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Heights High reopens on Aug. 21
Scott Wortman

“After years of planning, designing,
moving and renovating, it is finally
time to open the new Heights High,”
said CH-UH Superintendent Talisa
Dixon. “We are looking forward to
welcoming the community to tour
the building at our grand opening
in September. Heights High will be
a showpiece for the community and
provide our students with a building that is designed for 21st-century
education.”
Cleveland Heights High School
will reopen its doors to students on
Aug. 21 for the start of the 2017–18
school year. The building, originally
constructed in 1926, has undergone
an extensive transformation over the
past two years. The most dramatic
change is the removal of the 1960sera science wing, returning the look
of the front courtyard to that of a
collegiate quadrangle, with restora-

Adam Dew

INSIDE

An aerial view of the front of the high school showcases the restored front facade, new additions
on the sides of the building, and the sports field.

dedication ceremony, commemorative
merchandise and other offerings in
conjunction with the Heights Schools
Foundation.
Important historical and archi-

tion and a new open front lawn.
The Heights community is invited to celebrate the reopening of
Heights High on Sunday, Sept. 10,
1–4 p.m. The community open house
will include tours of the building, a

continued on page 12

Residents share ideas
for Coventry site

courtesy heights libraries

Connor O’Brien

A view of Cedar Road from inside the partially renovated University Heights Library.

UH Library renovation is on track
out June and July. Roofing work is
complete, mechanical air handling
units have been installed on the
roof, and the glass walls on the Cedar
Road elevation and south elevation
are complete, as are the wood-look
metal siding on the building’s outer
“hoops,” and the metal corrugated
siding on the north elevation and
northwest projecting stairwell.

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Sheryl Banks

The renovation of the University
Heights Library is on schedule, and
tentative plans to open the building
to the public sometime in mid to
late October are in the works, with a
grand-reopening celebration scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 12.
The major work on the exterior
of the building took place through-

continued on page 11

CH residents invited to municipal court judge candidates forum
Jean Sylak

A public forum with the three candidates for Cleveland Heights municipal court judge will be held
on Thursday, Aug. 24, at 7 p.m., at
Disciples Christian Church, located
at the corner of Mayfield and Yellowstone roads.
The Cleveland Heights Housing
Committee of Greater Cleveland
Congregations (GCC) is hosting
the forum, which offers Cleveland
Heights residents the opportunity to
meet and hear from the candidates.

The committee planned the
forum as an outcome of a listening campaign about the concerns
of Cleveland Heights residents, in
which housing issues were identified
as a top priority in the city. Specific
issues include housing values that fell
during the recession and have only
recently begun to rebound, and the
impact on neighborhoods of vacant,
blighted and tax-delinquent houses.
While the GCC Cleveland
Heights Housing Committee has
developed relationships with city and
county officials to support change,
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the municipal court plays an important role in housing issues.
At the forum, candidates James
Costello, Nadeen Hayden and
DeAngelo Little will respond to
specific questions developed by the
committee that focus on the court’s
impact on housing issues.
Forum topics will include how
to effectively enforce housing standards, how to implement timely follow-up and enforcement of violation
corrections, and how to collaborate
with other city divisions and outside
continued on page 2
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On July 27, the city of Cleveland
Heights held a public meeting on the
potential sale and development of the
Coventry School site, which includes
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park and Playground. The forum brought together
members of Cleveland Heights City
Council, the city manager and the city’s
economic development director, as well
as residents who voiced their opinions
about, and hopes for, the Coventry site.
Attendees wanted to discuss what
types of development might occur, how
development would impact quality of
life, how much influence a developer
would have, whom would benefit from
the development, and consideration of
any similar projects that nearby cities
might have undertaken.
Tanisha Briley, city manager, assured residents that any developer
with whom the city may partner will
not be able to tell the city what to do
with the Coventry site. Briley said that
“the train has not left the station,”
meaning that no official decisions on
the site have been made, and noted
that when they are, residents will be
informed. She stated that the goal of
the RFQ/RFP process was “to stimulate creativity from the development
community,” and that the city had set
no minimum economic impact to be
generated by development.
The fate of Coventry P.E.A.C.E
Park was a topic that came up repeatedly. Many residents praised the park,
describing it as “a gateway to the community” and “more than just a park.”
Several residents who recently moved
to Cleveland Heights claimed that the
park was a deciding factor for them.

continued on page 7
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phone number and e-mail address, to:
www.heightsobserver.org/members or e-mail:
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About the Observer

The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.

Heights Observer
candidate policy
With the November election approaching, the Heights Observer is
publishing its policy for contributions
by candidates for local office.
As a community newspaper committed to equal access for everyone,
the Observer is unique among publications in providing opportunity for any
member of the Cleveland Heights and
University Heights communities to
raise and discuss issues of local interest.
At election time, however, this
commitment creates a challenge in
managing the finite space that is available for community members who are
running for public office.
The policy, approved by the FutureHeights Board of Directors, is
designed to address that challenge. It
states the following:
• The August-November issues of the
printed publication will not carry any
editorial contributions from known
candidates for office.
• D uring this pre-election period,
Observer contributors who are not
running for office will produce any
coverage of election issues.
• During this pre-election period, all candidate contributions of news or opinion
will continue to be accepted for publication online at www.heightsobserver.org.
• Candidates seeking to place information in the August–November
printed editions of the Observer may
do so through advertising space purchased from the Observer.
The Heights Observer and its parent organization, FutureHeights, do
not endorse candidates.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
•F
 or information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
September issue must be submitted by
Aug. 14. We publish some articles online as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Cartoon by Joe Heller

REPRINTED FROM FUNNY TIMES / P0 BOX 18530
CLEVELAND HTS OH 44118 / FUNNYTIMES.COM

Letters Policy

Provided by Funny Times, a Cleveland Heights-based business.

Thanks to all the supporters of Coventry
School tenants
To the Editor:
I am the board president of ARTFUL, the newest tenant of Coventry
School.
When ARTFUL chose the space
we now occupy at Coventry School,
we were excited by the fact that we
were going to be surrounded by such
wonderful and experienced organizations. As a start-up nonprofit, we felt
our proximity to these other tenants
would be a huge benefit as we grew.
But we could never have imagined
how truly significant this would be.
In a few short months we built
our walls, leased our studios to
many wonderful artists, and formed
partnerships with several of these
extraordinary groups. The brainpower housed under this roof is an
invaluable resource, not only to us,

but to the entire Cleveland Heights
community, and beyond.
While our future is in question,
we are determined to move forward
with our programming, and continue
to develop these blossoming relationships with our fellow tenants and the
merchants up and down Coventry
Road.
We are honored to be in such
good company and thrilled to be part
of such an important part of the community. The outpouring of support
from residents has been truly inspiring, and we hope that there are good
things in store for everyone. We will
continue to provide our services to
our artists, grow our programming,
launch our classes, and cultivate new
relationships that bring value to our
organization, the local economy, and
to the lives of our ARTFUL artists.
On behalf of our executive director, Shannon Morris, and the entire
ARTFUL board, we thank you.
Brady Dindia
ARTFUL board president
University Heights

forum continued from page 1

entities.
Questions will also address
court responsibilities that may not
relate directly to housing. Audience
members will have an opportunity to submit questions after the
structured portion of the forum,
and candidates have been invited to
display campaign materials and talk
with attendees after the meeting is
adjourned.
Greater Cleveland Congregations is a non-partisan coalition of

faith communities and partner organizations in Cuyahoga County, working together for social justice and as a
catalyst for systematic change. Nine
faith communities and partner organizations from Cleveland Heights are
members of GCC.
Jean Sylak is a Cleveland Heights resident
and a member of the Clevland Heights
Housing Committee of Greater Cleveland
Congregations, which is sponsoring this
event.
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big improvements
are coming!

Businesses are open and
Special Events will be happening!

Visit www.cedarfairmount.org or our Facebook Page
for Streetscape Construction & Event Updates.
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VALET PARKING AVAILABLE!
Wed, Thur, Fri 4 pm to 9 pm
CEDAR FAIRMOUNT
FALL FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 22, 2017
2

ing
Upcom
!
Events
Concert on the Green
Thursday, June 22

Music Hop

Friday, September 8th

Fall Festival

Sunday, October 22nd

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Saturday, November 25th

CRAFT MART

Tuesday, December 5th

Free Parking on
Weekends During
Construction
www.heightsobserver.org
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Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

courtesy Brady Dindia

216-321-6639

Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park and Playground.

The Coventry P.E.A.C.E. playground
was created 23 years ago by a group
of passionate and engaged citizens, in
collaboration with the school board
and city of Cleveland Heights.
S i n ce t h a t t i m e , C o v e n t y
P.E.A.C.E., a nonprofit organization,
has endured. Its volunteer members
are stewards of the park, caring for
the grounds, gardens and play equipment through biannual park work
days.
Coventry park is really a campus,
as it encompasses the multi-use Coventry School building, the park itself,
the ball field, the P.E.A.C.E. arch,
the Coventry Village Library and the
south entrance to Coventry Village.
The park serves at times as a
soccer and Frisbee field, a summer
movie theater, an amphitheater for
Shakespeare plays, a great sledding
hill for little kids, a gathering place
for a drum circle, a concert venue,
a place for outdoor yoga classes, a
reading garden for library patrons, a
place to meet neighbors, a place to
make friends and a place where one
can just “be.” Per square foot it is

french FRIES

Power Lift Recliner

All sizes / All colors / On sale

Coventry P.E.A.C.E. park is an
essential community asset
Erick Kauffman

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Buckeye
Medical Supply
Here to help since 1962

the most-used ground in Cleveland
Heights.
Coventry park is a stunning
green space. Green space is vital to
our well-being as individuals and as a
community. Once we lose it, we don’t
get green space back, ever.
Coventry park is a vital asset
to Cleveland Heights. It is one of
those things that makes Cleveland
Heights—“Cleveland Heights.” Loss
of the park would harm the soul of
our community.
The members of Coventr y
P.E.A.C.E. are committed to the
preservation of the park and green
space. We look forward to working
with the school board, the city and
other citizens to find a way to make
the park and green space an enduring
asset of our community.
The future of this great space
will depend on the involvement of
engaged community members. I hope
that you will be one of them.

216-291-4000

Visit our showroom

1495 Warrensville Center Road, South Euclid
(500 feet south of Mayfield Road)

Erick Kauffman, a Cleveland Heights resident, is president of Coventry P.E.A.C.E.,
parent of Heights High graduates, a family
physician and community health center
medical director.

Authentic Yoga

for Body, Mind & Spirit!

so

DELICIOUS
you’ll go

CROSS-EYED
30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP

$59

Best French Fries in NE Ohio
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi

(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY)
2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.
(216) 371-9760
www.atmacenter.com

Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family
Friendly Restaurant

@atmacenter108
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Experiences are key to learning
Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

A Teacher’s
Voice

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com
Ari Klein

MJM Window Restoration

This summer, my wife and I are
taking our first vacation without
kids in 23 years. We have been fortunate to have taken our daughters
all around the world. They have
experienced cities, mountains,
oceans, museums, and more. Travel
enables people to see the world in
new and different ways, and provides background for new learning.
We also exposed them to
whatever enriching things we
could in the Cleveland area, visiting parks, museums, zoos, going to concerts and plays, music
lessons, camps, and much more.
Our daughters had every possible
advantage and incorporated their
varied experiences into their learning in and out of school.
I recently visited one of our
union-sponsored classes, put on by
teachers for teachers, where there
was a discussion about early-age
reading. What would a first-grader
be able to understand? What contextual clues would help one to
comprehend the text?
The examples were easy for an
adult to decipher and understand,
but only because our experience
helps us to do so, even when we
don’t realize it. The class participants picked apart various
sentences and discussed what
knowledge the reader would need
in order to understand the text.
One example referenced an art
gallery. If a child sounding out that
word had never seen an art exhibition, the child would probably not
understand it.
One of the teachers mentioned that he has had students
who have never left Cleveland
Heights, visited a museum, or seen
Lake Erie, and other colleagues
concurred. When we talk about
poverty affecting children’s poor
scores on standardized tests, this
lack of access [to enrichment
opportunities] for many of our
children is one of the root causes.
Our students are as smart as
any, but many do not have the
same opportunities for enrichment that my own kids had.
Their parents or guardians want
all that is best for their children,
but may not have the means or

Preserve the historic look of your home.
. sticky windows . cracked glass
. broken ropes . weather stripping

(216) 321-7229 • mjmwindowrestoration.com

F R E E C A r n i va l

SUMMERFEST
Sat, Aug 5 · 5-9pm
food · kid activities · games
for more info visit

chsaviour.org

2537 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Are your
summer
yard projects
not going
as planned?
NOT READY FOR A YARD OR
GARDEN MAKEOVER? Our landscape
maintenance services give you
the gradual upgrades you want,
without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few
clever changes today will
enhance the way you
enjoy your yard and
garden tomorrow.

backgrounds to be able to give it to
them.
For many of our students, school
is tough because they do not have
the reference of experience [to understand] basic contextual clues that
are inherent in even the simplest of
texts.
This is not an excuse, but a reality [indicative] of the hard work our
teachers must do every day to fill in
these [experiential] gaps as much as
possible. This is why teaching reading and writing is not a simple task,
but one [that requires] enormous
attention to detail.
Picking apart a basic sentence
and being able to help students
[gain whatever] hidden knowledge
is [needed to understand it] is not
simple work. Teachers must challenge every preconceived notion of
a child’s experience. Imagine teaching children with identified special
needs, some of whom are new to
this country and to English, and
children like mine, all in the same
class.
My wife and I are proud of our
children, and know that we have
been fortunate in being able to offer them a wide variety of enriching
experiences. Our children grew up in
a home [full] of books, with parents
who have master’s degrees and time
to spend with them. We do not love
our children more than parents in
our community who have not been
able to provide [their children] with
[similar] experiences.
Our students are hungry to
learn and excel, but grow frustrated
at times. This is our biggest challenge—one that requires flexibility
and resources in a time when less
support is offered by the state and
federal governments.
We don’t need the next “new
educational thing” that will fix us.
We need more people in our community to understand the impact
of poverty, and to volunteer in our
schools.
We also need to continue our
work in the school district developing partnerships with community
agencies that offer school-based services to broaden opportunities for
our students.
Poverty does not have to mean
there is no hope, but it does mean
that our students need more resources and time.
Ari Klein is a lifelong community member, math teacher at Cleveland Heights
High School, and president of the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union.

