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Noble Neighbors hosts panel on school levy
Vince Reddy

On Oct. 11, Noble Neighbors hosted 
a panel on the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School 
District’s proposed 5.5-mill operating 
levy, which will be on the Nov. 8 ballot 
as Issue 109. The nonprofit neighbor-
hood group invited pro- and anti-levy 
groups to participate, and gave each 
side the option to send as few or as 
many representatives as it wanted, 
to speak within set time allotments.
 Ron Register, school board mem-
ber; Lisa Hunt, Reaching Heights 
assistant director; and Jayne Geneva, 
CH-UH Lay Finance Committee 
chair, spoke for the pro-levy side.
 Charles Drake, of the anti-levy 
Citizens Leadership Political Action 
Committee (PAC), spoke for those 
opposed to the levy.
 Meredith White, pastor of Noble 
Road Presbyterian Church (the site 
of the forum), greeted the audience 
of approximately 70. Brenda May, a 
leader of the Noble Neighbors group, 
then set out the format for the eve-
ning. As with the Noble Neighbors’ 
candidates’ forum in 2015, audience 

members were asked to agree to sit 
quietly while the panelists talked. 
Questions from attendees were gath-
ered on index cards, and panelists 
stayed after the formal discussion so 
that audience members could talk 
with them individually.
 Register told the group about dis-
trict efforts to better serve students 
and families, including an education 
equity plan designed to assure that 
resources are available where they 
are most needed—whether to ad-

dress learning disabilities or provide 
opportunities for gifted students. He 
noted that some of the district’s “best 
leaders” had been directed to the 
district’s more-challenged schools, 
and said that work was underway 
to have Monticello Middle School 
designated an International Bacca-
laureate School. “A newly established 
pre-kindergarten program at Oxford 
Elementary, which is open to all 
children in the district, shows the 

continued on page 7
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Heights residents 
invited to community 
building forum

Panelists (from left) Jayne Geneva, Ron Register, Lisa Hunt and Charles Drake. Brenda May, seated 
at far right, a leader of the Noble Neighbors group, moderated the panel. 
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Cleveland Heights announces developer for Top of the Hill project
City of Cleveland Heights 

Editor’s Note: The Heights Observer 
received the following press release from 
the City of Cleveland Heights and is 
publishing it in its entirety. 

The City of Cleveland Heights’s Top 
of the Hill Project [took] the next 
step in the development process at 
[its Oct. 17] meeting. City Council 
[voted on] legislation to authorize 
the city to negotiate a non-binding 
letter of intent with Fairmount 
Properties. 

 “We were very pleased with the 
results of our Request for Qualifi-
cations process. Several excellent 
development teams were interested 
in partnering with us to bring a 
spectacular development to the 
Top of the Hill,” said City Manager 
Tanisha Briley. “We believe that says 
a lot about the interest and excite-
ment surrounding this site and in 
new development in Cleveland 
Heights.”
 The Top of the Hill Project re-
fers to the approximately four acres 
of city-owned property at the corner 

of Cedar Road and Euclid Heights 
Boulevard at the top of Cedar Hill. 
As a highly visible property at the 
gateway between the Heights and 
University Circle, developing this 
property has been a long-time goal 
of the city.
 The selection of a development 
partner is the culmination of a six 
month process. The city received 
six responses to a Request for Quali-
fications issued in April that was 
then narrowed down to two firms, 
Fairmount Properties and Flaherty 

Sruti Basu

Heights residents are invited to 
attend Community-Building for 
Change—a free public forum 
and workshop, hosted by Future-
Heights and Neighborhood Con-
nections—on Wednesday, Nov. 16, 
6:30–8:30 p.m., at the CH Commu-
nity Center Atrium, 1 Monticello 
Blvd.
 The interactive workshop 
aims to provide attendees with the 
knowledge and skills they need to 
create and maintain strong, effec-
tive neighborhood groups, and em-
power residents to take effective 
action in supporting and improving 
their community. The forum will 
explore effective organizing and 
goal-setting for volunteer organiza-
tions, and strategies for creatively 
solving challenges.
 Austin Boxler, director of com-
munity involvement at Detroit 
Shoreway Community Develop-
ment Organization, Erika Brown, 
community network builder at 
Neighborhood Connections, and 
Mary Reynolds Powell, of Resident 
Voices, will collaboratively lead the 
interactive workshop and discus-
sion.
 For more information, visit 
www.futureheights.org.

Sruti Basu is director of community-
building programs at FutureHeights.

Remembering Sunny Ravi Patel
Shari DeCarlo, Deanna Bremer Fisher and 

Erin Setzer

On Friday, Oct. 14, just after 8 p.m., 
15-year-old Sunny Ravi Patel was 
murdered by an armed robber while 
helping at the Mr. Hero sandwich 
shop that his aunt and uncle own 
on South Taylor Road in Cleveland 
Heights. He was not an employee, 
but a dutiful nephew working hard to 
help his family succeed. The criminal 
shot Sunny, and he passed away from 
his injuries just hours later.
 Sunny Ravi Patel is the only son 
of Ravi and Pinal Patel of Highland 
Heights. A sophomore at Mayfield 
High School, his friends describe him 
as hardworking, caring and an avid 
Cleveland Cavaliers fan.
 Mayfield students hosted a can-
dlelight vigil on Oct. 21, prior to 
the school’s varsity football game. 

They asked 
students, staff 
and commu-
nity members 
to wear Cleve-
land Cavaliers 
attire for a 
“Cavs Night” 
theme in his 
memory and to show support for his 
family. Upon hearing the news, his 
friends designed special T-shirts to 
honor their friend in the wine and gold 
colors of his favorite sports team.
 Like many in the community, 
Cleveland Heights-resident Erin 
Setzer wanted a way to express her sor-
row and support the Patel family. She 
created a Go Fund Me Campaign to 
help the Patels pay for funeral expens-
es and other costs. Within six hours, 
the campaign had already reached its 

Sunny Ravi Patel 
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HEIGHTS OBSERVER

The Heights Observer is not an or-
dinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want to 
write, then submit them for publication. 
Anyone in University Heights or Cleve-
land Heights is welcome to contribute 
regularly, occasionally or even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish and 
contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click 
on “Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing 
style, article length, etc., click on 
“Become an Observer” at the left. 
For questions that aren’t answered 
there, call the FutureHeights of-
fice at 216-320-1423 or e-mail info@
futureheights.org. 

 Articles to be considered for the 
December issue must be submitted by 
Nov. 7. We publish some articles online 
as they come in—and still consider 
them for the next print issue. We also 
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

About the Observer

excerpts from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org

Quality vs. exclu-
sivity, and the po-
tential value of stu-
dent testing
Ten years ago, it was 
pretty easy to see the scientific flaws 
in the State of Ohio’s school ratings: 
no valid test samples, no comparison 
of pre-test and post-test, no time-
series tracking of student results over 
the years, meaningless descriptions 
for the attainment levels—basically, 
no way of telling which schools were 
having what effects on their students. 
Instead of scientifically based conclu-
sions, essentially they said Panama is 
more effective than Canada because 
it’s warmer. Since that time, the state 
has managed not to fix those flaws, 
but to bury them under a hopelessly 
tangled mess of complexity that no 
one can decipher (while shamelessly 
declaring the system is easier to un-
derstand because they have affixed 
the “simple” grade ratings of A, B, 
C, D and F). Incredible. If it weren’t 
already 2016, you’d swear it was 1984 
(George Orwell’s that is).
 In the absence of reliable guid-
ance from the state, though, how 
is a Heights resident supposed to 
understand the public school system?
—Greg Donley

Counterpoints to 
Heights Observer ar-
ticle on Renovated 
High School
. . . The sentence “The 
building will be one of the most 
energy-efficient high schools in the 
nation.” is in error.

 There is no evidence to support 
that sentence. The Sustainability 
Working Group (SWG) reviewed the 
design in July-August 2015 and found 
too many inadequacies to make any 
claim of remarkable energy perfor-
mance for the building. The SWG 
used the highly respected ASHRAE 
high school building design guide 
for this climate zone to benchmark 
against, a document referenced in the 
original accepted Lay Facilities Com-
mittee (LFC) report to the Board of 
Education. . . .
—Allen Wilkinson

Why My Husband 
a n d  I  Wi l l  Vo te 
‘Yes’ on the Heights 
School Levy
Our chi ldren  are 
grown and live far 
away, but my husband and I will be 
voting for Issue 109, the Heights 
School Levy. We believe supporting 
our community’s children is a respon-
sibility and a privilege.
 Our high school students can 
study advanced chemistry and 
physics, a range of foreign langua-
ges, advanced placement Calculus, 
and computer programming. They 
can play in a marching band, a sym-
phony orchestra or a jazz combo, 
take a class in sculpture or jewelry 
or photography, participate in the 
theater, and play a range of sports. 
Our community has understood 
these opportunities as necessities, 
and our levy dollars pay for them. 
. . .
—Jan Resseger

Taking ownership of 
what schools don’t 
do well enough 
To the Editor:

I was at a joint meeting of Univer-
sity Heights City Council and the 
CH-UH school board on Sept. 14. 
Superintendent Dixon said at the 
meeting (paraphrased):
•  Our district’s administration owns 

up to the reality that too many of 
our students are not achieving to a 
level essential for their future life 
success.

•  Teaching for mastery in each sub-
ject is the way for us to change that, 
no matter what state tests look like.

 I have seen no school leader 
openly state this strategic awareness 
in my 30-plus years of watching our 
district. I can only take my hat off to 
such clarity.
 Even with that top-level view, 
Dr. Dixon knows that every moment 
of activity in the classroom is where 
the rubber meets the road. It will not 
be easy to accomplish mastery.
 I wish the elected school board 
had this same level of open frankness 
and self-evaluation (clarity) around 
the facilities project. They are where 
that buck has stopped for this proj-
ect.
 A retired Heights High teach-

er introduced an out-of-the-box 
idea that could help implement 
high standards starting in kin-
dergarten, if we have the cour-
age and the will. You can follow 
a Facebook conversation on this 
at: www.facebook.com/allen.wilkin-
son.90/posts/537073273170229?comment_
id=537495916461298&notif_t=feed_
comment&notif_id=1474918924074828.

Allen Wilkinson
Cleveland Heights

Private school fami-
lies support CH-UH 
public schools and 
Issue 109

To the Editor:

We are writing as parents of school-
aged children living in Cleveland 
Heights or University Heights. As 
East Siders, we are blessed with a 
wealth of options in deciding where 
our children will be educated. While 
each of us has chosen to send our 
own children to independent or 
parochial schools (or to home-
school)—for reasons that include 
instilling religious values, maintain-
ing family traditions or meeting the 
specific social or educational needs 

of our children—we nonetheless 
recognize the vital role a strong 
public school system plays in our 
community.
 Heights schools have a challeng-
ing mission—to provide enriching 
academic, artistic and athletic pro-
grams for all students, regardless of 
background or ability; to provide a 
meaningful learning experience for 
students with disabilities; and to 
provide effective interventions and 
appropriate programming to maxi-
mize the potential of an at-risk popu-
lation. Fulfilling this mission benefits 
not only the individual students of 
Heights schools but all of society. We 
believe this mission is worthy of our 
support.
 Keeping our school district 
strong demonstrates the health and 
well-being of our community, and 
the families and children that reside 
here. Public schools are “public” not 
just because they are available to all, 
but also because they are the respon-
sibility of all. For that reason, we will 
be supporting Issue 109, the CH-UH 
schools operating levy on the Novem-
ber ballot. We urge you to join us in 
supporting Issue 109 on Election Day. 
Let’s keep our community strong for 
all of us.

Kirsten Fawcett-Dubow & Terry 
Dubow, Hawken School; Carolyn 
Broering-Jacobs & Chris Jacobs, 
Communion of Saints School and 
Benedictine High School; Kate Hoff-
meyer & Romney Cullers, University 
School; Cindy & Maciej Zawadzki, 
Hathaway Brown School and Uni-
versity School; Eric Cohen, Hebrew 
Academy of Cleveland; Alice & Brad 
McDonald, St. Dominic School; 
Genevieve & Tim Kenealy, Gesu 
Catholic School and The Lillian and 
Betty Ratner School; Jenn & Deb 
Lonzer, The Lillian and Betty Ratner 
School; Betsy Warner, Laurel School; 
Natoya & Tony Minor, Villa Angela-
St. Joseph High School; Jill Enders & 
Tony Seitz, home-school; Dan Mesh 
& Nancy Thorne, Beaumont School; 
Martha Schubert, Montessori High 
School and Ruffing Montessori; Em-
ily and Rob Pollard, St. Ignatius High 
School and Hawken School (and 
20 additional parents, representing 
schools listed above).

Reasons not to vote 
for school levy

To the Editor:

Recently an article in the Heights 
Observer explain[ed] a new food 
giveaway program for Heights 
residen[ts]. Evidently a substantial 
[number] of friends and neighbors 
can’t afford to feed their own fami-
lies.  

Correction to October 
Octavofest article
The October issue of the Heights 
Observer misspelled the last name 
of one of the contributing writers 
to the article about Octavofest. 
The correct name is Louis Adrean. 
The editor regrets the error.
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 There are an increasing number 
of residents who are becoming tax 
delinquent because of our increas-
ingly higher tax rate.
 It is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to sell homes in the area for 
fair market value. Prospective buyers 
are discouraged when they become 
aware of the extremely high tax rates 
and less-than-stellar school system. 
This situation leads to more rental 
properties, which destroy the sub-
stance of our neighborhoods. 
 An increase in property tax will 
further increase hardships in our 
community.
 We all know that CH-UH school 
system employees earn a very good 
salary. The school system must take 
drastic steps to control [its] spending 
and be [a] responsible partner in our 
community.

Dennis Fioritto
University Heights

Parent wants all chil-
dren to have more 
opportunities

To the Editor:

It’s one of those parenting clichés 
that we all want our children to have 
better lives and greater opportunities 
than we had ourselves. My children 
already have.
 My daughter Amber, a senior at 
Heights High, is currently taking a 
full course load at Cleveland State 

University while simultaneously at-
tending classes at Heights. She will 
finish high school with her entire 
freshman year of college under her 
belt. I cannot even begin to describe 
what this means to me financially 
and emotionally. For her to start 
college without the worry of being 
burdened by crippling debt is a huge 
weight off my shoulders.
 More than saving money or earn-
ing credits, Amber has gained things 
that are immeasurable from her years 
in Heights schools. She is now the 
student activities coordinator for 
the Vocal Music Department. This 
has given her a sense of confidence 
and responsibility usually reserved 
for adult leaders. She knows that 
she has the power to make a positive 
difference in the school experiences 
of herself and her classmates.
 These kinds of experiences 
aren’t available to all students, es-
pecially not in many urban districts. 
But CH-UH does more, and my 
children are incredibly lucky for 
that. From Chinese and chess clubs 
to instrumental music lessons, from 
Amber’s passion for music to Davia’s 
athletic talents, Heights schools 
nurture,  challenge and support my 
daughters.   
 They’ve traveled with their 
schools from Shaker Lakes to Nash-
ville, Chicago and Washington 
D.C.—experiences many children 
may never have.
 I am voting for Issue 109, the 
upcoming school levy, because I want 
all children to have the opportunities 
that my daughters have had. I hope 

you’ll join me.

Tiera Briggs
University Heights

Vote ‘yes’ invest in 
our community

To the Editor,

By now, readers are likely to be 
aware of these basic facts about 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights school budget and levy: 
The requested tax increase is the 
smallest ask in about 30 years; our 
district has lost about 33 percent of 
its state funding due to EdChoice 
and charter school programs, and 
this loss has been increasing every 
year; once inflation is taken into 
account, teachers are working for 
less pay than they did five years ago; 
the district has not gone this long 
without a levy passing for at least 
20 years; the district cut more than 
50 teaching positions this spring.
 Readers also probably know 
about our district’s exemplary tech-
nical education program, and [that] 
our district provides pre-kindergar-
ten education in an effort to close the 
achievement gap that occurs when 
[some] children don’t have the same 
advantages as others. Readers surely 
are aware that our music program has 
received honors and recognition at 
state and national levels.
 Readers might not be aware of 
Ohio House Bill 920, passed in 1976. 

The result of this law is that the only 
thing keeping property tax revenue 
(not rates, but actual dollar amounts) 
for our schools from being exactly 
what it was 40 years ago is the pas-
sage of levies.
 While operating on a tight 
budget, our school district provides 
wonderful and necessary opportuni-
ties for our children. Many of these 
programs will be cut without the 
passage of Issue 109. Please invest 
in our community and vote YES for 
Issue 109 on Nov. 8!

Marcie Denton
Cleveland Heights

How we chose the 
public schools

To the Editor:

In 2012, choosing an elementary 
school for our daughter felt like a 
matter of subtraction. We aren’t 
Catholic, so we crossed religious 
schools off our list. I was working 
part time as a community college 
English professor, so we crossed the 
more expensive private schools off 
our list. I knew my patience limit 
enough to know that home-school-
ing was never on the list. After all of 
these subtractions, the local public 
school was the only one left.
 But school choice isn’t a sub-
traction problem where the public 
school is the last answer. After four 
years in the public schools, I under-
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stand that our choice was actually 
a matter of addition. We can easily 
walk to school, meeting neighbors 
along the way, adding a deeper sense 
of community to our lives. Our 
daughter is receiving an excellent 
education, feeling both challenged 
and supported by her teachers. She is 
learning to value herself and others—
classmates with unique perspectives 
and backgrounds dramatically differ-
ent from her own. Field trips, gifted 
services, art and music, and extracur-
ricular activities all add inestimable 
benefits to her life experience.
 Choosing a school for your child 
is a complex equation that requires 
more than basic arithmetic. We 
chose public and are very glad we 
did. I fervently hope the school levy 

passes, so that current and prospec-
tive families can do the math and 
end up with the same answer we 
did, not because it’s the last choice 
but because it’s the best choice: 
public school.

Megan Lubbers
Cleveland Heights

Fourth-generation 
Heights family sup-
ports school levy

To the Editor:

I am voting for the CH-UH school 
levy this November.
 In the past few months, I vis-
ited two schools, including the high 
school, and met with a variety of 
school administrators and teach-
ers. I witnessed schools that were 
well-run even after years of cuts in 
operating expenses, limited payroll 
increases, teacher layoffs and the 
elimination of teacher and staff posi-
tions.  
 One of the primary concerns 
for me and for many in the com-
munity is the graduation rate. The 
graduation rate in 2015 was an un-
acceptable 81.3 percent. I observed 
special summer programs for seniors 
and others who were missing gradu-
ation credits; math enhancement 
classes to help [students] pass the 
Ohio graduation test, and the two 
high school programs that operate 
out of the Delisle Center for credit-
deficient and otherwise troubled 
students. It obviously costs more 
per student to offer these enhance-
ment programs. The cost is far less 
than the long-term cost to a child, 
and to the community of someone, 
without a high school diploma.
 The school district has set a goal 
of increasing the graduation rate to 
90 percent. From my observation, 
these well-run programs will allow 
the district to reach that goal.
 Some opponents to the levy 
cite the benefits of charter schools. 
While some charter schools are 
well-run, many are not. One charter 
school operator, with a school in 
Cleveland Heights, went bankrupt. 
The online charter school, ECOT, 
received $109 million in state funds 
for 15,300 students. It is now being 
sued by the state because there is no 
record that almost 60 percent of its  
students attended their courses.
 It is wonderful that the students 
residing in our district have choices 
as to which schools to attend. It 
is one reason why many families, 
like ours—our children have at-
tended both public and independent 
schools—choose to live here.  
 Our district stretched the last 

three-year operating levy for an extra 
year, even in the face of millions of dol-
lars of state budget cuts and declining 
tax revenue. I encourage those who are 
against or undecided about the levy to 
visit our schools and talk to our teach-
ers, administrators and students. As a 
fourth-generation Cleveland Heights 
family, we ask our fellow community 
members to join us in voting for the 
levy on Nov. 8.

Mark Hoffman
Cleveland Heights

This parent will vote 
with pride for levy
To the Editor:

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights school district spends a lot of 
money on its students. Some people 
point to this as a reason not to support 
public education. I actually think it’s 
a fact about which we should all be 
proud.
 We spend this money because 
our community values opportunity, 
equity and access. We believe that 
children should be introduced to for-
eign languages in elementary school. 
We believe that fourth-graders should 
have the chance to learn musical in-
struments, regardless of their parents’ 
ability to afford private lessons. We be-
lieve that students should be enriched 
by some of the most highly regarded 
musical programs in the nation. We be-
lieve in providing programs and clubs 
that match up with the varied interests 
and abilities of all our community’s 
children, and that keep them engaged 
in, and returning to, school each day.
 This community also values doing 
what is right in the face of need, again 
reflected in the money the district 
spends on its students. Whether it’s 
providing wrap-around services for 
refugees and their families (who make 
up nearly 10 percent of the student 
body at Noble Elementary School), 
or providing academic or behavioral 
intervention services to any child who 
needs a personalized strategy, our dis-
trict has made careful choices about 
providing what it believes is right and 
good and necessary.
 It is difficult and expensive for 
districts to provide high-quality edu-
cational experiences for all children 
regardless of their background or abil-
ity, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 
do it. I will vote for Issue 109 so that 
our schools can continue to offer all 
children access to the opportunities 
they need to succeed in life. And I will 
do it with pride.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher [a member of 
the Steering Committee for Citizens for 
Our Heights Schools] 
Cleveland Heights

	
	
	
			
											
			
			
	
					
	
	
	
	
			
	

																																	 	
	
	
					
	
						

We’ve Moved! 
 

