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CH City Council initiates new agreement for top of the Hill

Connor O’Brien

At its May 15 meeting, Cleveland 
Heights City Council voted to autho-
rize City Manager Tanisha Briley to 
negotiate a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) with Indianapolis-
based developer Flaherty & Collins 
Properties to move forward with the 
“Top of the Hill” project.
 The Top of the Hill project re-
fers to the approximately four acres 
of city-owned property at the corner 
of Cedar Road and Euclid Heights 
Boulevard at the top of Cedar Hill. 
As a highly visible property at the 
gateway between the Heights and 
University Circle, developing this 
property has been a longtime goal 
of the city.
 Last fall, the city of Cleveland 
Heights selected Fairmount Proper-
ties to be the developer of the Top 
of the Hill project, and had been 
negotiating an MOU. On May 11, 
however, the city announced it was 
parting ways with Fairmount due to 
an inability to “come to agreement on 

key terms.” 
 On May 12, the city announced 
that it had selected Flaherty & Col-
lins, which had been the runner-up 
in last fall’s selection process. CH 
City Council voted to approve the 
legislation at its May 15 meeting. 
 Also at the May 15 meeting, 
Cleveland Heights residents Matt 
Moss and Paul Volpe voiced their 
concerns regarding the Top of the 
Hill project. Volpe stated that the 
new developments for the project 

must include for-sale houses, rather 
than solely rentals. Moss stated that 
he felt that the city was back to square 
one by choosing a new developer, and 
that the process of the project needed 
to move quickly.
 David Flaherty, CEO of Flaherty 
& Collins, also addressed council at 
the meeting. He expressed his agree-
ment with Moss in terms of wanting 
the project to move quickly. Flaherty 
also expressed his excitement at being 
the new developer selected for the 
project.
 In a memorandum to city council, 
Briley provided an update on Flaherty 
& Collins’ plans for Top of the Hill. 
The update included the estimated 

The rendering of the Top of the Hill project from Flaherty & Collins, which was included in the city 
manager’s May 12 Memorandum to Cleveland Heights City Council.

FutureHeights to host 
June 13 public forum 
on development tools

CH-UH district puts Coventry building up for sale

Dewey’s Decimators win Reaching Heights bee

Krista Hawthorne

By round seven, three teams re-
mained on stage at the Reaching 
Heights Community Spelling Bee 
held on April 19 at Heights High: 
the Noble Queen Bees, represent-
ing teachers at Noble Elementary 
School; the Coventry Word Outlaws, 
representing Mac Back’s Books, 
Camp Firebird/Roosevelt, and the 
nonprofits in the Coventry School 

Spellers (in hard hats) Chris Mentrek, Victor Rosenberg and Susan Beatty of Dewey’s Decimators won 
the 26th annual Reaching Heights Community Spelling Bee. They are joined by Krista Hawthorne 
(left), director of Reaching Heights, and Nancy Levin, director of Heights Libraries.

building; and Dewey’s Decimators, 
representing Friends of the Heights 
Libraries.
 Adorned in wide-brimmed 
hats, sunglasses and feather boas, 
the Noble Queen Bees misspelled 
“coprolalia.” Next, the Coventry 
Word Outlaws—dressed as Old 
West outlaws, and holding stuffed 
toy horses—misspelled “apocope.” 
Dewey’s Decimators, wearing green 

Connor O’Brien

F u t u r e -
Heights will 
hold a public 
forum, Devel-
opment Tools: 
Give Away or 
Benefit? at 7 
p.m. on Tues-
day, June 13, 
at its offices in the Coventry School 
building, 2843 Washington Blvd.
 FutureHeights’ Planning and Devel-
oping Committee organized the forum 
to help inform Heights residents about 
real estate development tools, such as 
tax abatement, tax credits, and tax incre-
ment financing (TIF). Speaker Wayne 
Mortensen, director of design and de-
velopment for Cleveland Neighborhood 
Progress (CNP) and a Cleveland Heights 
resident, will explore the costs and ben-
efits of these common financial tools 
that are commonly used in development 
projects throughout Northeast Ohio. 
 At CNP, Mortensen oversaw the 
redevelopment of Saint Luke’s Hos-
pital in the Buckeye neighborhood of 
Cleveland and created several target 
area plans, including vision plans for 
16 neighborhoods. His role at CNP 
involves elevating the quality and 
sustainability of physical develop-

Wayne Mortensen

Connor O’Brien

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District an-
nounced on May 10 that it will pursue 
the sale of the Coventry School site. 
On May 22, the district announced 
that it will sell the property to the city 
of Cleveland Heights, once the city 
identifies a viable developer. 
 Formerly Coventry Elementary 
School, which the district closed in 
2006, the property is now home to 
various organizations, the majority 
of which are not-for-profit. Tenants 
include Ensemble Theatre, Family 

Connections, Lake Erie Ink, Art-
ful Cleveland, Reaching Heights, 
FutureHeights, Urban Oak School, 
and Coventry Children’s Center. 
The former school playground, now 
known as Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park, 
also occupies the site, and numerous 
community events, including Cov-
entry Village Special Improvement 
District’s summer movie series, take 
place there.
 The district said it is pursuing 
the sale of the site because of an es-
timated $1 million in building repairs 
needed in the near future. These 
repairs include a new roof, projected 

to cost $750,000; a new wooden play 
structure for the park, estimated at 

continued on page 2
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HEIGHTS OBSERVER

The Heights Observer is not an or-
dinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish and 
contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•   To make a submission of any kind, 

go to www.heightsobserver.org and 
click on “Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
July issue must be submitted by June 
12. We publish some articles online 
as they come in—and still consider 
them for the next print issue. We also 
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

About the Observer

Correction to May ar-
ticle about Edwin’s
The article “St. Paul’s lends 
support to Edwins’ program for 
former prisoners,” published 
in the May issue of the Heights 
Observer, incorrectly referred to 
Brandon Chrostowski as “owner” 
of Edwins. Both Edwins restau-
rant and its education arm are 
nonprofit, so have no owner. We 
thank Matt Fieldman, a member 
of the Edwins Board of Directors, 
for pointing out this error.

$300,000; and additional improve-
ments, including plumbing and 
HVAC updates and new windows.
 The Coventry School site is not 
included in the district’s permanent 
improvement budget. “[W]e would 
need to take money earmarked for 
our current school buildings and 
invest those dollars in a building 
that does not directly impact our 
students,” said Scott Wortman, the 
district’s supervisor of communica-
tions, adding, “The district has been 
leasing space in the Coventry build-
ing since it closed as a public school 
building in 2006. By law, the district 
is only allowed to do this either tem-
porarily or until it decides to reopen 
a school at the site.” 
 On May 9, district officials met 
with tenants of the Coventry building 
to notify them of the impending sale. 
During that meeting the district also 
indicated that, beginning July 1, ten-
ants’ leases would change from annual 
to month-to-month.
 Artful Cleveland, whose owners 
signed a one-year lease last July, is the 
most recent tenant to move into the 
building. Directors Shannon Mor-
ris and Brady Dindia searched for a 
space in which to open an art studio 

for a long time and saw a promising 
opportunity in the Coventry building, 
as the rent was reasonable and situated 
them alongside other local nonprofits.
 Morris and Dindia converted the 
empty second floor of the building into 
an 18-room art studio over a year ago. 
Since then, they have been offering 
studio space at an affordable price to 
local artists. Morris said simply, “Our 
blood, sweat and tears are in there.”
 Artful’s owners were surprised by 
the news. “It came as a shock,” Dindia 
said, adding that Artful had planned 
to host classes in September. They 
feel now that those and other future 
plans are uncertain.
 Similarly, Celeste Cosentino, 
Ensemble Theatre’s executive artis-
tic director, said that the change to 
a month-to-month lease came as a 
surprise. Ensemble Theatre, which 
converted the school building’s gym-
nasium into a 99-seat theater, operated 
on a yearly lease for the last six years. A 
theater that is dedicated to providing 
non-traditional casting and to offering 
a platform for contemporary issues, 
Ensemble was the first tenant to move 
into the Coventry building, in 2011.
 “We are lucky to have an ac-
tive board and the support of the 
community and look to a tenable 
agreement that would bring the best 
possible results for all organizations 
involved. We have served the Cleve-
land Heights community for the past 
four decades and look forward to 
many more to come,” Cosentino said.
 In a statement, CH-UH City 
School District Superintendent Talisa 
Dixon summed up the district’s aims: 
“We wanted to be proactive with our 
tenants, many of which are valued dis-
trict partners, and give them advance 
notice of our intentions. At the end 
of the day, we will ensure that the site 
transitions into uses that are beneficial 
to the surrounding neighborhood and 
the Cleveland Heights community.”

Connor O’Brien is a senior majoring in 
communication and minoring in English 
at John Carroll University. He is currently 
an intern for the Heights Observer.

coventry continued from page 1

Heights Arts urges 
support for Future-
Heights as CH’s CDC
To the Editor:

Just after the turn of the millennium, 
two grassroots organizations formed 
in Cleveland Heights, each with a 
mission to help the Heights area 
thrive by making the most of the 
unique attributes of our area. One 
of those groups was Heights Arts 
(of which I am the second executive 
director); the other FutureHeights.
 While Heights Arts set about 
leveraging the community’s unusually 
rich resources in the arts to enhance 
the quality of life here, FutureHeights 
concerned itself with promoting a 
vibrant and sustainable future for 
Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights through innovative ideas and 
civic engagement, with special atten-
tion to commercial and residential 
districts and community planning. 
Our two organizations have often 
worked closely together on projects 
ranging from public art, to neighbor-
hood music offerings, to streetscape 
design, even a pop-up holiday store 
featuring local artists—an idea which 
would evolve into the current Heights 
Arts Gallery.
 Like the leaders of Future-
Heights, we at Heights Arts are pas-
sionately committed to the things 
that make our community great, and 
we are also aware that we all face chal-
lenges common to many older inner-
ring places. Those challenges require 
both creative solutions to specific 
problems and broadly coordinated 
strategies—a combination of think-
ing and expertise that FutureHeights 
has come to embody over the years. 
When FutureHeights declared its 
intent to take on the role of Com-
munity Development Corporation 
(CDC) for Cleveland Heights, the 
board of directors of Heights Arts 
quickly affirmed the concept by ap-
proving a resolution supporting the 
idea.
 An active and innovative CDC 
can play a major role in building the 
commercial and social strength of 
a neighborhood, and we at Heights 
Arts think the casting of Furure-
Heights as the CDC for our town 
is perfect. We urge our neighbors in 
the Heights area to support Future-
Heights as our new CDC.

Rachel Bernstein
Executive Director of Heights Arts

List of tenants in the Coventry building

It is time for Future-
Heights to be the CDC 
for Cleveland Heights
To the Editor:

As an architect, and an involved and 
concerned resident of Cleveland 
Heights, I fully support the efforts 
of FutureHeights to serve as the 
city’s Community Development 
Corporation (CDC). The creation 
of a CDC for Cleveland Heights is 
long overdue.
 In the work of my firm, City 
Architecture, the involvement of a 
CDC is paramount. We have worked 
in many Cleveland neighborhoods 
(Detroit Shoreway, Ohio City, Down-
town, Glenville, MidTown, St. Clair 
Superior, etc.), the inner-ring suburb 
of Lakewood, and Cincinnati’s Over 
the Rhine neighborhood. In each 
case, a strong CDC has aided the city 
or neighborhood in realizing impact-
ful economic development projects.
 Clearly, the city of Cleveland 
Heights needs that boost to push 

some of the lingering redevelopment 
initiatives from planning and discus-
sion to reality. The endorsement of 
FutureHeights as a CDC is not a criti-
cism of the city, but emphasizes the 
importance of assembling potential 
partnerships where an active CDC and 
city administration can collaborate.
 I’ve seen other communities 
approach redevelopment in this 
manner, ultimately leading to an in-
creased capacity and success. It must 
be mutual—benefitting Cleveland 
Heights’ residents, business owners 
and visitors alike.
 I believe a CDC can offer sup-
port, resources and apply for grants 
the city cannot, and will add value—
whether capital or increased political 
will. In my tenure on the city’s Plan-
ning Commission, we often talked 
about repositioning land and maxi-
mizing value.
 It’s time to stop talking and start 
building. Actually, it WAS time years 
ago. Let’s do this!

Alex Pesta
Principal, City Architecture
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2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm 

boltandspool.com

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

New Client
Welcome
Package!
5-class pack 

for $50 
($75 value)First-time clients only | One offer per person

8000 Square f�t of supervised play

in south euclid

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

Many of us first learned about 
America’s Progressive Era in 
history classes. Lasting from the 
1890s to the 1920s, it was drawing 
to a close when Cleveland Heights 
voters first approved a city charter 
in August 1921. 
 According to Marian J. Mor-
ton, in her book Cleveland Heights: 
The Making of an Urban Suburb: 
“Reflecting contemporary efforts 
to reform local government, the 
charter provided for nonpartisan 
elections of the city council and 
a city manager, who would be 
chosen by council for his [sic] 
professional expertise. The seven 
members of Cleveland Heights 
Council chose the mayor from 
their own ranks.”
 Some of the “reform” ef-
forts to which Morton alluded 
originated in the South, following 
Reconstruction in the late 19th 
century, as white elites sought to 
limit the power of former slaves 
and poor whites at the ballot box 
and in civic life. In the industrial 
North, the (also white) business 
and professional elite wanted to 
exert more control over city af-
fairs while also blunting the elec-
toral influence of immigrants and 
factory workers. They advocated 
for what they considered more 
“professional” methods of local 
governance.
 In A Nation without Borders: 
The United States and Its World in 
an Age of Civil Wars, 1830–1920, 
Pulitzer Prize-winner Steven 
Hahn wrote: “None of the states 
or municipalities outside the 
Deep South enacted the full 
package of measures that ended 
the participation of black voters 
there along with a large portion 
of poor whites whose political 
dispositions were thought objec-
tionable. But many, especially in 
the industrial belt stretching from 
the Northeast out through the 
Midwest, considered or enacted 
pieces of the package . . . In large 
urban areas, especially where im-
migrants were able to elect their 
candidates to the municipal coun-
cil or the mayor’s office, reformers 
pressed for redistricting and at-
large elections in order to weaken 
political machines and empower 
officials who could represent the 
‘entire’ city instead of smaller 
wards within it. Some reformers 
went further in the direction of 
‘city managers’ who would be ap-
pointed rather than elected (re-
placing mayors) and presumably 
would not be dependent on any 
one political party.” [Emphasis is 
ours.]
 In a journal article, historian 
Samuel Hays expanded on the 

HeigHTS OF 
DeMOCRaCy

importance of wards to democ-
racy and self-governance: “Ward 
representation on city councils 
was an integral part of grass-roots 
influence, for it enabled diverse 
urban communities . . . to express 
their views more clearly through 
councilmen [sic] peculiarly recep-
tive to their causes.”
 Why now, after almost 100 
years, are some Cleveland Heights 
citizens advocating that we con-
sider changing our charter? They 
envision a government with great-
er accountability to and better 
representation of all city resi-
dents.
 Council members elected by 
ward represent a smaller geo-
graphic area, where residents 
have more common concerns than 
those in the entire city. Residents 
often complain that they “don’t 
know who to call” at City Hall. 
A ward councilperson would give 
them someone to call. In addition, 
the opportunity to campaign in a 
smaller area could make running 
for office possible for more poten-
tial candidates.
 An elected mayor is directly 
accountable to the people of the 
city. As an appointed executive, a 
city manager can wield power and 
influence for many years without 
ever having to face the voters. Our 
current city manager’s predeces-
sor held the job for 28 years.
 Council has responded to 
these concerns by passing legisla-
tion to create a Charter Review 
Commission of 15 citizens, with at 
least one member to be appointed 
from each of the city’s five wards. 
The legislation includes this 
charge to the commission:
 “In the event that the Com-
mission considers significant 
changes to Cleveland Heights’ 
form of government, then it 
will also consider the following, 
amongst any other that they wish 
to consider:
•  What is the problem we are 

trying to solve by considering 
a change to Cleveland Heights’ 
form of government?

