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On March 7, a dozen University
Heights residents joined Mayor Susan
Infeld at University Heights City
Hall as she introduced the city’s first
Public Art Listening Session. The
purpose of the community meeting
was to present grant-eligible projects
aimed at improving and beautifying
various public spaces around the city.
Infeld said she felt it was critical to
the city’s process to engage with the
community in order to explore creative uses for the city’s public spaces.
The city recently applied for an
Art Start grant, offered through the
Ohio Arts Council. The grant awards
recipients up to $5,000 with a oneto-one match.
This meeting focused on the
intersection of Cedar and Taylor
roads, and the adjoining business
district. Specifically, the mayor and
her staff are looking to improve the
intersection’s northeast corner, the
site of a building that was once home
to a long-defunct Kentucky Fried

Eli Auerbach

INSIDE

The northeast corner of Cedar and Taylor roads.

ment welcoming visitors adorned
with the University Heights name,
decorative lighting, benches and art
displays. The city would look to work
with local entities, such as the Heights
Art Council, to acquire potential art.
Another issue of concern is the
intersection’s sidewalks, which have
deteriorated and need repaving and
leveling. After an unsuccessful application to the county seeking funds, UH
City Council approved the use of city

Chicken restaurant.
The Cedar-Taylor intersection
straddles a border with Cleveland
Heights and serves as the first impression visitors have of University
Heights when traveling east from
Cleveland.
The mayor stated that “the space
has wonderful potential,” and came
armed with several ideas to help
jump-start the community dialogue.
The mayor presented several creative
uses for the space, such as a monu-

continued on page 13

High school renovation on schedule Heights Observer
begins its10th year
as middle school plans take shape
of publication

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Deanna Bremer Fisher

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

As the renovation of Cleveland
Heights High School nears completion, the district will enter the final
part of its Phase I comprehensive
school facilities renovation project
and begin renovation of its two
middle schools. The high school is
on schedule to reopen to students
in August. When school begins this
fall, all district middle schoolers
will attend the temporary campus
at Wiley, 2181 Miramar Blvd., while
construction begins at the Roxboro
and Monticello buildings.
Construction on the two middle schools will take an estimated
two years, with students returning
to the renovated buildings at the
start of the 2019–20 school year.
At it’s Jan. 3 meeting, the Cleveland Heights-University Heights

A portion of the historic high school is incorporated into the high school’s new east-side
entrance.

Board of Education (BOE) approved the design schematic for
the middle schools, created by
continued on page 7

Heights senior soloists to take the stage
Audrey Wynne

Heights High’s Instrumental Music
Department (IMD) presents its
Spring Concert Series on the Wiley
campus. Part I, on Wednesday, April
26, 7:30 p.m., will feature the Concert Band, Symphonic Band and the
Concert Orchestra. Part II, on Friday,
April 28, 7:30 p.m., will feature the
Symphonic Winds and the Heights
High Symphony, with senior soloists
Andrew Bell on percussion and William van den Bogert on piano. Both
concerts are preceded by Chamber
Heights Observer April 1, 2017

Ensembles at 6:30 p.m.
Andrew Bell began his musical endeavors as a third-grader at
Fairfax Elementary School, and has
since studied with Chris Vandall and
Thomas Haywood at the Fairmount
School of Music, and with Fairfax
school music teacher Bob Adamson.
Since entering high school, Bell has
been the principal percussionist in
the Symphonic Winds, and head
percussionist for the school’s marching band drumline since sophomore
year. He has participated in the pit
orchestra for three Heights High

			

musicals and has been playing with
the school’s jazz department since
his sophomore year.
“Andy has developed into a complete percussionist throughout his
time at Heights High,” said Heights
IMD Director Brett Baker. “He has
committed to becoming proficient
on timpani, rudimental snare drum,
drum set and, as you will see in his
senior solo, the mallet instruments
including the marimba,”
Bell has both attended and
counseled at the Reaching Heights
continued on page 4
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

This April, the Heights Observer, a
citizen-journalism publication written
by and for Heights residents, begins
its tenth year of publication—Volume
10, Issue 4.
As the Observer reaches this milestone, FutureHeights is taking a look
back at the project’s goals and asks
readers to give feedback through an
online survey.
Readers can access the survey on
the homepage of the FutureHeights
website at www.futureheights.org.
The Heights Observer has its origins
in a quarterly newsletter that FutureHeights began publishing in 2002.
FutureHeights was founded as a
nonprofit with a mission to preserve
and strengthen neighborhoods and
commercial districts in Cleveland
Heights, and volunteers published the
newsletter for its members, focusing
on city planning, design quality and
historic preservation. A strategic
planning process in 2007 led to the
creation of the Observer.
“As part of this strategic plan, one
idea rose to the surface: that a big part
continued on page 8
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The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want to
write, then submit them for publication.
Anyone in University Heights or Cleveland Heights is welcome to contribute
regularly, occasionally or even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing
style, article length, etc., click on
“Become an Observer” at the left.
For questions that aren’t answered
there, call the FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 or e-mail info@
futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
May issue must be submitted by April
13. We publish some articles online
as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

To the Editor:
No thanks for the letter you printed
titled “Democracy Day was entertaining, and informative” [March 2017
issue]. It was mean-spirited from the
start. The writer began by slinging mud
on the good intentions of good people.
He stated that they were there [at the
annual Democracy Day hearing] to
restrict the first amendment. Untrue.
He follows this with two bad
analogies. One about the inner workings of the minds of the judges. At the
same time insulting the intelligence
of anyone there by doubting that any
of them had read the decision. Maybe
he read it maybe not.
Next, one had to wonder what
was meant when there was a reference
to lyrics of a song from “The Music
Man.” Was he saying that everyone
knows that there is too much money
in politics, or that there is not[?]
Not sure. My guess, he was mocking people, saying “dugh, everybody
knows that.”
I started to feel sick when he
described some [of] the speakers as
cranks and crackpots. I had to walk
away when he called people losers and
wrote like this: “(you know who you
are).” I am surprised to see that words
as insulting, degrading and meanspirited would appear in the Heights
Observer. Could it be that bullying has
become acceptable argument in the
eyes of the editor?

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

Rick Adorjan
Cleveland Heights
[Editor’s note: The Heights Observer
publishes letters and opinions representing diverse viewpoints. The
Heights Observer (www.heightsobserver.
org/read/policies) asks that submissions
be civil, and reminds contributors
that they “own [their] posts and
words.” While the tone of the Democracy Day letter gave us pause,
as it was not directed at any named
individual(s), we opted to publish
rather than censor the letter.]

Be an
artist this
summer

To the Editor:
I attended the school board meeting
March 7 to clarify some information
I had read. I asked for confirmation
of the contracts offered to Superintendent Dixon and Treasurer Gainer.
These contracts total $2.5 million
for the next 5 years. No one could or
would answer my question. [Board
of Education President] Register replied that he did not have the figures
in front of him, and asked for me to
contact him further. I did the next
day. He responded with a phone call
requesting me to put my request in
writing and submit it to Mr. Gainer.
I did this also. I left a letter for Mr.
Gainer on Monday, March 13. No
response as of yet. [Editor’s note:
This letter was submitted on March
14; as of March 23, the letter writer
said she had not received a response.
On March 23, Scott Gainer said in
an e-mail that a response was sent
“to her home address by mail earlier
this week.”]
I [also] asked if it was true that
the teachers have been offered zero
percent raise for this year, with added
cost of benefits, and raises of 1 percent for the next two years after that.
Mr. Register responded that negotiations are ongoing and no comment
could be given. I understand that.
Teachers in the district have been
given this information, and a vote will
soon be taken.
Supt. Dixon recently suggested in
a letter on the [district’s] website that
teachers make about $115,000 with
benefits. Most teachers make about
half that. Correct me if I am wrong.
This misinformation seems to be
intentionally misleading, especially in
the middle of contract negotiations.
I sincerely wish the school board
would be as eager to reward the
teachers as they seem to be agreeable
to reward two individuals for this
district. How will this district keep
our fine teachers, or attract new ones,
when this is the appreciation shown?
I am anxiously awaiting the opening
of the beautiful new high school. I
hope it will be filled with well-paid
teachers as well.
Mary Sickbert [a retired CH-UH
district teacher]
Cleveland Heights

Join us for Easter Worship at St. Paul’s
Thursday, April 13: Maundy Thursday
5:30 p.m. Family-Friendly Service of Foot Washing - Supper - Holy Eucharist
7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist - Stripping of the Altar - Tenebrae

Friday, April 14: Good Friday

2017 Pre-College Program
Jul 9–21 and Jul 23–Aug 4

12 to 3 p.m. Community Ecumenical Service: The Seven Last Words of Christ

At CIA’s Pre-College program, you’ll spend two or four
weeks using the tools and processes only available to
our students while experiencing what it’s like to attend
a college of art and design. And you’ll earn college
credits while building your portfolio. View course
listings and learn more at cia.edu/pre-college.

5:30 p.m.

Family-Friendly Interactive Way of the Cross

7:30 p.m.

The Good Friday Liturgy

Saturday, April 15: Easter Vigil
7:30 p.m.

The Great Vigil and First Eucharist of Easter

Sunday, April 16: Easter Day

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Festival Eucharist with choirs, trumpet & organ (ASL interpreted)
11:15 a.m. Festival Eucharist with choir, trumpet & organ

Find us on Facebook Badge

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!
2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 (216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org
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Opinion

Heights of
Democracy

Greg Coleridge

From the local to the global, the
ability of people to govern ourselves
has been under assault for many decades. We can expect this to intensify for multiple reasons, including:
• B usiness corporations seeking
huge profits by converting what
once had been “public” to “private”
(called privatization, though a
more descriptive term would be
“corporatization”), including traditional public assets such as water
and sewer systems, roads, police
and fire protection, airports, hospitals and schools.
• Individuals looking to increase
their power, status and/or privileges by concentrating decisionmaking from many (“We the
People” and government) to a few
(their own) hands.
• Continual legal and constitutional
definitions that further restrict
and redefine “public” arenas as
other “p” words: private, property,
proprietary, privileged—and thus
[place them] beyond the reach
of public planning, shaping and
evaluation.
• A national government that uses
the excuse of “terrorism” to stifle
dissent, intimidate dissenters and
interrupt efforts of self-determination, even at the local level.
• A culture that tells us public
policies are too complicated for
ordinary people to understand
(thus restricting policymaking
to “experts”); distracts public attention from self-determination,
toward the trivial and inane; worships “the market” as the sole route
to financial and economic salvation; defines economic arenas as
outside the scope of public input;
erases the memory of historical
examples of citizen control and
self-governance; denigrates anything that is “public” as inefficient,
wasteful, outdated and dangerous;
celebrates anything “private” as
efficient, modern and safe; and
encourages social isolation, keeping us from learning from each
other and organizing to (re)assert
meaningful changes.
There is another side to this—
an existing democratic/self-determination culture or “infrastructure”
that perhaps many of us seldom
think about. Alternatives to corporations, corporate governance and
elite control exist right now in our
communities and states.
Scores of documents, policies,
institutions, structures and groups
reflecting inclusiveness, accountability and responsibility are commonplace—[and provide] examples
[of] where those who are affected
by decisions and policies have a
legitimate role in the making of
those decision—or could [have] if
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we made the effort. They are where
“We the People” have a voice—or
could if we merely flexed our selfdetermination muscles.
Examples of a democratic infrastructure abound right here in the
Heights, including:
• A legacy of active citizen engagement over many decades, on many
issues, through block or street
groups and communitywide campaigns.
• Municipal charters (our local
constitutions) defining the cities’ overarching governing rules,
including provisions for charter
amendments.
• Council elections, open and televised meetings, public records, and
multiple boards and commissions
composed of citizens who advise
and assist our city councils.
• Public fire, police, water and other
basic municipal services.
• Municipal courts and citizen juries.
• A public library system.
• P ublic schools with an elected
school board, active engagement
of parents and even a student
union.
• L abor unions of city workers,
teachers and others.
• This publication, the Heights Observer, a volunteer, not-for-profit
hyper-local news source.
• P.E.A.C.E. Park and other public
spaces where events that build
community occur.
• Vibrant groups of residents, such
as Noble Neighbors and the Cain
Park Neighborhood Association,
who have formed to fight foreclosures and revitalize their neighborhoods.
• Community gardens and the City
Fresh community supported agricultural (CSA) program.
• Nearby community credit unions,
which, unlike banks, are memberowned and governed.
• Active social action or change
organizations, including Sustainable Heights Network, Heights
Community Congress, the Heights
Coalition for Public Education,
Reaching Heights and FutureHeights.
It’s all too easy to take the above
examples for granted, even if some
are not (yet) perfect democratic expressions. When we fail to utilize or
be involved in them, they will wither
and die or will be manipulated,
eliminated, replaced or co-opted by
corporations, top-down government
and/or the powerful few.
To really make the Heights
the “Heights of Democracy” will
require us all to be actively engaged
in strengthening our democratic
infrastructure.

ADAM
2953 MAYFIELD ROAD

CALL FOR A TEST DRIVE
216
458
0275

2017 HONDA CRV

You’ve relied on him since you
wore your own tutu.
Now it’s his turn.
APRIL 16 IS NATIONAL HEALTHCARE DECISIONS DAY. Ask your
dad if he’s completed a living will and healthcare power of
attorney. Talk about his healthcare choices. Ask about the
hard stuff. Talk about compassionate options.

Tell him his choices matter to you, his granddaughter
and your whole family. Then fill out the simple documents
together. Get started at hospicewr.org/decisions.

Guest columnist Greg Coleridge, a
Cleveland Heights resident, is coordinator of the Move to Amend Ohio Campaign and writer of the blog Create Real
Democracy (https://createrealdemocracy.
wordpress.com). He can be reached at
gcoleridge1@gmail.com.

			

HOWE

ADAMHOWE@MOTORCARSHONDA.COM

Rebuilding the infrastructure of democracy

800.707.8922 |
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Teachers union draws on parent input in contract negotiations
A Teacher’s
Voice

Ari Klein

Last school year the Cleveland
Heights Teachers Union conducted
a listening project with various
parent groups throughout our community. Our purpose was to find
out what parents like about their
child’s school as well as what they
believe needs to be changed. In
March 2016, I reported out some of
our findings in the Heights Observer.
In preparing for contract nego-

tiations last spring, the concerns we
heard from parents were fresh in our
minds. The first union issue brought to
the negotiating table was “How can we
ensure the success of our partnerships
with parents and the community?”
We advocated for a wrap-around
services commission dedicated to coordinating supports that outside agencies
offer in our schools. From our own
knowledge and discussions with parents,
we know that there are great things happening in all of our schools. However,
sometimes a need exists that is not filled.
We promoted limits on the testing of our students.
We wanted to discuss the best
time of day to hold parent conferenc-

Privileged
to help.
Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

es. Currently, conference nights are
3–9 p.m., twice a year, which restricts
access for some of our parents.
We brought up the need for:
more after-school tutoring, securing
a late bus for each school for students
who need to stay, providing universal
before-school care for families who
need to drop off students early, creating the possibility for teachers to work
different overlapping shifts to serve
some students longer during the day,
and defining when it would be too hot
in a building to provide instruction.
We had excellent conversations with the [school] board team
regarding these issues, and have five
tentative agreements that will be
listed as “consensus statements” in
our contract, when ratified. These
statements are non-binding, but provide a clear picture of what both our
teachers and the board could agree
on for the students in our district.
The first consensus statement
recognizes that we need to do a
better job communicating with our
parents the value of their attendance
at school events, and that some parents need an orientation to better
navigate their child’s school. The
second statement also involves communication, specifically helping parents understand why their student is

taking a particular standardized test
and what the test results tell us.
The third confirms that a wraparound services commission will be
created.
The fourth commits the district
to finding solutions that will alleviate
lost instructional time due to student
testing mandates. The fifth is also centered on testing: We reached consensus
that when using standardized tests that
are not state mandated, their purpose
should be clearly explained to teachers
and parents. The results from these tests
should be used to inform instruction and
should be kept to an absolute minimum.
Teacher voice will be used in determining whether non-mandatory tests are
useful to instruction, timely, and if the
tool should be used in the future.
Our teachers have always advocated for their students. A fundamental
goal of the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union is to promote the welfare of
children and ensure that they receive a
quality public education. We take this
seriously enough to have made it the
first of the four major topics of the
current contract negotiations. We will
be conducting a listening project this
spring and hope to learn even more.
Ari Klein is a lifelong community member,
math teacher at Cleveland Heights High
School, and president of the Cleveland
Heights Teachers Union.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

April 12-18

Pre-Season Sale

20% OFF

Trees ▪ Shrubs ▪ Greenhouse Plants
Pottery ▪ Fountains

$10 OFF
Delivery
Minimum 5 yards of bulk material. Does not apply to any other delivery services.
Retail Only. Plant materials and hard goods are excluded. One coupon per customer/
household. Customer must present coupon at time of purchase. Redeemable at all
Bremec Garden Center locations. Expires April 30, 2017.

