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Brennan’s ‘colony’ comes together over T-shirts 
and a beer

Heights’ Got Talent takes place Aug. 17

Wayne Mortensen to 
speak at FutureHeights 
annual meeting

UH to put park bond issue on November ballot
Deanna Bremer Fisher

University Heights City Council 
passed Resolution 2014-12 at its July 
14 meeting, which will enable voters 
to determine whether the city can 
issue $1.8 million in bonds to im-
prove the city’s parks and recreation 
facilities. The bond issue would fund 
construction and equipment for a 
new park and related improvements 
on the site of the former Fuchs Miz-
rachi School, bordered by Fenwick 
and Saybrook roads. Councilman 
Mark Wiseman cast the only dis-

senting vote.
 Council approved the ballot lan-
guage at a special city council meet-
ing on July 28 so that the issue could 
be placed on the Nov. 2 ballot. The 
vote was 5-1, with Wiseman again 
voting no. Councilwoman Adele 
Zucker was absent. The deadline for 
council to send the bond issue to the 
board of elections is Aug. 6.
 Mayor Susan Infeld has com-
pared the costs associated with the 
new park to the cost of building 
the Purvis Park pool 20 years ago. 
That bond issue, which added $25 

in property tax for each $100,000 
in home valuation, will be paid off 
in December 2014.
 Infeld said the terms of the pro-
posed $1.8 million park bond issue 
“would be for 15 years and would 
cost a homeowner the same $25 per 
$100,000 valuation that they paid 
for the construction of the pool and 
playground at Purvis Park.” The new 
bond issue thus would maintain the 
city’s current tax level by essentially 
extending the expiring property tax 
previously used to fund Purvis Park.

continued on page 11

Bob Rosenbaum

For three hours on Saturday, July 19, 
it was hard just to get in the door at 
The Tavern Company—the Lee Road 
pub that Jim Brennan managed before 
buying the Colony in 1991. Now owned 
by Chris Armington, himself a 12-year 
Brennan employee, The Tavern Com-
pany served that night as the location 
where people could pick up pre-ordered 
“We Are A Colony” T-shirts and gather 
yet again to remember Jim “JB” Bren-
nan, who was shot to death in his busi-
ness across the street on June 30.
 “I’m still in shock,” Armington said. 
“It keeps me up at night. And there are 
so many triggers that make me think of 
JB. Like, he drove a (Toyota) 4Runner 
and now any time I see one out of the 
corner of my eye, I expect I’m going to 
see him.”
 Armington and his staff were 
busy the night of the T-shirt pickup. 
The restaurant was already filled with 
the usual Saturday night crowd—plus 
dozens of people at a time who came 
to pick up their shirts, still looking for 
solace nearly three weeks after Bren-
nan’s murder.
 Armington bounced between fetch-
ing drinks, seating patrons and standing 
for at least one TV anchor who set up to 
interview him in the middle of the busy 
path between the restaurant’s front and 
back rooms.

 Many of the people there admitted 
to not even knowing Brennan except by 
reputation—and as owner of their long-
time favorite gathering place. It’s as if 
they were transferring their affection 
for the Colony and the community to 
his memory.
 And those who knew Brennan 
best—such as the handful of current 
and former Colony employees sitting at 
The Tavern Company bar that night—
seemed to be talked out.
 “I’ve talked with all the reporters 
and said what there is to say,” said Al-
lison Edgerton, a server at the Colony 
for more than five years. She was sitting 
with Timothy Huber, a former Colony 
employee and now a criminal defense 
attorney. Together they formulated a 
single offering to those who didn’t know 
Brennan well: “He was a private guy. To 
many people it may have seemed like he 
didn’t have a lot to say. But [the Colony] 
was a good place to work and he really 
cared about people. As an employee, if 

something happened in your life and you 
needed money, he would give it to you 
out of his pocket.”
 At the time, the restaurant’s re-
opening hadn’t yet been announced, but 
Edgerton said she would be there when 
it happened. It reopened July 22.
 “JB was about as quiet and private 
as you can get,” Armington said in a 
separate conversation. “But with his 

Members of Team Tuesday prepare to distribute shirts on July 19 at The Tavern Company.
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Claire Taft

Wayne Mortensen, 
director of design 
and development 
f o r  C l e v e l a n d 
Ne i g h b o r h o o d 
Progress  and  a 
Cleveland Heights 
resident, will de-
liver the keynote address at the Fu-
tureHeights annual meeting at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 20, at the former 
Pontiac dealership, 3077 Mayfield Road.
 Not your typical annual meeting, 
FutureHeights will give a brief overview 
of its annual activities and will then lead 
an interactive discussion about the state 
of the community. FutureHeights will 
present data showing current trends. 
In his keynote address, Mortensen will 
challenge participants to leverage the 
community’s strengths to confront its 
current challenges. He will highlight 
how similar communities have respond-
ed to adversity by defining a preferred 
future.
 Cleveland Heights City Man-
ager Tanisha Briley will respond, as will 
Deanna Bremer Fisher, executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights. Participants will 
be able to ask questions and engage in 
a brief community-planning activity. In 
addition, Motorcars will share its plans 
to repurpose the iconic former Pontiac 
dealership that has been vacant for 
several years. A reception will follow.
 “Cleveland Heights remains a 
strong and vibrant community and 
possesses assets that other communi-
ties desire,” said Richard Stewart, vice 
president of the FutureHeights Board of 
Directors. “We do, however, face chal-
lenges and see FutureHeights’s annual 
meeting as an opportunity to transpar-

continued on page 5

Wayne Mortensen

Deanna Bremer Fisher 

On Sunday, Aug. 17, Motorcars Honda and 
Toyota will present Heights’ Got Talent at 
Cain Park’s Evans Amphitheater. Like its 
reality-TV namesake, the local talent show 
will feature a variety of acts competing for 
prizes. The difference will be that the per-
formers could be your friends and neighbors.
 Motorcars is hosting the event to 
enable Heights residents to showcase 
their talents and bring the community 
together, and the company is giving away 
up to $10,00 in cash and prizes, both for 
participants and for audience members.
 “The Heights is artistic and diverse,” said 

Trevor Gile, general manager for Motorcars 
Honda. “We know there are a lot of talented 
people in the Heights, and we thought this 
would be a fun way to celebrate that.”
 According to Christy Hurles, 
marketing associate at Motorcars, lo-
cal celebrity judges—including Allan 
Licht, a local music coach and composer 
who has performed with and written 
songs for several national artists; James 
Henke, a music writer who has written 
several books and worked for Rolling 
Stone magazine; and Chuck Gile, owner 
of Motorcars—will use a point system 
to determine the winners, similar to the 

continued on page 11
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are you serious? 
august!  – how can it be august, 
the summer just started? 
you're  panicked?   
yeah, me too! 
 
it's time to take control – 
of your life. 
make some new friends, ‘cause 
the old ones are getting tired and boring. 
 
or maybe it's you. 
maybe you're the one that's lame.   
you need a new audience.  
don't have any new stories or ideas? 
just find new schmegegges to laugh, pour wine 
and pick up the check. 
 
the hardest part is getting started.  
How? Where, When? 
 
Lopez, Lopez, Lopez. 
 
we remain available for consultation 
without aggravation. 
skip lunch and bring a lot of money. 
It’s august!!  
 
love,  
craig and staff 
 

lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon 
2196 lee road 

beautiful downtown cleveland heights 
216.932.9000 

www.lopezonlee.com 
 

About the Observer

An Observer blog excerpt
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org

Cedar Lee merchants mourn 
Jim Brennan’s death

The Heights Observer is not an ordinary 
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication 
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; it is 
written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want to 
write, then submit them for publication. 
Anyone in University Heights or Cleveland 
Heights is welcome to contribute regularly, 
occasionally or even just once.
 Is there something you think should 
be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, 
please write it on your own, or with friends, 
neighbors or colleagues. Our volunteer 
editors will make sure it’s ready to publish 
and contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, it 
should be clear and factual. If you want to 
express an opinion, submit it as a letter to 
the editor or an opinion piece. Either way, 
make sure it’s about something specific to 
our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become an 
Observer” at the left. For questions that 
aren’t answered there, call the Future-
Heights office at 216-320-1423 or e-mail 
info@futureheights.org. 

 Articles to be considered for the Sep-
tember issue must be submitted by Aug. 8. 
But don’t wait that long; we publish some 
articles online as they come in—and still 
consider them for the next print issue. We 
also publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

To the Editor:

The merchants of the Cedar Lee Dis-
trict offer their united sympathy upon 
learning the news that Jim Brennan of 
Brennan’s Colony Tavern & Restaurant 
was shot while at his business. 
 Jim was a great friend to many in 
the neighborhood. He will be missed 
for more than just his skills as a local 
and independent businessman. Jim 
created a “go to” place for great food 
and drink and, most especially, a place 
where you could socialize with Jim and 
his neighbors on a Friday or Saturday 
night.
 This news strikes at our hearts and 
will bring tears to many eyes across 
the Heights. We submit our prayers to 
Jim’s family and friends tonight and for 
the days to come as they reconcile his 
memory and this tragic occurrence.
 While we mourn, we must keep 
this tragedy in its proper context. In 
this particular case, we hope the police 
catch and our courts prosecute the 
criminal(s). We also hope Cleveland-
ers understand that this is clearly a 
random act of violence and that the 
Cedar Lee shopping district remains 
safe. Simply, walk down the sidewalks 
of Lee Road on any given night and the 
street teems with neighbors and subur-
banites enjoying our many restaurants, 
bars and, of course, our beloved Cedar 
Lee Theatre. 
 The best way to honor Jim Bren-
nan’s memory is to reject the views of 
those who want to use this situation to 
reinforce negative and incorrect opin-
ions about the Cedar Lee shopping 
district. Jim’s death should not and 
cannot be minimized, but a random 
act of violence does not define our 
neighborhood. 
 We also need to come together to 
make sure the other establishments on 
Lee Road do not suffer—and the best 
way to do that is to come out tonight 
and tomorrow night and each night 
after and fill the streets of Cedar Lee 
with people. 
 Some criminal took away a life. 
Please don’t let that person take away 
our neighborhood.

Sincerely,

John Zagara, Zagara’s Marketplace,
and president of the Cedar Lee Special 
Improvement District
[Zagara wrote this letter on June 30.]

We’re going to be OK.
The June 30 murder of Jim Brennan was 
wrenching in so many ways, but within 
a couple days I knew, as I watched the 
community circle around those closest 
to the tragedy, this is still the kind of 
place I want to live.
 The impromptu memorial that 
formed immediately outside Brennan’s 
Colony could be expected; that would 
probably have happened anywhere.
 The vigil that next evening, where 
1,200 people lit candles and hugged 
strangers, was a bit less de rigueur, 
though we’ve all seen film at 11 of such 
scenes in other places.
 On the third day, Rebecca Smolen-
sky and Jeanne Gordon—two thoughtful 
people I’ve never met—started a fund to 
keep Colony employees in salary until 
arrangements could be made to reopen 
it. In 72 hours, nearly 850 people stuffed 
it with more than $45,000. That’s a show 
of community you don’t see every day.
 Meanwhile, the Cleveland Heights 
Police Department was quick to identify, 
arrest, charge and get confessions from 
four suspects, according to a police de-
partment statement issued on Facebook.
 Yes, we’re going to be OK.

Click-driven journalism
 But not everyone sees this as 
the whole story. The Plain Dealer and 
Northeast Ohio Media Group (alias: 
Cleveland.com/Sun News) wove their 
own a narrative last week of a belea-
guered, crime-plagued city teetering on 
the edge of an abyss.
 That narrative isn’t a conspiracy 

against us; it’s just an 
easy cliché that re-
places the hard work 
of understanding a 
place in time—work 
that media institution 

no longer seems interested in doing.
 PD/NEOMG’s first point of con-
tact with our city is Adam Ferrise, the 
part-time crime reporter (according 
to his Linkedin profile he also posts 
news online [for] a media group in 
Youngstown) who pulls police incident 
reports for publication in Thursday’s 
Sun newspapers; Friday’s Plain Dealer; 
and online at Cleveland.com—where 
they are search-engine-optimized and 
posted for the entire world to view as a 
representation of life in Cleveland’s east 
suburbs.
 It’s not constructive, but it’s cheap. 
PD/NEOMG reporters are now evalu-
ated in part by the page views their 
stories get online, and some articles are 
published without ever being reviewed 
by an editor—a combination that incites 
carelessness and sensationalism.

The convenient narrative
After the shooting occurred last week, 
Ferrise quickly filed an initial report—a 
brief recitation of the few known facts 
with a needlessly snide reference to the 
fact that Police Chief Jeffrey Robertson 
hadn’t yet returned his call while a crime 
scene was being secured and a gunman 
run down. [This was, perhaps, part of 
Ferrise’s ongoing payback for a spat 
last year involving a dispute over public 
police records. Ferrise never bothered 

to report on the city’s position on the 
issue, which was only published after 
being put into a letter to the editor by 
Cleveland Heights City Manager Tani-
sha Briley.]
 Soon after filing his first report 
on the Colony shooting, before it was 
known whether Brennan would sur-
vive—Ferrise or someone else at PD/
NEOMG augmented the online report 
with a poll—a feature for the specific 
purpose of boosting online page views. 
It asked readers if the shooting would 
discourage them from visiting the Lee 
Road business district in the future. It 
was eventually taken offline and . . .

—Bob Rosenbaum

Click on the QR code or go to blogs.height-
sobserver.org to read this blog in its entirety.
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Salad Days!
Summer is the perfect time to enjoy Luna’s salads made from the freshest locally-
sourced produce.  Top it off with a delicious dessert served a la mode with Sweetie 
Fry ice cream. The perfect summertime treat!
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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We Are A Colony: Why we 
give and why we trust
Shari Nacson

On July 18, the Plain Dealer ran a letter 
to the editor from a Cleveland Heights 
resident (“Cedar Lee Merchants are try-
ing to profit off Jim Brennan’s murder”) 
expressing shock “that the Cedar Lee 
Merchants Association has seen fit to 
turn the death of bar/restaurant owner 
Jim Brennan into a financial windfall 
(which they are calling a fundraiser) for 
the organization.”
 I write today to clarify that every ele-
ment of community organizing that has 
taken place in the weeks since Jim’s mur-
der has been conducted with goodwill, 
love, compassion—and in collaboration 
with Jim’s grieving family. To underscore 
the degree to which these efforts are 
supported by the Brennan family, the 
“We Are A Colony” Facebook page on 
July 12 carried this post: “Please don’t let 
a rumor dampen the wonderful work you 
are doing. It has helped lift the spirits of 
my sister Kathy Murphy and the rest of 
our family.”
 With respect, specifically, to the We 
Are A Colony campaign, the original 
media coverage was clear that this T-shirt 
sale was started by citizens, not by any 
for-profit or not-for-profit organization.
 Here’s how it came about: That 
Monday night, hours after Jim Brennan’s 
murder and a door-to-door manhunt 
for his assailants, our community felt 
vulnerable, sad and under attack. Citi-
zens flooded our merchants that night 
and the following days, to prove that we 
would not abandon this beloved business 
district. Nonetheless, merchants wor-
ried for their own safety, and negative 
comments about Cleveland Heights 
were rampant via online media outlets. 
 Team Tuesday, a group of women 
who had patronized Jim Brennan’s es-
tablishment regularly on Tuesday nights, 
asked themselves what they could do 
to help. In discussing what The Colony 
and Jim Brennan meant to them, they 
designed a logo that symbolized the 
coming together that was felt in the ra-
dius of Brennan’s Colony. Within hours, 
they set up an online venue where com-
munity members could buy the shirts to 
symbolize their sense of community. If 
ever a project resonated with the idea of 
community-commerce partnership, this 
would be the one.
 They determined that all money 
raised would be donated to the Cedar 

Lee Special Improvement District—not 
exactly a traditional merchant’s associa-
tion. It’s a tightly regulated community 
development alliance with a mission to 
promote community-commerce partner-
ship.
 Details of what the money would be 
used for were admittedly absent. This 
was an activity that grew out of emotion, 
and took off so quickly that the planning 
would have to come later. But on July 13, 
one of the women of Team Tuesday was 
quoted in one media article saying: “Be-
yond the money we are raising . . . which 
we hope will go towards a memorial for 
‘JB’ or additional safety resources, it’s our 
hope that these shirts can be a reminder 
that we are, and always will be, a colony. 
We will support one another through the 
best and worst of times. Because that’s 
really what it means to be a part of the 
Heights community.”
 And it worked. Momentum from 
the T-shirt campaign—and a separate 
campaign by another group of citizens to 
cover payroll and vendor bills during the 
weeks the restaurant was closed—helped 
change the mood in the community, 
among residents and businesses alike.
 A violent crime in the community 
makes small business owners question 
not only their safety, but the cost-benefit 
calculation of staying in business. We, as 
Cleveland Heights citizens, want them 
in our community. They are part of what 
makes this town a colony. We buy local. 
We purchase houses based on walkability 
to a business district. We care for the 
owners and staff as neighbors. And, yes, 
we buy T-shirts to support causes, even 
before the details are worked out about 
how the money will be used.
 So, neighbors, before you allege that 
merchants are exploiting Jim Brennan’s 
death by selling T-shirts, please check 
your facts. The merchants didn’t do any-
thing to set the T-shirt sale in motion. 
The intent of the sale is not exploitative; 
it is community-building at its best, and 
it has the blessing of Jim’s family. The 
money will go back into the lovely tap-
estry of citizenship and commerce that 
defines our community.
 In the past three weeks, our com-
munity—our colony—has shown that the 
threads of this tapestry are strong.

A Cleveland Heights resident and professional, 
Shari Nacson is also a parent and partner in 
the CH-UH City School District.
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Mon. - $5 ONE ITEM SMALL PIZZA
Tues. - 1/2 OFF Apps

Wed. - 1/2 Price Bottles of House Wine
Thur - Ladies Night on Lee - $10 Open Bar

w/Purchase of Any Entree
FRI & SAT

BAR OPEN LATE
& LIVE MUSIC ON FRIDAYS - Call For Details

SERVING CLEVELAND
THE BEST ITALIAN CUISINE

SINCE 1980
joeysbistrobar.com

2195 Lee Road Cleveland Heights
216.932.7777

HAPPY
HOUR
4-6pm

7 Days/wk

Stop by for your free State Farm Insurance and Financial 
Review®. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Protect your family. 
 
