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Gift guide puts focus on the Heights

Forums and guides 
provide information 
on Heights candidates

Northsiders celebrate Noble resurfacing
Brenda H. May 

 Noble Neighbors celebrated the re-
opening of Noble Road on Sept. 20 
with a whimsical gathering. Residents 
wore orange clothes and shared or-
ange-colored snacks—carrots, cheese 
crackers, and cone-shaped candy 
corn—to bid farewell to the orange 
barrels that had characterized their 
summertime travels. Signs thank-
ing the project crews were waved in 
front of a newly out-of-commission 

road-closed sign, and thank-you signs 
were taped to orange barrels and 
machinery. Residents were joined in 
enjoying the smell of the new asphalt 
by Rich Orosz and others from the 
Cuyahoga County Department of 
Public Works, Investigator Quin-
tero Mack of the Cleveland Heights 
Police Department and Cleveland 
Heights City Council Member Carol 
Roe.
 The project began in 2014, 

Noble Neighbors celebrates the completion of the Noble Road resurfacing project.

continued on page 7

FutureHeights awards mini-grants to three CH projects

Sruti Basu

FutureHeights held the fifth round 
of its Neighborhood Mini-Grants 
Program this fall, approving $1,700 
in grants to support three projects 
in Cleveland Heights.
 To date, the community devel-
opment corporation has awarded 
18 grants for a total of $12,384. The 
grants are intended to spur small, 
grassroots projects to improve 
quality of life and build community. 
 FutureHeights mini-grants  fall 

2017 grants are: 
 Bikur Cholim of Cleveland 
was awarded $325 for its Hannukah 
– Light Menorah Party project. 
The organization is hosting the 
event in Cleveland Heights to 
bring special-needs children and 
their families together in celebra-
tion of Hannukah, and help create 
a strong support system within the 
community.
 The Welcome Hub  was 
awarded $875 for its Drivers Educa-
tion Scholarships for Refugees pro-

gram. The Welcome Hub serves 
as a source of information and 
resources for resettled refugees 
in Cleveland Heights. It created 
the program in order to address 
the need for affordable access 
to transportation as part of the 
resettlement process.
 Fairfax Community Gar-
den was awarded $500 for its 
Fence Replacement project. The 
organization has enabled residents 
to garden on a private plot since 

continued on page 8 
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Heights community is full of 
unique, independently owned busi-
nesses, and the holiday season is 
the most important time of year for 
them. For most, holiday sales deter-
mine if they are in the red or black 
for the year—and, for some, if they 
can continue to operate.
 Studies show that holiday shop-
ping at locally owned, independent 
businesses generates far more eco-
nomic benefit in local communities 
than money spent online, at chains, or 
at businesses outside of the community. 
 A strategic planning firm, Civic 
Economics (www.civiceconomics.com), 
calculated that every $100 spent at a 
local business in one Chicago neigh-
borhood re-circulated $68 in the local 
economy, compared with just $43 for 

$100 spent at a chain store in the 
same neighborhood.
 The American Independent 
Business Alliance (www.amiba.net/
benefits-local-business) cites the ben-
efits of spending locally: local busi-
nesses support the local tax base, 
their unique identities  add character 
to neighborhoods, they are often 
owned by people who live and work 

in the community and have a vested 
interest in its future. In addition, local 
business owners frequently serve on 
local boards and support local chari-
table causes.
 Each year, FutureHeights pub-
lishes a Heights-specific gift guide 
in the November issue of the Heights 
Observer to help community members 

Carolers serenade holiday shoppers in Coventry Village in 2015.
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

As the Nov. 7 Election Day ap-
proaches, Heights voters can ac-
cess several resources to become 
informed about local candidates 
and issues.
 One such resource is the 2017 
Voters Guide, sponsored by the 
Heights Chapter of the League of 
Women Voters (LVW) and Future-
Heights. The guide was a special 
insert in the October issue of the 
Heights Observer. Additional copies 
of the printed guide are available at 
Heights Libraries and other loca-
tions around town.
 An online version of the guide, 
available at www.heightsobserver.org 
and www.vote411.org, contains ad-
ditional questions and answers from 
each candidate, as well as a link to 
videos from the Oct. 18 LWV/Fu-
tureHeights Candidates Forum.
 The Oct. 18 forum featured 
candidates for all of the Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights 
contests.
 Two candidates are in the run-
ning for University Heights mayor: 
incumbent Susan Infeld and chal-
lenger Michael Dylan Brennan. Five 
candidates are running for three 
seats on University Heights City 
Council at large: incumbents Philip 
Ertel, Susan D. Pardee and Mark 
Wiseman, and challengers Annelise 
Kostyo and Hannah Lebovits. Two 
candidates are running to fill the 
unexpired two-year term on Univer-
sity Heights City Council: Mary M. 
Ebner and John P. Rach, who was 
appointed to a vacant council seat 
in 2016.
 Four candidates—none incum-
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Heights Observer local candidate policy
With the November election 
approaching, the Heights Ob-
server is publishing its policy 
for contributions by candi-
dates for local office.
 As a community newspa-
per committed to equal access 
for everyone, the Observer is 
unique among publications 
in providing opportunity for 
any member of the Cleve-
land Heights and University 
Heights communities to raise 
and discuss issues of local in-
terest.
 At election time, however, 
this commitment creates a 
challenge in managing the fi-
nite space that is available for 
community members who are 
running for public office.
 The policy, approved by 
the FutureHeights Board of 
Directors, is designed to ad-
dress that challenge. It states 
the following:

Incumbents should 
run on their records
To the Editor:

As a resident of the Boulevard area, 
I noted the recent article by Diane 
Hallum, and specifically her remarks 
about the responsiveness (or lack 
thereof) of members of [Cleveland 
Heights City] Council. While her 
point is well taken, a related issue 
from my perspective is accountability.
 In the case of incumbents, one 
might imagine they would focus less 
on their apparent vision, and speak to 
what they have actually accomplished 
during their tenures. As election day 
approaches we will hopefully hear 
more from the candidates in this 
regard. However, let it suffice to say 
that at present, the picture is less than 
impressive.
 On a different level, it is curious 
that certain members of council are 
publicly supporting various colleagues 
in their bids for re-election. From the 
same standpoint of past accomplish-
ments, it is unclear why they feel 
these incumbents are deserving of 
support from the residents of Cleve-
land Heights.
 It is worth noting that as a gov-
ernment employee myself, I would be 
immediately fired under the Hatch 
Act for using my position to publicly 
support a candidate for elected office.

Paul S. Greenberg
Cleveland Heights

Take the time to re-
search candidates—
and vote on Nov. 7
To the Editor:

Hey Cleveland Heights neighbors, 
are you electorally aware of the can-
didates who have been and will be 
knocking at your doors? Have you 
read their campaign literature, no-
ticed the signs bearing their names 
proliferating [on] lawns and [in] shop 
windows? Did you attend candidate 
forums?
  The opening of our new high 
school, holidays, and calamitous 
world news may have relegated your 
awareness of and interest in our city’s 
local elections to the back shelves of 
your daily lives, but it’s time to begin 
thinking about the election scheduled 
for Nov. 7.
  On that important day, we vot-
ers of Cleveland Heights again will 
have a voice in the future of our 
town when we elect members of city 
council and judge of our municipal 
court. Incumbents and newcomers 
are seeking our votes. They present 
varying degrees of the qualifications 
of leadership needed to help govern, 
and earnestly express their desire and 
determination to add their energies 
to the forward progress Cleveland 
Heights is making. I’m urging you 
to read up on them; pay attention to 
what they offer; attend forums; talk 
to your neighbors and urge them to 
do the same. AND VOTE.
  I’ve done my homework; do 

yours. My choices are as follows: 
For Judge: James J. Costello; for City 
Council: Melissa Yasinow, Michael 
Ungar, Cheryl Stephens, and Jason 
Stein.

Russell Z. Baron
Cleveland Heights

Correction to October article

An article in the October issue of 
the Heights Observer, “Annual 
author event will benefit women’s 
education,” incorrectly stated 
that Thrity Umrigar had written 
a foreword to a book by Annie 
Hogsett. The book contains no 
foreword; the author included a 
mention of Umrigar in the book’s 
acknowledgements.

•  The August-November issues 
of the printed publication 
will not carry any editorial 
contributions from known 
candidates for office.

•  During this pre-election 
period, Observer contribu-
tors who are not running for 
office will produce any cover-
age of election issues.

•  During this pre-election pe-
riod, all candidate contribu-
tions of news or opinion will 
continue to be accepted for 
publication online at www.
heightsobserver.org.

•  Candidates seeking to place 
information in the August–
November printed editions 
of the Observer may do so 
through advertising space 
purchased from the Observer.

 The Heights Observer and 
its parent organization, Fu-
tureHeights, do not endorse 
candidates.

The Heights Observer is not an or-
dinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish and 
contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click 
on “Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
December issue must be submitted by 
Nov. 8. We publish some articles online 
as they come in—and still consider 
them for the next print issue. We also 
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

forums and guides continued from page 1

bent—are running for three seats on 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education: Tiera 
D. Briggs, Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis 
and Jodi L. Sourini. James A. Wil-
liams, who attended the Oct. 18 
forum, is listed as having withdrawn 
from the race on the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections website.
 Three candidates are running 
for one seat, a six-year term, for 
Cleveland Heights Municipal Court 
Judge: James Costello, Nadeen 
Hayden and DeAngelo D. Little.
 Five candidates are running for 
four seats on Cleveland Heights 
City Council. They are incumbents 
Jason Stein, Cheryl Stephens, Mi-
chael Ungar and Melissa Yasinow, 
and challenger T. Nadas. There is 
also a write-in candidate: Ray Doug-
las Wilson. Wilson did not respond 
to questions for the LWV/Future-
Heights 2017 Voters Guide, nor did 
he attend the Oct. 18 candidates 
forum.
 The city of Cleveland Heights 
sponsored the videotaping of the 
Cleveland Heights portions of the 
Oct. 18 event, which includes the 
CH-UH school board candidates, 
CH Municipal Court Judge candi-
dates and Cleveland Heights City 
Council candidates. That footage 
will air on the city’s YouTube chan-
nel and on its cable access channel, 
Spectrum Cable Channel 1020, at 7 
p.m. each night until the election.
 League of Women Voters spon-
sored the videotaping of the Univer-
sity Heights portions of the Oct. 18 
forum. Video of both the UH and 
CH segments of the event are avail-
able online at www.heightsobserver.
org and www.vote411.org.  
 Noble Neighbors also hosted 
candidates forums to gauge candi-
dates’ thoughts on issues specific 
to the Noble neighborhood. Links 
to videos of the Oct. 3 forum for 
CH City Council candidates and 
the Oct. 10 forum for school board 
and municipal judge candidates are 
available at www.nobleneighbors.com.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher of 
the Heights Observer.
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First Baptist Church
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3630 Fairmount Blvd. in Shaker Heights, OH
phone: 216.932.7480

Christmas Trees
From Boone North Carolina

Mon-Fri 11am - 8pm
Sat. 9am - 8pm
Sun. 10:30am- 6pm

24/724/7

Huge Beautiful Premium

We Also Deliver!

Nov. 17th -Dec. 24th 
(Parking Lot)

fi rstbaptistcleveland.org/trees

$75 & Up

With this ad,

receive a $5 
discount.

Vouchers are bad for most
robin koslen

I have two adult children that I love 
more than anything in the world and 
always have. They went to Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights public 
schools and received an imperfect but 
great education. I worshiped some 
of their teachers, tolerated others, 
thought some administrators knew 
what they were doing and didn’t care 
for others. All in all, CH-UH schools 
and my family were a good fit. I never 
thought about sending them to a dif-
ferent system.
 Irksome to me, back in the day, 
were folks who sent their kids to pri-
vate schools but insisted on denigrat-
ing the public school system. I often 
wished they’d have tried the public 
school system before they gave up 
on it, but if that wasn’t going to hap-
pen, I just wanted them to treat us 
respectfully. I wanted them to make 
their school choices for their kids 
without explaining what was wrong 
with the system I was sending my 
kids to. Sometimes that happened 
and often it did not.
 The situation is so different now. 
I just want people who are choosing 
to send their kids to private schools 
to pay for it themselves. If those folks 
want to talk down the public schools 
that they have pretty much no experi-
ence with, so be it. But do not expect 
me to pay for their private school 
choice. Private education is just that, 
private. It is not open to everyone, it 
is not under government scrutiny, it 

is often religious, it is often divisive 
not inclusive.
 My hat is off to some of the fol-
lowing private schools that under-
stand that they are private and do not 
accept vouchers: Urban Oak, Ruffing 
Montessori, Hathaway Brown, Lau-
rel, University School and Hawken.
 If we must have a system in 
Ohio that supports private educa-
tion, then there are some changes 
that must be made. First, the State 
of Ohio should foot the bill, not the 
local community. Second, schools 
accepting government money must 
serve any and all children who want 
to attend. They should not be able to 
pick and choose. Third, there needs 
to be monitoring of those schools. 
Are the schools abiding by the state’s 
rules and regulations? If the child has 
an IEP (Individualized Education 
Program), is it being implemented 
properly? Are all subjects that the 
state requires being taught, and is 
the same testing and reporting of 
the testing taking place?
 Every parent has both the right 
and obligation to make the best 
choices that they are able to for their 
children. Sometimes parents must 
sacrifice to make the choices they 
see as best. I, too, as a member of a 
community, need to sacrifice for the 
public good. I need to support and 
pay for public institutions open to 
all. I should not be required to pay 
for schools open to some.

Robin Koslen is a public school advocate.

excerpts from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
Share your ideas for 
creative place-mak-
ing in the Heights
On Oct. 10, Future-
Heights held a public 
forum at the BottleHouse Brewery 
and Meadery on elevating areas of 
our community with place-making. 
Attendees enjoyed several present-
ers, each with a unique view on what 
place-making is and how it can be in-
corporated into our neighborhoods.
 Bob Brown discussed historical 
foundations of place-making and 
how it has been used in other parts 
of Northeast Ohio. Ali Latusky-Love 
talked about thinking small scale for 
projects, such as putting art galleries 
in phone boxes, and yoga moves and 
stretching techniques at bus stops. 
Nelson Beckford brought forth the 
importance of community social in-
teraction and how residents can share 
the power of place-making to create 
healthy and exciting neighborhoods.
 . . . After the forum, tables around 
the BottleHouse were full of great dis-
cussions and thoughts. FutureHeights 
would like to extend that discussion to 
the Web.
 As an intern for FutureHeights, 
I’ve created this blog to help residents 
of our community share their ideas 
for place-making in specific Heights 
neighborhoods. We want to hear your 
ideas for making the Heights a more 
exciting place to live and visit.
 Please follow this outline for 
posting your ideas:

• Please include your name
•  The location of a place, as it exists 

today
•  Your idea for place-making in that 

location
•  A picture of the location, or a con-

cept drawing of your ideas
•  Any other information you think 

is relevant
—Ranen Reichstein

Enjoyable Ghost 
S t re a m  B i c yc l e 
Ride featuring the 
Dugway brooks led 
by Roy Larick
As part of the Fall 2017 local history 
lectures, Dr. Roy Larick (local author 
and archaeologist) led a group of 20 
plus enthusiasts (and one dog travelling 
via bicycle basket) around the Heights 
searching for the above ground pieces 
of the east and west Dugway Brooks.
 . . . The hardy group traced the 
winding path of the Dugways (east 
and west branches) through Cleve-
land Heights and University Heights 
neighborhoods. Both streams are 
mostly buried, but their courses can 
be followed under city streets. . . .
 . . . Other important Heights 
streams are Doan Brook (think of 
the Shaker Lakes), and Nine Mile 
(think of Noble and Belvoir). We also 
learned about the natural geology, the 
local history, and the consequence of 
human tampering with the streams. . 
. .
—Korbi Roberts



Heights Observer November 1, 2017     www.heightsobserver.org4

OpINION

Nov 2–Dec 15, 2017
Opening reception
Thu Nov 2, 6–8pm

Cleveland Institute of Art 
Reinberger Gallery
11610 Euclid Avenue
cia.edu/exhibitions

The Art of Exchange
Contemporary Cuban Art 
in Cleveland

Osmeivy Ortega, from the collection of David Hart

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings. 
When you have a State Farm® car and a State Farm 
home, get ready to drive around with a big, money-
saving State Farm smile. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath, 
4-Door, V-6 discount.