Ta ve rn  C omp a ny 
2 29 9  Le e Rd .  

C leve la nd Hei ghts 
(Formerly Brennan’s Colony) 

-  

www.TavernCompany.com 

	

Ww    TavernCompany.com 
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Honest and Fair 

GREAT FINANCING 
Call For Free Estimates! 

216.397.6349 

DRIVEWAYS 
MASONRY Kitchen & Baths GREAT SAVINGS! 

Weather’s 
breaking. 
Time to 
sealcoat! 

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings. 
When you have a State Farm® car and a State Farm 
home, get ready to drive around with a big, money-
saving State Farm smile. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath, 
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

Don’t be fooled by school levy oppo-
nents’ false and misleading claims
Jayne Geneva and Ryan Routh

Several [opinion] articles in last 
month’s Observer cited so-called 
“facts” about the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights school levy (Issue 
109). We are writing to correct just 
three of the false or misleading argu-
ments of levy opponents.
 First, levy opponents love to 
compare graduation rates from 2006 
to today, but they do so in misleading 
ways. 
 They don’t explain that they’re 
comparing 2006’s five-year gradua-
tion rate with today’s four-year rate—
and so today’s rate is understandably 
lower. They omit [mentioning] that, 
in 2007, the state made the gradua-
tion test significantly harder, which 
lowered graduation rates across Ohio. 
And they simply ignore that the dis-
trict’s four-year graduation rate has 
gone up four years in a row to 85.7 
percent—much higher than the 83 
percent statewide average.
 Second, levy opponents love to 
cite inflated cost-per-pupil figures. 
Their figures include millions in 
“expenditures” that are not, in fact, 
expenditures on district students—
including the combined $6.1 million 
the state diverts to charter schools 
and voucher programs; the $1.5 mil-
lion spent on busing independent and 
parochial school students; and ex-
penditures on business-like services 
for which the district is paid (such as 
rent paid by third parties at the old 
Coventry school). 

 The Ohio Department of Educa-
tion adjusts these figures to calculate 
a $15,023 cost-per-pupil figure. That 
number is not small, but it is rea-
sonable—and not inappropriately 
inflated.
 Finally, levy opponents claim that 
most school districts do not seek ap-
proval of continuing levies every 3 to 
5 years. This is false. 
 Voters in our district are peri-
odically asked to approve additional 
operating levies because the dollar 
amount of school property taxes col-
lected cannot increase without voter 
consent—notwithstanding inflation or 
increases in property values. 
 Our district, like most in Ohio, 
periodically seeks additional continu-
ing operating levies. This November, 
Bay Village, Fairview Park, Mayfield, 
North Royalton, Olmsted Falls and 
Westlake are all seeking additional 
continuing levies. It is primarily chal-
lenged districts, like Parma, that resort 
to temporary school levies.
 When deciding how you should 
vote on Issue 109, don’t be misled 
by levy opponents’ so-called “facts.” 
Cast your vote for strong community 
schools.

Jayne Geneva is chairperson of the Lay 
Finance Committee for the Cleveland-
Heights University Heights City School 
District. Ryan Routh is co-chair of 
Citizens for Our Heights Schools. Both are 
longtime residents of Cleveland Heights 
and parents of current or former CH-UH 
students.

Top of The hill continued from page 1

Voted CleVeland’s Best toy store
We buy Old TOys FOr Ca$H

Traditional Toys for   
 Traditional Holidays!

Funky Toys for 
Funky Holidays!

Collectibles  • Cards • Nintendo • Cleveland Gear • Pop Culture • Ghoulardi 
T-Shirts • Baby Stuff • Classic Candy • Great Books (most at least 1/2 off)
Stocking Stuffers • Buttons and Magnets • Unique Toys • Great Gag Gifts

1814 Coventry Road • Cleve. Hts
216-371-4FUN • www.bigfuntoystore.com

facebook.com/bigfuntoystore
Thanks for supporting local businesses!
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For information, 
please contact me. 

SUSAN DELANEYSUSAN DELANEY, , ABRABR®®,,RRS,CNERRS,CNE®®              
216~577~8700216~577~8700  
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  
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Fairmount Properties preliminary site plan for the top of the Hill. 
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& Collins out of Indianapolis. 
 The city received presentations 
in open sessions from each firm and 
performed further due diligence 
before making their selection.   
 “My colleagues and I were very 
impressed with both Flaherty & Col-
lins and Fairmount Properties and 
either team would have delivered 
an exciting project at this site,” said 
Mayor Cheryl Stephens. [Oct. 17’s] 
consideration of Fairmount Proper-
ties for the Top of the Hill project 
is the beginning of an exciting step 
forward for economic development 

in our city.”
 Cleveland-based Fairmount 
Properties has completed more than 
$1 billion in development projects 
since their founding in 1998, includ-
ing mixed-use projects similar in 
scope to what is being envisioned 
for the Top of the Hill.
 Additional information about this 
project and the two finalists consid-
ered can be found on the city’s website 
at www.clevelandheights.com/toh.
 
A press release from the City of Cleve-
land Heights.
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First Unitarian Church v www.firstunitariancleveland.com 
21600 Shaker Blvd. v Shaker Heights 

Community Forum Discussion  

Sunday, Nov. 6, 2016  9:30-10:45 a.m. 
 

Kyle Earley 
 Mt. Calvary Baptist 

Church, 
Raise Up Cleveland 

Minimum wage in Ohio is 
$8.10/hr. An increase 

to $10/hr. is under review, 
while in Cleveland there is 

a proposal for $12.  
Will raising minimum wage 
reduce poverty, reliance on 
food stamps, and Medicaid?  

Or create layoffs and 
other adverse effects? 

 

Mark Sniderman 
Adj. Economics 

Prof. CWRU 

Setting growth targets for students
Ari Klein

I have never really been a football 
fan, but now that I have a daugh-
ter at University of Michigan, 
I find it impossible not to pay 

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-Icing Cables Installed

Nobody Under Bids Us

attention, at least a little. As I 
wrote this article, an Ann Arbor 
steakhouse was offering patrons a 
percentage discount by whatever 
point spread Michigan might win 
over Rutgers. Michigan won 78-0, 
which is a little more than was 
expected. 
 How did the restaurant decide 
to make this offer? Did [the own-
ers] look at data and then gamble 
how much they could afford to 
give up in profits versus the adver-
tising they would get? Looking at 
past games with Rutgers, coupled 
with the individual players’ abili-
ties, could they have predicted the 
point spread?
 As I wrote this article, teach-
ers in the Cleveland Heights- 
University Heights schools were 
setting targets for how much 
our students will grow this year. 
Teachers give a pre-test, analyze 
the results, look at each student’s 
academic history, and then try 

to guess how these students will 
do on a post-test in March. This 
might seem clear-cut, but it is not 
as scientific as it sounds.
 To start with, the tests are dif-
ferent from one year to the next, 
so there is little basis to gauge how 
students might score three-quar-
ters of the way through the school 
year. Even with all that is known 
about students, it is impossible to 
know how students will score six 
months later. Teachers can guess. 
Teachers always have hopes and 
dreams for their students, but 
there are many variables that 
are unpredictable. Illness, family 
circumstances, and both positive 
and negative interactions with 
one’s classmates and teachers are 
among factors that might help or 
hurt student learning.
 Children are not predictable, 
mechanical bots—nor should they 
be. In no way am I discounting the 
fact that teachers have an impact 
on learning. I believe that teach-
ers can have a tremendous impact 
on student learning, I just have a 
hard time believing that they play 
the only role.
 Patrick O’Donnell reported 
on the socioeconomic impact on 
learning in the Oct. 9 Plain Dealer. 
It is clear that socioeconomics are 
directly related to how students 
perform. This knowledge has 
been around for decades and is 
shown time after time, test upon 
test. The playing field is not level 
when used to compare teachers 
and school districts.
 Setting growth targets may 
in fact be a wonderful activity for 
teachers to work on. Like many, I 
believe in setting goals so I can see 
if I achieve what I set out to do. 
The issue I have is that the state 
of Ohio’s teacher ratings is 50-per-
cent based on these guesses.
 Decoupling student growth 
measures from teacher evalua-
tion is allowed by the new federal 
law Every Student Succeeds Act. 
Ohio could take away part of the 
pressure-cooker mentality for 
teachers, schools and students: 
Less testing, more learning. 
Everyone wants everyone to be 
accountable. 
 Rating schools, students, dis-
tricts and communities based on 
guessing how students will test 
makes little sense. There has to 
be a better way.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community 
member, math teacher at Cleveland 
Heights High School, and president 
of the Cleveland Heights Teachers 
Union.

Your neighbor; your plumber 
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, bonded  

& insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 •  herbsplumbingandheating.com

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

Mention this ad for 10% off 
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

A public school  in-
sider’s perspective
Joan Spoerl

Between us, my husband and I have 
lived in many exciting cities, both in 
the U.S. and abroad. We are so grate-
ful to have landed in the wonderful 
community of Cleveland Heights, 
with all of its richness, diversity, con-
venience and complexity.
 Our family has been enriched by 
our use of the public schools, where 
we’ve encountered a community of 
interesting citizens contributing 
good to our society. By serving as 
good neighbors and using the public 
schools, we are investing in the future 
viability of this community.
 Because we experience the pub-
lic schools every day, we see the 
real, tangible work occurring within 
them, and we see beyond the state’s 
very narrow definition of quality and 
success. We see all kinds of children 
learning and growing together. We’ve 
witnessed progress in many areas in 
recent years, and we advocate and 
work together for further improve-
ments.
 We also see that, in just two years, 
our new superintendent has listened 
to the community both within and 
outside the schools. She has enacted 
many important measures that will al-
low for continued improvements. She 
is striving for greater transparency, 
scrutinizing programs and spend-
ing, working to expand preschool 
opportunities for those in need, and 
working to more effectively address 
issues of equity.
 None of the fine institutions 
that my husband and I have gradu-
ated from or worked for could have 
excelled if they’d been poorly funded 
and under-resourced. Like many citi-
zens, I, too, would like to see a change 
in Ohio’s unconstitutional approach 
to funding schools, which forces us to 
depend upon periodic school levies 
just to keep up with inflation. I will 
continue my advocacy for change at 
the state level and invite others to do 
the same.
 I know that increasing taxes 
pose a challenge for my [family] and 
other[s]. However, I also recognize 
there is a very real cost to not sup-
porting one of the most important 
institutions in our community. Steep 
cuts in resources will impair our dis-
trict’s ability to implement continued 
improvements.
 For all of the reasons stated 
above, I’ll vote for Issue 109 and I 
urge others to do the same.

Joan Spoerl is an early childhood consul-
tant, with more than 13 years of combined 
experience teaching kindergarten, Head 
Start, preschool and college, and is a proud 
resident of Cleveland Heights.

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine
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YOU THINK 
YOU KNOW US, 
BUT YOU DON’T

Child 

Care 

available 

Contact Mary Beth: (440) 655-5394    marybethmccnn@gmail.com
9 weekly classes to choose from

Susie Kaeser 

The election is upon us. No one 
has expressed the importance of 
the vote better than Martin Luther 
King Jr. did in his “Give Us the Bal-
lot” speech of 1957. “So long as I do 
not firmly and irrevocably possess 
the right to vote,” he said, “I do not 
possess myself. I cannot make up 
my mind—it is made up for me. I 
cannot live as a democratic citizen, 
observing the laws I have helped 
to enact—I can only submit to the 
edict of others.”
 Nearly 60 years later, author 
and political analyst Donna Brazile 
observed, “For Dr. King, the right 
to vote was sacrosanct and founda-
tional. It is the very essence of our 
social contract. Free elections create 
legitimacy. They imply the consent 
of the governed. He knew that un-
fair elections laws did not just hurt 
minorities or the working poor, they 
rendered hollow the very essence of 
American government.”
 As neighbors, volunteers, work-
ers, taxpayers and, yes, voters, each 
of us helps shape our community 
and workplace, civic life and public 
institutions, and our democracy. 
The vote is essential to the com-
mon good and to our responsibility 
as citizens, so, during this fractious 
political season, in an era of a 
resurgence of voter suppression, 
I decided to volunteer to register 
voters. It was something I could do 
to make the election more inclusive 
and democracy more complete.
 Voting rules are not widely 
known, and a recent purge of vot-
ers by Ohio Secretary of State Jon 
Husted meant that many people 
could be unwittingly excluded from 
voting. My favorite destinations for 
prospecting for voters were dismiss-
al time at elementary schools and at 
the Heights homecoming game.
 It was a great experience. I was 
glad to find that most people I spoke 
with were registered. On a few occa-
sions, I had the thrill of signing up 
a first-time voter. For them it was 
a critical transitional moment to 
full citizenship. Most of the people 
I registered were updating their 
registration after a move. Again, I 
felt like I was doing a real service, 
because not everyone knows their 
vote is tied to the address where 
they reside or what to do if they 
move.
 The best part of looking for 

tHe COMMON 
GOOD

voters to register was the chance 
to talk to strangers. While I am 
uncomfortable talking politics with 
people I don’t know, it was easy 
to talk about voting. People were 
proud of being registered, invested 
in this civic responsibility and aware 
that the right to vote was something 
to cherish. They thanked me for 
caring and for wanting to get fellow 
citizens into the pipeline for voting. 
We connected as participants in our 
democracy.
 Registration for the Nov. 8 elec-
tion ended on Oct. 11. Voting has 
begun.
 Speaking at the White House in 
early October, Congressman John 
Lewis, another civil rights giant 
and my hero, urged young people 
to take the next step and vote. “I 
gave a little blood on the bridge,” 
he said, “but some people gave their 
lives. The vote is precious. It is the 
most powerful nonviolent tool we 
have in a democratic society, and 
we must use it. And so you must 
go out all across America and tell 
young people, and people not so 
young, tell all of us: ‘Vote. The vote 
is powerful.’ ”
 There are three ways to vote. 
Early in-person voting started in 
Ohio on Oct. 12. Cuyahoga County 
residents can go to the Board of 
Elections at 2925 Euclid Ave. to vote 
on weekdays, and on the weekend 
of  Nov. 5–6. No voter identification 
is required.
 Another option is to vote by 
absentee ballot. You must obtain an 
absentee ballot from the Board of 
Elections at least three days prior 
to the election. If you request an 
absentee ballot, you must use that 
ballot to vote. Absentee ballots 
must be post marked by Nov. 7 
or hand-delivered to the Board of 
Elections by Nov. 8. Do not take 
them to your polling place. Again, 
no voter identification is required.
 The third option is to vote in 
person on Nov. 8. The polls will be 
open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. A 
photo ID, utility bill or other legal 
document that shows your name 
and voting address will be required.
 Visit the Board of Elections at 
www.boe.cuyahogacounty.us for ques-
tions about your registration, voting 
location, or voting hours.
 Whatever method you use, be 
an active creator of our democracy. 
Vote!

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and former director 
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the 
national board of Parents for Public 
Schools.

Participate in democracy: Vote! schools’ commitment,” he said.
 Geneva decried Ohio’s system for 
funding public education, stating she 
had been working since the 1980s to 
bring about changes to the system, 
which, despite being declared uncon-
stitutional several years ago, remains 
in place. The levy is needed now, she 
said, so that district finances can stay 
even in the face of declining revenue 
from property taxes, the schools’ 
main source of funding. Geneva made 
note of the $5 million in spending cuts 
in response to the failure of the May 
2015 levy, and criticized the Citizens 
Leadership PAC for “calculatingly 
miscalculating” and cherry-picking 
the numbers it uses to argue that 
the school district does not make 
efficient use of its funding.
 Hunt added that 2011 revenues 
are insufficient to cover 2016 expen-
ditures and urged audience members 
to keep children—“the most vulner-
able among us”—in mind when going 
to the polls. She related the positive 
experiences of her sons in the CH-
UH schools.
 Drake then spoke against the 
levy, stating that the school district 
had not presented enough informa-
tion to justify another tax increase. 
He complained of the district’s lack 
of transparency and accountability, 
and stated that school board mem-
bers lack backgrounds in finance, re-
sulting in their treating school funds 
as an “open checkbook.”
 He presented figures as evidence of 
the schools’ mismanagement of funds 
and noted that, at the current rate of 
spending, the district would need an-
other levy as soon as 2020. Drake also 

pointed out the long-term decline of en-
rollment in the public school system—a 
13.5 percent contraction since 2006.
 Drake cited an increase in the 
number of teachers in the district, 
which he said did not make sense in 
light of the declining enrollment, but 
gave the system credit for its efforts 
to improve the district’s underper-
forming schools. During the rebuttal 
period that followed, Geneva said the 
schools could not automatically cut 
teachers in response to enrollment 
drops. “We are talking about teach-
ing, not making widgets,” she said.
 Panelists argued about whether 
the state’s system for funding charter 
schools penalized the public schools 
and, in response to an audience ques-
tion about how the system measures 
success in regard to the state ratings, 
Register said, “If teachers had the 
opportunity to teach, students could 
do better. Having to ‘teach to the test’ 
makes teaching more difficult.” Hunt 
stated that the best way to measure 
success is to observe whether stu-
dents are well-rounded, happy, and 
prepared for college and citizenship.
 Drake closed by saying he agreed 
that “we’ll pay later if we don’t educate 
today,” but went on to ask if, as tax-
payers, we could afford this levy. Art, 
music and sports are important, he 
stated, but not as important as being 
able to read, write and think critically.
 Additional information can be 
found at www.chuhyes.com and chuh-
wepaymore.weebly.com.

Vince Reddy is a FutureHeights board 
member and a 20-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights.

noble continued from page 1

Neff Landscaping & Snowplowing

39 
years

Dependable Service 
in the Heights Area
Small Jeeps used in 
narrow driveways
Block discounts available

(440) 449-3050
Early Bird Coupons at:
nefflandscaping.com
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Come see how your child can benefit from an immersive, 
personalized education — we’d love to show you around!

Co-ed Early Childhood and Infant & Toddler Center
Girls Kindergarten – Grade 4

FAMILY OPEN HOUSES
November 5 -or- January 21    10 – 11:30 a.m.

To RSVP or to schedule a personal tour, call us at 216.320.8767.

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

For 101 years, the City of Cleveland 
Heights has purchased water from 
the City of Cleveland and marked 
it up for resale to its residents and 
businesses. Most University Heights 
residents and businesses—with the 
exception of 700 UH households, 
which are part of the Cleveland 
Heights water distribution sys-
tem—have paid Cleveland directly, 
without their city serving as middle-
man.
 As of Jan. 1, 2017, Cleveland 
Heights will join 67 other direct 
service communities in Northeast 
Ohio, and the city will be out of the 
water business. Water bills, which 
have climbed over the past year to 
cover the Cleveland Heights Water 
Department’s growing deficit, will 
actually drop slightly. Rates will fall 
more sharply when the deficit is 
retired after seven years.
 Things might have gone very 
differently had the community not 
come together to send a large corpo-
ration packing and keep an essential 
utility in public hands. We are just 
two of many who gave their time to 
this fight.
 The story began 17 months 
ago, on May 21, 2015, when the city 
announced a plan to lease its water 
system for 20 years to Aqua Ohio. 
A public forum was scheduled for 
May 26, to enable residents to learn 
about the proposed “public-private 
partnership.” On June 1, CH council 
members would vote on whether 
to begin negotiations, which Aqua 
Ohio stipulated must be completed 
in three months.
 Online research acquainted 
us with the folks who wanted to 
control our access to water. Aqua 
Ohio’s parent company, we learned, 
is the $3.76 billion corporation 
Aqua America. Its subsidiaries have 
records of poor water quality, inad-
equate service, frequent rate hikes 
and a propensity to sue communi-
ties that seek to recover control of 
their water.
 Our city manager, mayor and 
council members were trying to 
solve the increasingly urgent prob-
lem of a water fund deficit that orig-
inated before most of them came 
into office, and we sympathized. 
Still, we feared they were about 
to make a decision that was not in 
the community’s best interest, and 
that would have serious long-term 
consequences.
 We contacted everyone we 
could. When we arrived on May 
26, the meeting room was rapidly 
filling, and staffers were bringing 
in more chairs. To our surprise, 

HeiGHtS OF 
DeMOCRaCy

we counted 230 in attendance; we 
passed around clipboards to collect 
contact information.
 As the official presentations 
proceeded, the crowd grew restive. 
Once the floor opened to com-
ments, dozens of people lined up 
behind the mic and, for more than 
two hours, expressed doubts, con-
cerns and anger. Not one person 
spoke in support of the Aqua Ohio 
proposal, nor for any arrangement 
with any for-profit entity.
 The next day, city council an-
nounced that it would table the vote 
on Aqua Ohio. But the problem of 
our water utility and its deficit re-
mained.
 We continued to move ahead. 
A few residents met regularly to 
strategize. Susan Miller set up a 
Facebook page: Cleveland Heights 
Citizens for Safe, Affordable Water. 
University Heights resident and 
lawyer Justin Gould joined us. Joyce 
Brabner created “Public Water – 
Yes!” stickers for supporters to wear. 
Our goal: Keep our water in public 
hands by joining the regional water 
system owned and managed by the 
City of Cleveland.
 One member of city council, 
Jason Stein, had been advocating 
this course for a couple of years. As 
far as we knew, the rest were either 
skeptical or opposed.
 Over the next three months, nu-
merous concerned residents spoke 
at council meetings and wrote to 
city officials. Susan Miller and John 
Clark created a spreadsheet compar-
ing water rates that residents would 
pay under various options. Alison 
Auciello of Food and Water Watch, 
a national advocacy organization, 
provided background materials and 
advice.
 On Sept. 21, 2015, by unanimous 
vote, Cleveland Heights City Coun-
cil authorized City Manager Tanisha 
Briley to negotiate an agreement 
with the Cleveland Water Division. 
This has been accomplished and, 
as of Jan. 1, Cleveland Heights resi-
dents will receive direct service from 
the Cleveland Water Department. 
By the time this column sees print, 
Cleveland Water officials will have 
held public meetings for Heights 
residents to learn more about the 
transition.
 Democracy is messy, inconve-
nient, time-consuming and often un-
satisfying. But the purpose of public 
bodies is to serve human needs, and 
on that basis we can hold them ac-
countable. In Cleveland Heights, 
in 2015, when we joined together 
and spoke up, our elected officials 
listened.

