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Heights High’s science wing is demolished
Joy Henderson

The demolition of several sections of 
Heights High is underway. Perhaps 
the most anticipated is the destruc-
tion of the circa-1962 science wing, 
thought by many to be an unfortunate 
design that obstructed the beauty of 
the original building.
 At noon on Friday, Aug. 14, a 
large excavator with a grapple began 
removing the exterior wall of the 
swimming pool, at the east end of 
the science wing. By 1:15 p.m., the 
entire wall had been removed and the 
excavator had moved on to the Cedar 
Road side of the pool and then on to 
the science wing.
 The demolition of the back of 
the school building began on Aug. 3 
with the removal of the East Gym, 
kitchen and Career Tech portions of 
the building.
 The original 1926 core section of 
the building will not be demolished, 

An excavator with a grapple attachment removes the east end of the science wing revealing the 
facade of the original 1926 building, which will be restored.

but will be renovated and new addi-
tions will be constructed. The design 
of the new additions will be more 
closely aligned to the historic style 
of the original building.
 Before demolition began, the 
salvage crew removed many archi-
tectural elements for use in the new 
building, and many other items were 

removed to use at the temporary 
Heights High, on the Wiley campus 
in University Heights, or at other 
schools. These items include kitchen 
equipment, which has been placed in 
other schools; the library desk from 
the old building, which will be used 
in the main office at Wiley; and gym 

Wilcox will not seek 
fifth term; eight  
others vie for CH 
City Council seats

Heights Music Hop brings live music 
to Lee Road
James Henke 

Lee Road will again be hopping 
with music on Saturday, Sept. 19, 
when the third annual Heights 
Music Hop takes place. Among 
the artists performing this year are 
such well-known Cleveland-area 
acts as the Admirables, Oldboy, 
the Megan Zurkey Band, Faith and 
Whiskey, Diana Chittester, Maura 
Rogers and Morgan Mecaskey.
 “The Music Hop is a col-
laboration of local music and 
independent businesses creating 
a great night of entertainment on 
Lee Road,” said Kelley Robinson, 
the director of the Cedar Lee Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID), 
which is a presenting sponsor of 
the Hop. “The event brings crowds 
of music fans to the district and 
an increase in customers to the 
merchants. It continues to be a 

unique opportunity to celebrate 
our community, while promoting 
Cleveland Heights to visitors.”
 In its first year, 2013, the Hop 
drew about 1,000 people to the 
Cedar Lee neighborhood. Last 

continued on page 4continued on page 12

38th annual Heights Heritage Home & Garden tour set for Sept. 20

Pam Wetherill

The 38th annual Heights Heritage 
Home & Garden Tour, sponsored 
by Heights Community Congress 
(HCC), gives tourgoers the opportu-
nity to discover six Cleveland Heights 
homes and five gardens, to explore 
their history and learn what makes 
them unique. This year’s self-guided 
tour, with the theme, Step Inside Our 
Stories, will take place on Sunday, 
Sept. 20, noon to 6 p.m.
 A preview party is scheduled for 
Saturday, Sept. 19, at The Alcazar, a 

This Brewster Road home is an authentically 
renovated Rockefeller home.

historic landmark. After a preview 
tour of selected homes, preview party 
guests will return to The Alcazar for 
fun, food, drinks and entertainment. 
 Susan Roberts, one of the tour 

organizers, describes some of the 
homes and highlights on this year’s 
tour:
 In the 1920s, John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr. and New York architect Andrew J. 
Thomas planned an upscale residen-
tial and commercial development 
featuring French Norman-style ar-
chitecture. The house on Brewster 
Road is one of those Rockefeller 
homes, authentically renovated. Visi-
tors will “enjoy the work of craftsmen, 
then and now, who are passionate 
about quality workmanship,” as well 
as lighting, materials and colors that 
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

C l e v e l a n d 
H e i g h t s 
Mayor Den-
nis Wilcox 
h a s  a n -
n o u n c e d 
that he will 
not run for 
r e e l e c t i o n 
in the Nov. 3 
general elec-
tion. Wilcox, 62, is a principal with 
Climaco, Wilcox, Peca, Tarantino & 
Garofoli Co., L.P.A., specializing in 
business and corporate law. He has 
served four consecutive four-year 
terms on council, and was elected 
president of council—mayor of 
Cleveland Heights—in 2014. In 
Cleveland Heights, city council 
president is elected by city council 
members.
 Wilcox cited the need to run his 
law firm and the desire to spend more 
time with his family as the reason for 
his decision not to run.
 “Cleveland Heights is a great 
city, and I have enjoyed working 
with our excellent city staff and my 
hardworking colleagues on council,” 
he said in a press release. “I will 
dedicate myself to achieving goals 
in the next five months that council 
and the city have made a priority, 
including working to pass our ad-
ditional 0.25 percent income tax in 
November.”
 Every two years, three or four of 

CH Mayor Dennis Wilcox
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The Commonwealth plays at the 2014 Heights 
Music Hop after-party at the bottlehouse.
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary 
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication 
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; it 
is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want to 
write, then submit them for publication. 
Anyone in University Heights or Cleve-
land Heights is welcome to contribute 
regularly, occasionally or even just once.
 Is there something you think should 
be covered in the Heights Observer? If 
so, please write it on your own, or with 
friends, neighbors or colleagues. Our 
volunteer editors will make sure it’s 
ready to publish and contact you with 
any questions.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Municipal elections are coming up 
this November. This is the fourth 
local election cycle that the Heights 
Observer has been through since its in-
ception, and it, like the ones that have 
come before it, is an important one. 
 Cleveland Heights residents will 
vote for three of seven members of 
city council this year. University 
Heights residents will vote for four 
of seven members of council. Resi-
dents of both cities will vote for two 
of five members of the CH-UH 
Board of Education. 
 In addition, the City of Cleve-
land Heights has a proposal on the 
ballot to raise its income rate from 
2 percent to 2.25 percent.
 As a hyper-local publication 
with a goal of providing informa-
tion to Heights residents in order to 
build a better community, municipal 
elections are very important to the 
Observer. 
 Many civic-minded people and 
groups are seeking opportunities 
to express their opinions about 
candidates and issues. The Observer, 
in its role as a forum for sharing 
information about the community, 
welcomes the opportunity to pub-

The Observer welcomes opinions about candidates and issues

OpENINg 
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lish these diverse opinions.
 Contributors may include the 
candidates themselves; however, 
because we have limited space in 
our print publication (each page of 
the newspaper costs money to print, 
and the number of pages we print is 
based on the advertising revenue in 
that issue), we must limit candidate 
submissions in the print edition be-
tween September and November to 
paid advertisements.
 Online—where we have no space 
limitations—candidates can submit 
articles, blogs and opinion pieces. All 
candidates are invited and encouraged 
to make submissions at the Heights Ob-
server website (www.heightsobserver.org) 
and the Heights Observer blogs (www.
blogs.heightsobserver.org). This ensures 
that everyone is treated equally.
 In the print issue, we welcome 
comments and contributions of non-
candidates right up until the election. 
In partnership with the nonpartisan 
League of Women Voters, we will 
provide detailed information about 
the candidates—provided by each 
candidate—in a Voters’ Guide in the 
October print issue. We will also 
partner with the League to host two 
candidates forums, to introduce can-
didates for local elections.
 A forum on Sept. 29 will take 
place from 7 to 9 p.m. at John Car-
roll University’s Dolan Hall, and will 
feature candidates for University 
Heights City Council and the CH-

UH Board of Education (BOE). 
An Oct. 14 forum will take place 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center, and 
will feature candidates for BOE and 
Cleveland Heights City Council.
 One point that bears emphasis 
is that the Observer will not endorse 
candidates. The Heights Observer 
is published by FutureHeights, a 
community-building organization 
with 501(c)3 status, which means 
that the IRS recognizes it as not-for-
profit/tax-exempt. As such, neither 
FutureHeights nor the Observer is 
permitted to endorse any individuals 
running for public office.
 FutureHeights is permitted, 
however, to advocate for a “yes” or 
“no” vote on a particular issue or 
ballot initiative. If FutureHeights 
decides to advocate for an issue, 
the opinion will be clearly marked 
as such.
 The Heights Observer itself will 
not take a position but will wel-
come all opinions. So, the opinions 
you may read in this newspaper or 
on its websites reflect the views 
of the individual authors, not the 
newspaper.
 We encourage you to educate 
yourself about the candidates and 
issues, and then vote on Nov. 3.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive 
director of FutureHeights and publisher 
of the Heights Observer.

Heights Observer 2015 local elections candidate policy
With the November election ap-
proaching, the Heights Observer is 
publishing its policy for contributions 
by candidates for local office.
 As a community newspaper 
staffed by volunteers and committed 
to equal access for everyone, the Ob-
server is unique among publications in 
providing opportunity for any member 
of the Cleveland Heights and Univer-
sity Heights communities to raise and 
discuss issues of local interest.
 At election time, however, this 
commitment creates a challenge in 
managing the finite space that is avail-
able for community members who are 
running for public office.
 The policy, approved by the Fu-
tureHeights Board of Directors, is 
designed to address that challenge. 
It states the following:

•   The August-November issues of the 
printed publication will not carry 
any editorial contributions from 
known candidates for office.

•  During this pre-election period, 
Observer contributors who are not 
running for office will produce any 
coverage of election issues.

•  During this pre-election period, all 
candidate contributions of news or 
opinion will continue to be accepted 
for publication online at www.
heightsobserver.org.

•  Candidates seeking to place infor-
mation in the August–November 
printed editions of the Observer 
may do so through advertising space 
purchased from the Observer.

 The Heights Observer and its par-
ent organization, FutureHeights, do 
not endorse candidates.

 If you’re writing a news article, it 
should be clear and factual. If you want 
to express an opinion, submit it as a 
letter to the editor or an opinion piece. 
Either way, make sure it’s about some-
thing specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 or 
e-mail info@futureheights.org. 

 Articles to be considered for the 
October issue must be submitted by 
Sept. 11. We publish some articles online 
as they come in—and still consider them 
for the next print issue. We also publish 
an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

Fall Open House
Sunday, November 1, 2015

2-4 pm
Ruffing Montessori School — the second oldest 
Montessori school in the country — is located right here 
in Cleveland Heights and has been serving children, ages 
18 months through 8th Grade, for generations! 

Join us for our Open House to learn more about 
Montessori education and how Ruffing will prepare 
your child for success!

For more information, contact our Admissions Office at 
216-321-7571 or info@ruffingmontessori.net.

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  
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www.yogaroots.com 
3459 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Hts, OH
(behind Paysage)

NEW 
STUDENTS

First Week 

Unlimited Yoga

$20

Ohio’s state report card does 
not measure what counts

Fair Trade  
Oriental Rug Event

September 24–28

Featuring a large selection of hand knotted  
Oriental rugs made by fairly paid adults.  
Sizes from 2’x3’ to 10’x14’ and runners.

Event held at: The Alcazar, 2450 Derbyshire Rd., Cleveland Heights

Rug Event Hours: 
Fri–Sat 10-7; Sun 12-5; Mon 10-5

Intro to Oriental Rugs Evening
Thursday, September 24 at 6:30 p.m.

Hosted by Ten Thousand Villages
12425 Cedar Rd., Cleveland   (216) 575-1058 

clevelandheights.tenthousandvillages.com     rugs.tenthousandvillages.com

Use this logo for reductions only, do not print magenta. Do not reduce more than 40%.
Magenta indicates the clear area, nothing should print in this space

Color PMS 1805

Ari Klein

We live in a time where everyone 
demands accountability. For public 
schools this has been twisted into 
making comparisons between dif-
ferent schools and students using 
some supposedly standard measures. 
Many of these measures are based 
on high-stakes tests that purport 
to test what students should have 
mastered at a particular point in 
time. Other measures report on 
graduation rates, gap closing and 
student progress. In fact, there are 
so many categories on which to re-
port, we often get lost in the mud of 
numbers. The more numbers there 
are, the more we blindly accept their 
legitimacy.
 The main problem with reduc-
ing schools and students to numbers 
to be charted is that not all kids 
start out with the same advantages. 
Just as children learn to walk at dif-
ferent times, some children have 
advantages at home that will help 
them succeed in school more easily 
than other students. For instance, 
a first-grader whose parents read 
to him or her often is probably go-
ing to have an easier time learning 
to read than a child whose parents 
can’t read and don’t have books in 
the house. Think about it. The same 
is true for a child whose parents are 
working so hard to feed the family 
that they are too exhausted at the 
end of the day to read to the child 
if they even get home before the 
child is in bed. First-graders with 
these very different experiences are 
often found in the same classroom 
in our schools.
 In our public schools we do 
a great job of teaching students. 
Students are learning tremendously 
well. A problem with standardized 
measures is that if students don’t 
meet arbitrary levels at arbitrary 
points in time, the school gets ding-
ed. Why should students, teachers, 

schools, the district and, ultimately, 
the community be punished through 
the state accountability measures 
when students are learning? Is this 
the best way to ensure “account-
ability?” 
 Another example [of arbitrary 
measures] is graduation rate. The 
state requires us to take the students 
we have in ninth grade and see how 
many graduate in four years. When 
a student moves, we have to track 
where the student goes, and still 
have to see if he or she graduates 
in four years. If a student has mul-
tiple handicaps and is guaranteed 
an education until age 22, we get 
dinged when the student doesn’t 
graduate “on time.” Shouldn’t we 
celebrate every child who is able to 
meet the graduation requirements, 
regardless of how long it takes? For 
students who take five or six years, 
it shows they stuck with it and kept 
on trying, probably by overcom-
ing tremendous obstacles. This 
achievement through adversity is a 
great skill for students to have, for 
whatever they decide to do with 
their lives. We should respect that 
kind of hard work and dedication, 
but instead our schools lose points 
on the state report card.
 Our Heights schools do amaz-
ing things in all sorts of ways. Our 
students are wonderful, but they 
come to us from an array of differ-
ent circumstances. I believe we can 
always improve what we do, but 
the measures that the state has put 
in place are a distraction to being 
able to teach. It is hard to focus on 
the needs of our students when the 
predetermined goal may or may not 
always be realistic in the time frame 
we are given.
 Standardization seems to me 
the absence of creativity—it is about 
uniformity and compliance. Anyone 
who knows anything about people 
knows that we are far from standard-
ized. Unfortunately, standardization 
is the state’s goal for our students. 
We should have more conversations 
about what we believe success really 
looks like in school.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community member, 
math teacher at Cleveland Heights High 
School, and president of the Cleveland 
Heights Teachers Union.

Correction: Bussey’s 
Upholstery phone number
An article in the August issue about 
Bussey’s Upholstery Foam ‘N’ Fabric 
should have included the following 
local phone number for the business: 
216-371-2313. The toll-free number 
included with the article is a non-
working number.

Rosh HaShanah Greetings
to all our Heights community

Traditional-Egalitarian • 3246 Desota Ave. at Berkeley

☛ For free High Holyday tickets, leave a message at 216-320-9667

☛  For Kabbalat Shabbat dinner reservations, or to talk to a live person, 
call 216-501-2761

Mon. Burger Fries & Beer Night $9 
Tues. Flatbread Pizza Beer /Wine 

Tues. Trivia starting at 10 pm 
Wed & Thurs: "5 for $30" 

2 Dine for the $ of 1! Includes 2 small salads +  
2 select dinners + a pitcher of Moosehead beer 

OR a bottle of House wine = ONLY $30 
 

M-F Happy Hour  5–7 pm 
 

Sunday Brunch 10:30 am–3 pm 
Sunday Karaoke 10 pm 

 

Kitchen Open 5–10 pm Mon.–Thurs. 
5–11pm Fri. and Sat. 

 

2260 Lee Road 216.321.6001 

 
The 

Tavern 
Company 
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Dr. Malcolm Walters, Jr.
D.D.S. General Dentistry

Walters 
Family Dentistry Inc. 

Call today for your back-to-school 
examination with free fluoride
• General and cosmetic dentistry
• Specializing in ages 2-100
• Fillings
• Teeth whitening

(216) 382-1102   •  14100 Cedar Rd. #260
University Heights, OH 44118  

Now providing orthodontics 
including braces

Tuesday 10 - 5:30
Wednesday 12 - 5:30 

Thursday 10 - 5:30
Friday 12 - 6

Saturday 10 - 4

2254 Lee Road 
Cleveland Hts

(216) 321-1296

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

New Hours New Hours 

 
EVERYTHING ON SALE

Going Out of Business
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  SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®     
Homes of Distinction Specialist 

OAR Award of Distinction 
Mega Million Dollar Producer 

216~577~8700216~577~8700  
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
  Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com

ALLALL  
Two new great listings in   

University Heights!! Move-In Ready 
       2311 Glendon Road          3886   Bethany Road 

 
 

 

 
 

Clinical Research Study 
at 

The Cleveland Clinic 
 

Gut Flora Metabolite Reduction After 
Dietary Intervention (GRADY) 

 
We are screening volunteers to find people with an elevated 
level of a gut flora produced substance called TMAO, which 

has been linked to cardiovascular diseases. 

 

 
 

diet + gut flora + heart health  

If you qualify for further participation in this diet modification 

study, you will be asked to come to four additional study 

visits over 12 weeks at the Cleveland Clinic main campus. 

During these visits we will collect blood and urine and you 

will meet with a registered dietician. This is at no cost to 

you. 

 
 

For further information, contact Jen or Tim:  
(216) 636-6153 

CCF IRB #: 13-863 

Approval Date: 7/28/2015 

Expiration Date: 8/1/2016 

Alphabetize the Heights
Chris Hanson

“Google is not a conventional compa-
ny. We do not intend to become one.”
 Larry Page stated as much in 
his first letter to shareholders, and 
repeats this important thought 
when announcing that the concept 
of Google that existed before Aug. 
10, 2015 would now be known as 
Alphabet. Everything previously 
known under the domain of Google, 
from Web search tools to self-driving 
cars, will be under the new Alphabet 
umbrella.
 Alphabet’s structure allows for 
oversight and guidance from its 
founders, while companies under 
the behemoth—Google X, Calico, 
Nest—each operate with their own 
CEO. Page recognizes the impor-
tance of empowering these future 
leaders, stating, “Alphabet is about 
businesses prospering through strong 
leaders and independence.”
 What lessons can the Heights 
draw from the epic unfolding of a 
mammoth’s restructuring?
 Regionalization has been the 
outcry of more than a few solitary 
individuals as a method of saving 
our cities from the crushing weight 
of their own bureaucratic blunders.  
Indeed, through changes such as 
Cuyahoga County becoming a char-
tered entity, the creation of organiza-
tions like RITA, and discussions of 
the merger of cities, we are shown 
that this methodology can be effec-
tive for reducing cost, and increas-
ing efficiency and transparency. The 
question then becomes, what else 
can we do in an effort to become a 
stronger community?
 Another area of opportunity 

may be right 
u n d e r  o u r 
noses. Cleve-
land Heights 
is home to in-
numerable not-
for-profit orga-
nizations. It is time for them to take a 
page from the playmaking storybook 
of giants.
 With the current glut of non-
profits in the Heights, and with so 
many areas of focus, it makes it dif-
ficult for grant-making institutions 
to offer multiple sums of money of 
substantial amounts. Leaders of these 
organizations are each vying for the 
attention of citizens, foundations 
and policymakers. This affects the 
bottom line of all nonprofits: impact. 
Finally, Cleveland Heights nonprofits 
fail to cover an extremely important 
area: that of the creation of a com-
munity development corporation. We 
are, in a word, scattered.
 The solution is both simple and 
similar to Alphabet: the creation of 
a prodigious umbrella organization 
that houses local nonprofits’ multiple 
foci, with a major focus on commu-
nity development. Communities such 
as Shaker Heights and Lakewood got 
their start long ago, and thus have a 
competitive edge. But the Heights, to 
echo Page’s headlining statement, is 
not a conventional community. And 
you if believe in the creative forces 
that draw enterprises like Big Fun and 
Trapped, we don’t intend to become 
one.

