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New shop on Coventry features works by local artists
James Henke

A new store that sells artwork and 
other items created by local artisans 
opened on the south end of Coventry 
Road on Jan. 23. Jenny Goe and her 
husband, Steve Goe, are the owners 
of In the 216, located in the space 
formerly occupied by Phoenix Cof-
fee and, before that, Arabica Coffee.
 Jenny, 49, is an artist herself, 
while her husband works for Progres-
sive Insurance. The couple, who just 
got married in December, currently 
live in Highland Heights, but hope to 

move to the Cleveland Heights area 
soon. Jenny lived in Shaker Heights, 
off of Coventry Road, for about 10 
years. The couple’s dog—a mixed-
breed terrier and retriever named 

Some of the items for sale at In the 216.

Heaven—can often be found in the 
shop.
 Jenny said that she and her hus-
band had often thought about open-

continued on page 14

Refugees find welcome 
at the Noble library
Sheryl Banks

On a cold, snowy evening in Feb-
ruary, the Noble Neighborhood 
Library’s teen room was filled with 
Bhutanese refugees eager to learn 
conversational English. Kathleen 
Scully, an English Language Learner 
(ELL) instructor with the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City 
School District and a volunteer with 
the Refugee Services Collaborative 
of Greater Cleveland, led the infor-
mal workshop. Asmita Samal, a stu-
dent at Heights High and a member 
of the Bhutanese community, served 
as an unofficial interpreter for Scully.
 The workshop was one of many 
activities that take place at the Wel-
coming Heights Initiative’s Welcome 
Hub at the Noble library. The hub, 
which operates on Tuesday evenings, 
6–8 p.m., was established in the fall of 
2014 as a place where refugees can feel 
welcome and find information to help 
them resettle and acclimate to their 
new home. Volunteers staff a table 
with literature from partner agencies 
and other agencies of interest to the 
refugee population, and offer direct 
services like English lessons.
 “Having a regularly available 
center for distribution of informa-
tion and help accessing available 
public services to those new in the 
community is a must for helping new 
residents adapt positively and take 
advantage of all the resources this 
city has to offer,” said Scully.
 The library’s involvement in the 
Welcome Hub began when Simeon 
Ogonda, a State Department fellow 
working with the resettlement agency 
US Together, contacted Heights 
Libraries. The Welcome Hub is 

continued on page 5

Serious crime in Cleveland Heights down by 22.4 percent
Bob Rosenbaum

Year-end crime statistics from the 
Cleveland Heights Police Depart-
ment indicate that, despite a few 
high-profile cases, serious crime 
was down 22.4 percent in the city 
in 2014. Serious crimes consist of 
violent crimes against people and 
major crimes against property. Less 
serious incidents, such as trespassing 
and OVI, are not included in these 
figures.
 Violent crime was down nearly 
27.8 percent, led by a 42 percent 
drop in robberies—from 95 in 2013 
to 55 last year. Aggravated assaults 
decreased 10 percent, to 37 last year.
 “I’m proud of those results,” 
said Police Chief Jeffrey Robertson. 
“We can always do better, but the 
data shows we’re moving in the right 
direction. We’re only a month-and-
a-half into 2015, but so far we’re 
trending lower still for this year.” 

 There were two murders in the 
city last year—the same as 2013; and 
10 rapes compared to six the previ-
ous year. For the second consecu-
tive year, no rape or murder went 
unsolved.
 Serious property crime was 
down significantly last year as well—
dropping 21.8 percent. Leading that 
was a 27 percent decrease in burglar-
ies, from 255 in 2013 to 186 last year. 

Violent crimes committed in Cleveland Heights, 
Jan. to Dec. (lower is better)

Theft was down 25 percent, from 
1,234 in 2013 to 923 last year. There 
were two arsons, compared to four 
in 2013.
 The only major increase was 
auto theft, up 48 percent; 116 vehi-
cles were reported stolen last year—
the most in any year since 2011, when 
the department adopted its current 
process for recording crime data.

Kahlil Seren appointed to CH City Council

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Cleveland Heights City Council ap-
pointed Kahlil Seren to the unexpired 
term of Janine Boyd, newly elected 
Ohio State Representative, at its Feb. 
17 meeting.
 Kahlil Seren is a research and pol-
icy analyst for the Cuyahoga County 
Council. He had previously worked 
as a communications coordinator for 
the nonprofit Policy Matters. A five-
year resident of Cleveland Heights, 
he grew up in East Cleveland and 
Beachwood, and currently resides in 
the Cedar Fairmount neighborhood. 
Seren has served on the city’s Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC), which 
advises council on the spending of 
Community Development Block 
Grants from the federal government.
 Seren has a bachelor’s degree 
from Cleveland State University and 
a Master of Science in urban studies 
from Cleveland State University.
 In his application to council, 
Seren advocated for a “Complete 
Streets” approach for community de-
velopment, and an economic develop-
ment strategy of diversification of the 

city’s industrial mix to capitalize on 
its proximity to University Circle. He 
also said that the city should seek to 
retain its soul and respect its historical 
value without rejecting opportunities 
for “beneficial adaptation.”
 “It’s a difficult decision when 
you have a lot of good candidates,” 
said Mayor Dennis Wilcox. “I was 
impressed by his educational back-
ground, especially his master’s in 
urban studies, which is important 
to understanding how government 
operates. He has served on the CAC, 
which means he understands the in-
ner workings of the city. I liked his 
enthusiasm, intelligence and under-
standing of the issues facing the city.”
 Seren said that he was very 
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Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Voted ‘Best of the Heights’

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

Bob Rosenbaum

We’re having a party. Please join us.
 On April 22, 6–8 p.m., the Heights 
Observer is hosting an informal get-
together at the Bottlehouse Brewery, 
2050 Lee Road. There, you can talk 
with many of the people who are 
involved with the Observer on a day-
to-day basis—the editor, publisher, 
volunteers, members of the Observer 
Advisory Committee and anyone else 
who walks in the door.
 The purpose is to have a beer and 
talk about our favorite subject: our 
community. Please join us to under-
stand the Observer better, ask ques-
tions, float ideas or just chew the fat.
 No reservations are required 
and it’s free (but you’ll want to 
bring money for the bar). 
 As I mention regularly, the 
Heights Observer is written and ed-
ited entirely by volunteer members 
of the community. The only re-
quirement is a desire to participate.
 In the past month or so, more 
people than usual have reached out 
to ask how they can submit articles 
to the Heights Observer.
 It’s a simple do-it-yourself 

How to contribute to the Observer—or at least 
have a beer

opENINg 
tHe ObSeRveR

process and no advance permission 
is required. If you’ve ever placed an 
order with Amazon.com, it’s no more 
difficult than that. Here’s what you do:
1. Visit www.heightsobserver.org.
2.  Enter the “Member Center:” 

This is where all contributions 
begin. It’s in the left-hand column. 
You’ll need to register and log in.

3.  Click “Submit new story:” Once 
registered and logged in to the 
Member Center, look in the left-
hand column again for “Submit new 
story.” (It’s nested under the “Writer” 
category.)

4.  Write your headline: Fill in the 
box labeled “Story Title” with a 
headline and click “continue.” If 
you’re unsure about your headline, 
it’s OK; you can change it later. 

5.  Paste your article: On the next 
page, there are a few self-explanatory 
boxes to fill in. The text of your 
article goes in the box that is very 
cleverly labeled “Article.” (I recom-
mend writing your article in advance 
on your own software and then cut-
ting/pasting it into the article box.) 
Be sure to add a brief writer bio. as 
well, in the box marked “Author Bio.” 
We require a byline and bio. for each 
article we publish.

6.  Add photos if you like: You can 
add photos at the bottom of the 
same page. Photo files should be 
at least 1 MB in size or they’ll look 
fuzzy in print.

7.  Send to editor: You can save 
the article as a draft if you want 
to come back later to polish it 
up. When finished, remember to 
click “send to editors;” we’ll take 
care of the rest.

 All submissions are reviewed by 
one of our volunteer editors, who will 
contact you with any questions. So 
if this is all new and a little bit scary, 
don’t worry; there’s a safety net.
 Answers to all the most com-
mon questions are on our website, 
as are some basics on story length, 
monthly deadlines, and more. Start 
with “Become an Observer” in the 
all-important left-hand column.
 Or come see us at the Bottle-
house on April 22; many of us work 
better with a beer in one hand.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum, is co-chairman of the Heights 
Observer Advisory Commitee, and is 
responsible for its advertising sales and 
market development. Contact him at 
brosenbaum@heightsobserver.org.

About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an or-
dinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish and 
contact you with any questions.

 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click 
on “Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org. 

 Articles to be considered for the 
April issue must be submitted by 
March 10. But don’t wait that long; 
we publish articles online as they 
come in—and still consider them for 
the next print issue. We also publish 
an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Letters Policy 
T h e  H e i g h t s  O b s e r v e r  we l c o m e s  
letters to the editor. they must be submitted 
electronically, along with the writer’s name, 
phone number and e-mail address, to:
www.heightsobserver.org/members or e-mail: 
info@futureheights.org

The Heights Observer is a citizen-based news 
source published monthly by FutureHeights, a 
nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization dedicated to civic 
engagement and quality of life. 
2843 Washington Blvd. #105,
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-320-1423
Copyright 2012 FutureHeights, All rights reserved.  
Reproduction is forbidden without written permission.
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excerpts from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
A Walk in a white-
out [a photo essay]
At this time of year, 
even those who em-
brace winter the most 
begin to get tired of it—the cold and 
gray, shoveling, shivering, trudging 
and salt-encrusted everything.
 But when a new snow storm 
comes in, I don’t care how long or 
cold the winter has been; I head 
out for a walk with my faithful 
friend. . . .
—Bob Rosenbaum

Life in the Break-
down Lane
In this country, chil-
dren’s services agen-
cies  and juveni le 
courts intersect at a place I call 
the breakdown lane. Telling the 
story of this place seems as insur-
mountable as it is important. An 
occasional headline gives the public 
a glimpse into these cases: a father 
is convicted of shaking a baby now 
brain-damaged for life; a mother 
beats a five-year-old boy to death; 
and another mother fatally scalds a 
two-year-old girl in a bathtub. But 
there are so many cases that don’t 
make the headlines or become the 
lead story on the evening news. . . .
—Anne McFarland

Should the Federal 
Government Be 
Determining How 
States Evaluate 
Teachers?
Senator Lamar Alexander, chair of 
the U.S. Senate Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions Committee, 
held another hearing this week on 
the potential reauthorization of the 

federal Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, since 2002 called 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The 
subject of this week’s hearing was 
federal requirements for evaluating 
school teachers. While it is early 
yet to predict any sort of outcome 
for the NCLB deliberations, Lauren 
Camera of Education Week specu-
lates: “Although members of the 
Senate education committee agreed 
at a hearing Tuesday that teacher 
evaluations are essential for a thriving 
public education system, it’s unlikely 
that the forthcoming reauthorization 
of the No Child Left Behind Act will 
include specific requirements.” . . .
—Jan Resseger

Ohio Auditor’s Re-
port on Low Atten-
dance at Dropout 
Recovery Schools 
C o n f i r m s  L o n g 
Trend
Last October, Ohio State Auditor 
Dave Yost sent staffers unannounced 
to 30 charter schools across the state 
to see if the head count of students 
present matched the number of stu-
dents the schools had declared were 
enrolled this year. Yost announced 
on Jan. 22, 2015 that, “Out of the 30 
schools reviewed, seven were iden-
tified as having unusually high vari-
ances in students counted by AOS 
(Auditor of State) staff versus the 
number of students the schools re-
ported to ODE (Ohio Department 
of Education). For example, when 
AOS staff went into the Academy for 
Urban Scholars in Youngstown, they 
found zero students in the school 
where 95 students were supposed to 
be enrolled. . . .
—Jan Resseger
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yoga barre kids yoga restorative

start your journey today.
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$20 for one week of 

unlimited classes

How to deal with the foreclosure crisis

Stewart Robinson

When Maureen O’Neil became 
chief code official and neighbor-
hood improvement coordinator in 
Youngstown a few years ago, she 
noticed many homes were blighted 
and in desperate need of repair. 
She and her staff found that, in 
many cases, the former owners 
were behind in their mortgage 
payments and were evicted by the 
lenders, who failed to complete the 
necessary foreclosure forms. These 
were referred to as “zombie fore-
closures.” Thus, the city assumed 
the vacant parcels were still the 
property of the former owners. The 
city had to perform basic mainte-
nance, such as lawn mowing, snow 
shoveling and minor structural 
repairs, which on a citywide basis 
totaled about $100,000 per year, 
and assume the cost.
 As a solution, the city enacted 
legislation that required lenders, 

at the moment the house became 
vacant, or if it was already vacant, 
to purchase a $10,000 bond. If the 
lender maintained the property 
until it was once again inhabited, 
the city would return the funds. 
And if the city incurred expenses 
in maintaining the property until 
it was re-occupied, the costs would 
be deducted from the return.
 The success of this law encour-
aged other cities, including Warren 
and Canton, as well as Poughkeep-
sie, N.Y., to enact similar laws. It is 
necessary for citizens of Cleveland 
Heights to encourage our City 
Council to enact a similar law. Not 
only will it cut expenses for the 
city, but will also encourage lenders 
to lower their predatory mortgage 
rates.

Stewart Robinson is a retired math 
professor who taught at Cleveland 
State University and Case Western 
Reserve University.

Kahlil Seren continued from page 1

pleased and excited about the ap-
pointment. “Now the really hard part 
begins,” he said. “It is a combina-
tion of doing good governance and 
communicating clearly enough with 
people. I want to make sure that 
residents see that I am working for 
them.”
 Seren said that while some had 
expressed concern that his position 
with Cuyahoga County Council 
might present a conflict of interest, 
“There are no ethical conflicts. My 
experience will be complementary 
and not a conflict.”
 Seren said he is looking forward 
to his work on council. “I’ve been 
more on the policy side of things,” 
he noted. “On County Council, I’m 
focused on finding policy that works 
and has as few unintended conse-
quences as you can get.”

Scan the 
QR code to 
read Mayor 
Wilcox’s 
State of the City 
address. to view a 
video of the speech, 
and the Feb. 17 
council meeting, vis-
it www.youtube.com/
clevelandheightsoh.

 There were 10 applicants for 
the position, and CH City Council 
selected three of those to interview.  
 The Cleveland Heights Demo-
crats Club had recommended 
another candidate, Carol Roe, for 
the position at its Jan. 8 meeting. 
Roe, a 35-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights, a registered nurse 
and licensed attorney, resides in 
the Noble neighborhood.
 The position of city council 
member is a nonpartisan position, 
and all members serve at large. 
 Wilcox said that council ap-
pointed the other two candidates 
who it interviewed to the CAC at 
its Feb. 17 meeting. They are Carol 
Roe and Cory Farmer.
 Seren will chair the Admin-
istrative Services Committee of 
Council, serve as vice president 
of the Community Relations and 
Recreation Committee, and be 
a member of the Municipal Ser-
vices Committee. Wilcox said 
that he had changed the commit-
tee assignments of other council 
members. For an updated list, see 
www.clevelandheights.com/index.
aspx?page=302.
 Also, during the council meet-
ing, Wilcox presented his 2015 
State of the City address.
 Seren will serve the remainder 
of Boyd’s term, which expires Dec. 
31, 2015. He said that he plans to 
run for election on Nov. 3 for a 
new four-year term. “I’m approach-
ing campaigning with a very open 
mind,” he said. “I want to talk to as 

many people as I can, and I want to 
represent the interests of the city 
as whole.”
 Seren will run for election for 
one of three open council seats in 
November. The terms of Council 
Member Mary Dunbar and Mayor 
Dennis Wilcox also expire on Dec. 
31, 2015, and those seats will be up 
for election as well.

 Although Mayor Wilcox has 
not made up his mind on whether 
he will run for reelection, he said, 
“Right now I’m leaning toward 
running. I enjoy what I’m doing 
and want to probably continue.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher 
of the Heights Observer.
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Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Representing multiple A rated carriers
Dedicated to your unique needs

Rockefeller Center 
Suite 203 3109 Mayfield Road 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
216-965-0646

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights

Cleveland Heights

Lakewood

Cleveland

•  Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 

•  Walking distance to CWRU,
  Shaker Square and RTA

•  Refinished Kitchens

•  Hardwood Floors

•  Parking

•  Laundry Facilities

•  Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 
superbly 
maintained 
and well 
located 

apartments!”

