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Center Mayfield building comes down
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The building for which the Center
Mayfield Business District in Cleveland Heights is named has been demolished. On Jan. 9, residents noted
that construction fencing and heavy
machinery had been put in place. That
evening, Allan Butler, housing programs director for the city of Cleveland
Heights, confirmed that a demolition
permit had been issued to Independence Excavating on Dec. 14, 2016.
In the city of Cleveland Heights,
if the owner of a commercial property
wants to demolish a structure, he must
file for a demolition permit and pay a
permit fee. No city board or commission must review the request before
the permit is issued. Independence
Excavating paid a permit fee of $128.75.
The Center Mayfield Building,
3907–3927 Mayfield Road, was the
most prominent building located in
the “Triangle”—the district bounded
by Mayfield, Noble and Warrensville
Center roads. Constructed in 1917, the

Graig Kluge

INSIDE

Construction fencing surrounded the Center Mayfield Building on Jan. 9, in preparation for its
demolition.

building contained a 1936 theater addition and had been mostly vacant for the
last six years. The site also included the
Mayfield Noble Building, 2966 Noble
Road, which was also demolished.
Residents have known since early
last year that the owner of the Center
Mayfield Building, Keyes-Treuhaft
Co., intended to demolish it if a buyer
could not be found—the property is
currently valued at $1.2 million by the
county. The owner had such a purchase

offer from Circle K, which planned to
demolish the existing structure in order to build a 16-pump gas station and
convenience store. Residents voiced
their opposition to the proposed
project at a public hearing on March
3, 2016. At its March 7 meeting, Cleveland Heights City Council voted to
deny the developer’s request to rezone
two adjacent residential properties on
Vandemar Street to commercial, so
continued on page 4

Noble Neighbors celebrates three years
of accomplishments

CHHS concert features violinist Daniel Fields

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Audrey Wynne

The Heights High Symphony will
feature senior soloist Daniel Fields
during the Instrumental Music
Department’s Winter Concert on
Thursday, Feb. 9, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Wiley Campus. Fields, who
plays the violin, was a winner of
the department’s 2016 Senior Solo
Competition.
In addition to being a member
of the Heights High Symphony,
Fields, 17, is in his third season with
the Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra and is also a member of the
orchestra’s Advanced Performance
Seminar. He also serves as an intern
in orchestra operations with the
Cleveland Orchestra.
Fields began his violin studies at
the age of 4, and has studied with
Callista Koh, Eugenia Poustyreva,
and Peter Otto, his current instructor. He has also participated in mas-

courtesy ch-uh city school district

Brenda H. May

Student violinist and Heights High Symphony
concertmaster Daniel Fields.

ter classes with the artists such as
James Ehnes, Sonja Braaten Molloy
and Lembi Veskimets.
For the past four summers,
Fields has attended the prestigious
Interlochen Arts Camp in Michigan, where he was a member of the
World Youth Symphony Orchestra
and the Intermediate Symphony
Orchestra. During the summer of
continued on page 2

Forest Hill Church invites community to celebrate Black History Month
“Speaking of Race: Black Lives
Matter Here” is the theme of
Forest Hill Church’s month-long
Black History Month celebration,
featuring entertaining, musical and
educational events. All events are
free and open to the public, with
donations to the church’s food
pantry or other free-will offerings
welcome.
The series of programs kicks
off on Sunday, Feb. 5, 12:30–2 p.m.,
with a presentation by Rev. Dr.
Catherine Borchert, exploring the
Heights Observer February 1, 2017

courtesy Peg Weissbrod

Peg Weissbrod

March will be the topic of a Feb. 19 discussion.

19th-century history of race relations in the Presbyterian Church
in Northeast Ohio. She will discuss
			

how this history laid the foundation
for race relations in the 20th and
21st centuries. Refreshments will
be served.
During the weekend of Feb.
11–12, members of the church will
be engaged in a direct action to
help support financial justice. Small
groups plan to eat at black-owned
restaurants throughout Greater
Cleveland, and reflect together on
the importance of supporting blackowned businesses.
Throughout the month, Forest
Hill Church encourages the com-

continued on page 9
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Thirty-five people gathered at Christopher’s Pub on Jan. 3 to look back at
Noble Neighbors’ achievements for
2016, and there were many:
• Carol Roe, a neighborhood resident,
began her term on CH City Council
in January 2016, bringing representation for the neighborhood to
City Hall.
• Noble Neighbors asked RTA to assess the 41 bus route on Noble Road,
and it was determined that ridership on the route—the only line to
offer 24-hour service in Cleveland
Heights—justified an additional
bus shelter, which was installed in
late spring.
• Vandemar Street residents successfully organized in opposition
to the rezoning of two residential
properties to accommodate a large
convenience store and 16-pump gas
station.
• Noble Neighbors distributed flyers in a neighborhood ward urging
residents to deny a bar permission
to sell alcohol on Sunday, and permission was voted down.
• The organization also participated
in the Cleveland Heights master
planning process, volunteered at
schools and attended every city
council meeting.
In support of Noble Neighbors’
big annual May event, FutureHeights
awarded Noble Neighbors funds
from its neighborhood mini-grants
program to buy flowers and signs for
beautification projects at five public
perennial gardens and in numerous
continued on page 2
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Suggestion for a
conversation to have
with your kids
To the Editor:
Have you ever had little conversations with your kids about perspective on life? Have you ever shared
the realization that their K–12
education is the largest free gift
they will ever receive in life, other
than perhaps from their family?
You can have any number of
perspectives on how good or bad
the education is, but the dollars
spent and the number of people
spending lots of hours caring about
them will never happen again in
their life.
Over several decades of volunteer and substitute teaching in the
CH-UH system, every time I ask
this question of the kids, from first
grade to 12th grade, if they know
this is the largest free gift they will
ever receive in life, they always
look surprised, never disagreeing,
just puzzling about it.
“It is the thoughts we don’t
have that get us in life.” The best
reason to have life conversations
with your kids.

The views and opinions expressed in this publiction do not necessarily reflect the views and
opinions of the Heights Observer, its publisher
and staff, or of FutureHeights, its staff and board
of directors.
Seed funding for the Heights Observer generously provided by the Cyrus Eaton Foundation, the
Dominion Foundation, and the Katherine and Lee
Chilcote Foundation. Powered by the 9th Estate.

Allen Wilkinson
Cleveland Heights

About the Observer

Read the whole story at
blogs.heightsobserver.org

The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
March issue must be submitted by
Feb. 6. We publish some articles online
as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.
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Heights Education
Group Uncovers
Widespread Opposition to Confirmation of DeVos as
U.S. Education Secretary
[On Jan. 9], members of the Heights
Coalition for Public Education presented to the local staffs of Senators
Sherrod Brown and Rob Portman
a joint statement—signed by 20
statewide and local educational and
civic organizations—opposing the
confirmation of Betsy DeVos, President-elect Donld Trump’s nominee
for U.S. Secretary of Education. The
U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions (HELP) Committee
will begin the confirmation hearing
on the Betsy DeVos nomination on
Wednesday, January 11.
The Heights Coalition for Public
Education began circulating the statement for sign-ons on Tuesday, January 3
and quickly uncovered deep and widespread concerns about DeVos’s record
of using her billionaire philanthropy to
lobby for privatizing education.
When some organizations lacked
a way to meet formally to consider
our letter, they polled their members.
People responded by telling leaders of
their organizations their own stories
and their concerns about the danger
of losing democratically controlled
public schools whose mission it is to
serve all children. . . .
—Jan Resseger
				

Noble neighbors continued from page 1

business district planters. Another
grant paid for movable signage for the
event, which is known as the Noble
Community Home and Yard Sale.
The 2016 event, which took
place May 13–15, exceeded attendance
ast 2015’s inaugural home and yard
sale. Noble and Oxford elementary
schools joined in with NobleFest and
Oxford Carnival, while merchants
festooned their stores with balloons
and advertised specials.
The Church of the Master, Disciples Christian Church, Noble Road
Presbyterian Church, Bethel Church
and Start Right Church participated
with an ice cream social, bake sales,
craft sales, a line dance class, building material sales, a rummage sale,
children’s activities, musical events,
a plant sale and a movie.
Home Repair Resource Center
sold tools. Noble Neighborhood Library hosted a free book “sale” and
children’s activities. The Boy Scouts
offered free hot dogs and activities at
the Denison Park shelter; the police
academy held tours and demonstrations; and the Oxford Community,
Woodview Hope, and Montford gardens, along with the Noble Neighborhood Library Children’s Garden, were
all open for visitors.
Musicians roamed the neighborhood and played music on porches
for yard sale browsers and food
vendors. Real estate open houses
showcased the affordable, delightful
and varied homes in the district. In
all, thousands of visitors enjoyed the
neighborhood.
Greater Cleveland Congregations
partnered with Noble Neighbors to
investigate property ownership and
home-repair concerns. FutureHeights
is partnering with the organization
to develop an inventory of business
district properties, businesses and
vacancies, in support of the city’s
economic development planning.
A back-to-school celebration in
August targeted the apartment residents along Noble Road. Chalk art,
ice cream and the rocket car sent kids
smiling into the new school year.
chhs concert continued from page 1

2016, he was a participant in the
inaugural season of Interlochen’s
concertmaster academy. Additionally, Fields was a participant in the
highly competitive 2016 Logan Arts
Leadership Seminar, held at Interlochen.
In addition to his interest in
music, Fields enjoys volunteering
for political campaigns, traveling,
reading, and playing soccer for
Heights High. He said he is grateful for all of his musical mentors,
his academic teachers, his violin
teacher, and his mother, Kathleen
Collins, for always believing in him
and encouraging him to do his best,
day in and day out.
When he begins college next
year, Fields would like to continue
pursuing his passion for music with
a double major in music performance and arts management.
“Daniel has made tremendous
strides forward as a violinist and
as a leader in the orchestra, and he
2

brenda h. may
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Chalk art (and artist) at Noble Neighbors’ backto-school celebration.

The second election forum
hosted by Noble Neighbors, this time
regarding the CH-UH school levy,
gave residents insight into both pro
and con positions. A video recording
of the meeting provided access to
the information-sharing event for all
district voters.
The year ended with a new initiative, Light up Noble! Every resident,
institution and business was invited
to put lights in Noble-facing windows, to welcome the thousands of
visitors who annually come to view
the Nela Park holiday lights.
At the Jan. 3 meeting, those attending identified reasons for continuing to volunteer in the neighborhood: increasing the visibility of the
community and attracting economic
development, fostering a positive
identity and sense of belonging,
making sure neighborhood voices are
heard and gaining needed resources.
Residents left the celebration at
Christopher’s with a feeling that
Noble Neighbors’ success to date is
palpable and visible, and that theirs
is a neighborhood on the move.
(Check out Christopher’s Pub,
located in the former Pete’s Tavern
space, for great food served with graciousness. More information about
the restaurant, at 1318 Warrensville
Center Road, can be found at www.
christopherspub.net.)
Brenda H. May is one of the leaders of
Noble Neighbors. Learn more about the
organization at www.nobleneighbors.com.
deserves great credit for both of
those achievements,” said Daniel
Heim, instrumental music director of orchestras. “His command
of the Mendelssohn is impressive,
and we’re looking forward to a very
exciting performance with the symphony.”
The Heights High Instrumental
Music Department’s Winter Concert Series, at the Wiley Campus,
begins on Feb. 8, at 7:30 p.m., with
the Midwinter Concert, featuring
the Concert Band, Chamber Ensemble, Symphonic Band and the
Concert Orchestra. It continues
on Thursday, Feb. 9, with the Symphonic Winds and the Heights High
Symphony, featuring violin soloist
Daniel Fields. Both concerts are
preceded performances by chamber
ensembles at 6:30 p.m.
Audrey Wynne is a member of the
Cleveland Heights High School Band
and Orchestra Parents Organization
(BOPO).
www.heightsobserver.org
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Some Forest Hill residents consider autonomy Forest Hill Home Owners association enforces covenants and protects housing standards
Forest Hill into a separate village.”
Fiona Reilly

With the recent recall of East Cleveland’s mayor and city council president, along with that city’s struggles
to stay afloat, some residents in the
neighborhood of Forest Hill are
voicing support to secede from East
Cleveland and Cleveland Heights in
favor of forming an autonomous municipality, The Village of Forest Hill.
These homeowners believe the
creation of a self-governing entity
is needed to combat the growing
number of neglected and abandoned
homes that are plummeting property
values and contributing to a negative
perception of Forest Hill as a neighborhood on the brink.
A number of toxic houses, many
of which have been vacant for years,
continue to blight Forest Hill—a direct result of the 2008 housing crash,
foreclosure crisis and incompetent
oversight.
One of the most egregious examples is the home at 15922 Forest
Hill Blvd., in East Cleveland. This
eyesore has sat vacant for more than
a decade. The roof is caving in, the
trees are taking over, and it appears
that squatters may be using the
house as a drug den. Tangled up in
a complicated web of tax and legal
issues, this house has fallen through
the cracks of the city and county
bureaucracies. Shockingly, its delinquent property taxes are in excess of
$75,000 and continue to be assessed.
“How do we deal with vacant
homes in an inner-ring neighborhood when the cities are powerless
to act, the county is doing nothing
but collecting taxes, the banks just
sit on these houses, and our homeowners’ association is paralyzed to
take action?” asked Mike Reilly, a
33-year resident of Blackmore Road
in Cleveland Heights.
“Despite years of requests,
Forest Hill has received no help
from East Cleveland or Cleveland
Heights,” said Michael Wells, who
has lived on Glynn Road in East
Cleveland for 26 years. “We need our
own village to take care of the community and advocate for residents.
Ohio law allows for community
secession. How exciting it would be
to put our energy into incorporating

