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Forest Hill is a ‘sanctuary’ church
Deanna Bremer Fisher

Cleveland Heights was in the national
spotlight on Sept. 12 when Forest Hill
Church, Presbyterian held a press
conference announcing that it was
granting sanctuary to Leonor Garcia,
a single mother of four from Akron.
The church is among a dozen religious institutions across the United
States that are providing sanctuary
to undocumented immigrants, and is
the first in Northeast Ohio.
“My hope is to encourage more
churches to declare themselves sanctuary and open their doors in hospitality
to people who are in need,” said Forest
Hill Church Pastor John Lentz.
Garcia came to this country as
a teenager. “She was a homeowner,
had a job, had absolutely no criminal
record and had been checking in with

Beth Cubbison Zych

INSIDE

Leonor Garcia speaks at the Sept. 12 press conference.

goal that her “immigration status will
be resolved and that she will be free
to leave here while that application is
being processed. That would be a great
outcome and best of the short-term.”
For much of this year, Forest Hill
Church had been contemplating its
potential role in a national movement

immigration officials for years,” said
Lentz. Then, when she checked in
with Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) in August, for
a routine meeting, she was given an
ankle monitor and told she would be
deported on Sept. 14.
Lentz said Garcia has been
working with a lawyer toward the

continued on page 2

Klein/Mooney family mourns daughter

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Shahrazad
Theatre Company’s first
production
opens Oct. 27

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Kayleigh Mooney could light up a
whole room. “She was such a dynamo,” said her father, Kevin. “She
has a big, big personality, almost too
big for this world.”
He switches back and forth between present and past tense when
discussing his 15-year-old daughter,
who died on Aug. 17. While her
physical self is gone, her presence is
very much alive for those who loved
her, including her father, her mother,
Jessica Klein, and her 12-year-old
brother, Nathaniel.
“I make it through each day by
walking in her light,” said Kevin. “It’s
the only thing that sustains me.”
Jessica described her daughter
as gentle but super smart: “She was
such a deep thinker. And really, really
funny.”
“Parenting her was an amazing
experience,” said Kevin. “She was so
easy to love.”
Kayleigh’s friends feel the same
way. Luisa Soreo, a sophomore at
Heights High, met Kayleigh in
seventh-grade at Roxboro. “I was
the new girl, and Kayleigh was sur-

Sruti Basu

courtesy Klein/Mooney family

27

Kayleigh Mooney

rounded by friends she’d had since
kindergarten. But she took me in and
was my first real friend. We bonded
and could talk about anything.”
The two were inseparable during the summer of 2015, on the cusp
between childhood and adolescence.
“We could be silly and have dance
continued on page 2

Noble Neighbors to host two candidate forums
Brenda H. May
Noble Neighbors will host two
candidate forums for the upcoming
local elections.
On Tuesday, Oct. 3, Cleveland
Heights City Council candidates
will have an opportunity to offer
their perspectives on the Noble
neighborhood and other topics.
On Tuesday, Oct. 10, Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education candidates and
Cleveland Heights Municipal Judge
candidates will have an opportunity
Heights Observer October 1, 2017

FutureHeights to host
Oct. 10 public forum
on place-making

the respective event. Priority was
given to questions that pertained
specifically to Noble neighborhood
concerns.
Audience members will be invited to speak informally with the
candidates following the formal
candidate presentations. The forums are open to everyone, regardless of neighborhood residence.

to address the community.
Both candidate forums will be
held at Noble Road Presbyterian
Church, 2780 Noble Road, at 7 p.m.
Parking is available at the
church’s lot, across Noble Road at
Navahoe Road. A barrier-free entry
is located on the Kirkwood Road
side of the building, with a chairlift
to the main floor meeting space.
In advance of the forums, Noble Neighbors accepted questions
for the candidates, grouped them
by theme and submitted them to
each candidate two weeks prior to
			

Brenda H. May is one of the Noble
Neighbors leaders. Check out the
group’s story at www.nobleneighbors.
com.
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Fu t u r e Heights will
hold a public
forum, Creating Great Places in the Heights,
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 10, at The
BottleHouse Brewing Company, 2050
Lee Road.
Desirable communities sometimes happen out of sheer luck, but
more often become great by design.
In this community forum, organized
by FutureHeights’ Civic Engagement
and Planning & Development committees, a panel will discuss the art of
place-making.
More than just building physical spaces, place-making is the art of
elevating the human experience of a
space.
The forum will consider such
questions as: What is the role of placemaking in the Heights? What are exciting local examples of place-making
in the community? What more could
be done? Where are there opportunities to make better spaces, great and
small?
Bob Brown, former director of
the Cleveland Planning Commission
and, most recently, interim director
of Midtown Cleveland, will consider
the human side of community spaces
through the lens of physical and human development, and share how
Spirit Corner in Cleveland Heights
was created, from start to finish.
Stephanie Sheldon, founder of the
Cleveland Flea, will discuss how that
event has transformed the fabric and
reputation of a Cleveland neighborhood.
Nelson Beckford, senior program
continued on page 15
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Letters Policy

The Heights Observer welcomes letters to the
editor. They must be submitted electronically,
along with the writer’s name, phone number
and e-mail address, to: www.heightsobserver.
org/members or e-mail: info@futureheights.org
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Heights Observer
candidate policy
With the November election approaching, the Heights Observer is
publishing its policy for contributions
by candidates for local office.
As a community newspaper committed to equal access for everyone,
the Observer is unique among publications in providing opportunity for any
member of the Cleveland Heights and
University Heights communities to
raise and discuss issues of local interest.
At election time, however, this
commitment creates a challenge in
managing the finite space that is available for community members who are
running for public office.
The policy, approved by the FutureHeights Board of Directors, is
designed to address that challenge. It
states the following:
• The August-November issues of the
printed publication will not carry any
editorial contributions from known
candidates for office.
• During this pre-election period,
Observer contributors who are not
running for office will produce any
coverage of election issues.
• During this pre-election period, all candidate contributions of news or opinion
will continue to be accepted for publication online at www.heightsobserver.org.
• Candidates seeking to place information in the August–November
printed editions of the Observer may
do so through advertising space purchased from the Observer.
The Observer and FutureHeights,
do not endorse candidates.
Heights Observer October 1, 2017

kayleigh continued from page 1

parties in the front yard, but we could
be serious, too. I’m comforted by the
thought that she was there for me
during the best and worst times of
my life.”
It’s safe to say that Luisa was
there for Kayleigh during her best
and worst times also.
Described by her parents as
an “old soul,” Kayleigh had faced
enormous adversity. The victim of
a violent sexual assault, Kayleigh
had struggled to regain her sense of
self and her place in the world. She
spent the past year supported by
professionals, friends, family and the
therapy dog she named Spirit—“to
help me reclaim my spirit.”
Her family believes that she was
well on her way to doing just that.
“She had been wounded, but she
emerged and was thriving,” said her
father of the progress Kayleigh was
making before her death. “She was
incredibly courageous. And it really
seemed like she was ready to take on
the world.”
Set to start 10th grade at Beaumont School, Kayleigh spent two
weeks in August on Georgia’s Jekyll
Island with her family. They had
been returning to the same stretch
of beach for years, and Kayleigh, a
passionate animal lover, had always
hoped to witness the hatching of the
Forest hill continued from page 1

to provide a safe place for immigrants
and others who feel endangered or
vulnerable in the current political
climate. “After President Trump’s initial travel ban, which affected several
visitors to Cleveland Heights, I and
other members of the church wanted
to understand what a church could
do,” said Lentz. Forest Hill was one
of several community stakeholders
that asked the city to declare itself a
Sanctuary City earlier this year.
On Feb. 6, Cleveland Heights
City Council considered the question
and decided to declare itself a Welcoming City, rather than a Sanctuary
City, because of potential risks.
In response to media inquiries
about Forest Hill Church’s action,
City Manager Tanisha Briley stated,
“Cleveland Heights is designated a
‘Welcoming City.’ We have a long history of supporting racial and religious
diversity and as a community welcom-

About the Observer

The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.

				

sea turtles. She missed it again this
year, but, accompanied by her father
and brother, came across a recent
hatching and could still make out the
trails the tiny turtles left in the sand
on their way to the sea.
Kayleigh spontaneously started
searching ghost crab holes and came
across a baby turtle that had fallen
and was trapped. She dropped to her
knees and carefully dug, finally scooping out the almost-doomed turtle and
setting it free. “See Daddy,” she said
through her tears, “We all fall into
dark holes but we can all be saved.”
The Georgia Sea Turtle Center
has named a wounded sea turtle Kayleigh Kakes in honor of the donations
made in her memory.
Kayleigh had been out with her
friends on the night of Aug. 17, in
the waning days of summer vacation.
“Teenagers were running around, it
was dark, she may have been distracted,” her father explained, when
Kayleigh stepped into the road from
behind a telephone pole and was
struck by oncoming traffic.
Kayleigh’s friend Caroline Imka
witnessed the accident and had the
presence of mind to call Kevin before
she called anyone else. “I am eternally
indebted to Caroline,” he said. Kevin
made it to the scene in time to cradle
his daughter’s head and whisper in her
ear before she took her final breath.

“I know the last thing she heard was
her daddy telling her he loved her.
Caroline gave me the greatest gift of
my life.”
Kayleigh’s parents don’t hold
anyone culpable for their daughter’s
death—not Kayleigh herself and not
the car’s driver. They simply see it as
an extraordinary misfortune.
“If any one of the factors that
night had shifted, even in the slightest, two or three seconds in one direction or another, Kayleigh would be
here right now doing her homework,”
said Kevin, gesturing to the dining
room, empty except for poster-sized
images of his strikingly beautiful
daughter.
Instead, Kayleigh’s parents,
brother, extended family, and countless friends are mourning her loss.
“The unthinkable happened,”
said Kevin, telling himself this as
much as he is telling anyone else.
“And I don’t know how we’ll bear
it. But Kayleigh would want us to
keep moving. We honor her light by
living.”

ing people from all over the world.
Forest Hill Presbyterian Church is
doing what they believe is important
to their community and their values.”
She added: “The Cleveland Heights
Police Department works tirelessly
every day to protect and serve all
members of our community.”
So far the federal government has
maintained a policy of not enforcing
immigration in churches, schools and
other sensitive locations. “But we want
to be really careful to make sure she is
safe and protected,” Lentz said.
Garcia has been living at the
church since Sept. 5, when church
members hastily modified a room on
the second floor for her use. Members
brought furniture, converted closets,
and donated a TV. Church trustees
also committed funds to build a shower in one of the downstairs bathrooms.
Lentz said Garcia is doing “as good
as she could possibly be,” given the situation. She is separated from her chil-

dren, who visit occasionally. Her oldest
daughter had to drop out of Kent State
University to help with the other kids.
Two volunteer coordinators, Sharon
Shumaker and Charity McDonald,
are orchestrating the church’s efforts
to provide companionship for Garcia,
while also respecting her privacy.
“We want her to make this her
home,” said Lentz. “Leonor is a
worker, she wants to do things around
the church and get involved. We are
open to whatever she wants to do. She
is a great cook. She is a delight. She is
OK, but I can’t imagine the toll, the
stress of the situation. This is really,
really hard on her.”
Asked about potential risks to the
church, Lentz said, “When we found
out about Leonor and met her and her
children, and we knew what this was
going to mean, there was no question.”
“I worry about what this means
for the church and its membership,
any number of things,” Lentz said.
“But the bottom line is what does
this mean for Leonor? If we were the
agency that restored a mother to her
children, that would be worth it.”
Lentz will speak on Oct. 12, 7 p.m.,
at the Cleveland Heights Community
Center, on “Providing Sanctuary in
Our City.” The event is sponsored by
the Cleveland Heights Democrats.
More information is available on
the church’s website, https://www.
fhcpresb.org/, or by e-mailing sanctuary@fhcpresb.org.
Financial donations can be made
in person or by mail to Forest Hill
Church, 3031 Monticello Blvd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. (Indicate
that the donation is for the Sanctuary
Movement in the check memo line).

If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
November issue must be submitted by
Oct. 9. We publish some articles online
as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.
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Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, a graduate of the Heights schools and a former
Coventry School teacher. She is a freelance
journalist under contract with the CHUH City School District, and is proud to
raise her two sons in this community.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Flags stolen from Forest Hill Church
John Lentz

Since February, two flags have flown on
the steps of Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian, at the intersection of Monticello
and Lee boulevards: the “rainbow” flag
which celebrates LGBTQ persons, and
the green, black and red flag known as
the “International African Flag” or the
“African-American” flag.
Four times since February, the
African-American flag has been stolen.
Perhaps the flag was taken by a white
supremacist. Perhaps some young person,
who thought it was a good-looking flag
and wanted it for a dorm room or apartment, took it. Or perhaps someone who
believed that these two flags should not
be in the same space removed it.
The congregation decided that flying
the LGBTQ and African-American flags
were signs of solidarity with populations
that have historically been excluded or
separated from the church body.
LGBTQ persons have not been
welcomed in churches, and only recently
have LGBTQ persons been allowed to
serve as elder, deacon or pastor in our
denomination. As is well known, there are
many churches where LGBTQ individuals are still not welcome.
While there is a long tradition of

Cupcake
decorating for
Halloween!

Christianity in the African-American
community, what we call the “Black
Church” arose from slave communities
and because whites refused to worship
with black Christians. The CME, AME,
and Pentecostal denominations formed
because the Methodist church and the
larger Pentecostal movement excluded
black members. Our own denomination
(PCUSA) also had black-only congregations because of segregationist attitudes
among white Presbyterians.
As a faith community in the Heights,
Forest Hill Church seeks to welcome all
persons. Sometimes that means we have
to signal intentionally what we believe,
whom we welcome, where we stand, and
with whom we stand. People who drive by
the church and see our flags know what
we stand for.
We don’t expect everyone to have
the same perspective on this matter. But
if the person who is removing the flag is
reading this, you have the right to your
deeply held conviction, but you have no
right to steal a sign of our deepest faith
conviction. We will continue to fly our
flags and welcome everyone, particularly
those with whom we disagree.

................................................
Sunday, October 22, 12-4pm
Create your own
haunting masterpieces
during the Cedar
Fairmount Fall Festival!
One cupcake $3, 2/$5

........................
lunabakerycafe.com
2482 Fairmount Blvd
Cleve Hts, OH 44106
216.231.8585

Overwhelmed by Medicare options?

Rev. John C. Lentz Jr. is the pastor of Forest
Hill Church, Presbyterian.

What matters to you in our council members?
Diane Hallum

Our homes are our sanctuary from the
world. But our contentment there can
be hard fought.
We’re busy, consumed with thoughts
about jobs, kids, repairs, bills and doctors’
visits. Pricking that contentment are
outside issues as well. Streets with damaged trees; sinking sewer grates; broken
curbs; cracked, crumbling surfaces; and
empty storefronts and homes. But your
calls to [Cleveland Heights] City Hall go
nowhere. Council members don’t respond
to your calls or e-mails.
And now, four of those council
members are running for re-election this
November.
That explains why they suddenly
appear at your block parties, group meetings, churches and street fairs. They smile,
listen, nod in agreement and understanding, discuss great visions and plans, and
are soooooo nice!
But once elected or appointed,
however, they disappear. You can see
them bi-monthly in recordings of council
meetings on YouTube where, bizarrely,
all seven members are in total agreement—on everything! No discussions,
no debates, no details about legislation
or resolutions that pass every time!
Speak to them at these events and
you find they either brush you off or never
fulfill their promise of getting back to you.
Pre-election, they also describe great
visions for the city. We have already been

..

for a free consultation to
learn about your options

through numerous Visioning, Strategic,
or Master Steering commissions that
produce plans that promise us everything!
Yet, a few years later, we’re back to where
we started: no responsiveness from City
Hall; vacant houses, commercial and
retail spaces; decreasing green space;
increasing taxes; mismanagement of our
utilities; or a lengthy multi-million-dollar
reconstruction of Lee Road that didn’t
change anything of substance, but put
some stores out of business.
Why do these people want to be on
city council?
Just what are their backgrounds,
work histories and personal life experiences that makes them understand what
you or I go through every day?
And, how will they use those experiences to truly, truly make a difference in
the city’s financial state, its operations,
its communications, and its openness and
transparency?
What legislation did they write or
support? What legislation are they working on that will truly make a change?
At those “nice” council meetings,
they prattle about Breast-Cancer Awareness month, or African-American month,
or Bicycling month, or who is performing
at Cain Park. And they are soooo nice.
But is that all that matters to you?

MEDICARE | LIFE | DENTAL & VISION | LONG TERM CARE

Privileged
to help.
Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

South African Journeys

Diane Hallum is an activist and director of
Citizens Leadership who believes change in
the status quo starts with citizens leading their
officials in the right direction.

Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.
Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious

cleveland heights owned

New Client
Welcome
Package!
First-time clients only | One offer per person

Now scheduling tours

5-class pack
for $50
($75 value)

Call or email for details
janetkious@sbcglobal.net

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
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The most important election?
Heights of
Democracy

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

Proportionally, our votes count
most in municipal elections, yet
that’s exactly when Americans are
least likely to cast a ballot. For a
project “Who Votes for Mayor?”
Portland State University researchers analyzed 23 million voting records to understand participation
in the most recent local elections
in 50 U.S. cities. Among their key
findings:
• W hen municipal elections are
held in even-numbered years, and
especially when they coincide
with presidential contests, voter
participation is much higher than
in off-year elections.

look at local voting statistics.
Starting with Cleveland Heights
and University Heights precinct
level information posted online
by the Cuyahoga County Board of
Elections (BOE), we compared the
number of ballots cast to the number of registered voters, and then
calculated voter turnout in each
city for six elections: the presidential elections of 2012 and 2016, the
midterm election of 2014, and the
municipal elections of 2011, 2013
and 2015.
We are not statisticians, nor did

• I n 10 of America’s 30 largest cities,
turnout in municipal elections was
less than 15 percent.
• Voters 65 and older are 15 times
more likely to cast a local ballot
than those between the ages of 18
and 34.
We found the “Who Votes for
Mayor?” data both fascinating and
concerning, but the study did not
include any Cuyahoga County communities, so we decided to take a

Here is the voter turnout for six recent elections:
Election

Cleveland Heights

University Heights

2016 (Presidential)

72%

75%

69%

2015 (Municipal)

41%

37%

38%

2014 (Midterm)

42%

41%

40%

2013 (Municipal)

30%

29%

30%

2012 (Presidential)

73%

73%

70%

2011 (Municipal)

46%

45%

43%
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the BOE provide the kind of detailed
numbers that the Portland State
University researchers were able to
obtain for their study, but it’s clear
that even in Cuyahoga County, where
voter turnout tends to be higher than
in many areas of the country, participation in off-year local elections
is much lower than in presidential
election years.
Our votes have much greater impact locally than in state or national
contests, and the results of local elections—whether for municipal judges,
school board members, city council
members, or mayor—directly affect
the quality of life in our communities.
As “Who Votes for Mayor?”
notes, “Local elections are critically
important. Every day, over half a million local elected officials are making
important and influential decisions
about core services like police and
fire, transportation, housing, and
drinking water.”
Yet voter turnout, especially in
odd-year municipal elections, continues to decline, meaning that fewer
and fewer—and older and older—
voters have an outsize influence on
matters of great civic importance.
This situation tends to reinforce the
power of incumbency and stifle the
vitality of representative government
at the local level.
As we have discussed before,
Cleveland Heights is embarking
on a Charter Review process and,
among many possible changes, may
consider:
• Changing the executive from a city
manager to an elected mayor.
• Changing city council to a ward system, or a “mixed” council with only
some members elected at-large.
City charters stipulate the timing of municipal elections, a matter
we certainly would like to see the
Cleveland Heights Charter Review
Commission consider. To change
municipal election years in University Heights would, of course, require
a charter change in that city as well.
According to a March 2016 study
by Rice University’s Center for Local Elections in American Politics
(LEAP), California cities that aligned
their mayoral elections with regular
midterms (and especially those in
presidential election years) saw dramatically increased voter turnout.
Baltimore and Los Angeles recently
changed their election dates to coincide with presidential elections.
When more of our citizens
actually vote in local contests, they
are more likely to take an interest in
the workings of city government and
demand accountability from local
elected officials.
Like any other proposed change
to a city’s charter, a measure changing the timing of local elections
would have to go before the voters,
in an off-year, odd-year election . . .
like the one next month.
Carla Rautenberg is an activist and
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident.
Deborah Van Kleef is a musician and
writer, who has lived in Cleveland
Heights for most of her life. Contact them
at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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Let’s translate outrage to action
the common
good

Susie Kaeser

Where is the outrage?
This is the question William
Phillis, Ohio’s guardian of public
education, poses at the end of most
of his blog posts.
Phillis is the standard-bearer
for fairness in school funding. In
1992 he left his post as Ohio’s assistant superintendent of public instruction to lead the Ohio Coalition
for Equity and Adequacy of School
Funding. This alliance of school
districts filed suit against the State
of Ohio for its failure to meet its
constitutional obligation to support
public education. In 1997, the Ohio
Supreme Court ruled in favor of
the plaintiffs in the DeRolph case,
finding that the legislature failed
to provide for a “thorough and efficient” system of common schools.
The state legislature has never
rectified the problem. In fact, it
continues to shortchange public
schools and destabilize this cornerstone of our democracy.
Phillis is outraged by the state

out of the money that was generated
by the public school students. There
is a similar shortfall for voucher costs.
In effect, public school students
are subsidizing private education for
their neighbors. This undermines the
capacity of local school districts to
provide a quality education. Districts
can raise local taxes or cut programs.
Privatization perpetuates the equity
and adequacy problem.
Sometimes an issue really has
to be felt and understood in local
terms to catch our attention. Recent
data on the cost of privatization to
my school district—the CH-UH
schools—has moved my concern for
privatization from outrage to visceral
fear! I’m worried for the future of my
school district and community if the
legislature does not stop this attack
on public education.
Here are the numbers that terrify
me. In 2016, the Heights community
passed a 5.5-mil property tax increase
that will generate about $5.8 million
a year for our schools. These precious
dollars will not go very far given the cost
the district must shoulder for privatization. Last year it transferred about that
much—$5.7 million—to private-school
operators. This year privatization will
cost the district $7.2 million. Remember that 70 percent of that money was
supposed to go to the public schools.
Public school students will be out more

legislature’s latest travesty: allowing
public funds to be used to privatize
education through charter schools
and vouchers. Privatization has many
problems, but the biggest is that it
takes money away from children who
attend public schools.
The funding system for privatization is crazy. The state mandates a level
of funding for private school users
but does not provide all of the funds
it promises. Instead, it expects local
school districts to pay most of the cost.
This can create significant hardship for
a local school district that receives limited state funds or has a large number
of charter school or voucher users. The
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
schools have both problems.
This year the legislature guarantees each Ohio charter school
student $6,000, and voucher funding per student ranges from $4,900
to $27,000. The CH-UH schools
receive about $2,000 in basic state
aid per student. The district receives
that level of funding for all of the
students who live in the district and
attend the public schools, as well
as for the 400 students who attend
charter schools and the 650 students
who use a voucher to attend a private
school. Unfortunately, the $2,000 in
state aid only covers about 30 percent
of the tuition promised to a charter
school. The other 70 percent comes

University
Heights Branch
GRAND RE-OPENING

than $4.9 million this year, and what
about next year?
If the bill for privatization
keeps going up at this rate, there is
no way the community will be able
to make up for the lost state funds.
Privatization is inefficient,
destructive, punitive and inconsistent with a thorough and efficient
system of public schools. It’s not
sustainable. It’s a misplaced priority
that makes the funding system even
less equitable and less adequate. It
is a real threat to public education
and sacrifices the common good.
Public funds for education
are scarce. Ohio has underfunded
schools for years and, after decades
of tax cutting at the state level,
public funds for meeting all of the
needs of our state are scarce. If
lawmakers want all children to have
a quality education, they need to
invest in the public system, which
guarantees access to all.
Citizen action is often the
only line of defense when it comes
to turning back a damaging policy.
We need to face the reality that
precious public funds are being diverted from their public purposes,
and the losses are significant.
Let our outrage be a call to action!
Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights and former director
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the national board of Parents for Public Schools.

Help us celebrate! Mark your
calendars so you don’t miss the
grand re-opening of our beautifully
renovated University Heights branch.
Tour the space, bring your little
ones to play in the new Children’s
area, enjoy refreshments courtesy of
Whole Foods, and more.

SUNDAY, NOV 12, 2 PM
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AFT president visits CH-UH schools

crazy cozy
cash for
cozy clothes!

your favorite
fall styles
for less!
5688 MAYFIELD ROAD | LYNDHURST, OH 44124 | 440.919.0138
/PlatosClosetLyndhurst
@PlatosClosetLyndhurst

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Call David Keller

www.KellerNational.com

Visit the

Pumpkin Patch

Firewood In Stock
13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com
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A Teacher’s
Voice

Ari Klein

It is not everyday that I get a
chance to host the president of a
1.7 million-member organization
who is interested in our schools
and our community. On Sept. 6,
Randi Weingarten, president of the
American Federation of Teachers
(AFT), the teachers’ union affiliate
of the AFL-CIO, spent the day in
the CH-UH school district.
We started our visit at Boulevard Elementary School. There
were nine adults walking around the
building trying not to be disruptive.
Keep in mind that Boulevard is an
open building: you can see over
cabinets into classrooms, and there
are no doors or walls.
One of the featured highlights
of Weingarten’s visit is the union’s
partnership with First Book, a nonprofit organization that provides
books, school supplies and hygiene
products to children.
Our first stop at Boulevard was
Kristy Minillo’s fifth-grade classroom, to donate 50 books for her
classroom library. The class seemed
pretty busy and completely unfazed
by the nine adults in their presence.
We moved on to two other classrooms, where again, the students
and teachers were completely
engrossed in their lessons, and
ignored the entourage descending
upon them. There were high quality
interactions going on and students
were doing exactly what they were
supposed to be doing.
When we returned to Minillo’s
room, Weingarten spoke to the
students about reading and how
important it is, and answered their
questions. The fifth-graders were
polite and appreciative of their
newly enhanced classroom library.
We moved down to the primary part of the building, where
things were a little different. When
we entered Tina Reynold’s kindergarten class, the students were
very curious about all the adults
who had entered their classroom.
Reynolds led them in a “good
morning” greeting to the visitors.
But because Principal Michael
Jenkins was with us, the students
automatically ignored the other
eight adults and added “Doctor
J” to their salutation. Weingarten
talked quietly with different groups

of kindergartners, and ended by
 sitting on the floor to read books

with a small group of students.
Amazing things are happening
at Boulevard—teaching and learning with highly skilled teachers
and bright and engaged students.
Students are learning, but, as in
almost any school, there are some
who have some catching up to
do. If a student does not master
the material established by the
state guidelines by some specific
moment in time—i.e., when the
mandated tests are given—the
school, teacher and community get
slammed with a low grade on the
state report card.
Weingarten was frustrated by
the dichotomy between what we
witnessed in the school and its state
rating, and how this disparagement
must affect our whole community.
If a student enters kindergarten
and does not know his colors but
learns much of what is expected
of kindergartners by the end of
the year, it is a minor miracle. Our
teachers perform these types of
wonders with students every day,
but somehow these successes do
not count on the state reporting.
Our visit to the high school was
also amazing. School social workers
were presented with a vast array of
items from First Book for a care
closet. Two of our impressive high
school seniors guided Weingarten
through the building to visit a few
classes and talk with students and
teachers. Again, the students and
staff were gracious and accommodating. It was obvious that students
enjoy being in this newly renovated
space and that great education is
taking place.
Weingarten ended her tour by
asking her student guides to stay
in touch, especially if they attend
a college near her, in Washington,
D.C.
By showing off our schools
I realized how unfortunate it is
that some families make choices
about our schools without seeing
firsthand what is really happening
in them. For anyone with schoolage children considering sending
their children outside our CH-UH
schools, I encourage them to arrange a visit by calling the school.
The principal or another staff
member will happily show them
around. Families should find out
what matters most to them and
their families, instead of relying on
public misperceptions.
Ari Klein is a lifelong community
member, math teacher at Cleveland
Heights High School, and president
of the Cleveland Heights Teachers
Union.
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University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
SEPTEMBER 5, 2017
Present were Mayor Susan Infeld and Vice
Mayor Susan Pardee, and council members
Pamela Cameron, Philip Ertel, John Rach, Michele Weiss and Mark Wiseman. Also present
were Amy Hamilton, sitting in for Law Director
Luke McConville; William Sheehan, finance
director; and Kelly Thomas, clerk of council.
The meeting was held from 7:02 to 11:04 p.m.
Public comments
John Carroll University students: A Warrensville Center Road resident said rowdy students
are keeping her up at night. Councilman
Ertel encouraged the resident to continue to
call the police, and Mayor Infeld said the
city plans to hire an additional community
policing officer.
In-home wig business: The owner of a
wig shop on South Green Road said an inhome wig business, which has been granted
a one-year special permit, is affecting her
profits and livelihood. Mayor Infeld said the
boutique owner’s concerns will be addressed
when the permit is up for renewal.
Firefighters’ union: Keith Kanner, the
union representative for IFF Firefighters 974,
expressed disappointment that the union’s
grievances, aired during public comments
earlier this year, have not been addressed
by the mayor or Councilman Ertel. Ertel,
who chairs the safety committee, said the law
director advised council not to communicate
with the union because it is in contract negotiations with the union.
Heights High Pool
The mayor reported that Heights High has a
new swimming pool, and the city of Cleveland Heights is offering swim classes and
open swim to the Heights community. Look
for more information in the next University
Heights newsletter.

to include “online posting.”
Planning commission meetings
Council presented an ordinance on first
reading establishing a regularly scheduled
monthly planning commission meeting. The
mayor would have the ability to cancel the
meeting if there were no business to discuss.
University Square property
Council approved an ordinance, presented
on emergency, authorizing the finance director to file a report on abatement of special
assessments for University Square.
Special assessments and fees
Council approved three ordinances, presented on emergency. The first levies a special assessment on all designated properties
served by streetlights at the rate of 70 cents
per front foot. Second, council established a
sewer fund through which the city will charge
homeowners: $78 for a one-family home and
$156 for a two-family home. Third, council
approved an assessment of 80 cents per front
foot for maintenance of the city’s shade trees
in the tree lawn.
Yard service fines
Council approved two ordinances, on
emergency, related to yard citations. The
first established fines for city-directed yard
work at properties cited for yard conditions.
Property owners will be charged $100 for
the first offense, and $200 for the second.
In the second ordinance, council approved
the removal of a tree at a vacant property at
3886 Silsby Road. The cost will be added to
the homeowner’s property tax bill.
Library reopens in October
The University Heights Library, scheduled to
reopen in late August, is now scheduled to
open in early October.

Sidewalk repair
The mayor also reported that the sidewalk
and curbs at the intersection of Cedar and
Taylor roads will be replaced and tightened
over the next two weeks.

Swensons breaks ground
Swensons, which will begin breaking ground
at Cedar and South Green roads next week,
is expected to open by the end of December.

Home demolition application
Council tabled a motion to approve an application to demolish a home at 4174 Hadleigh
Road until Law Director Luke McConville
weighs in.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.
Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online at
www.heightsobserver.org.
These meeting summaries are
abstracted from LWV observers’ written
reports. The summaries have been edited and prepared by Anne McFarland,
Charlene Morse and Maryann Barnes.
To receive e-mail postings of full reports,
send an e-mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.
com or join through Google groups using
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a search
phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public
meetings and are not official statements
of the Heights Chapter of the League
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This
disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.

Firehouse renovations
Council tabled a motion to approve the transfer of $22,000 for firehouse renovations from
the capital improvement fund to the general
fund, saying that the mayor exceeded her
$5,000 spending authority. Council asked
the mayor to itemize the costs involved.
Agenda items
Council presented an ordinance on first reading that would allow any council member to
add agenda items to the council meeting
agenda.
Amending definitions
Council presented an ordinance on first reading amending the definition of the term “post”

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

We treat your yard like family
Full Residential
Tree Services
• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
• Deep Root
Fertilization
• 24-Hour Tree
Service

Free Estimates
440-463-7379
ISA Certified Arborist

ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com

Careful • Knowledgeable • Neat • Professional
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Elizabeth Keyes Churchill House

SCOTT HAIGH

courtesy Ken Goldberg

Cleveland
Heights
Landmarks

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Under contract! 3330 E. Fairfax Rd,
Cleveland Heights

Need to sell or buy? Give me a call!

Ken Goldberg

One of the first residences constructed in what became the Ambler Heights allotment, the Elizabeth Keys Churchill house is set
far back from Chestnut Hills Drive
and is likely slightly older than that
street.
The house is up the hill from
Cedar Glen Parkway. Its original
entrance faced the glen, but a reconfiguration of the rooms changed
it to face the street, though set far
back from it.
The grand Tudor Revival home is
notable for its combination of narrow
wooden clapboards on the first story
and half-timbering on the second.
Later homes in the neighbor-

Power Lift Recliner

All sizes / All colors / On sale

Buckeye
Medical Supply

hood are predominantly of masonry
construction, showing a change in
materials as the neighborhood progressed over several decades.
Designed by Alfred Granger and
completed in 1896, the Elizabeth Keys
Churchill house was designated a
Cleveland Heights landmark in 2007.
Ken Goldberg is a member of the Cleveland Heights Landmark Commission,
which preserves and protects buildings,
works of art and other objects of historical
or architectural value to the community.
The commission’s seven members are appointed to three-year terms by CH City
Council.

Cleveland Heights City Council

Here to help since 1962

meeting highlights

216-291-4000

SEPTEMBER 5, 2017
All council members were in attendance:
Mayor Cheryl L. Stephens, Vice Mayor Jason
Stein, Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Carol Roe,
Michael N. Ungar and Melissa Yasinow.

Visit our showroom

1495 Warrensville Center Road, South Euclid
(500 feet south of Mayfield Road)

Public comments
Neighborhood concern: Pat Frost-Brook of
Bainbridge Road showed a sign advertising
to buy homes, and explained that people in
her neighborhood have been approached
about selling their homes. Council discussed
her concerns and City Manager Tanisha
Briley recommended calling the planning
department to take any signs down, saying
she preferred that residents not call the police
in order to save their time and energy for other
work. The city will investigate Frost-Brook’s
concerns.
Climate change statement: Resident
Patricia Funk complimented Council Member
Dunbar on the statement she made at the July
27 council meeting about climate change,
underlining her strong agreement with
Dunbar about the urgency of dealing with
climate change. However, she also agrees
that council has too many local issues and
responsibilities already and, therefore, should
not adopt climate as council’s official concern.
CDC (Community Development Corporation): Representing the Housing Task Force
of Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC),
resident Melanie Hart strongly recommended
that the city begin work to form a working
group to develop a CDC. Resident Diana
Woodbridge also spoke in favor of moving

Adult and Pediatric Dermatology

Hair Loss Center offering PRP treatments

The Churchill home.