CALL NOW (216) 421-8400
12000 Fairhill Road  
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

www.montlackrealty.com

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sale pending! 10819 Snow Rd, Parma Heights

Keep our community strong 
by protecting Heights schools
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Most people who live in the Heights 
will agree that this is a special place. 
Our communities, with their focus on 
the arts and culture, and their com-
mitment to diversity and integration, 
are unique among American suburbs.
 One of our great strengths is a 
populace that values education and 
that invests in the education of all of 
its young people. Our community’s 
commitment to our schools has been 
clearly demonstrated in recent years 
by the strong support shown for criti-
cally important levies and issues that 
fund the Cleveland Heights-Univer-
sity Heights City School District. 
 Citizens for Our Heights Schools 
is a volunteer-led community organi-
zation that works to pass those levies 
and issues, and we do this because we 
know that our schools and teachers 
strive to provide a world-class edu-
cation to every student who walks 
through their doors. Moreover, we 
strongly believe that this commu-
nity’s strength depends on protecting 
our schools and our students.   
 As parents, we see firsthand the 
quality educational experience our 
children receive, and we also know 
that the CH-UH school district 
has done an exemplary, and widely 
recognized, job of managing taxpay-
ers’ money. Thanks to exceptional 
administrators like Chief Financial 
Officer Scott Gainer—who last year 
was named the best CFO of any 
public school district, governmental 
agency or nonprofit organization in 
Northeast Ohio by Crain’s Cleveland—
the district managed to stretch the 
dollars from the 2011 operating levy 
to last an extra year. 
 Like school districts across Ohio, 
though, our district is forced to seek 
voter approval for a new levy this 
year in order to simply maintain the 
current level of services and program-
ming.   
 The school district is living 
within its means. It has cut more 
than $3 million in spending since 
2010, including reducing staff at all 
levels. Teachers, administrators and 
all staff members have agreed to only 
a minimal cost-of-living increase for 
the next two years. Furthermore, the 
district administration is committed 

to an additional $500,000 in cuts, 
even if this levy passes.
 But Ohio’s school funding system 
means that the school district hasn’t 
seen a penny more in annual operat-
ing funds than it received in 2011—all 
while costs have risen, just as they 
have for all of us. Not only has fund-
ing flatlined, but schools have also 
had to deal with state funding cuts 
of more than $2 million, decreased 
property tax collections, and the 
diversion of money away from our 
public schools to often sub-par char-
ter schools.
 Our schools have much to be 
proud of, including a rising graduation 
rate, world-renowned instrumental 
and vocal music programs, small class 
sizes so teachers can meet individual 
student needs, foreign language in-
struction that begins as early as 
kindergarten, gifted programming in 
every building, and strong extracur-
ricular activities to engage the whole 
student.
 This is why it is imperative that 
we yet again vote FOR public edu-
cation by approving the May 5 levy, 
which, at 5.9 mills, is the smallest re-
quest the district has made in more 
than a decade. As the cornerstone 
of our democracy, a strong system 
of public schools is crucial to the 
health and wealth of our communi-
ties and all their residents. Whether 
or not people have children in the 
public schools, the successes or 
failures of the district impact every 
one of us.
 Let’s protect what matters most 
to us. Let’s keep the Heights strong.
 To volunteer or learn more, 
please visit the Citizens for Our 
Heights Schools website at www.
chuhyes.com.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a Cleveland 
Heights resident and the parent of two 
sons who attend Fairfax Elementary 
School. As a graduate of the Heights 
schools and a former Coventry Elemen-
tary School teacher, she is proud to serve 
as one of three co-chairs for this spring’s 
levy. She is joined by community volun-
teers Patti Carlyle of University Heights, 
a Canterbury Elementary School parent, 
and Alvin Saafir of South Euclid, whose 
three grown daughters attended CH-UH 
schools.

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198
Burton,Ohio
44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256
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Enjoy the welcome relief of Funny Times.
24 pages of humor, politics and fun. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW!  
$26 for 12 monthly issues. 

Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to 
www.funnytimes.com

Neff Landscaping
Full-service care for 
your lawn and yard
• Spring Cleanup
• Weekly Mow & Trim
•  Lawn & Landscape  

Renovation/Installation
•  Shrub & Bed Maintenance
•  Lawn Treatment Programs
Call for a free consultation 
Visit us online

(440) 449-3050 • NeffLandscaping.com

37 
years
in the HTS

University Heights 
City Council 
meeting highlights
JAnUARy 20, 2015
All council members were present.

Citizen committees
All citizen committees are still open for [new] 
members. Anyone interested should contact 
city hall.

The mayor’s state of the city address
University Heights is now financially solvent 
with a surplus of $2.1 million from 2014.
 Grant funding has supplemented the 
city’s tax revenue. This includes:
•  A Community Development Block Grant to 

help pay for development of a new master 
plan for the city. The master plan was last 
updated in 2003.

•  Grant funding in 2014 for bulletproof vests, 
fire safety equipment, and motorized cots 
for the ambulances.

•  A grant received this year from Ohio to 
rebuild some of the tennis courts.

 A strong relationship exists between the 
city and John Carroll University. The summer 
band concerts were held on the grounds of 
the university this past summer—a popular new 
location.
 Continuing work includes new devel-
opment along Cedar Road, work to make 
Warrensville Center and Cedar roads more 
pedestrian- and bike-friendly, and the devel-
opment of the new city park on Fenwick Road 
with no increase in cost to the residents.
 There were two areas of concern. Uni-
versity Square Shopping Center was sold at 
auction in 2013, and the new owners have 
neither paid taxes nor acted on numerous 
suggestions of possible new tenants. Wiley 
middle School will transition into a temporary 
high school for two years, with an increase 
from 400 middle school students to more 
than 2,000 high school students and staff. 
Cuyahoga County sheriffs, along with an 
increased presence from University Heights 
police, will be providing additional security 
to maintain the safety of all.

City jail medical director
An agreement with Dr. Arnold Feltoon to 
continue as medical director of the city jail 
was tabled because council members felt 
the contract lacked specifics. The contract 
presented only a monthly rate, which was 
$500. As the current medical director, Fel-
toon sees or consults on 250–300 prisoners 
per year. According to Police Chief Steven 
Hammett, many prisoners complain of medi-
cal problems in an effort to speed up their 
release, but if the prisoners were taken to the 
emergency room many tests would be con-
ducted at the city’s cost. Feltoon is available 
24/7 and has been very helpful. Councilman 
mark Wiseman asked whether Feltoon was 
required to show proof of insurance and what 
would be the city’s liability if a prisoner died 
while in custody.

Community engagement committee
Council approved a one-year special council 
committee for the purposes of community 
engagement.

Senior transportation
Pending further research, council tabled a 
contract with the Senior Transportation Con-
nection to provide rides for senior citizens in 
University Heights. The service is being used 
for only 53 rides per month on average, but 
the city is paying for 80. The new contract 
offers 50 individual and 10 group uses per 
month at a cost of $25, with the passenger 
paying an additional $3 per ride, or $24 
with the passenger paying an additional $4.

Demolition project
Council approved the demolition permit 
requested by Larry Weiser for the four proper-
ties on Cedar Road just east of Warrensville 
Center Road. Building Commissioner Eric 
Tuck-macalla had inspected the four homes 
and reported that they had no electricity, 
some lacked furnaces, and some had been 
stripped of copper. The walls were intact but 
there was much debris left behind by former 
tenants. He considered the homes to be a 
public nuisance. Police Chief Hammett said 
[the police] are periodically called to the 
properties to re-secure them.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

FEBRUARy 2, 2015

nOTE: There is no LWV report for the Feb. 
2 University Heights City Council meeting. 
Weather complications prevented the at-
tendance of a League observer.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are 
abstracted from LWV observers’ 
written reports. The summaries have 
been edited and prepared by Anne 
mcFarland, Charlene morse and 
maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-
mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com 
or join through Google groups using 
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a 
search phrase.
 These reports contain member 
observation and selected highlights 
of public meetings and are not offi-
cial statements of the Heights Chap-
ter of the League of Women Voters 
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer 
must accompany any redistribution 
of these reports.

Ogonda’s brainchild, and its mission 
is to connect immigrants and refugees 
to resources in the community and 
to make them feel welcome. It is an 
effort of US Together, Global Cleve-
land, the City of Cleveland Heights, 
the CH-UH City School District, and 
Heights Libraries, which together 
form the Welcoming Heights Initia-
tive.
 “We see many Nepalese families 
who are refugees from Bhutan,” said 
Constance Dickerson, branch man-
ager at the Noble Neighborhood Li-
brary. “They were deported when the 
Bhutanese government began efforts 
to retain Bhutanese cultural identity. 
Many in our neighborhood lived in 
refugee camps in Nepal before im-
migrating to the United States.”

 Global Cleveland and US Together 
chose the Noble Neighborhood Li-
brary as the location for its Welcome 
Hub due to its proximity to the 
neighborhood’s Bhutanese immigrant 
population and its established reputa-
tion as a place where all are welcome 
and resources are free and plentiful.
 “Information is our business, so 
we are a natural go-to resource,” said 
Dickerson. “Hosting the Welcome 
Hub has helped immigrants and refu-
gees see our role in the community. 
Through the hub and other efforts 
by library staff, this particular popu-
lation now sees the library as their 
place, a community place.”

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.

refugeeS continued from page 1

Learn how to heal 
yourself with Reiki

Loving Hands 
Yoga & Reiki

Call 216.408.5578 or go to

LovingHandsYoga.com 
for class dates and information

Voted One of the Best!

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Custom copper flashings installed
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

Uston 

Don’t resist any longer!
Have Radiators?  Want Central Air?

The Unico system was designed for homes like yours. This system provides 
exceptional comfort without any  messy and expensive remodeling. Heights 
homeowners have relied on the Hann family for providing quality workmanship 
and service for over 100 years. Call today for your initial inspection.

216-932-9755 Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462  

HEIGHTS SPECIAL
Pre-season discounts apply to all 
installations completed prior to 
5/31/15. Project space is limited.

hannheatingcooling.com

                 “like" us on 
      /hannheating to 
see future specials.

Owned and operated 
by 4th generation 
Hann brothers.

Cleveland Heights 
City Council 
meeting highlights
JAnUARy 20, 2015
All council members were present.

Public comment
Drug court programs: Resident Darrell Jack-
son spoke on behalf of the Cleveland mu-
nicipal Court’s drug court and encouraged 
the City of Cleveland Heights to participate 
in the programs available through the court 
for cases involving drugs or alcohol. A major 
federal grant has enabled the court to serve 
suburban communities as well as the City of 
Cleveland.

Liquor license denied
Council rejected an application for a liquor 
license for nicks Bar and Grill at 1940 S. 
Taylor Road. Previous violence and disrup-
tion at that location made the application 
unacceptable.

Property demolition
Council declared five properties to be 
blighted and health and safety hazards war-
ranting abatement in the form of demolition:
• 2796 Coleridge Road
• 13074 Cedar Road
• 3249 DeSota Ave.
• 3366 Henderson Road
• 1030 Renfield Road
Council member Jeff Coryell explained that 
council received a complete review of the 
legal history of the properties, and photo-
graphs that provide evidence of the level of 
dilapidation that justifies action. A county 
program funds the demolition.

Fire rescue
Council member Jason Stein acknowledged 
the heroic efforts of Firefighter Hayworth, 
who rescued a wheelchair-bound man from 
his burning home.

Planning commission appointments
Council approved three new appointments to 
the planning commission:
•  Adam Howe, for a term ending Dec. 31, 

2020
•  Jessica Cohen, for a term ending Dec. 

31, 2020
•  Anthony Mattox Jr., for a partial term end-

ing Dec. 31, 2016
Council expressed gratitude to departing 
commission members Diana Woodbridge, 
James Kaul and Cassandra Johnson.

Policeman saves a woman’s life
Council member melissa yasinow expressed 
gratitude to Police Officer Penhollow for a 
heroic gesture that saved the life of a woman 
who lost consciousness while driving.

Bridge and culvert inspection
Council authorized the city’s enrollment in an 
Ohio Department of Transportation-funded 
program to inspect bridges and culverts to 
ensure they meet Ohio standards.

LWV Observer: Susie Kaeser.

FEBRUARy 2, 2015
All council members were present.

Storefront renovation program
Council adopted revised guidelines for 
the city’s storefront renovation program 
and repealed previous amendments to the 
program’s guidelines concerning which 
businesses may receive rebates and loans 
under the program, and how much equity 
they must contribute to receive the aid. Ac-
cording to Council member Jason Stein, the 
revised guidelines will eliminate geographic 
restrictions and should result in more and 
larger projects throughout the city. Funds for 
storefront renovation come from Community 
Development Block Grants.  

Nuisance properties
Council declared three residential properties 
in the city to be nuisances and authorized 
abatement:
•  3702 Atherstone Road, owned by Benita 

L. martinez
•  3649 Atherstone Road, owned by Willie 

and Jenise Payton
•  1014 Greyton Road, owned by Upscale 

Properties, LLC
All three had been cited for numerous hous-
ing code violations over the past five years, 
with no progress toward correction. The latter 
two properties are currently vacant.

County sewer services
Council authorized a contract with Cuyahoga 
County to help maintain the city’s sanitary 
and storm sewers and catch basins. The 
contract will cover the period ending Dec. 
31, 2015, at a cost of $380,000. Council 
member mary Dunbar noted that the price is 
lower than that offered by private companies 
and that the city was satisfied with the results 
of the same county service in 2014. mayor 
Wilcox observed that this regional approach 
to service delivery by the county was similar 
to the agreement Cleveland Heights has with 
the county health department. 

Restaurant anniversaries
The Stone Oven will have its 20th anniver-
sary; nighttown, its 50th. 

Greg Zucca
Economic Development Director Greg Zucca 
resigned to take a new job running the Eco-
nomic and Community Development Institute, 
a micro-loan intermediary lender of the Small 
Business Administration.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Please note: YouTube videos of Cleveland 
Heights City Council meetings may be ac-
cessed at youtube.com/clevelandheightsoh.

Look for earlier and often ex-
panded postings of meeting 
summaries online at www.height-
sobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 5.

Don’t fret—it will soon be time to get back in the pool! Indeed, whether in the midst of 
a deep winter freeze or merely waiting for the end of rest period, as the children are 
in this photograph from around 1930), Cumberland Pool has beckoned city residents 
ever since it first opened in 1927.

This photo was selected by the Cleveland Heights Historical Society, a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to discovering, preserving and promoting the heritage of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio. For more information, and to view additional historical images, visit www.
chhistory.org or www.facebook.com/clevelandheightshistorical.

Heights historical photo of the month
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Presented by Cleveland Institute of 
Art, in collaboration with the Ohio 
Advisory Group of the National  
Museum of Women in the Arts.

The Artists: 
Above, from left, Lauren Yeager, 
Christi Birchfield, Hildur Ásgeirsdóttir 
Jónsson, Mimi Kato, and Eva Kwong

Public Opening Reception:  
Thursday, April 2, 6–8pm
cia.edu/womentowatch

Panel Discussion with  
the artists:  
Friday, April 10, 12:15pm

Sponsored by:

Huntington Bank 
ideastream

On view: April 2 – May 2, 2015
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A dogged crime-fighting team at the CHPD
Andrew Orie

At the end of a long, 12-hour shift, the 
youngest member of the Cleveland 
Heights Police Department is ready to 
go home. To make the point, he quietly 
nudges his partner. When that doesn’t 
do the trick, he begins to whine.
 His partner, Officer Tom Harris, 
describes it as rookie behavior. But 
it’s understandable; the rookie is only 
18 months old. His name is Jax and 
he’s a German Shepherd.
 In November, when Jax joined 
the force, he became the fourth dog 
in CHPD’s K-9 unit. Like his coun-
terparts Argos, Rocky and Vinn, Jax’s 
job is to track crime suspects, sniff 
out drugs and—after he’s fully out-
grown puppyhood—meet and greet 
Cleveland Heights residents at block 
parties and other public events.

 Police dogs like Jax go through a 
vigorous training, first as puppies and 
then again upon being paired with 
their partners. Harris drove down to 
Wapakoneta, Ohio the day after his 
own son was born to meet Jax and begin 
training. Like others who have been 
through it, Harris said the dog selected 
him as a partner; and the sun-up to sun-
down training regimen was more about 
breaking in the human than the dog.
 Now that Jax and Harris are work-
ing together full time on the CHPD’s 
“C” Platoon, they still train together 
on the second and fourth Wednesday 
of every month, along with K-9 teams 
from other area police agencies. The 
training time totals at least 16 hours a 
month—compared to the minimum 
four hours per year of continuing 
professional training that Ohio regula-
tions require of police officers.

