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University Heights names Jacobson 2016 Citizen of the Year

Remembering Alicia Marotta Linihan
James Henke

Alicia Marotta Linihan, co-owner 
of Marotta’s, the popular Lee Road 
restaurant, died on Dec. 5. She was 
43 and the mother of four children: 
Maggie, 10; Libby, 9; Brendan, 7; and 
Mary, 5. A funeral mass was held on 
Dec. 9 at St. Dominic Church in 
Shaker Heights, and she was interred 
at Lake View Cemetery.
 Marotta Linihan owned Marot-
ta’s with her husband, Brian Linihan. 
The two met in the early 1990s while 
working at Salvatore’s, in Cleveland’s 
Little Italy, and married in August of 
2002. The couple traveled to Italy 
every year to work on their cooking 
skills.
 The Linihans opened Marotta’s 
in the fall of 2000, naming the res-
taurant after Alicia’s father, who had 
died in 1999.
 Marotta Linihan grew up in 
Cleveland Heights, and became inter-
ested in cooking at an early age. “All 

Alicia Marotta Linihan with her husband, Brian, 
in 2014. 
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through grade school and high school, 
I would cook with my mother,” she 
said in an interview two years ago. 
“Italian food was a staple in our house 
when I was growing up. We’d always 
have big Sunday dinners, and all of 
the family would come over to eat. 
Everything was centered on food.”
 Marotta Linihan graduated from 
Beaumont School and then attended 
Cuyahoga Community College, 
where she majored in culinary arts, 

FH Best of the Heights 
awards return in 2017

Heights students form community-service organization
Anya Chew and Avery Dyer 

Sporting grey shirts with the Heights 
tiger on their chests, members of the 
Cleveland Heights Youth Committee 
(CHYC) are popping up all around 
the Heights community.
 Heights High students founded 
and comprise this newly formed 
youth group. Entirely self-directed, 
CHYC’s members are dedicated to 
promoting positive change in their 
community through student activism 
and leadership.
 Recently, CHYC sponsored a coat 
drive, running through Jan. 1, at the 

Members of CHYC pause for a photo while volunteering at a Shaker Lakes cleanup: (from left) 
Quinton Ndyajunwoha, Anya Chew, Avery Dyer, Londyn Crenshaw, Stephen Lang, Ben Schuster, 
Soli Collins and Jeremy Kauffman.

close of which the students plan to 
organize the donated items and dis-

tribute them around the community.

continued on page 2
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Sruti Basu

Since 2005, FutureHeights—a non-
profit that inspires and facilitates 
collaboration and empowerment in 
our community—has conducted the 
Best of the Heights awards to recog-
nize the unique attributes of locally 
owned Heights businesses, and their 
contributions to the local economy.
 FutureHeights asks residents 
to cast their votes for their favorite 
businesses by nominating them for 
an award in a variety of categories, 
such as Best New Business and Best 
Interior Décor. After a one-year 
hiatus, FutureHeights is bringing the 
program back with the theme Show 
Heights Businesses Your Love.
 Beginning in January, residents 
can show their love for Heights 
businesses by voting for them in 12 
categories. Online voting will begin 
on Jan. 15, and a paper ballot that can 
be mailed, or scanned and e-mailed, 
to FutureHeights will be printed on 
the back cover of the February print 
issue of the Heights Observer. Voting 
will conclude Feb. 15 and winners will 
be announced in the Observer’s March 
issue.
 “When the program first started, 
FutureHeights volunteers would can-
vass attendees at the various summer 
festivals to ask for their Best of the 
Heights votes,” said Deanna Bremer 
Fisher, executive director of Future-
Heights. “And when we launched the 
Heights Observer in 2008, we began to 
include a ballot in the summer print 
issues and hold our awards celebra-
tion in the fall. When we launched 
Heights Music Hop in 2012, our fall 
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Patrick Grogan-Myers 

As 2016 drew to a close, the city of 
University Heights honored two in-
dividuals for their service to the city 
and the community.
 At the Dec. 19 city council meet-
ing, UH Mayor Susan Infeld presented 
Jerome (Jerry) Jacobson, a 60-plus-
year resident, with the city’s 2016 
Citizen of the Year award, in honor of 
his 40 years of service as a member of 
the UH Police Auxiliary Unit.
 The city also recognized Patricia 
Meehan, administrative assistant for 
the UH Police Department, as its 
2016 Employee of the Year.
 Meehan joined the department 
in 2014. Announcing the honor, 
Mayor Infeld said, “Patti has been 
nominated by her peers for her out-
standing commitment and service to 
the department and the community. 
Her dedication and kindness are felt 
by all. I have received many compli-
ments from residents about Patti’s 
kindness and help when they call or 

Jerome Jacobson, University Heights 2016 Citizen of the Year, receiving a proclamation from Mayor 
Susan Infeld at the University Heights City Council meeting on Dec. 19, 2016. 
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visit the police department.”
 UH Police Chief Steven Ham-
mett said of Jacobson, “Jerry’s long 
service to the community and men-
torship to his fellow auxiliary mem-
bers has been invaluable to the 
smooth functioning of the Police 
Auxiliary Unit.”
 “Jerry grew up in University 
Heights,” noted Infeld. “As a young 
boy in 1950, he moved to University 
Heights with his family at a time when 

phone service for the neighborhood 
was available only through the pay 
phone on the tree lawn for Jerry’s fam-
ily home [at the corner of Washington 
Boulevard and Laurelhurst Road].
 “Notwithstanding Jerry’s hum-
bleness, he is rightfully acknowledged 
as ‘a community treasure’ in the award 
presented to him.”
 Reflecting on his life and “many 
careers,” Jacobson said, “It’s been a 
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HEIGHTS OBSERVER

The Heights Observer is not an or-
dinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish and 
contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click 
on “Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org. 

 Articles to be considered for the 
February issue must be submitted by 
Jan. 9. We publish some articles online 
as they come in—and still consider 
them for the next print issue. We also 
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

About the Observer

Observe!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like 
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center  
(www.heightsobserver.org). 

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story 
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s 
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts. 
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily 
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be  
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and 
let you know if we have any questions. 

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer  
   is a piece of cake!

excerpts from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org

City Storm/Sewer 
Water Conveyance, 
Berkshire Road - 
Derbyshire Road 
It is difficult to pro-
mote the City of Cleveland Heights 
for private investments (Capital 
Formation) without a well developed, 
first class infrastructure.
 The City of Cleveland Heights 
may keep losing population and be 
second in a domino effect after East 
Cleveland’s failure if it cannot set its 
priorities right on its infrastructure. 
If Cleveland Heights government 

institutions cannot support and serve 
its residents and maintain or upgrade 
its infrastructure, it may not attract 
the quality developers to commit to 
this city and invest their capital in this 
city’s future. Only quick profit making, 
non-committed sharks lurking for 
public money, subsidies, tax abate-
ments, etc. will come to Cleveland 
Heights. This only makes the city’s 
value decline. Cheap construction, 
poor maintenance, and bad design will 
never make our city more attractive 
and will never look good. . . .
 —Will Espenschied

County values de-
molished CH resi-
dence at $97,200
To the Editor:

The Cuyahoga County Board of Re-
vision recently valued the property 
at 3249 Desota Ave. at $97,200. The 
property had been improved with 
a two-family home that was demol-
ished in the summer of 2015, after 
having been declared a nuisance by 
the city [of Cleveland Heights].
 In so valuing the property, the 
board of revision ignored an Ohio 
Supreme Court decision directing 
the county to value the property in 
light of its decision that an adjacent 
property should be valued at $5,000. 
The board of revision also ignored its 
own appraisal of the property valuing 
same at $30,000.
 [As the attorney] who repre-
sented the property owners at the 
Ohio Supreme Court, [I] brought this 
matter to the attention of the board 
of revison at its Oct. 27, 2016 meeting.
 The board of revision consists of 
three persons appointed by County 
Executive Armond Budish and the 
Cuyahoga County Council.  Anthony 
T. Hairston represents Cleveland 
Heights on the Cuyahoga County 
Council.
 Hopefully the board of revision 
will correct this error. The error raises 
questions about the qualifications of 
the members of the board of revi-
sion panel that made the Sept. 28, 
2016 decision valuing the property 
at $97,200.

J. Alex Morton
Richmond Heights
[The letter writer has been a volun-
teer attorney at Cleveland Heights 
Office on Aging since 1991.]

Correction to December photo caption

A photo caption in the Decem-
ber issue incorrectly identified a 
print that accompanied the article 
about St. Paul’s winter art show. 
The correct caption is: Village 
Scene 1, mixed-media print, by 
Barbara Eisenberg. The exhibition 
will be on view through March 5, at 
the Nicholson B. White Gallery at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2747 
Fairmount Blvd.

business management and food sci-
ence. After graduating, she went to 
Italy and studied cooking in Florence 
for a year.
 Bridget Thibeault, co-owner of 
Luna Bakery and Café in the Cedar 
Fairmount district, had known Ma-
rotta Linihan since they were both in 
kindergarten. “We have always been 
good friends,” Thibeault said. “And 
we were both restaurant owners in 
Cleveland Heights.”
 Thibeault and Marotta Linihan 
both had their first jobs at the old 
Russo’s grocery store, which was 
located in the Cedar Fairmount 
space currently occupied by Dave’s 
Supermarket. “We both worked in 
the produce department,” Thibeault 
recalled.
 The cause of death was a heart at-
tack. According to one of her friends, 
Marotta Linihan had no known heart 
issues, but did have high blood pres-
sure.
 Memorial contributions to St. 
Dominic School (www.stdominic-
school.net), for the benefit of the 
Linihan children, are suggested.
 Heights restaurant owners and 
other Heights business people, in-
cluding Thibeault, Doug Katz and 
Kathy Blackman, are planning a 
fundraiser for Marotta Linihan’s fam-
ily. Plans are still in the early stages, 
with the benefit—featuring an Ital-
ian dinner and music—scheduled to 
take place at Nighttown on Jan. 22., 
4–7 p.m. For more information, visit 
www.nighttowncleveland.com.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights 
resident, was a writer and editor at 
Rolling Stone magazine for 15 years, 
and is the author of several books. He 
is on the board of FutureHeights, and 
is co-chair of the Heights Observer 
Advisory Committee.

marotta  linihan continued from page 1
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Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems   Bonded • Insured  • OH LIC #24462                          

   We’d like to be your Helping Hann! 
        vehbrothers.com     

932-9755 21
6

    Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann. 5 generations of family experience.

 
enter to win a FREE furnace! 

Nominees may nominate themselves or someone they know. The nominee 
must live in the Heights area or its neighboring communities. Nominations will be 

considered based on a variety of criteria. These would include, but not limited 
to, physical disabilities, senior citizens, financial challenges, military service, etc.
Maximum value $3500. Nomination forms can be obtained by calling V&E Hann 

or visiting www.vehbrothers.com/helping-hann/. Entries due by 1/31/17.  
Bill

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling 
                                and plumbing business in Cleveland.

Chris

  Sharing our good fortune with those in need...

Receive a coupon for $200 off the installation of a furnace, 
boiler or air conditioning system just for nominating 

someone in need.  Coupon expires 6-30-17.