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
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Choosing the words we use
Heights of
Democracy

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

Every human language is constantly
changing, as people grapple with
explaining, describing and understanding our world. This is a good
thing; languages that never change
die. The words we choose to label
ideas, objects and people evolve,
and our usage changes the words
themselves.
Of course, as we are all aware,
this is not strictly an organic process. Powerful players go to great
lengths (with great means at their
disposal) to change the meanings
of words in ways both subtle and
not.
For instance, we now have the
“sharing economy.” This moniker
is used to describe relatively new
arrangements whereby people rent
out space (in their homes, in the
case of Airbnb) or charge for services (providing taxi service in their
personal vehicles, as with Uber and
Lyft). If this co-optation of “sharing” to denote commercial relationships sticks, it will be interesting
to see how we eventually describe
an act of generosity that does not
involve payment.

the common good. We love our public
libraries so much that we consistently
vote to raise our own taxes to support
them. In what sense, then, are we
customers?
Last April, our guest columnist
Greg Coleridge reviewed some of
the challenges we face in rebuilding
the infrastructure of democracy, stating: “A culture that . . . worships ‘the
market’ as the sole route to financial
and economic salvation . . . denigrates
anything that is ‘public’ as inefficient,
wasteful, outdated and dangerous;
[and] celebrates anything ‘private’ as
efficient, modern and safe.” [www.
heightsobserver.org/read/2017/03/30/
rebuilding-the-infrastructure-of-democracy.]
Let’s be thoughtful about the
words we choose to describe human
relationships and public institutions.
Not everything can be bought and
sold. Let’s try to use language that
makes that clear.

Examples move in the other
direction, too, when commercial
language is adopted to designate
personal, philosophical or civic
concepts: charities solicit “investments” in their good works; we
speak without irony of “the marketplace of ideas”; and we are no
longer “patients” but health care
consumers.
Is questioning the way words
are chosen and used just engaging in
semantics? Maybe, but semantics really matter. Try to envision someone
undergoing heart surgery as a health
care consumer. A patient on the operating table deserves our sympathy
and care. Does a consumer?
At many public libraries, including ours in Cleveland Heights
and University Heights, we are now
designated “customers” rather than
“library patrons.” This is despite
the fact that primary meanings of
“patron” are supporter and funder,
and library-using citizens are both
of these. The word “customer” denotes a commercial relationship of
buying and selling. It’s unlikely most
of us see ourselves as engaging in
commerce when we borrow a book
or research a subject—or when we
vote “Yes” on a levy to fund library
operations. Do we regard librarians as sales associates? Heights
residents value our library system
as a public asset supported by the
entire community and operated for

Updates to past columns:
“The Coventry School site: in whose
interest?” (July 2017): On June 26,
we attended a joint meeting of the
CH-UH Board of Education and CH
City Council, at which City Manager
Tanisha Briley announced that the
city’s RFQ for development of the
Coventry property now includes
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) stating that current tenants
of the building will be permitted occupancy until at least June 30, 2018.
This alleviates the immediate threat
to those organizations’ announced

programming and operations for the
2017–18 season. A public forum to
discuss possible plans for Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Park and the Coventry
School building was held on July 27.
According to city council, it will not
issue the RFQ/RFP before it meets
on Sept. 11.
“Take back the CH Building
Department” (July 2016): At the
July 3 CH Council Committee of
the Whole meeting, Cleveland
Heights Council Member Kahlil
Seren mentioned that he has been
discussing with a member of the
South Euclid City Council the possible establishment of a regional
building commission to satisfy the
building inspection requirements
of several area municipalities.
Seren said he will have more to
report on the subject soon. Last
year, CH Mayor Cheryl Stephens
and Council Member Carol Roe
had expressed interest in this idea
as well. Now that the city has contracted out its building operations
to SAFEBuilt, a Colorado-based
corporation, for a full year, council’s
public health and safety committee plans to evaluate SAFEBuilt’s
performance.
Our column is archived here:
www.heightsobserver.org/read/opinion
blogs/columns/heights-of-democracy/.
Carla Rautenberg is an activist and
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident.
Deborah Van Kleef is a musician and
writer, who has lived in Cleveland
Heights for most of her life. Contact them
at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

YOUR VOTE COUNTS:
Tuesday, November 7
RE-ELECT
Melissa Yasinow
RETAIN
Mike Ungar

YASINOW | UNGAR
Cleveland Heights City Council:

WORKING FOR YOU!

Paid for by Yasinow For Council, Treasurer Jennifer Jaketic, 2964 Washington Blvd., Cleveland Hts., Ohio 44118
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University Heights News

University Heights City Council

Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath,
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

1103161.1

meeting highlights
JUNE 19, 2017
Present were Mayor Susan Infeld, Vice Mayor
Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela
Cameron, Philip Ertel, John Rach, Michele
Weiss and Mark Wiseman. Steven Sims
arrived after roll call, and Ertel left during
public comments. Also present were Law
Director Luke McConville, Finance Director
William Sheehan, and Clerk of Council Kelly
Thomas. The meeting was held from 7 p.m. to
approximately 12:15 a.m.

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings.
When you have a State Farm car and a State Farm
home, get ready to drive around with a big, moneysaving State Farm smile.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™
CALL ME TODAY.
®

Public comments
Shooting on Silsby Road: Multiple residents addressed council regarding a
shooting, which occurred at 3750 Silsby
Road at about 1:30 [on a] Sunday morning. This was the third shooting in University Heights in six months. Nobody was
injured, but bullets penetrated a neighboring house and a car. Police Chief Steve
Hammett reported that the likely target of
the shooting was a renter who moved out
the next day. Tony Gianelli of Silsby Road
asked if there are any rules for landlords of
rental units. Hammett said that the criminal
nuisance abatement law takes effect with
two or more prosecutable cited violations
in one year.
Firefighters: A Cedarbrook Road resident called the vote of no confidence by the
firefighters against Chief Douglas Zook a low
mark in the city’s history. She advocated that
he be removed immediately and that training and services be restored. Mayor Infeld
and Councilman Sims asked for copies of
documents that were being distributed in the
community by the firefighters. Law Director
McConville reminded council that, as the firefighters are about to begin negotiating their
contract, this might be an effort to engage in
public negotiations.
Win Weiser of Jackson Boulevard read
a prepared statement discussing finances and
safety. On behalf of the taxpayers she asked
for answers regarding the high number of
runs to East Cleveland, the lack of equipment
updates, staffing shortages, and the delays of
paperwork for the 2013 FEMA grant which
could result in penalties. She questioned why
the city’s staffing levels are so far below the
maximum levels per the Ohio Revised Code.
She also asked that the mayor’s role be
separated from the safety director role and
for minimum staffing levels to be written into
the ordinances—not just the maximum, as it
is currently. At this point council approved
a motion by Councilman Wiseman that an
item be added to the agenda to discuss these
allegations.
Keith Ganner, president of the firefighter’s union and a 30-year veteran of the
force, addressed council, saying that the
force has always been held in high regard by
neighboring departments, but that Zook has
declined to participate with neighboring city’s
issues when other communities have stepped
forward. He also said that Zook declined to
apply for the FEMA grant for training, and
has no plan to replace aging equipment,
including the city’s ladder truck.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Improvements outside,
Perfection inside.
2482 Fairmount Blvd • Cleve Hts, OH 44106
216 . 2 31. 8 5 8 5 • l u n a b a ke r y c a fe . c o m

Don’t miss out on Luna Bakery
Cafe’s perfect baked-from-scratch
treats during Cedar Fairmount’s
improvement project.

Congratulations

Heights High
Class of 2017

Cleveland Heights High School graduated 355
students in May. The Class of 2017 received awards
and scholarships totaling more than $11.6 million
from colleges and universities in addition to local
community organizations and families. The new
Heights graduates will be attending the following
colleges and universities.
Allegheny College
Barton College
Berklee College of Music
Bowling Green State University
Brown Aveda Institute
Case Western Reserve University
Central State University
Cleveland Institute of Art
Cleveland State University
College for Creative Studies
College of Wooster
Cuyahoga Community College
DePaul University
DeVry University
Eastern Michigan University
Hampshire College
Herkimer County Community College
Hiram College
Howard University
John Carroll University
Kent State University
Kenyon College
Lake Erie College
Loyola University Chicago
Miami University

North Carolina Central University
Notre Dame College
Oberlin College
Ohio University
Ohio Wesleyan University
Owens Community College
Prairie View A&M University
Queen’s University
Smith College
The Evergreen State College
The Ohio State University
Tiffin University
United States Army
United States Marines
University of Akron
University of Cincinnati
University of Massachusetts Boston
University of Michigan
University of Texas at Austin
University of Toledo
Wheeling Jesuit University
Wilmington College
Wright State University
Xavier University
Yeshiva University
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Building commissioner sworn in
James McReynolds was sworn in as the new
building commissioner. He has been the acting building commissioner, and previously
served as building commissioner in other
communities.
Swensons restaurant
Swensons’ representatives gave a presentation of their building design and expectations. They took steps to reduce noise and
lighting spread beyond the property. They
also expanded the parking spaces for Jack’s
Deli, and took care to design a logical traffic
pattern to reduce backups and confusion.
The primary concern from council regarded
cars making a right turn onto Fenway Road
and increasing traffic into the residential
streets. Police Chief Hammett reported that
he had spent a few hours counting cars in
the lot and found that very few turned right.
He and the representatives of Swensons
preferred that no restrictions be made at
this time, noting that signs could be added
later if there was an issue. It was noted that
people who want to exit onto Green Road
will usually go through the shopping center
to the traffic signal onto Green instead of taking Fenway. The people using Fenway Road
are the residents of the neighborhood. The
design was approved as presented.
[The LWV observer left the meeting
at this point. A break was called at 9:45
p.m. The observer reviewed the remaining
agenda items with the clerk of council. The
Sun Press published an extensive article on
June 22 regarding the added agenda item
to discuss concerns of the firefighters.]
3886 Silsby Road
Council declared the home at 3886 Silsby
Road to be a public nuisance due to its severely deteriorated condition. This enables
the city to move forward with having the
house torn down.
Next meeting
The next council meeting will take place on
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 7 p.m., unless a special
meeting is scheduled.
LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.
Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are abstracted from LWV observers’ written reports. The summaries have been edited and
prepared by Anne McFarland, Charlene
Morse and Maryann Barnes. To receive
e-mail postings of full reports, send an email to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join
through Google groups using “lwv-chuh
observer reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public
meetings and are not official statements
of the Heights Chapter of the League of
Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must accompany any redistribution
of these reports.

Zoma

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste – you are ours”
POWER WASHING COMPANY

• exterior home

washing
• driveway &
concrete washing
• Roof cleaning

• Fence & deck
cleaning

• Brick cleaning
• Shed & gazebo
cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S

LEADING POWER
WASH COMPANY

. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)
. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,
lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)
. Coffee ceremony
. Gluten Free options
We cater for all your events (office/private)
www.zomacleveland.com
Mention this Ad get 20% off (12pm-4pm)

Call Now to SChedule:

216-267-WASH (9274)
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Workshop considers Triangle district’s future
More than 50 people gathered at
Disciples Christian Church on July
9 to describe, in words and sketches,
how the Triangle district could be
revitalized. The business district,
sometimes referred to as Center
Mayfield, comprises a triangular
area around the meeting points of
Mayfield, Noble and Warrensville
Center roads, and is characterized
by light industry, restaurants, insurance agencies, personal grooming
and home furnishings stores, repair
and specialty shops, and office space.
Institutions, including Noble
Elementary School and Noble Neighborhood Library, anchor the district,
and city of Cleveland Heights-owned
properties cover significant acreage.
Among the city’s holdings in the
district are an impound lot, the sewer
division’s offices and service yard, CH
Police Precinct number 4, a carpenter
shop, a salt shed, a large aggregatestorage yard and a small office building.
The large vacant parcels in
the Triangle have recently inspired
some to consider how the entire
district could be reimagined. There
are three vacant lots of more than
an acre apiece—a city-owned lot at
Glenwood and Noble roads, a large
parcel to the rear of the storefronts
along Mayfield at South Noble Road,
and the recently cleared site of the
building that housed the Center
Mayfield Theater. The two privately
owned lots are for sale.
The “Envision a New Triangle
District” workshop was opened by
a leader of Noble Neighbors, the
nonprofit community group. Roger
Bliss, the FutureHeights (FH) Civic
Engagement Committee’s co-chair,
discussed urban design principles,
Coventry continued from page 1

Resident Noelle Celeste delivered a
petition containing 892 signatures in
support of keeping the park a part of
the community. She stated that the
groups housed in the Coventry building are “not tenants, but partners,” and
called what they have created in the
community “unique” and “organic.”
Other residents said they like
the Coventry site the way it is, and
suggested that the city look into
ways of improving it. They questioned whether redeveloping it into
something new would be beneficial.
Evie Rosen-Morris, a longtime CH
resident, stated that the “community
needs an arts center.” She described
the building as a gathering place, “the
soul of our community,” and implored
the city to “please leave this space.”
This public forum occurred in
the wake of the CH-UH City School
District’s May 10 announcement
that it would pursue the sale of the
Coventry School site, once home to
Coventry Elementary School. The
district closed the school in 2007, and
it has since become a hub for various
community organizations, all but
one of which are nonprofit. Current
tenants are Ensemble Theatre, Family Connections, Artful Cleveland,

courtesy Brenda H. May

Brenda H. May

Barb Sosnowski presents her team’s vision for the Triangle district. Don McBride listens in.