Angela O. Kyei,
MD, MPH, FAAD
Board Certified
Dermatologist

Laser treatments, including hair removal,
spider veins and more
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS
2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights
216-417-3250
www. cosmodermatology.com

forward with the work required to form a
CDC. Woodbridge, chair of GCC’s Housing
Task Force, called upon her past experience
as head of the Home Repair Resource Center
to support the need for the CDC.
Traffic concerns: Lee Barbee of Hereford
Road, representing the Forest Hill Trustees’
Association, requested either a stop sign or
the posting of a 25-mile-an-hour sign at Stuart
and Hereford roads. People are using it as a
cut-through to Taylor Road.
New refuse transfer trailer
Council gave the city manager permission to
replace a 75-cubic-yard refuse transfer trailer.
Public service plan for Coventry Village
Through several pieces of legislation, council
approved the implementation of the Coventry
Village SID (Special Improvement District)
through an assessment of a public service
plan and authorizing an agreement for disbursal of funds from the assessment.
LWV Observer: Carol Gibson.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

Open House

Watch ’em thrive at
Hanna Perkins School

Wednesday, Nov. 8
4-6 pm; Q&A 5pm

Kindergarten • Preschool • Toddler

Hanna Perkins is for all children
—those developing typically
and those who need some help
with social-emotional skills. We
work closely with parents, and
focus on each child’s emotional
development for a lifetime of
happiness and success.

Our focus on emotional intelligence helps children
recognize and manage their feelings, for success in
school and life.
• Autism Spectrum Disorders dedicated classroom
• Parenting support
• Child & adolescent therapeutic services

www.hannaperkins.org
216-991-4472 • Shaker Heights
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Peace Lutheran Church set to officially begin

Documentary film
explores costs of
privatizing education

Don King

Susie Kaeser

courtesy don king

On Sunday, Oct. 29, Lutherans, Roman
Catholics and other Christians around
the globe will commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation. On the
Eve of All Saints’ Day in 1517, Martin
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the
church door in Wittenberg, Germany.
Concurrent with the invention of the
printing press, this new movement
swiftly spread throughout northern
and western Europe, leading to other
protestant reformations throughout
the church catholic. Much healing has
occurred through the centuries, and
since the Second Vatican Council of the
early 1960s, which ushered in the start
of the modern ecumenical movement,
Lutherans and Roman Catholics have
come to realize their oneness in faith.
Here in Cleveland Heights, Lutherans and other Christians will
come together to celebrate the newest
Lutheran congregation in the Northeastern Ohio Synod: Peace Lutheran
Church, at 3740 Mayfield Road. The
congregation of Peace is the result of a
merger between the former Hope Lutheran (soon to be the home of Calvary

Members of Peace Lutheran Church gather around its temporary new sign.

service, all attending will be invited to a
reception in honor of this new ministry.
All members of the Heights community are invited to participate in this
service, which will celebrate the past
through the lens of the Reformation
and the prior ministries of Bethlehem
and Hope, as well as look to the future
and the opportunities this new ministry brings. For more information, go to
www.peacelutheran-clehts.org.

Hill Baptist Church) and Bethlehem
Lutheran, where the Peace congregation will reside. Because of church
closures and mergers, Peace will be the
one congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
in the entire Heights community.
At 10 a.m. on Oct. 29, Bishop Abraham Allende of the Northeastern Ohio
Synod will lead the congregation in a
service of Chartering and Reception
of a Congregation, as well as the installation of its two co-pastors, the Reverends Don King and Jessica Shields.
King had served Hope Lutheran since
1999, and Shields recently celebrated
her 10th anniversary with the Bethlehem community. Following this special

The Reverend Don King is co-pastor of
Peace Lutheran Church on Mayfield Road
and an active participant in the Heights
interfaith community. He has served in local
congregations since 1999 and has lived in
Cleveland Heights since 1985.

EASTWOOD
F URNITURE
3451 Fairmount Blvd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
www.eastwoodfurniture.com

216-303-9862

facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture

Solid Hardwood
Made in Ohio
Designed by You

A free screening of “Backpack Full
of Cash,” a documentary film about
school reform that uses public funds
to privatize education, will take place
on Tuesday, Oct. 10, at 7 p.m. in the
Cleveland Heights High School auditorium, 13263 Cedar Road.
The film, narrated by Matt Damon, uses case studies in two urban
school districts to explore how charter
schools and vouchers undermine America’s public schools and alternatives
to strengthen them. “Backpack Full
of Cash” views public education as a
basic civil right and features principals,
teachers, activists, parents and students
who are fighting for public education.
A discussion will follow the
screening.
		
Ohio has had charter schools
since 1997 and voucher programs
since 2006. Privatization affects every district in the state. According to
the Columbus Dispatch, last year more
than $1 billion went to Ohio charter
schools, and $117 million went to
Ohio’s three voucher programs.
This year, the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School
District will transfer more than $2.8
million to charter schools and $4.7
million to private/parochial schools
for students using publicly funded
vouchers. Unlike most districts, more
residents of the district use vouchers
to enroll in a private school than use
public funds to attend a privately
operated charter school.
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos is leading the federal charge
to fund vouchers, making it both
a state and federal policy initiative
with widespread implications for the
future of public education.
The screening is sponsored by the
Heights Coalition for Public Education, Reaching Heights, Cleveland
Heights Teachers Union, Northeast
Ohio Friends of Public Education,
Progress Northeast Ohio and the
Northeast Ohio Branch of the American Association of University Women.
Susie Kaeser is the co-convener of the
Heights Coalition for Public Education, a
volunteer group of citizens and educators
committed to public education.

IN

Celebrating
20 Years!

30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP

$59

(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY)
2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.
(216) 371-9760
www.atmacenter.com

LESLIE DUMM Fluid Dynamics
September 30—November 1
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Zoma

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste – you are ours”
. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)
. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,
lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)
. Coffee ceremony
. Gluten Free options
We cater for all your events (office/private)
www.zomacleveland.com
Mention this Ad get 20% off (12pm-4pm)

Octavofest programs return to the Heights
Louis Adrean and Laura Martin

Octavofest: Celebrating the Book
and Paper Arts is back this fall. Now
in its ninth year, this annual festival,
which grew out of programs organized at Heights Libraries by librarian
and Heights resident Carole Wallencheck, continues to expand.
This year’s program began in
September and spills over into November. On its calendar are several
events based in the Heights and an
extensive program of activities for
all ages, from lectures to workshops,
and exhibitions to museum tours.
Internationally known book artist
Emily Martin will be this year’s special
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WHAT’S IMPORTANT
TO YOU?
LET’S TALK AT MY NEXT
MEET & GREET.
My name is Tas Nadas, and I’m running for
Cleveland Heights City Council. I look forward to
talking to you at one of my Meet & Greet events.
Visit tnadas.org - click on events for
times and locations.

T. NADAS
Cleveland Heights City Council

TNADAS.ORG

PAID FOR BY NADAS FOR CITY COUNCIL
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guest, appearing at several venues during the last week of October.
Heights Libraries continues to be
a proud participant in Octavofest. This
year the Lee Road branch will feature a
presentation by Keith Allen, author of
the pop-up children’s book What a Mess!
Allen, a designer-artist at American
Greetings, will speak about his work as
a paper engineer and book artist.
Children’s literature and moveable books are a theme for many
events in this year’s Octavofest.
Appletree Books, sponsor of
several programs, will exhibit original
work by Heights book artist Gene
Epstein, who will design the store’s
window display for Octavofest. She
will also present a workshop on altering books later in the month. A
program by book and paper conservator—and Heights resident—Karen
Esper, at which attendees can have
damaged books assessed for conservation, is also planned. Appletree
will also host a program by Ben Sapp,
director of the Mazza Museum in
Findlay. He will discuss the history
of this Ohio museum of children’s
book illustrators, and talk about the
importance and history of children’s
literature. Sapp will also be the keynote speaker for the annual conference of the Literacy Cooperative,
an organization that involves several
Heights schools.
Heights residents who are members of Art Books Cleveland, a book
arts organization, will have work on
view in exhibitions at such venues as
Notre Dame College, the Morgan
Conservatory, and the lobby of the
Cleveland State University Galleries.
(Both the Morgan Conservatory and
Art Books Cleveland are celebrating
their 10th anniversaries in 2017, and
several Heights residents are longtime members of both.)
Octavofest events take place
throughout Northeast Ohio, and its
sponsors and partners include universities, school districts, bookstores,
libraries, nonprofit institutions, museums, and special interest organizations.
Those interested in learning more
about Octavofest can find a full listing
of events at www.octavofest.org.
Louis Adrean and Laura Martin are both
members of the Octavofest Steering Committee and are longtime residents of Cleveland
Heights’ Cedar Fairmount neighborhood.
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FutureHeights and
League of Women
voters sponsor

Oct. 18
Candidates
Night

See details on page
1 of LWV voters
guide special insert
HRRC plans a full
autumn schedule
David Brock

Now that fall is in full swing, the
Home Repair Resource Center
(HRRC) begins its busy season. In
October, HRRC offers classes on
insulation and caulking, composting,
hardwood floor refinishing, interior
painting projects, and much more.
Organizers are especially excited
for a Women’s Home How-To Carpentry Series beginning Oct. 4 and
running every Wednesday through
Nov. 15. Participants will have an opportunity to familiarize themselves
with power tools and learn some basic carpentry, as well as how to hang
drywall, lay and grout ceramic tile,
and paint, among other projects.
The Women’s Home How-To
Series is one of the services for which
HRRC is best known, and the organization is planning for a packed house
for the carpentry series.
HRRC is also working to spread
the word about what the Cleveland
Heights nonprofit agency does. In
recent weeks, HRRC has offered
classes in the Buckeye-Woodland
neighborhood, as well as one in
the Old Brooklyn neighborhood
on Cleveland’s west side. One of
HRRC’s goals is to expose residents
of other communities to the services
provided here by HRRC.
A listing of classes is at www.
hrrc-ch.org, as well as on the new sign
in front of the HRRC building at
2520 Noble Road.
David Brock is education coordinator for
Home Repair Resource Center.
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Fair trade teach-in and expo coming to JCU
Laura Potter-Sadowski

Initiated in 2005, the Ohio Fair
Trade Teach-In & Expo brings
people of all ages together from
across the state to learn about and
become more involved in supporting fair trade—a model for socially
and environmentally conscious
consumerism.
This year’s teach-in and expo,
hosted by the Ohio Fair Trade
Network and John Carroll University (JCU), will take place on
Saturday, Oct. 21, on the JCU
campus in University Heights. The
free event, open to the public, will
feature a marketplace with more
than 40 fair trade vendors from
across the state, from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. A special presentation
for participants will occur during
a lunch break. A full schedule and
further information can be found
at http://ohiofairtrade.com/teach-inexpo-2017/.
This year’s main sponsors are
Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream, Fairtrade
America, the Fair Trade Federation, the Inter-Religious Task
Force on Central America, John
Carroll University, the Ohio Fair
Trade Network, the Presbytery of
the Western Reserve and Revy Fair
Trade.
The teach-in will highlight
human rights and environmental
justice, with three keynote speak-

ers from across the globe.
Farmworker leaders of the
Coalition of Immokalee Workers
(CIW), a farmworker human rights
organization based in Florida,
will give the first keynote address.
CIW’s fair food program guarantees rights not seen before by farmworkers, including rights to shade
and rest breaks, and freedom from
sexual harassment and modern-day
slavery. The Washington Post called
the fair food program a great human rights success story, and the
New York Times referred to it as
the best workplace-monitoring
program in the country.
Cambridge, Massachusettsbased Jonathan Rosenthal, executive director of the New Economy
Coalition, will present “Network
Weaving: Building Grassroots
Power through Collaboration.”
Rosenthal has spent more than
30 years working to transform
the power of business from a destructive force of accumulation
into a healing force honoring the

Oct. 28 event benefits
women’s education

interconnectedness of all people
and the planet. He co-founded
Equal Exchange, Oke USA and
Belmont-Watertown Local First.
He has consulted with people and
organizations across the trade
justice movement.
Alex Escobar Prado, of Jalapa,
Guatemala, an activist, educator
and member of the Guatemalan
environmental justice organization Youth Organized in Defense
of Life (JODVID), will present
a third keynote. Born of the
str ug gle for community selfdetermination and resistance to
Tahoe Resources’ Escobal silver
mine in Guatemala, JODVID uses
the arts and popular education to
mobilize young people in local and
regional movements to protect
the environment and defend territory.
This fair trade event will provide an opportunity for visitors
to explore fair trade and social
justice issues. The event will
emphasize education; students
should make sure their school
is represented in the inaugural
Supply Chain Change Awards.
Register online at http://tinyurl.
com/ybf5b33v.

The Cleveland Heights Chapter Q of
P.E.O. International will host its sixth
annual Afternoon with an Author
event on Saturday, Oct. 28, 2 p.m., at
Forest Hill Presbyterian Church, 3031
Monticello Blvd. in Cleveland Heights.
This year’s program will showcase
local author Annie Hogsett and her
debut novel, Too Lucky to Live.
All proceeds will benefit P.E.O.
International Projects for Women’s
Education (www.peointernational.org).
Set in Cleveland, Too Lucky to Live
(2017, Poisoned Pen Press) is a romantic
mystery that features an unlikely couple
and familiar Cleveland locales.
Award-winning local author
Thrity Umrigar wrote the foreword
for the book—the first in Hogsett’s
planned “Somebody’s Bound to Wind
Up Dead” mystery series.
The afternoon will include a book
reading and Q-and-A session with
Hogsett, followed by a book signing
and dessert reception. A Cultural
Exchange, a nonprofit organization,
will offer copies of the books for sale.
Tickets are $15. To purchase tickets, or for more information, contact
Katie Rarick at 847-204-1555 or chapterqohio@gmail.com.

Laura Potter-Sadowski is store manager for One World Shop in Rocky River
and serves as a committee member for
the Ohio Fair Trade Network.

A resident of Cleveland Heights and proud
mom of a Cleveland Heights High School graduate, Donna Johnson is a member of Cleveland
Heights Chapter Q of P.E.O International .

Donna Johnson

YOUR VOTE COUNTS:
Tuesday, November 7

Melissa

YASINOW
Mike
UNGAR
YASINOW  UNGAR
Cleveland Heights City Council

WORKING FOR YOU!
Paid for by: Yasinow For Council, Treasurer Jennifer Jaketic, 2964 Washington Blvd., Cleveland Hts., Ohio 44118
Mike Ungar for Council, Treasurer Deborah Warner, 2596 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Hts, OH 44106
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Community News

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST
Since 1982

The new natatorium is located at the northwest corner of the Heights High building. Community
access is available through the doors off Washington Boulevard.

Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

Honesty, Value and
Communication

Cleveland Heights High School
pool is open to the community

VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE
1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

Scott Wortman

The new Cleveland Heights High
School pool is now open to all

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

Heights Observer October 1, 2017

				

residents who live within the
boundaries of the CH-UH City
School District.
Members of the community, as
well as district staff, can purchase
swim passes through the Parks and
Recreation Department of the city
of Cleveland Heights.
Fall swim passes cost $70
for a family, $32 for an adult (age
19–59), and $25 for a senior (age
60 and older). The fall pool season opened on Sept. 11, and runs
through Nov. 3.
During the fall season, the pool
is open to the community for the
activities specified below, on the
days and times listed.
• Adult Lap Swim only: 6–7:30 a.m.,
Monday through Friday; 5:30–8
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
and 8–10 a.m., Saturday.
• Adult Lap Swim and Family Swim:
5–8 p.m., Friday; and 12:30–2 p.m.,
Saturday.
The schedule for community
access to the pool will change after Nov. 3, to accommodate swim
team practices and events. The
city of Cleveland Heights will set
the new schedule, which is not yet
available.
Community members should
use the entrance on Washington
Boulevard, adjacent to the football
stadium, to access the pool and
locker rooms.
Access to the school building
beyond the natatorium is restricted
during the hours that it is open to
the community.
Visit the the city of Cleveland
Heights’s website, www.clevelandheights.com/index.aspx?page=2170,
for information on swim programs
and lessons, and updates to the
schedule.
Information is also available in
the September 2017 issue of University Heights’ “At Your Service”
newsletter, which can be found at
www.universityheights.com.
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of
communications for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District.
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VOTE

JAMES

COSTELLO
FOR JUDGE

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS MUNICIPAL COURT

E XPERIENCE, DEDICATION, & FAIRNESS
Cleveland Heights Residents,
I am James Costello and I am
running for Cleveland Heights
Municipal Court Judge. Our Court
is one of the busiest municipal
courts in the area dealing with
everyday issues that affect all of
us. This is an important position
and deserves your thoughtful
participation. I have the dedication,
experience, community
engagement, respect, and
commitment to serve Cleveland
Heights well, and I hope that I
can gain your support, and your
vote, on November 7th.
I am dedicated to Cleveland
Heights. I was raised here. I
delivered the Sun Press, bagged
groceries at Russo’s, and sold
cars at Motorcars. Growing up
here helped shape who I am.
My wife, Alicia, and I have chosen
to make this our home and raise
our two sons in this diverse and
creative community.
I have the experience needed to
serve as your Judge. I am a current
Acting Judge in the Cleveland
Heights Municipal Court, appointed
two years ago by our retiring Judge
Buchanan. I sit on the bench as
Judge and decide cases, conduct
pretrials, determine appropriate
protection orders, set bail, and
sentence those found guilty. After
graduating from Case Western
University School of Law, I opened
my practice here in Cleveland
Heights, representing indigent
defendants in traffic and criminal
cases in our Court. In my twelve
years as a practicing attorney, I
have handled a vast array of every
type of case that gets heard in
our Municipal Court including civil
and small claims cases, evictions,
and housing code violation cases.