April Hours

Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm
Sunday 10am-5pm

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ www.bremec.com ▪ 216-932-0039
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Summer Music Camp—an experience he feels has taught him how to
be a better musician and teacher. He
has competed at multiple Ohio Music Educators Association Solo and
Ensemble competitions, performing
both snare and mallet solos. As a
member of Tri-M Music Honor Society, Bell has fundraised and played
at community events. He often plays
the timpani during services at his
church.
When not playing music, Bell
works as an auto mechanic at Bryan’s
Marathon in Cleveland Heights.
He enjoys spending time with his
friends on the weekends and playing
golf. Next year, he plans to pursue a
degree in finance while continuing
his love of music.
William van den Bogert first
encountered the piano when he
visited his sister’s lesson at age 5. A
year later, he began studying piano
at Cleveland Institute of Music with
Rozetta Kim, his teacher of 11 years.
In third grade, he chose the trumpet
as his primary instrument and began
studying at age 8 with teacher Eric
Hasselquist. He would later study
with Stephen Chapdelaine as well.
He studied music theory and composition with Alissa Shuster and jazz
trumpet with Joe Miller at Cleveland
State University.
Van den Bogert is the principal
trumpet player of the Symphonic
Winds. He is a sergeant in the
marching band, and performs with
the Heights High Symphony and
Heights Chamber Ensembles.
He has been a member of the
Tri-M Music Honor Society for two
years, and serves as its vice president of finance. He is a member of
the National Honor Society, and
4

Senior soloist and percussionist Andrew Bell.

courtesy audrey wynne

1211030

courtesy audrey wynne

Seniors continued from page 1

Senior soloist and pianist William van den Bogert.

a former member of the soccer and
robotics teams.
He enjoys improvising, and owns
the Instagram account @minutesoundtracks, devoted to his improvisations on movie soundtracks. After
graduation, he plans to study engineering and hopes to attend Columbia
University.
According to IMD Director Daniel Heim, “William is a gifted musician
with a wide range of skills and an excellent ear, but he also understands being
a team player and the value of working
in the large group, which has made him
an incredibly valuable leader.”
Audrey Wynne is a member of BOPO, the
Cleveland Heights High School Band and
Orchestra Parent Organization.
www.heightsobserver.org
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School vouchers do not support public education
the common
good

Susie Kaeser

Senator Rob Portman voted to confirm Betsy DeVos as secretary of
education, despite a fervent outcry
from his constituents—including me
and the Heights Coalition for Public
Education. He defended the decision
on his website, saying DeVos had expressed her commitment to “strongly
support public education.” And he
liked her embrace of local control.
She sure fooled him. The DeVos
agenda supports neither public education nor local control.
Shortly after taking office, DeVos
and her boss announced their commitment to making vouchers the
centerpiece of their education plan.
Rather than advancing civil rights by
investing in our public schools, for
them the road to equality is giving
more poor children the same opportunity as the wealthy to reject public
schools.
School vouchers are anti-public
education. Vouchers use public funds
to pay for private education, most of
which is religious. According to education researcher Gary Orfield, fourfifths of private schools are religious.
The Cleveland Heights experience
with vouchers shows that public funds
are most frequently used for religious
education. It doesn’t help public
education, and it blurs the division
of church and state.
It looks like tax breaks using
tuition tax credits will be the implementation method. Tax breaks reduce
resources for the common good and
advantage individuals. How does
moving children out of public schools
honor local control?
Choice advocates assume that
public is bad, and choice, regardless
of quality, is good. They argue that
increasing choice through vouchers
and charters will give more children
access to better schools and will force
public schools to improve. Sadly, the
evidence does not support either
claim. The push for privatization is
sold as a way to advance civil rights,
even if it fails to improve learning and

destroys a public system that serves
the majority of students.
DeVos has publicly stated that
reforming public education is a way to
“advance God’s kingdom.” I imagine
she has more than one kind of salvation in mind when she argues that poor
and minority children need to be saved
from those terrible public schools by
shopping around with a voucher.
Unlike many communities, Cleveland Heights is loaded with private
options. Within a few miles there are
high-end college preparatory schools,
Montessori schools for all grade levels,
and progressive “alternative” schools.
Religious schools run the gamut from
Jewish and Catholic options, to a
sprinkling of Seventh Day Adventist,
Lutheran, and Christian schools.
Cleveland Heights-University
Heights public schools have been hit
hard by Ohio’s voucher program, which
transfers state funding allocated to local
school districts directly to private schools
that enroll district residents who qualify
for one of three voucher programs.
The largest program is called
EdChoice. Vouchers pay for children

who reside in the attendance area of a
school with low test scores to “escape”
that school at public expense.
This year the Heights schools lost
more than $4.6 million to 659 students
using vouchers under EdChoice and the
autism and Peterson grants for students
with special education needs. The combined cost of charters and vouchers is
greater than the income that the newest
levy will generate. How is this helping
public schools get better?
Vouchers, as noted, by and large
support religious education. Last year,
all but seven of the 273 students who
used an Edchoice voucher to attend
a private school attended a religious
school. Almost half the students were
in kindergarten and had never spent
one day in public school. This year
the number of EdChoice students
increased to 483, and, once again, all
but seven of these students attended a
religious school. It’s questionable if they
are providing public school children
more options or simply subsidizing
people’s existing plans to give their
children a religious education—a choice
our education tradition has always al-

lowed, but not at public expense.
In Educational Delusions? Why
Choice Can Deepen Inequality and How
to Make Schools Fair, Orfield explains
that while choice is a very seductive
idea, it is not an American tradition.
Public schools were designed to serve
communities, not individuals. Public
agencies, he reminds us, “are created
to do something essential.” Having
an educated citizenry is essential.
We achieve that with a professional
system of free public education for
all.
Participation by all is what makes
the system strong. Choice discourages participation and transforms the
common good into a consumer item.
Individual choice ignores the common good and destroys the capacity
to serve it.
Please, Senator Portman, if you
support public education and local
control, stop the DeVos agenda.
Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights and former director
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the national board of Parents for Public Schools.

CIM@SEVERANCE HALL
Wednesday, April 19, 2017 | 8pm

Enjoy an evening of Bernstein, Chopin and Tchaikovsky as the acclaimed
Cleveland Institute of Music Orchestra returns to Severance Hall,
home of The Cleveland Orchestra, for its final orchestra concert of the
season, with Jahja Ling, Distinguished Principal Guest Artist, conducting.

Authentic Yoga

for Body, Mind & Spirit!

The concert is FREE, but tickets are required. Contact the Severance
Hall Box Office at clevelandorchestra.com or call 216.231.1111
30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP

For a complete schedule of CIM events visit: cim.edu/events

$59

(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY)
2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.
(216) 371-9760
www.atmacenter.com

cim.edu
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Opinion

UH has funds to purchase a new
ladder truck for fire department
point of view

Anita Kazarian

University Heights taxes are among
the highest in Ohio. We pay these
taxes because we expect excellent
city services from our elected officials in return.
I believe the most critical services for our densely populated city
are our safety forces: fire, police and
EMS. Mayor Susan Infeld wears a
second hat as safety director for
University Heights. In that role, she
ensures that our fire department has
current equipment and trucks.
Our fire department has an aging ladder truck, and I believe our
high taxes warrant the purchase of
a Rolls Royce-style truck. While our
city many not need such a high-end
version, for our tax money the least
UH residents should expect is a new,
fully equipped truck with all the bells
and whistles our firefighters request.
In fact, UH residents paid so
much in taxes that the fire department had $800,000 left over from
its 2016 budget that went back into
the city’s coffers. A new ladder truck
does not even come close to costing
that much. We have the funds.
In 2011, our city saved $275,000
on a new engine truck for our fire
department. How did that happen? University Heights firefighter

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

HEIGHTS
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POWER WASHING COMPANY
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washing
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2107 S. TAYLOR ROAD
Convenient Hours

• Fence & deck
cleaning

• Brick cleaning
• Shed & gazebo
cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S

LEADING POWER
WASH COMPANY

8:00am - 8:30pm Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 9:00pm Saturdays & Sundays

Call Now to SChedule:

216-267-WASH (9274)

WASH, DRY, FOLD WASH, DRY, FOLD

Robert Perko led the department’s
firefighters in researching and writing a grant application to try “to
help the city in difficult economic
times.” They did this on their own
time and initiative, and won a grant
of $275,000 for University Heights’
new engine truck.
In 2014, Perko obtained another grant for the UHFD, this time
for $206,000.
Why am I writing about this?
I have heard, unsubstantiated, talk
that our elected officials are considering alternatives to a new ladder truck for our fire department.
These rumors are hard to believe,
but where there is smoke . . .
A few of the rumors regard a
plan to patch up the old truck; another regards buying a used truck.
Does this mean that cities whose
residents pay less in taxes can afford
a new truck, and Univesity Heights
can only afford a “hand-me-down?”
The most troubling rumor is
that we [will] not replace our ladder
truck. Again, this is just a rumor, but
I hear the safety director is considering the option to rely upon mutual
aid from other cities for use of their
ladder trucks each time University
Heights needs one.
This rumor speaks to the priority of our elected city officials.
Residents were encouraged to approve a ballot to tax ourselves for
15 years for a little neighborhood
park, but are officials now actually
thinking that they do not have to
maintain our only fully equipped
fire station?
In her State of the City address,
Mayor Infeld cited city council’s
“purchases of equipment for our
safety forces . . .” I hope council will
continue to provide this highly taxed
city with such purchases, especially
a fully equipped new ladder truck.
I look forward to council supporting our firefighters with the
proper equipment and trucks they
need to perform their job.
Anita Kazarian, a 31-year resident of
University Heights, has been active in
many of the city’s volunteer organizations.
She wants to hear your thoughts; write to
her at anitakazarian@gmail.com.
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University Heights News
Renovation continued from page 1

architects Moody Nolan.
In November 2013, the Heights
community passed Issue 81 to finance a bond to fund $134.8 million
of the $157 million project. The
Ohio Schools Facility Commission [OSFC] was to provide an 11
percent reimbursement of eligible
costs, which would then assist the
district in financing the renovation
of its elementary school buildings,
for which the community would
also have to pass an additional bond
issue.
Phase I of the district’s facilities
renovation project comprises four
sub-phases: renovation of the high
school athletic field and stadium;
preparation of the Wiley building
(to house high school students for
two years and then middle school
students for two years); selective
demolition at the high school site,
renovation of the original 1926
building, and new construction;
and renovation of the two middle
schools. The first three sub-phases
have exceeded budget forecasts,
leaving approximately $30 million
for the middle schools.
According to Jim Posch, BOE
member, it is uncertain if the district
will ever see the state’s 11 percent reimbursement, and the board has not
officially talked about the elementary school phase. “At the start of the
project, the OSFC told us that we
should receive the reimbursement in
five years, but now they are saying it
could be five years from now,” Posch
said. He confirmed that this could
hold up the start of the elementary
school phase.
In 2014, the BOE appointed the
Facilities Accountability Committee (FAC), comprising community
members, to monitor the project
and regularly report to the board on
“the project’s status, progress and
expenditure of funds.” The BOE
called a special meeting on Jan. 26
at which Seku Shabazz, FAC chair,
presented a written report on 11
specific commitments the BOE had
made to the public during the facilities planning process.
The FAC used a green-yellowred rating system to communicate
how successful it thought the district had been in meeting each of the
commitments. Eight items received
“green” ratings, meaning that the
FAC believed the district was on
track to meet or exceed the community’s expectations: completing
all Phase 1 work by 2019, achieving a
minimum LEED Silver certification,
increasing the energy-efficiency in
renovated buildings, complying with
the ADA (American Disabilities
Act) in renovated buildings, relocating career and technical programs to
the high school, preserving the core
architecture of historic buildings,
ensuring that the new construction
design is consistent with the historic design of existing structures,
enhancing safety and security in
renovated buildings and maximizing
EDGE participation—diverse hiring
practices.
The FAC gave the “competition
pool with community access” objec-
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district “started out strong with big
meetings and working groups” but
efforts petered out and engagement
in the latter part of the project was
“nonexistent.” She emphasized the
importance of engagement in getting parents and community members involved so that they could be
proud of the result.
In his concluding remarks,
Shabazz concurred: “We want to
change the narrative. Our schools
are not viewed by people—even
those who are in the schools—as as
great as they are. [When the project
is completed,] we will have a firstclass facility. We hope that won’t be
lost on the middle schools. We are a

tive a “yellow” rating because there
was “no concrete agreement between the city and school board yet
about how the community would access the pool.” [The CH-UH Board
of Education held a joint meeting
with CH City Council on March 6
and worked out an agreement for
community access to the pool.]
The FAC gave two items a “red”
rating: the budget, and communication and community engagement.
Shabazz stated that the first
sub-phases of the project were overbudget for several reasons, such as
the unforeseen circumstances of
poor soil conditions, increased labor
costs and changes in the scope of the
project. “The high school’s finished
product will be excellent,” he said,
“but because of the $104 million
total cost, it is a possibility that the
middle school projects will not have
all of the components they should
and there might be a feeling from
the community that the overall project is a failure. And that might put
in jeopardy the elementary school
project.”
BOE President Ron Register responded that, despite cost overruns,
the total project will not exceed its
$157 million budget. “We will accept
the report as presented,” he said,
“But we also have a responsibility to
enlighten the public on some things
that are off target.”
Posch thanked the FAC for its
work and stated that, although the
middle schools renovation will not
include everything, “we will know
once the project is bid this summer
what we can do with those [$30
million] dollars.” He explained, “We
are told by our consultants and our
experts that we can do a lot in the
middle schools with what we have.
Pretty much stuff that you don’t see
gets fixed, which is the expensive
stuff, you get HVAC in the buildings, all new electricity, new lighting
fixtures, mostly new paint in pretty
much all common areas, some reconfiguring of things to make the
buildings more efficient. We don’t
get new entrances, which is sort of
sad. But we can’t overstep with what
we promised the community that we
would spend.”
Board Member Eric Silverman
stated that because the middle
schools project is not as invasive
nor as comprehensive as the high
school project, he did not believe
there would be the same unforeseen
conditions that there were at the
high school.
Although communication and
community engagement was not
on the original list of 11 commitments, FAC members believed
that there had not been enough
communication or opportunities
for the public to be engaged in the
project. Chanelle Truitt, community engagement sub-committee
chair, said that communication and
engagement was the purpose of the
FAC. She attended 27 FAC meetings
and said there were ongoing discussions about the frustrations and
concerns they were hearing from
the community. She said that the

			

community that maybe took a few
steps back, but we are back and
better than ever. Cleveland Heights
and University Heights is a community where folks should want to
come to and raise their families.”
View a copy of the FAC report and the BOE’s comments
here: http://www.chuh.org/protected/
ArticleView.aspx?iid=5U32BB&das
i=3Y2I#sthash.5lTokyuB.dpuf. Videos of CH-UH BOE meetings
are available at http://www.chuh.
org/2017MeetingVideos.aspx.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive
director of FutureHeights and publisher
of the Heights Observer.