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and 
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident. 
Deborah Van Kleef is a musician and 
writer, who grew up in Cleveland 
Heights, and has lived here as an adult 
for over 30 years. Contact them at 
heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

Public Water–Yes!
Sunny paTel continued from page 1

initial $10,000 goal. By press time, more 
than 1,000 people had contributed more 
than $37,000.
 Setzer posted an update to the cam-
paign page on Oct. 20, stating that, ac-
cording to Sunny’s aunt, Binta, the family 
liaison for the campaign, “In a beautiful 
act of selflessness, they have chosen to 
donate the funds to several organizations 
that were close to Sunny’s heart. As she 
said, it is what he would have done with 
the money. It just goes to show what an 
amazing young man he was.”
 Thousands attended Patel’s funeral 
on Oct. 17 at the Busch Funeral Home in 
Parma. 
 Community members and friends at-
tended a prayer vigil for Sunny Ravi Patel 
and his family at the top of the Cain Park 
sledding hill on South Taylor Road on 
Oct. 23. Local community-building non-
profit FutureHeights and clergy members 
of the Heights Interfaith Network orga-
nized the vigil, which began with Mayor 
Cheryl Stephens and other members of 
Cleveland Heights City Council walking 
with the family from the Mr. Hero restau-
rant to Cain Park. Family members wore 
the wine and gold T-shirts that Sunny 
Patel’s friends had designed.
 Reverend Donald King of Hope 
Lutheran Church, along with other clergy 
representing the diverse faith traditions 
present in the Heights community, 
led the crowd of about 200 people in 
a series of readings and songs. Mayor 
Stephens spoke, and State Rep. Janine 
Boyd presented the family with an of-
ficial statement of condolences from the 
State of Ohio. Binta Patel then read a 

statement on behalf of the family, thank-
ing the community for its support, the 
Cleveland Heights Police Department 
for apprehending the suspect, and the 
medical personnel for caring for Sunny 
during his last hours.
 To conclude the ceremony, Reverend 
Joe Cherry of the Unitarian Universal-
ist Society led the crowd in an “Ohm” 
ritual, at the conclusion of which each 
participant placed a glass bead in a vase 
to symbolize their hopes and prayers for 
the family.
 See photos of the vigil at www.height-
sobserver.org/photoblogs/deanna-bremer-
fisher/prayer-vigil-for-sunny-ravi-patel and 
learn more about the campaign at www.
gofundme.com/sunny-patel-family-fund-
2unxcbwr.
 On Ocr. 16, Cleveland Heights 
police arrested Daveion Perry, 20, of 
Cleveland Heights. He was indicted on 
charges related to Patel’s murder, and 
the subsequent armed robbery of the 
University Heights Subway restaurant and 
attempted robbery of the Dollar General 
in Cleveland Heights. On Oct. 26, Perry 
pled guilty to aggravated murder, five 
counts of aggravated robbery, four counts 
of kidnapping, two counts of felonious 
assaiult, breaking and entering, obstuct-
ing official business and tampering with 
evidence. On Oct. 28, the court sentenced  
him to life without parole.

Shari DeCarlo is a parent mentor for the 
Mayfield Heights City School District. Erin 
Setzer is a member of the CH community and 
the parent of two young boys. Deanna Bremer 
Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights 
and publisher of the Heights Observer.
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SEPTEmBER 19, 2016

Municipal land bank
Council approved adoption of Chapter 
5722 of the Ohio Revised Code regarding 
reutilization of “nonproductive” land in the 
city. Council members mark Wiseman and 
Pamela Cameron voted “no.” This authorizes 
the city to develop a municipal land bank, 
which can take over, hold and sell foreclosed 
property instead of leaving it with the county 
land bank. It enables the city to keep better 
control of development, the properties can be 
obtained without a public bidding process, 
and the city is protected from liability. Oth-
erwise, the city must depend on the county 
to manage the options for each property. 
While the county usually wants to refurbish 
foreclosed homes in good condition, less 
desirable properties are often allowed to 
languish.
 Councilman Wiseman requested a writ-
ten protocol stating the steps to be followed 
in determining which homes to bring into the 
city’s land bank, and how to decide the use 
of those properties. mayor Infeld felt that 
protocols are already contained within the 
city’s existing ordinances. Luke mcConville, 
law director, noted that each situation is 
unique and a fixed process can’t be applied 
to all situations. Councilwoman Cameron 
was concerned that the city’s administration 
seemed to be moving into the real estate busi-
ness and [cited] possible conflicts of interest. 
Because the cost of each property will almost 
certainly exceed the mayor’s spending limit 
and thus require a council vote, Councilman 
John Rach, [said he] felt the ordinance em-
powered council.

Employee compensations
Council approved, on emergency, an ordi-
nance to update the annual compensation 
rates of specified employees. This increases 
the pay ranges for specified director posi-
tions, and is proposed because of the recent 
departure of Eric Tuck-macalla, former 
building commissioner, to another city that 
could offer him a higher rate of pay. He was 
already near the top of the city’s pay band, 
and convening council in time to change the 
pay band would not have been possible.
 Council members Wiseman and Cam-
eron voted “no,” preferring [to call] an emer-
gency council meeting if necessary. mayor 
Infeld noted that there is frequent movement 
between cities now, almost always for higher 
rates of pay. Councilwoman michele Weiss 
expressed concern that pay bands were 
discussed just six months ago, and asked the 
mayor for the source of the proposed rates. 
mayor Infeld said that she has researched 
neighboring cities, and noted that mayors do 
talk to each other. She assured Councilman 
Steven Sims that she does not plan to raise 
everyone’s pay with the new rates, but wants 
the flexibility, if needed, to negotiate. She also 
explained that she needed the legislation 
now because she is currently interviewing 
candidates for the housing position and 
needs to know what she can offer.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

OCTOBER 5, 2016

Credit card payments to the city
Council approved a contract with govern-
ment Payment Service (gPS), Inc. to provide 
credit card payment options for the city. 
motorists receiving a traffic ticket now have 
the option of paying the fine online. Larry 
Heiser, finance director, explained the con-
tract. He chose gPS because it includes a 
convenience fee with each ticket, meaning 
the city does not lose money in fees, and 
is secure (the payment icon takes the user 
directly to the gPS website). The service will 
only be used by the police department, but 
can be expanded to pay for garbage fees.

Tree maintenance and planting
Council authorized a contract for the 2016–17 
fall tree pruning and removal program. Jeffrey 
Pokorny, service director, reported one bid 
from VanCuren Tree Service for $32,567, 
which he recommended. Council authorized 
a contract for the 2016–17 fall tree planting 
program. Pokorny reported that, after working 
with four bidders, he recommended approval 
of the greenleaf group’s bid of $80,483. He 
said it provided the best service and included 
the species of trees the city had requested. 
Other bidders wanted to use substitutes.

County health services
Council authorized a contract with the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health for 
health services in an amount not to exceed 
$55,781. mayor Infeld reported that the 
contract was required because the city lacks 
its own health department. Vice mayor Su-
san Pardee questioned whether University 
Heights was receiving the best services it 
could. The mayor suggested having someone 
from the county health department give a 
presentation about the program and answer 
questions. Councilwoman Weiss asked if the 
city could publicize the services the county 
board of health offers, and Councilman Sims 
suggested that the board of health offer a 
presentation to the community on opiate 
abuse. mayor Infeld was enthusiastic about 
both suggestions, and suggested moving 
forward with these ideas in a future meeting.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are 
abstracted from LWV observers’ written 
reports. The summaries have been ed-
ited and prepared by Anne mcFarland, 
Charlene morse and maryann Barnes. 
To receive e-mail postings of full reports, 
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or join through google groups using 
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a search 
phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistri-
bution of these reports.

I earned my 
first degree 
from Tri-C®

14-4286

Metropolitan Campus 
29000 Community College Ave. | Cleveland, OH 44115

tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

Stephanie Bayne saved thousands of dollars by starting 
her college career at Tri-C. 

Stephanie chose Cuyahoga Community 
College (Tri-C) for its convenience 
and affordable tuition. Her credits 
transferred seamlessly to Kent State 

University, where she began as a junior. 
Tri-C has allowed Stephanie to save 
money on the way to completing her 
bachelor’s degree in four years.  

Where futures beginSM

Are you a high school student who wants to earn college credit before you graduate? 
Are you ready to start your college career? Tri-C is the smart choice for earning 
your first degree. 

Bring in this ad 

for $1 off  

at any  

Heights Library 

Book Sale  

MEGA BOOK SALE 
Lee Road Library 

November 11,12,13 
During Regular Library Hours 

Members Only* Special Preview Night  
Thursday, November 10th, 5:00 -8:45pm 

*memberships available at the door for $10! 
Sunday Clearance Sale ~ Fill-A-Bag for $4 

Huge Selection of New Offerings   
 Books, CDs & Audio Books - $1 
 Small Paperbacks - 10/$1 
 Children’s & Teen Books - 2/$1 
 Sets & “Specials” as marked 

 friends@heightslibrary.org 
216-932-3600 x1234 

 

FREE 

ADMISSION 

 

2537 Lee Road  w  Cleveland Hts., OH 44118 
216-321-8880  w  www.chsaviour.org 

• Food 
• Live music 
• Silent auction 
• Activities for children 

Bring mittens and scarves to decorate 
the mitten tree. 

Holiday shopping featuring 
10,000 Villages and other 
fair-trade vendors! 

All proceeds benefit 
local and global missions. 
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QUINTANA’ S
b a r b e r  &  d r e a m  s p a

216.421.8380
barbershop  (south bldg) 2200 south taylor rd

spa  (north bldg) 2190 south taylor rd

Spa and 

Barbershop 

Gift Certificates  

December 5-10

SALE

10% 
offoffering complimentary express mini facial peels, 

paraffin treatments, & chair massages

  this day only receive 20% off your retail purchases 

Join Us...
 Monday December 5, 2016  
 5pm-8pm

door prizes 

complimentary 
services 

Speakeasy  
open to all til 1 am

Join Us...
 Monday December 5, 2016 
 5pm-8pm

Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, OH
www.ruffingmontessori.net 

Why Montessori?
Learn how a Ruffing Montessori 
education helps prepare your child 
for success!

Fall Open House: 2-4 pm
Sunday, November 6, 2016 
Contact our Admissions Office at 
216-321-7571 or info@ruffingmontessori.net.
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do you like the     Heights Observer?
 
Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project. 

All proceeds are returned to the community  
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain  
the Observer and other important projects.

donate now by joining FutureHeights  
at bit.ly/observer-backer

SEPTEmBER 19, 2016

Public comments
Candidate forum: Blanche Valancy, of the 
League of Women Voters of greater Cleve-
land, invited residents to the Eastside Can-
didates Forum which took place on Sept. 
22, at Charles F. Brush High School [in 
Lyndhurst]. [Video of the forum is available 
at http://bit.ly/lwvgc-2016-eastside-forum.]
 High school sports seating: Resident 
gerard Parisi questioned the policy of 
denying seating on the home side of the 
high school stadium during sporting events 
to those who enter through the visitors gate. 
Althea Cheatham spoke in support of Parisi.

Zoning variance
By a vote of four to three, council denied 
a variance requested by Lana Radl and 
mithan Rajan, 3500 Fenley Road, to permit 
use of part of their house to create a chicken 
coop rather than construct a separate 
structure. Council members Carol Roe, 
Jason Stein and melissa yasinow voted 
in favor; Council members mary Dunbar, 
Kahlil Seren, Cheryl Stephens and michael 
Ungar were opposed.

Nuisance properties
Council declared four vacant properties to 
be nuisances and authorized abatement:
• 950 Nelaview Road
• 1610 South Taylor Road
• 1617 Eddington Road
• 3380 Beechwood Ave.

Fact-finding reports
Council approved two ordinances, accept-
ing fact-finding recommendations related to 
pending collective bargaining agreements 
for two of the city’s unions: the Fraternal 
Order of Police/Ohio Labor Council (police 
dispatchers), and the Ohio Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association (patrol officers and 
rank officers, including sergeants, lieuten-
ants and captains).

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 9.

OCTOBER 5, 2016

Public comments
Rehabbing abandoned properties: Resident 
Susan miller drew attention to an online 
report, Rehab Impacts in greater Cleveland 
2009–15 (www.rehabimpact.com), that 
shows positive results, including a decline 
in mortgage foreclosure rates, when proper-
ties are rehabbed rather than demolished.
 School levy information session: Resi-
dent Susan Sanders, representing noble 
neighbors, noted that CH-UH City School 
District officials and supporters, as well as 
Citizen’s Leadership PAC representatives, 
will be discussing Issue 109, the [proposed] 
school levy that will be on the november 
ballot, on Oct. 11, at noble Road Presby-
terian Church, 2780 noble Road. Informa-
tion is available at www.nobleneighbors.
com.

County demolition program
Council authorized the city’s participation 
in Cuyahoga County’s demolition program, 
which was established to eliminate vacant, 
abandoned, and nuisance or blighted 
properties in the county, through a coop-
erative agreement that will enable the city 
to receive a $347,000 reimbursement for 
the costs of demolition and other approved 
expenses.

Wage and salary ordinance
Council approved an ordinance that incor-
porates new terms agreed to by the city and 
the northern Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association and the International Associa-
tion of Fire Fighters. The agreement covers 
the period from April 1, 2015 through 
march 31, 2018.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Joining communities throughout the nation, 
council proclaimed October 2016 as na-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness month and 
designated Oct. 13 as metastatic Breast 
Cancer Awareness Day, and Oct. 21 as 
national mammography Day.

Domestic Violence Awareness
Month
Council designated October 2016 as Do-
mestic Violence Awareness month.

Auditing services
Council authorized extension of an agree-
ment with James g. Zupka CPA Inc. for audit 
services for the four fiscal years ending Dec. 
31, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. For these 
services, the company will receive the total 
sum of $143,000 for the four-year period 
(2016: $35,360; 2017: $35,360; 2018: 
$35,880; 2019: $36,400).

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Free	  books	  mailed	  	  
to	  your	  young	  child!	  

If	  your	  child	  is	  	  
4	  years	  old	  or	  younger	  

And	  lives	  in	  	  
44106,	  44120,	  CH-‐UH,	  

East	  Cleveland	  or	  Shaker,	  visit	  

heightsfamily.org	  
for	  registra6on	  informa6on	  
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FutureHeights Mini-Grants Program awards five Cleveland Heights projects
Sruti Basu

FutureHeights awarded the third 
round of its Neighborhood Mini-
Grants Program this fall, approv-
ing $2,840 in grants to support 
five projects in Cleveland Heights. 
Grants are intended to spur small, 
grassroots projects to improve 
quality of life and build commu-
nity. 
 The fall 2016 grantees are:
•  Forest Hills Homeowners Asso-

ciation, $250 for its Forest Hills 
Historical Signage Beautification 
Program.  

•  Oxford Community Garden, 
$480 for its Garden Shed Repair 
project.

•  Fairfax Community Garden, 
$500 for its Community Garden 
Upgrade project. 

•  Urban Oak School, $610 for its 
Cleveland Heights P.E.A.C.E 
Park Garden project.   

•  The Welcome Hub, $1,000 for its 
Driver’s Education Scholarships 
for Refugees project.   

 Do you have a great idea to 
improve your CH neighborhood? 
FutureHeights invites you to ap-
ply for a grant. Attend a workshop 
to learn more about how to apply, 
and get tips about completing the 
application and process. The next 
application deadline is Wednesday, 
March 15, at 5 p.m. Workshop dates 
will be announced in January 2017.

Proud to be supported by:

3.25”

9.50”

For tickets or more information call 216-397-3871 or visit www.HeightsAlumni.org

The Mendes Family

Join alumni, friends and partygoers at The Wine Spot for cheese and 

crackers plus desserts from The Stone Oven and Luna Bakery.  

Proceeds from the event fund scholarships, grants and the operations of the 

Cleveland Heights High School Alumni Foundation.

16th Annual Cleveland Heights High School  
Alumni Foundation Cocktail Party

Thursday, November 10 - 7 to 10 p.m.  
The Wine Spot | 2271 Lee Road
$20 in advance - $30 at the door 
Valet Parking / Cash Bar

Signature Office Works

Squires $500
Renhill $250
BG $250
Techne $250
Library $250/500

Mayfield Lee Business District is attracting shops and services
James Henke

Over the past year or so, several 
new stores have opened near the 
intersection of Mayfield Road and 
Lee Road in Cleveland Heights. 
Though that area along the south 
side of Mayfield Road has never 
been a major commercial district in 
the city, it may be turning into one. 
Among the businesses are clothing 
stores, hair salons, barber shops and 
manicurists.
 Coco Merci, which opened 
in January 2016, is located at 1623 
Lee Road. The store carries both 
men’s and women’s clothing. “We 
pretty much carry upscale items, 
for a party or a special event,” said 
Thomas Von Bolden, who runs the 
store, which is owned by his sister, 
Tamia Bolden, a medical consul-
tant.
 “We really want people to get 
a different perspective on clothing, 
and we have clothing so that people 
can get a different kind of view,” 
Von Bolden said. “We know how 
to make sure that our customers’ 
attire is different and bold, and we 
really want them to embrace the 
modernity of evolving fashion.”
 Barcode Beautique, at 1645 
Lee Road, opened in July 2015, and 
offers clothing for women, in sizes 
small to 3X. “We are really for work-
ing women,” said Tia Thomas, who 
owns the store. “We have clothes 

thomas Von Bolden inside Coco Merci. 

they can wear to work and then 
wear out afterward.” Barcode also 
carries gowns for special events; 
accessories, including purses and 
jewelry; and support garments, such 
as specialty bras. The store also pro-
vides alterations for its customers.
 “Our first year has been abun-
dantly successful,” Thomas said. 
“We have connected with other 
like-minded business owners in 
this area, and we have built great 
relations with our customers.”
 Thomas believes the area is 
starting to boom. “It’s really a 
one-stop shopping area,” she said. 
“You can come to this area and get 
clothes, shoes and accessories, and 
you can get your hair dyed, cut and 

braided, and you can get your nails 
done. It’s really a story of small 
business owners taking a risk, and 
it’s paying off.”
 The Upscale Fitness Boutique, 
at 3102 Mayfield Road, sells high-
end fitness clothing. 
 Nearby, at 3104 Mayfield Road, 
is Blanc Boutique, which carries 
chic women’s apparel, jewelry, 
candles, cosmetics, bath and body 
products, as well as other items. It 
opened in January 2013.
 In addition to the retail stores, 
Naturally Gifted Fitness center is 
also in this area, at 1635 Lee Road. 
It has been there since March 2013, 
and it is now considering an expan-
sion. 

 The space at the corner of 
Mayfield and Lee roads, formerly 
occupied by Greenwald Antiques, 
remains empty. The antique shop 
had been located there for more 
than 50 years, until 2012, when the 
owners decided to open a store 
in Woodmere Village, and then 
another in Beachwood, and close 
their Cleveland Heights location.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, was a writer and editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also 
the author of several books, including 
biographies of Jim Morrison, John Len-
non and Bob Marley. He is on the board 
of FutureHeights, and is co-chair of the 
Heights Observer Advisory Committee.

tia thomas, owner of Barcode Beautique.