•  How will a changed form of gov-
ernment affect the balance we 
seek on issues of representation, 
policy leadership and adminis-
trative efficiency?

•  What are the consequences 
of changing the governance of 
Cleveland Heights?”

 Applications for the Charter 
Review Commission are due at 5 
p.m. on June 23. 
 To download an application, 
and the legislation, go to www.
clevelandheights.com and click the 
home page link: Charter Review 
Commission Application.

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and 
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident. 
Deborah Van Kleef is a musician and 
writer, who has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for most of her life. Contact 
them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.
com.

Consider city charter in historical context

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com 

FREE Perennial 
With $20 Purchase 

Bremec grown standard perennial ($8.99 value).  Retail customers only.  
Valid at Bremec on the Heights only.  Expires June 30, 2017. 

June Hours 
Monday-Friday 8am-7pm 

Sat. 8am-6pm   Sun. 9am-5pm 
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State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 

SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Under contract in one day! 
3272 E. Scarborough, Cleveland Heights 
Need to sell or buy?  Give me a call!

      

    
 
 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.     Cleveland Heights, OH  44118      
216-303-9862        Tuesday-Saturday  10-5 

 

www.eastwoodfurniture.com 

 EASTWOOD   
FURNITURE 

Old world  
craftsmanship to 

create today’s  
furniture styles. 

 
Solid Hardwood 

Made in Ohio 
Designed by You 

IN 

“SONG OF STEEL” 
 

Metal Sculpture by  
Jerry Schmidt  

and  
Collaborative Works  

and Paintings by  
Matthew Merchant 

 
 

 
Open House 

Saturday, June 3rd 
5-8 pm 

 

 

Enforcing the housing code in CH

James Costello

Springtime in Cleveland Heights. 
We can finally get out of our homes 
and see the early blooms of the 
daffodils and tulips. Taking a closer 
look, we may note that it is time to 
get that porch painted, or maybe 
the chimney needs tuckpointing.  
That may, in turn, lead us to wonder 
if our neighbor down the street is 
going to be getting their driveway 
redone. Or maybe it is not a neigh-
bor down the street, but instead 
some unknown entity that owns the 
home, and already the grass needs 
cut, the broken window replaced, 
and the fallen gutter repaired. 
 It is hard enough as a home-
owner to want to do some of our 
non-glamourous projects around 
the house, like tuckpointing and 
driveway repair, but it is especially 
hard to rationalize when there is an 
eyesore property nearby. Our city 
and our municipal court can, and 
do, play an important role in dealing 
with eyesore properties, but each 
has a distinct role.
 In Lakewood v. Krebs, 150 Ohio 
Misc.2d 1, 2008-Ohio-7083, that 
court outlined and clarified the dis-
tinct roles of both a city and a court 
in dealing with building and hous-
ing code violations. It noted that 
the city is responsible for ensuring 
that building and housing codes are 
being followed. It is the city that 
inspects properties, issues notices 
of violations, and decides when to 
bring criminal charges when viola-
tions have not been corrected in a 
timely manner. 
 Until those charges are brought, 
the court, specifically the judge, is 
no different than an ordinary citi-
zen. However, once a case is filed, 
the case shifts from the city to the 
court. The court controls the pace 
of the case, and if the defendant 
is found guilty of a violation of 
the housing code, it is the judge’s 
responsibility to determine the ap-
propriate sentence.
 In most criminal cases, includ-
ing housing code violation cases 
before our Municipal Court, the 
maximum sentence is up to six 
months in jail and a $1,000 fine. 
However, for housing code violation 

cases, each day a violation occurs or 
continues constitutes a separate of-
fense, meaning that there is at least 
the potential that the sentence could 
be much more. 
 The overriding purposes of 
sentencing in criminal cases are 
to protect the public from future 
crime by the offender and others, 
and to punish the offender.  Ohio 
courts have held that the overriding 
purposes in housing code cases are 
often different because the focus 
should be on bringing the property 
into compliance rather than dealing 
with past misconduct.
 The city of Cleveland Heights 
and the court have recently taken 
steps to improve each of their abilities 
to deal with housing code violations. 
For example, the city has recently 
amended Chapter 1347 of its ordi-
nances so that no certificate of occu-
pancy will issue for residential rental 
property unless the property taxes or 
nuisance abatement fees are paid. 
 The city is also in the process of 
hiring a housing property investigator 
who will be responsible for maintain-
ing an inventory of vacant, foreclosed, 
bank-owned, and nuisance properties; 
inspecting and providing updates on 
those properties; and pursuing the 
responsible parties in order to obtain 
compliance of code violations. 
 Finally, the city and court to-
gether are implementing a new fil-
ing system that should significantly 
decrease the amount of time that it 
takes from the case being first filed to 
it receiving a court date.
 Such improvements, and others 
like them, will decrease the likeli-
hood that each of us will walk out 
our front door only to see a problem 
property across the street. However, 
for some of those properties, it may 
still require a sentence like the one 
issued in Lakewood v. Krebs in order to 
get the owner to bring the property 
into compliance. In that case, Krebs 
ended up with five years of probation 
and $2,500 in fines, on top of being 
ordered to spend 30 days living in one 
of his dilapidated apartment build-
ings.

James Costello is a local attorney, act-
ing judge, and candidate for Cleveland 
Heights Municipal Court Judge.

POWER WASHING COMPANY

Call Now to SChedule: 

2 1 6 - 2 6 7 - W A S H  ( 9 2 7 4 )

•exterior home  
   washing
•driveway & 
   concrete washing
•Roof cleaning

•Fence & deck 
    cleaning
•Brick cleaning 
•Shed & gazebo 
    cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S
LEADING POWER 
WASH COMPANY

. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)

. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,
  lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)
. Coffee ceremony 
. Gluten Free options
We cater for all your events (office/private)

www.zomacleveland.com
Mention this Ad get 20% off (12pm-4pm)

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste – you are ours”

Zoma 
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District should prioritize connections 
and stability in staffing decisions

Ari Klein

In April, without any public discus-
sion, the CH-UH Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) decided to privatize the 
before- and after-school programs. 
The primary reason was economic.
 Before- and after-school care 
is not seen as the school district’s 
main mission. One could make the 
case that as long as families have 
access to before- and after-school 
care for their children, the district 
should not have to shoulder the 
burden of organizing, supervising, 
staffing and recruiting for the pro-
grams at each of our elementary 
schools. 
 I believe that discussion with 
the public prior to the board taking 
action could have helped determine 
if there could have been a better so-
lution or confirm that the proposal 
was best.
 Important considerations 
would include how this decision im-
pacts our staff, our community and 
our students. Many of these points 
came up in the public comments 
part of the May 2 BOE meeting.
 The staff members who work 
at our schools before and after the 
school day have odd schedules. 
Many start as early as 6:30 a.m. 
greeting children, and work until 
the school day starts. At dismissal, 
many of the same people work until 
5:30 or 6 p.m. These district em-
ployees are also often hired to work 
during lunch as aids or in other 
part-time positions, giving them 
enough hours to access healthcare 
benefits.
 The company that will now 
run our before- and after-school 
programs does not offer benefits 
because all of its employees will be 
part time. It claims to pay a higher 
hourly rate than our staff members 
currently earn, but there is no guar-
antee that the company will hire 
the people who currently run the 
programs, though staff members 
were told that they could apply to 
keep their positions.
 If current staff members need 
healthcare coverage, they will prob-
ably not work for the new company. 
Working for two or three hours per 
day during lunch will not suffice. It 
is hard to know who will want to 
work the lunchrooms or some of 
the district’s other part-time posi-
tions, as healthcare coverage is a big 

draw to these jobs. Low-paying part-
time jobs, no healthcare coverage, 
and oddball hours will probably not 
attract many candidates who will 
provide stability and connections 
to the community and to fami-
lies—aspects of the job we should 
be prioritizing over savings. 
 Some of the affected staff have 
worked in the same position for 
years. They know our families and 
our students, and many live in the 
community. Destabilizing these 
people hurts students and staff 
members in ways we can only guess.
 School security, in contrast, is 
an area that the BOE is not priva-
tizing, but may end up laying off 
staff. This move could leave three 
elementary school buildings with 
no security monitor, and the middle 
schools and high school short on 
security staff.
 It may not be in the job descrip-
tion, but security monitors serve 
as positive models for students, 
and help provide consistency and 
routine. Security staff listens and 
creates relationships, sometimes 
with kids who do not connect with 
teachers. Often our security staff is 
aware of problems bubbling up from 
over the weekend or from a game 
the night before. They know which 
kids to watch out for, and they pay 
attention to changes in attitude and 
behavior, often counseling on an 
informal level or referring students 
to someone who can help before an 
issue escalates into a crisis.
 In mid-May, district leader-
ship will decide how many security 
positions to cut. Cutting five of 
24 security positions is a drastic 
change, but district leadership feels 
differently. I am certain that those 
in charge do not fully understand 
nor appreciate the role these staff 
members play in heading off prob-
lems and helping students.
 The collective bargaining agree-
ment for security monitors, who are 
represented by the teachers union, 
does not allow subcontracting 
without negotiations. The district 
cannot just fire all the monitors and 
hire a company to come in and take 
over security, although it can cut up 
to 40 percent per year.
 Unfortunately, before- and 
after-school workers do not have 
the same subcontracting protection 
in their contract.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community 
member, math teacher at Cleveland 
Heights High School, and president 
of the Cleveland Heights Teachers 
Union.
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provided by Funny Times, a Cleveland Heights-based business.

HEIGHTS
LAUNDRY CENTER

A Full Service Laundromat

WASH, DRY, FOLD
SERVICE
1/2 PRICE!
1 Coupon Per Customer
DROP OFF LAUNDRY
10 LBS Minimum Expires 7/15/17

WASH, DRY, FOLD
SERVICE
1/2 PRICE!
1 Coupon Per Customer
DROP OFF LAUNDRY
10 LBS Minimum Expires 7/15/17

Located at
2107 S. TAYLOR ROAD

Convenient Hours
8:00am - 8:30pm Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 9:00pm Saturdays & Sundays

2107 S. TAYLOR RD.
(TAYLOR & CEDAR)

216-932-SUDS (7837)

Come for the Fun and Get Your 
Laundry Done!

Now accepting credit cards! 
Free Dry on 30 lb. Dryers Starting May 1.

public forum continued from page 1

ment efforts throughout the city of 
Cleveland.
 In addition to his work at CNP, 
Mortenson is the current direc-
tor of community outreach for the 
Cleveland chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects. Previously, 
Mortenson worked for H3 Studio 
as a planner and public engagement 
specialist in numerous historically 

marginalized communities through-
out the Midwestern and Southern 
United States. He specializes in non-
profit management, budget setting, 
community planning and organizing, 
and strategic planning.

Connor O’Brien is a senior majoring in 
communication and minoring in English 
at John Carroll University. He is currently 
an intern for the Heights Observer.
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Expert Cabinet  
Refinishing

Neubert Painting gives you unlimited 
color and finishing options to create 
a whole new look for your kitchen — 
and at a fraction of the price of new 
cabinets. Refinishing cabinets is not 
just painting cabinets! Most painters 
paint cabinets with a brush and roller. 
Our expert painters prepare and refin-
ish your cabinets with high quality 
coatings that are used in cabinet 
manufacturing. Our sprayed finishes 
are able to give you a “factory finish 
look” at fantastic savings. 

   A F T E R

cAll now To schEdulE An EsTimATE: 216-529-0360 oR 800-545-1285 • nEubERTpAinTing.com

   b E F o R E

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 

(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

Join us for 
— BLUEGRASS SUNDAYS  — 

9 a.m. Worship on the Lawn 
June 18 • July 16 • August 20

SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
9 a.m.  Communion on the Lawn 

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Nave

The Episcopal Church welcomes you.

SELL US THE GENTLY 
USED LOOKS YOU’RE 

READY TO PART WITH!  

5688 MAYFIELD ROAD | LYNDHURST, OH 44124 | 440.919.0138
/PlatosClosetLyndhurst @PlatosClosetLyndhurst

& Cruise
C A S H  I N

Susie Kaeser 

It’s June. Another school year is in 
the books.
 Summer brings a much-needed 
opportunity for teachers to regroup 
and recharge after months of getting 
up early, building relationships and 
advancing student learning, juggling 
family obligations and late nights, and 

THe COMMON 
gOOD

falling into bed so they can make the 
next day a successful one.
 Teaching requires organization and 
planning, patience, empathy, communi-
cation, and being able to think on your 
feet. The pressure of testing, with its 
heartless and narrow emphasis on judg-
ment, doesn’t make it any easier, joyful 
or rewarding. Teaching is hard work, 
important work. It can be stressful and 
exhausting.
 “Teachers make the magic,” Shel-
ley Pulling recently observed. Pulling is 
the principal of Boulevard Elementary 
School, my neighborhood school and 
weekly tutoring stop. Her role is to set 
expectations and put the structures in 
place, but she recognizes it is the teach-
ers who do the work that helps children 
with academic achievement and social 
development.
 So much rides on teachers. What 
keeps them going so they not only 
show up but make magic every day for 
180 school days?
 When I asked Boulevard fourth- 
grade teacher Julie Walker what keeps 
her going, her response was immedi-
ate: “We have an awesome principal.”
 Pulling has been a principal for 
18 years and the last four have been at 
Boulevard. “At first I did not understand 
that, as principal, I [would] have an 
impact on teacher morale,” said Pull-
ing. “Now I know that if the principal 
sneezes the whole school catches a 
cold.”
 As a college student, Pulling was a 
business major and managed a movie 
theater. She discovered that she hated 
being a boss but really liked teach-
ing people how to do their jobs. She 
switched to education and became a 
teacher. Judging by her approach to 
the principal job, you can see she still 
resists the idea of being a boss but truly 
embraces being a leader. She loves 
being a principal, helping people, and 
learning new things every day as she 
and her staff solve problems and move 
their enterprise forward. Her emphasis 
on leadership inspires her team.
 Through her optimism, gratitude 
and emphasis on relationships and col-
laboration, she creates an environment 
where people want to come to work. 
Every staff person I spoke with com-
mented on how frequently she thanks 
them and how great it is to be part of 
the Boulevard family.
 Walker describes the school’s cli-
mate as a “we situation.” Everyone is in 

Leaders motivate teachers through trust
it together. “It’s easy for me to come 
to school,” said Walker, “because I 
have a principal who is on our side 
as teachers. I can trust her and go to 
her if I need anything. She is flexible, 
understanding, helpful and caring.”
 The feeling of respect is mutual. 
Pulling raves about her great team. 
She clearly demonstrates respect for 
her staff by including them in solving 
problems. It is time-consuming but 
something Pulling does as a matter of 
course; it generates better solutions, 
makes her job less lonely and gives 
everyone ownership. For Walker, 
being included is at the heart of her 
satisfaction: “We are empowered to 
problem solve.” Everyone wins.
 This is Walker’s fifth year teach-
ing at Boulevard and 15th in the 
classroom. She is a 1996 graduate of 
Heights High and attended Oxford  
Elementary and Monticello Middle 
schools. She loves teaching in the 
school district where she grew up 
and where her children are being 
educated. She thinks of teachers as 
the “the steady force in the storm.” 
They are the constant in a whirlwind 
of changing laws, leaders, standards, 
tests, curriculum, emotions and fami-
lies. Her ability to be that steady force 
is affected by the school climate that 
makes her part of a team that is in it 
together—for each other and for the 
students.
 State-mandated testing is a 
source of pressure and can be deflat-
ing to both teachers and students. 
The use of unreliable measures of 
learning and teaching is a reality and 
it is hard on teacher morale. Walker 
resists this negative pull: “We can’t let 
scores dictate how we feel as teachers. 
Our kids are way more than a score, 
and they need loving teachers.”
 Because Pulling values her teach-
ers, knows them, builds relationships 
with them, fosters a community of 
trust, and respects and depends on 
their professionalism, she doesn’t let 
the scores define her teachers. They, 
too, are more than a score.
 If teachers provide students the 
magic for learning, Pulling provides 
her teachers the magic for teaching.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and former director 
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the 
national board of Parents for Public 
Schools.

french FRIES

CROSS-EYED
you’ll go

DELICIOUS

Best French Fries in NE Ohio 
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family 
Friendly Restaurant

so

Advertise in the Observer
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2482 Fairmount Blvd 
Cleve Hts, OH 44106
2 1 6 . 2 3 1 . 8 5 8 5
lunabakerycafe.com

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              . . . . . . . . . . . 