Chris Hanson, coordinator of Growing-
Heights, graduated from Cleveland State 
University with a B.A. in Urban Studies, 
and is an advocate of community building.

Open Saturdays  Year Round 
8:00AM to 1:00PM 

Wednesdays  late May thru November             
10:00AM to 1:00PM 

Call 216-249-5455                                                                                      
or go to www.coitmarket.org                                               

15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble                                                              

  Fresh Local Food                 
In  Your  Neighborhood 

Coit  Road Farmers’ Market  

ch council continued from page 1

the seven-member Cleveland Heights 
City Council seats are up for election. 
This year, in addition to Wilcox’s seat, 
the seats of Council Member Mary 
Dunbar, who has served on council 
since 2011, and Kahlil Seren, who was 
appointed to fill the seat vacated by 
Janine Boyd in January 2015, are up 
for election. Both Dunbar and Seren 
are running in the Nov. 3 election.
 So far, six additional residents 
have declared their candidacy: Julie 
Love, a CPA and freelance writer; 
Joe Miller, a technician with Emes 

Supply; Tas Nadas, a senior project 
manager at the Cleveland Clinic; 
Ryan Pierce, a project coordinator for 
government and foundation relations 
at Case Western Reserve University; 
Carol Ann Roe, a registered nurse and 
licensed attorney; and Keba Sylla, a 
Baldwin Wallace University profes-
sor. The filing deadline for Cleveland 
Heights candidates is Sept. 4.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.



Heights Observer September 1, 2015     www.heightsobserver.org5

OpINION

The Music Settlement is 
Generously Supported by:

Music Therapy, 
Music Instruction, 

& top-rated 
Early Childhood Education

Music for ALL // Generous Financial Aid

Sort all offerings by age & enroll online:

www.TheMusicSettlement.org/all

11125 Magnolia Dr, Cleveland 44106
(216) 421-5806 xt. 100

Classes start in September!

www.facebook.com/
TheMusicSettlement

www.twitter.com/
MusicSettlement

Best Music Instruction

Susie Kaeser 

Resilience is an essential quality for 
surviving adversity, and I’m worried. 
Are our public schools resilient 
enough to survive the constant at-
tacks by the Ohio legislature? Our 
schools are suffering from a regime 
that uses testing as a substitute for 
support; unfairly labels schools,  
children and communities as failed; 
ties high-stakes decisions with real 
consequences to an unreliable test-
ing system; and then gives away 
public funds to private and charter 
schools with no oversight or ac-
countability. That’s how crazy it is.
 This route is expensive and vio-
lates our widely held belief that the 
public purse is sacred and should be 
used as wisely as possible, and it is 
destabilizing an essential institu-
tion.
 The EdChoice voucher pro-
gram is the latest threat. Ohio’s 
voucher program punishes schools 
with low test performance by giving 
vouchers to students who reside in 
that school’s attendance area. It en-
courages people to take cash out of 
local school districts to fund private 
and parochial school scholarships. 

THE COMMON 
gOOD

Even if the public school’s rating im-
proves, vouchers are guaranteed for 
the full length of the voucher holder’s 
education. There is no requirement 
that the student who uses public 
funds ever attended that public school 
or ever intended to.
 Public funds now flow to unac-
countable private schools, reducing 
resources available to the schools that 
performance data suggest need that 
money. Many voucher scholarships are 
used in religious schools, violating the 
separation of church and state. When 
state education dollars intended for 
public schools go to private education, 
the state abdicates its responsibility 
to fund an effective system of public 
schools and shifts even more of the 
school-funding burden to local tax-
payers. The state contributes only 18 
percent of the money needed to run 
CH-UH district schools, and this 
amount shrinks each time a dollar is 
transferred out. It is a financially and 
ethically costly consequence of high-
stakes testing.
 Ohio requires local school dis-
tricts to use their state funds to sub-
sidize private education. This year, the 
state will provide the CH-UH City 
School District with $2,550 for each 
student enrolled in the district and for 
each voucher student, but the state 
guarantees that every K–8 voucher 
student will receive a $4,650 scholar-
ship. Local districts are expected to 

Cutting funds will not improve public schools
make up the difference out of the rest 
of their state allocation. That means 
an additional $2,100 slated for the 
CH-UH public schools will instead 
follow each voucher student.
 The voucher program has been 
around for several years but did not 
affect our school district until two 
years ago. Five area private schools 
are now receiving EdChoice funds. 
Last year, 66 residents of the district 
used vouchers at a cost of $340,000 to  
CH-UH schools, and, as of mid-Au-
gust of this year, 286 students residing 
in the Heights have received vouch-
ers for the upcoming school year, 
which will more than quadruple the 
money lost to this program. Voucher 
recipients will include the 66 previous 
recipients, 149 new kindergarteners, 
and five other students. Of the kin-
dergarteners, 113 will be enrolled in 
religious schools.
 The loss of students to private 
schools using public funds does not 
translate into savings for the district. 
First, many families benefiting from 
vouchers never intended to send 
their children to public schools, and, 
second, the loss of students increases 
costs, because the school system’s 
operating costs are spread over fewer 
students.
 Last year, the Heights district 
was allocated $19 million in state 
funds, but $5.5 million of that al-
location never came to the schools. 

Instead, those dollars went to state-
mandated choices—charter schools, 
open enrollment, and a variety of 
scholarship offerings, including 
EdChoice—where the guaranteed 
per-pupil contribution far exceeded 
the funds those students generated 
for the district. This year the loss 
will exceed $6 million.
 The constant erosion of public 
funding jeopardizes public educa-
tion. The Ohio legislature now says 
public isn’t really that important. 
Nor, apparently, is accountability 
for public funds. The legislature’s 
reckless use of precious public funds 
makes its stated commitment to ac-
countability a farce. Public school 
children must be tested and labeled 
so their teachers and schools can 
be blamed and punished, but public 
coffers are now open to unaccount-
able charter and religious schools, 
no questions asked. This double 
standard is intolerable.
 Public education, a source of 
stability, is under attack, and this 
attack undercuts hope for a more 
equal society where everyone has 
opportunities, not just those who 
have always had them. The essence 
of democracy is lost.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and former director of 
Reaching Heights. She serves on the na-
tional board of Parents for Public Schools.
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YOU THINK 
YOU KNOW US, 
BUT YOU DON’T

Child 

Care 

available 

(440) 655-5394   |   marybethmccnn@gmail.com   |   jazzercise.com
9 weekly classes to choose from

ONE DAY SALE: Sept. 14
Get the rest of 2015 for 
ONLY $99!
Register:
•  At a class • By phone • On Facebook @  

JazzerciseClevelandHeightsSouthEuclid

Open house at Heights High’s Wiley campus draws interested residents

Enroll now!
Lowest college tuition in Northeast Ohio

Easily transfer your credits to  
a four-year university

www.tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

Metropolitan Campus 
2900 Community College Ave. | Cleveland, Ohio 44115

15-0123

For more information:

Voters will elect three to 
fill four UH council seats

Renovations, Remodels and Repairs 

(216) 618-2008 
Kevin Pajek, Owner 

 Residential Renovations 

 Kitchen and Bathroom  
Remodels 

 Doors and Windows 

 Storage Solutions  

 General Home  
Improvement Projects  

 

At the Wiley campus open house (from left), 
Adele Zucker, UH councilwoman; nancy Peppler, 
BOe president; sue Pardee, UH councilwoman, 
and Zoraba Ross, Heights High administrative 
principal.

Joy Henderson

More than 120 curious neigh-
bors, community members, retired 
teachers and Heights family mem-
bers attended the Aug. 20 open 
house at the newly renovated, tem-
porary Heights High on the Wiley 
campus in University Heights. 
University Heights City Council 
and UH Mayor Susan Infeld hosted 
the event, to give community mem-
bers a chance to tour the renovated 
building and learn more about the 
school’s programming.
 Mayor Infeld, Talisa Dixon, su-
perintendent of Cleveland Heights-
University Heights schools, and 
Zoraba Ross, Heights High’s ad-
ministrative principal, spoke briefly 
to the attendees.

 The main attraction, however, 
was the building. Parent Ambassa-
dors led building tours to show the 
additional gymnasium, five hallways 
of modular classrooms, a music wing 
and an expanded cafeteria.
 All seven members of Univer-
sity Heights City Council were in 
attendance at the event: Pamela 
Cameron, Nancy English, Phillip 

Ertel, Susan Pardee, Steven Sims, 
Mark Wiseman and Adele Zucker.
 The University Heights Com-
munity Engagement Committee of 
Council was largely responsible for 
the event. “The people I talked to 
were so impressed and very happy 
to see the changes to the school,” 
said Nancy English, committee 
co-chair. Susan Pardee is the com-
mittee’s other co-chair.
 Heights High students will at-
tend school at the Wiley campus in 
University Heights for two years. 
In the fall of 2017, students will 
return to the building at Cedar and 
Lee roads in Cleveland Heights. 
The original 1926 building is being 
renovated and the later additions to 
the building are being demolished.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

Free	  books	  mailed	  	  
to	  your	  young	  child!	  

If	  your	  child	  is	  	  
under	  5	  years	  old	  	  

and	  lives	  in	  	  
Cleveland	  Hts.,	  Shaker	  Hts.,	  	  
or	  University	  Hts.,	  visit	  

heightsfamily.org	  
for	  registra5on	  informa5on	  

Deanna Bremer Fisher

The race for four open seats on 
University Heights City Council 
is a bit of a yawn this year. Four of 
the seven council seats are up for 
election, including those of council 
members Pamela T. Cameron, Ste-
ven Sims, Nancy English and Adele 
Zucker, but only three candidates 
will be listed on November’s ballot: 
Cameron and Sims, who are both 
running for reelection, and new-
comer Michele Weiss.
 Weiss, a controller at Hebrew 
Academy in Cleveland, has served as 
a member of the city’s finance com-
mittee since 2014. She served as cam-
paign treasurer for Councilwoman 
Sue Pardee, and has served as an 
observer of University Heights City 
Council for the League of Women 
Voters for two years.
 The history of one of the seats 
is complicated. Councilman Mark 
Wiseman was appointed to fill the 
vacated seat of Thomas Cozzens, 
who died in 2013. In the November 
2014 election, however, Wiseman 
chose to run for a full four-year seat, 

rather than for the remainder of Coz-
zens’ term. Nancy English ran for the 
remaining year of Cozzens’ vacated 
seat, and won the election. She has 
decided not to run for re-election in 
2015.
 Adele Zucker, who has served on 
council for a total of 30 years, did not 
meet the filing deadline and will not 
appear on the ballot.
 So in November, University 
Heights residents will elect three 
people for the four seats, and come 
January 2015 there will be a vacancy 
on University Heights City Council.
 According to the city’s charter, 
council vacancies are to be filled by 
the majority vote of the remaining 
members of council within 30 days. 
If they do not do so, the mayor will 
make the appointment. Because the 
unexpired term of the appointee will 
be for more than two years, the char-
ter requires the appointee’s seat to go 
back to voters at the next municipal 
election in 2017.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer
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Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Voted ‘Best of the Heights’

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

Understanding crime in Cleveland Heights: A snapshot of the CHPD

Bob Rosenbaum

At a public forum this summer, 
sponsored by FutureHeights and the 
Heights Observer, Cleveland Heights 
Police Chief Jeffrey Robertson said 
that maintaining diversity on the po-
lice force is a management priority.
 “Officers in this department 
come from many different back-
grounds, as do the residents of the 
city,” Robertson said. “I feel that a 
well-educated work force that reflects 
the community that it serves is help-
ful in the job that we do.”
 The CHPD currently employs 
101 sworn officers, all of whom un-

dergo state-regulated police academy 
training.
 Among these are the chief, 
deputy chief, three captains, four 
lieutenants, eight sergeants and 54 
police officers. All of these are civil 
service positions—meaning candi-
dates must have a four-year college 
degree and take a civil service exam 
to be considered for the job.
 The remaining 30 positions are 
basic patrol officers—no civil service 
exam and no degree requirement. 
Once hired, these officers are encour-
aged to complete their degrees so 
they can take the civil service exam, 
Robertson said.

Boulevard Neighbors to host housing forum

Jeff Coryell

A new organization calling itself Bou-
levard Neighbors will present a forum 
for neighborhood residents on issues 
related to housing. The event will take 
place on Thursday, Sept. 17, at 7 p.m., 
at Beth El - the Heights Synagogue, 
3246 Desota Ave. The area served by 
Boulevard Neighbors is bounded by 
Mayfield Road on the north, Cumber-
land Road on the west, Berkeley Road 
and a short stretch of Euclid Heights 
Boulevard on the south, and South 
Taylor Road on the east.
 The new group formed in re-
sponse to several shootings that 
occurred near Beechwood Avenue 
in October. The violent incidents 
caused residents from the neighbor-
hood to meet with Cleveland Heights 
police officers at a Meet Your Police 
event in November, and again with 
various city officials and city council 
members at City Hall in December. 
 Following up on those meetings, 
several neighbors gathered at the 
home of Paul Greenberg and Karen 
Smith in April and agreed that an 
organization of people living in the 
area would be of great benefit.
 There was formerly a Boulevard 
Neighbors group active in the same 
area, and the new group hopes to 
revive the spirit as well as the name 
of the former organization. After a 
few planning meetings, the new Bou-
levard Neighbors decided to partici-
pate in the neighborhood leadership 
workshops sponsored this past spring 

and summer by FutureHeights as part 
of its Community Capacity-Building 
Program.
 In addition, the group arranged 
to use Beth El Synagogue as a central 
location for its larger meetings, the 
first two of which were held there in 
June and July. Those meetings were 
held to introduce the new organiza-
tion to residents of the Boulevard 
neighborhood, and to identify the 
issues of greatest concern, which in-
clude safety and housing issues. Now 
the organization intends to present 
events providing useful information 
on those and other topics, starting 
with the Sept. 17 forum on housing 
issues.
 Rick Wagner, housing director 
for the City of Cleveland Heights, 
will attend the forum to discuss city 
housing inspections and enforce-
ment. Keith Kiefer of Keller Williams 
will then discuss market conditions, 
factors that affect property values and 
how a neighborhood organization can 
help boost sales. Both speakers will 
respond to questions as well.
 Boulevard Neighbors welcomes 
all residents of the area to attend the 
forum, and the group has created a 
website, www.boulevardneighbors.org, 
where residents of the area can sign 
up to receive e-mail messages about 
future events and announcements.

Jeff Coryell is a member of the Cleveland 
Heights City Council and former board 
member of FutureHeights and Reaching 
Heights.

Sunday, September 20, 9:30-10:45 am 
 
 

 How can we increase community collaboration 
 to reform the Cleveland Police Department and 
 address firearms violence and drug trafficking? 
 
 All are invited for coffee and conversation.   
 
 SHAKER HEIGHTS 

 

US Attorney’s Office for Northern Ohio: 
An Inside View 

Steven Dettelbach 
U.S. Attorney 

Department of Justice 
Northern District Ohio 

First Unitarian Church    www.firstunitariancleveland.org 
21600 Shaker Blvd.    Shaker Heights 

 Three-fourths of the officers 
have advanced degrees beyond high 
school. Of these, seven have associate 
degrees; 48 have bachelors degrees; 11 
have earned a master’s and another 
two are in progress; five have law de-
grees, with another two in progress; 
and one has completed coursework 
on a Ph.D. in psychology and is work-
ing on her doctoral thesis, according 
to Robertson.
 Twelve officers are women, 
while 89 are men. Twenty-four are 
African American and 77 are white. 
An Orthodox Jewish officer recently 
joined the force, and two officers are 
naturalized citizens fluent in Russian.

 U n d e r -
standing Crime 
i n  C l e v e l a n d 
Heights is an on-
going series that 
seeks to foster 
understanding and perspective on 
policing in the city. For more back-
ground from the original article in 
this series, scan the QR code or visit 
http://tiny.cc/chcrimestats.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is co-chairman of the Heights 
Observer Advisory Committee, and is 
responsible for its advertising sales and 
market development.
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Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
JULy 20, 2015
All council members were present.

TAX BUDGET HEARING
City manager Tanisha Briley explained that 
the budget process begins with the tax budget 
to be voted on at tonight’s council meeting 
and ends with the appropriations ordinance, 
which will be adopted in late December. The 
process is state-mandated and substantiates 
the need to levy taxes.
 According to Briley’s presentation, 
expenses exceeded revenues in 2011, 2012 
and 2013. The 2014 numbers showed a 
modest $1.6 million reserve and the budget 
is projected to break even in 2015. Projections 
through 2020 show increasing shortfalls each 
year. Actions taken to deal with declining 
revenue, dating back to 2008, have included 
budget cuts, wage freezes for non-bargaining 
workers, increasing employees’ health-care 
costs, and personnel cuts (19 positions are 
currently held vacant). She said the need 
for increased revenue is serious. Cleveland 
Heights is budgeting $42.1 million for 2015, 
the same total as in 2010.
 Revenue sources include income tax 
(55 percent or $22.4 million), property tax 
(17 percent or $7.2 million), and state-levied 
“shared taxes,” which are declining. For ex-
ample, the estate tax and local government 
fund was $5 million in 2008, but only $1.2 
million is expected in 2015 and 2016. Briley 
noted that only 11 percent of property taxes 
go to the city and that, while some fees have 
been raised, most revenue sources are flat 
and there are serious future threats to the 
water and sewer funds.
 Briley concluded her report with a dis-
cussion of where the city can cut an additional 
$2.6 million without cutting into core services. 
She suggested that an additional four basic 
patrol police officer positions, as well as 
many special positions, would have to be 
eliminated or reduced. The fire department 
may lose six positions currently funded by a 
special grant, eliminate three vacant positions 

and an additional six positions, and reduce 
daily staffing from 16 to 12. Public works may 
eliminate four positions; reduce leaf, snow and 
grass services; and reduce the frequency of 
recycling or eliminate it all together.
 Several citizens commented. One resident 
was definitely against a tax increase, another 
supported the increase to preserve the city’s 
infrastructure. A real estate agent expressed 
concern about the effect of higher taxes on 
home sales. A resident asked about pension 
expenses and was told those did not come 
from the tax budget.

REGULAR MEETING
Public comments
Proposed cuts: Concerned about the proposed 
cuts, resident Julie Love asked about other 
expenses, such as loans to a private company, 
consultant and architect fees, renovations to 
city properties, and the cost of vehicles and 
computers. mayor Dennis Wilcox pointed out 
possible confusion about the general fund bud-
get, which excludes capital expenses and grant 
funding. The federal Community Development 
Block Grant [CDBG] money provided loans to 
the developer in question.

Water rate increases
new water utility rate and service fee adjust-
ments were established after prior study and 
discussion. Effective Aug. 1, 2015, the rate per 
mcf (thousand cubic feet) will rise from $70.04 
to $88.04.

Tax budget
Council adopted the 2016 Tax Budget, 
which was presented at the hearing earlier 
this evening. A copy of the proposed 2016 
Tax Budget is available for inspection by the 
general public at the office of the director of 
finance at City Hall.