Prepare for their 
future.

I can help with both.

1001386.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

betsy@betsywarner.com
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Cartoon by Martha Gradisher It’s a wild life here, but animal 
traps should be used with care

Anne McFarland

One Friday my neighbor called to 
ask if I’d put out a chipmunk trap. 
No, although chipmunks are all over 
the place. We once had a cat named 
Frizzy that left dead chipmunks 
around. I would put them in an old 
cat-food bag and stick them in the 
freezer until trash day. No point in 
leaving them around to smell.
 Well, said my neighbor, there’s 
a skunk caught in a trap near my 
fence. She had called the city to no 
avail. Since her husband and grown 
son were dealing with it, I put it out 
of my mind until I went to bed that 
night. My bedroom smelled as though 
a skunk was under the bed. I would 
check the foundation Saturday morn-
ing.
 I walked around with a hoe and a 
long stick. A black-and-white tail was 
sticking out of a hole between two 
sets of brick steps. There were flies 
around, so I knew it was dead. Part 
of my youth was spent on a farm, so I 
put on the gloves and tripled-bagged 
Mr. Skunk. Then I saw some black 
plastic; two pieces of it. So that was 
the trap. I put it in the bag with the 
skunk.
 The next weekend our current 
cat set up a howl in the kitchen. By 
the time I got there, I saw a tail dis-
appearing into the basement. Then a 
raccoon face peeked out of the base-
ment. Great.
 I put on the hiking boots, got the 
gloves and took a broom to get it out 
of the basement. It was hiding, so I 
banged on the old metal coal hopper. 
Nothing.
 I went upstairs and called for 
backup. Another neighbor came over; 
both our husbands were unavailable. 
She saw my garb and asked if I’d 
thought of calling the fire depart-
ment. I pointed to myself and said, 
“Farmer. We don’t call a fireman to 
get a raccoon out of a basement.” If 
the city wouldn’t help with a skunk 
caught in a trap, I doubted the fire 
department would send anyone any-
way.
 I blockaded the kitchen and cre-
ated a path directly from the base-
ment to the top of the steps and into 
the backyard. Then I went back to 

the book I’d been reading when this 
whole hoohah started. When I de-
cided to go to bed, I shut the door to 
the outside; I didn’t want the whole 
raccoon family in the basement. I set 
up a test by putting some cat food in 
the laundry room.
 It was untouched the next morn-
ing, so I concluded the raccoon had 
escaped before I shut the outside 
door the night before. Finally I got 
around to mopping the paw prints 
off the kitchen floor. It looked good 
enough that I thought about invit-
ing my neighbors over to admire 
it. We could have a glass of wine 
and toast the wildlife in Cleveland 
Heights.
 Raccoons and skunks are a 
nuisance. But there’s a serious side 
to someone putting out a trap that 
doesn’t stay on that person’s property. 
Suppose a toddler wandered into 
such a trap? Suppose a pet got caught 
in the trap? I checked to be sure the 
city no longer has an animal control 
officer. We don’t, although the police 
will respond to a call about a loose 
dog. With all the wildlife roaming 
this community, should we reconsider 
an animal control officer?
 I checked city ordinances to see 
if there was any mention of animal 
traps. There were a number of refer-
ences to plumbing traps, but the only 
relevant ordinance I found was:
 505.12  HUNTING OR KILL-
ING ANIMALS PROHIBITED.
(a)  Except as otherwise specifically 

provided in this chapter, no per-
son shall hunt, kill or attempt to 
kill any animals within the City.

(b)  Whoever violates this section is 
guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
first degree.

 I doubt that I’ll ever know who 
set that trap, but it makes me nervous 
to know that someone in my neigh-
borhood would set out a dangerous 
trap that could migrate from the 
original yard.

Anne McFarland has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for almost 40 years. She is a 
lawyer, a librarian and a writer. She is 
active as a Guardian ad Litem in the 
Juvenile Court of Cuyahoga County and 
serves on the Heights Youth Club Board 
of Directors.

Let us transport you to another Land

Readers react to Jim Brennan’s death
The senseless death of Jim Brennan 
on June 30 has touched us all. The 
Heights Observer website asked readers 
to share their thoughts and feelings; 
here is a sampling of responses:

You know, before the shooting I was 
a person tired of the random violent 
acts especially in my area of Cleveland 
Heights. I was trying to think of a way 
out—to move to a “safer” suburb. After 
the shooting I decided that Cleveland 
Heights is the place for me. I have never 
seen so many good people reach out to help 
and show their concern for Mr. Brennan’s 
family and community. He represented 
everything good about Cleveland Heights. 
But you know what? There is still so much 
good to go around. The memorial service 
really moved me. I saw the different kinds 
of people there. All races and all socio-
economic backgrounds supporting one 
another in tragedy. “We Shall Overcome” 
was the chosen song at the memorial. It 
hit me then that this is not a place for me 
to leave but a place for me to fight back 
to keep Cleveland Heights everything it 
used to be. . . .

I loved reading that Jim Brennan was 
the kind of man who would have hired 
the guys who murdered him. He valued 
honest work—and he provided oppor-
tunities. He took chances on people who 
might not have been hired anywhere else. 
He was right—being gainfully employed 
changes people’s lives for the better. Jim 
Brennan took a risk, and he lost his life 
for it. The killers made a horribly wrong 
decision—but it sounds like Jim Brennan 
had his heart in the right place. Nothing 
can change that. I am proud to live in a 
community where small businesses like The 

COFFEE

BETTER
TASTES

L   CAL 

ROASTED IN THE 216
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

EAST 9TH COVENTRY LEE
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM2287 LEE ROAD

CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.8227

1854-A COVENTRY ROAD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.932.5282

1700 EAST 9TH ST
CLEVELAND, OH 44114

216.771.5282

Colony can thrive, where neighbors know 
each other, and where we have created a 
“small town in a big city.” My heart and my 
prayers go out to Jim’s family, friends and 
employees. He was a good man and a good 
business man. No one can kill that legacy.

It would be helpful for the Chief of Police 
to suggest ways to prevent business owners 
like Brennan from being victims in similar 
situations in the future, based upon their 
analysis of the crime scene in this instance. 
Video cameras can lead to the apprehension 
of the perpetrators. However, prevention 
is what everyone wants.

There is no doubt in my mind that Cleve-
land Heights is the only place for me and 
my three children to live. I am a lifelong 
resident, grew up literally around the corner 
from The Colony. I have walked nearly 
every street and have met and come to be 
close to so many wonderful, open minded 
and caring people in my fifty years here. . . . 
I am very sad that Jim, a good man I knew, 
was taken from us in such a violent manner, 
yet I will never stop feeling that this is my 
safe and wonderful home. . . .

We need to stop dwelling on this, endlessly 
circumspecting our navels, and move on. Life 
goes forward not backwards, and this is the 
lesson that we are supposed to have learned. . . .

Brennan’s murder wasn’t senseless, it was 
stupid. The culprits wanted what he had: 
money. . . . Fortunately, Cleveland Heights 
has comparatively few murders for its 
population size thanks to both the diligence 
of the police force and the city government 
and citizens. We all work together to mini-
mize the potential for violence. We need to 
keep on doing just that.
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• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Custom copper flashings installed
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com

216-371-5944
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thewinespotonline.com
2271 Lee Road •  Cleveland Heights •  216.342.3623
Like us        TheHeightsWineSpot • Follow us       @thewinespotch

Have a 

       Summer!
•10% case discount •wine & craft beer by the glass 

•custom orders for special occasions & parties 
•weekly wine & beer tastings •private tastings

•wine club of the month (super gift idea!) •gift baskets

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198
Burton,Ohio
44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

Susie Kaesar 

Things can be wonderful.
 Frequently, I am critical of the 
misdirection of our policy makers and 
the undermining effects of their narra-
tive and policies on public confidence 
in public education, teachers and the 
education of the whole child. The 
blame, test and punish approach to 
“school reform” just doesn’t jibe with 
the magic that occurs daily when we 
pull together as a community and when 
teams of educators collaborate from a 
place of trust to help children grow.
 This month I want to focus on 
wonderful.
 I witnessed it Friday morning, 
June 20, during the ninth rehearsal that 
week of the Reaching Heights Summer 
Music Camp Orchestra. The 88 elemen-
tary- and middle-school musicians had 
struggled all week to master a difficult 
piece of music—Paul Desmond’s “Take 
Five.” When Desmond composed the 
piece in the 1960s, it was revolutionary. 
The complex rhythms and five-beat 
measure made it both interesting and 
difficult. Our young musicians kept at it.
 “Yeah—now it’s starting to lilt,” 
exclaimed the demanding and now 
thrilled conductor, Dan Heim. The 
ultimate compliment.
 Music is not just playing an instru-
ment or playing the right notes. Heim 
had pushed the musicians all week 
to include emotion. Playing music is 
communication; it should be played 
from the heart; it must be played with 
command—and with passion.
 Just two days before, it had seemed 
that lilt was not within reach. Then it 
happened.
 I love music camp because it is 
such a powerful learning experience. 
I’ve been the director for all ten of its 
summer seasons and I’ve witnessed, 
year after year, how it moves children 
forward—much further than they 
can imagine. It helps them discover 
their own capacity to learn and the 
significance of commitment and ef-
fort. Camp is rigorous, fun and highly 
supported. After playing music from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.—with only a few breaks 
for lunch and recreation—most camp-
ers go home and practice more.
 The camp day provides multiple 
opportunities for instrumentalists to 
explore music making, encouraged 
with modeling by high school coaches 
and expert instruction from music 
professionals. A musical community 
emerges, along with demonstrable 
changes in each camper’s control of his 

THe COMMOn 
gOOD

or her instrument. They learn to play 
in ensembles, understand more about 
how music is constructed, and grow as 
performers. In the end, everyone can 
hear the effect of the process.
 They experience lilt!
 The magic is there for the adults, too. 
For viola teacher James Rhodes, coming 
to camp every year refills his “bucket of 
creativity.” We have staff who started as 
fresh high school grads, like bass player 
Abie Klein-Stefanchik, who never misses 
camp, and Cleveland Orchestra musician 
Richard Waugh, who wouldn’t be kept 
away by a “herd of wild horses.”
 It is completely rewarding for me. 
It is the most direct way I pursue my 
commitment to equity. Camp levels 
the playing field of opportunity for 
our children and opens doors to con-
fidence and competence.
 The camp works because of the 
music educators—led by Dan Heim, 
Tamar Gray and Betsy Neylon—who 
understand how children learn and 
have the unfettered space to go about 
practicing their craft. I pull together 
the details associated with adminis-
trating a grand gathering of 88 camp-
ers, 25 high school coaches, and 16 
professional musicians/educators. But 
they create the learning experiences.
 Their work produces lilt during 
every minute of every year of music 
camp. These master teachers have not 
only perfected the skills of working 
with children, motivating engage-
ment, and keeping focus, but they 
also do it with passion. Little victories 
occur every day, as well as during the 
magical moment of truth—the sum-
mer finale—the concert. The campers 
perform. The audience is blown away. 
Emotion fills the auditorium.
 This magic is not unique to our 
camp. Teachers create it every day in 
our classrooms. Teaching is a lot like 
playing music. You must master the 
instrument, master the notes, and put it 
all together with passion and command.  
 Camp helps me focus on the 
beauty of learning. It is refreshing to 
witness how the staff and the camp 
promote self-discovery and growth.  
 We are fortunate that so many of 
the teachers in our public schools have 
the combination of skills and enthusi-
asm–just like effective musicians—to 
create lilt in our classrooms.
 Another school year is about to 
begin. Remember to celebrate the 
orchestra of educators who create 
experiences that support learning—
those wonderful moments of human 
affirmation.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights, former director of 
Reaching Heights, and serves on the na-
tional board of Parents for Public Schools.

  

 

Lilt and learning: playing music and teaching 
have a lot in common

ently confront these challenges and try 
to chart a constructive path forward.”
 Mortensen holds master’s degrees 
in architecture, urban design and so-
cial work. His professional focus is on 
the creation of equitable housing and 
just communities. He is the facilitator 
of the Cleveland Target Area Planning 
Process and a project manager for the 
Saint Luke’s Hospital transformation. 
A licensed architect, Mortensen has 
helped lead the American Institute 
of Architecture Students and the Na-
tional Architecture Accrediting Board, 
and currently serves on the Executive 
Committee of the American Institute 
of Architects. He and his wife, Jill, 
live in the Cedar Fairmount neighbor-
hood. 
 FutureHeights is a nonprofit com-
munity-building organization that 
serves the cities of Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights. The organiza-

tion engages residents by publishing the 
Heights Observer, hosting community 
forums and speakers, and presenting 
community events, such as the Best 
of the Heights and the Heights Music 
Hop.
 The event, which is sponsored by 
Motorcars, The Cyrus Eaton Founda-
tion, realtor Susan Delaney of Howard 
Hanna, DVUV, and Keller National, 
is free and open to the public. Lim-
ited parking is available onsite at 3077 
Mayfield Road, and overflow parking 
is available at the Cleveland Heights 
Community Center across the street.
 To RSVP for What’s Next for the 
Heights? Leveraging Our Strengths to 
Confront Challenges, visit www.fu-
tureheights.org, send an e-mail to info@
futureheights.org or call 216-320-1423.

Clare Taft is the executive director of the 
FutureHeights Board of Directors.

Wayne Mortensen continued from page 1
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Reinberger Galleries
11141 East Boulevard
Cleveland OH 44106
cia.edu/exhibitions

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

2014 Faculty
Exhibition

Maggie Denk-Leigh Perched screenprint/monoprint

Aug 28–Oct 11
Opening reception
Thu Aug 28, 6–8pm

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Built in 1923, the alcazar (spanish for “Home in a Fortress”) Hotel was the first suburban hotel in 
the greater Cleveland metropolitan area, with its 175 apartments primarily serving a residential 
and family clientele. in addition to its residential role, the alcazar provided space for a wide 
variety of entertainment. in the 1920s and ‘30s, the hotel advertised saturday night dining and 
dancing, tea dances, musicals and dance school recitals. 
 architect H.T. Jefferey chose a design that reflects Moorish buildings in spain, and was 
directly inspired by the alcazar and ponce de Leon hotels in st. augustine, Fla. The general 
vogue for spanish architecture in the 1920s, of which the Cleveland Heights alcazar is an early 
representative, is related to the Florida boom of those years.

This photo was selected by the Cleveland Heights Historical Society, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to preserving and promoting the diverse character and traditions of Cleveland Heights. For more in-
formation, and to view additional historical images, visit www.chhistory.org or www.facebook.com/
clevelandheightshistorical.

Heights historical photo of the month
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Cleveland Heights 
City Council 
meeting highlights
JUnE 16, 2014
All council members were present.

Public comment
FutureHeights Director Deanna Bremer 
Fisher announced FutureHeights’s new loca-
tion in the former Coventry School. She also 
asked council to pass the resolution declar-
ing July 1—7, 2014 “Independents Week,” to 
recognize independent business owners who 
invest in the community and its commercial 
districts. She said brochures for the “Shop Lo-
cal” program are available, and she urged 
residents to vote for the Best of the Heights 
Awards at www.futureheights.org.

Access Cleveland Heights App
The city has launched a new mobile ap-
plication for smartphones, Access Cleve-
land Heights, which is available for free 
through the iTunes store or Google Play. 
more information is available at www.
clevelandheights.com on the “About Us” 
page.

Tall grass violation
Council heard a first reading of legislation 
amending the city code to combine two 
sections into one and to make vegetation 
six inches or higher a violation.

Rebecca Alison Meyer
Council member melissa yasinow gave a 
moving tribute to Rebecca Alison meyer, a 
recent graduate of the Fairfax Elementary 
School kindergarten, who died on her sixth 
birthday of a brain tumor (anaplastic astro-
cytoma). yasinow suggested donations to 
the St. Baldrick’s Foundation in her memory.

Independents Week
Council declared the week of July 1–7, 2014 
to be Independents Week. Council member 
Jeff Coryell urged residents to invest in the 
community by shopping local. mayor Dennis 
Wilcox thanked residents who support local 
businesses.

Community Development Block 
Grants (CDBG)
Council approved the following CDBG 
awards to:
•  The Cedar Taylor Development Cor-

poration, $11,000 for assistance with 
streetscape enhancements.

•  Family Connections of Northeast Ohio, 
$22,000 for its Family Schools Con-
nections Program, serving families with 
children from birth to ten years old.

•  The Home Repair Resource Center, 
$133,500 for home repair and home 
improvement programs, including grants 
to assist senior citizens in purchasing new 
hot water heaters for their homes, operat-
ing expenses, and housing counseling.

•  Open Doors Academy, $11,000 toward 
its year-round enrichment program for 
young people living at risk.

•  Start Right Community Development Cor-
poration, 977 Caledonia Ave., $5,000 
toward operating expenses for its food 
bank, which serves Cleveland Heights 
and East Cleveland.

County sewer services
Council authorized an agreement with 
Cuyahoga County to perform certain ser-
vices to help maintain the city’s sanitary 
and storm sewers and catch basins. Council 
members noted that the agreement will save 
the city $380,000 and is an important step 
toward regionalism.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

JULy 7, 2014
Council member Jason S. Stein was absent.

Jim Brennan
The mayor began the meeting speaking 
about the murder of Jim Brennan one week 
ago, the community vigil, the swift arrests 
and confessions of the alleged perpetra-
tors, and the fact that the accused had been 
arraigned today and sent to the county 

prosecutor. He praised the police and other 
cooperating agencies and emphasized the 
commitment of city council to strengthen-
ing and working with the community in the 
aftermath. Each council member also made 
statements.

Public comment
Resident Shaka Asberry, a performing 
artist, offered his services to help with an 
arts event in response to the murder of Jim 
Brennan. Another resident, Renata Brown, 
does not want the community to be defined 
by a response and expressed her percep-
tion that the crime rate is rising. John Davis 
moved here two years ago from Portland, 
which he termed a very safe city. He and 
his wife chose Cleveland Heights but are 
now concerned about safety and the num-
ber of robberies. He is impressed by the 
CHPD response time and concerned about 
prevention and proactivity.

Byou Bar and Grill
The conclusion of a court case against Byou 
Bar and Grill on noble Road means that the 
bar will cease operation on July 15. Until 
then it must close each night at 1 a.m. The 
owner may not run another alcohol establish-
ment in Cleveland Heights.