Finally, it’s 
patio season!
Enjoy Luna’s fresh fare in the open air. 
Luna uses the �nest, all-natural ingredients 
and bakes from scratch everyday.  Come 
enjoy a salad, crepe, or delicious dessert!

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . 

Starting in June 
patio open until
8pm Mon-Fri, &
5pm Sat & Sun

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems  Bonded • Insured  • OH LIC #24462                          VEHbrothers.com     

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

932-9755 21
6

Replace your boiler when you WANT to           
                            ...not when you HAVE to!

        5generations of family experience. 
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

Get the boiler rolling and      
  call for off season savings!

BillChris

 
Before  &  After

Angela O. Kyei, 
MD, MPH, FAAD 
Board Certified 
Dermatologist 

SAME-DAY	APPOINTMENTS	

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights  216-417-3250 
www. cosmodermatology.com 

Adult	and	Pediatric	Dermatology	

Hair	Loss	Center	offering	PRP	treatments	

Laser	treatments,	including	hair	removal,	
spider	veins	and	more	

APRIL 19, 2017
Present were mayor Susan Infeld and council 
members Susan Pardee (vice mayor), Philip 
Ertel, John Rach, Steven Sims, michele Weiss 
and mark Wiseman. Councilwoman Pamela 
Cameron was absent. Also present were Luke 
mcConville, law director; William Sheehan, 
finance director; and Kelly Thomas, clerk of 
council.

Geraci’s receives award
mayor Infeld reported that Cleveland Maga-
zine has named Geraci’s Restaurant one of its 
2017 Best of the East.

Cedar-Taylor gateway project
mayor Infeld reported that preliminary draw-
ings of the Cedar-Taylor gateway project 
can be found at www.universityheights.com/
cedartaylor. She encourages community 
members to submit their feedback using the 
website’s online form.

New finance director
mayor Infeld administered the oath of office 
to new Finance Director William Sheehan. 
Sheehan comes to University Heights from 
the Cuyahoga County Office of Budget & 
management, where he served as senior fi-
nancial reporting administrator. The Westlake 
resident attended St. Ignatius High School 
and Princeton University, and earned an mBA 
from Harvard University.

RITA tax rate
Councilwoman Weiss made a motion to 
discuss decreasing the Regional Income Tax 
Agency (RITA) rate for University Heights 
residents, which is 2.5 percent. She noted 
that University Heights residents pay some 
of the highest taxes in the area, which may 
discourage people from buying homes in the 
community. Vice mayor Pardee and Coun-
cilman Sims applauded Weiss for trying to 
find ways to ensure that University Heights 
remains a sustainable community, but said that 
reducing the tax rate could be dangerous at 
a time when federal and state budgets may 
be cut. The mayor echoed their concerns, 
saying that any changes in the tax rate would 
reduce the city’s income, which could affect 
vital city services. Council agreed to table the 
motion, and Pardee agreed to discuss the tax 
rate at the next financial advisory committee 
meeting in may.

Road repairs
Councilman Sims reported that the Services 
and Utility Committee will meet in may to 
discuss much-needed road improvements not 
included in the 2017 road repair program.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

mAy 1, 2017
Present were mayor Susan Infeld and council 
members Susan Pardee (vice mayor), Pamela 
Cameron, John Rach, michele Weiss and 
mark Wiseman. Councilmen Philip Ertel 
and Steven Sims were absent. Also present 
were Luke mcConville, law director; William 
Sheehan, finance director; and Kelly Thomas, 
clerk of council.

Geraci’s gives back
mayor Infeld reported that Geraci’s will 
donate a percentage of its receipts to meals 
on Wheels every monday in may. meals on 
Wheels serves homebound residents, seniors, 
and people recovering from surgery.

Cavs support housing
mayor Infeld reported that the Cleveland 
Cavaliers is donating all admission proceeds 
from playoff watch parties to Habitat for 
Humanity.

Annual reports
mayor Infeld advised that residents can stop 
by the lobby of University Heights City Hall 
to pick up annual reports from the Cleveland 
Indians, the Cleveland metropolitan Hous-
ing Authority, and the Greater Cleveland 
Regional Transit Authority.

JCU president honored
Council passed a resolution honoring the 
retirement of the Rev. Dr. Robert niehoff, 
S.J., president of John Carroll University 
(JCU). mayor Infeld praised his service to 
the university, which includes a successful 
fundraising campaign that raised more than 
$100 million for scholarships, professorships 
and campus improvements. niehoff, the uni-
versity’s longest-serving president, hasn’t set 
a retirement date. JCU is University Heights’ 
largest employer and single largest contribu-
tor of income taxes.

Proposed HUD cuts
Council heard, on first reading, a resolution 
opposing the proposed elimination and re-
duction of U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development programs. mayor Infeld 
expressed concern that President Trump’s 
proposed budget will affect vulnerable 
members of the community, and programs 
such as the Community Development Block 
Grant program, which [provided funds used] 
to repave Cedarbrook Road. She noted that 
these types of grant funds have allowed the 
city to spend taxpayer dollars using federal 
government funds rather than general fund 
dollars.

Medical marijuana
Citing the opportunity for tax revenue, Coun-
cilwoman Weiss proposed that University 
Heights become a medical marijuana dispen-
sary. Law Director mcConville advised that 
dispensaries must be in stand-alone buildings 
500 feet from schools, churches and public 
parks, and must adhere to strict zoning regu-
lations. Vice mayor Pardee voiced support 
for the business growth potential, but said she 
needed more information before weighing in. 
The mayor will invite attorney Kevin Patrick 
murphy, an expert on the subject, to an up-
coming meeting to discuss the pros and cons.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries on-
line at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 14.
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“Judson is the perfect place for us!”

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park

Stalwarts of the Cleveland arts-and-culture scene, Nina 
and Jim Gibans had accumulated a lifetime’s worth of 
memories in their Shaker Heights home. But when health 
demands challenged their independent lifestyle, the 
couple agreed it was time to move to Ambler Court - a 
beautifully renovated assisted living neighborhood that 
offers signature programing and care in an ideal 
environment for those in need of increased assistance. 

“It felt like home from the start,” says Nina of the 
couple’s suite, filled with a curated collection of the 
books, music and art they love. And they take comfort in 
the easy access to the onsite health and wellness 
programs they both need. “We love it here,” says Nina. 

Learn about Assisted Living at Judson Park.  
Call (216) 446-1845 to arrange for a tour today.

— Jim and Nina Gibans, Judson Park residents since 2017 

APRIL 17, 2017
Only four council members were present: 
mayor Cheryl L. Stephens, Carol Roe, Kahlil 
Seren and melissa yasinow.

Decision regarding votes on legislation
Five members of council must be present for fi-
nancial legislation to take effect immediately. 
As only four were present, anything passed 
would not take effect for 30 days. Therefore, 
it was determined to read most legislation for 
a second time and schedule a special council 
meeting for monday, April 24.

Certificates of occupancy
On second reading, council approved an 
ordinance that would incentivize responsible 
rental property ownership by amending 
Chapter 1347 of the city ordinances with a 
new subsection, 1347.02(e). The new law 
would prohibit the building commissioner 
from issuing a certificate of occupancy for 
any structure used for residential occupancy 
on a parcel that has a delinquent property tax 
balance or an unpaid balance for nuisance 
abatement costs incurred by the city. This law 
exempts a property owner, agent, or person 
in charge of the dwelling structure who can 
provide documentation that shows they have 
a delinquent property tax payment plan in 
good standing. The measure also includes a 
provision for notifying tenants when a certifi-
cate of occupancy has been rejected or will 
not be renewed.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Issuance and sale of bonds
Council heard second readings of seven ordinanc-
es pertaining to the issuance and sale of bonds for 
the city’s 2017 capital improvement program in 
the following maximum principal amounts:
•  $115,000 for the costs of acquiring motor 

vehicles and related equipment for the police 
department.

•  $225,000 for the costs of improving streets 
and roads in the city by reconstructing, 
grading, draining, paving, and making other 
improvements as designated in the plans 
approved, or to be approved, by council.

•  $360,000 for the costs of acquiring motor 
vehicles and equipment for the public works 
department.

•  $150,000 for the costs of acquiring equip-
ment for the police department.

•  $65,000 for the costs of installing and 
improving sidewalks at the city hall complex.

•  $75,000 for the costs of replacing fire hoses 
and nozzles at the city’s fire station facilities.

•  $355,000 for the costs of acquiring motor 
vehicles and related equipment for the fire 
department [for] providing emergency medi-
cal services.

 Voting on these ordinances will take place 
at the special meeting on April 24.

Mayor’s State of the City report
mayor Stephens highlighted the master Plan-
ning Initiative that took place last year with 
Cuyahoga County support, and the Economic 
Advisory Commission currently under develop-

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries on-
line at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 14.

ment. She mentioned [that] the police depart-
ment [has] updated body cameras and com-
puters in all police cars, and that all firefighters 
are emergency medical technicians. University 
Hospitals has recognized the fire department 
for its quick response time. She praised the 
cooperation among the safety forces in [the 
aftermath of] the tragic murder of Sunny Patel.
 mayor Stephens touted the city’s partner-
ship with the school system and with many 
volunteer groups. She noted concern about 
proposals for cuts in the federal budget, but 
said that the city budget is strong and the city 
manager is managing funds well.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

APRIL 24, 2017
Six council members were present: Cheryl L. 
Stephens (mayor); Jason Stein (vice mayor), 
mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil Seren, and 
melissa yasinow.

Capital bonds
Council approved, on a third reading, all seven 
ordinances regarding the issuance and sale 
of bonds for capital improvements. These are 
detailed in the April 3 and April 17 council 
meeting reports.

Fees for fence and other permits
Council approved raising fees for permits for 
residential and commercial fences, parking a 
recreational vehicle, garaging a truck, and 

building chicken coops and runs.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

mAy 1, 2017
All seven council members were present: 
Cheryl L. Stephens (mayor); Jason Stein (vice 
mayor), mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil 
Seren, michael Ungar and melissa yasinow.

Charter review
Council heard the first reading of a resolution 
establishing a Charter Review Commission, 
prescribing the number of members and how 
they will be appointed, and defining the 
commission’s charge. Carol Roe also noted 
that the Administrative Services Committee 
would be meeting on may 17 to discuss draft 
operating guidelines for the commission.

Zoning variance
With council members Ungar and Seren 
voting no, council approved the variance re-
quested by Waldorf Partners Ltd. Partnership, 
2300 Overlook Road, to permit alteration of 
12 three-bedroom apartment units to create 
36 studio apartments: 12 with 410 square 
feet, 12 with 400 square feet, and 12 with 
350 square feet (the zoning code requires 
a minimum of 500 square feet per unit), and 
to provide no additional parking.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

CH announces pilot 
program to permit 
food trucks in city
Kim Sergio Inglis

In a May 19 news release, the city of 
Cleveland Heights announced that it 
was launching a food truck pilot pro-
gram in which the use of food trucks is 
now allowed on private property as part 
of an outdoor dining conditional use 
permit. Approval for the operation of 
a food truck at a business with an out-
door dining permit must be approved 
through the city’s planning department.
 At the end of November, the city 
plans to evaluate the pilot program 
and then determine next steps.
 “As the popularity of food trucks 
has grown, the city lacked the ability 
to permit and license their use,” said 
City Manager Tanisha Briley. “We’re 
excited to be able to move forward 
with this pilot program and be able to 
offer this additional opportunity for 
our residents, businesses and com-
mercial districts.”
 Food trucks operating under 
a conditional use permit are also 
required to apply for and obtain a 
license from the city.
 The BottleHouse Brewery, at 
2050 Lee Road, is the first business 
to get an approved outdoor dining 
conditional use permit that includes 
the use of food trucks.
 “The ability to bring in food 
trucks really enhances our Cleveland 
Heights location,” BottleHouse 
Brewery owner Brian Benchek said. 
“This allows us to focus on our spe-
cialty, which is making great craft 
beer, while still allowing us to offer 
our guests a variety of exciting food 
options.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker 
Farm Historic District in Cleveland 
Heights.
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• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this summer!
We’ve renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.
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Bill

Chris

Shiver Me 
Timbers!

     $89only

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems   Bonded • Insured  • OH LIC #24462                          vehbrothers.com     

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

932-9755 21
6

Ahoy, Matey!  
We ARRGH going to save you lots of loot this summer!

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per system; 
parts and labor for repairs additional. Discount valid 

during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). One 
discount per visit. Valid on standard A/C set-ups 

only; excludes attic systems. Expires 7/31/17

 Air Conditioning Tune-Up

$89
        5 

generations
of family 

experience. 
Owned and 
operated by 
Bill & Chris 

Hann.

CH resident brings free medical 
care to region via Medworks

tonya passarelli 

Zac Ponsky, a Cleveland Heights 
native, was sharing a beer with fel-
low volunteers after a day of service 
with a medical brigade in Honduras. 
His brother, Lee Ponsky, had started 
Medwish, a nonprofit that repur-
poses discarded medical supplies and 
equipment to provide humanitarian 
aid in developing countries. Despite 
the positive results of the day, Pon-
sky found himself wondering why 
“this type of medical charity was 
happening halfway across the world 
but not in my own backyard.”
 From this idea, Medworks was 
born. Medworks, founded in 2009, is 
a local nonprofit that offers 100-per-
cent free medical, dental and vision 
clinics to the medically underserved 
in Northeast Ohio.
 The launch of Medworks was not 
without its bumps in the road. One of 
Medworks’ first mass health clinics, 
projected to serve more than 5,000 
patients at the Berea Fairgrounds, 
was canceled because it was planned 
during the height of the H1N1 (swine 
flu) outbreak. 
 Since then, Medworks has hosted 
48 medical clinics, serving more than 
13,000 patients in locations through-

out Greater Cleveland. All services 
are free, which is made possible by 
Medworks’ team of more than 3,000 
medical and support volunteers.
 On June 23 and 24, Medworks 
will host a large-scale dental clinic 
to provide free dental care to more 
than 1,000 patients at the Cleveland 
Convention Center. Dental care is 
the number one unmet health need 
for children and low-income adults in 
Ohio.
 “The lack of access to affordable 
dental care has reached crisis levels 
and something had to be done,” said 
Ponsky.
 This clinic is the first event of its 
kind in Northeast Ohio, and will offer 
dental exams, cleanings, extractions, 
temporary partials for adults, and 
sealants for children. 
 All services are free, and no 
advance registration nor proof of 
eligibility is required. Patients will 
be seen on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and are advised to arrive early. 
Doors open at 7 a.m.
 Zac Ponsky lives in Cleveland 
Heights with his wife, Taryn, and 
their two sons. Ponsky works for his 
family development firm, Midwest 
Development Partners. 
 While not a doctor himself, 
Ponsky comes from a family of doc-
tors. His brother, Lee, is chief of 
the Division of Urologic Oncology 
at University Hospitals; his brother, 
Todd is a pediatric surgeon at Akron 
Children’s Hospital; and his father, 
Jeffrey Ponsky, is a general surgeon 
at the Cleveland Clinic.
 The family has attended every 
Medworks clinic since the organiza-
tion formed. Taryn Ponsky volunteers 
as a social worker, and their two 
young sons are mainstays at the clin-
ics. Ponsky’s parents and his siblings 
are actively involved with the clinics 
and the organization.
 For more information about 
Medworks or to attend, volunteer or 
support the Medworks Dental Clinic, 
visit www.medworksusa.org, e-mail 
info@medworksusa.org, or call 216-
231-5350.

