NLDP with ideas for
developing an after-school program on
environmental stewardship and an urban
gardening project. “I want to work with

high school students so they can better
understand the impact of their everyday
actions on the environment,” said Adams.
“The program would provide education on
the environment and the local food movement.” Adams is a member of the Vital
Neighborhoods Working Group of Sustainable Cleveland 2019. She was drawn to
NLDP through her determination to make
a positive impact on the City of Cleveland.
“I really enjoyed meeting committed
leaders and being exposed to an amazing
network of community projects,” said

Adams. “The program helped build my
confidence and improved my ability to
relate to others, especially in conflict management. It taught me to take one step at
a time and face project issues head on and
not to become overwhelmed by it all.”
For more information and to request
an application, visit www.nldpcleveland.com
or call 216-776-6172.
Sandra Kluk is a a 30-year Heights resident and
program administrator for the Neighborhood
Leadership Development Program.

Charles Ramsey visits Coventry Village

courtesy Angela Hettrick

Sandra Kluk

courtesy Maria Kaiser

Cleveland leadership program seeks applicants for 2014

Charles Ramsey—the man who became famous last year after helping Amanda Berry, Gina
DeJesus and Michelle Knight escape from a decade of captivity—met fans and signed his new
book Dead Giveaway last month at Mac’s Backs Books on Coventry Road. Written with Randy
Nyerges, the book is published by Gray & Co., Publishers, which is owned by Cleveland Heights
resident David Gray. The book signing helped kick off “Local Tuesdays,” part of the Coventry
Village Summer Series of free events.

AN INVITATION TO

South Euclid United Church of Christ cordially invites
you to join members, neighbors and friends
in celebrating our new church home.

July 20, 2014
11:00 a.m.
Blended Worship Service
Pastor Courtney Clayton Jenkins
Senior Pastor and Teacher

South Euclid United Church of Christ
Formerly Euclid Avenue Congregational Church
4217 Bluestone Road (at Belvoir)
South Euclid, OH 44121
All are welcome to our diverse,
multi-racial, multi-cultural,
open and affirming congregation.

12:00 noon – 4 p.m.
Outdoor Celebration
Activities for all ages including
refreshments, music, displays,
inflatables, face painters,
games, storytellers, puppets,
stilt walkers and more!

Come as you are.

Pastor Courtney Clayton Jenkins, Senior Pastor and Teacher
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HRRC’s electrical repair course for women begins in July
Noble Road in Cleveland Heights. For
more information, visit www.hrrc-ch.
org/programs/home-how-to-for-women or
call at 216-381-6100, ext. 16.

Rebecca Stager

Becky Stager has been HRRC’s home repair education coordinator since 1989.Visit
www.hrrc-ch.org or call 216-381-6100 for
more information on programs and services.

The

Tavern

Company
Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine
Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30"

courtesy hrrc

Some people are afraid of electricity.
Past participants in Home Repair Resource Center’s (HRRC) Home HowTo women’s repair course, however,
have found that by understanding the
“mystery” of electricity, and learning
how to remain safe when doing electrical work, they can be confident trying
basic repairs.
Women are invited to enroll in the
upcoming Electrical Repairs course
module, consisting of eight workshops
held on Wednesday evenings, 7–9 p.m.,
July 30 through Sept. 17. Participants
will learn to replace switches and outlets,
run wires through walls, install 3-way
switches and GFCI outlets, put up ceiling fans, and more. The classes offer
ample opportunity to practice using the
tools and techniques required for many
common electrical projects. No previous
experience is required.
Regular tuition for the module is
$120 for Cleveland Heights residents,
and $150 for non-residents, with reduced rates for low-income participants, but a $20 early-bird discount
will apply to applications received by
July 2. The course emphasizes small-

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer
OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30

2013 participants Ann McCulloh and Jacquelyn Yancey watch instructor Jim Cline wire a switch.

group instruction, and enrollment is
limited to 18 women.
HRRC’s Home How-To women’s
repair course comprises four modules

(home maintenance, carpentry, electrical, and plumbing) that can be taken in
sequence or individually. Classes are
held at HRRC’s Learning Center, 2520

M-F Happy Hour 5–7 pm
Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm
Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs.
5–11pm Fri. and Sat.

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001

Nonprofit yoga
service organization
sponsors online
benefit auction
Kim Sergio Inglis

North American Gurukul (NAG), a
Cleveland Heights-based nonprofit organization, is sponsoring its sixth annual
Connect, Discover, Serve online auction. The auction runs through July 12.
For the fourth consecutive year, a
portion of the auction proceeds will
benefit the Heights Emergency Food
Center. The auction also helps to support NAG’s yoga service programs for
recovery centers, halfway houses, prisons and inner city schools.
Beverly Singh, founder and director of the Atma Center on Lee Road,
founded NAG in 2004, to support
awareness and growth of Satyananda
yoga throughout North America.
Auction items include a Viktor
Schreckengost Jazz plate, donated by
Heights resident Gene Schreckengost, a
print donated by Heights artist Michael
Greenwald, and gift cards donated by
Heights merchants.
For more information about the auction, and to view all the available items,
visit www.biddingforgood.com/northamericangurukul. For information about NAG,
visit www.northamericangurukul.org.
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker
Farm Historic District in Cleveland Heights.

Shop Local.
Heights Observer July 1, 2014

“Judson’s artist-in-residence program
connects mom with her love of music.”
—K.J. Montgomery, daughter of Judson assisted living resident Goldie Montgomery

Goldie Montgomery enjoyed a prolific career as an opera singer in
Cleveland during the 1950s. One of the gowns she wore when performing
for visiting dignitaries is now part of the Western Reserve Historical
Society’s permanent collection.
When the time came for her family to look at assisted living options, they
chose Judson Manor.
“The artist-in-residence program, where Cleveland Institute of Music students
live at Judson Manor, was a huge pull given mom’s background” says daughter
K. J. Montgomery. “As she adjusted to the environment, the welcoming staff
gently encouraged her to attend programs, while also respecting her privacy.
Knowing she has options and choices, she couldn’t be happier!”

For more information about Judson’s assisted living program,
please call (216) 791-2004 today.

			

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Assisted Living
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heights events

Gabe Schaffer

Summer events in the Heights
Summer in the Heights kicked off
with the annual University Heights
Memorial Day Parade. Other highlights so far include the Cleveland
Heights Chicken Coop Tour, Cleveland Heights Fun with Trucks Day,
movies at Coventry P.E.A.C.E.
Park and a Heights Foodies panel
discussion. Upload your summer
event photos and brief description
to www.heightsobserver.org.

Gabe Schaffer

Greg Bonanno

Chicken Coop Tour: Greg Uguccini and hen Maggie show off their coop.

Heights Foodies: Tommy Fello shares a story about his first day as a restaurateur.

Jason Stein

courtesy Angela Hetrick

Chicken Coop Tour: Ten Cleveland Heights families opened their backyards to the public on June 21 to show off their chicken
coops. Kira Cicerchi holds one of the Smith family’s hens, while her brother, Jonas, feeds the hen a piece of cracked corn.
See more photos at www.heights-chickeneers.com.

Fun With Trucks Day: (from left) Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon and Avi Stein with Investigator Jeff Mecklenburg and K-9 Officer Argos of the Cleveland
Heights Police Canine Unit.

Heights Observer July 1, 2014
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Virginia Stewart

Coventry Village: Hundreds of families attended a special free screening of Disney’s hit movie “Frozen” in Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park on Thursday,
June 12. This was the first movie in the Coventry Village Summer Free Movie Series. For a list of upcoming Thursday night movies in the park, go
to www.coventryvillage.org.

Jason Stein

Fun With Trucks Day: The Cleveland Heights
Police Department’s Bomb Squad shows off
its robot.

UH Memorial Day Parade: Crowds lined the
streets to see the Rocket Car and other local
favorites at the annual parade.

www.heightsobserver.org

heights events

July tours include Park Synagogue

courtesy bert stratton

life cycle

courtesy sarah wean

Heights Bicycle Coalition

Bargain hunters enjoyed an array of goods at the 2013 Grant Deming’s Forest Hill garage sale.