Income tax
Council approved two pieces of legislation for 
the purpose of putting a tax income increase 
proposal before the voters in the fall 2015 
General Election. The first amended the city 
code to increase the municipal income tax rate 

Look for earlier, and often expand-
ed, postings of meeting summaries 
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are 
abstracted from LWV observers’ 
written reports. The summaries have 
been edited and prepared by Anne 
mcFarland, Charlene morse and 
maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-
mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com 
or join through Google groups using 
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a 
search phrase.
 These reports contain member 
observation and selected highlights 
of public meetings and are not offi-
cial statements of the Heights Chap-
ter of the League of Women Voters 
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer 
must accompany any redistribution 
of these reports.

from 2 percent to 2.25 percent, effective Jan. 
1, 2016, contingent on voter approval. The 
second was a resolution to file the proposed 
tax to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elec-
tions for placement on the ballot.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

AUGUST 3, 2015
Council member Jason Stein was absent.

Public comments
General complaints: Three residents reg-
istered a variety of complaints about the 
city and city council, including a decline in 
quality of residents, a desire to return to the 
past, decisions by the past mayor and city 
council, the lack of Republicans on council, 
and problems with the schools.
 Personal trainer at recreation center: 
Three residents spoke about the personal 
trainer program at the recreation center. 
They were all enthusiastic supporters of the 
current trainer and how the program has 
helped them. One speaker complained 
that the city has not replaced the current 
[trainer], who is expected to leave on Aug. 
15. The city manager and Council member 
Jeff Coryell responded, [indicating that] this 
is a valuable program and their intention is 
to expand it. The city will hire two additional 
staff as contract employees and they will be 
supervised by the current trainer, who has 
more credentials and has agreed to remain 
on staff. 

Regional business development 
Council authorized an agreement with the 
county to establish a business attraction 
and anti-poaching protocol that supports 
a regional approach to economic develop-
ment and discourages competition among 
communities. Council member Kahlil Seren 
expressed reservations about the language 
of the agreement, and voted no.

Public engagement
The city has launched a public engage-
ment campaign to help educate the public 

about the need for increased income taxes. 
[Engagement] activities can be found on the 
city website. It will allow more than 1,000 
to participate without leaving their homes.

Mayor’s comments on the city
mayor Dennis Wilcox addressed the tone of 
the public comments and noted that while the 
community has real issues, “we” work hard 
to resolve them. He said that the negative 
comments do not capture the quality of life 
in Cleveland Heights [and that], in his 16 
years on council and 41 years as a resident, 
he finds many more positives. He expressed 
his support for the schools and their quality, 
and [said] that he is not ashamed of having 
supported school levies.

LWV Observer: Susie Kaeser.

Please note: youTube videos of Cleveland 
Heights City Council meetings may be ac-
cessed at youtube.com/clevelandheightsoh.

year’s Hop attracted more than 
2,000 fans. Organizers are hoping 
that even more people will turn 
out this year, especially since it is 
taking place a month earlier than 
in previous years.
 “We’ve had two really success-
ful years, and I think the fact that 
we have moved it forward this year, 
we will be able to take advantage 
of the better weather,” said Adam 
Fleischer, owner of The Wine Spot 
on Lee Road.
 Musicians will be performing 
in restaurants and retail stores 
along Lee Road, from Zagara’s 
Marketplace on the north end of 
the street to the Lee Road Library 
on the south end.
 This year, 18 venues are par-
ticipating in the event, more than 
in previous years. In addition to 
Zagara’s and the library, the venues 
are Anatolia Cafe, the BottleHouse 
Brewery, Brennan’s Colony, Dew-
ey’s Pizza, Heights Arts, Lopez 

Southwest Kitchen, Marotta’s, 
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates, the 
New Heights Grill, Parnell’s Pub, 
Phoenix Coffee, the Rib Cage, The 
Social Room, the Stone Oven, the 
Tavern Company and The Wine 
Spot.
 This is the first year that the 
Rib Cage has taken part in the 
Hop, and Robert Hill, the restau-
rant’s owner, is excited. “We always 
wanted to be involved,” he said, 
“but it just never worked out.” Dur-
ing the event, the Rib Cage will be 
roasting two pigs in the parking lot 
next to the restaurant. “That way 
people can see how we prepare the 
food,” Hill said. The restaurant will 
be distributing some free food at 
the event.
 The storefront next to the Rib 
Cage—which is currently vacant 
but will soon become an expan-
sion of the restaurant—will serve 
as the Hop’s headquarters on Sept. 
19. The headquarters will be the 

music hop continued from page 1

central location for volunteers and 
staff. It is also a place where those 
attending the Hop can stop by for 
information during the event, and 
purchase Music Hop merchandise.
 The Hop will kick off with 
daytime shows at the library and 
Zagara’s leading into the evening 
events, with most of the music 
performances taking place 5–11 
p.m.
 An after-party, featuring music 
by the Admirables, will take place 
at the BottleHouse Brewery, and 
kicks off at 11 p.m. The Music Hop 
is a free event, but admission to the 
after-party will be $5 (no advance 
tickets needed; just pay at the 
door).
 Performers this year include 
By Light We Loom, the Trepan-
ning Trio, Shawn and Shelby, 
Archie Green, Patrick Stefan, the 
Ageless Males, Joshua Jesty, the 
Banging Fragiles, Jason Patrick 
Meyers, Noon, Elegie, Rebekah 
Jean and the Root Bottle. Ad-
ditional performers will be an-
nounced via the Music Hop web-
site, www.heightsmusichop.com, and 
through the Hop’s social media 
accounts.
 The Heights Music Hop is 
organized by FutureHeights, the 
nonprofit community group that 
also publishes the Heights Observer. 

In addition to the Cedar Lee SID, 
this year’s other sponsors are Sim-
ply Charming, The Wine Spot, 
Dewey’s Pizza, the New Heights 
Grill, Motorcars, Keller National 
and realtor Susan Delaney of How-
ard Hanna.
 This year, the Hop has teamed 
up with Uber, the car service. Uber 
will provide a special ride code for 
the evening that new users can use 
for a free ride. A link to the code 
will be provided on the Hop web-
site and through social media.
 The Hop is still seeking vol-
unteers to help with the event.  
Volunteers are being asked to work 
two- or three-hour shifts, helping 
staff the music venues, canvassing 
Lee Road with maps and answer-
ing questions, and assisting with 
volunteer and musician check-ins. 
Anyone interested in volunteering 
can sign up at www.heightsmusichop.
com/volunteer or send an e-mail to 
heightsmusichop@futureheights.
org. Volunteers will receive a ticket 
to the after-party and a T-shirt, as 
well as snacks and water.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights 
resident, was a writer and editor at 
Rolling Stone magazine for 15 years. 
He is also the author of several books, 
including biographies of Jim Morrison, 
John Lennon and Bob Marley.
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Your neighbor; your plumber 
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, bonded  

& insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 •  herbsplumbingandheating.com

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

Mention this ad for 10% off 
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

Mark Souther

For most of its history, Grant Dem-
ing’s Forest Hill Historic District 
was a neighborhood in search of 
its own identity. Developed more 
than a century ago as the Forest Hill 
Allotment, to evoke images of John 
D. Rockefeller’s summer estate of 
the same name, the neighborhood 
gradually lost its name. Once fully 
developed, it no longer appeared in 
newspaper advertisements. Then, 
after John D. Rockefeller Jr.’s land 
along the East Cleveland border 
was laid out as another Forest Hill 
in the late 1920s, the original Forest 
Hill neighborhood became a place 
identified primarily in relation to 
nearby areas. 
 With the rise of the Coven-
try and Cedar Lee commercial 
districts in the 1920s, residents of 
Deming’s development began to 
identify with them. The longtime 
presence of Coventry School on 
the neighborhood’s northwest cor-
ner caused many to say they lived 
“in the Coventry neighborhood.” 
Likewise, religious institutions of-
fered a degree of definition. The 
neighborhood’s proximity to St. 
Ann’s Roman Catholic Church, 
which had its own school, led many 
to see themselves as living in the St. 
Ann neighborhood. 
 The original Forest Hill neigh-
borhood owed its origins to Grant 
Deming, a real estate developer 
from Canada. Sensing the east-
ward push into the Heights, Dem-
ing shifted his focus to suburban 
speculation. In the early 1900s, he 
acquired almost 200 acres of land 
owned mainly by John D. Rockefell-
er Jr. and the heirs of James B. Hay-
cox, a dairy farmer who lived on Lee 
Road in the vicinity of present-day 
Zagara’s Marketplace. There, Dem-
ing imagined Forest Hill, which his 
promotional literature, with more 
than a touch of hyperbole, dubbed 
“America’s Richest Suburb.”
 Deming thought big. His mar-
keting materials attempted to situ-
ate Forest Hill in the company of 
Boston’s Brookline, New York’s 
Llewellyn Park, and Washington 
D.C.’s Chevy Chase. Like these 
venerable garden suburbs, Forest 
Hill would have gently curving 
streets, setback sidewalks, and a pas-
toral air. Deming characterized the 
streets—laid out by the F.A. Pease 
Engineering Company, the same 
firm that platted Shaker Heights—as 
“natural openings through the giants 
of the forest,” but the landscape was 
more accurately a mosaic of woods 
and meadows. An exception was 
the western side of the tract, where 
two branches of the Dugway Brook 
meandered through thickly forested 
ravines in their descent to Lake Erie.
 Almost completely built out by 
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the time the Great Depression hit, 
Forest Hill not only yielded its name 
to the newer Rockefeller allotment 
to the north, it also fell on the same 
hard times that soon curtailed con-
struction in the newer development. 
Deming’s Forest Hill was largely 
complete, but its residents faced 
challenges of their own. Many took 
in boarders, some of whom likely 
occupied onetime servants’ quarters. 
In the early 1930s, the arrival of the 
first African American family, in a 
house at Washington Boulevard and 
Cottage Grove Drive, prompted a 
bombing before cooler heads pre-
vailed. It would take another four 
decades for racial integration to 
make real progress. 
 The 1960s brought new con-
cerns about racial steering and 
“blockbusting” real estate brokers, in 
Forest Hill and across the Heights, 
leading residents to organize to 
promote stable and orderly integra-
tion. The defeat of the planned Lee 
Freeway, which would have obliter-
ated Parkway Drive and dozens of 
homes just west of Lee Road, played 
a similarly important stabilizing role.
 Not until it was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in 2010 did Grant Deming’s Forest 
Hill reenter the public imagina-
tion. Once forgotten, the original 
allotment developer became the 
namesake for a new online forum 
(www.grantdemingneighborhood.org) 
that cemented, perhaps, the [neigh-
borhood’s] intrinsic identity [for the 
first time] since Rockefeller stole 
Deming’s thunder decades before. 
So well known is Grant Deming 
today, in fact, that many simply 
say they live in the Grant Deming 
Neighborhood, once more obscur-
ing the name Deming chose for his 
neighborhood. If its name continues 
to produce confusion, however, 
the neighborhood today melds an 
unmistakable sense of place with a 
socially diverse population.
 [Adapted from Mark South-
er, “Grant Deming’s Forest Hill,” 
www.clevelandhistorical.org/items/
show/447.]

Mark Souther, a member of the Cleve-
land Heights Landmark Commission, 
wrote this article. This column is pro-
duced by members of the CH Landmark 
Commission, to highlight historically sig-
nificant buildings in Cleveland Heights, 
and share its mission of preserving and 
protecting buildings, works of art and 
other objects of historical or architectural 
value to the community.

Grant Deming’s Forest Hill Historic District

The 2014 lincoln Boulevard block party.
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Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

800.707.8922 | hospicewr.org

A LIFETIME OF 
CHOICE DOESN’T 
END HERE.
Most people think you call hospice when you’re all out of 

options. That’s not true if you call Hospice of the Western 

Reserve. As Northern Ohio’s most experienced and most 

referred hospice provider, we offer more options to personalize 

care. Our patients and their families live their lives where they 

choose–at our unique facilities, at home, at a hospital, at a 

nursing home or at an assisted living residence. See why more 

families choose the hospice of choice at hospicewr.org.

Why replace? 
Your existing windows can work like new!

(216) 321-7729   mjmwindowrestoration.com

You’ll save thousands!
30 yrs. experience • Ask about our winter discount

MJM Window Restoration

• Sticky windows
• Broken ropes

• Cracked glass
• Weather stripping
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(216) 392-1335               class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 
 

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
 • Residential Driveways 

• Asphalt/Concrete/Masonry 
• Kitchens & Baths 
• Sit-In Tubs/Handicap Showers our specialty 

 Ask for Gary or Mike 
(216) 397-6349 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Road 
www.class1pavers.com 

FALL SPECIALS 

Need money? 
Great Financing 

• Roofing 
• Sealcoating 
• Siding & Windows 

CH historical lectures and tours planned for fall season
Mazie Adams

This fall, the Cleveland Heights 
Landmark Commission, the Cleve-
land Heights Historical Society, 
Heights Libraries, and Cleveland 
State University Center for Public 
History + Digital Humanities are 
partnering to present a series of his-
torical lectures and tours centered in 

and around Cleveland Heights.
 All events will take place rain or 
shine, and registration is required for 
some events. To register, call 216-291-4878.

Sept. 5, 10 a.m. to noon, Cleve-
land Heights Rocks and Wa-
ters 2015: Dugway Brook west 
branch walking tour and lecture
This lecture and tour, led by Roy 
Larick, Korbi Roberts and Jim Miller, 
will trace Dugway Brook through 
Coventry and Lake View Cemetery. 
Learn about Caleb Eddy’s 1809 Lake 
View bluestone gristmill, and Ezra 
Lacy’s 1834 Rock Court sandstone 
quarry—and much more. [Ensemble 
Theatre at the Coventry School 
building, 2843 Washington Blvd.; 
registration required.]

Sept. 10, 7 p.m., House History 
Workshop
Using local research tools as well as 
online sites, Kara Hamley O’Donnell, 
Cleveland Heights city planner, will 
teach workshop participants how to 
research their home’s history, to find 
out when it was built and by whom, 

who were its past owners, and how to 
locate historic photos. The workshop 
will also cover how to use Plain Dealer 
indexes to find out what may have 
happened at a property—from home 
sales to society events. Participants 
who pre-register and provide their 
mailing address will receive basic 
information to enable them to start 
their property research; others can re-
ceive the information at a later date. 
[Lee Road Library, 2345 Lee Road; 
reservations encouraged.]

Sept. 12, 10–11:45 a.m., App-en-
hanced Coventry Village Walk-
ing Tour
Mark Souther, Cleveland State Uni-
versity professor, and a team of CSU 
graduate students, will lead this inter-
active tour of Coventry Village, which 
developed along Coventry Road 
in 1919, saw the migration of Jews 
between the 1920s and 1950s, and 
emerged as Cleveland’s own Haight-
Ashbury in the late 1960s. Bring your 
iPhone or Android phone to discover 
even more colorful history in an old-
meets-new twist on the familiar 
walking tour, utilizing the Cleveland 
Historical app. [Meet at the Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. arch outside Coventry Vil-
lage Library; reservations required.]

Oct. 1, 7 p.m., M.M. Brown’s 
Mayfield Heights Allotment  
lecture
This neighborhood, bounded rough-
ly by Euclid Heights Boulevard and 
Coventry, Mayfield and Superior 
roads, originated in the late-1800s. 
It is rich in history, and features 
19th- and early 20th-century homes.  
Mark Souther and Chuck Owen, 
founder of CH Historical Society, 
will talk about this area that many 
consider “Coventry Village.” {Lee 
Road Library; no reservations 
needed.]

Oct. 3, 10 a.m., Tour of Nela Park 
David E. Korow, senior lighting special-
ist, will lead a tour of GE Lighting’s 
historic, 102-year-old Nela Park in East 
Cleveland. Learn about the company’s 
roots, and the world’s first industrial 
park. The tour will include the Lighting 
Institute, two lighting demonstration 
areas and the GE Lighting Museum. 
[Reservations required.]

Oct. 10, 10–11:45 a.m., App-en-
hanced Coventry Village Walk-
ing Tour
This is a repeat presentation of the 
sure-to-be-popular Sept. 12 tour. 
[Meet at the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
arch outside Coventry Village Li-
brary; reservations required.]

Mazie Adams is chair of the CH Land-
mark Commission

Doan Brook seeks 
volunteers for Sept. 5 
storm drain stenciling

Graham Welling 

The Doan Brook Watershed Partner-
ship (DBWP) is looking for volunteers 
to help “paint the town” on Saturday, 
Sept. 5, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in 
Cleveland Heights. This will be non-
profit organization’s final Storm Drain 
Stenciling Saturday, for this year.
 Volunteers are needed to help 
mark curbs next to residential storm 
drains with the stenciled message 
“Lake Erie Starts Here,” and to dis-
tribute information about the signage 
to neighborhood residents. 
 On Sept. 5, participants will meet 
at the Cleveland Heights Community 
Center, 1 Monticello Blvd., for a short 
stenciling demonstration and to pick 
up needed supplies and street assign-
ments. Refreshments will also be 
provided.
 The storm drain stenciling pro-
gram was initiated because of the 
high amount of contaminants that 
flow into the Doan Brook and, sub-
sequently, Lake Erie, from storm 
runoff. These contaminants include 
used motor oil, litter, pet and yard 
waste, and fertilizers and pesticides 
from lawns.
 Doan Brook runs for eight miles, 
from Shaker Heights through Cleve-
land Heights and University Circle 
to Lake Erie. Most storm runoff does 
not pass through the sanitary sewer 
system, and does not receive any 
kind of treatment. Polluted runoff 
is a major cause of algae blooms and 
other ecosystem damage.
 Storm Drain Stenciling Saturdays 
are one of several initiatives offered 
by the Doan Brook Watershed Part-
nership to help improve the health of 
local waters, with support from the 
cities of Cleveland Heights, Shaker 
Heights and Cleveland. Individuals, 
families and organizations, such as 
scouts, school or church groups, 
neighborhood associations and ser-
vice clubs, are invited to sign up to 
help. Large volunteer groups may 
inquire about alternate dates. For 
more information or to register, call 
216-325-7781 or send an e-mail to well-
ing@doanbrookpartnership.org.
 The Doan Brook Watershed 
Partnership is a multi-stakeholder, 
nonprofit organization with broad 
participation from the cities of Cleve-
land, Cleveland Heights and Shaker 
Heights. Its mission is to protect 
and restore the Doan Brook and its 
watershed through collaboration and 
sharing of resources.

Graham Welling is on the staff of Doan 
Brook Watershed Partnership.

Great Eye Care. 
Locally Owned.

Dr. Ernest J. Robinson
• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Treatment of Eye Diseases
• Contact Lens Care
• Designer Eyewear

Walk-ins welcome

2259 Warrensville Ctr. Road
University Hts., OH 44118
216-371-5520
4625 Richmond Road
Warrensville Hts., OH 44128
216-765-0532

We accept all major vision and medical insurance

Free frame with 
purchase of lenses.
When you mention this ad

Outside 
prescriptions 
welcome

cim.edu/prep

SUPERIOR MUSIC 
EDUCATION,  

CLOSE TO HOME

Music instruction for all ages and skill levels, taught 
by world-class musicians

Locations in University Circle, Chagrin Falls, 
Shaker Heights and Westlake

Preparatory and Continuing Education

fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
& inspiration!

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220
boltandspool.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday 
11-6 pm
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Before investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses. Contact State 
Farm VP Management Corp (1-800-447-4930) for a prospectus or summary prospectus containing 

this and other information. Read it carefully. Securities are not FDIC insured, are not bank guaranteed 
and are subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal. AP2013/03/0938 State Farm VP 
Management Corp. One State Farm Plaza, Bloomington, Illinois 61710-0001. Neither State Farm nor its agents 

provide investment, tax, or legal advice.

The sooner you start investing, the more likely you are to reach 
your long-term goals. Ask me about State Farm Mutual Funds®.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Will your money 
retire before you do?