I understand what it takes, and I
am prepared to be your Judge.
I am engaged in our community.
I served on the Cleveland Heights
Recreation Advisory Board and
the Cleveland Heights Civil Service
Commission. I am a graduate of
the Cleveland Heights Citizens
Police Academy, which improved
my understanding of our Police
Department and its operations.
I am a longtime member of the
Cleveland Heights Democratic Club.
I mentored in the Cleveland schools
through the 3Rs program set up
by the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar
Association. My oldest son is a first
grader in our public schools and I
am an active PTA member. I am
known and respected throughout
Cleveland Heights. I have a strong

I am committed to the vitality of
Cleveland Heights. I have extensive
experience handling housing code
violations cases in municipal courts
throughout Ohio. As an Acting
Judge in Cleveland Heights, I know
both the power of the Court to
address housing issues and the
limitations of that judicial power.
I believe the preservation of our
housing stock is essential to the
future success of our community,
and I know there are steps the
Court can take to ensure the best
outcomes. I am ready to commit
the Court to ongoing community
forums to address these issues,
seeking involvement from
homeowners, commercial and
residential landlords, tenants,
nonprofits, our housing inspectors,

RESPECTED IN THE COMMUNITY & ENDORSED BY:
Councilwoman Carol Roe
Councilman Mike Ungar
Councilwoman Melissa Yasinow
Former Mayor Dennis Wilcox
Former Mayor Ed Kelley
Former Councilwoman Bonnie Caplan
Former Mayor Alan Rapoport

State Sen. Sandra R. Williams
State Rep. Janine Boyd
Cuyahoga County Councilman
Anthony T. Hairston
Mayor Cheryl Stephens
Vice Mayor Jason Stein
Councilwoman Mary Dunbar

extensive time and resources that
our Court and our City simply do
not have. While it is certainly
appropriate to explore these
options, the solutions must include
utilizing and improving those
programs already in place, such
as our youth diversion program
and the driver’s license suspension
diversion program that helps
individuals get out of the costly
cycle that far too often
disproportionately impacts the
poor in our community. It also
means building upon and using
the resources in our community
like the arts and the nonprofits
to find ways to deal not only with
the individual defendant in front
of me but also deal with the larger
problems in our criminal justice
system. There are inequities in
our judicial system. Far too often
income and race determine
outcomes in our judicial system.
While there is certainly no simple
solution, improved interactions
and continual discussions between
all those with a stake in our City
are essential. When I am elected
Judge, I pledge to focus on, and
never shy away from, these issues.
As Judge, I will do everything in
my power to serve as an agent of
justice and protect our community.

base of supporters who knew me as
a kid, have seen me advocate on
behalf of my clients as an attorney,
and have served this City with me.
As a result, I have already been
endorsed by many of our public
servants as well as a wide range
of Cleveland Heights citizens.
I am proud to be endorsed by
the Cleveland Heights Democrats
in this race. However, I will
never let any individual or my
political affiliation interfere with
my independence, integrity,
and impartiality.

and our City government. I also
have the expertise to bring
innovative solutions to the problem
of absentee landlords and vacant
bank-owned properties on day one.

EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE
• Acting Judge, Cleveland Heights

COMMITTED TO OUR
COMMUNITY

FAIRNESS FOR ALL IN
OUR MUNICIPAL COURT

• Attorney with Powers Friedman Linn, PLL

• A lifelong Cleveland Heights resident

• Understands the importance of public

• Instituting a dedicated housing

safety, stability, and the housing stock
to our community
• Served on Cleveland Heights Civil
Service Commission
• Graduate of the Cleveland Heights Citizens
Police Academy

• Improving bail and fine system ensuring

Municipal Court

• Handled and argued hundreds of criminal,

civil, and housing code violation cases in
municipal courts throughout Ohio
• Graduate of Case Western Reserve
School of Law

I am committed to the safety of
our community. Offenders need
to be punished for their crimes,
but they may also need to be
given the tools necessary to
change their path. Shipping the
problems of Cleveland Heights off
to another court is not the solution.
Nor is simply promising specialized
courts the answer, as they require

Your vote for Municipal Court
Judge, and the outcome of this race,
will have a serious and lasting
effect on Cleveland Heights. I
seek your vote to be the Judge
and public servant that Cleveland
Heights needs and deserves.
Thank you for your thoughtful
consideration and your vote,
James Costello

violation docket

fairness for everyone

• Updating Court technology for added

value and improved accountability

• Enhancing community outreach

COSTELLO4 JUDGE.COM
Paid for by the Committee to Elect James Costello, Joan Moore, Treasurer, 2857 East Overlook Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
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Customer Service is Our Priority

We Service Foreign/Domestic Cars &
Light Duty Trucks

Established since 1954 under
Washington & Lee Auto Service, Inc.

2080 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-371-2850

Speedskating lessons for all ages begin Oct. 19
Barb Rosenbaum

Arthur Schmiedl, of Cleveland
Heights, had just finished a learnto-skate session at the Cleveland
Heights Community Center when
he noticed someone his age walking
around on really long skates.
“What are those?” he asked.
“Those are speed skates, kid,”
said a coach who happened to overhear. “Want to give it a try?”
Schmiedl was 9 at the time. A
few months later, he raced in his first
short-track speedskating meet, and is
now back for his third year of fun and
competition. Earlier this year, he and
three friends competed in the team

courtesy Barb Rosenbaum

WASHINGTON & LEE
SERVICE, INC.

2016–17 Midget & Under State Relay Team (lfrom left): Mary Turner, Margo Burke, Arthur Schmiedl
and Drew Harmon.

8000 Square feEt of supervised play
in south euclid

relay event for their age group at the
state championship.
The Cleveland Heights Speedskating Club formed in 2001, shortly
after the new north rink opened at
the CH Community Center. Apolo
Ohno, perhaps the most famous
American short-track speedskater,
competed here several times during

“Judson is the perfect place for us!”
— Jim and Nina Gibans, Judson Park residents since 2016

Stalwarts of the Cleveland arts-and-culture scene, Nina
and Jim Gibans had accumulated a lifetime’s worth of
memories in their Shaker Heights home. But when health
demands challenged their independent lifestyle, the
couple agreed it was time to move to Ambler Court - a
beautifully renovated assisted living neighborhood that
offers signature programing and care in an ideal
environment for those in need of increased assistance.
“It felt like home from the start,” says Nina of the
couple’s suite, filled with a curated collection of the
books, music and art they love. And they take comfort in
the easy access to the onsite health and wellness
programs they both need. “We love it here,” says Nina.
Learn about Assisted Living at Judson Park.
Call (216) 446-1845 to arrange for a tour today.

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park
Heights Observer October 1, 2017
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his run as an Olympian.
The club practices on Monday
evenings and Saturday afternoons, September through March. Members’ ages
range from 5 to 75. The coaching staff
mentors children and adults at all levels
of ability at a cost designed to be inclusive for the diverse Heights community.
The club has several nationally
ranked skaters. Others have more
modest goals—going fast, working
to improve their times, and moving
to longer distances in the company of
friends and supportive club members.
“I have a lot of fun at practice and
at races,” said Ryan Shane, 13, now in
his fourth season with the club. “Every year, I’m able to set new goals and
accomplish them. The first year they
worked with me on things like staying
in base position and getting proper
cross-overs. By my third year, it was
making my goal times and going to
national age-group championships.”
“My son Drew loves the speedskating program at Heights,” said
Christine Harmon. “The camaraderie
and the chance to exercise and test his
abilities keep him engaged. It’s great
for kids; all week, I hear stories about
the coaches and other skaters.”
For participants who want to
compete, local meets are held twice
a year at the community center,
sanctioned by Ohio Speedskating
under the US Speedskating national
organization.
For those interested in trying this
fast, non-contact sport, the Cleveland
Heights Recreation Department will
offer a $66 six-week Introduction to
Speedskating session for all ages on
Thursdays, 6:15–7 p.m., beginning
Oct. 19. A second session will begin
in January.
Hockey skates and bicycle helmets are appropriate for the introductory sessions.
If interested, contact the ice rink
or the Cleveland Heights Speedskating Club president, Barb Rosenbaum, at bk@therosenbaums.net. Or
visit the club website, www.clevelandheightsspeedskating.org.
Cleveland Heights resident Barb Rosenbaum is a Level 1 coach and president of
the Cleveland Heights Speedskating Club.
With a second-place age-group finish at the
national championship, she occasionally
calls herself the second fastest old-lady
speedskater in the nation.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Cleveland Heights Happy 5K and Fun Run
on Oct. 8 will benefit youth scholarship fund
The city of Cleveland Heights recognizes the need to provide an opportunity for all children in the community
to participate in its youth and teen
recreation programs. Not all families
can afford the associated costs of
such participation, however. That
is why the Youth Scholarship Fund
was established—to make recreation
programs more accessible to those
Cleveland Heights children in need.
The Cleveland Heights Parks
and Recreation Department administers the scholarship and hosts the
Cleveland Heights Happy 5K, 10K &
1 Mile Fun Run as a means of raising
scholarship funds.
This year’s race will take place on
Sunday, Oct. 8, at 10 a.m. The race
is a fun run for all ages and abilities,
as well as a chip-timed race for the
competitive runner.
The race, now in its third year,
has raised more than $10,000, providing hundreds of scholarships each
year to deserving children.
To register, go to www.westernreserveracing.com/events/cleveland-heights-

happy-5k-10k. The race is limited to
the first 1,000 registrants.
Included with each registration
is a race shirt, two race-day drink
vouchers, and more than $100 in
“Cleveland Heights Cash,” redeemable at 20-plus Cleveland Heights
merchants.
Cleveland Heights’ youth scholarship program offers reduced rates
on recreation activities to people
who meet specific guidelines. The
city is committed to growing the
scholarship fund and invites all interested citizens to learn more by
visiting www.clevelandheights.com/
youth-scholarship-fund.
Mary Trupo is the director of communications and community engagement for the
city of Cleveland Heights.

Autumn is ‘Better by Bike’
life cycle

Heights Bicycle Coalition

Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC) has
adopted “Better by Bike” as a theme
for many recommended destinations
and rides. It’s a theme that works
throughout the year, with the possible exception (in the view of some)
of snowy and icy days. Indeed, riding
a bicycle is one of the best ways to
enjoy the vibrant colors and cooler
temperatures of fall. To that end, the
coalition is sponsoring some enticing
rides in October.
Longtime Heights resident
Leonard (Lenny) Horowitz will show
bicyclists his favorite recreational
ride around the Heights. This 13-mile
“Park to Park to Park Ride” starts at
9 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 1, from the
DeLisle Options Center parking lot
at 14780 Superior Road, Cleveland
Heights. The ride will wind through
Cain, Cumberland and Forest Hill
parks, circle the Forest Hill pond,
then progress, primarily via side
streets, toward Cedar Fairmount.
The ride up Bellfield Avenue will
connect to North Park Boulevard’s
bike lanes and quiet streets en route
to Hathaway Brown School, then
return to DeLisle.
On Sunday, Oct. 8, 1–3 p.m.,
Roy Larick, Ph.D, archeologist and
founder of Bluestone Heights environmental consultancy, will lead
the “Ghost Stream Bicycle Ride,
Featuring Dugway Brook.” When
Cleveland and the Heights were

Heights Observer October 1, 2017

being developed, covering and culverting streambeds was the norm.
Dugway Brook is completely buried
in Cleveland, but traces of it can be
seen in the Heights. This ride will
highlight what remains of Dugway
above ground in the Heights, what’s
hidden, and what the future holds,
in light of recent EPA requirements
for our watersheds. The ride also
will point out notable institutions
that have crowded out Dugway.
Starting from Coventry Village
Library on the southeast corner
of Euclid Heights Boulevard and
Coventry Road, the ride will progress—in rain or shine—as far as
Laurel School before looping back.
Reservations are required for this
ride, and participants must sign
HBC’s liability waiver. To register,
call 216- 325-7781. (Bike helmets are
highly recommended.)
On Sunday, Oct. 15, “Biking Has
Its Perks” will take participants on a
ride from the Heights to downtown
Cleveland, to visit coffee shops
en route and savor their brews.
Participants can either ride their
bicycles back to the Heights or put
their bikes on RTA buses that will
carry them uphill into the Heights.
Ride details, including starting time
and place, can be found on HBC’s
website, www.bikesintheheights.org,
or Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/bikesintheheights/.

2016 runners crossing the historic Forest Hill Park bridge.

Forest Hill 5K run/walk set for Oct. 15
Eileen Smotzer and Kate Lewis

The second annual Fall for Forest
Hill 5K Run/Walk will take place on
Sunday, Oct. 15. The race, to benefit
the East Cleveland Parks Association,
offers participants an opportunity to
experience spectacular fall colors on
a unique and scenic USATF-certified
course, winding through historic Forest Hill Park.
The race will begin and end in
Forest Hill Park, adjacent to the
Cleveland Heights Community Center at 1 Monticello Blvd.
Race-day check-in time is 8 a.m.,
at picnic shelter 2A and 2B. The chiptimed race will begin at 9 a.m., and the
walk will start at 9:05.
5K runner awards will include the
top overall female and male, and the
top overall female and male in each
age category: 14 and under; 15–17;
18–24; 24–34; 35–44; 45–54; 55–64; 65
and over.
There will be additional prizes for
family fun runners and walkers, and a
special kids’ event at the finish. The
course is wheelchair accessible, and

stroller friendly.
Post-race, there will be refreshments and a raffle, and Spice Restaurant will offer its breakfast burritos
for sale at the boathouse.
Registration includes a performance T-shirt and refreshments.
Early registration, $20, closes Oct.
10. Race-day registration is $25. For
students, ages 11–17, early registration
is $10, and race-day registration is $15.
Students can also register in teams of
up to 12 participants, for a $100 fee.
Team registration closes on Oct. 6,
and should made by mail (see details
below).
For additional information on
the race, and to register online, visit
www.fhho.org/fall5k. To register by
mail, send a check payable to FHHO
Inc. to Forest Hill Homeowners Inc.,
Attn: Fall 5K, 2419 Lee Blvd., Cleveland Heights, 44118-1206.
The deadline for all mail-in registrations is Oct. 6.
Eileen Smotzer and Kate Lewis are race
organizers and board trustees for Forest
Hill Home Owners Association.

place-making continued from page 1

officer for a Strong Neighborhood at
Saint Luke’s Foundation, will discuss
Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative’s youth place-making effort,
Making Our Own Space (MOOS),
a collaborative effort to empower
young Clevelanders with the skills to
creatively transform their neighborhood public spaces.
After the panel discussion, the

forum will open for an interactive
conversation about the community
fabric in the Heights.
The event is free and open to the
public. FutureHeights requests that
participants RSVP at www.futureheights.org/place-making.
Sruti Basu is the director of communitybuilding programs at FutureHeights.

Fall Flea Market

all proceeds benefit mission work

Friday, October 20, 9:30 - 5
$10 admission 9:30 - 10:30, free thereafter

Saturday, October 21, 10 - 2
50% off all items (except collectibles) all day Saturday

Clothing, Furniture, Collectibles, Toys, Sporting,
Garden and Household items

Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3
nonprofit dedicated to educating and
encouraging Heights community members to use bicycles as a sustainable and
healthy form of transportation and recreation. Mary Dunbar, vice president of
the coalition, wrote this column.

			

courtesy fhho

Mary Trupo

Bake Sale
Homemade Soup & Hot Dog Lunch
We welcome donations from the community!

2537 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights

Drop off items at the church October 16-18.

(216) 321-8880
www.chsaviour.org

(No televisions, please.)

Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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Heights Schools

TODAY
IS THE
DAY.

courtesy ch-uh city school district

Call now.
Why wait?

Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans*
Insurance
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance
Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member SIPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

216-382-9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com
www.hdvest.com

Heights High principal welcomes students

Raymond J. Wohl

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

2121 South Green Road, Ste 204
South Euclid, OH 44121

Joy Henderson

On the third day of school, Cleveland
Heights High School principal Brian
Williams invited students to grade
level meetings in the auditorium. He
introduced himself and talked about
the new building as a symbol for a
new era in Tiger Nation.
“The adults in this building are
here to support and help you,” Williams said.
He spoke about the new building
and the responsibility of attending
school in a brand new facility that was
provided by the community.
“We have a collective commitment to treat this amazing place with
respect and gratitude. What was given
to us must be held as sacred space and
treated with the utmost respect,” Williams said.
Williams also spoke about the
importance of unity and community.
“We can live by the Latin phrase ‘E
pluribus unum.’ Out of many, one. We
are many individuals, but we are also
one Tiger Nation,” he said.
Williams was clear that he has great

Osmeivy Ortega Untitled, Sueño Americano (American Dream), woodcut print on cotton mop rags

The Art of Exchange
Contemporary Cuban Art
in Cleveland
The Cleveland Institute of Art’s Reinberger
Gallery presents a compelling selection
of works by Contemporary Cuban artists,
which seek to examine and celebrate
cultural exchange. cia.edu/exhibitions

Heights High Principal Brian Williams is often in the halls, talking to students. He recently talked to
juniors Ella Damaser and Macy Smith, students in Madame Woods’ French Honors 2 class. The students were preparing to leave for a field trip to the Cedar Lee Theatre to view a French language film.

respect and admiration for the students
and also has high expectations for them.
“We believe that there are no bad
students, but sometimes students do
make poor choices,” he said. “Today we
are letting you know our expectations.
Once we know better, we do better.”
When Williams introduced
the assistant principals, guidance
counselors and school social workers to the class of 2019, the students
clapped for each staff member.
Williams thanked the students
for their polite clapping and said,
“That shows love, and I appreciate
that.”
A student yelled out, “We love
you.” Williams responded, “I love you
back, each and every one of you.”
Josh Luton, dean of students, also
addressed the attendees before outlining the school’s expectations for
its students. “I am a positive person,”
Luton said. “And I am here to support
you and help you make choices that
will help you graduate.”
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Fairfax Elementary School to host
kindergarten open house on Oct. 11

Nov 2–Dec 15
opening reception
Thu Nov 2
6–8pm

Cathan Cavanaugh

Fairfax Elementary School invites
all Heights families with rising kindergartners to attend an open house
at the school on Oct. 11, 6–7 p.m.
Guests will have the opportunity to tour the school building,
meet teachers and the principal,
and learn all about what the school
has to offer.
Current Fairfax families will
also be on hand to answer ques-

tions.
If you cannot attend the Oct.
11 event and would like to schedule
a tour, call 216-371-7480.
Fairfax Elementary School is
located at 3150 Fairfax Road in
Cleveland Heights, and is led by
Principal Quatrice James.
Cathan Cavanaugh is the communications administrative assistant for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.

Cedar Fairmount
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construction is
almost over!
Celebrate With Us at the
CEDAR FAIRMOUNT
FALL FAMILY FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 22nd
Noon to 5 pm.

Visit www.cedarfairmount.org or our Facebook Page
for Streetscape Construction & Event Updates.
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FALL FESTIVAL

Sunday, October 22nd

SMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAY

Saturday, November 25th

HOLIDAY CRAFT MART
Saturday, December 2nd

Free Parking on
Weekends During
Construction

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Thousands attend Heights
High’s grand opening

LAUREN R. PACINI

Neff Landscaping & Snowplowing

Visitors admired the building’s front exterior in what used to be the courtyard.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

The community came together for
the grand opening of Cleveland
Heights High School on Sunday,
Sept. 10. More than 4,000 people
toured the newly reopened building,
and their reactions were overwhelmingly positive.
The words “beautiful,” “amazing,” “fantastic” were heard time and
again as alumni, parents, students
and community residents wandered
the halls. Two dozen teachers opened
their classrooms to share their learning spaces with the visitors.
“Two thumbs up, all the way
through,” said Bruce Tyler, a 1974
graduate and father of a Heights
eighth-grader. His favorite spaces
were the science rooms. “I know a
thing or two about microscopes,”
joked Tyler, a cyto-genetics technologist at University Hospitals.
Other visitors said they were
impressed by the music spaces, the
competition gym and swimming
pool, and the career and technical
education offerings.
“All the things they offer, like
pharmacology and physical therapy
. . . it’s insane!” said 1994 graduate
Cary Gernstetter. “I wish they had
offered all that when I was in school.
They have so many career-oriented
options.”
Many graduates said they wished
they had the chance to be students
in the renovated building. “I feel
cheated,” joked 1991 graduate Leroy
Daugherty, who was touring with his
wife, Kelly Bullock Daugherty, class
of 1990, and their three children.
The most common refrain from
alumni was how unrecognizable the
building was.
“I think it’s really great,” said
Henry Hammond, class of 2012. “But
I don’t even feel like I’m in the same
building. I keep looking for familiar

sites, like the street out the window,
so I can figure out where I am.”
Kara and John Schellenberg,
i mpressed w ith the bu i ld i ng ’s
transformation, said they hoped
for more opportunities for the
community to visit. Their two sons
are Heights alumni, including 2015
graduate Andrew, who finished his
high school career at Wiley. “He
knew he was making that sacrifice
for the good of others,” said John.
Heights Middle School seventhgrader Lola Chicotel could barely
cont a i n her excitement: “It ’s
awesome! And it’s crazy that we get
to go here. Crazy in a good way!”
Pauline George made the trip
from Michigan and toured the space
with Edna Carlisle, a friend she’d
met at Taylor Elementary School
in the late 1960s. The two women,
members of the class of 1981, were
over whelmed with emotion and
pride—both for the physical building
and the meaning it holds. “A Heights
education is a true gift,” said Carlisle.
“It allows you to go out into the
world and interact with all different
kinds of people, while knowing you
can connect with them because you
knew people like that in your own
high school.”
The two were joined on the tour
by a niece and her childhood friend,
who had brought along their own
children.
“There’s so much love here,” said
Carlisle.
“This is so much more than just
a high school,” said George. “It’s a
community.”
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former
district teacher and a freelance journalist
under contract with the CH-UH City
School District. A longer version of this
article appeared at www.chuh.org.

40rs...
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Dependable Service
in the Heights Area

Small Jeeps used in narrow driveways
Block discounts available

(440) 449-3050

Early Bird Coupons at:
nefflandscaping.com

~ CANDY CRAWL ~
Visit the merchants
on Lee Road for a fun night
of trick-or-treating!
Friday, October 20th
5 - 7 p.m.

Kids 12 and Under Only...
Must be accompanied by an adult
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Reaching Heights event aims to improve school-community communications
Krista Hawthorne

Last spring, Reaching Heights
invited 73 people—the leaders and
active volunteers of groups that
support public school students—to
participate in several listening sessions
about improving communication
between the community and the
C le vel a nd Hei g hts-Un i ver sit y
Heights City School District. In
all, representatives of 26 schoolcommunity groups were invited to
these meetings, which resulted in a
plan to reach out to more people to

build stronger relationships and a
sustainable communication network.
On Wednesday, Oct. 25, 6:30–
8:30 p.m., the public is invited
to at tend I mpr ov i n g S c ho ol Community Communications, a
meeting sponsored by Reaching
Heights. This open forum will take
place in the Cleveland Heights High
School cafeteria.

Tiger Shop reopens at Heights High

Participants will discuss methods
of improving communication with
one another and the school district
in small group discussions. These
discussions will be followed by an
action planning session, using the
ideas to launch a communication
network that will foster ongoing,
meaningful dialogue.
Attendees are advised to preregister by visiting www.reachingheights.
org, or calling 216-932-5110.
T h is ef for t suppor ts G oa l
3 of the CH-UH district’s fiveyear strategic plan that addresses
parent and community engagement,
partnerships and communication.
T he goa l states: “Pa rents a nd

T h e S e p t . 10
community
open house
at Cleveland
Hei g hts H i g h
School brought
thousands of people to the school, and
many of them made purchases at the
Tiger Shop.
Laura Stuart-Lilley, transition
coordinator at Heights High, and others
who staffed the shop were swamped, with
people purchasing T-shirts, sweatshirts,
glassware, key chains, book bags, teddy
bears and more.
The Tiger Shop is located in a
new space in the renovated front hall
of the high school, and offers school
supplies as well as Heights-themed
gear. Students from marketing classes
and the work lab operate the shop.
They do the inventory and ordering,
create the displays, and handle the
sales transactions.
That is the way the shop ran
for many years, before its operation

SEPTEMBER 5, 2017
President Ron Register, Vice President
Kal Zucker, Jim Posch, Eric Silverman
and Beverly Wright were present, as
were Superintendent Talisa Dixon and
Treasurer Scott Gainer. The meeting
began at 7 p.m. and adjourned at
8:25 p.m.
Recognitions
HOSA competitors: The superintendent
recognized Heights High senior
Yidiayah Box and graduate Sydney
Williams for their first place award in
the Ohio competition of HOSA (Health
Occupations Students of America),
which made them eligible to attend the
International Leadership Conference
in Orlando this summer. Box spoke
at the board meeting, complimenting
her instructor Casey Graham and the
Heights school and community for her
opportunities. Williams was unable to
attend.
Middle school IB team: Leslie Garrett and Melissa Garcar, International
Baccalaureate (IB) program specialists,
Jeff Johnston, Monticello Middle School
principal, and Patrick McNichols, Roxboro Middle School principal, were recognized for achieving middle school IB
world school authorization.

CT092117

Mary Sickbert is a retired CH-UH
district teacher and a longtime resident of
the Heights. She volunteered at the Tiger
Shop on Sept. 10.

Buy a Creation! Help a Child!
a unique boutique

Wednesday, October 18 | 11am-4pm

Board administrative policies
The first reading of the board administrative policies was presented. Many
of the policies remain the same. Board
member Zucker wondered whether the
DACA ruling would affect any students.

Acacia Reservation | Cedar Road, Lyndhurst
$5 admission | Presented by The Children’s Guild
Enjoy shopping for:
• Holiday décor
• Unique clothing & accessories
No need•toGourmet
wait a month
for more
community news.
delights
• Jewelry
• Children’s Items
• One-of-a-kind gifts

get the

School events and
superintendent activities
Superintendent Dixon said she visited all
Heights school buildings and announced
the Sept. 10 high school open house.
Food for the victims of Houston’s hurricane
will be collected during the open house.
Sept. 7 is curriculum night. Dixon plans
to hold coffee chats at various coffee
shops to talk to the public throughout the
year. Various workshops will be held at
Heights High.

All proceeds benefit Cleveland area children! www.childrensguildcleveland.org
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Middle school field trip
The board approved the middle school
Washington, D.C., field trip Nov. 8–10.
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Krista Hawthorne is executive director
of Reaching Heights.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education Meeting highlights

sh ifted away from st udent
involvement. The Tiger Shop is
now back at the high school, and
provides excellent experiences for
all students involved. In addition, all
proceeds from the shop’s sales benefit
scholarships for students.
At the open house, staffers were
gratified to see the response from
community members and Heights High
alumni, who were greeting one another
and comparing years of graduation,
turning the open house into something
of a big Heights High reunion.
The Tiger Shop will be open
throughout the school year on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
It will open on Oct. 7, at 10 a.m., during
the tour of the high school offered
during Heights High’s Homecoming
weekend. The shop will also be open
during parent-teacher conference
nights in November.

Mary Sickbert

community partners are welcomed
and fully engaged in supporting and
enhancing student learning.”
Reaching Heights believes that
school districts thrive when the
exchange of ideas takes place among
all of its members and partners, and
the nonprofit is proud to sponsor
this important community meeting
which aligns with its mission to
“mobilize community resources to
foster highly valued public schools
that provide all Cleveland HeightsUn iversit y Heig hts st udents a
successful education.”

18

More than 100 students from both
Roxboro and Monticello middle schools
will visit historical sites that they will
study during their eighth-grade year.
Change orders
PMC Regency staff member Fred Rogers
presented slides explaining 10 change
orders, totaling $288,736. Of this
amount, $82,621 was for unforeseen
circumstances, including utility rerouting, auditorium diffusers, and patching.
Design clarifications totaled $206,115,
including patching and painting stairways, roof drains and piping removal,
a new stage face, courtyard monument
care, staining new doors, swapping
fixtures on doors and repairing kitchen
ceiling door bulkheads.
Before- and after-school
programs
The board authorized execution of a
lease agreement between the board
as landlord and the Right at School
organization, which provides beforeand after-school programming.
OSBA representation
The board appointed Ron Register as
delegate and James Posch as alternate for the annual business meeting
of the Ohio School Boards Association
(OSBA) Nov. 12–14, in Columbus.
Grants received
The board voted to accept nine federal
grants for a total of $4,826,737.30,
ranging from $18,239 (Title III – limited
English proficient) to $2.07 million (Title
1– Basic). The remaining seven grants
included funding for early childhood
special education and career tech.
The board also approved a grant
from the state of Ohio for $120,000 for
early childhood education and $4,000
from the Children’s Hunger Alliance.
LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.
Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Save the date for a totally new

HOMECOMING WEEKEND

ROAR
OCTOBER 6-8, 2017

The mighty ROAR of Tiger Nation will be heard across the city!
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6

Join us for a community and alumni celebration of

ROAR: RETURNING TO
OUR ALUMNI ROOTS!

5-7 PM

| Parade Watch Party

7 PM

| Football Game

On the green space at Lee & Meadowbrook
at Heights Stadium

Heights Schools Foundation partnering with
CH-UH School District, the City of Cleveland
Heights and local merchants presents
this ALL NEW Alumni and Community
Homecoming Weekend. The weekend is
packed with chances to reconnect at meetups around the city, see the new school and
support local businesses.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7
10 -12 NOON | Tour the New Heights

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8
Happy 5K, 10K and Fun Run
Register to run with your class!

For complete details visit

HEIGHTSSCHOOLSFOUNDATION.ORG
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

CH Senior Center News
Amy Jenkins

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22ND
NOON - 5:00 pm

CELEBRATE
CEDAR FAIRMOUNT
Arts & Crafts Sale,Children’s Halloween,
Costume Contest, Trick or Treating,
Pumpkin Decorating at Aladdins, Pet Adoptions,
Euclid Beach Rocket Car, Castle Bounce House,
Children Activities at Appletree Books,
Balloon & Face Painting Clowns, Historical Tour,
Super Hero’s & Princesses, Fire Truck, Canine Unit,
Live Music, Entertainment, Food & More.

Located in the Cedar Fairmount Business District
2460 Fairmount Bld. Cleveland Heights, OH 44106
and Behind Heights Medical Building

FALL FAMILY FESTIVAL
216 791-3172 www.cedarfairmount.org
www.facebook.com/CedarFairmountSummerFest

ELITE SPONSORS:
CEDAR FAIRMOUNT LLC, CEDAR GRANDVIEW BUILDING, DAVE’S SUPERMARKETS,
FIFTH THIRD BANK, HEIGHTS CENTER BUILDING, HEIGHTS MEDICAL BUILDING,
MANGANO LAW OFFICES CO. LP, NEW VISTA ENTERPRISES, NIGHTTOWN RESTAURANT

2017 CEDAR FAIRMOUNT FALL FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES
FOOD & DRINK:
WINGS - SIDEWALK of BUFFALO WILD WINGS
HOT DOGS, CHIPS & BEVERAGES – DAVE’S MARKET TENT
PIZZA – VERO BRISTRO
FRAPPUCCINIO’S, CAPPUCINNO’S – STARBUCKS
BEER GARDEN with FOOD – THE FAIRMOUNT
ALADDIN’S – MEDITERRAENAN FOOD
BARRIO’S FOOD TRUCK – TACOS
NIGHTTOWN – FESTIVAL SPECIALS
ACTIVITIES, MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT:
TRICK OR TREAT – Merchants & vendors with pumpkins
in windows, on doors, or tents
TRICK OR TREAT CONTEST – 3:00 pm
CUPCAKE DECORATING – Luna Bakery Café
noon – 5:00 pm - $3.00 each or 2/$5.00
EUCLID BEACH ROCKET CAR RIDES
12 noon – 4:30 pm
Loading in Fifth Third Bank Parking Lot
HISTORICAL BUS TOUR OF THE EUCLID GOLF
DISTRICT BY DEANNA & HUGH FISHER
1:00 pm, 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm
Load at the Alcazar Drop off at Cedarwood Plaza Nursing Home

HEIGHTS MEDICAL BUILDING PARKING LOT
NOON – 5:00 PM
Arts & Crafts Exhibits & Sales
(and inside the Fairmount)
Non Profit Organizations Information Tents
Cleveland Heights Fire truck & Firemen
Cleveland Heights Community Police Units with K-9 Argo
Castle Bounce House
Cleveland Metro Park Mobile Unit
Cleveland Animal Protective League – Adoptions
Cleveland Museum of Art – Studio Go
MUSIC & ENTERTAINERS:
MEET, GREET, TAKE A PHOTO WITH:
BATMAN 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm (near Appletree Books)
CAPTAIN HOOK & MOANA 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm (near Aladdin’s)
SPIDER MAN & WONDER WOMAN
2:30 pm – 3:30 pm (near Appletree Books)
WHIPPLES THE BALLOON CLOWN – 12:30 pm – 4:30 pm
TAMI THE FACE PAINTING CLOWN – 12:30 pm – 4:30 pm
GET BACK DUO – 12: 30 pm – 2:30 pm
Heights Parking Lot

MIKE GOLDSTEIN 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Pavilion Home & Floral

BLOOD PRESSURE READINGS noon – 5:00 pm
(sponsored by Cedarwood Plaza Skilled Nursing)

GRAND FINALE OF FALL FESTIVAL
WITH OLD BOYS at the Fairmount
Beer Garden - 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

SUPER HEROES HEADQUARTERS – APPLETREE BOOKS
(Kids of all ages are encouraged to dress
as your favorite superhero. Try your luck Bowling
for Avengers in Appletree’s back “bowling alley”
to win a superhero tattoo.)