Grant Deming’s Forest Hill neighborhood
plans multi-home garage sale July 19
Sarah Wean

The Grant Deming’s Forest Hill
Historic District in Cleveland Heights
will host its second annual neighborhoodwide garage sale on Saturday, July
19, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. More than
40 homes participated in last year’s
sale, and again this year, bargains and
treasures await.
Maps will be available online at
www.grantdemingneighborhood.org/
garagesalemap and at all participating

houses—just look for balloons marking
sale locations.
Grant Deming’s Forest Hill Historic District is bordered by Coventry,
Lee and Cedar roads, and Lincoln
Boulevard in Cleveland Heights.
For more information about the sale
and the neighborhood visit www.grantdemingneighborhood.org.
Sarah Wean lives in Grant Deming’s
Forest Hill Historic District.

The Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC)
continues its series of Freewheelin’
Wednesday Rides with a kid-themed
ride on July 2, a pub-crawl ride on
July 16, and a special visit to Park
Sy nagog ue on July 30. A ll HBC
Freewheelin’ Wednesday rides start
at the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Arch at
6:30 p.m. Bring a helmet.
The Park Synagogue ride combines a bit of outdoor recreation with
information about history and architecture. Ellen Petler, membership and
program director at the synagogue,
will show the group around. Families
are welcome.
Park Synagogue was designed by
architect Eric Mendelsohn, who grew
up in Germany and designed some
of the modern Berlin department
store s t h at were b om b ed d u r ing World War II. He left Germany in 1933 and moved
to England, then Israel, where he
designed some buildings in Tel Aviv.
He ultimately moved to San Francisco, but designed only a handful of
buildings in America, mostly temples.
Park Synagogue is a 1950 building
that makes many national lists of

Park Synagogue is located on Mayfield Road.

distinguished architecture. There
is no stained glass in the sanctuary,
as Mendelsohn wanted the worshippers to see the natural beauty of
the park-like setting while they
prayed. A portion of Dugway Brook
runs through the synagogue property.
The HBC outing will circumscribe the grounds by bicycle, then
participants will go into the sanctuary. The bike tour is led by Cleveland
Heights residents Bert and Alice
Stratton. The outing ends at approximately 8 p.m.
Visit www.bikesintheheights.org
for August events and other HBC
information.
The Heights Bicycle Coalition was formed
in 2010 to make the Heights area more
bicycle friendly. The group’s mission is
to educate and encourage citizens to use
bicycles as a sustainable and healthy
form of transportation and recreation.
And . . . to have fun!

The Most Beautiful Place to Learn Music in Cleveland

Fall Classes: RegisteR Now
Course Catalogs & online registration available
for Fall 2014 and Spring 2015 offerings
Visit us online at
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

music lessons &
music therapy
for ALL AGES
Register Now!

Join us for the Bop Stop Grand Opening
Sunday, July 13, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
2920 Detroit Ave., Ohio City 44113

EARLY CHILDHOOD - MUSIC THERAPY - MUSIC INSTRUCTION
Programs are generously funded by:

Registration: www.TheMusicSettlement.org
or call (216) 421-5806 xt. 100
The Music Settlement, 11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland 44106

Heights Observer July 1, 2014
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Free summer meals for kids
Angee Shaker

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District is participating in the Ohio Department of
Education’s Seamless Summer Feeding Program. Through Aug. 13, free
breakfast and lunch is available for
any child 18 or younger, at the following locations and times:
Boulevard Elementary School, 1749
Lee Road: 8:30–9:30 a.m., and 11:45
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cleveland Heights High School,
13263 Cedar Road: 7:30–9 a.m., and
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Board of Education

Clevela nd Heights Recreation
Center, 1 Monticello Blvd.: 8:40–9:10
a.m., and 11:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m.
Fairfax Elementary School, 3150
Fairfax Road: 7:45–9 a.m., and 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Noble Elementary School, 1293
Ardoon Street: 8:30–9:30 a.m., and
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Oxford Elementary School, 939
Quilliams Road: 8:30–9:30 a.m., and
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.

meeting highlights
MAY 20, 2014
All board members were present.
Race to the Top
The board approved the Race to the Top
fifth-year no-cost extension. No funding will
be received, but the program can continue.
Chinese 1 and 2
There was a first reading of the Chinese 1 and
2 course modification for the 2014–15 school
year. Some students from Roxboro Elementary
School would like to continue with the Chinese
course in middle school.

Angee Shaker is director of communications for Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District.

When you advertise in the Observer, your money
stays in the community
2014
Heights Summer

Facilities and University Heights
The board wants to cooperate with the City
of University Heights in the upcoming facilities
operations changes.

fabric
sewing patterns
ribbon
and inspiration!

Community meeting
The board held a community meeting at Wiley Middle School to discuss the transition of
Heights High to Wiley. Topics included the facilities timeline for the high school and middle
school, Wiley capacity, changes in modular
classrooms, student safety and security, routes
and transport to and from school, traffic
patterns, career and technical education,
extracurricular activities, and building design.

Sunday, July 20th 2014
10:00am - 5:00pm

Park Synagogue Main • 3300 Mayfield Rd.

The fabric and sewing boutique
in Historic Lit tle Italy, Cleveland

(Kangesser Ballroom)

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Love Shopping Local Handmade Artists & Crafters?
Come celebrate summer and shop nearly 100 handmade juried
artists and crafters at our newest show location!

Open Wednesday – Friday 12-5 pm
Saturday 12-4 pm

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

ADMISSION IS $3.00, CHILDREN UNDER 12 ARE FREE.
Free parking and a portion of proceeds is donated to
the Cleveland Animal Protective League!

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio

440-227-8794

boltandspool.com

JUNE 3, 2014
All board members were present.

216.229.2220

www.avantgardeshows.com

Ohio constitutional changes
Teacher Ari Klein reported that the Ohio
legislature has changed* the wording in the
Ohio Constitution to remove “thorough and
efficient” regarding the education that the
state is responsible for providing [to] Ohio’s
public school students. The teachers’ union
has passed a resolution urging that the
wording be put back; teachers are seeking
support for their resolution from other bodies
and the general public.

New Location Show Special:

Present this Ad, Receive $1 off Admission!

Drop by

New Summer Hours
Open Sundays too!

Tuesday 10 - 6:00
Wednesday 10 - 6:00
Thursday 10 - 6:00
Friday 10 - 7:00
Saturday 10 - 5:00
Sunday 11 - 4:00

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

(216) 392-1335

Look for the A+ logo

[*LWV Editor’s note: The Ohio legislature
has no authority to change the constitution without voter consent. However, the
Ohio legislature has established the Ohio
Constitutional Modernization Commission
(OCMC), which is hearing recommendations for revision of the Ohio Constitution.
Members of the public can provide input
to the OCMC by letters, at scheduled
hearings, or through the OCMC website at www.ocmc.ohio.gov/ocmc/home,
where more information can be found. All
recommendations made by the OCMC will
ultimately be placed on the ballot.]

2254 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts
(216) 321-1296

class1pavers@sbcglobal.net

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers
•
•
•
•

Residential Driveways
• Roofing
Asphalt/Concrete/Masonry • Sealcoating
Kitchens & Baths
• Siding & Windows
Sit-In Tubs/Handicap Showers our specialty

Ask for Gary or Mike
(216) 392-1335

Need money?
Great Financing

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Road
www.class1pavers.com

Race to the Top
Joseph Micheller, director of curriculum and
instruction, reported that the district’s unused
federal Race to the Top funds have been
approved for ongoing district use in teacher
development.
Civic Leadership Institute
Superintendent Nylajean McDaniel
reported on a first-ring suburban superintendents’ initiative to increase student leadership opportunities in Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights, Euclid and Fairview Park
school districts. Anne Marie Grassi, Open
Doors executive director, and three Heights
students enthusiastically described their
experiences with the newly developed Civic
Leadership Institute.

