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Heights Music Hop combines forces with local music festivals
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Daniel Budin

Three local music festivals have gained
prominence in recent years. Larchmere PorchFest, in the Larchmere
neighborhood near Shaker Square;
Brite Winter Festival, in Ohio City;
and Heights Music Hop, in the Cedar
Lee business district of Cleveland
Heights, have each drawn large crowds
with their unique blends of live music and area-centric culture. There
are many commonalities between
the three organizations, each being
formed in a similar grassroots fashion
and with organizers asking the questions, “What if ?” and “Why not?”
Now, through collaboration, these
three festivals have gained staying
power in Cleveland’s cultural scene.
Larchmere PorchFest began in
2008 when founder Katharyne Starinsky learned of a porch music festival in
Ithaca, N.Y., and decided that Larchmere would be the perfect setting for

Josh Gerken

INSIDE

Festivalgoers enjoy the 2014 Larchmere PorchFest. The 2015 event is scheduled for June 20.

a similar event. Featuring 20 bands
performing on 20 porches throughout
the neighborhood, the 2008 festival
drew a crowd of about 800 people,
and the success of that first year led to
PorchFest becoming an annual event.
This year’s festival, with 30 bands on
30 porches, is scheduled for June 20.
It will feature many Heights-based
musicians and will be supported by
Heights merchants and organizations,
including the Wine Spot, Grog Shop,

WJCU radio and more.
Brite Winter joined the Cleveland festival scene in the winter of
2009, and has found great success and
continues to draw large crowds. With
the objective of embracing the winter weather and celebrating through
music and activities, Brite Winter has
cemented itself as an annual Cleveland
event. “Six-plus years ago, Katharyne
was one of the first people we talked

continued on page 4

Coventry announces
summer event lineup

CH’s Jonathon Sawyer wins best chef award
James Henke

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Cleveland Heights resident Jonathon
Sawyer has won the 2015 James Beard
Award for Best Chef in the Great
Lakes Region (Ill., Ind., Mich. and
Ohio). Sawyer won for his work at his
restaurant The Greenhouse Tavern,
on East Fourth Street in downtown
Cleveland.
The James Beard Foundation
awards are considered the Oscars of
the food world. They comprise scores
of categories—from food writing and
broadcasting to awards for restaurant
design and best chefs in 10 regions.
Sawyer said he was honored to
win. “It was really nice to have your
mentors and peers validate you and
tell you that you are doing the right
thing and headed down the right
path,” Sawyer said.
The award ceremony took place
on May 4 at the Civic Opera House
in Chicago, and Sawyer attended with
his wife, Amelia, and 10 members of
the Greenhouse staff. All of the other
finalists in the Best Chef Great Lakes
category were from the Chicago area.

James Henke

James Henke

Jonathon Sawyer, winner of the 2015 James Beard
Award for Best Chef in the Great Lakes Region.

Michael Symon, another Cleveland Heights resident, is the only
other Greater Cleveland chef to have
won the James Beard Best Chef Great
Lakes Region award. He won in 2009.
Sawyer and his family moved
to Cleveland Heights from Shaker
Heights in 2012. Initially, they lived
on Kenilworth Road, then moved to
Demington Drive last July.
Sawyer also owns Trentina, a
restaurant in University Circle, and
Noodlecat on Euclid Avenue.
Sawyer, 35, got his first taste of
the restaurant business when he was
continued on page 2

Heights High senior wins Congressional Art Competition
Alice Janigro, a senior at Cleveland
Heights High School, won Best in
Show in the 11th Congressional District’s 2015 Congressional Art Competition. Janigro’s artwork, titled New
Zealand Landscape, also took the top
prize in the Mixed Media category at
the awards ceremony held on Sunday,
May 3, at the Memorial-Nottingham
Branch of Cleveland Public Library.
As the grand prize winner, Janigro will have her artwork displayed in
the Cannon Tunnel leading to the U.S.
Capitol for one year. She and other
Heights Observer June 1, 2015

Office of Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge

Marcia Fudge

Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge presents
the 2015 Congressional Art Competition Best
in Show award to Alice Janigro of Cleveland
Heights High School.

Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge presented the awards in the art competition.
First elected in 2008, she represents the
people of the 11th Congressional District
of Ohio.

congressional district winners from
across the country will also have the

			

opportunity to attend a reception in
Washington, D.C., in their honor.
Local high school students submitted more than 110 works of art in
seven categories to the competition:
mixed media, painting, printmaking,
computer-generated artwork, drawing, photography, and best in show.
Five art professionals from the 11th
District served as judges.
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Numerous free events will be taking place along Coventry Road this
summer, including movie showings
on Thursdays and Fridays, and live
music on Saturdays. Other special
events include Skateboarding
Saturday, a
pop-up pinball party
and a sidewalk sale.
“This will be the most diverse
and creative summer season in Coventry history,” said Steve Presser,
owner of Big Fun, and member of
the Coventry Village Special Improvement District (CVSID) that
organizes the events. “It appeals
to people of all walks of life and all
ages. There is literally something for
everyone, individuals and families
alike.”
Angie Hetrick, CVSID’s executive director, said, “The series is our
way of thanking the loyal Clevelanders who help make Coventry
a wonderful and unique neighborhood.”
The Thursday-night outdoor
movie screenings will begin on June
11. The movies will start around 9
p.m. and will be at the Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Park, at the corner of
Coventry Road and Euclid Heights
Boulevard. The first film will be “The
Lego Movie.” Prior to the showing,
Big Fun will present a Kids Lego
Party, which will start at 7 p.m. The
following week, “E.T. the ExtraTerrestrial” will be shown, and before
the movie, the Cleveland Museum of

continued on page 3
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication
for residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff; it
is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want to
write, then submit them for publication.
Anyone in University Heights or Cleveland Heights is welcome to contribute
regularly, occasionally or even just once.
Is there something you think should
be covered in the Heights Observer? If
so, please write it on your own, or with
friends, neighbors or colleagues. Our
volunteer editors will make sure it’s
ready to publish and contact you with
any questions.
If you’re writing a news article, it
should be clear and factual. If you want
to express an opinion, submit it as a
letter to the editor or an opinion piece.
Either way, make sure it’s about something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click on
“Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 or
e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
July issue must be submitted by June 9.
We publish some articles online as they
come in—and still consider them for
the next print issue. We also publish an
e-newsletter each Tuesday.
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City should invest in
renewable energy
To the Editor,
As a proud citizen of Cleveland
Heights, I love the culture of social and
environmental consciousness which
the city holds dear; however, I believe
we can do better. We have made strides
in recycling, support of local business,
locally grown foods, and so on, but one
aspect where we’ve neglected to pay
much attention is renewable energy.
Cleveland has been making progress
in this important area and has gotten
good publicity for it, but now I think
it’s time we join in to be a more ecofriendly, sustainable community.
Renewable energy seems like a
daunting undertaking, but it really is
not as intimidating as it seems. Wind
and solar energy are practical sources
we can use to reduce our dependence
on fossil fuels. While the initial cost
of renewable energy sources, such
as solar panels or wind turbines, will
be expensive, prices have dropped
considerably over the past few years,
and the cost would pay out in about
a dozen years, after which the energy
is basically free.
Recently, I read that Cleveland
Heights is looking to become a fair
trade city, which is such a fantastic
endeavor! This kind of initiative and
spirit should also be channeled into
a push for more-renewable energy,
especially because a big part of the fair
trade movement is sustainability and

care for the environment. We should
strive for justice in all areas of life:
economic, environmental, and so on.
In a time where the future preservation of our environment depends
on the changes we make now, where
renewable energy is more affordable
than ever, and where sustainability
efforts have gained great momentum, we must act. Cleveland Heights
should invest more in solar panels
and wind turbines and our denizens
should support this cause. Let’s
join the movement toward a better,
healthier world.
Dominic Gideon
Cleveland Heights

Zagara’s event
raised funds for
food bank
To the Editor:
The efforts and generosity of Zagara’s
patrons and employees are to be applauded as the results of the Harvest
for Hunger at Zagara’s Marketplace,
during the month of March, are
revealed:
Items generously donated by
Joanne Lynch of Humphrey Popcorn, Bill Mitchell of Mitchell’s
Fine Chocolates, John Emerman
of the Stone Oven, and Coca-Cola
generated $663.51. To that amount,
John Zagara added a donation of

Excerpts from Observer blogs
Read the whole story online at blogs.heightsobserver.org
Presented by Ken
Goldberg at Preser vation-related
Panel Discussion
5/7/2014
The following are opening remarks [Ken
Goldberg] made at a Preservation Month
2014 panel discussion . . .
Greater Cleveland is a metropolitan area where for decades
there was less interest in historical
architectural preservation than in
many other regions. By the time the
movement picked up in Cuyahoga
County, a great deal of our better
19th-century structures were already
gone, and those interested in restoring or maintaining an older building
have gravitated to early 20th-century structures. As such, Cleveland
Heights, for several decades, has
been integral to the preservation
movement in Cuyahoga County.
What makes Cleveland Heights
distinctive? It doesn’t need trite monikers like “City of Homes,” “Tree City,”
or “The Friendly City.” Its physical
attributes are not terribly unusual. Every community in Cuyahoga County
can boast some attractive areas. But
Cleveland Heights is a community
with a great deal of architectural distinction—particularly regarding
residential and ecclesiastic—with a
large assortment of terrific examples
of residential architecture ranging
from the turn of the 20th century
to past World War II. Of suburbs in
Cuyahoga County, only Lakewood’s

				

built environment, averaging approximately a decade older, can possibly
compete in architectural variety and
quality . . .
—Ken Goldberg
State School Rankings Cause Educational Redlining
These remarks were delivered as part of a Heights
Community Congress event on April 24,
Educational Redlining.
Here are the school districts in
Cuyahoga County that got the highest preliminary grades last fall: Solon,
Rocky River, Beachwood, Chagrin Falls,
Independence, Bay Village, BrecksvilleBroadview Heights and Orange.
Cleveland Heights earned As in a
number of columns for value-added,
but its overall grade was low.
So what does all this mean? . . .
We need to be very proud of what
our district is accomplishing with our
students—with the many gifts of our
dedicated and skilled teachers—with
our high quality curriculum that includes Advanced Placement courses
and a wonderful music program—
with the gift of diversity that enriches
our children’s experiences every day.
We need to brag about our school
district’s advantages. Our children
do well in college and in life, and we
must re-define the low grade with
which the state and the real estate
companies brand us.
—Jan Resseger
2

$500, as he had pledged when we
first discussed the idea. Cashiers at
the registers reported a collection of
an additional $956. A grand total of
$2,119.51 was raised at Zagara’s Marketplace for the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank. At four nutritious meals
per dollar, that amount translates to
8,478 meals for those in need.
I would like to thank the vendors,
patrons and employees of Zagara’s
Marketplace for their support and
generosity in making this event a
huge success.
Janie Ratner
former Cleveland Heights
resident
sawyer continued from page 1

13 and started working at a restaurant
called Mad Cactus in Strongsville. He
later worked at Symon’s Lolita restaurant in Tremont. In 2007, Sawyer and
Sam McNulty opened Bar Cento on
West 25th Street in Ohio City, and
the following year, Sawyer opened
the Greenhouse Tavern.
The restaurant’s menu is patterned after a French bistro, and most
of the food comes from within 50
miles of Cleveland. Virtually everything in the restaurant is made from
recycled materials, and it was the first
restaurant certified green in Ohio.
Sawyer plans to start serving brunch
at the Greenhouse this summer.
Sawyer is also looking to expand
his business outside of Cleveland
and is currently considering possible
locations in Columbus, with an eye to
opening a restaurant there sometime
this winter.
Over the course of his career,
Sawyer has won several awards. In
2009, Bon Appetit magazine named
Greenhouse its Best New Restaurant. The following year, Food & Wine
magazine named Sawyer its Best
New Chef. In 2014, Esquire magazine
hailed Trentina as one of the Best
New Restaurants in America.
Sawyer is also the author of a new
book, published in February, called
Noodle Kids: Around the World in 50
Fun, Healthy, Creative Recipes the Whole
Family Can Cook Together. According to
Sawyer, the book encourages families
to cook and eat healthy food together.
He and his wife have two children,
Catcher and Louisiana.
Commenting on the book, Michael Symon stated, “The thing I
have always loved about Jon is that
everything he does is filled with
passion, love, creativity and fun. He
approaches cooking like this, as well
as his family, and it shines through
in the way he and Amelia raise their
wonderful kids. This book is not only
a recipe book for families, but a story
into how their travels and love have
shaped their family.”
The book is available at most
bookstores, including Mac’s Backs on
Coventry, which hosted a book event
with Sawyer in early May.
James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, was a writer and editor at Rolling
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also the
author of several books, including biographies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and
Bob Marley.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Schools build the future

Natural History will have an astronomer talk about the possibility of life
beyond Earth.
Other Thursday-night movies
include “The Goonies” on June 25,
“Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure” on July 2,
“Back to the Future” on July 9, “Annie” on July 16, classic cartoon night
and the annual Coventry pie fight on
July 23, “Big Hero 6” on July 30 and
“Cinderella” on Aug. 6.
The Friday night movie series
will begin on June 12, with a showing
of “Purple Rain.” On July 10, “Back
to the Future, Part II” will be shown.
On July 25, “American Splendor” will
be featured, and on Aug. 7, “This Is
Spinal Tap” will be shown. The Friday
night movies also take place at the
P.E.A.C.E. Park.
On June 13, Oldboy will kick off
the live-music concert series. The
Saturday performances will take place
at the Coventry Courtyard, at the
corner of Coventry Road and Euclid
Heights Boulevard, 1–3 p.m. Two
weeks later, on June 27, students from
the School of Rock will perform, and
on July 11, a reggae band, Outlaws I
& I, will be the featured artist. Other
concerts include the Heights Jazz
Group on July 25, blues artist Vernon
Jones on Aug. 1, and Family Dollar, a
funk, soul and jazz group, on Aug. 8.
Every Sunday, from June 14 to
July 26, SpyngaFlows will present
free yoga classes in the P.E.A.C.E.
Park. The classes will begin at 6 p.m.,
and participants need to bring their
own yoga mats. At 7 p.m. on Sundays,
June 14 to Aug. 16, a community drum

the common
good

Susie Kaeser

Strike up the band. Bring on the
fireworks. Shout from the rooftops:
They did it! We did it!
June 1 was graduation day for
Cleveland Heights High School’s
Class of 2015. Another cadre of
young people just took the next
step into adulthood. This month
marks their transition out of the
protective, demanding, encouraging and at times difficult environment of school into the bigger
world.
We can all celebrate. As the
owners of our public schools, we
have provided these young people
the opportunity to flourish. By
investing in their education we
have expressed our confidence in
them and communicated the value
of staying the course. They took
advantage of this opportunity. They
did it! We did it! Hurrah!
Graduation from high school
means something. It is the key
credential affirming that a young
person has the ability to follow
through, engage, think, create, cooperate, make good decisions and
defer gratification.
Children from varied backgrounds, with differing goals, obstacles and opportunities, all made
it to the finish line. They demonstrated the determination and put
forth the effort required to complete the elementary-secondary
education process.
Graduation is the hard evidence that they have the foundation on which to build adult lives.
They are ready to assume their
places in sustaining our civic society, our culture, our economy and
our community.
Bravo for them!
Bravo to our educators, the students’ families and the village who
worked with them and challenged,
guided and inspired them. You did
it!
We are interrelated. All of us
benefit from the success of our
youth, and all of us have some ownership in their future. Each cohort
of graduates is part of the national
resource we rely on to sustain our
society and our democracy.
Our community sacrifices in
order to provide opportunities
for our youth. In that way we take
ownership for other people’s children. All of our children deserve
satisfying lives and fulfilled dreams,
and we depend on their intellectual,
emotional and social development
to make our lives better, too. We
provided that opportunity. We all
benefit. Let’s celebrate!
Among this year’s graduates
are some especially determined
individuals who overcame the
Heights Observer June 1, 2015

odds—some of their own making
and some over which they had no
control—to cross the stage with
their peers.
More than 40 participants
in the Options Program took advantage of this second chance to
succeed. Students who had fallen
so far behind that graduation
seemed an unreachable dream
took responsibility for their lives,
made positive decisions, dug in
and climbed out of deep, hopeless
holes. Some made it in four years,
and others made it in five or six.
They discovered that their
decisions gave them control over
their futures. Their persistence
is reason for joy and celebration
and deep respect. They stayed the
course, overcame overwhelming
odds, righted their own ships, and
are now ready to sail.
One size does not fit all. As
we raise more and more barriers
to students finding success, let’s
applaud those who keep climbing
and pushing.
If there is anything we should
focus on in shaping education
policy at every level, it is finding
the best ways to make sure all of
our children reach the finish line.
How can we help all of them earn
that moment of recognition that
they completed a long-term educational journey that makes them
ready to step into the world on
their own strength?
I graduated from high school
50 years ago. It was the only
graduation out of four degrees
that I have earned that meant
much to me. I didn’t bother to
attend the ceremonies for my two
graduate degrees. Perhaps more
than any rite of passage in our
society, a high school diploma is
about transformation.
Let us take heart from the
Class of 2015 and remember that
our community has invested a lot
in these young people, and the
result is wonderful!
It’s too bad the State Theatre
cannot hold the whole community, because they are our children and they are our future. The
returns of the investment will be
more and more visible as they find
success in this ever-changing and
ever-shrinking world.
Congratulations! We know
the journey is just beginning, but
you have skills and experiences
and a village to draw on as you
keep finding your way on the path
to a satisfying life.
You are our young adults and
we want the best for you!
Hurrah!