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

Balancing individual student needs 
with state requirements is not easy

Ari klein

It seems to me there is a funda-
mental conflict between differen-
tiating instruction for students 
and, at the same time, ensuring 
that all students are prepared to 
take the next big state test. How 
can teachers take a classroom full 
of students who might be grade 
levels apart and make sure that 
everything in the curriculum is 
taught and learned by all by a 
specific time?
 I feel the same way about 
the pacing charts that are in use 
throughout the district. For ex-
ample, all fifth-graders are expect-
ed to complete a particular unit at 
the same time. Lock-step learning 
makes little sense to me. Teachers 
end up skipping important infor-
mation, or some students end up 
frustrated because they may need 
extra time to master a concept.
 Another issue around set 
curricula, pacing charts, and 
standardized test schedules is 
what happens to our special-
needs students. Special educa-
tion covers a broad spectrum. 
Around 18 percent of CH-UH 
students—around 900 stu-
dents—have been identified as 
having special needs. Our dis-
trict has very few self-contained 
classrooms for these students, 
some of whom are either emo-
tionally disabled (ED) or multi-
handicapped (MH).
 ED students spend much of 
the day with the same teacher and 
a classroom aide. ED students 
often have elective courses with 
general education students. MH 
students have both physical and 
emotional issues and often have 
an aide assigned. MH students 
learn about tasks of daily liv-
ing in addition to their classes. 
MH students—about 2 percent 
of district students—are usually 
exempt from taking the regular 
standardized tests.
 ED students are expected 
to learn the same material at 
the same rate as everyone else 
in the state. Behavioral prob-
lems exhibited by some of these 
students doesn’t always link to 

intelligence or capacity for learning, 
and for some ED students academic 
learning may be less important than 
acquiring social/emotional skills.
 The vast majority of the identi-
fied students in CH-UH are in gen-
eral education classes, even though 
they have some cognitive delay or 
a learning disability. Some of their 
classes are co-taught by a trained 
intervention specialist and a core 
subject teacher. The intervention 
specialist helps find ways to reach 
each special-needs student in the 
class, while also helping the general-
ist teach the class.
 Almost all teachers in our dis-
trict have students who have been 
identified with a disability. These 
students have individual education 
plans that teachers must know 
about and comply with the required 
accommodations. Some students 
need extra time to do their work, 
while others need to sit in the front 
of the room so they can see or hear 
better. 
 There are many accommoda-
tions to which students may be 
entitled. These students must be 
able to complete the curriculum 
in the same amount of time as 
everyone else, meaning that they 
take the same tests at the same 
time as students in the general 
population.
 The laws governing special 
education are contradictory, which 
hurts our district. For example, 
some students may stay in school 
until they are 22 years old because 
that has been determined to benefit 
them and their families. But by do-
ing so, our graduation rate on the 
state report card is lower. The law 
requires that we develop and imple-
ment individual education plans for 
students with special needs, but 
ultimately they are judged by the 
same standards as students in the 
general population.
 Schools are not widget factories 
that are meant to produce identical 
objects. Schools produce students 
who are as different from one an-
other as anyone can imagine. It is 
impossible to recognize and honor 
the uniqueness of our students, 
while at the same time judge them 
by standardized tests.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community mem-
ber, math teacher at Cleveland Heights 
High School, and president of the Cleve-
land Heights Teachers Union.

A teACHeR’s 
VOiCe

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com
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North Chagrin Nature Center is open 7 days 
a week. Learn more about free programs at 
clevelandmetroparks.com/northchagrin

North Chagrin Nature Center is open 7 days 
a week. Learn more about free programs at 
clevelandmetroparks.com/northchagrin

FALL IN LOVE WITH 
NORTH CHAGRIN RESERVATION
FALL IN LOVE WITH 
NORTH CHAGRIN RESERVATION

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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 A million choices 
– all of  them good
The place for holiday gifts that are 

truly unique and memorable.

Get $20 off on 
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

South African Journeys

Join us and see South Africa like an 
insider and honored guest.

Tour guides & hosts,  Jan & Gus Kious
cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Call or email for details

janetkious@sbcglobal.net                         216-321-1442

Carla rautenberg and Deborah Van kleef

In a democracy, “We the People” are 
sovereign—not “we the judges,” “we 
the corporations,” or even “we the 
elected officials.” In a monarchy, the 
monarch is sovereign. In a democratic 
republic, the primary way most of us 
can express ourselves as a free and sov-
ereign people is in the voting booth. 
No wonder Americans have fought to 
expand the franchise since the early 
days of the republic, when only white 
male landowners could vote.
 Of course, voting is not only 
a right, but a responsibility, and 
that entails much more than get-
ting to the polls. As voters we are 
responsible for learning as much 
as possible about candidates and 
issues before marking our ballots. 
With a corporate media pandering 
for the apparently unlimited sums 
of money now routinely spent on 
political ads, that’s a real challenge.
 Ohio Issue 2, the Drug Price 
Standards Initiative, is the latest 
dramatic example. The most expen-
sive issue campaign in Ohio history, 
it is financially backed by the Los 
Angeles-based AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation at a cost of over $6 
million, and opposed by PhRMA, 
the Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America, which 
has spent more than $16 million to 
defeat it so far. It appears that, if 
passed, the initiative may or may 
not provide Ohioans relief from the 
high cost of prescription drugs, but 
will probably guarantee decades of 
employment for lawyers (paid for, 
one way or another, by Ohioans).
 The Ohio Move to Amend Net-
work summarized the Issue 2 circus 
in a press release: “This is not the 
people of Ohio working out what is 
best for ourselves and our health care; 
it is moneyed interests using their 
ability to spend unlimited amounts 
of cash to get their way. They do this 
with ads that target consumer fears 
and have no resemblance to facts. . 
. . Meanwhile, the corporate media, 
flush with all the cash from ads pur-
chased by both sides, are ignoring 
the core issue: the strangling of our 
democracy via money in elections 
and corporate rule . . . “
 At the local level, we have 
written about the difficulty of ob-
taining information about judicial 
candidates and incumbents. Those 
running for judge face particular 
constraints on the issues they may 
discuss, but it’s not that much easier 

HEIgHTS Of 
DemOCRACy

to learn about other office-seekers.
 ‘Tis the season of the candidates’ 
forum, and we have attended a few. 
While we appreciate the efforts of 
those who organize these gather-
ings, the conventions that govern 
them often produce events that are 
stilted, constrained, uninformative, 
unsatisfying and, frankly, boring. The 
most serious problem, of course, is 
that citizens attend these events to 
glean information, and they don’t get 
much. While some sponsoring orga-
nizations allow no questions from 
the audience, others permit them 
only in writing and subject to vet-
ting. Some even provide questions to 
candidates well in advance, allowing 
ample time for carefully prepared 
responses. Whatever happened to 
seeing how candidates think on their 
feet?
 Why can’t we have a free and 
open exchange of ideas, with spon-
taneous dialogue between candidates 
and the community they seek to 
represent? Unfortunately, the guid-
ing principle seems to be to maintain 
control, make sure the sponsors and 
the candidates look good, and avoid 
controversy at all costs. Is that what 
a vibrant democracy looks like?
 As a friend of ours likes to say, it 
would be interesting to see elections 
in the United States run as though 
we really wanted people to vote. In 
addition to the changes we outlined 
last month to increase turnout in 
municipal contests, measures to 
increase turnout for every election 
could include:
•  Designate Election Day a national 

holiday, extend it over more than 
one day, or vote on weekends.

•  Stop the spread of restrictive voter 
identification laws, which dispro-
portionately affect elderly, rural and 
African-American citizens.

•  Above all, make it easier to become 
and stay registered. Ohio now purges 
those who have not voted in two years, 
a practice that is being challenged in 
the U.S. Supreme Court this fall.

 The Brennan Center for Justice 
report, “The Case for Voter Registration 
Modernization” (2013), advocates mak-
ing registration easy and convenient, 
whether online or in person at an array 
of government agencies and public 
places, such as libraries. The report also 
notes: “When you move, your registra-
tion should move with you. If you’re an 
eligible voter you should be a registered 
voter—period.” The center’s recom-
mended changes could, it estimates, add 
50 million voters to the rolls.

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and a lifelong 
Cleveland Heights resident. Deborah Van 
Kleef is a musician and writer, who has lived 
in Cleveland Heights for most of her life. Con-
tact them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

Some thoughts on voting

 

 

 

Honest and Fair 

Kitchens & Baths 
Siding  �  Windows  �  Roofing 

Porch Repair 
Specializing in residential 

driveways & masonry 

12 months  
as cash! 
216.397.6349 

Sealcoating 



Heights Observer November 1, 2017     www.heightsobserver.org6

OpINION

Location:  The Alcazar 2450 Derbyshire Road Cleveland Heights, OH 44106
Sponsored by the Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District & Montlack Realty

Call 216 791-3172 or visit www.cedarfairmount.org - www.facebook.com/Cedarfairmount/

Saturday, December 2, 2017
9 am - 4 pm

ARTS, CRAFTS, 
HOLIDAY GIFTS & MORE!

Cedar Fairmount
 Holiday Mart

Susie kaeser 

I’ve been a public school activist 
since 1976. That’s a long time. 
  Each year it gets harder to go 
to meetings—the bread and butter 
of any grassroots engagement! So, 
when the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights Council of PTAs-
sponsored candidates’ night for the 
CH-UH Board of Education rolled 
around on Oct. 3, I didn’t want to 
go. 
  The meeting was right up the 
street at Boulevard Elementary 
School, so I had no excuse. This 
is my school. I’ve been a volunteer 
there since my daughter started 
kindergarten in 1988. It has always 
been my most authentic source of 
connection to public education 
and inspiration about the work 
that teachers do every day, and it 
was hard to ignore the invitation to 
attend from fellow Boulevard en-
thusiast Kristi Bidinger. I headed 
up to school.
  As is always the case, once I 
arrived I was glad I had left home. 
So much happens when people who 
care about their community come 
together.   
  This was a meeting for par-
ents. As the oldest person there, 
I could have been the parent of 
most of those in attendance. The 
turnout was thrilling. The younger 
generation had overcome their own 
barriers to leaving home, so they 
could become informed about the 
candidates who want to lead the 
school district that their children 
attend.
  Food and socializing preceded 
the business meeting. The sponsors 
smartly used the event for com-
munity building among the many 
individual school communities that 
make up our Tiger Nation. Most 
loyalty begins with your school, 
but that night they were there out 
of shared interest in their school 
district. They were in this together! 
  Organizers offered heartfelt 
welcomes to the audience and the 
four candidates who are running 
for three spots that will open in 
January when the terms of Ron 
Register, Kal Zucker and Eric 
Silverman end. Combined, these 
three veteran decisionmakers have 
40 years of experience in poli-
cymaking, financial stewardship, 
interfacing between the commu-
nity and the school administration, 
looking out for the interests of our 
students and doing their best to 
make the district a great resource 
for our community. Whoever is 
elected will mark the beginning of 
a new era.

THE COmmON 
gOOD

  I spotted board members Jim 
Posch and Beverly Wright. When 
the new board is seated they will be 
the source of experience—with just 
four years of it between them. For 
the audience it was a chance to get 
a closer look at new leaders, while 
the board members were getting to 
know their future colleagues.
  The questions were good and 
the responses were thoughtful. 
Their stump speeches and responses 
provided insight into their individu-
al strengths, potential contributions 
and perspectives. The PTA had 
provided a format that was comfort-
able enough to let the candidates be 
themselves. 
  The four candidates—Tiera 
Briggs, Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis 
and Jodi Sourini—are all parents of 
children in the district. They agreed 
on many issues and often built off 
each other’s answers. They were 
never disrespectful of each other. 
The forum was not only inform-
ing the audience but seemed to 
be building understanding among 
members of a new team whose exact 
membership is yet to be determined. 
They came across as collaborators, 
not competitors. This is important 
for a job that depends on listening, 
learning and weighing options. The 
more the members know and trust 
each other, the more they will hear 
and consider different perspectives 
so together they can make better 
decisions.
  My career and my personal life 
have been dedicated to uplifting 
the importance of public education 
in a democracy. I have focused on 
our school district and our respon-
sibility as citizens to contribute to 
the success and stature of our local 
branch of public education, the 
Heights schools. It makes sense for 
me to remain focused on this issue, 
because I am part of the public that 
benefits from public education, but 
all effective advocacy relies on per-
petual engagement of new voices. 
  I was reassured that evening 
that the next generation is invested! 
Whether there as a candidate or a 
voter, they had taken up advocacy 
for the common good. They stepped 
up to be elected leaders and a com-
munity that owns its schools. 
  I left the meeting happy. The 
school board’s old guard is passing 
the leadership torch to a fresh and 
thoughtful lineup of concerned 
parents and citizens. As a member 
of the community’s old guard, I 
could see that a new generation of 
invested parents is owning and aiding 
our schools. They have taken up the 
torch of community commitment to 
the common good—the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights public 
schools.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and former director of 
Reaching Heights. She serves on the na-
tional board of Parents for Public Schools.

Public school advocacy: 
passing the torch
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Observe!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like 
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center  
(www.heightsobserver.org). 

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story 
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s 
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts. 
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily 
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be  
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and 
let you know if we have any questions. 

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer  
   is a piece of cake!

SEPTEmBER 18, 2017
Present were mayor Susan Infeld, Vice mayor 
Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela 
Cameron, John Rach, Steven Sims, michele 
Weiss and mark Wiseman. Councilman 
Philip Ertel was absent. Also present were Luke 
mcConville, law director; William Sheehan, 
finance director; and Kelly Thomas, clerk of 
council. The meeting was held from 7 to 9 p.m.

Public comments
Firefighters union: michael Dylan Brennan, 
who is running for University Heights mayor, 
said it was high time for the city to address 
the firefighters union’s concerns, which were 
voiced by union representative Keith Kanner 
during public comments in June. The union is 
currently in contract negotiations with the city.

Cleveland Heights Community Center
mayor Infeld noted that residents in the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights City School 
District can use the facilities at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center, located at may-
field Road and monticello Boulevard, by 
purchasing a pass at the center. Senior citizens 
interested in programs at the Cleveland Heights 
Senior Activity Center [located there] will have 
access to fitness programs, mahjong, bridge, 
and more for a $10 annual fee. Those interest-
ed can call the University Heights Community 
Development Department for more information.

Firehouse renovations
Council voted five to one against the transfer 
of $22,000 from the capital improvement 
fund to the general fund for firehouse renova-
tions, saying the mayor exceeded her $5,000 
spending authority and didn’t inform council 
about the project. Councilman Rach also ex-
pressed disappointment that the project didn’t 
go out to bid. Although Councilwoman Weiss 
was vocal about her support for council’s 
position, she made the motion to approve the 
fund transfer saying it was unwise to have a 
negative account balance in the general fund. 
The mayor said the project began in response 
to a complaint from the fire union about a 
hole in the kitchen’s linoleum floor that was 
found to contain asbestos. When the tile was 
removed, the cabinets were damaged, as well 
as the sinks and countertops. She said she 
viewed each project as a separate project, 
well within her $5,000 spending limit, which 
is why she didn’t consult council.

Road improvement grant
Council approved a resolution, on emergen-
cy, to apply for a grant from the Transporta-
tion for Livable Communities grant program 
to make Warrensville Center Road more 
pedestrian- and bike-friendly. The $100,000 
grant, which became available in August, 
would extend the sidewalks where Warrens-
ville Center Road intersects milford Road, 
meadowbrook Boulevard, Hillbrook Road, 
Traymore Road, Silsby Road and Washington 
Boulevard. Community Development Coordi-
nator Patrick Grogan-myers said extending 
sidewalks into the street increases safety for 
pedestrians and bicyclists by reducing the 
time it takes them to cross the street.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

OCTOBER 2, 2017
Present were mayor Susan Infeld and council 
members Pamela Cameron, Philip Ertel, John 
Rach, Steven Sims, michele Weiss and mark 
Wiseman. Vice mayor Susan Pardee was 
absent. Also present were Luke mcConville, 
law director; William Sheehan, finance direc-
tor; and Kelly Thomas, clerk of council. The 
meeting was held from 7 to 9:45 p.m.

Public comments
Swensons Drive In: Beachwood residents 
said Swensons Drive In, scheduled to open 
by year-end, will reduce their quality of life. 
Several cited concerns about ongoing early 

morning construction, while others worried 
that restaurant traffic will turn onto Fenway 
Drive. They stressed that noise, trash, and 
light pollution would lower their property 
values. Residents were vocal [in stating] that 
the cities of Beachwood and University 
Heights did not notify them about the project.
 John Carroll University: Two senators 
from the university’s student union introduced 
themselves, saying they wanted to listen to 
community concerns and hopefully contrib-
ute something to the community in return.

Gearity needs volunteers
The mayor reported that Gearity Professional 
Development School needs volunteers to 
help students with homework on weekdays 
between 3:15 and 4:30 p.m. Those inter-
ested should call 216-371-6515.

Cedar-Taylor gateway
The mayor’s $8,900 Cedar-Taylor project, 
which will be presented to the University Heights 
Planning Commission, would comprise a pocket 
park, benches and planters. Sidewalks on the 
east side of Cedar and Taylor roads would be 
extended for pedestrian safety. Councilwoman 
Weiss said that council unanimously approved 
a similar project on April 17, and set aside 
$25,000 to create four gateways. Councilman 
Wiseman expressed concerns about the mayor’s 
spending, citing her $5,000 spending limit. 
Councilman Rach added that council’s plan was 
designed to create businesses, not spend money 
on pocket parks. The mayor noted that she has 
held four public meetings, to positive response.

Special permit denied
Council denied a South Belvoir Boulevard 
resident’s appeal to overturn a ruling deny-
ing him a special one-year permit to park a 
commercial truck in his driveway. Councilman 
Sims said overturning the ruling would make it 
difficult for the city to distinguish who should, 
and should not, receive a special permit.