Saturday July 19, 2014 @9AM
at Forest Hill Park
2370 Lee Blvd, Cleveland Hts, OH

Cost: $20 Pre-registered online
$25 Race-day Registration
All proceeds go to:

Minority Student Achievement
Network (MSAN)
Demographic data indicates that the district
is 73 percent African American, 17 percent
Caucasian, 5 percent multiracial, 2.4 percent

Register Online:

w w w . t h u n d e r r u n . o r g

info@thunderrun.org
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Hispanic, and 1.4 percent Asian, but the
identified gifted population is only 40 percent
African American. MSAN consultant Renee
Cavor claims this situation is beyond statistical
chance. Allison Byrd, district director of data,
research and assessment, stated that white
students are four to five times more likely to
be identified as gifted than African-American
students in CH-UH. Cavor stated that, according to an equity allowance formula, this
data shows a subjective bias, and that at least
60 percent of the district’s African-American
students should be identified as gifted. She
stated that MSAN commits CH-UH, Euclid
and Fairview Park districts to address the
disproportionality. She recommended teacher
development relative to culturally relevant
pedagogy. The superintendent recommended
that a more detailed presentation be given to
the board at a future meeting.
Leadership program for athletes
The TigerUp program to be implemented this
fall is designed to develop student athletes
who will represent the district well throughout
the community. Freshman athletes will attend
three Triple Impact Tiger workshops in which
they make a commitment to themselves, their
team and the community. Coaches will attend workshops on incorporating TigerUp
principles in their coaching, and athletes’
parents will attend a workshop. An athletes’
Leadership Advisory Council will be created.
Consideration is being given to a drug-testing
component with the goal of making CH-UH a
drug-free school system.
Superintendent appointment
The board approved the appointment of
Talisa Dixon as superintendent, with a contract
beginning Aug. 1, 2014 and ending July
31, 2017, at a salary of $157,000. Board
members approved extended transition time
of up to 30 days before Aug. 1 for the new
superintendent.
Heights High Enabling Project
The board approved a change order to the
Heights High Enabling Project for necessary
work to prepare Monticello and Roxboro
middle schools to function during the transition
before their renovation. The work includes
roofing, plumbing repairs, parking lot repairs
and minor classroom modifications.
St. Clare School
The board approved a resolution declaring
transportation to St. Clare School impractical
[because] there are never more than six St.
Clare students riding the bus.
Program requirements
Board member Eric Silverman requested
detailed comparisons of CH-UH course offerings to those of neighboring districts for
discussion at the June 17 work session on
how the facilities design correlates to program
requirements.
Facilities Accountability Committee
vacancy
Board president Ron Register announced a
vacancy on the Facilities Accountability Committee, which should be filled by a teacher
who lives in University Heights.
LWV Observer: Nancy Dietrich.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

www.heightsobserver.org
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ing a difference in
their community.”
Quintana told
the audience,
which included
Of f icer West ’s
mother and sister,
that, like Officer
West, Cameron
Steele’s interest
in becoming a police officer started
when he was very
young. Teachers
Dawn Quintana, Officer Sean Hinkle, Michael Kowalski, Cameron Steele
describe Steele as and Kamile Harris.
charismatic and
He plans to attend Lakeland Commuinspiring, and a natural leader who seeks nity College in the fall.
to be a positive role model for others.
Those who know him describe
Steele works at the Boys and Girls Michael Kowalski as a hardworkClub mentoring children of all ages, i n g , d i l i g e n t , d e p e n d a b l e a n d
and is part of the Keystone Leader- t h o u g ht f u l y o u n g m a n w h o i s
ship Group, using his sense of humor passionate about academics, athletics,
to diffuse intense situations. In his es- his communit y and law enforcesay, Steele wrote about the encourage- ment. Last June, Kowalski attended a
ment he received from his grandfather. one-week session with the Ohio State
Highway Patrol Academy as a junior
cadet.
Kowalski has come to appreciate
that law enforcement is about help-

Lita Gonzalez

Cleveland Heights High School held
its annual Senior Awards Night on
May 28. Among the seniors receiving
local, state and national scholarship
awards were the recipients of the 2014
Officer Jason D. West Memorial Scholarship: Michael Kowalski and Cameron
Steele.
“This year’s class did not make
it easy for the scholarship selection
committee,” commented committee
member Dawn Quintana, who made
the presentations along with CH Police
Officer Sean Hinkle, and Kamille Harris, the 2011 West Memorial Scholarship
award recipient.
“Eleven outstanding students submitted applications, and in the end the
committee decided to award two scholarships,” said Quintana. “ We feel that these
two students exemplify Officer West’s
leadership and dedication, and see a career in law enforcement as a way of mak-

Gearity principal resigns; search for
new principal is underway
Michele Eva ns,
principal of Gearity Professional Development School,
announced that she
will be leaving the
Cleveland HeightsMichele Evans
University Heights
City School District and accepting
a position with the Wadsworth City
School District.
Nylajean McDaniel, CH-UH superintendent, said, “Dr. Evans has been a
strong and steady leader for the Gearity Professional Development School
community and she will be missed. We
wish her all the best in her new position,
and we thank her for her hard work and
success.”
“Saying goodbye to my students,
staff and families has been very hard;
I’ve been fortunate to work with such
great people. I wish the Gearity family
all the best and will do everything I can
to help the new principal, once selected,
transition into Gearity,” stated Evans.
“Our district is committed to finding
a new principal who will continue to
build on the great work that Dr. Evans
has done with the Gearity staff, students

courtesy ch-uh city school district

Camilla Welsh

and families,” said Angee Shaker, CHUH communications and engagement
director. “We will seek and include the
insights and opinions of parents, staff
and residents as we interview candidates
to be Gearity’s next leader. We are looking forward to ensuring a smooth transition for the students, staff and parents
of Gearity.”
The open position of Gearity Professional Development School principal
will be posted immediately. Once applications for the position have been
received, the district’s department of
human resources and a team of administrators will narrow the candidates down
to three.
Gearity staff and community members will be invited to a round of interviews with those final candidates, and
will have an opportunity to ask questions in an open forum. Participants
will be asked to fill out an interview
reflection sheet. Responses will be used
to help with the final selection, which
will be made by Talisa Dixon, incoming
district superintendent.

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Alex Quintana

Two students receive the 2014 Officer Jason D. West Memorial Scholarship
ing people. He participates in various
school activities and is a member of the
high school lacrosse team. He plans to
attend Ohio University in the fall.
Both young men passed the Ohio
Peace Officer Training Academy certification course.
In 2008, CH residents and business ow ners, a long w ith fa m i ly,
friends and fellow officers, established
the Officer Jason D. West Memorial Scholarship Fund as a way of
honoring his memory. Responding to
a disturbance call on May 26, 2007,
West was killed in the line of duty.
This year, the city will rename a
section of Cedar Road—from Lee Road
to Cottage Grove Drive—in honor of
Officer West.
Contr ibutions to the f u nd
c a n b e m a i l e d to T he O f f icer
Jason D. West Memorial Scholarship
Fund; c/o The Treasurer’s Office, CHUH City School District; 2155 Miramar
Blvd.; University Heights, OH 44118.
Lita Gonzalez is co-chair and founding member of the Officer Jason D. West Memorial
Scholarship Fund.

Be Re-Mark-able!
	
  

Camilla Welsch is the communications and
community engagement department assistant
for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.

Join Make Your Mark for the Arts, the new communitywide project that brings together the arts and local businesses
through a “stamp your passport” activity June 1–September 30.
Visit heightsarts.org/MakeYourMark to find out how to
create your stamp and where to leave your mark through the
Heights business communities. Sign up online for a stamp-making
workshop led by a professional artist for $15 (free for Heights Arts
members).

