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James Outman

A day after he defeated Univer-
sity Heights’ two-term incumbent,
Mayor-elect Michael D. Brennan
put forward a vision of an innovative
entertainment and nightlife scene
where the moribund University
Square shopping center stands at
the intersection of Cedar and War-
rensville Center roads.

A lawyer in private practice, for
whom the mayoral election was a first
step into politics, Brennan will take
office on Jan. 2, having won a close
election with an unofficial winning
margin of less than 60 votes (1,546
to 1,492) in a city of approximately
13,000 residents.

Brennan said he did not see a
common thread in the decision by
University Heights voters to replace
an incumbent (UH Mayor Susan
Infeld ran without opposition for
reelection four years ago) and the
election loss by six-term incumbent
Mayor Merle Gordon, in neighboring
Beachwood. “I think each city has its

UH Mayor-elect Michael Dylan Brennan.

unique issues,” commented Brennan.
“For University Heights, our election
was about the power of good ideas
and the power of collaboration as a
way of going about government.”
Proactive economic develop-
ment to help cut taxes

Brennan said that he expected to
take an active, hands-on approach on
pitching University Heights to pro-
spective real estate investors and en-
trepreneurs. University Square, now
reduced to three tenants (Macy’s and
Target, which own their stores, and

Heights libraries and Noble barbers seek
to boost literacy rates in young readers

Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library System
regularly engages in community
outreach. Storytimes at preschools
and daycares, delivery of materials
to home-bound customers, book
discussions and computer classes at
senior living communities and the
Cleveland Heights Community
Center, and free book distribution
at community events utilizing the
Book Bike are just a few examples
of Heights Libraries outreach ac-
tivities.

Monica Wilson, youth services
associate at the Noble Neighbor-
hood branch, has found yet another
way to reach customers outside of
the library building, and encourage
teens and kids to read: bringing
library books for young readers to
local barbershops.
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Patrick Freed has welcomed Heights lerurles

COURTESY MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN
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into his Freestyles Barbershop on Noble Road.

“Every six weeks, I bring a
variety of books to two of the
barbershops on Noble Road for
customers to read while they get
their hair cut, or wait for a cut,”
said Wilson.

continued on page 12

Noble Road lights will complement Nela Park displays

Brenda H. May

Noble Road residents, businesses
and institutions are being encour
aged to “Light Up Noble!” again
this year. Noble Neighbors (www.
nobleneighbors.com) is inviting every-
one with Noble Road frontage to
illuminate their windows, creating
a corridor of lights along one of the
neighborhood’s main streets.

Each holiday season, thousands
of visitors drive through the neigh-
borhood to see the lighting display
at General Electric’s Nela Park, 1975

GE Lighting’s annual lighting ceremony in 2016.
Noble Road. Lighting the two-mile
stretch of Noble between Mayfield
Road and Nela Park will provide a
welcome to these visitors and give
them another way to discover the

neighborhood.

This year’s Nela Park holiday
lighting has a “melodies and memo-
ries” theme. The display, which will

continued on page 7

DEANNA BREMER FISHER

an Applebee’s restaurant) and deep
in tax arrears, will be a major initial
target, he said.

Brennan rejected suggestions of
replacing stores with apartments on
the site, saying that what the city
needs is a more active entertainment
scene to attract both residents and
visitors. He observed that he was
unable to find a suitable place within
the city for his campaign launch party,
as he did not want to impinge on the
pizzeria used by his opponent, Mayor
Infeld.

One of Brennan’s consistent
themes was the need for the city to be
more proactive in solving problems,
and especially promoting economic
development. He said he thought the
city should have an economic develop-
ment director who, with the mayor,
would seek out investors in, for ex-
ample, new entertainment sites. The
city plan and zoning regulations were
tools that could be used to attract
some investments and discourage oth-
ers—such as proposed housing units

continved on page 7

Local election results
in new mayor, BOE
members and judge

Deanna Bremer Fisher

On Nov. 7, Michael Dylan Brennan
defeated incumbent Susan Infeld in
a closely contested race to become
mayor of University Heights. In un-
official election results posted on the
Cuyahoga County Board of Election
website, Brennan received 1,546 votes,
50.9 percent of the total, giving him a
narrow win over Infeld, who received
1,492 votes.

In addition, Cleveland Heights
and University Heights voters elected
three new members to the CH-UH
Board of Education: Dan Heintz, Jodi
L. Sourini and Malia Lewis. Cleveland
Heights voters elected James Costello
to be their next municipal judge with
5,075 votes, representing 49.1 percent
of the total.

Voters in both cities retained in-
cumbents in their city council races.
Cleveland Heights reelected Cheryl
Stephens, Jason Stein, Mike Ungar and
Melissa Yasinow for its city council,
while University Heights voted to
retain Phillip Ertel, Susan D. Pardee,
John Rach and Mark Wiseman.

“I’m elated and ecstatic, but it
is tempered with a sense of solemn
responsibility,” said Brennan, when
asked how he felt about the election.
“The people of University Heights
have entrusted me to move the
city forward. I am anxious to get
started.”

Brennan said he has already
started to prepare for the position

by meeting with community lead-
continved on page 8
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LETTERS/OPINION

What the Heights Observer is—and isn’t

= OPENING
THE OBSERVER

Bob Rosenbaum

‘When you're involved with running a
newspaper you learn there are some
things that can never be said enough.

Such as: The Heights Observer is
not an ordinary newspaper. In fact, if
there were another word to use for it,

I wouldn’t describe it as a newspaper

at all. Here’s why:

* No reporters. Every word we publish
is submitted by volunteers in the
community. If you call me with a
great story idea, I'll tell you the only
way that story is likely to get written
is if you do it yourself.

* Contributors are encouraged to
write about people they know and
organizations they work for. A tra-
ditional newspaper would view this
as a conflict of interest. We believe
it’s useful, as long as any relationship
between the author and the subject
of an article is disclosed.

* We're not good at certain things
newspapers traditionally do, such as
routine coverage of public meetings.
We're grateful for our partnership
with the League of Women Voters—
which sends volunteers to observe
and report on school board, library
board and city council meetings. But
that effort only scratches the surface
of what deserves to be covered, and

About the Observer

The Heights Observer is not an ordinary
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication
for residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.

The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.

Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.

Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or
with friends, neighbors or colleagues.
Our volunteer editors will make sure
it’s ready to publish and contact you
with any questions.

as long as we’re volunteer-based, it’s
likely to stay that way:

* The Observer is not a profit-seeking
entity. It’s published by nonprofit
FutureHeights, and is supported
entirely through advertising. We're
grateful to our advertisers—mostly
local, independent businesses and
organizations that pay for what
they perceive to be the two-part
benefit of reaching Observer readers
and supporting the Observer project
itself. Other than occasional ads for
things such as Cain Park program-
ming, neither Cleveland Heights nor
University Heights has ever provided
financial support to the Observer.

If the Observer is not an ordinary
newspaper, what is it?

I see it as plumbing: Something
that has little value on its own, but
becomes vital when filled with wa-
ter—or, in this case, information. Any
community member is welcome to
use the Observer to inform or persuade
others about events, activities and
issues relevant to Cleveland Heights
and University Heights. So far about
1,000 different people have accepted
that offer, with a few more coming in
every month.

‘Whatever the Observer means to
you, to me it’s a representation of the
community itself.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is chair of the Heights Observer Ad-
visory Committee, and is responsible for its
advertising sales and market development.

If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.

* To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserverorg and click on
“Member Center” at the left.

* For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 or
e-mail info@futureheights.org.

Articles to be considered for the
January issue must be submitted by Dec.
6. We publish some articles online as
they come in—and still consider them
for the next print issue. We also publish
an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

HRRC looks ahead
to 2018 programs

To the Editor:

As we come to the end of another
year at Home Repair Resource
Center (HRRO), and prepare for
our 47th one, I wanted to give our
neighbors a report on what we’ve
been doing, and what we’re plan-
ning for 2018.

HRRC just concluded a series
of classes in Old Brooklyn as we
teamed with Old Brooklyn Com-
munity Development.

Suffice it to say that all the par
ticipants were jealous of what we
do here at our Noble Road offices.

For December, we’ll be doing
a couple of classes on painting in
Shaker Heights and concluding
our first-ever remodeling series.
Instead of just focusing on repairs,
this series will give participants a
chance to envision—and create—a
new kitchen.

So, even after four decades in
existence, we’re still coming up
with new ways to help residents
enhance their homes.

After the first of the year we
also plan to continue creating new
and exciting opportunities for our
friends in the Heights area as we all
try to improve the way our homes
look and function.

We’ll have more gardening
classes in 2018, more of our im-
mensely popular Women’s Home
How-To Series, a continuation
of our remodeling series, carpet
installation classes, Free First Mon-
days and much more.

If you haven’t been here for one
of our workshops yet, the winter
months are the perfect time to
come.

You’ll get a chance to plan
all those interior projects you've
been thinking about and learn the
best ways to finish them from our
expert instructors.

If you have been here, then
we’d love to see you again.

Bring a friend or two as well,
so they can see for themselves what
Heights residents have had access
to since 1971.

David Brock

Home Repair Resource Center
Education and Outreach
Coordinator

Excerpts from Observer blogs

Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org

Learning from [u]}
Trick or Treating i
In our Cleveland pag
Heights neighbor- []g¥
hoods, most of us live
fairly close together. And when we
live close together, we will, for better
or worse, be affected by the actions
of our neighbors!