Public works grant
Council approved a resolution, on emer-
gency, to apply for an Ohio Public Works 
Commission grant to repave Washington 
Boulevard from Cedar to Wynne roads. The 
$1.1 million project will be shared with Cleve-
land Heights, which has funded $50,000 
of the project. University Heights will fund 
$200,000, and $500,000 has been 
funded by Cleveland Water. The remainder, 
$380,000, would be funded by the grant.

Leaf collection
Curbside leaf collection will begin on mon-
day, Oct. 16.

Park replanted
Service Director Jeffrey Pokorny is asking 
the contractor who seeded and planted the 
University Heights Community Park to redo 
his work. The city is withholding payment until 
replanting is complete.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, post-
ings of meeting summaries online at www.
heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are ab-
stracted from LWV observers’ written reports. 
The summaries have been edited and 
prepared by Anne mcFarland, Charlene 
morse and maryann Barnes. To receive 
e-mail postings of full reports, send an e-mail 
to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member observa-
tion and selected highlights of public meetings 
and are not official statements of the Heights 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters 
Cuyahoga Area. This disclaimer must ac-
company any redistribution of these reports.

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

shortly after CH City Council mem-
bers met with about 200 concerned 
neighbors at the Cleveland Heights 
Police Academy. At that meeting, 
facilitated by City Manager Tanisha 
Briley, six of the seven council mem-

bers listened for two hours as Noble 
area residents described challenges 
and concerns. One concern was the 
poor condition of Noble Road.
 Within a week of the meeting, 
Briley and Cleveland Heights Public 

noble continued from page 1

Works Director Alex Mannarino 
attended a Cuyahoga County De-
partment of Public Works meeting 
with officials from other cities. At 
that meeting, the county signaled a 
change in funding policy. County of-
ficials were looking for projects that 
were shovel-ready, that they could 
fund immediately, instead of waiting 
for the funding that was scheduled 
years later. Briley and Mannarino 
took advantage of the offer, citing 
Noble Road as a shovel-ready project 
and filling out the paperwork that day. 
The Noble Road resurfacing project 
was moved up by years.
 Noble Neighbors has noted that 
the resurfacing of Noble Road is 
significant beyond its contribution 
to smooth automobile travel. In the 
organization’s view, the resurfacing 
project signals Noble’s readiness for 
economic development projects, and 
fits with the knowledge and momen-
tum that FutureHeights and Noble 
Neighbors gained from workshops 
they hosted about the Triangle Dis-
trict—the mixed-use area bounded 
by Noble, Warrensville Center and 
Mayfield road—a gateway to Cleve-
land Heights.
 Anticipating new development 
in the Triangle District, Briley and 
Mannarino have scheduled for 2018 
the resurfacing of the single block of 
Warrensville Center Road that is north 
of Mayfield Road. This will complete 
road repairs for the entire district.
 Other preparations for planning 
and development are already in mo-
tion by the city of Cleveland Heights. 

Piles of surplus materials, asphalt and 
concrete, as well as impounded cars, 
have been removed from the large 
city-owned service yard on the site of 
the former dairy in the Triangle Dis-
trict. Trees will be planted along the 
fence line on Noble Road, to mask 
the service yard while city officials 
determine its future.
 Melissa Yasinow, chair of CH 
City Council’s Municipal Services 
Committee, considers the economic 
development of the Triangle District 
as critical for the city. Accordingly, 
her committee has placed a high 
priority on evaluating how the city 
uses the large parcels it owns in the 
district. The committee is consider-
ing whether there are better uses for 
these properties, and weighing how 
city services could be maintained if 
some of the properties were devel-
oped for other purposes.
 Noble Neighbors has expressed 
its appreciation for the way city of-
ficials are responding to its requests 
for resources that will support devel-
opment, some of it soon. The orga-
nization notes that first impressions 
of Cleveland Heights are formed 
daily by commuters westbound on 
Mayfield Road toward University 
Circle. Noble Neighbors sees a re-
built Triangle District as a place that 
could contribute to a new narrative 
for the whole city.
 For more about Noble Neigh-
bors, visit www.nobleneighbors.com. 

Brenda H. May is one of the leaders of 
Noble Neighbors.
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SEPTEmBER 18, 2017
Present were mayor Cheryl Stephens, Vice 
mayor Jason Stein, and council members 
mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahil Seren, 
michael Ungar and melissa yasinow. The 
meeting lasted from 7:55 to 8:15 p.m.

New firefighters and police officers
Before the regular meeting began, Fire 
Chief Dave Freeman conducted a swear-
ing-in ceremony for two new firefighters, 
and Police Chief Annette mecklenburg 
conducted a swearing-in ceremony for five 
new police officers.

Objection to liquor permits
City manager Tanisha Briley reported 
that Police Chief mecklenburg has written 
a letter to the Ohio Department of Liquor 
Control objecting to the liquor permits 
requested by Family Dollar Stores of Ohio 
Inc. (doing business as Family Dollar at 
3070 mayfield Road) based on a his-
tory of police calls and nuisance activity. 
Council approved a motion of support for 
the chief’s objections.

National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month
Council approved a resolution proclaiming 
October 2017 as national Breast Cancer 
Awareness month; Oct. 13, 2017, as 
metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day; 
and Oct. 20, 2017, as national mam-
mography Day.

Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month
Council approved a resolution proclaim-
ing October 2017 as Domestic Violence 
Awareness month.

Welcoming City guidelines
Council member Seren announced that, 
building on council’s decision in February 
to declare Cleveland Heights a Welcoming 
City, he will soon be introducing legisla-
tion to provide regulation and guidance 
for local activity relative to federal immi-
gration enforcement. Public input will be 
welcomed.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

OCTOBER 2, 2017
Present were mayor Cheryl Stephens, Vice 
mayor Jason Stein, and council members 
mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahil Seren, 
michael Ungar and melissa yasinow. The 
meeting lasted from 7:55 to 8:25 p.m.

Public comments
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. campus Residents Amy 
Rosenbluth, Paul Volpe and Frank Lewis all 
reported on positive community input [re-
garding] the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. campus 
and asked for a meeting with the city to 
define how to proceed. [They noted that] 
city support is critical and the time frame 
for action is limited.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

 Student safety walking to school: Two 
people expressed concern about the safety 
of students as they walk to school, and 
asked for a collaborative solution among 
city, schools and community.
 neighborhood disruptions: Two 
residents asked for help with disruptive 
children, troublesome neighbors, and 
motorcycle noise on noble Road.
 Request for tree lawn assistance: A 
resident asked for help with sidewalk and 
driveway violations caused by the roots of 
a tree on her tree lawn.

Zoning code revisions
Council member Dunbar presented a first 
reading of updates to the existing zoning 
code. They follow an exhaustive review by 
the planning department.

Civil immigration enforcement
Council member Seren presented a first 
reading of an amendment to Chapter 
525 of the Law Enforcement Public Office 
ordinance. The proposed legislation pro-
vides guidelines for how public servants 
in Cleveland Heights interact with federal 
immigration agents in order to prevent 
city employees from being conscripted 
into federal activities that are not their 
responsibility. A hearing will be held for 
public comment.

Small business grant program
Council approved a grant agreement with 
Cuyahoga County to establish and fund 
the Cleveland Heights-SBA Small Business 
Performance Grant Program. The city will 
be able to make grants to local businesses 
using a $200,000 fund created with 
$50,000 from the city and $150,000 from 
Cuyahoga County.

Mayor Stephens’ report
As each council members gave their re-
ports they commented on their support for 
the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. campus, their grief 
related to the mass shooting in Las Vegas, 
and concern for gun violence. mayor 
Stephens directed the city manager to 
set up a meeting with Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
campus to develop a framework for moving 
forward on the [conversion] of the [former] 
school to an arts center. She also called 
for a moment of silence in honor of those 
who died in Las Vegas.

LWV Observer: Susie Kaeser.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries on-
line at www.heightsobserver.org.
see disclaimer on page 7.

Cleveland Heights council candidates  
address Noble neighborhood concerns
Vince reddy

Noble Neighbors sponsored a Cleve-
land Heights City Council candidates 
forum on Oct. 3, at Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church. Incumbent can-
didates Cheryl Stephens, Melissa Yas-
inow and Michael Ungar participated, 
as did T. Nadas, who is running for 
a first term. Council Member Jason 
Stein, who is seeking re-election, was 
unable to attend and was represented 
by Council Member Carol Roe.
 Noble Neighbors leader Brenda 
May opened the forum. She explained 
that questions had been sought from 
residents, winnowed down to three, 
and sent to the candidates in advance 
of the event. May noted that the area 
served by Noble Neighbors covers 
two of the city’s eight square miles 
and is home to more than a quarter of 
its approximately 44,000 residents. 
“The health of this part of the city is 
critical to the health of the city and 
school district,” she said.
 Candidates were given time to 
make opening and closing remarks, 
and respond to the three questions: 
what they saw as assets and oppor-
tunities in Noble, how they would 
promote owner-occupancy, and how 
they would support the work already 
being done in the community.
 Nadas talked about his experi-
ence working in health care, which 
involves working with and listening to 
others, and went on to name some of 
his ideas: “one-stop shopping” for city 
services, an improved recycling sys-
tem, and more collaboration between 
council members and city agencies.
 Roe relayed Stein’s message about 
his lifelong residency, his education in 
the public schools, his work in sup-
port of children’s programming and 
longer hours at the Noble Neighbor-
hood Library, and his work addressing 
problem businesses in the community. 
He said he would not support closing 
Noble Elementary School.
 Stephens, running for a third 
term, stated she had chosen Cleve-
land Heights after having lived in 
many other places. She told those as-
sembled they could continue to count 
on her to maintain the city’s financial 
stability and promote economic and 
community development. (Stephens 
had once been the city’s planning 
director.)
 The Noble neighborhood stood 
out for Ungar, he said, because of 
Noble Neighbors’ outreach to him. 
Ungar expressed his fondness for the 
area, and talked about raising two 
daughters in Cleveland Heights. He 
told the group he had served 20 years 
on the planning commission—16 as 
chair—and cited his work on shut-
ting down the Arco dump site in East 
Cleveland as an example of his will-
ingness to address problems relevant 
to Noble.
 “You are not seeing me for the 
first time,” Yasinow told the audi-
ence, citing her regular attendance at 
Noble Neighbors meetings. She said 
her family has been in the community 
for five generations, and talked about 
the importance of encouraging citi-

zen engagement, her work to secure 
the repaving of Noble Road, and 
her efforts in the areas of housing, 
neighborhood investment, owner-
occupancy and fighting blight.
 Ungar described the “folks in 
the room” as neighborhood assets 
and talked of his support for Noble 
Neighbors’ efforts to plan for its 
commercial districts. He spoke of 
his strong support for the establish-
ment of a community development 
corporation (CDC), which could help 
address economic development and 
abandoned housing. He vowed to 
“continue to show up” and partici-
pate.
 Yasinow noted the growing foot-
print and voice of Noble Neighbors 
and the neighborhood’s ability to 
organize, as shown by the Vandemar 
Street neighbors’ resistance to the 
development of a Circle K on the 
now-vacant Center Mayfield site. She 
mentioned development possibilities 
in the Noble Triangle and efforts to 
establish a citywide community re-
investment area (CRA), which could 
give homeowners tax breaks on home 
improvements. She made note of the 
many “solid renters” in Noble and the 
importance of good landlords.
 Nadas said the city should make 
addressing blight a priority. He said 
he would like to see cafes, gyms and 
other amenities in the community. 
Among its assets, he cited Noble’s 
refugee population and three com-
mercial districts, and said he would 
make himself available to citizens. 
“There should be no barriers between 
citizens and members of council,” he 
said. Both he and Ungar stressed the 
importance of marketing the neigh-
borhood.
 According to Roe, Stein reported 
seeing Noble as the city’s greatest 
opportunity for development, and 
the importance of revitalizing its 
commercial districts. Roe also noted 
Stein’s efforts to strengthen rules 
related to certificates of occupancy, 
which could result in landlords having 
their certificates pulled if their taxes 
were delinquent, and his support of 
tax abatement for home improve-
ments.
 Stephens told the group her 
entire professional career had been 
focused on economic development 
and housing and “getting things done 
now.” She noted the importance of 
collaborating with regional and state 
organizations toward such goals as 
reversing the decline in home values 
in the Noble area.
 A video of the forum, recorded by 
Richard Stewart of Digizoom Media, 
can be viewed at www.nobleneighbors.
com.

Vince Reddy is a FutureHeights board 
member and a 21-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights.

mini-grants continued from page 1

the 1980s, but desires to transition 
to a community gathering place 
that incorporates both community 
residents and those affiliated with 
Fairfax Elementary School. The 
new fence replaces one that was 
badly deteriorated and will create 
a more welcoming, attractive and 
functional environment for gar-
deners and visitors.
 If you have an idea to improve 
your neighborhood, FutureHeights 
invites you to apply for a grant. 
Applicants should plan to attend 
a workshop to learn more about 
how to apply, and get tips about 
completing the application. 
 The next application deadline 
is Thursday, March 15 at 5 p.m. 
Workshops are scheduled for Feb. 
8 and 15, 7 p.m., at the Future-
Heights office, 2843 Washington 

Blvd.
 The FutureHeights Neighbor-
hood Mini-Grants Program awards 
small grants of up to $1,000 to fund 
citizen-led neighborhood projects, 
events and activities that benefit 
Cleveland Heights. 
 The program is guided by 
a grant-making committee that 
comprises seven Cleveland Heights 
residents with a history of commu-
nity involvement. The committee 
reviews and makes all grant deci-
sions.
 Learn more at www.future-
heights.org/programs/community-
building-programs or contact Fu-
tureHeights at sbasu@future-
heights.org, or 216-320-1423.

Sruti Basu is the director of communi-
ty-building programs at FutureHeights.
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Fifth-grade students from Fairfax 
and Boulevard elementary schools 
helped beautify the Cedar Lee 
Business District earlier this fall 
when they painted a mural on a 
blank retaining wall at the long-
vacant lot at Lee Road and Mead-
owbrook Boulevard.
 At the start of the project, 
the students first learned about 
the architectural styles prevalent 
in Cleveland Heights. They then 
made their way to the wall, which 
had been painted a pale blue, cre-
ating a canvas upon which they 
painted their images for the public 
to view.
 The fifth-graders were assisted 
by the Heights High Art Club’s 
Londyn Crenshaw and Mila Zelic, 
who designed parts of the mural 
and spent many hours before and 
after school working on it.
 “This is a great example of 
place-making, or residents elevat-
ing places in their own commu-
nity,” said Sruti Basu, director of 
community-building programs at 
FutureHeights, a community de-
velopment corporation. “It is an 
acknowledgment of the artistic 
integrity of our community.”
 Parent volunteers Krissy Di-
etrich Gallagher and Bill Schubert 
spearheaded the project to make-
over the wall, which they said had 
been an eyesore.
 “I hope this shows the kids 
that when you see something ugly 
in your community, you have the 
power to do something about it,” 
said Dietrich Gallagher. 
 The students completed the 
project prior to the 2017 Heights 
High Homecoming Parade on Oct. 
6, which began at Fairfax Elemen-
tary School and traveled down Lee 
Road, past the site of the mural, 
to the high school at Cedar and 

COmmUNity NeWs

Discover what you’re made of at HB.
INFANT CARE – GRADE 4  

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, November 4th 

10 – 11:30 a.m.

HB.edu/openhouse

think outside the lines 
Every day, Hathaway Brown students of all ages are encouraged to expand their 
horizons and see the world in new and exciting ways. Our outstanding academic 
curriculum is made more vibrant by hands-on educational opportunities in all divisions. 
Creativity and innovation are at the heart of the HB experience, and students make 
their own unique and beautiful marks within and well beyond our classroom walls.

Voted CleVeland’s Best toy store
We buy Old TOys FOr Ca$H

Traditional Toys for   
 Traditional Holidays!

Funky Toys for 
Funky Holidays!

Collectibles  • Cards • Nintendo • Cleveland Gear • Pop Culture • Ghoulardi 
T-Shirts • Baby Stuff • Classic Candy • Great Books (most at least 1/2 off)
Stocking Stuffers • Buttons and Magnets • Unique Toys • Great Gag Gifts

1814 Coventry Road • Cleve. Hts
216-371-4FUN • www.bigfuntoystore.com

facebook.com/bigfuntoystore
Thanks for supporting local businesses!

Heights students create mural

8000 Square f�t of supervised play

in south euclid

Lee roads. The mural provided a 
colorful backdrop for the parade 
watch party, which took place in 
the Lee-Meadowbrook lot.