Join Us for sUmmer Worship
Sunday Mornings

Special bluegrass worship at 9 a.m.
July 27 & August 24

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Communion on the Lawn
10:15 a.m.
Holy Eucharist (1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays)
Morning Prayer (2nd, 4th Sundays)

Heights Observer July 1, 2014

Unable to attend a workshop? DIY kits are available!
Visit Heightsarts.org or call 216-371-3457 for more info.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights

(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org
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Running the numbers: big data not just for big companies
Julia Murphy

In August 2012 and April 2013, the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Public Library conducted major studies of community demographics and
customers’ experiences. The library
used data from those studies to make
decisions about library services.
The information, such as
w h ic h nei g h b orho o d s h a ve t he
h i g he st nu m b er of y ou n g c h i l d ren , a nd wh ich bra nches h a ve
the highest circulation rates per
capita, has been used to make decisions about children’s programs and
the allotment of branch hours.
What some people might not know
is that, in addition to those large studies, the library gathers data constantly,
utilizing door counters, program
attendance, surveys, website visits,
e-blast reports, Web link clicks and
circulation statistics. For example,
CollectionHQ, which the librar y
recently purchased, is a computer program that uses circulation statistics to
help librarians decide which new ma-

privacy. Everything collected is
a n on y m o u s . T h e l i br a r y
doesn’t share information
about who wa l ks i nto
the bu i ld i ng s, what
books they borrow,
or what programs
t he y at tend .”
The librar y
collects data that
w il l specif ica l ly
help to better
ser ve its visitors
and users. This data
helps each branch
cater to its micro-community, dictate how to
spend its budget, and act as
an advocacy tool to tell a
library’s story.
“It may be a lot of information, but information
is what the librar y is a l l about,”
said Levin.

terials to purchase and where to locate
them. The program’s ability to help
focus the collection could potentially
save the system up to $170,000 per
year, which could be used to buy more
materials.
Another example of data-driven
decision making comes from library
program statistics. A few years ago,
the library was considering whether
to discontinue the printed version
of the Check Us Out program guide,
but statistics showed that the quarterly guide was the primary way that
residents learned about library programs. In 2013, 31 percent of library
program participants heard about the
programs through the guide, so Check
Us Out lives on in printed form.
“Is it alarming how much information the library is able to glean? I
can understand why some customers
may think so,” said Nancy Levin,
Heights Libraries director. “We do
live in the era of ‘big data,’ but rest
assured, public libraries are the front
lines of protecting not only your
intellectual freedom but your right to

FIFTH ANNUAL

FBC FARMERS MARKET
Local, Sustainable, Whole Food For Sale Weekly
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
LL_HO.0612DB_Ad:Layout
1 5/21/12
PM Page 1
3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker 1:23
Heights
216-932-7480
Wednesdays 4:00—7:00 pm - June 4 — September 24

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this summer!
We’ve renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.
• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations
• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services
Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

More stories online at
www.heightsobserver.org

Julia Murphy is the marketing assistant
for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library.

Library offers new digital
streaming service
Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library is offering a
new, free streaming digital service
for mobile and online access. Called
Hoopla Digital, the service offers
library card holders instant access to
thousands of movies, television shows,
music albums and audiobooks.
Customers can instantly stream
or temporarily download material to
smartphones, tablets and computers.
“More and more of our customers
are getting used to streaming digital
media with services like Netflix, Pandora and Spotify, just to name a few,”
said Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries director. “Hoopla offered us an easy way
to keep up with their changing needs.”
Customers will be allowed 10 downloads per library card each month. A
music album counts as one download,
as does one television episode.

Much like an e-book, the digital file
“disappears” once the loan period has
ended. Videos are available for three
days, music files for seven days and
audiobooks for 21 days.
Customers with barred or blocked
accounts, or with an account in collections, will be prohibited from using the
service until their accounts are cleared.
Users must have a valid e-mail address.
Levin said customers who prefer
DVDs and CDs need not worry. “Ebooks haven’t replaced bound books,
and Hoopla won’t replace our DVDs
and CDs,” she said. “Digital streaming
just gives us one more way to serve our
customers.”
To register for Hoopla Digital,
or for more information, visit www.
heightslibrary.org.
Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community relations manager for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

Come
Celebrat
Christmas in July

e

sale valid july 15 - 25, 2014

216.321.7889  216.421.8380
www.qbds.net

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
				

SUMMER HOURS
tues 8 am - 9 pm
wed 8 am - 9 pm
thurs 8 am - 9 pm
fri 8 am - 6 pm
sat 8 am - 4 pm
sun coming soon!

25% off all gift
certificate purchases over $1,000

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.
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Data compiled from 2013 program surveys shows
where participants heard about the programs
they attended.

2200 South Taylor Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

20

www.heightsobserver.org

heights library

Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library Board
meeting highlights
MAY 19, 2014
Board Member Abby Botnick was absent.

Ohio Auditor State Award
The library was one of the 5 percent of Ohio
governmental offices to receive the Ohio
Auditor of State Award of Distinction for 2012,
and it also received assurance that it is on track
for the same designation in 2014 [for its 2013
financial audit].
Initiative for technology training
The American Librar y Association has
identified the digital divide as impacting
the ability of all citizens to acquire basic
technology skills. The library is increasing its
technology training department and will add a
mobile technology lab to circulate among the
branches. The board approved the purchase
of items for the mobile lab in the amount of
$20,144.
The board approved the appointment of
Jacqueline (Jackie) L. Mayse as a full-time
technology trainer. Mayse has been working as a part-time technology trainer since
August 2013.
Library levy exploration
The library’s last levy was in 2008, and the
board resolved to begin exploration of a
levy for general operating expenses as early
as May 2015, with funds not collected until
2016. Board discussion centered on the fact
that one-third of the library’s funding is from the
State of Ohio while two-thirds is from the community. State funding remains at 1996 levels,
and state tax collection is not as reliable as in
prior years. Board Member Jim Posch stated
that [restoring] hours to the Coventry Village
Library could result from additional funds.
Because the library is a school district
library, the school board would have to approve a levy request.
April public service highlights:
• In partnership with the library, the Heights
Community Congress presented Under-

standing the Fair Housing Act.
• The Arts for Wellness series for cancer
survivors, patients and families continued
with Poetry as Prayer. University Hospitals
Seidman Cancer Center, the Livestrong
Foundation and the Creative Center presented this series.
• Maggie Kinney, youth services librarian,
designed six bookmarks for use in the
Early Literacy Project. Victor Cimperman
provided colorful graphics.
• Coventry’s Seed Library had 45 family and
individual members in its first month.
• An audience of 60 heard Akron author
David Giffels (The Hard Way on Purpose)
speak at the April Cedar-Coventry Author
Series at Coventry Village Library.
• The seventh annual crossword competition
was held at the Lee Road Library.
• Kathy Franzinger, Youth Services Associate, oversaw the NCAA-style tournament
for picture books, Picture Book Madness,
which had 51 participants.

courtesy sheryl banks

Note: There was no April board meeting due
to lack of a quorum.

Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries director (left), and Jana Nassif, Heights Libraries fiscal officer (center),
receive the Auditor of State Award with Distinction from Michelle Stys.

Heights Libraries receives state
award for financial reporting
Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library received the
State of Ohio Auditor of State Award
with Distinction for its 2012 financial
audit.
The award is given to government
entities that file a comprehensive
annual financial report (CAFR) and
other financial reports with the State
of Ohio, and receive a clean audit
report. Less than 5 percent of government offices in Ohio receive the
award.
“A clean report means that Heights
Libraries’ finances are in great shape,
with no questionable costs or irregularities,” said Nancy Levin, Heights
Libraries director. “The award is great

Library and social media
The library’s “likes” on Facebook now total
1,600, while Twitter followers total 860.
History of Coventry Village Library
Sheryl Banks, marketing and community relations manager, provided an article on the history of Coventry Village Library for the Cleveland Heights Historical Society’s newsletter.
TechKnowledge e-news
Banks also launched the TechKnowledge enewsletter covering the tech blog and classes,
along with other tech news.
LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Heights Libraries has the summer
covered, with programs offered every
day of the week, all summer long. For
a complete calendar listing of events,
and to register for selected programs,
visit www.heightslibraries.org.