University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
FEBRUARY 21, 2017
Present were Mayor Susan Infeld and Vice
Mayor Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela Cameron (arrived after roll call), Phil Ertel,
John Rach, Steven Sims and Mark Wiseman.
Also present were Law Director Luke McConnell
and Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas.
Public comments
Thanks to EMS and police: Sheila Hubman
thanked members of the emergency medical
service and police for their kind and professional
assistance during her recent medical emergencies. She asked council to consider installing an
elevator in city hall, moving meetings to a nearby
empty store (Tops?), or installing a stationary
camera in the back of council chambers. Mayor
Infeld reported that they had been looking
at elevator options, but because of particular
circumstances in the building, the cost would be
close to $1 million dollars.
JCU outreach: Mike Bishop, a student at
John Carroll University (JCU) announced that
he is a member of the university’s Committee
for Community Outreach and that he would
be happy to meet with council regarding any
university-related issues.
State of the city address
The entirety of the mayor’s address can be
found at universityheights.com in the February
newsletter. Mayor Infeld reported that the city
has expanded green space, improved streets
and utilities, collaborated with neighboring
communities, and remained a strong steward of
the city’s finances, carrying more than $2.5 million dollars into 2017, or 19 percent of the city’s
funds, which is recommended by the Government
Finance Officers’ Association. The new park has
already become a popular feature, and movie
nights will be added this summer. Pool enhancements are continuing, and now senior citizens
are able to join the Cleveland Heights Senior
Center. Streets are being paved and water and
gas lines replaced. Warrensville Center Road is
being altered to improve pedestrian and bicycle
safety, and the joint dispatch center will become
a reality shortly with the build-out beginning
later this year.
Street beautification
Council approved submitting a grant application
to the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for
replacing the double-wide sidewalks along Warrensville Center, Bushnell and Lansdale roads,
and restoring tree lawns with trees and grass.
LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.
MARCH 6, 2017
Present were Mayor Susan Infeld, Vice Mayor
Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela
Cameron, John Rach, Steven Sims and Mark
Wiseman. Councilman Philip Ertel and Councilwoman Michele Weiss were absent. Also present
were Law Director Luke McConnell and Clerk of
Council Kelly Thomas.
Mayor’s report
Cedar-Taylor public space: Mayor Infeld hopes
to create a public square at the intersection of
Cedar and Taylor roads, making it a gateway
to University Heights. She envisions installing a
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monument sign and [creating] a gathering space
with benches and plantings. She has received
positive input from University Heights residents,
and welcomes more. The mayor reported that
the empty KFC building at the intersection has
been purchased, and that the owners of CedarTaylor Garage & Autobody have retired and
closed shop.
Gas line replacement: The Dominion gas
line replacement project has begun on Green
Road, and will eventually move to Churchill
Road. There will be periodic street closures. The
good news is that Churchill Road’s infrastructure
will be placed underground, and the street will
be repaved.
EPA control measures: The County Planning
Commission recently approved an expenditure
of money that will be reimbursed by the Northeast Ohio Sewer District. The money will be
used for EPA minimum control measures, and
will be provided by the Cuyahoga County Soil
and Water Conservation District. The project
will include a stream cleanup component, and
will address the improper disposal of hazardous
wastes, restaurant waste and yard waste.
Small cell towers
Council approved a motion, on emergency, to
add Resolution 2017-09, which places a moratorium on small cell towers and related equipment
in University Heights. Law Director McConnell
reported that a measure that restricts a municipality’s ability to negotiate the installation of small
cell towers on street lights, utility poles and traffic
lights was added to an Ohio General Assembly
bill, SB 331, which regulates pet stores in Ohio.
The legislation has passed and is set to become
effective March 21. McConnell said the measure
is damaging because cities have their own set of
ordinances that require an applicant to locate
small cell towers on existing poles or prove its
technology won’t work on an existing structure.
He expects that litigation will be filed prior to
March 21 and municipalities across the state
are hoping the legislation will be stayed. He
and the mayor plan to study the city’s ordinances
to enact measures that will help UH protect its
right of way.
LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.
Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are abstracted from LWV observers’ written reports. The
summaries have been edited and prepared
by Anne McFarland, Charlene Morse
and Maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer
reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public meetings
and are not official statements of the Heights
Chapter of the League of Women Voters
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.

www.heightsobserver.org

Cleveland Heights News
heights observer continued from page 1

of our job was not just to educate
citizens about issues of planning and
design, but more simply to provide
a forum for citizens to voice their
opinions and stand for their values,”
said Greg Donley, a founding member
of the FutureHeights Board of Directors.
FutureHeights found a model
in the Lakewood Observer, a community-based website and print
newspaper that began publishing in
2005.
The organization found Lakewood’s mix of civic pride, hyperlocal focus and community participation to be a winning combination,
worth replicating in the Heights,
and entered into an agreement to
license its software and create a
similar product, the Heights Observer. (The Observer group now
comprises several local communitybased and independently owned and
operated newspapers.)
The mission of the Heights Observer is to serve as a self-sustaining
media outlet that strengthens the
communities of Cleveland Heights
and University Heights.
Its goals are to be a community
advocate; to be a catalyst for public
discourse; to keep residents informed; to promote citizen involvement; to reflect diversity and improve the overall quality of life for
residents; and to be a resource for
the local, independent businesses
that are central to the community’s
unique and vibrant character.
It does this with small, parttime staff—publisher, editor-inchief, e-news manager and advertising manager—and submissions
from volunteer writers across the
community.
Paid advertisements from local
businesses finance the design and
printing of both the monthly print
issue and weekly e-news, and cover
a portion of the staffing costs. Volunteers also help deliver the print
issue each month to more than 300
locations throughout the Heights.
FutureHeights launched the
Heights Observer on April 10, 2008,
at its annual meeting.

Cleveland Heights City Council

The first issue—Volume 1, Issue
1— featured an article explaining
the phenomenon of citizen journalism where average people, rather
than trained professionals, cover
and disseminate the news—news
that is important to them on the
local level and news that they may
know more about and care more
about than a paid professional because they are involved in it.
“Some readers are still unaware
that we are a citizen-journalism
publication, or are unclear what
that means,” said Kim Sergio Inglis, editor-in-chief of the Heights
Observer.
“We have no staff writers—we
need community members who
think there are stories the Observer
should be covering to understand
that we invite them to write those
stories themselves.”
“Because the author of any
given story may have a particular
point of view about a news item,
because of his or her connection
to it, we ask that writers disclose
any affiliation—personal or professional—that they may have with the
topic they are writing about,” explained Sergio Inglis. “We ask that
they include this information in the
brief bio that appears at the end of
each article. This is not something
that Lakewood does, but we feel this
is essential.”
The first issue comprised 16
pages of articles written by community members, including several
FutureHeights board members.
There were articles about
community issues, such as the uncertain future of the then recently
closed Coventry Elementary School
building (FutureHeights is now
one of several community service
and cultural organizations that are
housed in the building), schools, arts
organizations and local businesses.
You can view a PDF copy of
each issue of the Observer at www.
heightsobserver.org/download-issues/.

meeting highlights
FEBRUARY 21, 2017
Mayor Cheryl L. Stephens, Vice Mayor Jason Stein, Mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil
Seren and Melissa Yasinow were present.
Michael N. Ungar was absent.
Fire department 2016 report
Fire Chief Dave Freeman presented the fire
department’s 2016 year-end report, noting
6,412 total runs (15 percent of these were
emergency fire runs; the rest were medical
emergency calls). In addition, 1,638 fire
inspections were completed and 157 free
smoke detectors were distributed. Other
activities included fire safety classes for
students in grades K–7, safety classes at
senior apartments, a CPR event at the community center, and Public Safety Night Out
in partnership with the police department.
Freeman also discussed special projects,
including completion of an agreement for
joint dispatch that merges the Cleveland
Heights, Shaker Heights, South Euclid and
University Heights police and fire into a
single space at the MetroHealth facility on
Severance Circle, and new fire response
protocols with Automatic Aid Partners
Shaker Heights and University Heights
to improve coverage. Among the department’s 2016 notable achievements were
the SAFER grant from FEMA, which pays
salary and benefits for three employees
for two years, totaling nearly $600,000,
and a partnership with Tri-C for a new
vocational education program with Heights
High, focusing on fire and EMS training.
He thanked the residents who support the
department’s efforts.

MARCH 6, 2017
All council members were present: Mayor
Cheryl L. Stephens, Vice Mayor Jason Stein,
Mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil Seren,
Michael N. Ungar and Melissa Yasinow.
Liquor control notices
Q70 Grille, 2573 Noble Road, applied
for a D5 permit from the Ohio Department
of Liquor Control. Police Chief Mecklenburg provided a letter, addressed to the
department of liquor control, objecting to
this permit. Council voted to support the
objection due to numerous police calls to
that location.
Energy conservation project
Council passed an amended resolution to
extend the term of a letter of intent with
Evans Energy to conduct an energy conservation project for an additional 90 days
past the March 17 expiration. Seren voted
no. Ungar proposed the amendment, which
was a provision to refer the extension to the
law department for review. He was concerned that the city’s interests be protected.
Non-bank ATM regulations
Council presented on first reading an ordinance that would regulate the placement
and installation of ATMs, and would require
security measures at stores to deter criminals
from committing smash-and-grab robberies.
Smash-and-grab robberies and burglaries
are increasingly [targeting] convenience
stores, grocery stores and gas stations,
as criminals drive stolen vehicles into
storefronts to steal non-bank-owned ATMs.
There were six such robberies in Cleveland
Heights in 2016 and one already this year.
Council members thanked the police chief
for bringing to [their attention] the need for
this legislation.
LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.
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LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Loan approval
Council authorized a loan under the
city’s Commercial Revolving Loan Fund
program to the Wine Cave Inc. to assist in
the acquisition of La Cave Du Vin at 2785
Euclid Heights Blvd. The $60,000 loan will
bear an annual interest rate of 3 percent,
with a five-year repayment schedule. An
important consideration is the fact that La

Advertise in the Observer

sunday april 9
9am-12:30pm
at heights high

Sanctuary city, rental issues
Kahlil Seren announced that on Feb. 23
he would be hosting a meeting in council
chambers to discuss policies relevant to
the sanctuary city debate, as well as rental
occupancy permit restrictions related to
delinquent taxes and nuisance abatement
charges. [A video of the meeting is available on the city’s YouTube channel and at
http://bit.ly/2mDO4HX.

Police department 2016 report
Police Chief Annette Mecklenburg presented the police department’s 2016 yearend report, providing statistics on staffing
levels, calls for service (41,850; up 820
from 2015), animal calls (943), motor
vehicle accidents (1,393), crime rates (of
these, robbery and aggravated assault
were both up; burglary and theft were at an
all-time low), and arrests of adults (1,627,
down from 2,019 in 2015) and juveniles
(369, down from 411 in 2015). She also
described activities of the community
response team, crime suppression team,
special response team, juvenile diversion
program, and Cleveland Heights Police
Academy. Among the goals and priorities
for the coming year were strengthening the
police-community relationship, developing
strategies to recruit and retain a qualified
and diverse workforce, training and employee development, and exploring opportunities for inter-municipal resource sharing.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of
the Heights Observer.

got syrup?

Cave Du Vin currently has a total of three
full-time jobs and projects to create three
additional full-time jobs during the first year,
at least two of which will be made available
to low-to-moderate income persons. It was
also noted that Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds are available
for this purpose.

3/13/17 10:12 AM
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Cedar Fairmount
streetscape project
to begin in April

Noble Road resurfacing project gets underway
Deanna Bremer Fisher

After a year’s delay, the Cedar Fairmount
Streetscape and Cedar Road Resurfacing project is set to begin in April. The
city awarded a $3.99 million contract to
Perk Company Inc. in January.
According to Joseph Kickel, assistant to the director of public works
for Cleveland Heights, the project was
designed as two separate projects with
multiple funding sources for each, but
was combined into one in order to reduce costs and construction time. Of
the total project cost, the resurfacing
portion will be $2.95 million and the
streetscape $1.04 million.
The streetscape project, designed
by Osborne Engineering and City
Architecture, will add several amenities to the Cedar Fairmount Business
District, including new trees, sidewalks and sidewalk features—such as
widened sidewalks, brick pavers and
custom benches—from Fairmount
Boulevard to Euclid Heights Boulevard. This portion of the project also
includes a multi-use pedestrian and
bicycle path that will be constructed
along Cedar Glen Parkway to connect
the area to University Circle.
“We are excited to start the
long-anticipated Cedar Fairmount
Streetscape Project that will add new
breath to this vital, historic district of
Cleveland Heights,” said Kaye Lowe,
executive director of Cedar Fairmount
Special Improvement District (CFSID).
Planning for the streetscape
project began in 2009 with a Transportation for Livable Communities
Initiative study. Then, in 2013, the
city awarded a contract to Osborn
Engineering and City Architecture
for engineering, bidding support, and
post-bidding design services for the
project. The project is expected to
be completed in October.
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) had delayed the resurfacing project—repaving Cedar Road
from the top of Cedar Hill to the
city’s border with University Heights
at Taylor Road—until 2017, and that
work needs to be completed before
work on the streetscape project can
begin. The resurfacing project will
include new ADA-compliant curb

Courtesy Cedar Fairmount SID

Deanna Bremer Fisher

View of expanded sidewalk area along Fairmount Boulevard.

ramps from South Taylor Road to
Euclid Heights Boulevard.
Dominion East Ohio, which
has been working on a multi-year
gas line replacement project in the
city, began replacing gas lines under
the sidewalks beginning at Euclid
Heights Boulevard and Cedar Road to
Surrey Road in March. The company
has cut down several trees where it is
working. Those trees will be replaced
and the landscaping enhanced at the
completion of the streetscape.
According to Kickel, the project
is scheduled to receive $3.48 million
in federal funds, $443,000 in Ohio
Public Works Commission funds,
and $69,000 in Ohio Department of
Natural Resource funds. CFSID has
already contributed $100,000 to the
project and will be paying separately
for add-on amenities, such as signage.
The city has placed a button on
its home page that connects users
directly to information and updates
for the project: www.clevelandheights.
com/index.aspx?page=1959. CFSID will
keep residents and businesses apprised
of progress, schedule changes, and
other issues relating to the project
on its website, www.cedarfairmount.
org, where it has added a button to its
home page, and via social media.
CFSID hosted, in conjunction
with FutureHeights, a Construction
Survival Workshop for business and
property owners, and is planning several special events. The first is a Hard
Hat Happy Hour on Friday, April 28,
5–8 p.m. Merchants will offer specials
to all who purchase a Hard Hat Happy
Hour hat and wear it during the event.
There will be children’s activities,
music, hard hat decorating, a raffle,
cupcake decorating, and fun for all.

Noble Road will be resurfaced from
where it begins at Mayfield Road to
Cleveland Heights’ northern border with East Cleveland. Cuyahoga
County is overseeing the $2.947 project, which is completely funded by
the county, including engineering, administration and construction costs.
C. A. Agresta Construction Co.
won the contract, and will begin work
in April. Construction is expected to
be completed by October.
According to Mike Tworzydlo, area
construction manager for Cuyahoga
County, the road resurfacing will include
repairing the underlying structure and
replacing curb ramps so that they are
ADA compliant. Any broken curbs will
be repaired. Although there was some
initial discussion about adding bike
lanes to Noble Road, this is not part of
the project. The road will be re-striped
to match what is currently there.
Traffic will be maintained in two
directions on all parts of the road,
except for the first block at Mayfield
Road, where traffic will be redirected
to Warrensville Center Road. Access to
businesses will be maintained because
the sidewalks will not be affected. The
county will publish and distribute a flyer

to businesses and residents a week or so
before construction starts.
The city of Cleveland Heights
will place a button on its home page
to directly connect users to information and updates on the Noble Road
project. Contact the city’s Department of Public Works at 216-6917300 for more information.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.
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ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS!

YA FANTASY AUTHOR

CINDA
WILLIAMS
CHIMA

Will be at Mac’s on

April 25th @7pm

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS

Seasonally crafted menu and
fine cocktails in a cozy setting

12502 Larchmere
(216) 791-0918
www.feliceurbancafe.com
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O
Y
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M
ON

Adult and Pediatric Dermatology

Hair Loss Center offering PRP treatments

Angela O. Kyei,
MD, MPH, FAAD
Board Certified
Dermatologist

Laser treatments, including hair removal,
spider veins and more
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights
216-417-3250
www. cosmodermatology.com

OPEN REGISTRATION GRADES 1-8

WITH NO WAITLIST FOR PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN!
Call to schedule a tour today and experience firsthand everything we have to offer!
www.communionofsaintsschool.org | 216.932.4177 | 2160 Stillman Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
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Cleveland Heights News

Cleveland Heights crime rates stable in most categories for 2016
Bob Rosenbaum

While the number of property crimes
in Cleveland Heights continued a fouryear downward trend in 2016, the overall number of violent crimes increased
last year for the first time since 2012.
Three murders were committed in the city last year, the same as
in 2015. Nine rapes were reported,

compared to eight the previous year.
But there were 83 robberies, up from
53 in 2015; and 55 aggravated assaults,
compared to 33 the year before.
Police Chief Annette Mecklenburg said citizens shouldn’t be alarmed
by the increase. “We’d love the rates
to keep going down until we’re at zero
crime, but it doesn’t work that way,”
she said, emphasizing that it doesn’t
Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462

Have Radiators?
Want Central Air?
The Unico system was designed
for older homes like yours. This
system provides exceptional
comfort without any messy and
expensive remodeling. Call
today for your initial inspection.