So in Cleveland Heights, it’s par-
ticularly important that our neighbor-
hoods function as communal places,
where neighbors communicate and

socialize and work together to make
the neighborhood a better place. For
people who choose to live on a se-
cluded lot in, let’s say; Geauga County,
this kind of “community” may not be
as important or necessary a value.

Not every neighborhood is a
community. A neighborhood may be
merely a collections of houses —more
a physical place than a communal
place.

Many of us who live in Cleveland
Heights and nearby cities want our

neighborhoods to function as com-
munal places, not just out of the
necessity caused by living so close
together, but because we truly value
the sense of community that comes
from living in a place where neighbors
are . .. “neighborly.” Some of us may
even hope that our neighborhoods
can be laboratories for more com-
munal behavior in our nation and our
world! . . .

—Robert Brown
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Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus vision closer to reality after recent developments

Frank Lewis

The members of the Coventry
PE.A.C.E. Campus team are pleased
to report that all relevant parties are
engaged in active discussions over the
immediate future of the Coventry
site and our proposal to build on its
success as a center for arts, education
and community gatherings.

On Nov. 20, the Heights Libraries
Board of Trustees authorized Execu-
tive Director Nancy Levin to enter
into negotiations with the PE.A.C.E.
Campus group about partnering to
take possession of the Coventry prop-
erty from the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights City School District.
School districts are limited by law
in how they can dispose of unused
buildings and land; cities and libraries
are two entities to which districts can
transfer ownership. But this is not
just a legal maneuver—the library’s
formal involvement is a welcome and
promising development.

The trustees’ vote followed a
Nov. 6 meeting between PE.A.C.E.
Campus representatives and mem-
bers of Cleveland Heights City
Council. The city had been planning
to take control of the property and
issue a request for qualifications/
request for proposals (RFQ/RFP)
to private developers for redevel-
opment plans, until the current
Coventry tenants put forth the
campus proposal. At the meeting,
the campus team proposed that the
city forgo the RFQ/RFP process,

This rendering shows what a dedicated entrance and marquee could look like for Ensemble Theatre
as part of an improved and welcoming arts, culture and education center.

extend the tenants’ leases through
June 2019, and begin working on
a plan to transfer the property to
tenant control. (At present, we have
only verbal commitments to remain
through June 2018.)

This would allow the school
district and the city to move quickly
on a plan with broad and longstand-
ing community support. The idea
to turn the former Coventry school
into an arts center can be traced back
to an extensive reuse study in 2008.
Proceeding with an RFP would take
much longer and would not ensure
the future of the arts center and

playground.

On Nov. 21, Ron Register, presi-
dent of the CH-UH Board of Edu-
cation; Dr. Talisa Dixon, superin-
tendent of Heights schools; and
Scott Gainer, school district CFO,
sat down with campus representa-

Noval/shEDecssZath
(arkingiLor))

tives for a presentation and discus-
sion. The meeting was productive;
Register and Dixon took notes and
asked several pertinent questions.
The following week, Register and
another BOE member met with CH
City Council in executive session to
discuss an agreement on a transfer
of the property. We have not yet
learned any specifics from that con-
versation.

The CH-UH Board of Education
met in executive session on Nov. 28.
Afterward, a school district spokes-
man told Cleveland.com that there
are “outstanding issues” to review
with the city, but added, “Hopefully
these ongoing discussions of late will
be productive in coming up with a
resolution for a path forward.”

In light of these developments,
the Coventry PE.A.C.E. Campus
team is encouraged. All key stake-

First Baptist Church
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holders have been briefed on our
redevelopment vision, are talking
to each other, and seem committed
to announcing a plan before the end
of the year. We are grateful to them,
and to the many residents who have
remained engaged in this issue since
the school district announced plans
to sell the building in May. The holi-
day season is a time to look back at
accomplishments, and forward to
possibilities, and we hope you are as
excited as we are about how far we’ve
come together, and how much farther
we could go.

The Coventry PE.A.C.E. Cam-
pus team comprises Ensemble The-
atre, Lake Erie Ink, Family Con-
nections, FutureHeights, Reaching
Heights, ARTFUL and Coventry
PE.A.C.E. Inc., the organization that
built and maintains the playground.
The campus vision includes an im-
proved and welcoming arts, culture
and education center; a revitalized
playground; extensive landscaping of
the green space; additional parking
for the arts center and nearby Cov-
entry Village Library; and, possibly,
village-style private housing.

More information—including
events at or near the campus through
the holiday season—is available at
www.coventrypeacecampus.org. Follow
us on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram for updates.

Frank Lewis is a Coventry neighborbood
resident and Coventry PE.A.C.E. Cam-
pus volunteer.

firstbaptistcleveland.org/trees
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Cosmopolitan
Dermatology

MEDICAL | SURGICAL | COSMETIC

Adult and Pediatric Dermatology

Cosmetic Dermatology: Botox®, Juvederm®,

Microneedling & Chemical peels Angela O. Kyei,

MD, MPH, FAAD
Board Certified

Hair Loss Center offering PRP treatments
Dermatologist

Laser treatments, including hair removal,

spider veins and more
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights  216-417-3250

www. cosmodermatology.com
g EASTWOOD
FURNITURE

3451 Fairmount Blvd.
216-303-9862

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

Great Holiday Gifts for all ages!

EASTWOOD
FURNITURE

COLLECTIONS

Original, colorful designs on
paper, fabric and leather!
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What it’s like to teach
in the new high school

A TEACHER’S
VOICE

Ari Klein

I knew my way around the old
high school extremely well. I
grew up a few streets away and
remember hitting tennis balls
against one of the gym walls,
which then led to climbing all
over the roof of the building to
retrieve the balls. One time I got
stuck while exploring the roof
of the high school and ended
up climbing in an open window
to a room on the third floor.
My other exploits included
the times my sister and I went
through lockers after school was
out for the summer to collect
supplies for the following year.
It was like a treasure hunt.

I spent three years as a
student in the high school, so
I became even more familiar
with the building, including the
stage area, tunnels and more. So,
when I started teaching at the
high school it was easy for me
to navigate the odd-numbered
side versus the even-numbered
side of the building that con-
fused most new teachers, new
students and visitors.

I already knew the science
rooms were in their own wing,
and the GO2 and GO3 were
rooms over different gyms. The
GO rooms were then changed
to 282 and 283 to make it more
confusing for everyone who
figured they would be on the
second floor even though there
was no way to get to them from
the second floor.

This school year I am get
ting a lot of questions about
what it is like being in the new
high school. Frankly; it is like a

* CEDAR FAIRMOUNT CONSTRUCTION IS COMPLETE ! +

Shap phe’ Tiolidays

\At Cedar Fairmount

Loyoy ony new /aak -

.

VALET PARKING AVAILABLE!
Wed, Thur, Fri 4 pm to 9 pm

For information: www.cedarfairmount.org or 216 791-3172

completely different building ex-
cept that the old auditorium and
fourth floor are intact. Literally
everything else is new except for
the red tiles and two stairwells.
From the classrooms to the mini-
auditorium and offices, it is not the
building I knew:

For many reasons this is a good
thing. There is a lot of natural light
in the new building. The layout is
simple. The rooms are comfort-
able and the heating/air condition-
ing works without having to use
an Allen wrench to tamper with
the mechanism. The rooms where
I teach are on a carpeted side
hallway that dampens the noise.
Teacher workrooms are now on
both sides of the building on both
the second and third floors, which
is convenient for many teachers.

We are into the second quar-
ter at the point I am writing this
article, and I believe the students
are more respectful and calm this
year. I don’t know if that is due to
being in a new building or perhaps
the great leadership shown by our
interim administrative principal,
Dr. Williams. The students seem
to be respectful of the new space
that our community has provided
them. Even the lunch periods
seem to be easygoing, which has
not always been the case.

There are still a lot of issues to
be solved in this new building—
things are not perfect. There were
a lot of details ignored or over-
looked. I am pretty sure that this is
the way all new construction goes.
I look forward to the time when
we put up familiar mementos on
the walls, decorated in a way that
will make everyone feel at home,
and for me to remember how to
get to my room from the parking
lot without having to think about
how to navigate stairs and halls.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community
member, math teacher at Cleveland
Heights High School, and president of
the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union.

APPLETREE BOOKS
LUMA BAKERY CAFE
PAVILIOMN HOME & FLORAL
REFLECTIONS INTERIOR DESIGHN

CEDAR AT FAIRMOURNT
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Are civil rights a matter of policy or of law?

DEMOCRACY

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

Kathy Flora, a Cleveland Heights
resident and immigration activist,
shared these stories at the Nov. 1
meeting of Cleveland Heights City
Council’s Public Safety and Health
Committee:

“Beatriz did not give a wide
enough berth to a patrol car that
was stopping someone else. She
was . . . rapidly deported, leaving
behind her grieving husband and
four children. She was dumped over
the Mexican border . . . in a noto-
riously dangerous city that preys
on these vulnerable United States
throwaways. She was robbed twice.

“Mario’s neighbors were terror-
ized when ICE was on the block
to arrest him from his home. He
was on dialysis, dying from kidney
failure. His crime? A misdemeanor
committed in all the way back in
1994 . ..

“Narciso was still being treated
for head injuries after being rear-
ended in a traffic accident, when
he was deported and dumped {over}
the border in the middle of the
night. He was kidnapped almost
immediately . . . His life was threat-
ened until his family here paid a
ransom.

“On and on and on it goes. It is
impossible to keep up.”