Bond notes issued
Council passed legislation for the issuance 
and sale of $2,151,000 of notes, in anticipa-
tion of the issuance of bonds. Earlier in the 
evening, the finance director described the 
purpose of the bonds:
•  Reconstructing, resurfacing, and otherwise 

improving city streets;
•  Rebuilding Monticello Boulevard and 

Taylor Road, including engineering and 
planning costs;

•  Acquiring related motorized equipment 
and appurtenances;

•  Acquiring computer hardware and related 
equipment; and

•  Improving the city’s water system by 
constructing and installing water lines, 
together with purchase of the necessary 
related equipment, improvements and 
appurtenances.

Water and sewer fees
Council heard, on first reading, an amend-
ment of the city code to establish a $500 
fee for tampering with water meters and to 
establish a Water Review Board to hear any 
appeals of these fees.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Please note: youTube videos of Cleveland 
Heights City Council meetings may be ac-
cessed at youtube.com/clevelandheightsoh.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are 
abstracted from LWV observers’ written 
reports. The summaries have been edited 
and prepared by Anne mcFarland, 
Charlene morse and maryann Barnes. 
To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or join through Google groups 
using “lwv-chuh observer reports” as a 
search phrase.
 These reports contain member 
observation and selected highlights 
of public meetings and are not official 
statements of the Heights Chapter of 
the League of Women Voters Cuyahoga 
Area. This disclaimer must accompany 
any redistribution of these reports.



Heights Observer August 1, 2014     www.heightsobserver.org7

CLeveLand HeigHTs neWs

Zucca is new CH economic development chief
Bob Rosenbaum

Greg Zucca, the new economic de-
velopment director for the City of 
Cleveland Heights, doesn’t bring 
direct experience in leading suburban 
development efforts, but he does have 
extensive background in economic 
development focused on the technol-
ogy sector.
 Zucca, whose first day on the job 
was June 9, spent the past nine years 
at the Cuyahoga County Department 
of Economic Development—most re-
cently as fund manager for the county’s 
Western Reserve Fund.
 Before that, he was a strategic pro-
gram officer with responsibility for de-
sign and implementation of programs 
to support entrepreneurship in the 
technology sector. He also served as 
a finance analyst, evaluating potential 
business development investments.
 Before going to work for the coun-
ty, Zucca was a researcher at Battelle 
Memorial Institute. There, he focused 
on technology-based economic devel-
opment, and was involved with Ohio’s 
tech-oriented Third Frontier program. 
He earned undergraduate and master’s 
degrees in urban planning and eco-
nomic development at Cleveland State 
University.
 Zucca is excited about the job in 
Cleveland Heights because it will allow 
more creativity and immersion in the 
business community.
 “My priorities are to build on the 
core strengths of this community: Its 
vibrant mixed-use business districts 

and proximity to University Circle—
which is the second-largest employ-
ment concentration in the region,” 
Zucca said. But, he added, “I have no 
preconceived notions of how we’re 
going to do that. I need to spend time 
getting to know residents and busi-
nesses here, and get a sense of their 
needs and hopes for the community.”
 In his first few weeks, Zucca had 
met with directors of the city’s special 
improvement districts, a number of 
business owners, commercial real es-
tate brokers and members of the First 
Suburbs Development Council—a 
coalition of inner-ring suburbs.
 What’s clear, he said, is the need 
for cooperation at many levels. As an 
example, he pointed to the Cedar Tay-
lor Business District. “That’s a prime 
example of the need to coordinate,” 
Zucca said. “It straddles a municipal 
boundary; it has a number of busi-
nesses and a variety of needs and chal-

greg Zucca assumed his new role as CH Economic Development Director on June 9.
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lenges.”
 Zucca grew up in Highland 
Heights, but lived in Cleveland Heights 
as a toddler. He said that over the years 
he has spent plenty of time here and 
has always felt connected to the city. 
“It’s a strong and vibrant community,” 
he said. “The sense of community is so 
strong here, and that’s a real asset. The 
history is filled with grassroots initia-
tives that speak to the commitment of 
its residents.”
 Zucca chooses not to predict 
whether his work is likely to focus 
more on business-to-business devel-
opment, or growth in retail and other 
consumer-facing businesses. “I think 
it’s going to be both—and it should 
be,” he said.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum 
is co-chairman of the Heights Observer Ad-
visory Committee, and is responsible for its 
advertising sales and market development.

The Most Beautiful Place to Learn Music in Cleveland

EARLY CHILDHOOD - MUSIC THERAPY - MUSIC INSTRUCTION

Registration: www.TheMusicSettlement.org 
or call (216) 421-5806 xt. 100

Fall Classes: RegisteR Now 
Course catalogs & online registration available  

for Fall 2014 and Spring 2015 offerings
Visit us online at 

www.TheMusicSettlement.org

music lessons & 
music therapy  
for ALL AGES 

Programs are generously funded by:

Jazz Heritage Orchestra with vocalist Vanessa Rubin  
In concert at the BOP STOP

Aug. 22 & 23  //  7:30 p.m.  //  $20 cash at the door
2920 Detroit Ave., Ohio City 44113

Register Now!

The Music Settlement, 11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland 44106 

New Offering
HOME-BASED 
music therapy 
for adults: call 

421-5806 xt. 140 

Free shuttle from CH to 
Gay Games Aug. 13
Angela Hetrick

The Coventry Village, Cedar Lee and Cedar 
Fairmount special improvement districts, 
in partnership with Heights Motorcars, 
will provide free shuttle rides for Heights 
residents to the 2014 Gay Games Festival 
Village. The shuttles will run on Wednesday, 
Aug. 13, 6–10 p.m. The Gay Games Festival 
Village is free to attend.
 The shuttles are also available for Gay 
Games athletes and visitors wishing to ex-
plore Cleveland Heights neighborhoods and 
experience its dining and shopping.
 The shuttles will pick up and drop off 
passengers approximately every half hour 
from the following locations:
•  Gay Games Festival Village, at the FREE 

Stamp at Willard Park on Lakeside Avenue, 
just west of E. 9th Street. (Less than a one-min-
ute walk from the Festival Village on Mall C.)

•  Coventry Village, at the corner of Euclid 
Heights Boulevard and Coventry Road, 
and at Phoenix Coffee.

•  Cedar Lee, at Dewey’s Pizza and The 
BottleHouse Brewery.

• Cedar Fairmount, at Luna Bakery Café.
 The City of Cleveland Heights will have 
a booth at the Gay Games Festival Village, 
Aug. 9–16, where it will offer games for 
Cleveland Heights prizes, share a calendar of 
CH events, and provide information about 
CH shopping, dining and nightlife locations.
 A schedule of Aug. 13 shuttle times will 
be posted online at www.coventryvillage.org 
before the start of the Gay Games on Aug. 9. 
Plan to arrive early as shuttle space is limited.

Angela Hetrick is the executive director of the 
Coventry Village Special Improvement District.
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Experience the Atma Center difference! 
2319 Lee Road    216-371-9760     atmacenter.com 

ATMA CENTER 
YOGA FOR EVERY BODY 

30 DAYS UNLIMITED 
YOGA & SPECIAL 

BEGINNERS’ PROGRAM - 
$59  

(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

University Heights plans to improve pedestrian 
and bicycle traffic on busy streets
Libby Ellis

The City of University Heights plans 
to improve walking and bicycling along 
its most traveled roads with planning 
expertise from the Northeast Ohio 
Areawide Coordinating Agency (NO-
ACA). The Warrensville Center and 
Cedar Roads Sidewalk Improvement 
Project will focus on creating safe, at-
tractive and easy-to-navigate pedestrian 
and bicycle transportation corridors 
between Fairmount Circle and Cedar 
Center on Warrensille Center Road, and 
between Taylor Road and Fenway Drive 
on Cedar Road. It is one of the first 
projects to receive technical assistance 
from NOACA for this purpose.
 Currently, the high traffic volume 
and speed on Cedar and Warrensville 
Center roads keep many pedestrians 

from using the sidewalks along the road-
way. No barrier separates the sidewalk 
from the street, placing pedestrians un-
comfortably close to high-speed traffic. 
 “Many residents say they drive to 
commercial areas on those streets rather 
than use the sidewalks—even if they 
live nearby—because they feel safer in a 
vehicle than they do on the sidewalks,” 
said Susan Infeld, mayor of University 
Heights. “One of our main goals is to 
minimize traffic congestion by reduc-
ing the number of short car trips, as 
opposed to people hopping in their cars 
and driving just three or four blocks.” 
 The NOACA project team, in 
conjunction with University Heights 
officials, began its field work study 
of the targeted streets on July 14 and 
will continue its work over the next 12 
months. The team will present a final 
plan to the community and University 
Heights City Council in June 2015. The 
NOACA partnership could also make 
the city eligible for future funding to 
carry out recommended improvements 
and amenities.
 Infeld hopes to make University 
Heights a more walkable community. 
“University Heights is a small city that 
is just 1.8 square miles across. Those 
residents who prefer to walk or bicycle 
to their destination need to feel safe 
in doing so,” she said. The project will 
create more options for family-friendly 
bicycling, safe routes to school and con-
nections to local scenic pathways.

Libby Ellis is the community development co-
ordinator for the City of University Heights.

University Heights 
City Council 
meeting highlights
JUnE 16, 2014
All council members were present.

Public comment
yanina muzis of Warrensville Center Road 
asked for more details regarding the proposed 
park. She wanted to know how this would “boo-
merang” back to residents. mayor Susan Infeld 
responded that the park had been discussed in 
open public meetings for two-and-a-half years. 
Of 59 communities in Cuyahoga County, 
University Heights is the only one without a sig-
nificant park. Property values rise around com-
munity parks. Council approved the purchase 
of the land, a citizens committee was formed 
and a plan was formulated. The next step is for 
council to vote on whether to put the issue on 
the november ballot.

Architects’ hiring
mayor Infeld apologized to council for having 
perhaps violated city ordinances by hiring the 
architects to draw up design proposals for the park. 
She believed she was within her rights to make that 
decision. She will review ordinances with the law 
director to either clarify or to tighten up the wording 
so that such confusion will not occur in the future.

Park bonds
Council voted unanimously to table the resolution 
concerning submitting to voters the question of 
issuing $1.8 million in bonds to construct and 
equip a public park. Councilman mark Wise-
man reported that the board of elections did 
not need the legislation before Aug. 6. City At-
torney Anthony Coyne countered that the board 
recommended presenting the preliminary bond 
issue to the board early enough to allow for a 
technical review of the language. Vice mayor 
Susan Pardee thanked the mayor for scheduling 
a public town hall meeting on the park issue for 
the next night. She suggested that, based on 
the outcome of the town hall meeting, council 
should consider turning over the legislation to 
the recreation committee to review before council 
votes. Coyne noted that if the resolution were not 

voted on tonight, council would need two special 
meetings, one to pass the resolution and one to 
approve the final language of the bond issue. 
Councilwoman nancy English urged slowing the 
process. She is hearing residents ask why this is be-
ing rushed and what specifically would the money 
be used for. She is generally opposed to taxing 
residents, and wishes that if taxes were going to 
be used for the park, that city council expand the 
scope to consider all the city’s recreational needs.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

SPECIAL mEETInG – JUnE 30, 2014
All council members were present.

Architects’ hiring
After extensive discussion and with a split vote, 
council denied a resolution to ratify and authorize 
mayor Susan Infeld’s hiring of the architectural 
firm Braun & Steidl to design a community park 
at 2201 Fenwick Road at the cost of $35,000. 
The mayor introduced this resolution in an effort 
to move past the impasse regarding her authority 
to hire professional service providers. The mayor 
hired the firm in march 2013 and again in Febru-
ary 2014 (total expenditure was $29,000), with-
out council approval. Council was, however, made 
aware on several occasions that this firm was 
providing assistance. The mayor cited a section of 
the city code, which she claimed authorized her to 
enter into these contracts, although other sections 
seem to clearly limit the mayor to a maximum of 
$5,000. City Attorney Anthony Coyne claimed 
that the language was murky and noted that 
while council had not formally approved the ex-
penditures, it had been working with the firm and 
had approved prior steps, thus implying consent. 
Braun & Steidl has already been paid $29,000. 
This resolution was seeking approval of these prior 
expenditures plus $6,000 for additional work.
 Councilman mark Wiseman said the city 
code clearly limits the mayor to expenditures 
less than $5,000. Coyne said that the code au-
thorizes the mayor to run the city and that some 
of those ongoing expenditures exceed $5,000. 
Councilman Steven Sims said that the architectural 
contracts did not constitute running the city. Vice 
mayor Susan Pardee argued that the code is 
clear that such agreements for both services and 
supplies must be approved by council. All of the 
mayor’s excellent work and all of the communica-
tion is beside this point of required approval.
 Council members Zucker and Ertel voted 
yes. Council members English, Wiseman, Pardee 
and Cameron voted no. Councilman Sims 
passed. Following the vote, mayor Infeld said 
that the responsibility for clarifying the legislation 
should be taken up by the finance committee. 
Vice mayor Pardee said she would call a finance 
committee meeting in July or August.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

see disclaimer on page 6.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Representing multiple A rated carriers
Dedicated to your unique needs

Rockefeller Center 
Suite 203 3109 Mayfield Road 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
216-965-0646

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

UNFAIRLY TREATED
in your Housing Search?

is your First Stop to Resolution

Call: 216.321.6775

MEMBER OF

2222 North Taylor Road  •  Cleveland Heights, OH 44112

www.heightscongress.org
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The Fair Housing Law prohibits discrimination on the basis
of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, family status
and disability.

Without being aware, home seekers may be denied
housing opportunities based on such things as the sound
of their voice.

Discrimination is often cleverly disguised with a smile 
and a handshake instead of a slammed door.
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St. Paul’s names interim rector
Kim Fry

The Rev. Dr. Harold T. Lewis will be-
come interim rector of St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, beginning Aug. 3.
 Lewis recently retired as rector of 
Calvary Church in Pittsburgh, a con-
gregation of similar size to St. Paul’s. 
A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., he holds a 
bachelor’s degree from McGill Univer-
sity, a master’s of divinity from Berkeley 
Divinity School at Yale and a doctorate 
in theology from the University of Bir-
mingham (England).
 Lewis has distinguished himself as 
a scholar and an author, and has taught 
at the George Mercer School of Theol-
ogy, General Theological Seminary, New 
York Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary and Anglican 
seminaries in the Congo, South Africa, 
Mozambique and Barbados. In 1996, 
Lewis’ doctoral dissertation from the 
University of Birmingham was pub-
lished: Yet With a Steady Beat: The Afri-
can American Struggle for Recognition in 
the Episcopal Church was the first book 
about the history of black Episcopalians 
since George Freeman Bragg’s History of 
the Afro-American Group of the Episcopal 
Church in 1922. Lewis is a pianist who 
enjoys accompanying soloists, and sev-
eral of his hymns appear in Lift Every 
Voice and Sing II and other hymnals.
 While serving as director of the Of-
fice of Black Ministries at the Episcopal 
Church Center in New York, Lewis 
served as consultant to the Church of 
England and its Archbishop’s Commis-
sion on Urban Priority Areas.
 In addition to his parish ministry 
at Calvary Church, Lewis has served St. 
Monica’s Church (Washington, D.C.), St. 
Luke’s (New Haven, Conn.) and St. Mark’s 
(Brooklyn, N.Y.). At each church, Lewis 
had a reputation as an insightful and pro-
phetic preacher. He often said that a good 
sermon must warm the heart, challenge 

the intellect and 
motivate the will.
 “ We  l o o k 
f o r w a r d  w i t h 
great anticipa-
tion to working 
with Dr. Lewis,” 
said Tami Brown, 
senior warden of St. Paul’s Vestry, the 
governing body of the parish. “He 
provides a passion for preaching and 
music, two skills St. Paul’s values highly. 
He will challenge us with new ideas 
while stewarding all that is great about 
the parish.”
 “I am delighted for the Rev. Dr. 
Harold T. Lewis to serve as St. Paul’s 
interim rector,” said the Rt. Rev. Mark 
Hollingsworth Jr., bishop of the Epis-
copal Diocese of Ohio. “He will serve 
St. Paul’s well through this period of 
transition, maintaining the high stan-
dards of preaching, pastoral care, and 
administrative oversight upon which this 
congregation relies. Dr. Lewis and his 
wife, Claudette, will be a great addition 
to both our parochial and diocesan life.”
 “Claudette and I look forward to 
being part of this vibrant faith commu-
nity,” Lewis wrote in a communication 
to the parish. “We are struck by the 
enthusiasm, dedication and zeal for the 
Gospel which are palpably present.”
 St. Paul’s former rector, the Rev. 
Alan M. Gates, was elected bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
in April. He ended his 10-year tenure 
at St. Paul’s on June 1. Lewis will serve 
the parish until the vestry concludes its 
search for the priest who will become 
St. Paul’s 16th rector.
 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is locat-
ed at 2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland 
Heights. Learn more at www.stpauls-
church.org.

Kim Fry is the director of communications at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.

The Rev. dr. Harold T. Lewis

Forest Hill outdoor worship is Aug. 16
Peg Weissbrod

Forest Hill Presbyterian Church will hold 
its annual Outdoor Worship Service and 
Community Supper at 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 16. Friends and neighbors are invited 
to enjoy a thought-provoking sermon, 
along with music by Mother Willie Mae 
Wright and the Wright Family Singers, 
a popular Cleveland gospel and praise 
group.
 After the service, a free supper of 
hamburgers and hot dogs with all the 
trimmings, fresh fruit, baked beans, 
coleslaw and desserts will be provided 
by members of the church.
 According to Pastor John Lentz, 
the spirit-filled service will include time 
for audience testimonies “so anything 
could happen!” On a more serious note, 

he added that when “communities and 
neighborhoods gather for celebration 
and praise, they’re better equipped to 
handle the more difficult times.”
 The informal service will be held in 
the church’s rear courtyard where chil-
dren can enjoy the playground or join 
in the enthusiastic singing. Middle- and 
high-school students will have a chance 
to meet Keon Abner, Forest Hill’s new 
director of youth ministries.
 Forest Hill Presbyterian Church is 
located across from Forest Hill Park, at 
3031 Monticello Blvd. For more infor-
mation, call 216-321-2660 or visit www.
fhcpresb.org.