particularly pedestrian-scale features
and practices. Tim Boland, the city’s
economic development director,
described the financial tools the city
uses to foster development, and Suzanne Meltzer, of RDL Architects,
set out the framework for workshop
activities.
Under a string of triangular pennant banners, participants formed
four working groups which were
led by Meltzer and Bliss, along with
Gregory Soltis of RDL Architects,
City Architecture’s Alex Pesta, and
FH Civic Engagement Committee
member Lisa Hong.
In the first exercise, participants
described what they would like to see
added to or limited in the Triangle
district. Attendees said they wanted
to see mixed-use development that
would include quality restaurants
and entertainment features, as well as
space for office, retail and light industrial uses. Outdoors, people said they

would like to see new streetscaping,
patio-style dining, and performance
venues. Participants imagined events
during which Short Noble, the block
of Noble Road between Mayfield and
Glenwood roads, could be temporarily closed to vehicular traffic.
Housing variety, sustainability, parking considerations and the
concept of placemaking showed up
in the small groups’ presentations.
Participants also considered how the
district might provide opportunities
for various populations, such as the
aging, refugees, teens and children,
artists, workers in skilled trades, and
employees of the district’s existing
businesses.
Workshop participants wanted
to see the neighborhood beautified,
with gardens, storefront renovations, gathering spaces, and mural
or sculpture installations. One group
suggested triangle-shaped arches
over the streets, to designate the Tri-

Reaching Heights, FutureHeights,
Lake Erie Ink, Urban Oak School and
Coventry Children’s Center.
On June 5, CH City Council
authorized the execution of a nonbinding letter of intent with the school
district, according to which the district will sell the property to the city
for $1 once a developer is selected.
The school district has estimated
that $1 million dollars in repairs for
the Coventry site will be needed in
the near future, including a new roof,
new wooden play structure for the
park, plumbing and HVAC updates,
and new windows.
In the aftermath of its decision
to sell the site, the district opted to
convert its Coventry building tenants to month-to-month leases at
the beginning of July, rather than
renew their yearly leases. This created uncertain futures for tenants
and, along with other members of
the community, they began to speak
out during Cleveland Heights City
Council meetings in June. Council
requested that the city enter into
an agreement with the tenants that
would guarantee their ability to stay
in the building through June 30, 2018.
The city intends to do so through
a Memorandum of Understanding

which tenants are waiting to receive.
The tenants are working with
their boards of directors, and other
community volunteers with expertise
in city planning, architecture and
marketing, to research the viability
of developing the Coventry site as
an arts, culture and education center.
The group, which also is working with
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. (the volunteer
group that built and maintains the
playground), Heights Libraries and
the Coventry Village Special Improvement District, has branded
itself Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus.
The city has invited Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Campus to present its
ideas to CH City Council on Sept. 11.
At the July 17 city council meeting, Jack Valancy, a member of the
Ensemble Theatre Board of Directors and spokesperson for the group,
addressed council members. He
thanked council for giving Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus “the time
to evaluate our needs and develop
our vision for a redeveloped Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus that would
include an art center, Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. playground and park, and
medium-density housing compatible
with the Coventry neighborhood.”
Valancy stated that his group has
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angle as a gateway to the city. Every
group expressed concern about the
city-owned buildings and properties.
The disrepair of the building that
fronts Warrensville Center Road,
and the visibility of the materials
piled behind it, were unanimously
considered deterrents to development.
In addition to Boland, other city
of Cleveland Heights officials who
attended were Richard Wong, Cleveland Heights planning director, and
City Council members Carol Roe,
Michael Unger and Mayor Cheryl
Stephens. They joined in discussions
about how city services could be
restructured to better support new
development in the district.
Sketches of redevelopment ideas
were drawn by each group on maps
of the district. A compendium of the
ideas, possibilities and dreams that
came out of the workshop will be
viewable at www.nobleneighbors.com.
Residents, business and property
owners, and city officials are invited
to offer additional input there, and
developers and investors will be able
to learn what kinds of projects would
gain the widest support from the
community.
Workshop participants said that
they felt energized by the intensity and
imagination they experienced in their
work groups. Triangle-shaped cookies, chips and cut fruit prepared by
Jeanette Carr contributed to the sense
of whimsy, creativity and hopefulness, and lively discussions continued
during the after-workshop party at
Christopher’s Pub, a Triangle business.
Brenda H. May is one of the leaders of
Noble Neighbors (www.nobleneighbors.
com), and she opened the Triangle district
workshop.
collected 242 surveys from Coventry
neighbors to gather data on use of
the playground, park and Coventry
building organizations’ programs.
An online survey is here: http://coventrypeacecampus.org/sign-up/take-oursurvey/.
Three girls, Sophia Ahmadadeen,
11; Jana Gustin, 11; and Chloe Gustin, 8,
also addressed council on July 17. They
expressed their sadness at learning that
the site would be sold, and said that
they had collected 529 signatures from
neighbors who want to keep the playground and park “an active community
space.” An online version of the petition is here: http://coventrypeacecampus.
org/sign-up/sign-the-petition-to-save-p-e-ac-e-park-playground/.
Coventry P.E.A.C.E Campus has
created a new website for the Coventry
school tenants and a Facebook page .
Video of the public forum will air
on the city’s cable channel, Channel
20, at 7 p.m., beginning July 31, and is
posted on the city’s YouTube channel
at https://www.youtube.com/user/ClevelandHeightsOH.
Connor O’Brien is a senior majoring in
communication and minoring in English
at John Carroll University. He is currently
an intern for the Heights Observer..
www.heightsobserver.org
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Cleveland Heights City Council

City hires communications director

meeting highlights

Sewer system consent decree and
sewer rates
Two resolutions dealing with the overhaul
of the city’s sanitary sewer system and rates
received second readings and passed, with
Stein voting against both. Stein also proposed
an amendment to the consent decree with
the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the Ohio EPA, which would
have eliminated the “emergency” clause in
the legislation. This failed, with only Stein and
Seren voting for the amendment.
Passing these resolutions as an “emergency” effectively cuts off any citizen attempt
to have a referendum on the matter in the
future, but speeds up implementation, thereby
meeting the time frame required by the federal
and state agencies. If they are delayed 30
days, there appears to be a real possibility
that the EPA would take the city to court.
A long discussion among council members included the participation of Law Director Jim Juliano and City Manager Tanisha
Briley. They discussed the difficulties with the
emergency clause and the large increases
in rates, which will be hard on lower income
residents. In the end, it was decided that this
should not be a test case for the use of the
emergency provision and that council should
dig into this issue in the near future. There
will be 40 percent discounts available to
homestead-eligible senior citizens and families below 200 percent of the poverty rate.

held from 7:46 p.m. to 8:14 p.m., with Vice
Mayor Stein presiding.
Public comments
City policies and procedures regarding rape
victims: A woman who was raped in May
requested establishment of a citizen panel
to review the police department’s handling
of trauma victims. She suggested that a lack
of trust leads to underreporting of incidents
of rape, and that education and training in
treating victims with respect and compassion
would help restore faith in the department’s
ability to protect the public. Police Chief Annette Mecklenburg was present and spoke
with the woman after she made her comments.
Council’s Public Safety and Health Committee
will be looking into the matter.
Former Coventry School: University
Heights resident Brady Dindia, board president of ARTFUL, thanked council for recent efforts to include the current tenants of Coventry
School in ongoing discussions regarding the
future of the building.
Top of the Hill development
Council authorized a non-binding memorandum of understanding with Flaherty & Collins
Development Inc. concerning the “Top of the
Hill” development.

The city of Cleveland Heights announced in a July 17 press release
that Mary Trupo has been hired as
its director of communications and
community engagement.
Trupo comes to the city from
Washington, D.C., where she most
recently was senior advisor and director in the Office of Public Affairs for
the International Trade Administration (ITA) in the U.S. Department
of Commerce. She has previously
worked in communications for the
National Association of Realtors and
the American Public Transportation
Association.
The press release states that
Trupo is skilled in the development
of effective marketing, outreach and
communication strategies. In her last
position she oversaw the production,
marketing and distribution of newsletters, web content, talking points
and speeches.

Medical marijuana ordinance
Council heard the first reading of a measure
enacting Chapter 711, “Medical Marijuana,”
of the city ordinances. This is in response to
passage of a state law that took effect in
September 2016 approving a medical marijuana control program under which licensed
medical marijuana entities, including cultivators, processors, dispensaries and testing
laboratories, can legally operate within Ohio.
The law gives cities the power to regulate and
license such entities. Council Member Seren
encouraged public input on this measure
before its final passage.
Update on Charter Review Commission
Council Member Roe reported that the city
received 57 applications for the commission,
19 of which were submitted by women. She
stated that the applicants come from every city
ward and represent the diversity of Cleveland
Heights.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online at www.heightsobserver.org.

Cleveland
Heights
Landmarks

See disclaimer on page 6.

Ken Goldberg

Advertise in the Observer

For most of its life, the building
at 3130 Mayfield Road was Temple
on the Heights (aka Temple B’nai
Jeshurun), a Conservative Jewish
congregation, and one of the two
earliest synagogues to be situated in
a Cleveland suburb.
Indeed, B’nai Jeshurun marked
the first stage of Jewish community
migration away from the city.
Recognized for its 12-sided
central dome, the building features
a multi-faceted red tile roof and twoand-a-half story arcaded entry loggia,
beautifully accenting the eclectic
building which shows both Byzantine
and Romanesque influences.
With its later, matching chapel
wing, here is a sprawling extravaganza which, due to pressure from
the Rockefeller family, was nearly
constructed at a site in East Cleve-

do you like the

Heights Observer?
Your donation helps to keep it coming

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain
the Observer and other important projects.
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All proceeds are returned to the community
through programming by FutureHeights.

donate now by joining FutureHeights
at bit.ly/observer-backer
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“Mary Trupo has everything that
we have been looking for to improve
our communication to our residents
and to expand our image throughout
the Greater Cleveland area,” said City
Manager Tanisha Briley.
Trupo is a native Clevelander
with a Bachelor of Science in business
administration from Old Dominion
University and graduate studies in
public policy at American University.
Kim Sergio Inglis, editor-in-chief of the
Heights Observer, adapted this article
from a city of Cleveland Heights press
release.

New Spirit Revival Center

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

The Observer is published as a non-profit project.

Mary Trupo

Temple on the Heights in the 1920s

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
JULY 3, 2017
Five council members were present: Vice
Mayor Jason Stein, Carol Roe, Kahlil Seren,
Michael N. Ungar and Melissa Yasinow.
Mayor Cheryl Stephens and Council Member
Mary Dunbar were absent. The meeting was

courtesy city of cleveland heights

Public comments
Citizen comments lasted for the first 70 minutes of the meeting. Approximately 75–80
people were in attendance.
Former Coventry School: Nineteen citizens, many of whom represented tenants of
the former Coventry School building, spoke
about the proposed sale of the building to
the city of Cleveland Heights for the purpose
of finding a developer to redevelop the site.
They commented on the importance of the
building for the many tenants, many of whom
are working in the arts. [A full account of their
comments can be found in the online version
of this report.]

Kim Sergio Inglis

courtesy b’nai jeshurun

JUNE 19, 2017
All council members were present: Mayor
Cheryl L. Stephens, Vice Mayor Jason Stein,
Mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil Seren,
Michael N. Ungar and Melissa Yasinow.
The meeting was held from 7:50 p.m. to
10:23 p.m.
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land, at Coventry and Superior roads.
Charles R. Greco designed the
original section of the building,
completed in 1926. Braverman &
Halperin designed the 1956 wing.
The building is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places and was
designated a Cleveland Heights
Landmark in 1985.
In the 1980s, after the Jewish
congregation moved to Pepper Pike,
Paran Management redeveloped the
property into The Civic. It housed
offices for arts-related organizations,
a live theater, space for entertainment venues, and space where several
Christian congregations held services.
Eventually, New Spirit Revival, one of
those congregations, purchased and
took over the building.
Ken Goldberg is a member of the Cleveland Heights Landmark Commission,
which preserves and protects buildings,
works of art and other objects of historical or architectural value to the community. The seven members are appointed to
three-year terms by Cleveland Heights
City Council.

www.heightsobserver.org
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connor o’brien

South African Journeys
Cleveland Heights City Council members Carol Roe, Michael Ungar and Melissa Yasinow, along with
city employees and residents, cut the ribbon to celebrate Turtle Park’s remodeling.

Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious

cleveland heights owned

Ribbon-cutting celebrates
remodeled Turtle Park
Connor O’Brien

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

woodtraderframing.com

On July 2, a ribbon-cutting ceremony
celebrated the remodeling of Turtle
Park.
Also known as the Euclid Tot
Lot, Turtle Park sits on the corner
of Euclid Heights Boulevard, Hampshire Road and Overlook Road. The
park is designed primarily for children ages 2–5, and is known for its
signature turtle structure, which sits
in the middle of the park.
In March 2017, Cleveland Heights
City Council approved a contract of
just over $66,000 to remodel the
park. The Cleveland Heights Parks
and Recreation Department funded
the work, which included installing
new seating, playground equipment
and shading, while maintaining the
park’s original layout.
Cleveland Heights residents,
members of the city’s parks and recreation department, and other city
staff attended the July 2 ceremony
that introduced the newly remodeled
Turtle Park to the public.

Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.

Now scheduling tours

CH Council members Melissa
Yasinow and Michael Ungar both
noted that the remodeled park will
have a positive impact on the community as a whole, and especially on
the surrounding neighborhood, with
its younger demographic.
Joe McRae, director of CH parks
and recreation, thanked the city and
the community for their support of
the remodeling.
McRae pointed out a few new
features of Turtle Park, including the
shade canopy, which received a positive reaction at the ribbon-cutting
ceremony and was a direct request
from the community.
He also noted that the sandbox
now has artifacts in it for children
to find, and that the there is a new
turtle, which kids in the community
are rumored to be calling “Shelly.”