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland
Heights Office on Aging and the Senior
Activity Center. She can be reached at
216-691-7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@
clvhts.com.

Senior Citizen Happenings
Senior Citizen Happenings, sponsored
by the city of University Heights, are
open to all senior citizens. Events
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m.
To receive the monthly schedule
by e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext.
205, or send an e-mail to info@
universityheights.com.
Oct. 5: Rachel Kribbs, director of
community programming at the
Cleveland Institute of Music (CIM),
will welcome gifted instrumentalists
and vocalists from CIM, one of
the country’s distinguished music
conservatories. [This program will take
place at University Heights City Hall.]
Oct. 12: Nancy Levin, director of
the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library System, will
conduct a guided tour of the newly
renovated University Heights Library,
13866 Cedar Road, in anticipation of
its grand re-opening on Nov. 12 at 2
p.m. [This program will take place at
the University Heights Library.]

Oc t. 19: E l i z a b et h M a x wel l ,
coordinator of Gigi’s Playhouse Down
Syndrome Achievement Center in
Lakewood, will discuss the work
of this organization, which has 31
other locations in the U.S., and one
in Mexico. Gigi’s Playhouse offers
individuals with Down Syndrome a
place to learn and grow, and offers
parents a place to connect with
one another, and access resources.
[This program will take place at the
University Heights Library.]
Oct. 26: Jon Grimm, president of the
Board of Trustees of the Cleveland
Museum of Natural History, and
Harvey Webster, director of the
museum’s wildlife resources, will
use a PowerPoint presentation to
discuss the museum’s assets in science
education, curatorial capability and
conservation efforts, as well as its focus
on human health and sustainability.
[This program will take place at the
University Heights Library.]

MONKEY KATS – 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Heights Parking Lot

TOURS OF CEDARWOOD PLAZA
SKILLED NURSING HOME – 1:30 pm & 2:30 pm

FREE PUMPKIN DECORATING - INSIDE ALADDIN’S
RESTAURANT noon – 5:00 pm

The open enrollment period for Medicare is Oct. 15 through Dec. 7. Medicare health and drug plans change
every year, so it’s time for seniors to
review their coverage.
Counselors from the Ohio Senior
Health Insurance Information Program (OSHIIP) will be at the Cleveland Heights Senior Activity Center
on Wednesday, Oct. 1, to help seniors
review insurance plans and answer
questions about Medicare coverage.
Seniors are invited to schedule an
appointment to ensure their current
health or drug plans are the most cost
effective for them, and to learn about
the different coverage options.
OSHIIP does not sell insurance,
and is a free service provided at no
cost through the Ohio Department of
Insurance. Seniors should take advantage of this opportunity to get free,
unbiased information on Medicare.
For those unable to meet with an
OSHIIP counselor on Oct. 18, trained
OSHIIP volunteers are available to
meet at the senior center by appointment at other times during October,
and in the months to come.
To schedule an appointment, call

216-691-7377.
The Cleveland Heights Senior
Activity Center (SAC), located in
the Cleveland Heights Community
Center at 1 Monticello Blvd., offers a
wide variety of programming for those
60 and older, and is open Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
A complete schedule of programs is
published in the community center’s
newsletter, which is available at Cleveland Heights City Hall, local libraries,
the community center and online at
www.clevelandheights.com.
SAC membership is $5 for Cleveland Heights residents 60 and older.
To sign up, bring a recent piece of mail
(such as a bill) and a photo ID.
University Heights residents who
would like to join SAC must first
register with Patrick Grogan-Myers,
University Heights community development coordinator, at 216-932-7800,
ext. 203, or pgrogan@universityheights.com. Membership is $10 for
University Heights seniors.

THANK YOU TO BOY SCOUT TROOP 222
for Set up & Tear Down Assistance to Artists. & Vendors!

COME JOIN
THE FUN!

Support your local businesses.
Heights Observer October 1, 2017
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Library hosts free event with comedian and actor CJ Jones

Deaf comedian CJ Jones will appear in Cleveland Heights on Oct. 30.

Sheryl Banks

As part of its commitment to bringing
diverse programs to all community
members, Heights Libra ries is
pleased to announce a one-nightonly performance by internationally
acclaimed deaf comedian and actor
CJ Jones on Monday, Oct. 30, at 7
p.m. Jones’ most recent acting role
was as Joseph in the Edgar Wright
film “Baby Driver.”
Jones will bring his one-man
comedy show to the Cleveland

Heights Civic Conference Center, at
3130 Mayfield Road, in a special free
appearance sponsored by Heights
Libraries.
Registration is required for
this event. To register, visit www.
heightslibrary.org or call 216-932-3600.
For more than 35 years, Jones
has been a role model for the deaf
community, spreading the message
to students and adults alike that
being deaf doesn’t make you odd—
it makes you unique. His artistry
has inf luenced other deaf actors,
comedians and hosts.
Born in St. Louis, Mo., Jones was
one of seven hearing children born
to deaf parents who communicated
in American Sign Language (ASL).
At age 7, he was struck with spinal
meningitis, and consequently lost
his hearing. He attended Missouri
School for the Deaf, which teaches
in ASL. In this communication-rich
environment, he f lourished, and
transitioned from being a shy hearing
boy into a deaf leader. Jones was
class president, a Cub Scout, varsity
football quarterback, a state pole vault
record holder, and valedictorian.
O ver h is ca reer, Jones has
developed three one-man shows
and has toured internationally. He

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Lee Road Library improves parking lot safety

New signage at the Lee Road Library aims to
keep the fire lane clear.

Sheryl Banks

In August, the Lee Road branch of
Heights Libraries, in partnership
with the City of Cleveland Heights,
took steps to improve parking lot
safety for customers by installing
new signage and creating a drop-off
zone on Dellwood Avenue.
“We’ve had some challenges
with customers parking in the fire
lane,” said Security Manager Kevin
Echols. “Aside from the worst possible scenario, where an emergency
vehicle could be blocked, cars parked
in the fire lane cause a ripple effect
of problems, like preventing parked
cars from backing out, forcing cars
to drive around them, and creating
congestion and frustration that can
lead to accidents.”
To address the concerns, Echols
spoke to Kara Hamley O’Donnell of
Heights Observer October 1, 2017

the city’s Planning and Development
Department and Sgt. Robert Butler
of the Cleveland Heights Police Department, suggesting that a portion
of nearby Dellwood Avenue could be
used as a drop zone for drivers dropping off able-bodied library customers. The city agreed and put up signs
on Dellwood, allowing one-hour and
three-hour parking.
“ Pa r e nt s d r o p p i n g of f o r
picking up kids at the library are
strongly encouraged to use Dellwood
now,” said Echols. “Adults can use
it, too.”
Ohio law makes an exception for
mobility-impaired customers, who
can use the handicapped curb cut in
front of the building for brief dropoffs and pickups, but drivers cannot
stay in the fire lane for longer than
the time it takes their passengers to
get in or out of the vehicle.

• Slate

216-371-5944

co-wrote and directed six classic
fairytales for the children’s television
series “Once Upon a Sign.” Jones
also produced the International Sign
Language Theater Festival, which
hosted theater artists from the United
States, Russia and Mexico.
“We are thrilled to be able to offer
this show free of admission due to the
generosity of the estate of Shony Long,”
said Librarian Ben Gulyas, who is in
charge of services and programming
for the local deaf and hard-of-hearing
community at Heights Libraries’
Coventry branch. Long served as
manager of the Coventry branch
from 1985 to 1992, and initiated the
branch’s commitment to the local deaf
community, including a week-long
Deaf Expo in 1988 which featured a
long list of notable actors, performers
and educators from around the
country.
“It’s an incredible opportunity
for both the deaf a nd hea ring
communities to see a well-known and
very funny performer,” added Gulyas,
“and it offers the hearing community

a great way to learn about the deaf
experience.”
Heights Libraries’ Coventr y
branch, at 1925 Coventry Road, offers
DVDs, videos, CDs, and magazines
for and about the deaf community.
The collection includes resources
on culture, language, education,
and the history of deaf people. The
branch also provides a variety of
programs for the deaf and hard-ofhearing, including the ASL film series,
ASL basics presented by Cleveland
SignStage Theatre, and the Deaf
Gathering social hour.
Programs can be found online at
www.heightslibrary.org and its Deaf
Resources page, www.heightslibrary.
org/deaf-resources, which includes links
to online magazines, local events,
language resources, employment and
education resources, and organizations
serving the deaf community.
Sheryl Banks is the marketing and
community relations manager for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Public Library System.

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

NOT ALL

SCARS ARE

VISIBLE
Our counselors can
help with the emotional
pain of violence.
Get help. Start healing.

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

(216) 707-3406

MASTERCARD/VISA

(formerly the Free Medical Clinic)
circlehealthservices.org/healing
This message was supported by grant number 2016-VOCA-23487901 awarded by the Office for Victims of Crime,
Office of Justice Programs, through the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Victims of federal crimes will be served.

www.ustonroof.com
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John Harvey

Marilyn McLaughlin

Matthew Ginn

by educating through literacy.
The first designees of an honor
roll patterned after the Heights
Libraries’ mission of “Opening
Doors, Opening Minds,” Jarvey will
be honored as a “door opener,” and
McLaughlin will be inaugurated as
a “mind opener.”
Jarvey, a retired teacher, has
been opening doors to literacy for
more than 25 years as a volunteer
w it h Fr i e n d s of t h e He i g ht s
Libraries. For the past seven years,
he has managed the group’s book

The Fund for the Future of Heights
Libraries (FFHL) will name John Jarvey and Marilyn McLaughlin as the
initial members of the FFHL Honor
Roll at an awards banquet on Nov. 5
at John Carroll University.
The honor is a “lifetime achievement” award, recognizing those who
have made a sustained, outstanding contribution to the Cleveland
Heights and University Heights
community by promoting literacy or

Honest and Fair

12 months
as cash!

Sealcoating

216.397.6349

test your limits

Kitchens & Baths
 Windows  Roofing
Porch Repair
Specializing in residential
driveways & masonry

Siding

Our Institute for 21st Century Education

is the catalyst for unlocking girls’ innate potential across a variety of disciplines,
giving them the experience and confidence they need to stretch their boundaries and
powerfully engage with the world. Discover what you’re made of at HB.

OPEN HOUSES
GRADES 5 –12
Thursday, Oct. 19, 5 – 7 p.m.
INFANT CARE – GRADE 4
Saturday, Nov. 4, 10 – 11:30 a.m.

HB.edu/openhouse
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sorting room in preparation for its
monthly book sales. Four to five
days a week, he can be found in the
basement of the Lee Road Library,
opening boxes and categorizing the
contents.
McLaughlin opened minds as
she taught English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) for more
than 40 years in the Heights, mostly
through the CH-UH Adult Basic
Literacy Education program. She
provided thousands of immigrants
and foreign visitors with excellent
English and literacy instruction, as

well as an introduction to life in
the Heights and Cuyahoga County.
McLaughlin and Jar vey will
be officially added into the FFHL
Honor Roll at a dinner banquet
on Nov. 5, to be held in the Dolan
Center at John Carroll University.
For tickets and more information,
visit www.heightslibraries.org/ffhl.
Matthew Ginn is a photographer, writer,
analyst, and more, who has lived in
Cleveland Heights since 2013. He is a
director on the board of the Fund for the
Future of Heights Libraries.

Bookmobile’s last ride was Aug. 31

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

MATTHEW GINN

MATTHEW GINN

FFHL names Jarvey and McLaughlin to honor roll

Sara Phillips, University Heights branch manager, Hannah Van Jura, youth services librarian, and
Keith Acey, security guard and bookmobile driver.

Jay Rosen

For nearly a year, University Heights
residents visited “Nellie,” a 1995
Freightliner Chassis turned bookmobile, to check out books and other
library materials.
The Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library System
purchased Nellie—named for popular former Heights Librarian Nell
Lynch—in June 2016, to provide
University Heights residents access
to library materials while the University Heights branch underwent
extensive renovations.
With the University Heights
branch scheduled to re-open in late
October, Nellie made her last stop
on Aug. 31.
Nellie’s bookshelves held a modest but varied selection of books,
DVDs and audiobooks for children,
teens and adults, and also offered
work stations and a portable hotspot,
enabling residents to check out and
return library materials.
University Heights Branch Manager Sara Phillips, a reference librarian, and Keith Acey, a book-loving
security g uard with experience
driving large vehicles, comprised the
bookmobile’s staff. Youth Services
Librarian Hannah Van Jura, and
other staff, often rode along as well.
Beginning last October, Nellie’s
regular stops throughout University
Heights included apartment complexes, parks, grocery stores and
other public areas. Not surprisingly,
she attracted a number of loyal customers along the way.
“We spend time here ever y
Thursday,” Patrick and Regina
Giraldo-Garcia said, their two young
sons absorbed in their books. “We
22

pick up movies, we pick up books,
we chat. We’ve become good friends
with the bookmobile staff, and we
always enjoy our time here.”
The Gira ldo- Ga rcia fa mily
frequently visits Heights Libraries’
University Heights branch, and was
delighted to discover Nellie making
weekly stops at the Huntington
Green Apartment complex just
a block from their home. The
bookmobile offered them regular
access to library materials during
the University Heights Library’s
temporary closure.
Despite Nel l ie’s rel at i vel y
brief tenure, the bookmobile had a
significant impact on the University
Heights community. In all, Nellie
made 207 stops in University Heights,
ser ved nearly 2,000 community
members, and circulated more than
3,200 items. For residents who grew
fond of visiting her, Nellie’s last ride
was bittersweet—while they’re sad
to see her go, they’re also looking
forward to the re-opening of the
University Heights branch.
“We’ve had a very nice experience
here,” said Regina Giraldo-Garcia.
“We’re going to miss the bookmobile,
but we’re also thrilled that we are
going to have a new building, and
we’re looking forward to making the
most of the new facilities.”
Now that Nellie is no longer
needed, the library plans to sell
her back to Fa rb er S p eci a lt y
Vehicles in Columbus, from which
it pu rcha sed the book mobi le.
Farber representatives indicated
that a youth-serving organization is
interested in her.
Jay Rosen is communications coordinator
at Heights Libraries.
www.heightsobserver.org
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SUE SCHIEMAN

Heights Chamber Orchestra opens its 35th Season with free concert

These Heights Chamber Orchestra performers are all residents of Cleveland Heights. Front row,
from left: Luane Lasky, Nina Sobel, Donna Lalewicz, Caitlin Kelly. Back row, from left: Maryanne
Pendergast, Susan Blackwell, Agnes Lina, Dana Stapleton, Music Director Domenico Boyagian,
Nancy Cooke, Ellen Rothchild, Lisa Cheshier and Tren Cheshier.

Anita Kazarian

The Heights Chamber Orchestra
celebrates the opening of its 35th
season on Sunday, Oct. 8, at 3:30
p.m., at the First Baptist Church on
Fairmount Blvd. in Shaker Heights.
At this concert, the orchestra will
announce and introduce its new
music director, Domenico Boyagian.
The Heights Chamber
Orchestra was started in Cleveland
Heights by a University Heights
resident 35 years ago. One third of its
current performers live in Cleveland
Heights. This homegrown ensemble
has evolved into one of the premier
orchestras in the region, attracting
some of the best performers. Many
of the 45 members have performed
in other area orchestras, including
the Cleveland Orchestra.
Heights Chamber Orchestra
members, a l l of whom a re
volunteers, practice up to f ive
weeks for each performance before
their first rehearsal. Boyagian said
the conductor’s work is in the
rehearsals, but in the performance
“when a conductor starts the piece,
then it takes the orchestra and
the audience” to turn it into the
journey. Susan Blackwell, clarinetist
and board member, agreed. “The
feedback performers sense from the
audience is mutual,” she said. “The
orchestra and the audience move
through the piece together.”
A Heights resident, Boyagian

was born in Bologna, Italy, the proud
son of internationally renowned
Metropolitan Opera Verdi baritone
Garbis Boyagian, who inspired his
love for music. Boyagian, who came
to the U.S. in 2000, holds a number
of music deg rees from va rious
schools, including the Cleveland

Institute of Music (CIM).
Pianist Hrant Bagrazyan, the
featured soloist at the opening
concert, will perform Beethoven’s
Piano Concerto No. 4 in G Major,
Op. 58. Bagrazyan, from Yerevan,
Armenia, studied at CIM with
Sergei Babayan and HaeSun Paik.
A first-prize winner in the San Jose
International Piano Competition,
Bagrazyan has played concerts in
Armenia, Belgium, Poland and the
United States.
Edward Elgar’s Enigma Variations
will close the concert.
All Heights Chamber Orchestra
concerts are free and open to the
public (free-will donations accepted).
The season-opening concert is
co-sponsored by the Armenian
American Community of Greater
Cleveland. As always, the Heights
Chamber Orchestra celebrates its
opening concert with a reception
following the concert, and this
year’s table will include home-baked
Armenian desserts for patrons to
enjoy. To learn more about the
Heights Chamber Orchestra visit

www.heightschamberorchestra.org/blog.
Anita Kazarian, a 35-year resident of
University Heights has been active in
many of the city’s volunteer organizations.
She wants to hear your thoughts about
making University Heights a more vibrant
city; write to her at anitakazarian@
gmail.com.
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JOHN P. RACH
• Councilman
STEVEN SIMS
• Councilman
MARK WISEMAN
• Councilwoman
MICHELE WEISS

Free	
  books	
  mailed	
  	
  
to	
  your	
  young	
  child!	
  

and these organizations

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS FIRE
DEPARTMENT IAFF LOCAL 974
NORTH SHORE AFL-CIO
FEDERATION OF LABOR
If	
  your	
  child	
  is	
  	
  
4	
  years	
  old	
  or	
  younger	
  
And	
  lives	
  in	
  	
  
44106,	
  44120,	
  CH-‐UH,	
  
East	
  Cle.,	
  Euclid	
  or	
  Shaker,	
  visit	
  

heightsfamily.org	
  

for	
  registra6on	
  informa6on	
  
Heights Observer October 1, 2017

CLEVELAND STONEWALL
DEMOCRATS
CUYAHOGA COUNTY
PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS

BRENNAN4UH.COM
newspaper-ad-v2.indd 1

			

23

Paid for by Brennan for University Heights • Michael C. Sears, Treasurer
3814 Washington Blvd., University Heights, OH 44118

9/20/17 6:09 AM

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights Arts unveils season 12 of Close Encounters concert series

A Close Encounters performance at the Dunham Tavern Museum barn.