5

generations of family experience.
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

VEHbrothers.com

216

932-9755

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating and cooling business in Cleveland.

mean the city’s streets are less safe.
Often, several crimes are solved
with a single arrest. For example, one
person apprehended after allegedly
shooting at cars in the Noble Road
area was charged with eight of last
year’s assaults, Mecklenburg said.
And Rise Nightclub & Restaurant,
in the lower level at Severance Center
(within sight of the police station),
was closed following city action in
response to several violent incidents.
Further, the chief said, most of
the assaults reported over the course
of a year are domestic disputes—in
many cases at homes where police
have answered repeated calls.
Mecklenburg highlighted three
important areas of concern:
1. Thefts of freestanding ATM
machines at convenience stores and
the like. These have taken place in
other communities as well, including Beachwood, South Euclid, Willoughby and Cleveland. They often
involve two stolen cars; one is used
to crash into the store and ram the
ATM from the bolts that secure it,
then the machine is loaded into the
other car for the getaway. Cleveland

Come experience the Assisted Living
neighborhoods at Judson Park!
Judson Park offers a variety of assisted living options. From light
assistance to full support services and 24-hour nurse oversight,
residents receive personalized care in a warm and inviting setting.
• No entry fee and no community fee

Heights saw one such theft in 2015,
six in 2016 and three already this year.
Mecklenburg said the department
is participating in an informal taskforce with agencies across the region.
She also has asked city council to pass
a law requiring stores to install protective bollards around freestanding
ATMs. If it passes, it will take effect in
June. It was awaiting a second reading
before city council as of mid-March.
2. Aggressive car robberies—also
not limited to Cleveland Heights—in
which a driver is hit from behind, and,
when approached to exchange insurance information, is pulled from the
car. There were three in the city last
year. “We feel like they’re connected,
but we haven’t been able to [solve it]
yet,” she said.
3. Opioid drug overdoses. Police
responded to least nine overdoses in
the city last year—six of them fatal.
“In southern Ohio, departments our
size are getting four, five, six calls a
day. We don’t have anything like that,
but it’s moving this way,” Mecklenburg said.
In 2016, all Cleveland Heights police officers began carrying Naloxone,
which can reverse an opioid overdose.
It saved three lives last year, Mecklenburg said. The Cleveland Heights
Fire Department also deals with such
cases, which are counted separately.
The crime data are compiled
by the CHPD according to definitions from the FBI Uniform Crime
Reporting system, and published on
the Cleveland Heights city website.
The reports include serious “Part I”
offenses. They do not include “Part
II” minor offenses, such as trespassing
or DUI—which
the FBI does not
seek from local
agencies due to
cost.
For more information about
how the CHPD collects and validates
crime statistics, and why the Observer
publishes them regularly, see the
original article in this series by scanning the QR code or visiting http://
tiny.cc/chcrimestats.
[See charts on page 11.]
Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights Observer
Advisory Committee, and is responsible
for its advertising sales and market development.
french FRIES
so

• Consistently ranked 95% Overall Resident Satisfaction
according to the State of Ohio

DELICIOUS

• On site rehabilitation, therapy, home care and hospice

you’ll go

• Access to all signature amenities on campus including
educational, cultural and wellness programs

CROSS-EYED

Located in the quiet neighborhood of Chestnut Hills in Cleveland
Heights, Judson Park is just minutes away from world-class
healthcare at the Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals.

To learn more about the assisted living neighborhoods
at Judson Park, please call (216) 446-1845.

For more information, visit www.judsonsmartliving.org
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Best French Fries in NE Ohio
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family
Friendly Restaurant

www.heightsobserver.org

Cleveland Heights News

Number of violent crimes, by category, reported in 2011-2016

Number of property crimes, by category, reported in 2011-2016

Overall crime trend in Cleveland Heights, 2011-2016
Church of the Saviour

Easter Egg Hunt
Bring family, neighbors, friends and your own basket!
Saturday, April 8
10 am - 12 pm
On front lawn (Indoors if it rains)
Separate hunts for preschoolers & elementary children
Followed by Easter activities and refreshments!
CHURCH of the SAVIOUR
2537 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights
(216)-321-8880
www.chsaviour.org

Percentage of violent crimes solved, 2011-2016

Clearance rates measure how many crimes are solved; the higher the rate, the better. A crime is considered cleared when at least one person has been arrested, charged and turned over for prosecution.

Picture-wory
STYLES

We buy & sell gently used
clothing & accessories!
Get paid CA$H on the
spot for your trends!

5688 MAYFIELD ROAD | LYNDHURST, OH 44124 | 440.919.0138
/PlatosClosetLyndhurst
@PlatosClosetLyndhurst

Percentage of property crimes solved, 2011-2016

C U S TO M
CAKES AS
AMAZING AS
YO U R I M AG I N AT I O N
You dream it and Luna will create it - cakes,
cookies and pastries as delicious as they are
beautiful. Let the Luna Cake Shop team
create unique and edible masterpieces
for your special occasion!

Photo: Alicia Wines

Clearance rates measure how many crimes are solved; the higher the rate, the better. A crime is considered cleared when at least one person has been arrested, charged and turned over for prosecution.

........................
2482 Fairmount Blvd • Cleve Hts, OH 44106
216.231.8585 • lunabakerycafe.com
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Congratulations! FREE Furnace WINNER!
Jon Holmes, of Cleveland Heights
Winner of our Helping-Hann
Free Furnace Contest!





To read more about his
story visit at: vehbrothers.
com/helping-hanns/


ONLY

Hann

216

932-9755

generations of family experience.
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.
The

and Chris
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Jon Holmes

Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.
Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Systems

vehbrothers.com

Neff Landscaping
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t
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r
b
Cele ears in
40 y eights
the H

Full-service care for
your lawn and yard

• Spring Cleanup
• Weekly Mow & Trim
• Lawn & Landscape
Renovation/Installation
• Shrub & Bed Maintenance
• Lawn Treatment Programs

Early bird
specials on
our website

Call for a free consultation
Visit us online

(440) 449-3050 • NeffLandscaping.com
LL_HO.0312.Ad:Layout 1

2/20/12

4:00 PM

Page 1

You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn
Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?
Are you tired of calling an
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?
Are you frustrated with
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?
Our customized lawn care program
and lawn renovation services make
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today.

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation
• Organic and traditional
lawn fertilization programs

CH advised to create a CDC
Joy Roller

A special Economic Development
Advisory Committee appointed by
Cleveland Heights City Council delivered its recommendations to the
council’s Committee of the Whole
on Feb. 13.
Its top recommendation is the
creation of a Community Development Corporation (CDC) in Cleveland
Heights that will partner with the city
and other organizations to promote
the city’s economic development.
The CDC would focus on revitalizing mixed-use business districts,
coordinating Special Improvement
Districts (SIDs), and work with the city
and civic organizations to create visions
and plans for neighborhoods and business districts throughout the city.
The CDC would also focus on
enhancing the identity of the city
and its unique neighborhoods and
business districts, and marketing the
city throughout the region.
CDCs are private, nonprofit
corporations that drive economic
development and strive to improve
the quality of residents’ lives. Shaker
Heights, Lakewood, South Euclid and
other local communities work with
CDCs in attracting, maintaining and
developing business activity.
The committee recommended to
council that FutureHeights, a 501(c)3,
nonprofit organization serving the
residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights, fill the CDC role.
Over the past 15 years, FutureHeights has developed the Heights
Observer, Heights Music Hop, Neighborhood Mini-Grants and the Neighborhood Leadership Workshop
Series—all designed to market the
city and get residents involved in
improving their community.
According to FutureHeights Executive Director Deanna Bremer Fisher,
“FutureHeights is now poised, with a
fantastic group of volunteers who have
both the energy and the experience, to
create a comprehensive CDC that will
partner with the city to strengthen our
neighborhoods and commercial districts through planning, development
and creative place-making.”
The Economic Development Advisory Committee also recommended
that the city’s new economic development staff, assisted by the CDC,
develop targeted business district

strategies; that the city improve its
image by investing in the community
and by marketing its assets; and that
city government continue and increase
its support for the arts, which are a
catalyst for economic development.
The committee comprises seven
residents with expertise in economic
development, city planning, banking,
organizational development and community engagement.
It received presentations from
the Cuyahoga County Planning
Department, Mark Chupp of Case
Western Reserve University’s Mandel
School of Applied Social Sciences,
and various economic development
experts from Greater Cleveland.
Each expert who presented to the
committee supported the establishment of a CDC for Cleveland
Heights.
In response to the committee’s
recommendation to create a CDC,
Mayor Cher yl Stephens stated,
“It creates a new opportunity for
Cleveland Heights to work with a
nonprofit to create more investment
in its neighborhoods and business
districts.”
Michael Ungar, a member of
Cleveland Heights City Council and
chair of its finance committee, said he
is “100 percent in favor of creating a
CDC in Cleveland Heights.”
Expressing his thanks to the committee members and Bremer Fisher
for their leadership on this initiative,
he said, “There are a number of exciting opportunities—and challenges as
well—that we, as a city, are primed
to capture and capitalize on, and I
believe that a CDC, working arm-inarm with the city’s outstanding economic development team, represents
the right vehicle with which to do so.”
According to Ungar, CH City
Council will consider recommendations of the city’s Master Plan
Steering Committee, as well as the
recommendations of the Economic
Development Advisory Committee,
in making a decision on the role of a
CDC in Cleveland Heights.
Joy Roller served on the Economic Development Advisory Committee. She is a new
member of the FutureHeights Board of
Directors, the founder of Archer Consulting, former president of Global Cleveland,
and former executive director of Gordon
Square Arts District.

• Integrated weed and
pest management

SCOTT HAIGH

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal

www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

• Weekly lawn maintenance

Under contract!
1164 Plainfield Rd, South Euclid

Need to sell or buy? Give me a call!
Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
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Cleveland Heights adopts Master Plan
Robert Brown

Cleveland Heights City Council
voted unanimously on March 20 to
adopt a new Master Plan as a longterm guide for the community’s development and revitalization.
The 250-page plan was prepared
by the Cuyahoga County Planning
Commission during a 16-month
period that included three community meetings attended by about 230
people. At its March 20 meeting, CH
City Council committed to begin
implementing the plan immediately.
Among the plan’s more noteworthy
recommendations are the following:
Mayfield Corridor Innovation District. As part of a strategy
to increase jobs and tax revenues, the
plan proposes targeting the Mayfield
Road corridor as an “innovation district,” building off of its connection to
University Circle and re-using some on
the corridor’s currently under-utilized
buildings.
Severance Town Center
Redevelopment. The plan supports citizen recommendations to
redevelop Severance Town Center as
a mixed-use and walkable area consistent with the character of Cleveland
Heights.
Hub for Arts. The plan advocates use of the city’s arts venues
and organizations as catalysts for
neighborhood revitalization.
Attracting Families. As part of
a strategy to make Cleveland Heights
a more family-friendly place, the

plan suggests holding more events
oriented to families with children.
Preservation. The plan recommends amending the city’s zoning
regulations to require review and
approval of proposed demolitions of
architecturally significant buildings.
Community Development
Corporation. The plan encourages
the city to partner with a nonprofit
community development organization
to help spearhead the plan’s implementation. FutureHeights has offered
to fill that role in Cleveland Heights.
The Master Plan estimates the cost
of various recommendations, identifies
grant opportunities to provide some of
the required funding, and prioritizes
the recommendations with respect to
the timing of their implementation.
Twelve local citizens served on a
steering committee that guided development of the plan: Jeanne Diamond,
Ken Dowell, Mike Gaynier, Kristin
Hopkins, Howard Maier, Allison McCallum, Chuck Miller, William C. Mitchell,
Yovan Radivoyevitsh, Eric Silverman,
Saroya Queen Tabor and Julia Kious
Zabell.
The complete Master Plan can be
found in the Cleveland Heights website, under the Planning & Development Department, at http://www.clevelandheights.com/index.aspx?page=1827.
Robert Brown is a city planner with 40
years of experience. He has been a resident
of Cleveland Heights for more than 40
years and recently joined the FutureHeights Board of Directors.

Cedar Taylor continued from page 1

funds through its city road program—
one of many such projects that will
take place over the next couple of
years.
Attendees provided feedback.
Several stated that lighting should be
an essential component of the project,
as it would provide increased safety,
enhance walkability and aesthetic appeal, and help to define the district.
Other suggestions from residents
focused on continuity between the
northeast and southeast corners (University Square). Ideas ranged from
creating a “mirror image” reflected by
a monument, benches and greenery,
to an arch that could extend across
the street. Some suggestions may not
be feasible due to the southeast cor-

TODAY
IS THE
DAY.
Call now.
Why wait?

ner being privately owned property,
but the mayor expressed interest in
exploring all suggestions.
Overall, the proposed project was
well received by those in attendance.
Infeld said she would hold additional
public discussions and continue a
dialogue for this and other proposed
projects throughout the city.
The city invites feedback from
all residents. They can send thoughts
and recommendations to the city at
info@universityheights.com or call
216-932-7800, ext. 203.

Insurers can charge older, less affluent Americans
higher premiums. Taxes on the wealthy no longer
help pay for subsidies. How are you affected by the
proposed changes in healthcare?
Join us for coffee and conversation.
All are invited.

J.B. Silvers, Prof. of
Health Care Finance
Weatherhead Sch. of Mgmt

First Unitarian Church • www.firstunitariancleveland.com
21600 Shaker Blvd. • Shaker Heights, OH 44122

It’s time for new ideas.

EASTWOOD
F URNITURE
3451 Fairmount Blvd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-303-9862
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

Solid Hardwood
Made in Ohio
Designed by You

Raymond J. Wohl
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Now 3 locations . . .
23 Public Square in Medina
330-723-0014
4722 Kidron Road in Kidron 330-857-2009

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

2121 South Green Road, Ste 204
South Euclid, OH 44121
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Sunday, April 30, 9:30-10:45 am

We build custom sizes and designs
to create your perfect piece.

Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member SIPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

raywohlcpa@yahoo.com
www.hdvest.com

National Healthcare Choices
and Reality: Next Steps

Eli Auerbach is a 10-year University
Heights resident and a board member
of both FutureHeights and the HeightsHillcrest Regional Chamber of Commerce.

Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans*
Insurance
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance

216-382-9647

Community Discussion

www.eastwoodfurniture.com
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A preview of May Preservation Month events
Kim Sergio Inglis

8000 Square feEt of supervised play
in south euclid

20% Savings
for New
Clients!
First-time clients only | One offer per person
Use code HO5460 at checkout

5-class pack
for $60
($75 value)

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

We treat your yard like family
Full Residential
Tree Services
• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
• Deep Root
Fertilization
• 24-Hour Tree
Service

May is National Preservation Month
and, for the 15th year, the Cleveland
Heights Landmark Commission,
Cleveland Heights Historical Society
and Heights Libraries will be celebrating the rich history and architecture
of the Heights through a series of
lectures, workshops and tours.
A complete listing of events
will appear in the May issue of the
Heights Observer. Highlighted below
are two programs—one scheduled
for early May, and a May 20 tour that
requires advance registration, and is
sure to fill up:
Monday, May 1, 7 p.m., Cleveland Heights House History
Workshop
Using local research tools and online sites, this workshop will teach
participants how to research their
home’s history, including when it
was built and by whom, past owners
and historic photos. Learn how to
use Plain Dealer indexes to find out

what may have happened at a property—home sales, lost pets, society
events and more. Participants who
preregister and provide a mailing
address will receive advance information to start a search on a property.
Others can receive the information at
a later date. [Lee Road Library, 2345
Lee Road. To preregister, call 216-2914878, after April 1.]
Saturday, May 20, 10 a.m., Cleveland Heights Rocks & Waters
2017: Compton Creek
This guided walking tour will explore
the geology, history and ecology of
Compton Creek, the Dugway tributary that flows through the Park Synagogue site and reappears in Forest Hill
Park, where it tumbles over bluestone
to join Dugway Brook. [Reservations
are required for this tour. To register,
call 216-4878, after April 20.]
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker
Farm Historic District in Cleveland
Heights.