Ranen Reichstein is a FutureHeights 
intern and a student at the Mandel 
School of Applied Social Sciences with 
a concentration on community practice.

elementary school students spruced up a vacant lot at Cedar Road and meadowbrook Boulevard 
by painting a mural on a concrete retaining wall.

students painted houses in the variety of 
architectural styles that they find in their neigh-
borhoods.
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Heights Bicycle Coalition 

To make the most of its limited 
Safe Routes to School funding, 
Cleveland Heights looked to the 
example of the Chagrin Falls Safe 
Routes to School program. Its 
founder said that assembling a 
bike fleet to teach students safe 
cycling was the single best thing 
the program had done.
 With that endorsement, 
Cleveland Heights city employee 
Jennifer Kuzma worked to pur-
chase a trailer to convey bikes and 
other gear from school to school. 
The fleet includes 24 bikes, plus 
helmets and a compressor to fill 
tires.
 First to use the fleet was Julie 

Life CyCLe
Lustic, physical education (PE) 
teacher at Canterbury Elementary 
School. She reported, “This is a 
fantastic addition to our curricu-
lum. Many of our students do not 
know how to ride or do not have 
access to a bike. They have learned 
a lot, including, for some, how to 
ride.” A third-grader in Lustic’s 
class said, “Getting to ride bikes 
and learning about safe cycling is 
the best thing I’ve done in school 
since I started!”
 The bike fleet moved to Fairfax 
Elementary School for the month 
of October. PE teacher Alice 
Stratton taught a three-week bike 
safety unit to all third-, fourth- and 
fifth-graders. “A great result of the 
program was seeing six non-riders 
learn to ride,” said Stratton. “I 
would take them out on the play-
ground during my planning periods 
and let them practice in a big open 
space. It was thrilling to see them 
figure it out. I hope to see all CH-

Schools now have a bike fleet to teach safe cycling

UH kids biking with a helmet 
and using hand signals.”
 The fleet will likely go to 
Gearity Professional Develop-
ment School next. The hope is 
that all the district’s elementary 
and middle schools will take 
advantage of it.
 Safe Routes to School is 
a federal program that aims 
to create safe, convenient and 
fun opportunities to encourage 
children to bicycle and walk to 
and from school. The goal is to 
increase their safety, and address 
the alarming trends of childhood 
obesity and inactivity.

Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit dedicated to educating and 
encouraging Heights community 
members to use bicycles as a sustain-
able and healthy form of transporta-
tion and recreation. Mary Dunbar, 
Heights Bicycle Coalition Vice Presi-
dent, submitted this article.

Peace Lutheran 
Church will host  
two fall events
Louise Gerlak

Peace Lutheran Church, the consoli-
dation of Hope Lutheran and Bethle-
hem Lutheran churches, is planning 
two fall events—Permaculture Day 
on Saturday, Nov. 4, and November-
fest on Saturday, Nov. 11.
 The church’s garden committee is 
offering a free half-day permaculture ses-
sion on Nov. 4, led by Tom Gibson, a local 
expert in sustainable and self-sufficient 
agricultural ecosystems. The committee 
plans to use the principles of permaculture 
to lay out planting beds for the church’s 
new memorial garden. The class starts at 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and other beverages will 
be provided. 
 Gibson has taught permaculture 
classes at Holden Arboretum and the 
Cleveland Botanical Garden. He will 
begin the session with a one-hour lecture 
explaining the principles of permaculture. 
After the talk, Gibson will guide partici-
pants in laying out mulch on the west lawn 
of the property. These efforts will prepare 
the soil for spring plantings for the first 
phase of the memorial garden. 
 The hands-on activities are expected 
to end around 12:30 p.m. when a “thank 
you” lunch will be served.  In the event of 
inclement weather, the event will take place 
on Saturday, Nov. 18. 
 Registration is required for this 
event. For more information, and to 
register, call Binnie at 216-382-3434. 
 Novemberfest is Peace Lutheran 
Church’s annual celebration of its Swed-
ish heritage. This all-day event will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 11, and feature a 
home-cooked Swedish meal and the 
opportunity to purchase Swedish crafts, 
pastries and other traditional foods, 
attic treasures, and more. 
 Novemberfest will run from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the church. Admission to 
the event is free. Lunch will be served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and will cost 
$9 for adults, $4 for children under 12 
years, and free for children 3 and under. 
For more information, call 216-382-4545. 
Peace Lutheran Church is located at 3470 
Mayfield Road., in Cleveland Heights.

Louise Gerlak is an avid gardener who 
maintains a plot at the Hampshire Commu-
nity Garden and volunteers at the Cleveland 
Botanical Garden. She is a member of Peace 
Lutheran Church.

My name is Michael Dylan Brennan,  
and I’m a candidate for Mayor of University 
Heights. I first moved to this beautiful city in 
1998. My wife, Gina, and I have made this our 
home for the last eleven years. In addition 
to volunteering my time to community and 
charitable organizations both in the Heights 
and across the region, I’m an attorney 
practicing in the areas of business litigation, 
consumer protection, employment rights, and 
animal rights. 

University Heights is a beautiful, livable 
community with tremendous unrealized 
potential. I’m running for Mayor because I 
believe University Heights is missing too 
many opportunities that are right in front of 
us. We need a leader in city hall with vision 
and a plan who listens to residents and works 
collaboratively with city council to move 
us forward together. I believe I can be that 
leader and I respectfully ask for your vote. 

Together, we will reach new heights!

I’D BE HONORED to be 
YOUR NEXT MAYOR

Watch my video at 
brennan4uhvideo.com

Paid for by Brennan for University Heights 
Michael C. Sears, Treasurer 

3814 Washington Blvd., University Heights, OH 44118

ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 7

newspaper-ad-secondround.indd   1 10/16/17   10:11 PM

Free	  books	  mailed	  	  
to	  your	  young	  child!	  

If	  your	  child	  is	  	  
4	  years	  old	  or	  younger	  

And	  lives	  in	  	  
44106,	  44120,	  CH-‐UH,	  

East	  Cle.,	  Euclid	  or	  Shaker,	  visit	  

heightsfamily.org	  
for	  registra6on	  informa6on	  
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Join Us...
 Monday November 27, 2017  
 5pm-8pm Speakeasy  

open to all til 12 am
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216.421.8380
barbershop  (south bldg) 2200 south taylor rd
spa  (north bldg) 2190 south taylor rd

 offering complimentary express mini facial 
peels, paraffin treatments, & chair massages

 this day only receive 10% off your retail 
purchases plus double pure privilege points

SALE10% off

door prizes
complimentary services 

QUINTANA’ S
b a r b e r  &  d r e a m  s p a

Spa and Barbershop 

Gift Certificates  

November 27-30

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

St. Paul’s offers new adaptive worship
kim Fry

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is offer-
ing a new experience of ecumenical 
worship, All God’s Children, that is 
designed to appeal to families with 
children of any age, and is especially 
appropriate for people with special 
needs. The community is invited to 
gather in the church’s Tucker Hall 
at 5 p.m. on Nov. 19. Services will be 
held on the third Sunday of the month 
thereafter.
 In this service—a lively combina-
tion of music, prayer, Bible stories, 
movement, and Communion—there 
is no need to be still or quiet. The es-
sential message of God’s love and joy 
for all God’s children is presented in 
a simplified, meaningful way.
 Meg von der Heydt, director of 
Children’s Ministries at St. Paul’s, de-

signed the All God’s Children service 
to be participatory as each person’s 
ability permits, and to accommodate 
the widest range of behaviors.
 Parents and aides may also attend 
the short service followed by a time 
of fellowship. St. Paul’s rector, the 
Rev. Jeanne Leinbach, will celebrate.
 All God’s Children provides a 
way for all families to connect with 
the community of faith, and experi-
ence meaningful, full-bodied faith 
formation while being nourished at 
the Lord’s table.
 The church is located at 2747 
Fairmount Blvd., and is wheelchair 
accessible. To find out more about 
the service, contact Meg von der 
Heydt at 216-932-5815.

Kim Fry is the director of communications 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Interfaith Thanksgiving eve service 
welcomes all community members
Don king

The Heights community is invited to 
an interfaith Thanksgiving eve service 
on Wednesday, Nov. 22, at 7 p.m. Serv-
ing as host for this special service 
will be the congregation of Peace Lu-
theran Church, 3740 Mayfield Road, 
just east of Severance Town Center.
 The theme for the evening’s 
service is “Welcoming the Stranger: 
We’re All Foreigners.” Those gath-
ered will be invited to consider how 
each of us is an outsider in some way, 
and how we can try to offer the gift of 
hospitality to all persons within our 
area. Following the evening’s worship, 
all attendees will be invited to the 
fellowship hall for refreshments and 

further conversation.
 The service is an offshoot of the 
work of the InterFaith Council of 
Cleveland Heights, which offered 
this annual gathering for many years. 
The council no longer meets regular-
ly, but members of the Heights com-
munity have continually expressed 
an interest in gathering ecumenically 
at this time of year. Representatives 
from several local congregations are 
serving on the planning team. All are 
invited to attend.

Don King serves as Pastor of Peace Lu-
theran Church. A resident of Cleveland 
Heights since 1985, he has served con-
gregations, and been active in the local 
interfaith community, since 1999.

Forest Hill Church hosts annual bazaar
Peg Weissbrod

If the closing of Cleveland Heights’ fair 
trade stores Revive and Ten Thousand 
Villages has left you searching for lo-
cal, fair trade gifts this holiday season, 
consider attending Forest Hill Presby-
terian Church’s annual fair trade bazaar 
on Sunday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Featuring fair trade vendors, as 
well as local artists and craftspeople, 
this year’s bazaar will include One 
World Shop, Canaan Fair Trade, Holy 
Land Handicrafts, Around the World 
Treasures, and Revy Fair Trade. Local 
businesses will include Golden God-
dess, a line of sustainable, organic cos-
metics produced and sold by Cleveland 
Heights resident Ajah Hales.
 New this year will be special low-
cost items, so children can shop for 
their friends and family.
 Fair trade commerce helps to 
break the chains of poverty in eco-
nomically disadvantaged regions, 
ensures that no child or forced labor 
is used, and that the goods are pro-
duced in safe and healthy working 
conditions using environmentally 
sustainable resources and practices. 
In addition, supporting local business 
keeps economic benefits in our com-

munity.
 As in the past, all festival pro-
ceeds go directly to the vendors and 
their fair trade partners. The church 
is located at 3031 Monticello Blvd., 
across from Forest Hill Park. For 
more information, call 216-321-2660, 
or visit www.fhcpresb.org.

Peg Weissbrod is a freelance writer and 
publicity coordinator for Forest Hill 
Presbyterian Church.

Neff Landscaping & Snowplowing

Our 40th 
year

Dependable Service 
in the Heights Area
Small Jeeps used in narrow driveways
Block discounts available

Early Bird Coupons at:
nefflandscaping.com

(440) 449-3050
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MEDEA
OPERA THEATER

November 8-11, 2017  l  7:30pm  l  Kulas Hall

David Bamberger, director  |  Harry Davidson, conductor 
Cleveland Institute of Music Orchestra

Cherubini’s Medea, famous as one of the vehicles through which Maria Callas brought bel canto operas into 
the current repertoire, makes its Northern Ohio premiere. As told in Greek legend, Jason was happy to have 
Medea’s help to secure the Golden Fleece, but now he sees marriage to another woman as a good career 
move. He will learn the harrowing consequences of scorning wife number one, Medea.

All productions include projected English text.

Opening night presented in appreciation of Swagelok Company.

TICKETS

$20 for adults, $15 for seniors and groups, $10 for students

cim.edu/calendar or 216.795.3211

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

	
	
	
			
											
			
			
	
					
	
	
	
	
			 																																										

																																							 	

																				 	
	
					

Happy Hour @ the Bar!  
M-F unt i l  7pm 

$2 o f f  sma l l  p la te s 
$1 o f f  dr i nks  

Ta vern C om pa ny 
2299 Lee Rd .,  C levela nd  Hts  

	

You’re 
getting 
warmer!

T H E

� � � � � � � • � � � � �

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone-oven.com

It’s getting cooler outside and Stone Oven has the fare to 
warm you up. Our delicious coffees, home-baked goods, 
hearty soups and sandwiches will keep you feeling toasty.

Cleveland Heights appoints 15 to 
charter review commission
kim Sergio Inglis

At its Oct. 16 meeting, members 
of Cleveland Heights City Coun-
cil named 15 appointees to the 
city’s Charter Review Commision. 
They are: Patrycia Ajdukiewicz, 
Jessica Cohen, Craig Cobb, Michael 
Gaynier, C. Randolph Keller, How-
ard Maier, John Newman Jr., David 
Perelman, Carla Rautenberg, Vince 
Reddy, Maia Rucker, Allosious Snod-
grass, Katherine Solender, James Vail 
and Sarah West.
 Cleveland Heights voters origi-
nally adopted the city’s charter in 
1921. The document defines the 
organization, powers, functions and 
essential procedures of the city’s 
government.
 In 1972, an amendment to the 
charter set forth that “Council shall, 
at least once during each ten-year 
period, by ordinance or resolution, 
determine whether to appoint a 
Charter Review Commission to 
review the entire Charter. The first 

ten-year period shall end December 
31, 1982. Thereafter each successive 
ten-year period shall commence on 
the date of Council’s ordinance or 
resolution making such determina-
tion.” The last time the city con-
vened a charter review was in 1982.
 The commission’s charge is to 
“conduct fact-finding as appropri-
ate and identify issues to study and 
address, including, as examples only, 
Cleveland Heights’ form of govern-
ment, anti-discrimination language, 
‘emergency actions,’ term limits, etc. 
If the commission should decide to 
consider any significant changes to 
the current form of government, 
thorough due diligence is expected 
as part of the process.”
 Council selected the 15 members 
of the charter commission from 
among 57 residents who applied. 
Each council member appointed one 
individual; the remaining eight were 
appointed by council as a whole.
 “I want to thank all these in-
dividuals for their time and com-
mitment to Cleveland Heights and 
its future,” said Cleveland Heights 
Mayor Cheryl Stephens. “The work 
they are about to undertake can have 
a meaningful impact on our city for 
the long-term. In addition to wel-
coming our 15 members, I’d like to 
thank all of the residents of the city 
of Cleveland Heights who took the 
time to apply. I applaud your effort 
and interest.”
 The city has contracted with 
Lawrence F. Keller, associate profes-
sor emeritus of the Levin College 
of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State 
University, to serve as the indepen-
dent facilitator for the commission. 
His role will be to lead the charter 
review process, and assist the com-
mission in reaching conclusions and 
making recommendations.
 All charter commission meet-
ings will be open to the public. 
Once the meeting dates have been 
finalized, they will be posted on the 
city’s website, at www.cleveland-
heights.com.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker 
Farm Historic District in Cleveland 
Heights.
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Cleveland Heights Residents,

I am James Costello and I am 
running for Cleveland Heights 
Municipal Court Judge. Our Court 
is one of the busiest municipal 
courts in the area dealing with 
everyday issues that affect all of 
us. This is an important position 
and deserves your thoughtful 
participation. I have the dedication, 
experience, community 
engagement, respect, and 
commitment to serve Cleveland 
Heights well, and I hope that I  
can gain your support, and your 
vote, on November 7th.

I am dedicated to Cleveland 
Heights. I was raised here. I 
delivered the Sun Press, bagged 
groceries at Russo’s, and sold  
cars at Motorcars. Growing up 
here helped shape who I am.  
My wife, Alicia, and I have chosen 
to make this our home and raise 
our two sons in this diverse and 
creative community.

I have the experience needed to 
serve as your Judge. I am a current 
Acting Judge in the Cleveland 
Heights Municipal Court, appointed 
two years ago by our retiring Judge 
Buchanan. I sit on the bench as 
Judge and decide cases, conduct 
pretrials, determine appropriate 
protection orders, set bail, and 
sentence those found guilty. After 
graduating from Case Western 
University School of Law, I opened 
my practice here in Cleveland 
Heights, representing indigent 
defendants in traffic and criminal 
cases in our Court. In my twelve 
years as a practicing attorney, I 
have handled a vast array of every 
type of case that gets heard in 
our Municipal Court including civil 
and small claims cases, evictions, 
and housing code violation cases. 

I understand what it takes, and I 
am prepared to be your Judge.

I am engaged in our community.  
I served on the Cleveland Heights 
Recreation Advisory Board and  
the Cleveland Heights Civil Service 
Commission. I am a graduate of 
the Cleveland Heights Citizens 
Police Academy, which improved 
my understanding of our Police 
Department and its operations.  
I am a longtime member of the 
Cleveland Heights Democratic Club. 
I mentored in the Cleveland schools 
through the 3Rs program set up 
by the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar 
Association. My oldest son is a first 
grader in our public schools and I 
am an active PTA member. I am 
known and respected throughout 
Cleveland Heights. I have a strong 
base of supporters who knew me as 
a kid, have seen me advocate on 
behalf of my clients as an attorney, 
and have served this City with me. 
As a result, I have already been 
endorsed by many of our public 
servants as well as a wide range 
of Cleveland Heights citizens.  
I am proud to be endorsed by  
the Cleveland Heights Democrats 
in this race. However, I will  
never let any individual or my 
political affiliation interfere with 
my independence, integrity,  
and impartiality. I am committed 
to the vitality of Cleveland Heights. 
I have extensive experience 
handling housing code violations 
cases in municipal courts 
throughout Ohio. As an Acting 
Judge in Cleveland Heights, I know 
both the power of the Court to 
address housing issues and the 
limitations of that judicial power.  
I believe the preservation of our 
housing stock is essential to the 
future success of our community, 
and I know there are steps the 

Court can take to ensure the best 
outcomes. I am ready to commit 
the Court to ongoing community 
forums to address these issues, 
seeking involvement from 
homeowners, commercial and 
residential landlords, tenants, 
nonprofits, our housing inspectors, 
and our City government. I also 
have the expertise to bring 
innovative solutions to the problem 
of absentee landlords and vacant 
bank-owned properties on day one.