Peg Weissbrod is a freelance writer and Web 
editor for Forest Hill Church in Cleveland 
Heights.

employees, he would make it a point 
to sit down with every one of them for 
a couple minutes—maybe as often as 
every week—and ask about their kids, 
school, whatever you had going on in 
your life. He wasn’t doing it just to make 
small talk or because that’s what a good 
boss is supposed to do. He truly cared.”
 Kyra Hall, a hostess at the Colony 
for the last three years and a sopho-
more at Ohio University, recalled the 
first time she ever had to build up the 
courage to ask a boss for a raise. “We 
sat down across from each other; I was 
so nervous,” she said. When she finally 
blurted out her request, Brennan’s easy 
smile diffused the tension. “He laughed 
and told me I was doing a good job, and 
said, ‘I’ll see what I can do.’ Of course 
he bumped me up,” she said.
 “It sounds cliché,” Edgerton said, 
“But at the Colony we were all best 
friends. We were family. JB was at the 
center of that. He was like our dad. It’s 
like losing our dad.”
 Todd Guenther, owner of Logos 
on Lee, knew Brennan mainly through 
business, doing the frequent screen-
printing work the Colony needed for 
uniforms—for employees as well as the 
large number of sports teams it spon-
sored. “You couldn’t find a better guy to 
deal with,” Guenther said. “He listened, 
he made up his mind, he kept his prom-
ises. I don’t know a single person who 
ever said one bad thing about Jim.”
 Guenther donated screen-printing 
for the “We Are A Colony” shirts that 
were being distributed a few feet away. 
Team Tuesday—the group of 11 women 
who put together the T-shirt project—
paid for the shirts using some of the 
proceeds of the sale.
 The group’s name derives from 
regular Tuesday evening gatherings 
at the Colony by its members. When 
they announced the T-shirt project, 
they indicated the proceeds would be 
donated to the Lee Road Merchant’s 
Association.
 That drew public accusations of 
exploitation from a small number of 
people—concerned that other busi-
nesses would try to benefit from the 
tragedy.
 As a result, members of the group 
have grown reticent about discussing 
the project until it’s complete. But 
according to Shannon Morris, a Team 
Tuesday member and Cleveland Heights 
resident, such fears are unwarranted; 
they result from how fast the project 
took off. They got into the logistics of 
printing and distribution so quickly 

Colony continued from page 1

Why replace? 
Your existing windows can work like new!

(216) 321-7729   mjmwindowrestoration.com

You’ll save thousands!
30 yrs. experience • Ask about our winter discount

MJM Window Restoration

• Sticky windows
• Broken ropes

• Cracked glass
• Weather stripping

there was little time to plan how to use 
the proceeds, or to craft talking points 
to avoid confusion and misinterpreta-
tion.
 “What strikes me the most is ev-
eryone tends to always underestimate 
Cleveland Heights. They say it’s going 
downhill, or it’s not as good as Shaker 
Heights. Well it’s the strongest com-
munity I’ve ever observed and lived in,” 
Morris said. “It never even occurred to 
us not to just jump out there and do 
something. We knew in our hearts this 
would be good—and we saw it come to 
fruition, which is amazing and over-
whelming.”
 For the record, Morris said it’s still 
too soon to know how much money “We 
Are A Colony” has actually raised. Back-
of-napkin calculations indicate about 
$15,000 has come in. But expenses are 
still being figured out, including the cost 
of the shirts and ink, and several hundred 
dollars so far to ship out-of-state and in-
ternational orders. Potential tax liability 
is also a question.
 Morris points out that Team Tues-
day isn’t a business organization—or 
any kind of organization —that’s used 
to handling projects like this. It’s just a 
group of friends who acted on instinct.
 “Of course we’re not keeping a 
single penny,” Morris said. “Whenever 
it is said and done, we want to make sure 
the money is given with the blessing of 
the family and employees.”
 Proceeds from pre-ordered T-
shirts will be donated to the Cedar 
Lee Special Improvement District 
(CLSID)—a public/private partnership 
with a mission, according to its website, 
“to improve the local economy and the 
overall business climate in the Cedar 
Lee Business District.” (The Lee Road 
Merchants Association, reported ini-
tially to be the recipient, no longer even 
exists.)
 While the group has informed CL-
SID’s executive director, Kelley Robin-
son, the donation will be coming, there 
have been no formal efforts yet to discuss 
its use.
 Proceeds from T-shirts purchased at 
the July 19 event will go directly to a me-
morial fund being managed by Brennan’s 
family and Colony employees, Morris said. 
Any remaining “We Are A Colony” shirts 
and car magnets will be donated to the 
Colony for use as its management sees fit.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum 
is co-chairman of the Heights Observer Ad-
visory Committee, and is responsible for its 
advertising sales and market development.
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Heights Zen meditation group offers introductory workshop

The zendo (meditation room) is designed to help 
calm the mind.

Susan Rakow

The Cleveland Zazen Group, a Zen 
meditation group that has been in 
Cleveland Heights for more than 40 
years, is offering an Introduction to 
Zen Meditation on Aug. 2, at 1813 Wil-
ton Road. The group practices in the 
tradition of the Rochester (N.Y.) Zen 
Center, founded in the 1960s by Roshi 
Philip Kapleau, author of The Three Pil-
lars of Zen.
 The one-day introductory work-
shop is aimed at providing a useful intro-
duction to Zen Buddhism, demystifying 
the religion and giving basic instruction 
on how to practice zazen (Zen medita-
tion). It’s a unique opportunity to learn 
firsthand from seasoned practitioners.
 The group is made up of lay people 
from all walks of life—from college 

professors and students to the unem-
ployed—and of all ages—from 20-some-
things to seniors. Some sit on cushions 
on the floor; others sit in chairs.
 Zen meditation offers not only a 
concrete way to de-stress; it’s much 
more than that. It’s an opportunity for 
individuals to gain insight into the three 
big questions all people confront: Why 
am I born? Why do I die? And what am 
I supposed to do while I’m here? While 
popular culture continually reminds us 
that life satisfaction and harmony come 
from “being in the moment,” rarely are 
we given instructions for how to calm 
the mind so that we are fully present.
 Participants are asked to make a 
$10 donation for the workshop, and 
advanced registration is required as 
space is limited. If you have ques-
tions, or would like more information, 

contact group leader Susan Rakow at 
susanrakow@earthlink.net or visit www.
zencleveland.com. The next workshop will 
take place in October.

Susan Rakow, group leader for the Cleveland 
Zazen Group, is also a licensed clinical coun-
selor, former secondary teacher, and retired 
university professor. She and her family have 
lived in the Heights for more than 40 years.

Taco Bell and Tristan Thompson support HYC teenagers
Louise Khayat

On June 19, Heights Youth Club (HYC) 
seniors and teen leaders Olivia Morgan 
and Cameron Steele kicked off the Taco 
Bell Foundation for Teens event, which 
included special guest Tristan Thomp-
son from the Cleveland Cavaliers.
 Thompson spoke to the 150 teens in 
attendance. He congratulated all of the 
high school graduates and emphasized 
the importance of education and gradu-
ation. Prizes, including autographed 
basketballs and a bicycle, were awarded 
for outstanding achievements.
 Thompson signed autographs, 
handed out T-shirts to graduates and 
took a “selfie” photograph with the 

teens. Taco Bell provided food and gift 
certificates to attendees. 
 “With so many seniors leaving this 
year, I’m looking for the next group of 
successful teen leaders in our commu-
nity to keep the community service go-
ing,” said Roscoe Morgan, club director.
 The HYC Teen Leadership pro-
gram earned the event, along with a 
remodeling of the HYC Teen Room, 
through its work in the community. The 
remodeling, which will begin in August, 
will provide new furniture, flooring and 
a computer area. The room is scheduled 
to reopen Monday, Sept. 1.
 Fairmount Presbyterian Church has 
contributed $20,000 toward updating 
the club’s children’s computer room, 
which will also take place in August.
 Earlier this year, Taco Bell part-
nered with the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America (BGCA) and pledged $30 
million for the next five years to update 
BGCA facilities that serve teens in com-
munities across the nation. According 
to BGCA, the partnership “seeks to 
create a stronger generation of future 
leaders by providing critical resources 
that will inspire and enable teens to 
graduate from high school and unlock 
opportunities for college and jobs they 
may have only dreamed possible.”
 By 2018, Taco Bell will have pro-
vided tools, resources and mentors to 
nearly all 4,000 Boys and Girls Clubs 
across the country and anticipates 
supporting more than 500,000 teens, 
focusing on high school graduation and 

success.
 “On a local level, this funding helps 
to ensure all the clubs have the neces-
sary programming and resources needed 
so that existing and future club mem-
bers graduate from high school and go 
on to live successful futures,” said Ron 
Soeder, president of the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Cleveland.
 HYC is a nonprofit organization 
that is partnered with the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Cleveland. Donations are 
welcome and can be sent to HYC, 2065 
Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, or made 
online at www.heightsyouthclub.org.

Louise Khayat is the administrator for the 
Heights Youth Club Board of Directors.

Tristan Thompson took this selfie with teens at the 
Heights youth Club.
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stuff where everyone 
can admire it.

Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

One Day Sale x2!
Monday, Aug. 18 or Sept. 8

Get unlimited classes 
through 2014!

FOR ONLY $99!
Register by phone or in person
M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m. 
South Euclid Methodist Church

M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m. 
SaT. 8:45 a.m. Sun. 9:30 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center

Contact Mary Beth: (440)655-5394
marybethmccnn@gmail.com

Pilates, yoga and hip-hop inspired dance moves 
to great music PLUS core and strength training!

www.facebook.com/JazzerciseClevelandHeightsSouthEuclid
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Perry Auto Center

 Car Sales 
Buy Here Pay Here

0% interest
Warranties available

Body and mechanical 
repairs financed

Interested in seeing the car? 
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Spring Specials
2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)
1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation 
w/ Premium Pad

In Store Payment Plan 
(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*

Bring this ad and  
recieve a discount!
Discount NOT valid on specials!

www.shorecarpet2.com

Shore 
Carpet II 
216-531-9105

625 East 185th Street, Cleveland, OH 44119

Mon-Tue 10-6
Wed 10-5
Thu 10-7
Fri 10-4
Sat 10-3
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Company coming 
this summer or fall? 

 
We have cozy rooms and 

spacious apartments for your out-of-town guests! 

 
With rates starting at just $89/night*, 

you can host that family reunion after all! 
 

* plus tax.  Complimentary continental breakfast and 
parking in our underground garage included! 

 
 
 

                             For reservations,  
                              216-321-5400 

                                       or visit us online: 
                                     www.thealcazar.com 
 
  listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Conveniently located close to University Circle  
at the top of Cedar Hill in Cleveland Heights’  

vibrant Cedar Fairmount neighborhood 
 
 

2450 Derbyshire Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 

Cleveland Heights residents launch Time Bank
Greg Coleridge

Residents of Cleveland Heights are launch-
ing an alternative service exchange system, 
called a Time Bank.
 Time Banks place value on human 
support services that the current dominant 
economy deemphasizes. Providing such 
services strengthens the community fabric.
 Participants earn “time credits” or 
“hours” when they perform needed services 
for other participants. Credits or hours are 
electronically “banked” for spending on 
services from other participants. All time 
is valued equally.
 John Clark, one of the Heights resi-
dents helping launch the local service ex-
change system, believes a Cleveland Heights 
Time Bank can contribute to meeting the 
needs of the city and its residents, affirming 
people’s existing skills and talents, helping 
rethink to create alternative monetary 
systems and, most importantly, supporting 
each other by building community. He first 
learned about Time Banks when visiting a 
sustainably oriented community in Missouri 
in 2010.
 “Money is a tool for facilitating ex-
change,” Clark said. “Time Banks are 
another way for facilitating exchanges. My 
hope is that we can facilitate relationships 
and interdependence on one another. We 
rely on each other. Together, we can support 
one another.”
 More than 300 Time Banks exist in 40 

states across the country, with hundreds 
more in 34 other countries. A Cleveland 
Heights Time Bank would join similar 
systems in Kent, Cleveland and Akron in 
Northeast Ohio. Leah Davis, coordinator 
of the Akron Time Bank and staff member 
of the Northeast Ohio American Friends 
Service Committee, spoke about the Akron 
program in Cleveland Heights earlier this 
year. That marked the start of the local ef-
fort.
 The Cleveland Heights Time Bank is 
just beginning. Several preliminary meetings 
have been held. The system’s infrastructure 
has been established. The Heights branch 
now has access to the hOurworld software 
system, to log time credits and debits.
 Clark believes the Time Bank can be 
useful to everyone in the area: “Even those 
who put in a lot of time in the dominant 
economic system still find time to help in 
building their community. A Time Bank is 
a way to keep track of and acknowledge the 
time we already give and to focus our time in 
ways that the community values as a whole. 
It gives a sense of gratitude. It symbolizes 
the service and time we give one another. 
It rewards everyone who contributes.”
 There is no cost to join the Time Bank. 
For more information, e-mail chtimebank@
googlegroups.com.

Greg Coleridge is director of the Northeast Ohio 
American Friends Service Committee and Cleve-
land Heights resident.

Nighttown fashion show 
benefits two local nonprofits
Laura Potter

On Saturday, Aug. 30, Dress for Suc-
cess Cleveland, Ten Thousand Villages 
and Virginia Marti College of Art and 
Design are partnering to bring an af-
ternoon of fashion and philanthropy to 
Nighttown, in Cleveland Heights. The 
event, Dressed to the Tens, features 
a fashion show produced by students 
from Virginia Marti College. Dressed 
to the Tens also supports two local non-
profits—Dress for Success Cleveland 
and Ten Thousand Villages—that work 
for the empowerment of women.
 The mission of Dress for Success 
Cleveland is to promote the indepen-
dence of economically disadvantaged 
women and to help them overcome bar-
riers to employment. The organization 
provides professional attire, a network 
of support and the career development 
tools to help women thrive in work and 
in life. The clothing modeled in the 
fashion show will be for sale following 
the show. Among the items of clothing 
will be gently worn gowns, fur coats, 
dresses, suits and more.
 Ten Thousand Villages is contrib-
uting fair trade personal accessories, 

both in the fashion show and for sale. 
The mission of Ten Thousand Villages 
is to create opportunities for artisans in 
developing countries to earn income by 
bringing their products to U.S. markets 
through long-term fair trading relation-
ships. More than 60 percent of Ten 
Thousand Villages’ artisans are women 
who are able to empower themselves 
and their communities through craft 
sales, healthcare and education.
 Dressed to the Tens is for all women 
who are looking for fabulous wardrobe 
purchases and the satisfaction of know-
ing that their purchases go a long way 
toward helping other women.
 The event runs from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., with the fashion show begin-
ning at noon. Reserve a seat by calling 
216-881-6048 or stop by Ten Thousand 
Villages, 12425 Cedar Road, to make a 
reservation in person for priority seat-
ing at the fashion show and to receive a 
raffle ticket.

Laura Potter is store manager for Ten Thou-
sand Villages in Cleveland Heights, a mem-
ber of the Ohio Fair Trade Expo Committee 
and the Cedar Fairmount SID Marketing 
Committee.

 The city has held discussions 
with residents about a park on the 
Fuchs Mizrachi site since 2012, 
when it purchased the property for 
$600,000. The city formed a citizens 
committee to help determine its use 
and paid approximately $230,000 
for building demolition and asbestos 
abatement.

bond issue continued from page 1

one used on TV’s “So You Think You 
Can Dance.”
 Rick Smith Jr. will emcee the event. 
Dr. U. R. Awesome, the bubble guy, will 
add to the entertainment.
 The first place winner will receive 
$1,000 in cash, $1,500 toward the pur-
chase of a new Honda or Toyota, and a 
two-year free Platinum Rewards Package 
from Motorcars. The second place winner 
will receive $500 in cash, $1,000 toward 
the purchase of a new Honda or Toyota, 
and a one-year free Platinum Rewards 
Package from Motorcars. The third place 
winner will receive $250 in cash, $500 
toward the purchase of a new Honda 
or Toyota, and a one-year free Platinum 
Rewards Package from Motorcars.
 Gile added, “We are in the process of 
finalizing the remaining prizes, and I am 
confident that all in attendance will be 
extremely happy they attended the event.”
 The free show begins at 7 p.m., and 
while no ticket is necessary for open 
seating, Heights residents can stop 
by Cain Park, Motorcars Honda and 
Toyota, Tommy’s and other participat-
ing locations prior to the event to pick 
up a ticket for preferred seating closer 
to the stage, which is also a raffle ticket. 
Drawings will be held before the show 

and during intermission for one of five 
$100 gift cards and several gift certifi-
cates for free oil changes, car washes and 
vehicle detailing at Motorcars. Raffle 
ticket holders must be present to win.
 Gile said that Motorcars is looking 
for a wide variety of talents—singing, 
dancing, magic, comedy, dramatic 
monologue, juggling, yo-yo tricks, 
mime, gymnastics, reciting poetry or 
playing an instrument. However, he 
noted that participants must keep the 
content family-friendly and that contest 
rules prohibit the use of fire in the acts.
 To enter, participants must upload a 
video to YouTube or Vimeo and register at 
the Heights’ Got Talent website. Children 
under the age of 18 must have permission 
of a parent or guardian to participate. 
Motorcars will validate all entries and the 
public will vote for their favorite acts.
 The deadline for registration is 
Aug. 8, and online voting will begin at 
midnight on Aug. 9. Those receiving the 
most votes during the 48-hour online-
voting period will be selected to perform 
in the Aug. 17 live event.
 For more information and to regis-
ter, visit www.heightsgottalent.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of Fu-
tureHeights and publisher of the Heights Observer.

heights got talent continued from page 1

 Braun & Steidl architects cre-
ated preliminary plans and sketches 
for the park, which are posted on 
the city’s website at www.universi-
tyheights.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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Enroll Now!

Take advantage of the lowest 
tuition in Northeast Ohio.

Easily transfer your credits to a  
four-year university.