These are just three stories
of undocumented immigrants ap-
prehended, held and deported
without due process in Northeast
Ohio. Similar incidents occur daily
throughout the United States. Act-
ing without warrants or hearings,
federal agents wrench people from
their families, jobs and communi-
ties, and deport them into situations
where their safety and even their
lives are at risk. Many deportees
have been law-abiding U.S. residents
for years or even decades, with chil-
dren born in this country:.

These practices are unjust, in-
humane and unconstitutional. The
Bill of Rights refers not to citizens,
or immigrants with green cards or
other documentation, but to peo-
ple. It doesn’t matter who you are or
how you got here; you are entitled
to constitutional protection.

Under the Fourth Amendment,
undocumented immigrants have
rights to due process, freedom from
unreasonable search and seizure,
and freedom from discrimina-
tion based on race, ethnicity and
national origin. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and
Customs and Border Patrol (CBP)
routinely violate these rights. Many
of those arrested without warrants
are deported without hearings. Of
those who do go through immigra-
tion court proceedings, more than
half have no legal representation,
according to the American Civil

Liberties Union.

Many undocumented immi-
grants come into contact with lo-
cal or state police through traffic
stops. They are questioned about
their immigration status, even if it
isirrelevant to the reason they were
stopped, then arrested and turned
over to ICE.

Another way local officials are
complicit with an unjust system
is through ICE detainers. When
someone is in jail on a charge un-
related to their immigration sta-
tus, ICE issues a request that the
police hold them for an additional
48 hours, allowing further time to
investigate them. An ICE detainer
does not have the legitimacy of a
judge-issued warrant, however, local
officials often cooperate.

No such incidents have oc-
curred in Cleveland Heights or Uni-
versity Heights, but as the federal
program of mass deportation con-
tinues, local officials will be under
increased pressure to participate.

Cleveland Heights City Council
Member Kahlil Seren has intro-
duced legislation that would help
prevent abuses like those above from
occurring in Cleveland Heights. Un-
der this ordinance, police and other
city employees could not:

* Arrest or hold anyone solely on
the basis of a request from ICE
or CBP, without a warrant from
a judge.

* Ask about an individual’s im-
migration status, or release that
information to ICE or CBP, “un-
less for alaw enforcement purpose
other than enforcement of a civil
immigration law.”

* Take action against anyone based
on their perceived race, national
origin, religion, language or im-
migration status.

If passed, these provisions
would become part of the city’s
legal code. The ordinance would
not violate state or federal laws.

It is not clear how many city
council members support the leg-
islation, but City Manager Tanisha
Briley and Police Chief Annette
Mecklenburg have weighed in
against it. They would prefer to
develop a “flexible” internal policy;
which would set standards but not
be written into law. In other words,
they want the discretion to choose
when and whether to protect the
rights of undocumented immi-
grants.

In a democracy, should the
protection of civil rights be a matter
of discretion or should it have the
force of law?

We encourage readers to let
city council and the city manager
know their thoughts about this by
e-mailing clevelandheightscouncil@
clvhts.com.

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident.
Deborab Van Kleef is a musician and
writer, who has lived in Cleveland
Heights for most of her life. Contact
them at beightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

Join us for Christmas Worship!

Sunday, December 24: Christmas Eve

2:00 p.m. The Christmas Story for the Young with Eucharist
3:15 p.m. Organ Noéls and Carol Sing-a-long

4:00 p.m. Pageant with Live Animals, Eucharist (ASL)

8:00 p.m. Music of the Season

9:00 p.m. A Choral Service of Lessons and Carols

10:30 p.m. Festival Eucharist

Monday, December 25: Christmas Day
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with organ and vocal solos

Sunday, December 31: The First Sunday after Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Christmas Lessons & Carols with Eucharist

@' St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 (216) 932-5815 » www.stpauls-church.org m

The Rev. Jeanne Leinbach, Rector Karel Paukert, Organist/Choirmaster

The Best Gift? Central Air!
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The UNICO system was
designed for older homes like
- yours. It provides exceptional
comfort without any messy
and expensive remodeling.

HEIGHTS SPECIAL!
Pre-season discounts apply
to all installations completed
prior to 5/31/18. Project
space is limited.

vehbrothers:com /'

16-932-9755

Bonded ° Insured « OH LIC #24462

5 generations of family experience.
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

fabric - patterns - ribbon - stitch parties

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com L ]

Overwhelmed by Medicare options?

| Can HelpI

Kathleen G Carvin

Licensed Insurance Agent
HealthMarkets Insurance Agency

s N hr?%mets

Call me today

216-375-5902

for afree consultationto
learn about your options

MEDICARE | LIFE | DENTAL & VISION | LONG TERM CARE

Heights Observer December 1, 2017

www.heightsobserver.org




\/ New CLIENT
SM W
/ CONJLUENCE ™ | Yeon:
Where Q/W W)/ijm&’&f 5-class pack
for $50

First-time clients only | One offer per person ($75 value)

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

No problem! I will take care of it...

SCOTT HAIGH B
Website: ScottHaigh. Howardhanna.com ;J: :1::
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com E!ﬁ
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold in 39 days!
3330 E. Fairfax Rd, Cleve_land Heights
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Real Estate Services

(R

Decorate for
the holidays!

Enjoy complimentary hot chocolate and cookies
while creating your own gingerbread house
masterpiece. $65/house (2 decorators)

CLASS DATES:

* Sat, Dec 2, 3:30 - 5pm
* Sat, Dec 9, 3:30 - 5pm
* Thur, Dec 14, 5 - 6:30pm

Don’t miss our Holiday
Market Pop-up Shop
Thurs, Dec.7 * 5-8pm

216.231.8585 ° lunabakerycafe.com
2482 Fairmount ¢ Cleve Hts, OH 44106

Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds

College 529 Plans*
Insurance

Fixed & *Variable Annuities

Life Insurance

TODAY
ISTHE
DAY.

Call now.
Why wait?

Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member SIPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

216-382-9647

raywohlcpa@yahoo.com
www.hdvest.com

Raymond J. Wohl

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

2121 South Green Road, Ste 204
South Euclid, OH 44121

INVESTMENT SERVICES™

Public education: essential but not invincible

THE COMMON

‘“ GOOD

Susie Kaeser

Drip, drip, drip.

Canyons, bluffs and barren hill-
sides attest to the power of slow,
persistent attacks by the elements.
Seemingly impenetrable spaces are
shaped and reshaped subtly over time.

I think public education and de-
mocracy are like mammoth landforms.
‘When you look at them, they appear
to be strong and enduring. They are a
given. They define our reality and pro-
vide sources of security and comfort.

In the last 30 years, however, as
power and wealth have shifted in our
society, once-unthinkable fissures
are now visible in our most essential
institutions. Schools and democracy
itself are being eroded.

Anti-government, anti-tax, anti-
equality, anti-civil rights ideology has
taken aim at public education. Rather
than being embraced as essential to
the common good, public schools are
dismissed as “government schools.”
Individual choice becomes more im-
portant than protecting the public’s
need for an educated citizenry. Who
cares about protecting equal access
for all children or the separation of
church and state? Inject some compe-
tition and everyone will work harder.

Values are turned upside down.
In the name of serving poor children,
policies punish school districts that
serve children living in poverty by
labeling them as failed, belittling
their teachers, raising barriers and
taking away precious public funds
and pouring them into unregulated
charter schools or vouchers.

Instead of treating each child
as unique and embracing human
development, test-based judgments
require all children to be the same
and to perform exactly the same at
exactly the same moment using an
unreliable system for measuring that
uniformity. This system rejects educa-
tion as a human development journey
and incentivizes leaving the public
system to avoid high-stakes testing.

Drip, drip, drip.

At first it seemed that public
schools could weather the demeaning
and damaging impact of testing and
privatization. Educators could find a
way to hold on to what mattered most
in teaching, put up with the tests and
stay motivated. At report card time,
school leaders promise to do better and
sadly validate the system they know to
be invalid. What else can they do?

Three decades of judgment based
on a rigged system that punishes

teachers and schools that serve chil-
dren living in poverty takes its toll.
Good teachers are discouraged, with
more retiring early and fewer enter-
ing the profession. For sanity’s sake,
some great teachers take refuge in
other districts. How does that help
the neediest students?

In my October column I quoted
a hero of public education in Ohio,
Bill Phillis, who is outraged by the
lack of outrage about what has hap-
pened to our public school system. I
am outraged but at times feel para-
lyzed about what to do about it.

I think some of the inaction stems
from our basic belief that public schools
are bedrock institutions that will
survive and somehow not be harmed.
Oddly; this confidence makes us passive.

The assault on this foundational
institution isn’t just a spring rain.
Public education is being buffeted
by a hurricane! This is the moment
when the sleeping giant of public
education supporters needs to wake
up and stop the erosion that is now
visible and dangerous.

I am grateful that the treasurer,
superintendent and board of educa-
tion of the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights City School District
are no longer mum about how these
policies are affecting our community.
They have become willing to share
this information in public and work
with other districts to rally opposi-
tion. Because our district serves many
children living in poverty and is home
to a large population that welcomes
vouchers to support its use of religious
schools, we are a bellwether for the
damage brought by privatization.
Our children are being punished for
low test performance. Our schools are
losing significant funds to vouchers,
making it harder to serve the district’s
students. Our needy students are be-
ing punished for being needy.

Public education deserves our
advocacy. The many Ohio voters who
have been educated in our public
schools and value their role in our
democracy need to face our collec-
tive vulnerability and speak up.