 Jax had his first successful track 
just a few weeks into his regular duty. 
On a call for breaking-and-entering, 
he zeroed in on a scent just outside 
the home, and tracked down the 
suspect within minutes.
 Harris has always loved dogs. 
He had wanted to be a K-9 officer 
since he was 17. He joined the Air 
Force with the thought of becoming 
a K-9 handler there, but a change 
in protocols at about the time he 
joined derailed that idea. He joined 
the CHPD in 2006, and remains on 
active reserve with the Air Force.
 When offered the chance to be-
come the city’s fourth K-9 handler, 
he jumped at the chance.
 Jax not only works with Harris; 
he lives with him at Harris’ Cleve-
land Heights home. Harris also has 
an older German Shepard at home 

Jax, an 18-month-old german Shepherd, is the 
fourth dog to join CHPd’s K-9 unit.
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Mark Souther

In the summer of 1981, the choirs 
of St. John’s and St. James A.M.E. 
churches, two historic African-
American congregations on Cleve-
land’s East Side, joined together 
in the octagonal sanctuary at the 
inaugural service of Christ Our Re-
deemer A.M.E. Church. Named af-
ter the African Methodist Episcopal 
motto, “God our Father, Christ our 
Redeemer, and Man our Brother,” 
this sacred landmark was originally 
dedicated as Cleveland Heights 
Methodist Episcopal Church on 
Sept. 18, 1904. The clapboard- and 
shingle-sided Gothic Eclectic build-
ing, distinguished by its rare (for its 
time) octagonal sanctuary plan and 
battlemented corner tower over-
looking Superior and Hampshire 
roads, is the oldest standing house 
of worship in Cleveland Heights, 
and has been a designated Cleveland 
Heights Landmark since 1995.
 Cleveland Heights Methodist 
Episcopal Church arose from efforts 
of the Nottingham-Glenville Circuit 
of the Methodist Church, which 
erected an earlier brick church near 
the old Superior Schoolhouse, in 
1878. At that time the surround-
ing area was still derisively dubbed 
“Heathen Heights” because of the 
notorious weekend carousing of the 
area’s stone quarry workers. Origi-
nally called Fairmount Methodist 
Episcopal Church because of its site 
near the town center of Fairmount, 
the congregation took the new name 
of Cleveland Heights Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 1904 upon the 
dedication of its new building, a re-
flection of the founding of Cleveland 
Heights village earlier that year. A 
notable feature inside the church 
is a large stained-glass window 
dedicated in memory of parishioner 
James B. Haycox, a dairy farmer and 
bluestone quarry operator whose 

Cleveland 
HEIgHTS 
landmaRKS

Lee Road farm became part of Grant 
Deming’s Forest Hill allotment. 
Another feature given in memory of 
Haycox is the church’s pipe organ, 
assembled with wooden pegs and no 
nails. More than a century later, its 
pipes’ hand-stenciled floral decora-
tions retain their soft beauty.
 After quintupling its membership 
in just two decades, the church’s con-
gregation departed to a massive new 
French Gothic building on Lee Road 
in 1927 and became the Church of 
the Saviour. Thereafter the old build-
ing housed the First Church of the 
Brethren for the next several decades. 
Just as the soaring suburban popula-
tion of the Heights in the 1910s–’20s 
made the little church too small to 
hold Sunday services, the growing 
African American presence in north-
central Cleveland Heights, drawn to 
better housing from Glenville and 
East Cleveland in the 1960s–’70s, 
made the area a logical place for the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
to create its first suburban mission in 
Greater Cleveland (apart from the 
longstanding New Bethel A.M.E. in 
then-rural Oakwood Village). 
 Christ Our Redeemer A.M.E. 
emerged as a joint project of the 
ministers and laity of the North Ohio 
Conference of the African Method-
ist Episcopal Church. The mission 
leased its building from First Church 
of the Brethren and opened with a 
mere seven congregants in July 1981. 
Originally it held services at odd 
times to encourage members of other 
A.M.E. churches to assist in getting 

Christ Our Redeemer A.M.E. Church

named Jasper, who is strictly civilian. 
The two dogs get along well.
 At home, Jax is like any other dog, 
Harris said. But he likes to work. “He 
gets excited when he sees me getting 
ready for duty,” Harris said.

Andrew Orie is a junior at John Carroll 
University, majoring in journalism with 
a minor in history.

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn

Our customized lawn care program 
and lawn renovation services make 
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today. 

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

• Lawn renovation and 
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional 
lawn fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and 
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing 

• Lawn aeration and 
thatch removal 

• Weekly lawn maintenance

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the 
appearance of your yard? 

Are you tired of calling an 
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?

Are you frustrated with 
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?

Lawn Lad. Passionately 
committed to making 

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best. 

LL_HO.0312.Ad:Layout 1  2/20/12  4:00 PM  Page 1

it firmly established, as well as to en-
able guest pastors from other A.M.E. 
churches to preach there.
 Today, Christ Our Redeemer 
A.M.E. Church faces the daunting 
challenge of maintaining the oldest 
church building in Cleveland Heights. 
Sharing Superior Road with the 
Preyer House (the city’s oldest resi-
dence) and Superior Schoolhouse (the 
city’s oldest school building), Christ 
Our Redeemer is a critical marker of 
the community’s early history. As a 
pioneering suburban black church, it 

Christ Our Redeemer a.m.e. Church, shown 
here in 1915, was originally built for Cleveland 
Heights methodist episcopal Church, the fore-
runner of Church of the Saviour.  

is also a significant landmark in the 
struggle to break down metropolitan 
racial barriers.

Mark Souther, a member of the Cleveland 
Heights Landmark Commission, wrote 
this article. This column is produced by 
members of the CH Landmark Commis-
sion, to highlight historically significant 
buildings in Cleveland Heights, and share 
its mission of preserving and protecting 
buildings, works of art and other objects 
of historical or architectural value to the 
community.
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Open Saturdays  
Year Round  

8:00AM to 1:00PM 

Call 216-249-5455                                                                                      
or go to www.coitmarket.org                                               

15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble                                                              

  Fresh Local Food                 
In  Your  Neighborhood 

Coit  Road Farmers’ Market  

happy hour
4-7, tue-fri

$5 menu items  
$5 drink specials
live music fri+sat

3099 mayfield road | cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 | 216 321.0477
tuesday-thurdsay 4-10 | friday + saturday 4-11  

rockefellerscleveland.com | facebook.com/rockefellerscleveland

March Madness 

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ 216.932.0039 ▪ www.bremec.com 

March Hours:  
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. & Sun. 10-5 

25% OFF 
Storewide 

Excludes Bulk & Bag Goods 

Now In Stock 
Organic Weed Preventer 

100% Corn Gluten 
 

Only $37.49 
(Regular $49.99 per 25lb. Bag) 

8000 square feet of 
daycare and boarding!

Clearance rates measure the percentage of crimes solved. a clearance rate of 100 percent means a 
suspect has been arrested and turned over for prosecution for every crime in that category.
Peer agencies (the striped bar) are those in cities of similar size to Cleveland Heights. the peer 
comparison is for 2013; the FbI has not yet made 2014 peer comparisons available.

Crime clearance rates, Jan. to Dec. (higher is better)

Property crimes committed in Cleveland Heights, 
Jan. to Dec. (lower is better)

Theft from autos, Jan. to Dec. (lower is better)

theft from parked cars declined 13 percent in 2014. In the the first year of tracking details about 
these incidents, the CHPd discovered 72 percent of all thefts from autos occurred after the victim 
had left the vehicle unlocked.

Some 251 times last year, people 
called the CHPD to report that 
valuables had been taken from 
their cars.
 In three out of four cases, they 
had left the cars unlocked.
 These thefts don’t show up in 
the crime statistics already cited in 
this article because they are Part II 
crimes—less serious offenses, which 
the FBI doesn’t track in its Uniform 
Crime Reporting system.
 They tend to be crimes of op-
portunity, according to Robertson; 
perpetrators walk through city 
parking lots checking car doors. 
If they find one unlocked, they’ll 
rummage through compartments 
for anything of value.
 “If you leave your valet key in 

Duh! Lock your car when you leave it
the glove box, it turns into auto 
theft,” he said. “They find the key 
and off they go.” It happened at 
least six times last year, probably 
more, he said.  
 Thefts from autos were down 
13 percent from 2013; last year is 
the first time the department kept 
track of how many involved cars 
that had been left unlocked by the 
victims.
 It’s an example of how the 
police department is growing more 
detailed in its use of data.
 And there’s a simple takeaway 
for residents. “Lock your car. Don’t 
leave your iPhone sitting on the 
seat,” Robertson said. “If we’d all 
do that, we’d have a lot less of this 
type of crime.”

crime continued from page 1

 Robertson said a single group of 
juveniles was responsible for at least 
nine thefts in a short period of time 
from city parking lots in the second 
half of last year. They seemed to have 
a preference for Chrysler products, 
he said, which criminals know to be 
easy to hotwire.
 Members of that group were 
from Cleveland and Euclid, and have 
been arrested. They were identified 
through the Automated Fingerprint 
Identification System (AFIS) that 
CHPD is now using. Robertson said, 

“Once we knew who 
they were we had 
them cold because 
we had security foot-
age of them from 
the parking lots.” 

Cleveland Heights res-
ident Bob Rosenbaum 
is co-chairman of the 
Heights Observer Ad-
visory Committee, and 
is responsible for its 
advertising sales and 
market development.

For  more  in -
format ion on 
how the CHPd 
c o l l e c t s  a n d 
validates crime 
statistics, see the 
original article 
in this series at 
http://tiny.cc/
c hcr imes ta t s . 
Or scan the QR 
code.
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2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106  (216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!
Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .eps

Join us for Easter Worship at St. Paul’s

The Rev. Dr. Harold T. Lewis, Rector Karel Paukert, Organist/Choirmaster

Friday, April 3: Good Friday
12 to 3 p.m.     Community Ecumenical Service: The Seven Last Words of Christ
     7:30 p.m.     The Good Friday Liturgy

Saturday, April 4: Easter Even 
          8 p.m.   The Great Vigil and first Eucharist of Easter
      Joint service at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, 2555 Euclid Heights Blvd, Cleve Hts.

Sunday, April 5: Easter Day
  7:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
       9 a.m.  Festival Eucharist with choirs, trumpet and organ,  

     interpreted for the Deaf community

11:15 a.m.  Festival Eucharist with choir, trumpet and organ

Bob Rosenbaum

Before the end of March, officers 
in the Traffic Safety Bureau of the 
Cleveland Heights Police Depart-
ment (CHPD) will begin wearing 
body cameras to record their interac-
tions with the public.
 The CHPD has enough cameras 
to equip all officers on duty, but they 
will be put into use in two phases, 
according to Police Chief Jeffrey 
Robertson.
 The department has approxi-
mately 105 officers, one-third of 
whom are on duty at any given time. 
The Traffic Safety Bureau represents 
about 40 percent of the force.
 The cameras will be deployed 
first among officers in the Traffic 
Safety Bureau because they are in 
most-frequent contact with the pub-
lic, Robertson said. That is expected 
to take place by mid-March. The 
second phase, which hasn’t yet been 
scheduled, will put the cameras on all 
remaining on-duty officers. 
 “These are nice cameras; they’re 
simple and durable,” Robertson said. 
They’ll be particularly useful in docu-
menting investigations, complaints 
against police officers, and use-of-
force situations, he noted.
 Each camera is smaller than a pack 
of cigarettes and clips onto the officer’s 
shirt or tie. Sliding the lens cover to one 
side turns the camera on.
 Robertson said that the policies 
covering use of the cameras have 

CHPd officers will begin using body cameras in march.
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already been written, and the officers 
are being trained. While the cameras 
themselves were delivered in Decem-
ber, the docking stations that charge 
them and automatically upload their 
contents at the end of each shift had 
not arrived as of mid-February.
 So in the first phase, traffic safety 
officers will manually upload contents 
via USB port to the onboard comput-
ers in squad cars. When the docking 
stations arrive, the rest of the cameras 
will be put into action.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is co-chairman of the Heights 
Observer Advisory Committee, and is 
responsible for its advertising sales and 
market development.

CHpD to deploy body 
cameras among officers

COFFEE

BETTER
TASTES

L   CAL 

ROASTED IN THE 216
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

EAST 9TH COVENTRY LEE
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM2287 LEE ROAD

CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.8227

1854-A COVENTRY ROAD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.932.5282

1700 EAST 9TH ST
CLEVELAND, OH 44114

216.771.5282

30 DAYS UNLIMITED\YOGA 
&  BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP 

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleveland 
Hts. 44118   

(216) 371-9760 
www.atmacenter.com 

/atmacenter  @atmacenter108  

Experience the  
Atma Center 
Difference! 
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When Marilyn Cunin needed surgery to replace her hip, she chose 
Judson’s Bruening Health Center for short-term rehabilitation.  
She appreciated the caring, attentive staff and thought the therapy 
program was very effective. “I wouldn’t expect any less from a 
nursing center with a five-star rating,” she explains.
A longtime resident of Cleveland Heights, Marilyn was never far 
from home. “I had a good experience and would recommend 
Bruening to anyone,” she says, “but I certainly was tickled to go 
home when my stay was over!”
To find out how Judson can help you or a loved one quickly 
transition from hospital to home, please call Michelle Stomieroski 
at (216) 791-2245 today.

“I’d recommend Judson’s Bruening Health Center 
to anyone who needs post-surgery rehabilitation!” 

  —Cleveland Heights resident Marilyn Cunin

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org  

Go bananas at LEI’s annual fundraiser
Michelle Simakis 

Lake Erie Ink (LEI), a writing space 
for youth, is hosting its third annual 
fundraiser for people of all ages to 
showcase their quick, creative word-
play skills during a Giant Bananagrams 
Tournament. The event will take place 
on March 21, 2–5 p.m., in the Cleveland 
Heights High School Social Room, 
making it one of the community’s 
last opportunities to enjoy the space 
before construction on the historic 
school begins this summer.
 Inspired by the fast-paced, 
Scrabble-like word game, teams of 
two to four players will compete on 
a 30-by-30-foot Bananagrams board 
with 1-foot-square tiles in front of a 
live audience, with plays and words 
announced by a guest MC.
 In addition to the main event, 
families and other attendees can 
join the fun in the pay-to-play room, 
and win prizes at the cakewalk and 
by participating in a raffle. Or, spec-
tators can simply watch the lively 
literary match in the Social Room.
 LEI is asking local businesses 
and organizations to participate as 

well, by registering and playing as a 
team representing the business or 
organization. Or, they can sponsor 
a team in their name and pay the 
registration fee. The contribution per 
team is $500.
 For more information about how 
to participate, visit www.lakeerieink.
org. The deadline to assemble a team 
of two to four people is March 12. 
To set up a team and raise money 
for the event, visit Lake Erie Ink’s 
Crowdrise page, www.crowdrise.
com/2015LEIGiantBananagrams.
 Proceeds will benefit Lake Erie 
Ink, a nonprofit that provides creative 
expression opportunities and academic 
support to Greater Cleveland youths. 
Hosting programs at both it’s Coventry 
location and in classrooms throughout 
the region, LEI serves young people 
from a broad socio-economic, cultural 
and academic range, using creative 
writing to increase literacy and social 
engagement.

Michelle Simakis is a Cleveland Heights-
based writer and editor. She serves on 
Fresh Ink, Lake Erie Ink’s young profes-
sionals board.

Social innovator Ruth DeGolia brings her 
story home to the Heights on March 11
Molly Burns

You may wonder what the label 
Mercado Global is in a garment you 
have bought from Anthropologie, J. 
Crew or Urban Outfitter’s. 
 On March 11 you can find out 
about this ethical fashion brand 
and social enterprise at a fund-
raiser called, Fashioning Change: 
Harnessing the Power of Markets 
for Women in Guatemala. It will 
be held from 6:30–8:30 p.m. at The 
Wine Spot, 2271 Lee Road. Proceeds 
will support Mercado Global’s 
educational and market access pro-
grams.
 Cleveland Heights native Ruth 
DeGolia, Mercado Global’s founder 
and executive director, will be on 
hand to share stories from this in-
novative nonprofit that connects 
indigenous women artisans in Gua-
temala to major international retail-
ers. She was featured on the cover of 
Newsweek as one of “15 People Who 
Make America Great.”
 DeGolia visited Guatemala as 
a Yale University student. She wit-

nessed firsthand the poverty that 
women in Guatemala face. She also 
saw their talent and potential, and 
realized that connecting them to 
an international market could give 
them unprecedented economic op-
portunities.
 DeGolia founded Mercado 
Global in 2004. Her pioneering ap-
proach connects poor, rural women 
in Guatemala to international 
markets with the goal of providing 
sustainable livelihoods for their 
families. Working with artisans as 
business partners and providing 
market access and business develop-
ment support, each Mercado Global 
piece is instilled with the brand’s 
core values of craftsmanship and 
partnership.
 Today, Mercado Global works 
with a network of more than 300 
women weavers and sewers living in 
more than 30 communities through-
out the highlands of Guatemala. 
Retail partners also include interna-
tional lifestyle brands such as Comp-
toir des Cotonniers and Free People.
 The event will feature the 
brand’s latest Spring/Summer 2015 
collection that will be in J. Crew 
stores nationwide this spring.
 With this visit, DeGolia hopes 
to bring to Northeast Ohio stories 
of empowerment and hope from 
these women artisans. “Together 
with the artisans,” DeGolia said, 
“we have made incredible progress 
both in our reach as an ethical 
fashion brand and in bringing op-
portunities to communities in the 
highlands. Whether it is partner-
ing with new retailers like J. Crew, 
expanding our community-based 
health and leadership programs, 
or providing vital training to more 
artisans, I’m thrilled to celebrate 
these achievements with the Cleve-
land community, some of Mercado 
Global’s earliest supporters.”
 Mercado Global’s model has 
been recognized by National Public 
Radio, Bloomberg Businessweek, The 
Huffington Post and the United Na-
tions. DeGolia has been selected 
as an “Architect of the Future” by 
Austria’s Waldzell Institute, has 
received the Do Something Foun-
dation’s BRICK Award for “Young 
People Who Change the World,” 
and was named among the “World’s 
Best Emerging Social Entrepre-
neurs” by Echoing Green.
 Tickets are $35 and include 
wine, appetizers and words from 
DeGolia. The evening also will 
feature local physicians, Dr. Mori 
Morikawa and Dr. Aaron Lear, 
who have played key roles in the 
organization’s community health 
initiatives, and Cleveland Heights 
resident Melody Hart, who is a 
Mercado Global board member and 
co-chair of the host committee.
 Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.mercadoglobal.org/fashion-
ingchange or by e-mailing commu-
nity@mercadoglobal.org.