Tonya Passarelli is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and a consultant and volunteer 
for Medworks.

Zac ponsky with his wife, Taryn, and two sons.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call David Keller
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We treat your yard like family

Full Residential 
Tree Services

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com

Free Estimates
440-463-7379

Careful • Knowledgeable • Neat • Professional

• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
•  Deep Root  

Fertilization
•  24-Hour Tree 

Service
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

Church of the Saviour Co-op 
Nursery School has closedADAM   HOWE
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Connor O’Brien

On March 6, the Church of the Saviour 
Co-operative Nursery School posted 
a statement on its Facebook page an-
nouncing that it would be closing in 
May. [The Church of the Saviour Early 
Learning Center, a separate preschool at 
the church, will remain open.]
 The church notified the co-op pre-
school that it wanted to use the space 
for other programs. The preschool’s 
Facebook post stated that the preschool 
board did not have enough time to find a 
new location before the critical registra-
tion period for the 2017–18 school year.
 When contacted, neither church 
nor co-op preschool representatives were 
willing to comment.
 The Church of the Saviour Co-
operative Nursery School, founded in 
1955, had been operating in the Heights 
community for more than six decades, 
and served 3–5 year olds. It graduated its 
final class on May 18.
 As a co-operative, a volunteer board 
comprising the parents of students ran 
the preschool. With new students and 
their parents coming and going every few 
years for the last 62 years, the preschool 
impacted multiple generations and count-
less numbers of Heights residents.

 A Church of the Saviour representa-
tive, citing its “primary concern” to pro-
tect the privacy of the families involved 
with the nursery school, said the church 
was not willing to comment on the spe-
cific reason it decided to close the school.
 Colleen Walsh, president of Church 
of the Saviour Co-operative Nursery 
School, emphasized that there is “no 
bad blood” between the church and the 
nursery school. Walsh added that her 
experience with the co-op model that 
the nursery school used was “beautiful 
and amazing.”
 Rev. Andy Call of Church of the 
Saviour described the parents that 
have been involved with the co-op 
preschool over the years as “delight-
ful.”
 The March 6 Facebook post by 
the co-op preschool read in part: “We 
are grateful to have been a part of the 
Cleveland Heights community for over 
60 years. To all parents in our area, we 
wish you the very best luck in finding a 
preschool that is a good fit for you and 
your children.”

Connor O’Brien is a senior majoring in com-
munication and minoring in English at John 
Carroll University. He is currently an intern 
for the Heights Observer.

Ken Goldberg

The Euclid Golf Historic District—
on the National Register of Historic 
Places—is one of Cleveland Heights’ 
older suburban developments. It was 
created on land owned by John D. 
Rockefeller and leased to the Euclid 
Club. The majestic Tudor Revival 
clubhouse, which stood for only about 
a decade, was situated approximately 
where Cedar Road meets Norfolk 
Road today. The historic district, 
centered on Fairmount Boulevard 
between Cedar and Coventry roads, 
includes the Fairmount Boulevard 
Historic District.
 Barton R. Deming began develop-
ing the Euclid Golf district in 1914. 
His own house is the picturesque 
European-looking structure set in the 
hillside at the beginning of Fairmount 
Boulevard at Cedar Road.
 The styles of the residences seen 
in Euclid Golf—which is primarily 
residential with the exception of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church and the 
commercial building along Fairmount 
Boulevard within the Cedar Fair-
mount district—are mainly of Tudor 
Revival, Georgian Revival, English 
Colonial and French Norman design. 
The streets off Fairmount contain less 
expensive, yet stylish homes.
 Most of the more-impressive 
residences are along Fairmount Bou-
levard. Streets here are winding 
and sport British names. Homes on 
streets off of Fairmount Boulevard 

CLeVeLaND 
HEIgHTS 
LaNDMaRKS

Euclid Golf Historic District

The Barton R. Deming House under construc-
tion in 1914. 

are closer to the street than in some 
Greater Cleveland neighborhoods 
with comparable homes—creating a 
more-intimate setting for each.
 Hugh Fisher, co-nominator of 
Euclid Golf as a National Historic 
District in the National Register of 
Historic Places, stated that he feels 
living in the district is special because 
it is recognized as historically signifi-
cant, and this encourages residents to 
take better care of their properties and 
be particularly sensitive to maintain-
ing the historic fabric. He added that 
Euclid Golf “is unusual in that it was 
a well-planned development that was 
nationally known [when first devel-
oped] and it was essentially completely 
realized prior to the Depression, so 
there are few properties that came 
later. Today it is mostly completely 
intact and unaltered.”

Ken Goldberg  is a member of the Cleveland 
Heights Landmark Commission, which 
preserves and protects buildings, works 
of art and other objects of historical or 
architectural value to the community. The 
seven members are appointed to three-year 
terms by Cleveland Heights City Council.
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panel discusses prospects for East Side

Vince Reddy

A panel of five East Siders, including 
three Cleveland Heights residents, 
discussed “East Side Redevelopment: 
Prospects for Reinvention,” at the 
Lee Road Library on May 9. 
 Terry Schwarz, of Kent State 
University’s Cleveland Urban De-
sign Collaborative, moderated the 
panel. Joining her were Mansfield 
Frazier, who operates the winemak-
ing operation Chateau Hough; Wayne 
Mortensen of Cleveland Neighbor-
hood Progress; Rick Semersky of VIP 
Restoration; and Joyce Braverman, 
development director for the city of 
Shaker Heights.
 More than 60 people attended 
the event, which was sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters of 
Greater Cleveland, Case Western 
Reserve University’s Siegal Lifelong 
Learning Program, and the Plain 
Dealer.
 Though a theme of the panel was 
the prevailing view that the West Side 
is outperforming the East in terms 
of new development and vitality, 
Schwarz pointed out that it was “not 
an east-versus-west debate.” 
 She used a few maps, some 
of which can be viewed at https://
cleveland.makeloveland.com, to show 
concentrated economic stress on the 
East Side, particularly in a swath she 
referred to as the “Cleveland cres-
cent.”
 Schwarz discussed historical 
occurrences, such as redlining—the 
practice of using a red marker to 
indicate neighborhoods that banks 
and other lenders would not provide 
financing to—that contributed to 
the disinvestment leading to today’s 
conditions in troubled parts of the 
East Side. 
 The areas marked not worthy of 
lending on a redlining map from the 
1930s were strikingly similar to those 
shown on more recent maps.
 Frazier spoke about his Cha-
teau Hough winemaking operation, 
which he established in Hough so 
that people would take note of the 
neighborhood. He said no one would 
think twice of such an operation in 
a prosperous community, but it has 
caused a reaction in Hough.
 Frazier noted that the country 
had been built on slavery and credit 
and that, while one of the two was 
gone, credit—or, specifically, a lack 
of access to credit—was still a prob-
lem.
 He talked about a phenomenon 
of investment that began with the 
construction of a large home in 
Hough in 1989—a project that was 
followed by the construction of sever-
al more homes by African Americans 

experiencing a “pent-up demand for 
their own community.”
 He said development in Hough 
came to a halt during the foreclosure 
crisis of 2008, and lenders have not 
returned. A lack of credit, rather 
than lack of demand, has stalled the 
neighborhood. 
 Frazier also blamed limited 
philanthropic participation for the 
struggles of the well-situated neigh-
borhoods of the East Side. 
 He made the point that he is an 
“integrationist,” but that integration 
can only happen when there is a 
desire for integration in both of the 
groups to be integrated.
 As the lone private developer 
on the panel, Semersky talked about 
his work reviving the neighborhood 
around the intersection of East 55th 
Street and St. Clair Avenue, which 
includes his revival of the 62-year-old 
Sterle’s Country House. 
 He talked about the uphill battle 
of rebuilding the East Side, but also 
expressed hope based on his observa-
tion that other investors are joining 
him and neighborhood stalwarts, 
such as St. Martin de Porres Family 
Center, in “starting to notice” the 
area.
 Mortensen talked about the on-
going redevelopment of the old St. 
Luke’s Hospital campus under the 
leadership of Cleveland Neighbor-
hood Progress, and pointed to some 
positive trends emerging on the East 
Side. 
 Most neighborhoods that were 
hit by the foreclosure crisis have be-
gun to stabilize, he said, with some 
of them showing signs of rebound-
ing.
 Mortensen made the only no-
table reference to Cleveland Heights 
when he described the walkable and 
accessible nature of Cedar Fairmount, 
where he and his family reside.
 Braverman focused on the rede-
velopment of the Van Aken District 
in Shaker Heights and the planning 
and negotiation that preceded the 
project. Though construction has 
only begun, advance leasing of office 
space and commitments from retail-
ers and restaurants seem to indicate 
that success lies ahead. 
 She went on to briefly describe 
several other development projects 
that are underway in the city of 
Shaker Heights.
 The entire panel discussion can 
be viewed at http://lwvgreatercleveland.
org/public-policy-forums/, and Steven 
Litt’s take on the event can be viewed 
at www.cleveland.com/architecture.

Vince Reddy is a FutureHeights board 
member and a 20-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights.

hard hats, won the bee when they 
correctly spelled “inveigle,” which 
means to entice or win over by wiles.
 The winning team—spellers 
Victor Rosenberg, Susan Beatty and 
Chris Mentrek—took home the Big 
Plastic Bee trophy, which will be on 
display at the Lee Road Library until 
next year, and gift certificates to the 
Blossom Music Festival and Dewey’s 
Pizza on Lee Road. 
 The Noble teams’ fans won Best 
Cheering Section, and the Fundrais-
ing Champion again this year, col-
lecting more than $1,000, was Upper 
Case, the team representing Case 
Western Reserve University.
 The competition was strong, 
with only four teams leaving the stage 
in the first three rounds. 
 Seven teams took advantage of 
round three—the Musical Round—
opting to musically perform the 
spelling of their word, which excused 
misspellings. 
 Then, four teams left the stage 
in round five, and four more in round 
six, leaving three teams standing in 
the seventh and final round.
 It was an exciting finish to an 
evening that included music from 
Broken Strings, a violin duet that 
played during the Pre-Bee Spellers 
Dinner; the Heights High Marching 
Band drummers, who led the parade 
of spellers into the auditorium; and 
the Heights High Barbershoppers, 
who sang during the fourth-round 
break.
 Steve Presser, owner of Big Fun, 
was the bee’s Master of Ceremonies 
for the 22nd year; Nancy Levin, direc-
tor of Heights Libraries, served as 
Pronouncer for the seventh year; and 
Steve Titchenal projected the words 
for the audience for his 24th year. 
 Judges were Sandy Womack, the 
CH-UH school district’s director 
of principal leadership and develop-
ment; Talisa Dixon, district superin-
tendent; and Brian Jung, the parent 
of a Heights High student.

 Team sponsors included the Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Cleveland 
Heights Jazzercisers, CLE Iphone 
Repair, New Heights Grill, and many 
individuals from Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights, including 
Nancy Dietrich, who celebrated her 
25th year as a speller in the Reaching 
Heights Bee. 
 Board of Education members; 
Cleveland Heights City Council 
members and staff; Friends of the 
Heights Libraries; Squire Patton 
Boggs LLC; St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church; Forest Hill Church; and the 
Heights High, Noble Middle, Fairfax 
Elementary, and Roxboro Elementary 
and Middle school PTAs all gener-
ously sponsored teams.
 Reaching Heights expressed 
gratitude to the school district for 
use of space in Heights High and for 
the services provided by the stage 
crew and custodial staff, and to the 
local businesses that provided food, 
paper goods, raffle baskets and win-
ners’ prizes, including: Stone Oven, 
Zagara’s Marketplace, Heinen’s Fine 
Foods, Mitchell’s Ice Cream, the 
Cleveland Orchestra, Dewey’s Pizza, 
Grog Shop, Big Fun, The Funny Times, 
Starbucks, and Atma Center.
 All proceeds from the bee ben-
efit Reaching Heights, a nonprofit 
organization that works to mobilize 
community resources to foster highly 
valued public schools that provide 
all Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights students with a successful 
education. 
 Consider forming a team to 
represent your block or your busi-
ness and spell in next year’s bee. For 
more information about Reaching 
Heights, or forming a team to com-
pete in next year’s Reaching Heights 
Community Spelling Bee, visit www.
reachingheights.org or call 216-932-
5110.

Krista Hawthorne is the executive direc-
tor of Reaching Heights.

bee continued from page 1

cost for the project: approximately 
$75–85 million in construction costs. 
It also noted that Flaherty & Collins 
has indicated that its current con-
cept for the project “would require 
tax increment financing, or other 
public financing sources, to fill a 
cost gap;” however, the company 
did not plan to request property tax 
exemption for the for-sale housing 
units.
 Flaherty & Collins’ project plan 
includes 250 luxury apartments, 25 

top of the hill continued from page 1

townhomes/condominiums, 30,000 
square feet of restaurant and retail 
space, 750 structured parking spaces, 
and a 110-room hotel. Flaherty & Col-
lins estimates that the project will be 
completed within 18 to 24 months of 
groundbreaking.

Connor O’Brien is an upcoming senior 
at John Carroll University, majoring in 
communication and minoring in English. 
He is currently an intern for the Heights 
Observer.

The preliminary site plan for Top of the Hill from Flaherty & Collins.

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us
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Heights Bicycle Coalition 

One of the best ways to enjoy a host 
of summer activities and places in 
Northeast Ohio is to get there by 
bicycle. Heights Bicycle Coalition 
(HBC) has compiled a list of attrac-
tive rides offered by other organiza-
tions throughout the region. The 
bicycle advocacy organization also 
sponsors rides of its own, and is 
building a collection of “Better by 
Bike” online routes so people can 
safely and conveniently pedal to 
places and events on their own.
 Other rides that may appeal to 
Heights bicyclists will be listed on 
HBC’s website, www.bikesintheheights.
org. Examples include the Cleveland 
Touring Club’s Sunday in June, a ride  

LiFe CyCLe

through the rolling hills of Amish 
country on June 11; or Velosano,  July 
21–23, which supports cancer research 
at the Cleveland Clinic. 
 HBC’s own rides, led by various 
members, are planned through Sep-
tember. On June 4, there will be a 
group ride from the P.E.A.C.E. Arch 
at the intersection of Coventry 
Road and Euclid Heights Boule-
vard, to the Hessler Street Festival. 
This ride is downhill, but bicyclists 
can return to the Heights via RTA. 
(Each RTA bus is equipped to hold 
three bicycles in racks on the front 
of the bus. Bicyclists can practice 
loading bicycles onto these racks 
on the preceding day, Saturday, June 
3, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the free Bike 
Tune-Up Day at Coventry Court-
yard at Coventry Road and Euclid 
Heights Boulevard, in front of the 
Grog Shop and Inn on Coventry.)
 On June 24, there will be a 
family ride around Shaker Lakes, 
including a stop at the play area at 
Horseshoe Lake. 
 Finally,  HBC is recording online 
a selection of routes it identifies as 
“Better by Bike,” featuring tried-and-
true ways to pedal to common desti-
nations—for example, to University 
Circle events and attractions such as 
Wade Oval Wednesdays, Parade the 
Circle, museums and educational 
institutions. Also available will be 
directions to libraries, grocery stores,  
Larchmere PorchFest, the Cultural 
Gardens, the West Side Market and 
much more. These routes will use 
Strava, a mobile app and website used 
by runners and cyclists to record their 
routes and performance. Get a free 
version of the app at www.strava.com 
(premium option available for a fee).
 HBC members hope that bicy-
cling in June will boost participants’ 
enthusiasm for more rides coming in 
July. Check www.bikesintheheights.org for 
details on all events, or sign up through 
that website to receive timely updates 
via the coalition’s e-newsletter.

Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit dedicated to educating and 
encouraging Heights community mem-
bers to use bicycles as a sustainable and 
healthy form of transportation and recre-
ation. This article was crafted by Debra 
Franke and members of the coalition’s 
encouragement committee.

June offers abundant, fun 
bicycle rides

 

SUITES AVAILABLE 

 
12000 Fairhill Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
office@montlackrealty.com 

 

Shaker Heights 
Cleveland Heights 
Lakewood 
Cleveland 

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 
• Walking distance to CWRU, 

Shaker Square and RTA 
• Refinished Kitchens 
• Hardwood Floors 
• Parking 
• Laundry Facilities 
• Dishwasher and Disposal 

 

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 

superbly 
maintained 

and well 
located 

apartments!” 

TODAY 
IS THE 
DAY.
Call now.
Why wait?

Raymond J. Wohl
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

2121 South Green Road, Ste 204
South Euclid, OH 44121

216-382-9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com

www.hdvest.com

Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds

College 529 Plans*
Insurance

Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance

Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member SIPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS!  

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS  

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

  

 
 

 

 

Coventry 
Sidewalk Sale  

 

 
Visit us during the  
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HYC member earns Indians scholarship

Free Christian day camp returns in June

Cleveland student leaders, to attend 
the national Keystone convention. 
For Simon, it was an opportunity 
to learn and network with high-
achieving peers. 
 At Cleveland Heights High 
School, Simon has been on the merit 
roll all four years. He also played 
football and basketball, and ran 
track. On National Signing Day in 
February, he was one of 13 Heights 
High student-athletes who signed 
letters of intent to play collegiate 
sports next year. Simon committed 
to attend Hiram College, where he 
will be a wide receiver, punt returner 
and kick returner. He plans to study 
business management, with a con-
centration in entrepreneurship.
 Simon said he enjoys being 
around the people at HYC because 
they have such positive attitudes, and 
he feels being at the club has helped 
him to make good choices. He’s also 
made many friends at HYC, includ-
ing other staff members.
 HYC partners with the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Cleveland to offer 
programs fostering academic success, 
character and citizenship, healthy 
lifestyles, creativity, and cultural 
appreciation for children ages 6–18.

Dorothy King resides in Cleveland 
Heights and is a Heights Youth Club 
board member.

 This will be the last day camp 
that Hope Lutheran Church will 
offer at its current location. In com-
ing months, the members of Hope 
will join the members of Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church to form a new con-
gregation, Peace Lutheran Church, 
at 3740 Mayfield Road. Families are 
asked to look out for information 
about Day Camp #18 at the new 
site in late June of 2018. For more 
information, visit www.hopelutheran-
clehts.com.  

Donald King is pastor of Hope Lutheran 
Church on North Taylor Road, and an 
active participant in the Heights In-
terFaith Community. He has served at 
Hope since 1999 and  lived in Cleveland 
Heights since 1985.

Dorothy King

“It’s like a dream come true,” said 
Heights High senior Devonte Si-
mon about his involvement with 
Heights Youth Club (HYC), a Boys 
& Girls Club of Cleveland affiliate, 
located at the corner of Lee Road 
and Washington Boulevard. Simon 
is both an HYC member and junior 
staff member; he takes part in club 
activities, and also helps provide 
mentoring and other services for 
younger members.
 As runner-up for 2017 Youth of 
the Year for the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Cleveland, Simon was awarded a 
$3,000 college scholarship by the 
Cleveland Indians Charities.
 Simon has taken part in the 
Boys & Girls Clubs national Key-
stone leadership training program. 
He traveled to Dallas last summer, 
along with 10 Boys & Girls Club of 

Donald King

In one of their last acts at Hope 
Lutheran Church’s current site, 
2222 North Taylor Road, church 
members will offer to the commu-
nity the 17th annual Christian Day 
Camp, June 26–30. The camp is free 
of charge and open to all children 
in grades 1–6. The camp runs from  
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day.
 On-site registration begins at 
8:15 a.m. on Monday, June 26. Resi-
dents who live near Hope Lutheran 
Church will receive a f lyer and 
registration form delivered to their 
homes during the month of June. 
Anyone can request a registration 
form by calling 216-371-5252, and 
the church also welcomes advance 
registrations.
 Activities offered at this an-
nual free camp, which adheres to 
the guidelines set by the Ameri-
can Camping Association, include 
singing, storytelling, Bible stories, 
athletics, crafts, and one-on-one 
Christian mentoring. The church 
provides snacks and drinks. Each 
child should bring his or her own 
lunch, as well as a clean, white T-
shirt for a tie-dye project.
 On Tuesday, June 27, at 7:30 
p.m., the church will host an all-
community Hillcrest Band Concert 
and Ice Cream Social on its front 
lawn, on Taylor Road. On Thurs-
day, June 29, at 6 p.m., all campers’ 
families are invited to a cookout 
dinner and program, so parents can 
see their children and the counselors 
“in action.”

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Saturday

JUNE
17th

6:00 PM - 10:30 PM
FUNDRAISER and COSTUME PARTY

In support of Urban Oak School

Tickets : $80    
www.SummerSolsticeUrbanOak.Eventbrite.com 

An Evening in the
Enchanted Garden

  Silent Auction     Photo Booth   

  Bonfire   

  Prize for Best Costume 

  Drum Circle

   Open Bar with Beer & Wine        Solstice Signature Cocktails 

Music Heavy Hors D'oeuvres

Summer Solstice 
Party in the Heights

Beverly Burgess, HYC director, and Devonte 
Simon.
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DEWEYS COFFEE • Shaker Square • 216-991-1101 
WE SHIP! www.ChagrinFallsPopcorn.com

BUY 1- 
GET 2ND 1/2 OFF

TUESDAYS
ON ALL

ICE CREAM

FACTORY 
SALE!

MONDAYS
20% OFF 

ALL POPCORN!
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students from pre-K through fifth 
grade. Coleman plans to use the 
grant to invest in hands-on tech-
nology for her students, including 
the purchase of Chromebooks.
 “Thank you to Burlington and 
DonorsChoose for such a tremen-
dous gift to our school,” said Cole-
man. “These resources will allow 
us to purchase additional technol-
ogy that can enrich our students 
and assist our staff in providing a 
21st-century education. We teach 
our students the importance of 
giving back to their community, 
and Burlington is demonstrating 
just that by its support of Noble. 
We are truly appreciative of this 
donation and what it means for our 
school.”
 Burl ington, in partnership 
with DonorsChoose.org, celebrates 
new store openings by making a 
donation to a local school. The 
South Euclid Burlington store, 
located 1.5 miles from Noble El-
ementary School on Warrensville 
Center Road, opened on April 7. 

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of 
communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University  Heights  City 
School District.

30 Bands

Carlos Jones & the PLUS Band

The Modern Electric
 Teddy Boys - The Whiskey Hollow 
Samfox - Moises Borges - Juniper Dust - Joey Aich  
Case Bargé    - FreshProduce - The Dorian Walker Experience   
Zell - Classical Revolution Cleveland - Theta Waves 
Holden Laurence - Shelby Lynn - Joshua Jesty - & More

Saturday

JUNE17
30 Porches

For An Interactive Schedule & Full Line-Up:  LarchmerePorchFest.org
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Dallas Schubert

Imagine this: Your father was killed 
by rebels in front of your eyes, and 
you f led war with your mother and 
seven siblings. You have lived in a 
refugee camp in a foreign country 
since you were a toddler. Your 
mother could not afford to send you 
to school, and each day you prayed 
that your family would have enough 
to eat. Finally, at age 20, you—along 
with your now elderly mother and 
18-year old sister—are resettled in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio.
 This is the reality of one young 
refugee who is making a home in 
our community.
 For the past six years, Carla 
Bailey, the district’s refugee school-
community l ia ison, has helped 
refugees like this young man un-
derstand our educational system 
and figure out the quickest, most 
eff icient way to learn English, 
complete high school, and move on 
to the next phase of education and 
life.
 Some refugees have attended 

school, speak some English, and 
can read and write. Others come 
without any formal education or 
literacy. Whatever their starting 
point, they all need help with home-
work and study tips, and making 
sense of standardized tests and the 
college application process.
 The young man descr ibed 
above and his sister had never 
gone to school, and could not read 
or write in their native language, 
nor speak English. He was slated 
by the resettlement office to get a 
full-time job.
 In the state of Ohio, refugee 
students can only attend public 
school until they turn 22, so he 
had just one school year to learn 
as much as possible at Heights  
High.
 When Bailey first met him, she 
had to show him how to open her car 
door. “I quickly realized he would 
need massive support to succeed,” 
she said. To get started, Bailey met 
with his guidance counselor to stra-
tegically pick his classes, teachers, 
and even his lunch period. “I wanted 

him to have a class with the AFS stu-
dent who spoke Swahili, and a few 
classes that emphasized social-emo-
tional, cognitive and tactical learn-
ing,” explained Bailey. “Vocal music  
a nd  L eader sh ip  for  Ch a n ge ,  
taught by Johnnie Lemons, were 
perfect because students real ly 
bond with each other and do lots 
of talking, listening and problem  
solving.”
 After one full school year, this 
young man can now speak English, 
and read, write and comprehend 
well enough to have recently passed 
the Ohio driver’s test. He has come 
very far in his one year living in 
the Heights. Pencil and paper tests 
don’t measure this kind of break-

through, transformational success.
 Bailey is extremely proud of 
this young man and the many other 
refugees who are working hard to 
thrive, and says it’s an honor to be 
a part of their success.
 You can support refugee stu-
dents and Bailey ’s work at the 
Heights High Refugee Support 
Fundraiser at CLE Urban Winery 
on Tuesday, June 6, at 7 p.m. CLE 
Urban Winery is located at 2180 Lee 
Road in Cleveland Heights. You can 
also donate at www.gofundme.com/
HeightsStudentRefugeeSupport.

Dallas Schubert, a lifelong resident 
of Cleveland Heights, is a community 
activist and volunteer.

Carla Bailey helps refugee students find their way

Scott Wortman

Burl ington Stores, through its 
partnership with DonorsChoose.
org, donated $10,000 to Noble 
Elementary School in celebration 
of its new store in South Euclid.
 Burl ington store manager, 
Debbie Furlong, presented the 
check to Rachael Coleman, Noble 
Elementary School principal, dur-
ing a schoolwide ceremony on 
April 25.
 Coleman worked with Burl-
ington and DonorsChoose.org to 
secure the grant for her school, 
which serves approximately 400 

Noble Elementary School receives $10,000 grant

Rachael Coleman, Noble Elementary School 
principal, and Debbie Furlong, Burlington 
South Euclid store manager, with Noble El-
ementary School students.

APRIL 18, 2017
Ron Register (president), Kal Zucker (vice presi-
dent), Jim Posch, Eric Silverman and Beverly 
Wright were present, as were Superintendent 
Talisa Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer.

Equity plan update work session
The Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District developed an equity task force 
and LEAD Tool under the direction of Sandy 
D. Womack, director of principal leadership 
and development. The equity leadership team 
presented the approach and five-year plan 
developed to study and ensure that equity is 
promoted in the schools. Much discussion fol-
lowed between the board and leadership team.  
 Leadership team members are: Talisa Dixon, 
superintendent; Joyce Bukovac, math teacher, 
Heights High; Rachael Coleman, principal, No-
ble Elementary School; Theron Ford, associate 
professor, Department of Education and School 
Psychology, John Carroll University; Krista Haw-
thorne, executive director, Reaching Heights; Lisa 
Hunt, parent engagement specialist, CH-UH dis-
trict; Michael Jenkins, principal, Roxboro Elemen-
tary School; James Kravitz, intervention special-
ist, Heights High; Melissa Strouth, math teacher, 
Heights High; Cheryl Walton, STEM, Boulevard 
Elementary School; Shawn Washington, MSAN/
AVID, Heights High.
 The team established a four-cornerstone 
approach to study equity that consists of 1) fo-
cusing on equity, 2) aligning staff and students, 
3) transforming teaching and learning, and 4) 
leveraging policy and funding.
 As part of the five-year plan, the district will 
develop an equity analysis tool and use this tool 
to review existing policies, programs, profession-
al development, and procedures. It will use the 
LEAD Tool created by The Oregon Leadership 
Network Education, which has been adopted 
by equity practitioners nationwide. The team 
traveled to Rootstown, Ohio, to study the Root-
stown district’s plan, which uses the LEAD Tool. 
Each year has a different focus and goal:
•  Year 1: Engaging in self-reflection and growth, 

as well as equity and fostering an equitable 
school culture

•  Year 2: Collaborating with families and com-
munity and developing organizational leader-
ship for equity

•  Year 3: Supervising for improvement of equi-
table instruction

•  Year 4: Developing organizational leadership 
for equity

•  Year 5: Influencing the socio-political context

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

MAY 2, 2017
Ron Register (president), Kal Zucker (vice presi-
dent), Jim Posch; Eric Silverman and Beverly 
Wright were present, as were Superintendent 
Talisa Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer.

Public comments
Contracts: A concerned retired teacher asked 
the board and Scott Gainer to clarify the five-
year contracts issued to the superintendent and 
Gainer. She felt more money should be given to 
dedicated staff. She had asked for this clarifica-
tion in writing but did not receive answers, so she 
approached the board.
 After-school care privatization: Two parents 
expressed concern about board action to priva-
tize after-school care. They said the after-school 

staff had no warning that they would lose their 
jobs. They wanted to know how such decisions 
are made and believe a lack of transparency ex-
ists that erodes trust in the board.

Science curriculum
The board held a second reading of the science 
curriculum adoption. The curriculum committee, 
chaired by Julie Raffay and Bob Swaggard, 
recommended approval of the textbook series, 
which complies with national standards.

Change orders
The board approved a total of $391,178 in 
change orders for the facilities renovation, which 
included one credit of $23,167.
 Of this amount, $163,442 was needed for 
unforeseen conditions, including brick damage, 
window infill, exterior studs and slab coordina-
tion, window structural steel installation, and 
infill auditorium heating and cooling. Code 
requirements costs required $20,106. Design 
clarifications incurred $230,797. The natato-
rium drain required modification. The board 
questioned why the drain concern had not been 
considered in the original pool design.
 PMC Regency staff presented slides on 
progress and the change orders. High school 
tours are being planned.

Business actions
The board approved the following:
 A resolution authorizing the procurement 
and installation of security cameras, surveillance 
equipment and related upgrades from U.S. Pro-
tective Service, which was outside of statutory 
competitive bidding procedures; this equipment is 
for the security and protection of school property.
 A resolution declaring transportation to 
be impractical for three students at the Gross 
Schechter School and the Village Prep Cliffs 
Campus charter school in Cleveland.

Finance
The board approved the financial reports and five-
year forecast, but Scott Gainer explained that the 
report depends on the state education budget.