Benefit breakfast is April 8 at Coit market
Joe Jerdonek

Free Estimates
440-463-7379

The Coit Road Farmers Market’s
Annual French Toast Breakfast will
be on Saturday, April 8, 10 a.m. to
noon. Ten bucks gets you three slices
of French toast and maple syrup,
with a choice of bacon or chicken
sausage, and coffee or apple cider.
Plates will be provided for those who

ISA Certified Arborist

ISA Certification #: OH-6536A
• Slate

216-371-5944

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com

Careful • Knowledgeable • Neat • Professional

www.ustonroof.com

want to share with children under 10.
As always, this meal is made using all
locally produced ingredients.
Located for 84 years at 1500
Woodworth Road, near East 152nd
Street and Noble Road, the market
is non-profit and community-based.
Its mission is to provide residents of
Cleveland’s urban East Side and innerring suburbs with access to affordable,
locally grown, farm-fresh products.
Ohio Direction Card users get $20
worth of food for $10 charged to their
card each day they shop at the market.
The addition of a full kitchen
in the market’s rear utility building
is expected this year—realizing a
longtime goal. The addition is being
helpedby donations of roofing materials from Johns ManvilleCorp. and
installation by Professional Roofing
of Strongsville. 
The market is open on Saturdays
year round, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday hours, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., begin
on May 31. Call 216-249-5455 during
market hours or visit www.coitmarket.
org for additional information.
Joe Jerdonek is a volunteer for the Coit
Road Farmers Market.
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We ARRGH going to save you lots of loot this summer!

only $89

Air Conditioning Tune-Up

Chris

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per system;
parts and labor for repairs additional. Discount valid
during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). One
discount per visit. Valid on standard A/C set-ups
only; excludes attic systems. Expires 7/31/17

$89

216

932-9755

5

Bill

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

vehbrothers.com
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Burgess aims to expand HYC membership
Beverly Burgess’s ambitions for
Heights Youth Club (HYC) are
straightforward: Reach more of the
youth of Cleveland Heights, University Heights and South Euclid with
the after-school programming she
has been overseeing as the club’s
director since November.
Burgess, who joined HYC as
assistant director in February 2016,
said that the club currently has
about 200 members. The sign-up
fee, posted on a recruitment sign on
the club’s front door, is just $10.
Another sign on the door makes
clear that the first order of business
when a young person arrives at the
club on a Monday through Friday
afternoon is to do his or her homework for the day, and then move on
to more fun activities.
On the last day of February,
those activities included a poetry slam honoring Black History
Month.
The independent nonprof it

COURTESY MIKE MCGRAW

Mike McGraw

Beverly Burgess, Heights Youth Club director.

Heights Youth Club launched the
club some years ago and still owns
the building, a former church, at the
corner of Washington Boulevard and
Lee Road. All HYC programming,
however, is now run by the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Cleveland (BGCC).
Volunteers help supplement
the staff of three full-time and
seven part-time employees. Asked
what the general public could do
to help, Burgess said that she was
particularly interested in business
owners coming in to talk about

COURTESY PEG WEISSBROD

Forest H i l l
Church is cos p on s or i n g a
presentation by
Amos N. Guiora on “Complicity: The Role of
the Bystander
Amos N. Guiora
i n t he Holo caust” in the auditorium of B’nai Jeshurun Congregation, on Thursday,
April 27 at 7 p.m.
A professor of law and a child
of the Holocaust, whose parents are
concentration camp survivors, Guiora will address the bystander-victim
relationship from both a personal and
legal perspective. He examines not
only the Holocaust but also campus
sexual assault cases and other crimes
where witnesses failed to come to the
victims’ aid.
Complicity: The Role of the Bystander in the Holocaust, is also the title
of Guiora’s new book, which considers whether society should impose

Mike McGraw has lived near Coventry
since 1999. His writing on local issues of
poverty and homelessness has appeared in
the Cleveland Street Chronicle.

a legal duty to act on bystanders
who witness a crime, or simply rely
on the bystander’s sense of moral
responsibility. Recognizing that a
“duty to intervene” law would raise
complicated questions, such as the
kind of duty owed and to whom it is
owed, Guiora nevertheless argues in
favor of criminalizing the failure to
intervene.
According to John C. Lentz, Forest Hill Church’s senior pastor, and
a longtime friend and colleague of
Guiora, the evening presents “a rare
opportunity to hear an internationally recognized expert on national
and international security issues.”
The lecture at B’nai Jeshurun
Congregation, 27501 Fairmount Blvd.
in Pepper Pike, is free and open to
the public. It is co-sponsored by Forest Hill Presbyterian Church, B’Nai
Jeshurun Congregation and the
nonprofit international organization
Facing History and Ourselves.
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Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath,
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

Law professor’s talk will explore
bystander duty laws on April 27
Peg Weissbrod

their success, to spread the message
of entrepreneurship. Other areas of
programming that volunteers could
help with include any art, music or
other skills that they would enjoy
teaching.
Those interested in volunteering
should e-mail Cindy Newton at the
BGCC office, at cnewton@clevekids.
org. Heights Youth Club (216-3212582) is located at 2065 Lee Road.
The BGCC website provides information about joining HYC: www.
clevekids.org/find-a-club/join-a-club.

1103161.1

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings.
When you have a State Farm car and a State Farm
home, get ready to drive around with a big, moneysaving State Farm smile.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™
CALL ME TODAY.
®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Peg Weissbrod is the outreach director for
Forest Hill Church in Cleveland Heights.

Watch ’em
thrive at
Hanna
Perkins
School

We help children recognize and manage
their feelings for success in school and life
• Kindergarten, preschool & toddler group
• ASD dedicated classroom
• Parenting support
• Child & adolescent therapeutic services

Hanna Perkins is for all children
—those developing typically and
those who need some help with
social-emotional skills. We work
closely with parents, and focus on
each child’s emotional development
for a lifetime of happiness
and success.

Open House
www.hannaperkins.org
216-991-4472 • Shaker Heights
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MJM Window Restoration

WOW kicks off year two on April 23

Why replace?
Your existing windows can work like new!
• Sticky windows
• Broken ropes

• Cracked glass
• Weather stripping

You’ll save thousands!
30 yrs. experience • Ask about our winter discount

(216) 321-7729 mjmwindowrestoration.com

ReImagine Your Home….

Imaginet, LLC

440.759.1771

since 2007

COURTESY WOW STAFF

Renovation of Quality Homes
Women out Walking (WOW), an initiative of the Cleveland Heights Parks and
Recreation Department, is set to kick off its second year on Sunday, April 23, 2–4
pm., at the CH Community Center. WOW offers various activities to help women
get healthy and fit, including yoga, tai chi and self-defense, while meeting new
people and exploring Cleveland
Heights parks. The free 12-week
program is limited to 150 women, so
sign up soon. The April 23 kick-off will
feature group exercise, a T-shirt and
swag bag giveaway, speakers and
a celebration walk.

New law makes
bicycling safer

www.hrdhomes.com

si

LIFE CYCLE

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

				

Ohio motorists are now required
by law to give 3 feet of clearance
when passing bicyclists. House Bill
154 went into effect on March 21,
after the legislature passed it and
Gov. John Kasich signed the bill
into law. The previous law required
a safe passing distance for vehicles
overtaking other vehicles, but did
not specify what that distance would
be and did not mention bicycles
specifically.
The new law defines the “safe
distance” by which Ohio motorists
must pass bicyclists as at least 3 feet,
and permits any Ohio vehicle to proceed through an intersection, after
stopping and yielding right-of-way,
when not detected by the device
meant to move the signal from red
to green.
Being passed too closely by a
car or truck when bicycling is scary
and can be dangerous, which is why
3-foot “safe passing” laws are becoming common nationally. Thanks to
all motor vehicle drivers for observing this rule!
Having to wait for a signal that
only changes when detectors buried
in the roadway sense traffic can be
very frustrating for bicyclists, because
too often the detectors aren’t sensitive
enough to trigger a light to change for
a bicycle. Sometimes, the detectors
don’t work for heavier vehicles either.
The new law lets all vehicles proceed
with caution if they are stuck at a light
that does not change.
Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to educating and encouraging Heights community members to use
bicycles as a sustainable and healthy form
of transportation and recreation. Mary
Dunbar, HBC member and CH council
member, wrote this month’s column.

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com
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Annual Home Remodeling Fair returns in April
Pam Wetherill

Are you looking for home repair advice or home remodeling ideas? Are
you tired of being “sold” expensive
solutions for problems you might not
have? The Home Repair Resource
Center (HRRC) invites homeowners
to attend this year’s Home Remodeling Fair, on Saturday, April 22, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
This free, informative annual
event is presented by HRRC in cooperation with the city of Cleveland
Heights.
The fair features “Ask an Expert”
tables, where professionals from
many repair specialties (plumbing,

roofing, HVAC, lawn care and more)
will answer questions and give free
advice.
In addition, representatives
from local banks, community organizations and the city of Cleveland
Heights will be on hand to discuss
how they can help homeowners with
their concerns and projects. Attendees will have a chance to meet with
representatives of SAFEbuilt—the
company now handling building

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

inspections for the city.
Fairgoers will also have the
opportunity to attend free home
improvement workshops, win prizes,
and talk with HRRC staff about its
programs.
This year’s fair will take place
at Cleveland Heights City Hall, 40
Severance Circle. Both the fair and
parking are free—but the information available is priceless.
For more information, visit
www.hrrc-ch.org, or call 216-381-6100.

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

Pam Wetherill, a resident of University
Heights, is the former repair education
coordinator at HRRC and a lifelong fan
of the nonprofit.

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Pancakes to benefit Heights schools on April 9
Calling all alumni, staff, families and
supporters of Heights Schools—and
fans of pancakes! The 21st annual
Communit y Pancake Breakfast
will take place on April 9, 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., at Heights High’s Wiley
campus.
The Heights Schools Foundation (formerly the alumni foundation) invites attendees to enjoy an
all-you-can-eat breakfast to benefit
opportunity grants for every school
in the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District.
Guests will enjoy the grill stylings of master flipper Chris Cakes,

and the morning will also feature
raffles of Heights Gear spirit wear
baskets. A short program at 11 a.m.
will include the presentation of
grants for needs across the district.
A large selection of spirit wear will
also be available for purchase.
Tickets, sold at the door only,
are $7 for standard admission, $5 for
seniors (60 and older) and kids (5–12);
kids 4 and younger will be admitted
free of charge.
Cathan Cavanaugh is the communications administrative assistant for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.

Keesha Allen

Bremec on the Heights Garden
Center, 13410 Cedar Road, will
host its annual fundraising event to
benefit the Home Repair Resource
Center (HRRC) April 28–30.
Spring is the perfect time to
spruce up lawns and gardens, so
why not help HRRC while shopping for plants and other outdoor
supplies? During the three-day
event, Bremec will donate a portion of all purchases to HRRC, the
Cleveland Heights-based nonprofit
that strives to empower homeowners to repair and maintain their
homes in support of diverse and
sustainable communities.
From their selection of plants

Heights Observer April 1, 2017

to g a rden decor a nd suppl ies,
Bremec on the Heights is geared
toward the needs of the urban
homeowner. It also offers organic
alternatives for sustainable gardening —organic fertilizer and pest
control, rain barrels and compost
bins, and more.
Gift cards are available, and
purchases of those enable shoppers
to decide what items to purchase
later, while still benefitting HRRC.
Vo u c her s a r e a v a i l a bl e at
H R RC’s off ice (at 2520 Noble
Road), at the Bremec cash registers,
and on this page (see ad at right).
Keesha Allen is the executive director of
the Home Repair Resource Center.
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Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

Support Home Repair Resource Center –
Shop at

Special - ONE WEEKEND ONLY

April 28 - April 30, 2017

Show this flyer at check-out, and a portion of your purchase will benefit HRRC*

Not sure what you need yet? No problem - pick up a Bremec GIFT CARD!
Bremec on the Heights is located at 13410 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights.

*Excludes contractor & commercial sales, and service charges (such as delivery charges or tree planting fees.)

Visit www.hrrc-ch.org for details.

SELLS ALLTHE HEIGHTS

A

QUINTESSENTIAL HEIGHTS HOMES

C OLERIDGE R OAD
THE

K IRKWOOD R OAD

ESTATE
SUSAN DELANEY REAL
G R O U P

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®
216~577~8700

Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com

L HEIGHTS
KNOWS ALTHE

LIVES IN THE HEIGHTS

Bremec purchases to benefit HRRC April 28–30

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

BORN IN THE HEIGHTS

Cathan Cavanaugh

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Fairfax students explore the state capitol and zoo

Feeling spring?
Let Wood Trader help you
bring it inside

Get $20 off on
framing over $100

(One discount per visit)

Sierra Green, Tamya Wallace, Austin Gallagher and Lelynd Chapman at the zoo.

branch—students participated in
a mock trial taking on the roles of
judge, jury, defendant, plaintiff,
opposing attorneys and bailiff.
St udents were pa r tic u l a rly
enthusiastic in their answer to
a question about which branch
is the most important: “None of
them! They’re equally important!”
Teacher Eric Cohen had appl ied for a nd received a g ra nt
from the Thomas J. Moyer Ohio
Judicial Education Center Foundation, which helped cover part
of the tra nsportation cost a nd
admission to the legislature and
court buildings. St udents pa id
$10 for the extended-day f ield
trip, and the PTA provided full
scholarships, as needed.
Cohen wanted to make the
most of t hei r ti me i n C olu mbus, because a return trip was
unlikely, so he arranged for the
students to visit the Columbus
Zoo. Arriving in late afternoon,
in a light snow shower, students
found the zoo nearly abandoned,
creating an almost magical experience.
Most groups headed for indoor spaces, visiting the aquarium where they observed seals and
manatees. This was particularly

				

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a
former district teacher and a freelance journalist under contract with
the CH-UH City School District. A
longer version of this story appeared
at www.chuh.org.