John D. Rockefeller established
Forest Hill in the late 1920s as one
of the first homeowner associations in the country with protective
covenants in the deeds of all homes
to maintain high standards and preserve and enhance property values.
“We are in a unique and powerful
position because we have covenants
to protect the standards, but no one
is enforcing them,” Reilly added.
“The implosion of East Cleveland,
the layoff of staff in Cleveland
Heights, and the hangover from
the housing crash have made these
covenants our lifeline to protect
the community. Our well-meaning
volunteer homeowner’s association
is just not capable of cleaning up the
dredge of bank-owned homes that
have sat vacant for years.”
Westover Road in Cleveland
Heights has numerous homes that
are in decline; at least six properties
on that street are rentals. Lower
Newbury Road in East Cleveland,
where former Mayor Gary Norton
lives, has a number of homes that
are vacant or abandoned, with dilapidated cars and trucks parked in
driveways, street signs falling down,
and rampant potholes. Short-sale
vacancies dot the area, with no resolution in sight.
Representing residents of more
than 1,000 homes in East Cleveland
and Cleveland Heights, The Village
of Forest Hill would serve as its own
government agency and assume the
responsibilities of the current Forest
Hill home owner’s association.
“For many years, homebuyers
flocked to Forest Hill because of the
architectural charm and beauty of
the homes and neighborhood,” said
Rich O’Donnell, a 41-year resident
of Blackmore Road in Cleveland
Heights. “That didn’t happen by accident; it was the result of an active
homeowner’s association enforcing
standards and working with the cities to address code violations. Sadly,
the attention to detail and to responsibility isn’t what it used to be. What
they can’t or won’t do, residents can
by creating a self-governing village.
This requires a ‘can do’ attitude and
we have that in spades.”

Pete Grebus

continued on page 9

The Forest Hill Home Owners association (FHHO) is a nonprofit
founded in 1950. Forest Hill spans
both Cleveland Heights and East
Cleveland, containing 991 singlefamily residences and a small number
of apartment buildings. It’s important
to understand that FHHO does not
possess the mechanisms of a modern
HOA—mandatory dues, the ability to
make repairs and bill the homeowner,
or the ability to easily attach liens to
properties. FHHO does, however,
have standards relating to siding,
roofing, landscaping and general exterior maintenance that go beyond
both Cleveland Heights and East
Cleveland housing standards.
FHHO views its relationship
with Cleveland Heights as a strong
and productive one. Cleveland
Heights has been responsive in assisting FHHO to address non-operational vehicles, broken streetlights
and damaged fire hydrants. With the
privatization of housing inspections,
we did lose a tile roof, but the city
renewed its commitment to preserving our historic housing stock, and we
had a productive conversation with
the private inspection company.
East Cleveland, however, has
been more problematic, which
shouldn’t come as a surprise given the
dire financial straits faced by the city.
FHHO had a good relationship with
former Mayor Norton, and will be
meeting with Mayor King to discuss
Forest Hill, and determine how East
Cleveland can support Forest Hill’s
housing standards.
FHHO’s Standards Committee
handled 63 violations in 2016, along
with 7 variance applications. The
vast majority relate to paint, gutters,
landscaping and driveway condition,
or other minor violations. Most of
these violations are addressed by
the homeowners within a reasonable
time frame. However, we do have
long-term housing issues that are not
so easy to remedy. Each situation is
different.
The house at 15922 Forest Hills
Blvd., in East Cleveland, is indeed an
eyesore. The previous owner passed
away, after using the equity in the

property to finance his business. The
house has been uninhabited for a
number of years. In spite of our best
efforts, FHHO has not been able
to identify the current owner of the
property. To help with resolution,
Senator Sherrod Brown’s office is assisting through contacts at the FDIC.
In another case, a resident had
moved to a relative’s house for an
extended period of time, due to a
series of illnesses. A kind call from
FHHO resulted in the homeowner
returning to her home. With volunteer help from the neighborhood,
we addressed landscaping issues at
the house and, through a Cleveland
Heights grant, the homeowner was
able to have her house repainted.
With a single phone call, the Forest
Hill community was able to help a
distressed resident become a vibrant
and welcome homeowner—a success
by any measure.
In the case of 2558 Newbury
Drive, a house acquired by the
Cuyahoga Land Bank, construction
took longer to begin than the Land
Bank originally estimated, but work is
currently underway, as is evident from
the pulled and posted permits on the
building. FHHO has met with the
Land Bank and developer to ensure
that its standards are met. We look
forward to a new homeowner at this
residence in the coming months.
FHHO has cultivated a relationship with the Land Bank; FHHO
met with Gus Frangos, its president,
last year. During that discussion, we
agreed in principal how FHHO and
the Land Bank can work together to
identify any Forest Hill property that
is facing a tax foreclosure, and ensure
that FHHO can acquire the property. FHHO’s goal in acquiring these
properties is to rehabilitate them in
keeping with Forest Hill standards,
with an eye toward universal design
(www.universaldesign.com). This aligns
with FHHO’s strategic agenda of developing an aging-in-place capability
(www.vtvnetwork.org/) within Forest
Hill.
Pete Grebus, president of Forest Hill Home
Owners Association, is focused on building
community and enabling residents to stay
in their homes as long as possible.
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What CH city service will be privatized next?

Cartoon by Maria Scrivan

Heights of
Democracy

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

In 2015, the city of Cleveland Heights
moved to privatize its water department, but backed off in the face of
community opposition. Despite that
strong negative response, last summer the city privatized its building
department, turning it over to SAFEbuilt, a Colorado-based company
now owned by the private equity firm
Riverside.
As state governments have
squeezed funding to cities in recent
years, the trend toward privatizing municipal services has accelerated. With the Republican sweep to
control all branches of the federal
government added to that party’s
control of 32 state legislatures and 33
governorships, pressure to privatize
can only be expected to intensify.
In our July column, “Take Back
the CH Building Department,” we
outlined some specific concerns
about privatizing a municipal service
that has been a net revenue generator
for the city for many decades. There
may be time to reverse this: Cleveland Heights can withdraw from its
three-year contract with SAFEbuilt
on July 1, 2017, giving 120 days notice.
While City Manager Tanisha
Briley asked city council to approve
that contract because she was unable
to recruit qualified personnel to staff
the department in-house, University
Heights Mayor Susan Infeld recently
hired a new building commissioner
and maintains a three-inspector staff.
How is it that a private company like
SAFEbuilt can hire certified inspectors, and neighboring cities can keep
their own building departments,
while Cleveland Heights is unable to
accomplish these tasks?
We have also begun to wonder:
What city service might be next in
line for privatization?
So we asked. Mayor Cheryl
Stephens’ response that she had “no
idea” was pretty much echoed by city
council members Mary Dunbar, Michael Ungar and Jason Stein. Kahlil
Seren and Melissa Yasinow did not
return our calls, and Carol Roe’s
voicemail was full.
As stated to us, council members’ views on privatization differ
somewhat, but not radically. Mary
Dunbar said, “I am not opposed,
but I think we need to look very
carefully because we sometimes
may not understand the unintended
consequences.”
Michael Ungar commented, “I
generally lean against it. If the city
manager and staff state compelling
reasons why the CH taxpayers should
privatize a city service, I would have
to consider it, but not for anything
that directly affects public health
and safety. I would never support
privatization of our safety forces.”
He added, “The profit motive is com-

Provided by Funny Times, a Cleveland Heights-based business.

demolition continued from page 1

that the properties could be added
to the development site.
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The Mayfield and Noble road
buildings were located in a C-2 Local
Retail District, which, according to
the city’s zoning code, is established
for “the continued operation of small
neighborhood commercial establishments and to concentrate new retail
businesses in buildings that typically
locate side by side in order to create
and encourage pedestrian activity.”
Given the denial of the rezoning request, the property owner’s intentions
for redevelopment remain unclear.
Although the Cleveland Heights
2011 Strategic Development Plan
called for the city to “encourage restoration of Center Mayfield Theater
marquee to highlight its historic
architectural character,” the city now
has a vacant lot instead.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.
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pletely misaligned with the interests
of citizens.” We agree.
Given that misalignment, why is
privatization occurring so frequently?
In The Fox in the Henhouse: How Privatization Threatens Democracy, authors
Si Kahn and Elizabeth Minnich
wrote: “The great divide and looming
struggle of the twenty-first century is
between two cultures . . . the private
profit culture and the public good
culture.”
By definition, for-profit companies are accountable only to their
shareholders. Their highest priority is
to maximize profits, and profits can
only be extracted from the pockets
of residents who become their customers. Privatization does not save
money for cities or taxpayers, does
not necessarily deliver better services,
and obstructs direct public accountability.
The ideology and practice of
privatization are not spread on the
wind. The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) was founded
in 1973 to bring corporate influence
to bear on state policy. It has promoted an anti-regulation, anti-tax,
anti-union and pro-privatization
agenda by providing model legislation
and introducing state legislators to
corporate representatives who both
influence their thinking and buy their
votes through campaign contributions.
In 2014, ALEC established the
American City County Exchange
(ACCE), an affiliate devoted to advancing its agenda at local levels. City
and county officials pay annual dues
of $50, while corporate membership
fees range from $5,000 to $15,000.
According to Minneapolis Mayor
Betsy Hodges, “ACCE is just another
effort to rig our democracy in favor
of corporate special interests.”
Steve Arnold, mayor of Fitchburg, Wis., attended an ACCE
meeting in December. He reported:
“After two years of operation, ACCE
has not strayed from the ALEC
model of producing model bills by
and for corporate sponsors who
either intend to prey on the public
without regulation or retribution, or
who hope to privatize the ongoing
services which are democratically
and cost-effectively delivered by
cities, towns, counties, and school
boards. . . . ALEC and ACCE are
also evolving policies and structures
to better insulate their corporate
funders from the outrage of those
they harm.”
Having run out of space and
time, we close with these questions:
Will Cleveland Heights bring the
building department back in-house?
And, secondly, which city function
might be targeted for privatization
next?
Carla Rautenberg is an activist and
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident.
Deborah Van Kleef is a musician and
writer, who grew up in Cleveland
Heights and has lived here as an adult for
over 30 years. Contact them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
www.heightsobserver.org

Opinion

Silence is not an option
the common
good

Susie Kaeser

What do you do when you don’t agree
with the direction your elected officials are taking you? When you know
their goal is to destroy something you
value deeply, should you observe with
disdain or act?
Is it sour grapes to disagree? Is it
a violation of the principle of majority
rule? Is it disloyal or unpatriotic or a
waste of time?
Or is it the most important thing
you can do as a citizen?
I’m taking the last option! Our
voices are our most powerful political
tools. You simply have to speak up if
you disagree. When people are silent it
implies indifference or consent, and it
perpetuates compliance. Voicing your
opposition encourages others to come
forward and express theirs as well.
This is how you build momentum and
the power that comes with numbers.
Silence is the same as consent. Protest is moral and important and powerful. The First Amendment protects our
right to speak up, assemble and petition
our government. This right is meant to
be used! It is patriotic to use it!
In my research on the early
civil rights movement in Cleveland
Heights, a major lesson for the activists was learning that, when they took
a stand, they discovered other likeminded people. This discovery gave
confidence and more voices to their
work, along with personal rewards
and enough supporters to make real
change. A few people said no to something deeply entrenched, and over 10
years toppled a deeply engrained system that created a segregated region.
Their persistence and ability to change
public opinion and behavior made
housing integration a new reality.
Their experience continues to be
influential. I think of them any time
I feel like giving up. What if they had
stayed home?
I am obsessed with public education. Effective and inclusive public
schools help to bind our society
together in common purpose. They
value every person, create opportunity,
build community and create trust.
The needs of the individual are balanced with the needs of society. They
promote critical thinking, the truth,
social skills and a strong social fabric.
They release the capacity that resides
within every child.
These strengths and social imperatives are currently under attack
by state policies that promote testing

and privatization, and at the federal level by the Trump administration’s pick of an anti-public school,
pro-privatization billionaire to lead
federal education policy. Education
should not be about greed, profit,
exclusion, blame, or who wins and
who loses, and yet our elected leaders
are taking it in that direction.
My blood is boiling. My only option is to get out of my comfort zone.
I am most effective when I support,
encourage and value others. It is difficult to be the person who says no,
who visits the offices of senators and
other elected officials, or stands in the
cold to protest dangerous positions and
potential threats to our safety—the
person who has to explain her values to
someone who may completely disagree.
I’d rather stay home. But I can’t.
Is it worth the effort? Yes!
I am a proud member of the
Heights Coalition for Public Education, which started three years ago
when more than 160 people participated in a reading group that focused
on education privatization. Common
knowledge led our group to action.
We established a position statement
and gathered close to 1,000 signatures. We’ve held forums and lobbied
our school board members to become
activists who are willing to challenge
harmful state education policy.
When we started, we didn’t know
if it would make a difference, but we
had to try. The actions have informed
people about a serious problem. That
knowledge has inspired many to be
vocal and not accept the humdrum
narrative of public school failure. Our
concern helped motivate our superintendent and board of education to
join a recent statehouse protest by
school leaders from around the state.
They are now engaging their peers in
building a broader constituency to
end privatization and testing. Each
action creates something more and, in
the end, many actions lead to change.
In early January, the coalition
decided to challenge the choice for
secretary of education. In two days we
mobilized 16 state and local groups to
join our challenge. Because we spoke,
many others did, too. Our work will
have effects. We may not win this specific fight, but we are building momentum that communicates to our elected
officials that they are not representing
our interests and should not claim to be.
While silence has been characterized as golden, it is the enemy
during these dark times.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Call Jared Lavender

www.KellerNational.com
Have Radiators?
Want Central Air?
The Unico system was designed
for older homes like yours. This
system provides exceptional
comfort without any messy and
expensive remodeling. Call
today for your initial inspection.