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, was a writer and editor at Rolling
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also the
author of several books, including biographies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and
Bob Marley.
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Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights, former director of
Reaching Heights, and serves on the
national board of Parents for Public
Schools.

			

circle will be held at the P.E.A.C.E.
Park. All are welcome to take part in
the drum circle, but they must bring
their own drums or percussion instruments.
Saturday, June 20, 3–7 p.m., will
be Go Skateboarding Saturday! The
parking lot between Marc’s and
Heights Cleaners will be turned into
a skateboarding park, complete with
ramps and obstacles. This event will
feature skateboarding demonstrations and a skateboard competition.
The following Saturday, June 27,
there will be a pop-up pinball party
from noon to 5 p.m. Pinball machines
will be placed all along the Coventry
sidewalks, and the games will be
free. In addition, experts from the
Cleveland Pinball League will be on
hand to give lessons, and prizes will
be awarded for top scores on every
game.
On Saturday, July 18, a Coventry
sidewalk sale will be held from noon
to 6 p.m. Most of the Coventry Village stores will have sale stands along
the sidewalks, and the Grog Shop will
present live music at the Coventry
Courtyard.
These events are funded by a
grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.
A full schedule is available at www.
coventryvillage.org.

3459 Fairmount Boulevard,
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
(behind Paysage)
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Cartoon by Charles Jaffé

The inequity of social spaces in the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights school community

REPRINTED FROM FUNNY TIMES / P0 BOX 18530 / CLEVELAND HTS OH 44118 / FUNNYTIMES.COM

sarah west

“It’s all locally grown ... in this galaxy.”
Provided by the Funny Times, a Cleveland Heights-based business.

heights music hop continued from page 1

to when we decided to start a music
festival. We knew that planning for
winter was going to be a challenge,
so we sought help from folks like
Katharyne, who was already involved
in making PorchFest a success,” said
Emily Hornack, co-founder and board
member of Brite Winter.
Heights Music Hop emerged in
2013, the brainchild of Jeff Coryell,
former FutureHeights board member
and current CH City Councilmember. A former resident of Austin,
Texas, Coryell saw the success of
the South by Southwest festival and
believed that Cleveland Heights had
the talent and resources to develop
a similar event in which live music
is performed in both traditional and
nontraditional venues throughout a
neighborhood. Through the work of
FutureHeights board members and
volunteers, as well as local merchants,
the first Heights Music Hop was an
instant success, drawing more than
1,000 people to the Cedar Lee neighborhood. The Hop will return for its
third-annual festival on Sept. 19.
Michael Kinsella, a co-founder
and organizer of the Heights Music
Hop, assisted with Brite Winter
planning in past years and now also
serves on the board and music selection committee of PorchFest. “The
parallels between and energies around
our three events are undeniable,”
said Kinsella “Deciding to combine
our efforts, talents and energies was
entirely organic and truly does help
take each of the events to the next
level as we continue to improve upon
each with every passing year. Cleveland is a relatively small town, so why
compete when we can combine our
passions for the benefit of all?”

Starinsky, Hornack and Kinsella
have provided each other with marketing and sponsorship, and even
volunteer at one another’s events.
Because each festival occurs in a different season, they quickly realized that
they were partners, not competitors.
The concept of “local supporting local”
was relevant to all three as it became
apparent that each event supported its
own neighborhood.
When Hornack approached
Starinsky about forming a winter
music festival only months after the
first PorchFest, Starinsky was thrilled
to offer her experience, and even
shared her band list. “We had such
fun bringing live, local music to the
neighborhood, why wouldn’t we want
to help others do it, in the winter no
less?” said Starinsky, recalling the first
meeting with Hornack. “And then, of
course, Heights Music Hop appeared
on the scene a few years later, so
again, why not support like-minded
people doing awesome work in their
community?”
“It’s been really fun to watch all of
these events pop up, highlighting how
deep and broad our local music talent
pool is,” said Hornack. “Even events
that are not really music festivals are
booking local bands. And we think
that’s fantastic.”
Planning for the Sept. 19 Heights
Music Hop is underway, with more
information coming soon. Details
about the June 20 Larchmere PorchFest can be found at www.larchmereporchfest.org.
Daniel Budin is a lifelong Cleveland
Heights resident and member of the FutureHeights Board of Directors. He is the current
chairperson, and was a member of the founding committee, of the Heights Music Hop.

When considering the complexities
of educational policy in diverse urban
settings, the writings of Pierre Bourdieu resonate with a particular saliency. Strongly acclimatized to hierarchies of power, attentive to conflict,
and always contextualized to setting,
Bourdieu notes that “social space”—
that congested, conversant world of
the political, the sociological and the
ideological—is limited by a stratification imposed by the elite. In order to
maintain power, highly positioned
players will ensure, even tacitly, that
others’ access is limited. Bourdieu
argues that this capriciousness buoys
those with the most privilege and
allows perpetual inequality to cycle
through sociocultural structures.
Locally, inequity has emerged in
the growing tolerance of a privileged
class of families who disproportionately influence the growth, shape
and culture of our public schools. It
presents as a culture that relies on the
assumed talents of the few to make
decisions for the many. In May 5’s
disappointing levy failure, Bourdieu’s
model was particularly relevant in the
precinct breakdown, which showed
the levy passing south of Cedar and
failing by as much as 50 percent north
of Mayfield. Levy organizers alleged
that voters are apathetic, and have
devalued education by snatching
school dollars away from children.
There was, however, no data to support this contention. What voters
are left with is a negative narrative
wherein they failed the district. What
should instead be explored are the
ways in which the general populace
of voters feels excluded from full
participation in school issues. The
citizens elite who control the social
space surrounding school policy and
governance must be reflective in acknowledging their role in not merely
tolerating inequity, but enabling it.
From those residents of Noble,
who overwhelmingly voted “no” on
Issue 2, comprehensive qualitative
data must be mined in order to explore if, in that neighborhood, the
district is encountering what the
great educational ethnographer Annette Lareau calls the “accomplishment of natural growth” model—the
belief that children will develop

into competent adults through their
daily, natural experiences with the
world. Advocates of this model see
wraparound services, such as extracurricular activities, as wasteful,
resource-stealing and bourgeois. If
that is the mindset that Noble voters
brought to the polls—a belief that can
be refuted through evidence-based
educational research—it is critical
that responsive, positive programming be put in place quickly. Naturalgrowth advocates can be swayed with
convincing alternatives to their highly
streamlined understanding of child
development, school success, and
social and community participation.
Without critically examining the ideology of this voting bloc, however, no
such lifelong-learner opportunities
can come to fruition.
In the Cleveland Heights-University Heights City School District, as in
many urban districts, teachers become
the conduit through which equity can
flow unfettered through the curriculum: Every child receives music, art,
physical education and social supports,
regardless of socioeconomic status.
What schools cannot do alone, however, is extend that type of institutional
agency to families. The community of
practice in which parents participate
must be the means by which access and
governance are proactively constructed. If the same small groups of families
are ennobled with leadership roles time
after time, true shared governance of
the public schools becomes an impossibility. The district must find a way to
cultivate a full chorus of harmonized
voices in leadership, not support only
those who have the privileged position of a soloist. Such an exclusionary
paradigm is short-sighted and classist
in the purest sense.
The failure of Issue 2 is an opportunity to effect cultural change in
the district. Educate CH-UH voters
as CH-UH children are educated:
with evidence, empathy and equity.
Sarah West is a Ph.D. candidate in urban
education policy at Cleveland State University (CSU); curriculum developer,
instructor and programming specialist
in undergraduate studies at CSU; parent
of three Canterbury Elementary School
students; member of the CH Citizens’
Advisory Committee, and 15-year resident
of the Noble neighborhood.

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sale Pending! 2452 Saybrook Road,
University Heights

Berry Fresh!

Enjoy the season’s fresh bounty
while dining al fresco on our patio.
Now serving Mitchell’s Ice Cream

to enjoy Luna’s treats a la mode.

.............................................

2482 Fairmount Blvd • Cleve Hts, OH 44106 • 216.231.8585 • lunabakerycafe.com
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University Heights
City Council

Senior Citizen Happenings
Senior Citizen Happenings, sponsored
by the City of University Heights,
are open to all senior citizens. Events
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. at
the University Heights Library. For
information, and to suggest program
topics, contact the UH Office for Senior Services at 216-397-0336 or info@
universityheights.com. To receive the
monthly schedule by e-mail, call 216932-7800, ext. 205, or send an e-mail
to info@universityheights.com.

meeting highlights
APRIL 20, 2015
Susan D. Pardee, vice mayor was absent.
Medical director
Council approved an agreement with Dr.
Arnold Feltoon for the position of medical
director of the city jail, at the rate of $500
per month. Feltoon has been the city’s
medical director since 1994 and his rate
has not changed. Councilman Mark Wiseman noted that there was no contract for
Feltoon, other than the city’s vendor agreement, while both the city engineer and
arborist each have contracts with clearly
stated scope of service. Law Director Luke
McConville said that, in his experience,
there isn’t usually a scope of service for a
doctor, as they often don’t want to have
their tasks specifically stipulated. Police
Chief Hammett explained that in the case
of an emergency the city would transport
the patient immediately, and call Feltoon
while en route. Feltoon might also ask
the EMTs to step in and provide specific
treatments based on the information he is
given. Wiseman asked that all future contracts include terms defining the scope of
services, comparable to the contract with
the arborist.
Purvis Park
Council authorized the revised pricing of
activities and refreshments at Purvis Park
for 2015.
Arborist
Council approved a contract with Thomas
Morgan for professional services as the
city’s arborist. Councilman Wiseman said
he had received calls from residents asking
for clearer notification when specific trees
were going to be cut down.

in commodities, the mayor and finance
director need to be able to accept a bid
quickly. The city is currently paying 7 cents
per kilowatt-hour and should be able to
reduce that cost to 5 cents. First Energy will
continue to provide the poles and transmission lines, and will maintain the equipment.
The city will still be considered a NOPEC
[Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council]
Community Provider.

June 4: Pam Carson, executive director of the Ohio Trust for Public
Land, will discuss the work of this
nonprofit organization, to conserve
land and help communities protect
land, to ensure healthy, livable space
for generations to come.

Authorized signatories
Council approved new signatories in the
city’s agreement with FirstMerit Bank. There
is no change to the terms of the agreement
with FirstMerit. This was simply to change
the name of the authorized signatories to
reflect the current law director. The only
people authorized to sign checks for the
city are the finance director, the council
clerk, and the law director. The mayor does
not sign checks.

June 11: Clement W. Hamilton,
president and chief executive officer of Holden Arboretum, will
outline the history and programs of
this distinguished Northeast Ohio
landmark. He’ll share plans for its
revolutionary partnership with the
Cleveland Botanical Garden, to create the 13th-largest public garden in

Assistant finance director
Finance Director Larry Heiser announced
that Jackie Vigliucci, assistant finance director, resigned her position two weeks ago.
Applications are being reviewed.

MAY 4, 2015
NOTE: No LWV observer was available to
cover the May 4 council meeting.

LL_HO.0612DB_Ad:Layout 1

Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are
abstracted from LWV observers’
written reports. The summaries have
been edited and prepared by Anne
McFarland, Charlene Morse and
Maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail
postings of full reports, send an email to mbarnes9515@gmail.com
or join through Google groups using
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a
search phrase.
These reports contain member
observation and selected highlights
of public meetings and are not official statements of the Heights Chapter of the League of Women Voters
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer
must accompany any redistribution
of these reports.
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• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations
• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Don’t delay, schedule your Air ConditioningTune-Up!

$89

Call us
today!

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.

Owned and operated by 4th generation Hann brothers.

Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Systems

1:23 PM

We’ve renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

It can be just miserable, sticky hot and sweltering!

Mention this discount when scheduling an
appointment. Standard tune-up allows for
45 minutes of labor per system; parts and
labor for repairs additional. Discount valid
during normal workday hours only (M-F;
8-3:30). Coupon must be presented with
payment to technician. One discount per
visit. Valid on standard A/C set-ups only;
excludes attic systems. Service must be
scheduled prior to 7/31/2015.

5/21/12

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this summer!

Summer isn’t always a “day at the beach”....
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June 25: On the 150th anniversary of
the publication of “Alice in Wonderland,” Lynn Zimmerman, chair of the
English Department at Notre Dame
College, will critique the creative
imagination of Lewis Carroll (Charles
Lutwidge Dodgson). Carroll peopled
his satire of 19th-century Victorian
England with characters who delight
a young person’s dreams—a White
Rabbit, a Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter, a sleepy Dormouse, the King and
Queen of Hearts—but did the author,
a math lecturer at Oxford, have more
in mind than a delightful fantasy for
children?

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

Aspen Energy
Council approved the solicitation of bids
for electricity supply services through
Aspen Energy, to enter into an electricity
sales agreement with the lowest and best
supplier for a term of one to three years.
Aspen Energy is a broker, seeking bids
from electricity suppliers for the amount
of electricity needed for the streetlights in
University Heights. They will present bids
from providers for one, two and three
years. Because of the volatility of pricing

216-932-9755

June 18: Danelle Musil, community outreach specialist with the
Cuyahoga County Department of
Consumer Affairs, warns of scams
that target the elderly. She’ll share
tips on how to protect oneself
against identity theft, junk mail,
aggressive telemarketers, phony
charities, foreign lotteries, free meal
solicitations and more.

Council’s iPads
The city’s technology commission and
Councilman Wiseman provided training
for council members in the use of their new
iPads. Tonight’s information packs were
distributed electronically and ipads were
in use during tonight’s meeting.

City’s engineer
Council approved a contract with Joseph
Ciuni, of GPD Group for Professional
Services, as the city’s engineer. Wiseman
asked how council could know more clearly
when engineering services [would] entail
additional costs. Mayor Infeld noted that
those would be included in Finance Director Larry Heiser’s monthly financial reports,
and also stipulated in any bids for specific
work to be done.

Only

the country, dedicated to improving
the world through plants.

“like" us on
/hannheating to
see future specials.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Hannheatingcooling.com
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Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
APRIL 20, 2015
Council Member Mary Dunbar was absent.
Recreation board appointment
Council approved appointment of Martin
Raska to the Recreation Advisory Board, filling the unexpired term (through May 2018)
of Jordan Buress.