UH resident joins Beaumont
School’s advancement staff
Rick Haase

Christy Salata has joined Beaumont
School’s advancement department as
associate director of alumnae relations.
“We are excited to have Christy
join our staff in this very important
position for the Beaumont advancement effort. Keeping our alumnae
connected and engaged is critical for
us. We tell our alumnae that they are
part of Beaumont for four years, but
they are part of the Beaumont family
forever,” said Gerard P. Grim, Beaumont’s director of advancement.
Salata holds an undergraduate
degree in psychology and sociology
from the University of Notre Dame,
and earned a master’s in community
counseling from John Carroll University (JCU). She most recently worked
at JCU.
“I’m very excited to start workHeights Observer April 1, 2017

exciting for those students who
had studied manatees earlier in
the year for a report on endangered animals.
A nother g roup headed in
t he opp osite d i re c t ion w her e
they saw wild animals, including
bears, moose, cougars, elephants,
rhinos and tigers. Sierra Green
said this was the best part of the
day: “I did a report on the red
pa nda a nd then I got to see a
real one. Plus you could see how
endangered each animal was. The
tiger was the most endangered.
That made me sad.”
Yet, the overall mood of the
trip was a positive one. Teacher
Na nc y MacDona ld decla red it
the best field trip she’d ever been
on: “We saw so many things that
we’d been studying in class—from
the branches of government to
the Revolutionary War to endangered species. It really connected
our learning to the real world.”
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i n g at B e a u mont,” Sa lata
said. “I’ve admired the alumnae that I have
met here, and I
look forward to
making a sigChristy Salata
nificant contribution to Beaumont’s advancement
department through my work. I
believe strongly in Beaumont’s mission as an International Baccalaureate World School to educate young
women in the Ursuline tradition for
life, leadership and service.”
Salata lives in University Heights
with her husband, Chris, and their
four children.
COURTESY BEAUMONT SCHOOL

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

woodtraderframing.com

On March 2, Fairfax Elementary
School’s fourth-graders arrived at
school more than an hour before
the first bell to board a charter
bus bound for Columbus.
By late morning, 40 students
from three classrooms, plus eight
chaperones, arrived at the Ohio
State House. The group went on
a 90-minute tour of the capitol
building, mar veling at the height
of the ceiling in the famed rotunda and admiring the 1857 painting
“The Battle of Lake Erie.”
Students were officially recog n ized when they v isited the
senate cha mbers, a n event entered into the state ledger, forever immortalizing their visit.
They had the opportunity to
meet with Janine Boyd, their local representative, who claimed
the meeting was the “highlight
of her day.” She encouraged the
children to work hard in school,
ask questions, and pay attention
to current events so that one day
they, too, might serve in the Ohio
legislature.
The group then braved the
wind and snow to walk to Ohio’s
Supreme Court building, where
they learned about its architecture and how the judicial system
works. As part of the social studies curriculum— understanding
the work of each governmental

COURTESY KRISSY DIETRICH GALLAGHER

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Rick Haase is director of public relations
and marketing at Beaumont School in
Cleveland Heights.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Roxboro music students perform at Coventry library
The Coventry Village Library was
the venue for a community concert
on a sunny Sunday afternoon in early
March. String, wind and brass students in Roxboro Middle School’s
Instrumental Music Department
performed in small ensembles for
their families and library patrons
in the building’s large, ornate reading room.
Cellist Pamela Kelly, the parent of a Roxboro cellist, conceived
and organized the concert to give
students the opportunity to perform the music they would play at
the Cleveland Solo and Ensemble
Contest on March 11.
Roxboro’s orchestra conductor
Nicole Clouser, band conductor Paul
Hungerford, and string coach Stew
Pharis were present to help run the
concert and help the students polish
their performances for the competition.
“What is so fantastic about
performances like the one at the
Coventry library is that it brings the
community together in a meaningful way”, said Clouser. “The students

COURTESY BRUCE TYLER

Bruce Tyler

Roxboro Middle School music students post-concert at the Coventry Village Library.

gain relevant performance experience while honing their skills for
contest. It’s a win-win for everyone.”
At the the Cleveland Solo and
Ensemble Contest, participants
play only before a judge and perhaps
some family members. The Coventry library concert allowed the
students to play for a full audience
in a good acoustical space.
“The concert at Coventry was
the first and probably only chance
we’ll have to hear our son’s trio
play,” said Dil Bartlett, parent of
a string bass player. “We really en-

joyed listening to all the groups.”
Clouser is well aware of the
legacy of quality in the musical arts
in the Heights schools. “The public
performance allowed the audience
to see the importance of music edu-

cation, its relevance and meaning for
the students and our community,”
she said. “Music education is preparing our students for success through
teamwork, building self-confidence
and achieving goals. The city’s support of the recent school levy makes
these experiences possible.”
Kelly, who is on the teaching staff of the Cleveland Institute of Music, had three of her
own students in the concert and
has coached string players in the
Heights schools in the past. She
would like to schedule another
concert next year. “It is important
for students to perform, and to hear
each other play,” she said.
Bruce Tyler is a native of Cleveland
Heights and the father of a Roxboro
Middle School student.

St. Paul’s preschool hosts
April 17 open houses
Marjorie Preston

Saint Paul’s Cooperative Preschool is
planning two open house sessions on
Monday, April 17, at 9:30–10:30 a.m.
and 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Families are invited to explore
the preschool and learn about its programs, ranging from a separation class
for children who will be 2 1/2 by Dec.
31 to a pre-K class for those nearly
ready for kindergarten. St. Paul’s
offers both morning and afternoon
options.
St. Paul’s Cooperative Preschool
offers children the chance to get outside and experience nature in its children’s playground space. In addition
to full-size playground equipment,
playhouses and toys, the area features
trees and open green space to entice
little explorers. The school makes
unstructured outdoor play a part of
every day, except when it’s raining or
extremely cold.
The topic of children exploring
nature has been hot for years, and
there are even nature preschools
opening up. Beyond the trend, it’s
common sense and proven science
that participating in physical activity
and experiencing nature both play
important roles in positively influenc-

ing the health and well-being of young
bodies and minds.
The school’s mission is developing
and encouraging social, emotional, intellectual and physical development in
the children entrusted to its care. St.
Paul’s Cooperative Preschool follows
the Emergent Curriculum philosophy,
which emphasizes the capabilities and
creativity of the child and teacher.
A typical day may include a child
exploring learning centers set up in a
room, plus (healthy) snack time, circle
time and outside play. Literacy and
numeracy development are interwoven with other activities. There is no
homework, as the co-op believes that
children this age learn best through
meaningful play.
In addition to the scheduled open
houses, St. Paul’s is open for tours any
school day. For more information call
216-932-0002 or visit www.stpaulscooppreschool.com. St. Paul’s preschool is
located at 2747 Fairmount Blvd., at
Coventry Road. Parking is available
in the lot at the intersection of North
St. James Parkway and Fairmount
Boulevard.

Summer Ruffing It!
Summer camps for ages 18 months - 14 years

June 19 - July 28, 2017
For more information or to register online go to: ruffingmontessori.net/camps

3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Marjorie Preston is a South Euclid resident
and parent of a child at St. Paul’s Preschool.

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com
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Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education Meeting highlights
FEBRUARY 21, 2017
All board members were present: President
Ron Register, Vice President Kal Zucker, Jim
Posch, Eric Silverman and Beverly Wright.
Also present were Superintendent Talisa
and Treasurer and Scott Gainer.
Update on middle schools facilities
project
Doug Myers of Project Management Consultants and Ann Hartman and Jack Sanders, Moody Nolan Design representatives,
were present to discuss the project and
answer questions. They foresee completing
the project under the budgeted $30 million,
which should allow for some items from the
alternate list to be added. Air conditioning
in the gyms has been determined to be a
necessary alternate item.

Honest and Fair
Kitchens & Baths
 Windows  Roofing
Porch Repair
Specializing in residential
driveways & masonry

12 months
as cash!

Siding

216.397.6349
the
ing
Serv ghts
Hei 989
e1
sinc

Your neighbor; your plumber
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Board members’ questions about
the project
In answer to Eric Silverman’s questions, at
both schools there will be fresh paint; new
floor bases; and air conditioning in all classrooms, reception areas, corridors, music
rooms, gymnasia and cafeteria; as well as
new fixtures in bathrooms. Roxboro Middle
School will receive new exterior doors and
airflow improvement in the auditorium. The
stairwells will not be painted. At Monticello
Middle School, the competition gym will
not be renovated, and very little will be
done in the second gym.
Silverman also asked if all state requirements will be met, thus qualifying the district
for a possible 14 percent match from the
state. Hartman explained that this would
depend on approval of several necessary
zoning variances by the city of Cleveland
Heights.
In response to Jim Posch’s questions, the
HVAC system to be installed at the middle
schools will be of the same quality and
warranty, and from the same manufacturer,
as that used in the high school renovation.
New windows are on the list of alternates
but may not be affordable.
Kal Zucker questioned the safety of not
installing sprinkler systems and was told
that fire suppression and alarms have been
improved. He asked for assurance that the
buildings will be safe. Posch echoed the
concern and stated that he would research
the issue. Zucker asked what factors could
pose risks to meeting the budget. Sanders
responded that the current $500,000 leeway would probably allow for the addition
of alternatives, but that it was too soon to
act on this.
The board will receive another update
in six weeks.

• Experts in old homes
• Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
• Fully trained, licensed, bonded
& insured
• Residential & commercial
Mention this ad for 10% off

2
0
1
7

($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

216-691-2300 • herbsplumbingandheating.com

CAIN PARK
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO
June 8-August 20

Black Violin

Nicole Ryan: Arts Festival

ROCK OF AGES 6/8-25

Regional Premiere of classic rock musical
featuring hits of Bon Jovi, Styx, Journey, White Snake,
Pat Benatar, and others

AN EVENING WITH PAT METHENY 6/13

Stephen Stills & Judy Collins

with Antonio Sanchez, Linda May Han Oh & Gwilym Simcock

BLACK VIOLIN 6/16

AN EVENING WITH DAVID SANBORN 6/17

40th ANNIVERSARY CAIN PARK ARTS FESTIVAL 7/7-9
GROUNDWORKS DANCETHEATER 7/14-16

Lyle Lovett

“FOR GOOD: THE NEW GENERATION OF MUSICALS” 7/20
Co-presented with The Musical Theater Project

ANDREW BIRD 7/25

With Special Guest ESPERANZA SPALDING

STEPHEN STILLS/JUDY COLLINS 7/28

APOLLO’S FIRE BAROQUE ORCHESTRA 7/29
VIVALDI’S FOUR SEASONS REDISCOVERED!

LWV Observer: Nancy Dietrich.

Punch Brothers

MARCH 7, 2017
All board members were present: President
Ron Register, Vice President Kal Zucker, Jim
Posch, Eric Silverman and Beverly Wright.
Also present were Superintendent Talisa
and Treasurer and Scott Gainer.

LYLE LOVETT AND HIS LARGE BAND 8/3
THE MUSIC MAN IN CONCERT 8/5-6

with Liza Grossman and the Contemporary Youth Orchestra
AMERICAN ACOUSTIC

PUNCH BROTHERS 8/9

I’m With Her

I’M WITH HER

(SARA WATKINS, SARAH JAROSZ, AOIFE O’DONOVAN)
and JULIAN LAGE

Facilities renovation change orders
Doug Myers of Project Management
Consultants presented, and the board approved, change orders for the high school
facilities project totaling $344,102.50.
Reasons given were unforeseen conditions,
zoning requirements and design clarifications. The project is expected to be finished
on time.
FAC discussion
Posch reminded the board that the Facilities
Accountability Committee (FAC) submitted
its final report in December, as assigned
when its work began, and that the board
must now decide whether to disband the
committee, extend its operation until project completion, or make other changes. He
asked whether the committee has satisfied
the community’s need for oversight regarding the use of the bond funds. The board
agreed that the FAC’s role is important in
terms of the project’s budget and timeline,
but whether its charge includes evaluation
of design and building use is less clear. Dixon stressed that it is an accountability committee, not an advisory committee. Register
summed up the discussion, and the board
decided that the committee will continue to
operate until project completion, and that
the board will clarify its role, which includes
reporting to the public on budgetary aspects of the project.
Funds diverted to charter schools
Posch initiated discussion of the vast amount
of money that public school districts are losing as the state redirects education funds to
charter schools. The CH-UH district is losing $7.6 million [this year], close to half of
the funding that the state used to [provide],
with this loss increasing each year. Other
East Side districts face the same situation.
Ohio House Bill 102 has been introduced,
which would fund all schools through a
voucher-based system, which Posch stated
would destroy public education in Ohio. He
spoke of the need to join other districts and
organizations in addressing the problem.
Silverman volunteered to create a spreadsheet, based on Ohio Department of Education information, identifying districts with
which [CH-UH] could partner. Posch will
also work on this and enlist the guidance of
local expert Susie Kaeser.
LWV Observer: Nancy Dietrich.
FEBRUARY 27, 2017
[A joint Cleveland Heights-University
Heights school board and Cleveland
Heights City Council meeting on February
27 was observed and reported online at
www.heightsobserver.org.]

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

“LUCK BE A LADY: THE SONGS OF FRANK LOESSER” 8/10
Co-presented with The Musical Theater Project

THE FAMILY STONE 8/11

Michael W. Smith

featuring Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame inductees and
original founding members of Sly & The Family Stone,
Jerry Martini and Greg Errico featuring Phunne Stone

Great Eye Care. Dr. Ernest J. Robinson
Locally Owned. • Comprehensive Eye Exams Outside
We accept all major vision and medical insurance

MICHAEL W. SMITH 8/13
AND MORE!

Walk-ins welcome

For a complete schedule
Visit CAINPARK.COM

2259 Warrensville Ctr. Road
University Hts., OH 44118
216-371-5520

Tickets On Sale Starting 4/14 Opening 5/27 for residents 6/3 for all others
Ticketmaster 800-745-3000
Cain Park Ticket Office 216-371-3000

4625 Richmond Road
Warrensville Hts., OH 44128
216-765-0532

Heights Observer April 1, 2017

				

20

• Treatment of Eye Diseases
• Contact Lens Care
• Designer Eyewear

prescriptions
welcome

Free frame with
purchase of lenses.
When you mention this ad
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

New program will assist CH Senior Center News
senior homeowners
Bridget McQuaide

Last year, the Cleveland Heights
Senior Activity Center collaborated w it h t h ree ot her sen ior
service agencies—the Community
Partnership on Aging, the Maple
Heights Senior Center and Solon
Senior Services—to develop a program that will better assist older
homeowners with the upkeep and
maintenance necessary to remain
independent and safe within their
homes.
The initiative, funded in part
by a senior center innovation grant
from the Cuyahoga County Division of Senior and Adult Services,
is in response to a call for innovation in senior centers as the aging
population changes due to the
large number of baby boomers now
entering older adulthood.
The result of this collaboration, the CARE Program, is set to
launch in April and will be open to
seniors in the communities served
by the participating senior service
agencies, which include Cleveland
Heights, Highland Heights, Lyndhurst, Mayfield Heights, Mayfield
Village, Solon and South Euclid.
CARE will assist older homeowners, some of whom may not
qualify for existing home repair

programs, with service tasks and
minor home repairs.
For many people, their home
is one of their greatest assets—an
asset that requires a large amount
of work to maintain.
CARE hopes to ease some of
the stress that comes with taking
care of a home by coordinating and
completing service tasks. The program emphasizes person-centered
care, which means that homeowners will receive assistance tailored
to their specific needs.
The new program w il l a lso
strengthen the relationships between the four participating senior
ser v ice prov iders a nd improve
their ability to serve the seniors
in their respective communities.
Homeowners 60 years of age or
older, living in Cleveland Heights
or one of the six other participati ng com mu n ities, a re el ig ible.
Those interested in learning more
about the program or volunteering
should send a message to care4eight@gmail.com.
Bridget McQuaide is program coordinator for the CARE Program.

Senior Citizen Happenings
Sen ior Citizen Happen i ngs,
sponsored by the City of University
Heights, are open to all senior
citizens. Events ta ke place on
Thursdays at 2 p.m. in Council
Chambers at University Heights
City Hall. To receive the monthly
schedule by e-mail, call 216-9327800, ext. 205, or send an e-mail to
info@universityheights.com.
Apr i l 6: D e e Pe r r y, w h o
recently retired after 40 years on
Cleveland’s airwaves, has logged
more than 10,000 interviews on the
radio. She also served as program
host for “Sound of Applause” on
WVIZ Ideastream (Channel 25),
which celebrates the visual and
perfor m i ng a r ts a nd ex a m i nes
current events through an artistic
lens. Perry will look back on 20
years of covering arts and culture in
Northeast Ohio, and her plans for
the future, which include painting,
photography, and writing songs
and plays.
Apri l 13: Grover Gi l more,
dean of the Jack, Joseph and Morton
Mandel School of Applied Social
Sciences at Case Western Reserve
University, will reflect on its 100th
anniversar y and share some of
t he note wor t hy ach ie vements
of this first university-affiliated
professional graduate school of
social work in America. U.S. News
& World Report ranked Mandel’s
Heights Observer April 1, 2017

master ’s prog ra m n inth in the
country, and first in Ohio.
Apri l 20: Instr umenta lists
and vocalists from the Cleveland
Institute of Music will perform.
April 27: Miriam Pendleton
will talk about Cuyahoga Valley
National Park, an integral member
of the vast National Park Service,
which Congress created in 1916
to oversee national parks, monuments, recreation areas, scenic
trails, seashores, historic sites,
parkways, reserves, and wild and
scenic rivers.