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

As the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 
wraps up its 50th-anniversary year, we 
wish to reflect on the struggle that 
birthed it—a struggle that succeeded 
in preserving the wetland along the 
border of Cleveland Heights and 
Shaker Heights and, indeed, both 
cities as we know them today. 
 Were it not for seven years of 
sustained effort by residents, elected 
officials and members of civic orga-
nizations, Cleveland’s near east side 
and adjacent suburbs would have 
been chopped into fragments by a 
heavily promoted system of freeways.
 Announced in 1963, the [free-
way] plan was the brainchild of 
Cuyahoga County Engineer Albert 
S. Porter, who also chaired the coun-
ty Democratic Party. It consisted of 
four multi-lane, limited-access high-
ways, all of them passing through 
some portion of Cleveland Heights. 
These included three east-west ar-
teries: the Heights freeway, through 
East Cleveland, Cleveland Heights, 
South Euclid and Lyndhurst; the 
Central Freeway, following Cedar 
Road; and the Clark Freeway, a con-
crete slash running up Doan Brook 
through the middle of Shaker Lakes. 
In addition to connecting I-90 with 
the proposed I-271, these roads 
would all be linked by the north-
south Lee Freeway. 
 Each would obliterate a broad 
swath of homes, businesses or green 
space that lay in its path. Cleveland 
Heights was projected to lose 1,000 
homes, either to the freeways or the 
blight that would follow.
 Two major interchanges were 
prominent: the intersection of the 
Clark and Lee freeways would squat 
on 67 acres of Shaker parklands 
just east of the Lower Lake; and 
the meeting of the Central and Lee 
freeways, according to historian 
Marian Morton, “would have elimi-
nated everything at the Cedar-Lee 
intersection except for [Cleveland 
Heights] High School.”
 Shaker Heights was the first 

HeIgHtS Of 
DeMOCRACY

city to take action, with Cleve-
land Heights quickly following 
suit. With the support of their 
respective mayors, newly formed 
residents’ committees conducted 
letter-writing and media campaigns, 
held community forums, and met 
with their U.S. and state senators 
and representatives.
 The controversy was thoroughly 
covered by the daily and weekly 
print outlets. The Cleveland Press  
and Sun Press wrote sympathetic edi-
torials. The Plain Dealer, however, 
supported the project. Its editor, 
Phillip W. Porter, was the brother 
of the county engineer.
 By 1965,  suburban ladies 
kicked into gear, with more than 
30 local garden clubs joining the 
campaign, along with the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights, 
Shaker Heights and Cleveland 
chapters of the League of Women 
Voters (LWV).
 In 1966, gutsy activists estab-
lished the Shaker Lakes Regional 
Nature Center—right on the site 
of the proposed Clark-Lee freeway 
interchange.
 Still, Albert Porter clung to 
his plan. In 1969, the citizens com-
mittees of Cleveland Heights and 
Shaker Heights, the garden clubs 
and LWV formed Citizens for Sane 
Transportation and Environmental 
Policy (CSTEP). In the Plain Dealer, 
Porter notoriously referred to Shak-
er Lakes as “a dinky little park and a 
two-bit duck pond.”
 On Jan. 29, 1970, CSTEP held 
yet another public forum, this time 
with 2,000 in attendance. Eight days 
later, on Feb. 6, Ohio Gov. James A. 
Rhodes announced that the state 
would not build the Clark Freeway. 
That decision forced Porter to aban-
don the entire project, and enabled 
area residents to preserve their cit-
ies’ essential characteristics—walk-
ability, diverse housing stock, and 
green space accessible to all.
 Fifty years later it’s easy to see 
this victory as inevitable, but in fact 
it was not a foregone conclusion. It 
took hundreds of people, most of 
them women, seven long years, doing 
the hard day-to-day work of organiz-
ing—making the phone calls, writing 
the letters, pestering the media, ar-
ranging the meetings, and constantly 

When ladies stopped the freeways and saved their cities
recruiting neighbors, friends and fam-
ily members to build a local grassroots 
movement.
 As you jog around the lake, walk 
or roll on the All People’s Trail, enjoy 
a film at the Cedar Lee Theatre, or 
walk to Cain Park, take a minute 
to remember how much organized 
“people power” it took to make these 
experiences possible today. Better yet, 
ask yourself what it is you care about 
enough to write a letter, make a phone 
call,  or attend a meeting.*  Then take 
that first step and do it.
 Speaking of meetings, the fourth 
annual Cleveland Heights Democracy 
Day Public Hearing will be held on Jan. 
25, at 6:30 p.m., at city hall. The topic 
will be the political influence of cor-
porations and big money in elections. 

Come to offer testimony (up to five 
minutes), or just to listen and learn.
 [Sources: “The Clark, Lee and 
Heights Freeways,” by Marian 
Morton, When Bad Ideas Happen to 
Good Suburbs, Cleveland Heights 
Historical Society, www.chhistory.
org, and Preserving the Shaker Park-
lands: The Story of the Nature Center 
at Shaker Lakes, by Lauren R. Pacini 
and Laura M. Peskin, Artography 
Press, Cleveland, 2016]

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and 
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident. 
Deborah Van Kleef is a musician and 
writer, who grew up in Cleveland 
Heights and has lived here as an adult 
for more than 30 years. Contact them at 
heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings. 
When you have a State Farm® car and a State Farm 
home, get ready to drive around with a big, money-
saving State Farm smile. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath, 
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

 

 

 

Honest and Fair 

All types of interior remodeling 
Siding  � Windows �  Masonry 

Furnace � Insulation 
Sign up now for 2017 
residential driveways 

GREAT FINANCING 
Call For Free Estimates! 

216.397.6349 
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How CH-UH district evaluates its teachers
Ari Klein

How often should teachers be evalu-
ated to make sure they are continuing 
to grow and improve in their job? 
The state of Ohio does not give us 
much of choice in CH-UH about how 
often, or what should be scrutinized, 
even though we control some aspects 

of teacher evaluation locally.
 Teachers must undergo two 
cycles of observations per year. 
These cycles make up the teacher-
performance part of the evaluation. 
Each cycle comprises a pre- and post-
conference, a full-length lesson, and 
short walk-throughs. Before the pre-
conference, most administrators re-

quire the completion of an extensive 
worksheet as well as a detailed lesson 
plan. During the pre-conference, 
teachers must explain what they 
will be doing and why, how they de-
termined what to do, how students 
will be grouped, what data supports 
the differentiation that each student 
will receive, and on and on and on. 
There are 10 areas to an evaluation, 
and teachers must try to document 
the rationale for what they are doing 
in each.
 Teachers are to receive timely 
feedback throughout the process. 
The state of Ohio requires student 
growth measures, however flawed, 
to weigh in for half of the teacher’s 
evaluation; [these] scores may not 
be available by the end of school, so 
a teacher may not know where he 
stands until the next school year.
 The teacher-performance part 
of the evaluation is understandable, 
though documenting every single 
thing one does in the course of a 
lesson is not always possible. Many 
variables may affect teacher perfor-
mance: Some teachers are not placed 
in a subject or grade that they are 

best at teaching; some teachers may 
have 27 students in a class, while others 
may have 18; half a class of seventh-
graders may include students with dis-
abilities, while another may have none; 
some teachers prefer to teach the 
most-struggling students, while others 
are better at getting high achievers to 
stretch even further. It would be im-
possible to compare a teacher who is 
new to an area of teaching to someone 
who has been in the assignment for a 
long time. The variables are endless.
 Teachers holding the same license 
are only compared when it comes to lay-
offs. The law dictates that the order of 
reduction is first non-tenured teachers, 
then tenured teachers with the same rat-
ing. So, it is possible that a second-year, 
non-tenured teacher could be retained 
over a 15-year veteran who may have 
been rated lower by an administrator or 
based on student test scores.
 As much as we would like to 
believe that there is no subjectivity 
involved in the rating process, it would 
be impossible to say that the process 
is impartial. Most teachers end up 
earning the middle two ratings, but 
there are more variables than I could 
possibly list as to why a rating may be 
lower one year versus another.
 The law has made teaching an 
unstable career, and teacher tenure has 
lost much of its protection. Some in-
correctly believe that tenure protects 
poor teachers, but administration has 
ways to terminate teachers who are 
consistently unable to meet expecta-
tions and job requirements. Compar-
ing teachers is not a good recipe for 
teacher collaboration—who would 
help a fellow teacher when he might 
be competing for the same job?
 Luckily, in CH-UH we placed 
language in the 2013 negotiated agree-
ment that allows for more predictability 
when there is a layoff. We have agreed 
that ineffective teachers should be the 
first to go; after that we follow seniority 
and tenure so that everyone knows the 
layoff order. It is not perfect, but it is 
my hope that we can keep language that 
enables us to use teacher evaluation as a 
growth tool, instead of one that drasti-
cally changes lives.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community mem-
ber, math teacher at Heights High, and 
president of the Cleveland Heights Teachers 
Union.

 
Communion of Saints School will be adding a half day 3 year old and a half day 

 4 & 5 year old preschool program beginning in the 2017-2018 school year!

PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE!

 
For more information or early registration visit: 

www.communionofsaintsschool.org or call 216.932.4177

JOIN US DURING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
TO TOUR OUR SCHOOL AND CLASSROOMS!

Sunday, January 29 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
 2160 Stillman Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com
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Susie Kaeser 

When school superintendents pro-
test at the Ohio Statehouse, you 
know there is something terribly 
wrong.
 Their job is to implement poli-
cies mandated by their local boards 
of education and comply with the 
Ohio legislature’s demands. They 
are not exactly the boat-rocking 
kind—except when something seri-
ously threatens their students.
 On Nov. 15, more than 200 
superintendents and school board 
members from across Ohio gath-
ered in Columbus to protest 
Ohio’s latest misuse of stan-
dardized tests. The Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City 
School District participated in 
this public display of concern. 
Superintendent Talisa Dixon and 
board members Ron Register, Kal 
Zucker and Beverly Wright made 
up our contingent.
 These advocates for students 
challenged Ohio’s newest high 
school graduation requirements. 
Starting next year under the new 
requirements, students who have 

tHe COMMON 
gOOD

earned enough high school credits 
will have three routes to receiving a 
diploma: They can earn a high score 
on a college entrance exam, obtain 
an industry credential that says they 
are ready for a job, or earn 18 out of 
a possible 35 points on seven end-
of-course exams. The exams would 
replace the Ohio Graduation Test. 
Proponents of the policy say it will 
make a diploma “mean something.” 
The superintendents challenged the 
overreliance on standardized tests, 
the lack of educator input in creat-
ing the requirements, and the rapid 
implementation of yet another set of 
tests with high-stakes consequences.
 Dixon joined the protest to 
make public her opposition to the 
use of standardized tests to dem-
onstrate rigor and preparedness. 
According to her, “Standardized 
tests are good for sorting, but they 
do not help produce the learners 
and leaders that our country needs 
and desires. There is no way these 
assessments are evidence of job or 
college readiness.” In her view, the 
tests undermine the meaningful 
educational engagement that is 
needed to actually prepare students 
for 21st-century demands.
 John Haswell, superintendent of 
the Shadyside School District, spoke 
out against the unfair use of the tests. 
“There is no way a single test should 
have the capacity to erase an entire 
year’s worth of work.” In his poorly 

Superintendents protest new graduation requirements
funded rural district, only 44 percent 
of students passed the new geometry 
exam, when 100 percent had passed 
a different test the year before.
 The new tests were piloted in 
2016. Dixon reported that Ohio’s 
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion projects that only 28 percent 
of Ohio’s seniors will be on track to 
pass the exams in the 2017–18 school 
year. If the tests are used, and the 
required number of points earned is 
not modified, most Ohio students 
will not graduate on time.
 Think about what that means. 
How just is a system that relies on a 
test that predicts economic status, 
rather than one that captures learning, 
to decide who graduates from high 
school? How fair is a system that allows 
a test to negate successful completion 
of a high school curriculum? And then 
there is the increased cost of education 
that follows when kids repeat a school 
year hoping to pass a test, and the 
cost in human potential when more 
kids give up on a high school degree 
because of test scores.
 According to education philoso-
pher Alfie Kohn, items that can be 
measured on a standardized test are 
rarely important. Why would a stan-
dardized test be a better measure of 
what a student learned in geometry 
than what the teacher could see 
throughout the year in their class-
room participation, the development 
of their thinking and problem-solving 

skills, and their performance on 
teacher-crafted assessments of what 
was actually being taught?
 Superintendent Dixon is an avid 
proponent of making education 
responsive to the demands of the 
21st century. For her, the route to 
this outcome is rich learning experi-
ences. She thinks teacher-designed 
formative assessments supply the 
information teachers need to make 
sure kids are learning what is being 
taught—something standardized 
tests fail to achieve.
 Ohio legislators cling to the idea 
that their responsibility for provid-
ing a solid education for our students 
is fulfilled by implementing a testing 
program and punishing districts and 
students based on test results.
 When talk of “tough standards” 
leads to more testing, it is only creat-
ing more hurdles, not better educa-
tion. I have yet to see any evidence 
that shows what standardized test 
score predicts success in life.
 I’m grateful that our education 
leaders have joined this important 
fight to end the use of punitive 
public policies that undermine the 
common good. It is going to take all 
of us.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and former director 
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the 
national board of Parents for Public 
Schools.

  Sharing our good fortune with those in need...

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

First Name: _________________________________________________________

Last Name: _________________________________________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____ _____________________________  Zip Code: ____________ State: OH

Daytime PH: ______________________Evening PH_________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Your Information:

First Name: _________________________________________________________

Last Name: _________________________________________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____ _____________________________  Zip Code: ____________ State: OH

Daytime PH: ______________________Evening PH_________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Your nominee’s information: (if different)

❏ I have read and agree to the terms and conditions of this contest.

Clip this form and submit to: Verne & Ellsworth Hann • 2026 Lee Road • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 or FAX to 216-932-2266 
Additional entry forms can be found at www.vehbrothers.com/helping-hann/.

Receive a coupon for $200 off the installation of a furnace, boiler or air conditioning system just for nominating someone in need. Expires 6/30/17

Please share your story, or that of the person you are nominating, with us:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

enter to win a FREE furnace! 

OH LIC #24462         

 Visit www.vehbrothers/helping-hann/ for complete terms and conditions.
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Hanna Perkins Center for Child Development
The right start lasts a lifetime 

www.hannaperkins.org 
216-991-4472 • Shaker Heights

Watch 
’em thrive 
at Hanna  
Perkins 
School

We help children recognize and manage 
their feelings, for success in school and life 

• Kindergarten, preschool & toddler group
• ASD dedicated classroom
• Parenting support
• Child & adolescent therapeutic services

Hanna Perkins is for all children 
—those developing typically and 
those who need some help with 
social-emotional skills. We work 

closely with parents, and focus on 
each child’s emotional development 

for a lifetime of happiness 
and success.