Uston
216-371-5944

Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Custom copper flashings installed
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
•

MASTERCARD/VISA

Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com

Bond issues
Council approved 12 ordinances providing
for the issuance and sale of bonds for capital improvements. All were reviewed by the
finance committee and in council’s capital
budget meetings. Maximum amounts and
purposes of the bonds include:
• $75,000 for renovating and improving the
city hall complex.
• $165,000 for renovating and improving
the city’s fire stations.
• $30,000 for acquiring motor vehicles
and related equipment for the city’s fire
department.
• $300,000 for resurfacing and other improvements to city surface parking areas.
• $205,000 for acquiring motor vehicles
and related equipment for the city’s police
department.
• $635,000 for acquiring motor vehicles
and equipment for the city’s department
of public works.
• $185,000 for renovating and improving
the city service garage.
• $315,000 for improving the Cedar Lee
Business District through sidewalk, curbing,
and pavement removal; construction of
concrete sidewalks and medians; stormwater improvement; landscaping, new
curbing, and pavement; and provision
of sidewalk lighting, signage, seating,

trash receptacles, bike racks, and other
streetscape amenities. This money will match
$3.2 million in funds from other sources.
• $ 155,000 for acquiring and installing
computer hardware, software, and related
equipment to support the city’s management
and administrative functions.
• $205,000 for installing traffic signals and
security cameras.
• $110,000 for renovating and improving the
city’s solid waste transfer station.
• $4.65 million for refunding, at a lower interest rate, certain of the city’s outstanding Parking Deck Improvement General Obligation
Bonds, dated Aug. 5, 2008. This relates to
the parking deck on Lee Road.
Loan program interest rate
Council amended prior legislation to reduce
the interest rate of the Deferred Loan Program
operated by the Housing Preservation Office
from 5 percent to 2.5 percent on loans of up
to $35,000. This program is particularly useful
to elderly and disabled homeowners.
Safe Routes to School
Council authorized two applications to the
Ohio Department of Transportation for federal Safe Routes to School funds to implement
School Travel Plan recommendations: one application to implement infrastructure portions,
anticipated not to exceed $200,000; and a

second to implement non-infrastructure portions, anticipated not to exceed $15,000.
LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.
MAY 4, 2015
All council members were present.
Public comments
Bike Month: Resident Robert Heinen, a cofounder of the Heights Bicycle Coalition,
thanked council for declaring May Bicycle
Month. He also thanked Mary Dunbar and
city staff for their support of coalition efforts to
make the city a more bicycle-friendly community. Later in the meeting, council proclaimed
May 2015 as Bike Month, May 6 as Bike to
School Day, and May 15 as Bike to Work
Day in Cleveland Heights.
TPP opposition: Three residents asked
council to pass a resolution in opposition to
the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the
“fast track” provision being considered in the
U.S. Congress. Sally Hanley said the trade
agreement would establish a separate justice
system for foreign investors that would allow
unelected arbitrators to overturn local laws if
they were a threat to corporate goals. Dean
Sieck spoke against the fast track provision
as a violation of the constitution that ignores
citizen and congressional review and threatens democracy. Carla Rautenberg noted that
17 other cities and three counties had passed
resolutions registering their opposition to fast
track and TPP, and urged council to work with
Council Member Jeff Coryell to do the same.
Police department annual report
Chief Jeffrey Robertson presented police
department accomplishments for 2014. He
identified departmental goals and initiatives to achieve them, including the K-9 unit,
bicycle unit, community outreach meetings,
the new juvenile diversion program, citizen
policy academy, alarms in vacant houses,
and body cameras. Data for the last five
years have shown a steady decline in crime
in every category.
National Preservation Month
Council proclaimed May to be National Preservation Month. It will be celebrated with five
different events to celebrate community history: talks, and bike and hiking tours focused
on Severance Town Center, Nela Park, historic
landscaping, houses and waterways.
Demolition funds
Council authorized an agreement with
Cuyahoga County to accept $556,000 for
demolition of abandoned and deteriorated
homes to eliminate blight.
LWV Observer: Susie Kaeser.
Note: YouTube videos of Cleveland Heights
City Council meetings may be accessed at
youtube.com/clevelandheightsoh.

“I’d recommend Judson’s Bruening Health Center
to anyone who needs post-surgery rehabilitation!”

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting
summaries online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.

—Cleveland Heights resident Marilyn Cunin

When Marilyn Cunin needed surgery to replace her hip, she chose
Judson’s Bruening Health Center for short-term rehabilitation.
She appreciated the caring, attentive staff and thought the therapy
program was very effective. “I wouldn’t expect any less from a
nursing center with a five-star rating,” she explains.
A longtime resident of Cleveland Heights, Marilyn was never far
from home. “I had a good experience and would recommend
Bruening to anyone,” she says, “but I certainly was tickled to go
home when my stay was over!”
To find out how Judson can help you or a loved one quickly
transition from hospital to home, please call Michelle Stomieroski
at (216) 791-2245 today.

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org
Heights Observer June 1, 2015
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440-463-7379
440-632-5256

Careful, reliable and
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379

www.ripleytreeservice.com

www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises
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Cleveland Heights crime rates continue
slide in first quarter of 2015
All violent crimes and all property crimes reported during the first three months
of each year, since 2011.

FutureHeights and
CHPD to host forum
on policing in
Cleveland Heights
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Property crimes, broken down by category, reported during the first three months
of each year since 2011.

Violent crimes, broken down by category, reported during the first three months
of each year since 2011. (The two high-profile murders in 2014 took place during
the third quarter.)

Bob Rosenbaum

Data for the first quarter of 2015
shows a continuing decline in crime
in Cleveland Heights across most
categories. The summary data for the
period January through March was
released by the Cleveland Heights
Police Department in mid-May,
and represents all so-called “Part I”
crimes, which are serious offenses as
defined by the FBI’s Uniform Crime
Reporting system.
In the first three months of the
year, total violent crime was down
50 percent from the same period last
year, and was 70 percent below the
peak year of 2012.
Property crime was down in the
first three months by 25 percent compared to the same time last year, and
Heights Observer June 1, 2015

Deanna Bremer Fisher is the executive
director of FutureHeights and the publisher of the Heights Observer.

down 51 percent from the 2012 peak.
“The first part of the year tends
to be quieter because of the weather.
Our busiest seasons are still ahead of
us,” said Police Chief Jeffrey Robertson. “But this has been a good start.”
For more information on how
the CHPD collects and validates
crime statistics,
see the original article in this series
by scanning the
QR code or visiting http://tiny.cc/
chcrimestats.

Join us for — BLUEGRASS SUNDAYS — at St. Paul’s!
9 a.m. Communion on the Lawn: June 21 • July 19 • August 16

SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Communion on the Lawn
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist/Morning Prayer in the Nave

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights Observer Advisory Committee, and is
responsible for its advertising sales and
market development.

			

“Understanding Policing
in Cleveland
Heights,” an
open forum
with Cleveland Heights
Cleveland Heights Police
Police Chief Chief Jeffrey Robertson
Jeffrey Robertson and other representatives of the CHPD, will be
held 7–8:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 9,
at the Cleveland Heights Community Center.
Hosted by FutureHeights,
the event will help residents understand how the police department is evolving to protect and
improve public safety in Cleveland
Heights.
Topics will include the use
of software and other technologies to track and prevent crime;
improvements in data collection
and analysis; management strategies that are being applied within
the department; and activities to
foster closer connections between
the department and the community it serves. Ample time will be
reserved for questions.
Bob Rosenbaum, co-chair of
the Heights Observer Advisory
Committee and a graduate of the
first class of the Cleveland Heights
Citizens Police Academy, will
moderate the forum.
“We all want to feel safe in
our own community,” Rosenbaum
said. “One place to start is having
confidence that our police department is doing all it should to stay
current and effective. That’s what
this forum is about. If you’re curious about how the police work,
this [event] will be of value.”
The forum is free and open to
the public. RSVP is requested at
http://bit.ly/1A9Drhn. For more information, visit www.futureheights.
org or call 216-320-1423.

Find us on Facebook Badge

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!
2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 (216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org
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Heights historical photo of the month

Alcazar Hotel
courtesy City of Cleveland Heights

Cleveland
Heights
Landmarks

Mark Souther

courtesy city of cleveland heights

In the 1920s, Spanish and other
Mediterranean architectural styles
permeated American design. As
Michael Rotman, Cleveland Heights
Historical Society’s executive director, discovered, Shaker Heights
architect Bloodgood Tuttle, like his
clients the Van Sweringens, disapproved of Italian- and Spanish-style
houses being built in Cleveland.
Tuttle declared them “better left
in Florida and California” because
“they are intended to keep out the
sun while we want to let it in.”
If Mediterranean styles were better suited to the nation’s semitropical
margins, they nonetheless crept into
Northeast Ohio. The Alcazar Hotel,
a designated Cleveland Heights Landmark property since 1978, is among the
region’s most notable Mediterraneaninfluenced buildings. It dominates the
skyline of the Cedar Fairmount Business district, which is usually more
noted for its Tudor Revival details.
Cleveland Heights’s Alcazar was
inspired by the Alcazar Hotel and other
Spanish-Moorish themed hotels in St.
Augustine, Fla., that railroad magnate
Henry Flagler built in the late 19th century, and which themselves emulated
designs from Seville, Spain.
The five-story, pentagonal Alcazar opened its doors in 1923. Over its
lobby entrance, an inscription reads,
“Esta es su casa de usted,” which
translates to “This is your home.”
Like many other residential hotels
and grand apartments of its era, the
Alcazar was originally pitched to
upper-middle-class residents who
would be thankful for the convenience of housekeeping services that

Warm weather means it’s time for ice cream! In the past, Cleveland Heights
residents seeking a cold treat would head to their nearest corner drug store and
have a seat at the soda fountain that served up ice cream sodas, egg creams,
sundaes and cones.
The photograph above, taken in the late 1930s, shows Marshall’s Drugs in
the Douglas Building, which still stands on the northwest corner of Cedar and Lee
roads.
This photo was selected by the Cleveland Heights Historical Society, a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting the heritage of Cleveland Heights. For
more information, and to view additional historical images, visit www.chhistory.org or
www.facebook.com/clevelandheightshistorical.

June 24-30

Flamingo Sale
25% OFF
Anything Pink

Flamingo Selfie Contest

Tommy’s

is a local independently
owned Cleveland Historical landmark
and award winning family Restaurant
celebrating our 40th year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life.
Stop in and see why we have become
so many family’s favorite place to dine.
Come on over, we’re open!
Sun—Thurs: 9am—9pm
Fri: 9am—10pm, Sat: 7:30am—10pm

Submit a photo of your happy garden
flamingo to info@bremec.com
Win a $25 Bremec Gift Card!

13410 Cedar Road ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com

With $50 Purchase

Bremec grown standard perennial ($8.99 value). Retail customers only.
Valid at Bremec on the Heights only. Expires June 30, 2015.

				

otherwise required hiring a servant.
Besides offering modern domestic
conveniences, the Alcazar also rented
out rooms to out-of-towners. It became a favorite haunt for a number of
celebrities who visited Cleveland, including George Gershwin, Jack Benny,
Cole Porter, and Cleveland’s own Bob
Hope. Porter is said to have written
“Night and Day” at the Alcazar.
Inside, the Alcazar features
colorful mosaic tile designs and a
small fish pond at the center of its
large, hexagonal lobby, modeled after
Flagler’s Hotel Ponce de Leon. An
interior courtyard evokes both the
Flagler resort hotels and Spanish
designs that inspired them. It features decorative plasterwork done
by Fischer and Jirouch, a Clevelandbased company that is now one of
the largest (and among the last)
surviving ornamental plaster design
firms in the United States.
The postwar years were unkind
to the Alcazar. Residential hotels
remained familiar and widely accepted residential options in larger
cities, such as New York, Chicago
and Boston, but in Cleveland they
never reached the same heights of
popularity and lost their appeal as
many people cast their eyes toward
single-family living on the new suburban horizon. The Alcazar became
careworn and lost its reputation as a
haven for prominent socialites.
Since 1963, the Alcazar, operated
by the Western Reserve Residences
Co., an affiliate of the Christian Science Church, has served primarily as
apartments for retirees, but has always
kept a few units open to the public on
a bed-and-breakfast plan. The building’s recent sale to a local investor,
Kirt Montlack, hopefully promises
sensitive attention to upgrading its
facilities in a manner consistent with
best practices in historic preservation.
Mark Souther, a member of the Cleveland
Heights Landmark Commission, wrote this
article. This column is produced by members
of the CH Landmark Commission, to
highlight historically significant buildings
in Cleveland Heights, and share its mission
of preserving and protecting buildings,
works of art and other objects of historical
or architectural value to the community.

FREE Perennial
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The Alcazar Hotel, ca. 1930.
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Hope Lutheran Church’s 15th annual day
camp gears up

courtesy ronald werman

The Little Free Library at Disciples Christian Church.

Disciples Christian Church is now the
site of a Little Free Library
Ronald Werman

Disciples Christian Church is
pleased to be a steward of a new
Little Free Library. Located on the
church’s property at 3663 Mayfield
Road in Cleveland Heights, this
Little Free Library is accessible
along the church’s driveway off of
Yellowstone Road.
The church is in the process of
stocking the library with a variety of
good quality books that hopefully will
interest people in the neighborhood.
People can stop by and take whichever book catches their fancy. They
may keep the book or return it and,
perhaps, donate another book to the
library. Little Free Library books are
always a gift and never for sale.
In addition to being visible to
drivers and pedestrians on Yellowstone Road, the Little Free Library
is near the entrance of the Heights
Emergency Food Center, which is
housed in the church building. Door
hangers were distributed to homes
in nearby neighborhoods to make
residents aware of the Little Free
Library. Its location should give many
people the opportunity to investigate
the book selection available and take
or donate a book.
The Little Free Library movement was started by Todd Bol and
Rick Brooks in Wisconsin in 2010.
Its mission is to promote literacy
and the love of reading by building
free book exchanges worldwide, and
to foster a sense of community and
connection as creativity and wisdom
are shared across generations. The
goal in 2010 was to build more than
2,510 libraries around the world
(2,510 is the number of libraries built

by Andrew Carnegie). As of January
2015, more than 25,000 Little Free
Libraries have been installed worldwide.
Patricia McNeilly, a member and
elder at the church, first heard about
Little Free Libraries at an outreach
meeting and worked through the process to make this Little Free Library
a reality. A retired first-grade teacher,
McNeilly taught students to read and
has been passionate about promoting literacy. To make the structure as
weatherproof as possible, Dan Yount,
owner of Van Aken Hardware, and
his 13-year-old son, A.J., volunteered
to put the shingle roof on the Little
Free Library.
For more information, visit www.
discipleschristian.org.
Ronald Werman is an elder and communications chairperson of Disciples Christian
Church.

Campers share their faith outdoors with counselor Anastasia Peltoay at a previous Hope camp.

The evening program will show parents what their campers have been
doing, and will feature a display of
hand-crafted items.
The camp is an affiliate of the American Camping Association, and strictly
follows the association’s guidelines.
To obtain a registration form, call
the church at 216-371-5252. Fill it out in
advance, and be sure to include medical
records and emergency contacts. Either submit the completed form to the
church early, which is recommended,
or come with prospective campers at
8:30 a.m. on June 29, to register in person. Registrations are limited; advance
registration is recommended.
Hope Lutheran Church is located at 2222 North Taylor Road in
Cleveland Heights (44112). For more
information call Pastor Don King at
216-371-5252, or visit www.hopelutheran-clehts.com or www.facebook.com/
hopelutheranclehts.
Rev. Donald King is pastor of Hope
Lutheran Church on North Taylor Road,
and an active participant in the Heights
InterFaith Community. He has served at
Hope since 1999, and lived in Cleveland
Heights since 1985.

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Do what
you love

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance

Two-week classes begin
June 15 and July 27

For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

CIA’s Young Artists courses engage creative children
and teens in drawing, painting, ceramics, glass blowing,
and much more. All courses taught by accomplished faculty,
in the friendly, well-equipped learning environment on our
new campus complex.