Call or email for details
janetkious@sbcglobal.net

216-321-1442
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WHAT’S IMPORTANT
TO YOU?

Connor O’Brien is a senior majoring in
communication and minoring in English
at John Carroll University. He is currently
an intern for the Heights Observer.

LET’S TALK AT MY NEXT
MEET & GREET.

A million choices
– all of them good

My name is Tas Nadas, and I’m running for
Cleveland Heights City Council. I look forward to
talking to you at one of my Meet & Greet events.
Visit tnadas.org - click on events for
times and locations.

Put your favorite things where
everybody can see them.

T. NADAS
Cleveland Heights City Council

Get $20 off on
framing over $100

TNADAS.ORG

(One discount per visit)
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Mural adds vibrancy to
Cedar Taylor corner
8000 Square feEt of supervised play
in south euclid

Honest and Fair

12 months
as cash!

Kitchens & Baths
 Windows  Roofing
Porch Repair
Specializing in residential
driveways & masonry

Siding

URBAN OAK
Early Childhood and Elementary School

Now Enrolling!

Kevin Smith of CTDA

216.397.6349

Contact Urban Oak Today!

Developing Head, Heart & Hands
Cedar Taylor Development Association (CTDA) commissioned artist Thomas Conger to install a mural in the Cedar Taylor Business District. Conger completed the mural, on the west
façade of the building at the southwest corner of Cedar and Taylor roads, on July 2. CTDA,
a grassroots group of property owners, merchants and residents with the common goal of
beautifying and enhancing the neighborhood, selected Conger in fall 2016 from among those
who responded to its call for artists. Over the past few years, CTDA has been implementing
streetscape elements, such as planters, benches, bike racks and signs. The group decided to
commission artwork to complement its other efforts, further enhancing the physical environment
and bringing vibrancy to the area. CTDA and the FutureHeights Neighborhood Mini-Grants
program supported this project.

Urban Oak School is inspired by the Waldorf philosophy
and offers programs for children 18 months through 6th grade.

www.urbanoakschool.org

WOW!
216.397.3870 // 2843 Washington Blvd., // Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 44118

WADE OVAL WEDNESDAYS
JUNE 14- AUGUST 30 // 6-9PM

FREE Outdoor Concerts
In University Circle
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

FutureHeights plans two mini-grant info
sessions for prospective applicants
Sruti Basu

FutureHeights offers small grants of
up to $1,000 to residents of Cleveland Heights, to help fund projects
that improve the quality of life in
their community. The grants are intended to spur a wide variety of small,
grassroots community projects.
The next application deadline is
Friday, Sept. 15, at 5 p.m.
To learn more about the application process and grant guidelines, FutureHeights invites prospective applicants to attend one of two upcoming
information sessions: on Wednesday,
Aug. 16, 6 p.m., or Thursday, Aug.
24, 7 p.m. Both sessions will be held
at FutureHeights, 2843 Washington
Blvd., Cleveland Heights.

process 4-color
red: C=0 M=100 Y=96 K= 33
green: C=43 M=0 Y=34 K= 38
blue: C=57 M=0 Y=6 K= 19

Since the start of the program, in
fall 2015, FutureHeights has supported 16 neighborhood projects, awarding grants totaling approximately
$11,600. Visit www.futureheights.org/
programs/community-building-programs/
to learn about the projects FutureHeights has funded to date.
The FutureHeights Neighborhood Mini-Grants Program is guided
by a grant-making committee that
comprises seven Cleveland Heights
residents with a history of community
involvement. The committee reviews
and makes all grant decisions. For
more information, e-mail sbasu@futureheights.org, or call 216-320-1423.
Sruti Basu is the director of communitybuilding programs at FutureHeights.

Free	
  books	
  mailed	
  	
  
to	
  your	
  young	
  child!	
  

CircleTrek
IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

FREE Guided Walking
Tours of University Circle
Saturdays, June 17-October 28
Departing 10:30 am
from the Information
Center on Wade Oval

CHOOSE YOUR PATH
Discover stories of
innovation in science,
the arts, and education
with CircleWalk,
University Circle’s selfguided walking tour.

If	
  your	
  child	
  is	
  	
  
4	
  years	
  old	
  or	
  younger	
  
And	
  lives	
  in	
  	
  
44106,	
  44120,	
  CH-‐UH,	
  
East	
  Cle.,	
  Euclid	
  or	
  Shaker,	
  visit	
  

Visit UniversityCircle.org
to register!

heightsfamily.org	
  

Visit us at UniversityCircle.org
or CircleWalk.org // 216.707.5033
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community news
library renovation continued from page 1

With much of the outside work
finished, Heights Libraries’ contractor, Regency Construction, has
turned its efforts to the interior of
the building: drywall installation
in the upper and lower levels, and
installation of the elevator and air
handling units, ceramic tile on the
walls of the lower level restrooms,
and the ceiling grid.
The sprinkler line has also been
installed, and the work has passed
the mandated pressure test and city

inspection.
Final site work, including concrete sidewalks, curbs, asphalt, installation of fencing and final grading,
should be completed in August.
For updates on the University Heights Library renovation, visit
www.heightslibrary.org.
Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community relations manager for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public
Library System.

One step away from an amazing smile
Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

courtesy heights libraries

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY
Warm and Welcoming Office
Tailored to Busy Families
Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Gentle Comprehensive Care
Life Changing Smile Makeovers
Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders
Experience the Newest Technologies
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

216.321.2545

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

A new covered back entrance will make the library easily accessible from the parking lot.

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST
Since 1982

courtesy heights libraries

Honesty, Value and
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE
1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

The University Heights branch of Heights libraries renovation includes new small study rooms and
an office for the branch manager.

Express
your
Music
All Ages & Skill Levels!

Cleveland Magazine

Best Music Instruction

2015, 2016, 2017

5-Star Accredited
Preschool, Day School,
& Kindergarten

The Music Settlement is Generously Supported by:

Express
your
ABCs
Early Childhood Open House

Private Lessons, Classes, Ensembles:

Fall Open House for 2018-19

Music Instruction • Music Therapy
Arts for the Young • Inlet Dance Theatre

Sun. Nov. 12, 2017, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

www.TheMusicSettlement.org/all
Sort by age & enroll online!
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University Circle // Ohio City Campus: Fall 2018

Preschool • Day School • Kindergarten

216-421-5806 xt. 100
www.TheMusicSettlement.org

2017-18 Enrollment: call 216-421-5806 xt.160
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Community News
Heights High continued from page 1

tectural aspects of the building,
such as the iconic clock tower, brick
facade and ornate auditorium, have
been retained through the school’s
transformation into a contemporary
learning space.
Completely modernized from
the ground up, classrooms and labs
are now state-of-the-art, while musical, performing and visual arts all have
brand new, dedicated spaces.
Student-athletes and physical education classes will have access to the
latest athletic facilities and equipment,
including a community-accessible
swimming pool. [The school district
and the city of Cleveland Heights are

still working out the details on community access to the pool.]
With the high school project complete, the school district is now renovating Monticello and Roxboro middle
schools, to complete the first part of
Phase 1 of its Master Facilities Plan.
The renovations will ensure that
the middle school buildings operate
more efficiently, with planned updates to the HVAC, electrical systems
and technology. Each classroom will
receive new air conditioning, flooring, ceilings and paint in order to
enhance the learning environment
for students.
During construction, middle school

students will be consolidated into one
Heights Middle School on the Wiley
Campus until Monticello and Roxboro
schools reopen in August 2019.
“I know there has been much
discussion about the upcoming
renovations to our middle schools,”
said Dixon. “We have looked at all
of our options and determined that
the best path forward is to continue
with the modest renovations planned
for Monticello and Roxboro. The
work may not be to the extent of
what was envisioned several years
ago, but I believe the renovations
will make a difference in improving
the educational space we provide for

our students.
“Even in the midst of all the attention afforded the building projects,
our staff remains focused on providing
an excellent education for each and
every student. This month, our high
schoolers will be in a newly renovated
and modernized building, our middle
schoolers will come together on one
IB-authorized [International Baccalaureate] campus, and our youngest
students will be starting their journey
as members of Tiger Nation.”
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of communications for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District.

WASHINGTON & LEE
SERVICE, INC.
Customer Service is Our Priority

We Service Foreign/Domestic Cars &
Light Duty Trucks

Patio Now Open!
Ta vern C omp any

2299 Le e Rd .
C leve land Hei ghts

2080 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-371-2850

courtesy ch-uh city school district

(Formerly Brennan’s Colony)
-

Established since 1954 under
Washington & Lee Auto Service, Inc.

courtesy ch-uh city school district

The front facade of the high school has been restored to its former glory.

The new eight-lane pool is designed for community access with new locker rooms. The natatorium also
features mezzanine seating for spectators to enjoy competitive and synchronized swimming events.
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courtesy ch-uh city school district

Heights High continued from page 12

Eric Silverman

Eric Silverman

Each classroom features new furniture, a state-of-the-art sound system for voice amplification, and
a dedicated heating and cooling system for energy efficiency.

The historic clock tower has been restored.

The four-story atrium at the west entrance faces the football field and enables large amounts of
natural light to filter into the building.

We treat your yard like family

adam dew

Full Residential
Tree Services

A side view of the building showcases the sports field and the new additions to the rear of the building.

• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
• Deep Root
Fertilization
• 24-Hour Tree
Service

Free Estimates
440-463-7379
ISA Certified Arborist

Eric Silverman

ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

The detailed painting in the high school’s historic auditorium has been cleaned, and the flat sections
painted. The walls have been painted with complementary neutral colors.
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HRRC is always looking for new instructors Cleveland
David Brock

As fall approaches, the Home Repair
Resource Center (HRRC) is planning
a large selection of home improvement classes for inside and outside
the house. HRRC’s classes help
homeowners plan for insulation and

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

window projects, and teach them how
to prep their yards and lawns for the
autumn and winter months, among
many other topics.
HRRC is constantly on the
lookout for volunteer instructors for
home repair classes. The organization’s first-rate, newly revamped
teaching workshop gives instructors
an opportunity to impart their wisdom to others, and the lot next to the
HRRC building has become a great
location for teaching classes on yards
and home exteriors.
Those who possess the skills
needed to fix things around the house
don’t always realize how lucky they
are, and instructing at HRRC is one
way for them to see how useful their
skills can be on a practical level.
Leading an HRRC class, or a
series of classes, is also a great opportunity for local business owners and
contractors to meet prospective clients, as approximately 1,000 people
enroll in HRRC’s home repair classes
over the course of a year. Word-ofmouth can be a valuable tool for any

Heights Senior
Center News
amy jenkins

contractor.
Retirees often make the best
instructors. So, if you’ve done this
type of work in the past, HRRC
would love to have you. It can be a
terrific chance to give back to the
community and pass along some of
your knowledge.
In the end, it’s a win-win-win opportunity for area residents, HRRC,
and the volunteer teachers themselves.
If you or someone you know
would be a good fit for this volunteer
opportunity, contact HRRC at 216381-6100, ext. 16, or e-mail dbrock@
hrrc-ch.org.
David Brock is education coordinator for
the Home Repair Resource Center.

Limited
Spaces
Available

Montessori
Works. Learn Why.

Ages 3-6

Discover more about the Ruffing Montessori
classroom and how it will foster your child’s
natural love for learning.

Visit us today!
ruffingmontessori.net

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the
Cleveland Heights Office on Aging and
the Senior Activity Center. She can be
reached at 216-691-7379 or by e-mail
at ajenkins@clvhts.com.

216.321.7571

3380 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights
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Do you have a passion for helping
others? Join the CARE program as
a volunteer to help maintain the
safety and independence of local
older adults in need.
CARE volunteers assist with
projects inside and outside the
home that enable older adults to
stay safe in their homes as long as
possible.
CARE is a new collaborative
program for homeowners aged
60 or older who live in the cities of Cleveland Heights, Highland Heights, Lyndhurst, Maple
Heights, Mayfield Heights, Mayfield Village, Solon and South
Euclid.
CARE’s mission is to engage
community resources in order to
maximize the safety and independence of older adults who wish to
remain in their homes.
An intergenerational volunteer
base undertakes all of CARE’s services.
Flexible hours to fit any schedule and numerous opportunities to
meet a variety of interests make
the CARE program a great volunteer option.
For more information, send an
e-mail to care4eight@gmail.com or
call Bridget, the CARE program
coordinator, at 216-970-0599.
CARE is a new initiative funded in part through a Senior Center
Innovation Grant awarded by the
Cuyahoga County Division of
Senior and Adult Services through
the Health and Human Services
Levy.
The Cleveland Heights Senior
Activity Center (SAC), located in
the Cleveland Heights Community
Center at 1 Monticello Blvd., offers
a wide variety of programming for
those 60 and older, and is open
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
A complete schedule of programs is published in the community center’s newsletter, which
is available at Cleveland Heights
City Hall, local libraries, the community center and online at www.
clevelandheights.com.
SAC membership is $5 for
Cleveland Heights residents 60
and older. To sign up, bring a recent
piece of mail (such as a bill) and a
photo ID.
University Heights residents
who would like to join SAC must
first register with Patrick GroganMyers, University Heights community development coordinator,
at 216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@universityheights.com.
Membership is $10 for University Heights seniors.
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I have devoted my career as an attorney to gaining the
experience and knowledge to be an effective and qualified
judge. I am a compassionate and dedicated citizen of
Cleveland Heights. I ask for your support and to
remember HAYDEN FOR HEIGHTS this November!
Learn more at WWW.NADEENHAYDEN.COM
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BETHS offers programs in
Grant funds improve cycling
advance of High Holy Days safety for Heights students
The Jewish High Holy Days are
around the corner, and Beth ElThe Heights Synagogue (BETHS)
invites the community to a series
of three events in preparation for
them.
First up is a Kabbalat Shabbat
(welcoming the sabbath) service
and dinner on Friday, Aug. 18.
Miriam Giardina will speak on
“A Convert Looks at Tshuvah.”
(T’shuvah means return or repentance, among other things.)
The service will start at 6:30
p.m., with teaching starting at 7
p.m., followed by candle-lighting,
dinner, and more teaching. The
dinner is primarily vegetarian, usually with one fish dish, and the cost
is $10. Those who want to attend
should register at the synagogue
website, www.bethelheights.org.
On the weekend of Sept. 8–9,
Beth El will present two programs.
Both will look at the machsor—the
rich but often bewildering prayer
book for the High Holy Days—and
both will feature singing.
Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday
night, Sept. 8, will feature teaching
by Barry Starr, on “Not Perfect,
But Awakened: The Liturg y of
Rosh HaSha na h.” (Sa me times

and format as the Aug. 18 event,
featuring another tasty vegetarian-friendly dinner. Register at
www.bethelheights.org.)
The next day, Saturday, Sept.
9, Beth El will host a Lunch-andLearn. Lunch will start at about 1
p.m., following the service. The
teaching, starting at about 1:30
p.m., will again feature Barry Starr
as teacher, on the topic “Not Perfect but Forgiven: The Liturgy of
Yom Kippur.”
This program is free and there
is no need to register, but nonmembers are asked to call the shul
to make luncheon reservations.
Beth El-The Heights Sy nagogue will again offer free High
Holy Day tickets, for the 20th year
in a row. The shul is an independent minyan, both traditional and
egalitarian. (That sounds contradictory, but we manage to work it
out.)
For more information, call the
synagogue voicemail at 216-3209667, or send an e-mail to info@
bethelheights.org.
Joe Buchwald Gelles is a book publisher
and graphic designer, and a 26-year
Heights resident. He and his wife, Mia
Buchwald Gelles, have three children:
Ruth, 31, Noam, 19, and Shani, 18.