Those close to schools know exact-
ly how these policies harm our children.
‘We need to free our educators to tell the
truth, and each of us needs to help our
neighbors and friends face the truth.
‘We need to challenge every candidate
running for the Ohio legislature.

Protesters took to the streets
and burned their draft cards to resist
the Vietnam Wiar. Is it time for us to
sit in at the legislature and burn our
state report cards?.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights and former director of
Reaching Heights. She serves on the na-
tional board of Parents for Public Schoolbs.

Celebrate the Holidays with the Wine Spot

Gift Baskets, Wine Accessories, Case Discounts, Wine of the Month Club,
Craft Beer on Tap, Beer Growlers, Wine, Beer & Spirits by the Glass,
Cheese & Meat Plates, relax and gather with friends... your happy place!

thewinespotonline.com

2271 Lee Road

Cleveland Heights, Ohio

216.342.3623
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS NEWS

BRENNAN continued from page 1
on the site of University Square.

“I do believe University Heights
has historically taken too passive a
role in economic development. Re-
development of University Square is
a much bigger idea than just renting
out spaces that currently exist,” he
said, noting that some spaces in Uni-
versity Square “have never had stores
in them” since the center opened in
2003.

“We heard during this campaign
from the incumbent that we don’t
have a choice as to what developers
want to put in commercial districts.
I don’t agree,” said Brennan. “With a
city master plan and zoning, we’re in a
position not only to approve projects,
but to solicit projects.

“The thing about a site like Uni-
versity Square is that we should be
taking public comment to see what
there’s public demand for, to tell a
market story to show bond holders
and potential developers. We need
more attractions for people to move
to University Heights. More apart-
ments is not the best way forward.”

Among other ideas, Brennan
cited “axe throwing” game sites,
which he compared to miniature
golf venues when that game was new.
“It may sound silly, but then people
try it and find that it’s fun.” He also
mentioned the newly opened Boss
Dog Brewing Co. on Lee Road in
Cleveland Heights as an example of
the sort of nightspot that could thrive
in University Heights.

“We have a college in our bor
ders, with young people who look
for things to do,”
“University Square could be a place
where you have bowling, a winery, a
brewpub, even axe throwing—things
that promote an active lifestyle. A
study should be done.”

Brennan cited the success of
Cleveland’s University Circle neigh-
borhood in being revitalized as a
result of a master plan drafted in
1993, perhaps suggesting that reviving
University Heights could take several
years.
$2 million annual surplus is too
much
“One of the chief things I ran on
was economic redevelopment, and
with that growing our tax base so
we can moderate our taxes. There’s
no reason to tax as much as we do
just to generate surpluses,” Brennan
said. “I’m looking to give some of
that money back, going forward, but
also investing in the community to
enhance our tax base, building on
something to make the city sustain-
able economically.”

Brennan was critical of the city’s
$2 million annual revenue surplus—he
said the city has about $8 million in
cash in the bank—that helped make
University Heights’ property tax
rate the second highest in Cuyahoga
County. High taxes discourage people
from moving into the city, or cause
them to leave, Brennan said, declaring
economic development to be the best
means of replacing revenues lost by
lowering city property taxes. (Real es-
tate taxes also include separate levies
by the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District and
Cuyahoga County.)

noted Brennan.

A “cultural change” at city hall
While Brennan emphasized his be-
lief in a proactive government that
attracts real estate investment to
revitalize the city’s commercial areas,
he also said he intended to make city
government more user-friendly for
citizens. As an example, he cited his
intention to accept credit or debit
cards for city services such as special
trash carting (removing unwanted
large objects too big for regular trash
collection), rather than insisting that
citizens take time off work to bring a
check or cash to city hall.

His administration would bring
about a “cultural change,” he said,
“a more user-friendly attitude on
how you go about governance. City
hall should be a resource for solving
problems, trying to resolve the issue
without punishing the resident for
needing assistance.”

Brennan also advocated a more
activist role by the city in preserv-
ing at least the exteriors of houses
that go into foreclosure, citing as an
example a house on Tullamore Road
that deteriorated while in prolonged
foreclosure and eventually had to be
demolished. Some owners may need
the city’s help to maintain outward
appearances in order to protect the
neighborhood. In the case of the
Tullamore house, he said, “Bottom
line: a once-beautiful house became
irredeemable and unsalvageable. We
need a more proactive approach to
abandoned and foreclosed houses.
That house could have been a valu-
able home.”

Another change, said Brennan,
would be a more cooperative attitude
toward the city council (six of its
seven members endorsed Brennan).
He cited the case of the city jail, cur-
rently in UH police headquarters.
Last February, Brennan said, the state
informed the city it would have to
upgrade or replace its jail. This notice
was not shared with city council until
October, when Mayor Infeld asked
for approval of a contract negotiated
with the city of Solon, a 40-minute,
26-mile roundtrip drive away. Bren-
nan said the state’s demand for an
improved jail should have been shared
with city council much earlier, and
vowed to be more collaborative as
part of a “cultural change” in city
government.

During his campaign, Brennan
criticized the city’s fire chief, Douglas
Zook, who was the target of a no-
confidence vote by firefighters. After
first saying he would review Zook’s
contract in his new role as the city’s
safety director, Brennan then said
that he stood by his earlier state-
ments on the fire chief’s future. “My
position on {the} fire chief to date is
well understood and I'm not chang-
ing that.” When he first announced
that he was running for mayor, in
September 2016, the Plain Dealer’s
website quoted Brennan as saying: “I
have been open in my intention to
replace the fire chief as a first order
of business as mayor and safety direc-
tor.”

Brennan said he would also look
at two other mayoral appointees, the
police chief and building inspector,
whose roles touch on his safety direc-
tor title. “I’m interested in keeping a

strong base of institutional knowl-
edge in University Heights,” said
Brennan. “One of the problems we’ve
had is difficulty keeping good people.
I'm not looking to sweeping people
out just for the sake of sweeping
people out. There are a lot of great
people who work for the city who
are interested in the same things I'm
interested in. I’'m not wishing to be
unduly disruptive.”

On an issue that roiled the
campaign in its closing days—a city
laborer’s union flier that accused
Mayor Infeld of jeopardizing resident
safety by hiring a subcontractor to
collect leaves who used jail inmates as
workers, which in turn caused Infeld
to complain that she was the victim
of a “campaign smear”—Brennan said
it was “premature for me to say” how
alabor grievance filed by a city union
should be resolved. He said Infeld was
“right to be upset, I didn’t blame her
for being angry and upset” by the flier,
which he described as “very unfair.”
“As a matter of core belief, all of us
should be able to earn a living wage,
including people who have made
mistakes,” Brennan stated. “There
have to be jobs for people who have
... (been) run through {the} criminal
justice system as a matter of bad luck
or of the systemic way certain people
are targeted for prosecution, and then
render[ed} unemployable.”
Optimism regarding UH resi-
dents on the school board
On the perceived weaknesses of
Cleveland Heights-University
Heights public schools (attended by
only 51 percent of the city’s children),
Brennan expressed optimism that
having University Heights residents
on the joint school board, after a
prolonged absence, could “lead to
programs and things for students
within our district where we have
students who can still get a great
education over the long term, irre-
spective of some problems.” He also
observed that within the joint district
“we have certain socio-economic is-

sues that not all districts have” that
have to be taken into account when
analyzing the “overall performance”
of public schools.

James Outman is a former journalist for
international news organizations and
author of volumes on a variety of histori-
cal topics including the War on Terror. He
bas been a resident of University Heights
since 2013.

LIGHTS continued from page 1

span six blocks along Noble Road,
will be visible from Dec. 1 to Jan. 1.,
and, for the first time in almost 60
years, some displays will be publicly
accessible inside the gates of the
campus during limited hours. Non-
commercial passenger vehicle traffic
will be guided through the interior
grounds on three Friday evenings—
Dec. 8, 15 and 22—from 6—9 p.m.
Lights inside the campus will draw
inspiration from Nela’s 93 years of
holiday lighting.

While the displays along Noble
Road may be viewed by pedestri-
ans or people riding in any kind of
vehicle, visitors may only view the
displays inside the gates from a car,
not by walking. Heavier vehicles,
such as buses or trolleys, cannot
be accommodated by some of the
bridges within the campus, and the
no-pedestrian rule is for safety rea-
sons.

On Dec. 1, Nela Park will
host its annual lighting ceremony:
Families of employees and their
guests will gather around a replica
of the National Christmas Tree on
the lawn. GE Lighting has been
designing and lighting the tree
in Washington for more than 50
years. Greater Clevelanders won't
need to travel to the Ellipse to see
it, though. A replica will be in our
own front yard.

Brenda H. May is one of the leaders of
Noble Neighbors.

It's Christmas at ACT Il Thrift Shop!

Holiday decor & gifts | Women'’s clothing, shoes, jewelry & accessories
Men'’s clothing & accessories | Small housewares, books & games

Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Thursdays & Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. ! (

"
ﬁ Located on the lower level at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
2747 Fairmount Blvd. (corner of Coventry & Fairmount)

Do you like the

at bit.ly/Observer-backer

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain
the Observer and other important projects.

Donate now by joining FutureHeights

Heights Observer?

Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project.

All proceeds are returned to the community
through programming by FutureHeights.
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ELECTION continved from page 1

ers and department heads. “I value
institutional knowledge. I don’t plan
to change out people merely for the
sake of change,” he said.