Thursday, July 24, 2 p.m.
Instrument Petting Zoo. Explore the
wonders of stringed instruments with
students from the Cleveland Institute
of Music (CIM). The “zoo” offers a
unique opportunity for children to
touch and feel a variety of stringed
instruments under the guidance of
CIM students, and a string quartet
will perform. This program is open to
the whole family.

Brennan’s Colony

2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
Halibut Burger, Blackened Grouper Sandwich...
Patio Season...
Voted Best of the Heights!

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

			

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community relations manager for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public
Library.

What’s going on at your library?

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
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news for us and for the taxpayers in
our community—they can rest assured
we have been spending money wisely,
and will continue to do so.“
Michelle Stys, Cleveland regional liaison for the Ohio Auditor of
State’s office, presented the award on
May 15 to Levin and Jana Nassif,
Heights Libraries’ fiscal officer.
Stys told Levin and Nassif that,
judging by the preliminary results
of the 2013 financial audit, which
wrapped up in early May, Heights
Libraries likely will receive the award
again next year.
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show. Kids must bring a grown-up to
help handle the pet, but grown-ups
are not invited to particlpate unless they are accompanying a child.
Pets must stay in cages or on leashes.
Registration for this event opens on
June 19; please note type of animal,
breed (for dogs), and pet name in the
notes field when registering. [The rain
date for this event is July 17.]
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Saturday, July 26, 2 p.m.
Summer Scavenger Hunt. It’s the treasure hunt of the year, for children
in grades K–5. Solve puzzles, answer
riddles, and challenge other kids on a
hunt through the wondrous world of
the library. Registration begins July 12.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Thursday, July 3, 7 p.m.
4th Annual Pet Show. Bring your pet to
the library to show off his or her best
stuff. Animals of all shapes, sizes and
dispositions can bark, howl, meow,
skritch, scurry,and hiss in the library’s

Saturday, July 12, 1 p.m.
Calligraphy Demonstration. L ea rn
about the art of calligraphy with Jim
Williams of The Western Reserve
Calligraphers.

www.heightsobserver.org
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www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month
NEED

Always Buying Always
PayingBuying
Cash
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WINDOWS?

Paying Cash

MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES

Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS
Buying anything unusual

OHIO
WINDOW
LIMITED

www.michellestherapy.com
Effective, affordable Massage Therapy.
Prevent/manage Muscle Pain, Migraines
and Stress.

(216) 371-6213

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE INC.
Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

Serving the Heights
for 35 years

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager
Stay tuned for our new shop
opening in mid-October!

216-932-3244

alexstreeserviceinc.com

(216) 371-2354

Ask about options for saving your ash trees

Tim Weeks
1503 Warrensville Center Road

(216) 691-3950

www.heightshardware.com






SATURDAY

9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

SUNDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

Good Neighbor, Good Advice

1830 Lee Road, CH

Masonry * Doors
Kitchens/Baths
Windows * Carpentry
Ceramic Tile * Drywall
Flooring * Painting

Top Quality, Best Prices

Call John

216-778-0676
30 Years Exp./References
No Job Too Big or Small

216-382-1000

OIL, LUBE &
FILTER SPECIAL
only $25.95
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection

THE LAW OFFICE OF

MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, LLC

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 8/31/14

SUMMER SEWING CLASSES

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair


9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM

Employee Rights
Consumer Rights

Of

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE

216-321-4701

MONDAY–
FRIDAY

Heights HANDYMAN

Certified Arborist

1792 Coventry Road

216-291-1111

Call the OWL

14 years experience.

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD

www.ohiowindowlimited.com

Licensed by Ohio’s state medical board.

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

“Quality at the best price”
Licensed. Bonded. Insured.
Over 30 years experience

Swedish (including Deep Tissue),
Neuro-Muscular, Pregnancy, and
Chair Massage.

Testim
and re onials
fere
avail nces
upon r able
equest.

CEDAR CENTER
HARDWARE

F

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

New skills for children and teens
Individual attention
Experienced instructor
Flexible times
Lessons now being scheduled

E D U CAT I NG T H E H E I G H TS SI NC E 19 88

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

216216-387387-0525

Barbara Seidel
216.371.3333
baseidel@gmail.com

llebles1@hotmail.com

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

Fully insured

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE
AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND
$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage

Edwards Painting &

Home Services

Interior	
  /	
  Exterior	
  
PROPERTY INSURANCE
Painting	
  Repairs	
  
Home * Condo
Window	
  Repair	
  
Fire, Dwelling, Rental
Deck	
  Preserving	
  &	
  Restoration	
  
Power	
  Washing	
  
Housing	
  Violations	
  

(216) 691-9227

216-780-2455
roberte1964@att.net

NEAT & TRIM
PAINTING






Interior and Exterior Painting
Wallpaper Hanging/Removal
Wall/Plaster Repair
Power Washing
Deck Restoration

Member	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  
for	
  more	
  than	
  40	
  years	
  

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING
SKUNKS
RACOONS
OPOSSUMS
GROUNDHOGS

216-789-0036

JOHN ALLISON

216-324-2199
neatandtrimpainting@yahoo.com
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SNAPPING TURTLES
SQUIRRELS
And Many Others
We Also Pick Up
Dead Animals

CALL STUART

20+ Years Experience ♦ References and Insurance

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc.
2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121
www.ohioinsurancequote.net

1820 Coventry Rd.

216-321-2665

Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com
Three Floors of
New & Used Books & Magazines
Used Book Exchange
Bring us your used books!

Buy Local First!

Ardmore Tree Service
Complete Tree Service
Year-round

Call 216-320-1423

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

to find out how you can

(216) 486-5551

advertise your business for as

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

low as $25/month.

Member National Arborist Association

INSURED
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T

				

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
Auto * General Liability
Business Owners

***BOOKS ON COVENTRY***

Free Estimates
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community
heights seniors
news

Senior Citizen Happenings

Plentiful options for senior living
communities in the Heights
SENIOR SCENE

Judith Eugene

The Heights offers many options for
seniors considering downsizing or
needing additional assistance.
Built in 1923, The Alcazar, on Derbyshire Road in Cleveland Heights,
is a beautiful Spanish-Moroccan
building offering independent senior
apartments. All apartments have full
kitchens and some have balconies
overlooking courtyard gardens. Breakfast is served daily in the dining room,
and educational and cultural events are
plentiful. The elegant ballroom hosts
many special events. The Alcazar also
offers bed and breakfast rooms, and
extended-stay suites that cater to outof-state and international visitors. As
one resident said, “The world comes
to The Alcazar.”
The Homewood Residence at
Rockefeller Gardens, on Mayfield
Road in Cleveland Heights, offers
assisted living, and dementia and Alzheimer’s care. The cozy lobby is much
like a living room, furnished with sofas,
a fireplace, a fish tank and a jukebox.
Homewood is able to offer as much or
as little assistance as is needed. “We
work hard to enable our residents
to age in place and to get whatever
level of care they need,” said Cheryl
Wheeler, executive director.
McGregor, located on 32 acres on
Private Drive in East Cleveland, near
the Cleveland Heights border, offers
a full “continuum of care,” including
independent living, assisted living,
long-term nursing care and hospice.
Serving seniors since 1877, “McGregor
has a friendly, caring, home-like setting”, said Patrice Brady, director
of assisted and independent living.
McGregor offers full apartments with
kitchens and walk-in showers. Amenities include restaurant-style dining,
gardens, a community fruit orchard,
a resident choir, exercise programs,
activities and a view of Lake Erie.
Judson Park, located adjacent
to Cleveland Heights on Ambleside

Heights Observer July 1, 2014

Senior Citizen Happenings, sponsored
by the City of University Heights,
are open to all senior citizens. Events
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. at
the University Heights Library. For
information, and to suggest program
topics, contact the UH Office for Senior Services at 216-397-0336 or info@
universityheights.com.
July 3: There is no program scheduled
for this week.
July 10: Nylajean R. McDaniel, the
outgoing superintendent of the Cleveland Heights-University Heights City
School District, will reflect on her
distinguished career in education as she
prepares to retire on July 31.
July 17: William Whitney, chief operating officer of the Cuyahoga Land
Bank, will discuss the nonprofit group’s
work to acquire blighted properties and
return them to productive use through