IMD

The Clevela nd Heights Senior
Activit y Center (SAC), located
in the CH Community Center at
1 Monticello Blvd., offers a wide
variety of programming for Cleveland
Heights residents 60 and older, and
is open Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.
A complete schedule of programs
is published in the communit y
center’s newsletter, which is available
at Cleveland Heights City Hall, local
libraries, the community center and
online at www.clevelandheights.com.
Starting this April, SAC offers
new arts programming:
On Saturday April 15, 10:30
a.m. to 3 p.m., a Screen Painting
Workshop will teach the centuryold traditional Baltimore folk art,
which also enhances the privacy of
one’s home. Bring a window screen
(and a snack) to the workshop—one
you think passersby can see through
easily. After you’ve painted it, no one
will be able to see in, but you will
still see out. The workshop includes
a short video presentation about this
traditional art form, after which artist
Nikki Evans will guide attendees
through the screen painting process.
Even those who have never painted
before will take home a screen to be
proud of. Class size is limited; preregistration and a $5 fee is required.
Senior Songwriting Mondays
will begin on April 17, 1–2 p.m.

NIKKI EVANS

Amy Jenkins

A screen painting.

Join two Roots of American Music
(ROAM) teaching artists as they
help you write you own songs. This
program is based on roots music
style: blues, folk and gospel, and is
also open to your ideas. The ROAM
artists will facilitate the songwriting
process and will provide back-up
instrumentation. There is no fee,
but registration is required.
Radio Hour, described in the
March issue of the Heights Observer,
is a new creative experience mixing
drama, storytelling, creative writing
and sound effects with the goal of
recreating a one-hour radio show.
The course begins on Wednesday,
April 12, 1:30–3 p.m.
Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the CH
Office on Aging and the Senior Activity
Center. She can be reached at 216-691-7379
or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvhts.com.

Observe!

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer
is a piece of cake!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center
(www.heightsobserver.org).

Cleveland Heights High School
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
DEPARTMENT

Proudly presents its

FINALE CONCERTS

At Heights High School, Wiley Campus
2181 Miramar Blvd, University Heights
Wednesday, April 26th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Concert Band, Concert
Orchestra & Symphonic Band

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts.
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily
copy and paste into the text box.

*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment
@ 6:30 PM in the cafeteria

Friday, April 28th at 7:30 PM
Featuring the Symphony Winds and the
Heights High Symphony
Senior Soloists Andrew Bell, Marimba & William van den Bogert, Piano
*Chamber ensembles play for enjoyment
@ 6:30 PM in the cafeteria

Friday, April 28th at 7:30 PM
Jazz Night
Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab,
Jazz Combo

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and
let you know if we have any questions.

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org
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www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays
in the community.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

440-944-0278

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights





www.flower-entertainment.com

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

Gutter Guru

Professional Gutter Cleaning
Local Cleveland Heights Business

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

Contact Brooks:
bmj386@gmail.com

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

Stuck trying to figure out what to do
and how to do it?

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager
Stop in to check out our
brand new repair facility!

216-242-9763

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

216216-387387-0525

gbelcher482@gmail.com
www.gaylebelcherattorney.com

llebles1@hotmail.com

34 years of legal experience

(216) 371-2354

All-N-One Weddings

Wedding Chapel & Reception Hall
2373 Euclid Heights Blvd

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all

(216) 731-5808

references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.

Call for appointments and tours

Paying Cash

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES









supplies. Married couple. Impeccable

Garden Wedding Ceremony,
Receptions, Anniversary Dinners,
Family Reunion Dinners, Banquets, Birthday
Parties, Retirement Celebrations

1830 Lee Road, CH

Always Buying

Cleaning Service

Hall For Rent

(216) 486-5551
• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing
Member National Arborist Association
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Shop
Local.
ViolinLessons

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair


Complete Tree Service
Year-round
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com



Ardmore Tree Service

Call Maid Convenient.

Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures










in Cleveland Heights

Marilyn Taylor

(B.M.,M.M.inViolinPerformance)

(216) 200-9143

marilynmarkstaylor@
gmail.com
marilynmt.com

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

440-461-4611

Days: 440-213-0850

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745

Buying anything unusual

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

PC HANDYMAN
PC and Mac Repair
End your computer troubles for good
Our “Managed Services”contract offers:
 Microsoft Office 365
 Anti-virus protection
 Online support and maintenance

Your Move · Your Way · Our Help

Rightsizing & Thriving-in-Place

Just $29.99/mo

216-925-2393
www.creativemovesllc.com

216-236-8743
www.pchandy.net
Based in the Heights

NASMM Member · Bonded · Insured

MJM Window
Restoration

Meeting Space / Work Space

F

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!

E D U CAT I N G T H E HE IGH TS S IN C E 198 8

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com
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Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Ideal for Attorneys, Consultants,
Remote Workers, Work-from-Home,
Students, Off-Site Meetings

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

(216) 245-9629

mjmwindowrestoration.com

Locations in Cleveland Heights,
Solon, Woodmere, Lakewood
				

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴
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Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

Fully insured

www.heightsobserver.org
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Heights Libraries designated a ‘Safe Place’ for kids in crisis
Heights Libraries is the newest
Safe Place location in Cuyahoga
County. Additional Safe Place locations include RTA buses and trains,
Cleveland Public Library branches,
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry
and Bellefaire JCB.
“We are very proud to be an official partner of this crucial support
service for our community’s kids,”
said Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries
director. “The Safe Place designation fits right in with our values that
call on us to provide our customers
with whatever assistance we can.”
In addition to Safe Place sites,
children and teens can also access
immediate help via TXT 4 HELP,
a text-for-support service for youths

Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library System is
now a designated Safe Place for
youths in crisis. Each library branch
will display the yellow-and-black
Safe Place sign, which signifies immediate help and safety for young
people.
“Libraries are already great
places for kids and teens, with
programs and materials that cater
to their interests and educational
needs, and staff members trained
to work them,” said librarian Sara
Phillips, the library’s Safe Place
point person. “That’s why Karen
McHenry, manager of Bellefaire
JCB’s Homeless and Missing Youth
Program, thought the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public
Library would be a perfect candidate
to become an official Safe Place for
youth.”
“There are already lots of kids
here,” said McHenry. “The library is
already a safe place for kids, so this
Safe Space training and designation
just makes it official.”
It is estimated that, nationally,
more than over one million youths
run away from home each year due
to abuse, neglect, family conflicts

and other issues. The Safe Place program is an option for young people
who feel they have nowhere to turn.
The Safe Place initiative, operated
by Bellefaire JCB in Shaker Heights,
is part of a national network of Safe
Place programs in 37 states and the
District of Columbia. Nearly 20,000
community businesses and organizations nationwide display the Safe
Place sign.
Young people can approach any
Heights Libraries staff member and
ask for help. Library staff will find
a quiet, private spot for the teen or
child, while a designated staff person
contacts a Safe Place representative
at Bellefaire who will come to the
library to provide assistance. Library
staff will not be expected to provide
any social services.

Monday, April 24, 6:30–8 p.m.
Deaf Gathering. This social hour
is for the deaf and hard of hearing, as well as those interested in
learning more about deaf culture.
An interpreter will be provided.
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Friday, April 7, 1:30–3 p.m.
Share Your Story: CH-UH Resident
Interviews. Are you a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights or
University Heights? Would you
like to share your experiences
living in these cities? Sign up

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community relations manager for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public
Library System.

One step away from an amazing smile
Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY
Warm and Welcoming Office
Tailored to Busy Families
Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Gentle Comprehensive Care
Life Changing Smile Makeovers
Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders
Experience the Newest Technologies
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

What’s going on at your library?
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

in crisis. They can text the word
“safe” and their current location
(address, city, state) to 69866 and
receive a message with the closest
Safe Place location and the number
for the local youth shelter. Users also
have the option to text interactively
with a mental health professional for
more help.
For more information, visit
Bellefaire’s website, www.bellefairejcb.org, or the National Safe Place
Network website, www.nspnetwork.
org.

to be interviewed and recorded
to share your story with others.
Registration required at www.
heightslibrary.org.

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

216.321.2545

South African Journeys

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.

Sunday, April 30, 2–3 p.m.
Favorite Poem Project. April is
Nationa l Poetr y Month, and
the library invites you to spend
a relaxed afternoon listening to
friends, neighbors and Heights
residents read a favorite poem,
and share the reasons they enjoy
it and the impact it has had on
their lives. Registration, required
for poem readers only, begins on
April 16.

Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious

cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Call or email for details
janetkious@sbcglobal.net

Cedar Fairmount
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big improvements
are coming!
Businesses are open and

Special Events will be happening!

Join us to celebrate the beginning of
construction on our new streetscape at a

Hard Hat Happy Hour

Visit www.cedarfairmount.org or our Facebook Page
for Streetscape Construction & Event Updates.
Heights Observer April 1, 2017

			

Friday, april 28, 5-8 p.m.
Purchase a decorative hard hat and receive
special offers from our merchants.

Adult & children’s activities, music,
hard hat decorating, raffle, fun for all!
23

216-321-1442

ing
Upcom
!
Events
Hard Hat Parties
Concert on the Green
Summer Festival
Halloween/Fall Festival
Music Hop
Ribbon Cutting Event

Free Parking on
Weekends During
Construction
www.heightsobserver.org
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Heights Libraries and HCC present April 28 fair housing program
Kara Whaley

On April 11, 1968, President Lyndon Johnson signed into law the
Civil Rights Act of 1968. Popularly known as the Fair Housing
Act, it prohibited discrimination
concerning the sale, rental, and
f ina ncing of housing based on
race, religion, national origin, and
gender.
On April 28, at 7 p.m., Heights
L i b r a r i e s i s p a r t n e r i n g w it h
Heig hts Com mu n it y Cong ress
(HCC) to celebrate fair housing
month w ith prog ra m that w i l l
examine the current state of fair
housing. The program will take

place at the Lee Road Library, 2345
Lee Road.
The program is free and open
to the public, but reservations are
encouraged (call 216-321-6775).
A panel of three local fair housing experts will present an interactive program designed to educate
the community. The panelists are
Henry Stoudermire Jr., a realtor
with McMullen Realty; Michael
Lisman, a financial empowerment
coach with 20 years in workforce
development; and Barbara Anderson, executive director of Another
Chance of Ohio, who is also employed by the City of Cleveland
Office of Fair Housing and Com-

munity Affairs. Tameka Taylor of
Compass Consulting Services will
facilitate the “World Café” format
discussion.
Topics will include economic
impacts of “defacto” segregation
on democracy, couples trying to
purchase a home when experiencing financing difficulties, and how
cha nges at the Depa rtment of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) in 2017 may affect our community.
Martha Goble, executive director of HCC, said, “With all
the changes going on at HUD it is
important for people in Cleveland
Heights to pay attention to fair
housing because of the effect on
community life.”
Suza nne Nigro, who ser ves
on the HCC Board of Trustees,
said, “This is important to every
resident of Cleveland Heights and
Northeast Ohio.”

The Fair Housing Act of 1968
has had a significant impact on
housing in Cleveland Heights for
more than 40 years. HCC has used
the tenants of this federal law to
ensure that anyone seeking housing in Northeast Ohio has equal
opportunity, and has sponsored
fair housing programs during April
for the past several years.
“Heights Libraries is grateful
for partnerships like this that give
important communit y partners
like the HCC a venue in which to
celebrate their long history in our
community, and to provide our residents with enriching educational
prog ra ms,” sa id Sher yl Ba n ks,
Heights Libraries communications
manager.
Kara Whaley is the communications
coordinator at the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library
System.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Library Board Meeting highlights
FEBRUARY 20, 2017
Present were President Ron Holland, Vice President Abby Botnick, Secretary Chris Mentrek
and board member Suzann Moskowitz. Susan
Beatty, Max Gerboc and Jim Roosa were absent.
Fiscal officer’s report
Deborah Herrmann, fiscal officer, reported on
the finances of Heights Libraries for January
2017. Highlights from her report included an
approximate decline of $3,500 from January
2016 to January 2017 in the Public Library
Fund from the State of Ohio, a decrease of
$110,000 in taxes, and the annual payments
paid out by the library. The tax decrease is related to the tax advance and collection dates.
In February a tax advance of $90,000 was received. Annual payments include expenditures
such as HSA (health savings account) employer
contributions, PERS (public employee retirement system) payments, memberships, and
property and liability insurance.

I earned
my first
degree
at Tri-C®.

Personnel report
Laurie Marotta, human resources manager,
shared an update of personnel changes during the month of January, including staffing,
benefits and compensation. She also provided
a year-end report. The board approved resolutions to hire Maggie Kinney as special projects

After graduating from Garfield Heights High School,
Madison Wynder enrolled at Tri-C for an affordable
start to her college education. Madison earned
an associate degree in December 2016 and
transferred to Cleveland State University, where
she is studying marketing.

We’ve Moved!

tri-c.edu

Tave rn C omp any
229 9 Le e Rd .
C leve land Hei ghts
(Formerly Brennan’s Colony)

216-987-6000
Metropolitan Campus
2900 Community College Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio | 44115

-

Ww TavernCompany.com

manager, and Ann MacNamara as full-time
technology trainer. The library’s group medical plan renewed in July 2016 at a 16.5 percent increase. In 2015 the plan renewal was
5.05 percent. The increase was narrowed to
11 percent by adopting plan changes and
credits for participating in a wellness program.
Also in July 2016, library staff received merit
increases of 2 to 4 percent, which is consistent
with 2015 merit increases. In addition to staffing, benefits and compensation changes, the
year-end report highlighted some of the wellness initiatives taken on by library staff. Challenges such as taking the stairs, eating fruits
and vegetables, electronic communication of
health tips, and an annual flu shot clinic were
components of the 2016 wellness program.
Mobile hot spots and safe place
designation
Library Director Nancy Levin informed the
board of trustees that mobile hot spots will be
available for library card holders beginning
in May. Heights library staff has also been
trained to be a safe place for youth in crisis.
This effort is in collaboration with Bellefaire
JCB. If a youth is in trouble and asks a staff
member for help, the staff will follow a protocol to access Bellefaire JCB staff and respond
to the needs of the youth on site. This is will
promote safety in the area and is in response
to human trafficking.
Youth services outreach
In 2016, the youth services department’s
outreach efforts increased significantly. The
bookmobile has visited 92 places and served
2,185 customers from October to December
2016. In addition to staff visiting schools and
preschools, they have visited other organizations in the community to share books and to
read to community members.
LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

17-0057
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Don’t stop believing

Traditions
17471 Shelburne Road
Cleveland Hts., 44118
price $575,000
5 BR
3 FB
2 HB

SONGS AND
STORIES

Stately Brick Georgian on
gorgeous deep lot.
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This is not my daughter. And it’s not the Easter
bunny that my daughter tried to win. It’s not
even my photo. I found it on ebay.com. But it
is a cute little girl, and a giant Easter bunny.
I mean, the last time I bought a new wallet, I
just kept the pictures in it that came with it . . .

Diane Russo Armington 216-390-0910 & Danielle Richey 440-897-1102

No need to wait a month for more community news.

get the

Heights Observer

We left the store and walked out
into the parking lot. After a few
steps, she stopped and said, “You
know that little girl who won?”
I sa id, “Yes? ” tentatively. My
daughter said, “I bet she’s really
happy.”
She could always find a way
to get around the law, to break
the rules without having to pay
a price for it. She followed the
letter of the law and still got to
impart her message to me.
But she also wanted to learn
the rules, about something else,
a few days later. It was the end
of the day (for her) on Easter
Sunday. She was getting ready
for bed and sneaking a couple
of jelly beans out of her Easter
basket before I g rabbed it to
put it in another room. She got
in bed and said, “You know . . .
you’re going to have to tell me
if the Easter Bunny—and Santa
Claus and the Tooth Fairy—are
real.” She’d been hearing rumors
in school. I asked her why. She
said, “Well, you’re going to have
to tell me before I grow up, so I’ll
know what to tell my kids.”
I started to get choked up,
realizing, again, how much there
is to learn in life—a seemingly
over whel m i ng a mou nt — a nd
knowing that she was just starting
on this long, hard journey. But I
knew it was also funny, so I made
an effort to push my emotions
in that direction. And, finally,
I said, “Well . . . all I can tell
you now is that when you stop
bel iev i ng, they stop com i ng.”
That was 24 years ago. She never
brought it up again. I’m assuming
she’s figured it out by now. Or
not. Either way is fine.

sign up for free at
bit.ly/Ho-enews
(No spam; you can unsubscribe with
a single click at any time)

F

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
e
re

sig n-u p

Create your own
SUMMER adventure.
HB offers a wide array of summer programming for boys
and girls ages 3–21, with dozens of offerings to choose from.