Molly Burns is the community outreach 
coordinator at Mercado Global.
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Observe!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like 
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center  
(www.heightsobserver.org). 

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story 
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s 
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts. 
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily 
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be  
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and 
let you know if we have any questions. 

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer  
   is a piece of cake!

Noble churches serve neighbors
Brenda H. May

The Noble neighborhood of Cleve-
land Heights is home to several long-
established congregations.
 Situated next to Denison Park, 
Church of the Master, 4050 Mon-
ticello Blvd., traces its history to 
a merger of congregations, one of 
which included John D. Rockefeller. 
Rockefeller’s legacy continues in 
this newer congregation through the 
Cleveland Baptist Association. Rev. 
Rena Baker has pastored this church 
for 12 years and leads the services 
on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. Rev. Joyce 
Butler leads a Bible study and prayer 
service on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., 
and Rev. Julia Moses ministers to 
many of the boys and young men who 
play basketball in the park. Contact 
the church at 216-381-1001.
 Noble Road Presbyterian 
Church, 2780 Noble Road, is a 
dynamic, progressive community of 
faith, working to meet the needs of 
neighbors at home and across the 
globe through its partnerships with 
other communities of peace, justice 
and inclusion. NRPC hosts a monthly 
community meal, helps Noble El-
ementary School children and their 
families, reaches out to Noble area 
refugees, and builds support for 
Dougbe River Presbyterian School of 
Liberia. Sunday worship is at 10 a.m. 
Visit https://noblechurch.wordpress.com 
or call 216-382-0660.
 Bethel Church of Cleveland 
Heights, 2706 Noble Road, is cel-
ebrating its 125th anniversary this 
year. What began as a Swedish Baptist 
church is now a multicultural congre-
gation within the Converge move-
ment. Bethel offers basketball and 
Bible study every Thursday at 7 p.m. 
for young adult men. In January, the 
church hosted the International Stu-
dent Fellowship dinner for 50 inter-
national students from Case Western 
Reserve and Cleveland State universi-
ties. The Latvian Baptist Church of 
Cleveland has met in Bethel’s build-
ing for more than 50 years. Bethel’s 
services are Sundays at 10:15 a.m. For 
information, call 216-381-5501 or go to 
www.thebethelchurch.net.
 Mo u n t  O l i v e  Lu t h e r a n 
Church, 2392 Noble Road, is cel-
ebrating its 100th anniversary in 
2015 with special events from April 
through November. Rev. Ryan Beffrey 
brought new life to this congregation 
with his arrival in 2012. Look for 

Mount Olive’s open house, rummage 
sale and vacation Bible school events 
this summer. Its Divine Service 
liturgy takes place Sundays at 10:30 
a.m. (10 a.m. in the summer) and 
at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays. Contact 
Mount Olive at 216-381-2873 or www.
mountolivelcms.com.
 Straightway Bible Fellowship 
meets in the smaller building behind 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church. SBF’s 
free community assistance program 
offers legal, financial, counseling and 
help resources. Pastor Elijah Span 
co-leads Noble Monticello Pastors 
and Churches (NOMO), which hosts 
a prayer walk four times each year 
to pray for the neighborhood. SBF’s 
services are at 11 a.m. on Sundays, and 
its prayer service and bible study is at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays. Call 216-381-4563.
 C e n t r a l  B i b l e  B a p t i s t 
Church, 2285 Noble Road, is led 
by Pastor Harry Cain Jr. This con-
gregation actively reaches out to the 
community with a fruit and vegetable 
pantry on the first Saturday of each 
month, March through November, in 
partnership with the Greater Cleve-
land Food Bank. CBBC hosts several 
community-based events, including 
a block party and vacation Bible 
school. On April 26, CBBC invites 
the public to commemorate its 23rd 
anniversary as it celebrates on the 
day of the Noble Community-Wide 
Home and Yard Sale. Sunday services 
are at 8 and 11 a.m. Contact CBBC at 
216-291-4406, or find the church on 
Facebook.
 StartRight Church, 977 Cale-
donia Road, is renovating its historic 
1925 building to better serve its neigh-
bors. Pastor Jimmie Hicks Jr. provides 
a food pantry on the fourth Saturday 
of each month, hosts a vacation Bible 
school each summer that also feeds 
children for seven weeks, and works 
with the City of Cleveland Heights on 
neighborhood beautification efforts. 
He provides jobs and trains young 
people to run their own businesses 
through a project set up to mow 
vacant lots in the area. Everyone is 
welcome at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Call 216-458-1808 or visit 
www.startrightministries.com.
 Noble-area churches invite you 
to visit!

Brenda H. May has lived in the Noble 
neighborhood for 30 years. She founded 
NOMO in 2011 and serves on the board 
of Church of the Master.

IPM sponsors life-changing trips to Colombia and Wyoming
Raluca Besliu

International Partners in Mission 
(IPM), based in Cleveland Heights, 
works across borders of faith, culture 
and economic circumstance to create 
partnerships that build justice, peace 
and hope. The core program provides 
financial and technical support to 60 
community-initiated programs in 20 
countries. They include El Salvador, 
India, Kenya, Nepal and Nicaragua, 
and the focus is on women, children 
and youths.

 IPM also organizes immersion-
experience programs—short-term 
travel opportunities to the countries 
where it works. Participants, many 
from Northeast Ohio, learn about the 
history and culture of these countries, 
and walk in solidarity with the locals 
whose work IPM supports.
 This year, IPM is organizing 
two immersions to El Salvador and 
one to Nicaragua, mostly for college 
students. Several other immersions 
are open for anyone to join.
 One group will head to Colombia 

April 8–16, and another will go to the 
Wind River Indian Reservation in 
Wyoming, July 30 through Aug. 6.
 The Colombia Immersion will 
start in the capital, Bogotá, where 
participants will visit historic sites. 
Then, they will travel to Ibagué, the 
music capital, where they will visit 
three IPM project partners.
 One of those partners, Niños 
Trabajadores, which means Working 
Children, provides education and 
outreach to children who work in the 
marketplace to support their families. 
IPM supported the development 
of a reading and writing composi-
tion workshop where children learn 
fundamental skills. However, the 
project’s influence extends beyond 
striving to improve the children’s aca-
demics. It also regularly hosts movie 
nights, as many of the children do not 
have access to, or the financial means 
for, this type of entertainment. The 
movies are chosen to promote values 
of love, solidarity, respect, friendship 
and listening. Currently, Niños Tra-
bajadores serves 25 children and 60 
people indirectly, including parents.
 Another project in Ibague is Ser 
Mujer (Being a Woman). It provides 
opportunities for women to earn 
a sustainable income. The women 
participate in workshops and training 
in food-processing techniques and 
handcrafts. This training expands 
their skills and diversifies the prod-
ucts they create and sell at the mar-
ket. In 2014, 25 women were served 

a child at niños trabajadores Project in Ibagué, 
Colombia, at the end of a workshop.

while 100 more, especially family 
members, were assisted.
 In Wyoming, IPM supports a 
Native American Project, Sacajawea 
Treasures. The project works with 
Eastern Shoshone tribal members 
to develop sustainable economic op-
portunities and promote the native 
culture. The individuals make tradi-
tional beadwork, which they sell. This 
both provides income and educates 
the larger community on Shoshone 
traditions. The project also provides 
a senior citizens’ program.
 IPM encourages Heights resi-
dents to join its immersion trips. If 
you are interested in learning more 
about them, contact Raluca Besliu at 
rbesliu@ipmconnect.org.

Raluca Besliu is a staff member at IPM. 
Originally from Romania, she has a degree 
in international relations from Vassar 
College and a master’s degree from the 
University of Oxford.
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CH-UH resident educators all pass performance assessment
Angee Shaker

Cleveland Heights -University 
Heights City School District’s 
fourth-year resident educators all re-
cently passed the Resident Educator 
Summative Assessment (RESA)—a 
rigorous performance assessment 
that asks resident educators to 
showcase their teaching progress and 
demonstrate its impact on student 
achievement. All 14 of the district’s 

resident educators passed all five 
tests for a district passage rate of 
100 percent.
 “I am so proud of the district’s 
resident educators and their facilita-
tors,” said Talisa L. Dixon, CH-UH 
superintendent. “A district passage 
rate of 100 percent is truly an accom-
plishment to celebrate. Not only did 
all of the residents register as RESA 
candidates, compared to only 56 per-
cent statewide; they all passed, com-

pared to only 67 [percent] statewide. 
I would like to congratulate each of 
the resident educators...Bravo to each 
of you!”
 The Ohio Residency Program 
seeks to provide Ohio schools with 
outstanding educators for years to 
come. The program grants recent 
college graduates a four-year resident 
license. Once hired by a district, they 
enter their first year of residency 
and are given a mentor who guides 
them through a challenging set of 

among the CH-UH school district’s resident 
educators are (front row, from left) markita 
thompson, takisha Jackson, tracey tyrrell, 
Karin Faletic, traci adeen, (back row) Keith 
vance, Josh lutton, James davies and Patrick 
Carpenter. missing from the photo are: ben am-
mon, nicole Clouser, emily Kairis, max Kravitz, 
and tai Kuei-Fang.

CHHS senior athletes commit to colleges 

Cathan Bricker

At Heights High’s National Signing 
Day event on Feb. 4, senior student 
athletes officially announced the 
names of the colleges they will attend 
next year. National Signing Day is the 
first day that Class of 2015 high school 
recruits can sign binding letters of 
intent with college programs. 
 In all, 10 Heights High seniors 
signed letters of intent. Their coaches 
introduced the students, each of 
whom then spoke about their high 
school careers and the many adults at 
the school who supported them. The 
students also thanked their families, 
who joined them on the stage.
 Kristin Hughes, CHHS ath-
letic director, welcomed the audience, 
comprised of the families and team-
mates of the student athletes.
 The following students signed 
letters of intent to play their sports 
at the college level:

•  Jon Bonner, football, Urbana Uni-
versity (Ohio)

•  Jaylond Butler, football and track, 
University of Charleston (W.Va.)

•  Gerron Fryer, football, University 
of Charleston (W.Va.)

•  Chase Jackson, football, West Lib-
erty University (W.Va.)

•  Jonathan Jackson, football, Grand 
Valley State University (Mich.)

•  Sean Kergan, football, West Liberty 
University (W.Va.)

•  Mario Patton, football, University 
of Massachusetts

•  Zander Perelman, soccer, Bucknell 
University (Pa.)

•  Mervin Scott, football, Notre Dame 
College (Ohio)

•  Simone Sollisch, softball, Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania

Cathan Bricker is the communications 
administrative assistant for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.

ten Heights High senior student athletes were part of national Signing day on Feb. 4. 

T H E

� � � � � � � • � � � � �

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone-oven.com

20 years and 
still on a roll!

Thanks to our Heights’ neighbors for your support 
during our first 20 years.  We're looking forward 
to a third decade of serving you!

Summer Ruffing It! 
Summer camps for ages 18 months - Grade 9

June 22 - July 31, 2015 
For information or to register go to: ruffingmontessori.net/camps

3380 Fairmount Boulevard  :  Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  
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2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture Framing
2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Geraci’s Restaurant

award winning pizza

protocols. Their second year is simi-
lar but more analytic, exploring the 
complexities of learning and teaching. 
In year three, they become eligible to 
take the RESA.
 Their district determines if they 
are ready to take the RESA or if they 
need another year of one-on-one 
mentoring. If they take the RESA, 
they are videotaped teaching and the 
video and its analysis are submitted 
and scored by trained assessors. Two 
videos and three other subset assess-
ments are given for a total of five 
submissions.
 Year four of the program is 
designed to provide leadership op-
portunities to those who pass all five 
assessments, and to allow subsequent 
pathways for those who need to redo 
any of their submissions. The CH-
UH resident educators had been 
waiting since May for the tests to be 
graded, and to find out what’s next 
for each of them. As they all passed, 
each resident educator will be granted 
a leadership opportunity.

Angee Shaker is director of communica-
tions for Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District.
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Cathan Bricker

Heights High students Arianna 
Mu r ray  a nd Joh n na Ma rotta 
represented the CH-UH City School 
District at the Ohio Music Educators 
Association (OMEA) on Feb. 6. 
Murray and Marotta performed at 
the Cleveland Convention Center 
with the OMEA All-State Choir. 
More than 1,000 students from 
across Ohio auditioned for the choir, 
but only 81 students were selected for 
this honor.
 Mu r ray  a nd Ma rot ta  had 
competed in the OMEA Solo and 
Ensemble Competition on Jan. 
24, and both students received the 
highest possible score of Superior in 
the soloist competition. Two other 
students, Michael Carder and Ian 
Teunissen, were also selected for 
the choir, but could not attend the 
performance because of other vocal 
music obligations.

Joy Henderson

Four Cleveland Heights High School 
juniors have won awards in two 
separate art competitions.
 Ha nna h Smith received a 
Gold Key award for her charcoal 
drawing and Nih’jel Jones received 
an Honorable Mention for his 
coiled ceramic vessel in the 2015 
Cuyahoga County Scholastic Art 
Competition. The local competition 
is part of the National Scholastic 
Art Competition. Smith and Jones 
were selected from more than 3,000 
entrants from approximately 100 
middle and high schools in Cuyahoga 
County. Each student whose work 
was selected for display received an 
award of Honorable Mention, Silver 
Key or Gold Key.
 Gold Key award winners continue 
to the national competition held this 
spring in New York City, and are 
eligible for college scholarships. The 
awards were announced on Dec. 19 
and winning pieces were on display 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art.
 Two metalsmithing students, 
Breeaun Canady and Michel le 
Posch, received Red Ribbons in 
the Cleveland Clinic eXpressions 
Art Competition. Canady created 
a jewelry medallion depicting lungs 
and including the words “Recycle 
Yoursel f ” to encourage organ 
donation. Posch created a necklace 
with angel wings that represent lungs 
and the struggle faced by infants born 
with respiratory distress syndrome.

 Both student artists are in Nancy 
Eisenberg’s metals/jewelry class, 
where they read the medical research 
reports of two high school summer 
interns. Both students focused on 
research about human lungs. The 
science sparked a creative process in 
the students that produced the metal 
jewelry.
 “This project is way more than 
an art contest,” said Eisenberg. “The 
collaboration about real research 
with a student from another school 
makes this very special.”
 T he  eXpess ion s  prog ra m 
included students from 43 Ohio 
high schools who submitted more 
than 1,200 pa intings ,  poems, 
sculptures, videos, essays and short 
stories. Awards were announced in 
December and are on display at the 
Global Center for Health Innovation 
until March 13. 
 
Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High. 

full of energy and enthusiasm for 
performing.”
 Murray is a junior in the school’s 
Mosaic division and an Honor Roll 
student. She has received a score of 
Superior in the past two years’ OMEA 
Solo and Ensemble competitions. 
Marotta, who is a senior in Mosaic 
and on the Merit Roll, has also 
received Superior scores for the past 
two years’ OMEA Solo and Ensemble 
competitions.
 The choir performed seven 
pieces, including William Byrd’s Ave 
Verum Corpus, Sir Edward Elgar’s The 
Dance, and A.R. Rahman’s Balleilakka, 
arranged by Ethan Sperry, director 
of choral activities at Portland 
State University, who conducted the 
concert.
 Both students consider their 
performance with the All-State 

 “I am so very proud of a l l 
four of the musicians,” said Craig 
McGaughey, Heights High vocal 
music director. “Performing with 
a group of this caliber is a great 
experience for students. Arianna 
and Johnna came back to school 

Choir an honor. “Being a member 
of All-State Choir, and working 
with so many gifted vocalists was 
wonderful because not only is 
everyone so talented, they’re very 
committed to singing,” Murray 
sa id. “Although the music was 
challenging, it barely felt like we 
were working at all.”
 “I think that being a member of 
All-State is such a privilege,” Marotta 
remarked, “because I get to make 
beautiful music with such passionate 
teenagers like me. I get to sing with 
the best high school performers 
in Ohio who are the most humble 
performers I have ever met.”

Cathan Bricker is the communications 
admi nis t rative  a ss i s ta nt  fo r  the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District. 