14-4286

For more information, go to  
tri-c.edu/metro, or call 216-987-6000

Metropolitan Campus  |  2900 Community College Ave.  | Cleveland, OH 44115

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

La Tea Dolly unveils Little Free Library Aug. 2

Deanna Bremer Fisher

La Tea Dolly, a children’s tea shop 
located at 1637 Lee Road, is the first 
Cleveland Heights business to host a 
Little Free Library on its premises. The 
shop will hold an unveiling ceremony 
and grand opening of the library on 
Saturday, Aug. 2, at 11 a.m.
 Owner Monica Davis received a 
donated Little Free Library box from 
Margaret Bernstein of the Literacy Co-
operative (www.literacycooperative.org). 
“She secured the donor for my box and 
I agreed to become the steward,” said 
Davis. “I am responsible for engaging 
the community, keeping the library 
full, promotions—and, of course, I’m 
redecorating it.” Davis will reveal the 
new design for the box on Aug. 2. 
 “I have been transforming it to 
match La Tea Dolly’s decor, so it is 
mostly pink and white,” she said. “But, 
hopefully, people will donate books for 
both boys and girls. You can follow the 
transformation on my website and on 
Twitter. But, it is not going to be just 
a cute little structure; its purpose is 
to build a sense of community, and to 
promote literacy and the love of read-
ing by building free book exchanges 
worldwide.”
 Davis said she loves reading. “When 
I came across this movement on Twitter, 
I knew I wanted to be involved,” she said. 
“It is a way for me to increase literacy 
and make a difference in this commu-

nity. Also, I love the Little Free Library 
motto, ‘take a book, return a book.’ ”
 Davis said that although the library 
will be located inside La Tea Dolly, she 
will place it outside the business when 
weather permits. “We hope that you stop 
by and bring a book, and take whatever 
book catches your fancy,” she said.
 The ceremony will feature refresh-
ments, crafts and, of course, books. “The 
library belongs to the neighborhood, not 
just La Tea Dolly,” said Davis. “The books 
are always a gift—never for sale.”
 La Tea Dolly is open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 5–8 p.m., and 
Saturday, 12–8 p.m., and by appointment.
 Learn more at www.littlefreelibrary.
org and www.lateadolly.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Monica davis shows off the newly donated Little 
Free Library that she will transform and unveil 
on aug. 2.

Bob Cheshier Memorial Little Free Library installed at St. Paul’s

Nancy Sherwin 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2747 
Fairmount Blvd., is the site of the 
Bob Cheshier Memorial Little Free 
Library. Although Cheshier died just 
over a year ago, his legacy lives on in 
the Little Free Library movement 
that he brought to Cleveland.
 The movement began in 2009 
when Todd Bol of Hudson, Wis., built 
a model of a one-room schoolhouse 
as a tribute to his mother, a former 
school teacher who loved reading, 
and placed it on a post in his front 
yard with a sign that said, “free 
books.” His friend, Rick Brooks, a 
youth and community-development 
educator, saw the potential of the 
idea as a way to achieve a variety of 
goals for the common good.
 The resulting Little Free Librar-
ies movement has the dual goals of 
promoting literacy and a love of read-
ing, and building a sense of commu-
nity through shared skills, creativity 
and wisdom across generations.
 Cheshier, a member of St. Paul’s, 

loved the idea and thought that there 
should be a Little Free Library near 
every Cleveland public school. He 
embarked on a mission to make it 
happen.
 The first libraries he had built 
looked like Bol’s original model, 
a little red schoolhouse complete 
with a cupola and bell. Plain Dealer 
columnist Margaret Bernstein wrote 
about Cheshier’s efforts, and the idea 
spread. Soon, Little Free Libraries 
were springing up around Greater 
Cleveland.
 Heights Libraries has two Little 
Free Libraries that it sponsors: one at 
Canterbury Elementary School and 
the other at the Noble Neighborhood 
Library.
 Cheshier’s friends at St. Paul’s 
wanted to memorialize him and his 
work, so members of the church’s 
Global Mission Action Group and 
its affiliated nonprofit, Third World 
Books, commissioned the Bob 
Cheshier Memorial Little Free Li-
brary and placed it on the church 
grounds—near the preschool en-

trance off of North St. James Park-
way. The library holds a memorial 
plaque, created by Todd Bol, that 

Traditional and Gourmet Pizza
Calzones, soups, pasta, subs, salads, wings, pizza 
by the slice, authentic Italian gelato and more

• Credit Cards 
• Case Cash
• Open 7 Days
• Carry Out/Eat In
• Delivery (limited radius)

Mention this ad for $2 off a large pizza or $1 off a large sub
(Not valid with any other offer)

2188 Murray Hill Road (at Cornell) • (216) 229-9050
www.LaPizzeriaLittleItaly.com

Mon-Thurs: 10:30am-10pm • Fri-Sat: 10:30am-Midnight • Sun: Noon-10pm

acknowledges Cheshier’s vision and 
devotion to his mission.
 The Rev. Alan Gates, former 
rector of St. Paul’s (now the Bishop-
elect of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Massachusetts) dedicated the library 
in June, with more than 50 people in 
attendance, including students from 
Open Doors Academy, which meets 
at St. Paul’s. 
 Children, adults—anyone passing 
by St. Paul’s—is encouraged to “Take 
a Book—Leave a Book.”
 For more information about the 
Little Free Library movement, visit 
www.littlefreelibrary.org. If you are 
interested in establishing a library in 
your neighborhood, contact Marga-
ret Bernstein, local volunteer facilita-
tor, at margaretbernstein@sbcglobal.
net.

Nancy Sherwin is a member of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and treasurer of Third 
World Books.

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

N
a

N
c

y 
sh

er
W

iN

a plaque on st. paul’s little free library honors 
Bob Cheshier.
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community news

Cast your ballot 
today for Best of 
the Heights! 
 

Complete this ballot or go online to: 
www.futureheights.org 
 
Deadline for ballot submission: 
August 31, 2014 
 
Please Note! 
Voting is for Cleveland Heights and  
University Heights localities only. 
 
One ballot per person. 
 
In order for your ballot to be counted, 
you need to vote for at least half (11) of 
the ballot categories and include your 
name and contact information. Ballots 
not meeting these requirements will be 
considered invalid. 
 
Mail your ballot to: 
FutureHeights 
2843 Washington Blvd. #105 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Questions? Call 216-320-1423 
Name:____________________________ 

Address:___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Phone:____________________________ 

E-mail:____________________________ 

 

Best New Business 

Best University Heights Business 

Best Cleveland Heights Business 

Best Place for Sweet Treats 

Best Live Entertainment 

Best Customer Experience 

Best Pizza 

Best Bar, Pub or Tavern 

Best Healthy Eats 

Best Automotive Business 

 

Best Home-Based Business 

Best Carry Out Only 

Best Hairstylist (individual’s name and place of business) 

Best Barber (individual’s name and place of business) 

Best Family-Friendly Business 

Best Curb Appeal 

Best Clothing-Related Business 

Best African-American-Owned Business 

Best Pet-related Business 

Most Enduring CH or UH Business 

Best Food 

Bonus Question: What New Business 
Would You Like to See in the Heights? 

troy mccarty (right) leads cavaliers players and staff in a Pilates workout.

Charniece Holmes

Do you have a child who will be 
attending a Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights City School District 
kindergarten this fall? 
 Family Connections and the 
CH-UH City School District invite 
you and your child to attend Kinder-
garten Kickoff, where your child can 
get a jumpstart on kindergarten at 
the elementary school he or she will 
attend. 
 Families will have the opportu-
nity to meet with school staff, tour 
the school building, make ice cream 
sundaes and meet new kindergarten 
friends. 
 Incoming kindergarteners will 
visit a classroom and learn about 
sitting “criss-cross applesauce,” and 
each will receive a copy of Wimberly 
Worried by Kevin  Henkes, which a 
teacher will read at the event. 
 Parents will receive tips on how 
to ease the transition to kindergar-
ten, and the evening will end with a 
family craft.
 Kickoff dates for each CH-UH 
elementary school are listed below, 
and all programs will take place 6–8 
p.m.
   Aug. 5: Gearity
   Aug. 6: Canterbury
   Aug. 12: Boulevard

   Aug. 13: Fairfaix
   Aug. 19: Roxboro
   Aug. 20: Noble
   Aug. 21: Oxford
 
 Space is limited at each event. 
Call Family Connections at 216-321-
0079, 48 hours in advance of the 
event, to reserve your space. Child-
care will be provided for siblings of 
incoming kindergarteners.  
 Family Connections has been 
providing early literacy, parenting 
support and school-readiness servic-
es to Greater Cleveland families for 
more than 30 years. Its services for 
parents begin when their children 
are newborns, and continue through 
kindergarten. 
 Family Connections offers op-
portunities for parents with children 
up to six years of age to develop 
school-readiness skills, learn to play 
with a purpose with their children, 
and find support. 
 The organization views its part-
nership with the school district as a 
key to its mission to support fami-
lies. 

Charniece Holmes is the coordinator 
for Family Connections neighborhood-
based family literacy and engagement  
program, located in all CH-UH elemen-
tary schools.  
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cleveland cavaliers train at 
white cloud studio in cH
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Cleveland Cavaliers have discov-
ered the benefits of Pilates at White 
Cloud Studio in the Cedar Fairmount 
Business District. Troy McCarty, 
owner and lead instructor, works with 
several Cavs players weekly, supported 
by staff members Raudel Napoles, Or 
Sagi-Woodson and Laurie Guenther. 
Members of the Cavs who train at 
White Cloud include Alex Moore, who 
oversees the Cavaliers Performance 
Team; Derek Millender, assistant 
strength and conditioning coach; 
Anthony Bennett, power forward; 
Matthew Dellavedova, point forward; 
Scotty Hopson, small forward; Sergey 
Karasev, small forward; and Carrick 
Felix, shooting guard.

According to McCarty, the Cavs are 

always looking for new ways to supple-
ment their workout regime: “Pilates is 
a favorite of more established players—
think Kobe Bryant and even our very 
own (once again) Lebron James. Pilates 
offers them a new form of exercise that 
focuses on the core and its relation to 
the rest of the body.”

Guenther said, “The Cavaliers chose 
to approach Troy because of his reputa-
tion. Not only is he recognized in the 
local community as the go-to instructor 
for Pilates, he is also recognized on an 
international level. Troy’s experience 
with the Cleveland Indians was well 
known in the Cleveland sports com-
munity.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Family connections orients 
kids to kindergarten
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JUNE 17, 2014
Board member Eric Coble was excused.

School bus parking
The board approved a nonbinding 
proposal for the district to lease from Park 
Synagogue certain property for school 
bus parking. This proposal must go to the 
city’s planning commission, and costs and 
numbers are forthcoming. Facilities project 
monies would pay for expenses, including 
fencing, lanes and electricity.

Voluntary student insurance
The board approved the recommendation 
to offer voluntary student health insurance 
for the 2014–15 school year. Few students 
accept this offer.

Facilities update
Steve Zanonni, facilities manager, presented 
an update on the facilities and associated 
enabling projects, including the following:
•  The program of space requirements was 

given, which included space requirements 
for 1,680 students. Space for depart-
ments and offices was also listed.

•  Documents for changing Wiley Middle 
School to a temporary high school were 
given to the City of University Heights.

•  Bus parking recommendations at Park 
Synagogue will go to the Cleveland 
Heights Planning Commission in August.

•  Monticello’s paving project is completed.
•  Roxboro’s auditorium project is scheduled 

for July 7.
•  The task of finding a temporary pool for 

the high school is in process. Contacts 
with other schools and communities, such 
as Warrensville Heights, are scheduled.

•  The stadium project is on schedule.
•  The public meeting process for the high 

school is complete. There were more 
meetings than with other projects. There 
was good participation and discussion 
of building space utilization, use of class-
rooms, career tech, and which career 
tech programs to include, such as the 
culinary program.

 Discussion of Zanonni’s presentation 
included requests for more information on 
the culinary program and the expense of 
equipment. The [new] pool was noted to 
be bigger than the old one, and a black 
box theater was discussed. These projects 
need much more research.

Program of requirements
The High School Reconstruction Project 
Program of Requirements (POR), dated June 
17, was also addressed. Space footage 
requirements are not calculated on a strictly 
per student basis but according to pro-
gram needs. Suggestions from the public, 
teachers and staff on how to use the space 
included:
•    The design of the cafeteria.
•    The space requirements for science 

preparation and storage.
•    Visual art space, and art studio inclu-

sions, such as for jewelry design.
•    The student flow of the building and how 

to place the various departments.
•    Community access and public use of the 

building and security issues.
•    A box office setup for the auditorium.
 The budget is below the estimate; howev-
er, because there is no design yet, it is based 
on similar projects. The numbers will change.
 After the discussion, the board ap-
proved the POR, with an estimate of 
$78,822,144, and the project schedule. 
The board authorized BSHM Architects to 
continue with the schematic design phase 
according to the POR.

Public comment
After debate among board members, an 
exception was made to allow audience par-
ticipation from four speakers, each limited 
to three minutes. The speakers stressed that 
the public wants a response to its sugges-
tions, and that no answers were given to 
questions about increased programs for 
auto mechanic, fine arts, and culinary 
students. They also urged that career tech 
offerings be competitive with programs of-
fered by other area schools.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

JULY 8, 2014
All board members were present.

Superintendent McDaniel
There was a reception for Superintendent 
Nylajean McDaniel before the meeting. 
Board President Ron Register spoke about 
McDaniel and thanked her for postponing 
her retirement to serve as superintendent. 

The board presented her with a book titled 
65 Things to do After You Retire.

Library levy
The Cleveland Heights-University Heights Pub-
lic Library Board presented its need for a levy. 
The school board approved the request to 
place a 2.2 mill levy on the November ballot. 
This levy will cost a homeowner $77 per year 
per each $100,000 of home valuation.

Public comment
Resident Sam Bell reported that the director 
of Career Tech Education (CTE) was not 
updating CTE for jobs in the 21st century.

Field trip
The board approved the Monticello Middle 
School seventh- and eighth-grade field trip 
to the Cuyahoga Valley Environmental 
Education Center for Sept 9–12.

Administrative appointments
Katrina Hicks, the new Gearity principal, and 
Zorba Ross, new administrative principal of 
Heights High, were introduced, and each spoke.

Renovations of Heights High
Register announced the key meetings on the 
schematic design phase of the Cleveland 
Heights High School renovation. These 
meetings will encourage public discussion 
and take place at the Delisle Center at 7 
p.m., July 15, Aug. 19 and Sept. 16.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Board of Education    
meeting highlights

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 6.

Angee Shaker

[Editor’s Note: Angee Shaker, director of 
communications for the CH-UH City School 
District, provided the following update on 
the Heights High project. Two upcoming 
public meetings, where community members 
will have a chance to see plans and ask ques-
tions, are scheduled for Aug. 19 and Sept. 16. 
At the Sept. 16 meeting, the final design will 
be presented and construction managers will 
present a cost estimate.]
 The high school project has now 
moved into the Schematic Design Phase 
which includes floor and site plans, the 
exterior design concept and cost esti-
mates.
 The Board of Education (BOE) ap-
proved the Program of Requirements 
(POR) at the June 17 board work ses-
sion. The POR is a document that lists 
the spaces and sizes of spaces required 
to be included in the building, as well as 
notes and other information necessary 
to begin the design of the floor plans, 
such as how the spaces should relate to 

each other. The square footage alloca-
tions are subject to change as the plans 
are finalized. 
 During the week of June 23, Gary 
Balog, architect, and his team from Ba-
log, Steines, Hendricks & Manchester, 
met with all of the internal working 
groups to show a concept design of what 
the internal floor plan of the renovated 
Heights High may look like. The pur-
pose of these meetings was to gather 
additional input about the preferred lo-
cation of the spaces inside the building, 
how the spaces relate to each other, and 
where major building entrances need to 
be.
 Balog and his team then adjusted 
the design based on the feedback from 
the internal working groups. The de-
sign team and internal working groups 
reviewed the changes and a preliminary 
site plan in early July and met with dis-
trict leaders to review progress on the 
plans. During this phase of the design 
process, the construction management 
team of Gilbane/Ozanne is working 

with the design team, calculating po-
tential costs for the construction and 
keeping the project on track to stay 
within the established budget.
 The BOE held a School Design 
Project Special Meeting on July 15 and 
plans two more during the Schematic 
Design Phase.
 At the July 15 special meeting, 
the design team presented a draft of 
the schematic floor and site plan to 
the board and community. The plan 
included the floor plans of the build-
ing and a site plan, indicating parking 
and traffic flow patterns. Community 
members had an opportunity to ask 
questions and provide input following 
the presentation.
 At the Aug. 19 special meeting, the 
design team will provide another review 
of the site and floor plans and also pres-
ent a concept of the exterior design for 
the renovated high school. Immediately 
following the board presentation and 
discussion, the community will again be 
able to ask questions and the team will 

collect additional information and reac-
tion to the design from the community.
 The expectation for the Sept. 16 
special meeting is that the final Sche-
matic Design Package will be presented 
and the Gilbane/Ozanne construction 
management team will present a cost 
estimate for the construction of this 
design. Prior to the board voting on the 
final schematic design and cost package, 
the community will have yet another 
opportunity to ask questions and make 
comments concerning the design and 
budget. Upon approval of the schematic 
design, the project will advance to the 
Design Development Phase.
 Throughout the process, all ques-
tions and concerns about the project 
should be e-mailed to info@chuh.org.
 To continue to follow the project 
and review past presentations, go to 
the Create the Future blog at http://
createthefutureheightsschools.org/.

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for the CH-UH City School District.

District outlines next steps in cHHs renovation project

Angee Shaker

With the input and participation of staff 
and parents, the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District 
selected Katrina Hicks to be the new 
principal of Gearity Professional Devel-
opment School. Hicks takes over from 
the previous principal, Michele Evans, 
who accepted a position with the Wad-
sworth City School District. 
 Hicks has worked in the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District (CMSD) 
since 1993. She began as a classroom 
teacher and later served as a program 
manager at the Emile DeSauze Enrich-
ment Center. She subsequently worked 
as an assistant principal and then prin-
cipal with CMSD. Most recently, as 
principal of H. Barbara Booker Elemen-
tary School, she increased the school’s 
performance index from 66.1 to 74 over 
a two-year period. Hicks also serves 
as a school trainer for the Family and 
Children First Council. She holds both 
a B.A. and M.A. from Cleveland State 
University. 