Drive in Cleveland, also offers all levels
of care, including independent and assisted living, short-term rehab, nursing
and dementia care. “Our residents can
age in place, they don’t have to move
to another residence when their needs
change,” said Robert Lucarelli, director of communications. Judson offers
an award-winning wellness program,
an indoor swimming pool, intergenerational programming with local
schools, continuing education through
Case Western Reserve University,
performances by local music students
and an art gallery curated by the residents.
There are also several senior
apartment buildings in our area. The
Warrensville Community Apartments
on Warrensville Center Road is home
to the Jewish Community Center. The
JCC offers a free hot lunch program
with interesting programming (216831-0700). Council Gardens, on Taylor
Road, features garden apartments and
life-enrichment programming (216382-8625). Cleveland Heights elevatorequipped apartment buildings include
Musicians Towers on Lancashire
Road (216-321-1410), Warrensville
Manor on Warrensville Center Road
(216-291-0779) and three buildings at
Severance Circle—Severance Towers
(216-795-6797), Kensington Place (216691-1944), and Concord Apartments
(216-382-1686). University Heights
apartments include Huntington Green
on Milton Road (216-381-3117) and
Cedar Center Apartments on Cedar
Road (216-382-2514).
You can reach The Alcazar at 216321-5400, The Homewood Residence
at 855-308-0877, Judson Park at 216-7211234 and McGregor at 216-851-8200. It
is a good idea to research options early
so that if you need to make a move
in the future, you will already know
which location is the most suitable for
your preferences and needs.

rehabilitation, sale to new owners, economic development, creative re-use,
ecological purposes, or demolition.
July 24: Alan Cate, a retired military
officer and history teacher at University
School in Hunting Valley, reflects on
World War I, a 1914–18 calamity that
resulted in 37 million casualties, and
profoundly altered Europe’s political,
economic and cultural life. He’ll discuss
the causes of the war, and how its impact
is still felt today, 100 years after its start.
July 31: Robert Baker, a 2014 inductee
to the Cleveland Heights High School
Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame,
reflects on his work as CEO of the
Albanian Encouragement Project, humanitarian worker with Presbyterian
Church to aid Kosovo War refugees, and
member of the American Bar Association for contributors to state and local
government law.

Fast…
And
Professional
Cleveland Home Appraisal
Certified Real Estate Appraisers

Take your health in
your own hands...
learn Reiki!

Services Include:
Property Tax Appeals
Bank Appraisals
Bankruptcy
Divorce
Probate
Estate

Our next class is August 2nd

Call 216.408.5578
LovingHandsYoga.com

Mike Neimeier
www.ClevelandHomeAppraisal.com
(216) 932-4663

Loving Hands
Yoga & Reiki

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

SOLD! 1592 Felton Rd, South Euclid

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland
Heights who provides life-enrichment
classes and activities for senior adults and
those with physical and mental challenges
through www.lovinghandsgroup.com. She
can be reached at 216-408-5578 or judith@
lovinghandsgroup.com
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David Budin

Last summer, my folk group, Long
Road, played a small number of
concerts, on occasions that included
the National Senior Games and the
grand opening of Benjamin Rose
Institute on Aging. It appeared that
a pattern was forming, and I couldn’t
help but wonder where we would go
from there and where we would play
this summer. I got my answer: Lake
View Cemetery.
It seems like a natural next step—
not that I feel ready to take that next
step in real life. But show biz is another thing.
Among the beautiful and historic
cemetery’s many wonderful features, it
offers a summer concert series, now in
its second year. The free concerts will
be held on certain Sunday afternoons
from 4 to 6 p.m. near the James A.
Garfield Monument. When you drive
in the Cleveland Heights entrance, on
Mayfield Road, signs will guide you to
the concert site.
The cemetery, which has been
in continuous operation since 1869,
straddles three cities: Cleveland, East
Cleveland and Cleveland Heights. Its
285 acres of gently rolling hills contain
numerous types of trees and hundreds
of species of plants and flowers, plus
many kinds of animals, including deer

1

Long Road, a 1960s-style folk group, will perform a concert in Lake View Cemetery on July 20.

following Sunday.
We’re happy to be doing a concert
in Lake View Cemetery, but I’m not sure
I want to know where we might be asked
to play next summer.

CH artist’s ancient technique is
showcased in Judson exhibition
Rob Lucarelli

Through July 27, the Howson Gallery at
Judson Park is featuring shibori artwork
by Cleveland Heights artist Pam McKee.
Shibori—from the Japanese verb
shiboru, which means to wring, squeeze,
press—is an ancient shape-resist dyeing technique in which cloth or paper
is bound, sewn, clamped, folded, or
twisted and then dyed. The part that is
protected resists the dye. When opened,
the material retains the memory of the
process, and texture is created, thus
a two dimensional piece can become
three dimensional.
McKee has been influenced by the
shibori work of Yoshika Wada and Joan
Morris, and inspired by the work of
Dutch artist Marian Bijlenga. She has
a master’s degree in English literature,
and taught English for 25 years. While
teaching, she developed her art through
classes and workshops at Haystack
Mountain School of Crafts, Penland
School of Crafts, Arrowmont School of
Arts and Crafts, Cleveland Institute of
Art, Cuyahoga Community College and
Morgan Conservatory.

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

#

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work

Roofing
Commercial
Residential

Flat Roof Experts
10% off w/ this ad

216-319-0430

Coit Road Farmers’ Market
Fresh Local Food
In Your Neighborhood

David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a
professional musician and comedian.

Open Saturdays Year Round
8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November
10:00AM to 1:00PM

Rob Lucarelli is director of communications
for Judson Services Inc.

Call 216-249-5455
or go to www.coitmarket.org

Pilates, yoga and hip-hop inspired dance moves
to great music PLUS core and strength training!

pam mckee

songs and
stories

and fox. And you can find hundreds
of amazing monuments among the
107,000 graves.
Interred at Lake View are locally and nationally famous figures,
including J. D. Rockefeller and President James A. Garfield. The Garfield
Monument, located in the Cleveland
Heights section of the cemetery, is a
great place to visit and to take out-oftown guests. If you happen to be there
on Sunday, July 20, the lawn on the
building’s north side will be the site of
Long Road’s concert.
In Long Road’s repertoire, we have
about 200 songs, and because we do a
lot of folk songs, it wasn’t difficult to
find 20 that have something to do with
death. We also perform folky versions
of old rock and country songs. Some of
those happen to deal with death, too, in
one way or another.
So that’s what we’re doing: 20 songs
about death. Sounds like a fun afternoon, right?
Well, actually, it will be. Not all
of the songs are sad. In fact, most of
them aren’t. There are songs such as
the Marty Robbins 1958 hit “El Paso,”
for example (one of only two records to
hit the charts in which the narrator of
the story is a dead guy), a country-gospel
tune or two, old Irish songs, and even
newer singer-songwriter fare.
Bring lawn chairs or blankets to
these concerts, and food, if you wish.
The Aug. 3 concert features Rachel
Brown and the Beatnik Playboys, another versatile group from this region.
For all concerts, the rain date is the

courtesy david budin

20 songs about death add up to one fun afternoon

Untitled, by Pam McKee.

Coming to the Cain Park Arts Fest?
Stay for eats, beats, balloons and libation!!

BURN UP TO 600
CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES
Strength • Cardio • Core

Experience the magic of
balloon art with Swifty the Clown
at Sweetie Fry – 2307 Lee Rd.
Saturday, July 12th – 4-6 p.m.

90 days for $90 - expires July 31

The ADMIRABLES
Bring a soul serenade to

The Wine Spot – 2271 Lee Rd.
Saturday, July 12th – 6-8 p.m.

M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m.
South Euclid Methodist Church
M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m.
SAT. 8:45 a.m. SUN. 9:30 a.m.