 The Neighborhood Mini-
Grants Program is a component 
of FutureHeights Community 
Capacity-Building Program that 
awards small grants of up to $1,000 
to fund citizen-led neighborhood 
projects, events and activities that 
benefit Cleveland Heights.
 Through grants ,  Future-
Heights seeks to build community 
with increased resilience through 
grassroots resident participation 
in civic life. In so doing, Cleveland 
Heights becomes better equipped 
to address challenges in the physi-

cal and social environment, draw-
ing and activating the assets of 
residents, nonprofit organizations, 
public resources and departments 
and other stakeholders.
 The FutureHeights Neigh-
borhood Mini-Grants Program is 
guided by a grant-making commit-
tee comprised of seven Cleveland 
Heights residents with a history 
of community involvement. The 
committee reviews and makes all 
grant decisions. For more infor-
mation, contact FutureHeights at 
sbasu@futureheights.org or 216-
320-1423.

Sruti Basu is the director of communi-
ty-building programs at FutureHeights.
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Ellen Bartz

The Cleveland Heights Chapter 
Q of P.E.O. International will host 
an intimate afternoon with author 
D.M. Pulley on Saturday, Nov. 5, 2 
p.m., at Forest Hill Presbyterian 
Church, 3031 Monticello Blvd. in 
Cleveland Heights. Proceeds will 
benefit P.E.O. International Proj-
ects for Women’s Education.
 The afternoon will include 
a book reading, a Q–and–A ses-
sion, and book signing by Pulley, 
the 2014 winner of Amazon’s 
Breakthrough Novel award for her 
debut novel, The Dead Key. Her 
latest novel, The Buried Book, was 
published in August. She lives in 
Greater Cleveland with her hus-
band and two sons, and writes in 
the mystery/thriller genre. 
 This is the fifth annual author 
event hosted by Chapter Q, a phil-
anthropic educational organiza-
tion. The event showcases popular 
Greater Cleveland authors, pro-
motes literacy and raises money to 
educate women. 
 Books will be available for 
purchase at the event through A 
Cultural Exchange, a local non-
profit that promotes multicultural 
educational programs. A dessert 
reception will immediately follow. 
To purchase tickets ($15), contact 
Jan Hornack at 440-442-5631 or 
jkhornack@gmail.com. For more 
information, visit www.Facebook/
PEOChapterQOhio.

Ellen Bartz is a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent and current president of Chapter 
Q of P.E.O. International. 

Rebecca’s Gift helps grieving families
Shari Nacson

“We did it!” said Kat Meyer, of Rebec-
ca’s Gift. The Cleveland Heights-based 
nonprofit, founded in 2015, has already 
provided meaningful help to local griev-
ing families. And it feels really good.  
 Meyer and a dear friend, Karla 
Winnan, started Rebecca’s Gift to 
honor the loss of Meyer’s six-year-old 
daughter, who died from brain cancer 
in June 2014. Over the months that 
followed Rebecca’s death, Kat and 
her husband, Eric, wrestled to manage 
grief and day-to-day living, while also 
rediscovering their other two children.
 Young siblings of a terminally ill 
child may never have experienced their 
parents without the preoccupations of 
illness; explained Mayer, “They never 
had their mom’s full focus.” 
 It was hard for the Meyers to go 
on their first family vacation without 
Rebecca; the longing for her was 
strong. The togetherness with their 
surviving children was essential—for 
parents and for each child. To be 
together, to have permission to have 
fun, to do new things, to indulge in 
treats—these are rites of passage that 
every grieving family needs. Thus 
was born Rebecca’s Gift, a nonprofit 
that sends grieving families on their 
first vacation following the death of 
a child. 
 There are many generous orga-
nizations that provide for terminally 

the simple pleasure of getaway moments like this, with son, Joshua, are what inspired Kat Meyer 
to create Rebecca’s Gift.
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ill children and their families. After a 
child’s death, a lot of that help goes 
away. The goal of Rebecca’s Gift is to 
buoy the family through that transi-
tion by bringing focus to grieving 
siblings, who notice the evaporation 
of support during an intensely painful 
era. 
 Meyer designed the organization 
so it can cover all vacation expenses for 
the grieving family. This includes ad-
mission tickets, transportation, meals, 
and spending money for souvenirs. “I 
wanted it to be as all-inclusive as pos-
sible,” said Meyer. “I wanted parents 
to not have to say ‘no’ due to money.”
 Raising money through charitable 

We treat your yard like family

Full Residential 
Tree Services

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com

Free Estimates
440-463-7379

Careful • Knowledgeable • Neat • Professional

• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
•  Deep Root  

Fertilization
•  24-Hour Tree 

Service
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

events, and building relationships with 
generous venues [known] for family 
fun, Rebecca’s Gift has come out of 
the gate successfully. This past summer, 
two local families were sent on unique 
driving-distance trips: a Pittsburgh 
getaway, and family fun at Cedar Point 
and Kalahari. The families choose the 
destinations, based on what Rebecca’s 
Gift can afford. As funds increase, 
the organization plans to increase the 
number of families sponsored, and the 
variety of destinations.
 Family time together is meaning-
ful. Despite “a long road of surgeries, 
radiation, chemotherapy, tears, laugh-
ter, and a lot of stress,” Jillian’s family 
went on many family trips to lift her 
spirits. When it became clear that 
Jillian would not survive her illness, 
each family member broke “into tiny 
pieces of hurt and sadness.” 
 Said Jillian’s mother, “We all 
handle it in different ways because of 
age and how each of us lost a slightly 
different person. I lost a daughter, [my 
husband] a step-daughter, and my girls 
a sister.” The opportunity to travel 
together [to Pittsburgh] “was much 
needed for our family. It was emotional 
for this momma who tried her hardest 
to hide the tears of missing Jillian on 
our very first trip without her.”
 Rebecca’s Gift has funds to spon-
sor one more family in 2016, and 
accepts referrals from therapists, hos-
pice centers, or clergy members who 
are actively working with an Ohio 
family that has lost a child due to 
terminal illness in the past six months 
to two years. The family must include 
surviving siblings under the age of 
18. Visit http://rebeccasgift.org/contact/
recommend.shtml to refer a family.
 For more information, find Re-
becca’s Gift on Facebook or at www.
rebeccasgift.org. Upcoming fundraisers 
include an Un-Event during the month 
of November; and Handstands for 
Help at JumpStart Gymnastics (Dec. 
21). Donations of goods and services 
to include in family getaways are also 
welcome.

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S, 
is a freelance editor, child development 
specialist, and nonprofit consultant who 
makes her home in Cleveland Heights. 
Nacson is inspired by kids and adults who 
build connection through kindness.

Nov. 5 author event 
will benefit women

CH Master Plan sur-
vey is open to resi-
dents Nov. 1–20

Karen Knittel 

Following the third public meeting 
for the Cleveland Heights Master 
Plan—to take place on Tuesday, Nov. 
1, at 7 p.m., in the Cleveland Heights 
Community Center at 1 Monticello 
Blvd.—an online survey for residents 
will be made available online, at http://
bit.ly/2du9JOJ.
 The survey, hosted by [Cuyahoga] 
County Planning, will mirror the 
information available at the Nov. 1 
meeting, which will include a short 
presentation, a brief question-and-
answer period, and an opportunity for 
attendees to review proposed actions, 
provide feedback, and set priorities 
for policies and action steps.
 The City of Cleveland Heights 
will post a link to the survey on the 
city’s website following the Nov. 1 
meeting, and the survey will be open 
until Nov. 20. Information about 
the city’s master planning process is 
available at www.clevelandheights.com/
master-plan.

Karen Knittel is a Cleveland Heights city 
planner.
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VOTE FOR
ISSUE 109

Protect Our Kids, Our Schools, & Our Community

Some levy opponents have tried to sway residents with  
inaccurate or misleading numbers. Here are the FACTS: 

FACT: Issue 109 is the 
smallest levy request in more 
than 30 years.1 It’s a no-frills 
levy that will protect crucial 
school programs and services. 

FACT: Heights Schools’ 
spending has decreased 
four years in a row (in real 
dollars) through staff and 
administrator reductions and 
careful cost-cutting measures.2

FACT: The District’s 
graduation rate has gone up 
every year since 2011,3 and 
is now nearly 3 percentage 
points higher than the 
statewide average. 
1  http://www.chuh.org/Issue109Letter.aspx
2  http://www.chuh.org/Downloads/5-year-forecast-May2016.pdf
3  http://reportcard.education.ohio.gov/Pages/School-Report.
aspx?SchoolIRN=015842

FACT: If Issue 109 fails, 
the schools must cut an 
additional $6 million, leading 
to significant teacher 
layoffs, potential cuts to 
special education, gifted 
programs, and arts and music 
education, and likely cuts to 
extracurriculars, including 
athletics.

FACT: To help balance the 
District’s budget over the past 
five years, teacher salaries 
have only risen at half the rate 
of inflation and the average 
CH-UH teacher salary is right 
in line with area districts.4

4  http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2016/06/what_
schools_pay_teachers_the_most_see_rankings_here.html

FACT: Only 7% of CH-UH 
employees are administrators, 
and those are in crucial 
positions like principal, 
security coordinator, or special 
education coordinator.5 
Eliminating them wouldn’t 
save much money but it would 
hurt schools and students. 

FACT: On average, most 
Ohio school districts must ask 
for a new operating levy every  
3 or 4 years. Heights Schools 
haven’t passed a new operating 
levy since 2011, which means 
their local funding hasn’t 
increased in five years.6 

5  CH-UH 2015 Consolidated Annual Financial Report
6  http://www.chuh.org/Downloads/5-year-forecast-May2016.pdf

 

We can’t wait until next time. 
Tuesday, Nov. 8th 

Vote For ISSUE 109
CHUHYes.com

Paid for by Citizens for Our Heights Schools, Abby Botnick, Treasurer, 2500, Eaton Rd., University Heights, OH 44118
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COMMUNity NeWS

 
 

SKY-HIGH ADMINISTRATIVE SALARIES 
 

The average CH-UH ADMINISTRATIVE salary is 

 $105,743! 
 

Now COMPARE that to the average salaries at 
 HIGH-PERFORMING, TOP-TIER districts: 

 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 2015 AVERAGE 
ADMIN SALARY 

ACHIEVEMENT 
INDICATORS MET 

CH-UH $105,743 29.4% = F 
Orange $104,193 93.8% = A 
Aurora $102,150 100% = A 
Solon $101,265 100% = A 
Chagrin Falls $101,110 97.0% = A 
Westlake $100,229 100% = A 
Bay Village $99,332 97.0% = A 
Shaker Heights $83,529 85.3% = B 

 

IN ADDITION: 
CH-UH Treasurer Scott Gainer IS THE 

5th highest paid Treasurer 
in the State of Ohio 

(yes, you read that correctly) at: 
$160,914 

CH-UH Publicity Director Angee Shaker WAS THE 
2nd highest paid PR person  

in the State of Ohio 
(seriously, we can’t make this stuff up) at: 

$112,908	  
 

Source:  Ohio Dept. of Education District Profile Report FY 2015 
 Source:  State of Ohio Treasurer’s Transparency Project FY 2015 

Citizens Leadership PAC is a Ballot political action committee. Diane L. Hallum, Treasurer,  
1059 Oxford Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44121. 

HRRC offers repair 
classes for all

Pam Wetherill

“Aren’t your repair classes just for 
women? . . . for Cleveland Heights 
residents? . . . for people with a 
low-enough income?”  Home Re-
pair Resource Center (HRRC) staff 
members hear questions like these 
all the time.
 In fact, the people who take 
HRRC’s home repair classes are 
young and old, rich and poor, men 
and women, total beginners and 
folks with some know-how, the 
physically able and the physically 
challenged. They have one thing in 
common: they want to learn how 
to repair their homes themselves. 
Among those who have taken 
HRRC’s classes are:
•  Mothers and daughters, like Mar-

ian and Kathryn, who learned to 
do plumbing repairs together;

•  New homeowners Priyanka and 
Ryan, who came to learn how to 
maintain their new South Euclid 
house for years to come;

•  Joe, a senior, who’s lived in his 
Shaker Heights home for decades 
but still wants to do his own re-
pairs when possible;

•  Eda, the proud owner of a Rocke-
feller home in East Cleveland, who 
wants to preserve its character;

•  Out-of-towners, including Ma-
rissa from Pennsylvania, who takes 
HRRC’s electrical series because 
there’s nothing like it near her.

 HRRC’s classes are made pos-
sible by Community Development 
Block Grant funds, administered 
by the City of Cleveland Heights; 
donations from countless individu-
als; and class fees from students who 
can afford to pay.
 HRRC’s model is simple: Learn 
what you need. Pay what you can. 
Of its 300 or so students this year, 
nearly 70 percent qualified for 
discounts. Based on income and/or 
residency, discounts range from 25 
to 100 percent.
 HRRC offers practical, acces-
sible, hands-on repair education to 
everyone, without exception. To 
see a list of HRRC classes, and for 
more information on registration 
and discounts, visit www.hrrc-ch.org.

Pam Wetherill is HRRC’s home repair 
education coordinator.

Big Fun hosts book signing for Heights Hall-of-Famer Henkin
Lisa Hunt

On Nov. 9, 7–8 p.m., local author 
Barry Henkin will sign copies of 
his 2014 autobiography, Why Am I 
So Special, at Big Fun, 1814 Coven-
try Road.
 Henkin, who has faced devel-
opmental challenges since birth, 
wrote the book in the hopes of 
motivating others to live their lives 
to their fullest potential.
 A 2013 inductee into the 
Heights High Hall of Fame, Hen-
kin is also a two-time gold-medal-
winning Special Olympian.
 “Hosting this book signing is an 
honor,” said Steve Presser, owner 
of Big Fun and a longtime friend 
of Henkin.
 Henkin is an advocate for, and 
inspiration to, individuals living 
with disabilities and challenges, 
and is a popular motivational 
speaker. 
 He has received numerous 
awards, including high praise and 
repeat commendations for being 
a stellar employee at Menorah 

Park, in Beachwood, where he has 
worked for more than 35 years.

 Henkin’s life, his positive at-
titude, and his accomplishments 
are an inspiration to others. 
 In a 2013 Heights Observer ar-
ticle, Presser said of his friend, “In 
a world that sees so many negatives, 
Barry finds all the positive things in 
life.”
 Wanda Ngolo, a parent and 
Reaching Heights board member, 
said, “As a mother whose child was 
born with developmental delays, 
when I look at all that Barry accom-
plishes, and all that he stands for, I 
am encouraged about the future for 
my child and the community that 
surrounds her.”
 Henkin is at work on a second 
book that he plans to release in 
2017.

Lisa Hunt is assistant director of Reach-
ing Heights and founding member of the 
Exceptional Children’s Advocacy Group 
(ECAG). She is a resident of Cleveland 
Heights and a graduate of the Heights 
schools. She also serves as board secre-
tary for the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities (CCBDD).

author Barry Henkin.

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner
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HeiGHtS SPORtS

Observe!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like 
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center  
(www.heightsobserver.org). 

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story 
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s 
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts. 
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily 
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be  
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and 
let you know if we have any questions. 

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer  
   is a piece of cake!

Cleveland Heights Happy 5K and Fun Run 
benefits youth recreation scholarship fund

Jane Williams Lauretig

On the first Sunday in October, 575 
runners from 60 cities participated in 
the second annual Cleveland Heights 
Happy 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run. The 
Oct. 2 event raised more than $8,000 
for the Cleveland Heights Youth 
Scholarship fund.
 About 163 Cleveland Heights 
residents were among the partici-
pants, following a route that started 
on Lee Road and wound through the 
business districts of Cedar Lee and 
Coventry Village. Lead sponsors, the 
Cleveland Clinic and Motorcars, each 
donated $2,500 to support the event.
 Team and individual race results 
can be found at www.westernreserver-
acing.com/races/race-results/.
 The Cleveland Heights Youth 
Scholarship fund covers up to 50 per-
cent of the cost of youth recreation 
programs for qualifying applicants, who 
must be residents of Cleveland Heights 
and meet restricted income require-
ments. The Recreation Advisory Board 
reviews scholarship applications, and 
the fund is supported solely through 

private donations and fundraisers.
 Although the day started out 
with questionable weather, the grey 
clouds moved along and it turned out 
to be the perfect day for a run/walk. 
Those participating—some walking, 
others running—included adults, 
teens and children, and even some 
four-legged friends.
 2016 Happy 5K Sponsors were 
Cleveland Clinic; Motorcars; Mont-
lack Realty; Cleveland Running Com-
pany; CH Mayor Cheryl Stephens; 
State Farm, Betsy Warner, agent; 
City of Cleveland Heights; The Wine 
Spot.
 2016 Happy 5K Supporters were 
U.S. Bank, Luna Bakery & Café, 
United Dairy Farmers, Quarry Hill 
Orchards, Washington & Lee Service, 
Jazzercise, Zagara’s Marketplace, 
CLE Urban Winery, Quintana’s 
Barber & Dream Spa, The Tavern 
Company.

Jane Williams Lauretig is a member of the 
Cleveland Heights Recreation Advisory 
Board, and has been a CH resident for 
more than 25 years.

Several CH residents were members of the fastest merchant team winner: Six Shooter Coffee. 

Give thanks--and donate food--by bike

Heights Bicycle Coalition

The holidays are wonderful, but put-
ting food on the table is a challenge 
for some. You can do something 
about that!
 On Saturday, Nov. 19, starting at 
10:30 a.m., be part of Cleveland’s fifth 
annual Cranksgiving, a food drive 
on two-wheels. Ride your bicycle to 
Cleveland Heights City Hall, 40 Sev-
erance Center. You’ll receive a map of 
grocery stories and a list of groceries 
to buy. You’ll be encouraged to ride 
your bike to four stores and purchase 
food items totaling $15 (more or less) 
for donation.
 Everything purchased is intended 
to be hauled by bicycle, either in a bag, 
pannier, rack or trailer. A few hours 

LiFe CyCLe

after the start of the event, riders 
will return to city hall to divvy up the 
groceries for donation to Cleveland 
and Heights food banks and pantries.
 A group of bike messengers 
started Cranksgiving in 1999, in 
New York City, and the idea has 
spread across the country and as 
far abroad as the U.K. and Australia. 
(That proves that you don’t need to 
be from North America to appreci-
ate the spirit of Thanksgiving.) The 
Cleveland Cranksgiving has started 
from various locations—this year 
from the Heights.
 Bike Cleveland and the Heights 
Bicycle Coalition are the event 
sponsors, with support from many 
others. Join us.

Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3 non-
profit dedicated to educating and encour-
aging Heights community members to use 
bicycles as a sustainable and healthy form of 
transportation and recreation. Mary Dun-
bar of HBC wrote this column, with input 
from Jeffrey Sugalski of Bike Cleveland.

Pick-Up-N-Play Rugby comes to Cumberland Park

Justin Rutledge

Heights residents are invited to a free 
Pick-Up-N-Play Rugby session at 
Cumberland Park, on Nov. 26, 1–3 p.m.
 This event is a chance for boys, 
girls and parents to get out and expe-
rience flag rugby in a safe, fun envi-
ronment. Members of the Cleveland 
State University Rugby team will be 
on hand to introduce the sport, using 
a number of fun activities and struc-
tured matches.
 The session is free and open to all. 
Attendance for the entire two hours is 

not mandatory—participants should 
feel free to arrive late or leave early.
 There will also be information on 
hand about Tiger Nation RFC, the 
Cleveland Heights youth rugby team 
that is being formed. More informa-
tion about the event and the team can 
be found on Facebook by searching 
Tiger Nation RFC.

Justin Rutledge spent his formative years 
in Cleveland Heights and now lives in 
Shaker Heights. He has been involved 
with rugby for more than ten years, as a 
player and coach.

Derrick Russell is new varsity basketball 
coach at Beaumont School in CH

Rick Haase

Beaumont School has hired Derrick 
Russell as its new varsity basketball 
coach.
 “We are excited to have Derrick 
on board and are thrilled about the 
expertise he will bring to our athletic 
program,” said Matthew Robinson, 
Beaumont’s athletic director.
 Russell, who began his new job 
on Oct. 28, comes to Beaumont from 
the men’s basketball program at Case 
Western Reserve University, where he 
spent the past six seasons as an assis-
tant coach, focusing on the defensive 
side of the game. 
 Russell worked as a coach at Wi-
ley Middle School during the 2013–14 

season, and has been 
an assistant coach at 
the high school level. 
He worked at Cleve-
land Heights High 
School from 2000 
to 2004, and was as-
sistant coach when 

the men’s varsity team made the state 
final four during the 2002–03 season. 
He later coached at Warrensville 
Heights High School, 2004–08.
 A four-year starter for the men’s 
basketball team at Canisius College, 
Russell was named as an honorable 
mention on Canisius College’s All-
Century Team.

Rick Haase is director of public relations 
and marketing at Beaumont School.