Brennan said that his very first
order of business will be to install
video cameras in council chambers.
“It may sound like a small thing, but
money for this is already budgeted
and is a crucial first step toward trans-
parency of our process. With that in
place, everything that follows should

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS NEWS

be recorded and readily available.
Then we’re going to dive into the
finances and the budget, because this
is a critical prerequisite to the com-
munity investments and tax credit
adjustment I ran on. And I’'m going to
begin the search for a new fire chief.”

He pledged to approach working
with members of city council with
openness and respect, even when
they disagree with him. “I respect
the deliberative role of council and
the legislative process. We’re going

Meeting highlights

OCTOBER 16, 2017

Present were Mayor Susan Infeld, Vice
Mayor Susan Pardee, and council members
Philip Ertell, Steven Sims, Michele Weiss and
Mark Wiseman. Councilman John Rach was
absent, and Councilman Phillip Ertel arrived
just after roll call. Also present were Law
Director Luke McConville, Finance Director
William Sheehan, and Clerk of Council Kelly
Thomas. The meeting was held from 7 p.m. to
approximately 8:20 p.m.

Prisoner housing services with Solon
Police Chief Hammett reported that in the
most recent change in ratings (February
2017) the University Heights jail went from
being considered a 12-day facility to [being
designated] only a holding cell until new
placement can be found for prisoners. The city
jails for Euclid, Maple Heights, and Bedford
Heights are all in the same quandary, so
Hammett moved quickly to secure a contract
with Solon. The new rules require more space
per prisoner, full medical exams, and natural
light. Solon is able to take over the Univer-
sity Heights prisoners for an annual cost of
$81,600 (versus $83,622 for University
Heights to house them).

The motion to approve the contract with
Solon was tabled until the next meeting to
give council time to review the details. Council
members objected that this ruling was made
in February and they were only now hearing
about it.

Regulations of rental properties
Legislation (Ordinance 2017-38) changing
city code regarding rental of one- and two-
family homes was presented on first reading.
Councilman Ertel asked if the problems ad-
dressed by the changes were a bigger issue
for rental properties than for owner-occupied
homes. Development Director Patrick Grogan-
Myers said that the issues were comparable,
butif non-income generating properties were
expected o pay taxes, then rental properties
certainly should pay. The problem is with
ghost properties, in which a person buys a
property and rents it without paying taxes or
doing any property maintenance. Council-
man Wiseman asked to table the ordinance
until it can be discussed by the building com-
mittee of council. [Details of the legislation
were not presented to the audience.]

Medical marijuana dispensaries
Councilwoman Weiss has continued to fol-
low the medical marijuana legislation. She
reported that medical marijuana dispensary
licenses would be issued in November. Some
communities are passing legislation placing
moratoria or banning them outright. She
urged council to develop some rules in the
near future.

LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.

NOVEMBER 6, 2017

Present were Mayor Susan Infeld, Vice Mayor
Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela
Cameron, Phillip Ertel, John Rach, Steven
Sims, Michele Weiss and Mark Wiseman.
Also present were Law Director Luke McCon-
ville, Finance Director William Sheehan, and
Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas. The meeting
was held from 7 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.

Election mailer

Mayor Infeld shared a prepared statement
denouncing the pre-election mailer sent by
Local 860, the service workers union, which

University Heights City Council

A !‘
LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS”

accused the mayor of putting the community
at risk by hiring temporary workers for leaf
pickup. She said these same issues were
raised during union negotiations and sug-
gested that the union was airing its griev-
ances publicly, which it legally cannot do.
The mayor also stated that she believes the
union wants to be handed a blank check.
Councilmen Wiseman and Rach denounced
her statement, and Wiseman moved to
add an item to the agenda to discuss the
hiring, and background checks, of these
workers. The mayor said the issue could
only be discussed in an executive session,
so council moved into executive session for
this discussion and completed the public
meefing afferward.

Prisoner housing

Council approved an $81,600 prisoner
housing services contract with the city of
Solon. Councilman Wiseman, who voted
against the approval, said that council had
only heard about the contract two weeks
ago, and questions about protocol had yet fo
be answered. The mayor said the only other
option was to pay police officers overtime
or send prisoners to the county jail, which
would be expensive. Both she and Police
Chief Hammett emphasized that University
Heights doesn’t have the manpower, or hu-
man resources, to house prisoners.

Cuyahoga County project grant

A resolution supporting application for a
$50,000 grant from the Cuyahoga County
Community Development Supplemental
Grant Program was presented on emergen-
cy. Community Development Coordinator
Patrick Grogan-Myers said the grant would
be for the 2017-18 fiscal year and must be
submitted by Dec. 31. More details about the
grant will be presented on second reading.
On Nov. 6, the city held a public meeting
requesting feedback on how the grant should
be used. Suggestions ranged from improving
pedestrian crosswalks to redoing the store-
fronts facing South Taylor Road.

Pocket park on Silsby Road

The city was recently awarded a $105,000
grant from the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources to develop a pocket park at 3578
Silsby Road. Grogan-Myers reported that the
project, which will include community input,
will begin soon.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online at
www.heightsobserver.org.

These meeting summaries are ab-
stracted from LWV observers' written re-
ports. The summaries have been edited and
prepared by Anne McFarland, Charlene
Morse and Maryann Barnes. To receive
e-mail postings of full reports, send an e-
mail to mbarnes?515@gmail.com or join
through Google groups using “lwv-chuh
observer reports” as a search phrase.

These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public
meetings and are not official statements
of the Heights Chapter of the League
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This
disclaimer must accompany any redistri-
bution of these reports.
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to brainstorm and make priorities to-
gether,” he said. “I imagine everyone
has a pet project, something they’ve
wanted to accomplish. We are at a
time of great unity, and I want to see
us maximize this opportunity to ac-
complish great things for our city.”

The decision by three seasoned
board of education members not to
seck reelection in 2017 assured voters
that there would be three new mem-
bers elected on Nov. 7. This hadn’t
happened since 1993.

Dan Heintz said that it is an ex-
citing time and that he and the other
school board candidates became
quite close during the long haul of
the campaign. “I can’t imagine a more
positive and mutually supportive
campaign. Tiera {Briggs} came up a
few votes shy this time, but knowing
how committed she is, I’'m confident
that she’ll continue to find ways to
contribute,” he said.

Heintz said that his neighbors
have “entrusted him with an enor
mous task,” and that he has “a great
deal to learn.” He is meeting with
school officials and current board
members to help him prepare, as well
as visiting the district’s schools to
hear teachers and students share their
vision for the district. “I hope that
my experience as a teacher will help
inform the decisions which impact
our classrooms,” he said.

Jodi Sourini said that she is
“excited, honored and humbled
that our community has entrusted
me with this opportunity to serve.”
She said she is reading everything
she can about Heights schools and
about serving on a school board: “I'm
reaching out to individuals who have
served on school boards, and I’'m
benchmarking other districts {whol I
believe are doing great things. In ad-
dition, I'm listening to people in our
community who want to talk about
our schools.”

In addition to establishing a good
working relationship with her fellow
board members, Sourini said that she
wants to initially focus on two critical
issues facing the district: attracting
and retaining families and improv-
ing communications. “I think we can
make significant progress in these
areas by focusing on: reviving the
Kindernet program, which provided
outreach to young families, and es-
tablishing a formal communications
policy which outlines guidelines and
media for communicating specific
types of information to identified au-
diences within specific time frames,”
she said.

She also said that she wants to
establish positive working relation-
ships with other elected officials. “I
believe it’s in all of our best interests if
our school board and our city govern-

New CH-UH school board members Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis and Jodi Sourini.

ments work together for the better-
ment of our collective communities,”
she said

The new school board members
will be sworn in at the first CH-UH
Board of Education meeting of the
new year, on Jan. 9.

James

said that he
learned a lot
about him-
self and the
city of Cleve-
land Heights &
while cam-
paigning for James Costello

municipal judge. “While walking all
the streets in Cleveland Heights and
meeting so many new people, it really
hit home how great our city is,” he
said. “It was so encouraging to hear
how passionate people are about this

city.”

“I very much look forward to
serving as judge, and the first thing I
want to accomplish is to make sure
there is a smooth transition from
Judge Buchanan to me,” he said.
Costello said he has already stopped
into the court informally and will
have more formal meetings with a
number of people in the court and the
city in the coming days and weeks.
“I am lucky that there are already a
number of talented people serving
in our court. The magistrate, bailiffs,
and clerks, will all be a great asset to
me and will make transitioning to my
new position so much easier,” he said.

Costello said that he will work
to improve the efficiency, technology,
and accountability of the court; focus
on the housing docket; find ways for
the court to play a more active role
and interact with the youth in our
community; and address inequities in
the justice system. “Some of these im-
provements can happen right away,” he
said. “For example, I will consolidate
what are now separate housing viola-
tion dockets (presently, some are heard
by the magistrate and some are heard
by the judge) to a single docket that I
will oversee exclusively. I will also take
advantage of some underutilized tech-
nology in our court to do some of the
initial appearances remotely, making
the court safer and reducing the need
to have our police officers transport
individuals up into the courtroom.”
Other changes will be more gradual. “I
look forward to working with and col-
laborating with others to make those
improvements,” he added.

See a compilation of all CH-UH
election results at http.//media.height-
sobserverorg/media/docs_1510175907.pdf

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer:
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Cleveland Heights City Council

Meeting highlights

OCTOBER 16, 2017

All council members were present: Mayor
Cheryl Stephens, Vice Mayor Jason Stein,
Mary Dunbar, Carol Roe, Kahlil Seren,
Michael Ungar and Melissa Yasinow. The
meeting lasted from 7:41 p.m. to 8:23 p.m.