Visit our Open House

4-6 pm; Q&A session at 5 pm
Thursday, February 9

 
January...The month for deep reflection... 

we look back...and then look forward. 
 

Looking Back:  My sincerest thanks for all your good wishes,  
confidence in me and support in my business. 

 
Looking Forward:  I wish you all much good health,  

success in your endeavors, happiness  
and bountiful blessings… 

WISHING YOU ALL GOOD THINGS  IN 2017!!! 
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 SUSAN DELANEYSUSAN DELANEYSUSAN DELANEY   REAL ESTATE 
  G R O U P  

SUSAN DELANEYSUSAN DELANEY, , ABRABR®®,,RRS,CNERRS,CNE®®              
216~577~8700216~577~8700  
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

THE 

nOVEmBER 21, 2016
mayor Susan Infeld and council members Susan 
Pardee (vice mayor), Pamela Cameron, Phillip 
Ertel, John Rach and michele Weiss were pres-
ent. Councilmen mark Wiseman and Steven 
Sims were absent. The meeting took place 
7–8:28 p.m.

New agreement for NOPEC
mayor Infeld announced that nOPEC (north-
east Ohio Public Energy Council), an electricity 
aggregator for many communities, has reached 
an agreement with a new electricity provider. 
With this new agreement, nOPEC will be able 
to continue to provide electricity to customers. 
She suggested that residents use the price com-
parison that is available on the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio website.

Cedar Taylor district revitalization
This issue was added to the agenda as a mo-
tion. It will continue to be discussed at the Dec. 
5 council meeting, [at which] business owners 
and residents are invited to provide feedback. 
The mayor, members of council, and the devel-
opment director have been working to revitalize 
the northeast corner of the Cedar Taylor district. 
The available buildings present environmental 
hazards for new businesses and options are 
being sought to resolve the problem. The city is 
also seeking funding to widen the sidewalks and 
narrow the intersection. Councilman Rach, who 
has been meeting with business owners in the 
area, noted that the business district improvement 
process is significantly different from the process 
followed by Cleveland Heights, which borders 
on the west side of Taylor, and business owners 
are having difficulty moving forward with plans. 
Cleveland Heights is proposing overflow parking 
for [its] businesses.

Firehouse carpeting
mayor Infeld has made improvements to the fire-
house, where the firemen live during their shifts. 
This included the purchase of carpeting, but the 
invoice for the carpet was issued as a single 
invoice instead of two, and therefore exceeded 
her spending authority. members of council 
(and the LWV Observer) went next door to see 
the improvements, which include paint and new 
mattresses. The payment of $5,824.40 for the 
carpet was approved, but Councilwoman Weiss 
asked the mayor to notify council of any future 
projects instead of breaking them into smaller 
portions in order to stay below her spending 
limit. Councilwoman Cameron suggested revisit-
ing the spending limit issue at a future meeting, 
perhaps in conjunction with budget discussions.

New budget funds
The finance committee is considering establishing 
a Gateway Development Fund as part of the 
budget, for allocating funds ($25,000 perhaps) 
to improve the gateway areas of the city. Also 
under consideration is $10,000 for equipment 
to enable electronic display of maps, drawings, 
spreadsheets, and such during council meetings, 
so that everyone can see what is being discussed.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

DECEmBER 5, 2016
mayor Susan Infeld and council members Susan 
Pardee (vice mayor), Pamela Cameron, Phillip 

Ertel, John Rach and michele Weiss were pres-
ent. Councilman Steven Sims was absent. The 
meeting took place 7:05–9:45 p.m.

Tribute to Beryl Rothschild
mayor Susan Infeld held a moment of silence 
for former mayor Beryl Rothschild, who died 
on nov. 29. Rothschild served 32 years as 
mayor of University Heights, stepping down in 
2009. The mayor noted that Rothschild was a 
cheerleader and vigorous supporter of Univer-
sity Heights.

Cedar Taylor Development Association 
Councilman John Rach introduced Kevin Smith, 
Cedar Taylor Development Association presi-
dent and board member, who outlined plans to 
improve the streetscape in the northeast corner 
of the Cedar Taylor district. Rach reported that 
he and Councilwoman michele Weiss have 
secured an annual streetscape fund of $25,000 
from the finance committee, which has yet to be 
voted on. Smith estimated that improving the 
streetscape would cost approximately $32,000. 
The project would include installing benches 
($775 each), bike racks ($1,525 each), plant-
ers and plants ($370 and $1,500–2,000, re-
spectively), banners ($250 each), and trashcans 
(price not set).
 mayor Infeld reminded council that the 
city is resubmitting a county development block 
grant [proposal] to widen sidewalks and narrow 
the intersection in the district. The plan will come 
before council on Dec. 19. She voiced concerns 
that the Cedar Taylor project would come out of 
the city’s pockets. Vice mayor Pardee reminded 
her that council has requested that $25,000 be 
set aside annually for the project. The mayor 
said the project would need to be put before 
the proper channels before she could weigh in.

Crime in University Heights
Police Chief Steve Hammett reported several 
crimes. On nov. 16, at 2:05 a.m., a robbery 
occurred at the Dunkin Donuts near Fenwick 
and Cedar roads; an employee was arrested 
on nov. 18. On nov. 18, a resident’s car was 
bumped from behind on Elmdale Road and 
carjacked. Hammett advised residents to pull 
into the nearest police station or a well-lit area 
and call the police if this occurs, rather than 
exchanging information with the driver.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Look for earlier, and often expanded, post-
ings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LWV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne mcFarland, Charlene morse 
and maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters 
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must ac-
company any redistribution of these reports.

Had enough yet?
39 

years
Neff Snowplowing
Partial-season
contracts available

(440) 449-3050

nefflandscaping.com
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#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-Icing Cables Installed

Nobody Under Bids Us

nOVEmBER 21, 2016
All council members were present: Cheryl L. 
Stephens, mayor; Jason Stein, vice mayor; 
mary Dunbar; Carol Roe; Kahlil Seren; mi-
chael n. Ungar; and melissa yasinow. The 
regular meeting took place 7:36–7:55 p.m.

Voting results for Issues 51 and 52
Voters passed Issues 51 and 52, proposed 
amendments to Articles VII and VIII of the 
city charter. The Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections (BOE) had requested that the 
city amend its municipal candidate petition 
and write-in filing deadlines, and eliminate 
possible ambiguity concerning the means 
by which a person may become a candi-
date for council. The BOE also requested 
revision of procedures concerning write-in 
candidates, as well as revisions to ensure 
that all registered voters have the opportu-
nity to vote for initiative, referendum, and 
recall petitions deemed valid under the 
city’s charter. These amendments bring 
Cleveland Heights into uniformity with 
other municipalities within the county so 
that the BOE may meet its federal require-
ments.

Community development grant
Council authorized an application to 
the Cuyahoga County Department of 
Development’s Community Development 
Supplemental Grant program for funding 
to support a Green Commercial Building 
Initiative–Sustainability program. The aim 
is to provide financial assistance for en-
vironmental improvements to commercial 
buildings in the city. This is a competitive 
grant, for which the city might receive up to 
$50,000. The funds come from Cuyahoga 
County’s Casino Revenue Fund, and no 
match is required.

Commercial loan
By a 5-2 vote, council authorized an 
agreement with Heshny LLC, for a loan of 
approximately $221,080, for its acquisition 
of the property located at 2196 Lee Road 
so that a separate entity may continue to 
operate the Lopez restaurant there. The 
terms are similar to those of the current 
loan, which is with Lee Road Partners Too 
Inc. Council member Seren opposed the 
measure, saying he does not think it’s a 
good deal for the city; Council member Ste-
phens also voted no, because of the loan’s 
structure. Council member Stein supported 
the legislation because an existing loan is 
simply moving to new ownership; Council 
member Ungar also favored it, based on 
the recommendation of the city’s economic 
development staff.

Nuisance bar on Mayfield Road
The operation of the bar and restaurant 
located at 3560 mayfield Road, formerly 
Gibbs Restaurant, currently Rise Bar, was 
declared to be a nuisance due to criminal 
activity. There have been more than 18 visits 
by safety forces in 2016, and the owner has 
not cooperated with city officials.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

DECEmBER 5, 2016
All council members were present. The meet-
ing took place 7:42–8:41 pm.

Presentation from the Patel family 
In appreciation for the love and support of 
the community and the hard work of Cleve-
land Heights police and fire personnel, the 
family of Sunny Ravi Patel, who was killed 
in an October robbery at his family’s sand-
wich shop, presented $20,000 from the Go 
Fund me account, raised after Sunny was 
murdered, to the chiefs of the police and 
fire departments. These funds will be used 
for training in each department. The family 
is also establishing a scholarship at Sunny’s 
school. They recently returned from India 
where they placed his ashes in the Ganges 
River, according to Hindu tradition. Several 
members of council extended sympathy and 
gratitude and paid tribute to the Patel family.

2017 operating and capital budget
Council approved the 2017 budget pre-
sented in summary by City manager Tani-
sha Briley. “Planting the Seeds of Progress” 
is the title given to this budget, which totals 
$78.6 million including all of its funds. The 
budget is balanced with a slight surplus 
and is significantly less due to the transi-
tion of the water department to Cleveland. 
Revenues of $43.9 million offset expenses 
of $42.9 million. A major cost in 2017 is 
a 27th payroll (with biweekly payrolls, 
there is an extra payroll every 12 years), 
about $1.05 million. The city is beginning 
to receive increased income tax funds. Ten 
positions are vacant; a few will be filled, but 
staff members are still finding efficiencies, 
so most will be held open. A small deficit is 
forecast for 2018. Briley concluded by not-
ing that 61 percent of the capital budget is 
funded from sources outside the city.

Down-payment assistance extended
A resolution extended the term of the 
HOmE funds, set to expire on Dec. 31, 
2016, through march 31, 2017. These 
Housing and Urban Development funds are 
administered by the Home Repair Resource 
Center for the city’s down-payment assis-
tance program. Loans of up to $10,000 
each are available to qualifying residents.

Appointments and reappointments 
to boards and commissions
Appointments were approved to the Parks 
and Recreation Commission and the Tax 
Review Board. Reappointments were made 
to the Architectural Board of Review, Plan-
ning Commission, Landmark Commission, 
Commission on Aging, Transportation 
Advisory Committee and Citizens Advisory 
Committee.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 6.

I earned 
my first 
degree 
from Tri-C®

Aswin Bikkani saved thousands of dollars by starting 
his college career at Tri-C during high school as a 
College Credit Plus student. Now he’s pre-med at the 
University of Cincinnati.

Metropolitan Campus - 2900 Community College Ave. Cleveland, OH 44115

Classes begin Jan. 17, 30 and March 20

tri-c.edu/startnow
216-987-6000

16-3342

Your neighbor; your plumber 
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, bonded  

& insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 •  herbsplumbingandheating.com

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

Mention this ad for 10% off 
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)
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Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
www.ruffingmontessori.net 

Why Montessori?
Learn how a Ruffing Montessori education 
helps prepare your child for success!

Parent Open Houses 
January 4, 5, and 6
9-10 am: Tours & Observations
10:15 am: Q&A with Head of School

Contact our Admissions Office at 
216-321-7571 or info@ruffingmontessori.net.

HRRC plans new services and classes for 2017

David Brock

For nearly 46 years, Home Repair Re-
source Center (HRRC) has provided 
residents with the tools—literally and 
metaphorically—to improve their hous-
es themselves. As one of the country’s 
few home-repair nonprofits, HRRC con-
tinuously seeks to enhance its services.
 In 2017, HRRC aims to increase 
its home-repair class sizes, diversify 
its course offerings, and expand the 
number of communities it serves.
 A new six-week sequence dealing 
with home exteriors and landscap-
ing—part of HRRC’s Women’s Home 
How-To series—will fulfill requests 
from many class participants for an 
examination of yards and spaces outside 
of the home—after all, this is what 
people first see when looking at a house.
 HRRC will also offer new classes 
on painting, with the help of experts 
at Sherwin-Williams.
 At the end of January, HRRC’s 
popular Tool Library program will 
return.
 Thanks to the generosity of Becky 

Stager, the former HRRC education 
coordinator who died recently, HRRC 
will be able to enhance its teaching work-
shops, to further improve the number 
and types of class offerings it can provide.
 As always, the cost of taking an 
HRRC class is low, and discounts are 
available based on residency and income, 
making the classes available to people of 
all socioeconomic backgrounds.
 Participants frequently mention 
the long-term financial savings and 
know-how they gain from HRRC 
classes, which empower them to take on 
tasks that once seemed insurmountable.
 HRRC has become the template 
for organizations nationwide that are 
seeking to replicate its success. In just 
the last few weeks, HRRC has fielded 
calls from as far away as Tallahassee, 
Fla., from people who are looking for 
advice on how to start a program.
 For more information, visit hrrc-ch.org.