Charter school legislation
Ron Register reported that Ohio House legislation 
was passed, giving more money to private charter 
schools. It will be challenged, and networking with 
other districts is encouraged.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org. 
 To receive regular email postings of full 
reports, send an email to mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or join through Google groups using “lwv-
chuh observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters of 
Greater Cleveland. This disclaimer must ac-
company any redistribution of these reports.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Board of Education Meeting highlights
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Joy Henderson

Heights High Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) students Yidiayah 
Box and Sydney Williams placed 
first in the Ohio Health Occupa-
tions Students of America (HOSA) 
competition in Toledo on April 19 
and 20, and qualified for the inter-
national competition in Orlando, 
Fla., June 21–24. They were among 
16 Heights High CTE students who 
competed in the 40-event regional 
HOSA competition.
 Box, a junior, is in the Sports 
Medicine and Exercise Science pro-
gram and won first place in the Job 
Seeking Skills competition. She was 

judged on the strength of her resume 
content and cover letter.
 “Her resume reflects her activities 
and leadership,” said Sports Medicine 
and Exercise Science teacher Casey 
Graham. “It demonstrated her high 
achievement and really helped her win 
this award.”
 Box is part of the Early College 
Program and takes classes at John 
Carroll University. She recently com-
pleted an internship with the athletic 
trainers at Heights High; has earned 
certifications in American Red Cross 
First Aid, CPR and AED; and is vice 
president of the Heights High HOSA 
chapter. She is also a member of the 
Law & Leadership Institute, Open 
Doors Academy, Leading Ladies 
and Minority Student Achievement 
Network. She also works at Wendy’s 
restaurant.
 Wil l iams is a senior in the 
Clinical Health Careers program and 
placed first in the 15-round medical 
terminology spelldown. She correctly 
spelled all the medical terms in the 
competition, including “sphygmo-
manometer,” “resuscitation” and 
“somnolence.”
 As a student in the CTE program, 
she has earned the American Heart 
Association Healthcare Provider CPR 
certification, completed clinical rota-
tions in health care and took the State 

Tested Nursing Assistant (STNA) 
certification test. She also works at 
Papa John’s Pizza and volunteers 
with her church. In the fall, Wil-
liams will attend Ashland University 
where she plans to major in biology/
pre-medicine.
 “Sydney puts school work first, 
has great time management skills, is 
calm and focused and is a very good 
speller,” said her CTE teacher, Nancy 
Ballou, RN. “These are all skills 
needed for success in college. I know 
she has a bright future ahead of her.”
 Ballou will accompany the stu-
dents to the International HOSA 
competition in June.    

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Students win health career awards

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

C
H

-U
H

 C
IT

Y 
SC

H
O

O
L 

D
IS

TR
IC

T

RTA driver commends Heights students

Joy Henderson

RTA bus operator Leslie Rivers was 
so impressed with the maturity of 
Cleveland Heights High School 
students that she called Adminis-
trative Principal Zoraba Ross, com-
mending the students who ride bus 
route 41 on Tuesdays, the school’s 
early dismissal day.
 In her message to Ross, Riv-
ers said that the students are good 
representatives of the school and 
they do the right thing. She asked 
Ross to let the students know that 
they should keep up the good work. 
Over the 17 years that she been an 

RTA bus operator, she said she has 
seen many groups of students.
 Ross thanked the students dur-
ing the morning announcements, 
commending them for their ma-
ture attitudes and for representing 
Heights High with pride.
 “We appreciate that Ms. Rivers 
took the time to call and compli-
ment Heights High students for 
being mature and responsible,” 
said Ross. “We see our students 
performing well every day in the 
classroom, in the arts, on the 
athletic field and as responsible 
citizens. We are very happy when 
others see it, too!”

	
	
	
			
											
			
			
	
					
	
	
	
	
			
	

																																						 	
	
	
				
					

Patio Now Open! 
Ta vern  C omp a ny 

2 29 9  Le e Rd .  
C leve la nd Hei ghts 

(Formerly Brennan’s Colony) 
-  

	

Leslie Rivers (center) with a few of the students who ride the RTA #41 bus: Brendon Lawrence, Taniya 
Wilcox, Larrielle Lockwood, Ladaishare Lockwood, Navi-Ayuri Lockhart and Travonna Lewis.
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Yidiayah Box (left) and Sydney Williams 
placed first in regional competition and ad-
vanced to the international competition in June.

 

 

 

Honest and Fair 

Kitchens & Baths 
Siding  �  Windows  �  Roofing 

Porch Repair 
Specializing in residential 

driveways & masonry 

12 months  
as cash! 

216.397.6349 
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Canterbury student takes “Best in Show”

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

“Best in Show” is a pretty big deal 
for an artist. It’s a huge deal if 
you’re a second-grader competing 
against students in kindergarten 
through eighth grade, from 10 
counties.
 That’s the award that Grant 
Gosa, a second-grade student at 
Canterbury Elementary School, 
received in March at the Youth 
Art Month exhibit sponsored by 
the Northeast Ohio division of the 
Ohio Art Education Association 
(OAEA) at Case Western Reserve 
University (CWRU). It was the 
fifth consecutive year that a Can-
terbury student took home that 
honor.
 Grant is not the only talented 
artist in the building. The work 
of four other Canterbury students 
was displayed at either CWRU or 
the statewide Youth Art Month 
show in Columbus, sponsored by 
OAEA.
 “I was rea l ly, rea l ly, rea l ly 
excited,” said fourth-grader Ryan 
Harris, whose drawing of a macaw 
was featured in the show at CWRU.
 Emma Gann’s family traveled 
to Columbus on March 11 to admire 
the iguana she had painted. “It was 
really fun,” said Emma, who com-
pared the show to a real museum. 
“I was so impressed by the other 
work.”
 First-grade student, McKenna 
Mack, submitted a crayon-and-
paint drawing of a toucan to the 
exhibit. Ida Bergson, art teacher at 
Canterbury, said that McKenna’s 
work “is consistently good and 
shows depth and perception usually 
reserved for older students.”
 For McKenna, she’s just do-
ing what she loves: “I have maybe 
a thousand notebooks filled with 
drawings. It’s what I do when I 
finish my homework every night.”
 Third-grader Ianna Harris took 
second place at the CWRU show 
for her abstract drawing of an Aztec 
sun stone.
 Bergson connects what she 
teaches in art class with the aca-
demic subjects students are learn-
ing, such as ecosystems as part 
of the social studies and science 
curriculums in fourth and fifth 
grades.

 Bergson has a detailed system 
for teaching drawing, one that 
breaks down the components of 
drawing into specif ic steps to 
ensure student mastery, just as a 
classroom teacher does with read-
ing or math.
 “If you place a bunch of five-
year-olds in a room with books, 
one or two might actually teach 
themselves to read,” said Bergson. 
“But most will still need explicit 
instruction. That’s how I view art. 
Once the kids f lip to the right side 
of their brain and really get it, they 
hardly even need me anymore.”
 She’s been submitt ing her 
students’ work to juried regional 
and statewide shows for the past 
16 years. “The competition can be 
intense,” she said. “But it’s worth 
it for these kids to see their work 
honored.”
 Students throughout the dis-
trict also saw their work displayed  
at the Lee Road Library, in a show 
which ended May 8, which featured 
more than 300 pieces from CH-
UH students, from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 
 Grant Gosa, winner of Best 
in Show at CWRU, also won first 
place for Canterbury at the district 
show, with McKenna Mack taking 
second place, and Ryan Harris win-
ning third.
 Bergson’s students rank art 
class as among their favorite school 
subjects and name “artist” or “art 
teacher” as possible career choices.  

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former 
district teacher and a freelance journalist 
under contract with the CH-UH City 
School District. A longer version of this 
story appeared at www.chuh.org.

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Grant Gosa
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Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS
GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY

Warm and Welcoming Office
Tailored to Busy Families
Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Gentle Comprehensive Care
Life Changing Smile Makeovers
Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net 
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

One step away from an amazing smile

Experience the Newest Technologies

216.321.2545
Located near  
John Carroll

Easy free parking

Register for hands-on help with express enrollment!

• Personal attention
• Personal assistance
• Personal education plan

Let’s get 
personal.

Tri-C Metropolitan Campus 
2900 Community College Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio | 44115

tri-c.edu/jumpstartmetro

216-987-6000

17-1298

Great Eye Care. 
Locally Owned.

Dr. Ernest J. Robinson
• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Treatment of Eye Diseases
• Contact Lens Care
• Designer Eyewear

Walk-ins welcome

2259 Warrensville Ctr. Road
University Hts., OH 44118
216-371-5520
4625 Richmond Road
Warrensville Hts., OH 44128
216-765-0532

We accept all major vision and medical insurance

Free frame with 
purchase of lenses.
When you mention this ad

Outside 
prescriptions 
welcome

South African Journeys

Join us and see South Africa like an 
insider and honored guest.

Tour guides & hosts,  Jan & Gus Kious
cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Call or email for details

janetkious@sbcglobal.net                         216-321-1442
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HEIGHTS LIBRARY

Library starts lending Internet access

Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System is now 
offering customers access to mobile 
Internet hotspots. A hotspot is a small, 
portable device that connects up to 
ten wireless enabled devices, such as 
a laptop, smartphone or tablet, to the 
Internet. The devices can be checked 
out with a library card and work in any 
area covered by the Sprint 3G or 4G 
LTE network.
 “These devices essentially allow 
people to check out the Internet,” said 
Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries direc-
tor. “Let’s say you’re going camping and 
want to bring your laptop—a hotspot 
device will allow you to upload photos 
to Facebook or Instagram, surf the 
Web, and watch movies. Or maybe you 

can’t afford Internet access at home 
and really need it for something, like 
a job interview via Skype—you can 
borrow a hotspot for free and get that.”
 Hotspot kits are available for 
checkout at the circulation desks at 
the Lee Road, Coventry Village and 
Noble Neighborhood libraries to 
library card holders ages 18 or older 
with a library card in good standing.  
 The kits comprise a case, a device, 
a USB cable, a wall charger and in-
structions. Borrowers will sign a brief 
agreement document the first time 
they borrow a hotspot, and are limited 
to one device at a time. The devices 
can be borrowed for up to two weeks 
on a first-come, first-served basis, and 
cannot be renewed. The devices shut 
down if they are not returned on time.
 “These devices can bridge the 
digital divide for many of our custom-
ers,” said Levin. “With more and more 
companies, nonprofits and government 
agencies assuming everyone has Inter-
net access, these kinds of services can 
be a real lifeline for people who just 
can’t afford that monthly Internet bill.”
 For more information on bor-
rowing a mobile hotspot, visit www.
heightslibrary.org. 

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library 
System.

Mobile hotspots come in a carrying case with 
a charger and USB cable.

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

H
EI

G
H

TS
 L

IB
RA

RI
ES

Concert on the Green
Thursday, June 22 

Summer Festival
Sunday, August 20th

Music Hop
Friday, September 8th

Halloween Trick or Treat
Friday, October 27th

Ribbon Cutting Event

Upcoming
Events!Cedar Fairmount 

big improvements 
are coming!  

Businesses are open and 
Special Events will be happening!

Valet Parking aVailable!
Wed, thur, Fri 4 pm to 9 pm

16th annual cedar Fairmount
summer FestiVal
sunday, august 20th

Visit www.cedarfairmount.org or our Facebook Page 
for Streetscape Construction & Event Updates.

Free Parking on 
Weekends During 

Construction

Don’t mind 
our mess! 

A Most Excellent Race 
Benefiting Camp Cheerful 

10K and 5K run
5K and 1 mile walk

Family fun activities 

Sunday, June 25, 2017 
Beaumont School, Cleveland Hts.

Form a race team, register, or donate
www.achievementcenters.org/race

Our kids will thank you 
long after the finish line! 

Serving children with disabilities and their families

What’s going on 
at your library? 

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Wednesday, June 14, 3–4 p.m.
Fairytale STEM. Join us for a lively 
afternoon storytime of fairy tales 
and adventure, followed by a sim-
ple science-themed activity that 
relates to the story. (For ages 3–6.)

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Tuesday, June 6, 6:30–8 p.m.
Summer Reading Kickoff: The Flower 
Clown. We cannot think of a more 
magical way to kick off Heights 
Libraries’ 2017 Summer Reading 
Program, Dream Build Share, than 
by welcoming the Flower Clown 
for a very special performance. Be 
amazed, be awed, and be inspired 
at our free kickoff event.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Wednesdays, June 7–28, 3:30–4:30 p.m.
Green Thumb Gardening. This is a 
chance to explore and get dirty in 
the Noble Community Garden. 
We will be planting, weeding, wa-
tering, picking, and having loads of 
family fun! In case of bad weather 
an indoor activity will be provided.

Kara Whaley

For many, summer is filled with swim-
ming, reading and farmers markets. At 
the Lee Road Library, summer means 
opportunities for people of all ages to 
code with the new Summer of Code 
program.
 Alyse Giannotti and Ann Mac-
Namara, technology trainers at the 
Lee Road Library, have collaborated 
to bring Summer of Code to the com-
munity. The pair have been working 
together for the past year teaching 
Coding Basics, a four-part quarterly 
series, to adults.
 During that time, they noticed 
an increasing number of teens and 
children were taking the adult Coding 
Basics classes, and realized they needed 
to reach a new audience.
 “There has definitely been a grow-

ing need and interest from teens and 
young kids,” said Giannotti. “Our Cod-
ing Basics series always has a wait list. 
We once had an 8-year old come in with 
her grandmother and attend the course.”
 “We also get young teens, about 
12 and 13,” added MacNamara. “We 
see a huge diversity in our classes. It’s 
not uncommon to see a 12-year-old, a 
17-year-old, and a 50-year-old work-
ing alongside each other learning the 
basics of HTML.”
 The Summer of Code will offer 
three unique coding course series 
tailored to kids, teens and adults. This 
provides more opportunities for indi-
viduals interested in learning to code.
 “By expanding the audience for 
these programs to teens and kids, we’re 
fulfilling an important part of our 
mission,” said Nancy Levin, Heights 
Libraries director. “We strive to offer 

equal access to services for all members 
of our community.”
 To kick off the Summer of Code, 
Giannotti will teach Web Coding for 
Teens on Tuesdays in June at 2:30 p.m. 
This is a four-week series that will 
teach those in grades 6–12 the basics 
of HTML, CSS, JavaScript and PHP. 
No prior coding experience is required. 
Registration began May 23 and the 
class is expected to fill.
 In July, Giannotti will debut the 
new “Tech for Kids: code.org” course 
series. In this course, those in grades 
1–5 are invited to bring their favorite 
adult and explore computer coding. 
The class will be in the Heights Knowl-
edge and Innovation Center (HKIC) 
in the Lee Road Library. Using a 
state-of-the-art computer lab, kids will 

explore computer coding using code.
org. Registration begins June 26 and 
this class is also expected to fill.
 Also in July, Lee Road Library 
will continue its Coding Basics series. 
This four-part coding course for 
adults will be held on Thursdays at 7 
p.m. Led by MacNamara, adults who 
take this course will leave with an 
understanding of basic HTML, CSS 
and JavaScript. Registration begins 
June 22, and this class, too, is expected 
to fill.
 For more information about all the 
classes, visit www.heightslibrary.org or 
call 216-932-3600.