Lee Bachman, Agent
Registered Representative
Bus: 216-321-1422

 Great Selection of  
Crafts and Imports
Fine Wines

State-Minimum Prices

Walk-In Beer Cooler

“Lucky” Lotto Store

Big B’s Beverage 
Your neighborhood source for beer, 
wine and non-alcoholic beverages

M-Th 8-10; F-S 8-11; Sun 10-8
2000 Warrensville Ctr. Road, South Euclid

(Just north of Cedar Center)
(216) 382-7330

FutureHeights and League of Women Voters to 
host candidates forums; publish voters guide

FutureHeights and the CH-UH 
Chapter of the Greater Cleveland 
League of Women Voters (LWV) 
will host two forums to introduce 
candidates for local elections to 
Heights residents.
 A forum on Sept. 29 will take 
place from 7 to 9 p.m. at John 
Carroll University’s Dolan Hall, 
and will feature candidates for 
University Heights City Council 
and the CH-UH Board of Educa-
tion (BOE). An Oct. 14 forum will 

take place from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Cleveland Heights Community 
Center, and will feature candidates 
for BOE and Cleveland Heights 
City Council.
 FutureHeights and the LWV 
will publish a Voters Guide in the 
October print issue of the Heights 
Observer, which will be available 
at CH and UH city halls, schools, 
libraries, religious institutions and 
local businesses, and online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.

www.qbds.net 
 

216.421.8380 phone

216.421.0868 fax

cleveland hts, oh 44118

QUINTANA’ S
b a r b e r  &  d r e a m  s p a

spa  (north bldg) 
2190 south taylor rd

barbershop  (south bldg)

2200 south taylor rd

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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School picture time  
They’re only this age once; don’t the 
memories deserve something better 

than a paper frame?

Get $20 off on 
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

Beth El offers free tickets for the High Holy Days

Joe Buchwald Gelles

Beth El - The Heights Synagogue 
(BETHS) is offering free tickets for 
the High Holy Days again this year.
 “We’ve never charged for High 
Holy Day tickets,” said Erica New, 
Beth El’s co-president. “It’s kind of 
a ‘homecoming’ and we’re happy to 
have anybody join us.”
 BETHS is a traditional-egalitari-
an synagogue located at 3246 Desota 
Ave., at the corner of Berkeley and 
Desota avenues, and a stone’s throw 
from Lee Road and Euclid Heights 
Boulevard. The main entrance is on 
Berkeley Avenue.
 Rosh HaShanah services will be 
held Sunday, Sept. 13 at 7:40 p.m., 
Monday, Sept. 14 at 8:30 a.m. and at 
8:20 p.m., and Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 8:30 

a.m.
 The Yom Kippur Kol Nidrei 
service will be held Tuesday, Sept. 
22 at 7:05 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 23 
(including Yizkor) at 8:30 a.m. and 5 
p.m. The blowing of the shofar will 
be on Wednesday at 8:05 p.m.  
 BETHS’ services are traditional, 
mostly in Hebrew, with mixed seat-
ing. Rabbi Moshe Adler and members 
of the congregation will lead the ser-
vices. The congregation will provide 
prayer books for participants.
 To obtain free tickets for the 
High Holy Days, call 216-320-9667 or 
send an e-mail to info@bethelheights.
org. For more information call 216-
321-6734.

Joe Buchwald Gelles is a longtime Heights 
resident, a book publisher and graphic 
designer.

HBC offers discounted home tour tickets for 
bicyclists

 Jamison Babb

Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC) is 
partnering with Heights Community 
Congress (HCC) to offer discounted 
tickets to HCC’s Sept. 20 Heights 
Heritage Home & Garden Tour, to 
encourage bicycling as a means of 
transportation during the tour.
 Tourgoers who would like to ride 
a bike on the tour can purchase ad-
vance tickets for $15—a $5 savings off 
a standard pre-sale ticket—through 
the HBC website, www.bikesinthe-
heights.org, beginning Sept. 1. Contact 
Sarah O’Keeffe at chbikecoalition@

gmail.com with any questions.

Jamison Babb is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and an HBC member.

Cyclists on an HBC-sponsored bike tour of 
historic districts in Cleveland Heights stop at 
a home on Washington Boulevard last May.
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A Catholic school that educates women for life, leadership 
and service, Beaumont is the only all-girls International 
Baccalaureate Candidate School in Greater Cleveland

3301 N. Park Blvd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 | 216.321.2954 | BeaumontSchool.org

Discover the Beaumont experience! 
Join us for our fall open houses: 

Sunday, Oct. 11  from noon to 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 18 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Visit BeaumontSchool.org/Admissions for more information!

Beaumont School

GrowingHeights names new coordinator
Jaclyn Mace

GrowingHeights, a Heights-based orga-
nization created to connect and grow 
local community gardens, has added a 
familiar face to a leadership role. Chris 
Hanson assumed the role of coordina-
tor on Aug. 1. 
 The position was originally held by 
Samantha Provencio, who was known 
for her highly detailed and helpful 
newsletters and website.
 Hanson had his first taste of the 
Heights as a FutureHeights intern in 
2012. He graduated cum laude that 
year from Cleveland State University 
with a B.A. in Urban Studies. Wanting 
to continue service to his community 
and country, Hanson then enlisted in 
the Ohio Army National Guard as a 
combat engineer. He now lives in The 
Canterbury, a building located in the 
Cedar Taylor neighborhood of Cleve-
land Heights.
 Hanson said he hopes to expand 
membership by “getting dirty,” add-
ing, “I’d like to be an active partici-
pant in this community and help out 
in every way I can, even if that means 
breaking new ground myself. I want 
to help start more gardens across the 
Heights area. It’s important.”

 G r o w i n g -
Heights, former-
ly Heights Com-
munity Garden 
Network, was 
f o u n d e d  b y 
now-Cleveland 
Heights Coun-
cil Member Jeff 
Coryell and others, to enable local 
community gardens to share resources, 
manpower, interest and knowledge. 
 Under Provencio’s helm, the or-
ganization grew its membership and 
presence through popular programs 
such as seed banking and plant swap-
ping. Provencio also garnered attention 
for the GrowingHeights newsletter, 
available at www.growingheights.com.
 The organization is now heading 
back to its roots by focusing on pro-
gramming that will aid the community 
with gardening know-how and support. 
Hanson hopes to expand the resources 
GrowingHeights offers to the community. 
Programs in the works include regional 
speakers, workshops, and classes from a 
partnership with The Ohio State Univer-
sity Extension of Cuyahoga County.

Jaclyn Mace is a volunteer media special-
ist with GrowingHeights.

Annual Shaker Lakes Hike & Run scheduled 
for Sept. 20

Lisa Fredrickson

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 
will hold its annual Shaker Lakes Hike 
& Run on Sunday, Sept. 20. Runners 
and hikers of all ages and abilities 
are invited to participate. The event 
benefits the Jenny Goldman Fund and 
environmental education, promotes 
health and wellness, and celebrates 
the Shaker parklands.
 The 5K and 10K races will begin 
at 8:30 a.m., at the intersection of 
South Park Boulevard, North Park 
Boulevard and North Woodland 
Road, finishing at the Nature Cen-
ter. The courses take runners along 
the tree-lined streets of the Shaker 
parklands, around Lower Shaker and 
Horseshoe lakes. The 10K course 
extends east along Shelburne Road 
to Chesterton Road and back to the 
Nature Center along South Park 
Boulevard.
 Both races will be chip-timed and 
offer awards for winners in various age 
divisions. Registration by Sept. 18 is 
$20, and race-day registration is $25.
 The guided hikes depart the 
Nature Center at 8:45 a.m. Hiking op-
tions include a one-mile, pet-friendly, 
family hike through the forest, marsh 
and demonstration prairie within the 
Nature Center grounds; a four-mile 
hike through the Doan Brook gorge 

to explore the habitats, history and 
geology of the area; and a hike to the 
Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve 
on Lake Erie, with options to hike 
back or return by shuttle.
 Hikes are $15 for adults, and $10 
for children under 12, scouts and 
school club members.
 Event-day registration begins at 
7 a.m. at the Nature Center, 2600 
South Park Blvd. Participants can 
park at the Shaker Heights Board 
of Education parking lot and cross 
Shaker Boulevard to get to the Na-
ture Center. Parking is also available 
at Hathaway Brown and Beaumont 
schools, where a shuttle van will run 
to and from the Nature Center.
 All registrants will receive a T-
shirt and refreshments. For more in-
formation and to register, visit www.
shakerlakes.org or www.hmapromotions.
net, or call 216-321-5935.

Lisa Fredrickson is the media and event man-
ager for the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes.

Hundreds of runners participated in last year’s 
shaker lakes Hike & Run that raises funds for 
environmental education.

Tour continued from page 1

“transport visitors to an earlier time.” 
 A different kind of 1920s home, 
on Woodmere Road, is notable 
for how its inhabitants have bridged 
the decades with an eclectic mix of 
mid-century modern, Scandinavian 
and Italian furniture. Peppered with 
unique antiques and impressive art, 
the owners have incorporated a wine 
cellar, a woodworking room, and sew-
ing and craft rooms.
 Old and new live side-by-side in 
the home on Harcourt Drive, in 
one of Cleveland Heights’s premier 
neighborhoods. The owners have 
taken much care in restoring and 
enhancing the home’s architectural 
assets. Outside the home is a veg-
etable and flower garden, which uses 
recycled rainwater.
 The house on Ormond Road 
was a foreclosure, and might have 
been forgotten and left to crumble. 
Instead, an expert renovation gut-
ted it to the bare walls and turned it 
into a “little gem”—one that “proves 
that restoration and decorating can 
be done affordably, sustainably and 
tastefully.”  
 Offering a taste of elegant, old 
Cleveland Heights, the home on 
Guilford Road boasts a dramatic 
staircase, classical fireplace, stained 
woodwork, grand French doors, 
paneled library, curved bay window, 
fluted pilasters, and a large, original 
servants’ quarters.
 A California-style bungalow 
on Stillman Road caught the eye 
of a movie producer who used it 
in the filming of a movie. Artfully 
renovated, it exudes the feeling of a 
“cozy cottage that could be a vaca-

tion getaway—complete with a home 
theater.” 
 The garden on Yorkshire Road, 
Burnt Toast Farm, is home to a former 
West Coast ballet dancer and food 
policy expert who has returned to his 
native Cleveland to implement his 
dream of “homesteading” in the heart 
of Cleveland Heights. Burnt Toast 
Farm displays a full front-yard garden 
and innovative ways of growing, and 
hosts unique community events. 
 Tickets for the Sept. 20 tour are 
$20 in advance, or $25 the day of the 
tour. Tour tickets can be purchased 
online at HCC’s website, www.
heightscongress.org, or by calling the 
HCC office at 216-321-6775. Tickets 
are also available at Zagara’s, Heinen’s 
(Green Road location), the Stone 
Oven, Bremec’s and Appletree Books. 
Tickets to the Sept. 19 preview party 
are $125 and can be purchased from 
the HCC office, either online or by 
phone.
 The Heights Heritage Home 
& Garden Tour is sponsored and 
produced by Heights Community 
Congress. Tour proceeds benefit 
programs that support HCC’s mis-
sion as an advocate of social justice, 
a monitor of fair housing practices, 
and a facilitator for building a strong, 
diverse community. Proceeds from 
this year’s tour will also support the 
Oxford Community Garden and 
Noble Neighbors, a community group 
working to strengthen the Noble 
neighborhood.

Pam Wetherill, a resident of University 
Heights, is a volunteer with HCC and 
serves on its Fair Housing Committee.

Chris Hanson
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Planning for Eastside Greenway advances
Nancy Boylan 

A recently concluded study highlights 
the potential for a network of bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities linking the 
City of Cleveland’s east side with 19 
other municipalities, including Cleve-
land Heights and University Heights 
and all of their neighboring cities. The 
Eastside Greenway, as the proposed 
network is known, would increase 
connectivity in eastern Cuyahoga 
County and enable greater access to 
active transportation and recreation. 
The study’s soon-to-be-released final 
report will include infrastructure 
recommendations tailored to major 
routes and amenities, and a strategy 
for design and implementation.
 Many Eastside Greenway trail 
segments already exist in east side 
cities but important connections be-
tween the segments are lacking. Link-
ing the existing segments through a 
series of on- and off-road connectors 
would provide greater bicycle and 
pedestrian access to employment cen-
ters, public transportation and parks, 
and would provide recreational, eco-
nomic and health-related benefits.
 One of the first improvements 
could accompany a planned resur-
facing of Noble Road in Cleveland 
Heights and East Cleveland some-
time in the next few years. In a sce-
nario that would be fine-tuned as the 
resurfacing project draws nearer, the 
four-lane street, which is reduced to 
two lanes to accommodate parking 

in some commercial areas, would be 
transformed into a street with two 
protected bike lanes, two through-
traffic lanes and a left-turning lane 
in residential areas. In commercial 
areas, two through-traffic lanes would 
share the right-of-way with two bike 
lanes and on-street parking on both 
sides of the street.
 The proposed improvements 
to Noble Road, which would turn 
a bicycle-unfriendly street into one 
that bicyclists would seek out, while 
also making the street more pleasant 
and predictable for motorists, could 
eventually link to recommended im-
provements on Euclid Avenue. The 
study calls for adding protected bike 
lanes—possibly, in part, in a mid-street 
“cycle-track” configuration—to Euclid 
Avenue between Martin Luther King 
Jr. Drive and East 222nd Street. The 
new stretch of bike-friendly Euclid 
Avenue would connect to the exist-
ing bike lanes that run on Euclid 
from East 105th Street to Playhouse 
Square. The Euclid Avenue improve-
ments would take longer to complete 
and most likely would not all be put in 
place at the same time.
 The Eastside Greenway planning 
process, a good example of planning 
at a regional scale, was guided by a 
steering committee consisting of rep-
resentatives of the 20 participating 
municipalities and advisory members 
from major regional organizations, 
such as the Ohio Department of  
Transportation, Greater Cleveland 

Regional Transit Authority, Cleveland 
Metroparks, Northeast Ohio Re-
gional Sewer District and Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 
(NOACA), and was further informed 
by 12 public meetings held between 
September 2014 and May 2015.
 The study, which grew out of 
an idea that emerged at Cleveland 
State University in 2012, was funded 
primarily by a grant obtained through 
NOACA and was jointly led by the 
Cuyahoga County Planning Com-
mission and LAND studio, with 
SmithGroupJJR as lead planning con-
sultant. The study’s final recommen-
dations include 10 near-term priority 
projects, including the Noble Road 
project, which would dramatically 
improve transportation connectiv-
ity within the study area. These are 
accompanied by recommendations 
for three long-term, transformative 
priority projects and 11 of lesser prior-
ity. These findings were presented at 
a final public meeting in July 2015.
 The focus of the Eastside Gre-

in residential areas, noble Road could be reworked to include protected bike lanes.

enway project will now move from 
planning to implementation. An 
article by Steven Litt in the Plain 
Dealer highlighted the importance of 
a concerted push to get the network 
built, and Glenn Coyne, executive 
director of the Cuyahoga County 
Planning Commission, stated that 
“continuing the momentum is really 
critical.” Planner Neal Billetdeaux, 
of SmithGroupJJR, noted that the 
municipalities that make up the 
Eastside Greenway should officially 
endorse the project. “It would bring 
a lot more validity to the plan,” he 
said, “and it could help with fundrais-
ing.” The project has already received 
significant positive feedback.
 Copies of the report will soon be 
available for download at www.eastsi-
degreenway.weebly.com, and questions 
or comments about the project can 
be addressed to nboylan@land-studio.
org.

Nancy Boylan is a project director at 
LAND studio.

SEPT 12-13
SHAKER SQUARE
SAT (Noon-9pm)  &  SUN (Noon-6pm)

Tom Evanchuck and the Old Money
Megan Zurkey Band
The Commonwealth
Midnight Passenger
Revolution Brass Band
By Light We Loom
Top Hat Black
Morgan Mecaskey Band
Thaddeus Anna Greene

» Chef Demos
» Top Chef Grill Off Competitions
» Garlic Gourmet Alley
» Craft Brew Tent
» Wine & Beer Tastings
» Ohio Cheese Guild Tent
» Garlic Eating Contests

» Mighty Locavores Kids’ Zone
» Flower Clown
»  Euclid Beach Boys Rocket Ship

& Thriller Cars
» Parades
» Miss Garlic
» Artist Gallery

LIVE  MUSIC

FEATURES  –  DON’T MISS!

TICKETS, INFO, and FREE live music sampler download from previous performers:

ClevelandGarlicFestival.org

Annual FUNdraiser

to support

North Union Farmers Market,

a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t

216.751.7656

20th Year Anniversary
Birthday Party & BBQ

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 PRE-FESTIVAL PARTY
Additional ticket required.

NFM_0020_ad_9.5x7.5_observer.indd   1 8/11/15   11:31 AM
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  |  12-1:30PM

The most widely read and highly honored education writer in America.

For tickets, visit opendoorsacademy.org or call 216-229-1900.

Jonathan Kozol
Richard and Joanne Clark  |  Leah Gary 

Dan Moulthrop

Co-Chairs:

Moderator:Featured Speaker:

Some Day is Now, a luncheon for the future of Open Doors Academy.

COME FOR LUNCH  |  FEED YOUR MIND
Junior Ballroom, Cleveland Convention Center, Global Center for Health Innovation

300 Lakeside Avenue East, Cleveland, OH 44114

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

Student buys CH home through new land bank program

Peter Camba at his new Cleveland Heights home.

Katherine Bulava

The Cuyahoga Land Bank is handing 
over the keys to the first home sold 
through its BRAIN (Buying and Re-
taining Academic Investment Now) 
program to Cleveland State Univer-
sity (CSU) student Peter Camba.
 “Brain gain”—the attraction and 
retention of young professionals with 
higher-education degrees—has long 
been touted as an economic develop-
ment driver, and affordable housing is 
one of the factors in retaining young 
talent. With several well-respected 
universities in the area and an inven-
tory of vacant homes ready to be 
renovated and returned to productive 
use, the Land Bank recognized an op-
portunity to play a role in retaining 
talent in Cuyahoga County by con-
necting students and recent graduates 
with great, affordable housing. With 
this goal in mind, it created BRAIN.
 BRAIN offers eligible students 
and recent graduates the chance to 
purchase a newly renovated home at a 

discount of 15 percent off the purchase 
price and an additional 5 percent of the 
purchase price to be applied to closing 
costs. To participate in the program, 
students must be currently enrolled 
in a college or post-graduate degree 
program, or submit a BRAIN applica-
tion within two years of graduation.
 With the help of CSU trustees 
Dan T. Moore and June Taylor, the 

HRRC offers electrical repair 
course for women
Becky Stager

Home Repair Resource Center 
(HRRC) is accepting applications for 
the next module in its Home How-To 
for Women course: Electrical Repairs. 
The course will begin Sept. 30 and 
run through Nov. 18, with classes 
held each Wednesday, 7–9 p.m., at the 
HRRC Teaching Center, 2520 Noble 
Road in Cleveland Heights.
 The module’s eight classes cover 
common electrical home repairs:
• Introduction to electricity
• Replacing switches and outlets
•  Three-way switches and GFCI 

outlets
• Running a new circuit
•  Low-voltage systems (doorbells, 

phones, landscape lighting)
• Lighting options
• Ceiling fans
• Bathroom exhaust fans
 Regular tuition for the module 

is $120 for Cleveland Heights resi-
dents and $150 for non-residents. A 
$20 early-bird discount will be of-
fered for applications received by 
Sept. 16. Reduced tuition is available 
for low-income applicants; call for 
information. To encourage small 
group learning, enrollment is limited 
to 18.
 Women interested in registering 
for the course can submit an online 
application or e-mail pwetherill@
hrrc-ch.org. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.hrrc-ch.org or call Pam 
Wetherill at 216-381-6100, ext. 16.