Derrick Russell
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Dr. Malcolm Walters, Jr.
D.D.S. General Dentistry

Walters 
Family Dentistry Inc. 

Call today for your dental examination

• General and cosmetic dentistry
• Specializing in ages 2-100
• Fillings
• Teeth whitening

(216) 382-1102   •  14100 Cedar Rd. #260
University Heights, OH 44118  

Now providing orthodontics 

Nepali refugees transform district culture
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

A Noble Elementary School student ex-
citedly announced that he was signing up 
for Boy Scouts and couldn’t wait to “build 
anything —like build a car and go hiking, 
and treasure maps and stuff. Cool.”
 This may not sound remarkable 
until you learn that this boy was born 
in a refugee camp on the border of 
Bhutan and Nepal. His family moved 
to Cleveland Heights as part of a 
wave of Nepali refugees that have 
arrived over the past four years.
 These refugees—originally from 
Bhutan but resettled into U.N. camps 
in Nepal in the 1990s—now comprise 
nearly 10 percent of the student 

population at Noble, and their pres-
ence has changed the culture of the 
entire building.
 “We are multicultural in a way 
we never were before,” said Principal 
Rachael Coleman. “This has forced 
the kids to look at what it truly means 
to be different.
 “It’s also forced me, and my 
staff, to look more closely at how we 
engage parents. If our Nepali parents 
can’t read, we have to rely on things 
like robo-calls. But if they don’t have 
phones, we have to find ways to con-
nect with them one-on-one.”
 [Many of] the parents had no 
formal schooling and are illiterate in 
all languages. Their children, born 

as refugees, attended over-crowded 
“camp schools” taught by teens, so 
they, too, may be learning to read for 
the first time. Noble’s staff has had 
to scramble to meet the vast needs 
of this population.
 Of the school’s numerous sup-
port personnel, many are funded 
through a 21st Century grant secured 
by the district, as well as through Title 
I and Title III dollars.
 Wendy Craven is the full-time 
English language teacher, who “push-
es in” to her students’ classrooms. 
“That allows me to support them 
while they’re learning the core cur-
riculum,” said Craven. “Despite the 
challenges, this work is easy when 
you meet the kids. They’re so kind 
and good and have such a strong work 
ethic. They absolutely appreciate the 
opportunities here in America.”
 Craven also helps in the Peer to 
Peer (P2P) mentoring program that 
pairs Nepali students with native speak-
ers before and after school, four days 
each week. Tiffany Rowan is the P2P 
coordinator, a grant-funded position.
 The group comprises 33 English 
language learners and 14 native speak-
ers who gather for 15 hours each week 
to practice reading, speaking and lis-
tening in English through real-world 
interactions. The children play games, 
engage in theater productions and 
create art, including a large mural they 
painted on the exterior of the building 
that reads, “E pluribus unum” (“out of 
many, one”), a perfect description of 
the new environment at Noble.
 P2P students go on field trips 
to fully understand the American 
experience, from bowling to visiting 
a farm.
 “We’re always looking for new 

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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The perfect treatment  
for every special moment

Get $20 off on 
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

WoodTrader.indd   25 10/18/16   10:50 PM

 

Shop Hours: 
Tuesday - Saturday 11 - 6pm

Looking for a place to host a party? We love parties!

birthday parties    stitch parties    showers

Visit our website or call for more information.

2026 Murray Hill Road
{ the old schoolhouse : Historic Little Italy }

boltandspool.com216.229.2220

Sign up now

to make a 

French Cartonnage 

fabric ornament

Staurday, Nov 12

That special time of year is almost upon us. 
Apron Season!

Find your perfect pattern at Bolt & Spool!

partnerships,” said Rowan. “Anyone 
who has an experience to offer to our 
children, from touring the back of a 
grocery store to visiting a pet shop to 
picking apples. They’re all valuable 
learning experiences.”
 Noble staff member Draupadi 
Pradhan, who immigrated from Ne-
pal in 2012, serves as an interpreter, 
funded through the grant, and a lunch 
aide. She’s often invited to parent-
teacher conferences, and PTA or 
schoolwide events, including three 
P2P Parent Nights each year.
 “I am very glad for the oppor-
tunity to help,” Pradhan said, “to 
be near people who speak my own 
language.”
 Monticello Middle School also 
has a cohort of Nepali refugee stu-
dents. Kari Queen is the building’s 
English language teacher for half of 
each day, and then splits her remain-
ing time between Boulevard and Ox-
ford elementary schools. Ten of her 
14 Monticello students are Nepali. 
Most already speak Nepali and Hindi, 
so English is their third language. 
Students come to her during their 
foreign language block, as teaching 
them Chinese or Spanish would only 
confuse matters.
 “We work on all aspects of lan-
guage development, including reading 
and comprehension, writing, speak-
ing and listening,” said Queen, not-
ing that their “tremendous” progress 
“might not show up yet in their test 
scores, but they are functioning in 
school and in life.”
 Queen and Craven agree that 
their students are picking up social 
English quickly, helping them inte-
grate into their schools. Their aca-
demic English, however, is lagging, 
especially when it comes to specific 
content vocabulary in science and 
social studies.
 “But they’ll get there,” promised 
Queen.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a longtime resi-
dent of Cleveland Heights, a graduate of the 
Heights schools and a former Coventry School 
teacher. She is a freelance journalist under con-
tract with the CH-UH City School District, 
and a member of the Steering Committee for 
Citizens for Our Heights Schools, the volunteer 
group that runs school campaigns. A version of 
this article appeared online at www.chuh.org.

Noble P2P students at the Cleveland Zoo in May 
2016: (from left, front) Mar’Shai Blythewood, 
Jazmin Ramsey, Sonu Rai and Samiksha Rai; 
(back) Kyndall King and Krish Rai. 
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Made in Ohio.   
Designed by you.      

    
 
 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.     Cleveland Heights, OH  44118      
216-303-9862        Tuesday-Saturday  10-5 

 EASTWOOD   
FURNITURE 

 

We build custom sizes and designs  
to create your perfect piece. 

 

Solid Hardwood       
Locally Handcrafted       Custom Built 

 

     Now 3 locations . . .  
 23 Public Square in Medina  330-723-0014                        
 4722 Kidron Road in Kidron 330-857-2009    

www.eastwoodfurniture.com 

McMillan Early Learning Center celebrates expansion

City Council member, spoke at the 
open house about the importance of 
education starting at an early age, and 
praised The Centers for providing 
high-quality care to the community. 
Also in attendance was Sandy Mc-
Millan, grandson of the building’s 

CEO of The Centers. “We are re-
sponding to the community’s need 
for more quality infant and toddler 
care with this expansion, and look 
forward to serving as a trusted part-
ner and provider to families.” 
 Mary Dunbar, Cleveland Heights 

Amy Brown

On Oct. 11, The Centers for Families 
and Children (The Centers) hosted 
an open house at its McMillan Early 
Learning Center, at 1941 S. Taylor 
Road, to celebrate the site’s recent 
expansion.
 Attendees toured the renovated 
center, which now offers care for in-
fants ages 6 weeks to 18 months, in 
addition to its toddler and preschool 
programs. The expansion included a 
new infant classroom, serving eight 
children; a toddler classroom, serving 
10 children; and a large indoor gym 
for physical development. Added 
to the existing toddler classroom 
and three preschool classrooms, the 
expanded space enables the center 
to serve a total of eight infants, 20 
toddlers and 59 preschoolers.
 “Our McMillan Early Learn-
ing Center has been a high-quality 
option for families in Cleveland 
Heights for nearly 20 years,” said 
Elizabeth Newman, president and 

namesake, Samuel Sterling McMil-
lan. Payton Waller, a former student 
of McMillan Early Learning Center 
who started kindergarten this fall, 
was the event’s official ribbon-cutter.   
 McMillan has earned a Five Star 
Step Up to Quality rating—the high-
est rating a center can receive from 
the Ohio quality rating system— 
and is accredited by the National 
Association for the Education of 
Young Children. The Centers offers a 
comprehensive model of care focused 
on preparing children for success in 
school and life, which includes an 
evidence-based curriculum, health 
services, nutrition and family engage-
ment. 
 McMillan Early Learning Cen-
ter is open Monday through Friday,  
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more informa-
tion call 216-325-9678 or visit www.
thecentersohio.org.  

Amy Brown is marketing and commu-
nications manager at The Centers for 
Families and Children.

Payton Waller, former student of McMillan Early Learning Center, cuts the open-house ribbon. 
Pictured (from left): Sandy McMillan, Payton Waller, Mary Dunbar, Elizabeth Newman.
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CH-UH district recognized 
nationally for equity work

Scott Wortman

In September,  the Clevela nd 
Heights-University Heights City 
School District was recognized 
in Washington, D.C., for ful ly 
ref lecting America’s diversity at 
the highest levels of K–12 schools 
by equally including students of all 
backgrounds in Advanced Place-
ment (AP) courses.
 The district, represented by 
Superintendent Talisa Dixon, was 
honored in large part as a result of 
its partnership with the nonprofit 
Equal Opportunity Schools, which 
has assisted the district in identify-
ing ways to provide equitable aca-
demic opportunities to all students, 
especially in regard to access and 
support for minorities taking AP 
courses.
 “When we met with our Strate-
gic Planning Committee two years 
ago,” said Dixon, “our community 
members were adamant that our 
plan address equity issues within 
the school district. As a result, 
goal 2 of our Strategic Plan centers 
on equity and our educational ap-
proach to empower all students. 

We want to provide an excellent 
education to each student in every 
district school and classroom.
 “Paramount to this is access to 
rigorous courses, especially at the 
high school level. It is our goal to 
ensure that all students have equi-
table access to AP and high-level 
courses. We know that many of our 
students are capable of handling 
the rigor of AP courses but need 
encouragement and additional sup-
port.”
 CH-UH was among a select 
group of districts recognized by 
Broderick Johnson, White House 
cabinet secretary and My Brother’s 
Keeper Taskforce chair, at the Sep-
tember dinner celebration, hosted 
by Equal Opportunity Schools and 
the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation.

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of com-
munications for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.

CH-UH Superintendent Talisa Dixon and 
Verona (Wis.) Superintendent Dean Gorrell.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Board of Education
Meeting highlights
SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
All board members were present.

Board actions on policy, contract 
and personnel
The board approved a Standard-Based 
School Counselor Evaluation Policy on 
third reading; a contract with the Edu-
cational Service Center of Cuyahoga 
County/Inter-District Service Area for 
2016–17, which entails three positions; 
and several routine personnel items.

Work session on special educa-
tion programs
Jeffrey Johnston, director of student ser-

vices, presented an overview of special 
needs programming and its alignment 
with the district’s strategic plan. In the 
2015–16 [academic year], 1,003 spe-
cial needs students attended CH-UH 
schools. Typically, special needs students 
comprise 16–18 percent of the district’s 
student population, similar to most inner-
ring suburban districts. Special needs stu-
dents transfer from school to school with 
disproportional frequency. 
 The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 pro-
vides federal funding for certain qualified 
students, but school districts are mandat-
ed to provide accessible programming to 
all disabled students, so the districts them-
selves are responsible for funding special 
services for those disabled students who 
do not qualify for federal funds. In all, the 
district receives $1.6 million in federal 
funds for special needs education.
 In keeping with the strategic plan 
goal of equity, empowerment and op-
portunity, the district strives to provide 
equitable access to a rigorous, relevant 
curriculum that includes differentiated 
instruction and service by support staff, 
such as social workers and counselors. 
In light of state report card scores, the 
current emphasis is on special needs 
students spending more time focused 
on core curriculum, which necessitates 
a shift toward a less-restrictive environ-
ment and more inclusion in regular class-
rooms. The changing nature of state test-
ing makes it difficult to demonstrate the 
progress of a special needs student.
 The Child Find [mandate] requires 
districts to identify any student who re-
quires special services. If parents or 
staff suspect a disability, the district must 
evaluate the student within 60 days and 
provide appropriate services, which can 
range from full inclusion to a separate 
environment.
 Some of the more specialized services 
offered include the Wilson Reading Pro-

gram for students who read significantly 
below grade level, the Special Olym-
pics, Fieldstone Farms and Advancement 
via Individual Determination. A district 
autism team is also being established. To 
address the strategic plan’s goal of read-
iness for college and/or career, the dis-
trict has added community-based work 
experience and career-based interven-
tion courses at the high school. Transition 
services have also become increasingly 
important.
 As a result of Child Find, more spe-
cial needs students are being identified, 
so the cost of serving them is increasing. 
The district is also responsible for iden-
tifying non-public school students at a 
yearly staff cost of $350,000. CH-UH 
ranks in the top quarter of state districts 
in provision of special needs services. 
The district meets expectations set by the 
Ohio Department of Education, show-
ing that identification is equitable and 
timely, and the student/teacher ratio is 
appropriate.
 Lisa Hunt and Amy Kerr-Jung are 
parents of special education students 
who are also employed as district staff 
[through Reaching Heights], paid with 
federal special education funds. They are 
developing connections among parents 
of children in special education programs 
and between the parents and the district. 
They have spearheaded the inclusion of 
these parents in curriculum nights, and the 
establishment of an Exceptional Child Art 
Exhibit, and installing parent support rep-
resentatives in every school and in parent 
workshops.

LWV Observer: Nancy Dietrich.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 9.
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No need to wait a month for more community news. 

get the 

Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 

Are You a Person of Conscience?

So Are We. Join Us!

For Justice, Liberty, Humanity, Peace?
Against Bigotry, Intolerance, War?

VETERANS FOR PEACE - CHAPTER 39
www.veteransforpeace.org • 216.751.7150

Check our website. Non-veterans welcome as Associate Members.

Proudly presents its

FALL CONCERT
At Heights High School, Wiley Campus
2181 Miramar Blvd, University Heights

Friday, November 18th
At 7:30 PM

Featuring the Heights High  
Symphony, Symphony Winds,

Concert Orchestra
& the CHHS Jazz Ensembles

*Chamber ensembles play  
for enjoyment 6:30 PM  

in the Cafeteria.

IMD
Cleveland Heights High School               
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org

Engineering program grows with partnership
Joy Henderson

Heights High students in the 
Digita l Electronics (DE) Engi-
neering course are learning about 
digital logic by creating a random-
number generator—think of it as 
an electronic way to roll dice. To 
begin the activity, each student re-
ceived a kit that included a circuit 
board, sockets, chips, capacitors, 
resistors, LED lights and a switch. 
After three days of assembly work, 
everyone in the class had a working 
random-number generator. 
 The DE course is one of two 
engineering courses offered this 
year as part of the district’s part-
nership with Project Lead the Way, 
a nationa l nonprof it organiza-
tion dedicated to using hands-on 
projects to increase the number 
of students who graduate with a 
background in science and technol-
ogy. The Heights High engineer-
ing program is in its second year, 
fol lowing a restructuring that 
created the Project Lead the Way 
engineering courses.

 “The DE course covers the 
foundation of the electronic devices 
that students use—cell phones, lap-
tops and hi-def TV,” said engineer-
ing teacher Greg Nachman, who 
is also coach of the Robotics Club 

that designs and creates a Battle 
Bot to compete in spring compe-
titions. “Students enjoy learning 
about how their devices work and 
doing the actual work to solder a 
circuit board.”

 In addition to the DE course, 
the school also offers an entry-level 
Introduction to Engineering and 
Design course that is focused on 
the design process and includes 
projects that use 3D-modeling 
software and a 3D printer.
 In the 2017–18 school year, 
Heights High will add a Principles 
of Engineering survey course to 
the program, which will expose 
students to concepts they wi l l 
encounter in a college engineer-
ing program. Topics will include 
mechanisms, energy, statics, ma-
ter ia ls and kinematics. In the 
2018–19 school year, a capstone 
project course for seniors will be 
added to the program, in which 
students will identify a problem and  
design a product to solve the chal-
lenge. 
 Heights High’s engineering 
courses are part of the school’s 
Career and Technical Education 
Program. 

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

Heights High engineering teacher Greg Nachman guides Jackson Herschman on an aspect of 
the circuit board assembly. Sam Kramer and Zakee Ali (L-R) solder components to circuit boards. 
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HEIGHTS LIBRARY

30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA 
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP  

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.  
(216) 371-9760 

www.atmacenter.com 

/atmacenter  @atmacenter108  

Authentic Yoga  
for Body, Mind & Spirit! 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2016
All board members were present

UH Library groundbreaking
Renovation of this library got underway with 
a groundbreaking ceremony on Aug. 28, at-
tended by University Heights Mayor Susan 
Infeld, UH city council members, library board 
members and staff.

Check Us Out
The fall issue of Check Us Out has been mailed 
to every Heights residence. It includes the li-
brary’s 2015 annual report.

ADA-compliant desks
Noble Neighborhood Library’s current refer-
ence desk is not ADA compliant in allowing a 
disabled user to approach the desk. A desk sim-
ilar to the one now in use on the second floor 
of the Lee Road Library will be purchased. The 
desk in the teen room will be replaced as well.

Annual staff training day
The library was closed to the public on Sept. 
13, to allow for staff training activities. The key-
note presentation was on rational detachment, 
a means to handle difficult situations with pa-
trons by remaining calm and professional. Staff 
was able to choose from 15 break-out sections.

Correction to Unattended Child Policy
Last month, it was reported that “adequate 
supervision” included “ . . .  a caregiver who 
can understand and follow the library’s code 
of conduct and be mature enough to care for 
the child without an adult present. We suggest 
the caregiver be at least 11 years old.” The age 

of the caregiver is suggested to be at least 12 
years old. The Marketing and Communications 
Department prepared an Unattended Child 
Policy handout for caregivers.

Salary survey
In 2011, the library hired a compensation de-
sign consultant to do a comprehensive study. 
Nothing has been changed in the pay grades 
as a result of that study. Amy Petrus of Petrus 
HR Solutions LLC has been hired to perform a 
salary survey to determine whether the library’s 
current salary structure is still competitive. The 
board approved a sum not to exceed $9,500 
to cover the cost of the survey.

August Public Service Report high-
lights:
•  A composter for the Collaborative Garden 

was constructed by staff with materials paid 
for through the grant received from the Mas-
ter Gardeners of Cuyahoga County. The 
composter will be used for programs about 
recycling and building rich soil. Staff and 
customers harvested herbs and vegetables 
from the garden in August.

•  Now in its ninth year, City Fresh offers shares 
of fresh produce weekly at the Coventry Vil-
lage Library.

•  At Noble Neighborhood Library, the Great 
Lakes Light Opera presented “Cinderella” to 
an audience of 30 children and adults.

•  New library card sign-ups in August totaled 
461 for adults, and 96 for children.

•  Ask a Tech Trainer tutorials continued at Lee 
Road Library and were well attended.

•  Shamekia Chandler, youth services associ-
ate, visited Park Synagogue to read chil-
dren’s stories to adults with special needs. 
She and adult services staff will visit Park 
Synagogue on a monthly basis.

•  The summer reading program, 100 Days of 
Reading, had 1,307 participants and focused 
on centennial-themed programs and activities.

 
LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library Board 
Meeting highlights

MEDICARE | LIFE | DENTAL & VISION | LONG TERM CARE

Overwhelmed by Medicare options?

for a free consultation to
learn about your options

 

First Unitarian Church v www.firstunitariancleveland.com 
21600 Shaker Blvd. v Shaker Heights 

Community Forum Discussion  

The 2016 Election: What Happened and Why? 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2016  9:30-10:45 a.m. 

Dr. Thom Yantek 
Assoc. Prof. Emeritus 

of Political Science 
Kent State University 

 

Once the seemingly endless 2016 campaign has 
finally ended, what can we make of the 
outcome? 

Was this finally “The Big One” reflecting major 
party realignments?   

What role did voter demographics, negative 
messaging, super PACS and other factors play in 
the election? 
 

Cleveland Institute of Art

Student 
Holiday 
Sale

Dec 2–4, 2016
Fri Dec 2 6:30–9pm
Sat Dec 3 10am–8pm
Sun Dec 4 12:30–6pm

cia.edu/holiday-sale

Cleveland Institute of Art 
11610 Euclid Avenue

What’s going on at your library? 
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Tuesday, Nov. 29, 4 p.m.
A Celebration of Dreams. Celebrate 
the moving memoir, Brown Girl 
Dreaming, by Jacqueline Woodson. 
Bring the whole family for conver-
sation, creative writing, crafts and 
other activities. (Reading part or 
all of the book before a program 
is suggested.) Registration is open.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 6 p.m.
18th Annual Poetry Slam. Are you 
a talented young poet? Celebrate 

the poetry of Jacqueline Wood-
son’s Brown Girl Dreaming, and 
share your story through verse. 
There wil l be prizes and free 
pizza on the night of the slam, and 
workshops will be offered prior to 
the event. Contact the library for 
further details.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Friday, Nov. 18, 4 p.m.
Tinker Lab. Calling all future sci-
entists, engineers and inventors, in 
grades K–5, for hands-on learning 
and fun! Attempt exciting experi-
ments using the scientific process. 
Registration begins Nov. 4.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 9.
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2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture Framing
2243 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Geraci’s Restaurant

award winning pizza

Geraciframeandart.indd   1 11/10/15   9:03 PM

✹$104
Mention this discount when scheduling.
Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor 
per system, parts additional. Discount 
valid during normal workday hours only 
(M-F; 8-3:30). Payment must be given 
to technician at time of service. Not 
valid with any other offer or discount. 
Must be scheduled prior to 12/31/16

Heating 
Tune-up/

Safety 
InspectionLet the Hann brothers design a MODERN system!