David Brock is the new education coordi-
nator for HRRC, a former college history 
professor, and a west-sider who is quickly 
becoming enamored with the East Side.

Heights Observer Volunteer Match
Heights Observer’s Volunteer Match 
column lists opportunities for residents 
to lend their time and talent to the 
many worthy organizations and causes 
around the Heights.
 Submit your organization’s volun-
teer needs by e-mailing Sruti Basu at 
sbasu@futureheights.org or calling the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423.
 Items submitted on or before the 
Heights Observer print issue’s monthly 
story deadline will be considered for 
the next column. (To see past columns, 
visit www.heightsobserver.org, and search 
“volunteer match”.)
Reaching Heights:  Reaching 
Heights’s Many Villages tutoring 
program, in its 11th year of service to 
the community, has open slots for a 
new after-school tutoring program at 
Gearity Professional Development 
School. Tutoring will take place Mon-
day through Thursday, 3–4:30 p.m., to 
help emerging first-grade readers build 
critical literacy skills. No experience is 
necessary. For more information about 
this and other volunteer tutoring op-
portunities, visit  www.reachingheights.
org or contact Lisa Hunt at 216-932-5110 
or lisa@reachingheights.org.

Heights Observer: FutureHeights 
publishes the Heights Observer and deliv-
ers it throughout Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights on or around the first 
of every month. Volunteers are needed to 
assist with deliveries to local businesses 
and institutions. Most routes take about 
an hour to complete. For more informa-
tion, contact FutureHeights at 216-320-
1423 or info@futureheights.org.

Free	  books	  mailed	  	  
to	  your	  young	  child!	  

If	  your	  child	  is	  	  
4	  years	  old	  or	  younger	  

And	  lives	  in	  	  
44106,	  44120,	  CH-‐UH,	  

East	  Cle.,	  Euclid	  or	  Shaker,	  visit	  

heightsfamily.org	  
for	  registra6on	  informa6on	  

Peace
Wishing you a warm 
and happy New Year.

ph: 216.371.8600 » FUNNYTIMES.COM 24 pages of humor, politics and fun »
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Only 4 people out of 100 can 
see the secret message 

Follow the 
Heights Observer 
on Facebook: 

facebook.com/futureheights/ 
 

Early childhood educator to speak at Jan. 
19 forum on education reform
Dan Bobeczko

Trying to make sense of the myriad 
educational reforms taking place 
in the country today is a daunting 
task. Sound bites on the news, posts 
on social media, and competing ar-
ticles in various newspapers create 
a virtual smokescreen that chokes 
out the reality of the classroom and 
true educational research. Pundits, 
political donors, and legislators in 
the limelight seem to draw attention 
away from what is really happening 
to our young learners as they and 
their schools continue to be labeled 
according to the results of standard-
ized test scores.  
 As part of its ongoing mission to 
inform the community about current 
issues in education, the Heights Co-
alition for Public Education will hold 
its next Speaker’s Forum on Thursday 
Jan. 19, in the cafeteria at the Wiley 
Campus of Heights High, 7–9 p.m. 
 Cleveland State University (CSU) 
professor Karl F. Wheatley, Ph.D., 
will present “Taking Back Our Public 
Schools: Escaping Market Myths and 
Doing What Works Best for Chil-
dren, Democracy, and Our World.”
 Wheatley will discuss “big-
picture education,” covering topics 
such as meaningful curricula, au-
thentic assessment, and trustworthy 
research and evidence. Attendees will 
also receive information on advocacy, 
acceptance, and facilitating healthy 
changes. 

 Scenarios and role-play will 
provide audience members an op-
portunity to garner skills necessary 
to discuss current issues of school 
reform with administrators, school 
board members, city officials and 
legislators.
 Residents of all communities are 
invited to attend. Free childcare will 
be provided, with advance reservation 
(call 216-321-0020). 
 Pre-reading materials are avail-
able on the Heights Coalition Web 
page (www.chuh.net/coalition) under 
the “Events” tab.  
 Wheatley has been a pre-K–3 
teacher/educator and educational 
researcher at CSU since 1994, and 
directs the school’s early childhood 
teacher education program.
 He is a staunch supporter of 
public education and a fierce critic of 
recent corporate-style education poli-
cies, including high-stakes testing, 
standardization, and privatization. 
He is currently writing a book titled 
Revolutionizing Education and Society: A 
Progressive Vision for Quality Education 
and a Healthy, Sustainable World.

Dan Bobeczko is a resident of University 
Heights and a 22-year veteran elementary 
school teacher with the Garfield Heights 
City Schools. He has a master’s degree in 
elementary administration and a Ph.D. 
in urban education policy from CSU, and 
is a member of the Heights Coalition for 
Public Education and Northeast Ohio 
Friends of Public Education.

 Last fal l ,  CHYC members 
helped out at events across Cleveland 
Heights, volunteering at the Happy 
5K & 1 Mile Fun Run, the Shaker 
Lakes Hike and Run, and the Heights 
Music Hop, as well as assisting in the 
organization of and recruitment for 
the fall Coventry park cleanup.
 At Heights High, the group 
organized a voter registration drive 
in September and addressed voting 
issues by helping students vote in the 
November election.
 CHYC members are also work-
ing to address the policy concerns of 
students at Heights High. 
 “We wanted to give Heights stu-
dents an opportunity to voice their 
opinions without limitation and give 

back to the community we all call 
home,” said David Fleischer, a Heights 
High senior and founder of CHYC.
 According to Fleischer, CHYC’s 
current members are all Heights High 
students, but the group hopes to have 
others join next year.
 Upcoming plans include tutoring 
and mentoring sixth-grade students 
at Roxboro Middle School.
 Those interested in CHYC and 
what the group is doing in the commu-
nity can find information on Twitter @
CleHtsYC, or contact the group directly 
at clevelandheightsyc@gmail.com.

Anya Chew and Avery Dyer are seniors 
at Heights High and members of Cleve-
land Heights Youth Committee.

chyc continued from page 1

On Dec. 5, the patel family donated $20,000 to the Cleveland Heights police and fire departments, 
in gratitude for their support during the tragic loss of Sunny Ravi patel. A family spokesperson 
said that the family is giving back funds from a gofundMe account to “all of the groups that 
made a difference during our loss.” patel was killed on Oct. 14 at his family’s Mr. Hero shop on 
South taylor Road in Cleveland Heights.

Family of Sunny Ravi Patel donates funds 
to CH’s police and fire departments

became extremely busy, so we began 
looking for a way to move the awards 
to the spring. With 95 percent of the 
voting now occurring online, we think 
a spring program with online voting 
is the way to go.”
 The group is dispensing with the 
traditional awards ceremony, in lieu of 
a public announcement in the Heights 
Observer.
 “Business owners are so busy 
and it is difficult to get them all 
together for an event,” said Bremer 
Fisher. “Instead, we will hand-deliver 
the awards directly to business own-
ers.”
 FutureHeights’ Planning and 

Development Committee has select-
ed the categories that will be on this 
year’s ballot. All Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights businesses 
are eligible to be nominated for 
each of the categories. Visit www.
futureheights.org to access the Best 
of the Heights 2017 ballot or look 
for a link to the ballot in the weekly 
Heights Observer e-news, beginning 
Jan. 15.
 For more information, call Fu-
tureHeights at 216-320-1423 or send 
an e-mail to info@futureheights.org.

Suti Basu is director of community build-
ing programs at FutureHeights.

best of heights continued from page 1
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very interesting life. Sometimes it’s 
so interesting, it sounds like it’s fab-
ricated!”
 Jacobson graduated from Cleve-
land Heights High School in January 
1960 and then enrolled at The Ohio 
State University.
 After studying business admin-
istration for a few years, Jacobson 
left college and joined the circus. 
He worked as a “candy butcher”—a 
concessionaire—until he learned the 
business of clowning.
 Jacobson worked mainly for the 
Mills Bros. Circus, whose owner lived 
in University Heights. He also worked 
for the Rudy Bros. Circus, the Hoxie 
Bros. Circus and the Shrine Circus.
 Jacobson was also a magician, 
who began studying magic at age 9. 
As an adult, he became an advisor to 
a group of young magicians, one of 
whom was Arsenio Hall.
 Drafted by the U.S. Army during 
the Vietnam War, Jacobson was a 
medical supply specialist in Okinawa, 
Japan. When his superiors learned of 
his performance background, they 
asked him to entertain injured sol-
diers, base personnel and their fami-
lies, and local residents at Christmas 
shows held on the base. Altogether he 
estimates that he entertained about 
5,000 people in December 1966.
 Discharged from the Army in 
1967, Jacobson married in 1968. His 
wife, Margot, worked as a teacher 
while he worked for his family’s ma-
chine shop—and continued working 

for the circus any chance he got.  
 Margot caught the performance 
bug, too, and also joined the circus. 
She rode the elephants, worked with 
the dogs during the dog act, and be-
came Jacobson’s assistant during his 
magic act. After eight years of travel 
and fun, the Jacobsons left the circus 
and had two daughters.
 Jacobson became the manager of 
his family’s machine shop and contin-
ued advising magic groups while Mar-
got worked at the University Heights 
Library. He also worked on weekends 
at the hardware store owned by his 
father-in-law, and became a certified 
locksmith. He eventually went to work 
for Dunbar Armored Car Company as 
the trainer for the Cleveland office.
 Margot died in 1988, after a battle 
with cancer.
 Jacobson joined the police aux-
iliary unit in 1977, at the urging of a 
family friend, Hugo Spitz. Through 
the years, Jacobson has trained and 
mentored all new auxiliary unit mem-
bers, worked at every road race, and 
attended innumerable block parties 
and civic functions.
 Jacobson has continued perform-
ing. One of his proudest moments was 
performing at the White House for a 
Halloween event on the East Lawn.

Patrick Grogan-Myers is the community 
development coordinator for University 
Heights. UH Mayor Susan Infeld con-
tributed background information for this 
article.

person of the year continued from page 1
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New Client 
Introductory Offer

$66 for one month of 
unlimited classes

($140 value)

1846 Coventry Road, 2nd floor
Cleveland Heights, OH | 216.965.0310

www.confluencecycleyoga.com

Career and Tech Ed offers diverse paths
Joy Henderson

On Dec. 2, sophomores at Heights High 
explored the 14 Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs offered to 
juniors and seniors. The all-day fair 
featured displays and demonstrations by 
students currently in the programs. In 
the spring, sophomores can select one 
of the two-year CTE programs during 
the school’s scheduling process.
 CTE programs offer “college and 
career readiness,” providing students 
with practical experience that many 
college-bound students lack. Tradi-
tional college-bound students can 
enroll in a CTE program to earn a 
certification that will qualify them for 
an above-minimum-wage job in their 
area of interest while attending college.
 Some CTE students enroll in the 
program because they have a passion 
for a particular field but do not want 
to attend a four-year college. Armed 
with certifications, they qualify for 
higher-paying, higher-skill jobs. Many 
of these students often pursue further 
certificates or training in a two-year 
college or industry-sponsored pro-
gram after leaving Heights High. Some 
also enroll in a four-year college after 
earning additional certifications and 
working for a few years in their field.
 Antonio Johnson is studying 
automotive technology in the CTE 
program. “I’ve always been inter-
ested in cars and I especially like the 
problem-solving aspect,” he said. “It’s 
a little bit like being a detective, us-
ing deductive reasoning to figure out 
what’s going on.” Johnson has earned 
the Automotive Service Excellence 
General Maintenance certificate and 
expects to have the Electrical and 
Brakes and Steering certificates by 
the time he graduates. After gradu-
ation, he plans to attend the Tri-C 
Automotive Technology program.
 Tristan Wilson (Clinical Health 
Careers) plans to earn the Nurse Aid 
Certificate this spring and, because 

demand is high, expects to get a 
job this summer. She is especially 
interested in psychiatric nursing and 
plans to attend college to earn an 
undergraduate degree in a related 
medical field. “I really enjoy the labs 
and learning about diseases and dis-
orders,” said Wilson. “I also like going 
to McGregor and getting hands-on 
experience at the nursing home.” 
 Charlie Adams (Computer Net-
working Technology) expects to earn 
the Cisco Certified Entry Network-
ing Technician certificate this spring. 
“This program has been great because 
we can work at our own pace,” he 
said. “I like the field trips because we 
get to see many of the jobs that are 
available.” Adams, a National Merit 
Scholar semifinalist, plans to attend 
college in the fall, to study computer 
science or physics.
 “To be career-ready in our ever-
changing global economy requires 
knowledge of skills, adaptability and a 
commitment to lifelong learning,” said 
Brad Callender, CTE director. “The 
CTE programs offer an excellent place 
for students to begin that process.” 
 More information is available at 
www.chuh.org/cte. 