Becky Stager has been on the HRRC staff 
since 1989 and currently serves as market-
ing and development associate. Visit www.
hrrc-ch.org or call 216-381-6100 for more 
information on programs and services.

demoliTion continued from page 1

Land Bank cemented a memorandum 
of understanding with the university, 
whereby students have the opportu-
nity to learn about the program and 
gain valuable information about how 
to prepare for the purchase of a home.
 Through BRAIN, CSU student 
Camba realized that homeowner-
ship was within his reach. Originally 
from California, Camba likes Greater 
Cleveland and wants to stay beyond 
college. He was able to purchase a 
three bedroom, red brick colonial 
with a deck and a fireplace in Cleve-
land Heights at a significant discount.

 “I think it’s amazing that there 
are programs out there like this to 
help students,” said Camba. “My new 
place is close to school, University 
Circle, Little Italy and plenty of retail. 
I love the location. As soon as I saw 
it, I thought, this place is perfect.”
 “The long-term success of our 
community is reliant upon the success 
of the future generation,” said Dennis 
Roberts, Cuyahoga Land Bank director 
of programs and property management. 
“We realized that we have the ability to 
increase those chances by connecting 
young graduates with low-cost afford-
able housing, giving them a jumpstart on 
building a productive future, and that’s 
why we decided to create BRAIN.”
 “The BRAIN program offers the 
student who is ready, willing and able 
an opportunity to purchase a quality 
home at an excellent price with guar-
anteed equity,” said Taylor. “This is a 
win for both the student as well as for 
the community at large, which will 
ideally benefit from retaining bright 
and talented professionals.” 
 For more information, visit www.
cuyahogalandbank.org/brain.

Katherine Bulava is president of Hatha Com-
munications. Cuyahoga Land Bank is a client.

wall pads from the wrestling gym, 
which have been installed in the new 
gym at Wiley.
 The new Heights High athletic 
field will be in use while demolition 
and construction take place at the 
corner of Cedar and Lee roads. Tem-
porary modular locker rooms have 
been installed on the northwest side 
of the field. They include showers, 
toilets and changing areas. The lock-
ers from the old building’s football 

and basketball locker rooms were 
removed and installed in the modular 
locker rooms.
 Heights High students will return 
to a fully remodeled school building 
in the fall of 2017. During construc-
tion, students will attend school in 
the temporary Heights High on the 
Wiley campus.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.
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Mary Cushing

As a new fall worship and program 
year begins, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church welcomes two new leaders to 
its clergy and staff. The Rev. Jeanne 
A. Leinbach will assume her duties 
as rector on Sept. 1, and Miguel Co-
varrubias became youth minister in 
early August.
 In the Episcopal Church, a rec-
tor is the priest in charge of a self-
supporting parish. Leinbach is the 
16th rector of St. Paul’s, the largest 
parish in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Ohio, and the first female rector in 
its 169-year history. Since the mid-
1980s, four women have served as as-
sociate rectors: The Revs. Charlotte 
Dudley Cleghorn, Harper Turney, 
Angela Ifill and Lisa Hackney-James.
 Leinbach comes to St. Paul’s 
from Winnetka, Ill., where she was 
associate rector at Christ Church. A 
lifelong Chicagoan, she was ordained 
to the priesthood in December 2007 
and is the mother of two sons, ages 
19 and 22.
 In her previous career, Leinbach 
was a management consultant. She 
holds a B.A. from Mount Holyoke 
College, an M.B.A. from Cornell 
University, and a Master of Divinity 
from Seabury-Western Theological 
Seminary.
 In addition to her leadership 
skills, honed through both par-
ish experience and in the business 
world, Leinbach met other criteria 
the parish desired in its new rector, 
including the ability to help St. Paul’s 
discern the most meaningful ways to 
connect with the surrounding com-
munity.
 Tami Brown, St. Paul’s senior 
warden, said, “Those on the search 

St. Paul’s welcomes new rector and youth minister

committee, the Vestry, and staff who 
have met Jeanne have been struck 
immediately by her warmth, authen-
ticity and enthusiasm for everything 
that St. Paul’s represents and can 
become. Jeanne’s experience, new 
ideas, and vision for building upon 
the strengths at St. Paul’s will guide 
and shape this next phase in our lives 
together.”
 Bishop Mark Hollingsworth 
said, “The thoughtful and thorough 
work of the search committee has 
resulted in an exceptional choice in 
the Rev. Jeanne Leinbach. Among 
many gifts, her accessible and genu-
ine presence and her wide leadership 
experience will make a worthy com-
panion to the parish as it enters this 
new season in its life and ministry. I 
am delighted to welcome her to the 
Diocese of Ohio.”
 Leinbach said she was drawn to 
the parish from her first reading of 
St. Paul’s parish profile. In June, she 
wrote to the parish, “Your desire to 
live faith-filled lives, our hope for the 
future and your care for one another 
and the surrounding communities 
says volumes about the faith commu-
nity you have created and nurtured.”
 Leinbach will preach at all ser-
vices—7:45, 9 and 11:15 a.m.—on 
Sunday, Sept. 13, and an installation 
service and celebration will be held 
on Friday, Oct. 23, at 6 p.m.

 Also new to St. Paul’s is Youth 
Minister Miguel Covarrubias, who, 
with his wife, Cathy, moved from 
Colorado Springs, where he was 
director of communications, youth 
and young adults at Chapel of our 
Saviour Episcopal Church. Prior to 
that, he served as youth minister 
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
Jamestown, N.Y. With more than 10 
years of experience in youth minis-

try, Covarrubias fills a position that 
provides leadership to middle and 
high school students, and young 
adults in their 20s. “Youth ministry 
is living life with youth and their 
families through education and shar-
ing the amazing love of God,” said 
Covarrubias.
 With a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in youth ministries and a minor in 
theater from Colorado Christian 
University, Covarrubias is eager to 
bring his passion for theater to St. 
Paul’s active youth theater program.
 All are welcome to attend servic-
es at St. Paul’s, 2747 Fairmount Blvd. 
To learn more and to view the parish 
profile, visit www.stpauls-church.org.

Mary Cushing is a member of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church.

The Rev. Jeanne A. Leinbach Miguel Covarrubias with his wife, Cathy.
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13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com 

$5 OFF 
Purchase of $20 or More 

Valid at Bremec on the Heights only.  Excludes bulk & bagged goods,  
services, fees, gift cards and previous purchases.  Expires Sept. 30, 2015. 

Fall To-Do List: 
□ Pick up Mums & Kale 
□ Stock up on Firewood 
□ Fertilize Lawn & Beds 
□ Plant Bulbs 
□ Enjoy the Season! COFFEE

BETTER
TASTES

L   CAL 

ROASTED IN THE 216
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

EAST 9TH COVENTRY LEE
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM2287 LEE ROAD

CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.8227

1854-A COVENTRY ROAD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.932.5282

1700 EAST 9TH ST
CLEVELAND, OH 44114

216.771.5282

Noble Road Presbyterian hosts Sept. 5 rummage sale

Judith Beeler

Every two years, Noble Road Presby-
terian Church, located at the corner 
of Noble and Kirkwood roads, hosts 
the ultimate recycling event—a com-
munity rummage sale.
 The 2015 sale will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 5, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The purpose of the sale is twofold: 
to provide a place where items can 
be recyled through re-use, and put 
in the hands of new owners; and to 
raise money for the church’s mission 
activities. 

 This year’s sale will feature living 
room and dining room furniture, as 
well as some smaller pieces. All the 
usual garage sale items will be offered 
for sale, including adult and children's 
clothing, books and plants.
 The event will also feature music 
and activities for children, as well as 
a bake sale, and will take place rain 
or shine. For more information, visit 
www.noblechurch.wordpress.com.

Judith Beeler has lived in Cleveland 
Heights since 1991, and is a member of 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church.

Owned and operated by 4th 
generation Hann brothers.

Our Grandfathers’ boiler is                     
           nothing like OURS today!

 Call for pricing   
   now...and save!

Bill & 
Chris

Verne & 
Ellsworth

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Boilers   Hannheatingcooling.com   OH LIC #24462

I932-975521
6
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SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights

Cleveland Heights

Lakewood

Cleveland

•  Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 

•  Walking distance to CWRU,
  Shaker Square and RTA

•  Refinished Kitchens

•  Hardwood Floors

•  Parking

•  Laundry Facilities

•  Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 
superbly 
maintained 
and well 
located 

apartments!”

CALL NOW (216) 421-8400
12000 Fairhill Road  
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

www.montlackrealty.com

Zen and the craft of teaching

Jan Kious

When Susan 
Rakow was 
a 19-year-old 
college stu-
dent in Buf-
falo, in 1968, 
she attended 
a lecture that 
changed the 
direction of her life. Rakow, with 
hundreds of other students, heard Ro-
shi Philip Kapleau, of the Rochester 
Zen Center, speak on Zen Buddhism. 
When he walked onto the stage, she 
thought, “I want what he has.” She 
saw a calm strength and equanim-
ity in all he did, and that made a 
profound impression on her. Rakow 
had been seeking answers to religious 
questions and, for the first time, 
glimpsed an answer. The practice of 
Zen did not provide a set of beliefs but 
a way of being in the world.
 When Rakow and her new 
husband, Larry, moved to Cleveland 
in 1971, they became part of a small 
Zen group in Cleveland Heights. In 
1974, they moved to Geneva, Ohio, 
as part of a back-to-the-land experi-
ment that lasted for two years. Both 
realized they were more accustomed 
to urban living and returned to 
Cleveland Heights, where they have 
remained since.
 The Cleveland Zazen Group 
met in their home until four years 
ago when the Rakows and some 
friends purchased a bungalow on 
Wilton Road, rehabilitated it, and 
turned the first floor into a Zen 
meditation center. Rakow is the 
leader of the group, organizing intro-
ductory classes, an annual intensive 
weekend retreat, and a schedule of 
meditations on Sunday mornings and 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings. She 
thought she was doing something 
wrong when so few of the people who 
attended an introductory session 
returned to the center, but Rakow 
knows from experience how very 
difficult it is to work with “monkey 
mind,” to quiet the chatter and be 
present in life.
 Zen meditation is not for ev-

eryone, but it has been a major 
influence on all aspects of Rakow’s 
life, including her teaching career, 
which began at Roxboro Middle 
School in 1971. She admits she was 
not a great teacher in the beginning. 
She struggled to find a way to engage 
the students in class discussions. 
One day she was surprised when her 
students did engage, and she asked 
why they had suddenly become more 
vocal. One of the boys replied, “This 
is the first time you let it happen!”
 Most of her teaching career was 
spent working with gifted middle 
school children. Not much research 
had been conducted on this popula-
tion, so Rakow did research and 
received a Ph.D. from Kent State 
University on the subject. She wrote 
several books about teaching gifted 
middle school students, and, upon 
retiring after 30 years, took a new po-
sition at Cleveland State University 
teaching teachers how to work with 
this population. She also obtained 
a counseling license and now has 
a private practice, working mostly 
with children and parents.
 Teaching and caregiving are 
constant themes in Rakow’s life. 
Her Jewish upbringing stressed 
the importance of keeping family 
connections strong and sacrificing 
for the sake of family. Doing what 
you say you are going to do, having 
integrity and fulfilling commitments 
are very important to her. As she sees 
it, education of all kinds, and learn-
ing how to live with people who are 
different from you, are important 
aspects of life in the 21st century. 
Seeing “Buddha nature” or the inher-
ent potential for good in everyone, 
no matter how hard that is to do, is 
an important practice and value for 
Rakow.
 Rakow has remained true to the 
example and inspiration of Kapleau, 
whom she first encountered 47 years 
ago. She and others have created a 
unique space for Zen meditation 
that is accessible to all in Cleveland 
Heights and beyond. More infor-
mation about the Cleveland Zazen 
Group can be found at www.zenc-
leveland.com.

Jan Kious, a resident of Cleveland Heights 
since 1974, raised four children here with 
her husband. She is interested in people 
in the Heights community who fit the 
description of “living outside of the box.”

OUT OF THE BOX

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture Framing
2252 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Geraci’s Restaurant

award winning pizza

Susan Rakow

Observer advertising is good for your business  
and good for your community.
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Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Systems    Hannheatingcooling.com  

Owned and operated 
by 4th generation 
Hann brothers.

Be prepared to Bundle up... 
or get your Heating Tune-Up/Safety Inspection 
NOW and be prepared...
 
Mention this discount when scheduling.Tune-up allows for 
45 minutes of labor per system, parts additional. Discount 
valid during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). 
Payment must be given to technician at time of service. 
Must be scheduled prior to 10/31/15.

$104

Your old favorites
are back on 
the menu.

Bring in this ad for
15% off your food bill.

Expires 11/30/15.  Alcohol excluded.
Not valid with happy hour discounts or other
offers/discounts.

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat starting at 4 p.m.

 $6 Appetizers $5 Cocktails
 $6 Martinis $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $6 Wines $3.50 Imports

You too can 
be proud of 
your garden

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

We customize fall maintenance 
services to meet your needs:
• Lawn renovations
• Fall leaf clean up
• Bed maintenance
• Pruning and trimming
•  Weekly lawn maintenance

Despite your best 
efforts, are you 
disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

Are you tired of 
calling an 800 
number and not receiving
the personal service 
you deserve?

Are you frustrated 
with high pressure 
sales calls for services 
you don’t want or need?

HOB_October2012.indd   1 9/16/12   2:09 PM

avoiding medications that cause 
bone loss or inhibit absorption of 
calcium and vitamin D. Engaging 
in weight-bearing exercise, such 
as walking, hiking, climbing stairs 
and dancing, helps bones become 
stronger.
 For those already affected by 
osteoporosis, the same health, 
nutrition and exercise recommen-
dations apply. NIH also suggests 
taking measures to prevent falls, 
which increase the likelihood of 
bone fractures and breaks. Pre-
ventative measures include using 
a cane or walker for stability, and 
wearing flat rubber-soled shoes. 
Keep stairs and walkways clear of 
clutter, tape down throw rugs and 
extension cords, install grab bars 

in the bathroom, and make sure 
all rooms and outdoor areas are 
adequately lit, both day and night.
 The Cleveland Clinic is hold-
ing a health talk, Aging Essentials 
for Men and Women, on Sept. 30, 
6:30–8 p.m., at the Chagrin Falls 
Family Health Center. Osteopo-
rosis will be one of the topics. Call 
216-444-3641 for more information, 
and to register.
 As always, consult with your 
doctor before making any changes 
to your diet, medications, or exer-
cise routine.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for senior adults and 
those with physical and mental challenges 
through www.lovinghandsgroup.com. 
She can be reached at 216-408-5578 or 
judith@lovinghandsgroup.com.

Osteoporosis affects both men and women

Judith Eugene

Osteoporosis is a disease that 
makes bones porous, which weak-
ens them and makes them more 
susceptible to fractures. Often a 
person has no symptoms or pain, 
so the disease may not discovered 
until a bone breaks.
 Osteoporosis is a natural part 
of the aging process. Throughout 
our lifetime, our bodies naturally 
replace old bone mass with new. 
When we are young, bone growth 
exceeds loss. New bone produc-
tion slows as we age, however, and 
by the time we reach our late 20s, 
loss begins to exceed growth.
 Loss of bone mass is acceler-
ated in women when they reach 
menopause. According to the 
Cleveland Clinic, women are 
four times more likely to develop 
osteoporosis than men. It is often 
thought of as a “woman’s disease.” 
However, at around age 65, men 
and women begin to lose bone 
mass at the same rate.

 Osteoporosis is “a significant 
threat to more than 2 million men 
in the United States today,” ac-
cording to the Cleveland Clinic, 
which estimates that one-fifth to 
one-third of all hip fractures occur 
in men. Six percent of men over 50 
will suffer a hip fracture as a result 
of osteoporosis. Spinal fractures 
occur about half as often in men 
as in women.
 Fortunately, osteoporosis is 
both preventable and treatable. 
The Osteoporosis and Related 
Bone Diseases National Resource 
Center of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) recommends several 
lifestyle changes that can help us 
reach peak bone mass and continue 
building it as we age.
 The first of these is adequate 
calcium and vitamin D intake. 
NIH recommends daily intake of 
1,000 mg for men ages 51–70, and 
1,200 mg for women, beginning 
at age 51, and for men ages 70 and 
older. The recommended daily 
intake of vitamin D is 600 IU for 
all adults up to age 70, and 800 IU 
for those over 70.
 Other preventive measures 
include not smoking and not drink-
ing more than three ounces of al-
cohol a day. The NIH also advises 

SENIOR SCENE

After an August break, Senior Citi-
zen Happenings resumes its sched-
ule of weekly talks on Sept. 10. 
Sponsored by the City of University 
Heights, the talks are open to all 
senior citizens, and take place on 
Thursdays at 2 p.m., at the Univer-
sity Heights Library. For informa-
tion, and to suggest program topics, 
contact the UH Office for Senior 
Services at 216-397-0336 or info@
universityheights.com.
Sept. 10: Joseph Valencic, president 
of the National Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame and Museum, 
will present the story of Frankie 
Yankovic, Cleveland’s own legend-
ary Polka King. This year marks 
the 100th anniversary of Yankovic’s 
birth, in 1915, and Valencic will share 
tales of Yankovic and the music he 
popularized in his many years of 
touring around the country.

Senior Citizen Happenings
Sept. 17: Marian Morton, John 
Carroll University history professor 
emeritus, will trace “The Several 
Lives of Severance Town Center in 
Cleveland Heights, 1890–2015.” Her 
image-packed presentation will ex-
plore the site’s transformation—from 
farmland, to mansions, to indoor 
mall, to refurbished strip mall—
marking dramatic changes in both 
the city and the shopping center. 
Sept. 24: The Cleveland Play House 
is celebrating its 100th season as 
America’s first regional theater. Its 
artistic associate, Rachel Lerner-Ley, 
and associate producer, Corey Atkins, 
will talk about their work—nurtur-
ing artists, creating bold new work, 
initiating innovative educational 
programs for young people, and sat-
isfying audiences—and discuss the 
eight stage productions planned for 
the 2015–16 season.
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland turns 150
Julia Murphy

This year marks the 150th anni-
versary of the publication of Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Won-
derland—a milestone of longevity 
that few books reach. A novel about 
a girl who fell through a rabbit hole 
to encounter nonsensical talking ani-
mals somehow became a classic. Alice 
has inspired countless adaptations 
in the form of other books, artwork, 
live theater, ballet and film. One 
explanation for its popularity is that 
the literary nonsense genre is fun for 
young readers, and also allows for 
infinite interpretations for adults. It’s 
a fantasy book for children, a clever 
satire of Victorian England, and, 
perhaps, something else altogether.
 The Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights Public Library is 
celebrating the book’s anniversary 
with Alice-themed programs for all 
ages during its fall season.
 This year’s theme for the Science 
and Nature Study Group is Curiouser 

and Curiouser, and its activities begin 
on Wednesday, Sept. 16, 7 p.m., with 
a program called The Many Sides 
of the Mushroom, to be held at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural His-
tory. The program will explore hallu-
cinogenic, poisonous, and medicinal 
mushrooms and plants.
 For children and families, the 
Lee Road Library will present an 
interactive trip through Wonderland 
on Thursday, Oct. 8, 6–8 p.m., where 
participants can listen to a story un-
der a giant mushroom.
 The Lee Road Library Art Gal-
lery will host Altered Alice, a drop-

in program for adults, on Saturday, 
Oct. 17, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Visitors can 
make mini-books or collages based 
on the whimsical poems and classic 
John Tenniel illustrations from Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland. The gallery 
will be home to its own interactive 
Alice-themed exhibit throughout the 
month of October.
 Closing out the celebration, on 
Monday, Nov. 2, at 7 p.m., Dobama 
Theatre (located in the Lee Road 
Library building), will present a 
program called Alice (For the Rest 
of Us), featuring WCPN’s Dee Perry. 
This spirited and dynamic presenta-
tion will explore the story behind 
the story, and the sense behind the 
nonsense.
 For more information, visit 
www.heightslibrary.org or call the 
library at 216-932-3600.