Kara Whaley is the communications coordi-
nator at the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

Library tailors free coding classes to teens and kids
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

Senior Citizen Happenings, sponsored 
by the City of University Heights, are 
open to all senior citizens. Events 
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
in Council Chambers at University 
Heights City Hall. To receive the 
monthly schedule by e-mail, call 216-
932-7800, ext. 205, or send an e-mail 
to info@universityheights.com.
 June 1: Irene Sha land, an 
internationally published art and 
travel writer, earned a bachelor’s 
degree in theater journalism from 
St. Petersburg University in Russia, 
and a master’s in English from Case 
Western Reserve University. Her 
presentation, Face to Face with 
Africa, will conclude with a Q-and-A.
 June 8: Ray Hoffman is director 
of the National WASP World War II 
Museum in Sweetwater, Texas, which 
honors the women pilots of World 
War II. His presentation will include 
a documentary film.
 June 15: Gerald Polizzi is an 
“ambassador” for RoadScholar 
(formerly Elderhostel), established 
in 1975 as a learning program for 

Amy Jenkins

June is Brain Awareness month and 
the Cleveland Heights Senior Activity 
Center (SAC) offers many activities to 
benefit brain health, including a variety 
of exercise opportunities. Exercise is 
key to overall health, promoting in-
creased blood flow to all areas of the 
body, including the brain.
 Seniors can increase their step 
counts by using the indoor track, 
giving pickle ball or table tennis a 
try, or enrolling in a dance, tai chi 
or yoga class. However one chooses 
to exercise, the benefit is the same. 
Some classes are free, others charge a 
fee, but seniors can try any class one 
time for free and see what they like.
 Learning a new activity and gain-
ing skills also increases brain function. 
From Spanish to art, the senior center 
offers a variety of enrichment classes 
that will stimulate brain function while 
expanding one’s knowledge.
 Finally, don’t downplay the posi-
tive effects that socialization has on 
brain health.  There is a positive corre-
lation between participation in social 
relationships and better overall health 
and happiness for seniors, and SAC 

adults. He’ll discuss the work of the 
organization, combining travel and 
education to provide 5,500 experiential 
learning opportunities across the 
world for 100,000 participants 
annually.
 June 22: Sister Maureen Doyle 
is retiring after 34 years as director 
of Urban Community School in 
Cleveland. She’ll reflect on her work 
at the school, in a neighborhood where 
78 percent of residents, and growing 
refugee population, live at or below 
the poverty level. The school’s 550 
students, from 3 years old through 
eighth grade, receive individualized 
attention, helping 90 percent graduate 
from high school and 65 percent begin 
college.
 June 29: Nicole Shefrin is founder 
of the public service agency Fostering 
Hope, which is dedicated to enriching 
the lives of children who have been 
traumatized and who are living in 
foster care or residential treatment. 
She’ll discuss her work with a team of 
volunteers, to provide experiences to 
relieve children’s pain and hardship.

is full of friendly, active, interesting 
people. Become a member and get to 
know some of them today.
 Membership is $5 for Cleveland 
Heights residents 60 and older. 
To sign up, bring a recent piece of 
mail (such as a bill) and a photo ID. 
University Heights residents who 
would like to join the SAC must 
first register with Patrick Grogan-
Myers, University Heights com-
munity development coordinator, at 
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership 
is $10 for University Heights seniors.
 The Cleveland Heights SAC, lo-
cated in the CH Community Center at 
1 Monticello Blvd., offers a wide variety 
of programming for those 60 and older, 
and is open Monday through Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. A complete schedule 
of programs is published in the commu-
nity center’s newsletter, which is avail-
able at Cleveland Heights City Hall, 
local libraries, the community center 
and online at www.clevelandheights.com.

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland 
Heights Office on Aging and the Senior Ac-
tivity Center. She can be reached at 216-691-
7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvhts.com.

Senior Citizen Happenings

CH Senior Center News

Have Radiators?  
Want Central Air?
The Unico system was designed 
for older homes like yours. This 
system provides exceptional 
comfort without any messy and 
expensive remodeling. Call 
today for your initial inspection.

Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462  

        

  5 generations of family experience. 
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

VEHbrothers.com     

932-9755 21
6

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating and cooling business in Cleveland.  800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org  |  /hospicewr

More time to share 
his favorite story.
Hospice care reduces stressful hospital visits, giving him more 
family time. When you’re considering hospice care, you have 
choices. Not all hospices are the same. If you or a loved one has 
been diagnosed with a chronic or serious illness and you need 
help, insist on Hospice of the Western Reserve. Your journey to 
compassionate care begins at hospicewr.org.

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com
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Your neighbor; your plumber 
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, bonded  

& insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 •  herbsplumbingandheating.com

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

Mention this ad for 10% off 
($100 minimum charge/emergency calls excluded)

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Why replace? 
Your existing windows can work like new!

(216) 321-7729   mjmwindowrestoration.com

You’ll save thousands!
30 yrs. experience • Ask about our winter discount

MJM Window Restoration

• Sticky windows
• Broken ropes

• Cracked glass
• Weather stripping

James Henke

The Eastwood Furniture store has 
expanded its space, taking over the 
second floor of the building at 3451 
Fairmount Blvd., and creating a pop-
up shop and gallery called the Loft 
at Eastwood.
 Eastwood’s owners, Ron and 
Angie Nandor, first explored the 
concept last fall, when Madelaine 
Mavec, a Cleveland Heights artist, 
displayed and sold her paintings 
above the furniture store. Mavec, 
who calls herself an experimental 
painter, will return to the loft this 
fall.
 “We want to use the space to 
showcase local artists,” said Ron 
Nandor. He added that the artists 
choose whether or not they want to 
sell any of their work while it is on 
display at Eastwood.
 Nandor said he spent much of 
last summer cleaning up the space 
on the second floor, painting it and 
adding some lights. “It’s a really 
bright space now,” he said. Prior to 
opening the loft to local artisans, 
there had been nothing in that 
space.
 In late May, the Nandors opened 

Connor O’Brien

Financial plan-
ner Seku Sha-
bazz will lead 
a workshop on 
business suc-
cession plan-
ning for small 
business own-
ers on Friday, 
June 9. Spon-

sored by FutureHeights and the 
Small Business Development Cen-
ters of Ohio (SBDC), the workshop 
will take place from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at the Ohio SBDC at Cleveland 
State University’s location on the 
2nd floor of the Lee Road Library’s 
Knowledge and Innovation Center, 
2340 Lee Road.
 “The workshop aims to help 
local merchants, specifically ones 
who are ready to retire or leave their 
business and are concerned with 
what will happen with their business 

a new loft exhibit: Song of Steel. It 
features metal sculptures by Jerry 
Schmidt along with paintings by 
Matthew Merchant.
 Nina Setrakian, another past 
exhibitor, will also return to East-
wood’s loft later this year. “Her 
family brings in various items from 
the Middle East,” said Nandor. The 
items in her exhibit included clothes 
and pottery.
 Business arrangements between 
Eastwood and the exhibiting art-
ists and artisans vary, as does the 
duration of the various exhibits and 
shops. For more information, poten-
tial exhibitors can contact either of 
the owners at 216-303-9862.
 Eastwood Furniture opened at 
the corner of Fairmount Boulevard 
and Taylor Road in February 2016. 
All of its furniture is made in Ohio 
by Amish craftsmen. 

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, was a writer and editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also 
the author of several books, including 
biographies of Jim Morrison, John Len-
non and Bob Marley. He is on the board 
of FutureHeights, and is co-chair of the 
Heights Observer Advisory Committee.

in the future,” said Micah Kirman, 
chair of the FutureHeights Planning 
& Development Committee, which 
is organizing the workshop. “Seku 
Shabazz will look to show business 
owners that there are possible op-
tions that they can take when they 
feel that they are ready to leave 
their business or retire. These op-
tions can consist of anything from 
handing the business over to a loyal 
employee or selling the business to 
a family member.”
 Shabazz is a financial planner 
with Prudential Financial and a 
Cleveland Heights resident. 
 This event is free and open to 
the public. To RSVP, e-mail info@
futureheights.org or call 216-320-
1423.

Connor O’Brien is a senior majoring 
in communication and minoring in 
English at John Carroll University. He 
is currently an intern for the Heights 
Observer.

Eastwood Furniture opens 
loft to exhibiting artists

Business succession planning 
workshop to be held June 9

Some of the items in the “Song of Steel” exhibit at the Loft at Eastwood.
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ReImagine Your Home…
Have a home in need of TLC or 

looking for one to make your 
own… We SPECIALIZE in that

Imaginet,LLC  
440.759.1771 • hrdhomes.com

In Cleveland Heights since 2007

CHOOSE YOUR PATH
Discover stories of 
innovation in science,  
the arts, and education 
with CircleWalk, 
University Circle’s self-
guided walking tour.

process 4-color
red:  C=0   M=100  Y=96  K= 33
green:  C=43   M=0  Y=34  K= 38
blue:  C=57   M=0  Y=6  K= 19 CircleTrek

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

Visit us at UniversityCircle.org  
or CircleWalk.org // 216.707.5033

WOW!
WADE OVAL WEDNESDAYS

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

JUNE 14-AUGUST 30 // 6-9PM

FREE Outdoor Concerts
In University Circle

FREE Guided Walking  
Tours of University Circle

Saturdays, June 17-October 28 
Departing 10:30 am  
from the Information  
Center on Wade Oval

Visit UniversityCircle.org  
to register!

Seku Shabazz
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Free	  books	  mailed	  	  
to	  your	  young	  child!	  

If	  your	  child	  is	  	  
4	  years	  old	  or	  younger	  

And	  lives	  in	  	  
44106,	  44120,	  CH-‐UH,	  

East	  Cle.,	  Euclid	  or	  Shaker,	  visit	  

heightsfamily.org	  
for	  registra6on	  informa6on	  

HEIGHTS ARTS

Greg Donley

Two exhibitions at Heights Arts this 
spring and summer express the vital-
ity of the region as a training ground 
for visual artists, with one show 
(closing June 4) celebrating new tal-
ents and the other (opening June 9) 
bringing back artists who previously 

exhibited at Heights Arts.
 Emergent 2017 features 12 artists 
recommended by their former art 
professors as representing some 
of the best among recent gradu-
ates. The year’s version (Heights 
Arts presented its first Emergent 
show in 2015 and plans to bring 
it back approximately every two 
years) includes works by Meghan 
Calvert (ceramics), Amber Ford 
(photography), Jessica Howard 
(prints, drawings, cut paper), Erin 
Jesson (sculptural wal l pieces), 
Jacob Koestler (wall installation), 
Samantha Konet (drawings), Mike 
Lombardy (drawings/collage), Na-
than Prebonick (painting), Rachel 
Shelton (prints), Maia Stern (glass), 
Grace Summanen (painting, draw-
ing), and Nikki Woods (painting). 
The artists are graduates of the 
Cleveland Institute of Art, Kent 
State University, the University of 
Akron, and Baldwin-Wallace Uni-
versity. Emergent 2017 runs through 
Sunday, June 4.
 On the heels of that exhibi-
tion—part two of what might be 

thought of as a before-and-after 
pairing—is Encore: A Heights Arts 
Invitational. For this show, the gal-
lery committee went back through 

the 15-year history of the Heights 
Arts gallery, including the early 
years during which William Busta 
was gallery director, and asked a 
small selection of artists whose work 
had made a particular impression 
at the time to come back and par-
ticipate in an invitational exhibition 
featuring current work. Intention-
ally covering a range of media, this 
exhibition includes, in alphabetical 
order, Christi Birchfield (sculptural 
drawing/printmaking), Grace Chin 
(jewelry and larger-scale work in 
metals), Dexter Davis (col lage, 
multi-media—brand-new work cre-
ated for this exhibition), Yumiko 
Goto (ceramics, often biomorphic 
in character), Doug Meyer (metal 
furniture), Mark Slankard (photog-
raphy—“Curb Appeal” series), and 
Douglas Max Utter (landscape and 
portrait paintings). 
 If someone unfamiliar with 
the visual art scene in Northeast 
Ohio were to ask how one might 
get a quick idea of the high level 
of work being done in this region, 
this exhibition makes it clear. A 
free community opening reception 
is scheduled for Friday, June 9, 6–9 
p.m. in the main exhibition gallery 
at 2175 Lee Road.
 
Greg Donley is chair of the Heights Arts 
Gallery Committee.

New talent and encore appearances in Heights Arts exhibitions

I love living in Cleveland Heights 
with my husband and stepson!  
 
I have devoted my career as an 
attorney to helping others.  My 
experience includes the 
representation of  individuals, 
corporations, and the State of 
Ohio. I served as Judicial Staff 
Attorney to the Presiding Judge of 
Cuyahoga County. My practice 
currently includes civil and criminal 
cases at Synenberg, Coletta & 
Moran, LLC. I have the experience 
and temperament to be a 
compassionate, effective, and 
qualified judge.   
 
I ask for your consideration and to 
remember “Hayden for Heights” 
this November! 

Learn more at 
WWW.NADEENHAYDEN.COM 

 
Paid for by The Committee to Elect Nadeen Hayden, 
Russell Randazzo, Treasurer 

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Nadeen 
Hayden, Russell Randazzo, Treasurer 

Woman with Green, by Douglas Max Utter.
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WASHINGTON & LEE
SERVICE, INC.

Customer Service is Our Priority

We Service Foreign/Domestic Cars & 
Light Duty Trucks

2080 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-371-2850

Established since 1954 under
Washington & Lee Auto Service, Inc.
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Jayne Sestak

Along with its selection of craft 
and draft beers, extensive wine list, 
cocktails and small plates menu, The 
Fairmount Cocktail Bar also offers 
an alternate venue in which emerging 
and established local artists display 
their work. Every few months, The 
Fairmount presents new visual expe-
riences that make use of its indoor 
and outdoor spaces. “It’s all about 
creative community building,” said 
co-owner Jake Orosz.
 The current exhibit, the Factory 
Window series by Megan Frankenfield, 
runs through June 15, with an artist’s 
reception scheduled for Saturday 
June 3, 6–9 p.m. Frankenfield’s series 
is inspired by the beauty of the Rust 
Belt, as nature reclaims old factory 
buildings and bridges throughout 
the region. Photographic images in 
intensely saturated tones hover grace-
fully behind layered windows and 
rusty framework—remnants of once-

Bert Stratton

Lipa Schmeltzer re-
turns to Cain Park 
for the second year on 
June 25. Last summer 
he wowed an Evans 
Amphitheater audi-
ence with his Yiddish 
vocals, backed by lo-

cal instrumental musicians, and his 
dance moves. The show’s sponsor, the 
Workmen’s Circle, liked the show so 
much, he’s back, which is a rarity: The 
Workmen’s Circle hasn’t had a repeat 
performer for back-to-back summers 
since the 1980s.
 Schmeltzer, 40, was raised in an 
ultra-Orthodox Hasidic household in 
New York. He broke away from the 
sect a few years ago and became simply 
Orthodox. As a youth, he wasn’t encour-
aged to pursue secular learning (among 
many other things). Schmeltzer is now 
a student at Columbia University.
 He is fluent in Yiddish, which is 

thriving industry. Her work has been 
exhibited in local galleries including 
the Screw Factory, and in a corporate 
installation at the Cleveland Hilton 
Convention Center Hotel.
 Mid-June through mid-Septem-
ber, Cleveland native and interna-
tionally sought-after photographer 
Steve Vaccariello returns to The Fair-
mount after a three-year absence. He 
began his professional photographic 
career the 1980s, shooting pictures 
for Cleveland Scene magazine. He 
works primarily in New York now, 
and travels extensively, photograph-
ing ballet companies, couture fash-
ion, jewelry, celebrities and exotic 
destinations. Vaccariello’s color and 
black-and-white images are crisp and 
precise, yet he perfects his composi-
tions in the viewfinder and using bold 
but minimal lighting before he ever 
clicks the shutter. His exhibit will 
feature a selection of dance, fashion 
and travel photography.
 Orosz described the motivation 

the first language of many Hasidim. 
He interjects pop music references into 
his Yiddish and English repertoire. 
The media—trying to get a grip on 
him—has called him the “Jewish Elvis” 
and the “Hasidic Lady Gaga.” Last year 
Schmeltzer told the Cleveland Jewish 
News that the Lady Gaga reference had 
more to do with the way he dresses than 
his music. “Lady Gaga is always dressing 
up in crazy costumes,” he said. “I’m the 
only guy with funky glasses and blue 
and yellow kapotas (long jackets worn 
by many Hasidic sects) and yarmulkes.”
 The show—the 39th-annual free 
Workmen’s Circle concert—starts at 
7 p.m. in Sunday, June 25, at the Ev-
ans Amphitheater in Cain Park. No 
tickets are necessary. The Workmen’s 
Circle Klezmer Orchestra will play 
from 6 to 7 p.m.