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

antonio Johnson uses an electrical training aid 
to build basic circuits.

Learn about Urban Oak at open house

Andrea Rheaume

Urban Oak School third-graders 
celebrated the autumn harvest by 
honoring the Jewish festival of Suk-
kot. They created a sukkah to collect 
food, and Jean Miller, a Cleveland 
Heights resident and Waldorf home-
schooler, shared with the children the 
story and meaning of Sukkot.
 Together they blessed the suk-
kah, preparing it to receive donations 
from the Urban Oak community.
 Felicia Campbell and her third-
grade class delivered 168 pounds of 
food to the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank. The class visited Eddy’s Fruit 
Farm to pick apples, and a local bee-
keeper to learn about bees and honey.
 The children continued their 
harvest celebrations by preparing a 
dinner for family and friends on Nov. 
19. The harvest dinner began with 
a presentation of their main lesson 
books—a collection of the children’s 
artistic expression of their lessons—
followed by a selection of seasonal 

songs, verses, and the flute piece “My 
Paddle.” The harvest dinner featured 
a main course of homemade bread, 
served with freshly made butter, and 
vegetable soup; dessert was a warm 
apple cake.
 For more information about Ur-
ban Oak School (www.urbanoakschool.
org), visit its open house on Sunday, 
Jan. 22, 2–4 p.m., to experience bread-
making, view the students’ lesson 
books and tour the classrooms.

Cleveland Heights resident Andrea 
Rheaume is a parent volunteer for Urban 
Oak School.

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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Cure the winter blues: 
Brighten up the walls

Get $20 off on 
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

 www.communionofsaintsschool.org  • 216.932.4177

Join Us for an Open House
Sunday, January 29 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

 2160 Stillman Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO 
REGISTER FOR KINDERGARTEN!

Urban Oak third-graders playing on flutes. 
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QUINTANA’ S
b a r b e r  &  d r e a m  s p a

DON'T WAIT
treat yourself to a spa service...

schedule a tuesday service today! 25%off
25%off216.421.8380

barbershop (south bldg) 2200 south taylor road
spa (north bldg) 2190 south taylor road

not valid with any other discount. does not apply to senior staff.

we love tuesdayswe love tuesdays
enjoy a discount every tuesday in january

January 2017
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CH-UH district launches ‘public’ marketing campaign

Heights alumni and district form new foundation

 The most noticeable element 
is a new public art-inspired wind- 
screen outside the construction site 
at Heights High. The black-and-gold 
screen wraps from Lee Road onto Ce-
dar Road in front of the high school, 
and it features photos of current 
students, teachers and staff.

President Susan Carver (class of ’78).
 “Over the last two years we 
realized how much interest there is in 
supporting the schools,” said Talisa 
Dixon, CH-UH superintendent. 
“ T h e  n e w  He i g ht s  S c h o o l s 
Foundation will bring expertise in 
fund development so that we can 
keep our focus on creating a strong 
and effective learning community.”
 T h e  a l u m n i  f o u n d a t i o n 
previously focused exclusively on 
the high school, but HSF wil l 
broaden its focus to comprise pre-
kindergarten to 12th grade.
 District leaders expect that 
this broader effort will enable the 
district to strengthen partnerships 
and develop additional ambassadors 
to share the news of its students 
and alumni. HSF hopes to make 
meaningful matches between what 
the district needs and what donors 
hope to support, to enrich the 
educational experience in district 
schools.
 “We’ll work closely with the 
district leadership to understand 
where gaps exist and work together 
to fund solutions,” added Senturia. 
“The Heights Schools Foundation 
is the next natural step in the 
evolution of partnering with our 
alumni.”

 The district has been working 
alongside the Cleveland-area market-
ing firm Little Jacket to create the 
campaign.
 The district paid for the wind-
screen using $7,500 from a Knowl-
edge Works grant. The Dietrich 
family is paying Little Jacket directly 
for the campaign; that amount is not 
public.
 “Every time I go by the Heights 
High construction site knowing 
the transformation that’s occurring 

behind the fence,” said Dietrich, “I 
want everyone to realize the oppor-
tunity taking shape right here on 
Cedar and Lee.
 “I see the renewed building 
as one more reason for families to 
choose Heights. Not only will we 
once again see a beautiful historic 
façade, but more importantly the in-
terior will be a welcoming, light-filled 
space designed for a 21st century 
education. It’s an exciting chance 
for all our community’s students to 
experience what our public schools 
can offer.”
 “We are extremely grateful to 
the Dietrich family for funding this 
campaign and supporting our school 
district,” said Superintendent Talisa 
Dixon. “We are excited about the 
opportunity to actively promote all 
that the CH-UH school system has 
to offer, and we hope that the com-
munity embraces our efforts.”

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of com-
munications for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.

Scott Wortman

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District recently 
launched a new marketing campaign 
to promote the community’s public 
school system. The campaign centers 
on the theme “Public is for all.”
 The bulk of the campaign has 
been privately funded through the 
generosity of the Dietrich family, 
longtime supporters of the CH-UH 
school district.
 “I was interested in supporting a 
marketing campaign because I think 
a community is stronger when there’s 
broad support for its public school 
system, and I wanted to encourage 
that,” said Nancy Dietrich.
 Community members will begin 
to see campaign materials around the 
city and in the district’s overall public 
relations efforts. 

Scott Wortman

Cleveland Heights–Universit y 
Heights Cit y School Distr ict 
leadership is working with the 
Heights Alumni Foundation to 
transition alumni efforts to the 
Heights Schools Foundation (HSF), 
with an expanded mission and new 
leadership. 
 Julianna Johnston Senturia, a 
1987 Heights High graduate, is the 
executive director of HSF.
 “Public dollars cover the basics 
when levies are renewed, but it 
still leaves some funding gaps for 
enrichment, innovation, special 
capita l projects, co-curr icu lar 
activities—that’s where we come 
in,” explained Senturia.
 The creation of HSF is part 
of the district’s effort to grow its 
private fundraising efforts and 
create multiple channels for alumni 
and others to “give back” to the 
schools.
 Over the last few years, generous 
alumni have contributed $175,000 
in gifts toward the restoration of 
the high school clock tower. “We 
hope to build on that kind of effort 
to provide even more ways for 
private gifts to support the district’s 
work,” said HSF Board of Trustees 

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Chicken Feed ▪ Dry Straw Bales 
Chicken Treats ▪ Oyster Shells 

Stock Your Flock 

We Deliver & Stack 

13410 Cedar Road ▪ 216.932.0039 ▪ www.bremec.com 

January & February Hours:  
Tuesday-Sunday 10-5 ▪ Closed Monday 

Flourish in 2017 

Houseplants 
Purify the air in your home and 
chase away the winter doldrums 

The new windscreen outside of Heights High, at Lee and Cedar roads.
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Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

The school markets at Boulevard and 
Oxford elementary schools will con-
tinue to offer free fruits, vegetables 
and healthy pantry items to school 
families and other Heights residents 
this winter, and throughout the school 
year. The schools have partnered 
with School Market, a program of 
the Cleveland Food Bank, to provide 
nutritious food to district families 
and others, outside of the school day.
 Boulevard’s School Market takes 
place on the first Tuesday of each 
month, and Oxford’s is on the third 
Tuesday of the month, both from 2:30 
to 4:30 p.m.
 The school markets moved in-
doors in December, and Boulevard’s 
social worker Karen Allen saw a sig-
nificant drop-off in participation on 
the first indoor market day. “It was 
cold and rainy so I think that might 
have had an impact, especially for 
families without cars,” she said. The 
school served only 102 families on 
Dec. 6, compared to the usual 135.
 Allen hopes that the presence 
of a nutritionist from the food bank 
will help to draw more participants. 
At a recent market, the nutritionist 
prepared homemade chili for tasting 

Marjorie Preston

It’s only January, but believe it or 
not, parents of young children are 
thinking about preschool in the fall 
of 2017. St. Paul’s Cooperative Pre-
school is planning two open house 
events for parents who are thinking 
ahead. Both events take place on 
Monday, Jan. 9, 9:30–10:30 a.m., and 
6:30–7:30 p.m.
 Families are invited to explore 
the school and learn about its pro-
grams, ranging from the separation 
class for the youngest children to the 
pre-K class for those nearly ready for 
kindergarten, as well as morning and 
afternoon options.
 A vibrant and welcoming child-
centered, cooperative preschool, St. 
Paul’s has a mission of developing and 
encouraging social, emotional, intel-
lectual and physical development in 
the children in their care.

and provided printed recipes featur-
ing that month’s produce to help 
enable families to prepare healthy 
meals at home.
 The Cleveland Food Bank’s 
School Market program is available 
to any school where at least 50 per-
cent of the student body qualifies for 
free or reduced lunch—the federal 
government’s standard for poverty. 
The goal of the program, established 
in 2014 in response to rising poverty 
levels, is to ensure that students and 
community members have access to 
affordable fresh produce. In 2015, 
the program began adding healthy 
pantry items to its markets, and now 
delivers between 4,000 and 5,000 
pounds of food items to both Boule-
vard and Oxford each month.
 Children are welcome to pick up 
their own supplies and bring them 
home, and community members can 
show up without documentation or 
proof of address and still select food. 
“The goal of the food bank is straight-
forward: to feed people,” said social 
worker Cindy Schmidt. “So they put 
as few obstacles in place as possible.”
 The food bank’s only request is 
that schools document how many 
students, adults, families and senior 
citizens the program serves. 

 But what is a co-op preschool, 
anyway? A co-op is a different kind 
of school, run by a parent board 
that decides school policies. Parent 
involvement is key to the co-op ex-
perience.
 In a co-op, parent strengths are 
utilized in many ways. They serve on 
a board or school committee, par-
ticipate in the classroom or in other 
school activities. A parent’s typical 
day may include setting up learning 
centers, preparing and distributing 
snacks, or supervising outside play.
 St. Paul’s has provided the first 
school experience for many Heights 
families for more than 60 years. For 
more information about the open 
house or to schedule a tour, call 216-
932-0002 or visit www.stpaulscoop-
preschool.com. 

Marjorie Preston is a resident of South 
Euclid and a St. Paul’s Preschool parent.

 According to Schmidt, who has 
everyone sign in before “shopping,” al-
most 400 students, 125 families and 66 
seniors were served at Oxford’s mar-
ket on Oct. 18. Community members 
gathered early, filling bags with car-
rots, cucumbers, onions and romaine 
lettuce. Students eagerly lined up as 
soon as the school bell rang, bravely 
trying out an apple smoothie that was 
more delicious than it looked.
 “It’s yummy, like cinnamon!” 
said a fourth-grade girl who eagerly 
grabbed the printed recipe after tak-
ing a hesitant first sip.
 Samuel Saunders, father of an 
Oxford kindergartner, was volunteer-
ing at one of five overflowing tables 
and didn’t hesitate to close the deal 
with vegetable-phobic youngsters. 
“Carrots are like candy!” he called to 
all who walked by. “Carrots help you 
see in the dark, like a superhero!”
 The students ate it up, so to 
speak, and so did the adults. One 
mother and grandmother were 
thrilled with the “real fruits and 
vegetables, with all their twists and 
bumps—not like the stuff at the 
grocery store on steroids,” they said. 
“It’s phenomenal for the kids to get 
to be a part of this.”
 Second-grade teacher Sarah 

Adair agreed. “This is an amazing 
resource for our families. It exposes 
kids to new foods so they can be risk-
takers at home,” she said, referring 
to an International Baccalaureate 
learner profile.
 Program volunteers include com-
munity members who are happy for 
the opportunity to engage with their 
neighborhood school. “It’s as if the 
school is becoming a real thing to 
people, not just that brick building 
they pass by each day,” said Schmidt. 
 Lynne Maragliano, who retired 
from Roxboro last spring after 23 
years teaching kindergarten, is 
thrilled to help at Oxford’s market 
every month. “There’s nothing more 
satisfying than seeing people have 
good, real food. These children are 
my heart.”
 Oxford grandmother Brenda 
Beyah’s approach to volunteering is 
simple: “Any time I have an opportu-
nity to help my community, I take it. 
We should all be in a race to do good.” 

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former 
district teacher and a freelance journalist 
under contract with the CH-UH City 
School District. A longer version of this 
story appeared at www.chuh.org.

St. Paul’s Co-op Preschool plans 
open house events for Jan. 9

District’s free school markets move indoors for winter

DECEMBER 6, 2016
All members were present.