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

Cleveland Institute of Art
2017 Faculty Exhibition

LIFE CYCLE

Heights Bicycle Coalition

Travelers in Cleveland Heights this
summer will see new solar-powered
speed feedback signs next to Canterbury, Roxboro and Oxford elementary schools, Monticello Middle
School, and the Hebrew Academy.
Exceeding the speed limit triggers
impossible-to-ignore flashing lights,
reminding drivers to slow down.
These signs are a result of a
collaboration between the city of
Cleveland Heights, the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District, Heights Bicycle Coalition and others in the Safe Routes
to School (SRTS) program. SRTS is a
federal initiative to encourage walking and bicycling to school.
Other improvements include new
sidewalk curb ramps and crosswalks
at the schools listed above, and new
bike racks at some schools.
Walkability is a strength of the
Heights communities. We have sidewalks to schools, parks, shopping districts, arts and religious institutions.
However, in the last 50 years, fewer
families have encouraged their students to walk to school. In 1969, half
of the students in the U.S. walked to
school. Now, fewer than 15 percent of
students walk or bike. One-quarter of
school trips are made on a school bus,
and more than half of all children arrive at school in private automobiles.
The increased traffic congestion
around schools creates poor air quality
and increases the danger for walkers
and cyclists. Automobile transportation promotes sedentary lifestyles
that put students at risk for obesity,
diabetes, and cardiovascular disease.
So why drive kids to school?
Parents consistently cite traffic
danger as a reason why their children
don’t bicycle or walk to school.
The SRTS program addresses

COURTESY HBC

Joe Buchwald Gelles

Safe Routes to School funds provided 24 bikes
to be used for cycling skill and safety instruction in CH-UH elementary school physical
education classes. The bikes are also used for
school bike clubs and other cycling events.

those concerns. In the Heights, that
began in the fall of 2010 with a Walk
or Bike to School Day, which is now
celebrated in both fall and spring in
the CH-UH district.
Cleveland Heights has been
awarded more than $700,000 from
SRTS. The grants paid for bike rodeos, crossing guard and safety patrol equipment, a bike fleet with 24
bicycles for children in grades four
through eight, and bike helmets.
The bikes will be used in physical
education classes for cycling instruction, bike rodeos, after-school bike
clubs and more.
In July 2018, Cleveland Heights
will receive $160,000 to pay for
countdown crosswalk signs, new traffic signals and crosswalks at Oxford
Elementary School and Monticello
Middle School.
Cleveland Heights’ involvement
in SRTS is part of a larger effort to
be a Bicycle Friendly Community.
The League of American Bicyclists
recently renewed Cleveland Heights’
status as a bronze level Bicycle
Friendly Community for another
four years, until 2020.
We’re on a roll!
Heights Bicycle Coalition formed in 2010
to make the Heights area more bicycle
friendly. The group’s mission is to educate
and encourage citizens to use bicycles as
a sustainable and healthy form of transportation and recreation. Mary Dunbar,
HBC president, wrote this column.

Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462

Have Radiators?
Want Central Air?
The Unico system was designed
for older homes like yours. This
system provides exceptional
comfort without any messy and
expensive remodeling. Call
today for your initial inspection.

VEHbrothers.com

Aug 31–Oct 8
opening reception Aug 31 6–8pm cia.edu
A tradition that spans over eight decades,
the Faculty Exhibition is a celebration of art and its makers
and an opportunity for the public to view new, original,
and innovative works from our world-renowned faculty.

216

932-9755

Steven Gutierrez Pick Me, 2017
“Part of an online virtual experiment where
participants will help tweak and choose the
final virtual sculptures that are most beautiful.”
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generations of family experience.
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating and cooling business in Cleveland.
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Volunteers organize to care
for Cedar Lee mini park

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
ANN CICARELLA

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

Micah Kirman (left) and Sruti Basu from FutureHeights pull weeds from a mini park planting bed.

Greg Donley

Over the years, the pedestrian space
between the parking area behind the
Cedar Lee Theatre and Lee Road
has at times felt like a gracious park,
and at others like little more than
an alley through which one can take
a shortcut because there happens
to be a gap between the buildings.
Businesses at this end of Lee Road
estimate that every year well over
200,000 people come to see a movie,
visit the gallery, enjoy a meal, or have
a drink in a bar, and many of those
people walk through the Cedar Lee
mini park—without necessarily even
knowing it’s a park.
Landscape designer Ann Cicarella is not the first activist to
want to do more with the park, but
she has some new ideas and specific
expertise that could help sustain
long-term improvements. “I am just
one person in a long line of people
who have tried for many years to
improve the site,” Cicarella said.
The city of Cleveland Heights
has not had consistent funding to
maintain the park, and the Cedar
Lee Special Improvement District
(SID) focuses on other priorities,
so it has often fallen to informal arrangements among private citizens
or individual businesses to look after
the space.
For some years, for example,
local Heights residents Gary and
Julie Lustic spent countless volunteer
hours maintaining the plantings,
with some help from Heights Arts.
Scout troops arranged clean-up days,
and the city provided truckloads of
free mulch. But the lack of clarity
about who “owns” the responsibility
has sometimes led to unfortunate
circumstances, such as the time a
city crew came by and pulled out
plantings—that, unbeknownst to
them had recently been put in by volunteers—and re-mulched the beds.
The recent Lee Road streetscaping project—overseen by yet another authority—discouraged any
further work on the mini park until
such time as it seemed a safe bet that
the efforts would not be undone.
In the interest of coordinating
efforts and ensuring that all the
entities involved in the Cedar Lee
district have a shared understanding
of the park’s use and maintenance,
Cicarella is establishing a more

formal approach. “I am trying to
develop a constituency to gain more
traction,” she explained. “Micah
Kirman, Sruti Basu and Roger Bliss
are part of the core group, and they
are from FutureHeights. Chris Hanson and Todd Rogers are involved,
from Growing Heights. Three other
people, Jaclyn Mace, Katie Leavy
and Rebecca Norton, have joined
the official group.” Cicarella is a
board member of Heights Arts, and
that organization, whose gallery is
immediately adjacent to the park,
is eager to collaborate on programming for the space.
“Our short-term goal is to improve the aesthetics of the park,
since so many people move through
it,” Cicarella said. “Our secondary
mission is to educate park visitors
and passersby using native plants to
create habitat and forage for pollinators. The mini park can serve as a
guide for changing our stewardship
of our green spaces, including our
own backyards. We can provide an
intimate connection to the beauty
and wonder of pollinators by establishing flower-rich foraging patches
and nesting sites. The use of native
plants also effectively contributes to
stormwater management.”
Cicarella created a new Facebook group, Friends of the Cedar
Lee Mini-Park, which anyone interested in the park is invited to join.
The group held its first planting date
on July 23, and future dates will be
announced. Friends are welcome to
come and go for any length of time.
The hope is that an independent entity, organized around the mission of
supporting the park, will be able to
thrive independent of fluctuations in
city finances or priorities of the SID,
perhaps attracting a modest amount
of funding dedicated specifically to
sustaining the Cedar Lee mini park.
“Key to the success of this initiative,” Cicarella said, “will be establishing a maintenance schedule and
volunteer commitment to see that
effort through. Anyone who would
like to help can contact me at ann.
cicarella@gmail.com or through the
Facebook account.”
Greg Donley is a former president of
Heights Arts, a founding member of FutureHeights, and a member of the Heights
Observer editorial board.
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Privileged
to help.
Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

LITTLE

ELECT

DEANGELO D.

C L E V E L A N D H E I G H T S M U N I C I PA L C O U R T

JUDGE
t November 7
Make your vote coun

PARTNERSHIP WITH OUR SCHOOLS
Providing PREVENTION educa�on
weekly to CH-UH students on prac�cal
ways to obey the law and stay out the
legal system.

I will Invite students to come to the
court periodically so they can see court
in ac�on and address ques�ons directly
about their rights and responsibili�es in
our community.
TEEN DISCIPLINARY ALTERNATIVE
COURT PROGRAM
Establish a partnership between the
Cleveland Heights Municipal Court and
the CH-UH School District which would
serve to provide a deterrence from
crime, a diversion from a criminal
record and intensive development of
posi�ve behavior. The focus would be
on young oﬀenders. The goal would be
to impact their lives before they get
involved in the criminal system.
HOUSING
Protect the health and safety of our
residents, and the aesthe�cs of the
proper�es and physical environments
of our community through fair, tough,
and compassionate adjudica�on.
Ins�tute an Ohio Landlord and Tenant
Training Seminar to be�er educate
landlords and tenants on their respec�ve rights and responsibili�es, while
also providing informa�on and techniques

to help them create posi�ve landlordtenant rela�onships.
DRUG AND MENTAL HEALTH COURT
Aiding individuals to receive the
necessary drug and mental health
treatment to live a stable law abiding
life, while also reducing recidivism,
and making the community safer and
stronger.
THE FINISH FIRST
PROGRAM/CRIMINAL DIVERSION
Providing INTERVENTION educa�on to
eligible oﬀenders by ins�tu�ng The
Finish First Program. The Finish First
Program is a life skills and personal
development course program that I
have facilitated across the county for
the last seven years. The goal of the
program is to educate par�cipants on
what they should and should not do
when encountering the police and
help them develop the necessary skills
to avoid nega�ve interac�on with the
police and legal system. The program
also includes an introductory lesson
on Emo�onal Intelligence, with a
focus on how to recognize and understand emo�ons in yourself and others
AND your ability to use this awareness
to manage your behavior and rela�onships to make good decisions.

Paid for by:
Friends of DeAngelo Li�le
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Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

New Heights-based organization
forms to benefit community heroes

216-319-0430

First-time clients only | One offer per person

5-class pack
for $50
($75 value)

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Made in Ohio.
Designed by you.

EASTWOOD
F URNITURE
3451 Fairmount Blvd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-303-9862
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

We build custom sizes and designs
to create your perfect piece.

COURTESTY J. SHOREY

New Client
Welcome
Package!
Cleveland Heights Police Department members are among the beneficiaries of the new foundation.

J. Shorey

Cleveland Heights community members J. Shorey, Nancy Landreth and
Chip Ramsey have launched a new
foundation to serve the heroes in
our community—firefighters, police
officers, teachers, military personnel
and others whose unique gifts and
talents make the Heights community
stronger and better. Heights Heroes,
a 501(c)3, nonprofit organization,
seeks to identify and support those
individuals, especially when they or
their families need a little extra help
due to injury or illness.
Hei g hts Hero es is f u nded
through donations of cars, motorcycles, boats—anything of value
that can be rehabilitated and sold.
Ramsey, owner of Washington &
Lee Service, will repair the vehicles
that have value; the organization
will then sell them and put the profits back into the foundation. Items
that cannot be repaired will be
scrapped and the proceeds likewise
put into the foundation.
“Often people can’t decide what
to do with an old car or they don’t
want to deal with the hassle of trying to sell it before they replace
it,” said Ramsey. “Donating it to
Heights Heroes makes it easy. The
donor gets a tax deduction and has
the pleasure of knowing that she has
helped someone else.”
“If someone donates an item
of a special nature, like a musical
instrument,” said Ramsey, “we will
work with members of our board and
the community to either place that
instrument with a musical student
or an organization serving those in
need of an instrument. Regardless of
the item, we will find an appropriate
home for it! We call it ‘helping to
turn your treasure into someone’s
dreams.’ ”
T he org a n i zation seeks to
support local heroes in the Cleve-

land Heights, University Heights
and Shaker Heights communities.
“Heights Heroes serves to promote
and recognize those individuals
whose lives make our community
better, safer, stronger and special,
whether it is someone serving in the
defense of our country, the safety of
our community, a teacher or student,
or a citizen who champions that one
special ideal or value which makes us
stronger,” said Ramsey.
Ramsey said the group’s board of
directors will reflect the diversity of the
Heights community and will include
representatives from the city governments, fire and police departments,
public schools, and other civic-minded
people. The board will meet several
times a year to consider nominations,
and seeks to keep the grant nomination
process as simple as possible.
The group will seek nominations
from individuals or small groups.
According to Ramsey, the ideal
candidate could be a first-responder
who displays exemplary service, a
teacher who rises above and beyond
the call of duty, a student or group
of students who need an extra hand
to achieve something remarkable,
a community organizer who needs
seed money to launch a program to
help his or her community be better,
or a civilian who displays exemplary
leadership.
“These qualities represent the
kinds of individuals we want to
support and recognize,” he said.
“To nominate a Heights Hero, visit
www.heightsheroes.org, click on the
Nominate a Hero tab, and answer a
few easy questions.”
For more information or to initiate a donation, send a note to info@
heightsheroes.org or visit www.
heightsheroes.org.
J. Shorey is a longtime Cleveland Heights
resident and co-founder of Heights Heroes
Foundation.