Public comments

Civil immigration enforcement: Resident Luke
Gould voiced support for Ordinance 106-17,
which would prevent the city from contacting
federal immigration authorities regarding possible
undocumented immigrants. The measure was pre-
sented on first reading at council’s Oct. 2 meeting.
Council Member Seren noted that there will be a
public hearing on this legislation on Oct. 17, 7 p.m.

OoDOT

Council authorized the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) to complete a project
improving traffic signals and pedestrian-
crossing facilities within Cleveland Heights.
This will involve upgrading the intersection
at Noble and Quilliams roads. The project
is funded through the city’s Safe Routes to
Schools infrastructure grant.

CDBG (first reading)

Upon passage, this legislation will authorize
application to the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development for $1,587,209
through the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program. If the request is suc-
cessful, this would mark the city’s 44th year
of participation.

Transportation for Livable Communi-
ties Initiative

Council authorized an application to the
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating
Agency for $50,000 through the Transporta-
tion for Livable Communities Initiative Planning
Grant program. Prepared by FutureHeights,
the grant requests funding support for a study
of the Coventry Village Business District and
surrounding neighborhood, including the
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus. The study would
focus on improvements to pedestrian, bicycle,
and public transit, and would also evaluate
redevelopment opportunities on vacant or
underutilized land. If the grant is awarded,
the city will provide $4,000 as an 8 percent
match, with the $4,000 being reimbursed to
the city by FutureHeights.

Charter review commission

Council appointed 15 members to a commis-
sion that will formally review the city’s charter
for the first time in 34 years. Selected from a
pool of 57 applicants, the commission mem-
bers are: Patryca Ajdukiewicz, Jessica Cohen,
Craig Cobb, Michael Gaynier, C. Randolph
Keller, Howard Maier, John Newman Jr.,
David Perelman, Carla Rautenberg, Vince
Reddy, Maia Rucker, Allosious Snodgrass,
Katherine Solender, James Vail and Sarah
West. The facilitator for the review process
will be Lawrence Keller of the Levin College
of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State University.
All of the commission’s meetings will be public
and recorded.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

WV

LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS?

NOVEMBER 6, 2017

Council members present were Mayor Cheryl
L. Stephens, Vice Mayor Jason Stein, Mary
Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Carol Roe and Michael
N. Ungar. Melissa Yasinow was absent. The
meeting lasted from 8:02 p.m. to 8:34 p.m.

Public comments

Cleveland Heights gas aggregation: Bill Bruml
of Middlehurst Road spoke about the non-
renewal of the city’s gas aggregation plan
ending Oct. 31, stating it is difficult to reach
anyone at Dominion Energy to find out who the
supplier will be. City Manager Tanisha Briley
said the aggregation was underperforming
the market and was allowed to expire so that
residents could take advantage of lower prices
available from other suppliers. She said that the
city will make a new agreement early in 2018.
Council Member Ungar suggested that resi-
dents check PUCO's “Apples to Apples” site
at www.energychoice.ohio.gov/ and offered
to post a number for Dominion on NextDoor.
com and the city website.

Budget reserve

City Manager Briley stated that, for the sec-
ond year in a row, the city projects spending
less than it brings in, after eight years of deficit.
She pointed out that this represents one month
of operating expenses in reserve, rather than
an actual surplus, and that ideally the city
should have a two-month reserve.

Sale of K-9 officer

K-9 Officer Rocky, who has served since early
2012, will be sold to his handler, Lieutenant Rob-
ert Butler, for the traditional sum of one dollar.

Civil immigration enforcement
Council Member Seren announced he is
putting together a substitute ordinance to
replace Ordinance 106-2017, which he had
presented on first reading on Oct. 2. This
legislation pertains to local law enforcement
response to immigration agents.

Charter review commission

Council Member Roe announced the charfer
review commission will have its first meeting on
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 7-9 p.m. The facilitator,
Larry Keller, will give an overview of the charter
review process and answer questions. The meet-
ing will be atthe CH Community Center o allow
for public attendance. Future meetings will be
in council chambers and all will be televised.

In memoriam, Robert Dunbar

Mayor Stephens requested a moment of
silence to remember Robert Dunbar, recently
deceased husband of Council Member Mary
Dunbar. She mentioned among his many
qualities that he was a supportive spouse to
Ms. Dunbar in her service to the community.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries on-

line at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 8.
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2266 Warrensville Center Rd. University Heights, O 44118

(216) 371-5643 www.geracisrestaurant.com

VOTED CLEVELAN D’S BEST TOY STORE
WE BUY OLD TOYS FOR CAS$H
Traditional Toys for /. Fungy Toys for
Traditional Holidays! - Funky Holidays!

1814 Coventry Road ¢ Cleve. Hts

216-371-4FUN » www.bigfuntoystore.com
facebook.com/bigfuntoystore
Thanks for supporting local businesses!

GIVE MORE THAN WARM WISHES
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

SHOP
VINTAGE APPAREL: MADE IN CLEVELAND /
FOR ALL YOUR GIFT GIVING NEEDS -, |

OWN A PIECE OF CLEVELAND HISTORY - NEVER WOR
AND READY FOR ITS FIRST CLEVELAND WINTER

TUESDAY-SATURDAY: 12-8 B
SUNDAY: 12-6 %

CLOSED MONDAY
1782 COVENTRY ROAD CLEVELAND HS, OHI0 44118

Stop fishing around... get hooked with the ‘reel’ Hann Brothers!
Let us tackle your heating

N W

VERNE & ELLSWORTH HANN nc.

Heating Tune-up/
Safety Inspection

104

systew needs!

Mention this discount when scheduling.

The ONLY Hann Family owned
heating, cooling and plumbing
business in Cleveland.

zuEgs
WWn-=®m  5006|ccRd/Cleveland Hts

216-932-9755

VEHbrothers.com Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems  sonded- insured + OHLIC #24462

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per
system, parts additional. Discount valid
during normal workday hours only (M-F;
8-3:30). Payment must be given to techni-
cian at time of service. Not valid with any
other offer or discount. Must be scheduled
prior to 12/31/17
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Bob Rosenbaum

The adjacent charts present a
year-to-year comparison of seri-
ous crimes reported in Cleveland
Heights during the first six months
of each year, 2011 through 2017.

Full-year data will be reported
here when it becomes available
through the Cleveland Heights
Police Department’s (CHPD) data-
management process—typically
around April.

These crime reports are not
subjective. Since 2011, the CHPD
has emphasized consistency with
the FBI’s Uniform Crime Report-
ing (UCR) guidelines—a regi-
mented, clearly defined set of rules
for classifying and reporting crime
that has been updated continually
since being introduced in 1930.

The purpose of the UCR codes
is to create a barometer to identify
whether crime is trending up or
down.

The FBI's UCR website cau-
tions that the information is not
reliable for comparing the crime
rate of one city with another, due
to important differences between
locales, such as population density
and distance from an urban center.

Further, though the FBI doesn’t
come out and say it, not all agen-
cies are consistent in the care they
take when reporting crime data.

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS NEWS

Cleveland Heights crime statistics for the first half of 2017

The data a1
reported here E E
don’t account .
for every

crime that
takes place

in the city. E

Rather, they

represent serious crimes as defined
in Part I of the UCR guidelines:
violent crimes against people—
murder, rape, robbery and aggra-
vated assault; and serious crimes
against property—burglary, theft,
auto theft and arson.

The FBI does not collect data on
the more numerous Part IT crimes—
such as trespassing, disorderly con-
duct, sexual imposition, public in-
toxication, drunk driving—because
the rigorous classification process
would be too costly for municipal
police departments to apply to these
lesser offenses.

For more informaiton about
how the CHPD collects and vali-
dates crime statistics, and why the
Observer publishes them, see the
original article in this series by
scanning the QR code above, or
visiting hetp://bit.ly/cherimestats.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is co-chair of the Heights Ob-
server Advisory Committee, and is
responsible for its advertising sales and
market development.

We treat your yard like family

Tree Services

IRt EGEE RIPLEY

440-463-7379

ENTERPRISES

TREE

SERVICE ¥

HEE MANAGEMENT

Free Estimates

ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certification #: OH-6536A

HCL A) TRNY Eimi

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
www.ripleytreeservice.com
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Privileged

to help.

Betsy Warner, Agent

2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

We're honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and | look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State”. Get State Farm.

betsywarner.com
CALL ME TODAY.
o StateFarm’
1211030 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Reaching Heights connects school and community groups

Krista Hawthorne

On Oct. 25, Reaching Heights brought
together 58 people representing 38
community groups to discuss working
more closely together on the common
goal of public school success. The
event, Improving School-Community

Communication, took place in the

cafeteria of the newly renovated

Cleveland Heights High School.

The program began with the con-
struction of a communications map.
On the map were large circles labeled
School District, Religious Institu-
tions, City Governments, Heights
Libraries, Non-Profits and Advocacy
Groups, and Community Organiza-
tions. Participants wrote their group’s
name on paper circles and placed
them on the map. Then they strung
yarn from their circle to the groups
that they serve and the groups that
are resources to them. The result was
an impressive visual demonstration of
the interconnectivity and interdepen-
dence of the groups at the event with
the schools and the city governments,
and with one another.

Next, participants gathered in
groups of 4—7, to introduce them-
selves and share ideas. They started
by responding to a prompt question
and gave each person at the table a
few minutes to speak and then answer
questions. After 20 minutes, everyone
got up and moved to another table
and started the introduction and
discussion process again, with a new
prompt question.