 G e a r i t y 
parents par -
t ic ipated i n 
the process of 
finding a new 
school leader 
by taking part 
in the second 
round of candi-
date interviews. 
Hicks was subsequently named to the 
position by Talisa L. Dixon, the new 
district superintendent.     
 “Katrina Hicks is going to be a 
great leader for the Gearity Professional 
Development School, and I can’t wait 
to work with her to build on Gearity’s 
successes and make it an even stronger 
asset to our community,” said Dixon. 
“She is a proven leader who performed 
exceptionally in her time with the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District and 
we look forward to her leadership in our 
community.”

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for CH-UH City School District.

District announces new principal for  
gearity Professional Development school

Katrina Hicks
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Bob Rosenbaum

In the basement of Cleveland Heights 
High School, Peter Eckendorf—a 2003 
Heights alumnus who could still pass 
for a student—is leading a program 
that raises standards for the school’s 
nearly 500 student athletes. Under the 
direction of Athletic Director Kristin 
Hughes, Eckendorf manages the Learn-
ing Center, which helps the coaches 
of varsity sports programs by tracking 
the grades of players and providing 
skilled tutoring to help them maintain 
academic eligibility. The coming school 
year will be the center’s third.
 “We want to make a smooth tran-
sition for our kids from high school to 
college,” said Eckendorf. For a number 
of Heights students, athletics opens the 
door to college in the first place. “If you 
play in college, you have to go to study 
tables and you have to be accountable 
for the academic work you do.” The 
Learning Center is modeled after college 
programs and is the first high school pro-
gram of its kind, to Hughes’ knowledge, 
and it provides four main services.
 First, it tracks the grades of every 
student athlete. If a mid-quarter prog-
ress report shows a D or an F in a core 
class, the student is required to attend a 
study table and tutoring for 90 minutes 

between the end of the school day and 
the beginning of practice.
 Second, the program tracks eligi-
bility—a separate calculation because 
required attendance at the Learning 
Center is triggered well before a player 
becomes ineligible.
 Third, it provides tutoring in Eng-
lish, science, math and social studies 
by six Heights High teachers, who are 
paid through supplemental contracts. 
Eckendorf has noticed more and more 
students coming in for help with assign-
ments or test prep, even if their grades 

don’t require them to attend.
 Fourth, the Learning Center co-
ordinates communication between the 
coaching staff of each sport, the students 
and their parents. Coaches know which 
of their players are required to attend, 
and they receive daily attendance re-
ports. “If you don’t go, we’ll run you until 
you figure it out,” quipped Jeff Rotsky, 
head football coach, who has arguably 
built the first winning culture in the 
last 30 years of Tiger football. “Win-
ning football games is the last priority 
of every coach on our staff,” he said. 
“Our mission is to be mentors to young 
African-American men and to be role 
models—and to get them into college 
at all costs.”
 He considers the Learning Center 
an important tool in that effort. “The 
NCAA is not making it easier for kids 
to qualify,” Rotsky noted, “and, in a 
handful of cases, these kids are the first 

Heights High program helps student athletes prepare for college

Angee Shaker

The Cleveland Heights–University 
Heights City School District has an-
nounced that Zoraba Q Ross is the new 
administrative principal of Cleveland 
Heights High School. Johnetta Wiley, 
the former administrative principal, now 
serves as the district’s director of special 
programs and compliance.
 Ross has worked in the South-
Western City School District as assistant 
principal and athletic director at Central 
Crossing High School. In this role, Ross 
assisted the principal in supervision and 
evaluation of all personnel, and he was 
also responsible for management of the 
athletic department. Prior to joining 
South-Western, Ross served as a principal 
and assistant principal in the Groveport 
Madison Local Schools. Ross holds a 
bachelor’s degree from The Ohio State 
University and a master’s in education 
from Ashland University.
 Ross was hired after a lengthy in-

terview pro-
cess. He was 
recently named 
2014 Principal 
of the Year by 
the Ohio Alli-
ance of Black 
School Educa-
tors. In addi-
tion to his extensive work experience, 
Ross has been an active member of the 
Columbus educational community,  
leading the Breakfast with a Purpose 
meeting of African-American school edu-
cators and co-authoring several published 
articles.
 “This is a very exciting time for our 
high school and I am confident that Mr. 
Ross is the principal to guide our students 
through the transition and into the fu-
ture,” said Talisa L. Dixon, the district’s 
new superintendent. 

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for CH-UH City School District.

new administrative principal named 
for cleveland Heights High school

Your neighbor; your plumber 
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating 

systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, 

bonded & insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 • herbsplumbing@sbcglobal.net

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

Mention this ad for 10% off 
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

Learn how to heal 
yourself with Reiki!

Loving Hands 
Yoga & Reiki

Call 216.408.5578
or go to 

LovingHandsYoga.com 
for class dates and information

Next class is Aug. 2

Fast…
And

Professional

Services Include:

Property Tax Appeals

Bank Appraisals

Bankruptcy

Divorce 

Probate 

Estate 

Mike Neimeier

www.ClevelandHomeAppraisal.com

(216) 932-4663

Cleveland Home Appraisal
Certified Real Estate Appraisers

Zoraba Ross

in their family to ever think about col-
lege. The Learning Center is making 
sure kids are taking all the right classes 
and staying with them on all their work, 
making sure they’re signed up for ACTs 
and SATs, and doing a lot of legwork to 
make sure parents are involved.”
 Early indications are that the pro-
gram works. Rotsky stated that 16 out of 
30 seniors from last year’s football team 
earned college scholarships—something 
that was not happening when he started 
working at Heights.
 At its peak last year—during the 
third quarter, when spring sports were 
starting—204 students were enrolled at 
the Learning Center. At least 25 percent 
of them brought up their grades enough, 
within a few weeks, that they were no 
longer required to attend, and most 
maintained academic eligibility to play. 
More precise figures are difficult to pin 
down, because many students continued 
coming to tutoring even though they 
were no longer required to do so.
 “Our goal is to help our academic 
athletes get the highest grades possible 
and to have as many of them eligible to 
play as we can,” Eckendorf said. The pro-
gram seems to work by serving student 
athletes at a critical stress point that 
typically gets overlooked: Students talk 
to teachers about grades, and they talk 
to coaches about the sport. The Learn-
ing Center offers guidance and support 
in that no-man’s land where the two 
intersect.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum 
is co-chair of the Heights Observer Advisory 
Committee and is responsible for its advertis-
ing sales and market development.

Peter eckendorf played varsity soccer at seton Hall university before returning to his alma mater as 
coordinator of the learning center for student athletes at Heights High.
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Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 

Judith Eugene

Warm temperatures are a welcome 
relief from the frigid weather we had 
last winter. Hot and humid weather, 
however, can bring challenges and dan-
gers for seniors. Here are some tips to 
help keep you safe during the summer.
 Keep cool. When body tem-
perature rises, our body naturally sends 
more blood to circulate through our 
skin. This leaves less blood for our 
muscles, which in turn increases our 
heart rate. The body faces additional 
stress when humidity is high, because 
sweat cannot readily evaporate through 
the skin to cool us.
 University Hospitals (UH) advises 
staying cool by wearing lightweight, 
light-colored clothing, avoiding out-
door exertion between 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m., and taking refuge near a fan or 
air conditioner when you feel hot. Ex-

Hot weather safety tips for seniors

senioR scene

perts also advise limiting your intake 
of high-protein foods, as these can 
increase metabolic heat. You should 
also consider exercising indoors, in an 
air-conditioned fitness center or shop-
ping mall. 
 Stay hydrated. The likelihood 
of dehydration increases as the tem-
perature rises. In addition, our sense of 
thirst decreases as we age, making thirst 
an unreliable gauge of the body’s need 
for water. It is therefore very important 
to drink water even though you may not 
feel thirsty.
 According to the Mayo Clinic, 
urine color is a reliable indicator of hy-
dration. Urine should be clear or light- 
colored. Dark yellow or amber urine 
indicates insufficient hydration. Other 
signs of dehydration include a dry or 
sticky mouth, sleepiness, decreased 
urination, dry skin, headaches and 
dizziness. UH advises against drinking 
caffeinated and alcoholic beverages as 
these can interfere with hydration.
 Protect yourself. To help avoid 
skin damage from summer’s intense 
UV rays, wear a wide-brimmed hat and 
sunscreen when you go outside. UH 

recommends using a sunscreen with 
UVA protection and an SPF of at least 
30. Wear protective clothing that allows 
perspiration to evaporate, and also wear 
sunglasses to protect your eyes from 
glare.
 Practice food safety. As room 
temperature increases, the length of 
time that perishable foods can safely 
stay out of the refrigerator decreases. 
The Mayo Clinic advises that perish-
ables may be left out at room tem-
perature for no more than two hours. 
When the temperature rises above 90 
degrees, the safe limit decreases to one 
hour. Bacteria that cause food poison-
ing do not change the taste or smell of 
food, so it is difficult to tell if something 
has become contaminated. Watch the 
clock or set a timer when you remove 
perishable items from the refrigerator. 
Remember to practice these safety 
tips when you grill outdoors or bring 
perishables to a picnic.
 People with diabetes need to take 
extra precautions in hot weather. The 
Mayo Clinic reports that high blood 
sugar can contribute to dehydration. 
Moderate your glucose levels and avoid 
sugary beverages and sports drinks 
when you are hot. Be sure to test your 

blood sugar levels more often in hot 
weather.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for senior adults and 
those with physical and mental challenges 
through www.lovinghandsgroup.com. She 
may be reached at 216-408-5578 or judith@
lovinghandsgroup.com

Beth Bohn is part of a growing trend at Judson—she and her husband Earl 
moved to Judson Park from the west side of Cleveland. 

“We love having the Cleveland Orchestra and the Art Museum in our back 
yard now!” says Beth. “Plus, it’s great being close to the world-class 
healthcare of Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals.”

Judson Park’s distinct personality, which marries the best of Cleveland 
Heights with University Circle, appealed to Beth. “There’s a special mix of 
people here and it’s easy to make friends” she says. “I believe a good life 
includes strong bonds with friends.”

This is Smart Living™ defined at Judson Park. Interested in learning 
more? Call (216) 791-2004 to arrange for a tour today.

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park

“We love having the Orchestra and the 
Art Museum in our back yard now!”     
   —Beth Bohn, Judson Park resident since 2006

Becky Stager

 Homeowners often encounter 
sticker shock when they need a new 
water heater. Recent safety regulations 
have greatly increased the price of re-
placement units, making it especially 
difficult for senior homeowners, who 
must manage on a fixed income, to find 
the necessary funds.
 Cleveland Heights seniors can 
now get help from the Home Repair 
Resource Center (HRRC). A new water 
heater grant has been added to HRRC’s 
Financial Assistance Program, provid-
ing half the cost of materials and instal-
lation (up to $500) to eligible homeown-
ers. The remaining cost is paid from the 
applicant’s personal funds or, if other 
repairs are undertaken, combined into 
one of HRRC’s loan programs.
 To qualify for a grant, the applicant 
must be an owner/occupant of a Cleve-
land Heights home; the owner or co-
owner must be at least 62 years of age, or 
fully and permanently disabled; house-
hold income must fall within federal 
low- and moderate-income guidelines; 
and property taxes must be current.
 According to Wesley Walker, 
HRRC’s senior repair specialist, “We 
are really happy to provide this new way 
to help low-income elderly homeowners 
remain safe in their homes. [Because] 
seniors are no longer able to use Cleve-
land Heights’s $1,000 violation grant for 
interior repairs, and replacement costs 
have nearly doubled in recent years, our 
water heater grant ensures that our most 
vulnerable citizens will be able to have 
this necessary household appliance.”
 For further information, call 216-
381-6100, ext. 22.

Becky Stager has been the HRRC’s home 
repair education coordinator since 1989.

HRRc helps eligible 
seniors replace 
their water heaters
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1101413.4

Before investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses. Contact State 
Farm VP Management Corp (1-800-447-4930) for a prospectus or summary prospectus containing 

this and other information. Read it carefully. Securities are not FDIC insured, are not bank guaranteed 
and are subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal. AP2013/03/0938 State Farm VP 
Management Corp. One State Farm Plaza, Bloomington, Illinois 61710-0001. Neither State Farm nor its agents 

provide investment, tax, or legal advice.

The sooner you start investing, the more likely you are to reach 
your long-term goals. Ask me about State Farm Mutual Funds®.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Will your money 
retire before you do?

Lee Bachman, Agent
Registered Representative
Bus: 216-321-1422

Julia Murphy

Two ferrets, Chunky and Pepper, arrived 
on the back of a motorcycle. Chinese 
pigmy hamsters, a hermit crab and, of 
course, dogs were also there.
 Young owners brought their pets of 
all shapes and sizes and presented them 
center stage at the fourth annual Library 
Pet Show on July 3, outside the Lee Road 
Library.
 Master of ceremonies Brian Hare 
wore a full tuxedo for the event. His 
performance was marked by puns, some 
of which drew groans, and animal jokes 
set off by well-timed sound effects, in-
cluding drum rolls and crickets.

 “What rings true for every pet is 
that they are well-loved and cared for,” 
said Hare, who is head of youth services 
for the library.
 The pet show started four years ago 
with a grant from the Ezra Jack Keats 
Foundation. Keats was a children’s au-
thor, known and loved in the library 
world, who developed the use of collage 
in his illustrations. 
 Keats’ 1973 book The Pet Show 
inspired the Library Pet Show. Just as 
in Keats’ book, every pet received an 
award. Also, as in the book, many dif-
ferent types of animals participated. A 
mural of an illustration from another 
Keats book, A Whistle for Willie, hangs 

in the atrium of the Lee Road Library.
 “The pet show gives us a chance 
to take library programs outside and 
engage with people in a different way,” 
Hare said. 
 Rain and Kaya Wilson, owners of 
the ferrets Chunky and Pepper, noted, 
“We name most of our pets after things 
we can eat.”
 The pet show drew almost 50 
people, many of whom were passersby 
who stopped to see what was going on 
and were pleasantly surprised.  

Julia Murphy is the marketing assistant for 
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Public Library.

4th annual library Pet show celebrates good pet care and beloved childrens’ book

what’s going on at your library? 
Throughout the month of August, 
Heights Libraries programs will include 
a selection of events on the theme 
“Looking through the LGBT Lens,” 
to coincide with the Gay Games being 
held in Cleveland.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Tuesday, Aug. 12, 4 p.m.
Clayworks: Birds of a Feather. Participants 
will enjoy a hands-on project about birds. 
For grades 3–6. Registration began July 29.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Thursday, Aug. 7, 6:15 p.m. reception,  
7 p.m. performances
LGBT Theater Showcase and Art Exhibi-
tion. Judah Leblang (“One Man’s Journey 
Through the Middle Ages”), Christine 
Howey (“Exact Change”), and award-
winning slam poet Eris Dyson will 
treat us to samples from their powerful 
works. Performances will take place at 
Dobama Theatre. A reception in the Lee 
Road Library art gallery will precede the 

performance, highlighting the LGBT 
art exhibition on display Aug. 4–30. 
This program is part of the “Looking 
through the LGBT Lens” series. Reg-
istration began July 24.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Monday, Aug. 11, 7 p.m.
West African Drum and Dance Class. 
Bring the whole family to our free 
West African Drum and Dance classes 
taught by Shenee King. Children, par-
ents and elders are encouraged to dance 
and drum, regardless of skill level. If 
you can talk you can sing, if you can 
walk you can dance (West African 
proverb). Registration began July 28.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Monday, Aug. 25, 6 p.m.
Cultural Encounters Film Series: “Carlos” 
(Spain and Romania, 2013, 116 minutes). 
This series features a hand-picked selec-
tion of foreign films, all with subtitles. 
No registration is required.

JUNE 16, 2014
Board Member Abby Botnick was absent.

Coventry children’s room
Coventry Village Library’s new children’s room 
is being designed to resemble the shire of the 
Hobbit books. The room will be in the back, and 
the wing that includes the fireplace will hold 
the entire adult collection. New carpet will be 
installed throughout the space.

Traffic safety at Lee Road Library
In response to numerous complaints from staff 
and customers about danger from traffic on Lee 
Road, the Cedar Lee Special Improvement Dis-
trict has been working with the City of Cleveland 
Heights and ODOT to redesign the crosswalk 
in front of the Lee Road Library. Traffic-calming 
islands and relocation of the southern sidewalk 
are part of the redesign.

May public service report highlights:
•   An update from the April report names the 

winners of Picture Book Madness, following 
the March Madness structure. Both Noble 
Neighborhood and Lee Road libraries held 
the contest. Noble’s winner was The True 
Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka. 
The Lee Road winner was Harry the Dirty 
Dog by Gene Zion.

•  Lifelong Cleveland Heights resident Lt. Col. 
(retired) Howard B. Pearce of the Ohio 
Army National Guard gave a presentation 
on May 29 about his tour of duty as a part 
of the NATO operation responsible for train-
ing members of the Afghan National Army.

•  The Cleveland Heights Landmark Com-
mission, the Cleveland Heights Historical 
Society and the Heights Libraries celebrated 
Preservation Month with three programs, 
which included lectures and an instructional 
program on fixing wood windows.

•  Coventry Village’s Seed Library had 45 
family and individual memberships in its 
first month.

•  Kristin Ohlson’s appearance for the May 
Cedar-Coventry Author Series drew 70 people 
to discuss her new book, The Soil will Save 
Us: How Scientists, Farmers, and Foodies are 
Healing the Soil to Save the Planet.

•  Adult Services Associate Greg Fisher accept-
ed a position as Riffle’s horror editor. Riffle is 
a website that features recommendations for 
readers, links to other social media sites and 
Heights Library’s blogs. He also presented 
a program on library resources for writers.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

SPECIAL MEETING – JUNE 23, 2014
Board Member Jeffrey Eummer was present 
by phone.

Levy to be on November ballot
Director Nancy Levin’s presentation highlighted 

features of the library, including its governance 
by a seven-member board of trustees appointed 
by the school board. She addressed the issue 
of library consolidation by pointing out that the 
library’s response is to be a longtime member 
of CLEVNET, a system linking 44 libraries in 12 
counties. Levin also summarized the library’s 
strengths:
•  The library has been rated a Library Journal 

Index Five Star Library, the highest rating, for 
five out of six years, the top three percent of 
libraries nationwide.

•  The library was one of the five percent of 
Ohio governmental offices to receive the 
Ohio Auditor of State Award of Distinction 
for 2012, with assurance that it is on track for 
the same designation in 2013, an indication 
of financial responsibility.