Representing multiple A rated carriers
Dedicated to your unique needs
Rockefeller Center
Suite 203 3109 Mayfield Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged

216-965-0646

www.KellerNational.com
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Children who have completed sixth
grade are invited to the 15th annual
Christian day camp at Hope Lutheran
Church, located at North Taylor and
Northvale roads.
The camp runs from June 29 to July
3, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is free, but registration is required. Families are asked to
supply a brown-bag lunch. The church’s
hospitality committee will keep them
cold and serve them with Kool-Aid.
This year’s theme is “A Love That
Never Ends.” Each day, Biblical stories will be told through the lives of
Abraham, Moses and the Israelites,
Ruth and Naomi, Jonah and the
whale, and the prophet Jeremiah.
Other activities will include outdoor
games, indoor crafts, songs, skits, nature walks, a visit from the police and
fire departments, snacks and more.
The camp is sponsored in conjunction with Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries of Ohio, supported by
Thrivent Financial Services.
Two other events will take place at
the church that week. On June 30, at
7:30 p.m., the church will hold an ice
cream social and concert with the Hillcrest Concert Band on the front lawn
facing North Taylor Road. The community is invited to this old-fashioned
concert, to greet old friends, and make
new ones, all for a free will offering.
On July 2, at 6 p.m., the families
of the campers are invited to an allcamp, all-church cookout and picnic.

courtesy donald king

Rev. Donald King
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As seen on
Diners,
Drive-ins
and Dives

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333 award winning pizza
www.geracisrestaurant.net

Resourceful Heights homesteader creates
community space
Out Of the Box

HeigHts frame & art

Jan Kious

Custom Picture Framing

When my friend Joan told me
about Burnt Toast Farms & Studio,
we both thought the name had to
have some hip meaning that eluded
us simply because we were too old.
Founder Jason Eugene-Boardé
laughed out loud at this suggestion,
explaining that he chose the name
after reading an article about what
to do with burnt toast, thinking
it would make a good name for
his farm and creative community
space.
The name is an apt symbol for
what Boardé values—using what he
has no matter how humble—such as
planting on the roof of the garage,
in gutters attached to the wooden
fence, in pallets attached to the walls
of the house, and growing vegetables
and flowers on what was the front
lawn. Burnt Toast Farm is also a
tango studio, a Sunday brunch venue
and a place where you can learn to
make a broom. Burnt Toast Farm,
located at 2972 Yorkshire Road, is a
typical Cleveland Heights home on
a typical Cleveland Heights street,
occupied by a very unusual person,
who really lives “out of the box.”
Boardé grew up in South Euclid
in the 1980s and ’90s. He attended
the Cleveland School of the Arts and
studied dance with Bill Wade, artistic director of the YARD (Youth at
Risk Dancing). Wade and his wife,
Kristen, had a profound influence
on Boardé, and he sees many of the
activities he engages in as a way of
giving back, after receiving so much
from them.
Boardé is one of the leaders of
the Black Lives Matter movement in
Cleveland, and works with the Children’s Defense Fund. His interests
include community development,
social justice, youth mentorship and
environmental education.
Boardé’s interest in what he
calls “homesteading” began in
Los Angeles during the economic
downturn. He lost his job, as did
his housemate. They realized they
needed to become more minimalist
and self-reliant. They grew their
own food and had such a surplus
that they were able to donate food
to the Jewish Family Services Association, the Los Angeles Mission,
and other local charitable groups.
He met other homesteaders with
similar values. During this difficult
economic time he was introduced

2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Betsy Warner, Agent
Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
betsy@betsywarner.com
Bus: 216-932-6900

1408556

… and I’m one of them.
My customers know who to turn to for help with their
insurance or financial planning. Don’t stress over
figuring it out on your own. I exist to assist.
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
• Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
• Refinished Kitchens
• Hardwood Floors
• Parking
• Laundry Facilities
• Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

courtesy jan kious

Geraci’s Restaurant

Jason Eugene-Boardé

to Buddhism and discovered meditation as a way to find answers
within rather than seeking them
outside of himself. This has had a
profound influence on his life.
When Boardé’s father had a
heart attack two-and-a-half years
ago, he decided to return home to
Cleveland. He describes himself as
a shy person who loves domesticity, privacy and home, but realized that it was time to challenge
himself and open his home—and
himself—to the world, to develop
a community of like-minded folks.
He feels humbled by the welcome
he has received from neighbors on
his street, and the Grant Deming’s
Forest Hill community, and noted
that people from as far afield as
Mentor and Westlake came to his
first monthly Sunday brunch.
“There is something special
and beautiful about Cleveland and
especially Cleveland Heights. It’s
held its value and aesthetic, and it
feels like home to me,” said Boardé.
“This is exactly how I remember
the Heights. Coventry was my old
stomping ground. My first job was at
the Winking Lizard, my first apartment was on Coventry, and La Cave
du Vin still is one of my favorite
haunts.”
“I love the sense of community
and diversity found in Cleveland
Heights. It feels like living in France
with its laissez-faire attitude; you
can do your own thing without
being judged or bothered, pretty
much. It’s comfortable, walkable,
well-managed and safe, for the
most part. The residents take
pride in their town. Being part of
this community puts a smile on
my face,” said Boardé. “There’s an
energy here, too, that I love, and
the beauty of nature adds icing to
the cake.”
To learn more about Burnt
Toast Farms & Studio, visit www.
burnttoastfarms.com.
Jan Kious has lived in Cleveland
Heights since 1974, and, with her
husband, raised four children here. She
is interested in people in the Heights
community who fit the description of
living “out of the box.”

CALL NOW (216) 421- 8400
12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

8000 square feet of
daycare and boarding!

www.montlackrealty.com
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Master theologian to speak at Forest Hill
Presbyterian Church on June 14

Healthy eating on a budget

Judith Eugene

Healthy eating is important for
maintaining good physical health at
all stages of life. However, healthy
fresh foods can often cost more than
less-healthy processed foods. The
following tips can help stretch your
healthy eating budget.
Shopping at farmers markets
can be less expensive than the
grocery store. Locally grown seasonal produce is often cheaper than
produce shipped from out-of-state
farms. Many farm stands will also
offer discounts toward the end of
the day, so plan to shop during the
last hour of the market.
Some leftover fruits and vegetables can be frozen before they
spoil, and preserved for later. If
you find a good deal, stock up and
freeze what you can’t use right away.
Muffins and breads also freeze well.
Consider buying bulk packages and
freeze the extras.
You might also consider buying
frozen fruits and vegetables instead of
fresh. The freezing process preserves
the nutritional content. By thawing
and using only the amount you need,
you can reduce the waste that occurs
when fresh produce spoils before you
have time to finish it.
Check the local newspaper circulars for coupons and sale ads. Plan
your weekly menu around what’s on
sale, rather than locking yourself in
to a more expensive meal plan. Also,
check your refrigerator and freezer
before you shop. Plan meals around
what you already have. Be sure to sign
up for a discount card if the grocery
store has one.
Beans and whole grains are a

Peg Weissbrod

Well-known theologian, author and
preacher Walter Brueggemann will
speak at Forest Hill Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, June 14. He will
teach a Bible study class at 9:30 a.m.
and preach at the 11 a.m. worship
service.
At 2 p.m., Brueggemann will
discuss the economics of extraction,
or wealth inequality. As he explains,
both biblical and present-day economic powers thrive by extracting
wealth from the vulnerable and
transferring it to a powerful elite.
The result is a concentration of
wealth in the hands of a few at the
expense of the many.
According to Brueggemann, the
means of such extraction are unfair
taxation, debt management, high
interest rates and cheap labor. The
Bible speaks against such practices
and in favor of restoring economic
equity through debt cancellation.
Given current U.S. economic policies and practices, this issue is as
important today as it was in biblical
times.
Among the world’s foremost
interpreters of the Hebrew Bible,
Brueggemann has lectured and
preached throughout the world.
He is the author of more than
100 books and articles, including
Theology of the Old Testament; Psalms:

The Jewish Secular Community of
Cleveland invites interfaith, humanistic and secular Jewish families to
attend an open house on June 14 to
learn more about the bar and bat
mitzvah class being offered this fall.
The goal of the program is to connect b’nai mitzvah candidates—children ages 11 to 14—to the 3,500-yearold traditions of Judaism, the history
of Israel, and the vast array of Jewish
activities and community services in
Greater Cleveland, all presented in a
nontheistic, humanistic manner.
The class aims to familiarize interfaith and secular Jewish children
with their cultural heritage in a way
that is comfortable for both parents
and children.
The curriculum includes Jewish
history and customs, to give meaning
to the holidays and life cycle events.
The program focuses on the Jewish
values of tzedakah (charity) and tikkun
olam (repairing the world).
The class will be small and
Heights Observer June 1, 2015

New Cambridge Bible Commentary,
with William Bellinger; Sabbath as
Resistance; Reality, Grief, Hope; The
Prophetic Imagination; and Journey
to the Common Good.
Brueggemann is the William
Marcellus McPheeters Professor
Emeritus of Old Testament at Columbia Theology Seminary in Decatur, Ga., where he served from 1986
until his retirement in 2003. He is
a past president of the Society of
Biblical Literature and an ordained
minister with the United Church of
Christ.
All worship services and events
are free and open to the public. The
church is located at 3031 Monticello
Blvd. in Cleveland Heights.
Peg Weissbrod is a freelance writer and
content manager for Forest Hill Church
in Cleveland Heights.

rehearsal dinner at lopez
margaritas are being shared
tempers flare
alleged bride heads to restroom to cry
he, with posse, takes a fresh-air break

personal, and limited to only seven
students. Dani Copeland, a Cleveland
Heights teacher, will lead the class,
which will meet once a week for 30
weeks, beginning in October.
There is no requirement to learn
Hebrew or Yiddish. The program will
conclude with a festive coming-of-age
ceremony.
For parents who are interested,
an informational open house is set for
Sunday, June 14, 10 a.m. to noon, at a
private home in Cleveland Heights.
Parents will have an opportunity to
ask questions, get details about the
program, and meet the teacher and
educators who developed the program.
For more information, or to
register for the June 14 open house,
contact Lois Gross at 216-321-9284,
Jim Mayer at 216-371-9937, or e-mail
jsc@jklein.com.
John Klein is a lifelong resident of the
Heights and a member of the Jewish
Secular Community, a humanistic group
founded almost 50 years ago.

			

Walter Brueggemann

june is for wedding stories.
top this one.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland
Heights who provides life-enrichment
classes and activities for senior adults
and those with physical and mental challenges through www.lovinghandsgroup.
com. She can be reached at 216-408-5578
or judith@lovinghandsgroup.com.

Jewish Secular Community offers bar and
bat mitzvah class; open house is June 14
John Klein

courtesy peg weissbrod

SENIOR SCENE

healthy and inexpensive way to
stretch a recipe. To save money,
use less meat and more beans and
grains in a recipe. Beans provide a
lot of protein and can even be a meal
themselves. Experiment with grains
you have never tried, such as quinoa,
wheat berries and couscous. Cook
large batches and freeze singleserving portions to save time.
Reducing your meat intake reduces your food costs, and can also
be a healthier way to eat. There are
many tasty and inexpensive vegetarian recipes in cookbooks and on
the internet. Exotic cuisines from
Mexico, India, Thailand and the
Middle East include many recipes
with little or no meat.
Vegetable trimmings, such as
carrot tops, onion skins, and sweet
pepper cores, can be saved to make
homemade vegetable stock. Store
them in an airtight container or baggie
in the freezer until you have enough.
To help make more healthy
choices at the grocery store, shop
around the perimeter. Fresh produce,
meats, baked goods and dairy products are located around the outside
edges of the store, while processed
foods are located down the aisles.
Although healthy foods can cost
more, they are better for you. You
might think of the additional cost as
an investment in your future. Foods
that help keep you healthy may also
decrease your healthcare and medication costs in the long run.
As always, consult with your
doctor before making any changes
to your diet.
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she returns to see table empty
assuming he has quit the deal. more tears.
she escapes, with her girlies
he returns, sees her gone, and
assumes she has cancelled wedding.
host thinks party is over and seats new group.
food arrives
yep
much confusion and more tears.
this time by server.
did they get married?
only
at LOPEZ !!

lopez southwest kitchen – tequila saloon
2196 lee road
beautiful downtown cleveland heights
216.932.9000
www.lopezonlee.com
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Rev. Cherry installed as UUSC minister

Housing Court judge
to speak at HRRC
annual meeting

Walter Nicholes

An international assembly of Unitarian Universalist (UU) ministers and
interfaith representatives gathered
with community members and congregants on April 19 to ceremonially
install Reverend Joseph M. Cherry as
the Unitarian Universalist Society of
Cleveland’s (UUSC) official minister.
In May 2014, the UUSC congregation chose Cherry to lead them.
Asked then to define his ministerial
mission, Cherry said, “I’m a minister
in a worldwide and lifesaving faith.
Part of our mission is to say that
persons can be unsure. You can say
you do or don’t believe in this or that

Reverend Joseph Cherry

30 DAYS UNLIMITED\YOGA
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP
$59

(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY)
2319 Lee Road, Cleveland
Hts. 44118
(216) 371-9760
www.atmacenter.com

@atmacenter108

courtesy joseph cherry

Experience the
Atma Center
Difference!

/atmacenter

God, and that’s OK. It’s to say that, at
this moment, you are OK as you are
and don’t need saving or redemption.
At the same time we are all capable
of spiritual growth.”
Assembled ministers attested to
efforts Cherry has initiated already,
to strengthen the community in
areas of social justice and mutual
understanding. Rev. Elaine Strawn,
minister to the UU Fellowship of
Wayne County, said in her charge to
the congregation, “Your search committee recommended, and you wisely

FREE EVENTS

ALL Z SUMMER Z LONG
for a full schedule of events

coventryvillage.
org
all events weather permitting

Saturday
Special Events

Thursday Family
Movies

All Events Are FREE

Coventry PEACE Park. 9 PM

6/20 Go Skateboarding
Saturday! Special Pop-Up
Skateboarding Park next to
Marc’s on Coventry 3-7 PM

6/11 The Lego Movie

Before the movie at 7 PM:
Big Fun presents: Kids Lego
Party

6/18 E.T. the Extra Terrestrial

Before the movie at 8 PM:
Cleveland Museum of
Natural History presents: “Is
Anybody Out There?”

Rebecca Stager has been on the HRRC
staff since 1989 and currently serves as
marketing and development associate.
Visit www.hrrc-ch.org or call 216- 3816100 for more information on programs
and services.

Voted One of the Best!

Coventry Outdoor Courtyard 1-3PM

7/2 Pee-wee’s Big
Adventure Before

6/13 Oldboy (rock)
6/27 School of Rock (rock)
7/11 Outlaws I & I (reggae)

the movie at 6:30 PM:
SpyngaFlows Presents:
Coventry Family Bike Ride.
Meet at PEACE Park Arch

Sundays in the
park

Learn how to heal
yourself with Reiki

FREE.Coventry PEACE Park.

Weekend Cult
Classic movies

Yoga in the Park
Sundays, 6/14-7/26, 6 PM
Free Outdoor Yoga with
SpyngaFlows. Bring your own
mat

Coventry PEACE Park. 9 PM

6/12 Purple Rain
7/10 Back to the Future II
Coventry Village Summer Series 2015
is supported in part by the residents of
Cuyahoga County through a public
grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
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Walter Nicholes, resident of Cleveland
Heights for more than 50 years, now
resides in Shaker Heights. He continues
to appreciate the diversity of the Heights.

SATURDAY LIVE MUSIC

6/25 The Goonies

Heights ad 1 2015.indd 1

6/27 Coventry Village Pop
Up Pinball Party! Outdoor
Pinball Party on Coventry.
Get playing tips from Pinball
experts! Prizes. Free. 12-5 PM

called, Rev. Joseph M. Cherry to be
your settled minister. Since then, you
have grown to know him better and
he you. You will work with this man
as strong lay leaders in partnership
with a determined and dedicated
minister.
“It is not easy to be a Unitarian
Universalist. In a world worshipping
power and war, we are called to bring
compassion, hope, and to stand on
the side of love. And you will do
these things. You have already started. Walk with Joe. He will be one of
you and yet a little apart—not due to
superiority but to gain perspective.
Love him. Let him love you.”
Cherry later acknowledged the
full congregation’s charge, saying,
“With a deep sense of responsibility
and obligation, I accept your invitation to serve you as your minister.”
He concluded the service with these
words: “With deep gratitude for this
day let us go out into the world practicing justice and spreading love.”
For more information about the
Unitarian Universalist Society of
Cleveland, located at 2728 Lancashire
Road in Cleveland Heights, visit
www.uucleveland.org.

Ju d g e Ra y mond L. Pianka of the
Cleveland
Housing
Court will be
the keynote
s p e a ke r a t Judge Raymond L. Pianka
the Home Repair Resource Center
(HRRC) annual meeting, to be held
on Thursday, June 18, at 7 p.m. The
topic of his presentation will be,
“Digging Out of the Housing Crisis:
The Power of Education and Prevention.”
Innovative programs developed
by the Cleveland Housing Court, often cited as best practices throughout
the country, were implemented to obtain compliance with the city’s building, housing and health codes, and
work to preserve Cleveland and its
neighborhoods. The New York Times
magazine noted the court’s increased
role in the city’s housing crisis when
it said, “No one foresaw that this
lowliest of courts would become one
of the most powerful instruments in
the city’s fight for survival.”
Prior to taking the bench in 1996,
Pianka was a Cleveland City Councilman for 10 years, then served as
founding member and first director
of the Detroit Shoreway Community
Development Organization. He has
received many civic, professional and
community awards for his dedication
and efforts on behalf of the City of
Cleveland.
The HRRC annual meeting
will be held at the College Club of
Cleveland, 2348 Overlook Road in
Cleveland Heights. The meeting will
include a brief review of the past year
and election of new HRRC board
members. All community members
are invited to attend. For more information, call HRRC at 216-381-6100
or visit www.hrrc-ch.org.