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems   Bonded • Insured  • OH LIC #24462                          

Owned and operated 
by Bill & Chris Hann. 
   5 generations of 

family experience.

Is your heating system a Dinosaur?

Bill

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland. 

vehbrothers.com     

Chris

932-9755 21
6

HEIGHTS LIBRARY

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 

Sheryl Banks

A 2013 report by the National School 
Supply and Equipment Association 
found that, nationwide, teachers spent 
$1.6 billion of their own money on 
school supplies for their students. Not 
much has changed since then, and the 
teachers in Cleveland Heights–Uni-
versity Heights schools no doubt are 
part of this national trend.
 However, teachers in the commu-
nity can borrow—not buy—books, 
DVDs, CDs and audiobooks from 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System. In 
October, Heights Libraries made it 
even easier for teachers to use library 
materials to enhance their lesson 
plans by creating the Educator Card.
 “With the Educator Card, teach-
ers can check out most juvenile ma-
terials for twice as long as they could 
with a personal library card—that’s 
six weeks for books, audiobooks and 
music CDs, and two weeks for Blu-
rays and DVDs,” said Sam Lapides, 
youth services manager. “It also 
allows teachers to keep their teach-
ing materials separate from their 
personal items.”
 The card also gives teachers 
access to the new Educator Collec-
tion program, which enables busy 
teachers to call the library or fill out 
an online form requesting up to 25 

books on a topic of their choice. The 
collection will then be held for them 
at any Heights Libraries branch. 
 “We have enormous respect for 
educators and want to help them 
succeed in the classroom, or at home, 
by making it easier for them to ac-
cess supplemental materials,” said 
Lapides. “This program lets teachers 
draw upon the wide variety of ma-
terials owned by Heights Libraries 
at all reading levels. We hope these 
materials will help teachers enrich 
their students’ learning.”
 The new Educator Card is avail-
able to all who teach at public schools, 
private schools or preschools, or who 
home-school their children. Teachers 
must apply in person at a Heights 
Libraries branch, and present a photo 
ID, proof of current address and 
proof of educator status, such as a 
school employee ID badge, pay stub 
from a school employer or a home-
school certification letter from the 
appropriate authority, such as the 
CH-UH Board of Education or the 
Ohio Department of Education.
 Educators and home-schooling 
parents can find more information 
at www.heightslibrary.org.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights Public 
Library System.

Caregiver Boot Camp provides support to those caring for older adults
tion assistance, food resources, 
fitness programs, transportation 
services, energy assistance and more.
 “Valerie shared her resources, and 
we’ll also be able to pass them out to 
participants at the rest of the events 
that are part of this series,” said Gray.
 Coming up on Thursday, Nov. 17, 
at 7 p.m., is the second installment 
of the series, Managing Caregiver 
Stress (and Guilt!), co-sponsored 
by the Cleveland Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association. Cynthia 
Davenport, education and outreach 
specialist with the Alzheimer’s 
Association, will present a holistic 
approach for recognizing and ad-
dressing the mental and physical 
health of caregivers.
 “Alzheimer’s takes a devastat-
ing toll on caregivers. Nearly 60 
percent of Alzheimer’s and demen-
tia caregivers rate the emotional 

Julia Murphy

Pat Gray, Coventry Village Library 
manager, did what librarians do 
best: track down the most-reputable 
resources to share with the public. 
The usual image is that of a librarian 
pulling books from a shelf or printing 
articles from an online database. In 
this instance, Gray tracked down the 
best human resources she could find: 
experts in the areas of senior services, 
financial empowerment, Alzheimer’s 
disease education, home safety and 
housing for older adults.
 In September, Valerie Reed, se-
nior services liaison with University 
Hospitals, kicked off the library’s 
Caregiver Boot Camp series by shar-
ing a wide range of local resources 
for the elderly and those who care 
for them, including chore services, 
homeless services for seniors, evic-

stress of caregiving as high or very 
high; about 40 percent suffer from 
depression,” said Davenport. “The 
best thing caregivers can do for the 
person they’re caring for is to stay 
physically and emotionally strong. 
It is equally important to be able to 
identify stress, understand how it 
affects our physical and emotional 
health, and incorporate strategies 
to manage stress while caring for 
someone.”
 The series continues on Thurs-
day, Jan. 19, with Recognizing and 
Managing Difficult Behaviors, by 
Bert Rahl, director of mental health 
services at Benjamin Rose Institute 
on Aging. This session will focus on 
recognizing the multiple and often 
interacting causes for a loved one’s 
inappropriate or difficult behaviors, 
and provide real-world tips and 
strategies for managing—or better 

yet—preventing them.
 On Thursday, Feb. 17, Mindi 
Thal, physical therapist for the Visit-
ing Nurse Association, will present 
Home Safety and Housing Options. 
 The series will end with Hiring a 
Caregiver: How to Locate, Interview, 
Hire and Contract for Outside Help, 
on Thursday, March 16.
 “Being a caregiver can be over-
whelming if you don’t have support,” 
said Gray. “We designed this series 
to offer practical, immediate help 
and information for those who need 
it most.”
 For more information on the Care-
giver Boot Camp series, visit www.
heightslibrary.org or call 216-932-3600.

Julia Murphy is the marketing and 
volunteer coordinator for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Li-
brary System.

Library offers special card for teachers



Heights Observer November 1, 2016     www.heightsobserver.org21

HEIGHTS SENIORS

Judith Eugene

Reaching retirement age does not 
necessarily mean you want to stop 
working. This is especially true if 
your work is also your passion. The 
Life Reimagined Institute, a division 
of AARP (www.lifereimagined.aarp.
org), helps working seniors feel more 
rewarded and fulfilled by their careers. 
The institute’s mission is to help  
seniors rediscover what truly matters 
and focus on what they really want  
to do with the next chapter of their 
lives.
 For creative seniors who are pas-
sionate about art, retirement offers 
advantages and opportunities to pur-
sue their passions.
 The Heights is home to many 
professional artists who also happen 
to be seniors. Among them is Mona 
Kolesar, a professional artist for more 
than 40 years. After receiving a B.S. 
in art education from Penn State 
University, she spent her early career 
teaching—helping others discover 
their creative personalities. In 1975, 
she struck out on her own, creating 
her own art while also offering art 
consulting services. She gave up con-
sulting in 2000 to focus solely on her 
passion for creating.
 Kolesar’s earlier works were 
large-scale sculptures made of stone 
and metal for commercial buildings, 
influenced by her childhood environ-
ment, growing up in the oil fields of 
Pennsylvania. Her current sculptures 
are smaller and lighter, made of bent 
wood and metal, and are inspired by 
the creative processes of the brain.
 Asked how reaching retirement 
age affected her work, Kolesar said, 
“Art has no age boundaries. As you 
age you refine your own craft, and 
you focus on more of the things that 
appeal to you.”
 Cleveland Heights resident Susan 
Squires has been a professional artist 
for more than 20 years. She received 
a B.F.A. in painting and drawing from 
the Cleveland Institute of Art. Shortly 
thereafter, she began experimenting 

with adding wax to her paintings. 
“Wax adds depth and surface to my 
work,” she said. Her paintings take 
historic writings, geometric shapes 
and city plans, and add layers of color 
and wax over them to create contem-
porary works.
 Squires feels that retirement 
is a perfect time for beginning, or 
continuing, a creative endeavor. “I 
can spend a lot of time with my art 

Retirement can be a new beginning for professional artists

now,” she said. “There is more time 
for discovering and learning.”
 Kolesar and Squires agree that 
expressing oneself through art in 
retirement is a metaphor for life. The 
longer you live, the more confidence 
you gain—in who you are as an artist 
as well as who you are as a person. 
“After years of experimentation, I am 
more confident in my work, and every-
thing flows better than ever before,” 

commented Squires. Said Kolesar, 
“Artists don’t retire, we just keep on 
keeping on as long as we can.”
 Kolesar’s work can be viewed 
at her studio (call 216-321-7745) or 
on her website, www.monakolesar.
com. Squires’ work can be viewed at 
local galleries and on her website, 
www.1point618gallery.com.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides life-enrichment 
classes and activities for senior adults and 
those with physical and mental challenges 
through www.lovinghandsgroup.com. She 
can be reached at 216-408-5578 or judith@
lovinghandsgroup.com.

SENIOR SCENE

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Custom copper flashings installed
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

Uston 

“Cascade” by Mona Kolesar.  

Artist Susan Squires with her work.
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EVERYBODY GETS A SALARY INCREASE  
REGARDLESS OF PERFORMANCE 

 

Name Position, 
District/School 

2015 State 
Achievement 
Indicators Met 

2013/2014 
Salary  

2014/2015 
Salary  

Scott Gainer Treasurer 29.4% - F $151,118 $160,914 
Jeffrey Johnston Director Assignment 29.4% - F $113,846 $116,569 
Sandy Womack Director Assignment 29.4% - F $112,273 $115,454 
Paul Lombardo Director, HR 29.4% - F $105,884 $115,454 
Johnetta Wiley Director, CHHS 29.4% - F $113,846 $114,928 
Stephen Shergalis Director Assignment 29.4% - F $110,116 $112,908 
Angee Shaker Director, Publicity 29.4% - F $108,271 $112,908 
Allison Byrd Director Assignment 29.4% - F $98,945 $110,994 
Jane Simeri Principal, CHHS 33.3% - F $107,393 $109,290 
Andrett Calloway Principal, Fairfax 44.4% - F $102,819 $108,419 
Rachael Coleman Principal, Noble  11.1% - F $105,869 $108,419 
Patrick McNichols Principal, Roxboro M. 36.4% - F $105,869 $108,419 
Crystal Maclin Principal, CHHS 33.3% - F $105,693 $106,722 
Deborah Moore Principal, Monticello 27.3% - F $105,309 $106,322 
James Reed Principal, CHHS 33.3% - F $104,608 $105,637 
Erica Wigton Principal, Canterbury 77.8% - C $102,409 $104,917 
Michael Jenkins Principal, Roxboro E. 66.7% - D $101,294 $103,802 

 

We could keep going but you get the point. 
 

So ask yourself: 
 

1. How can the district need more money from us when they obviously feel 
there is still enough money to accept salary increases? 
 

2. How can all of those F’s continue to be tolerated by any of us, let alone 
the staff listed above, who we entrust with our children’s education? 

 
Source:  Ohio Dept. of Education District Profile Report FY 2015 
Source:  State of Ohio Treasurer’s Transparency Project FY 2015 

Citizens Leadership PAC is a Ballot political action committee. Diane L. Hallum, Treasurer, 
 1059 Oxford Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44121. 
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SUITES AVAILABLE 

 
12000 Fairhill Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
office@montlackrealty.com 

 

Shaker Heights 
Cleveland Heights 
Lakewood 
Cleveland 

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 
• Walking distance to CWRU, 

Shaker Square and RTA 
• Refinished Kitchens 
• Hardwood Floors 
• Parking 
• Laundry Facilities 
• Dishwasher and Disposal 

 

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 

superbly 
maintained 

and well 
located 

apartments!” 

HEIGHTS SENIORS

Amy Jenkins

Cleveland Heights Meals on Wheels 
began in 1978 as a cooperative  
effort between local churches and 
the Cleveland Heights Office on Ag-
ing. The program’s volunteers deliver 
meals to Cleveland Heights senior 
residents. A few of the original vol-
unteers have remained active in the 
organization for all of its 30-plus years.
 O n e  o f  t h e s e  d e d i c a t e d 
volunteers is Mary Sayre. Active 
since 1982, she has delivered meals, 
acted as volunteer coordinator, 
served on the board of directors, 
and held every office, including 
president. Volunteers l ike her 
are the heart of this organization 

CH Senior Center News
that continues to serve seniors in 
Cleveland Heights.
 Mea ls a re prepared at the 
McGregor Home, heated a nd 
packaged at Fairmount Presbyterian 
Church, and delivered around the 
noon hour on most weekdays. The 
cost for a hot meal and a cold lunch 
delivered together is $6.25 per day 
and you must be at home to receive 
your meal. For more information 
about the program, call 216-691-7379 
or e-mail ajenkins@clvhts.com. A 
social worker will return your call 
and help you sign up.
 The Cleveland Heights Senior 
Activity Center (SAC), located 
in the CH Community Center 
at 1 Monticel lo Blvd., offers a 

wide variety of programming for 
Cleveland Heights residents 60 and 
older, and is open Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 A complete schedule of programs 
is published in the community 
center’s newsletter, which is available 
at Cleveland Heights City Hall,  
local libraries, the community center 
and online at www.clevelandheights.
com. For more information and 
to register for any program, call  
216-691-7377.

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the CH 
Office on Aging and the Senior Activity 
Center. She can be reached at 216-691-7379 
or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvhts.com.

Senior Citizen 
Happenings
Senior Citizen Happenings, sponsored 
by the City of University Heights, are 
open to all senior citizens. Events 
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
in Council Chambers at University 
Heights City Hall. To receive the 
monthly schedule by e-mail, call 216-
932-7800, ext. 205, or send an e-mail 
to info@universityheights.com.
Nov. 3: Farida Ejaz, Ph.D., senior 
research scientist at Benjamin Rose 
Institute on Aging, will present 
an overview of financial wellness 
for the elderly, and strategies for 
avoiding elder f inancia l abuse.  
His talk will include a Q-and-A 
session, and acknowledge the 
interplay of financial wellness, health 
and family relationships.
Nov. 10: Caitlin Browdie, M.A., will 
ref lect on her recently completed 
two-year experience as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Paraguay. There, her 
f luency in Spanish and master’s 
degree in g loba l  interact ions 
and international relations, from 
Cleveland State University, helped 
facilitate her understanding of Latin 
America’s history, culture and destiny.
Nov. 17: Instrumenta l ists and 
vocalists from the Cleveland Institute 
of Music will perform.
Nov. 24: Thanksgiving Day. No 
senior citizen meeting today, but 
much for which to be grateful.

Longtime Meals on Wheels volunteer Mary Sayre.
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12502 Larchmere 
(216) 791-0918 

www.feliceurbancafe.com 

 

Seasonally crafted menu and 
fine cocktails in a cozy setting 

 
 

french FRIES

CROSS-EYED
you’ll go

DELICIOUS

Best French Fries in NE Ohio 
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family 
Friendly Restaurant

so
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S’Wonderful Gifts 
Fun & Fancy Gifts, Jewelry, Cards & More 

2254 LEE ROAD, 
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118 

216-505-5469 
WE-TH: 11-5, FR: 11-6, SA: 10-6, SU: 12-4 

 

THE GIFTS YOU WANT TO GIVE, THE GIFTS THEY WANT TO GET! 

 

S’WONDERFUL GIFTS -- THE MOST UNIQUE AND CHARMING 
HOLIDAY GIFTS, CARDS, AND ORNAMENTS IN CLEVELAND! 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 

ORNAMENTS 

GIFTS FOR MEN 
 

 

GIFTS FOR WOMEN 
 

 

 

GIFTS FOR 
KIDS 

 

FUN 
STUFF 

 

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106  (216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!
Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .eps

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist

9 a.m.      Holy Eucharist 

10 a.m. Christian Formation for All Ages

11:15 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
                   Morning Prayer (2nd Sunday)

5 p.m.      Choral Evensong, as scheduled

SundAy WorSHiP & CHriStiAn ForMAtion

Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols
Sunday, december 4

4:30 p.m. Handbell Prelude
      5:00 p.m. Service of Lessons & Carols
A gem of the Anglican choral tradition, this service leads us into the season of light 
and expectation, featuring readings for Advent and anthems by the Senior, Children’s, 
Youth and Handbell Choirs of St. Paul’s Church. Free ‑ no reservations needed.

the rev. Jeanne Leinbach, Rector  •  Karel Paukert, Organist‑Choirmaster  
Dr. Steven Plank, Associate Organist‑Choirmaster  

dr. richard nelson, Director of Children’s & Youth Choirs   
Lois davis, Handbell Choir Director

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Melissa McClelland

Growing up with a dad who owned a 
salvage yard, and with a large farm in 
the family, Dee Coker began repair-
ing and making metal items at an 
early age. He learned to repair parts 
by straightening them or to forge 
new ones when necessary. Those 
early skills led him to an interest in 
making knives.
 About a year and a half ago, 
Coker forged a new partnership 
with his personal trainer, Al Stokes 
Sr. They already had another close 
bond; Coker is Stokes’ pastor. The 
two knew they could work well to-
gether and complement each other. 
At first Coker made the knives and 
Stokes made the wooden items they 
sold: cutting boards, knife handles 
and rolling carts. They now each 
do both the metal and woodwork; 
Stokes handles the custom etching.
 The pair began selling their 
wares on Etsy and locally at spots 
such as the Cleveland Flea. Then the 
opportunity arose to open a brick-
and-mortar store in the iconic Rock-
efeller Building at Lee and Mayfield 

roads. By mid-August, the two had 
outfitted a calm, light-filled space 
at 2495 Lee Blvd., called Cleveland 
Cuts. There, they offer a selection 
of their knives, cutting boards, and 
the rolling carts and tables they also 
create. The store features comple-
mentary items, including aprons 
and knife rolls, and the pair plan 
to include some locally produced, 
shelf-stable food items, which will 
enable them to craft customized 
gift packages.

 A Cleveland Cuts knife begins as 
a strip of high-carbon steel from Ad-
miral Steel in Alsip, Ill. It is shaped 
by a process called stock removal, in 
which unneeded areas are eliminated 
by grinding. Once the blade is in the 
desired shape, the piece is sent to 
Kowalski Heat Treating, on Detroit 
Avenue in the Detroit Shoreway 
neighborhood, to be hardened and 
tempered. These two treatments give 
the blade strength, and also prevent 
the steel from becoming brittle. The 

blade comes back to the shop where 
it is fitted with a unique handle, made 
from a variety of woods, and even 
antler. Once a customer picks a knife, 
it is then sharpened. Cleveland Cuts 
sharpens using only a whetstone, 
never a grinder. To further personal-
ize the knife, the customer can have 
it etched with a name or personal 
symbol. 
 Coker and Stokes are happy to 
make custom orders. A knife is often 
such a personal and long-lasting item 
that some customers want specific 
lengths or handles. In addition, they 
offer knife sharpening and etching for 
customers’ existing knives.
 The store is open Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., and by appointment. The pair 
is happy to interrupt their time mak-
ing knives and wooden items to meet 
with customers and discuss their 
individual needs.

Melissa McClelland is a photo stylist and 
contributor to Edible Cleveland. She lives 
in Cleveland Heights with her husband, 
Len Mastri, a retired commercial pho-
tographer.

Cleveland Cuts sets up shop in the Rockefeller Building

Cleveland Cuts opened in August at 2495 Lee Blvd.
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James Henke

Revolution Books, located on May-
field Road near Coventry Road, 
closed on Oct. 23. According to the 
people who work there, the closing 
of the store—owned by the Revo-
lutionary Communist Party—had 
nothing to do with poor sales or 
other problems.
 Instead, they said, they want 
to spend more time spreading the 
word about a Communist revolu-
tion to the people of Cleveland.
 Lee Thompson, one of the 
store’s workers, said, “We cannot do 
all of that and maintain the store.”
 Revolution Books had been in 
Cleveland Heights for 33 years. The 
store, an Ohio-based corporation, 
had no single specific owner and did 
not make a profit. All of its workers 
were volunteers.
 The people at the store said 
they want to spread the word about 
two new statements released by the 
Central Committee of the Revolu-

tionary Communist Party: “How 
We Can Win—How We Can Re-
ally Make Revolution,” and “Time 
to Get Organized for an Actual 
Revolution.” They also want to get 
the word out about a new book by 
Communist Party leader Bob Ava-
kian, The New Communism.
 In addition, they want to bring 
attention to the charges against 
Gregory “Joey” Johnson, who was 
arrested after burning a U.S. f lag at 
the Republican National Conven-
tion in Cleveland earlier this year. 
According to a statement released 
by Revolution Books, “We are going 
to meet the counter-revolutionary 
assaults on the RNC 16 with more 
revolution, in the political arena 
and in the legal arena.”

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights 
resident, was a writer and editor at 
Rolling Stone magazine for 15 years. 
He is also the author of several books, 
including biographies of Jim Morrison, 
John Lennon and Bob Marley.