Visit hb.edu/summer to browse through academic, athletics, adventure,
theatre, and specialty camp options to create your own one-of-a-kind
experience. We offer flexible scheduling. Call 216.320.8085 for details.
March 20 – 31
July 24–August 11

June 12 – July 20

VACATION CAMPS

Broad Horizons Beginner

Co-ed, Preschool – Grade 8

David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the
former editor of Cleveland Magazine
and Northern Ohio Live, an author,
and a professional mu sician and
comedian. His writing focuses on
the arts and, especially, pop-music
history.

			

Architectural detail, AC, Updated Kitchen w/ Stainless & Granite.
2 WBFP, Gleaming Hardwood floors, Year Round Sun Room overlooks
expansive stone patio. Cleveland Heights POS Compliance.

sca n For

The April of when my daughter
was 5, in 1992, we walked into
our neighborhood supermarket,
the Cedar-Fairmount Russo’s—
or maybe it was Gia nt Ea g le
a l read y, but I don’t t h i n k it
was Dave’s yet —and her eyes
i m med iately locked onto a
giant stuffed Easter bunny that
was sitting on a table near the
entrance. She asked me why it
was there. I explained that the
store was holding a kids coloring
contest for which the prize was
that ver y toy, and that if she
wanted to enter the contest, we’d
pick up the form—a coloringbook-t y pe line drawing of an
Easter bunny—on our way out.
A couple of days later, we
w e nt b a c k to t h e stor e a nd
submitted her entry. I shopped
at that store every two or three
days back then, usua l ly w ith
my daughter. Starting the day
we ret u r ned her entr y, ever y
ti me we a r r ived at the store
and saw more and more of the
contesta nts’ pict u res on t he
walls, she became increasingly
anxious and started telling me,
every time, how much she hoped
she’d win and how sad she would
feel if she didn’t.
After the th ird or fourth
time, I started telling her, every
time, that she might not win. I
expounded on all of the reasons
she might not win, like: There
a r e h u n d r e d s of e nt r i e s , s o
that makes everyone’s chances
smaller; and we don’t really know
w h at t he j ud g es a re look i n g
for—maybe they don’t want an
Easter Bunny that’s all black . . .
And things like that.
After the 21st or 22nd time,
in my exasperation, I finally told
her she needed to stop doing
that. I sa id, “ L ook— w ith so
many entries, there’s a pretty
good ch a nce t h at you’re not
going to be the winner, so one
day, when we come in here and
the winner has been announced,
if it’s not you, I don’t want to
hear about how sad you are. I
really don’t want you to keep
te l l i n g m e h o w s a d y o u a r e
about not winning. Okay?” She
reluctantly said yes.
The next time we went into
the store, the giant bunny was
gone. The name of the girl who
had won it was posted on a big
sign. I told her the winner’s name.
While we did our shopping she
was uncharacteristically quiet.

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

David Budin

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!
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DAY CAMPS
Co-ed, ages 3 & 4

Broad Horizons

Girls, Kindergarten – Grade 5

Broader Horizons
Girls, Grade 6 – 8

www.heightsobserver.org
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Not-exactly-annual Haiku Death Match set for April 8



|

Shop local.

Poetry, theater, talent show and jousting match rolled into one: Heights
Arts presents its fifth Haiku Death
Match on Saturday, April 8, at 7 p.m.,
at Dobama Theatre. Eight of the region’s best and bravest writers of the
ancient Japanese 17-syllable form will
battle one another in a fierce competition for audience approval.
Competing in pairs, two poets
will each read an original haiku aloud,
and the audience will vote for the
poem they like best. Low-scoring
contestants will be eliminated, and
the last poet standing will be declared
Haiku Death Match Master.
“This is a contest where your vote
really counts,” said Cleveland Heights
Poet Laureate Christine Howey, who
will be on hand, though not competing. “The audience decides who
deserves to be the 2017 Haiku Death
Match Master, and believe me, every
syllable matters!”
The last Haiku Death Match was
held in October 2015. The event takes
place in April this year, to celebrate
National Poetry Month.
According to Rachel Bernstein,
executive director of the nonprofit
Heights Arts, “It makes perfect sense
for Heights Arts to mark National Poetry Month by putting on the Haiku
Death Match, since we were one of
the first—if not the first—city in
Ohio to have a poet laureate. Heights
Arts has a full calendar of literary
activities including the popular Ekphrastacy series of poetry and artist

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Meredith Holmes

In the 2015 match, former CH Council Member Jeff Coryell faced off against Dianne Borsenik.

talks. Proceeds from the Haiku Death
Match support these programs and
pay participating poets.”
Marc Zeale, the dark-horse winner of the 2015 Haiku Death Match,
is not competing this year. Returning
contestants include Dianne Borsenik,
poet and founder of Night Ballet
Press; Michael Ceraolo, retired firefighter/paramedic and writer; Celeste
McCarty, artist, writer and performer;
Ray McNiece, actor, poet, and former
Haiku Death Match champion; Mary
Turzillo, poet, science fiction writer
and fencing champion; and Geoffrey
Landis, NASA physicist, poet and
science fiction writer. Rookie contestants are Christine Donofrio and
Cordelia Eddy.
In the competition’s first half,
poets will read their contemporary
haiku on five subjects: personal relationships, politics, animals in our
life, the daily grind, and all things
Cleveland. Poets with the highest
scores advance to the second half, in
which they will read only classical,
nature-oriented haiku. The winner
of the classical round will become the

2017 Haiku Death Match Master.
“The Haiku Death Match has
always been a lot of fun,” said Bernstein, “for the poets, of course, but
also for audience members who get
to participate. They might not think
of themselves as big poetry fans, but
as the competition heats up, they get
really involved.”
This year, with the help of Robert
Conrad of radio station WCLV (104.9
FM), Heights Arts is reaching out to
a broader audience. Conrad attended
the 2015 Haiku Death Match and was
so taken that he decided to feature it
on his weekend radio show, an hourlong mix of music, humor, culture
and unclassifiable oddments, that airs
every Saturday night on WCLV.
Tickets ($15 for the general public;
$10 for Heights Arts members) are
available at Heights Arts, 2175 Lee
Road, online at www.heightsarts.org,
or at Dobama Theatre on the night of
the match ($15 at the door). For more
information, call 216-371-3457.
Meredith Holmes is a former poet laureate
of Cleveland Heights.

Dobama ends season with ‘Hand to God’

100% ORGANIC
FREE-RANGE LAUGHTER
24 pages of humor, politics and fun.
Subscribe now! $26 for 12 monthly issues.

Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to funnytimes.com
Heights Observer April 1, 2017

				

When playwright Robert Askins was
asked how he felt about having the
most-produced play in U.S. regional
theaters during 2016–17, he responded
that he was “totally shocked [because]
I think that the puppet play, especially the aggressive, religious, sexual
puppet play, is just not a genre we have
in the American theatre.”
Dobama Theatre will conclude its
57th Main Stage season with Askins’
popular Tony-nominated and Obie
Award-winning “Hand to God,” a
play about a Christian-ministry in
Cypress, Texas, where a possessed
sock-puppet named Tyrone creates
chaos. Opening on Friday, April 21,
this thriller/hilarious puppet drama
about the conflicting forces of repression and honesty will have audiences
gasping in both shock and laughter.
“Hand to God” proved so popular
when it first opened off-Broadway, in
2011, that it inspired two additional
off-Broadway productions before
moving to Broadway.
Not for the kids, the play includes
adult language, mild violence and the
depiction of puppet sex. Described
by Metro Magazine, the show is what
would happen “if ‘The Book of Mormon’ and ‘Avenue Q’ had a baby.”
Dobama’s production is directed
by Matthew Wright, and features Tricia Bestic, David Bugher, Austin Gonser, Molly Israel and Luke Wehner.
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Jonathan Wilhelm

Two of the “stars” of Dobama’s upcoming
“Hand to God.”

A preview performance will be
held on Thursday, April 20, at 7:30
p.m. Preview tickets are $10, general
admission. A pay-as-you-can ($1 or
more per ticket) performance is
scheduled for Sunday, April 23, at
7:30 p.m. Patrons paying $5 or more
per ticket for that performance may
make advance reservations.
Regular performances of “Hand
to God” will be on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday evenings, and Sunday
matinees, through May 21. For more
information and to purchase tickets
visit www.dobama.org or call the box
office at 216-932-3396. Dobama Theatre is located at 2340 Lee Road in
Cleveland Heights.
Dobama Theatre will announce
its 2017–18 season on Saturday, April
8 at 11 a.m. This is a free event, but
reservations are encouraged. Refreshments will be provided.
Jonathan Wilhelm is the associate managing director of Dobama Theatre.
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

JAMES HENKE

CLE Urban Winery expands its operation

Owner Destiny Burns in the office at CLE Urban Winery.

James Henke

CLE Urban Winery, located at 2180B
Lee Road, has expanded into adjacent
space. The expansion will not increase
the size of the public tasting room, but
will enable the winery to increase its
on-site production and storage space.
“Everything is going very well for
us, and I am ready to take the next
step,” said Destiny Burns, owner of
the winery.
She has a license that enables her
to self-distribute wine in the state of
Ohio. “We really want to expand our
production and bring on more businesses who will sell our wine.”
Currently, Zagara’s Marketplace
in Cleveland Heights carries some of
Burns’ wines, as do the Wine Mill in
Cuyahoga Falls and The Fix Bistro on
Lee Road.
Soon, said Burns, “Our wines
will start appearing in Whole Foods
across the Cleveland area.”
In mid-March, Burns hosted an
open house for representatives of

restaurants, catering firms, museums
and other event venues, to encourage
them to tour the winery and taste
the wines.
“A lot of people have pre-conceived notions about wines from
Ohio, and they aren’t very good,”
Burns said. “Most of our juices for
the wines come from California, and
I hope our wines can spread across the
area.”
CLE Urban Winery won the Best
New Business award in the 2017 Best
of the Heights Awards, and Burns’
North Coast Syrah won a gold medal
in the 2017 Great American International Wine Competition’s Shiraz/
Syrah category.

Only 4 people out of 100 can
see the secret message

Follow the
Heights Observer
on Facebook:

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, was a writer and editor at Rolling
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also
the author of several books, including
biographies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley. He is on the board
of FutureHeights, and is co-chair of the
Heights Observer Advisory Committee.

facebook.com/futureheights/

Revive on Lee Road to close in April
Kim Sergio Inglis

COURTESY LISA DUNN

Lisa Dunn, owner of Revive, has
announced that
the independent fair-trade
boutique will
close sometime
in April. Dunn
Lisa Dunn
opened the
store, at 2248 Lee Road, in 2006.
In a press release, Dunn cited
the 2016 street construction on Lee
Road as a factor in the store’s closing, stating that several months of
reduced traffic flow and sales volume
left the business unable to recoup
those losses.
“After 10 years doing business in
our wonderful community of Cleveland Heights, this was not an easy
decision to make,” said Dunn. “We
are grateful, both to our customers
for their decade of support, and to
the artisans we work with for their
meaningful partnerships. Our hope

is that our patrons continue to support fair trade and social justice in
any way they can.”
All of the items sold by Revive are
fair trade—an alternative commerce
structure that is committed to paying
producers a living wage.
The store’s inventory and fixtures
are for sale. “Customers will receive
deep discounts on every item in both
the storefront location and online at
ReviveStore.com, along with free Revive swag with every purchase, while
supplies last,” said Dunn.
Store hours are Monday through
Friday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Sunday, noon to
4 p.m.
For more information and updates, visit www.facebook.com/revivestore, www.revivestore.com, or call
216-371-2778.
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of
the Heights Observer. She lives in the
Shaker Farm Historic District in Cleveland Heights.

celebrate

Easter

at Church of the Saviour
Palm Sunday, April 9
Services at 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Palms available at all services
Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 13
Noon Service with Holy Communion
Living Last Supper with Holy Communion, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday - Friday, April 14
Tenebrae Service, 7:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil - Saturday, April 15
7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 16
Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m., Front Lawn
Services at 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00

2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
216.321.8880 www.chsaviour.org
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Barrio opens in Cedar Fairmount district
Barrio, a new restaurant, opened
on Feb. 28 in the Cedar Fairmount
district, in the space formerly occupied by longtime tenant the Mad
Greek. The new restaurant is the
fifth Barrio in Greater Cleveland,
and the first to open on the East
Side.
“Barrio means neighborhood in
Spanish,” said Sean Fairbairn, coowner of the chain, along with Tom
Leneghan. “We thought this was
a really nice neighborhood. There
is good energy and good people.
There is also parking in the back,
behind the restaurant, and there are
colleges nearby.”
Jake Hawley, director of operations, noted that Barrio often
draws a younger demographic, and
having both Case Western Reserve
University and John Carroll University nearby was a big factor in
the location’s selection. Fairbairn
and his partner looked at about 100
locations before selecting Cedar
Fairmount.
Fairbairn stressed that Barrio did not come into the Cedar
Fairmount neighborhood with the
idea of driving other restaurants
out of business. “We came into this
neighborhood not to compete, but
to complete,” Fairbairn said. “We
want to bring more people into this
neighborhood to see how good it is
and to enjoy it.”

JAMES HENKE

James Henke

Jake Hawley, Sean Fairbairn and artist Michael McNamara inside the new Barrio restaurant.

The company did extensive
renovations before opening the
restaurant. “Nothing had been done
with this space for about 40 years,
since the Mad Greek was f irst
here,” said Fairbairn. Taking down
several walls in the restaurant made
the space more open. “We did not
want to be in little boxed rooms,”
Fairbairn added. “We really wanted
to open the space up to give it more
energy.”
As in the other Barrio restaurants, the walls are covered with a
variety of images created by artist
Michael McNamara.
The bar, located in the center
of the restaurant, seats about 27

people, and the whole restaurant
can accommodate about 160. The
back patio holds about 70, and sliding “garage doors” at the front of
the restaurant can be opened when
it is warm outside.
Barrio’s bar menu includes 32
types of draft beers, high-end bourbon, tequila, whiskey, margaritas
and other signature cocktails.
The food menu features buildyour-own tacos, as well as tacos designed by the restaurant’s chef, Pete
Joyce. “You can make something
different every day,” Fairbairn said.
“It’s an interactive way of ordering,
and it keeps people coming back.”
Fairbairn grew up in North

Olmsted and now lives in Westlake,
while Hawley grew up in Avon
and now lives in Fairview Park.
Fairbairn has two daughters, Ava
and Sophia, and both of them were
there for the restaurant’s opening.
The city of Cleveland Heights
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for
the restaurant on Feb. 28, with City
Council Member Mary Dunbar,
Business Development Director
Brian Anderson and Assistant City
Manager Susanna O’Neil all taking
part.
The Cedar Fairmount Barrio
is open until 2 a.m. every day. The
restaurant opens at 4 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; and at 11 a.m.
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.
The restaurant serves brunch on
Saturdays and Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.
The four other Ba rrios a re
located in Tremont, Lakewood,
the Gateway District in downtown Cleveland and at Progressive
Field. The Tremont restaurant, the
chain’s first, opened in 2012. The
business also operates three food
trucks.
James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resident, was a writer and editor at Rolling
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also
the author of several books, including
biographies of Jim Morrison, John Lennon and Bob Marley. He is on the board
of FutureHeights, and is co-chair of the
Heights Observer Advisory Committee.

STEAM & SONG MAKING AT
THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT SUMMER CAMPS
5-Star Accredited
Preschool, Day School,
& Kindergarten

Fun & Enrichment for Ages 3 - 18
Inclusion options for campers with special needs

Best Music Instruction
2nd Consecutive Year

The Music Settlement is
Generously Supported by:

www.TheMusicSettlement.org/camp
NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING & SUMMER
Music Therapy, Private Lessons, Summer Classes, & More
Sort by age & enroll online:

www.TheMusicSettlement.org/all
11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland
BOP STOP, 2920 Detroit Ave., Ohio City
Solon Center for the Arts

ROLLING ADMISSIONS NOW - NO WAIT LIST
Half-Day & Full-Day Early Childhood Education: Preschool, Day School, Kindergarten
UPK and Step Up to Quality Accredited

216-421-5806 xt. 100
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