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road,
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850

Community Drum Circle
Sundays, 6/14-8/16, 7PM
Coventry P.E.A.C.E Park

				

Chip Ramsey Owner
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Call 216.408.5578 or go to
LovingHandsYoga.com
for class dates and information

Loving Hands
Yoga & Reiki
www.heightsobserver.org

courtesy hrrc

Rebecca Stager

HEIGHTS HOME & GARDEN

CH master gardener helps organize annual benefit plant sale

Lois Rose at Secrest Arboretum in Wooster.

of master gardeners, while annuals
come from Green Circle Growers [in
Oberlin]. There will be a wide variety
of plants—perennials, herbs, annuals,
shrubs, trees, houseplants and vegetables,” said Rose. “Plants will be priced
from $1 to $10, with some a bit more
if they are very large or unusual. There

GrowingHeights seeks new coordinator
Laura Marks

Gardeners are drawn to the restorative energy of soil, sunshine, sky,
water, plants and, ultimately, eating
the fruits and vegetables of their
labor. However, gardening alone in
one’s backyard can be isolating. The
alternative: community gardening.
Here in the Heights, gardeners can connect with one another
through GrowingHeights (formerly
Heights Community Garden Network), where individual and community gardeners come together to
share information, resources, food
and friendship.
Samantha Provencio has been
the coordinator of GrowingHeights
for two years. During that time, she
has combined her experience as a
gardener and garden leader with
her love of community-building,
developing relationships with, and
facilitating connections between,
gardeners. Provencio has endeavored
to make each community garden
a gathering place, with the goal of
becoming self-sufficient, with the
network helping to achieve that goal.
This summer, Provencio is moving to Virginia with her family, and
GrowingHeights is looking for a new
coordinator.
The person who replaces
Provencio as coordinator of GrowingHeights should have a love of
gardens and the people who tend
them. He or she should be capable of
maintaining the website that Provencio developed. The organization is
new and still developing. It could
grow in various ways for various purposes, depending on the talents and
interests of the new coordinator and
the people involved in the network.

GrowingHeights can draw together various community resources
to layer support for, and increase
the effectiveness of, a project or
a garden. For example, Provencio
helped the Oxford Community
Garden—first established before
1934 as part of the school garden
movement—by coordinating aid
from Home Repair Resource Center, Green Paradigm Partners, First
Unitarian Universalist Church and
Heights Community Congress.
Jeff Coryell, through Sustainable
Heights Network, initially brought
Heights gardeners together during
the drab winter of 2012. He used
his gift for facilitating gatherings to
introduce gardeners to one another
and organized them into neighborhood groups so they could identify
their hyperlocal gardening needs.
The leadership of the network of
gardeners passed to Provencio when
Coryell ran for, and was elected to,
Cleveland Heights City Council.
Coryell said, “Samantha has
done a great job. She should be commended for her energy, imagination
and hard work. There is a great need
for GrowingHeights to share information among gardeners and to help
gardeners find and join community
gardens, or start new ones. Cleveland
Heights is a great gardening town,
you just have to drive around the city
to know that, so a garden network
makes great sense for us.”
For more information about the
GrowingHeights coordinator position, contact Samantha Provencio
at provencios@gmail.com.

T-Th 10-6 • Fri 10-7 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-4

2254 Lee Rd, Cleveland Hts • (216) 321-1296 • SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com
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Family Dentistry Inc.
Call today for your back-to-school
examination with free fluoride
•
•
•
•

General and cosmetic dentistry
Specializing in ages 2-100
Fillings
Teeth whitening
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Dr. Malcolm Walters, Jr.
D.D.S. General Dentistry

(216) 382-1102 • 14100 Cedar Rd. #260
University Heights, OH 44118

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

New hours beginning June 1 st

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga
County master gardener volunteer.

Walters

Laura Marks heads ReForest City, planting trees on private property in the 216
area. Her family has lived in Cleveland
Heights more than 160 years.

Great Gifts
Grads, Teachers
and Dads

Garden, where she has been gardening since 1979.
“I have loved plants and growing
things since I was three years old,”
said Rose, who described herself as
“basically an information specialist”
in the master gardener program. “I
answer questions at the Cleveland
Botanical Garden and at the North
Union Farmers Market on Saturdays,
and on the telephone hotline (216429-8200, ext. 235; call Mondays and
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) once
a month.” She also gives talks on
garden-related topics at Tri-C and for
garden clubs.
Rose will be one of the many
MG volunteers who will be answering questions at the plant sale—from
behind a reference table and also
walking around and finding people
who might need help making plant
selections, or have questions about
their own plants.
For more information about this
year’s Plants in the Park sale, and
about Master Gardeners of Cuyahoga
County, visit www.cuyahogamg.org.

Now providing orthodontics
including braces

woodtraderframing.com

For even the most casual of gardeners,
purchasing new plants is among the
many rites of spring.
In Greater Cleveland, one of the
most anticipated spring plant sales is
the annual Master Gardener (MG)
Plants in the Park sale, which will
take place this year on June 6, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., at 6363 Selig Drive, Kiwanis
Pavilion, in Independence. The event
offers free admission, and plenty of
parking.
Lois Rose, a Cleveland Heights
resident and master gardener volunteer, is one of the organizers of
this year’s sale, which benefits the
programs of the Master Gardeners
of Cuyahoga County.
“Plants at the Plants in the Park
sale come mostly from the gardens

are also wonderful containers
filled with annuals created by
MGs.”
The organizers strive to
offer non-invasive, native
plants at the sale. “We want
to promote plants which
will not prove to be invasive
in the landscape,” explained
Rose. “Some examples of invasive plants would be Loosestrife, Vinca, Buckthorn, Star
of Bethlehem—we will have
many interesting alternatives
to these plants, including Echinacea
(purple coneflower), Liatris (Blazing
Star) and Rudbeckia (Black-eyed
Susan).
“We try to insure that all plants
are labeled with pertinent information, such as bloom time and details
of how to grow. Thousands of plants
disappear quickly at the sale, and
there is always a line before the sale
opens at 9 a.m. Master gardeners are
there to answer questions, and help
carry your purchases.”
A master gardener since 1998,
Rose has lived in Cleveland Heights
since 1976, and is a retired clinical
psychologist. She is a co-leader of
the Hampshire Road Community
KIM SERGIO INGLIS

Kim Sergio Inglis

Flights of Fancy

Come to Wood Trader for beautiful
art and inspired treatments

Get $20 off on
framing over $100

(One discount per visit)
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education Meeting highlights
APRIL 14, 2015
[Special meeting with the strategic planning
committee]

APRIL 21, 2015
All board members were present.
Facilities expenditures
The board approved the revised Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) for the kitchen,
landscape and fence package. Total value
is $259,496; $250,000 was budgeted.
The board also approved a change order to
cover further repairs needed for the Wiley
theater and a rooftop air handler unit for the
auto-tech space at Delisle Center.

Cathan Bricker

while classroom costs have fallen by 1 percent.
She stated that the district received straight A’s in
the state report card’s Value Added category—
a measurement of yearly gains made by the full
spectrum of district students.
Resident Diane Hallum, speaking as one
of a group opposed to the levy, defended the
administrative/classroom cost statistics that she
publicized, stating that she had obtained them
from the Ohio Department of Education website.
Math curriculum
The board adopted the grades 6–12 math curriculum for the coming school year.

Facilities planning
The board was updated on the facilities planning. The Cleveland Heights Planning Commission approved the site plan, including parking
on Washington Boulevard. A five-page list of
sustainable strategies indicated that most were
incorporated into the plans. Items that were not
incorporated were due to cost.

NEOLA
NEOLA’s updated Ohio policies were presented on second reading. Board President Nancy
Peppler requested information on the district’s
human resources in order to comply with policy
2413, which requires that career advisers meet
with students once every semester beginning in
sixth grade.

Clock tower
The clock tower will be repaired.

Student activities
The board approved membership in the Ohio
High School Athletic Association. They also approved a field trip to the statewide Power of the
Pen competition for Monticello Middle School
students who have already won the regional
competition.

Math curriculum
The board heard a first reading of the math curriculum series for grades 6–12. Robert Swaggard, coordinator of educational services, reported on the work of the committee and the
piloting of two series this past year. The series,
Larson Big Ideas, has a technology component.
Testing
The board heard a report on district testing and
how it informs instruction.
LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.
MAY 4, 2015
All board members were present.
Awards and recognitions
Sixteen Heights High students were recognized for serving on the Superintendent’s
Student Cadre, which meets monthly with
Superintendent Talisha Dixon. Certificates of
Courage were awarded to three elementary
students, one from Gearity Elementary School,
who worked to improve school lunches, and
two from Boulevard Elementary School, who
worked to get a crosswalk at Lee and Somerton roads. Thirty-five teachers were awarded
tenured teacher status.
Heights High design
Architect Gary Balog reported on minor changes made during the past month to the almostcompleted design for Heights High.
Public comments
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, one of three levy cochairs, refuted what she believes are misleading claims made by a group of citizens who
oppose the levy, including an allegation that
administrative costs have risen while classroom
costs have fallen significantly. She stated that
administrative costs have fallen by 9 percent

Coventry building
In order to streamline operations, the district has
been advised to enter into one-year lease agreements beginning July 1 with all entities leasing
space at the Coventry building. The board approved such lease agreements with the Coventry
Village Children’s Center, Ensemble Theatre, Family Connections, Reaching Heights, FutureHeights,
Lake Erie Ink, Cleveland Heights High School
Alumni Foundation, and Heights Waldorf School.
Finances
Treasurer Scott Gainer presented, and the
board accepted, the five-year financial forecast.
Gainer explained that the five-year forecast is
not substantially different from October’s report
because whether the school levy will pass and
whether the district will keep its state guarantee
are unknown. He also explained that, due to a
negotiated agreement to pay teachers over 12
months, instructional expenses for 2013–14 appear to dip when in fact they were only distributed over a different time period.

LWV Observer: Nancy Dietrich.

Kristin Hughes

Angee Shaker

Brennan’s Colony

2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

Voted ‘Best of the Heights’
brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010
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Cathan Bricker is the communications
administrative assistant for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights City
School District.

CH-UH athletic director Hughes resigns

Board president’s report
Peppler praised Superintendent Dixon’s involvement with teaching staff. She announced that
Heights finished third out of 37 teams in the Robotics Competition and that a groundbreaking
for the high school renovation project would take
place on May 12.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.

coordinator; she has played a vital
role in getting us here. Observe our
classes and you will see that learning is relevant and fun, which is
what keeps our students engaged,”
said McNichols.
The MYP requires at least 50
hours of teaching time for each
subject group, in each year of the
program. The program emphasizes
action in the local community while
understanding the larger world
context in which students live and
function.
Starting in the 2015–16 school
year, all eighth-grade students will
be required to design, implement
and exhibit a community service
project that will benefit the local
community while also building on
student interest. After finishing
the MYP, students are prepared
for further education, including
national and international courses
of study, and certifications within
IB for high school students.
In the CH-UH City School District, Roxboro Elementary is also
an authorized IB World School.
Oxford, Noble, Fairfax and Canterbury elementary schools are IB
candidates, and Monticello Middle
School is a “school of interest” this
year for IB.

Roxboro Middle School has been
authorized to become an International Baccalaureate (IB) World
School for the three-year Middle
Years Programme (MYP).
T he IB prog ra m, wh ich is
implemented in more than 4,000
schools worldwide, emphasizes rigorous study and a focus on providing relevance within a global context. The MYP curriculum includes
eight subject groups, encouraging
students to make practical connections between their studies and the
real world. There are currently 544
schools in the U.S. that offer the IB
MYP.
“We are thrilled to become an
authorized IB World School. The
IB distinction will provide our capable staff with the tools necessary
to teach students to one day become
caring, thoughtful leaders in the
Heights community and out in the
world,” said Patrick McNichols,
Roxboro Middle School principal.
Roxboro Middle School began
the application process to become
an IB World School four years ago.
After a school applies for candidacy, the IB organization works with
the school to instill the program
structure and ensure staff receive
the necessary professional development.
“It’s a very rigorous process but
we’re so proud of the results we’re
seeing. Melissa Garcar is our MYP

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

A summary of this meeting can be found online
at www.heightsobserver.org.

Roxboro Middle is named
an IB World School

Kristin Hughes, the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District’s director of athletics,
is resigning to accept the position of
Director of Athletics for Smith College in Northampton, Mass. Hughes
received her Master of Science in
exercise and sports studies from
Smith, and will be returning to her
alma mater to oversee the college’s
athletics program, beginning in July.
“This has been a very difficult
decision,” said Hughes. “The CHUH school district means so much
to me. It has been an ideal home and
community for me and my family,
and I truly cherish the people I have
14

been so fortunate to work with. The
professionals in our Heights schools
have motivated me to work hard
and raise the bar for our athletes.
Tiger Nation is a very special place.
I knew that it would take a once-ina-lifetime opportunity to make me
even consider leaving, but that’s what
has come about. I am very excited
about the challenges that await me at
Smith College, but I will always have
a special place in my heart for the
students, staff, families and residents
of Tiger Nation.”
“Kristin has been an outstanding
leader for our district and a truly
valued member of our Tiger Nation
community,” said Superintendent
Talisa L. Dixon. “While we are all
very sad to see her go, we know that
this is a uniquely special opportunity
for her, and we fully support Kristin
in this decision. I am confident that
she will thrive at Smith as she has
thrived in our district. We will miss
her and we wish her the very best in
this next stage of her career.”
The district will soon begin accepting applications from candidates
to oversee district athletics.
Angee Shaker is director of communications for Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District.
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Heights High ceremony honors past, looks to the future

Members of the Citizens for Heights Schools group break ground for the new Heights High.

about their experiences at Heights
High, and student musicians from the
Heights High Symphony, A Cappella
choir and the Gospel Choir performed.
The marching band performed an

Will Pritts, a Heights High junior,
introduced the video he produced,
featuring interviews with alumni, and
historic photos and film clips.
Four student representatives spoke

Heights High musicians
select colleges and majors

Retiring special education coordinator honored

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Cathan Bricker

Some of the Heights High students who plan to study music in college (from left): Arsean Cox,
Ian Bartz, Mason Spencer, Eli Kauffman, Celia van den Bogert, Maya Fields and Ann Zicari.

Florence D’Emilia

This year’s graduates of Cleveland
Heights High School will be attending
some of the nation’s best music
schools in the fall.
Heights High’s outstanding music
students were well-prepared for the
competitive auditions that secured
the coveted spots. Through the high
school’s music program, students
perform a challenging repertoire and
are provided with opportunities to play
in the school’s orchestras, bands, jazz
ensembles and small chamber groups.
The following 2015 graduates
ha ve plans to major in music
performance or composition: Maya
Fields at Eastman School of Music,
Eli Kauffman at University of
Pittsburgh, Mason Spencer at Indiana
University Bloomington, Celia van
den Bogert at University of Michigan,

and Ann Zicari at Oberlin College
Conservatory of Music. Ian Bartz and
Arsean Cox plan to minor in music.
STEM subjects comprise the next
most popular area of study for the
nearly three dozen instrumentalists
who are graduating in June. Rigorous
coursework, including honors and
advanced placement classes, prepared
the students to pursue chemical and
electrical engineering, chemistry,
biology, pre-med, physical therapy
and nursing.
Diversity, which is valued and
nurtured at Heights High, is reflected
in the choice of majors, such as
international business, economics
and history, criminology, psychology
and linguistics. Two students plan to
study education.
Florence D’Emilia is a Cleveland Heights
resident and parent of a Heights High student.