Two Heights High singers perform with OMEA All-State Choir

CHHS student artists win awards

Heights High’s Johnna Marotta (left) and 
Arianna Murray performed with the OMEA 
All-State Choir on Feb. 6.  

Heights High junior Hannah Smith’s char-
coal drawing won a Gold Key award in the 
Cuyahoga County Scholastic Art Contest.
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216.741.5500 
 
sales@lincoln-parma.com 

Www.lincolnstorage.com 
 
8686 Brookpark Rd, Brooklyn, OH 44129 

Give us a call! 
One call… 

we do it all!  
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SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®     

Homes of Distinction Specialist 
OAR Award of Distinction 

Mega Million Dollar Producer 
216~577~8700216~577~8700  

ALLALL  
  JUST  LISTED!! 

UPSCALE  
LUXURY CONDO  
SUSSEX COURTS  
...OOOPS... 

  ALREADY SOLD!! 

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
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Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Board of Education Meeting highlights

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

JANUARY 20, 2015
Ron Register, vice president, was absent.

Levy resolution
The board approved a 5.9 mill levy to be 
placed on the May 2015 ballot for operating 
expenses. An initially recommended 6.1 mills 
was reduced to 5.9 by reducing overtime, sup-
plemental contracts and IT needs, and identi-
fying budget cuts in all departments. Jayne 
Geneva, Lay Finance Committee chair, and 
Scott Gainer, district treasurer, explained the 
rationale for the levy:
•  The state is putting more of the financial bur-

den on local taxpayers even though the Ohio 
schools funding system is unconstitutional.

•  The state will stop paying 12.5 percent on 
new levies.

• Property taxes have declined 2 percent.
•  The district loses $2 million to charter schools.
• Interest income is down.
•  Teachers have agreed to a 12-month pay 

scale to save on interest.
• Staff costs continue to rise.
•  Moving the high school to Wiley during the 

facilities renovation has led to increased 
costs in transportation and security.

Facilities update
Redevelopment designs for the Delisle Options 
Center building are occurring in preparation for 
moving the Career Tech Education (CTE) pro-
gram there. The parking variance for the auto 
shop was discussed, and construction is to start 
this spring to be ready for the 2015 school year.
 The “gateway” stadium renovation project 
at the corner of Lee and Cedar roads will be 
completed in time for the first 2015 football 
game. This area will include restrooms and 
concessions.
 Materials and building colors to comple-
ment the 1926 structure are being studied. 
Schematics were shown for the gymnasium, 
natatorium and student commons. Board Mem-
ber Eric Silverman expressed concern that the 
metal and masonry façades were not compat-
ible with the 1926 architecture.
 For window design, emphasis was on using 
as much natural light as possible.
 Three community members urged the ar-
chitect to continue to consider sustainability, 
maintenance and repair aspects. They also 
expressed concern about housing the CTE pro-
gram at Delisle because of travel time. Auto 
and cosmetology have three-period blocks so 
students can walk to Delisle, but other CTE pro-
grams do not and therefore should be on the 
Heights High campus. Other concerns involved 
whether Delisle is the district’s vision for the fu-
ture of the CTE program.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

FEBRUARY 3, 2015
All board members were present.

Public comments
Public forums on education: Teacher Ari Klein 
spoke on behalf of the Heights Coalition for 
Public Education, which recently held the sec-
ond in a series of three public forums. The more 
than 150 attendees were asked to describe a 
high-quality education, and no one listed ex-
tensive testing. He asked that people endorse 
the position of the coalition which appears on 
its website (http://chuh.net/coalition/). The 

third forum, The Myth of the Failing Student, 
will be held on March 24. Later in the meeting, 
Board President Nancy Peppler, who attended 
the forum, commented that it was “heartbreak-
ing” to hear teachers describe the difficulty of 
teaching when there is such strong emphasis on 
government-mandated testing.
 Public school funding loss disputed: Resi-
dent Charles Drake disputed the Lay Finance 
Committee’s statement that public schools lose 
funding because of money allocated to non-
public schools.

Field trips
The board approved two field trips:
•  Heights High girls’ lacrosse team to Palo 

Alto, Calif., April 2–8
•  Heights High varsity softball team to Cocoa 

Beach, Fla., April 4–10
 Nancy Peppler noted that the students’ fam-
ilies and team fundraising pay for these trips.

Wiley building conditions
Steve Shergalis, director of business services, 
reported that unforeseen conditions were found 
at Wiley Middle School when walls and floors 
were opened during renovation. Water is seep-
ing into the foundation, pipes are corroded, and 
the electric panel has too great a draw. The 
board approved revision of mechanical, electri-
cal, plumbing and elevator packages with a to-
tal value of $3,600,028, which will be covered 
in full by the contingency already in the project 
budget. Photos of progress will be posted on the 
district’s website, www.chuh.org.

Bus purchases
The board approved bid advertising by the 
Ohio Schools Council Cooperative through 
which the district cooperatively purchases 
school buses with other districts. Buses typi-
cally last about 10 years.

Salvage of materials
Board Member Eric Silverman reported that 
the facilities committee is making an effort to 
salvage items and materials that can be pre-
served during demolition.

PTA input
Board Member Kal Zucker reported that the 
PTA is working with the district to provide 
healthier breakfast foods to students. The PTA 
has also provided feedback regarding testing.

Strategic planning
Board Member Eric Coble reported that a 
20-person Strategic Planning Committee has 
begun working on a five-year plan for the dis-
trict. Focus groups include people who have 
not previously been active in providing feed-
back to the district. Teachers and students are 
being surveyed, and the general public will 
have an opportunity to give input in March.

LWV Observer: Nancy Dietrich.

Susie Kaeser

The Heights Coalition for Public 
Education will hold its third com-
munity conversation, The Myth of 
Failing Students, on March 24 at 7 
p.m. in the Social Room at Heights 
High. The event will explore the 
failure of state and federal testing 
and accountability policy to improve 
student achievement and to address 
many of the issues that are part of the 
education equation.
 The public is invited to partici-

pate in this free community event. 
Local public education advocates 
and educators will report on the 
complex issues that affect students 
and schools.  
 Co-sponsors of the public event 
include the Cleveland Heights Teach-
ers Union AFT Local 795, CH-UH 
PTA Council, Reaching Heights and 
FutureHeights.
 Heights Coalition for Public 
Education was formed a year ago 
following the community reading of 
Diane Ravitch’s book, Reign of Error, 

which describes federal policies that 
encourage privatization of public 
education, and the invalid use of test 
scores to make high-stakes decisions. 
More than 130 educators and commu-
nity members participated in three 
guided discussions of the book.
 Heights parents, community 
members and teachers who participat-
ed in the reading formed the coalition 
to continue to educate the community 
about the dangers of policies that 
attack public education rather than 
strengthen this critical democratic 

institution. The group takes the posi-
tion that the accountability system is 
not legitimate, and that testing is not 
an accurate or meaningful measure-
ment of school quality or what the 
community values.  
 Visit the Heights Coalition for 
Public Education website, www.chuh.
net/coalition, to learn more about the 
group and its position statement. 

Susie Kaeser is on the steering commit-
tee of the Heights Coalition for Public 
Education.

Community conversation on public education continues March 24

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.

New postal regulations got you down?  
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Mail Service • Database Management • Office Administration

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep you on 
time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com

LOCAL ARTISTS continued from page 1

ing a shop where they could sell items 
made by local artists. “Because I 
make and sell jewelry, it was a natural 
idea to open a store,” she said. “And 
Coventry was always a cool place to 
go and hang out. So when I saw this 
space, I thought it was a really good 
fit. I think our store really fits Cov-
entry, which features small shops and 
handmade items.”
 The store carries a wide variety 
of items, ranging from jewelry and 
handbags to sculptures and clothing, 
and prices range from $3 to $2,500. In 
the 216 sells products made by more 
than 40 artisans. “Most of the artists 
whose work we sell in the shop are 
friends of mine and people who I have 
worked with in the past,” said Jenny.  
 Among the artists whose work is 
sold in the store is a husband-and-wife 
team that goes by the name of Moon-
lighting. They create three-dimension-
al soft sculptures that resemble stuffed 
animals. Another company, Jenbuzza 
Bags, creates market bags made out of 
old coffee sacks, and yoga bags that are 
also sold at In the 216.
 Betsy Figgie creates handbags, 
wallets and clutches made from old 
books, while Mary Farrell, a Shaker 
Heights resident, creates blankets, 
bibs and other baby products that are 
all made from organic material. An-
other artist, Vivianna Banana, makes 
baby booties, bibs and blankets.
 Andrea Howell, whose company 
is called Tidal Cool, creates neckties, 
bowties and skirts, while Sue Malovic 
makes scarves using recycled yarn. 
Among the store’s most popular items 
are handbags made from old album 
covers. The company that creates those 
bags is called Pandora’s Creations.
 In the 216 also carries a wide as-
sortment of T-shirts with Cleveland 
and Ohio themes. One company, So 
Cle Tees, makes shirts that have slo-
gans like “No Mistake Here,” “Cleve-
land’s Got Soul” and “A Polka Town” 
on them, while another company, We 
Bleed Ohio, also makes Cleveland- 
and Ohio-themed T-shirts.
 Many of the shop’s products are 
made from recycled materials. For 
example, Jen Warden takes old bottles 

and other glass items, melts them 
down and turns them into jewelry and 
small, tree-like sculptures. Another 
artist, who goes by the name of Cynde 
H. Designs, takes old photo slides, film 
strips and negatives and turns them 
into earrings, necklaces and other 
pieces of jewelry. Jackee Clark, who 
works at a tile company, takes old, dis-
carded pieces of tile and creates Ohio 
mosaics and peace signs. Kool Platez 
makes artistic signs from pieces of old 
car license plates. The signs carry such 
slogans as “Peace,” “Hippy Chick,” 
“Coventry” and “In the 216.”
 In addition to artwork, In the 216 
also sells organic dog biscuits and dog 
toys. The biscuits are all in the shape 
of the letters CLE or the numbers 
216. The store also carries all-natural 
body products, including body wash, 
soaps and lotions, made by Mayfield 
Heights-based Urban Botanicals.
 Jenny said that she and her hus-
band also plan to start selling pre-
served-fruit items, such as jams and 
salsas, from Ohio-grown produce, 
and are negotiating a deal with Coffee 
for a Cause to sell bags of coffee.
 The Goes hope to turn some of 
the building’s other vacant spaces—
previously occupied by such busi-
nesses as the Kiwi Spoon frozen yogurt 
store—into galleries where they can 
exhibit artists’ works, and are currently 
negotiating with the building’s owners 
to bring about that plan. “Cleveland is 
really heavy with talented artists who 
create amazing things,” Jenny said. “My 
husband and I are both very excited 
about having this store here.”

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, was a writer and editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also the 
author of several books, including biogra-
phies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and 
Bob Marley.

In the 216
216-862-4830
1854-A Coventry Road

Monday through Wednesday,  
noon to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday,  
noon to 9 p.m.
Sunday, noon to 6 p.m.
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Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat 4-9 p.m.

Welcoming Executive Chef 
Edward West

 New Menu

Expires March 31, 2015. Alcohol excluded. 
Not valid with happy hour discounts or other  
offers/discounts.

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

With this ad:
Buy 1 / Get 1 Free

(Up to $10 value)

HEIGHTS LIBRARY

JANUARY 26, 2015
All board members were present.

Library board officers for 2015
Board officers for 2015 will be Rob Fischer, 
president; Rick Ortmeyer, vice president; 
and Ron Holland, secretary. Salaries ap-
proved by the board are $103,295.40 
for Nancy Levin, library director, and 
$68,985.50 for Jana Nassif, fiscal officer.

2014 revenue at $9.4 million
The December financial report showed rev-
enue of $9.4 million for the fiscal year 2014, 
compared to $8.9 million in fiscal year 2013. 
A large part of the increase was due to the 
$500,000 bequest from the Grace Brody 
Trust. Expenditures for fiscal year 2014 were 
$7.9 million, compared to $7.7 million in fis-
cal year 2013, with the difference due large-
ly to salary and benefits increases.

Report on staff turnover
Staff turnover rate, which had been 23 
percent in 2013, fell to 16 percent in 2014. 
Turnover is mostly affected by part-timers 
finding full-time positions, retirements, and 
resignations by pages who are students 
and usually leave to attend college. Board 
President Fischer said he was impressed by 
the number of applications the library re-
ceives for open positions.

Social media coverage
Social media coverage has grown, and 
Facebook “likes” have increased 18 per-
cent from 2013. Twitter followers have in-
creased 21 percent from 2013, and two 
e-newsletters, TechKnowledge and We Rec-
ommend, are now available.

Friends activities
Louisa Oliver, Friends board president, not-
ed the African-American Read-In on Feb. 1. 
Participants each had five minutes to read 
a poem or book selection by an African-
American author. The group’s newsletter 
has just been published, with a full calendar 
of spring events. Membership is only $10 
per year, and board members are invited 
to join. A major benefit is the opportunity to 
preview the Friends’ major book sales.

Safety issues
Director Levin stressed the importance of 
safety in the library. Staff members write up 

incident reports on matters such as medical 
problems, police calls, property damage, 
missing property and general disturbances. 
Comparing incidents with the number of 
people using the building, 368 incidents oc-
curred, with 873,513 visitors to all buildings 
in 2014. Totals for 2013 were similar. This rep-
resents one incident for every 2,500 visitors. 
Most happen after 2 p.m., with the majority 
classified as general disturbances—usually 
noise or problems with the use of meeting 
rooms. Kevin Echols, supervisor of the security 
guards, has installed and maintains security 
cameras throughout all library branches.

December Public Service Report 
highlights
•  The adult programming theme for the win-

ter quarter was introduced with Dobama’s 
presentation of “A Civil War Christmas,” 
and will continue focus on the Civil War. 
The first program was Ghosts of the Civil 
War: Shades of Blue and Gray, presented 
by Mark Dawidziak and Sara Showman 
of the Largely Literary Theater.

•  The Cleveland Institute of Music Concert 
Night drew 40 people.

•  Noble Neighborhood Library hosted a 
Winter Wonderland for parents and chil-
dren, featuring stories and winter-themed 
activities, including decorating sugar 
cookies.

•  The training services department in-
creased the number of individual tuto-
rial sessions on Wednesday afternoons,  
2–4:30 p.m., to accommodate those un-
able to attend on Saturday mornings.

•  At the Cleveland Heights Senior Activity 
Center, nine people participated in the 
first use of the mobile training lab in a 
session on Working with Digital Images, 
taught by trainer Jackie Mayse.

•  Nine staff members at the University 
Heights Library proctored tests for eight 
students in distance-education programs.

•  Pam Spangler, University Heights Li-
brary’s youth services librarian, worked 
with Gearity Professional Development 
School students as part of the DigiLit 
grant, in which the library is a partner 
with the school district. The specific work-
shop was titled Bring Your Own Device.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland. 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights  
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.

Julia Murphy

Are you a Heights parent with a 
budding engineer or mathematician 
in the family? If so, the library has 
programs that may pique your 
child’s interest. Saturday, March 21 
at 2:30 p.m. is STEAM Saturday at 
the Noble Neighborhood Library, 
and Tuesday, March 24 at 6:30 
p.m. is Kid Engineering at the 
University Heights Library.
 STEAM Saturday is  based 
on the new philosophy in many 
schools of focusing on Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Math. The theory is based on the 
idea that encouraging American 
students to focus on these core 
areas will foster innovation and 

make them more competitive and 
successful as adults, which will in 
turn continue to keep America 
competitive on a global scale.
 STEAM was originally STEM 
(with no A for art), but art and 
des ign  were  added  wi th  the 
idea that they can help support 
engagement and creativity, and 
enhance a student’s understanding.
 “It makes sense that more 
and more libraries are offering 
this type of programming. As 
an informal place of learning, 
it’s important that libraries are 
paying attention to trends in 
education and sharing that with 
the community,” said Mary Looby, 
youth services librarian at the 
Noble Neighborhood Librar y. 

“STEAM Saturday is a bit more of 
a laid-back exploration of topics 
as a supplement to what kids may 
have encountered at school. And 
for libraries, using art is an easy 
entry point to exploring new topics 
because we already do a lot of craft- 
and art-based activities.”
 Pam Spangler at the University 
He i g h t s  L i b r a r y  l e a d s  K i d 
Engineering. “I want kids to realize 
that engineering is fun. You don’t 
need to know all the math to try it 
out. When I was a kid everyone had 
Tinker Toys, Lincoln Logs, and I 
don’t know if kids really have those 
any more. I also wanted to show 
parents that they can have fun with 
their kids without spending a lot of 
money,” she said.

Julia Murphy is the marketing assistant 
for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library.