Solid Hardwood
Locally Handcrafted Custom Built
330-723-0014
330-857-2009
COURTESTY J. SHOREY

Now 3 locations . . .
23 Public Square in Medina
4722 Kidron Road in Kidron

www.eastwoodfurniture.com
facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture
Washington & Lee Service will repair donated vehicles.
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Monticello Middle School achieves
IB World School certification

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

TODAY
IS THE
DAY.
Call now.
Why wait?

Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans*
Insurance
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance
Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member SIPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

216-382-9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com
www.hdvest.com

Monticello Middle School has been
named an authorized International
Baccalaureate (IB) World School,
Middle Years Programme, becoming—along with Roxboro Middle
School—part of a diverse, global
community of schools offering the
program.
Monticello and Roxboro are two
of just six middle schools in the state
of Ohio to offer the IB Middle Years
Programme.
“This is such an important accomplishment for Monticello as we
move our two middle schools to the
Wiley campus this fall,” said CHUH Superintendent Talisa Dixon.
“With both schools being authorized
and also being in the same building,
it ensures that our academic offerings will be equitable. Every middle
school student in CH-UH will now
have the Middle Years Programme
experience.
“I commend the students, teachers, and staff at Monticello for this
incredible achievement. IB Coordinator Leslie Garrett has done an
amazing job leading the efforts for
Monticello to gain authorization this
year. The leadership of Ms. Garrett
and Principal Patrick McNichols
has been key in moving Monticello
through this rigorous, yet rewarding,
process.”
“I could not be more proud of the
staff and the students at Monticello
for achieving authorization,” said
McNichols. “It was important that
both Monticello and Roxboro be
authorized as we move to Wiley in
August. This allows us the opportu-

nity for teachers from both schools
to plan innovative and relevant units
of study. Our educators will teach
students the 10 approaches to learning skills to help them in becoming
independent learners.”
The IB World School program
seeks to educate students so they
become thoughtful, caring, and
prepared citizens of the world upon
graduation. The goal is to enable
IB students to navigate their own
futures, while actively contributing
to strengthening the world’s social,
economic and cultural environments.
“The IB program provides our
schools with a comprehensive framework for a rigorous academic experience that benefits every student,” said
Dixon. “Increasing these opportunities for our students is a critical part
of our strategic plan for the district.
It is our goal to have five authorized
IB schools by 2020.”
The CH-UH City School District now has four authorized IB
schools: Canterbury Elementary,
Roxboro Elementary, Monticello
Middle and Roxboro Middle. Canterbury and Roxboro elementary
schools are two of the 19 schools in
the state of Ohio to offer the Primary
Years Programme.
Fairfax Elementary School is in
the IB School candidacy phase, with
the goal of gaining authorization by
2019. Cleveland Heights High School
will begin the exploration phase in
fall 2018.
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of communications for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

2121 South Green Road, Ste 204
South Euclid, OH 44121

Monticello Middle School

Scott Wortman

Raymond J. Wohl

Adult and Pediatric Dermatology

Hair Loss Center offering PRP treatments

Angela O. Kyei,
MD, MPH, FAAD
Board Certified
Dermatologist

Laser treatments, including hair removal,
spider veins and more
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS
2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights
216-417-3250
www. cosmodermatology.com

July 3—September 24
Reuse any bag at Whole Foods Market Cedar Center*
And donate 5 cents per bag to FutureHeights!

Working to ensure a vibrant and sustainable future for the Heights!
*Valid at Whole Foods Market Cedar Center only, 13998 Cedar Road, University Heights, Ohio, 44118

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL
GRAND OPENING
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

Please join alumni, current families of all ages,
local businesses and organizations, city and

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

school leaders, friends and residents to celebrate
the opening of the newly renovated Heights High

Dedication Ceremony & Community Open House

for the 2017-18 school year.

Visit chuh.org for more information
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ReImagine Your Home…

Have a home in need of TLC or
looking for one to make your
own… We SPECIALIZE in that

Dayvione Briggs earns
track and field scholarship

Imaginet,LLC
COMING SOON….
Somerton Road Home
440.759.1771 • hrdhomes.com
Completely Renovated Inside & Out!



In Cleveland Heights since 2007










COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT


ϭϮϱϬϮ>ĂƌĐŚŵĞƌĞ
;ϮϭϲϬϳϵϭͲϬϵϭϴ
ǁǁǁ͘ĨĞůŝĐĞƵƌďĂŶĐĂĨĞ͘ĐŽŵ

AFTER
Dayvione Briggs signs her National Letter of Intent while her mother, Tiffany, and assistant track
coaches Brandon Biggom and Claude Holland look on.

Scott Wortman

bEFoRE

Neubert Painting gives you unlimited
color and finishing options to create
a whole new look for your kitchen —
and at a fraction of the price of new
cabinets. Refinishing cabinets is not
just painting cabinets! Most painters
paint cabinets with a brush and roller.
Our expert painters prepare and refinish your cabinets with high quality
coatings that are used in cabinet
manufacturing. Our sprayed finishes
are able to give you a “factory finish
look” at fantastic savings.

Expert Cabinet
Refinishing

cAll now To schEdulE An EsTimATE: 216-529-0360 oR 800-545-1285 • nEubERTpAinTing.com

Heights High graduate Dayvione
Briggs, a standout track and crosscountry athlete, has signed a National Letter of Intent (NLI) to compete
in track and field at Wheeling Jesuit
University starting this fall.
Briggs graduated from Heights
High in May, and had a decorated
four-year career in cross-country and
track. Now, she has received a scholarship to continue her athletic career
on the collegiate level at Wheeling
Jesuit.
Briggs expects to compete in
the 100-meter hurdles, 400-meter
hurdles, and heptathlon events for

the Wheeling Jesuit Cardinals.
A three-time Lake Erie League
cross-country champion, Briggs took
home the individual titles in 2013,
2014 and 2016. She helped the Tigers
to the LEL team championship as a
senior in 2016.
Briggs was just as effective on
the track for Heights High. This past
spring, she was the first Heights High
female to qualify for the state meet
in three years. She placed fourth in
the 100-meter hurdles at the regional
meet to qualify for state competition.
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of communications for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District.

Roxboro Middle School’s Jordan-Shaw
honored with Distinguished Educator Award

Receive Alerts for

Text ‘Bremec’ to 313131*

Flash Sales
Discounts
Coupons

Receive a $5 OFF Coupon
Instantly!





COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Join Our Text Club

*The phone number is 313131. Type “Bremec” in the message. Message
& Data rates apply. Text STOP to 313131 to unsubscribe.

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ www.bremec.com ▪ 216-932-0039
On June 8, Tiffany Jordan-Shaw, a Roxboro Middle School math teacher,
was one of 33 Ohio teachers to receive a 2017 Celebrate Teaching Distinguished Educator Award. Battelle for Kids, a nonprofit organization
committed to collaborating with school districts and communities, recognized Jordan-Shaw as a distinguished educator for her impact on her
students, colleagues and community. The organization made the awards,
to celebrate, support and inspire great teaching, at its Educators Connect
for Success Conference.

30% OFF
One Item

Valid at Bremec on the Heights only. Excludes bulk, bagged goods, chemicals, gift
cards, stone, delivery & services, previous purchases. Expires August 31, 2017
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Scott Wortman

Brian Williams, longtime school
district administrator and current
coordinator of alternative programming at the Options Center, has
been named the interim high school
principal for the 2017–18 school year.
The CH-UH City School District recently completed the interview process for its open position

of high school principal, bringing in
two finalists for community interviews in June. The top candidate,
however, declined the district’s
offer.
Williams will serve as Heights
High’s principal for the upcoming
school year, and then return to lead
the Options program. Claude Holland, a retired CH-UH teacher and

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education Meeting highlights
JUNE 26, 2017 - Joint meeting with Cleveland
Heights City Council
School board members present were
Vice President Kal Zucker, Jim Posch, Eric
Silverman and Beverly Wright. Board
President Ron Register was absent. Also
present were Superintendent Talisa Dixon
and Treasurer Scott Gainer. Cleveland
Heights City Council members present were
Mayor Cheryl Stephens, Vice Mayor Jason
Stein, Mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil Seren,
Melissa Yasinow and Michael Ungar. City
Manager Tanisha Briley was also present.
Board of Education topics
High school opening: The high school will
open on time on Aug. 1. A convocation will
be held on Aug. 18, and the community open
house will be on Sept. 10. The middle school
facilities update will be given at the June 27
board of education meeting.
IB at middle schools: A new principal is
at Monticello Middle School, and the middle
schools are now classified as International
Baccalaureate (IB) schools, with a rigorous
program. This designation ensures a smooth
transition to the IB program at the high school.
United Way: The community and the
schools task force have partnered with United
Way.
Superintendent’s update
No school will be closed at this time. The
board is considering a grade 5–6 and grade
7–8 middle school configuration. This will be
discussed at the June 27 board meeting.
Cleveland Heights City Council topics
The city master plan: City Manager Briley
said the city master plan has strategies in
place and is moving forward on housing
issues. A report will be available soon. The
projects include the Top of the Hill property,
which has a new development partner. The
city wants effective use of the land and
housing, and discussed the Center-Mayfield
project in regard to this issue. The Coventry
land and former school building were also
discussed, with the board and city agreeing
to a memorandum of understanding with the
tenants of the building that will guarantee
them a one-year lease. The school board
has no use for [the Coventry site] and does
not want to be a landlord. The city and
board must get public input to plan for the
use of the school building and land. [Many
in the audience were concerned community
members wanting to know about the fate of
the Coventry site.]
Streetscape update: The update included
the repaving of the Cedar Fairmount Business
District using federal monies, and the Cedar
Lee area.
Safe routes to school update: Lighting has
been improved at the intersection of Cedar
and Lee roads to make it a safer route to the
high school. Solar flashing speed panels were
installed at the schools. Crosswalk signage
and traffic signals have been improved.
Council Member Dunbar spoke about the
bicycle program in which bikes will be used
in physical education classes.
Welcoming city designation: The city’s
refugee population is growing. Council
discussed seeking a “welcoming city”

designation for the city instead of “sanctuary
city.” There are more complications to being
a sanctuary city.
LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

JUNE 27, 2017
BOE President Ron Register, Vice President Kal
Zucker, Jim Posch, Eric Silverman and Beverly
Wright were present, as were Superintendent
Talisa Dixon, Assistant Superintendent Felisha
Gold, and Treasurer Scott Gainer. The public
meeting began at 7 p.m. and ended at 9 p.m.
Public comments
Coventry building: Ten people spoke in
support of the tenants at the former Coventry
School building, [asking that they be] allowed
more time before being required to leave the
property.

coach, will serve as interim Options
site supervisor for 2017–18.
The district plans to conduct
a national search for a permanent
replacement principal at Heights
High, beginning in the spring of
2018.
“While having an interim principal is not my preference, I couldn’t
think of a better leader for Heights
High than Dr. Williams, who has
graciously agreed to serve in this
interim role,” said CH-UH Superintendent Talisa Dixon. “He has
been in the district for 20 years
and has demonstrated considerable
success with the Options program,
especially in helping to increase our
graduation rate. Dr. Williams is
student-centered and works collaboratively with the administration,
teachers and staff.”
“I am honored and excited about
the opportunity to lead Heights
High in the upcoming year,” said
Williams. “I look forward to getting to know the students and their
families, and working together with
our tremendous high school staff. It
is tough to step away from Options
for the year, but I know that Mr.
Holland and the Options staff will
continue to be champions for the
students we serve.”
“Parents and community members should rest assured that Heights
High is in good hands as we open
the new building in August,” added

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Williams named interim Heights High principal

Dr. Brian Williams

Dixon. “I have the utmost confidence in Dr. Williams and his ability
to connect with students, staff, and
the entire school community.”
[Editor’s note: Zoraba Ross, former
Cleveland Heights High School
administrative principal, resigned
from that position effective June
30, according to a message from
Ross posted on the district’s website, www.chuh.org. Ross’s resignation corresponded with the end of
his three-year contract with the
district.]
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of communications for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District.

Observe!

Union agreement
The board adopted an agreement with Ohio
Association of Public School Employees Local
102.
Middle school facilities update
The superintendent pointed out that no
decisions [regarding the middle schools]
have been made outside of what voters
approved in 2013. At this time, the board
is considering whether to “continue on the
current path for renovating the middle schools
or explore an alternative path.” Felisha Gold
and Bob Swaggard, director of curriculum,
presented the current educational values
and how they relate to the middle schools.
Duane Callendar, director of career tech and
member of the facilities committee, reviewed
how the money from the bond issue (passed
in November 2013) was spent. He explained
how the cost of the high school construction
has left only $30 million for the middle school
project. Pat O’Brien, of PMC construction,
explained the current scope of the modest
renovations at the middle schools. He listed
some items that would have to be repaired
within the next five years using permanent
improvement funds. He also showed some
alternative renovation paths. Members of
the board questioned the monetary cost,
the costs of delay in reopening the middle
schools, and the educational advantages of
the alternate path.
The board must decide by July 11 whether
it will confirm continuing on the current path.
If it decides on taking an alternate path, that
path must be decided upon by Dec. 5.

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer
is a piece of cake!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center
(www.heightsobserver.org).

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts.
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily
copy and paste into the text box.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and
let you know if we have any questions.

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 6.
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CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month
Always Buying

Paying Cash

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES









Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures










Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Buying anything unusual

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays
in the community.