4-7, tue-fri

$5 menu items
$5 drink specials
live music fri+sat

of intervention specialists as highly
qualified curricular experts equal
to their content peers. Further, she
has assisted in the establishment of
co-teaching as a core instructional
approach for the district.
Prior to joining the CH-UH
district in 2005, Munoz served as
the principal of Sunbeam School in
the Cleveland Metropolitan School
District. During her tenure, Sunbeam
was a pre-K through eighth-grade
school where at least half of the
student population was identified
as having intellectual or physical
impairments.
Cathan Bricker is the communications
administrative assistant for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City School
District.

Your neighbor; your plumber
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
• Water tanks & heating
systems
• Eco-friendly updates
• Fully trained, licensed,
bonded & insured
• Residential & commercial
Mention this ad for 10% off

3099 mayfield road | cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 | 216 321.0477
tuesday-thurdsay 4-10 | friday + saturday 4-11
rockefellerscleveland.com | facebook.com/rockefellerscleveland

			

Ho l l y Mu n o z ,
coordinator of
special education
for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District,
was honored on
May 15 for her Holly Munoz
accomplishments in working with
students with disabilities and special
needs.
Jeff Johnston, director of
student services for the CH-UH
district, nominated Munoz for the
Outstanding Educator Achievement
Award, bestowed by the Educational
Service Center of Cuyahoga County
(ESC-CC) and State Support Team
Region 3.
“Dr. Munoz is most deserving of
this prestigious award. Her passion
for serving students with disabilities
inspires me every day,” said Johnston.
“She is an energetic leader with a deep
knowledge of instructional practice.
She is fearless when it comes to
making changes and adapting our
educational programs to fit the needs
of our students. As she approaches
her retirement in June, I can think
of no better way to recognize her
remarkable career.”
According to Johnston, Munoz
has helped facilitate the selection and
adoption of reading, math and transition curriculum. She has advocated
and supported the establishment
the
ing
Serv ghts
Hei 989
e1
sinc

happy hour
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energetic finale, marching into the
courtyard to the school’s signature
song, “Eye of the Tiger.”
Alumni, including members of the
classes of ’33 and ’36, helped bury a time
capsule. The groundbreaking portion
of the ceremony included many of the
community members and staff who
have been instrumental in the district’s
facilities project.
The Heights High building
at the corner of Cedar and Lee
roads will close for two years for the
construction project. During that
time, high school students will attend
the temporary Heights High on the
Wiley campus on Miramar Boulevard
in University Heights.
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Heights High farewell ceremony
and groundbreaking on May 12
brought together alumni, current
st udents, fa milies, communit y
members and staff to honor the
school’s history and look forward to
a bright future. The future of Heights
High includes a renovated building at
the current site, with construction to
begin this June.
The ceremony included a welcome
by Superintendent Talisa L. Dixon,
and comments by Dennis Wilcox,
Cleveland Heights mayor; Zoraba
Ross, principal; Eric Silverman,
board of education member and
alumni foundation president; and
Gary Balog, lead architect.

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Joy Henderson

($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

216-691-2300 • herbsplumbing@sbcglobal.net
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HEIGHTS LIBRARY

Summer reading explores heroes and legends
Julia Murphy

Children are often asked to think
about who their hero is—someone
who inspires them to learn more,
work harder or be a better person.
Adults? Not so much. Maybe adults
are busy trying to be someone’s hero,
but it’s useful at all ages to have
someone to inspire us.
This summer, people of a ll
ages are invited to think about
what it means to be a hero through
the Heroes and Legends summer
reading programs at the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public
Library. The programs will explore
heroes through films, books, games,
discussions, explorations, roaming
the wonders of history, admiring
the beauties of art, sparking the
imagination, and going on quests
big and small, across the globe and
right here at home.

For infa nts through pre-K,
the Tiny Titans program includes
activities for parents to use with
their children to promote early
literacy, such as singing a song
with their child. In the Every Hero
Has a Stor y program, children
from kindergarten through age
12 will work to complete 16 hours
of reading, four math activities
and two “noble deed” volunteer
activities to win free passes and
annual family passes to cultural
institutions, such as the Cleveland
Metroparks Zoo and Great Lakes
Science Center. There will also be
children’s programs at all branches,
featuring magicians, musicians and
the Bubble Lady throughout the
summer, with a final party on Aug.
6 at the Lee Road Library.
The teen progra m, Libra r y
League of Heroes, encourages teens

to add to the Tree of Heroes, join
the Comic Book Reading Club, or
drop by Super Hero Cinema every
Wednesday afternoon at the Lee
Road Library. Those who complete
the entire program are entered into
a raffle for a Kindle Fire.
For adults, the theme expands
to include programs on heroic tales,
mythology, folklore and real-life
adventures. For every book read,
a participant will be eligible for a
weekly drawing for prizes, including
one of three grand prizes: a Bag of
Loot, with gift cards valued at $50;
a Treasure Chest, with $100 in gift
cards; and a Samsung Galaxy Tab 4
Nook.
In Ju ly, (Super)Heroes, a n
interactive exhibit in the Lee Road
Art Gallery, will help visitors think
about who their favorite superhero
is, who their real-life hero is, and

to Kurosawa’s Seven Samurai, from
Joan of Arc to Harvey Pekar, we’ll
follow the thread of the Outlier
who achieves heroic (or anti-heroic)
status, and becomes the stuff of
legend.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Thursday, June 25, 6 p.m.
Game Night for Grown-ups. Unleash
your inner game master and test
your wits against your friends’ in
a night of adventure and mystery.
Play old favorites like Settlers of
Catan, try something new, or bring
your own favorite board games and
expansions. A featured game will be
Betrayal at House on the Hill.

Friday, June 26, 1 p.m.
Zap’s Magic and Thrill Show. To celebrate summer reading, Zap will be
performing wondrous feats of magic
and skill for families and kids of all
ages. Registration begins June 12.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Tuesday, June 30, 7 p.m.
Outsiders, Outlaws, and Outcasts: The
Fabric of Folk Heroes. Every culture
has tales of ordinary people whose
vision and bravery often take unexpected forms. From Robin Hood

APRIL 20, 2015
All board members were present.
Annual report from Dobama
Julie Friedman, Dobama Theatre’s managing
director, presented Dobama’s annual report
to the board. Next fall will be its seventh season at the library and its 56th season overall.
Friedman said that Dobama appreciates the
new signage indicating its presence in the
Lee Road Annex/HKIC building, as well as
the increased traffic from people using the
computer center near its area. There has
been a 30-percent increase in attendance
over the past two seasons, and in the current
season every production exceeded its ticket
revenue goals. “A Civil War Christmas” this
past holiday season was the most highly attended and highest-grossing production ever.
Dobama has become an Equity theatre,
and is the only full-time small professional theater in the Cleveland area.
While Dobama’s partnership with the
library is its primary partnership, it has also
partnered with MOCA Cleveland and Interplay Jewish Theatre.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Thursday, June 4, 6:30 p.m.
Cross-Stitch Heroes. Craft geeks and
comic book nerds unite. We’ll be
using cross-stitch to create images
from favorite comic books and cartoons. Come geek out with us and
learn a fun new hobby while you’re
at it. Materials will be provided.
Beginners welcome; for children and
school-aged kids.

Resignation of fiscal officer
Fiscal Officer Jana Nassif resigned to take
a job at the Westlake Library. Nancy Levin,
Heights Libraries director, will serve as interim fiscal officer. Amy Gerson was given the
oath of office to be appointed as deputy
fiscal officer.
Staffing for Sunday afternoons
Six vacancies were filled to allow full staffing as all the libraries prepare to open on
Sunday afternoons.

HEIGHTS LAX CAMP
lacrosse camp for
session
session
l o c at i o n :

4 th

grade - rising freshmen

1: June 15-18, 9 am-noon

Balanced Scorecard Measures of
Success
Highlights of the Balanced Scorecard Measures of Success for 2014–15 included visits of
the Mobile Tech Lab to the Cleveland Heights
Recreation Center and University Heights City
Hall; the Baby Brain Time program at partner
Family Connections; children’s programming
focused on National Save a Spider Day; and
employment law training for staff.

2: June 29-July 2, 9 am-noon

Denison Field 1015 Quarry Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH
cost:

$150

coaching staff

3 Cleveland Heights Alumnae + Division I College players
Eve Tranchito + Kelly Jones + Zoe Jones
For questions e-mail us at heightslaxcamp@gmail.com

Library receives media coverage
Media mentions of library programs included
Plain Dealer coverage of the Local Authors se-

or call 216.577.1179
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Julia Murphy is the marketing assistant
for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

What’s going on at your library?
With summer reading programs
offered at all four Heights Libraries
branches—and with programs for
all ages—there’s no excuse for being
bored this summer. Here are some
June program highlights:

what their real-life super power
may be. Visitors will be invited to
participate with a Post-it note wall,
and to step into the (Super)Hero
set, complete with a comic book
background, where they can take
pictures or act out their favorite
heroic moments.
Part of this project will involve
recording visitors on a stop-motion
camera as they participate in the
activities. These images will be
shared on social media and other
outlets.
Summer reading programs run
from June 1 to Aug. 7. For more
information, stop by any Heights
library, call 216-932-3600 or visit
www.heightslibrary.org.
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ries at Coventry Village Library in the Sunday
arts section, and inclusion of the University
Heights Library’s Cultural Encounters film series in the Friday magazine.
A well-documented Website Quarterly
Report included material from Google Analytics. A highlight was a new blog format
for librarian reading recommendations that
has boosted user hits from around 200 per
month to 2,200 per month.
University Heights Library renovation
At least six area firms have expressed interest in submitting quotes for the UH Library
renovation. A mandatory walk-through was
scheduled for April 16.
Maker space
The Youth Services Department is working
on a small “maker space” for older children.
The maker movement is now popular and focuses on encouraging creativity, often using
recycled material, and tools that are not often
found in ordinary households.
March public service report highlights:
• With the Cleveland Natural History Museum, the library presented the first of a threepart series on Seed Stories: How Plants Begin, for the science and nature study group.
• The Springtime in Paris series included a
docent-led tour of Cleveland Art Museum’s
French impressionist works, for the art study
group.
• For the March Cedar-Coventry author series, Dan Coyle discussed the principles of
excellence discovered in his research for
The Talent Code.
• Aurora Martinez, University Heights librarian, and Jackie Mayse, technology trainer,
worked with University Heights Councilwoman Nancy English to plan and present
an iPad training session for council members, who have been issued iPads.
•
Dr. Seuss’ birthday was celebrated at
Noble Neighborhood Library with games,
activities, books and cupcakes.
•
University Heights Library hosted AARP
volunteers who provided tax help on Thursdays throughout March.
LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.
Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 5.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

James Henke

Harry Bacharach started taking
piano lessons when he was in first
grade at Noble Elementary School
in Cleveland Heights. Now, more
than three decades later, he is a
professional pianist and singer who
plays all around Northeast Ohio.
Bach a rach , 39 , g re w up i n
Cleveland Heights. His birth name
was Ari Friedman. In addition to
attending Noble Elementary, he
also went to Monticello Middle
School and Heights High, and sang
in the choirs of all three schools. He
dropped out of high school during
his sophomore year, attended Taylor Academy in Cleveland Heights
and then got his GED. He then
attended the University of Oregon
in Eugene, where he studied anthropology.
When he was a child, his parents were into music. “They always
sang a lot,” said Bacharach. “They
would sing at dinner, and that got
me interested in music.” He took
piano lessons for two years, and
his father taught him some piano
chords. When he was 15, he started
playing bass guitar. After dropping out of high school, he and a
friend formed a band called Herb
’n Rhythm.
In addition to music, Bacharach
also liked baking. When he dropped
out of high school, he started working at a bagel store, and when he was
in Oregon, he worked at a bakery.
After college, Bacharach moved to

Brooklyn, N.Y., where he had six
different baking jobs.
When he returned to Cleveland, in 2001, he took a job at On
the Rise, the bakery that had just
opened on Fairmount Boulevard
in Cleveland Heights. In 2002, he
decided he wanted to start playing
music again.
“Once I realized I couldn’t get
solo gigs playing bass, I decided
to go back to piano,” he said. He
started taking lessons from Greg
Slawson, a Cleveland Heights piano
teacher. He also had informal lessons with several Cleveland pianists,
including Joe Hunter, George Foley
and Jackie Warren.
After a few years of lessons,
Bacharach started playing at various locations around Cleveland,
including the Barking Spider Tavern and That Place on Bellflower,
located in the space now occupied
by L’Albatros Brasserie & Bar in
University Circle.
He a lso decided to cha nge
his name. “I was thinking about
musicians like Harry Connick and
Harry Belafonte and, of course,
Burt Bacharach,” he said. “I always
say that I am Burt’s great nephew,
but that he’s not my great uncle! So
that’s how I came up with my name.”
By 2010, Bacharach was having enough success as a pianist and
singer that he decided to leave On
the Rise. He has released two CDs:
Live, which came out in 2006, and
Velvet Tango, released in 2008. Live
was recorded at the Barking Spider,

and features Bacharach on piano,
Ray DeForest on bass, Rob Williams on sax, Ray King on drums
and Tom Schaeffer on guitar. Velvet
Tango was recorded at the Velvet
Tango Room in Ohio City.
In 2010, Bacharach was wrapping up a show at Nighttown when
someone from the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel called and said that Stevie
Wonder wanted to come to the restaurant and get dinner. Nighttown
asked Bacharach to stay and play
music for Wonder while he ate. “It
was really amazing,” Bacharach said.
“Stevie got up and sang ‘Imagination’ with me, and then I got to hang
out with him.” Wonder asked him
to write a song for his daughter’s
birthday. “Stevie had written ‘Isn’t
She Lovely?’ about his daughter,
so I wrote a song called ‘She Most
Certainly Is.’ ”
Bacharach had a similar experience in 2009. He was playing at
Bice Ristorante, which used to be at
Tower City in downtown Cleveland.
Barry Manilow was performing at
the Quicken Loans Arena, and after the concert he came to Bice for
dinner. The restaurant asked Bacharach to stay and play for Manilow. “I
was playing ‘And the Angels Sing,’
a Benny Goodman song, and Barry
came over and started talking to
me,” Bacharach said.
Bacha rach now has severa l
regular gigs around town. Every
Wednesday he plays at Bin 216 in
Playhouse Square. On Thursday
nights, he plays at the Paris Room in

JAMES HENKE

Harry Bacharach has a lifelong love of music

Harry Bacharach at his home in University
Heights.

Chagrin Falls, and every Friday he
performs at Marotta’s on Lee Road
in Cleveland Heights. On June 13,
Bacharach will perform at Nighttown.
He also performs regularly at
several old-age homes around Cleveland, and he does private events.
Bacharach lives with his girlfriend, Stacy Siddle, on Raymont
Boulevard in University Heights.
They have a dog, Marge, and two
cats, Ponch and Leon. “I love the
diversity of the Heights area,” he
said. “And I love being so close to
Cain Park. I take my dog over there
for walks almost every day. I also
love the fact that I can play gigs all
around the area and make a living at
it. I’m just as fortunate as can be.”
James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, was a writer and editor at Rolling
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also
the author of several books, including
biographies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley.

The Most Beautiful Place to Learn Music in Cleveland

THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT
OpEN TO ALL // GENErOUS FINANCIAL AId

THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT wELCOMES EvEryONE INTErESTEd IN
pUrSUING CrEATIvE ExprESSION THrOUGH MUSIC. FOUNdEd MOrE
THAN A CENTUry AGO TO wELCOME NEw ArrIvALS TO CLEvELANd
FrOM FOrEIGN LANdS, TMS IS A HAvEN OF MUSIC FOr pEOpLE OF
ALL AGES, FINANCIAL CONdITIONS, ANd LEvELS OF ExpErIENCE.

ENrOLL TOdAy: BEGIN yOUr jOUrNEy THIS SUMMEr AT
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL pLACE TO LEArN MUSIC IN

CLEvELANd

www.THEMUSICSETTLEMENT.OrG

AppLy NOw: prESCHOOL,
dAy SCHOOL, &
KINdErGArTEN
First in CLE with Five Stars,
Step Up to Quality

Early Childhood School Programs

Full curriculum = music, arts,
science, cooking, and language
for children ages 3-6.