Rocks

Cleveland Hts. Community Center

The Bottlehouse Stage
2050 Lee Rd.
Sat., July 12th – 9-11 p.m.

Contact Mary Beth: (440)655-5394
marybethmccnn@gmail.com

www.cedarlee.org

www.facebook.com/JazzerciseClevelandHeightsSouthEuclid
Heights Observer July 1, 2014
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Linda Miller is crowned with a floral tiara at The Music Settlement’s Early Childhood Ice Cream Social
and Linda Miller Retirement Festival.

Linda Miller has had an impact on the
musical lives of many children: 12,000
of them, by her best estimate.
A Cleveland Heights resident since
1978, Miller was hired as a music specialist at The Music Settlement (TMS) in
1986, and retired from her post in May
2014.
In addition to her work at TMS,
Miller taught kindergarten in the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District for about 25 years.
“Pretty much all of my students have
been under the age of six,” Miller said.
“I have totally loved what I’m doing. It
was a hard decision to retire because it’s
fun, just a joy to work with these little
kids. I’ve been very lucky to have that
opportunity.”
Miller was feted at TMS in an event
called the Early Childhood Ice Cream
Social and Linda Miller Retirement
Festival. “My friend Diana Johannessen
[of Cleveland Heights], whose children
attended The Music Settlement’s preschool, said she wanted to do something
for me,” said Miller. “I said that the
people who value most what I do are the
parents and the kids. That’s all I had to
say; she took it and ran with it.
“It was a gorgeous night, the first
perfect night of the season, sunny and
bright with a band and a taco truck
from Barrio. The children sang a song
I wrote, but with a new verse that the
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The Disciples Christian Church Chancel Choir with the Church Choir Festival first place trophy.

crum Convivium,” to two pieces from
the Sacred Harp that showcased Shape
Note singing. Westlake Christian
Church’s music minister, Jake Briggs,
accompanied the DCC choir on the
piano and organ.
In a very proud moment for Kukuk, the choir, senior minister Kristine
Eggert and DCC, the judges named the
DCC choir as the winner.
The winning program was also sung
during a Choir Sunday service. A video
of the performance can be found on
YouTube.
Disciples Christian Church is
located at 3663 Mayfield Road in Cleveland Heights. For information on the
church and its activities, visit www.
discipleschristian.org.

Ronald Werman

Linda Miller retires after touching
thousands of young lives
Lynn B. Johnson

courtesy ronald werman

Barbara Krivanka

Disciples Christian Church wins
church choir festival

The Chancel Choir of Disciples Christian Church (DCC) in Cleveland
Heights was named the winner of the
WCLV Jubilation - the Elizabeth Stuart Church Choir Festival.
As one of three finalists in WCLV’s
competition, the choir had the honor
of competing live on the air on the
Cleveland classical radio station on
May 8. WCLV broadcast the festival
from the beautiful, historic sanctuary
of the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist in downtown Cleveland.
DCC competed against the St.
Joseph VLQ (Very Large Quartet), the
Trinity Lutheran Church Choir from
Lakewood, and an all-male choir from
Avon Lake. Adam Kukuk, DCC music
director, chose a varied repertoire
ranging from the spiritual “My God is
a Rock” and Olivier Messiaen’s “O Sa-

teachers wrote. I was bedecked with a
floral tiara. Sylvia Easley, who hired me
28 years ago, came; and a lot of my coworkers and students’ families—current
and former—came. It was great to see
everybody.”
So now that she’s retired, is Miller
finally finished with music? Not at all.
“I’m looking forward to spending some
time writing songs, music, and documenting music that I’ve written over the
years,” she said, “as well as doing some
recording with my flute.”
Lynn B. Johnson is director of marketing and
communications at The Music Settlement.

Uston

Ronald Werman an elder and communications chairperson of Disciples Christian
Church.

Don’t wait until it’s
an emergency call!

216-371-5944

Save $25

Slate and tile repairs & replacement
Custom copper flashings installed
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
•

on any Plumbing
or Air Conditioning
Service Call today.

•

Coupon must be presented with your payment during
normal working hours. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 8/31/2014.

MASTERCARD/VISA

Owned and operated by 4th generation Hann brothers.

2026 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
Hannheatingcooling.com

Call 216-932-9755
Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462

Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com
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Our famous local poet George Bilgere
Peggy Spaeth

Poet George Bilgere, who began college as a pre-med biology major and
played professional racquetball after
grad school, has read his poetry on
“A Prairie Home Companion” more
times than his good friend Billy Collins, poet laureate of the United States
from 2001–3. But who’s keeping score?
(“Billy is very bitter about it,” reports
Bilgere.)
Born in 1951, Bilgere grew up
among book-covered walls in St. Louis.
The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting
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Ne x t ,
a Fulbright
s c h o l a rship took
him to Bilbao, Spain,
which was
at the time
“untouched
by the rest of
the world.”
He met artists and terrorists, categories that George Bilgere
merged as artists became radicalized
by politics.
This period was the first time that
Bilgere felt part of something larger
than ordinary life, and during those
years he traveled throughout Europe,
bonding particularly with Germany.
He returns annually to Europe, and,
although he now feels “like a dinosaur,”
he is renewed and excited by the creativity and entrepreneurship of YUCI,
or young urban creative internationals,
in East Berlin.
Bilgere published his first poetry
collection, The Going, in 1995. “Most
poets writing books are read by no
one,” he said, and his was no exception
until a divorce inspired a watershed
collection written in 2000. Contemplating the wreckage of his life, and
with no summer plans, he decided to
intentionally write himself through
his feelings. He stayed with his sister
in Santa Cruz, and for the first time
dedicated himself to writing. Also for
the first time, he put aside the tradition of “poetry as serious stuff,” and
allowed his natural humor to appear.
He had fun, even writing about his
divorce. When he finished the collection, he submitted it to the Akron
Poetry Contest, not even knowing
who the judges were.
This is what happened the day
Bilgere’s life as a poet changed: He
was watching Adam Sandler in “The
Waterboy” with his young nephews.
The phone rang, he answered it, and
the caller asked for him. When he verified he was, indeed, Bilgere, the caller
said, “This is Billy Collins.” Bilgere
frantically waved to the boys to turn
down the volume, not wanting Collins
to know he was watching an Adam
Sandler movie. Collins told him that
he had picked him to win the Akron
contest, adding “Oh, I am the U.S.

He remembers walking to the library
to fill a wagon with books on summer
weekends and becoming a voracious
reader of novels. He had some thoughts
about writing, but, having done well in
biology in high school, he entered the
University of California, Riverside, as
a pre-med student. Unfortunately for
medicine, Bilgere “had a problem with
chemistry.” His advisor told him to drop
the course for an elective, a “no-brainer
such as creative writing.”
The course was a life-changing
one. Bilgere had never read, let alone
written, contemporary poetry. His first
poem was about a Mr. Mikle. Bilgere
talked to the elderly man daily when
he worked as a feeder in a nursing
home for two summer months, a job he
found both troubling and exhilarating.
He also found the class reaction to the
resulting poem exhilarating. In biology,
he was just another kid in a seat. In
poetry, he received “that all important
thing: praise.” He also found the choice
between pre-med students gathering
in study groups, and poets gathering in
coffee shops and bars, a “no-brainer.”
He changed his major.
Bilgere went on to receive his master’s degree at Washington University
where he studied with Howard Nemerov, a Pulitzer Prize-winning classical
poet. He received his doctorate at
Denver University and then embarked
on a 10-year career as a professional
racquetball player, a sport he had
played in college. He was, perhaps, the
only poetry-writing racquetball player.

courtesy peggy spaeth

creative
neighbors

A LIFETIME OF
CHOICE DOESN’T
END HERE.
Choose the hospice of choice.