Library board interviews and election
All board of education members were pres-
ent: Kal Zucker, president; Ron Register, vice 
president; James Posch, Eric Silverman and 
Beverly Wright.
 The purpose of this meeting was to inter-
view candidates who had applied to fill a 
single open seat, for a seven-year term, on 
the Heights Libraries board of trustees.
 The candidates were Max Gerboc, 
Nicholi Evans and Russell Rucky.
 Each candidate met individually with 
school board members and responded to 
the same set of questions, which covered a 
range of topics, including the candidate’s 
ability to complete a seven-year term, what 
qualities the candidate brings to the library 
board, [the candidate’s understanding of] 
the relationship between the school board 

and the library board, challenges the library 
board faces, the candidate’s experience, 
and more.
 After discussion, the board elected Max 
Gerboc to fill the open seat.

Upcoming meetings
Regular board of education meetings are 
scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 20, and Tues-
day, Jan. 3, both at 7 p.m.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn. 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Board of Education Meeting highlights

         
    

   
   

   
   

   
 s

c
a

n
 T

o d
onaTe

do you like the     Heights Observer?
 
Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project. 

All proceeds are returned to the community  
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain  
the Observer and other important projects.

donate now by joining FutureHeights  
at bit.ly/observer-backer

Look for earlier and often expand-
ed postings of meeting summaries  
online at www.heightsobserver.org. 
See disclaimer on page 6.

Rick Haase

On Nov. 19, a group of Beaumont 
students spent the morning making 
fleece blankets and assembling bags 
containing personal hygiene items 
and food for Greater Cleveland’s 
homeless youth.
 Beaumont students also raised 
funds to benefit Bellefaire JCB’s 
Homeless and Missing Youth pro-
grams, led by Beaumont alumna 
Karen McHenry (’86).
 McHenry was instrumental in 
the “Take A Closer Look” campaign, 
in which mannequins dressed in 
hoodies explaining their homeless 
stories were placed around Cleveland. 
The mannequins were called “some-
bodies.”
 Service to others is an important 
part of the Beaumont School educa-

tion, and this community service 
work was part of Beaumont’s new 
BeauGirlz programming.
 Coordinated by Katie Parisi, 
who also runs Beaumont School’s 
summer camps, BeauGirlz encom-
passes the arts, athletics, technology 
and social service projects.
 Bellefaire JCB is among the na-
tion’s largest and most experienced 
child service agencies, and provides 
a variety of behavioral health, sub-
stance abuse, education and preven-
tion services.

Rick Haase is director of public relations 
and marketing at Beaumont School in 
Cleveland Heights. A Catholic school 
in the Ursuline tradition, Beaumont 
educates women for life, leadership and 
service.

Beaumont students help homeless youths
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Sheryl Banks

Heights parents and caregivers can 
now visit a branch of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public 
Library and join “1000 Books before 
Kindergarten,” a national literacy 
movement.
 “1000 Books before Kinder-
garten is a fun new program that 
encourages caretakers and parents 
to read 1,000 books with, or to, 
their child before that child starts 
kindergarten,” said Maggie Kinney, 
youth services librarian who is among 

those spearheading the program at 
Heights Libraries. “The program 
comes from a national nonprofit of 
the same name that promotes literacy 
in early childhood and gives program 
guidance to teachers and librarians to 
use in their community.”
 Some parents may be daunted 
by the large number of books in the 
program’s title, but Kinney explained 
that it’s not nearly as intimidating as 
it sounds. 
 “One thousand books does sound 
like a huge goal, but if you read one 
book a night to your one-year-old 
child, you’ll reach 365 books in a 
year,” said Kinney. “So, by age 2 
you’ve already hit well over 600, and 
by age 4 you’re over 1,200. And if 
your child loves Green Eggs and Ham, 
and they want to read it 50 times, you 
can count that book 50 times. It’s not 
1,000 separate books. It’s how many 
times you read.”
 “We end up reading Pat the Bunny 
at least five times in a row in my house,” 
she added, laughing.

 According to Kinney, reading with 
children from the time they’re born 
creates a positive experience around 
books and reading. If a child is having 
fun and feels loved while being read to, 
that experience creates a lifetime love 
of books and reading. It also expands 
vocabulary, imagination and other 
early literacy skills that help children 
learn once they start kindergarten.
 Kinney and other youth services 
staff have made the program simple 
and fun, and parents and caregivers can 
enroll a child at any time and at any age 
before that child starts kindergarten.
 Staff will provide parents with 
activity sheets to track a child’s read-
ing progress and, for each 100 books, 

kids will get a sticker to put on a big 
caterpillar mural at each branch. “We’ll 
also have prizes and activities along the 
way,” said Kinney.
 The program offers a free user-
friendly app for iPhone or Android 
devices, to help parents track their 
books. Users can find it in the app store 
by searching for “1000 Books before 
Kindergarten.” 
 For more information, visit www.
heightslibrary.org or stop in at the 
Coventry Village, Lee Road or Noble 
Neighborhood libraries.   

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the CH-U H 
Public Library System.

HEIGHTS LIBRARY

Library offers national pre-K literacy program

NOVEMBER 28, 2016
Jim Roosa, board member, was absent.

Library again receives five-star rating
This is the eighth year in a row that Heights 
Libraries has received this highest possible 
rating in Library Journal’s 2016 Index of 
Public Library Service. Library Journal is a 
trade journal for library news and has a cir-
culation of 100,000. Ratings are based on 
circulation, visits, program attendance, public 
computer use and eCirculation. The latter cri-
terion is new this year and reflects electronic 
media usage. The library’s circulation rating 
of 30.75 per capita indicates that roughly 31 
items were circulated for every resident in the 
Heights service area.

New janitorial contract
After receiving numerous complaints about the 
cleanliness of its branches, the library joined 
other governmental agencies in the Sourcing Al-
liance, which bids and contracts for various ser-
vices. The alliance worked with the Cuyahoga 
County Public Library to develop a contract for 
janitorial services. The company chosen, out 
of 20 interviewed, was Scioto Services. Other 
agencies in the alliance can use the identical 
contract and terms.
 The library has chosen Scioto Services for 
a seven-day contract; the prior contract was for 
five days only. The annual cost for 2017 is es-
timated at $117,773.28, which will include the 
University Heights Library when its renovation is 
complete.

Girl engineer program
The library’s internal innovative idea contest 
was won by Angelica George and will focus 
on STEM activities for girls, to create more in-
terest in the science and engineering fields. The 
group will partner with the Women in Science 
and Engineering Round Table at Case Western 
Reserve University. George and her team (Cas-
sandra Anselmi and Michele Graham) will at-
tend a day-long retreat on Jan. 31 covering top-
ics such as leadership, project evaluation and 
management, and data visualization.

Bookmobile video
Marketing Manager Sheryl Banks interviewed 
bookmobile users at the Huntington Green 
Apartments and will include comments in a 
video about the bookmobile. Attendance is 
growing at each of the bookmobile’s stops. The 
University Heights mayor’s newsletter will ad-
vertise the stops.

Friends Mega Sale a success
Friends of Heights Libraries President Linda Lo-
pez reported $8,461 in total sales and $345 in 
new memberships from the latest Friends Mega 
Sale. Proceeds will enable the continuation of the 
group’s $750 library science scholarships.

Oct. Public Service Report highlights:
•  Collaboration with The Music Settlement 

brought [about] a program by the Cleveland 
Cello Quartet for children and adults. The 
children were able to handle instruments and 
ask questions of the musicians.

•  At Coventry Village Library, “Dr. Who” writ-
er Lance Parkin discussed his career writing 
books as well as television episodes. “Who-
vians” in attendance participated in a lively 
post-talk discussion.

•  At Noble Neighborhood Library, children 
were able to choose a presidential candi-
date from a display by Angelica George, 
featuring book character candidates such 
as Baby Mouse and Squid.

•  New library card sign-ups in October to-
taled 285 for adults and 65 for children.

•  The youth services division, in partnership 
with the Cleveland Orchestra, presented a 
symphony storytime to families. Youth Ser-
vices Associate Shamekia Chandler and an 
orchestra violinist combined music and sto-
rytelling in the program, which 92 children 
and caregivers attended.

•  The Homework Helpers and Reading Buddies 
program returned in October. With several 
dedicated volunteers, on average, eight chil-
dren per week are helped with homework 
and reading.

•  In a parallel to Picture Book Madness, Youth 
Services Associate Chris Fries instituted Movie 
Madness, a contest where customers can vote 
in person or online for their favorite movies. In 
September, there were 651 votes. In October, 
862 votes were cast at the reference desk or 
on the library’s Facebook page.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Library Board Meeting highlights

CIA’s Continuing Education program includes a wide range  
of courses for adults and children in art and design taught  
by accomplished faculty, in a dynamic, friendly and 
well-equipped learning environment.  

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged

Do what 
you love

Continuing Education
Spring classes begin Feb 6

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

Look for earlier and often expand-
ed postings of meeting summaries  
online at www.heightsobserver.org. 
See disclaimer on page 6.

Kamaria Kabir reads to her daughter at Lee 
Road Library.
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What’s going on at your library? 
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Thursday, Jan. 19, 7–8:30 p.m.
Caregiver Bootcamp: Recognizing and 
Managing Difficult Behaviors. Learn 
the multiple and often interacting 
causes for a loved one’s inappropri-
ate or difficult behaviors, as well as 
real-world tips and strategies for 
managing and preventing them. 
Bert Rahl (MSSA, LISW-S), di-
rector of mental health services at 
Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging, 
will provide information on com-
munity agencies, organizations 
and programs that provide respite 
and other services—and how to 
qualify for them.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Sunday, Jan. 8, 2–4 p.m.
Preschool and Daycare Fair. Meet 
representatives from local child 
care and preschool providers, and 
learn about their organizations. 
The fair will be held in the library’s 
children’s room.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Fridays in January, 11–11:30 a.m.
Family Art Time. After storytime, the 
library will offer a small art project for 
small hands. Family Art Time is for 
parents and preschoolers of all ages.
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2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture Framing
2243 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Geraci’s Restaurant

award winning pizza

Geraciframeandart.indd   1 11/10/15   9:03 PM
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New Year . . . New Ideas.   
 

Create your own style.      

    
 
 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.     Cleveland Heights, OH  44118      
216-303-9862        Tuesday-Saturday  10-5 

 EASTWOOD   
FURNITURE 

 

We build custom sizes and designs  
to create your perfect piece. 

 

Solid Hardwood       
Made in Ohio       Designed by You 

 

     Now 3 locations . . .  
 23 Public Square in Medina  330-723-0014                        
 4722 Kidron Road in Kidron 330-857-2009    

www.eastwoodfurniture.com 

S en ior  C it i z en  H a pp en i n g s , 
sponsored by the City of University 
Heights, are open to al l senior 
citizens. Events take place on 
Thursdays at 2 p.m. in Council 
Chambers at University Heights 
City Hall. To receive the monthly 
schedule by e-mail, call 216-932-
7800, ext. 205, or send an e-mail to 
info@universityheights.com.

Jan. 5: University Heights Mayor 
Susan Infeld will ref lect on the 
city’s issues and accomplishments,  
as well as the challenges of providing 
service in the City of University 
Heights. She’ll outline the possible 
development of  new projects  
to benefit the community in the 
new year.
Jan. 12: Rachel Slomovitz, financial 
empowerment coach with ESOP 
(Empowering and Strengthening 

CH Senior Center News

Ohio’s People), will speak about 
fostering the economic betterment 
of disenfranchised communities 
through education and advocacy, and 
helping senior citizens age in place 
and preserve their financial stability.
Jan. 19: Grover Gilmore, dean 
of the Jack, Joseph and Morton 
M a n d e l  S c h o o l  o f  A p p l i e d 
Social Sciences at Case Western 
Reserve University, will discuss 
the noteworthy ach ievements 
of this first university-affiliated 
professional graduate school of 
socia l  work in A mer ica ,  as it 
observes its 100th anniversary. 
Jan. 26: Mitchell Balk, president of 
Mt. Sinai Healthcare Foundation, 
will share an impressive presentation 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
and the accomplishments of Mt. 
Sina i Hospita l ,  in Cleveland’s 
University Circle.

 If your interest is in art, consider 
attending a Saturday workshop 
taught by art instructor Susan 
Morse. January’s workshop is mobile 
sculptures, wherein participants  
will create a small sculpture out of 
balsa wood and decorative paper. 
The workshop will take place on Jan. 
28, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Registration is required for 
the art workshop, as is a $5 fee, to 
be paid in advance. Class size is 
limited, so call today to enroll.
 The Cleveland Heights SAC, 
located in the CH Community 
Center at 1 Monticello Blvd., offers 
a wide variety of programming for 
Cleveland Heights residents 60 and 
older, and is open Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 A  c o m p l e t e  s c h e d u l e  o f 
progra ms is  publ ished in the 
community center’s newsletter, 
which is available at Cleveland 
Heights City Hall, local libraries, 
the community center and online 
at www.clevelandheights.com.

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the CH 
Office on Aging and the Senior Activity 
Center. She can be reached at 216-691-
7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvhts.
com.