New programs bring education philosophy to the library

Arjun Dutta with his Lego creation.
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Linda Lopez

Between March 1 and April 1, Friends 
of the Heights Libraries will accept 
library education scholarship appli-
cations from residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights, as 
well as non-resident employees of 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library.
 The $750 scholarship is de-
signed to encourage careers in 
librarianship by providing financial 
assistance toward the pursuit of a 
graduate degree in library science 
from an ALA-accredited library 
school.
 Anyone living in Cleveland 
Heights or University Heights for at 
least one year prior to application, or 
anyone who has been an employee 
of the CH-UH Public Library for at 

least one year prior to application, is 
eligible to apply.
 Scholarship applications are 
accepted three times a year. Applica-
tions for the 2015 summer semester 
must be received by April 1.
 A committee comprising repre-
sentatives from the Friends, Heights 
Libraries Director Nancy Levin, and 
a retired member of the faculty of 
the Kent State University School of 
Library and Information Science will 
evaluate the applications. Recipients 
will be announced on April 15.
 Applications can be downloaded 
from the Friends’ website at www.
friendsofheightslibrary.onefireplace.com/
scholarship.

Linda Lopez has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for 30 years. She is a Friends of 
Heights Libraries board member.

Friends of Heights Libraries  
invites scholarship applications
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Your neighbor; your plumber 
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating 

systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, 

bonded & insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 • herbsplumbing@sbcglobal.net

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

Mention this ad for 10% off 
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

Enroll Now!

Take advantage of the lowest 
tuition in Northeast Ohio.

Easily transfer your credits to a  
four-year university.

14-4286

For more information, go to  
tri-c.edu/metro, or call 216-987-6000

Metropolitan Campus  |  2900 Community College Ave.  | Cleveland, OH 44115

HEIGHTS SENIORS

Judith Eugene

A reverse mortgage is a home loan 
that you do not need to pay back until 
you move from your home, no matter 
how far in the future that may be. 
You may use the proceeds from the 
loan for anything you choose, such as 
daily living expenses, home improve-
ments, paying off debts or traveling. 
The amount you can borrow from a 
reverse mortgage depends on several 
factors, including the value of your 
home, the equity you have in it, the 
type of reverse mortgage you choose 
and the interest rate.
 To be eligible for a reverse 

Is a reverse mortgage right for you?

SENIOR SCENE

mortgage you must be at least 62 years 
old, own the home, and the home 
must be your primary residence. You 
can get a reverse mortgage through 
most regular mortgage companies, 
and you can choose to receive the loan 
payment in a lump sum, as monthly 
payments or as a line of credit. You 
or your estate must repay the loan, 
accumulated interest, closing costs 
and service fees in full when you move 
from your home, leave your home for 
12 consecutive months due to illness, 
sell your home or pass away.
 While reverse mortgages may 
be a convenient way to ease financial 
pressure and provide some financial 
freedom, they are not suitable for 
everyone and the details must be 
considered carefully.
 Keesha Allen, homeownership 
counselor with the Home Repair Re-
source Center in Cleveland Heights 

Senior Citizen Happenings, spon-
sored by the City of University 
Heights, are open to all senior citi-
zens. Events take place on Thursdays 
at 2 p.m. at the University Heights 
Library. For information, and to sug-
gest program topics, contact the UH 
Office for Senior Services at 216-397-
0336 or info@universityheights.com. 
To receive the monthly schedule by 
e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext. 205, or 
send an e-mail to info@university-
heights.com.
March 5: In their previous visit to 
Senior Citizen Happenings, students 
at the Cleveland Institute of Music 
(CIM) performed beautiful arias from 
the beloved operas of Giuseppe Verdi. 
Today’s performance will feature the 
work of another esteemed composer 
as the students celebrate the 95th 
anniversary of the founding of CIM, 
acclaimed for its superior music pro-
grams for both undergraduate and 
graduate students.
March 12: Thomas Sperl is celebrat-
ing his 23rd year as principal bass 
with the Cleveland Orchestra. This 
native of Buffalo, N.Y., and graduate 
of the Eastman School of Music, will 
talk about his career, which began 
when he played with the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra and later 
the Rochester Philharmonic. He’ll 
also discuss the Cleveland Orchestra’s 

Senior Citizen Happenings

(216-381-6100, ext. 13), counsels 
local residents on the pros and 
cons of reverse mortgages. “Re-
verse mortgages are right for some 
people, but not for everyone. We 
help people understand the details 
and the fine print,” said Allen. Al-
len meets with local homeowners, 
discusses their financial situation 
with them, and helps them deter-
mine if a reverse mortgage would 
be beneficial for them. If not, she 
is able to suggest other solutions 
to help with financial problems the 
homeowner may be facing.
 Potential drawbacks to reverse 
mortgages can include fees and 
closing costs, mortgage insurance 
payments, tax consequences and a 
large lump sum to repay when the 
loan comes due. It may also affect 
Supplemental Security Income, 
Medicaid and other public assis-

tance benefits you may be receiving.
 If the homeowner decides to 
pursue a reverse mortgage, Allen 
refers them to the reverse mortgage 
counselors at Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of Greater Cleveland 
(NHS, 216-458-4663, ext. 2329). 
Federal law requires all homeown-
ers to consult with a counselor from 
a government-approved housing 
counseling agency, such as NHS, 
before applying for a reverse mort-
gage. An NHS counselor will pro-
vide you with information about 
the types of reverse mortgage prod-
ucts, how they may benefit your 
situation, and guide you through 
the decision-making process.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for senior adults and 
those with physical and mental challenges 
through www.lovinghandsgroup.com. 
She can be reached at 216-408-5578 or 
judith@lovinghandsgroup.com.

YOU THINK 
YOU KNOW US, 
BUT YOU DON’T

Child 

Care 

available 

Contact Mary Beth: (440) 655-5394    marybethmccnn@gmail.com
9 weekly classes to choose from

current season of performances.
March 19: Marc Ursick will discuss 
his work as consulting manager in the 
Cleveland office of Ernst & Young—a 
global, Fortune 500 financial services 
firm. Ursick recently worked in Bo-
gotá, Colombia, for two months, on 
a pro bono basis, as a participant in 
the company’s philanthropic vantage 
program. Designed to enable top 
employees to grow professionally, the 
program also helps them to gain a per-
spective on the world while serving as 
cultural ambassadors sharing modern 
business acumen and experience with 
budding Latin American companies.
March 26: Shaving heads to con-
quer kids’ cancer is what drives the 
nonprofit St. Baldrick’s Foundation. 
Using proceeds from its many events 
nationally, the foundation funds 
promising research, seeks cures for 
childhood cancer, and helps give 
survivors long, healthy lives. Since 
2005, the foundation has shaved 57,912 
heads all across America and granted 
$154,552,703 for children’s oncology 
research. Heights resident Krissy 
Dietrich Gallagher will discuss her 
work as volunteer event coordinator 
with the foundation, and organizer of 
the fourth annual Cleveland Heights 
St. Baldrick’s head-shaving event, 
scheduled for March 15 at the CH 
Community Center.
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CREATIVE 
NEIGHBORS

HEIGHTS ARTS

The Most Beautiful Place to Learn Music in Cleveland

Early Childhood // Music Therapy // Music Instruction

Music for all:  www.TheMusicSettlement.org 
        (216) 421-5806 xt. 100

Summer muSic campS 
www.TheMusicSettlement.org/camp 

 
Full day & half day music-enriched camps for ages 4-18 
Register online before April 1st to save 10% 

or call 216-421-5806 xt. 100
______________________________________
Save the Date: Fascinating Rhythms Gala

Saturday evening, May 2, 2015
For more information, call 216-421-5806 xt. 122

Our programs are generously funded by:

The Music Settlement, 11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland 44106 

FIVE STARS 
Step Up To Quality 

top-rated school program 
Preschool, Day School 

& Kindergarten 
NOW ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 
Call for info: 

216-421-5806 xt. 160 

Rick Szekelyi
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Peggy Spaeth

There’s something very special 
happening Sunday afternoons at 
Stone Oven Bakery on Lee Road. 
Musicians from near and far come 
together for an open mic presented 
by Rick Szekelyi. Each plays three 
pieces for an audience of faithful 
listeners, other musicians, and 
those who just stop in for the daily 
soup or a sweet afternoon treat. 
 Szekely i ,  a t w ink le-eyed 
60-something, is an operational 
a nd  f i n a nc i a l  m a n a g ement 
c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  c o m p a n i e s 
experiencing diff iculties. His 
father, an accountant like himself, 
was a professional musician who 
bought him his first guitar at age 
8. Szekelyi taught guitar in high 
school and college, and played in 
bands throughout, but while raising 
a family played only occasionally 
for himself. He recently picked up 
his guitar after a hiatus of several 
decades and began writing songs 
again.
 Last summer, he attended a Steve 
Earle workshop near Woodstock, 
N.Y., and for the first time ever 
performed in public at an open mic. 
“It went okay and I didn’t die,” he 
reported. “I liked it.” (He does say 

Rick Szekelyi invites you to play
that he meditated for half an hour 
before he went on stage, probably at 
the advice of his wife, Colleen, a yoga 
teacher.) Szekelyi began attending 
open mics in Northeast Ohio and 
meeting other musicians.
 After he didn’t die playing in 
public, Szekelyi began to look for a 
Sunday afternoon open mic venue 
with no big-screen sports events on 
the wall. One day eating at the Stone 
Oven, he asked owner John Emerman, 
whom he had never before met, if he 
would host an open mic. Who knew 
that Emerman is a closet musician, 
who has played sax, flute and classical 
guitar? You won’t see him perform, as 
he suffers from stage fright, but he was 
happy to host others.
 There are some regulars at the 
open mic, driving in from Mentor, 
North Ridgevil le, Bay Vil lage, 
Concord, North Olmsted, or from 
Heights neighborhoods. Most are 
singer-songwriters who play guitar, 
but other genres are welcome and 
include poetry, jazz and classical 
music. Herschel Winters, a student 
who serves at Anatolia Cafe across 
the street, has played classica l 
violin accompanied by an orchestral 
background track on a CD. One 
performer sang a Russian folk song 
a cappella.
 “People who come here tend to 
be really good listeners who like the 
diversity,” said Szekelyi. “A number 
of artists have commented on it.” 
And there are often people who are 

playing in public for the very first 
time who, like Szekelyi, didn’t die 
from it. (Perhaps someday John 
Emerman will be one of them!)
 Szekel y i  h i m sel f  w r ites 
one or two songs a month. He 
recently wrote “That Old House,” 
after walking past a house being 
demolished, and thinking of all the 
families that had lived there.
 Many of the singer-songwriters 
have day jobs and also regularly play 
solo or in bands, for pay. Why do 
they play for free at an open mic? 
“They really want to share what 
they write,” explained Szekelyi.  
“As someone said: a song’s not 
f inished unti l you play it for 
someone. And it’s nice there’s 
places you can go where there’s 
community.” He believes that 
what is important for most isn’t 
applause, but “what’s happening 
while you’re playing the song.”  
 The Stone Oven Bakery open 
mic is an accepting venue for 
experienced and novice performers 
of any age. As the day ends, the street 
through the windows behind the 
performers darkens, twinkling lights 
appear from Anatolia Cafe across the 
street, and the inside becomes even 
more intimate and warm. Szekelyi 
invites you to bring your music 
and poetry of any genre to share, 
promising you a warm welcome.
 Open mics in the Heights area 
include:
•  Sundays, 3–6 p.m., Stone Oven 

Bakery, 2267 Lee Road; 
•  Mondays, 8 p.m. (sign up at 

7:30 p.m.), Phoenix Coffee, 1793 
Coventry Road, hosted by Charlie 
Mosbrook; 

•  Mondays, 10 p.m., The Social 
Club, 2261 Lee Road, hosted by 
Xe La; 

•  Tuesdays (first and last of the 
month), 8 p.m., Barking Spider, 
11310 Juniper Road, Cleveland, 
hosted by Gar y Ha l l  ( f i rst 
Tuesday) and Will Cheshire (last 
Tuesday); 

•  Tuesdays, 8 p.m., The BottleHouse, 
2050 Lee Road; 

•  Thursdays (first of the month), 
7–9 p.m., Folknet at Loganberry 
Books, 13015 Larchmere Blvd., 
hosted by Mallory SanMarco.

 For information on other open 
mics throughout Northeast Ohio, 
check out www.neopenmic.com, a 
website maintained by Charlie 
Mosbrook.

Peggy Spaeth writes about Heights 
residents and their impact locally, 
regionally and worldwide.
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Mary Cushing

The Nicholson B. White Gallery 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2747 
Fairmount Blvd., announces its 
spring show, Nature’s Impressions. 
The show opens with an artists’ 
reception on Friday, March 6, 5–7 
p.m., where participating artists 
wi l l be in attendance to greet 
guests and discuss their creative  
processes. The show runs through 
May 29.
 Featured artists a re James 
Brindle (wood, a labaster), Lori 
Diemer (photography),  Ei leen 
Dorsey (oil landscape) and Leonard 
Trawick (prints).
 Brindle’s woodturnings are 
both functional and non-functional. 
The simplicity of his turnings, 
combined with flowing gracefulness 
in design, are attempts to expose 
nature’s inherent beauty of wood, 
which is further enhanced through 
va r ious f in ish ing techn iques . 
Brindle has won several ribbons at  
woodturning competitions and 
has been published in Woodturning 
Design magazine. He also works 
in alabaster, which offers colors 
and translucency that make it a 
wonderful medium for turning 
vessels. Brindle a lso combines 
alabaster with wood accents to 
create unique turnings.
 D iem er  h a s  a l w a y s  b e en 
fascinated by nature, wondering 
at  its  beaut y,  s i mpl ic it y  a nd 
complexity, and says she loves 

the adventure that comes with 
searching for and finding subjects. 
Her aim is to capture the essence 
of her subjects or surroundings: 
the feelings she experiences when 
a subject first catches her eye and 
details that often go unnoticed. She 
wants her art to inspire viewers to 
look beyond first impressions and 
see the beauty of the natural world.
 Landscapes are the vehicle that 
Dorsey uses to express texture and 
color, punctuated with aggressive 
and expressive painting techniques. 
With a palette that changes for each 
painting, she challenges herself 
with color combinations. Choosing 
what color to begin with is one 
of the more important decisions 
in her process, as the first color 

Multi-media art show explores impressions of nature at St. Paul’s

Two musical groups perform ‘Carmen’

down—the sky or the mid-tone of 
the background—tends to decide 
the palette of the piece. She does 

Connie Roop

With its close proximity to Severance 
Hall, the Heights has long been 
home to many Cleveland Orchestra 
musicians and concertgoers. Life in 
the shadow of one of the Big Five 
orchestras has certainly influenced 
the study and enjoyment of music 
in the Heights, and we are fortunate 
to have an abundance of excellent 
musicians in our community, ranging 
from tuxedo-clad professionals to 
backyard banjo players to pick-up 
jazz groups.
 Two community music-making 
groups with close t ies to the 
Heights—Choral Arts Cleveland and 
Suburban Symphony Orchestra—
will join forces to celebrate 100 
combined years of music making 
with the complete concert version of 
Bizet’s opera Carmen on March 15.
 The 2014–15 season marks the 
60th anniversary of the Suburban 
Symphony and the 40th for Choral 
Arts Cleveland. A large percentage 
of the nearly 180 performers have 
deep roots in these most musical of 
suburbs. Cleveland Heights native 
and resident Martin Kessler is the 
music director for both groups and 
will lead this March 15 production 
at the Masonic Auditorium. Joining 
the two ensembles will be nationally 
renowned artists Audrey Babcock (as 
Carmen) and Scott Ramsay (as Don 
José).
 Now in his 35th year as music 
director of Suburban, and in his 12th 
leading Choral Arts, Kessler still lives 
in the Edgehill Road house he grew 
up in—just steps from the former 
Briggs Estate, where he took piano 
lessons from the formidable Frieda 
Schumacher.

not rely on realistic colors to create 
a painting, and says many of her 
decisions are “subconscious.” Her 
paintings read more as expressions 
of scenes rather than actual places. 
 Traw ick feels  h is  a r t work 
represents nature as filtered through 
human feelings and imagination. 
His prints imply a narrative or an 
imaginative situation, so the viewer 
has to try to figure out what is 
happening. In his print Peony Jungle, 
a black cat sneaks. The question for 
the viewer is, “What does he seek?”
 All are welcome at the opening 
reception. The ga l lery is open 
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
on weekends, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
artists receive all proceeds from 
sales of their work.

Mary Cushing is a member of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church.

 Founded in 1974, Choral Arts 
currently rehearses and performs 
at Grace Lutheran Church. Many 
of the original members gained 
chora l experience through the 
Heights High music department. 
Today, the chorus members come 
from all over the Cleveland area, 
and are committed to performing 
choral masterworks of all styles and 
periods. 
 Cleveland Heights resident 
Marge Geiger has performed with 
Choral Arts since 1991. She was the 
group’s general manager for 16 years, 
and still spends quite a number of 
hours as one of Choral Arts’ worker 
bees. Her husband, Joe Geiger, is 
a retired Heights High English 
teacher.
 With many of its members 
hailing from Cleveland Heights 
or University Heights, Suburban 
Symphony is one of Cleveland’s 
premier community orchestras. 
Its  80- plus  musicia ns have a 
reputation for high standards and 
a commitment to presenting the 
world’s greatest music. Suburban 
Symphony members Jim and Marian 
Patterson have lived in Cleveland 
Heights since 1974. Jim joined in 
1990 as the orchestra’s principal 
clarinetist and has performed several 
concertos with the orchestra, and 
Marion joined the cello section four 
years ago. 
 For ticket information go to www.
clevelandmasonicauditorium.com or call 
216-881-6350. For more information, 
go to www.suburbansymphony.org or 
www.choralartscleveland.org.
                