Early Childhood // Music Therapy // Music Instruction
Our programs are generously funded by:

Music for All: www.TheMusicSettlement.org
(216) 421-5806 xt. 100
The Music Settlement, 11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland 44106

Heights Observer June 1, 2015

			

17

www.heightsobserver.org

COMMUNITY
HEIGHTS ARTS
NEWS

Heights Arts presents collaborative exhibit and music in June
Mary Ryan

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Before-and-after photos of the St. Baldrick’s Foundation head-shaving fundraiser in March will be
the focus of a one-day exhibition on June 14.

a coming together to end childhood
cancer, and support of neighbors and
families who have been touched by
the disease.
“Here and There, Now and
Then” is a collaborative, interactive
art project between Heights Arts and
the Mandel Jewish Community Center, that seeks to answer the question:
Where did we come from? It gathers
written and visual stories about how
people got to Cleveland: Where their
parents and grandparents started out,
and what brought them from that
place, then, to this place, now. The

Open Saturdays Year Round
8:00AM to 1:00PM

Wednesdays late May thru November
10:00AM to 1:00PM

Rob Lucarelli

Call 216-249-5455
or go to www.coitmarket.org

Many of Cleveland Heights artist Julianne Edberg’s works of art involve
imaginative uses of paper. A weaver,
quilter, bookbinder and book creator,
fashion designer, seamstress and
graphic designer, Edberg invented
a technique of tying together paper
tiles to create three-dimensional
objects. Her work will be on view
at the Howson Gallery at Judson in
an exhibition titled “The Sum of Its
Parts: Collages and Sculptures by
Julianne Edberg,” through July 8.
Edberg received a B.F.A. with a
major in weaving from the Cleveland
Institute of Art, and worked for many
years as a graphic designer at Cuyahoga
Community College. Recently, she
studied bookbinding with Barbara
Mauriello at the Haystack Mountain
School of Crafts in Maine, and with
Randi Parkhurst at the Penland School
of Crafts in North Carolina.

15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

Renovations, Remodels and Repairs

 Residential Renovations

 Storage Solutions

 Kitchen and Bathroom

 General Home

Remodels

Mary Ryan works at Heights Arts, a
nonprofit community arts organization.

Cleveland Heights artist’s exhibition
showcases 3-D works in paper

Coit Road Farmers’ Market
Fresh Local Food
In Your Neighborhood

exhibition opens June 15 at the Mandel JCC, with a community workshop
5–8 p.m., and runs through Aug. 2.
“We have created many offsite art projects before—such as
Fencepiration and Knitscape—and
we are thrilled to give people an opportunity to creatively explore their
heritage,” said Rachel Bernstein,
Heights Arts executive director.
A Heights Arts facilitator/artist
and staff from Lake Erie Ink began
working with community groups
in May.
All are invited to contribute to

Improvement Projects

 Doors and Windows

Kevin Pajek, Owner

(216) 618-2008

COURTESY HOWSON GALLERY

A celebration of a band of dads, baldness and our cultural roots are on tap
at Heights Arts this month.
On June 6, at 7 p.m., the DadBand
will perform a free concert of classical, pop, jazz, folk, Latin, and children’s songs at the Heights Arts Lee
Road gallery. DadBand is a quartet of
performers and teachers—all dads—
who live and work in the Cleveland
area. Members Dan Heim and James
Rhodes play viola, and Derek Snyder
and Nick Diodore play cello. Each
has performed in concerts throughout the United States and Europe.
Their choice of music is frequently
inspired by their children and students, which creates a compelling
experience for all ages.
In collaboration with The St. Baldrick’s Foundation and Lake Erie Ink,
Heights Arts will exhibit sensitive
creative writing pieces and portraits
of Heights residents who “braved
the shave” at this year’s March 15 St.
Baldrick’s Foundation fundraiser. The
photos will show participants both
before and after the shave.
The one-day ex hibition, on
June 14, 12–4 p.m., celebrates both

the project either individually, or
through group art and writing workshops. Storytelling and illustration
(creative writing, poetry, prose and
drawing in a variety of mediums) will
be made and collected, and participants will place pins on a map corresponding to where their family or the
work they’ve created is from. Stories
and illustrations from the exhibition
will be compiled into book format at
the end of the summer.
To contribute individual written
or visual stories, pick up a participation form at Heights Arts, 2175 Lee
Road, Cleveland Heights, at the
Mandel JCC, 26001 S. Woodland
Blvd., Beachwood, or download an
online participation form at www.
heightsarts.org/exhibitions/here-andthere. Art and stories should be
returned to Heights Arts for display
in the exhibition.
Free workshops for community,
church or school groups that would
like to create together can be scheduled by contacting Kris Platko at
216-371-3457 ext. 104 or kplatko@
heightsarts.org.

Jacket, by Julianne Edberg.

In recent years, her work has appeared at the Morgan Conservatory,
Good Goat Gallery, Heights Arts
Gallery and Lakeland Community
College.
The Howson Gallery is located
at Judson Park retirement community, 1801 Chestnut Hills Drive, in
Cleveland Heights. Gallery hours
are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily. Admission
is free. For more information, visit
www.judsonsmartliving.org.
Rob Lucarelli is director of communications for Judson Services Inc.

Presenting Sponsor:

Sunday, June 7 | Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
7:30 a.m. to Noon, Rain or Shine

There’s still time to join us! Walkers receive full-day admission to the Zoo and Rainforest,
a limited-edition t-shirt, complimentary beverages, healthy snacks and more. Enjoy entertainment and activities for
children of all ages, plus the chance to honor the memory of your loved one.

$25 for individuals | $60 for families
Register as a virtual walker! Unable to attend on June 7? You can still make a difference. Your donation honors
those who have gone before us and supports all of the community-based resources we offer. And the funds you raise
help improve the well-being of the patients and families currently in our care.
Thank You to Our Sponsors

InCahootz

Federated Securities Corp.

The AdCom Group

hospicewr.org/walk
Heights Observer June 1, 2015
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McElfresh and McGaughey—saving lives with music
SONGS AND
STORIES

David Budin

I’m always saying that the Heights
Choir saved my life. It’s true. I was
headed in the wrong direction.
Probably a few wrong directions.
And even though I’d been singing
and performing music professionally since I was around 13 years old,
I did not get into the choir in my
first year of high school—which, in
those years, was the 10th grade—
because of my grades.
I brought my grades up a little,
just enough, and auditioned for the
choir at the end of 10th grade and
was allowed in for the next school
year. Not only was it going to be my
first year in the choir, but it would
also be that of our new director,
Claire McElfresh, who had served
for several years as the director of
the Men’s Chorus and Girl’s Glee
Club.
The choir began its year two
weeks before the school year started, meeting twice a day for a couple
of hours each time. The very first
minute of the first of those sessions
set me on a course I’m still following, nearly 50 years later.
The choir was seated in the
school’s fourth-floor choir room.
Mr. McElfresh, whom we all called
Mac, had us sing a chord. It sounded
good to me. But Mac stopped us and
said, “You sound like high-school
kids.” Many of us high-school kids
said, “We ARE high-school kids.”
And Mac said, “But you don’t have
to sound like it.”
Hmm . . . THIS sounds interesting, I thought. Mac said, “Do
this,” and gave us a couple of tips
for how to sing differently, and had
us sing that same chord again. The
sound this time was so dramatically
different that it was breathtaking;
it gave me chills. I thought (though
not in words): I’m going to stick
around; if that big a change can
come about so easily, I want to find
out what else can happen.

So I did stick around. Within
a few weeks, and with much more
instruction and direction from
Mac, we no longer sounded like
high-school kids. We sounded,
as so many have said, like adults
and like professionals. We started
learning pieces that were way
beyond what most school choirs
could do. Mac also recognized my
raw talent and encouraged me to
use it. He allowed me to sing my
own songs in our concerts. He
let me arrange pieces for smaller
ensembles to perform. He often
invited me to sit in his office to
talk about music and the music
business.
The Heights Choir was the
one and only reason I ever set foot
in the school. As soon as the final
choir concert and subsequent choir
recording were completed, about a
month before my class graduated, I
quit school. (Short several credits, I
wasn’t about to graduate, anyway.)
Within a year, I was in New
York, playing in a rock band and
opening shows for major artists.
In another year, I was signed to a
recording contract and a publishing
contract, and was also working as
an arranger and producer. I’m still
doing all of those things.
About 15 years ago, I found
out that the school board was
considering eliminating the vocal
music program at Heights, and I
played a small part in reversing
that decision. I also became aware
that the choir was in ruins—tiny,
undisciplined and, despite several
very talented kids, pretty awfulsounding. Concerts drew audiences
of about 40 people, most of whom
talked all the way through them.
I won’t tell the story here,
but I took action, in several ways,
that put the school’s vocal music
program back on track. It’s a good
story, but I don’t have the space
to tell it, and I believe it would
hurt a few people’s feelings. But
it’s true. I take credit for it. And
it’s one of the things in my life of
which I am proudest.
I will say this much: When
the vocal music director resigned,
I pushed the school’s principal to

put together a search committee,
including me, and to advertise for
the position, and to do whatever
was needed to hire not just a new
director, but the right one.
Luckily, Craig McGaughey applied. During his interview, I asked
him, “How do you maintain the
discipline that’s necessary to create a great choir, while still making
the experience fun for the kids?”
His answer: “The reward is in the
results.” I said to myself—and then,
later, to the committee—“This is
the guy. That’s how it worked under
McElfresh.”
McGaughey got hired and
immediately turned the vocal
music department around, greatly
increasing its numbers and, especially, its quality. And its audiences. The choir has become one
of the school’s, and school system’s,
greatest goodwill ambassadors.
McGaughey also reinstated the
annual schoolwide musical production. And he has taken the

department’s groups all over the
country, and beyond, to perform
and compete.
Craig McGaughey is retiring
at the end of this school year. All
I can say is: Thank you for all of
your very hard work in restoring
the vocal music department—and
maybe even saving some more kids’
lives.
Actually, that’s not all I can
say. I can also say to the school’s
administrators: I hope you have
either already found someone great
to take his place or are in the process of doing that. And if not, let
me know, and I will be more than
happy to help.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the
former editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern Ohio Live, an
author, and a professional musician
and comedian. His writing focuses
on the arts and, especially, pop-music
history.

MJM Window Restoration
Why replace?
Your existing windows can work like new!
• Sticky windows
• Broken ropes

• Cracked glass
• Weather stripping

You’ll save thousands!
30 yrs. experience • Ask about our winter discount

(216) 321-7729 mjmwindowrestoration.com

OPEN
HOUSE
at Tri-C

Take advantage of this great opportunity to discover the
quality progams, affordability and convenience that is
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®).

Saturday, June 6, 2015
10 a.m. - noon

YOU THINK
YOU KNOW US,
BUT YOU DON’T

METROPOLITAN CAMPUS
Liberal Arts, Room 102
2900 Community College Ave.
Cleveland

• Explore Academic Options
• Learn the Enrollment and
Financial Aid Steps
• Tour the Campus

ld
Chi re
Ca able
il
ava

9 weekly classes to choose from
Contact Mary Beth: (440) 655-5394
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Where futures begin
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marybethmccnn@gmail.com
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Klez from Kleveland music plays at Cain Park
Yidd i she Cup, t he C le vel a nd
Heights-based klezmer band, mixes
soul music with klezmer at the 37th
annual Workmen’s Circle Concert
in the Park on Sunday, June 28, 7
p.m., at Cain Park’s Evans Amphitheater. Admission is free; tickets
are not necessary.
Two years ago, Yiddishe Cup
first collaborated with soul singer
Tamar Gray of Cleveland Heights.
Gray is the vocal music teacher at
Fairfax Elementary School. At Cain
Park, the band will debut a mash-up
of “Tradition” from “Fiddler on the
Roof” and the Temptations’ “Ball of
Confusion.”
In her youth, Gray belonged to
the Worldwide Church of God, a

SHANE WYNN

Bert Stratton

Yiddishe Cup (from left): Steve Ostrow, Irwin Weinberger, Tamar Gray, Don Friedman, Bert Stratton,
Alan Douglass, Alice Stratton.

Christian denomination that adhered closely to the Hebrew Bible.
Church members fasted on Yom

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

1
Roofing
#

2
0
1
5

Residential
Commercial

M. Hite

N. Minter

Ticketmaster
800-745-3000
Cain Park
Ticket Office
216-371-3000

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

216-319-0430

CAIN PARK
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO

GODSPELL 6/11-28
Chris Botti 6/11
Esperanza Spalding Presents:
EMILY’S D+EVOLUTION 6/16
LTD Plus: Livingston Taylor,
Tom Chapin, EVA 6/18
Herman’s Hermits starring Peter Noone /
Gary Lewis & the Playboys 6/19
Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra 6/20
Preservation Hall Jazz Band 6/25
Béla Fleck and Abigail Washburn 6/26
The Golden Dragon Acrobats 6/27
Cain Park Arts Festival 7/10-12
GroundWorks DanceTheater 7/17-19
Summer Shorts 7/22

Kippur and celebrated Succoth (the
Festival of Booths). Gray currently
is the assistant pastor at Edgehill
Com mun it y Church on Eucl id
Heights Boulevard.
The concert will also feature
guest singer Shawn Fink of University Heights. Among other tunes,
Fink will sing “Joe and Paul’s,” a
Yiddish song about a teenage boy

Joanne Poderis

The Western Reser ve Chora le
(WRC) presents Back to the Bard—
For Love of Shakespeare, Act II as its
spring concert this season. Artistic
Director David W. Gilson will lead
the vocal ensemble at two venues:
Grace Lutheran Church, 13001
Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights, on
Sunday, June 7, 7 p.m.; and Federated Church, 76 Bell Street, Chagrin
Falls, on Tuesday, June 9, 7:30 p.m.
Back to the Bard—For Love of
Shakespeare, Act II is a follow-up
to WRC’s For Love of Shakespeare
concert in 2013, which was enthusiastically received by the chorale’s
audiences. This time the playlist
features compositional stylings of
John Rutter, Rene Clausen, George
Shearing, Matthew Harris, Ned
Rorem and others.
Come hear the different approaches these composers have used
to infuse meanings with musical
underpinnings. Some stay truer to
the original Elizabethan-age styles,
while others use more contemporary musical approaches, enabling

fabric
sewing patterns
ribbon
& inspiration!

Musical Theater Project Cabarets
7/23, 8/6, 8/13
Parsons Dance 7/25
Co-presented by DanceCleveland

The Beach Boys 8/1
Eileen Ivers 8/7 Only Cleveland Appearance !
Richard Marx / John Waite 8/8
Laurie Berkner with Susie Lampert 8/9
Black Violin 8/14
Southside Johnny & the Asbury Jukes 8/15

the text to relate more easily to the
present time. These choral settings
represent some of the most familiar
lines from Shakespeare’s sonnets
and his plays, including “The Tempest,” “As You Like It,” “Twelfth
Night,” “Macbeth” and “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
Now in its 23rd season, Western
Reserve Chorale is a nonprofit group
of amateur and professional singers, many of whom are Cleveland
Heights residents, dedicated to
bringing high-quality performances
of choral music to Greater Cleveland.
G e n e r o u s l y s u p p o r te d b y
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, WRC
welcomes new singers to join the
group. Rehearsals are held September to June, on Tuesday evenings,
7:15–9:30 p.m., at Grace Lutheran
Church (for now). For more information, visit www.westernreservechorale.
org or call 216-791-0061.
Joanne Poderis, longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights, is executive director
and accompanist for Western Reserve
Chorale.

The

Tavern

Company
Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine
Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30"

Open Tuesday through Saturday

11-6 pm

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio

AND MORE !!

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

For a complete schedule
CAINPARK.COM
				

Bert Stratton is a Cleveland Heights resident and the leader of the klezmer band
Yiddishe Cup. He writes the Klezmer
Guy blog at www.klezmerguy.com.

WRC performs in CH June 7

A Benefit for Dobama Theatre’s Education Programs
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with a fascination for smutty French
post cards. Fink will translate some
of the lyrics.
The Workmen’s Circle Klezmer
Orchestra, under the direction of
Norman Tischler, will play from
6–7 p.m. in the Colonnade. Steven
Greenman, a virtuoso klezmer violinist, opens the main-stage show at
7 p.m., accompanied by Mark Freiman on piano. Greenman has played
throughout the United States, as well
as in Spain, Poland, Germany and
Canada.
Lori Cahan-Simon, a Yiddishsong researcher and accomplished
singer, will follow Greenman, backed
by Walt Mahovlich on accordion
and Greenman on violin. Yiddishe
Cup will play the second half of the
show—and it’s possible that all the
musicians will gather for an encore.