The only Hann Family owned heating
and cooling business in Cleveland.

HEIGHTS SPECIAL

Pre-season discounts apply to all
installations completed prior to 5/31/17.
Project space is limited.

216-932-9755
Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462

February is

National Embroidery Month

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights and former director
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the national board of Parents for Public Schools.

Join us for one of our classes
or plan your own!
Call or visit our website for more information.

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

2026 Murray Hill Road

{ the old schoolhouse : Historic Little Italy }

Shop Hours : Tuesday - Saturday 11 - 6pm
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Opinion

A wiser alternative for University Heights?
point of view

Anita Kazarian

In the closing months of 2016,
neighbors posted on Nextdoor.
com, a social media site, that they
heard gunshots. One resident posted: “Hats off to the police that
were here immediately.” University
Heights police found shell casings,
corroborating resident posts.
On Nov. 6, posts by the neighbors discussed their personal experiences concerning safety and enforcement of city ordinances. One post
recalled a conversation with Mayor
Susan Infeld about the challenges
of enforcing ordinances of homes
owned by non-resident owners.
On Nov. 6, Mayor Infeld wrote
her own post: “The ordinances are
enforced . . . regarding the maintenance of a property, and criminal
nuisance ordinances regarding noise,
illegal behavior . . . rental property
inspections, number of unrelated
adults, etc. So, a resident recalls
a conversation one way, and the
mayor, differently—a classic “he said
she said” moment.
At the Nov. 7 UH City Council
meeting, the mayor interrupted a
Q-and-A between a council member
and the police chief to interject a
long statement into the public record naming four citizens who used
social media to discuss crime.
The four residents now have
their good names recorded into the
public domain because the mayor
named them at the taped meeting
for posting “lots of misinformation
about crime.” The mayor did not
identify this “misinformation.”
The residents were dismayed
when they learned the mayor had
called them out by name. One said,
“It felt like a scarlet-letter moment
. . . our crime was simply discussing
crime.”
Mayor Infeld tells us sites like
Nextdoor are not intended for such
discussions; that it is the wrong
venue to use if we have concerns.
But is it? Isn’t it time for University
Heights to better understand how
sites like this can be used to benefit
the city’s residents?
Mayors who try to discourage
people from sharing information
just raise more questions. Anytime
you try to put a blanket on something, it “feels” suspicious to people.
People want to know what is
happening in their neighborhood;
they want to know quickly and as ac-

Watch Your Money Grow

Bremec Bond
with a

PAY ONLY $35
WORTH $50

Through February 28th
In the Garden Center
May 1-August 1

Bonds Available Online, By Phone or In Store
Bonds cannot be combined with other coupons, We are not
responsible for lost or stolen bonds. Additional restrictions apply;
see website for details. All Bonds expire 12/15/17.

www.bremec.com

curately as possible. Right now, UH
residents use sites like Nextdoor
because that is where they believe
they find timely information.
If I held an elected position
in UH, I would use this as an opportunity to work with community
leaders. One resident suggested the
reputation management approach;
another to explore how other communities and police departments
are viewing social media. This is
new ground for city governments
and agencies long accustomed to
protocols rarely being questioned.
Isn’t a more effective model to
embrace social media rather than
criticize people for using it? Social
media offers a cost-effective way for
municipalities to provide timely, accurate, open and transparent communications to their citizens.
Social media is in its infancy;
some approaches will work, others
will not. Adapting is key.
Nextdoor offers free citywide
communications for public agencies
where “residents get to know each
other, ask questions, share recommendations, and discuss safety.”
The Cleveland Heights Police
Department is active on Nextdoor.
The CHPD posts crime updates
and requests citizen help in finding
suspects. CHPD also has a robust
and active Facebook page, in addition to it’s Web page on the city’s
site.
This is not to say that Cleveland
Heights and its police department
have the answer. Crime will never
be that simple. But they are exploring how social media can best serve
residents.
An example: CH Police Chief
Annette Mecklenburg placed a
Nov. 30 post on Nextdoor explaining how recent bump-and-run car
robberies took place, and described
likely targets based on history.
She also enlisted what some call
“Community Watch on steroids”
by asking the virtual community to
notify police if anything suspicious
was seen. This is embracing social
media.
To paraphrase a football term,
the best defense against “misinformation” is a robust offense of open,
transparent and timely information on multiple social media sites.
Playing ostrich no longer works.
If municipal agencies do not post
timely information, neighbors will.
Anita Kazarian, a 31-year resident of
University Heights, has been active in
many of the city’s volunteer organizations.
She wants to hear your thoughts; write to
her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.

8000 Square feEt of supervised play
in south euclid
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University Heights News

University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
DECEMBER 19, 2016
Mayor Susan Infeld and council members
Susan Pardee (vice mayor), Pamela Cameron, Phillip Ertel, John Rach, Steven Sims,
Michele Weiss and Mark Wiseman were
present. Also present were Luke McConnell,
law director; Larry Heiser, finance director;
and Kelly Thomas, clerk of council.
Jerome ‘Jerry’ Jacobson named
University Heights citizen of the year
Mayor Susan Infeld presented Jerry Jacobson, a University Heights resident since 1950,
with a certificate naming him 2016 citizen of
the year. Jacobson, a member of the police
auxiliary unit since 1977, is a longtime member of the Memorial Day Parade committee.
City budget for 2017
Council approved, on second reading, the
appropriation of funds for current expenses
and other expenses commencing Jan. 1,
2017, and ending Dec. 31, 2017.
Cedar-Taylor streetscape
Council approved, on emergency, an application for a $150,000 grant from the
Cuyahoga County Community Development
Block Grant 2017 Muni Grant program for
streetscape improvements at Cedar and
Taylor roads. Patrick Grogan-Myers, the city’s
community development coordinator, came
before council to answer questions. The grant,
submitted on Dec. 23, would be used to level
sidewalks to make them pedestrian friendly
and ADA compliant. If the grant is approved
and funding [is sufficient], benches and
planters will be installed in city-owned areas.
Update on 3505 Tullamore Road
Mayor Infeld informed council that, within
the next 30 to 60 days, the Cuyahoga Land
Bank will determine whether the house at
3505 Tullamore Road will be demolished
or renovated. Council expressed surprise,
as some members thought the property had
been scheduled for demolition. The mayor
explained that when demolition funding was
approved last January, they were told there
would be an 18-month demolition/renovation
window. Councilman Rach, an architect, said
that he believes the home is beyond repair
and needs to be demolished. Despite the
mayor’s reservations, Vice Mayor Pardee
made a motion to demolish the property
sooner, saying it was poisoning the neighborhood. The motion proposed use of city
money, not to exceed $14,900, to demolish
the house within 60 days to ensure that the
property, which has become a neighborhood
nuisance, is addressed sooner [rather] than
later. The motion was seconded and passed.
Finance director
Finance Director Larry Heiser has accepted
a position in another city.
LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.
JANUARY 3, 2017
Mayor Susan Infeld and council members Susan Pardee (vice mayor), Pamela Cameron,
Phillip Ertel, John Rach, Steven Sims, Michele
Weiss and Mark Wiseman were present. Also
present were Luke McConnell, law director;

and Kelly Thomas, clerk of council.
Cuyahoga Land Bank to acquire
3505 Tullamore Road
Law Director Luke McConnell reported that
the Cuyahoga Land Bank has issued a decree
of foreclosure for 3505 Tullamore Road, and
expects to acquire the title by late January/
early February. The land bank will then decide
to demolish or rehab the property. Councilman
Sims supports rehabbing the property, but
several council members said it was beyond
repair. McConnell said that if the property is
demolished, demolition would be in mid- to
late-March. He wasn’t given a time frame for
a rehab. Mayor Infeld said the advantage of
having the land bank rehab the property is
that not only do they fix it, they also market it
until it’s sold. Vice Mayor Pardee expressed
concern that the land bank hasn’t provided
a firm estimate for demolition or rehab, and
suggested the city might be able to act more
quickly. McConnell said the city has submitted
10 bids for demolition of the property, but
only one had been returned, at $28,383. The
vice mayor had submitted a motion to use city
money, not to exceed $14,900, at the previous council meeting. He said that if the city
decides to demolish the property, it will start the
demolition/rehab process from scratch, further
delaying action. The mayor assured council
that the land bank has the expertise needed
to address the property, which Councilman
Ertel has called a cancer in the neighborhood.

Create your own
SUMMER adventure.
HB offers a wide array of summer programming for boys
and girls ages 3–21, with dozens of offerings to choose from.

Visit hb.edu/summer to browse through academic, athletics, adventure,
theatre, and specialty camp options to create your own one-of-a-kind
experience. We offer flexible scheduling. Call 216.320.8085 for details.
March 20 – 31
July 24–August 11

June 12 – July 20

VACATION CAMPS

Broad Horizons Beginner

Co-ed, Preschool – Grade 8

Co-ed, ages 3 & 4

Broad Horizons

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

Home address signs
Building Commissioner Lawrence Brown
presented an update on city ordinances regarding the size and visibility of home address
signs. Brown said that residents could receive a
penalty for not having numbers on their homes
or for numbers that are not the appropriate
size. The penalty is a fee of $500 and a possible prison sentence if owners don’t comply.
Councilwoman Weiss expressed concerns
about the penalty, and Councilman Wiseman
stressed that the city can determine how to
best enforce the ordinance without enacting
draconian penalties. Wiseman has scheduled
a meeting with Brown, and the ordinance will
be presented on second reading.

DAY CAMPS

Girls, Kindergarten – Grade 5

Broader Horizons
Girls, Grade 6 – 8

Naturally Beautiful.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

EASTWOOD
F URNITURE

Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are abstracted from LWV observers’ written reports. The
summaries have been edited and prepared
by Anne McFarland, Charlene Morse
and Maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer
reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public meetings
and are not official statements of the Heights
Chapter of the League of Women Voters
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.

3451 Fairmount Blvd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-303-9862
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

We build custom sizes and designs
to create your perfect piece.
Solid Hardwood
Made in Ohio
Designed by You
Now 3 locations . . .
23 Public Square in Medina
4722 Kidron Road in Kidron

Made
In
Ohio

330-723-0014
330-857-2009

www.eastwoodfurniture.com
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Cleveland Heights News

12502 Larchmere
(216) 791-0918
www.feliceurbancafe.com

James Henke
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In January, Cleveland Heights resident
Danny R. Williams became the new
president and CEO of Eliza Bryant Village, the oldest African-American longterm care center in the United States.
Located at East 72nd Street and Wade
Park Avenue in Cleveland, Eliza Bryant
Village is a nursing home, adult-daycare
and independent-living center.
In taking the new position, Williams stepped down as executive director
of the Free Medical Clinic of Greater
Cleveland (now called Circle Health
Services).
“I’ve been at the Free Clinic for
10 years now, and it has gone through
a significant transformation,” Williams
said. “I did a number of major things at
the clinic, and I think the clinic is now
at a stage where my departure would not
be a challenge.
“I’ve been blessed to spend the
bulk of my professional career working
for organizations that promote health
and inclusion and justice for vulnerable
communities.”
		