I am committed to the safety of 
our community. Offenders need 
to be punished for their crimes, 
but they may also need to be 
given the tools necessary to 

change their path. Shipping the 
problems of Cleveland Heights off 
to another court is not the solution. 
Nor is simply promising specialized 
courts the answer, as they require 

extensive time and resources that 
our Court and our City simply do 
not have. While it is certainly 
appropriate to explore these 
options, the solutions must include 
utilizing and improving those 
programs already in place, such  
as our youth diversion program 
and the driver’s license suspension 
diversion program that helps 
individuals get out of the costly 
cycle that far too often 
disproportionately impacts the 
poor in our community. It also 
means building upon and using 
the resources in our community 
like the arts and the nonprofits  
to find ways to deal not only with 
the individual defendant in front  
of me but also deal with the larger 
problems in our criminal justice 
system. There are inequities in  
our judicial system. Far too often 
income and race determine 
outcomes in our judicial system. 
While there is certainly no simple 
solution, improved interactions 
and continual discussions between 
all those with a stake in our City 
are essential. When I am elected 
Judge, I pledge to focus on, and 
never shy away from, these issues. 
As Judge, I will do everything in 
my power to serve as an agent of 
justice and protect our community.

Your vote for Municipal Court 
Judge, and the outcome of this race, 
will have a serious and lasting 
effect on Cleveland Heights. I 
seek your vote to be the Judge 
and public servant that Cleveland 
Heights needs and deserves.

Thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration and your vote,

James Costello

COSTELLO
VOTE  JAMES

FOR JUDGE
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS MUNICIPAL COURT

C O S T E L L O 4 J U D G E . C O M
Paid for by the Committee to Elect James Costello, Joan Moore, Treasurer, 2857 East Overlook Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

EXPERIENCE & EXPERTISE
•  Acting Judge, Cleveland Heights  

Municipal Court
•  Attorney with Powers Friedman Linn, PLL
•  Handled and argued hundreds of criminal, 

civil, and housing code violation cases in 
municipal courts throughout Ohio

•  Graduate of Case Western Reserve  
School of Law

COMMITTED TO OUR 
COMMUNITY
•  A lifelong Cleveland Heights resident
•  Understands the importance of public 

safety, stability, and the housing stock  
to our community

•  Served on Cleveland Heights Civil  
Service Commission

•  Graduate of the Cleveland Heights Citizens 
Police Academy

FAIRNESS FOR ALL IN  
OUR MUNICIPAL COURT
•  Instituting a dedicated housing  

violation docket
•  Improving bail and fine system ensuring 

fairness for everyone
•  Updating Court technology for added value 

and improved accountability
•  Enhancing community outreach

Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association 
Rating: Good

Cuyahoga Criminal Defense Lawyer’s 
Association Rating: Good-Preferred

Norman S. Minor Bar Association  
Rating: Good

EXPERIENCE, DEDICATION, & FAIRNESS

RESPECTED IN THE 
COMMUNITY & 
ENDORSED BY:
Cuyahoga County Democratic Party
Cleveland Heights Democrats
North Shore AFL-CIO
State Senator Sandra R. Williams
State Representative Janine Boyd
Cuyahoga County Councilman  
 Anthony T. Hairston
Mayor Cheryl Stephens
Vice Mayor Jason Stein
Councilwoman Mary Dunbar
Councilwoman Carol Roe
Councilman Kahlil Seren
Councilman Mike Ungar
Councilwoman Melissa Yasinow
Former Mayor Dennis Wilcox
Former Mayor Ed Kelley
Former Mayor Alan Rapoport
Former Councilwoman Bonnie Caplan
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Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS
GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY

Warm and Welcoming Office
Tailored to Busy Families
Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Gentle Comprehensive Care
Life Changing Smile Makeovers
Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net 
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

One step away from an amazing smile

Experience the Newest Technologies

216.321.2545
Located near  
John Carroll

Easy free parking

5-Star Accredited
Preschool &  
Day School

The Music Settlement is Generously Supported by:

Express
your

Music

Express
your

ABCs
Best Music Instruction
2015, 2016, 2017

Cleveland Magazine

All Ages & Skill Levels!
Private Lessons, Classes, Ensembles:

Music Instruction  •  Music Therapy 
Arts for the Young  •  Dance Instruction

TheMusicSettlement.org/all
Sort by age & enroll online! 

University Circle // Ohio City Campus: Fall 2018
216-421-5806 xt. 100

www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Preschool  •  Day School  •  Kindergarten 

Early Childhood Open House
Sun. Nov. 12, 2017, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Ohio City Campus Opens Fall 2018

Curious? Call 216-421-5806 xt. 160

Summer Camp enrollments
begin late-December at

TheMusicSettlement.org/camp

SEPTEmBER 19, 2017
President Ron Register, Vice President Kal 
Zucker, and board members Jim Posch, 
Eric Silverman and Beverly Wright were 
present, as were Superintendent Talisa 
Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer. The 
public meeting began at 7 p.m., after an 
executive session, and ended at 8:20 p.m.

State report card update
Allison Byrd, director of data, research, 
and assignment, explained the latest state 
testing results. She reviewed the tests that 
students are required to take. All students 
must now take the SAT or ACT to graduate.
 Six components are now measured 
and reported: gap closing, progress, 
K–3  literacy, achievement, graduation 
rate, and preparation for success. Gap 
closing assesses student  achievement in 
relation to measurable objectives (goals or 
targets). Progress is defined as growth in 
one year (the value added). K–3 literacy 
assesses how successful the district is in 
getting struggling readers on track. When 
this measure reports 50 percent, it means 
that 50 percent of the students who were 
not on track are now on track.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

SEPTEmBER 25, 2017 - Joint meeting with 
Cleveland Heights City Council
 School board members present were 
President Ron Register, Vice President Kal 
Zucker, Jim Posch, Eric Silverman and Bev-
erly Wright. Superintendent Talisa Dixon 
was also present.
 City council members present were 
mayor Cheryl Stephens, Vice mayor 
Jason Stein, mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, 

CH-UH Board of Education  
meeting highlights

Kahlil Seren, michael Ungar and melissa 
yasinow. City manager Tanisha Briley was 
also present.
 The meeting was called to order at 6 
p.m. and adjourned 8:15 p.m.

City council updates
The city manager reviewed the status of 
several economic development projects. 
The paving of noble Road is complete; the 
city will add roadside plantings. Council is 
still discussing tax increment financing for 
the Top of the Hill project. The city also is 
looking at tax abatement for all properties 
that increase in value through renovations.
The Cedar Road gas line installation and 
street repairs are on schedule.

Board of education update
Concerning the middle schools renovation, 
Board member Silverman explained that 
all internal facilities systems in the schools 
will be replaced. Superintendent Dixon 
reviewed the opening of the renovated 
high school. Few traffic problems have 
occurred at the high school and the Wiley 
campus. Dixon also briefly explained the 
state report card.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

Look for earlier and often expand-
ed postings of meeting summaries 
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
see disclaimer on page 7.

Heights High’s Terry Saylor is honored as lacrosse coach

Scott Wortman

The North Coast Ohio Chapter 
of US Lacrosse has honored Terry 
Saylor, Heights High’s girls lacrosse 
coach, for his outstanding contri-
butions to the sport of lacrosse in 
the region, and his accomplish-
ments as head coach at Cleveland 
Heights High School.
 The organization inducted Say-
lor into its Hall of Fame at a Sept. 
15 ceremony held at the Urban 
Community School in Cleveland, 
the site of the new Lacrosse Com-
munities Pilot Project.

Coach terry saylor (center) with eve tranchito (‘07), Lauren iott (Heights High senior), Kelly Jones 
(‘11) and Zoe Jones (‘07).

 Two Cleveland Heights High 
School alumnae, Eve Tranchito 
(’10) and Zoe Jones (’07), pre-
sented the award to their former 
coach. 
 Also in attendance at the Sept. 
15 ceremony were Heights alumna 
and former lacrosse player Kelly 
Jones (’11), and current Heights 
senior Lauren Iott, captain of the 
2017–18 Heights lacrosse team.

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of 
communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)

. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,
  lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)
. Coffee ceremony 
. Gluten Free options
We cater for all your events (office/private)

www.zomacleveland.com
Mention this Ad get 20% off (12pm-4pm)

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste – you are ours”

Zoma 
• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA
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Heights High losing to Bedford, 42-
48. Saturday night’s homecoming 
dance, sponsored by student council, 
was well attended and lively.
 On Sunday, the city of Cleveland 
Heights sponsored the Happy 5K & 
10K run, which had the largest turn-
out so far in the three-year history 
of the event.
 The parade, a parade watch 
party and the Heights High open 
house were planned by Heights 
Schools Foundation Executive Di-
rector Julianna Johnston Senturia 
(’87), the organization’s trustees, 
and many district, city and business 
partners.
 “Our goal was to make the 
parade a community event,” said 
Johnston Senturia. “This was an 
amazing first-year collaboration. 
We really appreciate the support 
[of] the Cedar Lee Business Dis-
trict, the city of Cleveland Heights 
and the Cleveland Heights Police 
Department. No matter what your 
connection is to our schools, it’s un-
deniable that they are an important 
part of our community. We invited 
everyone to join the party!”

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Heights High’s homecoming celebration embraces community
Joy Henderson

The Heights Homecoming Celebra-
tion, Oct. 6–8, featured a high-energy 
pep rally, a community parade down 
Lee Road, discounts at Lee Road 
businesses, a football game, a high 
school open house, and the annual 
Happy 5K & 10K Fun Run.
 On Friday, Oct. 6, Heights 
High’s school day culminated in an 
all-school pep rally organized by 
student council. The event recog-
nized all of the fall-season athletic 
teams and many clubs, and included 
an award presentation by American 
Family Insurance to senior football 
player Tyreke Smith, who has been 
selected to play in the Under Armour 
All-American game in January.

Joy Henderson

Heights High seniors Melanie Gra-
ham and Mary Jane Reinhardt have 
been named National Merit Scholar 
Semifinalists in the 2018 competition, 
and now have the opportunity to ad-
vance to the finalist level and qualify 
for National Merit Scholarships. Wil-
liam Hopkins and Rosalind Madorsky 
were named 2018 Commended Stu-
dents, placing among the top 5 percent 
of the students who entered.
 Nationally, 16,000 semifinalists 
were recognized, representing less 
than 1 percent of U.S. high school 
seniors, as were 34,000 commended 
students. More than 1.6 million stu-
dents entered the National Merit 
Scholarship qualifying competition 
by taking the PSAT test in the fall of 
their junior year.
 Graham is enrolled in Ohio’s 
College Credit Plus (CCP) and takes 
physics and English literature at 
Case Western Reserve University 
(CWRU) and statistics at John Car-
roll University. Her Heights High 
courses are AP calculus and sym-
phony. She plays violin in the Heights 
High Symphony and the Cleveland 
Youth Orchestra, and mellophone 
in the marching band. “I like being 
around others who are interested in 
music,” she said. Graham is also  cap-
tain of the swim team and a member 
of the National Honor Society. After 
graduation she plans to study aero-
space or mechanical engineering.
 Reinhardt is enjoying Heights 
High’s AP literature and composition 
class. “The literary analysis is very 

 The homecoming court was 
presented to the student body, and 
a DJ from 107.9-FM emceed a dance 
off, playing popular music that had 
many students singing along and 

high caliber and really interesting,” 
she said. She is president of the Model 
UN club, and plays bass drum in the 
marching band. “The marching band 
is a great place to have fun and meet 
friends,” said Reinhardt.  She has had 
lead roles in several school musicals, 
is part of the theater program and 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society. In college, she plans to study 
political science and journalism, in 
preparation for law school.
 Madorsky especially liked the 
AP economics class she took last year 
and enjoyed reading about the con-
nection between the social sciences 
and economic issues. Part of the CCP 
program, Madorsky is taking an Eng-
lish class at CWRU, and is a member 
of the National Honor Society. As a 
member of the City Club Youth Fo-
rum, she helped plan the September 
affirmative action forum, and is the 
social action vice president of the 
Reformed Jewish Youth Movement’s 
regional board. Madorsky plans to 
study economics and environmental 
studies in college.
 Hopkins is taking AP calculus, 
literature and composition, chemis-
try, and psychology, and participates 
in symphonic winds and the jazz en-
semble. “Music has taught me that if 
I am persistent and work hard, I can 
see the results,” said Hopkins. He plays 
trumpet in both music groups and, in 
the marching band, he is sergeant of 
the trumpet section. He is a member 
of National Honor Society and Heights 
High’s tennis team, and plans to study 
computer science in college.

bleacher dancing.
 A few hours later, the homecom-
ing parade set off along a new route 
that started at Fairfax Elementary 
School and proceeded down Lee 
Road toward the high school.
 Two Cleveland Heights bicycle 
police officers led the parade, fol-
lowed by Heights High’s marching 
band and many student and com-
munity groups. The school district’s 
transportation department was the 
parade’s award winner, with a parade 
entry that featured a dance team 
leading a decorated school bus.
 The homecoming footba l l 
game on Friday evening ended with 
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The Fairfax Elementary School contigent marching in the Heights High Community Homecoming 
Parade.

MEDICARE | LIFE | DENTAL & VISION | LONG TERM CARE

Overwhelmed by Medicare options?

for a free consultation to 
learn about your options

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes 
and get the 5th 

one FREE!

Heights names four merit scholars
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Heights High’s 2018 Merit Scholars: Rosalind Madorsky, William Hopkins, Mary Jane Reinhardt 
and Melanie Graham.

ReImagine Your Home…
Have a home in need of TLC or 

looking for one to make your 
own… We SPECIALIZE in that

Imaginet,LLC  
440.759.1771 • hrdhomes.com

In Cleveland Heights since 2007
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State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm 

boltandspool.com

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties

Angela O. Kyei, 
MD, MPH, FAAD 
Board Certified 
Dermatologist 

SAME-DAY	APPOINTMENTS	

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights  216-417-3250 
www. cosmodermatology.com 

Adult	and	Pediatric	Dermatology	

Hair	Loss	Center	offering	PRP	treatments	

Laser	treatments,	including	hair	removal,	
spider	veins	and	more	

PRESCHOOL AND 
KINDERGARTEN

www.communionofsaintsschool.org | 216.932.4177 

INFORMATION NIGHT

Please join us to learn more about our impressive 
preschool and kindergarten programs, the daily 

curriculum, outstanding student achievements and to 
determine if you are eligible for the EdChoice Scholarship! 

Students from all faith traditions are welcome.

2160 Stillman Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  
(Please park in the lot on Stillman Road behind the school entrance.)

R.S.VP. is encouraged, but not required.
lfisher@communionofsaintsparish.org  

Monday, November 13th • 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Mary Kate Farrar

On Sept. 10, Gesu Catholic School 
hosted a Mass of Thanksgiving 
and Dedication of the new Gesu 
Educational Center for STREAM 
(Science, Technology, Religion, 
Engineering, Arts and Math) Learn-
ing. Pastor Fr. Karl Kiser, SJ, Prin-
cipal Lucy Iemmolo, STREAM 
Coordinator Marjorie Gessner, and 
eighth-grader Annie K. Koppitch 
all spoke to the donors and guests 
about the new STREAM center and 
the opportunities it is providing the 
630-plus students at Gesu.
 The $1.1 mil lion renovation 
project  a nd ST R EA M in it ia-
tive began about three years ago 
and, with the funds raised, the 
school began construction in fall 
2016. The construction occurred 
in three phases, with phase one 
including a new science lab. In 
phase two, the largest renova-
tion, the old religious education 
center transformed into a modern 
STREAM center featuring two 
maker spaces, a classroom, two of-
fices and a renovated chapel. The 
new spaces feature a laser cutter, 
three 3D printers, one large and 
two small vinyl cutters, two sew-
ing machines, a T-shirt press, a 
poster maker and two Clevertouch 
boards. In the final phase of con-
struction, which occurred this past 
summer, the Art Room, Boy Scout/
Community Room and hallways 

received fresh paint, f looring, 
lighting and furniture.
 The faculty and staff have 
worked to integrate STREAM into 
the school’s kindergarten through 
eighth-grade curriculum. STREAM 
education emphasizes problem-
based learning, in which students 
learn about a subject through the 
experience of solving an open-ended 
problem. Students often work in 
teams to discuss and analyze the 
problems and possible solutions. 
The faculty continues to participate 
in professional development and 
modify its teachings so they are 
modern and impactful on student 
achievement. 
 To strengthen and enhance 
the STREAM initiative, Gesu has 
established formal and informal 
relationships with higher education 
institutions, businesses and commu-
nity organizations. These partners 
support Gesu’s STREAM program 
by providing learning experiences, 
materials, and financial support. 
To date the following organizations 
have formally partnered with Gesu’s 
STREAM initiative: John Car-
roll University, Hyland Software, 
Cleveland Clinic, Ursuline College, 
Cleveland Museum of Art and Ac-
centure.