Revolution Books closes after 33 years

Revolution Books on Mayfield Road closed for business on Oct. 23.
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

James Henke

On Oct. 29, Simply Michele’s Cookies 
& Cupcake Boutique opened at 2265 
Lee Road, in the space previously 
occupied by Shawn Paul Salon (which 
moved to larger quarters in the 
Heights Rockefeller Building). The 
Cleveland Heights bakery is the 
latest location in a chain of three; the 
other two are in Garfield Heights and 
Warrensville Heights.
 Simply Michele’s sells cupcakes 
and cookies, as well as ice-cream 
sandwiches and other products 
made from vanilla, chocolate and 
strawberry ice cream. In the summer, 
it will sell milkshakes as well. The 
bakery also offers Garrett’s Popcorn, 
made in Chicago, and assorted 
pastries, cheesecakes and mini-cakes, 
and custom cakes that are made-to-
order.
 O w n e r  S t a c e y  M i c h e l e 
Stoudemire, 43, bestowed her middle 
name on her bakeries. She grew up in 
Cleveland and moved to Cleveland 
Heights with her family when she 
was 16. Stoudemire graduated from 

Heights High in 1990.
 In 2010, when Stoudemire’s son 
graduated from Heights High, she 
received a Legacy Award from the 
school, commemorating the fact 
that both she and her son graduated 
from Heights High. She now lives in 
the Mill Creek section of Cleveland, 
an area surrounded by preserved 
parklands.
 Stoudemire started cooking 
when she was a young child. “My 
grandmother taught me how to 
cook,” she said. “I also would watch 

Julia Child on PBS. So I have been 
cooking for most of my life.”
 In February 1998, Stoudemire 
started Simply Elegant Catering. 
“We do catering for a lot of nonprofit 
organizations, and we a lso do 
corporate catering,” she said.
 In 2007, at age 34, Stoudemire 
had a heart attack. Many other 
members of her family had also had 
heart attacks, and that prompted 
her to change the food she made, 
especially for Simply Elegant. “I 
adjusted to a heart-healthy menu,” 

she said. “I got rid of pork, sodium, 
salt and a lot of processed foods.”
 On Dec. 18, 2014, she opened 
the first Simply Michele’s in Garfield 
Heights. “It really came out of my 
catering business,” she said. “I had 
started making cupcakes, and I 
thought it would be great to have 
a place that sold the cookies and 
cupcakes.”
 Her Warrensville Heights shop 
opened exactly a year later, on Dec. 
18, 2015.
 She decided to open a shop in 
Cleveland Heights because “there 
were no stores [in the city] that 
specialized in cupcakes or cookies,” 
explained Stoudemire.
 While her first two bake shops 
opened on the same December date, 
Stoudemire said that she “didn’t want 
to wait until December to open the 
Cleveland Heights store.”
 Over the years, Stoudemire has 
won many awards for her cooking. In 
2015, she won a City of Cleveland Black 
History Month Award for her work, 
and in 2014, she won a Garfield Heights 
Distinguished New Business Award.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights 
resident, was a writer and editor at 
Rolling Stone magazine for 15 years. 
He is also the author of several books, 
including biographies of Jim Morrison, 
John Lennon and Bob Marley.

Cookie and cupcake shop opens on Lee Road

Stacey Stoudemire, owner of Simply 
Michele’s.

A sampling of the cupcakes that are sold at Simply Michele’s.

$20 adults | $10 students
$15 each seniors and groups of 10+

216.795.3211 or cim.edu

NOVEMBER 9-12, 2016
7:30PM | KULAS HALL

PUCCINI’S

OPERA THEATER

MENOTTI’S

Suor Angelica

 Sister 
Angelica

              
Amelia al ballo

              

Amelia 
Goes to the Ball
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Local
FOR THE HOLIDAYS AT
CEDAR FAIRMOUNT

Businesses
Saturday, November 26th  

Store Specials!

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/CEDARFAIRMOUNT

More Info:
 @ WWW.CEDARFAIRMOUNT.ORG 

OR 216 791-3172

• Ten Thousand Villages • Appletree 
Books • Cedar Fairmount Antiques 

• Dave’s Market Gift Baskets
• Wanderlust Jewelers 

• Pavilion Home & Floral

• Abstract • A Hair Design 
• CL Barber Salon • Fairmount Massage 

• Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts 
• White Cloud Pilates Studio

• Aladdin’s Eatery • Barrios 
• Bruegger’s Bagels • Buffalo Wild 

Wings • Liquid Planet 
• Luna Bakery & Cafe • Nighttown 
Restaurant • Starbucks • Subway 

• The Fairmount • Vero Bistro

Gifts from

Beauty & Wellness
Gift Certificates 

Dining Gift Certificates
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Lynn B. Johnson

Music therapist Ronna Kaplan, who 
was born, and grew up, in Cleveland 
Heights, has a Heights teacher to 
thank for leading her to her profession.
 “My senior year at Heights 
High,” recalled Kaplan, “we had a 
new band director named Robert 
Bergantino. When it was my turn to 
audition, he asked about my career 
aspirations. I said I wanted to go into 
a social service field and he said, ‘You 
should be a music therapist.’”
 “Then, my mom told me that 
they had music therapy at The Music 
Settlement (TMS). She knew that 
because she’d been driving me to 
the Settlement for flute, theory and 
piano lessons since I was 10, and she 
often read the course catalog while 
she waited,” said Kaplan.
 Louise Steele Markland, who 
became Kaplan’s mentor and super-
visor, had started working at TMS 
three years earlier. “My senior year, 
I observed her and talked with her. 
Louise actually introduced me to the 
head of the music therapy (MT) pro-
gram at Michigan State University, 

Barbie Estrada

Every holiday season offers op-
portunities to share family stories 
across the generations. On Nov. 
12 , from 10:30 a .m. to 4 p.m., 
Lake Erie Ink wil l explore the 
art of storytelling with kids of all 
ages. Using family stories as the 
inspiration for the day’s interac-
tive workshops, participants will 
engage with guest artists from the 
Cleveland Association of Black 
Storytellers (CABS) and Ground-
Works DanceTheater.
 At 10:30 a.m., Eris Eady, artist, 
poet and CABS member, will share 
her secrets for keeping an audience 
intrigued. She will help attendees 
craft their stories into tales that can 
be shared for years.
 Pizza will be served at 12:30 p.m.
 At 1 p.m., GroundWorks Dance-
Theater will present a program 
about dance as a form of story-
telling. Using family stories as a 
guide, participants will learn basic 
dance elements while responding 

which is where I ended up going to 
school,” Kaplan said.
 Kaplan moved back to the 
Heights after completing her school-
ing and internship, and started work-
ing part time at TMS in 1988, when 
her children—Erin Cochran, now 
of Portland, Ore., and Zach Davis, 
of Cleveland Heights—were both in 
elementary school.

to prompts, and create 
their own original dances. 
No dance experience is 
required.
 Both workshops 
w i l l  be  he ld  at  2 843 
Washington Blvd. (the 
Coventry School build-
ing ), and famil ies are 
encouraged to attend 
together. For more infor-
mation, and to register 
(there is a fee for each 
workshop), visit www.
lakeerieink.org.
 Lake Erie Ink: a 

writing space for youth is a non-
profit organization that provides 
creative expression opportunities 
and academic support to youth in 
the Greater Cleveland community.  

Barbie Estrada is a staff member at Lake 
Erie Ink.

 “Louise sought me out to work 
for her, which was validating,” Ka-
plan said. “She was a leader in our 
profession and her work was ground-
breaking; plus, she was the director 
of the first community-based music 
therapy program in the country, 
which was founded at The Music 
Settlement in 1966.”
 Since 2004, Kaplan has served as 
chair of the Center for Music Ther-
apy at The Music Settlement. She is 
proud of the organization’s contribu-
tions to the profession over the past 
50 years: “We’ve trained interns and 
supervised students, helping to pre-
pare subsequent generations of music 
therapists. We have contributed to 
the body of literature regarding MT, 

both in MT journals and journals or 
organizations of related professions. 
Plus, we’ve been a model for other 
like institutions.”
 TMS will celebrate the 50th an-
niversary of its pioneering Center 
for Music Therapy with an evening 
of events on Monday, Nov. 7. Tickets 
are available online at www.themusic-
settlement.org/golden. People with spe-
cial needs, along with their families 
and caregivers, are also welcome to 
attend the free (with RSVP) Arts for 
Us Concert on Sunday, Nov. 6: visit 
www.themusicsettlement.org/50years for 
more information.
 As she embarks on the start of 
the next 50 years of music therapy 
at TMS, Kaplan looks forward to 
the continuing diversification of the 
Center for Music Therapy’s thera-
pists, clientele and funding sources, 
and to providing more opportunities 
for intentional inclusion for clients 
with special needs.
 “We’ll continue to cultivate new 
outreach partnerships in the com-
munity, and to sustain the long-term 
ones,” said Kaplan. “We are seeking 
more diverse partnerships, especially 
to tie-in to our upcoming west-side 
campus. Additionally, we’ll continue 
to seek alternate funding sources to 
help the people who need our ser-
vices the most.”

Lynn B. Johnson is the director of market-
ing and communications for The Music 
Settlement.

CH’s Ronna Kaplan impacts lives through music therapy

Ronna Kaplan is chair of the Center for Music Therapy at The Music Settlement, the first community-
based music therapy program in the country.

Eris Eady, poet and storyteller, is a featured guest artist at 
Lake Erie Ink’s family storytelling workshop on Nov. 12.

13410 Cedar Road ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com 

November Hours: 
10am-5pm Daily  ▪  Closed Thanksgiving Day 

After Thanksgiving: 
Mon-Fri 10am-7pm ▪ Sat 9am-6pm ▪ Sun 10am-5pm 

November 19-20 
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Lake Erie Ink will host Nov. 12  
storytelling workshops for families

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS!  

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS  

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

Bill Ayers  
Demand the 
Impossible: 
A Radical             
Manifesto 

Fri Oct 28th 7pm  
     @ 2728 Lancashire Rd 

Unitarian Church  
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Mary Ryan

Part of Heights Arts’s mission as a 
community nonprofit is to showcase 
and support our region’s artists, 
whether they are visual, literary 
or musical. Northeast Ohio—and 
particularly Cleveland Heights—is 
a hotbed of creative talent.
 This season, Heights Arts hosts 
its largest holiday store since it first 
opened its doors on Lee Road as a 
pop-up gallery in 2001. Beginning 
on Friday, Nov. 4, and running 
through Dec. 30, the store will be 
filled with a broad selection of gift-
able art—ceramics, glass, jewelry, 
painting, printmaking, photogra-
phy, fiber works, artist tees, paper 
crafts and handmade holiday cards, 
as well as artisan items for the home 
and for the littlest ones in the fam-

ily (not to mention poetry chap-
books and CDs from Cleveland 
musicians). That’s one long list, but 
it is a ref lection of the depth and 
variety of local talent as the Heights 
Arts Holiday Store fills the entire 
gallery space with works from more 
than 80 artists.
 Here is sampling of what’s new 
to the Holiday Store this year: greet-
ing cards and artwork by Cleveland 
Heights illustrator Jamey Christoph; 
eco-printed scarves by fiber artist 
Christine Mauersberger; modern, 
copper jewelry by Jessica Kayse 
of Souls Repurpose; hand-felted 
animals and ornaments by Ninna 
Nanna; and hand-knit accessories 
and wall hangings by Maria Ianaro.
 Local, handmade items continu-
ally arrive throughout December, 
so visitors are encouraged to return 
and support local artists with their 
holiday purchases. 

 Special seasonal shopping days 
include Small Business Saturday on 
Nov. 26, at which Heights Arts will 
pamper post-Thanksgiving shoppers 
with refreshments, complimentary 
gift-wrapping, and the chance to 
win a gift basket filled with artisan 
goodies.
 The 15th Annual Holiday Store 
is open seven days a week through 
December, with participating art-
ists volunteering their time to help 
patrons in the gallery and share 

information about their craft. 
 A Heights Arts members-only 
preview is Friday, Nov. 4, 5–7 p.m., 
with a public reception to follow, 7–9 
p.m. the same evening.
 For further information on com-
munity programs, upcoming events 
and the 15th annual Heights Arts 
Holiday Store, visit www.heightsarts.
org or call 216-371-3457.

Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts, a 
nonprofit community arts organization.

Heights Arts Holiday Store celebrates 15 years of showcasing local artists

Heights Arts Holiday Store, at 2175 Lee Road, will open for the season on Nov. 4
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Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call Jared Lavender

Learn how to heal 
yourself with Reiki

Heal Aches & Pains
Reduce Stress & Increase Energy

Call or click for more info:
216.408.5578

LovingHandsYoga.com

 

“Best of the Heights” 
Award Winner

Reiki is harmless, non-toxic 
and non-invasive

T H E

� � � � � � � • � � � � �

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone-oven.com

All Stone Oven breads are hearth-baked fresh daily 
and made with all natural ingredients. They make 
the perfect compliment for your holiday feast.

Looking for crust in 
all the right places...

Jonathan Wilhelm

Peter and the Starcatcher, which won 
five Tony Awards, returns to Dobama 
Theatre for the 2016 holiday season. 
The Plain Dealer named last year’s 
Dobama production of Starcatcher 
one of the Top 10 Theater Produc-
tions of 2015, and it was an enormous 
hit with children of all ages.
 Starcatcher, a prequel to James 
M. Barrie’s immortal Peter Pan, finds 
13-year-old Molly Aster in the com-
pany of pirates, a giant crocodile, 
and some unusual singing mermaids. 
Adventures abound as Molly and 
three orphan boys (one of whom 
is the future Peter Pan) attempt to 
return a trunk of precious “starstuff” 
to her father as the pirate captain 
Black Stache and his sidekick, Smee, 
pursue them.
 A dozen actors will portray more 
than 100 characters using talent, 
theatrical magic and the limitless 
possibilities of imagination. Among 
the returning cast members are au-
dience favorites Christopher Bohan 
as Black Stache, Andrew Gorell as 
Smee, Luke Wehner as Peter and 

Molly Israel as Molly.  
 Adapted by Rick Elice from 
a series of young adult novels by 
Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson, 
Starcatcher will be directed this year 
by Melissa Crum, based on Dobama 
Artistic Director Nathan Motta’s 
original production.
 Peter and the Starcatcher runs 
Dec. 2–31, with five performances 
each week, including Saturday 
matinees and special matinee per-
formances on Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve. At a special preview 
performance on Dec. 1, at 7:30 p.m., 
all seats will be $10, general admis-
sion.
 Children and adults are encour-
aged to visit the Pirate Dress-Up 
Station in Dobama’s lobby prior 
to the performance. For more in-
formation and to purchase tickets, 
visit www.dobama.org or call the 
box office at 216-932-3396. Dobama 
Theatre is located at 2340 Lee Road 
in Cleveland Heights.  

Jonathan Wilhelm is the associate man-
aging director of Dobama Theatre.

Luke Wehner as Peter in Peter and the Starcatcher, opening Dec. 1
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Peter and the Starcatcher returns 
to Dobama for the 2016 holidays
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tribution to that effort was to turn 
off the heat. That was tolerable in 
November. Not so much in Decem-
ber and January.
 City Hall, which we’d called to 
complain, did send out an inspec-
tor—after tipping off the building’s 
owner. A guy came out and placed 
a meter near a radiator. The owner 
turned on the heat from 9 to 11 a.m. 
and 9 to 11 p.m., and that provided 
enough heat to fulfill the city’s re-
quirements.
 But it didn’t heat the place, 
and by midnight, inside the apart-
ment was almost as cold as outside. 
I would walk home from playing 
music at, for instance, La Cave, the 
folk club at the western edge of 
University Circle, or Farragher’s, on 
Taylor Road near Superior, at 1 a.m., 
in 20-degree weather, and with my 
coat, hat, gloves and boots still on, 
lay down on the couch under some 
thin blanket and try to sleep.
 I couldn’t take it anymore by 
mid-February and I took off for New 
York City, determined to make it big 
in the music business. I lived pretty 
much the same way in NYC for a 
while. Things got better eventually. 
But five years later, in 1972, I found 
myself back in Cleveland Heights. I 
noticed that Coventry Road, which 
had first changed from old, Eastern-
European Jewish food stores of all 
kinds to rustic hippie head shops, had 

now replaced those hippie stores with 
fancier gift shops.
 I also saw that the big apartment 
building where they’d tried to freeze 
out the hippies was gone, that space 
just a patch of grass (today it’s a park-
ing lot).
 The Jewish restaurants, except 
for the legendary Irv’s (legendary for 
things other than its cuisine), were 
gone, too, but I discovered Tommy’s, 
then a seven-seat counter in the 
rear of Ace Drugs, with a kid, Tom 
Fello, making just a few types of  
sandwiches, but writing the names 
of customers’ invented dishes on the 
mirror behind the counter.
 The tiny restaurant was brand-
new that summer. I made up a 
sandwich of my own—a spinach pie 
with mushrooms, vegetables and 
sesame sauce—and called it the DB, 
which Tommy wrote on the mirror. 
Today, 46 years later, the DB is still 
on Tommy’s menu. And though 
I’ve eaten at Tommy’s at least 7,000 
times—literally—that day in ’72 was 
the only time I’ve ever eaten that 
sandwich. I didn’t like it. But appar-
ently others have, for it has stood the 
test of time. And why not? I mean, 
what is it—chopped liver?

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

and rely on them. Each of us knew 
of someplace to tell others to go for 
food and shelter.
 That was at the beginning. The 
system broke down fairly quickly, 
though, with the movement split-
ting into many factions—drug-users, 
political radicals, religion-seekers, 
peace-and-love activists, peace-and-
love non-activists, and others. Not to 
mention undercover-cop infiltrators. 
But Cleveland—with a high (so to 
speak) concentration in Cleveland 
Heights, and specifically in the 
Coventry area—played host to all of 
them. And the adjacent University 
Circle, like almost all college campus 
areas, had its share as well.
 I lived for a while in a large 
apartment complex at the corner 
of Euclid Heights Boulevard and 
Lancashire Road. Each apartment 
included three bedrooms, plus a 
sunroom with a hidden Murphy bed, 
where you’d open a fake wall and pull 
down the bed; and a living room, or, 
in other words, another bedroom. So 
10 or 12 people could easily stay in 
one unit. Rent was probably around 
$120 a month, so that could break 
down to as little as $10 a month per 
person. Many of the Coventry-area 
apartments were like that.
 The city of Cleveland Heights 
and almost everyone in it who wasn’t 
a hippie tried various ways to get rid 
of us. My apartment building’s con-

Euclid Heights Boulevard freeze-out
SONGS AND 
STORIES

David Budin

I grew up near Coventry Road, on 
Belmar. In the 1950s, my family 
would often walk up to one of the del-
is on Coventry for dinner—especially 
Benky’s, which later became Irv’s. 
Irv’s is a story unto itself, but not for 
right now. At Benky’s, and then Irv’s, 
I usually ordered a chopped liver 
sandwich. I know, I know. But I grew 
up on that and I liked it.
 In November 1967, when I was 
18, I stopped eating chopped liver, 
because I became what I still am 
today, which I describe as a “non-
practicing vegetarian.” Because I 
was (and am) a hippie. I lived in 
a series of crash pads with other 
young hippies, in the Coventry area. 
Though all of us hippies knew each 
other (whether we actually knew 
each other or not), and we all helped 
each other in any way we could, no 
other people treated us kindly, and 
the area was not hospitable to us.
 But the hippie movement, at 
least in the beginning, was tribal. You 
could go anywhere in the country and 
if you saw people who looked like 
you, you knew you could trust them 

HEIGHTS ARTS

Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM

This year, give a gift of therapeutic laughter compiled with loving care right  
here in Cleveland Heights. Funny Times has been entertaining a large  
national audience for over 30 years. 

24 pages of ad-free humor, politics and 
fun delivered right to your doorstep, 
whether that’s on Scarborough 
or in Scottsdale, on Meadow-
brook or in Montreal.

Don’t know us? You should. 
Stop in for a free issue and 
check out some of our funny 
T-shirts and gifts.  

Locally grown and nationally 
known  — FUNNY TIMES.

SHOP LOCAL!

2176 Lee Road … right upstairs from Heights Music Shop.

find us 
on 
facebook

available
on iTunes
& amazon
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HEIGHTS ARTS

www.judsonsmartliving.org

Bringing Community to Life  
at Judson Park’s Ambler Court

Since 1906, Judson has been forward thinking and compassionate about providing 
choices within a continuing care retirement community setting. Judson now offers 
Ambler Court - a newly remodeled assisted living neighborhood with signature 
programing and care in a specially designed environment.  
Ambler Court provides:
•	 As much independence as you’d like, knowing that personalized care and a 

vibrant	lifestyle	are	available	at	your	fingertips
•	 The convenience of many services under one roof, including a full service spa, 

restaurants,	 libraries,	 recreational	 facilities,	 fitness	 center,	 social	 gathering	
areas, health clinic and many more

•	 The sense of community that develops from the company of like-minded 
neighbors	and	the	many	benefits	of	socialization

Located in the quiet neighborhood of Chestnut Hills in Cleveland Heights, Judson 
Park is just minutes away from all that University Circle offers and world-class 
healthcare at Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals.
For more information or to arrange a visit, please call (216) 791-2004.