“Danny has capably led the
Free Clinic through momentous transi-

New Client
Introductory Offer
$66 for one month of
unlimited classes
($150 value)
1846 Coventry Road, 2nd floor
Cleveland Heights, OH | 216.965.0310
www.confluencecycleyoga.com

Come experience the Assisted Living
neighborhoods at Judson Park!
Judson Park offers a variety of assisted living options. From light
assistance to full support services and 24-hour nurse oversight,
residents receive personalized care in a warm and inviting setting.

tions and challenges during his
tenure here,” said
Debra Rex, president of the health
center’s Board of
Trustees. “We are Danny R. Williams
saddened that he is leaving us, but
grateful for all he has done to help the
organization evolve from its beginnings
as a free-spirited drop-in clinic . . . He
has put this clinic on a forward-looking
trajectory that will enable it to grow and
improve.”
Williams, 63, was born in Cleveland, and graduated from Collinwood
High School. He majored in psychology
at Princeton University, earned a law
degree at the University of Michigan,
then got a master’s degree in nonprofit
organizations at Case Western Reserve
University.
Williams worked as a private-practice lawyer for 13 years, focusing on civil
litigation and nonprofit organization. In
1990, Cleveland Mayor Michael White
selected Williams to be the city’s law
director. Three years later, Williams became a Cuyahoga County administrator.
In 1995, he became executive director
of the Cuyahoga County chapter of the
American Cancer Society.
“That cemented my interest in
health issues and nonprofit organizations,” Williams said. “I knew I was not
going back to law.”
Williams originally moved to Cleveland Heights in 1985 and lived there
until he became Cleveland’s law director,
whereupon he relocated to Cleveland.
He returned to the Cleveland Heights in
1993, and now lives on Elandon Drive in
the Ambler Heights neighborhood.
“The thing I like the most about
the Heights is the eclectic nature of the
neighborhoods,” Williams said. “If you
don’t appreciate diversity, you shouldn’t
come to Cleveland Heights. It would
be like moving to New Orleans and not
liking music! But Cleveland Heights has
been a great place for me and my family.”
Williams and his wife, Lin, have
two children, Jennifer Perry, a sergeant
in the U.S. Army, and David Williams, a
West Coast scout for the Chicago Bears
football team.
James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident,
was a writer and editor at Rolling Stone
magazine for 15 years, and is the author
of several books. He is on the board of FutureHeights, and is co-chair of the Heights
Observer Advisory Committee.
french FRIES
so

• No entry fee and no community fee
• Consistently ranked 95% Overall Resident Satisfaction
according to the State of Ohio

DELICIOUS
you’ll go

• On site rehabilitation, therapy, home care and hospice

CROSS-EYED

• Access to all signature amenities on campus including
educational, cultural and wellness programs
Located in the quiet neighborhood of Chestnut Hills in Cleveland
Heights, Judson Park is just minutes away from world-class
healthcare at the Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals.

To learn more about the assisted living neighborhoods
at Judson Park, please call (216) 791-2004.

Best French Fries in NE Ohio
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

For more information, visit www.judsonsmartliving.org
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Best Vegetarian & Family
Friendly Restaurant
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courtesy danny williams

CH resident Danny Williams takes new post

Seasonally crafted menu and
fine cocktails in a cozy setting

Cleveland Heights News

FutureHeights offers community-building
workshops and mini-grants this spring

Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
JANUARY 3, 2017
Council members Cheryl L. Stephens
(mayor), Jason Stein (vice mayor), Mary
Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil Seren and
Melissa Yasinow were present. Council
Member Michael N. Ungar was absent.
Road resurfacing bids
The city received bids for the Cedar Road
resurfacing and the Cedar-Fairmount
streetscape. The lowest responsive bidder
was Perk Company Inc., in the amount of
$3,991,539.91, for which council authorized a contract.
Liquor permits
James C. Barle Inc. (Upper Level, 3099
Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
44118) has applied to transfer permits from
Inglewood Group LLC, doing business as
Rockefellers (same address). In addition,
Noble Roman Inc., doing business as
Noble Gas (2610 Noble Road, Cleveland
Heights, Ohio 44121), has applied for
new permits. Mayor Stephens referred the
latter request to the law director and city
manager for further review.
Nuisance abatement update
Kahlil Seren reported on the results of an
appeal hearing, held Dec. 27 and 28 by
the Nuisance Abatement Board of Review,
regarding council’s designation of the
following properties as nuisances to be
abated:
• 1610 South Taylor Road: The owner was
given until March 1 to address code
violations.
• 950 Nelaview Road: Demolition was
deemed inappropriate. The owner will
have debris removed, and the property
will be inspected.
• 3560 Mayfield Road (the bar/restaurant
Rise Bar): Some changes seem to have
been made since June; if there is another
incident within six months, however, the
certificate of occupancy may be revoked.

Sruti Basu
• 13093 Cedar Road: The appeal was
withdrawn by the city.

FutureHeights is offering several
tools to help Cleveland Heights residents leverage their neighborhoods’
assets and enable creative projects to
improve their quality of life through
its Community Capacity-Building
Program, including a series of workshops for neighborhood leaders and
small grants to support neighborhood
projects.
Since the program’s launch in
2015, FutureHeights has awarded approximately $10,000 in mini-grants
to support 13 projects in Cleveland
Heights. Residents can apply for up
to $1,000 for citizen-led neighborhood projects, events and activities.
In addition, 25 residents—from several neighborhoods, including Noble,
Forest Hill, Cain Park, Boulevard,
Severance, Cedar Fairmount, Coventry and East Fairfax—have completed the workshop series, which
takes place over several months each
spring.
“When you’re communityminded, you don’t just care about
your area, you care about all of it,
and the workshops helped connect
our individual efforts to the entire
community,” said Rhonda DavisLovejoy, a 2015 participant and
resident of Cain Park neighborhood.
“Through the workshops we created
relationships that will last forever;
they’re probably worth a million
dollars.”
“We have several principles
that guide the program,” said Mark
Chupp, an assistant professor at Case
Western Reserve University’s Mandel
School of Applied Social Sciences and
former chair of the FutureHeights
Civic Engagement Committee, which
led the sessions. “We believe that institutions lead best by stepping back
and supporting residents and voluntary groups, and that everyday people
have the power to do extraordinary
things right where they live.”
The program takes an Assets
Based Community Development
approach, which means that it seeks

Amendment to CH public hearing
ordinance
Since 2014, council has held a public
hearing each year, during the third week
of January, to examine the impact on the
city, state and nation of political influence
by corporate entities and big money, in connection with the most recent election. Corporate entities include business corporations,
Political Action Committees (PACs), Super
PACs, 501(c) groups and unions. The third
week of January typically coincides with
the observance of the birthday of Martin
Luther King Jr., which has made it difficult
to schedule the public hearing. Therefore,
council approved an amendment to Section
183.01, Public Hearing, of Chapter 183,
Political Influence by Corporate Entities,
of the city ordinances to establish more
flexibility in the scheduling of the hearing
date. With this amendment, the hearing will
now be held during an evening or weekend
time. The 2017 hearing will take place on
Wednesday, Jan. 25, at 7 p.m., in council
chambers. The city will publicize the hearing
on its website and in area media at least
two weeks in advance. The city will also
record the minutes of the hearing and make
them available to the public no later than
March 1 of each year by posting them on
the city’s website.
LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.
[Cleveland Heights City Council did not
have a second meeting in December.]
Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

forest hill church continued from page 1

munity to support black-owned
businesses. A listing of suggested
businesses and restaurants is available at www.fhcpresb.org.
On Saturday, Feb. 18, 6:30–8:30
p.m., the public is invited to the
church’s third-annual gospel concert. The internationally acclaimed
Wright Family Singers, featuring
Mother Willie Mae Wright, will offer an evening of praise and musical
worship to feed the soul.
On Sunday, Feb. 19, at 12:15 p.m.,
a discussion of this year’s featured
all-church book reading, the graphic
novel March, will be accompanied
by a delicious soul-food potluck.
March chronicles the life of
Congressman John Lewis, from
early childhood through his experiences with the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s nonviolent movement,
to the inauguration of President
Obama. It is the first volume in a
trilogy that deserves a spot on everyone’s reading list.
At 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 24,
parents, grandparents, and kids of
every age will enjoy a free showing
of Disney’s “Zootopia” movie, with
its thought-provoking message
about the importance of inclusion

and the harm of prejudice.
The Rev. Robina Winbush will
anchor two programs scheduled for
the final weekend of the month. At
noon, on Saturday, Feb. 25, she will
lead a workshop discussion of “The
enduring legacy of racism: Our response as a community of faith.” On
Sunday, Feb. 26, Winbush will preach
at the 11 a.m. worship service.
Also on Feb. 25,at 7 p.m., a
cabaret-style jazz concert, featuring Cleveland Heights male quartet
Elégie and talented local female vocalists Chandra Turner, Kyra Wright,
Jessica Yafanaro and Mary-Francis
Miller, will explore the majesty of
African-American jazz vocalists,
composers and musicians, with special focus on the music of the Harlem
Renaissance. Attendees are invited to
don period costumes.
Forest Hill Church, located at
3031 Monticello Blvd. in Cleveland
Heights, is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church USA, and opens
its doors to all. Services are held on
Sundays at 11 a.m. For more information, call 216-321-2660 or visit
www.fhcpresb.org.

Eileen Smotzer, a seven-year
resident of Rutherford Road in
Cleveland Heights, said, “My husband and I are deeply concerned
that city officials and our homeowner’s association continue to turn
a blind eye to properties like 15922
Forest Hill that have fallen into
extreme disrepair. With the lack of
concern and action, we have little
hope that our home values will do
anything but decline. What does it
take for city officials to realize that
time is running out? Our only hope
is to form a new entity, The Village of Forest Hill, that applies the
covenants and a sense of urgency
to protect our homes and our residents.”
In June, the Cuyahoga Land
Bank was supposed to start renovations at 2558 Newbury Road, yet [as
of mid-December] nothing [had]
been done—even though Cleveland

Peg Weissbrod is the outreach director
for Forest Hill Church.

			

Sruti Basu is the director of communitybuilding programs at FutureHeights.

Forest hill Residents continued from page 3
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to build upon a neighborhood’s
strengths. “For example,” said Chupp,
“the Cain Park neighborhood has
this tremendous asset—Cain Park—
that it can leverage and build upon.
The Dog Project, in which residents
came together to change a city law
to enable dog walking in the park, is
a good example of this. We also see
residents of other neighborhoods,
such as Noble, coming together to
organize neighborhood cleanups and
open houses. The small grants give us
a means to better support neighborled activities like these.”
The 2017 FutureHeights Community Builder Workshop Series
will take place on Sunday afternoons,
beginning Feb. 19, 3–6 p.m. Below are
the dates and topics for each session:
• February 19: Individual Leadership
and Volunteer Organizational Development
• March 5: Process of Community
Change
• March 19: Cultural and Political
History of Cleveland Heights and
its Future
• A pril 2: Leveraging Community
Assets
• April 16: Planning for a Community
Program or Project
• April 30: Effective Network-Building Practices
All Cleveland Heights residents
are encouraged to complete a twopage application to participate in the
workshop series. The application,
available at www.futureheights.org/
programs/community-building-programs,
is due by 5 p.m. on Feb. 10.
Applications for neighborhood
mini-grants will be considered in the
spring and fall. This year’s application
deadlines are March 15 and Sept. 15.
For more information and applications for both the workshop
series and the neighborhood minigrants, visit www.futureheights.org/
programs/community-building-programs/
or contact Sruti Basu at sbasu@futureheights.org or 216-320-1423.
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Heights Mayor Cheryl Stephens,
a Forest Hill resident, is one of its
directors.
Unlike Cedar Fairmount and
Cedar Lee, there has been no city engagement in nor promotion of Forest
Hill, which is why the Medusa Building is deteriorating, the Rockefeller
Building is an underutilized retail
space, Monticello Lee is turning into
another Bedford Auto Mile, Severance Town Center is turning into a
ghost town, and the housing stock
continues to decline. For all intents
and purposes, Forest Hill seems to
have been written off by its very own
cities. For more information, visit
foresthillcampaign.com.
Fiona Reilly, a 33-year resident of the
Forest Hill neighborhood in Cleveland
Heights, co-founded The Campaign for
Forest Hill with her husband, Mike
Reilly.
www.heightsobserver.org

Community News

Family Connections has helped Heights
parents and kids connect for 35 years
Shari Nacson

When meeting new friends, it’s not
unusual for a Cleveland Heights parent to realize that their paths have
already crossed. “I think I recognize
you. Did you use the Little Heights
playroom at the library when your
kids were little?” “Oh, I know you!
We were in Baby & Me together.”
When asking school-age families how
they know one another, the winding
roots often go back to one of these
early moments.
Little Heights and Baby & Me
are community institutions that
Cleveland Heights residents often
take for granted. The programs nurture families, serving as a welcoming
place to bring babies and toddlers
during the long, lonesome and joyful days of early childhood. Families
collect friendships, parenting advice
and relief before moving on to other
hubs as kids inevitably evolve. Knowing that the resources were there for
years prior, families often assume that
the cycle will continue for the next
cohort.
Family Connections, the wellspring of this rich legacy, is the
result of one of the most successful
nonprofit mergers known to our community. Prior to 2010, this beloved
programming was under the umbrella
of Heights Parent Center, which
was founded in 1982 by two CH-UH
teachers who saw the need to ensure
kindergarten readiness by investing in
the earliest years of children’s lives.
That vision evolved from a small,
volunteer-operated drop-in; to a
staffed grassroots organization that
burgeoned through the 1980s; and
on to a sustainable, grant-funded
organization that launched Baby &
Me and other programs in the 1990s.
Regardless of the stage of organizational development, the intention
and outcomes have been remarkably
consistent over the past 35 years. For
Cleveland Heights resident Betsey
Bell, the programming was “a lifesaver”
20 years ago, when she was a first-time
stay-at-home parent. “We could come
and be ourselves, bring our questions
and answers, and share friendship,”
said Bell. Many of those friendships
endured into the elementary school
years and, now, the college years.
With kids 20 years younger than