Bert Stratton is a Cleveland Heights resident 
and the leader of the klezmer band Yiddishe 
Cup. He writes the Klezmer Guy blog at 
www.klezmerguy.com.

behind the art exhibits as being “sim-
ply to provide the coolest possible 
experience to our customers, includ-
ing an opportunity to add an original 
piece of art to their collections.” The 
artists receive 100 percent of the 
sales of their work.
 Orosz added that there are “no 
worries” about parking during the 
Cedar Fairmount Streetscape con-
struction. Parking is available in the 
lot behind the building, and there is 
optional valet service Wednesdays 
through Fridays, and free weekend 
on-street metered parking.
 The Fairmount is located at 2448 
Fairmount Blvd., and is open Monday 
through Friday, 4 p.m. to 2 a.m., and 
Saturday and Sunday, 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
For more information, call 216-229-
9463 or visit www.thefairmount.net. 
 
Jayne Sestak is co-owner with Jake Orosz 
of The Fairmount Cocktail Bar.

The Fairmount serves up art alongside cocktails

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings. 
When you have a State Farm® car and a State Farm 
home, get ready to drive around with a big, money-
saving State Farm smile. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath, 
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

The Fairmount’s main bar, with a photo by Steve Vacariello overhead.
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‘Jewish Lady Gaga’ at Cain Park on June 25

Lipa Schmeltzer
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30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA 
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP  

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.  
(216) 371-9760 

www.atmacenter.com 
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Authentic Yoga  
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amazing.”
 Merendino asks people to sit in 
the chair, then takes their photo-
graphs. “It’s been very interesting,” 

HEIGHTS ARTS

New photo exhibit opens June 8 at Foothill Galleries
James Henke 

In Dad’s Chair, a new photography 
exhibit, will open on June 8 at Foot-
hill Galleries. The photos, by Angelo 
Merendino, feature the photogra-
pher’s friends sitting in what was 
Merendino’s father’s favorite chair.
 The public is invited to the open-
ing reception on June 8, 6–9 p.m. The 
show will be on display through Aug. 
13.
 Merendino, 43, grew up in the 
North Hill section of Akron and 
now lives in Old Brooklyn. After 
his father died in May 2014, and his 
mother died in December of that 
same year, Merendino inherited the 
chair, which his parents had bought, 

Julie Friedman

Dobama Theatre is adding a sum-
mer production this year: the World 
Premiere of Greg Vovos’s “How to 
Be a Respectable Junkie.” The play 
is based on the true story of a recov-
ering heroin addict from Northeast 
Ohio.
 The plot concerns Brian, an 
addict, who decides to end his life. 
Before doing so, however, he makes 
an Internet video for users every-
where, instructing them on how to 
be “respectable,” because even he 
has grown weary of their behavior. 
Despite the subject matter, “Junkie” 
is both humorous and hopeful, and 
puts a human face on the issue of 
opioid addiction.
 Greg Vovos is a member of 
the Playwrights’ GYM, Dobama 
Theatre’s professional playwriting 
unit. His most satisfying work has 
addressed such issues as racism, teen 
pregnancy, drug and alcohol abuse, 
obesity and the challenges of tran-
sitioning back to society after incar-
ceration. Vovos explained, “For me, 
writing this play was about theater 
doing its ultimate job: serving the 
community.”
 Director Nathan Motta believes 
that the play addresses a vital social 
issue. “After hours and hours of in-

along with a matching couch, in the 
1950s.
 “I always wondered what my dad 
was feeling when he sat in this chair,” 
Merendino said. “But, in general, I 
think he was at peace when he was 
in the chair. Dad was certainly larger 
than life, with endless energy.”
 After his parents died, said 
Merendino, he started thinking 
about how they had touched other 
people’s lives, and how those people 
stored memories of his parents in 
their minds. The chair became Me-
rendino’s way to remember as much 
as he could about his parents. “The 
chair has a symbolic meaning now,” 
he said. “And there are many mo-
ments when I think my parents were 

terviews, Greg has written a moving, 
heartbreaking, funny, and truthful 
play that tells both the realities of 
addiction and the hope of recovery. 
Given the opioid epidemic in this 
country, particularly in our region, 
this piece is timely and important,” 
Motta said.
 Dobama’s production features 
Christopher Bohan, seen previously 
this season as Black Stache in  “Peter 
and the Starcatcher” and Sam in 
“The Flick.” 
 A preview performance will 
be held on Wednesday, June 14, at 
7:30 p.m. Preview tickets are $10, 
general admission. A pay-as-you-can 
($1 or more per ticket) performance 
is scheduled for Sunday, June 18, at 
7:30 p.m.; advance reservations for 
that performance can be made by 
agreeing to pay $5 or more per ticket. 
 “How to Be a Respectable Junkie” 
will be performed Thursdays through 
Sundays, June 14 through July 2. The 
play contains the depiction of drug 
use, smoking and adult language. For 
more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.dobama.org or 
call the box office at 216-932-3396. 
Dobama Theatre is located at 2340 
Lee Road in Cleveland Heights. 

Julie Friedman is the managing director 
of Dobama Theatre.

he said. “Some people want to lean 
forward, while others don’t do that. 
But I just let people be comfortable 
in the chair.”
 Foothill Galleries, at 2450 Fair-
mount Blvd., Suite M291, is open 
Tuesday, 1–3 p.m. and 6–9 p.m.; 
Thursday and Sunday, 1–3 p.m.; and 
by appointment. For more informa-
tion, call 216-287-3064, or visit www.
foothillgalleries.com.

James Henke, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, was a writer and editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine for 15 years. He is also 
the author of several books, including 
biographies of Jim Morrison, John Len-
non and Bob Marley. He is on the board 
of FutureHeights, and is co-chair of the 
Heights Observer Advisory Committee.
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO
June 8-August 20

ROCK OF AGES 6/8-25
Regional Premiere of classic rock musical 

featuring hits of Bon Jovi, Styx, Journey, White Snake, 
Pat Benatar, and others

AN EVENING WITH PAT METHENY 6/13
with Antonio Sanchez, Linda May Han Oh & Gwilym Simcock

BLACK VIOLIN 6/16
DAVID SANBORN ELECTRIC BAND 6/17

40th ANNIVERSARY CAIN PARK ARTS FESTIVAL 7/7-9
GROUNDWORKS DANCETHEATER 7/14-16

“FOR GOOD: THE NEW GENERATION OF MUSICALS” 7/20
Co-presented with The Musical Theater Project

ANDREW BIRD 7/25
With Special Guest ESPERANZA SPALDING

STEPHEN STILLS/JUDY COLLINS 7/28
APOLLO’S FIRE BAROQUE ORCHESTRA 7/29

VIVALDI’S FOUR SEASONS REDISCOVERED! 

LYLE LOVETT AND HIS LARGE BAND 8/3
THE MUSIC MAN IN CONCERT 8/5-6

with Liza Grossman and the Contemporary Youth Orchestra

AMERICAN ACOUSTIC
PUNCH BROTHERS 8/9

I’M WITH HER
(SARA WATKINS, SARAH JAROSZ, AOIFE O’DONOVAN)

and JULIAN LAGE

“LUCK BE A LADY: THE SONGS OF FRANK LOESSER” 8/10
Co-presented with The Musical Theater Project

THE FAMILY STONE 8/11
featuring Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame inductees and 

original founding members of Sly & The Family Stone, 
Jerry Martini and Greg Errico featuring Phunne Stone

MICHAEL W. SMITH 8/13
AND MORE!

For a complete schedule
 Visit CAINPARK.COM

CAIN PARK

Tickets On Sale Now 
Ticketmaster 800-745-3000

Opening 5/27 for residents 6/3 for all others 
Cain Park Ticket Office 216-371-3000

Michael W. Smith

Lyle Lovett

Stephen Stills & Judy Collins

Nicole Ryan: Arts Festival

Black Violin

Punch Brothers

I’m With Her

Dobama tackles opioid addiction in 
‘How to Be a Respectable Junkie’

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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 A million choices 
– all of  them good
Put your favorite things where 

everybody can see them.

Get $20 off on 
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

Dee, 2017. 
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• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA
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CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

Gutter Guru 
Professional Gutter Cleaning 

Local Cleveland Heights Business 

Contact Brooks: 

bmj386@gmail.com  

Book Flower Clown for your 
next event. 

A fixture in the Heights 
Events and parties 

440-944-0278  

www.flower-entertainment.com  

friends@heightslibrary.org 
216-932-3600 x1234 

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds 
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Stop in to check out our  
brand new repair facility! 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY 
 

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?  
Stuck trying to figure out what to do 

and how to do it?   
Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher 

 
216-242-9763 

 
gbelcher482@gmail.com 

www.gaylebelcherattorney.com 
 

34 years of legal experience 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Hall For Rent 

All-N-One Weddings 
Wedding Chapel & Reception Hall 

2373 Euclid Heights Blvd 
 

(216) 731-5808 
 

Garden Wedding Ceremony,  
Receptions, Anniversary Dinners,  

Family Reunion Dinners, Banquets, Birthday 
Parties, Retirement Celebrations 

Call for appointments and tours 

GARAGE SALE 
Saturday, June 10th 

10am—3pm 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
2747 Fairmount Boulevard  

Cleveland Heights 
Furniture, Household Items, 

China, Glassware, Collectibles 

 The ACT II SHOP 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all 

supplies. Married couple. Impeccable 

references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.  

Call Maid Convenient.  
Days: 440-213-0850 

Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745 

 Cleaning Service 

PC HANDYMAN 
 
PC and Mac Repair 
End your computer troubles for good 
 
Our “Managed Services”contract offers: 
 Microsoft Office 365 
 Anti-virus protection 
 Online support and maintenance 

 
Just $29.99/mo 

 
216-236-8743            www.pchandy.net 

Based in the Heights 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Your Move · Your Way · Our Help 
 

Rightsizing & Thriving-in-Place 

216-925-2393  
www.creativemovesllc.com 

NASMM Member · Bonded · Insured 

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

www.saintjamescleveland.com  216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Meeting Space / Work Space 
 
 
 
 
 

Ideal for Attorneys, Consultants, 
Remote Workers, Work-from-Home, 

Students, Off-Site Meetings 

(216) 245-9629 
Locations in Cleveland Heights, 
Solon, Woodmere, Lakewood 

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business  

for $28/month

When you advertise 

in the Observer,  

your money stays  

in the community.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

The Music Settlement is 
Generously Supported by:

Best Music Instruction
2nd Consecutive Year

5-Star Accredited
Preschool, Day School,

& Kindergarten

11125 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland
BOP STOP, 2920 Detroit Ave., Ohio City

Solon Center for the Arts
216-421-5806 xt. 100

THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT: PLAY NICER

REGISTER NOW
Classes for All Ages & Levels of Experience:  

Music Instruction  •  Music Therapy 
Arts for the Young  •  Inlet Dance Theatre 

www.TheMusicSettlement.org/all

CAMPS: IT’S NOT TOO LATE!
www.TheMusicSettlement.org/camp

2017-2018 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Call 216-421-5806 xt. 160

‘It was 50 years ago today . . . ‘
SONGS AND 
STORIES

didn’t need to, then it won’t be a big 
deal that you did it; but if it turns out 
that you did need it, then you will 
have done it.” That makes complete 
and perfect sense. Except that it was 
wrong, in my case. I’ve never needed 
it, and it was a big waste of time, those 
years in high school.
 They were years filled with stuff 
like this: One time, I really wanted 
to get out of one particular class, for 
some reason, and I asked my friend 
Tom Gallagher to write me a note ex-
cusing me from the class, because he 
had perfected the signature of one of 
the school’s guidance counselors, Vir-
ginia Bica. The note kind of worked. 
That is, I was allowed to leave the 
class, but the teacher turned the note 
in to the office staff, who showed it 
to Mrs. Bica for verification, and she, 
naturally, disavowed it.
 The next day, my unit principal, 
John Farrinacci, called me into his of-
fice. I was no stranger to that office. I 
sat down and he said, “We’ve got you 
on a forgery rap.” I said, “Have you 
been watching 1940s crime movies?” 
He produced the note and flung it 
toward me, growling, “Whaddya have 
to say about this?”
 I said, “Oh. I didn’t write that. 
Gallagher did.” He said, “No, you did 
it.” I said, “Well, I skipped the class 
and used this note, but, for the record, 
I didn’t write it.” He said, “No, you 
wrote it.” I said, “What’s the differ-

to perform at a folk club near Chau-
tauqua, New York, for the first three 
weekends in June. I sang and played 
guitar, and my friend and Heights 
classmate Walton Mendelson accom-
panied me on flute and harmonica. 
The club, the Red Lyon, was owned 
by a Heights High English teacher 
named Tom Irish. 
 That afternoon, I turned in my 
official quitting papers to the school 
office and the three of us piled into 
Mr. Irish’s sports car and drove to 
Chautauqua, listening to the just-
released Sgt. Pepper’s album on the 
radio all the way there. Rock radio 
stations everywhere were just playing 
the whole album, over and over.
 That day was, up to that point, 
the greatest day of my life.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

David Budin

Two things happened on Friday, 
June 2, 1967, that made me really 
happy: The Beatles released their 
album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band in America, and I quit 
high school.
 I had been planning to quit 
school on the first day I was le-
gally allowed to—May 21, my 18th 
birthday—but there were still a 
few Heights Choir events, like our 
spring concert, our album recording, 
and our annual dinner and awards 
night. And since the choir was the 
one and only reason I ever went to 
high school, I stayed enrolled to fin-
ish all of the choir activities.
 I had been trying to quit school 
since the ninth grade. I often tried 
to reason with my parents, especially 
my father, that since I knew I was 
going to have a career in music, it 
would make more sense for me to get 
started on it, instead of wasting time 
in school. Looking back, more than 
50 years later, I know I was actually 
correct about that.
 My mother used to say, “Just 
graduate. If it turns out that you 

ence who wrote it? I already admit-
ted that I used it and skipped the 
class.” He said, “You’re not leaving 
here till you admit that you wrote 
it.” I said, “Can I at least go home 
and pack a bag?”
 I sat in the outer office for three 
full school days, not going to any 
classes. That was the punishment 
for someone who didn’t want to go 
to any classes.
 That’s how I spent my high 
school years. 
 One time, Mr. Farrinacci saw 
me in the front hall in between class-
es and yelled, “Hey, Budin. Can’t you 
afford a haircut?” Back then, a boy’s 
hair could not touch the back of his 
shirt collar or his ears. I shouted 
back, “No.” He yelled, “C’m’ere.” I 
went over to him and he handed me 
two dollars and said, “Don’t come 
back till you get a haircut.” I took 
the two dollars and went across the 
street to Wally’s Pool Hall, beneath 
the Cedar Lee Theatre, and spent 
the two dollars, brushed my hair so 
that it wasn’t touching my ears or 
collar and went back to school.
 Mr. Farrinacci did the same 
thing with my friend Gallagher—
told him not to come back till he got 
his hair cut. That was 50 years ago 
and Gallagher hasn’t been back yet. 
I have a feeling he’s not coming back.
 So on Friday, June 2, I finally 
got out of there. I had been booked 

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band 
album cover.
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