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer
OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30

M-F Happy Hour 5–7 pm
Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm
Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs.
5–11pm Fri. and Sat.

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001
20
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CH resident turns love of knitting into a career

COURTESY HUNTER HAMMERSEN

Hunter Hammersen first tried knitting when she was in college. She
wanted to knit a scarf, and she didn’t
enjoy it. A few years later, she tried
knitting a scarf again, and she still
didn’t like it. Then, in 2007, she
knitted a pair of socks, and she really
loved it. Since then, Hammersen has
become “totally obsessed” with knitting, and has written seven books
about the subject.
“It’s a total rookie mistake to
make a scarf for your first project,”
Hammersen said. “A scarf is really long
and can be terribly boring to create. I
know plenty of experienced knitters
who don’t like knitting scarves, and
expecting a beginner to get through
one is wildly over-optimistic. Socks
are more entertaining than scarves
because you change what you’re doing
as you move along. Just as you’re starting to lose interest, you start doing
something new. They’re much better
for folks with short attention spans!”
Hammersen, who is 36 years old
and lives on Silsby Road in Cleveland
Heights, spent much of her childhood
in Europe. Her father was in the U.S.
Army and was based in Germany. The
family moved around a lot, and Hammersen went to 12 different schools
before attending high school.
She moved to Cleveland to study
civil engineering at Case Western Reserve University (CWRU), wound up
switching majors, and graduated with
a degree in history. She then attended
Cleveland State University, where she
earned a master’s degree in history. She

Hammersen’s book Curls (2014).

went back to CWRU to get a doctorate
in history, but decided she wanted to
focus on knitting instead.
Her first book, Silk Road Socks,
was published by Cooperative Press
in 2011. Since then, she has selfpublished six books: Killer’s Curiosity
Cabinet (2012), Rabble Rousers: What
to Knit When You Are Up to No Good
(2012), Killer’s Curiosity Cabinet, Volume
2 (2013), Ne’er-Do-Well Knits: Make a
Little Trouble (2013), Killer’s Curiosity Cabinet, Volume 3 (2014) and Curls
(2014).
She is currently working on two
more books. One will be published
this fall, and a sequel to Curls will
be out next year. The books contain
instructions on how to knit a variety
of clothing items, including socks,
scarves, wraps and hats.
Hammersen develops all of the
patterns, then usually has someone
else create the finished product. Her
books are available at yarn stores in
the area. They can also be ordered
directly from Hammersen on her
website, www.pantsvillepress.com.

The Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District
is working on plans
for streetscape improvements for the
Cedar Fairmount Maureen McGovern
Business District for summer 2016.
The project cost is estimated at more
than $1.5 million.
Popular singer Maureen McGovern will perform two benefit concerts
at Nighttown on Friday, June 26, at 6
and 8 p.m., to help raise funds for the
project. McGovern is best known for
her number-one record, “The Morning
After,” which won an Oscar (it was in
the movie “The Poseidon Adventure”).
McGovern received Grammy
nominations in 1973, for Best New
Artist, and 1998, for Best Traditional
Pop Vocal for her album The Pleasure
of His Company. She was also a featured

(216) 392-1335

COURTESY NIGHTTOWN

Kaye Lowe

guest artist on the Grammy–winning
album Songs from the Neighborhood: The
Music of Mister Rogers. Other hits include “Can You Read My Mind” from
the movie “Superman,” the Oscarwinning “We May Never Love Like
This Again” from “Towering Inferno”
and “Different Worlds” from the TV
series “Angie.”
McGovern was nominated for
a Drama Desk Award for her role
as Marmee in “Little Women, The
Musical” on Broadway. She replaced
Linda Ronstadt on Broadway in “The
Pirates of Penzance” and has appeared
as Mrs. Anna in the national touring
company of “The King and I.” She
has also appeared in several films.
Tickets, $80 each, can be purchased from Nighttown at www.
nighttowncleveland.com.
Kaye Lowe is the executive director of
the Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District.

SUMMER SPECIALS

class1pavers@sbcglobal.net

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers
•
•
•
•

• Roofing
Residential Driveways
Asphalt/Concrete/Masonry • Sealcoating
Kitchens & Baths
• Siding & Windows
Sit-In Tubs/Handicap Showers our specialty

Ask for Gary or Mike
(216) 397-6349

Need money?
Great Financing
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Discover the
Artist
Within You!
216-791-9303
www.arttherapystudio.org

NEW CLASSES FOR SENIORS
Painting, Collage, Clay & More!!
No experience necessary
Supplies Included
Free Parking
East Side Studios
Fairhill Partners Building
Ursuline ArtSpace

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, was a writer and editor at Rolling
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also the
author of several books, including biographies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and
Bob Marley.

Support our
local merchants.

ALLTHE HEIGHTS

SELLS

Hop skip and a
jump to the
coolest, hippest
neighborhood
in Cleveland
Heights. Five
minutes from
everything and
FAIRMOUNT BOULEVARD everywhere!!

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®
Homes of Distinction Specialist
OAR Award of Distinction
Mega Million Dollar Producer

216~577~8700

Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com

L HEIGHTS
KNOWS ALTHE

Honored to be your
choice for life insurance.
Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

J.D. Power has honored State Farm as “Highest in
Customer Satisfaction Among Life Insurance Providers.”
®

Call me today to see how I can help
with your life insurance needs.

State Farm received the highest numerical score among life insurance providers in the proprietary
J.D. Power 2014 U.S. Household Insurance and Bundling Study . Study based on 23,171 total responses
measuring 21 providers and measures opinions of consumers with their life insurance provider. Proprietary
study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed June-July 2014.
Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.
SM

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Road
www.class1pavers.com
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LIVES IN THE HEIGHTS

Maureen McGovern performs Cedar
Fairmount benefit at Nighttown

The books are available as paperbacks or e-versions, for those who
prefer digital books. Paperback prices
range from $21.95 to $26.95, while the
e-books range from $19.95 to $21.95.
Hammersen is very happy that
she was able to turn knitting into a
career. “It lets me work from home
and do things on my own schedule,”
she said. “I’m really having a good
time with this. And it’s great how you
can turn a hobby into a business these
days.”
Hammersen met her husband,
Brian T. Glenn, in a calculus class
during her freshman year at Case.
They don’t have any children, but
they have three cats. She loves living
in Cleveland Heights. She and her
husband lived on Hampshire Road
after college, and bought the house
on Silsby Road in 2005.
“Cleveland Heights feels real
comfortable,” Hammersen said.
“There’s a lot going on here, and
there are so many good restaurants.
It really feels like home to me, and
it’s really nice after traveling so much
during my childhood.” She also loves
the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights libraries, and spends a lot of
time at the Lee Road branch.
In addition to knitting, Hammersen said she also loves board
games, and likes traveling.

BORN IN THE HEIGHTS

James Henke

Free	
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1501054
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State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI); Bloomington, IL

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Motorcars is named Green
Energy business of the year
Green Energy of Ohio has recognized Motorcars Honda’s sustainability efforts by selecting it for the
2015 Business of the Year Award at
its annual meeting in May.
This year, Motorcars installed
a state-of-the-art 335 kilowatt solar
canopy system, the largest singlestructure solar array in the state of
Ohio, at its facility at 2953 Mayfield
Road. Trevor Gile, general manager of Motorcars Honda, said that
the goal is energy independence:
“O u r sol a r pa nels w i l l reduce
our carbon footprint by the equivalent of 10 years’ worth of new car
sales.”
Gile added that the solar panels
will produce more than three megawatt hours of electricity per day and
reduce the dealership’s grid-based
energy needs by 50 to 75 percent.
The solar canopy is part of a $6
million renovation of the dealership,
which also includes the installation
of a digital assembly line for automobile services. Customers will drive
their cars onto the line and then be

able to watch technicians perform
services, such as oil changes and tire
rotations, from the comfort of a new
customer lounge as their cars move
down the line.
Green Energy liked the fact that
the solar canopies were designed
by an Ohio resident and that the
project employed more than 700
people during its fabrication and
installation.
The Motorcars solar canopy
will provide shelter for its inventory
and will use LED lighting to reduce
energy usage. Dovetail Solar, an
Athens, Ohio-based solar contractor, installed the canopy. The solar
panels were made by Solar World,
an American company, with components assembled in the U.S. The
support structure for the panels is
made from 80 percent materials
from recycled cars.
Motorcars employs more than
200 people and is the largest employer in Cleveland Heights.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive
director of FutureHeights and publisher
of the Heights Observer.

FBC SIXTH ANNUAL
FARMERS MARKET
Local, Sustainable, Whole Food For Sale Weekly
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland
3630 Fairmount Blvd. Shaker Heights ~ 216-932-7480
Wednesdays 4:00—7:00 pm ~ June 3 — September 30

EAST 9TH COVENTRY
1700 EAST 9TH ST
CLEVELAND, OH 44114
216.771.5282

LEE

1854-A COVENTRY ROAD
2287 LEE ROAD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118 CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.5282
216.932.8227

L CAL
COFFEE
TASTES
BETTER
ROASTED IN THE 216
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

DEANNA BREMER FISHER

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Cedar Fairmount businesses honored

The City of Cleveland Heights presented businesses with longtime locations in the
Cedar Fairmount Business District with proclamations honoring their longevity at
an event held at Nighttown on May 10.
Businesses and professionals who were honored are: Bridgestone Firestone,
85 years; Cedar Hill Sunoco, 82 years; Nighttown restaurant, 50 years; Cedar Hill
Antiques, 45 years; Blatchford Architects, 42 years; Appletree Books, 40 years;
Dr. James Bashaw, 40 years; Dr. Javier Galvez, 38 years; Pete Axelrod, 37 years;
India Community Center, 37 years; Jack Valancy Consulting, 35 years; Mad Greek
restaurant, 34 years; Howard Hanna Real Estate Services, 32 years; Dr. Maureen
Krieck, 31 years; Reflections, 30 years; Abstract Hair Salon, 30 years; JPMorgan
Chase Bank, 27 years; Stan Harris Insurance, 27 years; Roth Stanley & Associates
Therapy Practice, 27 years; and Dr. Terry Tobias, 25 years.

How to explore potential market
demand for your business idea
Jason Sherman

The Heights brims with entrepreneurial activity. Whether you’re a startup or
established business with an idea for a
new venture, most entrepreneurs will
quickly face this question, “Who will
buy my product?”
If you’re not already familiar
with lean or agile development approaches, you can get the gist via
some online reading. The basic idea is
to quickly explore and develop market demand while refining your idea.
Don’t reach deep into your pockets
or fund a big, long-term development
process at this point. Take fast, lowcost steps instead.
Agile development works for
consumer and business audiences and
all industries. It applies to healthcare,
financial services, hospitality, industrial goods and consumer products.
Here’s an agile way to get started with
your idea:
First, write down the problem
that your target audience has and how
your idea will solve it. Your prospective
buyer may be consciously aware of this
problem, or unconsciously “putting up
with it.” Be concise. Three to ten sentences should adequately summarize
the problem and solution.
Second, don’t show your problemsolution summary to anyone yet. This
is going to require some restraint. We
all fondly recall bringing home school
projects to the adoring approval of our
parents. But, prospective buyers make
real-world, self-interested buying deci-

sions. Go on to the next step instead.
Summarize two to three alternative solutions that are already on the
market today. Infuse each summary,
including your business idea, with
similar levels of enthusiasm and detail. Avoid hype. Hone in on specific
benefits to buyers.
Now, reach out to members of
your target audience with one simple
request: Ask them to read these summaries and tell you which one they
find most appealing. Avoid revealing
that you have an idea in the game, if
you can. Keep to the basics: “I need
some feedback on four ideas. Will you
help me? Which idea is most appealing to you?”
You will surface authentic insight
about whether your idea is understandable, credible and superior.
Don’t explain or defend anything.
Your job is to listen to how people
feel, and why. You’ll discover tweaks
that could dramatically increase demand for your idea.
You’ll also get a sense of how many
might buy your solution if it were
available. You may be on the cusp of
something great. Or, you may find that
your idea is simply too risky to spend
any more time or money developing.
If that’s the case, move on to your next
brilliant idea with your hard-earned
cash still in your hands.
Jason Sherman is principal at Whyze Group,
a research and innovation firm serving organizations throughout North America. He
owns a home in Cleveland Heights.

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Tel: 216-320-2302 Fax: 216-320-2306
1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine
Heights Observer June 1, 2015
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CLASSIFIED ADS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month
Always Buying

Paying Cash

Ardmore Tree Service

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES









Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures










Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair

Complete Tree Service
Year-round



We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs




(216) 486-5551




440-461-4611

Free Estimates

Buying anything unusual

1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD

216-291-1111
MONDAY–
FRIDAY

9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM

SATURDAY

9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

SUNDAY

216216-387387-0525

Member National Arborist Association

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

CEDAR CENTER
HARDWARE

llebles1@hotmail.com

Fully Insured

10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

Good Neighbor, Good Advice
RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

F

***BOOKS ON COVENTRY***
1820 Coventry Rd.

216-321-2665

Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com
Three Floors of
New & Used Books & Magazines

E DU CATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Used Book Exchange
Bring us your used books!

Buy Local First!

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

2121 South Green Rd .
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382 .9647

Services Offered:
Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans
Insurance:
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING
SKUNKS
RACOONS
OPOSSUMS
GROUNDHOGS
Testim
and re onials
fere
avail nces
upon r able
equest.

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

CALL STUART

216-789-0036
INSURED
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T

www.heightshardware.com

MJM

Window
Restoration

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio

We’ll make them work like new!

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(216) 321-7729

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate

mjmwindowrestoration.com

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

Fully insured

GET YOUR BLOOM ON!

SNAPPING TURTLES
SQUIRRELS
And Many Others
We Also Pick Up
Dead Animals

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

First Ladies of Choice
The Pied Piper Fndn School of Health

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE INC.
Certified Arborist
Serving the Heights
for 35 years

Classes Start Aug. 24 through Oct. 26

216-932-3244

VIVIAN THE GARDEN COACH
VIVIAN VAIL 216.224.8789

Scholarships Available
4-Week STNA Courses ($200)
8-Week Nursing Course ($300)

alexstreeserviceinc.com
Ask about options for saving your ash trees

For more info. Call 1-844-683-4761
www.piedpiperschoolofhealth.com

Tim Weeks

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE

AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND
$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage

Of

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

1503 Warrensville Center Road

(216) 691-3950

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager
Stop in to check out our
brand new repair facility!

(216) 371-2354

1830 Lee Road, CH

Heights Observer June 1, 2015

Training dogs with
teamwork and trust
Positive, force-free
training that works!

OIL, LUBE &
FILTER SPECIAL
only $25.95
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection

216-536-5706
unleashedpotentialohio@gmail.com

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 7/31/15
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PROPERTY INSURANCE
Home * Condo
Fire, Dwelling, Rental

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
Auto * General Liability
Business Owners

(216) 691-9227
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc.
2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121
www.ohioinsurancequote.net

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Best Home Repair/Maintenance Business
Best Hairstylist (individual’s name and place of business)

Best New Business

Cast your ballot
today for Best of
the Heights!

Best Barber (individual’s name and place of business)

Complete this ballot or go online to:
www.futureheights.org

Best Place to Enjoy a Family Outing

Deadline for ballot submission:
August 31, 2015

Best Interior Decor

Please Note!
Voting is for Cleveland Heights and
University Heights localities only.

Best Place to Purchase a Gift

Best University Heights Business

Best African-American-Owned Business

Best Cleveland Heights Business

Best Professional Service Business

Best Date Night Venue

Best Longstanding CH-UH Business (15+ years)

Best Customer Service

Best Restaurant

Best Burger

Bonus Question:

One ballot per person.
In order for your ballot to be counted, you
need to vote for at least half (10) of the
ballot categories and include your name
and contact information. Ballots not
meeting these requirements will be considered invalid.
Mail your ballot to:
FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Questions? Call 216-320-1423
Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________

Best Bar, Pub or Tavern
Best Place for Health & Fitness

What New Business Would You Like to See in
the Heights?

___________________________________
Phone:_____________________________
E-mail:______________________________

Best Automotive Business

If you are a business owner or operator,
name of business: ____________________

WHY BUY @

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

Named “Ohio Business Of The Year”
By Green Energy Ohio

MotorcarsConstruction.com - (216) 932-2400
Heights Observer June 1, 2015

				

24

www.heightsobserver.org