poet laureate.”
By shining a light on Bilgere,
Collins changed his life. He introduced Bilgere to National Public
Radio’s Garrison Keillor, leading to
a “whole career as someone known.”
For Bilgere, it meant, “Instead of 15
people reading your poetry in a little
journal,” thousands of people hear it
and read it. He has appeared on Keillor’s “Prairie Home Companion” 43
times, more than any other poet, and
for three weeks was the top-selling
poet on Amazon.
He is also a local treasure, having
won the Cleveland Arts Prize in 2003
and a Creative Workforce Fellowship
in 2014. In January 2014 he published
Imperial and got an agent who books
readings for him throughout the
country.
Bilgere has taught at John Carroll University for 20 years and lives
with his wife, Jodie, and 14-monthold son, Michael, in Cleveland
Heights. Needless to say, being an
older father with a young child is
inspiring his art. Stay tuned (particularly to NPR), and check out www.
georgebilgere.com for more information.
Weather
My father would lift me
to the ceiling in his big hands
and ask, How’s the weather up there?
And it was good, the weather
of being in his hands, his breath
of scotch and cigarettes, his face
smiling from the world below.
O daddy, was the lullaby I sang
back down to him as he stood on earth,
my great, white-shirted father, home
from work, his gold wristwatch
and wedding band gleaming
as he held me above him
for as long as he could,
before his strength failed
down there in the world I find myself
standing in tonight, my little boy
looking down from his flight
below the ceiling, cradled in my hands,
his eyes wide and already staring
into the distance beyond the man
asking him again and again,
How’s the weather up there?
Peggy Spaeth was the founding director of
Heights Arts. Currently she is imagining
and exploring new projects.

Most people think you call hospice when you’re all out of
options. That’s not true if you call Hospice of the Western
Reserve. As Northern Ohio’s most experienced and most
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retire before you do?

referred hospice provider, we offer more options to
personalize care. We focus on helping patients and their
families live their lives where they choose – at our unique
facilities, at home, at a hospital, at a nursing home or at
an assisted living residence. Discover why the hospice of
choice is Hospice of the Western Reserve.

Lee Bachman, Agent
Registered Representative
Bus: 216-321-1422

Visit HospiceOfChoice.org.
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The sooner you start investing, the more likely you are to reach
your long-term goals. Ask me about State Farm Mutual Funds .
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY.
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Antrobus Designs features
unique hand-crafted jewelry

As seen on
Diners,
Drive-ins
and Dives

james henke

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

Melissa and Peter Antrobus in their jewelry store.

James Henke

Antrobus Designs, a jewelry store at
2247 Warrensville Center Road in University Heights, is unique. Owned by
Peter and Melissa Antrobus, the store
sells handcrafted and custom-designed
jewelry, most made by Peter. It also
carries jewelry created by other local
artists.
The store originally opened across
the street, above Geraci’s Restaurant,
in the spring of 1999. It moved to its
current location in May 2008.
Peter, 56, grew up in Wilmslow,
England. When he was 14, he saw a television documentary about a silversmith.
“I immediately decided that was what I
wanted to do,” he said. Two years later,
he left school and began a three-year
apprenticeship with a goldsmith.
“That’s when I started making
jewelry,” said Peter. “And the person I
learned from made everything by hand,
so I learned a lot of hand technique.”
His wife, Melissa, 48, grew up
in Cleveland Heights and attended
Heights High. Initially, she wanted to
be a singer and actor, but she ultimately
graduated from Cleveland State University with a degree in communications
and marketing. She then went into
desktop publishing, design and software
training.
Peter, meanwhile, decided that he
wanted to leave England. His parents
had moved to Cleveland in 1978, after
his father, a steel-industry engineer,
was transferred here. Peter followed
two years later. He met Melissa at a local health spa, where she was teaching
aerobics. They married in 1991, and have
three daughters: Jess, 22, Chloe, 18, and
Taryn, 16.
Melissa, who said she didn’t know
anything about jewelry before she met

Antrobus Designs
216-932-3911
2247 Warrensville Center Road
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Peter, now handles the business operations, including marketing, bookkeeping and the website.
Peter’s workshop is in the back of
the store. Customers can look through
the windows and watch as he designs
and creates much of the store’s jewelry.
All the jewelry Peter creates is made of
gold or platinum, and, as a result, isn’t
cheap. The least-expensive item costs
about $400. One of his necklaces retails
for $17,000. But some of the jewelry created by other local artists is not quite as
expensive.
Peter also works with his customers
to design custom-made pieces. “The
ability to make something from scratch
allows us to work on more complex
pieces,” he said. “I really care about the
work I do. It’s more than a business to
me.” He believes his caring is part of
what makes the store special.
The Antrobuses lived in Cleveland
Heights for many years, but now make
their home in Orange. Still, they love
the Heights. “People here have a more
sophisticated sense of design and more
sophisticated taste,” Peter said. “It’s an
artistic community, and that allows for
more appreciation of quality and design.”
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James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident,
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author
of several books, including biographies of Jim
Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.

Custom Picture framing
2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

Mention this ad for 10% off
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)
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systems
• Eco-friendly updates
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Independent bookstores thrive in Cleveland Heights
Despite the fact that book sales have
been plummeting for the past few
years, Cleveland Heights is home to
two successful independent book stores,
Appletree Books on Cedar Road near
Fairmount and Mac’s Backs on Coventry. And, as of this month, Appletree
has new owners: Jane Kessler, who is 93
years old and has owned Appletree since
1990, sold the store to Lynn Quintrell
and Alice Webster.
Quintrell, who has lived in Cleveland Heights for 30 years, has worked
at Appletree for the past eight. She
plans to close the store for two weeks
in August so she can make what she
calls “cosmetic changes” to the interior.
She plans to increase the floor space
and put the upstairs balcony to better
use. She also plans to update the store’s
website.
Both Quintrell and Kessler said
that the store’s business has increased
since Border’s Books, which had a store
at Severance Town Center, went out of
business in 2011. “They were our main
competition,” Quintrell said. “We have
a lot more shoppers now as a result.”
They said their biggest competitor
now is Amazon, but noted that there
are still a good number of people who
don’t want to buy books online. “People
want to come in and physically look at
the books,” Quintrell said. “You can’t do
that online.”
Suzanne DeGaetano, the owner of
Mac’s Backs, agreed. “Book browsing is

a cultural experience,” she said. “People
want to have a neighborhood spot where
they can expose themselves to culture.
It’s fun to do that.”
Both Quintrell and DeGaetano
said that their stores have many regular customers, who stop in frequently.
In addition, DeGaetano said that she
gets a lot of customers from other
parts of Cleveland and from out of
town who come to Coventry Village
to check out the neighborhood’s many
stores and restaurants.
Kessler said that Appletree now has
more children’s books on display than
in the past. “It’s really hard to explore
children’s books online,” she said. “It’s
the same with holiday books. People
really want to see what they are buying.”
Quintrell said that the store sells many
cookbooks, biographies and paperback
fiction books. In addition, Appletree
also sells greeting cards, note cards and
wrapping paper, and the store will giftwrap books for free.
Quintrell and DeGaetano both
stressed that the personal service they
provide cannot be matched by Amazon
or the larger chain stores. For example,
Quintrell said that a customer came in
recently and wanted four books from
the 1950s. “Obviously, they are no longer
being published,” she said. “But we were
able to get copies for her, and she was
very happy.”
Both stores host frequent author
signings, though Appletree usually holds
its events at Nighttown, which is just a
short distance down Cedar Road. The

james henke

James Henke

Jane Kessler and Lynn Quintrell at Appletree Books.

two stores collaborate on a series of author events held at the Coventry Village
Library. The next one will take place in
early September, but the authors have
not yet been determined.
In addition, Mac’s Backs is hosting
an event in support of the Heights Library Foundation. It will feature Thrity
Umrigar, a Cleveland Heights author
who teaches creative writing and journalism at Case Western Reserve University. She will discuss her new book, The
Story Hour. The exact date for the event

WHY BUY @

Convenient Service

has not yet been announced.
DeGaetano attributed much of
the two stores’ success to the fact that
the Heights has a strong book-buying
culture. “People in our community
recognize the value of bookstores, and
they are supporting us,” she said.
James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident,
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author
of several books, including biographies of Jim
Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.
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