Mary Kate Farrar, a former resident of 
University Heights, is development direc-
tor for Gesu school and parish.

Gesu dedicates new STREAM center

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

G
ES

U
 S

C
H

O
O

L

Members of the Gesu School community gathered for the dedication of the new STREAM Center.
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13410 Cedar Road Cleveland Hts - 216-932-0039 - www.Bremec.com 

We Are your Holiday Décor Destination 

November Hours  
Nov. 1 through Thanksgiving 

10am-5pm Daily 

Holiday Arrangements   
Greens & Wreaths 
Fresh Cut Trees  

Holiday Décor & Unique Gifts 

Senior Happenings, sponsored by 
the city of University Heights, are 
open to all senior citizens. Events 
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
at the University Heights Library. 
To receive the monthly schedule by 
e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext. 205, 
or send an e-mail to info@universi-
tyheights.com.
 Nov. 2: Karen Gahl-Mil ls, 
chief executive officer and execu-
tive director of Cuyahoga Arts & 
Culture, will ref lect on the orga-
nization’s first decade. In 10 years, 
2007–2017, it has distributed $158 
million in public funds to 350 com-
munity organizations.
 Nov. 9: Rachel Kribbs, Cleve-
land Institute of Music’s director of 

Amy Jenkins

November is National Alzheimer’s 
Awareness month. On Nov. 9, 1:30–
3:30, the Center 4 Brain Health will 
offer free memory screenings, by ap-
pointment, at the Cleveland Heights 
Senior Activity Center (SAC).
 Memory screenings are not used 
to diagnose memory impairments, 
but are an initial step toward finding 
out if further medical testing might 
be beneficial. Memory screenings 
are also appropriate for individu-
als who want a baseline measure to 
which they will be able to compare 
future memory performance.
 If you answer yes to any of the 
following questions, you may want 
to consider calling 216-691-7377 to 
schedule a screening appointment:
• Am I becoming more forgetful?
• Do I have trouble concentrating?
•  Do I have difficulty performing 

familiar tasks?
•  Do I have trouble recalling words 

or names in conversation?
•  Do I forget where I am or where 

I am going?
• Am I misplacing things more 
often?
•  Have family members or friends 

told me that I am repeating ques-
tions or comments? Are they notic-
ing changes in my mood, behavior 
or desire to do things?

community programming, will into-
duce instrumentalists and vocalists 
from the school, who will perform.
 Nov. 16: Brian Zimmerman, 
chief executive officer of Cleveland 
Metroparks, which is celebrating its 
centennial, will discuss the park’s 
many assets. These include  18 reser-
vations, eight golf courses, 300-plus 
miles of trails, Edgewater Beach and 
Euclid Creek.
 Nov. 23: Thanksgiving Day. No 
program is scheduled.
 Nov. 30: Edgerton Road resi-
dent Neil Gould, and his longtime 
jamming partner from Bay Village, 
Dave Franduto, will perform an 
eclectic mix of tunes on their acous-
tic guitars.

 Exercise, socia l ization and 
learning new activities have all been 
found to aid memory and benefit 
brain health. SAC offers many brain-
stimulating activities.
 SAC, located in the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center at 1 
Monticello Blvd., offers a variety of 
programming for those 60 and older, 
and is open Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. A complete 
schedule of programs is published 
in the community center’s newslet-
ter, which is available at Cleveland 
Heights City Hall, local libraries, 
the community center and online at 
www.clevelandheights.com.
 SAC membership is $5 for Cleve-
land Heights residents 60 and older. 
To sign up, bring a recent piece of 
mail (such as a bill) and a photo ID.
 University Heights residents 
who would like to join SAC must 
first register with Patrick Grogan-
Myers, University Heights commu-
nity development coordinator, at 
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Member-
ship is $10 for University Heights  
seniors. 

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleve-
land Heights Office on Aging and the 
Senior Activity Center. She can be 
reached at 216-691-7379 or by e-mail at 
ajenkins@clvhts.com.

UH Senior Happenings

CH Senior Center News

HEIGHTS SPECIAL!
Pre-season discounts apply 
to all installations completed 
prior to 5/31/18. Project 
space is limited.

        

5 generations of family experience. 
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

216-932-9755
Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462  

vehbrothers.com     

 The Best Gift?  Central Air!

The UNICO system was 
designed for older homes like 
yours. It provides exceptional 
comfort without any messy 
and expensive remodeling. 

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Beautifully rehabbed home sold for full asking 
price!  4121 Stonehaven Rd, South Euclid 
Need to sell or buy?  Give me a call!

5688 MAYFIELD ROAD | LYNDHURST, OH 44124 | 440.919.0138
/PlatosClosetLyndhurst @PlatosClosetLyndhurst

cozy
your favorite

fall styles
for less! 

cash for
cozy clothes!

crazy 
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TODAY 
IS THE 
DAY.
Call now.
Why wait?

Raymond J. Wohl
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

2121 South Green Road, Ste 204
South Euclid, OH 44121

216-382-9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com

www.hdvest.com

Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds

College 529 Plans*
Insurance

Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance

Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member SIPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

Joy Henderson

The Heights High annua l fa l l 
production, “Shrek, The Musical,” 
takes place Nov. 2, 3 and 4, at 7 p.m., 
and Nov. 5, at 4 p.m.
 The show, which will be pre-
sented in the renovated Heights 

High auditorium, will feature more 
than 200 high school students per-
forming in the two casts and the pit 
orchestra, and managing  backstage 
operations. Nearly 175 elementary 
students and 60 middle school stu-
dents will sing in the chorus.
 The show’s theme of friendship 
and acceptance is relevant to the 
lead performers, who spoke about 
the show recently. “The finale song 
[“This Is Our Story”] is really the 
theme of the show,” said senior 
Hannah Gilson, who plays Fiona, 
as does her twin sister, Sophie. 
“The chorus is ‘we are different and 
united, you are us and we are you, 
this is our story.’ That describes 
Heights High and the Vocal Music 
Department.” 
 Senior Bel la Marotta, who 
plays the dragon, said, “Part of the 
show’s message is ‘yes, you might 
be a freak, but we accept you.’ ”
 Junior Alyssa Smith, also in the 
role of dragon, loved learning the 
dance steps, while senior Malcolm 
White, who plays the donkey, said, 
“Learning more about comedy and 
playing a role that gets to annoy 
people has been really fun.”
 The show’s producer is Vocal 
Music Director Jesse Lange. “This 
show is family-friendly but with 
some great adult humor,” he said. 
“It has a healthy message for stu-
dents and adults and uses our deep 
talent pool.”
 For the past two years the high 
school was temporarily located at 
Wiley, and the space was not big 
enough to accommodate a larger 
cast with the younger students. 
“We love including the younger 
students,” Lange said. “It adds so 
much fun to the show. Most of our 
lead performers remember being 
in the fall musicals when they were 
younger. Now they get to be the 
role models for the next generation 
of Heights High performers.”
 Tickets, $15, $12 and $9, are 
available online at www.cleveland-
heightschoirs.com/purchase-tickets-for-
shrek.html, or by calling 866-967-
8167. For more information, call 
216-320-3069.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.

‘Shrek, The Musical’ is 
Heights High’s fall show

HEIGHTS ARTS
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Lead actors in Heights High’s fall show are (front row, from left) Malcolm White, Hannah Gilson, 
Lilly Kerr-Jung, Alyssa Smith, (back row, from left) Grant Heineman, Tedd Byers, Isabella Marotta 
and Sophie Gilson.

A Montessori curriculum provides a child-centered 
approach to learning, building the foundation for 
independence and educational success.

Montessori 
Builds. Learn How.

Schedule your visit today!

ruffingmontessori.net
216.321.7571
3380 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights

Open
House

November 5
2-4 pm

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

New Client
Welcome
Package!
5-class pack 

for $50 
($75 value)First-time clients only | One offer per person
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‘The Hairy Ape’ opens Nov. 17 at EnsembleHeights Arts 
seeks next CH 
poet laureate

Tyler Whidden

Cleveland Critics Circle award-win-
ning director Ian Wolfgang Hinz will 
again take on a Eugene O’Neill mas-
terpiece when he directs Ensemble 
Theatre’s production of “The Hairy 
Ape” this month.
 Opening Nov. 17, the play is 
about a hard-working man, Yank, 
who has a bit of a crisis of identity 
when confronted by the daughter 
of a rich industrialist. Hinz won the 
award for Best Direction for En-
semble’s 2013 production of O’Neill’s 
“The Iceman Cometh.”
 “O’Neill is asking the questions 
many of us in our polarized society 
are asking,” Hinz said. “Mainly, 
‘where do we belong?’”
 In keeping with Ensemble’s 38th-
season theme, We the People, “The 
Hairy Ape” touches on the role of 
the working man in a society that 
is increasingly owned and operated 
by the rich. While working in the 
engine room of an ocean liner, Yank 
is confronted by a socialite, Mildred, 
who refers to Yank as a “filthy beast.” 

This ignites Yank’s 
sudden identity crisis 
and class awareness, 
sparking a journey as 
he travels to New York 
City’s Fifth Avenue to 
find a place for himself 
among the city’s elite 
class. Rejected at every 
turn, Yank’s attempt to 
avenge himself among 
the bourgeois becomes 
the slow decline of a 
man unable to break 
class ranks.
 Like all of O’Neill’s 
plays, “The Hairy Ape,” 
first produced in 1922, 
touches on themes of the human 
condition and the struggles of the 
men and women who work hard to 
build a nation, while being exploited 
by the upper class.
 “While Yank is shoveling coal 
on a ship, he could just as easily 
have been a steelworker in Cleve-
land,” Hinz said. “These themes 
that are so prevalent in O’Neill’s 
plays reflect society’s classism then 

and still today.”
 “The Hairy Ape” runs through 
Dec. 10 at Ensemble Theatre, 2843 
Washington Blvd., in Cleveland 
Heights.
 For tickets or more information, 
call the box office at 216-321-2930, or 
visit www.ensembletheatrecle.org.

Tyler Whidden is the associate artistic 
director of Ensemble Theatre.

Rachel Bernstein 

Heights Arts has begun the process 
of selecting the ninth Cleveland 
Heights poet laureate, who will 
serve from April 2018 to March 
2020. The term of the current 
Cleveland Heights poet laureate, 
Christine Howey, ends March 31, 
2018.
 Poets from across Northeast 
Ohio are encouraged to apply. Can-
didates are not required to live in 
Cleveland Heights, but must dem-
onstrate a strong connection to the 
city.
 Heights Arts will accept on-
line applications through Dec. 31. 
Detailed information about the 
responsibilities of the Cleveland 
Heights Poet Laureate are available 
on the Heights Arts website, www.
heightsarts.org. 
 The Heights Writes Commit-
tee of Heights Arts will review ap-
plications and conduct interviews 
in January and February. A final 
selection will be made by March 
2018.

Rachel Bernstein is the executive director 
of Heights Arts.

Director Ian Wolfgang Hinz.
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Poet Laureate Christine Howey (right) with 
Heights Library Director Nancy Levin

WASHINGTON & LEE
SERVICE, INC.

Customer Service is Our Priority

We Service Foreign/Domestic Cars & 
Light Duty Trucks

2080 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-371-2850

Established since 1954 under
Washington & Lee Auto Service, Inc.

“Judson is the perfect place for us!”

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park

Stalwarts of the Cleveland arts-and-culture scene, Nina 
and Jim Gibans had accumulated a lifetime’s worth of 
memories in their Shaker Heights home. But when health 
demands challenged their independent lifestyle, the 
couple agreed it was time to move to Ambler Court - a 
beautifully renovated assisted living neighborhood that 
offers signature programing and care in an ideal 
environment for those in need of increased assistance. 

“It felt like home from the start,” says Nina of the 
couple’s suite, filled with a curated collection of the 
books, music and art they love. And they take comfort in 
the easy access to the onsite health and wellness 
programs they both need. “We love it here,” says Nina. 

Learn about Assisted Living at Judson Park.  
Call (216) 446-1845 to arrange for a tour today.

— Jim and Nina Gibans, Judson Park residents since 2016
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Help us celebrate! Mark your 
calendars so you don’t miss the 
grand re-opening of our beautifully 
renovated University Heights branch.

Tour the space, bring your little 
ones to play in the new Children’s 
area, enjoy refreshments courtesy of 
Whole Foods, and more.

University 
Heights Branch
GRAND RE-OPENING

SUNDAY, NOV 12, 2 PM
GRAND RE-OPENING

SUNDAY, NOV 12, 2 PM
GRAND RE-OPENING

SUNDAY, NOV 12, 2 PM

The Heights: training ground, for better or worse

SONGS AND 
STORIES

with a guitar, facing each other and ham-
mering out the music and lyrics.
 This wasn’t my first song, and I 
wrote hundreds more after that. It 
was not a great song. But just three 
years later I was in New York signing 
a contract with a music publisher. So 
it was part of my training, and that’s 
what was important.
 Stuart and I then left his apart-
ment, dressed like Beatles—me with 
tight black pants, “Beatle boots” (high-
top, soft-leather shoes with two-inch 
Cuban heels), black turtle-neck sweat-
er and black sport coat—and started 
walking all around the Coventry area, 
and talking. Coventry was not yet the 
hippie haven it became a couple of 
years later, though the transition had 
somewhat subtly begun.
 Around midnight, we found 
ourselves on the Coventry School 
playground. The original school had 
two playgrounds. The gigantic upper 
one ran along Washington Boulevard 
and the smaller lower playground was 
situated on the Euclid Heights side.
 The lower playground had two 
of those big concrete sewer pipes, 
perpendicular to each other. Stuart 
and I each crawled into a different one 
and continued talking. We could hear 
each other well because it was quiet 
out there, plus the pipes amplified our 
voices. We talked for a couple of hours 
more before falling asleep.
 We woke up early, probably be-
cause the pipes were so uncomfortable, 
and resumed walking. We reached the 

not all of us use 
those things in the 
same ways. I used 
the city to learn 
how to live on the 
streets. I used the 
school for music 
training only.
 But all of it 
didn’t only prepare 
me for life. It also 
led to my develop-
ment as a proud 
bleeding-heart lib-
eral. I understand 
how and why peo-

ple feel the need to escape parts of their 
lives via drugs and alcohol. I empathize 
with people who live in non-traditional 
situations, because of conditions that 
have gotten out of their control and/or 
maybe due to some form and degree of 
mental illness. And I appreciate how 
important learning music and other 
arts can be and how it can literally save 
people’s lives.
 Cleveland Heights—the city and 
the school system—values arts and 
arts education, for which I’m glad I 
grew up here and still live here. Nei-
ther condones drug use or encourages 
homelessness. Somehow, I discovered 
those on my own.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

David Budin

November 1965. I had just started 
11th grade at Heights High, though I 
wasn’t involved or engaged in school 
very much. I just showed up in the 
morning and left in the afternoon. 
In the morning I smoked a cigarette 
right up to the school’s property line; 
in the afternoon, I lit up a cigarette 
the second I hit Lee Road. In the 
morning I hitched a ride to school 
from Mayfield and Superior roads. 
After school, I walked down Wash-
ington Boulevard to Coventry Road 
and stopped at one of the three bak-
eries there to get a sweet roll to eat 
on the rest of the way to my house 
on Belmar, just off of Mayfield. I 
skipped school a lot, and often cut 
classes on days I did show up.
 So, in other words, I spent that 
formative time learning bad hab-
its—and I haven’t mentioned several 
others.
 One particular early-November 
weekend that year, my friend, whom 
I’ll call Stuart, and I started out Friday 
evening at his mother’s apartment on 
Hampshire Road, writing a song—a 
fairly weak pretend-Beatles song—sit-
ting on two beds in his room, each 

Cedar Fairmount district and headed 
directly to the Toddle House, a diner-
type restaurant that got burned down 
a year or so later. We had toast and cof-
fee, and chatted with various unsavory 
characters, one of whom later became 
the arsonist in question.
 We went back to Stuart’s apart-
ment and played music together for 
most of the day, and then headed 
to a third—equally unsupervised—
friend’s house to play music with him, 
and then crashed at his place for the 
night.
 It was my training ground. Most 
of our contemporaries spent that time 
of their lives in school, learning math 
and science and things they’d use 
in life. I spent those years learning 
bad habits, practicing being home-
less, and playing music. All of which 
I would soon use in life. Within a 
couple of years I was taking drugs, 
living as a homeless person and be-
coming a professional musician.
 A bad drug experience led to 
my quitting all drugs, drinking and 
smoking, forever. The homelessness 
lasted a couple of years, then I got 
myself together. The music thing 
never went away—though of the 
three areas discussed, that one is the 
least self-destructive. Stuart’s doing 
fine. I’m doing fine. The third guy, 
not so much—still homeless and with 
untreated mental problems.
 Cleveland Heights was and is 
a beautiful place to live. Heights 
High was and is a great school. But 

The author in 1965, 
dressed like a Beatle, 
and with his then-ev-
er-present cigarette.
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Circulation Assistant Payton Meeks facilitates 
a Teen Library Council Meeting.