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair






Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

www.flower-entertainment.com

MJM Window
Restoration
Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

Stuck trying to figure out what to do
and how to do it?

Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager
Stop in to check out our
brand new repair facility!

216-242-9763

34 years of legal experience

(216) 371-2354

Cleaning Service

Our “Managed Services”contract offers:
 Microsoft Office 365
 Anti-virus protection
 Online support and maintenance

references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.

for $28/month

Days: 440-213-0850

1830 Lee Road, CH

PC and Mac Repair
End your computer troubles for good

supplies. Married couple. Impeccable

Call Maid Convenient.

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing
Member National Arborist Association
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

Wedding Coordinator and
Event Planner

Take the stress out of planning
your wedding or event !

1st Consultation Free
Call for appointment
(216) 731-5808

PC HANDYMAN

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all

advertise your business

(216) 486-5551

All-N-One Weddings

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?

llebles1@hotmail.com

to find out how you can

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

216216-387387-0525

Call 216.320.1423

440-944-0278

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

gbelcher482@gmail.com
www.gaylebelcherattorney.com

www.heightsobserver.org

Complete Tree Service
Year-round
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

440-461-4611

Ardmore Tree Service

Just $29.99/mo
216-236-8743
www.pchandy.net
Based in the Heights

Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745

Shop
Local.

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition
Your Move · Your Way · Our Help

Rightsizing & Thriving-in-Place
216-925-2393

www.creativemovesllc.com
NASMM Member · Bonded · Insured

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Retired Plumber

F

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays
in the community.

Kitchen Drains, Bathtubs,
Toilets, Basement Drains UNCLOGGED

E D U CAT I N G T H E HE IGH TS S IN C E 198 8

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Copper, Pex & Galvanized Pipes REPAIRED or REPLACED

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate

Call Charles today:
(440) 444-2827

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist
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HEIGHTS LIBRARY

Name change reflects department’s expanded mission
When Heather Howiler decided to
change the name of her Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public
Library System department from
“training” to “continuing education,”
she felt the change was overdue.
The department has been expanding steadily over the past few
years. In addition to its long-standing
computer and software classes, it offers
new classes that teach website creation
using online tools such as WordPress,
and coding basics for all ages.
A mobile computer lab visits the
Cleveland Heights Community Center and local retirement communities,
offering classes to seniors in social
media, computer basics, and more
sophisticated topics such as photo
editing. The mobile lab also visits two
of the system’s branches (currently
Coventry Village and Noble Neighborhood, and University Heights in
the fall) to bring computer classes
and tech assistance to people in those
neighborhoods as well.
“It’s more than just a name
change,” said Howiler, manager of
continuing education at Heights Libraries. “When you factor in job search
courses and online genealogy classes,
it becomes clear that what we’re really
offering our community are free educational and enrichment opportunities,
not just simple trainings.”
The department also offers what
could be called “self-service” technological and educational opportunities.
A media lab at the Lee Road Library
provides cardholders with free access
to audio and video recording equipment and editing software that they
can use for up to two hours at a time.
Portable Internet Wi-Fi hotspots
are available to check out, for use
anywhere a customer can find Wi-Fi
service.
The library’s website offers free
access to online educational services,
such as Lynda.com, and links to other
educational sites, such as GFCLearnFree.org and DigitalLearn.org, which
offer tutorials on subjects as diverse as
how to buy an airline ticket online to
advanced mathematics.
Unlike a community college or
other formal educational institution,
the library can’t provide customers
with degrees or certifications; what

• Slate

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Sheryl Banks

Technology Librarian Jackie Mayse teaches a photo editing class for seniors at the Cleveland
Heights Community Center using Heights Libraries’ mobile computer lab.

it can provide, however, are free,
curated options for meaningful selfimprovement.
“We’ve broadened and increased
our offerings to provide opportunities for genuine skill building and
lifelong learning opportunities,” said
Howiler. “A great example of that is
the customer who told us she’s using
our hotspots at home to access and
complete online coursework to finally
get her bachelor’s degree. She doesn’t

have the Internet at home, so the
hotspot has made a huge difference
for her.”
Howiler and her department staff
have also taken steps to ensure that
the people who need tech support can
get it by switching to an approach that
lets customers make appointments
with library technology trainers. “We
found people were saying they wanted
tech help, but they weren’t showing
up at our prescheduled tech help

sessions,” said Technology Librarian
Jackie Mayse. “So we created Reserve
a Tech Expert, which allows people to
make appointments with tech staff,
like they would with a doctor or other
professional. We’ve had great success
with that model.”
Mayse has created another new
educational opportunity for customers. Called the Learning Circle, it’s a
six-week study group for people who
want the support of other learners
who are interested in the same topic.
Library staff will provide guidance
and structure, but group members will
learn primarily from one another in
a supportive environment. The first
session, New Rules of Work, begins
in September, and is intended to help
job seekers prepare for the modern
workplace.
“We encounter people at all
stages of life,” said Mayse. “Our goal
is to meet people where they are, and
find a way to improve their lives.”
Sheryl Banks is the marketing and community relations manager for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library
System.

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

216-371-5944

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

www.ustonroof.com
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Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Library Board Meeting highlights

SHOP
BACK TO
SCHOOL
TRENDS

JUNE 19, 2017
Present were Board President Ron Holland,
Secretary Chris Mentrek, James Roosa, Suzann
Moskowitz and Max Gerboc. Vice President
Abby Botnick and Susan Beatty were absent.

We sell gently used teen
clothing & accessories!

Wendy Gernsheimer retires
Human Resources Coordinator Laurie Marotta gave a heartfelt farewell to Wendy Gernsheimer, who was hired in 1995 as a library
page. In 1997, she was promoted to library
monitor, first working with second-floor customers and periodicals, then providing technical
assistance with the library’s first computers.
(Monitors also provided support to teens with
the Teen Spot afternoon program. Eventually
the job title was changed to technology assistant to better reflect the position’s current duties.) Gernsheimer served for many years on
the Staff Day Committee, and served on the
Executive Council of the Staff Association. She
will retire on June 30.

Get paid CA$H on the
spot for your trends!

5688 MAYFIELD ROAD | LYNDHURST, OH 44124 | 440.919.0138
/PlatosClosetLyndhurst
@PlatosClosetLyndhurst

Join us for — BLUEGRASS SUNDAYS — at St. Paul’s!

The Forest City String Band
9 a.m. on the Lawn: August 20

University Heights Library adds staff
Hannah Van Jura and Greg Osborn will be fulltime staff when the branch opens after renovations. Van Jura, who will be the youth services
librarian,has been with the library system since
October 2013. She has a Bachelor of Music
degree from The Ohio State University, and is
finishing her work for a Master of Library and
Information Science. She has been able to apply her creativity to programming.
Osborn will be the adult services librarian,
and has been employed by the Cuyahoga
County Public Library System. He has worked
as a graphic designer and has a Bachelor of
Science in biology from Lake Superior State
University, an Associate of Applied Business
in visual communication and design from
Cuyahoga Community College, and a Master
of Library and Information Science from Kent
State University.

SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Communion on the Lawn
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Nave
Find us on Facebook Badge

CMYK / .eps

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!
2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 (216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

What’s going on
at your library?

HEIGHTS
LAUNDRY CENTER

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

A Full Service Laundromat

Wednesday, Aug. 16, 3 p.m.
Fairtytale STEM. This STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math) program is for ages 3–6. Join
us for a lively afternoon storytime of
fairy tales and adventure, followed
by a simple science-themed activity
that relates to the story.

Located at

2107 S. TAYLOR ROAD
Convenient Hours

8:00am - 8:30pm Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 9:00pm Saturdays & Sundays

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Now accepting credit cards!
Free Dry on 30 lb. Dryers Starting May 1.

Tuesday, Aug. 8, 11 a.m.
Internet Safety and Security. Worried
about Internet safety and security
issues? Wonder what are the best
practices for the Web? This class
will consider “beyond the basics”
strategies for staying safe online,
and protecting privacy on a computer or mobile device. Register at
heightslibrary.org.

WASH, DRY, FOLD WASH, DRY, FOLD

SERVICE SERVICE
1/2

PRICE!

1/2

PRICE!

1 Coupon Per Customer

1 Coupon Per Customer

10 LBS Minimum Expires 9/15/17

10 LBS Minimum Expires 9/15/17

DROP OFF LAUNDRY

DROP OFF LAUNDRY

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Monday, Aug. 14, 4 p.m.
Woke Jams. “A change gon’ come, oh
yes it will,” but “still I see no changes
can’t a brother get a little peace.”
Experience the social conscience of
Sam Cooke, 2Pac, and many more.
Teens can listen to a playlist and
view lyrics and other media on the
projector. For teens ages 12–18.

2107 S. TAYLOR RD.
(TAYLOR & CEDAR)

216-932-SUDS (7837)
Come for the Fun and Get Your
Laundry Done!
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Signage for University Heights Library
A representative of Signets Incorporated displayed slides of both interior and exterior
signage for the renovated branch. Signets will
also construct a compass rose in the ceiling of
the children’s room. The board approved the
signage.
Book Bike and children’s books
The library has a new partnership with Cleveland Books for Kids, a source for used children’s books, and has re-established a relationship with Half-Price Books to also supply used
children’s books. These sources ensure that the
Book Bike will have enough quality children’s
books to distribute free at community and
school events.
Friends receives cookbook collection
Friends of Heights Libraries President Linda Lopez
reported that, through a contact of Board Member Max Gerboc, the Friends received 1,800
cookbooks. Three boxes were donated to Edwins
Restaurant on Shaker Square, and the others will
be available through the Harvey and FRIENDS
Bookshop on the second floor of the library.
FFHL to feature Thrity Umrigar
The Fund for the Future of Heights Libraries
(FFHL) has organized a book launch party for
Everybody’s Son by local author Thrity Umrigar. It will be held July 14 at The Wine Spot,
and a book is included in the price of a ticket.
Cuyahoga County community read
All libraries in Cuyahoga County will participate in making available Matthew Desmond’s
book Eviction. At the initial meeting at the City
Club on June 6, participants talked about possible discussion groups, a teen poetry slam,
and discussions with housing authorities.
May public service report highlights
• An ongoing English as a Second Language Conversation Club was established, which will meet
the third Wednesday [of each month].
•
A mobile hotspot program was launched
on May 22, allowing customers 18 years
and older to “check-out the Internet” by
borrowing one of the kits. As of May 25,
all had been checked out. Lee Road Library
will have 10, Coventry Village and Noble
Neighborhood libraries will have five each.
• Also launched on May 22 is the Reserve a Tech
Expert program, which replaces the Individual
Computer Tutorials. Customers can now pick
the location and time of day to meet with a tech
trainer, one-on-one, for 30 minutes.
• At Coventry Village Library, local author Thrity
Umrigar shared her experiences in creating her
first children’s book, When I Carried You in My
Belly. The illustrator is Ziyue Chen.
•
Noble Neighborhood Library participated
in the We Are Noble weekend celebration
sponsored by Noble Neighbors. Librarian
Constance Dickerson took the Book Bike to talk
to families about summer reading and to give
away books. Children painted murals to decorate the library’s fence. The community potluck
featured All-American and Nepali dishes.
•
The summer reading program is “Dream,
Build, Share!” The youth services division
staff built up support by visiting schools to
talk about the program.
• Youth Services Associate Chris Fries once again
organized the annual Free Comic Book Day.
This year, 115 parents and children came for
a comic book and to participate in related activities. Youth Services Librarian Jessica Robinson
also presented Free Comic Book Day for teens.
LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 6.
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Heights Arts hosts Enticing benefit

Enticing desserts were among the event’s
attractions.

Enticing attendees peruse the silent auction.

Rachel Bernstein

Steve Presser, founding Heights
Arts board member and Big Fun
owner, whose steady support of
Heights Arts has helped the nonprof it grow. Heights A rts now
produces more than 60 programs
and events each year.
“It’s very fitting to have had
this as the place where we would
honor Steve,” commented Josh
Werling, Heights Arts board president, “as Judy Eigenfeld was Steve’s
fifth-grade teacher.”
There is already a plan in the
works for next year’s benefit, but no
reason to wait until then to visit the
Heights Arts gallery on Lee Road,
and take part in the many programs
planned for the coming year.

On Saturday, July 15, Heights Arts
welcomed more than 100 people to
its first Enticing benefit.
Thanks to its many supporters, volunteers and attendees, the
event was a smashing success, raising almost $20,000 in support of
Heights Arts’ mission to celebrate
the region’s literary, musical and
visual artists, and share their work
with the community.
Heights Arts held the event
in a stunning penthouse and glass
cube space, overlooking downtown
Cleveland—a frequent venue for
Heights Arts’ always sold-out Close
Encounters chamber music series.
Owned by Rick Maron and
Judy Eigenfeld, the location was
a fitting place in which to honor

Deciding to
go to college
can be hard.

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS
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Honoree Stever Presser, with his family (from left): Brynne Presser Funderburg (daughter), Debbie Apple-Presser (wife), Merrick Presser (son), Steve Presser, Arleigh Presser (daughter), Alex
Purtell (Arleigh’s boyfriend). Son-in-law Nick Funderburg was unable to attend.

Enrolling shouldn’t be.
Register for hands-on express enrollment days!

tri-c.edu/jumpstartmetro
216-987-6000
Tri-C Metropolitan Campus
2900 Community College Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio | 44115

Rachel Bernstein is executive director
of Heights Arts.

Come Visit Us!

17-1298

Drop by and check out all the
renovations we’ve made to
our new location!
2026 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.

$25 OFF
any service

Valid during normal working hours
M-F 8AM - 4:00PM Excludes weekends
and holidays. Not valid with any other discount.
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VEHbrothers.com

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating,
cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

216

Chris

Bill

generations
of family
experience.
Owned and
operated by
Bill & Chris
Hann.