At the end of three rounds, each
participant had the opportunity to
interact with 9—18 different people
while discussing the following ques-
tions:

* Question 1: Who does your group
serve? How do you invite people to
participate? Do you reach everyone
you hope to reach?

* Question 2: Which groups do you
rely on as resources and how do you
find new resources?

* Question 3: How do you seek infor-
mation from the people you serve
to inform any changes to your pro-
gramming or services?

After an hour of talking it was
time for action. Participants grouped
by table were asked to generate three
action steps to improve communica-
tion with the community, with each

Celebrating
20 Years!

- 1 . .‘~\; o, ';\\‘.‘
30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOG
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP

$59
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY)

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.
(216) 371-9760

° www.atmacenter.com
N A TMA CENTE
YOGA FOR EVERY BODY

[B@atmacenter108 R i/atmacenter

This colorful map represents the interconnectiv-
ity of 38 Heights school-community groups.

other, or with the school district.

The combined list of 31 action
steps included suggestions to combat
misperceptions of our schools with
video tours of each building, finding
volunteer reporters to write more
articles for the Heights Observer, and
identifying and regularly using three
non-school methods of outreach.

Participants suggested more
open houses for the full community,
PTA Parent Pamper Day, and an
annual Taxpayer Day Carnival at
Heights High to increase community
engagement.

To improve understanding of
school district decision-making,
one suggestion was to hold commu-
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nity dialogue sessions prior to formal
board of education meetings, and
another suggestion was that PTAs
send a parent to serve as a board of
education meeting representative.
On the event evaluation survey,
attendees commented about the small
group discussions. “I made contacts
that will be useful and I understand
better the relationships/dynamic
between organizations and agencies,”
said one attendee. Another wrote,
“[I} was able to connect in a way that
allowed my organization to support
another organization while getting
our name out into the community.”
Asked how this event will ben-
efit their organization, an attendee
noted, “I connected with parent

groups which I had not thought of
doing before and that has already
helped.” A different attendee com-
mented, “I made connections with
people/organizations that could be
potential partners.”

Reaching Heights works to
connect the community to CH-UH
public schools with information,
programs, and events that enrich
students and support teachers. Visit
www.reachingbeights.org for more
information, to sign-up for the e-
newsletter, to volunteer, or to make
a donation to support the organiza-
tion’s work.

Krista Hawthorne is the executive direc-
tor of Reaching Heights.

PC Handyman

Onsite & Rermote IT Support for Homes & Offices
Fhone: 216-236-8743

216-470-5417

tmail: info@pchandyman-cleveland .com

Web: www.pchandy.net
In Parzon: 2000 Lee Road #119

Cieveland Heights. OH. 44118

“Judson is the perfect place for us!”

— Jim and Nina Gibans, Judson Park residents since 2016

Stalwarts of the Cleveland arts-and-culture scene, Nina
and Jim Gibans had accumulated a lifetime’s worth of
memories in their Shaker Heights home. But when health
demands challenged their independent lifestyle, the
couple agreed it was time to move to Ambler Court - a
beautifully renovated assisted living neighborhood that
offers signature programing and care in an ideal
environment for those in need of increased assistance.

“It felt like home from the start,” says Nina of the
couple’s suite, filled with a curated collection of the
books, music and art they love. And they take comfort in
the easy access to the onsite health and wellness
programs they both need. “We love it here,” says Nina.

Learn about Assisted Living at Judson Park.
Call (216) 446-1845 to arrange for a tour today.

(ndsorn

at University Gircle

The Park - The Manor

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park
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Milestones team member Haley Dunn with Kevin, Cory and Steph Irwin, and Debbie Yasinow from

the Jewish Federation of Cleveland.

Milestones benefits local autism community

Hannah Harp

On Oct. 28, Milestones Autism Re-
sources hosted more than 250 guests at
its 2017 annual benefit. The nonprofit
raised more than $250,000 to fund its
autism helpdesk, a free resource for
families and professionals looking to
connect with valuable, regional services.

John Carroll University student

french FRIES

So

DELICIOUS
you'll go
CROSS-EYED

Best French Fries in NE Ohio

Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi

Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family
Friendly Restaurant

Fresh Cut Fraser Fir
Fresh Greens - Garland
Custom Arrangements
Poinsettias - Amaryllis
Gifts - Décor - Ornaments

Cory Irwin, an individual on the autism
spectrum, captivated attendees.

“My mom will say the only person
who understands me more than she or
my father does is probably Miss Haley
at Milestones,” Irwin said. “She has
been working with me so I can learn
how to talk to my co-workers, advo-
cate for myself and build a career in
the field I love. While I am a work in
progress, I can tell you my confidence
is growing at a steady pace daily.”

With the help of Milestones, Irwin
is now the Cleveland Israel Arts Connec-
tion Intern with the Jewish Federation of
Cleveland—a position that enables him
to utilize his passion for museum studies.

Milestones, based in Warrensville
Heights, improves the lives of individu-
als on the autism spectrum at all ages,
stages and abilities by educating, coach-
ing and connecting the community
with evidence-based information.

For information, visit www.mile-
Stones.org.

Hannab Harp is the communications and
digital content coordinator at Milestones
Autism Resources.

Give the Gift of Gardening
IREE 920 Gify Cancl

. with Purchase of $100 Gift Card
Ends Dec. 24th

Home &L‘Garden

13410 Cedar Road ~ Cleveland Heights
216-932-0039 ~ www.Bremec.com
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COURTESY HANNAH HARP

COMMUNITY NEWS

LIBRARIES continued from page 1

Wilson found inspiration for
the idea in an article she read about
anonprofit in Harlem, Barbershop
Books, whose mission is to boost
literacy for African-American boys
ages 4—8 by creating kid-friendly
reading spaces in barbershops.

She reached out to Patrick
Freed, who has operated Freestyles
Barbershop, 2853 Noble Road, for
16 years. Freed, whose shop is with-
in walking distance of the library’s
Noble Neighborhood branch, said
he didn’t hesitate to partner with
the library.

“I'm an educator, my license
areas are in ELA {English Language
Artsland social studies, so reading
is incredibly important to me,” said
Freed, who teaches at Lake Erie
Preparatory School, a K-8 charter
school in Cleveland’s South Collin-
wood neighborhood. “The minute
Monica mentioned it to me, I knew
it was a good idea. It’s right up my
alley.”

Freed said customers are enjoy-
ing the book collection: “They are
very pleased with it. It gives them
the opportunity to read something
besides the magazines here, and
the selection Monica brings is
good—she makes sure we have the
right books for our culture.”

“Most of what I bring is for
youth—children and teens,” said
Wilson. “But I also check out
some adult books for the shop.
Since they’re reading while waiting
for a cut, I don’t bring novels or
anything with dense text. I bring
over things that can be skimmed
or read piecemeal based on time
and interest. I also try to bring
over nonfiction that is helpful for
guiding teens toward their future
and succeeding in the present.
For the younger children, I bring
over board books, picture books,
and first-readers featuring diverse
characters.”

“Kids are really attracted to
the books,” said Freed, adding that
he often sees parents helping his
young customers pick out books.
Comic books are “a real draw,”
noted Freed. “The little bitty kids
are really drawn to the colors and
the titles.”

Wilson also works with An-
tonio Stewart, who runs Premier
Barber Lounge, 2187 Noble Road.

WASHINGTON & LEE
SERVICE, INC.

Customer Service is Our Priority

We Service Foreign/Domestic Cars &
Light Duty Trucks

Established since 1954 under
Washington & Lee Auto Service, Inc.

2080 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-371-2850

Heights Libraries Youth Services Associate
Monica Wilson at Premier Barber Lounge with
her book collection.

“What I like about having a
library inside of my barbershop is
that it gives children, adults, and
even the barbers a chance to be
entertained by something besides
technology,” said Stewart. “And the
children always come back looking
forward to finishing the book they
read when they were in the shop
last.”

“I love working with Pat-
rick and Antonio,” said Wilson.
“They’re good partners for out-
reach because they’re community-
minded and want to be an enriching
influence in our community—to
meet kids where they’re at—which
is what I think the library does
well, too.”

Barbershops and libraries also
offer what people in the public
library world call a “third place”™—a
place besides home and work (or
school for kids) where they can go to
feel welcome, connect with others,
and enrich their lives.

“It’s my hope that having a tiny
rotating library in the barbershops
is an extension of the ‘third place’
phenomenon,” said Wilson. “Shar-
ing our books so people have a
chance to read something outside
of the context of work or school
helps to present reading as a choice
and not a chore.”

Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library
System.
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USTON Roor & MASONRY

Installations + Maintena + Rep

216- 371-5944

- Slate and tile repairs & replacement
- Tear-offs & Shingles

- Gutters and downspouts installed

- Chimney and step tuck-pointing

- Flat roof specialists '3%?-'&

MASTERCARD/VISA ==

2airs

WWW.USTONROOF.COM
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Then and now: Sup

Korbi Roberts

Shown here are 1909 and 2017
photographs of the same view in
Cleveland Heights looking eastward
on Superior Road toward Lee Road,
with Forest View Drive coming off
to the right.

Today, the intersection of Lee
and Superior roads is home to a
Sunoco gas station, an Uptown
Mart, and the main entrance of
Cain Park. Off to the right of the
2017 picture are two homes in the
historic Grant Deming’s Forest Hill
neighborhood (not to be confused
with the other nearby Forest Hill
that the Rockefellers created in the
1920s and 1930s.). Grant Wilson
Deming created this “first” Forest
Hill neighborhood in 1909, and it
was added to the National Register
of Historic places in 2010, thanks to
the work of local historian J. Mark
Souther.