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Jay Rosen

New this fall to the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library 
System is the establishment of a  
Teen Library Council. The council 
is open to all teens and seeks to 
increase teen participation at 
Heights Libraries, strengthen teen 
library programming and give teens 
an opportunity to positively impact 
the community.  
 The council first met on Sept. 
6 and meets the first and third 
Wednesday of every month, 4–5:30 
p.m., at the Lee Road Library’s Levey 
Room. Council meetings are open 
to all teens, and participation can 
count toward volunteer requirements 
students may need to graduate.  
 The council hit the ground 
running in its first three meetings. 
Though pr imari ly focused on 
coordinating hurricane relief efforts, 
it also planned a number of teen 
library programs and is organizing 
a food and clothing drive for local 
homeless shelters. It has also worked 
to establish a Black fiction section 
in the Teen Room of the Lee Road 
Library.
 Payton Meeks, circu lation 
assistant, and Becca Fisher, youth 
services associate, are the driving 
forces behind this project. Motivated 
by a  desi re  to i ncrease teen 
involvement at Heights Libraries, 
and correct what they see as an unfair 
perception of teens as irresponsible 
and unruly, they came together last 
spring to brainstorm solutions. The 
result was the establishment of the 
Teen Library Council. 
 “I’m very glad and proud at the 
opportunity to start a Teen Library 
Council,” said Meeks, who has a 
history of involvement in service 
projects. “It’s important for teens to 

Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System 
has received a FutureHeights 
Neighborhood Mini-Grant in the 
amount of $875 to help pay for its 
Driver’s Education Scholarships 
for Refugees program at its Noble 
Neighborhood branch.
 Clevela nd Heights’  Noble 
neighborhood is home to roughly 
300 lega l ly resettled refugees, 
the majority of whom are Nepali 
speakers from Nepal and Bhutan. 
The library already offers support 
services to the community through 
a variety of programs such as English 
classes, citizenship classes, and the 
drop-in Welcome Hub, which offers 
refugees and immigrants an informal 
space where they can find resources 
and fellowship.
 “Since I started working with 
the refugee community here at 
Heights Libraries, I’ve heard from 
the community’s representatives that 
a lack of access to transportation 
holds the group back in many ways,” 
said Stephen Sanders, adult services 
librarian. “We hope this program 
will help the refugee community here 
in at least two ways. First, having 
the ability to transport themselves 

have a connection and relationship 
with the community.”
 Meeks and Fisher are thrilled 
by the accomplishments made by 
Council members so far, and see 
Heights Libraries as an excellent place 
to begin improving teen-community 
relations on a larger scale.  
 “I’ve been amazed by the amount 
of compassion and commitment 
these teens are showing,” Fisher said. 
“They’re all so full of ideas and really 
want to make a difference.” When 
asked about her and Meeks’ role in 
facilitating council meetings, she 
explained, “We will act as suppliers 
and they’ll be the go-getters.”
 Both Meeks and Fisher stressed 
the welcoming, open-ended nature 
of Teen Library council meetings. 
Meetings operate on an “Open  
Door, Open Floor” policy, meaning 
any teen is encouraged to attend and 
share ideas. This approach creates a 
unique space where teens are able 
to let their voices be heard and feel 
trusted and represented in the library 
and community. They also hope 
these meetings will educate library 
staff about the kinds of services  
and programs teens need to flourish.   
 Teens interested in joining the 
Teen Library Council can contact 
Fisher at rfisher@heightslibrary.org 
or Meeks at pmeeks@heightslibrary.
org, or simply attend a meeting. 
Upcoming meetings are Wednesday, 
Nov. 1, and Wednesday, Nov. 15.  

Jay Rosen is communications coordinator 
at Heights Libraries.

will open up more employment 
opportunities for them. Instead 
of having to look for work within 
walking distance of their homes, 
they can look for work a bit farther 
afield. Second, once a few members 
of the community have obtained 
their driver’s licenses, they can use 
their experience to help others do 
the same.”
 The grant money wil l help 
provide scholarships to pay for driving 
instruction for five adult participants 
who have their temporary driving 
permits. Lessons will be provided 
by Heights Driving School, a local 
business.
 In addition to expanding job 
opportunities, the ability to drive 
will also give refugees expanded 
access to shopping, childcare, and 
places outside of their immediate 
neighborhood.
 “I think that a community as 
diverse as Cleveland Heights will only 
benefit from seeing these refugees 
around town,” said Sanders. “They 
would no longer just be ‘those refugees 
on the other side of town;’ they would 
be visible members of the community.” 

Sheryl Banks is the communications 
manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library System.

Library establishes teen councilFutureHeights grant benefits 
refugee–outreach efforts
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Proudly presents its

FALL CONCERT
At the newly renovated Heights 

High School auditorium

Friday, November 17th
At 7:30 PM
Featuring the

Heights High Symphony 
Symphony Winds,
Concert Orchestra

& the CHHS Jazz Ensembles
*Chamber ensembles play

for enjoyment 6:30 PM in the 
Social Room.

IMD
Cleveland Heights High School 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT

Visit us at www.heightsimd.org
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do you like the     Heights Observer?
 
Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project. 

All proceeds are returned to the community  
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain  
the Observer and other important projects.

donate now by joining FutureHeights  
at bit.ly/observer-backer

SEPTEMBER 18, 2017

Present were President Ron Holland, Vice 
President Abby Botnick, Secretary Chris 
Mentrek, Suzann Moskowitz, Susan Be-
atty, Jim Roosa and Max Gerboc.

Financial report
The fiscal officer reviewed both July and 
August financial statements. A chart was 
presented that showed a four-year trend 
of the libraries’ major revenue sources, 
which include property tax, tax reim-
bursement from the state, and the public 
library fund. Of the three funding sources,  
property tax is the largest. Total cash 
balance across the operating accounts,  
Bauer Fund accounts, and investment 
accounts at the end of August was 
$15,141,749.11. The board accepted the 
financial reports.

Strategic plan update
Deputy Director Kim DeNero-Ackroyd 
provided an update on the strategic plan. 
It included results of completed surveys 
on library programs and services, such as 
the summer reading program, as well as 
programs that are in the process of being 
surveyed or that will be surveyed in the fu-
ture, such as the Hotspot Lending Program. 
Twenty-five parents and caregivers, and 
36 children and teens completed evalua-
tion surveys for the summer reading pro-
gram. According to the surveys, 96 per-
cent of parents and caregivers reported 
that their children maintained or increased 
their reading skills, and 92 percent said 
their children are more confident readers. 
Ninety-one percent of children and teens 
want to use the library more often, and 85 
percent enjoy reading more. Board Mem-
ber Roosa commented that the number of 
survey responses seemed low, and there 
was discussion and inquiry about methods 
to increase survey responses.

Library Card Sign Up Month and 
amnesty
The board declared September as Library 
Card Sign Up Month and authorized li-
brary staff to waive fees and fines for 
persons under 18 years old, in order to 
reinstate them as “bona fide” library users, 
and to provide parents a $5 fine waiver for 
completing a survey.

Materials and selection policy
The board adopted an amended materials 
and selection policy that changes “gen-
der” to “gender identity,” sets guidelines 
for the purchase of self-published books, 
and defines the local history collection.

Friends report
Linda Lopez provided a report on the 
activities and fundraising efforts of the 
Friends of the Heights Libraries. The first 
Friday sale raised $680, and two scholar-
ships were awarded. On Oct. 8, Friends 
will have its annual meeting.

Farewell to the bookmobile
With the upcoming reopening of the Uni-
versity Heights branch of Heights Librar-
ies, the bookmobile will cease operation. 
During the time that the bookmobile was 
in use, it made 207 stops, serviced 1,926 
people, and had 3,293 items in circula-
tion. A YouTube video, which highlighted 
the activities and services of the bookmo-
bile, was shared.

LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expand-
ed postings of meeting summaries  
online at www.heightsobserver.org. 
See disclaimer on page 7.
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www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

Book Flower Clown for your 
next event. 

A fixture in the Heights 
Events and parties 

440-944-0278  

www.flower-entertainment.com  

friends@heightslibrary.org 
216-932-3600 x1234 

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds 
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Stop in to check out our  
brand new repair facility! 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY 
 

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?  
Stuck trying to figure out what to do 

and how to do it?   
Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher 

 
216-242-9763 

 
gbelcher482@gmail.com 

www.gaylebelcherattorney.com 
 

34 years of legal experience 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Free Estimates                          Since 1978 

Daugherty Construction, Inc. 
Commercial / Residential Roofing 

Siding - Windows 

(216) 731-9444 
        (216) 731-9644 Fax 

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com 

www.daughertyconst.com 
22460 Lakeland Boulevard 

Euclid, Ohio  44132 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all 

supplies. Married couple. Impeccable 

references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.  

Call Maid Convenient.  
Days: 440-213-0850 

Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745 

 Cleaning Service PC HANDYMAN 
 
PC and Mac Repair 
End your computer troubles for good 
 
Our “Managed Services”contract offers: 
 Microsoft Office 365 
 Anti-virus protection 
 Online support and maintenance 

 
Just $29.99/mo 

 
216-236-8743            www.pchandy.net 

Based in the Heights 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Your Move · Your Way · Our Help 
 

Rightsizing & Thriving-in-Place 

216-925-2393  
www.creativemovesllc.com 

NASMM Member · Bonded · Insured 

S E W    K N I T    P A I N T  
D R A W    P R I N T  

E M B R O I D E R  
L E A T H E R  C R A F T

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

www.saintjamescleveland.com  216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Shop
Local.

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business  

for $28/month

Retired Plumber 

Kitchen Drains, Bathtubs,  
Toilets, Basement Drains-  
   UNCLOGGED 

Copper, Pex & Galvanized Pipes- 
   REPAIRED or REPLACED 
 
ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED 

Call Charles today: 
(440) 444-2827 

STOP IN OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
 

2126 LEE ROAD, #3 
(216) 200-8177 
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Kensington Pub to open  
in former TavCo space

Jessica Shantz

Longtime Cleveland Heights resi-
dents and restaurant enthusiasts 
Brad Po and Jeff King took their 
time shopping around for the per-
fect spot in which to open their 
own pub and eatery. When the two 
storefronts at the corner of Lee and 
Kensington roads, formerly occu-
pied by The Tavern Company (be-
fore that business moved across and 
down Lee Road), became available, 
both men saw it as an opportunity 
to revive the iconic, local space as a 
neighborhood hangout.
 Friends for more than 20 years, 
Po and King worked together previ-
ously at local and regional establish-
ments, including Johnny’s Little Bar, 
Red, and Moxie. King currently 
manages La Cav du Vin in Coventry 
Village. 
 They hope to open Kensington 
Pub’s doors by December of this 
year, but Po is hesitant to name a 
definitive date. 
 “We are working to revitalize 
as much of the original charm as 
possible,” Po said.
 One of their first tasks was to 
strip and refinish both the original 
bar and all of the original dining 
tables. The result is a glossy sea of 
wood that both dresses up the space 
while revealing its long history—
including old nicks and cigarette 
burns beneath the shiny new coats 
of polyurethane.
 They also repainted all 87 dining 
chairs, and Po’s girlfriend is cur-
rently reupholstering each seat to 
match accents in the dining rooms. 
The entire interior will be repainted 
in the next couple months, includ-

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

      

    
 
 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.     Cleveland Heights, OH  44118      
216-303-9862        Tuesday-Saturday  10-5 

 

www.eastwoodfurniture.com 

 EASTWOOD   
FURNITURE 

Old world  
craftsmanship . . .  

today’s  
furniture styles. 

 
Solid Hardwood 

Made in Ohio 
Designed by You 

 

IN 

Original, colorful designs on  
paper, fabric and leather! 

 

November 8—December 23 

 

OPEN HOUSE   
Thursday, November 16  5-8pm 

 Please Support 
SMALL 

BUSINESS
SATURDAY

Saturday, November 25th

 HOLIDAY 
CRAFT MART

Saturday, December 2nd
from 9 am - 4 pm
 in The Alcazar

2450 Derbyshire Road
Cleveland Heights

Upcoming
Events!Cedar Fairmount 

construction 
IS COMPLETE ! 

 Join Us at the 
HOLIDAY CRAFT MART 
Saturday, December 2nd 

9 am - 4 pm.
Vendor applications are still available 

at www.cedarfairmount.org.

VALET PARKING AVAILABLE!
Wed, Thur, Fri 4 pm to 9 pm

For information: 
www.cedarfairmount.org or 216 791-3172

We’re done!

Brad Po stands with the 87 chairs he helped 
repaint.
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ing parts of the ceiling that were 
formally concealed by foam board, 
which, in keeping with Po and 
King’s vision, should open up and 
brighten the space.
 Their most ambitious design 
plans involve reinstalling windows 
on the Kensington Road side of the 
building, and potentially opening 
up space between the front of the 
restaurant and the outdoor patio on 
Lee Road. 
 Specifically, they are discussing 
plans with their landlord to install 
a garage door or inside/outside bar 
in the spring, in what is now a front 
window. King expressed much pride 
in “being able to give the place a 
facelift.”
 The partners are also order-
ing equipment, supplies and menu 
items. Po explained that Kensington 
Pub will be a scratch kitchen. 
 “We’ll offer good, upscale pub 
fare; no heavy or fried foods,” he 
said. “A diner will be able to order 
a traditional sandwich, burger, or 
salad, or try something off of the 
moderately higher priced a la carte 
menu.”
 Po wants customers to have “lots 
of options to eat relatively inexpen-
sively or indulge.” The restaurateurs 
don’t plan to keep an industrial 
freezer on the premises, so “the food 
is guaranteed to be fresh.”
 Kensington Pub will be open 
seven days a week, with food served 
until 2 a.m. on some nights, and 
there wil l be a regular Sunday 
brunch offering. As Po puts it, “We 
want everyone to feel comfortable: 
families, students, people returning 
late from work or out-of-town.”
 Po and King said they have 
marveled at the “couple hundred” 
people who have already peeked 
their heads in or stopped by to talk, 
and they’re excited that so many 
have expressed enthusiasm to have 
a neighborhood pub and restaurant 
once again fill the vacant corner 
space. “We haven’t put any papers in 
the window because we want people 
to see the changes we’re making.” 

Jessica Schantz is the Heights Observer’s 
e-news manager and a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights.
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them home with 
a completed proj-
ect, along with 
enough knowl-
edge to repeat the 
process, custom-
ize, troubleshoot 
and expand.
 S t u d i o 
How-To offers 
classes for both 
adults and kids, 

primarily on weekends and evenings. 
For the holidays, Nemecek will offer 
parent and child combination classes. 
“My son loves taking classes with my 
husband or me, and it can be a lot of fun 
and great bonding for parents and kids 
to learn together,” Nemecek explained.
 Nemecek also hosts private 
workshops and parties for groups 
that want to tackle something new 
and fun together. “Picture getting 
a group of friends together to learn 
how to knit or sew a basic project, 
and then making several for everyone 
on your list,” suggested Nemecek.
 Studio How-To recently added a 
small gallery space, SH2 Gallery, which 
exhibits works for sale by local Cleve-
land artists who also teach or lecture 
at the studio. Studio How-To also has 
partnered with ARTneo: The Museum 
of Northeast Ohio Art to display 
pieces from its permanent collection at 
SH2 Gallery and combine themes from 
the collection with special classes.
 For the holidays, the gallery will 
exhibit ARTneo’s collection of holi-
day cards, made by Cleveland artists 
from the past several decades, and 
Nemecek is planning one or more 
holiday card-making workshops. 
 For those who like the idea of 
handmade, but not making some-
thing themselves, Nemecek offers 
gift certificates for classes.  
 For more information, visit 
www.studiohow-to.com.

Sruti Basu is the director of community-
building programs at FutureHeights.

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

basis, so visitors can shop 
early and often, and al-
ways f ind something 
new. A public opening 
celebration is planned 
for Friday, Nov. 3, 7–9 
p.m., with a members’ 
preview 5–7 p.m. Special 
holiday shopping nights 
are planned throughout 
the season, including 
“Manly Mondays” on 
Nov. 20 and Dec. 11, 
when “significant others” 

can sip and shop and enjoy free gift 
wrapping for all purchases.
 For more information on partici-
pating artists and expanded holiday 
store hours, visit www.heightsarts.org 
or call the community arts nonprofit 
at 216-371-3457.

Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts, a 
nonprofit community arts organization.