932-9755

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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COURTESY CAIN PARK

Heights residents to perform in Cain Park production

Nicole Sumlin

Jessica Rosenblatt

On Aug. 5 and 6, Cain Park’s Evans
Amphitheater will be filled with the
music of Meredith Willson’s “The
Music Man,” in a concert version of
the musical featuring the Clevelandbased Contemporary Youth Orchestra (CYO). The production is directed by Joanna May Hunkins, with
music direction by Jordan Cooper.
More than a dozen Cleveland
Heights residents are set to showcase

their talents on the Evans Amphitheater stage for “The Music Man in
Concert,” including leading female
star Nicole Sumlin, who will portray Marian Paroo. The list of local
preformers includes Sumlin siblings,
August and Easton; Jeffrey Bendix
and Joan Bendix; Maple Buescher;
Courtney Foerg; Gabriel Mallamad;
Luca Mokotoff and Sienna Mokotoff;
Julie Sabroff; Will Sanborn; Rosie
Tilk; Cecilia Willets and Cordelia
Willets; Grace Willmott; and Hannah Woodside.
Performances will take place at 8
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 5, and at 2 p.m.
on Sunday, Aug. 6. Also on Aug. 6,
Bill Rudman of The Musical Theater
Project will provide a pre-show talk
for ticket holders, at 1 p.m.
Tickets are $50 for Gold Circle
seats, and $30 for other seats, reserved in advance. Ticket prices
are $53 and $32, respectively, on the
day of the show. Advance tickets for
those 13 and younger are $25 (Gold
Circle) and $15 (reserved); and $27
and $17 day of show. Children sitting
on laps are eligible for free admis-

sion. No lawn seating is available
for these concerts. Tickets are on
sale at Cain Park (216-371-3000) and
Ticketmaster.
“The Music Man” follows fasttalking traveling salesman Harold
Hill as he cons the people of River
City, Iowa, into buying instruments
and uniforms for a boys’ band he
vows to organize—despite the fact
he doesn’t know a trombone from
a treble clef. His plans to skip town
with the cash are foiled when he falls
for Marian the librarian, who transforms him into a respectable citizen
by the end of the night.
Meredith Willson’s six-time Tony
Award-winning musical comedy has
been entertaining audiences since
1957, and is a family-friendly story to
be shared with every generation.
Cain Park’s production features
CYO and Liza Grossman, CYO’s
music director, performing the music
on the stage of the Evans Amphitheater while the actors stand in front of
the orchestra singing the musical’s
timeless classics, including “Good
Night My Someone,” “Seventy-Six

“Judson is the perfect place for us!”
— Jim and Nina Gibans, Judson Park residents since 2016

Jessica Rosenblatt is currently in her
third season as public relations/marketing
coordinator at Cain Park. A resident of
Lakewood, she calls Cleveland Heights
her “second-favorite home” in the summer.

MAC’S

Stalwarts of the Cleveland arts-and-culture scene, Nina
and Jim Gibans had accumulated a lifetime’s worth of
memories in their Shaker Heights home. But when health
demands challenged their independent lifestyle, the
couple agreed it was time to move to Ambler Court - a
beautifully renovated assisted living neighborhood that
offers signature programing and care in an ideal
environment for those in need of increased assistance.

BACKS
BOOKSTORE
MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS!

“It felt like home from the start,” says Nina of the
couple’s suite, filled with a curated collection of the
books, music and art they love. And they take comfort in
the easy access to the onsite health and wellness
programs they both need. “We love it here,” says Nina.
Learn about Assisted Living at Judson Park.
Call (216) 446-1845 to arrange for a tour today.

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park
Heights Observer August 1, 2017 				

Trombones,” “My White Knight”
and “Till There Was You.”
The production’s director Joanna
May Hunkins has worked at Cain
Park in various capacities over the
past 20 years, most recently directing
the critically acclaimed 2017 production of “Rock of Ages” and the 2015
production of “Godspell.” She is also
associate director of The Musical
Theater Project. As a freelance director/performer based in Northeast
Ohio, Hunkins has worked with
Great Lakes Theater, The Cleveland
Play House, Mercury Theatre Company, Ensemble Theatre and Beck
Center, among others. She graduated
from Baldwin-Wallace University
with a B.A. in theater and completed
the graduate studies program in arts
management at The University of
Akron. She also attended The National Cabaret Conference at Yale
University, where she worked with
multiple Broadway legends and Tony
Award nominees.
Jordan Cooper, the production’s
music director, is the artistic director
for Shining Star CLE 2017 and has
worked at Dobama Theatre, The
Cleveland Play House, Playhouse
Square, Lakeland Civic Theatre,
Cain Park, The Florida Repertory
Theatre Company, Near West Theatre and the Cassidy Theatre. His
favorite Cleveland theater credits
include: “Next To Normal,” “The
Light In the Piazza,” “Violet,” “Into
the Woods” (Lakeland); “The Toxic
Avenger,” “Godspell,” “The Frogs”
(Cain Park); “The Little Foxes” (The
Cleveland Play House); “A Civil War
Christmas,” “Peter and the Starcatcher” (Dobama).
Sponsors for Cain Park’s 2017
season include the Ohio Arts Council, Friends of Cain Park, Motorcars
Honda/Toyota, Hyatt Place Legacy
Village, and the Westin Cleveland
Downtown. WCLV 104.9 is the media supporter for “The Music Man in
Concert.”
Cain Park, one of the nation’s
oldest landmark outdoor theaters,
entered its 79th season in 2017.
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Poets Chris Franke
& Terry Provost
followed by
Open Mic
Wed Aug 9, 7pm

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS
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Heights Music Hop announces lineup and venues

COURTESY HEIGHTS MUSIC HOP

The Heights Music Hop presents live music in familiar and unusual venues. Here, a band performs
inside Washington & Lee Service.

Daniel Budin

The Heights Music Hop will return
for its fifth-annual festival this September with a stellar lineup of artists and venues that will span three
Cleveland Heights business districts.
This year’s many acts include: The
Whiskey Hollow, By Light We Loom,
oldboy, Wildlife Soundz, Maura Rogers & the Bellows, New Thousands,
Charley Mosbrook, Teddy Boys, Classical Revolution Cleveland, DJ Knyce,
Diana Chittester, City Limits, Holden
Laurence, Jason Patrick Meyers, The
Mason District, J. Leshelle, Blacklister,
Smoke Screen, Revolution Brass Band,
and The Rainbow Emergency. A full
schedule and list of performers will be
available on the Heights Music Hop
website and its social media accounts.
The 2017 Hop will begin in Coventry Village on Thursday, Sept. 7.
It then moves to Cedar Fairmount
on Friday, Sept. 8, and culminates in
Cedar Lee on Saturday, Sept. 9.
Music venues for Sept. 7 in Coventry Village include Grog Shop,
B-Side, Bodega, Mac’s Backs and La
Cave du Vin.
On Sept. 8, in the Cedar Fairmount Business District, venues
include Appletree Books, Cleveland
Heights Church, The Fairmount,
Luna Bakery Café, and Pavilion
Home & Floral.
Among the Cedar Lee venues on
Sept. 9 are Anatolia Cafe, CLE Urban Winery, Dewey’s Pizza, Heights
Arts, Heights Music Shop, Heights
Youth Club, Lee Road Librar y,
Lopez, Marotta’s, New Heights
Grill, Phoenix Coffee, Rudy’s Pub,

limit underage attendees. The silent
disco, on Sept. 9 in Cedar Lee, will
require paid admission and is open to
those ages 21 and older. Many familyfriendly activities are planned for the
festival, including age-appropriate
performances and interactive events,
as well as a kids’ area provided by
Family Connections.
To view more festival information, including the performance
schedule and full list of musicians and
activities, visit www.heightsmusichop.
com and the Heights Music Hop’s
Facebook and Twitter accounts.

in part by the residents of Cuyahoga
County through a public grant from
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. Additional sponsors and partners include:
Dominion Energy; Whole Foods
Market; Heights Observer; the Cedar
Fairmount, Cedar Lee, and Coventry
Village special improvement districts;
Zagara’s Marketplace; the city of
Cleveland Heights; The BottleHouse
Brewery; CLE Urban Winery; Keller
National; Digizoom Media; Grog
Shop; Map Creative; Rad Graphics;
Family Connections; Larchmere
PorchFest; Brite Winter Festival;
WJCU Radio; and WRUW Radio.
The Heights Music Hop is free
and open to the public, although
some venues or performances may

The Fix Bistro, The Rib Cage, The
Social Room, The Stone Oven, The
Tavern Company, The Wine Spot,
and Washington & Lee Service.
Featuring free performances
across the three nights, the Heights
Music Hop showcases live music in a
variety of genres, in restaurants, bars,
shops and other Heights businesses.
Since it began in 2013, with six venues
in the Cedar Lee district, the Hop
has grown each year, adding more
venues and performers.
Last year, it expanded to add a
second night and a second district,
with the addition of Cedar Fairmount,
and an estimated 5,000 people attended the 2016 Heights Music Hop.
This year’s addition of Coventry Village venues offers even more options
for exciting programming in three
iconic business districts, totaling
almost 30 venues and more than 60
performances.
The 2017 Heights Music Hop also
will feature a silent disco. Planned for
the open space at Lee Road and Meadowbrook Boulevard, on Saturday
evening, Sept. 9, the silent disco will
offer a dance party in which participants will pay a small fee and receive
a headset from which to choose their
personal dance music from a selection of DJ’s performing live on site.
Local beverages will be available for
purchase at the silent disco, with beer
served by The BottleHouse and wine
poured by CLE Urban Winery. Silent
disco tickets will be available for presale via the Grog Shop’s website or at
the silent disco entrance on Sept. 9.
Heights Music Hop is presented
by FutureHeights and is supported

Daniel Budin is a lifelong Cleveland
Heights resident. Member of FutureHeights Board of Directors.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Call David Keller

www.KellerNational.com

Replace your boiler when you WANT to
...not when you HAVE to!

Before & After

Get the boiler rolling and
call for off season savings!
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Chris

generations of family experience.
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.
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216

932-9755
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VEHbrothers.com

ONLY

Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.
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Every 10 years . . .
SONGS AND
STORIES

David Budin

I don’t know if this is unusual or not
these days, but when my class graduated from Heights High, there were
at least 15 kids who had been there
since we were in kindergarten. And
that was just from my kindergarten
class at Coventry School. The Cleveland Heights-University Heights
system had 11 elementary schools at
that time, so there may have been
somewhere around 165 “lifers” in the
senior class. And there were others,
too, who moved into the system in
first, second and third grade and then
stayed for the whole ride.
So I don’t know if that would be
out of the ordinary today. But what I
do believe is unusual is that my parents both went through the Heights
school system, and my kids did as
well. Three generations is a lot, these
days. And if plans don’t change, the
fourth generation will attend Heights
schools, too.
I’m thinking about this because
my 50th high school reunion takes
place this month. I didn’t go to my
10th reunion. Because I didn’t get
invited. After the event, I read the
program book and saw that I was
on the “unable-to-locate” list. Even

though I lived near the corner of
Derbyshire and Lee roads, within
sight of the school. And even though
my parents still lived at the same address they had when I was at Heights,
and still had the same phone number.
Obviously, the reunion planning committee didn’t try very hard to find
me. Though that is understandable,
because no one could have been less
involved with the class or the school
than I. And, in fact, I didn’t actually
graduate with my class. Or ever.
I did go to the 20th. (They found
me that time. I was then the editor
of Cleveland Magazine. They no longer
had a good excuse.) The 20th-reunion
experience was horrible. Every time
you turned around, someone wearing
a suit or dress that was much nicer
and more expensive than yours, and
with great hair, was talking, pretty
loudly, about their work as a doctor,
or lawyer, or banker. Most seemed a
little desperate. It was sort of nightmarish. I said I’d never go to another
reunion.
Then, about a year prior to the
30th—by which time I’d developed
a reputation as someone who got involved in causes and events, like boards
of trustees for small arts organizations,
and benefits—I was asked to join the
reunion committee. So I did. I thought
it might be interesting. It was. I got to
go to meetings with a bunch of people
I never knew in high school. They were
nice. We got along fine. I tried to figure

out why I had hated them, and they
me, in school. I couldn’t. (Well, except
for that one guy.)
The 30th reunion itself was way
more enjoyable than the previous
one. People were much more relaxed;
not trying so hard to impress; talking more about their kids than their
careers. Everyone was happy to see
everyone else. (Except for that one
guy.)
For the 40th, I was not invited to
join the planning committee a second
time. Maybe during the meetings for
the 30th they figured out why they
had hated me in high school. But
the reunion was great. We all just sat
around and talked about life.
One thing that stands out about
that reunion was talking to my old
friend Steve. I was friends with him
throughout junior high and high
school. In our class of about 1,000,
he had been one of only two AfricanAmerican kids, and the only male.
Plus, he was the tallest kid in the
class. He had played on the Heights
basketball team. As we were standing and talking, a guy passed by
and said, jokingly (I think), “Hey,
Steve—you missed that shot in the
Euclid game and we lost.”
Steve said to me, “You know, he
said that before, but he must have
me confused with someone else.” I
looked up at him and said, “Steve—I
don’t think so.”
I’m not sure what to expect of
this upcoming reunion, but looking
at the pattern that has formed, I’m
expecting to enjoy it.
When my mother attended her

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

HEIGHTS ARTS

That guy is not me, but in February 1976, I did
watch the demolition of the original Coventry
School, my alma mater—a bit of a metaphor
for my whole education experience.

60th Heights High reunion, in 2001,
I could hardly believe how old she
was (in other words, 10 years older
than I am now) or that any of those
people could actually remember high
school. She said afterward that she
enjoyed the reunion, and that they all
remembered each other, but that the
group was pretty small. She said, “I
think the next one will be a conference call.”
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a
professional musician and comedian. His
writing focuses on the arts and, especially,
pop-music history.

HEIGHTS
MUSIC
HOP
2017
a free live music festival Sept. 7, 8 & 9
featuring more than 60 local and regional acts

thanks these
organizations for making
the 5th annual Heights
Music Hop possible!
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