Wunderkinder, Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart and Felix Mendelssohn,
frame a spicy Hungarian trio, played
con brio by Jessica Lee, recently
appointed assistant concertmaster
of the Cleveland Orchestra, and the
Cavani Quartet’s Eric Wong, another
international touring artist newly
settled in our city. Both will be joined
by audience favorites Mari Sato of
the Cavani Quartet, plus Cleveland
Orchestra musicians Tanya Ell on
cello and Isabel Trautwein on violin
and viola.
“Rhythms, Rhymes and the
K itchen Sink” brings a unique
afternoon of music and original
verse to the stage of the Bop Stop
on Sunday, Jan. 21. It’s a little-known
fact that the Cleveland Orchestra’s
Principa l English Horn player,
Robert Walters, is also a published
poet. He joins bassoonist Drew

Pattison and composer/pianist Teddy
Niedermaier to perform a new trio
composed by Niedermaier in 2016,
two rarely-heard romances by Elgar
and Sibelius, plus Claude Debussy’s
thrilling “Rhapsodie.”
The spectacular Omni Quartet
of A my L ee a nd A l icia Koel z
(violins), Joanna Patterson (viola),
and Tanya Ell (cello), returns (after
a year off to be “mom-nis”) to present
“The Omni Quartet: From Four to
More” on Sunday, Feb. 25, at the
historic Dunham Tavern Museum
barn. Along with fellow Cleveland
Orchestra musicians Dane Johansen
and Isabel Trautwein, they will
perform Johannes Brahms’ heartwrenching String Sextet No. 2 in
G-major as the heart of the program.
Sunday, April 22, is the season
finale, with the performance of
“Strangers on Earth, At Home with

Bach” at a parklands villa in Shaker
Heights. Dane Johansen, the newest
member of the Cleveland Orchestra’s
cello section, is also the producer of a
full-length documentary, “Strangers
on Earth” (presented at the 2016
C le vel a nd Inter n at ion a l Fi l m
Festival), which charted his musical
pilgrimage on the ancient Camino
de Santiago trail, cello strapped to
his back.
Dane presents the first allBach Close Encounters concert,
featuring the dark fifth suite for
solo cello, written early in Bach’s
career, as well as selections from a
late work, “The Art of Fugue,” his
most intense feat of counterpoint.
The program concludes with Bach’s
famous “Goldberg Variations,” which
legend has it was commissioned by
a sleepless count for his resident
harpsichord player, Goldberg. Dane
is joined by Cleveland Orchestra
colleagues Jessica Lee, assistant
concertmaster, and Omni Quartet
violist Joanna Patterson.
Complete program information
on Close Encounters Season 12, as
well as subscriptions and individual
concert tickets, is available online at
www.heightsarts.org/concerts. Tickets
can be purchased in person at Heights
Arts, 2175 Lee Road in Cleveland
Heights, or via phone, 216-371-3457.
Discounted tickets are available for
students ages 8–23, as well parents of
students ages 8–18.
Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts, a
nonprofit community arts organization.

Illustration by Ham Khan

The Heights Arts Close Encounters
chamber music series began in 2005
as an opportunity for members of
the Cleveland Orchestra to perform
music of their own choosing in the
gracious “chambers” of Cleveland
Heights residences. Now in its 12th
year, the series has matured into a
lively concert series which taps the
creative talents of fine classical music
artists from throughout Northeast
Ohio. Under the artistic direction
of Cleveland Orchestra violinist
Isabel Trautwein, Close Encounters
Season 12 presents four musiciandesigned programs presented in
stately residences and unique venues
throughout Cleveland. All concerts
are at 3 p.m.
This season, concertgoers meet
the hottest additions to the music
scene: cellist and film producer Dane
Johansen, violin-star Jessica Lee, and
the Cavani Quartet’s new violist, Eric
Wong. They will be joining the Omni
quartet, Oberlin College’s newest
bassoon faculty, Drew Pattison, and
pianist/composer Teddy Niedermaier,
among others. As a bonus, Cleveland
Orchestra’s English Horn player
Robert Walters has designed a
program of music and original poetry
to be performed at the Bop Stop in
Hingetown.
Season 12 opens on Sunday,
Nov. 12, with the program “Felix,
Wolfi and Zoltán” in a restored
Herrick Mews ca rria ge house.
Ma ster pieces by t wo G er m a n

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Mary Ryan

Funny Times makes grown-ups feel like kids again.
F U N N Y T I M E S . CO M » 2 1 6 . 3 7 1 . 8 6 0 0
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The Met: Live in HD, the Metropolitan
Opera’s award-winning series of highdefinition live cinema simulcasts, will
begin its 12th season on Oct.7, with a
new production of Bellini’s Norma,
directed by Sir David McVicar,
conducted by Carlo Rizzi, and starring
one of the world’s most acclaimed
Normas, Sondra Radvanovsky.
Audiences now will be able to
see these 10 live performances from
the Met’s 2017–18 season at the
Cedar Lee Theatre (2163 Lee Road,
Cleveland Heights).
“It’s been a goal of Cleveland
Cinemas to bring these incredible
operas from the Met to the Cedar Lee
Theatre for years,” said Jon Forman,
president of Cleveland Cinemas.
“I’m proud to announce that we have
finally overcome the challenges that
had prevented us from showing these
live productions in the past. We know
that the Cedar Lee Theatre is the
perfect home for the Metropolitan
Opera in Cleveland.”
The HD season will begin on
Saturday, Oct. 7, 12:55 p.m., with
Norma. Future transmissions are
as follows: Die Zauberflöte (Oct. 14,
12:55 p.m.); The Exterminating Angel
(Nov. 18, 12:55 p.m.); Tosca (Jan. 27,
12:55 p.m.); L’Elisir d’Amore (Feb. 10,

COURTESY CLEVELAND CINEMAS

David Huffman

noon); La Bohème (Feb. 24, 12:30 p.m.);
Semiramide (March 10, 12:55 p.m.);
Così fan tutte (March 31, 12:55 p.m.);
Luisa Miller (April 14, 12:30 p.m.); and
Cendrillon (April 28, 12:55 p.m.). All
10 operas will be Saturday matinee
performances, transmitted live from
the Met stage in New York City.
In add ition to the l ive
presentation, each opera will have
a recorded encore screening at 6:30
p.m. on the Wednesday following the
original live showing.
Tickets are $24 for adults, $22 for
seniors and $20 for children. Tickets
can be purchased at the Cedar Lee
Theatre box office or online at www.
clevelandcinemas.com.

SELLS ALLTHE HEIGHTS

A

C L A S S I C S HA KER H EIGHT S H OME S

22160 C ALVERTON R OAD
THE

22469 C ALVERTON R OAD

ESTATE
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G R O U P

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®
216~577~8700

Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com

L HEIGHTS
KNOWS ALTHE

LIVES IN THE HEIGHTS

Cedar Lee Theatre presents
Met Opera live on screen

BORN IN THE HEIGHTS

HEIGHTS ARTS

David Huffman is Cleveland Cinemas’
director of marketing.

HYT celebrates home with ‘Into the Woods’
RE-ELECT

Pamela Fine
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MAYOR SUSAN INFELD
She has worked hard to preserve the charming
character of University Heights through:
★ Creation of University Heights’ Community Park
★ New Senior Programs
COURTESY HYT

Heights Youth Theatre’s (HYT)
production of “Into the Woods”
will open on Friday, Oct. 20, and
run through Sunday, Oct. 29, at
Heights Middle School in University
Heights.
The show is directed by Kelly
Monaghan, with music direction
by Stacy Bolton, and features 80
young actors, in grades 1–12, from
Clevela nd Heig hts, Un iversit y
Heig hts, Sh a ker Heig hts, a nd
surrounding communities.
“I am thrilled to be back at
HYT’s original ‘home’ directing my
all-time favorite musical,” exclaimed
Monaghan. “Stephen Sondheim’s
score is breathtaking, the blending
of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales
is so poignant and quite clever. But
what I am most excited about is the
unbelievable talent in these young
actors. It has truly blown me away.
They are all so gifted in their own
unique ways and I am honored to
be leading them to help tell this
beautiful story.”
Performances will be presented
in the Heig hts M idd le School
auditorium, 2181 Miramar Blvd.,
on Friday, Oct. 20 and 27, 7 p.m.;
Saturday, Oct. 21 and 28, 2 p.m.; and
Sunday, Oct. 22 and 29, 2 p.m.
Tickets a re $10 genera l
admission, and $9 for seniors and
children younger than 6. The box
office opens 45 minutes prior to each

show. For more information, visit
www.heightsyouththeatre.org, or call
216-410-7500.
Audiences attending an HYT
performance are helping to support
theater arts in the Heights. HYT
h a s b e en of f er i n g k id s y e a r round opportunities to hone their
theatr ica l sk i l ls a nd enter ta i n
audiences for more than 64 years.
Fou nded i n 1954 , H Y T
produces three to four complete
musicals per year, offering kids and
families an unmatched opportunity
to ga in va luable ex perience in
the theatrical arts. HYT’s goal is
to make theater affordable and
accessible to people of all incomes
and backgrounds, in a nurturing
environment that encourages social
and emotional growth.
Pamela Fine is executive director of
Heights Youth Theatre.
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★ Increased Infrastructure Investment
★ Expanded Hours of Operation at City Hall
★ Bringing Businesses to University Heights
★ Improved Communications and Web Presence

RE-ELECT

SUSAN INFELD
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
MAYOR

Proven Leadership
Paid for by the Friends of Susan K. Infeld,
Thomas P. Finucane, Treasurer, 2343 Loyola
Road, University Heights, OH 44118

www.heightsobserver.org
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Jonathan Wilhelm

Dobama Theatre continues its 58th
season with the regional premiere
of “Marjorie Prime” by Jordan Harrison. A finalist for the 2015 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama, “Marjorie Prime”
is an astute and provocative meditation on memory and family, set in the
not-too-distant future.
In this future, it is possible to
create artificially intelligent holo-

grams of late family members. These
so-called “primes” give people the
opportunity to continue spending
time with their lost loved ones,
providing not only comfort, but also
assisting with the fading memories
of the elderly.
Dorothy Silver, one of Cleveland’s
most reknowned actors, will portray
the title character. Silver originally
performed this role during the
play’s staged reading at Cleveland

¬ at quintana’s barber and dream spa ¬

COURTESY DOBAMA THEATRE

Dorothy Silver takes on title role in Dobama production

Play House’s New Ground Festival
in 2013, where Harrison received
the Roe Green New Play Award.
During that reading, Silver had
the opportunity to meet and work
directly with the playwright.
“ Ever y t h i n g is compel l i n g
about this script and character,”
said Silver. “I’ve wondered how a
very young playwright in his 30s
can understand the problems and
questions that besiege older people.
The kind of topics about family
relationships that come up in this
play are so sensitively observed . . .
with a marvelous sense of humor.
The laughs are surprising and real.
The more I study the lines, the more

Open
House
November 5

Montessori
Builds. Learn How.

2-4 pm

amazed I am at his knowledge.”
Harrison based the character of
Marjorie on his own grandmother,
Ruth Lord, who died in 2009. His
parents kept a diary of their daily
trips to the assisted-living facility
where she lived, which inspired and
further informed the play.
Silver noted that the play has
been rewritten and “enhanced” since
that first reading four years ago, but
that “it still speaks very specifically
to me, as it will speak to many people
of many ages.”
Silver reads a script over and
over, several times a day, when
she prepares for a role. “In order
to understand the whole play, you
have to read the whole play each
ti me,” sa id Si lver. “[Ha r r ison]
writes in a very spare, strippeddown style with very few adjectives.
This leaves a tremendous amount
to the imagination, but you have
to understand the subtext, which
is a large part of the job for me
whenever I take on a role.”
S h a n n on S i nd e l a r d i r e c t s
Dobama’s production with a cast that
includes Nicholas Chokan, Derdriu
Ring and Steve Sawicki.
“Marjorie Prime” runs Thursdays
through Sundays, Oct. 13 to Nov. 12,
at Dobama Theatre, 2340 Lee Road,
Cleveland Heights. Tickets are
$29–$32, with senior, student and
military discounts available. Tickets
for the preview performances on Oct.
11 and Oct. 12 are $15, and the pay-asyou-can performance is Oct. 15.
For more information or to order
tickets, call the box office at 216-9323396. Tickets are available online at
www.dobama.org.
Jonathan Wilhelm is a Cleveland
playwright and actor. He is also associate
managing director of Dobama Theatre.

A Montessori curriculum provides a child-centered
approach to learning, building the foundation for
independence and educational success.

Schedule your visit today!
ruffingmontessori.net
216.321.7571

3380 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights
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New theater company comes to Coventry
August Scarpelli

Members of the of the new Shahrazad
Theatre Company believe that now
is the time to refocus attention
on the revolutionary playwrights
who, throughout histor y, have
thrust audiences into the realm of
enriching the human spirit with their
provocative stories and the expansion
of language.
With this as its goal, Shahrazad
Theatre Company will present as
its inaugural production Bertolt
Brecht’s “The Caucasian Chalk Circle”
(rendered into English by Shahrazad
Theatre Company).
Brecht helped pioneer one of
the most significant shifts in 20thcentury art, literature and theater. In
“The Caucasian Chalk Circle,” which
he wrote in 1944 while living in the
United States, he gives these lines
to his narrator: “We hope you find
the voice of this poet, while old, still
rings true . . . It may be a mistake to
mix different wines, but old and new
wisdom mix admirably.”

The play begins in a war-torn
valley in the Caucasus Mountains
shortly after the enemy has left. Two
groups of survivors lay claim to this
valley. One group lived in the valley
prior to the war; the other group, with
its new irrigation system, can make the
valley fertile again. Brecht uses the
device of a “play within a play”—an old
Chinese folk tale—to cast light on the
dispute between the two groups.
The production features local
actors James Rankin, Robert Hawkes,
Stephen Vase-Hansell, Valerie Young,
Allen Branstein, Tim Young, April
Needham, Andrew Keller, Kaitlyn
Rotuno, Brittany Ganser, August
Scarpelli and Kayla Davis, under the
direction of Kyle Huff.
Shahrazad Theatre Company was
founded by Kayla Davis, Kyle Huff
and August Scarpelli—graduates of
Hiram College and artistic associates
at Ensemble Theatre. Beneath the
umbrella of Ensemble Theatre and
its commitment to “the responsible
production of works that celebrate
the human spirit drawn from the rich

canon of modern American classics, as
well as other significant contemporary
plays,” Shahrazad takes up the torch.
“The Caucasian Chalk Circle”
will run from Oct. 27 through Nov.
12. Performances are Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at
2 p.m. in the PlayGround Theatre at

Ensemble, in the Coventry School
building.
August Scarpelli is co-founder of Shahrazad
Theatre Company. A resident of Cleveland
Heights since graduating Hiram College in
May 2016, he has worked at Cain Park since
2013 and Ensemble Theatre since 2015.