•  The library receives 50,000 phone calls a 
year, has 1 million visitors, and is physically 
open 72.5 hours per week while being avail-
able online 24/7.

•  The library partners with more than 50 local 
organizations in programming.

•  The library has a summer lunch program and 
provides after-school snacks.

 Levin summarized the library’s sources of 
funding: two-thirds comes from property taxes, 
one-third from the Ohio State Public Library Fund 
(PLF), and less than one percent from fines, fees 
and grants.
 Of concern is the continuing erosion of the 
PLF. Levin expects that eventually it will no longer 
exist. It currently funds Ohio’s libraries at the level 
of their state funding in 1996.
 A levy in 2014 will continue to support four 
buildings, possibly enable a return of hours, and 
will last at least five years, hopefully more. Timing 
of the levy was also discussed, with consensus 
that the November 2014 election would enable 
smaller election costs to the library as well as 
prevent it being on the ballot at the same time as 
a possible school levy.
 As Ohio’s library levies are capped at 10 
mills, the choice would be between 1.9 mills, the 
rate sought in the last library levy campaign, or 
2.2 mills, which would reach the 10-mill cap. 
The conclusion was to ask for 2.2 mils, and all 
six members present voted yes. As the board’s 
bylaws don’t allow phone votes, Board Member 
Jeffrey Eummer, who supported the measure 
and was present by phone, was unable to vote.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library Board 
meeting highlights

Paul Karboski shares his chinese pygmy hamster, 
batham ironham sonic Karboski the First.

look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 6.

 

(216) 392-1335                      class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 
 

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
 • Residential Driveways 

• Asphalt/Concrete/Masonry 
• Kitchens & Baths 
• Sit-In Tubs/Handicap Showers our specialty 

 

• Roofing 
• Sealcoating 
• Siding & Windows 

Ask for Gary or Mike 
(216) 392-1335 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Road 
www.class1pavers.com 

Look for the A+ logo 

Need money? 
Great Financing 
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A LIFETIME OF 
CHOICE DOESN’T 
END HERE.

 

855.852.5050
HospiceOfChoice.org

Most people think you call hospice when you’re all out of 

options. That’s not true if you call Hospice of the Western 

Reserve. As Northern Ohio’s most experienced and most 

referred hospice provider, we offer more options to 

personalize care. We focus on helping patients and their 

families live their lives where they choose – at our unique 

facilities, at home, at a hospital, at a nursing home or at 

an assisted living residence. Discover why the hospice of 

choice is Hospice of the Western Reserve.

Visit HospiceOfChoice.org. 

Choose the hospice of choice. 

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture Framing
2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Geraci’s Restaurant

award winning pizza

Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat starting at 4 p.m.

 $6 Appetizers $5 Cocktails
 $6 Martinis $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $6 Wines $3.50 Imports

Expires 9/30/2014. Alcohol excluded. 
Not valid with happy hour discounts or other  
offers/discounts.

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Bring in this ad 
and get 15% off 
your food bill.

Mary Ryan

More than 55 indepen-
dent, local business-
es—from Cedar Center, 
South Euclid, Coven-
try, Cedar Fairmount, 
Shaker Square and Van 
Aken Plaza shopping 
districts—have joined 
forces with Heights 
Arts  to participate in 
the Make Your Mark 
for the Arts communi-
ty-engagement project.
 The program is now 
in its third month, and 
residents can take part 
by creating a person-
al stamp at a Heights 
A rts-led workshop. 
They then exchange 
their stamped marks at 
participating businesses in a passport-
style booklet.   
 Businesses are grouped by catego-
ries, including food and drink, clothing 
and gifts, health and beauty, arts and 
culture, and services and miscellaneous 
retail. 
 Once a passport page has been 
filled with stamps from five businesses, 
it can be redeemed at Heights Arts 
Gallery for a rewards sheet with sav-
ings coupons from all participating 
businesses in that category.
 Rewards vary by business. Free 
food incentives are being offered by 
Katz Club Diner, Cedar Lee Theatre, 
Shaker Square Cinemas, Buffalo Wild 
Wings and Phoenix Coffee, while 
Cleveland Running Company, Simply 
Charming, City Buddha, Shawn Paul 
Salon and Bremec Garden Centers are 
offering discounts on purchases. 
 Each rewards sheet has an esti-
mated value of $35. 
 A complete list of program rewards 
can be seen at www.heightsarts.org.
 “It’s all about playing to the advan-
tages of the Heights as a walkable retail 
and residential community full of great 
independent and local businesses,” said 
Greg Donley, a Heights resident and 
Heights Arts board member. 
 “Heights Arts was instrumental 
in putting forth the idea of Cleveland 
Heights as ‘Home to the Arts’ some 
years ago,” added Donley, “and this is 
an extension of that in a lot of ways. 
Make Your Mark for the Arts is a way 

to use a creative activity to encourage 
people to patronize local businesses, 
and to encourage those businesses to 
form lasting relationships with people in 
the neighborhood, around this creative 
activity.”
 Sean Vogley, manager of Moto-
Photo Cedar Center, agrees. Now in 
its 18th year at Cedar Center, Moto- 
Photo was eager to get involved with 
the community project. 
 The company is scanning and label-
ing all of the prints that are being cre-
ated with participants’ stamps to make 
a digital archive of the project. 
 Vog ley bel ieves the Heights  
is a unique place for independent busi-
nesses because of the community’s 
diversity, friendliness and neighborly 
spirit.  
 “I really enjoy seeing a new batch 
of prints come through our door—the 
creativity in our community is fantas-
tic,” Vogley said. “It’s been a fun family 
project, as well, with four to five mem-
bers of a family all creating their own 
mark.” 
 An online photo gallery of the 
digital marks can also be found at the 
Heights Arts website.
 For more information, including 
upcoming August workshop dates, 
contact Heights Arts at 216-371-3457  
or visit www.heightsarts.org/makeyour-
mark.

Mary Ryan is a staff member of Heights Arts 
and has been a Heights resident for 27 years.

Heights businesses unite behind make 
your mark for the arts program

The Episcopal Church Welcomes You!

Sunday Mornings
7:45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist

9 a.m.  Communion on the Lawn 

10:15 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist (1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays) 

Morning Prayer (2nd, 4th Sundays)

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
        2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights

(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

Special bluegrass worship  
at 9 a.m. August 24

sean Vogley, manager of motoPhoto cedar center, with the make 
your mark for the arts display.
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restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm-1 am

HEATING    /    COOLING    /    PLUMBING    /   BOILIERS

2026 Lee Road 
Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 
Hannheatingcooling.com  

Call 216-932-9755
Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462 

Owned and operated by 4th generation Hann brothers.

Don’t wait until it’s 
     an emergency call! 
Save $25 

on any Plumbing 
or Air Conditioning 
Service Call today.  

Coupon must be presented with your payment during 
normal working hours.  Not valid with any other 
offers or discounts.  Expires 8/31/2014.  

ensemble theatre’s 2014–15 
season: the cult of personality 
Jewel Moulthrop

In choosing plays for its upcoming 
seasons, Ensemble Theatre makes its se-
lections based on a theme. The 2014–15 
season is no exception and the theme is 
the “Cult of Personality.” Past themes 
have included “All You Need Is Love” 
(2013–14) and “Discover the Human 
Element” (2012–13). 
 If thought-provoking drama about 
strong characters appeals to you, a 
subscription to Ensemble’s upcoming 
season may be just the ticket.
 Ensemble opens its 35th main 
stage season with “Anna Christie,” 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning drama by 
Eugene O’Neill. The play examines the 
problematic relationship between a 
sailor and the daughter he has not seen 
for almost 20 years. The play runs from 
Sept. 26 through Oct. 19.
 In anticipation of the new year, one 
of the most famous party hosts takes the 
stage. Based on the classic American 
novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald, “The Great 
Gatsby” runs from Nov. 14 through Dec. 
14.
 There’s more to come as Ensemble 
celebrates Black History Month with 
“Thurgood,” dramatizing the life of 
civil rights giant Thurgood Marshall, the 
first African-American  Supreme Court 
justice. “Thurgood” runs from Jan. 30 
through Feb. 22.
 Concluding an extraordinary main 
stage season is the Cleveland premiere 
of “Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo,” 
by Cleveland Heights native Rajiv Jo-

 Take advantage of savings all summer!

Make your mark for the arts today

There’s still time to join Make Your Mark for the Arts, 
the community-wide project that bring together the arts 
and local businesses through a “stamp your passport” 
activity. Here’s a few of the rewards you’ll earn from our 
55 participating businesses: Free food at local restaurants, 
beauty discounts, car services, savings on gifts, dry cleaning 
and garden purchases!

Sign up online or by phone to Make Your Mark at an  
upcoming workshop!

2175 Lee Road  • 216-371-3457  •  www.heightsarts.org

seph. “Bengal Tiger” runs from April 24 
through May 17.
 The season continues. After a suc-
cessful first year in its new Playground 
space, Ensemble will also continue its 
TheatreCLE offerings. When asked 
to describe the Playground, Celeste 
Cosentino, Ensemble’s artistic director, 
said, “It’s the new 40–seat black box we 
created last season. So now we have a 
main stage and a ‘little box,’ which we 
dubbed ‘the playground,’ where you 
come to play around. Kind of a research 
and development wing where we can do 
shows on a smaller scale, broaden audi-
ences and test new technologies.”
 TheatreCLE opens with “The Mer-
cy Seat” by Neil LaBute; following up 
with Conor McPherson’s “St. Nicholas; 
Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein,” adapted 
for the stage by Oakley Hall; and con-
cluding with William Shakespeare’s 
“Twelfth Night.”
 And now for something com-
pletely new—Ensemble introduces its 
educational wing in January 2015 with 
the presentation of “The Neverending 
Story,” based on the classic children’s 
novel by Michael Ende.
 Ensemble Theatre is located at 
2843 Washington Blvd., in Cleveland 
Heights. For more information, a com-
plete schedule of performances, and to 
order tickets or subscriptions, call the 
Ensemble box office at 216-321-2930.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent and member of the Heights Observer’s 
Advisory Committee.

yiddishe cup plays free concert 
aug. 7 at John carroll university
Bert Stratton

The Yiddishe Cup Klezmer Band will 
perform at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
7, on the lawn in front of the Grasselli 
Library at John Carroll University in 
University Heights.

Guest vocalist Shawn Fink will sing 
“Joe and Paul’s,” a humorous Yiddish/
English song about a men’s clothing 
store in Brooklyn, N.Y., circa 1948. The 
band will also play “Warrensville and 
Center Road,” a Yiddishe Cup original 

about TJ Maxx, Bob Evans and Target.
The concert, part of the University 

Heights Summer Concert Series, is 
free. Bring a blanket or chair to sit on. 
In case of rain, the show will move in-
side to the Dolan Science Center. For 
more information, contact University 
Heights City Hall at 216-932-7800.

Bert Stratton is a Cleveland Heights resident 
and the leader of the klezmer band Yiddishe 
Cup. He writes the Klezmer Guy blog at 
www.klezmerguy.com.

fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
and inspiration!

The fabric and sewing boutique 
in Historic Lit tle Italy, Cleveland

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

Open Wednesday – Friday 12-5 pm
Saturday 12-4 pm
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Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making 
your yard and garden look their beautiful best. 

NOT READY FOR A YARD OR 
GARDEN MAKEOVER? Our landscape 

maintenance services give you 
the gradual upgrades you want, 

without breaking the bank.  
Let us show you how a few 

clever changes today will 
enhance the way you 

enjoy your yard and 
garden tomorrow. 

Are your 
summer 

yard projects 
not going 

as planned?

 www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

LL_HOB_0814.indd   1 7/16/14   10:36 AM

Peggy Spaeth

“Some artists’ work is like a car tooling 
down the road—it heads out in a spe-
cific direction, and there may be twists 
and turns along the way, but it always 
follows a single path from one end to 
the other. Others (daVinci was one) 
work like trees—along this branch, 
along that branch, along another 
branch . . . simultaneously, wherever 
the muse touches. No, I’m no daVinci, 
but I most certainly am one of the Tree 
People.” —from Jeanetta Ho’s website.
 Hawaiian-born visual artist Jea-
netta Ho has lived in Cleveland 
since 1971. “I wasn’t supposed to be 
an artist. I was supposed to marry 
well,” said Ho. Although she studied 
photography as early as high school, 
her aptitude in math (“I was a math 
genius”) landed her in engineering 
school during the Vietnam War era. 
But calculus stumped her, and she 
changed her major to art.  
 Like most colleges at the time, 
the University of Hawaii campus was 
in turmoil, and after the Kent State 
shootings, Ho and her then-husband 
dropped out of school and moved 
to Canada. They eventually came to 
Cleveland to live with a relative, and, 
although the marriage dissolved, she 
has been here ever since.  
 Ho’s abilities and experiences 
do indeed reflect the concept of a 
Renaissance artist who uses a broad 
base of knowledge and skills. When 
she moved to Cleveland, Ho trained 
for and worked as an x-ray technician. 
Then she was a 100-word-a-minute 
typist for the Light of Yoga Society 
and other clients, establishing a pat-
tern of working lucrative but part-time 
jobs to free her to make art. 
 Next, she began working for 
local commercial photographers as 
an assistant. She used the technical 
aspects learned from them in her 
own art photography. She became a 
freelance photographer, both taking 
assignments and pitching stories for 

Artist Jeanetta Ho’s unconventional path

cReatiVe 
neigHboRs

publications such as the Sun Press, 
Crain’s and Ohio Magazine.
 Another part-time job, sewing 
beads with Cleveland Institute of Art 
(CIA) students, opened up to her the 
possibility of attending art school. Ho 
was admitted to CIA with financial 
assistance available to older students, 
and skipped the first year due to her
experience. 

 She started in the fiber depart-
ment, but visiting artist Dorothy Gill 
Barnes inspired her to travel along 
another branch. Ho assisted the Co-
lumbus sculpture and fiber artist at a 
summer workshop and embarked on 
a continuing interest in using natural 
materials. Another influence was June 
Bonner, who taught papermaking us-
ing milkweed and other local plants. 
 In 1996, Ho graduated from CIA 
with a major in sculpture and “with a 
huge vocabulary of art.”  
 Subsequently, Ho earned a mas-
ter’s in art education from Case West-
ern Reserve University, briefly taught 
in the Cleveland public schools, 
opened a gallery, andclosed it after a 
year and a half, and cold-called Cleve-
land Opera for a job. She used all of 
her skills working as a stagehand for 
Cleveland Opera and then for Tri-C 
for eight years. She could solder, sew, 
paint, do electrical work and light-
ing, move scenery—“I could make 
anything!” Ho said. 
 But at age 60, with unfinished 
projects beckoning from her garage 
and the work taking a toll on her 
body, Ho retired to make art full time. 
At 64, she said, “It takes a while to 
hit your stride, and I haven’t hit my 
stride yet.” She works every day and 
sells her pieces at fairs and farmers’ 
markets, both in the summer and at 
holiday time. She makes art pieces for 
galleries and inexpensive items for the 
fairs. Both incorporate natural materi-
als, such as locally sourced bark and 
wood. Ho’s jewelry is often made from 
buckthorn, an invasive plant, and she 
has a line of wind chimes made from 
bicycle parts.  
 Equipped with abilities in many 
media and an infinite imagination, 
Ho said, “Technique doesn’t rule—I 
feel I can do anything.” Examples of 
her work and a schedule of fairs can 
be found at www.jhos.net.   

Peggy Spaeth was the founding director of 
Heights Arts. Currently she is imagining 
and exploring new projects.

216.321.7889  •  216.421.8380
2200 South Taylor Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118

www.QBDS.net

Men’s & Boy’s Haircuts 
Barber Shaves, Massages  

Pedicures, Manicures & Acrylics 
Facials, Waxing, Tinting 

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Open Saturdays  Year Round 
8:00AM to 1:00PM 

Wednesdays  April thru November 
10:00AM to 1:00PM 

Call 216-249-5455                                                                                      
or go to www.coitmarket.org                                               

  Fresh Local Food                 
In  Your  Neighborhood 

Coit  Road Farmers’ Market  

#1 

Roofing

Commercial 
Residential

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
10% off w/ this ad

Jeanetta Ho
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Akron University

Alfred State-SUNY

Allegheny College

AMDA College 

Ashland University

Baldwin Wallace

Bethany College

Bluffton University

Boston University

Bowling Green

California College 
of the Arts

Capital University

Case Western Reserve 
University

Cheyney University of 
Pennsylvania

Cleveland Institute of Art

Cleveland State University

College for Creative Studies

College of Wooster

Columbia College of Chicago

Columbus College of Art 
& Design

Conservatory of the 
Performing Arts

Cuyahoga Community 
College

Eastern Michigan University

Fisk University

Gannon University

Heidelberg University

Howard University

Ithaca College

John Carroll University

Kent State University

Kentucky State University

Lake Erie College

Lakeland Community College

Marietta College

Miami University

Michigan State University

Muskingham 

North Carolina Agricultural & 
Technical State University

North Park University

Northland Community 
& Technical College

Notre Dame College

Ohio Dominican University

Ohio Northern University

Ohio State University

Ohio University

Pennsylvania State University

Rochester Institute of 
Technology

Saint Francis University

Sarah Lawrence College

Spelman College

Swarthmore College

Syracuse University

The King's College

University of Akron

University of Cincinnati

University of Colorado – 
Boulder

University of Findlay

University of Kentucky

University of Michigan

University of Northwestern 
Ohio

University of Pittsburgh

University of Rochester

University of Toledo

Washington College

Wittenberg University

Xavier University
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Tuesday 10 - 6 
Wednesday 10 - 6 

Thursday 10 - 6
Friday 10 - 7 

Saturday 10 - 5
Sunday 11 - 4

2254 Lee Road 
Cleveland Hts

(216) 321-1296
SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

Hours 
Sizzling 

Summer Shopping

             Spectacular
Cards & Gifts!

Hours 

 

We will be Closed... August 15 – 18  
August 24 – September 1

coventry Village is a clothing mecca
James Henke

The north end of Coventry Road, 
between Mayfield and Hampshire 
roads, is something of a mecca for peo-
ple wanting to buy clothes. This short 
stretch of Coventry features six stores 
that specialize in clothing. There are 
three chain stores—American Apparel, 
Next and Avalon Exchange—and three 
small, specialty stores—Blush Bou-
tique, Sunshine Headquarters Too and 
Heart and Sole. In addition, there’s also 
Attenson’s Books and Antiques, which 
carries a selection of vintage clothing. 
As Steve Presser, owner of the Coventry 
toy store Big Fun, said, “It’s the most 
eclectic clothing district in Cleveland. 
No other block has so much variety, 
from new and used to funk and junk.”