Adult and Pediatric Dermatology

Hair Loss Center offering PRP treatments

Angela O. Kyei,
MD, MPH, FAAD
Board Certified
Dermatologist

Laser treatments, including hair removal,
spider veins and more
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS
2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights
216-417-3250
www. cosmodermatology.com

We treat your yard like family
Full Residential
Tree Services
• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
• Deep Root
Fertilization
• 24-Hour Tree
Service

Free Estimates
440-463-7379
ISA Certified Arborist

ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com

Careful • Knowledgeable • Neat • Professional

Bell’s, Kristen Day’s experience has
been similar. Though the programming now is in a different building
and under the auspices of a multi-site
organization, providing families with
expanded drop-in hours in Cleveland
Heights or Shaker Heights, the mission and delivery of service remains
consistent.
“We commiserate when it’s going
bad and we celebrate when it’s going
well,” said Day, who likes having the
in-person connections with other
parents. Social media has its role, too,
according to Day, as the families she
knew from her first round of Baby &
Me formed a Facebook group that
has become a connection for sharing
parenting advice, service referrals and
companionship for outings.
That is the goal of Family Connections’ programming: to build connections during a time when parents
feel the most isolated, with the hope
that the connections will keep growing over time. Cleveland Heights is
imprinted by this exponentially growing connectivity, resulting in families
who are supported to thrive and
who are supported during hardship,
through both the early childhood
years, and the decades that follow.
Looking back, with one child in
college and one soon-to-launch, the
legacy of Baby & Me is interwoven
through two decades for the Bell family. Baby & Me relationships served
as a conduit to the CH-UH school
district, volunteer roles within the
community, and an investment in
ensuring the legacy continues for
others.
“It changes lives,” said Bell. “This
agency is an enormous resource to
the families who use it, impacting
multiple generations and adding
great value to our community, our
children.”
Family Connections sites host
daily drop-in programs scheduled
to accommodate families’ unique
needs. Visit www.familyconnections1.
org/events/calendar.php for details.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S,
is a freelance editor, child development
specialist, and nonprofit consuiltant who
makes her home in Cleveland Heights.
More than anything, Nacson is inspired
by kids and adults who build connection
through kindness.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church presents

~ Jazz Vespers ~
A worship service of evening prayer featuring
THE CLEVELAND JAZZ ORCHESTRA

Sunday, February 26 at 4:30 p.m.
All are welcome!
2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org
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2017 HCC programs explore diversity and community
Pam Wetherill

In a time of deep division in our nation, Heights Community Congress
(HCC) continues to look for ways
to come together as a community.
By understanding and celebrate differences, HCC strives to strengthen
community bonds. For 40 years,
HCC has been an advocate for social
justice, a monitor of fair housing
practices, and a facilitator for building a strong, diverse community. The
theme of this year’s HCC programming is “Hands Across the Heights:
Bridging the Gaps and Moving
Beyond.”
Below is a preview of programs
planned for the first half of 2017.
Details, along with registration
information, is available at www.
heightscongress.org, or by calling 216321-6775.
Friday, Feb. 10: “Watsons
Go to Birmingham—1963” (Lee
Road Library). To celebrate African
American Histor y Month, we’ll
read and discuss Christopher Paul
Curtis’ 1995 novel Watsons Go to Bir-

mingham—1963. The historical novel
provides an opportunity to look at
race, family, friendship and hope—
issues that are as resonant today as
they were in 1963.
Sunday, Feb. 26: “This Light
of Ours: Activist Photographers
of the Civil Rights Movement”
(Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage).
HCC will sponsor a trip to the
Maltz Museum for a guided tour of
this groundbreaking exhibit. “This
Light of Ours” exposes the struggle
against race-based disenfranchisement through the works of nine
photographers who were part of the
Southern Freedom Movement.
Friday, March 10: “Inspired by
Art” (Lee Road Library). A variety
of presenters will explore the many
ways art brings people together.
Pecha Kucha ( Japanese for “chatter”) applies a simple set of rules to
presentations: Display 20 slides for
20 seconds each. Say what you need
to say in 6 minutes and 40 seconds
of words and images—that’s it.
March 29 to April 9: “41st Annual Cleveland International Film

GirlForce 2017 offers free
fitness classes to girls 12–18

Festival” at Tower City Cinemas.
For more than four decades, CIFF
has presented films from around
the world. Watch for this year’s film
sponsored by HCC.
Friday, April 28: “Fair Housing in 2017” (Lee Road Library).
In April, HCC celebrates the anniversary of the passage of the Fair
Housing Act and recommits to its
goal: eliminate housing discrimination and create equal opportunity in
every community. This interactive
program will examine the state of
fair housing and housing discrimination.
T hu rsd ay, May 18: “ T he
Negro Motorist Green-Book and
Our Search for Community” (Lee

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

Jazzercise in Cleveland Heights
has launched a new initiative for
2017 to support the growth and
development of young women by
offering free classes to girls ages
12–18, accompanied by a paying
adult.
Dubbed GirlForce, the program
aims to empower young women
by giving them a place to get fit,
learn healthy habits, and find a
place [where] they belong in their
communities.
Judi Sheppard Missett, founder
and CEO of Jazzercise, attended the
State of Women Summit hosted by
the White House last June. It was
at that meeting, which covered the
importance of helping young girls
as they grow, that this initiative was
born.
“Being fit and active can help
young girls not only with their
health and body image, but also

with their self-confidence,” said
Mar y Beth McCann, who r uns
the Cleveland Heights Jazzercise
franchise.
In Jazzercise classes, girls can
dance and sweat out the stress of
their school day, and it’s a great
bonding activity for sisters, moms
and daughters.
Classes meet at the Cleveland
Heights Community Center, One
Monticello Blvd., Monday through
Thursday at 6:30 p.m., Saturday at
8:45 a.m., and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Classes are open to residents of all
communities.
For more i n for m at ion ,
contact Mar y Beth McCann at
ma r ybethmccnn@gma il.com or
440-655-5394.

Pam Wetherill is a volunteer with the
Heights Community Congress. She serves
on the Fair Housing Committee and is a
resident of University Heights.

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Quality Painting.

Amy Barr

Road Library). In 1937, Victor Green
published a travel guide for African
Americans taking road trips. The
Negro Motorist Green-Book quickly
became an indispensable guide for
newly mobile African Americans,
helping them navigate unfamiliar and
often unsafe geography as they traveled for business and pleasure. This
program will use the Green-Book as a
jumping-off point to explore how we
all find our way through unfamiliar
and dangerous areas, and how we
look for common ground.

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road,
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Amy Barr, a Cleveland Heights resident,
has taken Jazzercise for 15 years and is
currently a class manager.

Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath,
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

1103161.1

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings.
When you have a State Farm® car and a State Farm
home, get ready to drive around with a big, moneysaving State Farm smile.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Beaumont students awarded CH-UH BOE elects 2017 officers
in regional art competion
Scott Wortman

Beaumont School students won an
impressive 23 awards in the 2017 Scholastic Art & Writing competition, in
the Cuyahoga County region, capturing four Gold Key and five Silver
Key awards, as well as 14 Honorable
Mention awards.
Gold Key recipients are: Alexandra Andrus ’17, Natalie Noble ’19,
Mathilde Tomter ’19, and Kerrigan
von Carlowitz ’19. Andrus’ award was
for photography, while the other Gold
Key recipients all won for drawing and
illustration.
Silver Key recipients are: Christine Aumiller ’18, drawing and il-

IMD

Cleveland Heights High School
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
DEPARTMENT

Proudly presents its
MIDWINTER FESTIVALS
At Heights High, Wiley Campus
2181 Miramar Blvd, University Heights
Wednesday, February 8th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Concert Band, Concert
Orchestra & Symphonic Band
*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment
@ 6:30 PM in the cafeteria

Thursday, February 9th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Heights High Symphony
Senior Soloist, Daniel Fields, violin
Symphonic Winds & the CHHS
Jazz Ensembles
*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment
@ 6:30 PM in the cafeteria
Visit us at www.heightsimd.org

lustration; Claire Carey ’17, who won
for both painting and drawing and
illustration; Stephanie Mackay ’17,
photography; and Grace Martin ’18,
painting.
Honorable Mention recipients
are: Imani Badillo ’18, who won two
awards for drawing and illustration;
Anna Cmolik ’17, painting; Nora Duncan ’19, drawing and illustration; Maggie Hubman ’17, who won two awards
for photography; Grace Martin ’18,
drawing and illustration; Raphaella
Mascia ’17, ceramics and glass; Elizabeth McDermott ’18, who won two
awards for drawing and illustration;
Natalia Pozuelo ’17, photography;
Rosie Sirk ’19, drawing and illustration; and Kerrigan von Carlowitz ’19,
drawing and illustration.
Beaumont facult y members
Anna Foti, Sally Hudak and Kristen
LoPresti are the students’ instructors.
Winning student works will
be exhibited at Cleveland Institute
of Art’s (CIA) Reinberger Gallery,
through Feb. 3. The gallery is open
Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and
Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.
CIA is located at 11610 Euclid Ave., in
University Circle.

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Rick Haase

The Clevela nd
Heights-University Heights City
School District
Boa rd of Education ( BOE)
selected new
leaders for 2017
Ron Register
during its annual
organizational meeting on Jan. 3, in
University Heights.
BOE members unanimously
voted longtime board member Ron
Register as president, a role he
previously held. Register was vice
president of the board in 2016.
Also unanimously, board mem-

DECEMBER 20, 2016
Present were board members Kal Zucker (president), Ron Register (vice president), James
Posch and Eric Silverman. Beverly Wright was
absent. Also present were Talisa Dixon, superintendent, and Scott Gainer, treasurer.
High school renovation change orders
The board approved 14 change orders for
the Heights High renovation, some of which
entailed work done months ago. Among reasons given for the changes were unforeseen
conditions, permitting and code issues, additions to the original plan, and design clarifications. Kal Zucker questioned why added expenses due to mistakes in the process always
become the district’s responsibility; Patrick
O’Brien of Project Management Consultants
responded that liability often ultimately lies
with the design professional, as determined
through litigation. The purchase of new furniture from School Specialty Inc. was approved
at a cost of $654,363.

Rick Haase is director of public relations
and marketing at Beaumont School in
Cleveland Heights. A Catholic school in
the Ursuline tradition, Beaumont educates
women for life, leadership and service.

Middle school renovations
An amendment for reduction of the contract
with project designers Moody Nolan was approved. The board awarded the Monticello
and Roxboro middle schools commissioning
agent services to Scheeser Buckley Mayfield
Consulting Engineers. Plans for the middle
schools include new HVAC systems, updated
technology, new paint, improved entrances, reconfiguration of some areas, and roof replacement where needed. The amount budgeted
to cover renovations at both buildings is $30
million. Current plans would cost $33.2 million
to execute, so the board will decide in January
among options to reduce the cost.
Finances, losses, voucher impact
A recent ruling making the Kaiser facility taxexempt could cost the district as much as $1 million annually; litigation is pending challenging
the ruling.
Now that all district students have been
made eligible for free lunch, the amount of Disadvantaged Pupil Aid will increase, but this renders
the district no longer eligible for the guarantee
that is part of Ohio’s school funding formula.
In addition, in 2016, the district lost $2.8 million to charter and community schools. Education Choice vouchers, some of which are used
to send students to religious schools, resulted in
a 2016–17 district loss of $7.6 million, up from
$5.6 million in 2015–16. This loss is 7 percent of
the district’s budget. Revenue loss to Education
Choice vouchers is projected to increase at a
rate of $1 million annually. Vouchers take more
state money per student from the district than the
state gives to the district per student, so this loss
cannot be explained away as simply having
fewer students to educate. All of the losses together account for about 60 percent of what
the district will gain from the levy just passed.
Ron Register suggested that the district join
the Coalition for Adequacy and Equity, which
continues to challenge the state on the unconstitutionality of the school funding system.

Join CIM’s Opera Theater for one of the most widely
performed operas in the world – Mozart’s Così fan tutte.
With David Bamberger directing you’ll experience the
modern retelling of this classic story - a tale of tested
commitment - filled to the brim with drama and humor.