ReImagine Your Home…

Have a home in need of TLC or
looking for one to make your
own… We SPECIALIZE in that

Imaginet,LLC

440.759.1771 • hrdhomes.com
In Cleveland Heights since 2007

Melanie Emig

On the heels of its 25th-anniversary
season, Cleveland Heights-based
Apollo’s Fire announces its 2017–18
programs under artistic director
Jeannette Sorrell. Apollo’s Fire is
dedicated to reviving the true spirit
of baroque performances.
T he sea son com mences i n
October with Handel’s oratorio
Israel in Egypt. Local performances
are scheduled for Friday, Oct. 13, at
the First Baptist Church in Shaker
Heights, and Saturday, Oct. 14, at The
Temple-Tifereth Israel in Beachwood.
Both performances will begin at
8 p.m. and last approximately two
hours, with a 15-minute intermission.
New this year, Apollo’s Fire will
offer reduced-price and free tickets
as part of its Community Access
Initiative. This initiative includes
free student rush tickets, free family
concerts, and a limited number of
$12 “presto seats,” which will become
available three weeks before a show
begins.
Also new this year, Apollo’s

Fire will present “Sneak Peeks” of
select performances, which will
feature WCLV’s Ideastream radio
personalities interviewing Apollo’s
Fire artists as they prepare for
upcoming programs. Patrons of
these educational events will be able
to order food, hear a sampling of
the music, and learn more about the
musical selections. The Sneak Peek
for the October concerts, “Israel in
Egypt: The People and the Music
Behind Handel’s Oratorio,” will be
held on Sunday, Oct. 8, 12:30 p.m.,
at Nighttown.
Apollo’s Fire fans can look forward
to the rest of the 2017–18 season, with
concerts featuring Apollo’s Fire
favorites Nicholas Phan and Amanda
Forsythe, a Christmas reimagining
of its popular Sugarloaf Mountain
program, a return to its classic Bach’s
Coffeehouse Orchestra show, and
a special semi-staged production of
Monteverdi’s opera L’Orfeo.
Melanie Emig is Apollo’s Fire’s patron
services associate, and is also a professional
musician and music teacher.

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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Apollo’s Fire announces its 2017-18 season
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS COUNCILMAN RACH’S PLAN FOR HIS NEXT TERM
1. Our Safety as a Top Priority

4. Let the City Work for Us

2. Elevate Our Property Values

5. Implement the City Master Plan

3. Invest in Our Neighborhoods

6. Lower RITA Income Taxes

VOTE TO KEEP COUNCILMAN RACH
Learn more at www.KeepCouncilmanRach.com
Follow John on Facebook and Twitter: @CouncilmanRach

Paid for by the “Campaign to Keep Councilman John Rach”

Treasurer: Adam Kaufman - 26635 Hurlingham Road, Beachwood, Ohio 44122
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MJM Window Restoration Ensemble announces its
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You too can
be proud of
your garden
Despite your best
efforts, are you
disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?
Are you tired of
calling an 800
number and not receiving
the personal service
you deserve?

38th consecutive season

Tyler Whidden

En s emble T heat re a n nou nce s
its 38th consec utive sea son,
the theme of which is “We the
People.” The company will present
f ive main stage productions of
plays that focus on the power
of the individua ls within their
communities. Celeste Cosentino,
E n s e m b l e ’s a r t i s t i c d i r e c to r,
w i l l d i rect the season opener,
“Well,” and Tony Kushner’s epic
contemporary classics “Angels in
America, Parts One and Two.”
“Well,” written by Lisa Kron,
explores a woman’s relationship
with her invalid mother and her
mother’s extraordinary ability to
heal a changing neighborhood,
despite her inability to heal herself.
One of the questions the play asks is
whether we create our own illness.
T he a ns wers a re compl icated,
surprising, and sometimes funny.
Cosentino believes that the
pl a y, w h i c h o p e n e d o n S e pt .
29, spea ks to today ’s pol itica l
climate regarding both community
tensions and access to health care.
“There’s been a national focus on
health care,” she said, “and with
the current climate in our country,
the humor and heart in ‘Well’ is
more timely now than ever.”
In November, Ian Wolfgang
Hinz will direct Eugene O’Neill’s
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with high pressure
sales calls for services
you don’t want or need?

french FRIES
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you’ll go
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“The Hairy Ape.” Hinz finds that
the themes of O’Neil l’s play —
about a brutish man finding his
place in a societ y r uled by the
rich—transcend time and remain
relevant today. “O’Neill is asking
the questions many of us, in our
pola rized societ y, a re ask ing,”
Hinz said. “Mainly, ‘Where do we
belong?’”
C o s e nt i n o r e t u r n s to t h e
d i rector ’s ch a i r i n Ja nu a r y to
g uide the cast through “Angels
in America, Part One: Millenium
Approaches.” “ Di recti n g bot h
parts of ‘Angels in America,’ with
the same cast and in the same
season, in this political climate, is
profoundly important,” Cosentino
said of her turn directing this
seminal American play focusing
on the AIDS epidemic. “Angels in
America, Part Two: Perestroika”
will open in April.
Hinz will a lso direct “Jelly
Belly,” an early play by Charles
Smith. Ensemble has produced
several of Smith’s plays in recent
years, including “A Free Man of
Color,” “Knock Me a Kiss,” and
“The Gospel According to James.”
In add it ion to t hese m a i n
stage productions, Ensemble will
a l s o hold its a n nu a l C olombi
New Plays Festiva l during the
month of March, and offer smaller
productions in its second space,
the PlayGround, including “The
L it t le Pr i nce,” t he compa ny ’s
annual children’s show.
Fo r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n
En semble T heat re C ompa ny ’s
ent i re 2017 –18 sea son , a nd to
pu rcha se tickets, ca l l the box
off ice at 216-321-2930 or go to
www.ensembletheatrecle.org.
Tyler Whidden serves as Ensemble’s
associate artistic director and director
of education. He recently received an
M.F.A. in playwriting from Ohio
University.

Express
your
ABCs
Early Childhood Open House

Private Lessons, Classes, Ensembles:

Fall Open House for 2018-19

Music Instruction • Music Therapy
Arts for the Young • Inlet Dance Theatre

Sun. Nov. 12, 2017, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

www.TheMusicSettlement.org/all
Sort by age & enroll online!
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University Circle // Ohio City Campus: Fall 2018

Preschool • Day School • Kindergarten

216-421-5806 xt. 100
www.TheMusicSettlement.org
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HEIGHTS ARTS

SONGS AND
STORIES

David Budin

School always started in September
when I was a kid—usually the
Wednesday following Labor Day.
But it was October, every year, when
I established whom I was going to
be that year. I was a different person
just about every school year, from
the sixth grade onward.
I was a guitar-playing misfit,
then a greaser, a preppie, a Mod, a
hippie, a (faux-)intellectual druggie.
Each one brought with it a new set of
friends, and clothes. And hairstyle.
Through it all, some things remained
constant: I was always a joker (usually
for some sort of pre-emptive selfdefense purposes), a musician and
music lover, and a writer.
I went to Heights schools—
Coventry, Roosevelt and Heights
High—from kindergarten to almost
the end of 12th grade, and in all that
time, I had exactly two teachers who
encouraged me. I guess I can’t blame
the rest of them, though, because I
always made it clear that I didn’t
want to be there and didn’t care
about anything that was happening
there. Of course, on the other hand,
that’s the kind of kid a teacher
should try a little harder with, rather
than just giving up, by October, and
ignoring for the rest of the year.
Though, also, it was the height
of the Baby Boom and there were
too many kids for them to handle,
so they . . . Wait a minute—why
am I making excuses for all those
teachers who gave up on me so early?
I’m not saying there weren’t
other teachers in our school system
then who noticed kids’ special skills
and talents and proclivities, and
tried to encourage them in those
areas. There may have been, and
probably were, many others. I’m just
saying that I came into contact with
only two of them.
My ninth-grade English teacher,
Cha rlotte Bossinger, was one.
I remember that class as being
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especially rich, cramming quite a bit
into the school year. We studied The
Odyssey; a Shakespeare play (I don’t
remember which one, because I read a
few of them around that time), which
we then went to see at the Hanna
Theater; short stories; poetry; and
creative writing. That was a lot for
one school year, and it provided a
great overview of literature for a 13- or
14-year-old.
More significantly, Bossinger
gave me enough positive feedback on
the writing I did in class that I was
emboldened to bring in short stories
and poetry I had written at home (or,
probably, during other classes) for
her to evaluate. She actually took the
time to discuss them with me after
school. And she sincerely encouraged
me to keep writing. I still remember
certain lines she particularly liked. Her
encouragement literally was a turning
point, and maybe the all-important first
one, in a series of decisions that led to
my becoming a professional writer.
A week before school officially
began, in my 11th-grade year, the
Heights A Cappella Choir ran a choir
“camp,” meeting twice a day, morning
and evening, for a couple of hours each.
It was my first year in the choir (I was
not allowed in, due to my grades, the
year before), and it was also the first year

for our conductor Clair McElfresh.
The first thing we did, the first
time we gathered, was to sing a chord,
an A major chord. It sounded pretty
good to me. But Mac stopped us,
saying, “You sound like high school
kids.” Several students answered,
saying, “We, like, are high school
kids.” Mac said, “But you don’t have
to sound like it.”
He had us try a couple of things
to adjust our sound, and then we sang
that A chord again. The sound was so
dramatically different that it—that
one moment—changed the entire
course of my life. I had been heading
down a pretty destructive path,
and missing increasing numbers of
school days. This thing was intriguing
enough that I wanted to stay and find
out what else could happen. I mean, it
happened in the first minute, and we
had a whole school year ahead of us.
The whole experience did not
disappoint. Mac also encouraged
me to sing solos, write arrangements
for vocal groups within the choir,
become part of the planning team for
concerts, and take a leadership role in
the organization.
I even brought my grades up—just
enough—to stay in the choir. It was
the one and only reason I ever stepped
inside the school. Within a year after I

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

Two teachers

Clair McElfresh, in the 1967 Cleveland Heights
High yearbook, looming large in many students’ lives.

left Heights High, I had already begun
a career in music—doing all the things
in real life that Mac had me doing in
school—and another career in writing.
Half a century later, those are both still
my vocations.
Two teachers. That wasn’t a lot.
But it was plenty.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the
former editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a
professional musician and comedian. His
writing focuses on the arts and, especially,
pop-music history.

Ready, Get Set, Go!! . . .
Fun for the whole family and friends . . .
The first “Freaky Fun Relay” at Lake View Cemetery, Sunday, October 15th.
A one-mile obstacle course you won’t believe . . . carrying pumpkins,
jumping over straw bales, running through corn stalks, and putting on zany
costumes . . . Teams of four.
It’s all part of Lake View’s 3 in 1 — annual “Run Through History” . . . In addition to the
“Freaky Fun Relay,” the day will include a “5-K - Race to Die For” challenging elite runners –
and a “One-Mile Strut” for walkers of all ages and abilities . . . and visit our Wellness and
Fitness Village . . . and food trucks for delicious grub and beverages, and take the young kids
to the arts and crafts tent. Events and things to do
from 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. – Sunday, October 15th
. . . Lake View Cemetery!!
For more information and pre-registration,
check out the Hermes Road Racing website:
hermescleveland.com or you can call
Mary Ann at 216.453.0990

Cleveland Hts.

Patio Open for
Baseball Games...
GO TRIBE!

12316 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44106

Foundation
Heights Observer October 1, 2017

			

29

216-421-2665

•

www.lakeviewcemetery.com
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

One step away from an amazing smile
Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY
Warm and Welcoming Office
Tailored to Busy Families
Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Gentle Comprehensive Care
Life Changing Smile Makeovers
Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders
Experience the Newest Technologies
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

216.321.2545

RANEN REICHSTEIN

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

RANEN REICHSTEIN

Local businesses are
helping kids stay warm

Shawn Paul Salon, 2483 Lee Blvd.

CLE Urban Winery, 2180 Lee Road.

Elana Baldwin

Our schools play an invaluable
role, and they need our help.
From Monday, Oct. 2, through
Sunday, Oct. 22, Shawn Paul Salon (2483
Lee Blvd., in the Heights Rockefeller
Building) and CLE Urban Winery
(2180 Lee Road) will be collecting
donations of new hats and warm socks,
new or gently used scarves, gloves,
mittens, boots and jackets.
Consider making a donation, to
help ensure that our kids stay warm
and healthy this winter.

As all Greater Clevelanders know,
fall may be lovely, but winter is just
around the corner. Some Heights
residents don’t have the proper gear
to stay warm.
Many CH-UH students rely
on their schools to supply clothes
to help keep them warm and dry.
In addition to helping them stay
comfortable a nd hea lthy, hats,
gloves and warm footwear help kids
make it to school.
If you were supposed to walk
one or two miles to work, would you
be likely to do it with frozen fingers
and toes?

Elana Baldwin is a Cleveland Heights
native and mom of three CH-UH
students, just trying to make the world
and our slice of it a little better.

Small Business Development Center hosts
accelerator and marketing workshops
Sruti Basu

The Small Business Development
Center (SBDC), located in the
Lee Road Library, is hosting two
workshop series this fa l l. The
Modern Side Hustle Series begins
on Oct. 10. The three-part workshop
will help business owners define their
brand, establish a digital presence,
and learn about modern marketing
tools used to grow businesses and
products.
S BD C w i l l a l s o h o s t t h e
Accelerate Your Business Launch
Lab. If you are considering starting

Compassionate.
Supportive.
Experienced.

your own business, the Launch Lab
can help you determine if you have
a valid business idea and a future as
a business owner, through handson lab sessions, consultations and
workshops.
All workshop sessions will be held
at the Small Business Development
Center, 2340 Lee Road, 2nd floor,
in Cleveland Heights. For more
information visit www.csusbdc.com; or
register at http://bit.ly/2wkSOWR.
Sruti Basu is the director of communitybuilding programs at FutureHeights.

Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath,
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Hospice of the Western Reserve has been taking care of
Northern Ohio families for almost 40 years. Our specialized
services offer relief from the stress and symptoms of serious
illness.
Our clinical team is dedicated, professional and ready with
support and comfort when you need it most.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

Whether you have managed your illness for years, are newly
diagnosed, or a family caregiver, we can help.
With questions, or to schedule a visit, call today 800.707.8922.

800.707.8922 |
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Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings.
When you have a State Farm car and a State Farm
home, get ready to drive around with a big, moneysaving State Farm smile.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™
CALL ME TODAY.
®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

www.heightsobserver.org

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month
Always Buying

Paying Cash

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES









Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures










Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Buying anything unusual

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays
in the community.

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair






Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

440-944-0278

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights
www.flower-entertainment.com

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

MJM Window
Restoration
Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic
In Business Since 1972

Stuck trying to figure out what to do
and how to do it?

Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher

www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager
Stop in to check out our
brand new repair facility!

216-242-9763

216216-387387-0525
llebles1@hotmail.com

34 years of legal experience

(216) 486-5551
• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing
Member National Arborist Association
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

Free Estimates

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?

gbelcher482@gmail.com
www.gaylebelcherattorney.com

Shop
Local.

Complete Tree Service
Year-round
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

440-461-4611

Ardmore Tree Service

(216) 371-2354

Cleaning Service

1830 Lee Road, CH

Since 1978

Daugherty Construction, Inc.
Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132
(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com

PC HANDYMAN
PC and Mac Repair
End your computer troubles for good

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all

Our “Managed Services”contract offers:
 Microsoft Office 365
 Anti-virus protection
 Online support and maintenance

supplies. Married couple. Impeccable
references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.

Call Maid Convenient.

Just $29.99/mo

Days: 440-213-0850

216-236-8743
www.pchandy.net
Based in the Heights

Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745

Your Move · Your Way · Our Help

Rightsizing & Thriving-in-Place
216-925-2393

www.creativemovesllc.com
NASMM Member · Bonded · Insured

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

SEW KNIT PAINT
DRAW PRINT
EMBROIDER
LEATHER CRAFT

Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition
1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Retired Plumber

F

www.heightsobserver.org

Kitchen Drains, Bathtubs,
Toilets, Basement Drains UNCLOGGED

E D U CAT I N G T H E HE IGH TS S IN C E 198 8

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Call 216.320.1423

Copper, Pex & Galvanized Pipes REPAIRED or REPLACED

to find out how you can

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED

advertise your business
for $28/month

Call Charles today:
(440) 444-2827

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

Heights Observer October 1, 2017

			

31

Fully insured

www.heightsobserver.org

ADVERTISEMENT
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@nadeenhayden

WWW.NADEENHAYDEN.COM

IT’S TIME TO CHOOSE! IT’S TIME FOR CHANGE!
Nadeen Hayden represents positive CHANGE and the FUTURE for our Cleveland Heights
Municipal Court!
Nadeen is the most qualified candidate for the job because she has the EXPERIENCE and
DEDICATION to work hard for our city. A lifelong resident of Northeast Ohio, Nadeen
supported herself through college and law school, graduating with honors from Cleveland
State University in 2.5 years and then earning her law degree at Cleveland Marshall
College of Law.
You will not find a candidate who is more respected in the legal community than Nadeen
Hayden, who currently works at one the top litigation firms in Ohio. Previously Nadeen
served as staff attorney to the Administrative and Presiding Judge of Cuyahoga County for
three years. Nadeen has served on the executive boards of the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar
Association; Bar Foundation; and the prestigious William K. Thomas American Inn of
Courts.
NADEEN HAYDEN:

•

HAS helped manage the largest court docket (Cuyahoga County) in the state of
Ohio.

•

IS a civil and criminal litigation attorney.

•

IS a leader in the legal community.

•

WILL apply for funding through The Ohio Supreme Court’s annual Technology
Grants to bring our court into the future.

•

WILL establish a Drug Court program for non-violent offenders.

•

WILL implement a newly organized and more efficient and effective Housing Court.

•

WILL address disparities in the application of justice through bail reform and antirecidvism programming.

•

WILL treat everyone with respect and WILL administer justice fairly and effectively.

VOTE NADEEN HAYDEN FOR JUDGE NOVEMBER 7TH!
NADEEN HAYDEN IS HONORED TO BE ENDORSED BY:

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Nadeen Hayden, Russell Randazzo, Treasurer

Heights Observer October 1, 2017

				

32

www.heightsobserver.org