Cleveland Heights resident and avoca-
tional musician Connie Roop is a member 
of the Suburban Symphony horn section.

Dahlia Magic, photograph, by Lori Diemer.
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Joanne Poderis

The Western Reserve Chorale (WRC), 
under the direction of David Gilson, 
will perform the Ohio premiere of 
composer Karl Jenkins’ new oratorio, 
The Peacemakers, on Friday, March 20, 
7:30 p.m., at the Cedar Hill Baptist 
Church (12601 Cedar Road, Cleveland 
Heights). The concert will be repeated 
on Sunday, March 22, at 4 p.m., at 
Mary Queen of Peace Church (4423 
Pearl Road in Old Brooklyn).   
 The Peacemakers, composed in 2011, 
is a collage of melodic and expressive 
settings of pleas for peace by messen-
gers of peace, representing a range of 
cultural and religious traditions. Among 
the contributors to Jenkins’ text are the 
Dalai Lama, Nelson Mandela, Mother 
Teresa, Anne Frank, Percy Bysshe 
Shelley, Mahatma Ghandi, St. Francis 
of Assisi, Martin Luther King Jr., and 
voices from the Qu’uran, the Bible, Zen 
Buddhism, Baha’ai, Russian Orthodox 
Christianity and Roman Catholicism.  
 The performance features the 
80-voice chorale, a soprano soloist, an 
instrumental ensemble, and a second 
chorus of Heights High treble voices—
intended perhaps by the composer 
to suggest that it is our children and 
grandchildren who most suffer the 

COMMUNITY NEWSHEIGHTS ARTS

James Henke

Joe Hunter is one of Cleveland’s most 
highly regarded jazz pianists. A Cleve-
land Heights native, he began playing 
piano when he was eight years old, 
and now plays several shows every 
week around Northeast Ohio.
 Hunter, who will be 55 this April, 
said there was always music around his 
house when he was growing up. “My 
parents were big music lovers,” he said. 
“They hired piano players when they 
had parties, and they had a wonderful 
record collection that included music 
by Ray Charles, Bob Dylan, the Weav-
ers, Miles Davis, Duke Ellington and 
many, many others.”
 His mother, Sara Hunter, was a 
municipal judge in Cleveland Heights 
for 18 years, and was the first female 
judge in the city. She also played ac-
cordion. His father, also named Joe 
Hunter, was the regional director of 
the Ohio Civil Rights Commission, 
and he played washtub bass.
 Hunter said his musical skills 
really broadened while he was attend-

ing Heights High, where he was a 
member of the school’s jazz ensemble 
and orchestra. He and his friends also 
formed a band called Zhandro while 
they were in high school.
 In addition to playing piano, Hunter 
also played blues harmonica and bass 
while he was in school. Meanwhile, he 
began seeing concerts by many music 
legends. His parents took him to the 
Theatrical Grill, which used to be on 
what was then called Short Vincent 
Avenue, in downtown Cleveland. That 
club presented shows by such legendary 
artists as Judy Garland, Dean Martin 
and many others. Hunter and his friends 
would also hang out at the Boarding 
House, another jazz club, which was on 
Euclid Avenue near University Circle.
 After high school, Hunter attend-
ed Cleveland State University, where 
he studied classical music. “I had a lot 
of wonderful teachers,” he said. “And 
I had a great classical-music piano 
teacher.” During his time at CSU, 
the university started an exchange 
program with a college in Brazil, and, 
in 1982, Hunter became the first CSU 

student to spend a semester at a col-
lege in Rio de Janeiro. “It really got me 
interested in Brazilian music,” he said.
 During the 1980s, Hunter played 
piano in a rock band, Nation of One. 
“I was hoping I could make a lot of 
money in rock, so I could support my 
jazz addiction,” he said, laughing.
 Hunter did not graduate from CSU. 
Instead, he started playing music full 
time. In 1987, he moved to Columbus, 
and five years later, he got a job teach-
ing jazz piano at Capital University. He 
spent five years there, then, in 1997, re-
turned to Cleveland Heights and started 
teaching piano in the jazz program at 
Cuyahoga Community College.
 Hunter still teaches full time at 
Tri-C, and also performs as a solo art-
ist and with various bands, including 
Red Light Roxy, a swing band, and 
Ernie Krivda’s Fat Tuesday Big Band. 
Hunter also takes part in Bill Rudman’s 
musical-theater project, The Song Is 
You. “It’s a multi-media show that ex-
amines the great American composers 
and lyricists,” Hunter explained.
 Over the course of his career, 
Hunter has released three albums. His 
latest is called Sweet and Lovely, and it 
features Hunter on piano, Roy Davis 
on drums, Demetrious Steinmetz on 
bass, as well as a string section that 
includes violins, viola and cello.
 Hunter regularly plays shows in 
and around Cleveland. Every Friday 
night, he plays at the Waterbury 
Coach House in Lakewood, and 
every Sunday he appears at Salmon 
Dave’s restaurant in Rocky River. He 
plays frequent shows at Nighttown 
in Cleveland Heights, the Music Box 
in the Flats, and Blu, a new club in 
Akron. On March 21, Hunter will 

Pianist Joe Hunter’s lifetime in music

Joe Hunter at his house in Cleveland Heights.
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RIDE RTA TO TOWER CITY

WRC performs Ohio premiere of oratorio
fallout of war. Jenkins dedicated the 
work “to all those who lost their lives 
during armed conflict—in particular, 
innocent civilians.”
 A recent survey showed that Jen-
kins is the world’s most-performed 
living composer. Classically trained, 
he transcends musical boundaries—in 
The Peacemakers, one hears echoes of 
Celtic dance, monastic chant, Negro 
spiritual, nursery song, African drums, 
and more. He has been awarded 17 
gold and platinum discs. The world 
premiere of The Peacemakers took place 
in January 2012 at Carnegie Hall.   
 In its 23rd season, the non-
profit WRC is a group of amateur 
and professional singers, many of 
whom are Heights residents, that 
brings choral music performances 
to Greater Cleveland, with support 
from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. WRC 
welcomes individuals who love sing-
ing to join the group. Rehearsals are 
held September to June, on Tuesday 
evenings, 7:15–9:30 p.m., at Grace 
Lutheran Church (for now). For more 
information, visit www.westernre-
servechorale.org, or call 216-791-0061.

A longtime Cleveland Heights resident, 
Joanne Poderis is WRC’s executive director 
and accompanist. 

take part at an event at the Ohio 
Theater in Playhouse Square called 
Swing’s the Thing.
 “I have really gotten inspiration 
from Nat King Cole, Oscar Peterson 
and so many of the other great, straight-
ahead jazz piano players,” said Hunter. 
“And I am very, very fortunate to have 
been able to maintain a life in music.”

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone 
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author 
of several books, including biographies of Jim 
Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.
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spend every recess and lunch hour 
practicing. And when I pantomimed 
an Elvis Presley song for a whole-
school talent show, when I was in 
fourth grade, most of the kids sat 
there looking confused, but most of 
the teachers were clearly horrified, 
outraged and disgusted, which, as 
I’ve mentioned in this space before, 
thrilled me, and confirmed (to me) 
that I was on the right path.
 By the sixth grade, the school’s 
music teacher was pulling me out of 
class to go accompany some other 
class in performances of songs like 
“Celito Lindo.” It was a trade-off: 
I wasn’t particularly happy that my 
guitar-playing was becoming accept-
able to adults, but, on the other hand, 
I was getting out of classes.
 Roosevelt Junior High was much 
the same. At another all-school talent 
show, I performed a rock song with 
a couple of other guys—this time 
actually playing—and, again, a lot of 
the teachers hated it. I remember, es-
pecially, a teacher that I liked making 
terrible faces, sadly shaking his head 
and stopping just short of holding his 
ears while we were playing.
 I also sang “Where Have All 
the Flowers Gone” with three other 
kids for a Memorial Day assembly 
at Roosevelt when I was in eighth 
grade. The teachers liked that bet-

ter, probably because the music was 
pretty and soft, and because they 
weren’t listening closely enough to 
the words to figure out it was an anti-
war protest song.
 Heights High provided more 
opportunities. I often talk about 
how the Heights Choir saved my 
life. It also gave me many chances 
to both experiment musically and 
to perform in a variety of musical 
styles. I took a great music theory 
class there. Heights High hosted an 
after-school folk music club back 
then. And my rock band played for a 
couple of school dances.
 The significant point is that 
whether or not all these Heights 
schools and teachers liked or appreci-
ated what I was doing, they allowed 
me—and many other musicians and 
visual artists—to do them, and actu-
ally gave us opportunities to do them. 
And that was no small thing. Because 
a lot of us are still doing them.

Cleveland Heights native and resident 
David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and 
a professional musician and comedian. 
His ’60s-style folk group Long Road 
performs at the Music Box Supper Club 
on March 18.

David Budin

Cleveland Heights calls itself “Home 
to the Arts.” All the reading I’ve done 
about the city shows that this has 
always been true for at least a century, 
possibly because of its proximity 
to Severance Hall, the home of the 
Cleveland Orchestra; the Cleveland 
Institute of Music and the Music 
School Settlement; the Cleveland 
Institute of Art and the Cleveland 
Museum of Art; the Cleveland Play 
House; and others of the city’s great 
arts institutions that began in the 
early 1900s—and the fact that many 
of those organizations’ participants 
lived in Cleveland Heights.
 From the time I started kinder-
garten at Coventry Elementary School 
and all the way through Heights 
High, there were always children 
of Orchestra members, of CIA and 
CIM instructors, and of others in my 
classes. And most of my own training 
took place right here as well.

 After a year of piano and theory at 
the Settlement, I started guitar lessons 
at the age of 7 at Motter’s Music, which 
now does business in Lyndhurst, but 
was then located on Coventry Road 
(or what became known as “Coventry 
Village,” probably as a way to justify all 
the hippies there—by equating it with 
Greenwich Village—in an attempt to 
not scare away adults from other sub-
urbs who might visit and shop in the 
late 1960s and ’70s, and maybe even 
attract tourists and curiosity seekers).
 At that time, during the mid-1950s, 
the only guitar teacher at Motter’s was 
an older man named Mr. Galucci, a cello 
teacher who also played guitar. Most 
music stores would not have employed 
dedicated guitar teachers at that time. 
A fact that many of my generation may 
have forgotten and most younger people 
have never known is that playing guitar 
in rock bands was not considered cool 
during the 1950s. It was an oddball, 
outsider thing. (Playing classical guitar 
was also a bit odd, but unlike pop music 
it was, at least, respected.)
 So when I took my guitar to Cov-
entry Elementary School every day, it 
was not to show off (because, in real-
ity, the opposite was true); it was to 

Kim Fry 

James O’Donnell, 
the organist and 
master of the cho-
risters at Westmin-
ster Abbey in Lon-
don, will perform 
a solo organ recital 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church (2747 
Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights) 
on Friday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m.
 Formerly master of music at 
Westminster Cathedral, O’Donnell 
was appointed organist and master of 
the choristers at Westminster Abbey in 
2000. In addition to a full schedule of 
daily choral services, his responsibilities 
have recently included directing the 
music for a service in the presence 
of Pope Benedict XVI in 2010, the 
wedding of the Duke and Duchess of 
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Westminster  
Abbey organist in 
recital at St. Paul’s

Cambridge in April 2011, and the recent 
service to mark the 60th anniversary of 
the Coronation. The Abbey Choir has 
toured the Far East, the United States, 
Australia, Denmark, Germany, Russia, 
Spain, Hungary and Rome, where, in 
2012, it participated in a Papal Mass 
with the Sistine Chapel Choir at the 
invitation of the Pope.
 O’Donnell has worked widely as 
a soloist and director with many of 
the country’s leading orchestras and 
ensembles. He is music director of St. 
James’s Baroque and visiting profes-
sor of organ and of choral conduct-
ing at the Royal Academy of Music. 
In November 2010 he was artist in 
residence at Yale University, and from 
2011 to 2013 he was president of the 
Royal College of Organists.
 The public is invited to this free 
recital. A freewill offering will be gath-
ered to support St. Paul’s music fund. 
For more information, call 216-932-5815 
or visit www.stpauls-church.org. 
                
Kim Fry is the director of communications 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.

James O’Donnell
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Mamaí plans benefit performance
Jewel Moulthrop

 On the heels of its critically ac-
claimed second season, Mamaí Theatre 
Company is presenting a special benefit 
performance of Rockaby, a rarely seen, 
14-minute play by Samuel Beckett, on 
Sunday, March 29 at Dobama Theatre 
on Lee Road in Cleveland Heights.
 The March 29 event begins at 
7:30 p.m. with a dessert reception, 
followed by the performance. After 
the play, host Dee Perry, of WVIZ-
TV and WCLV Radio, will moderate 
a Q&A with Rockaby actor Dorothy 
Silver and members of Mamaí, and 
the evening will end with raffle win-
ners collecting gift baskets donated 
by Big Fun, Dobama Theatre, fire 
food and drink, Nighttown and Quin-
tana’s Barber & Dream Spa.
 In Rockaby, a one-act, one-woman 
play, a woman dressed in an evening 
gown sits in a wooden rocking chair 
with no other props or scenery on 
stage. As she rocks, she hears an 

expressionless voice—her own—re-
counting details from her life. Rockaby 
has been described as “a performance 
poem in the shape of a play.”
 Dorothy Silver, the woman in the 
rocking chair, has acted in and directed 
many local productions. She most 
recently performed in ‘Night, Mother 
and The Velocity of Autumn at the Beck 
Center for the Arts, and 4000 Miles 
at Dobama Theatre. She has also ap-
peared in several feature films, includ-
ing “The Shawshank Redemption.”
 Tickets for this one-night-only 
special event are $75, of which $50 is 
tax deductible. Reservations can be 
made online at www.mamaitheatreco.
org, by phone at 216-382-5146, or by 
sending a check to Mamaí Theatre 
Company, 1719 Wood Road, Cleve-
land Heights, 44121. 
                
Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and member of the Heights Ob-
server’s Advisory Committee.
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#1 

Roofing

Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-icing Cables installed

10% off w/ this ad

Mary Ryan

Over the last year, The New York Times, 
Los Angeles Times, Travel + Leisure, 
Fodor’s and The Wall Street Journal are 
among the national publications that 
have sung the praises of the changes 
transforming Cleveland and its envi-
rons. In this spirit, Heights Arts’ new 
exhibition, Impermanence, explores 
the nature of change within the city’s 
environment of civic architecture, 
streets and residences.
 Organized by guest curator and 
photographer Daniel Levin, Imperma-
nence celebrates place, use and time 
in the Heights, University Circle, 
Little Italy, Ohio City and downtown 
Cleveland through pairing photo-
graphs that show the same view of a 
site at different historical times. This 
“then-and-now” perspective enables 
the viewer to notice both dramatic 
and subtle changes that have occurred 
to some of our iconic community 
institutions and streetscapes, and to 
more commonplace subject matter, 
such as home interiors. The exhibi-
tion includes some unexpected im-
ages of the Cleveland Museum of 
Art, Arena District and Coventry 

Mary Patton

The Disney classic “The Little 
Mermaid” tells the story of mer-
maid princess Ariel’s dissatisfaction 
with life under the sea, and her 
curiosity about, and adventures in, 
the human world. The lyrical score 
features beloved songs such as “Part 
of Your World” and “Under the Sea.” 
In March, Heights Youth Theatre 
(HYT) will present a  family-friendly 
production of The Little Mermaid Jr., 
directed by Pierre-Jacques Brault, 
with music directed by Stacy Bolton.
 The Little Mermaid Jr. features 
60 talented students in grades 1–12, 
many of whom reside in Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights. 
Lead cast members include Sydney 
Fieseler (Ariel), Christina Ciofani 
(Ursula), JR Heckman (Prince Eric), 
Brian Tuohey (Flotsam), Michael 
Valenti (Grimbsy), Eleanor Beard 
(Seahorse), Emma Blemaster (Se-
bastian), Caro Ziv (Flounder), Lucy 

Proctor (Scuttle), James Berner 
(Chef Louis) and Grace Willmott 
(Carlotta). The Mersister/Princesses 
will be played by Kata Lamb, Tess 
Willmott, Isabella Gennarelli, Au-
tumn Cowan, Emma Sedlak and 
Isabella Bradley.
 All performances will be pre-
sented at HYT’s new performance 
location—Monticello Middle School 
auditorium, 3665 Monticello Blvd. in 
Cleveland Heights. Performances are 
Fridays, March 6 and 13, at 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays, March 7 and 14, at 2 p.m.; 
and Sundays, March 8 and 15, at 2 
p.m. Tickets are $10 general admis-
sion, and $9 for seniors and children 
younger than 6. The box office opens 
45 minutes prior to each show. Call 
Ellen at 216-780-2235 for group seat-
ing information. For more details, 
visit www.heightsyouththeatre.org.