MARCH 1-4, 2017 | 7:30PM | KULAS HALL
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
$20 adults | $10 students | $15 seniors and groups of 10+
Call 216.795.3211 or visit cim.edu
The fully staged performances will be presented in the
original Italian with a projected English translation

				

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of communications for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education Meeting highlights

OPERA THEATER
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bers elected Kal Zucker, the outgoing
BOE president, as vice president.
Board member Jim Posch was
appointed treasurer pro tem, which
means he will serve in place of Scott
Gainer, the district’s chief financial
officer, if Gainer is unable to attend
a board meeting. The job of treasurer
pro tem includes keeping meeting
minutes and recording all votes, and is
a position Posch filled last year as well.
BOE members Eric Silverman and
Beverly Wright both return, to round
out the five-person board for 2017.
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LWV Observer: Nancy Dietrich.
JANUARY 3, 2017
Board members Ron Register (president), Kal
Zucker (vice president), Jim Posch, Eric Silverman and Beverly Wright were present, as were
Superintendent Talisa Dixon and Treasurer
Scott Gainer.
Organizational meeting
As this was the first meeting of 2017, the
board conducted annual organizational business, including election of Ron Register as
president and Kal Zucker as vice president.
Jim Posch was appointed treasurer pro tem.
Awards and recognitions
Superintendent Dixon introduced Bryan Williams, director of the Options Global Ambassadors program, and recognized three
Options Global Ambassadors. Williams explained that seniors Tyron Bryant, De’Shawn
Gibson, and Roberto Osorio were chosen to
travel to South Africa at the end of March.
Osorio spoke for the group and thanked the
board. The program has 120 students and
provides mentors and special events for them,
keeping them on track to graduation.
Middle school renovation design
The board discussed and approved a schematic design to update Roxboro and Monticello middle schools. Staff representing
Moody Nolan, the design consultants, explained that they hope to stay [within] budget, with fewer change orders than occurred
with the high school plan.
2018 tax budget, staff cost comparison
The board approved financial reports and
the tax budget for fiscal year 2018. At the
board’s request, Scott Gainer will compile a
staff cost summary [for comparison] to other
districts, so as to clarify how the CH-UH district compares.
Board president’s report
Ron Register reported on three issues that the
district needs to address: charter schools, legislative items the state board of education is
considering, and legislative items the federal
department of education is considering. He recommended advocating to the legislators and
[maintaining] open conversation. Register also
said that board members had been appointed
to various community committees, where board
members represent the view of the board, not
their individual views.
LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.
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Boulevard students demonstrate mastery of science curriculum
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

When children are able to explain to
others what they have learned, they
are demonstrating their mastery of
the material. This is what happened
at Boulevard Elementary School last
December, when students presented
their Capstone STEM projects for the
first trimester.
Students had spent the fall months
responding to an essential question
as part of their science curriculum.
Fourth-graders studied how native
Ohio plants and animals survive. Second-graders investigated how animals
and the environment interact with one
another.
Teams of teachers met to determine how their students might demonstrate content mastery. Students
worked alone or in small groups to
create their Capstone projects, which
they presented to family members on
Dec. 6.
Fifth-graders were able to choose
between creating a video on invasive
species or designing and building a trap
for catching an invader before it enters
local waterways.
In Kristy Minnillo’s fifth-grade
classroom, the video option was popular. Several girls rewrote the lyrics to a
classic Queen song that became “He

Will Scare You,” about the invasive
white perch that is currently disrupting
Lake Erie’s fragile ecosystem.
Three boys created a newscast that
introduced “breaking news” before
shifting to an image of an “environmental specialist” superimposed in
front of a bucolic lake scene.
Other students opted to go on
an “engineering adventure,” as they
designed, created, tested and revised
traps to stop the influx of invasive fish.
Down the hall in Julie Walker’s
fourth-grade class, students selected
an endangered species, built a minidiorama of its biome, and created a
slide show, with informational text
and images, describing its appearance,
behavior, habitat and current threats to
its survival.
Raushauntae Moyer’s presentation on the black-tailed cuckoo ended
with her survival plan, including three
action steps to save the bird.
Stacey Cohen’s second-graders created a museum walk consisting of the
science projects they had completed
during the previous months, including
worms moving through soil in water
bottles and plaster fossils of animal
prints and teeth. Groups of three or
four students worked together to build
dams in aluminum pans, then tested
whether their dams could withstand

an influx of water.
After each unit, the students wrote
descriptions of what they had done and
what they had learned. Students recorded these on Chromebooks so that
parents touring the “museum” could
scan RSS codes to hear the recorded
descriptions on their smartphones.
A favorite project for Kristen
Infield’s second-graders involved constructing paper airplanes of different
shapes to determine whether birds
with longer, thinner wingspans could
fly farther than those with shorter,
wider wingspans. When the thinner version won seven of eight trials,
students had their answer. They also
learned that research does not always
result in uniform outcomes and that
experiments must be repeated for
results to be confirmed.
Infield believes that her students
gained much from their hands-on ex-

periences and from “discovering things
for themselves instead of just being
told.”
Jackie Taylor, STEM coordinator,
was pleased with the results of Boulevard’s first Capstone event, which
she had considered a trial run. She
is already setting her sights on next
trimester’s Capstone STEM event,
which will focus on physical sciences,
such as force and motion, and simple
machines. Tentatively scheduled for
early March, this will be an interactive event where guests will have the
opportunity to interact with student
creations.
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former
district teacher and a freelance journalist
under contract with the CH-UH City
School District. A longer version of this story
appeared at www.chuh.org.

New principal leads push to open
Communion of Saints preschool
Liz Fisher

COURTESY COMMUNION OF SAINTS

Communion of
Sa i nts S chool,
which offers
kindergarten
through eighthgrade Catholic
education, plans
to open a new preGerry Whiteley
school program
next fall, with classrooms for 3-yearolds and 4- to 5-year-olds.
“Shortly after joining Communion of Saints School as the principal this past July, the parents approached me with the idea of opening
a preschool,” said Principal Gerry
Whiteley. “The more I researched
the possibility and learned about our
facility, the more I became convinced
that we needed to open a preschool.
The excitement of the parents was
infectious; their mission became my
mission—to offer a Catholic-based
preschool program to augment our
existing . . . offerings.”
Whiteley came to Communion
of Saints after completing the Principal Licensure Program at Ursuline
College. Before that, she taught for
18 years at St. Joan of Arc School in
Chagrin Falls, preceded by a year at

St. Pius X in Bedford.
A native of Pittsburgh, Whitely
first worked as a marketing analyst
in Boston after earning a bachelor’s
degree from Bowling Green State
University.
After moving to Cleveland with
her husband in 1986, she said she was
drawn to education, and earned her
master’s degree in education from
Ursuline College.
“I decided to devote myself to
Catholic education in order to be able
to shape children spiritually as well as
intellectually,” Whitely said. “I believe
that as a community we are raising the
next generation of Catholics who will
continue the mission of spreading
God’s Word and being stewards of our
planet. It is important that everyone is
involved in this undertaking; it is why
we exist. In partnership with the parents, Communion of Saints provides
a strong education both academically
and spiritually, and I am honored to
be a part of the process.”
More information about the
preschool is available at www.communionofsaintsschool.org.
Liz Fisher is a Cleveland Heights resident
and works as marketing specialist for Communion of Saints School.

Sparkyourmarketing!
Register to exhibit at the region's

most essential B2B networking experience

MAY 4
2 0 1 7
@ 700 Beta
Get our early bird
price – register to
exhibit by March 15

Want even more wattage? Become a sponsor!

Call now: 216/ 397-7322 or visit hrcc.org/expo

Summer Ruffing It!
Summer camps for ages 18 months - 14 years

June 19 - July 28, 2017
For more information or to register online go to: www.ruffingmontessori.net

3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-Icing Cables Installed

Residential
Commercial

Nobody Under Bids Us

216-319-0430

CH Senior Center News
Amy Jenkins

Preventing falls is a major focus for
seniors, and the Cleveland Heights
Senior Activity Center (SAC) has
programs to help.
Beginning Tuesday, Feb. 7, and
continuing every Tuesday, 9–11 a.m.,
through March 28, SAC will offer a
course called Matter of Balance. The
class will provide information and
advice, along with exercise and group
discussion.
While there is no charge for the
class, taught by trained volunteers
from Fairhill Partners, registration is
required (call 216-691-7377), and class
size is limited to 12.
Exercise is a another key to
fa ll prevention, and the senior
center offers many opportunities
for exercise. Seniors can start by
walking on the track, taking a class in
strength training, working out with
Ms. Duck or practicing Tai Chi. The
stronger one is, and the more exercise
one does—to develop coordination,
f lexibility and balance—the less

likely one is to fall.
Proper use of med ication,
an environment free of tripping
hazards, maximizing one’s vision,
good nutrition, staying hydrated
and taking care of one’s overall
health are all important factors in
fall prevention. SAC will be offering
talks on these topics and more in the
weeks and months to come.
The SAC, located in the Cleveland
HeightsCommunity Center at 1
Monticello Blvd., offers a wide
variety of programming for Cleveland
Heights residents 60 and older, and
is open Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.
A complete schedule of programs
is published in the communit y
center’s newsletter, which is available
at Cleveland Heights City Hall, local
libraries, the community center and
online at www.clevelandheights.com.
Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the CH
Office on Aging and the Senior Activity
Center. She can be reached at 216-691-7379
or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvhts.com.

Senior Citizen Happenings

the
ing
Serv ghts
Hei 989
e1
sinc

Your neighbor; your plumber
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
• Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
• Fully trained, licensed, bonded
& insured
• Residential & commercial
Mention this ad for 10% off
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

216-691-2300 • herbsplumbingandheating.com

Sen ior Citizen Happen i ngs,
sponsored by the City of University
Heights, are open to all senior
citizens. Events ta ke place on
Thursdays at 2 p.m. in Council
Chambers at University Heights
City Hall. To receive the monthly
schedule by e-mail, call 216-9327800, ext. 205, or send an e-mail to
info@universityheights.com.
Feb. 2: Mary Sue Tanis has, for
40 years, headed Youth Challenge
in Cleveland. She’ll describe the
work of this nonprofit organization
that partners teenage volunteers
with physically disabled children
for sports, games, arts, plays and
more. She’ll also discuss her earlier
work at the University of Colorado,
helping wounded Vietnam veterans,
and how it inspired her to adapt
recreational activities for children
with different abilities. The concept
has grown from an annual budget of
$24,000 to $1.2 million today, with
hundreds of children in the area
participating in adapted sports,
a nd some 500 teen volu nteers
interfacing with disabled children,
assisted by individuals and agencies

in the community.
Fe b. 9 : N i c o l e B u r t , a
biolog ica l a nth ropolog ist, wa s
recently promoted to curator of
human health and evolutionar y
medicine at Cleveland Museum of
Natural History. She’ll discuss her
unique role in the museum world,
combining cutting-edge research
i n evolutiona r y med ici ne w ith
pioneering outreach to visitors and
the community.
Feb. 16: Longtime University
Heights resident Jerome ( Jerr y)
Jacobson, honored by Mayor Susan
Infeld as the 2016 UH Citizen of the
Year, will discuss his colorful history,
including his 40 years’ service with
the city’s police auxiliary; his role
as medica l supply specia list in
Okinawa during the Vietnam War;
his professional accomplishments
in the enterta inment industr y,
traveling with various circuses; and
his role as a husband, father and
responsible neighbor.
Feb. 23: I n st r u ment a l i st s
and vocalists from the Cleveland
Institute of Music will perform a
concert.

RIDE RTA TO TOWER CITY
Heights Observer February 1, 2017
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Heights Libraries offers drop-in tech support
Though technology is everywhere, not
everyone is comfortable using it. Just
ask Jackie Mayse, technology librarian
at the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library System.
Heights Libraries has offered
free computer classes and individual
tutorial sessions for years, but Mayse
said staff recently decided they could
do even more to put tech help within
reach of customers who need it most.
She and her fellow technology trainers
have started offering a new service at
each branch: Ask a Tech Trainer.
“Ask a Tech Trainer is a service
that we started a few months ago,”
said Mayse. “We were looking for a
training option that was more flexible than our classes. This is a walk-in
service so a customer can just walk
right in, no appointment necessary,
and get help on the spot.”
The tech trainers set up for a
block of time in the lobby of all three
currently open branches: Lee Road,

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Sheryl Banks

Technology trainers (from left) Ann MacMamara, Joseph Kaiser, Jackie Mayse and Alyse
Giannotti.

Coventry Village and Noble Neighborhood libraries. Then they wait for the
questions to roll in. And, roll in they do.
Mayse believes the casual nature
of the service encourages customers
who may be shy about their lack of
skills to feel more comfortable asking for help. “Unlike a class setting,
where you ask a question in front a
room full of people, this one-on-one
setting allows people to ask about
basics like how to use a mouse or get
on the Internet without worrying that
they’re the only ones who don’t know.”