The largest store, American Ap-
parel, is part of an international chain 
headquartered in Los Angeles. Founded 
in 1989, as a sweatshop-free manufac-
turer, the company opened its first 
retail store in 2003, and offers clothing 
for just about everyone—from toddlers 
and infants to men and women. The 
chain now has more than 260 stores 
worldwide, but the Coventry store, 
opened six years ago, is its only Greater 
Cleveland location. The chain manu-
facturers all of the clothing it offers.

One store down from American 
Apparel is Sunshine Headquarters Too. 
Possibly the most unique clothing shop 
on the street, it has been on Coventry 
since 1972. Doug Hayslip has owned the 
store for more than 30 years. “We are 
a very special boutique,” he said. “We 
carry everything from minks to bongs. 
All of our stuff is hand-picked, and we 
carry very few of the same items.”

Two stores south of Sunshine is 
Next, an Ohio-based chain with five 
stores in Greater Cleveland. Next was 
founded in 1996, and the Coventry 
store opened in 2010. The store carries 
what could best be described as urban 
street wear, and offers both men’s and 
women’s clothing, as well as shoes and 
jewelry.

Next door to Next, at the corner of 
Hampshire and Coventry roads, is Ava-
lon Exchange. Avalon also has stores in 
Lakewood, Columbus and Pittsburgh. 
The Coventry store opened in October 
2010, and most of its inventory is used. 
“Someone comes in every five minutes 
to sell their clothes,” Lau’ren Hamblin, 
the store’s assistant manager, said. “We 
sell vintage clothes, designer clothes 

laurie Klopper, the owner of blush boutique on coventry Road.

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold! 2497 Euclid Heights Blvd, Cleveland Hts.

and standard mall-type items. And we 
have a lot of things you can’t find any 
longer in other stores, but they are still 
available here.”

In addition to the used items, Avalon 
also offers some new clothing items. 
“We bring in new items once a month,” 
Hamblin said. “And that includes wom-
en’s apparel, men’s apparel and jewelry.” 
The store also has dollar sales twice a 
year. The next one will take place the 
first three days of August.

Across the street from American 
Apparel, on the east side of Coventry, 
are two locally owned stores, Heart 
and Sole and Blush Boutique. Heart 
and Sole opened in September 2007. 
Vince Manzano, 25, is one of the store’s 
owners, and he and two friends—Kenny 
Bencke and Kevin Washington—
opened the store shortly after their 
graduation from Heights High. “We 
wanted to fill a void,” said Manzano. 
“We wanted to create the first sneaker 
boutique in Cleveland.”

“We try to carry rare, exclusive 
sneakers,” Manzano said, “the high-
est tiers, like Addidas, Reebok, Puma 
and New Balance. In addition to the 
sneakers, Heart and Sole also sells 
some clothing, including such high-
end brands as Publish, the Quiet Life, 
Acapulco Gold, ICNY and Motivation. 
The store also presents art shows, fea-
turing work created by students from 
the Cleveland Institute of Art. “We are 
trying to keep the spirit of Coventry 
alive,” Manzano said. “We don’t want 
the street to become a Crocker Park or 
a Legacy Village.”

Next door to Heart and Sole is 
Blush Boutique. Laurie Klopper, who 

was a lawyer for 12 years, opened the 
store in November 2009. “Cleveland 
has very few little boutiques,” she said. 
“It’s more of a mall town. So I wanted 
to create a store that carried smaller, 
independent lines that you won’t find 
in a department store.” Blush focuses 
on women’s clothes, and among the 
brands it offers are Mystree, VFish, 

Ryu, Oka-B and Frankie Four. “We try 
to keep the prices under $100 for all of 
the clothing,” Klopper said. “Not all 
boutiques are really expensive.”

Klopper only orders six of any one 
item. So when they are sold out, that 
item is no longer available. “The clothes 
we sell are things that you can pull out 
ten years from now, and you will still 
want to wear them,” she said. “And they 
are items that you can wear to work, to 
kids’ sporting events, on a date, etc.”

Blush also sells jewelry. All of it is 
hand-crafted, and 95 percent of it is 
created by Cleveland-area jewelers. 
In recent years Blush has also started 
carrying other items, such as candles, 
books and chocolates. “It’s trial and 
error,” Klopper said. “I just try to see 
what works.”

All of the store owners and manag-
ers agreed that this section of Coventry 
is unique and offers clothes buyers many 
different options. “It’s a really good mix 
of stores,” Klopper said, “and I really 
love this neighborhood.”

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone 
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author 
of several books, including biographies of Jim 
Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.
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sunshine Headquarters too: 
a coventry Village institution

James Henke

Sunshine Headquarters Too is some-
thing of an institution on Coventry 
Road. The store has been there since 
July 14, 1972, and, in many ways, still 
reflects that old hippie sensibility that 
was so prevalent on Coventry back in 
the 1970s.

The store carries a wide variety of 
clothing, ranging from leather vests 
and suits to fur coats. Its extensive jew-
elry collection includes body-piercing 
jewelry, watches and spiked bracelets. 
Sunshine also sells wallets and other 
accessories, including theatrical con-
tact lenses, and novelty items such as 
swords, knives and throwing stars.

In addition, Sunshine carries vapor-
izers, e-cigarettes and hookahs, and the 
store makes custom-blown glass items. 
“We make anything from wedding 
goblets to smoking pipes,” said Doug 
Hayslip, who has owned the store for 
more than 30 years.

Asked why he thought Sunshine has 
managed to survive for more than four 
decades, Hayslip said, “I think we have 
a good sense of style, and we change 
with the times. We also stay ahead of 
what is current. You always have to stay 
at least one step ahead of the trends. 
We go directly to the manufacturers 
instead of just going to trade shows, and 
we always get their newest line of cloth-
ing instead of their production line.”

Hayslip added that he also thinks 
the store has good customer service. 
“You always have to do the right thing, 
and I think we try to do that with all of 
our customers,” he said.

Sunshine offers a selection of “mys-
tery bags” on the back wall. Each of 
the small paper bags has a drawing on 

ElitE SponSorS:
Cedar Fairmount SID•Cedar Grandview Building
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture•Dave’s Supermarkets
Fifth Third Bank•Heights Center Building
Heights Medical Building•Future Heights

Arts & Crafts
Entertainers
Euclid Beach 

Rocket Car
Batman 
& Robin

Batmobile
Castle Bouncer

Pet Parade
Pony Rides

Music & Food
And So Much More

Call 216.791.3172 
or visit  www.cedarfairmount.org

Sunday, 
August 10th, 2014
noon - 5pm

located starting on the Corner of Cedar and Fairmount rd., 2460 Fairmount Blvd.  Cleveland Heights, oH  44106

ARTS & CRAFT SALE
Located on Lennox, Surry Road, 
Zoss Lot & Sidewalks

FOOD & DRINK
Restaurant Specials – Crepes, Panini’s, 
Gyros, Hot Dogs, Pizza, Hamburgers, 
Veggie Wraps, Fruit Kabobs, Mediter-
ranean & Indian Food, Pastries, Gelato, 
Slushes, Frappuccinos and more!

ACTIVITIES, MUSIC 
& ENTERTAINMENT
Euclid Beach Rocket Car Rides  
Loading in Driveway by Luna 
12 noon – 4:30 pm
Sponsored by Dave’s Market

Cleveland Heights Fire Truck & 
Firemen
Firestone Parking Lot  
1:30 – 4:30 pm
Sponsored by the City of Cleveland Heights Fire 
Department

Meet & Greet Your Cleveland 
Heights 
Police & Canines
Firestone Parking Lot  
1:30 – 4:30 pm
Sponsored by the City of Cleveland Heights Police 
Department

Musical Mark’s Show
Fifth Third Bank Parking Lot 
3:30 – 4:00 pm

Batmobile with Batman & Robin
Firestone Parking Lot  
2:00 – 4:00 pm

Bouncer
Fifth Third Bank Parking Lot 
 Noon – 5:00 pm
Sponsored by Fifth Third Bank

Cleveland Animal Protective 
League
Pet Adoptions   
Noon - 5:00 pm 

Pet Parade
Fifth Third Bank Parking Lot 
     Registration  
1:30 pm 
     Parade  
2:00 pm
Sponsored by Cedarwood Skilled Nursing

Pony Rides
Fifth Third Bank Parking Lot  
1:30 - 4:00 pm
Sponsored by Fifth Third Bank

Cleveland Animal Protective 
League
Fifth Third Bank Parking Lot 
12 noon – 5:00 pm

Kid’s Fair with Games, Face 
Painting, 
Hair Coloring, Bubble Machine
India Community Center 
Noon – 5:00 pm
Sponsored by Cleveland Heights Church

Face Painting for Kids
Surry Street 
Sponsored by Open Door Academy

Kids Activities
Surry Street 
Sponsored by Ten Thousand Villages

Children Identification Program
Howard Hanna 
12 noon – 5:00 pm
Sponsored by Howard Hanna

Cupcake Decorating
Luna Café & Bakery Cake Shop 
12 noon – 5:00 pm

Archaeology at the Alcazar
Finding Deep Time in Your House and 
Neighborhood
Alcazar:  Slide Show 
1:00 – 1:30 pm
Alcazar:  Walking Tour 
1:30 – 2:00 pm
Authors’ Book Signings
Appletree Books  
1:30 – 3:30 pm

Tour of the Alcazar 
3:00 – 3:30 pm
Blood Pressure Readings
Heights Medical Building 
12 noon – 5:00 pm
Sponsored by Cedarwood Skilled Nursing

Wing  Eating Contest
Buffalo Wild Wings 
4:00 – 4:30 pm

Corn Hole Game
Buffalo Wild Wings 
12 noon – 4:00 pm

MUSIC AND ENTERTAINERS
Whipple the Balloon Clown 
12:30 – 4:30 pm
Fifth Third Lot

Musical Mark 
Funny Songs w/Banjo 
12 noon – 4:00 pm

Eclectic Vision 
 2:00 – 4:00 pm

Scott Alan, The Island Doctor 
1:30 – 4:30 pm

The Get Back Duo 
 12 noon - 3:00 pm

Blue Spruce Cats 
3:00 – 5:00 pm

The Spyder Stompers 
with Sister Sugar Pie 
 2:00 pm- 4:00 pm

2014 CEDAR FAIRMOUNT 
FESTIVAL ACTIVITES SCHEDULE

the front, as well as a price, ranging 
from $20 to $200. Customers don’t 
know what’s inside the bag until they 
purchase it, but generally the contents 
are worth at least the price they paid, 
if not more.

Over the years, Sunshine has had 
many famous people visit the store and 
make purchases, including Nikki Sixx 
of Mötley Crüe, Alice Cooper, members 
of the Black Crowes, Fred Schneider of 
the B-52’s and Pete Townshend of The 
Who. In addition, many professional 
basketball and football players have also 
been to Sunshine.

Sunshine may be only store in 
Greater Cleveland where customers are 
greeted by a panther chameleon. Oliver 
J. Dragon is the chameleon’s name, and 
he has been at Sunshine for the past 
few months. Prior to Ollie’s arrival, the 
store had a resident iguana, who was 
there for 17 years.

Hayslip said of his store, “We really 
focus on hard-to-find items. We really 
like carrying different items than you 
can find elsewhere, and we pretty much 
have something for everyone.”

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone 
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author 
of several books, including biographies of Jim 
Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.

sunshine owner Doug Hayslip with oliver J. Dragon.

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  

Sunshine Headquarters Too
216-371-7032

1788 Coventry Road

Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

www.sunshine-too.com
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                First Ladies of Choice  
   The Pied Piper Fndn School of Health 
                 Classes start soon!  
    For more info. call 1-844-683-4761 
      www.piedpiperschoolofhealth.com    

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE INC. 
 

Certified Arborist 
 

Serving the Heights  
for 35 years 

  

216-932-3244 
alexstreeserviceinc.com 

 

Ask about options for saving your ash trees 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Heights HANDYMAN 
Masonry * Doors 
Kitchens/Baths 
Windows * Carpentry 
Ceramic Tile * Drywall 
Flooring * Painting 

 

Top Quality, Best Prices 
Call John 

216-778-0676 
30 Years Exp./References 
No Job Too Big or Small 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 9/30/14 

AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE  
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND 

$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage 

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE 

PROPERTY INSURANCE 
Home * Condo  

Fire, Dwelling, Rental 

(216) 691-9227 
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 

2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121  
www.ohioinsurancequote.net 

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 
Auto * General Liability 

Business Owners 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING 
SKUNKS 
RACOONS 
OPOSSUMS 
GROUNDHOGS 

SNAPPING TURTLES 
SQUIRRELS  

And Many Others 
We Also Pick Up  

Dead Animals 

INSURED 
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T 

CALL STUART 
216-789-0036 

NEED 

WINDOWS? 
OHIO 
WINDOW 
LIMITED 

 

“Quality at the best price” 
Licensed. Bonded. Insured. 
Over 30 years experience 

www.ohiowindowlimited.com 
Call the OWL 

(216) 371-6213 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Stop in to check out our  
brand new repair facility! 

                  
 

www.michellestherapy.com 
 

Effective, affordable Massage Therapy. 
 

Prevent/manage Muscle Pain, Migraines  
and Stress.   
 

Swedish (including Deep Tissue),  
Neuro-Muscular, Pregnancy, and  
Chair Massage. 
 

14 years experience.   
 

Licensed by Ohio’s state medical board. 

                                                                             
 
 
 

Testimonials  and references  available  upon request.

 

NEAT & TRIM 
 PAINTING 

 Interior and Exterior Painting 
 Wallpaper Hanging/Removal 
 Wall/Plaster Repair 
 Power Washing 
 Deck Restoration  

20+ Years Experience ♦ References and Insurance 
  

JOHN ALLISON 

216-324-2199 
neatandtrimpainting@yahoo.com 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

 Employee Rights 
Consumer Rights 

216-382-1000 

THE LAW OFFICE OF 
MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, LLC 

 

Edwards Painting & 
Home Services 

Interior	  /	  Exterior	  
Painting	  Repairs	  
Window	  Repair	  

Deck	  Preserving	  &	  Restoration	  
Power	  Washing	  

Housing	  Violations	  

216-780-2455 
roberte1964@att.net 

Member	  of	  the	  community	  
for	  more	  than	  40	  years	  

 

 

 

SUMMER SEWING CLASSES 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

New skills for children and teens 
Individual attention 
Experienced instructor 
Flexible times 
Lessons now being scheduled 
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HeigHts business

Platinum Rewards
• Oil changes for life
• Complimentary car washes anytime
• Free warranty for life with every 

new car purchase*

Convenient Service
• Open until 3:00 a.m.
• Downtown service center shuttles you 

to and from your office for free
• 1815 St. Clair Ave, Cleveland Ohio

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTSWHY BUY @

Motorcars Honda & Toyota | 2950/53 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
WhyMotorcars.com  |  (216) 371-0004

More Google Online Reviews 
Than Any Dealership In Ohio

Dealer of the Year 2012

Don’t take our word for it: We have over 2000 online reviews from customers that have 
helped earn Motorcars several online awards for customer reviews including:

Fratantonio’s barber shop celebrates more than 50 years in the Heights
James Henke

On March 20, 1962, George Fratanto-
nio moved his barber shop from Taylor 
Road, where it had been located for 22 
years, to the Fairmount Circle Medical 
Building on John Carroll Boulevard, 
almost directly across from John Car-
roll University. Now, more than 52 years 
later, the barber shop is still in the same 
location, and it is still owned by the 
Fratantonio family.

Over the years, Fratantonio’s Barber 
Shop has become an institution in the 
Heights, and it has had many famous 
customers, including Art Modell, back 
when he owned the Browns; former 
U.S. Senator Howard Metzenbaum; 
and former Ohio Governor and U.S. 
Senator George Voinovich.

The shop’s current owner is “Sonny” 
Fratantonio, George Fratantonio’s son, 
and the manager is Mark Vanek, 34, 
who has worked at the shop for 13 years. 
The shop also employs three other bar-
bers: Joe Dauria, Maria Petralia and Jo 
Ann Medaglia.

Dauria, who is 69, has worked at 
Fratantonio’s for 50 years. “It was my 
first job,” he said. “I got out of barber 
school and came here. I was only sup-
posed to be here for four months, then 
two of the other barbers got into a fight, 
and George fired them and hired me. I 
still enjoy it, and I hope I can be here 
another 10 years.”

Petralia has worked at the shop for 
20 years, and Medaglia has worked 
there for 14 years. All of the barbers 
agree that one of the things that makes 

Fratantonio’s Barber Shop
216-371-7032

20620 John Carroll Blvd.

Tuesday through Friday, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday and Monday

Fratantonio’s special is the family  
atmosphere. “It’s really a family bar-
ber shop,” Dauria said. “Some of our 
customers are the fourth generation 
of their families who have been com-
ing here. We don’t advertise, and most 
of our business comes from referrals. 
People who come here bring their fam-
ily and friends.”

Vanek agreed. “I love the customers 
who come here,” he said. “A lot of fami-
lies come here, and people bring their 
kids. It’s a great place, and a nice place 
where you can come in and hang out.”

Despite its location near the univer-
sity, the shop only gets a few students 
as customers. “A lot of the students cut 

their own hair,” Dauria said, joking. 
“Then they use their haircut money to 
buy beer!”

The shop’s interior has not changed 
since it opened. “The chairs are all the 
original chairs from 1962,” Dauria said. 
“And everything else is the same, except 
that we have painted the walls.”

The shop is open five days a week, 
Tuesday through Saturday, and it opens 
at 6 a.m., which is extremely early for a 
barber shop. “We usually get from six 
to eight people early in the morning, 
before 8 a.m.,” Vanek said. “And then it 
gets busier as the day goes on.” The shop 
doesn’t require appointments, and most 
of the customers are walk-ins.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone 
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author 
of several books, including biographies  
of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and Bob 
Marley.

Joe Dauria, mark Vanek and maria Petralia at Fratantonio’s barber shop.
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