Mary Ryan

What began in 2002 as a tiny Lee 
Road pop-up with a few local art-
ists has blossomed into the 16th 
annual Heights Arts Holiday Store, 
featuring creative items by about 100 
Northeast Ohio visual artists and 
artisans, writers and musicians. 
 “We’ve been planning this year’s 
store since June, and are fortunate to 
have intern Megan Jones, a student 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art, 
help us identify new and exciting 
artists for the expanded holiday 
store,” said Executive Director 
Rachel Bernstein. “Megan is col-
laborating with manager Courtney 
Young to make this the best holiday 
store in our history!”
 Visitors will find new giftable 
art from many of their favorite 
makers, plus an impressive curated 
selection of items by artists new to 
the store. 
 “In addition to ceramics, jewelry, 
art on paper, and glass by popular 
favorites such as Mark Yasenchak, 
Catherine Butler, Julie Edberg, and 
Sue Berry, we’re thrilled about the 
variety of new works from more than 
20 new artists—ranging from ador-
able, needle-felted animals by Erin 
Carlson to handcrafted ceramicware 
from Amy Halko, and abstract prints 
from Nicole Schneider,” said Young.
 New this year is a holiday gift 
registry, which enables visitors to jot 
down items they’d love to receive as 
gifts; friends or family members can 

then access the registry when they 
stop in. 
 In addition, Heights Arts has 
commissioned handmade Judaica, 
thanks to funding from the Mandel 
Foundation, and will have a custom 
ceramic menorah and pewter mezu-
zot available for order.
 The holiday store is stocked with 
new, handmade items on a weekly 

Heights Arts Holiday Store opens Nov. 3

 

 

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS!  

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS  

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

SAT NOV 25  

Small  
Business 

Saturday!  

Heights Arts annual holiday store.

Inside Studio How-To.
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Sruti Basu

Studio How-To owner Sarah Nem-
ecek hopes to help people enjoy the 
holiday season even more by offering 
special gift-making classes. In her 
studio at 2140 Lee Road, Nemecek 
provides instruction on how to make 
things for friends and family, both for 
the pleasure of gift giving and for the 
experience of learning and socializ-
ing with others while creating.
 Nemecek’s goal is to remove 
the stigma of the handmade gift, 
replacing the weird-colored, ill-
fitting handmade sweater with cool, 
modern, useful handmade gifts that 
anyone would be thrilled to receive, 
proud to give, and capable of making.
 For the past several years, Nem-
ecek has been making and exchang-
ing handmade gifts, activities and 
tools with her family and friends.
 “The spirit of giving got lost with 
all the stress of crowds and shopping. 
We started questioning why we were 
giving presents that no one needed or 
wanted,” said Nemecek. She got her 
whole family and several friends in-
volved, and now their focus is on find-
ing new ways to impress and delight 
one another with handmade items.
 Nemecek teaches handcraft and 
art workshops at Studio How-To 
year-round, but will focus on skills 
and projects for gift-making during 
November and December.
 Her approach is to teach students 
the skills to get started and send 

Studio How-To brings  
handmade to the holidays

Cleveland Institute of Art

Student 
Holiday 
Sale

Dec 1–2, 2017
Fri Dec 1 6:30–9pm
Sat Dec 2 10am–8pm

cia.edu/holiday-sale

Cleveland Institute of Art 
11610 Euclid Avenue

french FRIES

CROSS-EYED
you’ll go

DELICIOUS

Best French Fries in NE Ohio 
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family 
Friendly Restaurant

so
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Tin lunchboxes, over 20 varieties. ($15.00 to 
$24.00, Big Fun)

Old World Christ-
mas® ornaments. 
($14.99 to $19.99, 
Bremec on the 
Heights Garden 
Center) 11

Sandwich Anarchy by author/illustrator John 
G. A collection of 10 years of Melt Bar & 
Grilled posters into one volume, from the Six 

Degrees of Kevin 
Bacon Melt to the 
Brat Pack Breakfast 
Club Melt (Pixy Stix 
included!), along with 
the stories behind the 
images ($25.00 to 
$30.00, depending 
on location, Melt, 
Appletree Books, 
Mac’s Backs) 12

GIFT GUIDE

Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM

This year, give a gift of therapeutic laughter compiled with loving care right  
here in Cleveland Heights. Funny Times has been entertaining a large  
national audience for over 30 years. 

24 pages of ad-free humor, politics and 
fun delivered right to your doorstep, 
whether that’s on Scarborough 
or in Scottsdale, on Meadow-
brook or in Montreal.

Don’t know us? You should. 
Stop in for a free issue and 
check out some of our funny 
T-shirts and gifts.  

Locally grown and nationally 
known  — FUNNY TIMES.

SHOP LOCAL!

2176 Lee Road … right upstairs from Heights Music Shop.

find us 
on 
facebook

available
on iTunes
& amazon

Fabulous fossils, crystals and mineral speci-
mens. ($3.00 to $10.00, Cleveland Rocks 
and Beads)

Mini karaoke microphone. The mini mike 
attaches to your phone for karaoke on the 
go. Plug the mike into the headphone jack on 
the phone, download the free app identified 
on the package, choose your song and sing 
along. You can make a video of your perfor-
mance. ($10.00, Pinwheel Kids) 3

Hand–stitched toy mice with catnip by artist 
Jen Craun. For each purchase, one is donated 
to the Cleveland APL. ($7.00, Heights Arts) 4

Find something for 
everyone on your list at 
the many independent 
merchants in the Heights. 
Most will gift wrap or ship 
your items, too. Here are 
some of our favorites:

STOCKING STUFFERS ($10 OR LESS)

Beer 
Prepared, a 
bottle opener 
that fits in 
your pocket 
($3.99, 
Mac’s Backs)

 1

Stress–Fix Body Crème, trial size. De–stress 
on the go with this soothing lavender cream.  
($9.00, Quintana’s Barber and Dream Spa) 

Notecards, posters and postcards of signa-
ture Reproduction Freedom Flag, an art quilt 
to celebrative women’s reproductive rights. 
(Notecards $10.00 for a pack of 8, posters 
$12.00; The Liberal Artist) www.theliber-
alartist.com

Bennington soy tin candles. ($8.00, Atma 
Center) 2

2017 Holiday Gift Guide

Keats 100% natural, 
handcrafted soaps, 
seven different blends. 
($10.00, Heights Arts) 5

Assorted coasters. ($5.00 each, In the 216) 6

Blue Q Sassy Socks. (Women $9.95; Men 
$11.95, S’Wonderful Gifts) 7

Ouch! Bandages, as-
sorted designs. ($5.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts) 

Morning Song gardens soaps, locally made, 
assorted scents. ($7.95, S’Wonderful Gifts)

Lucky Cat figurine, assorted colors. ($9.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts) 8

Flowers & herbs grow kits. ($7.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

Mini gift boxes in more than 60 styles. 
($5.00, Big Fun) 9

Bath bombs made with shea butter. ($7.50 to 
$9.50 each, The Cleveland Candle Co.) 10

Essential oil lip balms. ($3.00 each, The 
Cleveland Candle Co.)

GIFTS LESS THAN $50

Holiday maker workshops: Learn and make 
your own gifts in one or more of our special 
holiday workshops. Workshops available for 
adults and kids. ($35.00 to $50.00, Studio 
How-To) 

2

8

9

11

12

106

3

7

5

4

1
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GIFT GUIDE

GIFTS LESS THAN $50

Floral notepad, Mavec Collections. ($16.00, 
Holiday Pop–Up Shop in Eastwood Furniture 
Loft)

A variety of wines, including Cleveland Rocks 
Christmas Red--our holiday-spiced Cabernet 
Sauvignon blend. ($20.00 to $30.00, CLE 
Urban Winery)

Come in and create a one–of–a–kind 
beaded treasure for someone you love or 
give someone you love a gift certificate for 
a beading class or party. (Prices vary, Cleve-
land Rocks and Beads) 

Handmade artisan cocktail drink mixer set. 
Includes mixer, coordinating glass and reci-
pes. Six different flavors available ($28.00, 
Blush Boutique) 13

Versatile shawl vest, many colors available. 
($38.00, Blush Boutique) 14

Hats, gloves, and scarves. (Prices vary, Blush 
Boutique)

Aegean Sea 
yoga mat. 
($32.95, Atma 
Center)

Copper Bells. 
($38.50, Atma 
Center) 15

Red Daisy cooking 
set. This little suitcase 
carries everything 
kids need to make 
dinner! ($32.00, 
Pinwheel Kids)

Construct a Truck. 
Take this dump truck 
apart and put it 
back together again 
with your own set of 
tools. Truck operates 
on battery–free 
friction power. 
($22.00, Pinwheel 
Kids)

Infrared Mini Flyer. This toy uses an infrared 
sensor to keep it flying. Small enough for 
indoor play. ($20.00, Pinwheel Kids) 16

Needle-felted winter toadstool houses, Erin 
Carlson. ($30.00, Heights Arts) 17

Ohio peg game. 18  ($25.00, In the 216) 

WAFF journals, assorted colors and 
sizes. (mini $12.50, medium $20.95, large 
$28.95; S’Wonderful Gifts)

Kids’ backpacks. ($29.95 to $37.95; 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

The 100 Year Trail: A Centennial Celebration 
of Cleveland’s Metroparks by Judy Mack-
eigan and Cleveland Metroparks staff. A gift 
book that lovingly celebrates the Emerald 
Necklace ($39.95, Mac’s Backs)

Kids’ pendulum 
clocks, assorted 
designs. ($48.95, 
S’Wonderful Gifts)

1960s acrylic A–
line Missoni style 
zig zag knit dress. 
($45.00, Vintage 
Apparel) 

White ceramic mug. ($10.00), Black traveler 
mug. ($25.00) Kids and adult T-shirts, avail-
able in pink and grey. ($16.00 to $18.00, 
Luna Bakery & Café) 

CLE Trio of 4 oz candles. Scents: CLE Magic, 
Ohio Harvest, and Cleveland Snow. ($24.00 
each, The Cleveland Candle Co.)

Believing in Cleveland: Managing Decline in 
“The Best Location in the Nation” by Mark 
Souther. Richly detailed history that looks 
closely at Cleveland urban policy in the last 
several decades ($29.50, Mac’s Backs)

GIFTS FROM $50.00 TO $150.00

Live edge serving tray. ($75.00, Eastwood 
Furniture) 19

Doll bunkbed. ($87.00, Eastwood Furniture)

Handmade pillows featuring Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg trimmed with vintage lace and 
glass beaded “earrings.” ($52.00 dollars, 
The Liberal Artist) www.theliberalartist.com 

Handcrafted sterling silver earrings in post 
or drop styles by Erica Montejo. ($52.00 to 
$82.00, Heights Arts) 20

We treat your yard like family

Full Residential 
Tree Services

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com

Free Estimates
440-463-7379

Careful • Knowledgeable • Neat • Professional

• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling
•  Deep Root  

Fertilization
•  24-Hour Tree 

Service
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106  (216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!
Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .eps

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist

9 a.m.      Holy Eucharist 

10 a.m. Christian Formation for All Ages

11:15 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
                   Morning Prayer (2nd Sunday)

5 p.m.      Choral Evensong, as scheduled

SundAy WorSHiP & CHriStiAn ForMAtion

Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols
Sunday, december 10

4:30 p.m. Handbell Prelude
      5:00 p.m. Service of Lessons & Carols
A gem of the Anglican choral tradition, this service leads us into the season of light 
and expectation, featuring readings for Advent and anthems by the Senior, Children’s, 
Youth and Handbell Choirs of St. Paul’s. Free ‑ no reservations needed.

the rev. Jeanne Leinbach, Rector  •  Karel Paukert, Organist‑Choirmaster  
Dr. Steven Plank, Associate Organist‑Choirmaster  

dr. richard nelson, Director of Children’s & Youth Choirs   
Lois davis, Handbell Choir Director

Stop fishing around ... get hooked with the 'reel' Hat1t1 Jrothers! 
Let us tackle your heatit1g systetM t1eeds! 

VERNE & ELLSWORTH HANN INC.

,.�,:.g 
HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS 

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, 
cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland. 

216-932-9755
2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Heights 

Heating Tune-up/ 
Safety Inspection 

Mention this discount when scheduling. 
Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per 
system, parts additional. Discount valid 
during normal workday hours only (M-F; 
8-3:30). Payment must be given to techni
cian at time of service. Not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Must be scheduled 
prior to 12/31 /17

VEHbrothers.com Heating/ Cooling/ Plumbing/ Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems Bonded•lnsured •OHLIC#24462 

14

Support your local businesses.
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Cycling and yoga 
class packages. 
(20–class pack: 
$255.00, 30–class 
pack: $350.00, 
50–class pack: 
$525.00, Conflu-
ence) 

Spin menorah, slip 
cast porcelain, 
Seth Nagelberg. 
($175.00, Heights 
Arts) 24

GIFT GUIDE

 

SUITES AVAILABLE 

 
12000 Fairhill Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
office@montlackrealty.com 

 

Shaker Heights 
Cleveland Heights 
Lakewood 
Cleveland 

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 
• Walking distance to CWRU, 

Shaker Square and RTA 
• Refinished Kitchens 
• Hardwood Floors 
• Parking 
• Laundry Facilities 
• Dishwasher and Disposal 

 

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 

superbly 
maintained 

and well 
located 

apartments!” 

30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA 
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP  

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.  
(216) 371-9760 

www.atmacenter.com 

/atmacenter  @atmacenter108  

Celebrating  
20 Years! 

Photo frames: wood, acrylic, leather and cop-
per. ($15.00 to $150.00, Wood Trader) 21

Rainbow roll–up piano. This portable 
keyboard is a great first keyboard! Features 
eight different instrument modes, and record-
ing capability. ($62.00, Pinwheel Kids)

Pair of Close Encounters season 12 con-
cert tickets, featuring musicians from the 
Cleveland Orchestra and their associates. 
($90.00 to $110.00/pair, Heights Arts) 

Tailgater sweatshirt with built in Koozie and 
bottle opener. ($60.00, In the 216) 22

GIFTS MORE THAN $150.00

A gift certificate for our Couple’s Restoration 
package featuring two simultaneous Swedish 
Relaxation Massages. ($170.00 Quintana’s 
Barber and Dream Spa) 

100% silk charmeuse scarf, Mavec Collec-
tions. ($189.00, Holiday Pop–Up Shop in 
Eastwood Furniture Loft) 23

Bentwood rocker. ($226.00, Eastwood 
Furniture)

Handblown glass halo sculptures, Mark Sud-
duth. ($280.00 to $290.00, Heights Arts) 

FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS IT ALL

Custom holiday centerpieces. ($24.99 to 
$44.99, Bremec on the Heights Garden 
Center) 25

Dickens writing desk. 
($1,582.00,  
Eastwood Furniture) 26 
 
Declutter for the holi-
days! Kick off the New 
Year with a cleaner 
slate. ($250.00 for a 
4 hour decluttering ses-
sion, Creative Moves, 
LLC.) www.creative-
movesllc.com

Wine Club membership. ($50.00/month, 
The Wine Spot) 27

Handmade artisan jewelry. ($75.00 to 
$300.00, Blush boutique)

The gift of yoga (Beginner’s special: $59.00, 
5 class pass: $75.00, Atma Center) 

“Winter in the Flats,” framed oil painting, 
Jeremy Tugeau. ($1,200, Heights Arts) 28

Exquisite bronze mask of Ganesh, the re-
mover of obstacles, from Kathmandu, Nepal. 
($500.00, Cleveland Rocks and Beads) 29

1800 piece Nanoblock Titanic Kit. ($95.00, 
S’Wonderful Gifts) 30

Rough diamond in18k gold-setting necklace. 
($1,330.00, Wanderlust Jewelers) 31

25

23

24

29

28

31

27

30

22

26

GIFT GUIDE continued from page 1

discover what our local businesses 
have to offer, and encourage them 
to shop local first. This year’s guide 
begins on page 25.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Nadeen Hayden 

: 

“You get change by voting for it, and I will be voting for Nadeen Hayden For Judge. I’ve known 
Nadeen and her family for several years, and to me she represents the best of Cleveland 
Heights: involved, informed, inspiring.”- Frank Lewis 

“What Cleveland Heights needs is a fresh perspective who 
can see the current problems with the system and will work 
to solve them with a progressive and compassionate eye. 
Nadeen Hayden is a self-driven, accomplished lawyer who 
values family and community--and she will fight for you to 
make it easier and more efficient to navigate the courts.”     
- Megan Kuhar 

“Nadeen will be a fair judge and relentlessly pursue solutions 
for housing violation enforcement.”  - Jennifer Lang 

“Nadeen is a person of great character and is fair and balanced. She approaches every 
decision thoughtfully and cares about all people.” - Melissa & Jeff Rink 

“After 16 years, our unique and beautiful community has the opportunity to select the most 
qualified candidate for judge. Our municipal court sees a plethora of case types and many are 
complex. Nadeen has the first-hand legal experience, intellect, and empathy to fairly distribute 
justice. She is passionate about our citizens’ wellbeing and their struggles,  and she has 
creative solutions to serve our unique community.” - Vikki Nowak 

“Nadeen Hayden is focused on our families, our communities, and supporting Cleveland 
Heights in any way possible.”  - Steven Walker 

“I'm supporting Nadeen for Judge because she's smart, driven, 
and involved in the community.  I've known her to have an 
unbelievable work ethic, and impeccable personal integrity.”     
- Elizabeth Radivoyevitch. 

 

“Hayden's zeal for change [is] tangible. Cleveland Heights voters 
should choose Nadeen Hayden Nov. 7.” – The Plain Dealer 

“Nadeen Hayden has worked in the court system. We need 
a judge with her unbiased experience, not one that 
represents landlords.” - Andrew Pollis 
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