James Henke

Music has been an important part 
of Christopher Auerbach-Brown’s 
life since he was in second grade. 
That was when he started taking 
guitar lessons from his father. Now, 
nearly 40 years later, Auerbach-
Brown’s life focuses on music. 
 He is a sound artist and com-
poser, and a member of Trepan-
ning Trio, an acoustic instrumental 
group that has released three CDs, 
and the Quiet Trance Ensemble, 
a group that holds community 

Melanie Emig and Matt Flynn

Venice, where East meets West, was 
one of the world’s greatest artistic 
centers that fostered geniuses of 
Western art music, such as Monte-
verdi and Vivaldi. Simultaneously, 
the city was alive with the sounds 
of Sephardic romances, dances by 
Jewish composer Salamone Rossi, 
and Arab improvisations. Cleveland 
Heights-based Apollo’s Fire contin-
ues its 25th-anniversary season with 
an eclectic program that celebrates 
the sounds of the City of Water, Love 
in Venice.
 Apollo’s Fire musicians Olivier 
Brault and Kathie Stewart lead the 
ensemble in Vivaldi’s Autumn violin 
concerto and LaNotte flute concerto. 
Sopranos Amanda Powell and Erica 
Schuller and tenor Owen McIntosh 
sing Monteverdi’s timeless love duets 
that remind us that love knows no 
ethnic boundaries.
 The program will be performed 
on Nov. 18 and 19, at 8 p.m., at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal in Cleveland 
Heights. Information and tickets are 
available at www.apollosfire.org or by 
calling the box office at 216-320-0012.

Melanie Emig is the box office associate 
and Matt Flynn is the marketing manager 
at Apollo’s Fire.

improvisation evenings. He is also 
the conductor of the Amati Cham-
ber Orchestra, a string ensemble 
at The Music Settlement, and he 
has taught music classes at vari-
ous schools in the Cleveland area, 
including The Music Settlement, 
Lakeland Community College and 
the Cleveland Institute of Art.
 Auerbach-Brown was named a 
Creative Workforce Fellow at the 
beginning of 2016 by the Com-
munity Partnership for Arts and 
Culture (CPAC). “It’s basically a 
project-based grant,” he explained. 
“You propose an artistic project 
that can connect you to the Cleve-
land community.” His project was 
musical performances that combine 
experimental music with audience 
involvement. “We did a show at 
Spaces in September,” he said. ”We 
asked people to bring something 
to the show that could make noise, 
and we figured out how to incorpo-
rate their sounds into our music.”
 Auerbach-Brown, 46, was born 
in Rochester, N.Y. When he was 3, 
his family moved to Geneva, in the 
Finger Lakes section of central New 
York. He stopped taking guitar les-

sons from his father when he was 
in fifth grade; three years later, he 
started singing in his school choir. 
“I took a state-mandated, musical-
aptitude test,” he said, “and my 
score was very, very high.”
 As a result, he started playing 
French horn, and then saxophone, 
about six months later. “When 
I was in high school,” he said, “I 
learned how to play about 10 instru-
ments.” 
 After graduating from high 
school, Auerbach-Brown attended 
Ithaca College, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in music compo-
sition. “During my freshman year, 
I took some group-composition 
classes and really learned the basics 
about writing music,” he said. “I 
really got into composition.”
 He then came to Cleveland, 
where he received a master’s degree 
in music composition at the Cleve-
land Institute of Music. “A profes-
sor at Ithaca recommended that I 
go there,” he said. “And it was really 
great. I studied with Donald Erb, 
who was an American composer 
who did large, orchestral works.”
 Auerbach-Brown current ly 

lives in Cleveland Heights. His 
wife, the former Deby Auerbach, 
is from here. (When they married 
in 1997, they decided to hyphenate 
their last names.) They have two 
children, Caleb, 13, and Caroline, 
10. They also have a cat, Isabel, who 
Auerbach-Brown says is like a guard 
dog. “If a stranger comes onto our 
property,” he said, “Isabel starts 
acting like a dog.”
 Cleveland Heights seems like 
a good fit for Auerbach-Brown. “I 
like the community feel here,” he 
said. “It’s a very multi-cultural com-
munity, and it’s close to University 
Circle, which I love. And there are 
a lot of creative people here. It’s a 
strong artistic community.”
 More information is available 
on Auerbach-Brown’s website, 
www.auerbachbrown.com. 

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, was a writer and editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also 
the author of several books, including 
biographies of Jim Morrison, John Len-
non and Bob Marley. He is on the board 
of FutureHeights, and is co-chair of the 
Heights Observer Advisory Committee.

Auerbach-Brown is a 2016 Creative Workforce Fellow

Christopher Auerbach-Brown
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Apollo’s Fire 
performs Love 
in Venice

Support our  
local merchants.
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OPI Avojuice Hand and Body Lotion. Protect 
yourself from the dry, cold air this winter. 
($3.00, Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa)

Deluxe Shaving Mug Soap. For the gentle-
man who appreciates a shave with a classic 
safety razor. ($3.00, Quintana’s Barber & 
Dream Spa)

Therapy Bath Bomb. For those who like to 
indulge in a long, steamy soak. ($3.50, 
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa)

Wine glass cradle/holder and all etched 
glasses. ($10.00 each, Cleveland Cuts) 5

Blown-glass swirled bowls in a variety of 
sizes add a festive touch to any setting, by 
Shayna Roth Pentecost. ($40.00 and up, 
Heights Arts) 7

Old-world Christmas glass ornaments. 
($6.99 to $18.99, Bremec on the Heights 
Garden Center)

Cleveland Snow scented candle. Send the 
fresh scent of Cleveland Snow to out-of-town 
friends and family. ($12.00 to $20.00 
depending on size, The Cleveland Candle 
Co.) 8

CLE Magic scented candle. Bring the magic 
of Cleveland into your home with this warm, 
inviting scent. ($12.00 to $20.00 depending 
on size, The Cleveland Candle Co.)

Find something for 
everyone on your list at 
the many independent 
merchants in the Heights. 
Most will gift wrap or ship 
your items, too. Here are 
some of our favorites:

STOCKING STUFFERS ($10 OR LESS)

Assorted handmade soaps, made by people 
of the marginalized Harijan community in a 
village in Tamil Nadu region, southeastern 
India. ($5.00, Ten Thousand Villages) 1

Quotable notebooks with letterpress covers 
to inspire and engage, from fourfishink. 
($8.00 each, Heights Arts)

Wood and metal magnets celebrate our 
town. ($5.00 each, Heights Arts)

Adult coloring books. ($7.99, S’Wonderful 
Gifts) 2

In Case of Emojincy adhesive bandages. 
($5.95, S’Wonderful Gifts)

Spinster Sister soaps. ($9.95, S’Wonderful 
Gifts) 

Curly Girl Design chocolate bars. ($6.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Blue Q humorous socks. ($9.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Lil’ tweet hook. ($8.00, 
Revive Eco-Boutique) 3

True Stories Volume One 
and True Stories Volume 
Two by Derf Backderf. Col-
lections of Derf’s City comic 
strip. ($5.99 each, Mac’s 
Backs Books on Coventry) 4

2016 Holiday Gift Guide

Square floral notepad. ($8.00, Mavec  
Collections pop-up shop, located above  
Eastwood Furniture, 3451 Fairmount Blvd.) 

GIFTS LESS THAN $50

Wines by the bottle, featuring pictures of 
Cleveland, including the limited release Cleve-
land Rocks Christmas Red, available now. 
($25.00 and less, CLE Urban Winery) 6

Enjoy holiday cheer with ceramic mugs 
handcrafted by William Brouillard and 
Susan Gallagher. ($30.00 to $40.00 each, 
Heights Arts)

Charm-It jewelry. (Necklaces: $10.00 
to $12.00; Bracelets: $7.00 to $12.00; 
Charms: $6.00; S’Wonderful Gifts)

Live poinsettias. ($7.99 and up, Bremec on 
the Heights Garden Center)

Vintage 45-rpm record clock. ($33.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Loop candle holder. ($35.95, S’Wonderful 
Gifts)

Cupcake bath bombs. ($12.25 to $12.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Puzzle-pieces wooden cutting board. Made 
in Indonesia by the Mitra Bali artisan group, 
this cutting board is designed as four sepa-
rate pieces that fit together for a presenta-
tion that is whimsical and fun. ($39.99, Ten 
Thousand Villages)

“The King” scented candle with hand-paint-
ed jar. Named after Cleveland’s own NBA 
hero and filled with the signature scent “Hot 
Man.” ($18.00, The Cleveland Candle Co.)

1

8

4

HEIGHTS HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

2

9

3

Three-piece candlestick set. Choose from more 
than 150 scents to build a custom set of 4 oz. 
jars. ($18.00, The Cleveland Candle Co.)

Foodie silicon baby bibs. ($23.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts) 9

Cooking It Up In Cleveland: A Directory of 
Illustrators. An illustrated spiral-bound cook-
book from members of the Northern Ohio 
Illustrator Society. ($15.00, Mac’s Backs 
Books on Coventry)

7

5
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Raw-silk-look poly swing jackets. (Single 
color: $88.00; reversible: $150.00; 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Custom wreaths and arrangements.  
(Prices vary, Bremec on the Heights Garden 
Center) 18

Five-piece wine set in wooden box. ($84.00, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Smoky topaz necklace set in sterling silver.  
($125.00, Ten Thousand Villages) 

Organic handwoven V-neck poncho. 
($138.00, Revive Eco-Boutique) 19

Bob Dylan: The Lyrics 1961–2012. Just in 
time, after the bard’s Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture award. Published in November 2016. 
($60.00, Mac’s Backs Books on Coventry) 
20

Murad Essential C Night Moisture.  
Replenish and nurture your skin overnight 
with this vitamin-C infused moisturizer. 
($65.00, Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa)

Gift Certificate for the Manicure and Spa 
Pedicure Package. Includes a women’s basic 
manicure and a 90-minute spa pedicure 
with therapeutic paraffin and various mineral 
scrubs. ($100.00, Quintana’s Barber & 
Dream Spa)

Aprons ($85.00), steak knives and util-
ity knives ($150.00), boning/fillet knives 
($175.00, Cleveland Cuts)

Reindeer hat. Keep baby warm in this ador-
able hand-knit hat. ($29.50, Pinwheel Kids) 
12

Archipelago Havanna or Positano Diffuser. 
Infuse any room in your house with some 
classic aromatherapy scents. ($45.00, Quin-
tana’s Barber & Dream Spa)

OPI Breakfast at Tiffany’s 4-pack. Glam up 
your nails with classic colors in OPI’S latest 
collection. ($16.00, Quintana’s Barber & 
Dream Spa) 13

Little girl floral stretchy pants. ($38.00, 
Mavec Collections pop-up shop, located 
above Eastwood Furniture, 3451 Fairmount 
Blvd.) 14

Wall-mounted wine bottle and glass holder, 
wall-mounted bottle openers, cheese boards, 
cheese knives and cutting boards. ($20.00 
to $45.00, Cleveland Cuts)

Pizza boards and pizza cutters. ($35.00 to 
$45.00, Cleveland Cuts)

The Comeback: LeBron, The Cavs & 
Cleveland. Terry Pluto writes about all the 
events leading up to the Cleveland Cavaliers 
playoffs run, the championship games and 
the celebrations afterward. ($15.95, Mac’s 
Backs Books on Coventry) 10

Fleece-lined glittens. ($29.00, Revive Eco-
Boutique) 11

CLE totes, made by Laura Jackson of Cleve-
land Recycles. ($25.00, Mac’s Backs Books 
on Coventry)

Bread boards/flights. ($20.00,  
Cleveland Cuts)

GIFTS FROM $50 TO $150

Freshwater pearl and sterling silver jewelry  
by Genevieve Schwartz. ($50.00 and up,  
Heights Arts) 15

Gift Certificate for the Dream Spa Signature 
Package. Package includes a deep-
cleansing facial to smooth and brighten 
skin, a 25-minute Swedish relaxation 
massage, a basic women’s manicure and 
Dream pedicure. ($192.00, Quintana’s 
Barber & Dream Spa)

Murad Intense Wrinkle Reducer. Defy your 
age. ($150.00, Quintana’s Barber & Dream 
Spa)

Mark Yasenchack’s ceramic mosaic wall 
plaque is inscribed with a poem on the 
back: “Far off we could see the few trees 
against the sky…” ($175.00, Heights Arts) 

One-of-a-kind necklaces by Nina’s 
Hangups. ($45.00 to $325.00, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Geometric mosaic necklace. ($207.50, 
S’Wonderful Gifts) 23

Live-edge serving tray. Each tray is uniquely 
crafted from natural wood. ($75.00, East-
wood Furniture) 21

Rocking horse. This child’s rocking horse can 
be passed down through the generations, 
with several sizes and styles to choose from. 
($137.00, Eastwood Furniture) 

Activewear leggings. ($88.00, Mavec 
Collections pop-up shop, located above 
Eastwood Furniture, 3451 Fairmount Blvd.)

12

13

10

HEIGHTS HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Giclée prints of Bonnie Dolin’s vibrant pastel 
drawings capture the vitality of Cleveland’s 
scenic neighborhoods. ($125.00 each, 
Heights Arts)

Dollhouse in a box. This 8” x 8” wooden 
dollhouse opens up to reveal rooms, stairs, 
furniture and the happy couple that lives 
there. When playtime is over, all the pieces 
fit neatly inside the box. ($55.00, Pinwheel 
Kids) 16

Vegan “leather” purses and wallets. ($22.95 
to $64.95, S’Wonderful Gifts)

Taki watches. ($105.00, S’Wonderful Gifts) 

216/CLE skyline zip-up hoodie. ($50.00, In 
The 216) 17

Woven stainless steel men’s billfold. ($74.00, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Angela O. Kyei, 
MD, MPH, FAAD 
Board Certified 
Dermatologist 

SAME-DAY	APPOINTMENTS	

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights  216-417-3250 
www. cosmodermatology.com 

Adult	and	Pediatric	Dermatology	

Hair	Loss	Center	offering	PRP	treatments	

Laser	treatments,	including	hair	removal,	
spider	veins	and	more	

11

16

14

17

18

19

20

22

15

GIFTS MORE THAN $150

Bentwood rocker. The classic, delicate 
style of this rocker complements any decor. 
Available with a flat or round arm, it can 
be built in a variety of woods and colors. 
($200.00, Eastwood Furniture) 22

Children’s table and chairs, built from solid 
oak. Various table sizes and chair styles are 
available in a choice of woods and colors.
($117.00 for table, $96.00 for each chair, 
Eastwood Furniture)

Chefs Knives and Slicers. ($200.00 to 
$300.00, Cleveland Cuts)

Mission rocker. A handsome piece that is 
sure to become a family heirloom, offered 
in various woods with fabric or leather. 
($669.00 for leather, Eastwood Furniture)

23

21



Heights Observer November 1, 2016     www.heightsobserver.org31

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

En Español, Por Favor 
Spanish Lessons 

 
Beginner to Advanced 

Reasonable rates  
First lesson free! 

 
 

 

Call or text Lili Rose 
(216) 470-5489 

Book Flower Clown for your 
next event. 

A fixture in the Heights 
Events and parties 

440-944-0278  

www.flower-entertainment.com  

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

www.saintjamescleveland.com  216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Services Offered: 
Tax Preparation & Planning 

*Investments 
IRA Accounts 
Mutual Funds 

College 529 Plans 
 

Insurance: 
Fixed & *Variable Annuities 

Life Insurance 
 
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative 
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC 
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
2121 South Green Rd . 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
PH: 216.382 .9647 

PC HANDYMAN 
 
PC and Mac Repair 
End your computer troubles for good 
 
Our “Managed Services”contract offers: 
 Microsoft Office 365 
 Anti-virus protection 
 Online support and maintenance 

 
Just $29.99/mo 

 
216-236-8743            www.pchandy.net 

Based in the Heights 

friends@heightslibrary.org 
216-932-3600 x1234 

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds 
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Gutter Guru 
Professional Gutter Cleaning 
Local Cleveland Heights Business 

Contact Brooks 
iPhone: 216-543-4113 
bmj386@gmail.com  

Attention: 

(877) 331-1635 Ext. 121  

You may be eligible for up to 
$2,120 per month in tax-free cash 
payments for life through a "little-
known" government pension program. 
To accommodate all veterans,  
we’ve created a special "6-minute" 
telephone seminar. No need to get 
dressed, hop in a car, waste gas, or 
sit in a cold hotel room for hours. Call 
our 24-Hour Free Recorded 
Message to see if you qualify. 

War Veterans & Spouses  

New Perspective  
Counseling Center (NPCC) 
At NPCC, we treat the whole person  
(mind, body & spiritual) for optimal health. 
 
Services offered in a safe, comfortable office 
environment: individual, group and marital 
counseling, depression, anxiety, pediatric 
behavioral issues and substance abuse. 

Call for an appt: 216-791-0910 
Offices available  for sub -leasing.  

 

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Stop in to check out our  
brand new repair facility! 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all 

supplies. Married couple. Impeccable 

references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.  

Call Maid Convenient.  
Days: 440-213-0850 

Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745 

 Cleaning Service Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY 
 

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?  
Stuck trying to figure out what to do 

and how to do it?   
Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher 

 
216-242-9763 

 
gbelcher482@gmail.com 

www.gaylebelcherattorney.com 
 

34 years of legal experience 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

When you advertise 

in the Observer,  

your money stays  

in the community.

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business  

for $28/month
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Handwoven Cecilia bucket bag. ($218.00, 
Revive  Eco-Boutique) 28

GIFTS FOR THE PERSON WHO  
HAS IT ALL

Lampe Berger home fragrances. ($33.99 
to $88.99, Bremec on the Heights Garden 
Center)

Hear Cleveland’s world-class musicians 
perform four chamber music concerts in 
spectacular private homes and unique 
public venues with a full-season subscription 
to the Close Encounters Chamber Music 
Series. ($180.00 and up,  
Heights Arts)

Multi-function tool and  
flashlight. ($27.50, 
S’Wonderful Gifts) 29

Commission an original portrait of a furry 
family member for a good cause. Heights 
Arts Pet Project offers custom pet portraits in 
an array of sizes, with part of the commis-
sion fee benefiting one of five local animal 
welfare organizations. ($50.00 and up, 
Heights Arts) 30

28-piece tool set in leatherette case. 
($32.50, S’Wonderful Gifts)

Leather key fob. ($16.00, Revive Eco-Boutique)

Golf accessory set. ($67.50, S’Wonderful Gifts)

HEIGHTS HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Convenient Service
• Open until 3:00 AM Monday through Thursday
• Downtown service center shuttles you to and 

from your office for free
• 1815 St. Clair Ave, Cleveland Ohio

SERVICE OPEN UNTIL 3AM

2953/50 Mayfield Rd, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
MotorcarsHonda.com  |   (216) 932-2400  |  MotorcarsToyota.com

OPEN NIGHTS 
AND WEEKENDS!

WHY BUY @ IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

SALES AND SERVICE 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Hand-painted leather tote. ($350.00, Mavec 
Collections pop-up shop, located above East-
wood Furniture, 3451 Fairmount Blvd.)

Gift card. May be used toward cocktails and 
charcuterie boards. (Any value, Speakeasy at 
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa)

Personalized cutting board and knife block 
sets. (Prices vary, from $515.00 to $950.00, 
Cleveland Cuts)

Spalded spruce coffee table. Each piece 
is a one-of-a-kind original that makes a 
beautiful statement to any room. Live-edge 
dining and console tables also available.  
($1,400.00, Eastwood Furniture) 31

24

Floating metal 
print of the Cleve-
land Museum of 
Art. ($250.00,  
In The 216) 24

Cleveland jewelry 
designer Grace 

Chin’s one-of-a-kind pendants and earrings, 
made from sterling silver and semi-precious 
stones, reflect her interest in nature and 
architecture. ($150.00 and up, Heights 
Arts) 25

Leather chefs rolls. ($410.00 to $775.00, 
Cleveland Cuts) 26

Bronze Reach for the Stars statue. Made 
using the lost wax method of casting. This 
technique dates back hundreds of years, 
and provides employment opportunities 
to people in Burkina Faso. ($250.00, Ten 
Thousand Villages) 

Silk scarf. ($185.00, Mavec Collections 
pop-up shop, located above Eastwood 
Furniture, 3451 Fairmount Blvd.) 27

American Heritage barn-beam server. Part 
of a collection of unique pieces designed 
by Eastwood’s own designers. Each piece 
is one-of-a-kind, built with a combination of 
maple wood and reclaimed barn beams. 
($2,024.00, Eastwood Furniture)

Cutting board kitchen carts/tables. 
($540.00 to $648.00, Cleveland Cuts)

Socks in a box. This set of three pairs, in a 
gift-ready box, is made by Conscious Step, 
which partners with nonprofit organiza-
tions to support causes around the world. 
($44.99, Ten Thousand Villages)

Need more ideas? Consider 
a gift certificate from one of 
the many Heights shops and 
restaurants. Most provide 
them upon request.

30

26 29
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