Amy Jenkins

Regular classes at the Cleveland 
Heights Senior Activity Center 
(SAC) resume in January, along 
with additional special programs 
intended to entertain and inform.
 Cleveland history enthusiasts 
w i l l  wa nt to attend a specia l 
program on Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 
11 a.m., in which local historian 
Dennis R. Sutcliffe will highlight 
the fascinating h istor y of the 
vicinity of 105th Street and Euclid 
Avenue. The event is free and open 
to the public.
 Originally known as Doan’s 
Corners ,  the a rea bega n as a 
stagecoach stop on the road from 
Buffalo to Cleveland. In the first 
half of the 20th century, it was 
an entertainment mecca, offering 
Clevelanders a taste of New York 
City-style high-life. By the 1970s, 
it was referred to as an “inner-city 
Disneyland” and was the flashpoint 
for battles with the city’s power 
structure. Today, Doan’s Corners 
is part of the sprawling campus of 
Cleveland Clinic.
 The Jan. 17 program will feature 
audio clips of famous celebrities who 
performed in the neighborhood.

Senior Citizen Happenings

Angela O. Kyei, 
MD, MPH, FAAD 
Board Certified 
Dermatologist 

SAME-DAY	APPOINTMENTS	

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights  216-417-3250 
www. cosmodermatology.com 

Adult	and	Pediatric	Dermatology	

Hair	Loss	Center	offering	PRP	treatments	

Laser	treatments,	including	hair	removal,	
spider	veins	and	more	

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 
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Great Eye Care. 
Locally Owned.

Dr. Ernest J. Robinson
• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Treatment of Eye Diseases
• Contact Lens Care
• Designer Eyewear

Walk-ins welcome

2259 Warrensville Ctr. Road
University Hts., OH 44118
216-371-5520
4625 Richmond Road
Warrensville Hts., OH 44128
216-765-0532

We accept all major vision and medical insurance

Free frame with 
purchase of lenses.
When you mention this ad

Outside 
prescriptions 
welcome

Signage and merchandising workshop
ideas and get feedback.”
 Register for this free event at: 
www.sig nagemerchandising work-
shop.eventbrite.com.
 S B D C  p r o v i d e s  n o - c o s t , 
confidentia l, one-on-one coun-
seling for businesses that wil l, 
or currently do, employ fewer 
than 500 employees. Additional 
ser v ices  i nc lude  t r a i n i n g ,  e -
counsel ing ,  qua l it y -based a s-
sessments, technical assistance, 
loan packag ing g uidance, and 
information on federa l ,  state, 
and loca l regulations and pro-
grams. For more information, 
contact Katie Van Dyke, SBDC 
director, at k.vandyke@csuohio.
edu or 216-321-1633.
 For more information about 
FutureHeights’ programs for lo-
cal businesses, call 216-320-1423 
or send an e-mail to info@future-
heights.org.

Sruti Basu is the director of commu-
nity-building programs at Future-
Heights.

Sruti Basu

F u t u r e -
He i g ht s 
a n d  t h e 
S m a l l 
Business 
D e v e l -
o p m e n t 
C e n t e r 
( S B D C ) 
will host 
a Signage 

and Merchandising Workshop for 
Businesses on Friday, Jan. 27, from 
9 to 11 a.m., at the Small Business 
Development Center, located on 
the second f loor of the Lee Road 
Library (2340 Lee Road).

 

Roni Callahan, an artist and mer-
chandising/display consultant, has 
a BFA in painting from Kent State 
University. She formerly worked 
as a signage and merchandising 
expert for the retail chain Anthro-
pologie. Callahan will present tips 
and tricks for effective signage 
and merchandising to help attract 
customers.
 The workshop is a component 
of the FutureHeights Planning 
and Development Committee’s 
initiatives to attract, retain and 
support the local businesses in 
Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights.
 “Because the Heights has so 
many storefront businesses and 
they depend on sa les from the 
pedestrian foot traff ic in their 
districts, we thought it would be 
important to focus on signage, 
window displays and merchan-
d i s i n g ,”  sa id  M ica h K i r m a n , 
committee chair. “Many Heights 
businesses already do this well, 
but there is always more to learn, 
and it will give business owners 
an opportunity to share their own 

30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA 
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP  

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.  
(216) 371-9760 

www.atmacenter.com 

/atmacenter  @atmacenter108  

Authentic Yoga  
for Body, Mind & Spirit! 

12502 Larchmere 
(216) 791-0918

www.feliceurbancafe.com 

Seasonally crafted menu and 
fine cocktails in a cozy setting 

NOW OPEN 

ON MONDAY 

in the  

Circle

Broadway

The Women’s Committee  
of the Cleveland Institute of Music presents

Saturday, February 4, 2017  
Severance Hall | 8 pm

CIM faculty member and Cleveland Pops conductor, Carl Topilow,  
leads the CIM Orchestra in an evening of classic Broadway music including selections 
from: An American in Paris, West Side Story, Oklahoma! and Fiddler on the Roof.

Pianist Kathryn Brown, CIM faculty, performs Gershwin’s classic, Rhapsody in Blue.  
Steven Greenman, CIM alumnus and renowned Klezmer violinist, brings “Fiddler” to life.  

Brooke and Bobby Wesner add the excitement of dance to An American In Paris.

FREE Tickets AVAILABLE Now!  
FREE Concert-only tickets are available thanks to the generosity of our sponsors. 

Call 216.231.1111 or visit clevelandorchestra.com

Benefit tickets start at $250. Join us for a benefit celebrating Richard W. and Patricia 
R. Pogue For more details, call 216.795.3215 or visit cim.edu/wcbenefit

Roni J. Callahan
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Mary Ryan

A portrait is commonly considered to 
be a painting, drawing, photograph, 
or engraving of a person, especially 
one depicting only the face or head 
and shoulders. Considering that the 
human face is one of the first things 
babies recognize, just weeks after be-
ing born, one might think that the 
artistic process of creating a portrait 
would be easy. Yet a truly engaging 
portrait conveys more than just a 
likeness, as viewers will see in the first 
Heights Arts exhibition of 2017.
 “Likeness,” which opens Friday, 
Jan. 13, brings together six North-
east Ohio artists who approach the 
portrait from different perspectives. 
They are playful with both point 
of view and materials, expressing 
information with color, texture and 
medium. Rather than necessarily de-
picting the head and shoulders of the 
sitter as in the traditional definition 
of a portrait, these works reveal some-
thing of the character of the subject, 
sometimes in unexpected ways.
 The exhibit showcases the follow-
ing artists: Sarah Curry, painting; Su-
san Gallagher, ceramics; Bernadette 
Glorioso, painting on repurposed 
fabric; Dave King, mixed media draw-
ing; Daniel Levin, photography; and 
Mary Ann Tipple, fiber arts.
 Guest curator Sharon Grossman 
noted, “You can have a portrait with-
out just glorifying someone’s face. All 
of these artists challenge the notion 
of portraiture by using traditional 
media in non-traditional interpreta-
tions.” One wall will be dedicated to 
self-portraits by the artists.

 The community is invited to a 
public reception on Friday, Jan. 13, 
6–9 p.m. A related gallery talk, “Ek-
phrastacy: Artists Talk + Poets Re-
spond” on Thursday, Feb. 9, brings 
together exhibition artists with 
invited community poets to discuss 
inspiration and interpretation of the 
works on view. The exhibition closes 
Feb. 25.
 On Saturday, Jan. 14, at 8 p.m., the 
Minneapolis-based new-music group 
Zeitgeist joins forces with Cleveland-
based No Exit for an exchange of local 
sounds and talent. The second annual 
cross-country collaboration features 
Zeitgeist and No Exit performing mu-
sic by Minnesota and Ohio compos-
ers. This free community concert is 
part of a series of music performances 
in the gallery, ongoing through June.
 The smaller spotlight gallery 
space, dedicated to showing works 
by Heights Arts’ working artist-
members, opens with an exhibition 
of painted stencil prints by Jeanne 
Regan on Friday, Jan. 27, 6–9 p.m. 
 Using the traditional Japa-
nese surface design technique of 
Katazome, Regan creates richly 
colored and patterned prints on bo-
tanical, celestial and meteorological 
themes. She is the recipient of an 
Individual Artist Fellowship from 
the Ohio Arts Council, and her work 
is included in permanent collections 
of the Cleveland Museum of Art.
 For more information on upcom-
ing programs and events at the non-
profit Heights Arts, visit its gallery 
and store at 2175 Lee Road, or go to 
www.heightsarts.org. 

Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts.

Heights Arts kicks off 2017 with  
two exhibitions and some Zeitgeist

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call Jared Lavender

Come see how your child can benefit from an immersive, 
personalized education — we’d love to show you around!

Co-ed Early Childhood and Infant & Toddler Center
Girls Kindergarten – Grade 4

FAMILY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday,  January 21    10 – 11:30 a.m.

To RSVP or to schedule a personal tour, call us at 216.320.8767.

Girls in the Garden, by Mary Ann Tipple, goes on view on Jan. 13.
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Soup 
weather 
is here!

T H E

� � � � � � � • � � � � �

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone-oven.com

Warm up with a bowl of our delicious hearty soup 
served with Stone Oven’s fresh, hearth-baked bread. 
Add a sandwich for the perfect winter meal.
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closed the place down in the mid-
’70s.  But I can’t say which restaurant 
that was. And maybe I should, actu-
ally, say that I think all that stuff was 
going on . . . and so does everyone else 
who was there.
 But, anyway, getting back to 
Irv’s: Thinking about hanging out 
there in January 1968 reminds me of 
an old song by the 2016 Nobel Laure-
ate in Literature, who sang:

With haunted hearts through  
the heat and cold,
We never thought we could  
ever get very old.
We thought we could sit  
forever in fun.
Our chances really were a  
million to one.

How many a year has passed  
and gone?
Many a gamble has been lost  
and won.
Many a road taken by many  
a first friend,
And each one I’ve never seen again.

I wish, I wish, I wish in vain
That we could sit simply in that 

room again.
Ten-thousand dollars at the drop  
of a hat – 
I’d give it all gladly if our lives  
could be like that.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the former 
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern 
Ohio Live, an author, and a professional 
musician and comedian. His writing focuses 
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.

The good January
SONGS AND 
STORIES

after that, sitting in the Stage Deli in 
Manhattan, I saw that a corned beef 
sandwich cost $15. So I told the story 
I just told you.)
 Irv’s was the heart of the Cov-
entry neighborhood in the late ’60s. 
I’ve mentioned the place a few times 
in these columns, and every time 
I’ve written about it, people have 
contacted me and asked what went 
on there, because I’ve alluded to 
something, but have never actually 
said anything. That’s because I can’t 
actually say anything.
 I will say this: There was a res-
taurant on Coventry that became 
weirder and sleazier over time; where 
you could buy drugs all over the place 
inside it; where there was prostitu-
tion going on in the basement (which 
carried over into the next-door 
apartment building); where various 
types of gambling were available; and 
where you could eat, except that the 
place was filthy, including the food-
preparation areas. The city, prodded 
by various civic organizations, finally 

David Budin

January has always seemed like a 
kind of lonely month. All of the holi-
day stuff is over. It gets a lot quieter. 
People, in this climate, stay inside 
as much as possible. We don’t run 
into as many friends and acquain-
tances in stores or at parties (because 
there are no parties) as we did in 
December. It’s terribly cold outside 
(and sometimes inside), and it’s dark 
and bleak. College and professional 
football is over and baseball is still 
three months down the road. TV 
networks run miniseries at this time 
of year—from “Roots” to “Downton 
Abbey”—because people are stuck 
inside and bored. And reading is not 
a group activity.
 But not all Januaries in my life 
have been lonely feeling. I actually 
enjoyed one of them. January 1968. 
It was the hippie era. And it was just 
before I left Cleveland, seeking fame 
and/or fortune in the music business 
in New York City. Coventry Road 
(before anyone called the neighbor-
hood by that name) was full of hippies 
and other counter-culture figures, 
and we all congregated in Coventry 
Road shops and on the street.
 And many of us hung out, every 
night, at Irv’s Delicatessen, at the cor-
ner of Coventry and Hampshire. The 
large restaurant’s tables and booths 
were always full of hippies, bikers, art-
ists, writers, my fellow musicians, and 
other misfits of society. You could get 
a bowl of matzo ball soup for less than 
a dollar. A big corned beef sandwich 
cost about $1.50.
 (I remember once, a few years 
earlier, I was eating there with my 
father and he said, “A dollar-thirty-
five for a corned beef sandwich? I 
remember when they cost fifteen 
cents.” And I said, “Fifteen cents? 
Why did they even bother to charge 
anything, at that rate?” And then, 
only about 10 years later, I was sitting 
in the Carnegie Deli in Manhat-
tan, reading the menu, when I said, 
“Seven-fifty for a corned beef sand-
wich? I remember when they cost 
a dollar-thirty-five.” And a decade 

 

SUITES AVAILABLE 

 
12000 Fairhill Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
office@montlackrealty.com 

 

Shaker Heights 
Cleveland Heights 
Lakewood 
Cleveland 

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 
• Walking distance to CWRU, 

Shaker Square and RTA 
• Refinished Kitchens 
• Hardwood Floors 
• Parking 
• Laundry Facilities 
• Dishwasher and Disposal 

 

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 

superbly 
maintained 

and well 
located 

apartments!” 
• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Custom copper flashings installed
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

Uston 

fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
& inspiration!