The service also helps customers with more advanced skills who
just need to be pointed in the right
direction.
“I remember one woman who
came in—she had a book about Adobe
InDesign and she really wanted to get
some one-on-one help with it. I realized that our free Lynda.com service,
which offers free software training,
would be a great place for her to get
really good Adobe InDesign classes
that she could take on her own time,”
said Mayse. “We were able to get her
into Lynda.com and show her how to
get started with those courses.”
Technology help isn’t limited
to software or traditional desktop
computers. The tech trainers are also
well-versed in the latest hand-held
devices. Due to the holidays, Mayse

said the tech trainers expect to see an
increase in the number of customers
asking for help with new tech gadgets.
“Holiday gifts are certainly
swinging toward those tech gifts and
a lot of people will receive something
new but not know what to do with it,”
said Mayse. “If you have questions
about an electronic holiday gift, we
can help you figure it out.”
For details about days, times
and locations for the Ask a Tech
Trainer drop-in technology services,
customers can check the winter issue
of Heights Libraries’ program guide,
Check Us Out, visit www.heightslibrary.
org or call 216-932-3600.
Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community relations manager for the CH-UH
Public Library System.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Library Board Meeting highlights
DECEMBER 19, 2016
Board members Rick Ortmeyer (president), Ron
Holland (vice president), Abby Botnick (secretary), Susan Beatty, Chris Mentrick and Jim
Roosa were present. Board Member Suzann
Moskowitz was absent.
Farewell and welcome
After 34 years of service to Heights Libraries,
Myrtle Hammons retired from her position as a
full-time circulation assistant. She was present,
along with her family, to be recognized by the
board for her dedication to the library and community. Board President Rick Ortmeyer was presented with a resolution of tribute for his leadership, community engagement, and service since
2012. Vice President Ron Holland will succeed
Ortmeyer as president. Max Gerboc was appointed as a new board member. Gerboc, whose
term will start in 2017, was in attendance, and
welcomed, at the board meeting.
The board approved the appointments of
Kara Whaley as marketing and volunteer coordinator, and Dan Krawczyk as the full-time circulation assistant, replacing Hammons.
Library revenues
For the first time in several years, the library has
been able to earn significant interest income—more
than $100,000. With one month left in the fiscal
year, revenues have exceeded projections and expenditures are under the budgeted amount.
The board reviewed and approved the financial report, which reflects a total cash balance of
$14,387,978.55 in the operating, Bauer fund,
and investment accounts.
Construction and renovation updates
Construction on the University Heights Library is
continuing. A new sprinkler system will be added
to ensure public safety and to maintain compliance with the building code. In addition to that
construction project, a renovation project will
take place at the Noble Neighborhood Library.
The board approved a resolution to replace the
carpet and tile flooring with [new] carpet. This
renovation will decrease noise and allow for
smoother transport of materials on carts throughout the library.
Kudos
Heights Libraries staff won the State Library of
Ohio LSTA STEM grant to create, in partnership
with Lake Erie Ink, a new teen digital media lab
and subsequent programming. The $15,000 project will provide the library with a Whisper soundproof recording booth, computers, software, and
sound mixing and editing equipment.

Heights Libraries in the community
For the 18th year in a row, Heights Libraries hosted the Teen Poetry Slam. The event was a success, with 83 audience members in attendance.
Heights Libraries staff continued their partnerships with local organizations, visiting Park
Synagogue and reading children’s stories to
adults with special needs, and representing
the library at a resource fair for The Centers for
Families and Children.
Library utilization
The board approved a resolution to allow
more nonprofit organizations free access to
library meeting rooms, by expanding the list of
acceptable documents of nonprofit status.
Library visits through October were 995,182
for all libraries. Through November, there were
1,369,746 items in circulation; meeting rooms
were used 1,622 times by 30,991 attendees;
and there were 5,348 library programs offered,
with 63,517 attendees.

Without
Tri-C®,
I wouldn’t
be where
I am today.

LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

MAC’S

BACKS
BOOKSTORE
MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS!

THURS, FEB 18th 7pm

When Valencia came to Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C), her life changed.
She capitalized on the financial, professional and personal support the College
offered, and Tri-C became the foundation of the professional she is today.
Are you ready to start your new career?

DISCUSSION

tri-c.edu

Lori Rochat

What is a Schizophrenic
Supposed to Look Like?

216-987-6000
Metropolitan Campus
2900 Community College Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio | 44115

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS
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Valencia Collins enrolled at Tri-C to earn a nursing
degree, and today she has a job doing what she loves.
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Music takes center stage at Heights Arts

Honest and Fair
GREAT FINANCING
Call For Free Estimates!

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

woodtraderframing.com

216.397.6349

All types of interior remodeling
Siding  Windows  Masonry
Furnace  Insulation
Sign up now for 2017
residential driveways

Cure the winter blues:
Brighten up the walls

Get $20 off on
framing over $100

(One discount per visit)

The Power of Social Media:
Gains, Losses & Implications

Sunday, Feb. 5, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
Most Americans spend up to 5 hours a
day with digital media. Is online life
transforming behavior in friendship,
family, and work? What are the gains
and losses?
All are invited to join the discussion.
Shaker Heights

Daniel Flannery
Professor, CWRU
School of Applied
Social Science

First Unitarian Church v www.firstunitariancleveland.com
21600 Shaker Blvd. v Shaker Heights

				

Close Encounters chamber series performs at
the historic Dunham Tavern.

Budding young musicians have a
chance to shine during a piano masterclass performance with acclaimed
piano soloist and CIM faculty member
Shuai Wang on Sunday, Feb. 19, at
10:30 a.m. Master classes are open to
the public for observation. Northeast
Ohio students in grades six through 12
are welcome to apply for inclusion in
the master class via the Heights Arts
website, through Feb. 5.
“Slavic Strings, From our Sleeve
to Yours” heats up the landmark Dunham Tavern Museum on Euclid Ave.
as part of Close Encounters season 11 on
Sunday, Feb. 26, at 3 p.m. The lively
program features contemporary and
19th-century works, including Martinu’s Madrigals for Violin and Viola,
Widmann’s Etude for Solo Violin, and
the delightful Dvorak Viola Quintet,
with JinJoo Cho, Peter Otto and
Isabel Trautwein, violins; YuJin and
Kirsten Docter, violas; and Tanya Ell,
cello. Advance tickets are available
online, by phone or at Heights Arts.
Heights Arts gallery concerts are
free and open to all, and are supported
by the Paul M. Angell Foundation. For
more information, visit www.heightsarts.org or call 216-371-3457.
Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts.

Apollo’s Fire goes around the world and Bach again
Matt Flynn

Community Forum Discussion

Heights Observer February 1, 2017

As an antidote to the winter doldrums, Heights Arts has planned
three free music performances during February in the nonprofit’s gallery on Lee Road, plus the second
concert of its popular Close Encounters
series, which features members of
The Cleveland Orchestra performing
programs of their own design.
On Saturday, Feb. 11, at 8 p.m.,
the public is invited to join No Exit
New Music Ensemble for an intimate
evening of music that will spotlight
three of the ensemble’s musicians:
violinist Cara Tweed, percussionist Luke Rinderknecht, and pianist
Nicholas Underhill. These virtuosi
will be performing as a group and as
soloists, bringing to Heights Arts the
engaging performances that Clevelanders have come to expect from
No Exit. Included on the program
will be music from early-American
avant-garde composer, pianist and
inventor George Antheil, and the
world premiere of a new work by
Emily Koh.
The Cleveland Cello Quartet, a
dynamic new ensemble dedicated to
promoting the cello as a versatile and
eclectic instrument, takes the gallery
spotlight on Saturday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.
Performing a genre-bending fusion of
classical, jazz and pop music, the group,
only in its second season, is quickly
establishing itself in the Cleveland
music scene. Quartet members Anna
Hurt, Carlyn Kessler, Sophie Benn
and Andris Koh met as students at the
Cleveland Institute of Music (CIM),
and serve as an ensemble-in-residence
at The Music Settlement.

COURTESY GM DONLEY

Mary Ryan

Apollo’s Fire will feature J.S. Bach’s
music in its 25th-anniversary season
as an homage to this master of the
Baroque style. This winter, Apollo’s
Fire performances will demonstrate
the widespread reach of Bach’s music
in two programs, “Virtuoso Bach” and
“Sacred Bach.”
From the sunny Orchestral Suite No.
1 to the darkly brooding Oboe Concerto
in G minor, the principal musicians of
Apollo’s Fire shine in “Virtuoso Bach:
an Instrumental Extravaganza.” The
apex of the program will be Bach’s
beloved Brandenburg Concertos No. 3
and 4. These concertos come from a
set of six pieces that Bach presented
to the Margrave of Brandenburg in
1742. Pairing small groups of soloists
against the entire ensemble (a style
referred to as Concerto Grosso) results
in wonderful dialogues between
the two parts while maintaining
virtuosic freedom for the soloists.
These concertos are famous for
merging unorthodox combinations of
instruments as soloists, and Apollo’s
Fire gathers musicians from around
the world to perform them. The joyous
Concerto No. 3 comprises intricate lines
that flow around the orchestra, and
from this complex texture various
performers emerge for a moment in
16

the spotlight. Recorder players Kathie
Stewart of Cleveland and Francis
Colpron of Montreal perform the
sparkling solos of Concerto No. 4. This
concerto also includes a virtuosic
and intricate violin line, performed
by Apollo’s Fire’s Montreal-based
concertmaster, Olivier Brault.
Bach’s music as a spiritual vehicle
for unity and artistic exploration is
one that is furthered through the
March program, “Sacred Bach.”
The composer’s position as a church
musician necessitated that he perform,
and therefore create, a cantata every
Sunday and on every holy day. Julian
Wachner lives a life much like Bach
did, performing a different one of
Bach’s sacred cantatas each week
at Trinity Church Wall Street in
New York City. Wachner will join
the musicians of Apollo’s Fire for an
inspiring spiritual journey.
Apollo’s Fire will present two local
performances of “Virtuoso Bach,” on
Feb. 17 and 18, and two performances
of “Sacred Bach,” on March 24 and
25. All performances are at 8 p.m.,
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Cleveland Heights. For tickets and
more information, visit apollosfire.org
or call 216-320-0012.
Matt Flynn is the marketing manager for
Apollo’s Fire.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Maybe you heard me
SONGS AND
STORIES

David Budin

In February 1980 I was working
at WBBG-1260 AM. Nicknamed
“Super Gold,” it was the AM sister
to the rock station WWWM-FM,
better known as M105. WBBG
played oldies and employed popular
Cleveland radio personalities from
earlier eras, like Lou “King” Kirby
and the legendary Bill Randle.
During the year prior to my
working there, I had been an occasional comedy guest on two shows
at the station—Willio & Phillio’s
morning show on WBBG, and
M105’s morning show, “Benson’s
Bozo Breakfast Club,” hosted by Joe
Benson (now a popular radio personality in Los Angeles).
Willio and Phillio left town
toward the end of 1979, and at the
beginning of 1980 I was hired to
handle WBBG’s promotions and
public relations. But my job immediately expanded. I had been writing
jokes and comedy bits for other radio
personalities and stage comedians,
and myself, for several years. The
colorful Jay Lawrence came in as
WBBG’s new morning host. Jay had
been a popular DJ on Cleveland’s
KYW about 15 years earlier, when
it was the most listened-to station
in town, also featuring Jerry G., Jim
Runyon and others.
Jay Lawrence was a funny and
quick-witted guy. He was fun to work
with, and also a bit nerve-wracking
because he would say anything (within FCC guidelines—and maybe not
always) that popped into his head, on
the air.
It became an unofficial job
of mine to listen to him and note
when he began what sounded like
it could become a comedy bit. I
would then write several jokes, on
the spot, to flesh out the burgeoning
routine. When he said, for instance,
“I went to a restaurant last night,
and you know a restaurant is going
to be bad when . . . ” and then told
a couple of jokes to go along with
that, I automatically put a piece of

Free	
  books	
  mailed	
  	
  
to	
  your	
  young	
  child!	
  

If	
  your	
  child	
  is	
  	
  
4	
  years	
  old	
  or	
  younger	
  
And	
  lives	
  in	
  	
  
44106,	
  44120,	
  CH-‐UH,	
  
East	
  Cle.,	
  Euclid	
  or	
  Shaker,	
  visit	
  

heightsfamily.org	
  

below zero—but while the morning
comedy bit. That was 24 bits that I
we were going to spend outside, Feb.
had only 10 minutes each to create.
2, was only 2-below, it felt exactly like
But I did it. And some of them were
3-below. We drove to this place in his
even funny. And, cold as it was that day,
car and when we arrived, the radio
I left the station drenched in sweat.
engineer who was supposed to let us
inside and run the broadcast for us
David Budin is a freelance writer for
wasn’t there. And he never showed up.
national and local publications, the forAround 6 a.m., when it was time for
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Jay’s show to start, we jumped back
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a
in his car and drove to a pay phone
professional musician and comedian. His
we’d spotted on the way. Jay called
writing focuses on the arts and, especially,
the engineer back at WBBG and told
pop-music history.
him to put him on the air, where Jay
opened his show. Then Jay instructed
the engineer to play music until he
returned to the studio.
We sped back downtown to the
station. Jay got on the air and told
his audience that he was back in the
studio, but that I—“Dave,” he always
called me—was outside, waiting for
We’ve Moved!
the groundhog to appear and that he
would be checking with me periodiTave rn C omp any
cally. He started playing records and
229 9 Le e Rd .
told me to go hang out in my office,
so that every 10 or 15 minutes he could
C leve land Hei ghts
call my phone and put me on the air
(Formerly Brennan’s Colony)
to give a “report.” Which meant that
about six times an hour, for the next
four hours, I had come up with a new Ww TavernCompany.com

paper in the typewriter and started
churning out “you-know-a-restaurant-is-going-to-be-bad-when . . .”
jokes. I typed up a page full of them
and ran it down to the studio and held
it up against the glass in front of him.
And he just started reading them on
the air. I did a lot of that.
It was always a little harrowing.
But nothing like Feb. 2, 1980. Groundhog Day fell on Saturday that year. Jay
decided he wanted to do something
special. He asked me to come in—I
didn’t normally work on weekends—
and not just come in to work, but to
arrive at 5 a.m. He devised a plan to
broadcast his show live from some
transmitter about 15 miles south of
downtown Cleveland. He was going
to pretend to wait for, and then see,
the groundhog, and he needed me to
help supply him with material. And
he insisted that even though we were
pretending everything else, we still had
to actually be outside.
The day after that, Feb. 3, would
set a record for low temperature on
that date in Cleveland—3 degrees

www.TavernCompany.c

WELCOME BACK
Buying and selling a home is
a major financial undertaking.
With over 20 years in real
estate, consulting both buyers
and sellers concerning their
real estate needs, I look
forward to serving you in your
next real estate transaction!