Julia Murphy is the marketing and 
volunteer coordinator for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Li-
brary System.

A classic John Tenniel illustration from Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland.
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JULY 20, 2015
All board members were present.

Traditional reference desks return
New desks will be provided for adult services 
and youth services librarians working in the 
public areas. When the Lee Road Library 
renovation was completed in 2006, circular 
desks, called Rovers, were chosen. Their small 
surface precludes spreading out materials 

used in answering patron requests. Also, the 
Rovers’ height is uncomfortable for staff get-
ting on and off the higher stools to answer 
requests. Since those desks have reached 
replacement age anyway, returning to the 
more traditional reference desks is a logical 
conclusion. The board approved purchase of 
the new desks in the amount of $38,335, in-
cluding delivery and installation.

Ohio budget bill’s impact on libraries
The Ohio Library Council (OLC) has posted 
on its website information regarding the state 
budget bill’s impact on public libraries. The 
OLC will present a webcast on this bill on 
Aug. 3 at 11:30 a.m. This session will be limit-
ed to 98 recipients, but the recorded session 
will be posted on the OLC website, www.olc.
org/news_story080415.php.

Circulation and visitor counts
Circulation and visitor counts decreased 
in May 2015, compared with May 2014. 
Circulation and visitor figures for other mid-
sized Ohio libraries were collected for com-
parison. Four of the libraries showed gains 
in both categories, with Euclid showing the 
greatest gain, perhaps due to a huge out-
reach program. Four other libraries showed 
comparable decreases in both categories. 
Five of the libraries had figures for only one 
of the two categories.

Fenwick house purchase
The library has purchased the property 
at 2179 Fenwick Road, adjacent to the 
parking area to the south of the University 
Heights Library, for $140,000. This pur-
chase will allow more parking, something 
that residents have requested.

Balanced Scorecard review
Highlights of the Balanced Scorecard Mea-
sures of Success for June 2015 included: a vis-
it by Roxboro kindergarten classes; outreach 
to the school district’s summer lunch programs 
at Noble and Oxford elementary schools, to 
introduce library services; Lee Road Library’s 
teen/tween maker space program, with 111 
participants in the first four sessions; and instal-
lation of a safety window at the Lee Road Li-
brary circulation desk, allowing for improved 
visibility by both patrons and staff.

Meeting room use for nonprofits
A brochure mailed to nonprofit groups about 
use of the meeting rooms has resulted in nine 
new groups using the rooms.

June public service report highlights:
•  At Coventry Village Library, the Collabora-

tive Garden opened in June, and the two 
beds are growing well.

•  Whole Foods partnered with Coventry Vil-
lage Library on Tomato Time, a program 
about container gardening of tomatoes. 
Each participant took home a potted to-
mato plant.

•  Noble Neighborhood Library staff met 
with staff from Global Cleveland, US To-
gether and ABLE (Adult Basic and Literacy 
Education) to discuss starting an ESL (Eng-
lish as a Second Language) class at the 
library.

•  Carlos Jones, an internationally acclaimed 
reggae artist, presented an interactive 
program at Noble Neighborhood Library 
for teens and tweens as part of the Open 
Stage Monday series.

•  At University Heights Library, the Thursday 
afternoon Senior Happenings speaker 
series included representatives from the 
Ohio Trust for Public Land, the Holden 
Arboretum, the Cuyahoga County De-
partment of Consumer Affairs and Notre 
Dame College.

•  Hannah Van Jura, University Heights Li-
brary youth services associate, presented 
a special summer reading introduction to a 
group of special-needs students from Can-
terbury Elementary School who visited the 
library with their teachers.

•  The summer reading theme, Heroes and 
Legends, extends to adult summer read-
ers as well as youth. For the June contest 
[where contestants submit entries for each 
book read], there were 282 submissions, a 
record high. Weekly drawings are held for 
prize bags, and all entries are eligible for 
one of three grand prizes: a Samsung Gal-
axy Tab 4 Nook, a “treasure chest” with 
$100 in gift cards, and a “bag of loot” with 
$50 in gift cards.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland. 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library Board 
Meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 8.

Learn how to heal 
yourself with Reiki

Loving Hands Yoga & Reiki

LovingHandsYoga.com 

Voted One of the Best!

Call or click for class info 

   216.408.5578

Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

 

SPIRITUAL DISCOVERY: 
How You Can 

Better the World 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Come hear a free lecture 
with 

Tom McElroy 
 

Sponsored by  
First Church of Christ, Scientist, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
 

September 13, 2015 at 2:30 p.m. 
 

At the Christian Science Church 
3181 Fairmount Blvd. 

Cleveland Hts. Ohio 44118 
Corner of Fairmount Blvd. and Lee Road 

 
 

Support our  
local merchants.
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Sunday Worship
 7:45 a.m.    Holy Eucharist

 9 a.m.         Holy Eucharist 

 11:15 a.m.  Holy Eucharist (1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays) 
                     Morning Prayer (2nd, 4th Sundays)

 5 p.m.        Choral Evensong, as scheduled

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106  (216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!

Sunday Education
10 a.m.   Church School (K-6) 
                Confirmation Class (7-8) 
                Youth Forum (9-12) 
                Adult Forum
Check our website and follow us on Facebook  
to learn more about our programs, events & more.

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .eps

September 13: KicK-Off Sunday
Meet our new rector, the Rev. Jeanne A. Leinbach!

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making 
your yard and garden look their beautiful best. 

NOT READY FOR A YARD OR 
GARDEN MAKEOVER? Our landscape 

maintenance services give you 
the gradual upgrades you want, 

without breaking the bank.  
Let us show you how a few 

clever changes today will 
enhance the way you 

enjoy your yard and 
garden tomorrow. 

Are your 
summer 

yard projects 
not going 

as planned?

 www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

LL_HOB_0814.indd   1 7/16/14   10:36 AM
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Library joins the ‘maker movement’ with new teen program
Sheryl Banks

Every Thursday afternoon at 3:30 
p.m., a small corner in the back of the 
teen room at the Lee Road Library is 
transformed into a workshop. Tables 
and supplies are brought out of stor-
age, and teens crowd around to see 
what tools and craft supplies may 
spark a creative idea. Needle and 
thread? Hammers, nails and wood? 
Yarn, beads, or electric circuits?
 The Cleveland Heights-Universi-
ty Heights Public Library has joined 
the growing “maker movement” with 
its Maker Thursdays program for 
teens at the Lee Road Library.
 A March 2014 Adweek article 
summed up the maker movement as: 
“The umbrella term for independent 
inventors, designers and tinkerers. . . . 
A convergence of computer hackers 
and traditional artisans, the niche is 
established enough to have its own 
magazine, Make, as well as hands-on 
Maker Faires that are catnip for DI-
Yers who used to toil in solitude.” 
 Maker Thursdays is led by youth 
services associates Peggy Hull, a for-
mer Heights High English teacher, 
and Cassandra Anselmi, a former 
teaching artist at The Children’s Mu-

High graduate Arnaz Simpson, has 
attended nearly every program. “You 
can create whatever you can think 
of,” Simpson said, while putting the 
finishing touches on a laptop bag he 
made with colorful fabric and a sewing 
machine, both donated to the library.
 “Maker spaces in libraries is a 
newer concept nationwide that pro-
vides people, especially young adults, 
with exposure to tinkering, building, 
crafting, making and doing,” said 
Anselmi. “We believe this program 
will benefit teens in our community 
by building stronger critical-thinking 
skills and providing creative outlets to 
help them find their own voice.”
 As the maker program grows, the 
need for donated supplies will con-
tinue to grow as well. Needed supplies 
include tools and hardware (hammers, 

box cutters, rulers, screwdrivers, 
nails, glues, duct tape), craft supplies 
(yarn, fabric, notions, felt, leather, 
thread, needles, embroidery hoops, 
floss, beads, jewelry supplies, velcro, 
screen-printing supplies, pencils, 
buttons, picture frames, magnets), 
miscellaneous mechanical parts and 
electronics (toys, typewriters, sewing 
machines, keys, clock parts, gears), 
and storage containers of all sizes.
 Anyone interested in donating 
supplies is encouraged to drop off 
items in the collection box in the Lee 
Road Library lobby. To donate items 
too large for the collection box, call 
216-932-3600, ext. 1277.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community 
relations manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library System.

seum of Pittsburgh. Hull and Anselmi 
are using their combined experience 
to create a program for teens that will 
build critical-thinking skills while 
providing a creative outlet.
 “Our main focus is to foster cre-
ativity and nurture an environment in 
which experimenting and failing are 
positive learning experiences,” said 
Hull. “The program also teaches kids 
the importance of collaboration, and 
supports STEAM [science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts, mathematics] 
programs in the local schools.” 
 During its first month, more 
than 100 teens participated in the 
program. One of them, recent Heights 

Arnaz Simpson, 18, uses a donated sewing ma-
chine and donated fabric to create a laptop bag.
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What’s going on at your library? 
Heights Libraries’ summer reading 
programs have wrapped up, but the 
fun continues into fall with new 
programs.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Wednesday, Sept. 2, 7 p.m.
Cedar-Coventry Author Series: James 
Robenalt. Attorney and historian 
Robenalt reads from January 1973: 
Watergate, Roe v. Wade, Vietnam, 
and the Month that Changed America 
Forever. His account of that tumul-
tuous year is based partly on newly 
released Nixon tapes.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Thursday, Sept. 10, 7 p.m.
House History Workshop. Using lo-
cal research tools as well as online 
sites, this workshop will teach 
participants how to research their 
home’s history, to find out when it 

was built and by whom, who were 
its past owners, and how to locate 
historic photos.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Thursday, Sept. 24, 7 p.m.
For the Love of Food: Film screening 
and discussion with local filmmaker 
Brad Masi. This film explores how 
Oberlin, a smal l town west of 
Cleveland, localized its food supply 
and discovered a stronger sense of 
community in the process.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Saturday, Sept. 5, 10:30 a.m.
Cookie and Milk Storytime with 
Panera. What could be better 
than storytime at the library, with 
a cookie and milk provided by 
Panera Bread? Registration began 
Aug. 22. To register, visit www.
heightslibrary.org.

30 DAYS UNLIMITED\YOGA 
&  BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP 

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleveland 
Hts. 44118   

(216) 371-9760 
www.atmacenter.com 

/atmacenter  @atmacenter108  

Experience the  
Atma Center 
Difference! 

 

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS!  

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS  

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

Margaret Grundstein 

WED, SEPT 16th 7pm 
 Jenny Milchman: Mystery 

Craft Talk & Workshop 

SAT, SEPT 26th 7pm 

My Unexpected Years  
In A Hippie Commune 

Naked in the Woods; 
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Stop by for your free State Farm Insurance and Financial 
Review®. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Protect your family. 
 
Prepare for their 
future.

I can help with both.

1001386.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

betsy@betsywarner.com
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Beaumont offers students fair-trade school uniform option

Shaker leaves CH-UH district for 
a new role with Cleveland schools
Joy Henderson

Angee Shaker, direc-
tor of communica-
tions and community 
engagement for the 
Cleveland Heights-
University Heights 
City School District, 
left her position at the end of August 
to become the executive director of 
strategic engagement for the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District 
(CMSD). There, she will work within 
CMSD’s division of portfolio plan-
ning to lead engagement activity and 
provide internal and external com-
munications to support “Cleveland’s 
Plan for Transforming Schools.”
 Shaker served as director of com-
munications and community engage-
ment for the CH-UH district for six 
years.
 “During her time in this role, 
Ms. Shaker became a trusted advisor, 
champion of the district’s brand, and a 
reliable voice for education in the com-
munity,” stated Superintendent Talisa 
L. Dixon. “She has facilitated our 
strategic planning efforts that engaged 
over 1,800 stakeholders, including 
students, staff, families and partners.”
 Shaker and her team improved the 
district’s communications and commu-
nity engagement efforts in numerous 
ways, including the following:
•  Coordinated the complete redesign 

and implementation of the district’s 
website, www.chuh.org, nationally 
recognized by NSPRA (National 
School Public Relations Association) 

Anna Beyerle

Beaumont School has partnered 
with One Seed Heritage to offer 
its students the option of purchas-
ing uniform skirts that are made 
by fair-trade workers and ethically  
sourced.
 The skirts are handmade by 
women of the Mayan community of 
San Juan La Laguna in Guatemala. 
These women are paid fairly and create 
the skirts using organic cotton grown 
on family farms and dye created from 
plants. Five percent of purchases will 
fund scholarships for Guatemalan 
children, whose literacy and school 
enrollment rates are among the lowest 
in the world.
 “Our women-owned cooperatives 
are inspired by the Beaumont com-

with an Award of Excellence in 2015.
•  Created and designed e-newsletters 

for the district and each school, rec-
ognized by OHSPRA (Ohio School 
Public Relations Association) with 
an Award of Excellence in 2015.

•  Developed a crisis communication 
plan as part of the crisis manage-
ment team.

•  Cultivated a relationship of trust 
and transparency with the district’s 
media partners to increase positive 
stories about student and staff ac-
complishments.

 “While I’m very enthusiastic 
about taking on this new and chal-
lenging role with the Cleveland Met-
ropolitan School District, I’m saying 
my goodbyes with a heavy heart. I’m 
going to deeply miss my colleagues, 
the students and families of the dis-
trict, and our community partners. 
I’ve grown so much from my work 
here and I’m grateful for getting to be 
a part of such a powerful and inspiring 
school community,” said Shaker.
 Before coming to the district in 
2009, Shaker was vice president of 
education and workforce development 
for the Youngstown/Warren Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. She is a former 
news anchor for WYTV in Youngstown 
and WTOV in Steubenville.
 “We will begin the search for Angee’s 
replacement immediately. The commu-
nications and community engagement 
position has been posted on our website 
at www.chuh.org,” Dixon stated. 

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High. 

munity’s commitment to fair trade 
and social justice,” said Hilary Dell, 
founder of One Seed Heritage. “This 
is just the beginning of our journey to 
strengthen woman-owned businesses 
and introduce the next generation of 
women leaders to global entrepreneur-
ship.”
 Beaumont began exploring  
the option of fair-trade skirts with 
One Seed Heritage during the 2014–15 
school year, with two students testing 
out prototypes for several months. 
The skirts will be offered at a price 
that is competive to that offered 
by Beaumont’s existing uniform 
provider, which families will still be 
able to order from. Skirts from both 
providers cost around $50.
 Beaumont is supported by the 
Ursuline Sisters, who have a contin-

ued tradition of social justice work. A 
partnership with One Seed Heritage 
enforces Beaumont’s mission by edu-
cating students about the importance 
of creating social and economic mo-
bility within communities of need, 
inspiring human empowerment, and 
creating sustainable products.
 Beaumont is a Catholic, all-girls 
high school founded in the Ursuline 
tradition. Visit www.beaumontschool.
org to learn more about the school. To 
learn more about One Seed Heritage, 
visit www.oneseedheritage.com. 

Anna Beyerle is the public relations and 
marketing manager at the Beaumont School 
in Cleveland Heights.

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Buyer sale!  
13815 Drexmore, Cleveland

Step Inside
Our Stories
Step Inside
Our Stories

follow us on

Sunday, September 20, 2015
12:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Preview Party  • September 19, 2015  • The Alcazar

Tickets on sale at the following locations:
appletree Books – Cedar Fairmount • Stone Oven Bakery – Lee Road
Heinen’s – South Green • Bremec’s – Cedar Road • Zagara’s – Lee Road

for more information or to order tickets online visit:

www.heightscongress.org

38TH ANNUAL
HEIGHTS HERITAGE
HOME & GARDEN TOUR

H E I G H T S  C O M M U N I T Y C O N G R E S S
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Lupe, the sewing cooperative’s head seam-
stress, holds a skirt that will be worn by a 
Beaumont student.
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Angee Shaker
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BOE opts against placing levy on 2015 ballot; looks instead to 2016
Angee Shaker

Despite a significant need for additional 
operating funds to maintain current 
staffing and services, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District Board of Education (BOE) has 
decided against asking voters to approve 
a new operating levy in 2015.
 Scott Gainer, the district’s chief 
financial officer, detailed recent spend-
ing cuts that have been made, and next 
steps to offset the lost revenue from 
the May 2015 levy not passing, the loss 
of the Tangible Personal Property tax 
reimbursement from the state, and 
EdChoice vouchers. [The Educational 
Choice (EdChoice) Program provides 
students from underperforming pub-
lic schools the opportunity to attend 
participating private schools. The Ed-

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Residents of the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School 
District will elect two new members 
of the five-member CH-UH Board 
of Education this fall. The seats of 
Nancy Peppler and Eric Coble, who 
each served two four-year terms, are 
up for grabs as neither is running for 
reelection.
 Three candidates will be on the 
Nov. 3 ballot: James Posch, CEO of 
Test.com Inc. and former president 
of the CH-UH Public Library Sys-
tem’s Board of Directors; Katura 
Simmons, an office administrator for 
QualaWash Holdings, LLC, and PTA 

 Also included is a $180,000 
proposed reduction in supplemental 
contracts, a 10 percent reduction in ma-
terials and supplies (saving $375,000), 
a reduction in professional services 
(IT) of $360,000, and utilities savings 
of $340,000 (natural gas through the 
Ohio Schools Council consortium). 
Total proposed savings are just under 
$5 million.
 Ron Register, BOE vice president, 
expressed concern that, with the 
proposed cuts, some class sizes would 
increase. For example, the district 
would eliminate five special-education 
teachers. Talisa Dixon, superintendent, 
said special-education class sizes might 
increase by two or three students, but 
class sizes would still remain under 
state requirements.
 “I’m not a fan of this—the cuts, 

years, and dramatically improves all the 
remaining school buildings. We also 
leave a new five-year strategic plan and 
a widely supported new superintendent 
that I think will take our district to the 
next level in the coming years.” 
 The two also wanted to rebuild 
community trust. “I think faith in the 
board is better than when we were 
elected,” Coble said, “as witnessed by 
two passed levies and one passed bond 
issue, though we’ve certainly taken 
some hits along the way, as shown by 
the failure of the recent levy.”  
 Coble acknowledged that al-
though test scores and other measur-
ables are up from when the two were 
elected, “there is still a long way to go 

Choice scholarship amount is currently 
$4,250 for grades K–8. When families 
opt to take advantage of this program, 
the district loses both the student and 
the state funding.]
 “We eliminated 10 positions back 
in May. We also reduced positions in 
the preschool program earlier this year. 
Through the ongoing strategic plan-
ning process—and move of the high 
school to the Wiley campus—vacant 
positions have remained unfilled and 
plans are in place for remaining staff to 
absorb that work. We’ll do more with 
less,” stated Gainer. 
 The district is eliminating a total 
of 48.2 positions, saving the district 
$3.7 million. These include those 
mentioned above, as well as additional 
teachers, counselors, social workers, 
office staff and administrators. 