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220
boltandspool.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday 
11-6 pm
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We treat your yard like family

Full Residential 
Tree Services

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com

Free Estimates
440-463-7379

Careful • Knowledgeable • Neat • Professional

• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
•  Deep Root  

Fertilization
•  24-Hour Tree 

Service
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

Barbie Estrada

Lake Erie Ink: a writing space for youth 
(LEI) is collaborating with Dobama 
Theatre to inspire young people 
from Cuyahoga County to put their 
playwriting skills to the test. On Jan. 21 
and 28, kids will work with playwright 
Catie O’Keefe to write their own  
plays. A member of Dobama Theatre’s 
Playwrights’ GYM, O’Keefe has 
written plays that have been performed 
in the United States, United Kingdom 

and Amsterdam.
 During this two-part workshop, 
young playwrights will write, read 
and revise their plays for submission 
to Dobama’s Marilyn Bianchi Kids 
Playwriting Festival. The festival 
accepts original play submissions 
from first- through 12th-graders 
from Cuyahoga County. The winning 
plays are then transformed into 
performances—with costumes, props 
and all—at the summer festival. 
 The “Stage Write:  Youth 
Playwriting Workshop” takes place 
at Dobama Theatre on Jan. 21 and 
28, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The cost is $5 at the door. Interested 
young play wrights can register 
online at www.lakeerieink.org/register.  
The workshop is part of Lake Erie Ink’s 
Weekend Ink creative expression series, 
which introduces young people of all 
ages to professional artists and writers.  

Barbie Estrada is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and staff member at Lake Erie 
Ink: a writing space for youth.

Past participants in LEI’s youth workshop act 
out their original plays on stage with friends.
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LEI and Dobama join forces  
for youth playwriting workshop Jonathan Wilhelm

Two shadowy figures enter a garbage-
strewn apartment in Dublin, Ireland—
a young woman covered in blood and 
the older man who has just rescued her 
from a beating by her boyfriend. 
 These are the opening moments of 
“The Night Alive” by Conor McPher-
son, which is having its regional 
premiere at Dobama Theatre, Jan. 20 
through Feb. 12. 
 During the course of the play, the 
audience will question who rescued 
whom and from what, as “The Night 
Alive” explores the tentative human 
connections that are forged when four 
battered and destitute individuals form 
a makeshift family.
 Winner of the 2013–14 New York 
Drama Critics Circle Award for Best 
Play, “The Night Alive” was called 
“explosive and transcendent” by The 
New York Times.
 Dublin-born McPherson de-
scribes the work as “a very religious 
play . . . almost a grown-up Nativity 
play. I see it in those very simple terms, 
with all the motifs about giving shelter 
to someone who needs shelter and fea-
turing three wise men, none of them 
very wise here.”

Pamela Fine

Come sing about love, enjoy all good 
gifts, and learn your lessons well with 
the Heights Youth Theatre’s (HYT) 
production of Stephen Schwartz’s clas-
sic “Godspell,” opening Friday, Jan. 20. 
The show is appropriate for all ages.
 As told through a variety of games, 
storytelling techniques, music and 
dance, the parables of Jesus Christ 
come to life in this modern take on 
a timeless tale of loyalty, friendship 
and love. The show focuses on build-
ing communities through sharing joy, 
music and stories with others.
 “Godspell” is directed by Cleveland 
Heights resident Eugene Sumlin, with 
music direction by Stacy Bolton, and 
comprises 40 young actors in grades five 
through 12. Lead cast members  include 
Avery Pope as Jesus and Spencer Skok as 
John the Baptist/Judas. Jack Ina is the 
production’s stage manager.
 HYT has a rich 64-year history in 
the Heights, offering kids year-round 
opportunities to hone their theatrical 
skills and entertain audiences.

 Director Leighann Delorenzo 
said, “The challenge of this play is in 
capturing the enormity of seemingly 
ordinary moments of connection. But 
those moments can get us as close as we 
are ever going to get to understanding 
why we exist.”
 McPherson, who came to promi-
nence writing plays about hard-drink-
ing Irishmen with pessimistic world 
views, admits that his more recent 
work, including “The Night Alive”, has 
become more optimistic.
 “The Night Alive” is a drama 
about forgiveness and redemption that 
combines realistic elements with those 
of the spiritual and supernatural. This 
production features Joel Hammer, 
Anjanette Hall, Robert Hawkes, Val 
Kozlenko and David Peacock.
 A preview performance will be 
held on Jan. 19. Preview tickets are $10, 
general admission. For more informa-
tion and to purchase tickets for this 
and all of this season’s productions, go 
to www.dobama.org or call the box of-
fice at 216-932-3396. Dobama Theatre 
is located at 2340 Lee Road in Cleve-
land Heights.  

Jonathan Wilhelm is the associate managing 
director of Dobama Theatre.

 “Godspell” will be presented at the 
Monticello Middle School auditorium, 
3665 Monticello Blvd.
 Performances are scheduled for 
Friday, Jan. 20 and 27, at 7 p.m.; Sat-
urday, Jan. 21 and 28, at 2 p.m.; and 
Sunday, Jan. 22 and 29, at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets are $10 general admission; $9 for 
seniors and children under 6. Tickets 
can be purchased online or at the box 
office, which opens 45 minutes prior 
to each show. For more information, 
visit www.heightsyouththeatre.org.  For 
group seating information, call 216-
410-7500.
 Founded in 1954, HYT produces 
three to four complete musicals each 
year, offering kids and families an 
opportunity to gain valuable experi-
ence in the theatrical arts. HYT’s 
goal is to make theater affordable and 
accessible to people of all incomes 
and backgrounds in a nurturing en-
vironment that encourages social and 
emotional growth. 

Pamela Fine is executive director of Heights 
Youth Theatre.

‘The Night Alive’ opens at Dobama

HYT celebrates community with ‘Godspell’

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner
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No need to wait a month for more community news. 

get the 

Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

En Español, Por Favor 
Spanish Lessons 

 
Beginner to Advanced 

Reasonable rates  
First lesson free! 

 
 

 

Call or text Lili Rose 
(216) 470-5489 

Book Flower Clown for your 
next event. 

A fixture in the Heights 
Events and parties 

440-944-0278  

www.flower-entertainment.com  

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

Services Offered: 
Tax Preparation & Planning 

*Investments 
IRA Accounts 
Mutual Funds 

College 529 Plans 
 

Insurance: 
Fixed & *Variable Annuities 

Life Insurance 
 
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative 
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC 
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
2121 South Green Rd . 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
PH: 216.382 .9647 

Violin Lessons 
in Cleveland Heights

Marilyn Taylor
(B.M., M.M. in Violin Performance)

(216) 200-9143

marilynmarkstaylor@ 
gmail.com

marilynmt.com

PC HANDYMAN 
 
PC and Mac Repair 
End your computer troubles for good 
 
Our “Managed Services”contract offers: 
 Microsoft Office 365 
 Anti-virus protection 
 Online support and maintenance 

 
Just $29.99/mo 

 
216-236-8743            www.pchandy.net 

Based in the Heights 

friends@heightslibrary.org 
216-932-3600 x1234 

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds 
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Gutter Guru 
Professional Gutter Cleaning 
Local Cleveland Heights Business 

Contact Brooks 
iPhone: 216-543-4113 
bmj386@gmail.com  

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Stop in to check out our  
brand new repair facility! 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY 
 

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?  
Stuck trying to figure out what to do 

and how to do it?   
Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher 

 
216-242-9763 

 
gbelcher482@gmail.com 

www.gaylebelcherattorney.com 
 

34 years of legal experience 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Rahamatu’s 
Natural 

Health Clinic 
 

(opposite Nela Park off Noble Road) 
 

We are your neighborhood Alternative, Holistic, 
natural, diseases practitioners for your chronic 
conditions. We offer Free Reflexology with each 
consultation by RN, ND, Reiki, Acupressure point 
massage, relaxation therapy, etc. 
 

Call for an appointment. 
216-761-0375 / 216-632-1289 

 

25% off first visit. 

Observer advertising is good for your business  
and good for your community.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

For more information, visit www.judsonsmartliving.org

Judson Park offers a variety of assisted living options. From light 
assistance to full support services and 24-hour nurse oversight, 
residents receive personalized care in a warm and inviting setting.
•	 No entry fee and no community fee
•	 Consistently ranked 95% Overall Resident Satisfaction 

according to the State of Ohio
•	 On site rehabilitation, therapy, home care and hospice
•	 Access to all signature amenities on campus including 

educational, cultural and wellness programs
Located in the quiet neighborhood of Chestnut Hills in Cleveland 
Heights, Judson Park is just minutes away from world-class 
healthcare at the Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals.

To learn more about the assisted living neighborhoods 
at Judson Park, please call (216) 791-2004.

Come experience the Assisted Living 
neighborhoods at Judson Park! 

James Henke

Jimmy Kuehnle’s work frequently 
comprises huge, three-dimensional 
sculptural pieces, depicting bicycles, 
clothing and other items. Some of his 
work is also performance art—pieces 
he can ride or otherwise interact with 
physically.
 Kuehnle, 37, lives in Cleveland 
Heights and is an assistant profes-
sor in the foundation department 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art 
(CIA). He has won many awards for 
his work, which he has exhibited 
both nationally and internation-
ally. Kuehnle’s work is currently 
on view at the Akron Museum of 
Art, in an exhibition titled “Jimmy 
Kuehnle: Wiggle, Giggle, Jiggle,” 
open through Feb. 19.
 The Community Partnership 
for Arts and Culture (CPAC) named 
Kuehnle a 2016 Creative Workforce 
Fellow, awarding funds for a project 
that connects artists to the Greater 
Cleveland community.
 Kuehnle said he plans to use 
the money from the CPAC award to 
enhance and advance recent bodies 
of work that include large inflatables 
in public spaces and in museums.
 “These inflatables offer tradi-
tional art audiences an interactive, 
engaging and ephemeral experience, 
while at the same time providing 
the general public views of them 
from outside. They also enhance 
the general ambiance of the urban 
environment,” explained Kuehnle.
 Born in Atlanta, Kuehnle moved 
with his family to St. Louis when he 
was 3, and he grew up there. He took 
four years of art classes at Desmet 
Jesuit High School, and became 
involved with the school’s poster 
club, a group that made posters for 
football games and other events, 
which hung in the school lobby. “It 
was my first experience of doing art 
and presenting it to a large audi-
ence,” Kuehnle recalled.
 Kuehnle earned a bachelor’s 
degree in fine arts at Truman State 
University, in Kirksville, Mo. As an 
undergraduate, he and some friends 
created the Tom Thumb Gallery in 
the house where they lived. 
 “There was really nowhere to 
display art, so I decided to set up my 
own gallery in my house,” he said. 
“We would do two or three exhib-
its every semester, and we also had 

events there.” The gallery still exists.
 After graduating from Tru-
man, Kuehnle traveled to Japan, 
where he taught English for two 
years. He returned to the United 
States and earned a master’s degree 
in fine arts at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio, in 2006. He 
then received a Fulbright Graduate 
Research Fellowship, and he went 

back to Japan to re-
search public art and 
practice sculpture.
 In 2010, Kuehnle 
became a visiting assis-
tant professor of art at 
the University of Ala-
bama in Huntsville. 
 The following year, 
Kuehnle was hired by 
CIA and moved to 
Cleveland. He lived on 
East 124th Street for 
about a year, and then 
moved to Cleveland 
Heights.
 “I wanted to live 
on the East Side, so I 
could ride my bike to 

work,” he said. “In August of 2012, 
when I was looking for a new place 
to live, I picked Cleveland Heights. 
I love the community, and I like all 
the arts here, at places like Dobama 
Theatre and the Cain Park Arts 
Fest.”
 Kuehnle married fellow art-
ist Mimi Kato in 2004. Kato was 
named a CPAC Creative Workforce  
Fellow in 2013.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights 
resident, was a writer and editor at 
Rolling Stone magazine for 15 years. 
He is also the author of several books, 
including biographies of Jim Morrison, 
John Lennon and Bob Marley. He is 
on the board of FutureHeights, and  
is co-chair of the Heights Observer  
Advisory Committee.

CH artist Kuehnle’s interactive work is focus of Akron exhibition

Jimmy Kuehnle on one of the bikes he created.
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french FRIES

CROSS-EYED
you’ll go

DELICIOUS

Best French Fries in NE Ohio 
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family 
Friendly Restaurant

so

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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