Mary Patton of University Heights is a 
PR consultant and Heights Youth The-
atre Advisory Board member.

Heights Arts exhibition explores changing urban landscape

HYT presents ‘Little Mermaid Jr.’

the visual history of Greater Cleve-
land,” said Levin. “At the Cleveland 
Public Library, participating pho-
tographers were given white gloves 
and boxes full of photographs to look 
through. It’s a wonderfully addictive 
experience.”
 Using an academic approach 
known as “rephotographic survey,” 
each of the photographers reexam-
ined these often-brittle photographic 
prints, first finding the original loca-
tion and then determining details 
such as time of day, season, and posi-
tion of the original photographer.  
“Where the camera is positioned, 
plus its angle of view and depth of 
focus, must exactly match the original 
composition,” explained Levin. “In 

neighborhoods, which are sure to 
trigger a flood of memories in long-
term Cleveland residents, and delight 
newcomers.
 These black-and-white photo-
graphic diptychs began with research 
by the exhibition’s photographers 
to unearth dynamic, original images 
through private collections and nu-
merous archives in Northeast Ohio, 
including the Cleveland Public Li-
brary’s Photograph Collection; the 
Cleveland Memory Project, acces-
sible online through the Cleveland 
State University Library; and Western 
Reserve Historical Society’s photog-
raphy collection.
 “The public can access any of 
these organizations for a glimpse into 

some cases, it took real effort on the 
photographer’s end to get to the exact 
location where the original image was 
recorded. You may find you are now 
standing in the middle of a street, or 
an obstacle may now be in your way. 
In a few of the photographs, there is 
little to recognize from the old image. 
In others, there are surprisingly only 
slight changes in the scene, despite 
decades or up to a century of time 
passing. Either way, these photo-
graphs are magical.”
 The 11 Cleveland photographers 
represented in the exhibition are 
Darlene Beiter, Andrew Cari, Beverly 
Conley, David Hagen, Mark Holz, 
Nathan Migal, Chuck Mintz, Karin 
McKenna, Emily Smith, Victoria 
Stanbridge and Brian Swaney
 Impermanence opens on Friday, 
March 6, with a public reception 6–9 
p.m. It is on view at Heights Arts, 2175 
Lee Road, through Saturday, April 18, 
during normal gallery hours (Tuesday 
and Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m.; and Saturday 1:30-9:30 p.m.).

Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts, a 
nonprofit community arts organization.
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Euclid Avenue, a photographic diptich, by Darlene Beiter.

AT-HOME CARE, 
WHEREVER 
HOME MAY BE.
Most people think you call hospice when you’re all 
out of options. That’s not true if you call Hospice 
of the Western Reserve. As Northern Ohio’s most 
experienced and most referred hospice provider, 
we offer more options to personalize care. Our 
patients and their families live their lives where 
they choose–at our unique care campuses, at 
home, at a hospital, at a nursing home or at an 
assisted living residence. See why more families 
choose the hospice of choice at hospicewr.org.

800.707.8922 | hospicewr.org

Dr. Malcolm Walters, Jr.
D.D.S. General Dentistry

Walters 
Family Dentistry Inc. 

Call today for your back-to-school 
examination with free fluoride
• General and cosmetic dentistry
• Specializing in ages 2-100
• Fillings
• Teeth whitening

(216) 382-1102   •  14100 Cedar Rd. #260
University Heights, OH 44118  

Now providing orthodontics 
including braces
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Serendipity is striving to make the world a better place
James Henke

Serendipity Space, located at 2174 Lee 
Road in Cleveland Heights, just south 
of Cedar Road, is truly unique. It 
was designed as a place where people 
can build connections, relationships 
and community and, in the process, 
change the world. Sue Wolpert had 
the idea for Serendipity a little more 
than a year ago. “I wanted to develop 
a place where people could discover 
ideas and create positive change 
through their ideas,” she said, “a place 
that will help us all have the life we 
want to have.”
 After coming up with the concept, 
Wolpert organized a couple of events 
at Negative Space Gallery, which is 
located at East 38th Street and Supe-
rior Avenue. Then, one of her friends, 
Joan Greenwood, wanted to do a pro-
gram called LovingKindness Week. 

Lesser decided to use the space for 
Serendipity.
 Serendipity opened last May, 
and LovingKindness Week took 
place June 1–7, 2014. According to 
Greenwood, “LovingKindness Week 
creates the opportunity to express 
and experience a deeper tenderness 
with each other. It’s a special time to 
break down the barriers that keep us 
separate, and to encourage us to stand 
up in love and unity.”
 Since opening, Serendipity has 
presented dozens of different kinds of 
events. For example, twice a month, on 
Tuesday evenings, local musician Irwin 
Weinberger hosts Old Time Picking 
Sessions, where guitarists, fiddle play-
ers, mandolin players, banjo players and 
other musicians can get together and 
play a variety of old-time music.
 Every Tuesday and Thursday 
morning at 8:30 a.m., Serendipity of-

Because it was a 
weeklong event, 
Wolpert realized 
she would need 
her own space.
 W o l p e r t 
and  her  hus -
band, Ray Less-
er, have owned 
Funny Times—a 
monthly paper 
that deals with 
humor, politics 
and other sub-
jects—for about 
30 years, and their offices are located 
at 2176 Lee Road. They have owned 
the building for 20 years, includ-
ing the storefront downstairs. The 
downstairs space had previously 
been occupied by Mirage Studio and, 
after that, by Hessler on the Heights. 
When that store closed, Wolpert and 

fers 30-minute meditation sessions, 
and every other Thursday evening, at 
7 p.m., LovingKindness Circle takes 
place. At those sessions, participants 
learn how to make the world a more 
loving place and also make plans for 
the annual weeklong event in June.
 Wolpert and Lesser organize 
some of the programs at Serendipity, 
while others are put together by other 
people in the community. “This space 
is a launching pad for people who want 
to start to move,” Lesser said. “Stop 
thinking about it and start doing it.”   
 On March 7, Serendipity will host 
the Awakening the Dreamer sympo-
sium. It is being organized by the 
Pachamama Alliance, an international 
organization that wants to create a 
more-sustainable world. “They want 
to build an environmentally sustain-
able, socially just, spiritually fulfilling 
world,” Wolpert said.
 And on March 21, Serendipity will 
hold an open-house event that will in-
clude various “helpful” conversations, 
discussion about non-violent commu-
nication, games and other programs.
 For more details on Serendipity’s 
programs and schedule, check out its 
website at www.serendipitycleveland.com.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, was a writer and editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also the 
author of several books, including biogra-
phies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and 
Bob Marley.

Ray Lesser and Sue Wolpert inside Serendipity on Lee Road.

CH economic development 
director, Greg Zucca, resigns

Pop-up dinner at Alcazar is March 12 

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Greg Zucca, economic development 
director for the city of Cleveland 
Heights, has resigned. Zucca has 
accepted a position as vice president 
of lending and lending operations 
for the Economic and Community 
Development Institute (ECDI). He 
had been in his position with the city 
since June 2014. 
 “Economic development is a 
top priority for the city,” said City 
Manager Tanisha Briley. “Greg Zucca 
provided the city with strong ana-
lytical and financial skill and a keen 
ability to build partnerships. We are 
disappointed to see him go, but wish 
him great success in his new role at 
ECDI. We look forward to working 
with him and ECDI to strengthen 
and support our thriving small busi-
ness community.”
 “I am grateful for the privilege 

to have served the City of Cleve-
land Heights, one of our region’s 
most dynamic cities, with its strong 
neighborhoods and vibrant com-
mercial districts. It was an honor 
to work with the citizens and small 
businesses of this great community,” 
said Zucca. “In my new position at 
ECDI, I look forward to continuing 
to serve the small businesses and 
entrepreneurs in Cleveland Heights 
and throughout our region to ensure 
they have access to the resources 
they need to grow.”
 ECDI is one of the nation’s larg-
est Small Business Administration 
micro-loan intermediary lenders, 
serving all 88 Ohio counties, with of-
fices in Columbus, Cleveland, Akron 
and Toledo.   

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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Feeling spring?  
Let Wood Trader help you 

bring it inside

Get $20 off on 
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

 

(216) 392-1335                  class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 
 

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
 • Residential Driveways 

• Asphalt/Concrete/Masonry 
• Kitchens & Baths 
• Sit-In Tubs/Handicap Showers our specialty 

 

• Roofing 
• Sealcoating 
• Siding & Windows 

Ask for Gary or Mike 
(216) 397-6349 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Road 
www.class1pavers.com 

SPRING SPECIALS 

Need money? 
Great Financing 

1101413.4

Before investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses. Contact State 
Farm VP Management Corp (1-800-447-4930) for a prospectus or summary prospectus containing 

this and other information. Read it carefully. Securities are not FDIC insured, are not bank guaranteed 
and are subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal. AP2013/03/0938 State Farm VP 
Management Corp. One State Farm Plaza, Bloomington, Illinois 61710-0001. Neither State Farm nor its agents 

provide investment, tax, or legal advice.

The sooner you start investing, the more likely you are to reach 
your long-term goals. Ask me about State Farm Mutual Funds®.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Will your money 
retire before you do?

Lee Bachman, Agent
Registered Representative
Bus: 216-321-1422

Deanna Bremer Fisher

We Are Cleveland Heights, a group 
that seeks to promote living and work-
ing in Cleveland Heights, is holding a 
pop-up dinner March 12 at the historic 
Alcazar, 2450 Derbyshire Road, which 
was recently purchased by Montlack 
Realty.
 Planting the Seed, a five-course 
dinner prepared by fire food & drink, 
SoHo Kitchen & Bar, Marotta’s, 

FarmShare Ohio, Luna Bakery Café 
and On The Rise will take place on 
Thursday, March 12, 6:30–9:30 p.m. 
Drinks will be provided by The Wine 
Spot, La Cave du Vin, Parnell’s Pub 
and Phoenix Coffee. Entertainment 
will be provided by The Grog Shop, 
and table decorations by Four And 
Twenty Mercantile. Tickets are $75 
per person and are available online at 
www.eventbrite.com or at Luna Bakery 
Café. Valet parking is included. 
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Call 216-320-1423

to find out how you can 

advertise your business for as 

low as $25/month. 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

NEED 

WINDOWS? 
OHIO 
WINDOW 
LIMITED 

 

“Quality at the best price” 
Licensed. Bonded. Insured. 
Over 30 years experience 

www.ohiowindowlimited.com 
Call the OWL 

(216) 371-6213 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

www.saintjamescleveland.com  216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Relax, Renew, Rejuvenate 
Body and Mind with Sally’s 
Healing Hands. 

Feelin’ frazzled? 
Stressed out? 

Achy? Irritable? 
Tense? 

Sally Kish, B.A., L.M.T. 
(216) 932-6279 
Licensed Massotherapist 
Certified BWC Therapist 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 4/30/15 

Training dogs with  
teamwork and trust 
Positive, force-free  
training that works! 

 

216-536-5706 
unleashedpotentialohio@gmail.com 

AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE  
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND 

$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage 

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE 

PROPERTY INSURANCE 
Home * Condo  

Fire, Dwelling, Rental 

(216) 691-9227 
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 

2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121  
www.ohioinsurancequote.net 

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 
Auto * General Liability 

Business Owners 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Stop in to check out our  
brand new repair facility! 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE INC. 
 

Certified Arborist 
 

Serving the Heights  
for 35 years 

  

216-932-3244 
alexstreeserviceinc.com 

 

Ask about options for saving your ash trees 

Classes Start June 8 & Aug. 10 
 

4-Week Review Courses ($300) 
Start April 7 & May 5  

 

For more info. Call 1-844-683-4761 
www.piedpiperschoolofhealth.com    

First Ladies of Choice  
   The Pied Piper Fndn School of Health 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING 
SKUNKS 
RACOONS 
OPOSSUMS 
GROUNDHOGS 

SNAPPING TURTLES 
SQUIRRELS  

And Many Others 
We Also Pick Up  

Dead Animals 

INSURED 
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T 

CALL STUART 
216-789-0036 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Services Offered: 
Tax Preparation & Planning 

*Investments 
IRA Accounts 
Mutual Funds 

College 529 Plans 
 

Insurance: 
Fixed & *Variable Annuities 

Life Insurance 
 
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative 
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC 
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
2121 South Green Rd . 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
PH: 216.382 .9647 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 
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Motorcars Honda & Toyota | 2950/53 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
MotorcarsCleveland.com  |  (216) 932-2400

Now Open Sundays For 
Sales & Service

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

Motorcars Honda Sales
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Motorcars Honda Service
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Motorcars Toyota Sales
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Motorcars Toyota Service
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

James Henke

Judith Eugene opened Loving Hands 
Yoga and Reiki in her house at 2959 
Hampshire Road in Cleveland Heights 
in January 2011. Since then, the yoga 
studio and Reiki center has become 
very successful. Last year it won the 
Best of the Heights Award for Best 
Home-Based Business.
 Eugene, 52, is a Cleveland Heights 
native. She grew up on Kenilworth Road 
and attended Coventry Elementary 
School, Roxboro Middle School and 
Heights High. She then went to Kent 
State University, where she majored 
in architecture. After graduating, she 
could not find a job in the Cleveland 
area, so she wound up moving to New 
York City and, later, northern Virginia.
 “I always felt like Cleveland was 
my home,” she said. “And I kept 
coming back to visit.” She moved 
back to Cleveland Heights in 2010. 
Meanwhile, she had suffered some 
difficult emotional problems. “My 
mother died, and I got divorced,” 
she said. She also had some physical 
issues with her neck. “There was a 
compression of the discs in my neck, 
and it was pinching the nerves,” she 
explained. “And I did not want to get 
surgery on my neck.”
 As a result of those difficulties, 
Eugene started practicing yoga and 
getting Reiki treatments. “Yoga is a 
physical practice that is holistic. It 
balances us mentally and emotionally. 
In the American culture, we are 

CH native owns home-based yoga and Reiki center

programmed to feel that we have 
to be the best and the fastest, and 
yoga teaches us that we don’t have 
to get there overnight,” Eugene 
explained. “And Reiki is a hands-on 
healing technique that is done in 
an environment that is similar to 
massage, but the hand positions are 
stationary. You hold them in the same 
position for four or five minutes, and 
it helps to balance the energy flow.”
 Developed in Tibet thousands of 
years ago, Reiki came to the U.S. in the 
1920s. “When your energy is unbalanced 
or blocked or stagnant, it can manifest 
itself in physical symptoms or mental 
and emotional symptoms,” Eugene 
said. “Reiki provides an alternative to 
medicine or surgery for people who 
have aches or pains, recent injuries or 
chronic pains. There’s also a gamut of 

mental and emotional things that Reiki 
can help with. It can raise someone’s 
energy and help them get clearer 
thinking in their life.” Eugene did 
stress, however, that people should 
always talk to their doctors first if they 
are suffering physical pain.
 Eugene limits the size of her 
classes to a maximum of four people. 
“I keep the classes small. That way 
I feel like I can give my students 
individual attention and help them 
progress along their yoga path.” She 
offers yoga classes on Monday and 
Wednesday nights and Saturday 
mornings. The cost is $15 per class, 
with a 10-percent discount for new 
students. Classes are one hour and 
run in 12-week sessions. Reiki training 
has three levels of classes, priced from 
$125 to $300. Reiki treatments cost 

$60 an hour. To sign up for classes or 
treatment, contact Eugene by phone 
at 216-408-5578 or check out her 
website at www.lovinghandsyoga.com.
 Eugene  a l so  of fers  Reik i 
treatments for pets. She said she has 
seen five or six dogs over the years, as 
well as some cats.
 Asked why she decided to open 
the yoga and Reiki studio in her home, 
Eugene said, “There was no overhead, 
and my yoga instructor taught at 
home. It brings a lot of positive energy 
to my house, and I think it makes the 
classes a lot friendlier.” Her house 
was on the Heights Heritage Home 
Tour in 2011. And last November, 
she had six Tibetan Buddhist monks 
spend four days at her house. “They 
come to the U.S. every year to raise 
money, and I learned so much from 
watching them. They taught me a 
lot about Buddhism, and they were 
truly kind, compassionate, caring and 
giving.” During their visit, the monks  
gave two talks in her living room, 
attracting around 30 people each 
night.
 As for her Best of the Heights 
award, Eugene said “I was really 
honored. I love Cleveland Heights and 
this community, and I love providing 
a service that people find helpful.”

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, 
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone 
magazine for 15 years. He is also the author 
of several books, including biographies of Jim 
Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.

Judith Eugene in the yoga studio at her home in Cleveland Heights.
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