Council co-president for 2014; and 
Beverly R. Wright.
 Peppler and Coble, residents of 
the Coventry Village neighborhood 
of Cleveland Heights, were elected 
to the board in 2007, following the 
contentious closing of Coventry El-
ementary School.
 “Part of why Nancy and I ran was 
in response to the seemingly periodic 
closing of a school in the name of ef-
ficiency without some larger facilities 
plan in place,” said Coble. “We have 
accomplished that through the Master 
Facilities Plan, which, while it does 
include closed schools (notably Wiley), 
provided a road map for how we want 
our district to look for the next 50 

the economic impact—but I would 
hate to go on the ballot and we lose and 
the city loses and we’re back on the bal-
lot in 2016,” said Eric Silverman, board 
member. [Cleveland Heights City 
Council is proposing that an increase 
in the city’s income tax be placed on 
the November 2015 ballot.]
 “The cuts in salaried positions and 
non-salaried spending provide us the 
ability to delay placing a levy on the 
ballot until 2016,” stated Gainer.
 Board member Eric Coble said 
the cuts will be felt in the schools and 
the community. “It’s important for the 
community to realize this will not go 
unnoticed. There will be pain involved.”

Angee Shaker is director of communications 
for Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.

to be where we all want to be.” He cited 
both his increased travel schedule and 
that fact that the last of his children 
will graduate from the district this 
spring as among his reasons for decid-
ing not to run for reelection. “I think 
it’s good for fresh, enthusiastic voices 
to join the board,” he said.
 “Overall I’m proud of what we’ve 
done, though it will never seem like 
enough,” added Coble. “I leave op-
timistic about our community, and 
eager to see what our district will look 
like in the near future.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

www.saintjamescleveland.com  216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

VIVIAN THE GARDEN COACH 
 

VIVIAN VAIL 216.224.8789 

GET YOUR BLOOM ON! 

AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE  
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND 

$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage 

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE 

PROPERTY INSURANCE 
Home * Condo  

Fire, Dwelling, Rental 

(216) 691-9227 
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 

2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121  
www.ohioinsurancequote.net 

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 
Auto * General Liability 

Business Owners 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Stop in to check out our  
brand new repair facility! 

Classes Start Aug. 24 through Oct. 26 
 

Scholarships Available 
4-Week STNA Courses ($200) 
8-Week Nursing Course ($300) 

 

For more info. Call 1-844-683-4761 
www.piedpiperschoolofhealth.com    

First Ladies of Choice  
   The Pied Piper Fndn School of Health 

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216-320-1423 to find  
out how you can advertise 

your business for $25/month.

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

CH-UH voters will elect two new school board members on Nov. 3
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7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

 

 

 
  AMISH  CREWS   FOR  LESS 
      

 
 
 
 
 

  CITY VIOLATIONS - PAINTING 
  NEW GARAGE from -  $9875 

  216 -323- 4483 
 

 

 ROOFING 
 SIDING 
 CONCRETE     
FP-TK PONTNG  
PORCH-WINDW 

 

  NEW GARAGE 
WATERPROFING 
KITCHEN-BATH 
 RM ADDITION 
 ATTIC-BSMENT 

Services Offered: 
Tax Preparation & Planning 

*Investments 
IRA Accounts 
Mutual Funds 

College 529 Plans 
 

Insurance: 
Fixed & *Variable Annuities 

Life Insurance 
 
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative 
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC 
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
2121 South Green Rd . 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
PH: 216.382 .9647 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 
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En Español, Por Favor 
Spanish Lessons 

 
Beginner to Advanced 

Reasonable rates  
First lesson free! 

 
 

 

Call or text Lili Rose 
(216) 470-5489 

SHOP
LOCAL

Support our community.

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216-320-1423 to find  
out how you can advertise 

your business for $25/month.

JULY 21, 2015
Board President Nancy Peppler was absent.

Assistant superintendent
Felisha Gould was appointed assistant su-
perintendent. She began her career as a 
high school biology teacher in Akron Public 
Schools before being promoted to middle 
school principal and subsequently high 
school principal. Gould has received a num-
ber of awards.

High school construction
Stephen Shergalis, director of business ser-
vices, and the architect gave an update on 
the high school construction. Michael Aus-
tin, a representative of the Thompson Hine 
law firm, reported on the possibility of solar 
panels on the high school. Constructing solar 
panels would cost $1 million. He presented 
the option of a third-party power purchase 
agreement. There is only room on the roof for 
enough panels to provide 15 percent of the 
high school’s needs. Austin went though all 
of the regulations and agreements. The deci-
sion was left for future meetings.

Levy
Scott Gainer, district treasurer, presented 
ways to save close to $5 million for the 
2015–16 school year. On May 10, positions 
were cut and changes were made in the pre-
school program. Current vacancies will not 
be filled. Superintendent Talisa Dixon dis-
cussed the educational impact of these cuts. 
There will be an increase in class size.
 With the city putting an income tax in-
crease on the ballot, it was felt that the school 
board would not put a levy on [the ballot] in 
November.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

AUGUST 4, 2015
All board members were present.

Public comments
Nursing staff salaries: A community mem-
ber believes the salaries of the nursing staff 
is much higher than that of the public sector 
and other area schools. He compared sala-
ries of other area school nurses, and feels 
district spending is out of control in nurses’ 
salaries.
 Cost-cutting ideas: A community member 
gave suggestions to the board on cutting 
costs. These included not paying superinten-
dents’ retirement, suspending some sports 
activities if there are no pool and practice 
courts, and covering all teachers for health 
care under the Affordable Care Act.
 Metal detectors: Another community 
member asked why there were no metal 
detectors in the buildings. Board President 
Nancy Peppler commented that the build-
ings are safe and that the district does not 
plan to install them.

New leadership course for  
Heights High
The board approved the new course propos-
al, Leadership for Change for Heights High, 
for the 2015–16 school year. This course is 
being recommended to provide student lead-
ers the structure, opportunity, resources and 
defined curriculum to develop leadership 
skills. Students enrolled in this one-credit, 
elective course would work to implement 
schoolwide service projects, orientation, 
social events, and mentoring opportunities 
with underclassmen. This course would help 
build a more positive, student-led culture and 

is needed to build the necessary skills in stu-
dent leaders to help them facilitate a positive 
transition to Cleveland Heights High School 
on the Wiley campus.

Five-year strategic plan
The board approved the five-year strategic 
plan for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District after a presen-
tation by Saroya Queen-Tabor, chairper-
son of the strategic planning committee, 
and Superintendent Talisa Dixon. Goals 
focusing on students, diversity, partnership 
and stewardship should be implemented 
by 2020. The strategic priorities include 
the elements of effectiveness, alignment 
and prioritization, feasibility and benefits, 
and costs, and should be measurable.  
The goals include:
•  Student outcomes: 90 percent of students 

would graduate in four years, and ninth-
grade retention would be reduced. To 
achieve this are many action steps includ-
ing online learning and access to grade-
level material.

•  Educational approach: Strategies and 
steps are designed to close the achieve-
ment gap, promote higher expectations, 
provide staff development, ensure equity, 
provide a multi-tiered system of support for 
students, and provide early learning inter-
vention for mathematics and literacy.

•  Parents and community engagement: 
Strategies to strengthen connections be-
tween parent groups and community 
groups would be established. Partnerships 
should be expanded and community as-
sets explored with multiple communication 
options.

•  Valued professionals and culture of ex-
cellence: Strategies include an employee 
code of conduct, which was read by Su-
perintendent Dixon at the meeting; efforts 
to seek diversity in a highly qualified staff; 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Board of Education
Meeting highlights

exit interviews for employees who depart 
the system; a high level of accuracy in re-
porting data; provision of professional de-
velopment, performance standards, and 
provision of equipment and technology 
tools for the staff.

•  Operational resources: Strategies include 
using non-school facilities, implementing 
the present facilities plan, reducing the 
district’s energy consumption and solid 
waste, ensuring a healthy indoor air quali-
ty, evaluating non-instruction staff, increas-
ing technology with upgraded speeds, in-
creasing grants awarded, updating safety 
and security, and being transparent with 
the community on expenditures.

 Ron Register, board vice president, asked 
that this strategic plan document have a glos-
sary for convenience.

Construction design changes
After meeting with staff, the facilities archi-
tects made modifications in the reconstruc-
tion project design phase document. Admin-
istration space will be on every floor. The 
cosmetology space was modified for build-
ing access, and the music and business areas 
were modified.

Board president’s comments
Nancy Peppler, board president, com-
mented on the decision to delay the levy 
proposal. She said cuts would be painful, 
but necessary. She is pleased with the stra-
tegic planning committee proposal. She an-
nounced the Wiley open house on Aug. 20.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING 
SKUNKS 
RACOONS 
OPOSSUMS 
GROUNDHOGS 

SNAPPING TURTLES 
SQUIRRELS  

And Many Others 
We Also Pick Up  

Dead Animals 

INSURED 
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T 

CALL STUART 
216-789-0036 

Training dogs with  
teamwork and trust 
Positive, force-free  
training that works! 

 

216-536-5706 
unleashedpotentialohio@gmail.com 

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 8.
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Heights Music Hop 2015
A free live music festival! Saturday, Sept. 19 Noon to 11 p.m.

Anatolia Cafe
Brennan’s Colony
Dewey’s Pizza
Heights Arts
Lee Road Library
Lopez
Marotta’s
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates
New Heights Grill

Parnell’s Pub
Phoenix Coffee
The Rib Cage
The Social Room
The Stone Oven
The Tavern Company
The Wine Spot
Zagara’s Marketplace

                                 would like to thank the 
following organizations for their support of 
the 3rd annual Heights Music Hop:

Check out www.heightsmusichop.com 
or follow us on Facebook and Twitter to see the 
full schedule of music offerings, ranging from 
jazz, classical, folk, rock, R&B, hip hop and more. 
Let’s keep the Heights Hopping!

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Cedar Lee Special  
   Improvement District
Simply Charming
Motorcars
The Wine Spot
Dewey’s Pizza
New Heights Grill
Cellar Door Records
The City of Cleveland   
   Heights
Realtor Susan Delany,  
   Howard Hanna

Keller National 
Jakprints
Digizoom Media
Kimble
Brite Winter Festival
Larchmere Porchfest
Beachland Ballroom
Grog Shop
WJCU Radio
WRUW Radio
Heights Arts
ARTful

2015 Sponsors & Partners

2015 Music Venues

The BottleHouse – After-Party Venue, 11 p.m., $5 cover

math and science, I never bothered to 
try to learn or understand what was 
being taught about them and always 
got the lowest grades possible in those 
subjects.
 Then, in the eighth grade, when I 
still thought there was a chance I might 
give college a try—probably a music 
school, if anything—I became a little 
concerned about my math scores. I 
knew that in the ninth grade was when 
you started something called algebra, 
which sounded frightening. So I told 
my parents, to their complete shock, 
that I wanted to take algebra in sum-
mer school, for no credit, so that when 
it came to the real thing, in ninth-grade 
math class, I would understand it and 
get a better grade in it.
 I attended summer school and 
I wound up loving algebra. It was 
the most fun I’d ever experienced in 
an academic setting. I found strong 
similarities between doing algebra 
and arranging music. And it was like 
doing puzzles, which I also loved.
 I walked to Heights High from 
Coventry and Mayfield every morning 
that summer holding a tiny transistor 
radio with its little earphone, listening 
to songs like “Walk Like a Man” by the 
Four Seasons, “Fingertips” by 11-year-
old Stevie Wonder, “It’s My Party” by 
Leslie Gore, “Surf City” by Jan and 
Dean, and “If You Wanna Be Happy” 
(“If you wanna be happy for the rest of 
your life, never make a pretty woman 
your wife . . .”) by Jimmy Soul. I’d come 
home after the class and listen to folk 
albums by Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, the 
Limelighters, and Tom Paxton.
 That summer the Baseball All-

Star Game was played at Cleveland’s 
Municipal Stadium. All-Star games 
were still played during the daytime 
back then, so on July 9, I rushed home 
to watch it on our black-and-white 
TV, seeing all-time greats such as 
Willie Mays, Sandy Koufax, Hank 
Aaron, Al Kaline and Cleveland’s 
Jim “Mudcat” Grant. (The National 
League won, 5-3.)
 It was a good summer. And I got 
an A in the algebra class—in summer 
school, for no credit.
 Then ninth grade started and I 
could hardly wait for my first algebra 
class. But it turned out to be the year 
of the so-called “New Math,” which 
involved a whole new textbook with 
a brand-new method of teaching al-
gebra. I didn’t understand one thing 
about it, all year, and I flunked the 
class and never thought about col-
lege again.
 The Russians never did get 
around to dropping bombs on Cleve-
land Heights and Coventry School. 
The school system, however, did 
drop that “New Math” thing after a 
few years and went back to teaching 
algebra the way I’d learned it in sum-
mer school. Too late for me, though. 
But I was good at music and writing, 
so that’s what I did, and do. So I guess 
they were right.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

older, the Superman fantasies were 
replaced by writing songs and creating 
choral arrangements. Actually follow-
ing the classes and their lessons never 
quite kicked in.
 It was also during third grade 
when some man came in and, with the 
teacher, pulled each kid aside for a few 
minutes to pigeonhole us. This man—
a skinny guy with a gray crew cut and 
a drab suit—said to me, “You’re good 
at music and writing, so you’re not go-
ing to be good at math and science.” I 
thought that was a little odd, because 
I was fascinated by math and science, 
but I said, “Whatever,” and went back 
to my desk to stare out the window.
 So, now armed with the knowl-
edge that I wasn’t going to be good at 

My years as Superman’s pal

SONGS AND 
STORIES

David Budin

It’s not a story problem. But it’s a 
story—about math—and a problem.
 I went to elementary school—
Coventry—during the 1950s, the Cold 
War era. We practiced the “duck-and-
cover” technique of sitting on the floor 
with our backs to a wall, bringing our 
knees up, and putting our heads on our 
knees with our arms wrapped around 
our heads. Doing that would protect 
us from the atomic bomb they assured 
us would be coming.
 My third-grade teacher, a simple 
and not very insightful person, who 
was born in the late-1800s (and who 
also, by some cruel twist of fate, 
became my fourth-grade teacher), 
told us how, when the Russians did 
start to drop bombs on Cleveland, we 
would be taken away in buses with 
glass tops (so we could watch for the 
planes) to some forest, somewhere, 
without our parents.
 I spent most of my time in her 
class doing two things: either staring 
out the window, fantasizing about 
Superman coming to save us all from 
“the Russians” and me from my school 
and teacher (and, in the process, 
making me his pal, instead of Jimmy 
Olsen); or making up jokes. As I got 

The Russians never got around to bombing the 
original Coventry School, but the building came 
down, anyway, eventually.
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Fresh
Air,
Fresh
Fare!T H E

� � � � � � � • � � � � �

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone-oven.com

Delicious, fresh, European-style fare served in the heart 
of Cedar Lee. Our patio is now open for dining al fresco. 

HEIGHTS ARTS

Lynn B. Johnson

Students are inundated with after-
school activities. More than just a 
feel-good choice, music instruction 
offers students an alternative means 
of expression, is a positive factor in 
the cognitive, social and physical 
development of children and teens, 
and is a terrific stress-reliever for 
people of all ages.
 Cleveland Heights resident Isa-
iah Paik, 15, started learning violin 11 
years ago at The Music Settlement 
(TMS) as part of its Suzuki program. 
“I started playing violin when I was 4 
years old. I didn’t know anything to 
expect, but it was a lot of fun,” Paik 
said. “Now, I don’t really remember 
a time when I wasn’t playing violin. 
It’s been a big part of my life.”
 KidsHealth.org reports that,  
because music is linked to reason-

ing skills, children who take music 
classes do better in math and science. 
PBS Parents states on its website 
that music not only helps children 
solve multi-step problems, but also 
assists with language development 
and spatial reasoning.
 “By playing an instrument, I’m 
more fluent in music in general, and 
that’s helped with my social skills, 
too,” Paik said. “The first social expe-
rience I had was when I was enrolled 
in the preschool at The Music Settle-
ment for two years. After that was 

in group Suzuki classes with other 
violinists; other kids going through 
the same stuff as me. I learned to 
interact with other kids who were 
all doing the same thing, but weren’t 
just my age. We were all learning the 
same difficult skill. I think that was 
important, growing up. I am still in 
class with some students I met at the 
Settlement when I was age 4 or 5, 
and I count them among my friends, 
definitely.”
 T he  Music  S et t lement ,  a 
103-year-old nonprofit based in 
University Circle, provides a com-
munity where artistic expression 
belongs to everyone, and serves 
those who seek personal growth 
through the arts. Encouraging ar-
tistic expression through music can 
help kids and teens express what 
they’re feeling and thinking—espe-
cially when they don’t have words 
for those thoughts or feelings. A 
family struggling with communica-
tion issues can be helped by taking 
music lessons and playing together. 
Even children and teens looking to 
improve in sports can benefit from 
the fine-motor skills that are en-
hanced through music instruction.
 TMS offers lessons in all types of 

instruments and musical genres, for 
students as young as age 4 through 
advanced adults. Interested parties 
may sort all offerings by age group 
on a computer or mobile device on-
line at www.themusicsettlement.org/
all-offerings.
 TMS is encouraging extracur-
ricular music education by offering 
a multiple-registration discount this 
year: 10 percent off the less-expensive 
registration when two people in a 
family enroll, or when one person 
enrolls in multiple offerings. This 
discount even applies to mothers and 
fathers who want to get in on the fun. 
(The discount is not applicable to 
preschool, day school, or kindergar-
ten enrollments.) It’s never too late 
to learn music and reap the benefits 
of professional music instruction.
 “I definitely hope that music is a 
part of my life and performing with 
other people even after I graduate 
high school,” Paik said. “I have con-
sidered going into a music program 
in college—it would be fun.”

Lynn B. Johnson, The Music Settlement’s 
director of marketing and communica-
tions, recently resumed piano lessons after 
a 32-year hiatus.

TMS offers back-to-school music lessons for all ages
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Isaiah Paik, 15, with Callista Koh, his violin 
instructor of 11 years and The Music Settlement 
Suzuki program head.

Boxer, by Clotilde Jiménez. 

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

Mary Ryan

After being closed most of the sum-
mer for renovations, Heights Arts 
marks its gallery reopening with a 
grand public reception on Friday, 
Sept. 4, 6–9 p.m., for two new exhi-
bitions: Emergent 2015 and Spotlight: 
Brenda Fuchs. 
 The first installation of what 
will be an annual show, Emergent 
2015, showcases the finest “local 
produce” of Northeast Ohio col-
leges and universities. 
 “The idea behind the exhibition 
is to feature artists who graduated 
from area art programs in recent 
years and are now producing sig-
nificant work. In this way, Heights 
Arts seeks to shine a light on the 
considerable strengths of studio 
art programs in this area,” noted 
Greg Donley, Heights Arts board 
president and gallery committee 
chair. 
 During recent decades, North-
east Ohio has produced a steady 

 Painting, mixed media, prints, 
sculpture, site-specific installations, 
and works in fiber and glass by 
rising artists Joanne Arnett, Jerry 
Birchfield, Abbey Blake, Robert 
Coby, Matthew Gallagher, Clotilde 
Jiménez, Joshua Maxwell, Bridget 
McGuire, Joseph Minek, Nicholas 
Skowron, and Shawn Watrous will 
be on view through Oct. 17. 
 An artist talk and reading of 
original poems by local writers—cre-
ated in response to the exhibition—
is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 1 at  
7 p.m.
 In addition to Emergent 2015, 
a new spotlight gal lery wil l be 
unveiled, with the inaugural in-
stallation featuring abstract and 
figurative paintings by noted Cleve-
land artist and former Murray 
Hill gallery owner Brenda Fuchs 
(1939–2011). The exhibition gallery 
is named in honor of the Jean, Harry 
and Brenda Fuchs Family Founda-
tion, whose gift funded the gallery 
improvements. 
 “The renovated space enables us 
to expand our programming, hold 
performances in the gallery, and to 
better define who we are and what 
we do,” explained Rachel Bernstein, 
Heights Arts executive director.
 New programming is scheduled 
for the month of September, with 
“Honoring Cleveland Heights Poet 
Laureates” on Thursday, Sept. 17, 
stART Street Art collaboration and 
Music Hop on Sept. 19, and a silk 
painting demonstration by Susan 
Skove on Sept. 26. For more infor-
mation on upcoming arts events, 
visit www.heightsarts.org or call 216-
371-3457.

Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts, a 
nonprofit community arts organization.

stream of accomplished v isua l 
artists trained at institutions that 
include the Cleveland Institute 
of Art, Kent State University, 
Cleveland State University, the 
Universit y of A kron, Oberl in 
College, and other fine studio art 
programs.

Heights Arts reopens gallery with two new shows
Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

• Residential & Commercial
• Season Contracts
• Licensed and bonded
• Professional Reliable Service
• Heights-based

Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

Uston 
Snowplow Service
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James Henke

If you’re a fan of folk music or singer-
songwriters, there is perhaps no bet-
ter place to see a concert than Sue 
Hannibal’s Cleveland Heights home. 
Hannibal has been presenting con-
certs at her house on Ardleigh Drive 
for the past 10 years.
 “A friend of mine knew about a 
folk musician who was looking for a 
place to play in Cleveland, and she 
knew my house was quite accessible,” 
Hannibal said. “She asked me if she 
could use my house for a concert, and 
that’s how it got started. I had never 
been to a house concert before, and 
it was a new concept to me.”
 Hannibal now presents four to 
six concerts in her living room every 
year. The shows are intimate, with 

attendance limited to 30 people. 
Hannibal usually charges about $15 
for admission, and all of the money 
goes to the musicians. The artists 
usually perform a 45-minute set, 
take a break and then play another 
45-minute set.
 “The performer is right there in 
front of you,” Hannibal said. “And you 
can have a conversation with them 
during the break or after the show.”
 Many well-known folk singers 
have performed at Hannibal’s house 
over the years, including Ann Hills, 
Joe Crookston, Debra Cowan, Roy 
Zimmerman, the Squirrel Hillbillies, 
Steve Gillette and Cindy Mangson, 
the Berrymans, Matt Watroba, 
Emma’s Revolution, John Roberts 
and Charlie King.
 “I like doing house concerts 

because I love bringing live mu-
sic into my home,” Hannibal said.  
“I love meeting the people who come 
here for the shows, and I love helping 
musicians who otherwise might not 
have any other venue to perform in.”
 Hannibal said that most of the 
artists contact her about playing 
at her house. “I hear from them 
anywhere from a couple of months 
before they want to perform to a 
year before,” she said. “We then set 
the date, and about six weeks before 
the concert we figure out a time.” She 
then sends out an e-mail to her list of 
potential concertgoers. She also has 
the Case Western Reserve University 
radio station, WRUW-FM, promote 
the show, and she sometimes makes 
up flyers.
 The performers usually arrive a 
few hours before the show, and she 
generally serves them dinner. Some 
of the artists also spend the night at 
her house.
 “I think house concerts are be-
coming the up-and-coming way for 
many musicians to perform,” she said. 
“Other venues expect you to bring in 
hundreds of people, and it’s getting 
harder to do that.”
 Hannibal has been a music fan for 

most of her life. Her favorite artists 
include Joni Mitchell, Nanci Griffith 
and Pete Seeger. “I’ve always enjoyed 
going to folk festivals and concerts,” 
she said.  Hannibal grew up in Lorain, 
then attended Kent State University, 
where she received a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology and a master’s degree 
in education. She was a special-edu-
cation teacher for about 35 years, and 
retired from teaching five years ago.
 Her husband, Jerry Hannibal, 
plays banjo, guitar and ukulele. 
They’ve been married for 39 years, 
and have two children: Elizabeth, 32, 
and David, 30. The Hannibals moved 
to Cleveland Heights a few years after 
getting married, and built their house 
on Ardleigh 24 years ago.
 At press time, Hannibal did not 
have any concerts set for the near 
future, but anyone who would like to 
get on her invitation list can send an 
e-mail to her at suehannibal@gmail.
com.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, was a writer and editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also the 
author of several books, including biogra-
phies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and 
Bob Marley.

Cleveland Heights home is the setting for intimate concerts

Reinberger Gallery
11610 Euclid Ave
Cleveland OH 
44106

cia.edu/exhibitions

NYC Backyard, 2015 
by Nancy McEntee, Chair 
Photography + Video 
Department

2015
Faculty 
Exhibition
Aug 28–
Oct 17

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

Lake Erie Ink campers at MOCA Cleveland.

Lake Erie Ink teen 
campers write 
about exploring 
Cleveland
Maya Watkins

College student and Heights High gradu-
ate Maya Watkins was a summer intern 
at Cleveland Heights-based Lake Erie 
Ink: a writing space for youth. Working 
with students who took part in LEI’s 
Teen Camp led her to reflect on “what it 
was like to be a young kid, with limited 
mobility and busy parents who can’t al-
ways take you everywhere you’d like to 
go.” With LEI, the teens visited Termi-
nal Tower’s observation deck, rode the 
Rapid, and visited MOCA Cleveland. 
The experience inspired Watkins to share, 
below, first-person accounts of the interest 
and excitement the teens felt, traveling 
around Greater Cleveland with Lake 
Erie Ink: “It was a pleasure to work with 
these students, and see the art they created 
as they looked for inspiration around the 
city. I hope that our community can sense 
their interest and enjoyment from their 
own words.”
 “I’ve lived in Cleveland all my 
life, but I’d never really seen all that 
the city has to offer until Lake Erie 
Ink’s Teen Writers camp. We spent 
our week exploring all the hidden 
gems in Cleveland, starting with 
the historic Soldiers and Sailors 
monument. We were only there for 
a short time, but it was amazing to 
see the large part our city played in 
the Civil War, especially the 9,000 
names inscribed on the inner walls 
of the monument. We then trekked 
up to Terminal Tower’s observation 
deck, 42 stories up. Looking down at 
Cleveland from all the way up there, 
it was interesting to think of how the 
city has changed since the time of 
the Civil War, and how it might have 

looked back then. We spent the RTA 
ride back to camp lost in thought.”
—Jane Berick, age 14
 “This was my first time seeing 
the inside of MOCA, the Museum 
of Contemporary Art. MOCA had 
a sleek, modern exterior, built with 
two-way mirrors covering the entire 
building. I saw my reflection as an 
amateur artist. Inside, we were given 
a tour of their newest exhibit, How 
to Remain Human. As an artist, it 
was refreshing to see paintings and 
other forms of art that I had to think 
about. I liked that the art work wasn’t 
all the same; it wasn’t as predictable 
as other art I’ve seen in other previ-
ous museums. The art work was from 
modern day; the artist challenged 
the view point of anyone who saw 
it. Filled with many sculptures in-
cluding a purple foot and bird bath 
fountain made of wicker baskets, 
paintings by Michelangelo Lovelace, 
and the building being an art in itself, 
I am definitely glad I was able to have 
this experience this summer.”
—Gabi Cicerin, age 12
 Lake Erie Ink serves writers of all 
ages. Fall programming begins Sept. 
15 with the Ink Spot After School 
program for grades 4–8. Evening Ink, 
a weekly Teen Writing Workshop for 
grades 6 and up, takes place Wednes-
day nights starting Sept. 30. Find out 
more at www.lakeerieink.org.

Maya Watkins, a Heights High graduate 
and Hiram College student, was a summer 
intern at LEI.
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John Troxell in front of one of his paintings.

A John Troxell painting of downtown Cleveland.

CH’s John Troxell is thriving as a working artist! 
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James Henke

John Troxell has been “into art” 
since he was five years old. Now 
55, Troxell, who lives on Euclid 
Heights Boulevard in Cleveland 
Heights, is a full-time artist whose 
work has been exhibited at galleries 
in Ohio and in several other states.
 Troxell grew up on the East Side 
of Cleveland near Euclid Avenue 
and Green Road. His uncle was also 
“into art,” and his father “knew a lot 
about art.” When they left him in a 
babysitter’s care, his parents would 
leave him with a sketchpad and a 
pencil, and he would make drawings. 
He also liked to do finger paintings.
 When he was in seventh grade, 
Troxell left Cleveland to attend 
a military school in Texas. After 
graduating from that school, he 
returned to Cleveland and attended 
Case Western Reserve University.
 “I took art classes and played 
football,” he said. “But I really 
wanted to be a pre-med student.” At 
that point, Troxell was also creating 
a lot of artwork. He did not graduate 
from Case, and wound up taking a 
job as a bartender at the Hyde Park 
Grill on Coventry Road, a restaurant 
that was in the space currently oc-
cupied by Panini’s Bar and Grill.
 “In the early 1980s, I started 
selling more of my artwork,” Trox-
ell said. “I would do portraits of 
friends, winter scenes and other 
things.” In 1991, after 10 years, 
Troxell quit his job at Hyde Park 
and began focusing on art ful l 
time. “A lot of people would com-
mission me to do paintings, and 
my bartending conflicted with my 
artwork,” he said.
 Troxell paints a wide variety 
of subjects, including portraits and 
Greater Cleveland scenes. He has 
done paintings of the Cedar Fair-
mount neighborhood, downtown 
Cleveland, East 9th Street and the 
Shoreway and East 55th Street and 
Chester Avenue.
 Troxell also creates large murals. 
One, measuring 40 feet by 100 feet, 
is the largest mural in Cleveland. 
Commissioned by Slavic Village 
Development, the mural is on view 
in Cleveland’s Slavic Village, at West 
68th Street and Broadway. Another 
mural is on the wall at the Stone 
Oven Bakery and Café on Lee Road.
 In 2006, Troxell’s work was ex-
hibited at the Beck Center in Lake-

wood. He also had a show at the 
National Arts Club in New York 
City, and some of his portraits were 
exhibited at the Lee Road Library. 
Last December, he had a show at 
the Riffe Gallery in Columbus.
 Many of Troxell’s paintings can 
be seen and purchased at Cleve-
land’s Bonfoey Gallery, at East 17th 
Street and Euclid Avenue.
 B efore  mov i n g  to  Euc l id 
Heights Boulevard, Troxell lived 
on Overlook Road for about seven 
years. He was married and has a 
24-year-old son, Martin, who is 
currently serving in the U.S. Navy.

 Troxell loves living in Cleveland 
Heights. “I love the walkability of 
this area,” he said. “And I like that 
it’s a mixed community. I also love 
all of the stores and shops, and I 
love the fact that it is near Little 
Italy and Case Western Reserve.” 
 Two of his favorite destinations 
are Tommy’s restaurant on Coven-
try and Nighttown on Cedar Road.
 Troxell’s work can be seen on-

line at www.flickr.com/troxellart. He 
said he is always looking for work, 
and can be contacted at troxellart@
yahoo.com.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights 
resident, was a writer and editor at 
Rolling Stone magazine for 15 years. 
He is also the author of several books, 
including biographies of Jim Morrison, 
John Lennon and Bob Marley.

HEIGHTS ARTS

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198
Burton,Ohio
44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

When a friend challenged Bill Jones to hike a portion of Spain’s 
Camino de Santiago last summer, he utilized his membership in 
Judson’s Smart Living at Home program to give him a leg up.

Bill and his wife, Susan, became members because they needed home 
care support for Susan. Eventually she moved to Judson’s Bruening 
Health Center, where Bill visits her every day with their dog, Oliver. 

With Susan’s healthcare needs taken care of, Bill focused on nurturing 
his own wellness. With the help of Judson wellness staff he developed 
a fitness program that simulated the trail in Spain. Bill left in August 
and spent several weeks on the trail—about 165 miles overall.

“Judson inspired me to take charge of my own health, with a focus on 
prevention. I have a plan in place to get the care I need when I need it.”

Take charge of your health and wellness. Join Judson Smart Living 
at Home today. Call (216) 791-3211 for more information.

“You’re never too young to begin planning for your future. 
Why wait for a crisis?”

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Smart Living at Home

—Bill Jones, Judson Smart Living at Home member since 2006
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Mohammad Imran works as a rug finisher at 
the Bunyaad warehouse in Lahore, Pakistan. 

Ten Thousand Villages brings fair-trade rug event to the Alcazar
Sonal Dhiman

Ten Thousand Villages is bringing 
a fair-trade rug event to Cleveland 
Heights. Although these rugs from 
Pakistan are not literally made of 
magic, they seem enchanted for the 
people who made them, bringing 
these artisans good fortune and rec-
ognition.
 Ten Thousand Villages, in the 
Cedar Fairmount Business District, 
is a local nonprofit fair trade retail 
store that, for the third consecutive 
year, will bring the popular Fair Trade 
Oriental Rug Event to the historic Al-
cazar Hotel. The event will offer more 
than 300 high quality hand-knotted 
Bunyaad rugs for sale.
 The Fair Trade Oriental Rug 
Event is not an ordinary sale; it is an 
opportunity to give recognition to the 
artisans who spend their hours, days 
and weeks weaving and knotting these 
unique rugs. They are cut, shaped, 
threaded and knotted to perfection by 
adults—no child labor is involved—
who receive fair wages for their work.
 Each rug purchase supports 
the education and livelihood of 
people in Pakistan, from widowed 
single mothers to unmarried family 
members working to support their 
families. Because of Ten Thou-

sand Villages’ efforts selling prod-
ucts from authentic producers, the  
artisans now have lifelong support  
for the craft that has been their  
legacy.
 Yousaf Chaman, director of the 
Bunyaad rug program, said “When 
artisans know they are paid for every 
knot they tie, they are empowered to 
focus on the fine details of intricate 
rugs that will last for generations.” 
Many of the rugs are made of hand-
sheared wool that is hand spun and 
hand dyed with extracts from fruits 
and vegetables, then carefully crafted 
and woven by the artisans over a pe-

riod of a few months.
 “Many of the artisans work to-
gether with their looms and discuss 
village issues, environmental con-
cerns, improvements for the schools, 
so Bunyaad goes beyond rug making,” 
Chaman added. “It also opens the 
door for equal opportunity for wom-
en, who earn the same wage for their 
work as their male counterparts.”
 A special preview evening is 
scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 24 

at 6:30 p.m. for those who wish to 
view the collection before the sale,  
or learn more about how these rugs 
are made—their traditional designs 
and techniques and the stories of the 
people who make them. Reservations 
for the preview event can be made by 
calling 216-575-1058.

Sonal Dhiman is a writer who lives in 
Elyria. She works in the marketing depart-
ment at Ten Thousand Villages, Cleveland.
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It’s back to school time.
           Balance the blabber with Funny Times.

Print subscription: 12 issues, $26 ... or digital edition through the  
amazon store or itunes.

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to www.funnytimes.com

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Representing multiple A rated carriers
Dedicated to your unique needs

Rockefeller Center 
Suite 203 3109 Mayfield Road 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
216-965-0646
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The Cedar Taylor Development Association installed new street banners and planters this sum-
mer to create a sense of place. Next on the group’s list is to install new bike racks and benches.

Cedar Taylor installs new street banners

8000 square feet of 
daycare and boarding!
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTSWHY BUY @

Named “Ohio Business Of The Year” 
By Green Energy Ohio

MotorcarsConstruction.com - (216) 932-2400

Steve Presser at Big Fun.

Steve Presser leads life filled with toys, art and community 
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Christopher Tysh 

Standing next to a seven-and-a-half-
foot-long G.I. Joe aircraft carrier, 
flanked by a few dozen action figures, 
jets and hovercrafts, Steve Presser is a 
man who has found his calling.
 Since leaving his job as a stock-
broker 24 years ago and opening Big 
Fun, a toy store in the artsy Coventry 
Village neighborhood of Cleveland 
Heights, Presser, 57, has become a 
vocal business leader, community 
coordinator and activist for the arts.
 Reflecting on how his life has 
changed since his days of selling 
commodities, Presser said, “Now my 
commodities are fake dog-doo and 
throw-up, and lots of collectible toys.”
 Wearing a bowling shirt and 
sporting short gray hair and a soul 
patch, Presser walked into Tommy’s 
restaurant, a vegan-friendly diner a 
few doors down from his store. A 
Tommy’s staff member greeted him 
by name while Presser turned to 
acknowledge a family of four sitting 
nearby, whom he knows from the 
neighborhood.
 As a child growing up in Univer-
sity Heights, Presser developed an 
enduring love of toys. “I grew up in 
the greatest era of toys and TV—the 
1960s—so there were TV shows, and 
toy products were manufactured for 
[them],” said Presser. “My generation 
was . . . ‘The Addams Family’, ‘Lost 
in Space’, ‘Batman.’ ”
 As an adult, Presser started col-
lecting rare toys, but saw it only as a 

hobby. Then, one day in 1982, Presser’s 
life changed forever. While in Chi-
cago with his future wife, Debbie, 
fate led him to a store called Goodies. 
Presser was blown away. “If you ever 
saw ‘The Wizard of Oz’ . . . the first 
time . . . it goes from black-and-white 
to color, that was what I felt,” he said.
 After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Michigan with a Bachelor 
of Science in psychology, Presser 
returned to Cleveland to pursue his 
career as a stockbroker, but he was 
never able to shake that first expe-
rience at Goodies. Presser began 
visiting Goodies several times a year, 
befriending the store’s owner, Ted 
Frankel. “He’s been one of my best 
friends and truly one of my greatest 
mentors,” said Presser.
 After working for seven years 
at Paine Webber in Beachwood, 

and with Frankel’s encouragement, 
Presser decided it was time to move 
on from dealing stocks.
 “It just wasn’t me. I’m a very giv-
ing person,” he said. “There was just 
this pressure of making money and 
working hard and selling and buying. 
I just didn’t enjoy it.”
 On April 1, 1991, Presser opened 
the original Big Fun, located across 
the street from its current location, 
on Coventry Road. Since then, he 
has become a vital member of the 
local community, sitting on several 
nonprofit boards and promoting Cov-
entry Village as a place for businesses 
and families alike.
 Presser is a founding member 
of the Coventry Village Special Im-
provement District and a founding 
board member of Heights Arts, an 
organization dedicated to promoting 

the arts through education, exhibi-
tions and performances.
 His love of music, the arts and 
the outdoors has influenced his in-
volvement in his community. “I was 
heavily involved with the Coventry 
Street Fair,” said Presser. “I started 
the music series here, I started the 
movie series, I started the drum 
circle, I started the yoga. These are 
things that are really important.”
 On top of helping to build a strong 
community, Presser does what he can 
to help other local businesses. “When 
we did our midnight release party for 
Harry Potter number seven, we had 
planned all these activities, and Steve 
just jumped right in to help us,” said 
Suzanne DeGaetano, owner of Mac’s 
Backs bookstore on Coventry Road. 
“He found the Harry Potter round 
glasses, and he got those for us so that 
we could give them out that night.”
 Despite becoming one of the 
most active and recognizable person-
alities in Coventry Village, Presser 
only recently realized the true mo-
tivator behind what drives him. 
“For years, people used to ask me 
what I do. I used to say, ‘I own this 
cool toy store,’ ” he said. “About nine 
months ago, I finally realized what I 
do—make people happy. That’s what 
I do—make people happy. And I’m 
good at that.” 

Christopher Tysh is a 35-year-old mobile 
app developer. He lives in Cleveland 
Heights with his fiancée, Ashley, and their 
dog, Oscar. 
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