CHRIS
JURCISIN
Chris Jurcisin Team
Chris Jurcisin
Adam Jurcisin
Paulina Onchak

Chris Jurcisin
Mobile: (216) 554-0401
cjurcisin@gmail.com
Howard Hanna Cleveland Heights Office
12435 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44106

HowardHanna.com
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Atma Center celebrates 20 years

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

Great Eye Care. Dr. Ernest J. Robinson
Locally Owned. • Comprehensive Eye Exams Outside
We accept all major vision and medical insurance

Walk-ins welcome
2259 Warrensville Ctr. Road
University Hts., OH 44118
216-371-5520
4625 Richmond Road
Warrensville Hts., OH 44128
216-765-0532

• Treatment of Eye Diseases
• Contact Lens Care
• Designer Eyewear

prescriptions
welcome

Free frame with
purchase of lenses.
When you mention this ad

Laura Santoro

Cleveland’s longest-running yoga
studio, the Atma Center, is celebrating 20 years of health, education and
community service in 2017.
Its director, Beverly Singh, worked
at the Cleveland Clinic before opening the Atma Center on Lee Road in
Cleveland Heights. She had become
seriously ill; her internist suspected
Grave’s disease, fibromyalgia and lupus,
and prescribed several medications.
While starting the regimen of prescriptions, Singh took a crash course
of daily yoga from a friend, who flew
all the way from Australia to teach
her. After three months, Singh was
off several of her medications and had
reduced her dosages of the rest. She
was sold on the healing power of yoga,
and started teaching in her living room
to share its benefits with others.
The Atma Center focuses on accessible stretches, breath techniques
and meditations, and on the therapeutic benefits of yoga. Group classes,
private sessions and workshops consistently prove the studio’s motto of
providing “Yoga for Every Body.”

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

COURTESY ATMA CENTER

Apple Construction

Atma Center founder and director Beverly
Singh

It is common to see students of
various genders, backgrounds, ages and
abilities in any given class.
The Atma Center also brings
worldwide attention to Cleveland
Heights as host to the Yoga Academy
of North America (YANA), an international nonprofit that has welcomed
trainees from 30 states and 20 countries, including India.
“It is a source of great pride to us
that many of our international visitors
comment on how beautiful Cleveland
Heights is,” Singh said. “People have
often heard negative things about
Cleveland and are hesitant to come,
but once they experience all it has to
offer, they can’t wait to come back.”
Both YANA and the Atma Center
have a mission to serve their community. The Atma Center donated
more than 500 pounds of food to the
Heights Emergency Food Center in
2016, and supported the Center for
Senior Dogs with a January fundraiser.
YANA provides free yoga classes for
Orca House, Cleveland Sight Center
and inner-city youths. It also hosted
a sew-a-thon for Days for Girls International, helping young women in
underdeveloped countries.
“We are so lucky in this country,”
said Singh, who received her spiritual
name of Swami Atmarupa Saraswati
during one of her many visits to India.
“I feel strongly that it is important to
remember and assist those who are less
fortunate. And our students always
respond generously to these projects.
We are lucky to have such a wonderful
community.”
For more information, visit www.
atmacenter.com and www.yogaacademyna.org.
Laura Santoro is assistant director at the
Atma Center and is on the board of directors
for Yoga Academy of North America.

Uston
216-371-5944

Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Custom copper flashings installed
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
•

MASTERCARD/VISA

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com
Uston Roof Restoration Inc.
ustonroofrestoration@yahoo.com
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Japanese martial arts school opens in Cleveland Heights
Neil Adelman

After 30 years of renting space from
local universities and gyms, The
Cleveland Kendo Association decided it was time to establish a permanent location for its dojo. On Dec.
1, it opened a school in Cleveland
Heights, at 2110 South Taylor Road.
The Cleveland Kendo Association provides expert instruction in
the Japanese martial art of Kendo,
which descended from traditional
swordsmanship (kenjutsu) and uses
bamboo swords (shinai) and protective armor (bōgu). “Ken” is from the
character meaning sword; the character for “Do” includes the meaning
of way or path—which translates
as “the way of the sword.” Kendo is
widely practiced in Japan, where it
has approximately 2 million praction-

ers, and has more than 6 million practitioners worldwide. In the United
States, there are approximately 6,000
practitioners.
In addition to Kendo, the dojo
also offers expert instruction in
Aikido, a modern Japanese martial
art, founded by Morihei Uyeshiba
Sensei in the 20th century. Aikido
is rooted in the Japanese martial art
of Jujitsu, which emphasizes grappling, joint locks (immobilization)
and projections (throws). Unlike
Jujitsu, though, Aikido focuses on
nonviolent resolution of conflict, not
on the destruction of the opponent.
Betsy O’Donnell (4th Dan Aikido) of
Lake Shore Aikido provides Aikido
instruction.
Tsuyoshi Inoshita (Kyoshi 7th
Dan Kendo), a physician from New
York City who wanted to continue

his Kendo training while living in
Cleveland, established Cleveland
Kendo in 1986 as a nonprofit organization. When Inoshita moved to Portsmouth, Ohio, a few years later, the
mantle passed to Salvador Gonzalez
(5th Dan Kendo) and Cleveland Police
Officer John Akagi (5th Dan Kendo).
In 2006, the group relocated from
Cleveland State University to Case
Western Reserve University. In 2008,
its current head instructors, Shigemi
Matsuyama (5th Dan Kendo, 2nd Dan
Iaido), and Mieko Matsuyama (4th
Dan Kendo), assumed leadership.
Cleveland Kendo is affiliated with the
All United States Kendo Federation,
the International Kendo Federation,
and the All Japan Kendo Federation.
“All of the instructors volunteer
their time and do not profit from
their activity. This non-commercial

and community service philosophy
have been instrumental in reaching
an array of students from diverse
backgrounds to develop a samurai
spirituality that can be a powerful source of strength and focus to
manage their daily lives,” said Matsuyama.
Classes in Kendo are offered on
Monday and Wednesday evenings,
and Saturday afternoons. Aikido
instruction is offered Tuesday and
Thursday evenings, and Saturday
mornings. For one monthly fee,
students can learn both Kendo and
Aikido.
For more information, visit
www.clevelandkendo.com or call 216400-9923.
Neil Adelman is an instructor with the
Cleveland Kendo Association.

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

Gutter Guru

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

Professional Gutter Cleaning
Local Cleveland Heights Business

Contact Brooks
iPhone: 216-543-4113
bmj386@gmail.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair






Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

440-944-0278

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights
www.flower-entertainment.com

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher
216-242-9763

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager
Stop in to check out our
brand new repair facility!

(216) 371-2354

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

1830 Lee Road, CH

Creative, musical, nurturing
teacher wishes to adopt a baby
into her loving & secure home.
Expenses paid.

Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Call Lillian
888-861-8427

Marilyn Taylor

(B.M.,M.M.inViolinPerformance)

(216) 200-9143

marilynmarkstaylor@
gmail.com
marilynmt.com

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

www.liliadopts.com

			

in Cleveland Heights

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴
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Fully Insured

MJM Window
Restoration

ADOPT:
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Free Estimates

ViolinLessons

Stuck trying to figure out what to do
and how to do it?

34 years of legal experience

Member National Arborist Association

Call or text Lili Rose
(216) 470-5489

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?

llebles1@hotmail.com

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

Beginner to Advanced
Reasonable rates
First lesson free!

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY

gbelcher482@gmail.com
www.gaylebelcherattorney.com

(216) 486-5551

En Español, Por Favor
Spanish Lessons

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

216216-387387-0525

F

Complete Tree Service
Year-round
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Ardmore Tree Service
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Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

Fully insured

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Bakery expands the Fix brand on Lee Road

JAMES HENKE

Robert and Allison Craig are the
co-owners, along with Eric Rogers,
of Sweet Fix Bakery, at the corner
of Lee and Silsby roads. The bakery
occupies the space that previously
housed Rogers’ restaurant, Black
Box Fix, which moved to 2195 Lee
Road and is now called the Fix
Bistro.
Rogers originally intended to
open Sweet Fix Bakery himself,
but changed his plan when Robert Craig, Rogers’ wife’s cousin,
expressed an interest in opening a
bakery.
“I gave him and his wife the
opportunity to run their business
full time under our Fix brand as a
blessing to them,” Rogers said.
Rogers currently owns 50 percent of the bakery, while the Craigs
own the other 50 percent. Rogers
holds the lease on the space where
the bakery is located.
The Craigs took over the space
in August 2016 and renovated it,
opening the bakery in October of
last year.
This is the first storefront bakery that the Craigs have owned,
but Robert, 54, has been baking for
many years. He started out by making sweet-potato pies for family and
friends.
Robert worked in the pharmaceutical business for about 20 years.
When the company he was working

JAMES HENKE

James Henke

Robert Craig, who owns Sweet Fix with his wife. The interior of Sweet Fix Bakery, 2307 Lee Road.

cookies.
Recently, the Craigs expanded
the bakery’s product offerings, to include vegan chocolate-chip cookies
and gluten-free chocolate-coconut
cookies.
Among the bakery’s most popular items are red-velvet cupcakes and
German-chocolate cupcakes, and
the yum-yum cake, which contains
bananas, pineapple and pecans. “A
lot of people like it,” said Allison.
Sweet Fix also sells cold items,
including Oreo pie, pineapple pie
and cheesecake. In the spring, the
Craigs plan to offer a key-lime pie.
The ba ker y ’s specia l signature drink—a white-chocolate hot
chocolate—is available now. “It’s
very well-received, especially during
the winter,” said Allison.
The bakery offers a morning

for closed, it offered him the chance
to go to college, with the company
covering the cost.
He attended Cuyahoga Community College, where he earned
a degree in its baking certification
program. He now does most of the
baking for Sweet Fix, while Allison
takes care of more behind-thescenes projects.
Prior to opening Sweet Fix, the
Craigs, who live in Woodmere, had a
licensed home bakery called Craig’s
Divine Desserts.
The Craigs said they love the
neighborhood where the bakery is
located. “I love all of the people who
live around here,” said Allison. “They
are very friendly, and they frequently
come by and say hello to us.”
Sweet Fix Bakery offers a wide
variety of cupcakes, cakes, pies and

menu that includes bagels, orange
juice, coffee and tea.
Sweet Fix Bakery is open Tuesday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and
Saturday, noon to 6 p.m.
Special orders are welcome; contact the bakery at 216-371-YUMM
(9866). For large orders, the bakery
requires 24-hours notice. Sweet Fix
offers a 10-percent discount to policemen and firemen.
James Henke, a Cleveland Heights
resident, was a writer and editor at
Rolling Stone magazine for 15 years.
He is also the author of several books,
including biographies of Jim Morrison,
John Lennon and Bob Marley. He is
on the board of FutureHeights, and
is co-chair of the Heights Observer
Advisory Committee.

Vote for your favorite
Heights businesses!

Best New Business

Write in the names of your favorite Heights
businesses or visit www.futureheights.org to
complete the online ballot.

Best (Friendliest) Customer Experience

Deadline for ballot submission:
February 15, 2017

Best Neighborhood Partner

Please Note!
Although this is a write-in ballot, we are only
considering businesses that are located within
the city boundaries of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.

Best Place to Take an Out-of-Towner
Best Bang for Your Buck

One ballot per person.

Best Interior Appearance
Bonus Question:

Best Window Display

What New Businesses Would You Like to
See in the Heights? (Let us know if you
have a specific neighborhood or building
where you would like to see this business
located.)

Best Storefront Signage
Best Online Presence
Best Hidden Gem

In order for your ballot to be counted, you must
vote for at least half (6) of the ballot categories
and include your name and contact information.
Ballots not meeting these requirements will be
considered invalid.
Mail your ballot to:
FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Questions? Call 216-320-1423
Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________
___________________________________

Best University Heights Business

Phone:_____________________________
E-mail:_____________________________

Best Cleveland Heights Business
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If you are a business owner or operator, name of
business: ___________________________
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