As shown in the 1909 photo-
graph, most Heights roads at the time
were still dirt and mud; later, Lee and
Superior roads would be brick while
most others would be macadam. In
the photo, Deming and a business
associate are heading westward on Su-
perior Road in a chauffer-driven REO
touring car. They were on a mission
to advertise the newly laid-out Forest
Hill Allotment to middle-upper class
families searching for the American
dream home away from the city, with

’[W
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PLAIN DEALER ARCHIVES, COURTESY KORBI ROBER{S

A 1909 photo of Superior and Lee roads.

“pure air and fine views.” The newly
built sales office can be seen behind
them, on Lee Road, and a sign for
the planned Forest View Drive is just
outside of the photo’s right frame.

House lots started at just $600.
Attractive and architecturally eclectic
homes were built on each lot—most
of which are still standing.

Grant W. Deming was one of
several brothers who developed
many residential neighborhoods in
Cleveland and Cleveland Heights.
He planned his Forest Hill neigh-
borhood over old farmland and
meadows, and divided it into up-
wards of 700 lots. Within decades,
the lots were filled with homes as
the Heights’ population increased
almost exponentially.

The outer boundaries of Dem-
ing’s Forest Hill neighborhood are
roughly Lee Road, Cedar Road,
Coventry Road, Euclid Heights Bou-

NO
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Also, send a FREE, 1-year gift subscription to:
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ADDRESS

ary

STATE ZIP

All foreign subscriptions add $20 per year

KORBI ROBERTS

A 2017 photo of the same intersection.

levard, Lincoln Boulevard, and Supe-
rior Road, with major inner streets
Edgehill, E. Overlook, Berkshire and
Yorkshire roads, and Washington
Boulevard.

The allotment boasted a unique
feature. In 1914, to facilitate the sale
of the properties, a “dinky” street car
line was built with one “Toonerville
trolley” in service. Its tracks were laid
along the median of Washington Bou-
levard, from Coventry Road to Lee
Road. It was the shortest streetcar
line in the Cleveland area. By 1922,
declining profits and an incident in
which a bunch of boys derailed it
after a joy ride in the dark sealed the
trolley line’s fate.

In the early 1800s, the area
around the Superior and Lee intersec-
tion was still untouched forest, owned
by Henry Champion of Connecticut
(Moses Cleaveland’s brother-in-law).
The land was divided up into smaller

erior and Lee roads

parcels and sold to pioneers who hand
built cabins and shooed away wolves,
bears and snakes (or added them to
the stewpot).

Robert Young, an early resident
and farmer, set up a water-powered
sawmill in the ravine of Dugway
Brook (to the left in the pictures).
The stream now runs underground
in pipes under Lee Road and through
Cain Park.

As the farming era progressed,
families with names like Welch (farm-
ers) and Duty (brickmakers) farmed
the neighborhood. In the mid- to
late-1800s, Dr. Worthy Streator
owned a large section and had most
of the remaining forest chopped
down for sale as railroad ties. Streator
turned his land near Coventry Road
into meadowland and ran a celebrated
stock farm with thoroughbred cattle
and sheep. The Lee Road side was
the farm of James Haycox, who ran
a dairy and also a quarry on Dugway
Brook, just east of Lee Road (now
filled over, with Cain Park built on
top). Part of the Haycox farm can
be seen in the 1909 photo, in the
distance.

Deming died in 1935, at his last
home in Chagrin Falls. He is buried
in an unmarked grave in Lake View
Cemetery.

Korbi Roberts is a trustee of the Cleveland

Heights Historical Society and invites you
to become a member or volunteer:
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creative, local, fresh

eljce

12502 Larchmere
(2160 791-0918
www.feliceurbancafe.com

DOGG Y
DAY CARE

SVERMIGHY,
BOARDING

8000 SQUARE FEET OF SUPERVISED PLAY
216.291.0605 WWW.DOGTROPOLIS:NET:

IN SOUTH EUCLID

keller

Auto * Home ° Life * Commercial Insurance

An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 j -
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

www.KellerNational.com

FARMERS MARKET TO TABLE

Introducing Chef Sarah Murphy, now with Vegan and Gluten Free Options.

We are thrilled to announce our latest team member, Sarah Murphy.

She brings a positive attitude and new directions to our menu and operations.
She will fold her ideas into our current menu, including vegan and gluten free
items. We will be launching our "Farmers Market to Table" menu, using
the freshest local products with the hope of expanding our customer base
with this enhanced approach. Soups and pizzas will begin to be made
from scratch, utilizing our North Union Farmers Market and Sarah's creativity.

SHAKER SQUARE
COME TOGETHER

/i

@

The freshest produce flowing into Steaming Hot
Homewmade Soups, Pizzas & Sandwiches! Yum!!!

COMMUNITY NEWS

HBC plans Dec. 3 holiday gathering

Joy Henderson

The annual Heights Bicycle Co-
alition’s (HBC) Holiday Party, on
Dec. 3, 6-8 p.m., will be a celebra-
tion of cycling, offering attendees
a chance to meet other cyclists
and learn about a specific aspect
of the sport.

All interested bicycle riders are
invited. The party will be held at The
Fairmount Bar and Restaurant, 2448
Fairmount Blvd.

The event will be held in the side
room, where light appetizers will be
provided. Other menu and bar items
will be available for purchase.

In addition to social time with
other cyclists, the program will fea-

ture a guest speaker
and an update on
HBC’s recent work.

HBC formed
in 2010 to make the
Heights area more
bicycle friendly. The
group’s mission is to
educate and encour-
age residents to use
bicycles as a sustainable and healthy
form of transportation and recreation

For more information, contact
HBC at chbikecoalition@gmail.
com.

o
-

Joy Henderson is a founding member of
the Heights Bicycle Coalition and serves
on its board.

LEl has ‘The Write Stuff’ for December

Maya Watkins

Lake Erie Ink (LEI), the local writing
space for youth in the former Coven-
try School building, is offering several
opportunities for creative expression
in December. On Dec. 4, LEI is hold-
ing a college essay workshop for inter-
ested teens. Evening Ink workshops
will be held on Dec. 6 and Dec. 13, and
there will be an Open Mic Night on
Dec. 15. Over winter break, LEI will
host Creative Play Days for students
in grades 2—5.

Jill Levin, LEI’s program direc-
tor, believes that creative expression
outside academic work “provides
a chance {for youngsters} to make
something entirely apart from the
context of grades or adult approval,
allowing kids to explore more about
themselves.” She thinks school breaks
are a great time for writing,

As away to inspire young people
who love to tell stories, LEI provides
a few writing prompts to help get cre-
ativity flowing during winter break:

It is a truth universally acknow!-
edged, that a single Dragon in possession of
a good hoard, must be in want of a mate.
This prompt comes from writing-
prompt-s.tumblr.com/, a veritable gold
mine of funny and strange writing
prompts.

If historical fiction interests the
young writer in your house, LEI sug-
gests the following prompt: Write a
scene in which a favorite bistorical figure

SOLUTION

Creative juices flow at Lake Erie Ink.

is guided to greatness by an imp residing
bebind his or ber ear.

Roots and Branches is the theme
for this year’s Lake Erie Ink teen
book project. Greater Cleveland
teens in grades 6-12 are welcome to
submit any writing or art based on
this theme. Organized and edited by
a teen board, the book will be pub-
lished in the spring.

For more information on LEI’s
December events and writing pro-
grams for youth, go to www.lakeerie-
ink.org

Maya Watkins is a staff member at Lake
Erie Ink.

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

VOLVO =~ SUBARU ~VW = AUDI ~BMW~= SAAB =~ PORSCHE

1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. » 216-371-5100 » swedishsolution.com
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Coventry plans Holiday Fest Dec. 9

- e -
Coventry Claus poses with a canine visitor.

Angela Hetrick

The Coventry Village neighborhood
encourages everyone to shop local
and get in the holiday spirit with a
full day of free holiday events.

The sth annual Coventry Village
Holiday Festival will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 9, noon to 11 p.m.

Among the many festivities
scheduled are:

* Photos with Santa, Rudolph, Frosty
and The Grinch;

* Ice-carving demonstrations;

* Coventry Holiday Cash coupon
machine;

b
COURTESY ANGELA HETRICK

* Coventry merchant holiday window
contest—take a stroll down Coven-
try Road and vote for your favorite;

* Lolly the Trolley Holiday Light
Tour (proceeds to benefit Heights
Emergency Food Center);

* Winter storytime, holiday crafts,
live music and karaoke;

* Outdoor fire with community carol-
ing, complimentary hot chocolate
and coffee;

* Holiday storytellers and poets
roaming through the shops and
sidewalks;

* Ugly-sweater bar crawl, led by Cov-
entry Claus; and

* Istagram Scavenger Hunt—win
prizes from your favorite Coventry
spots.

In addition to the festival events,
the Coventry Village merchants are
joining in the fun and will host a
variety of unique sales and special
events in their stores. Free parking
will be available at metered spaces
on the day of the festival.

For a full list of special events,
times and other details, visit www.
coventryvillage.org.

Angela Hetrick is the executive director
of Coventry Village Special Improvement
District.

Support district’s businesses
and earn Coventry Cash

Angela Hetrick

This holiday season, shoppers can earn
a$10 Coventry Cash Coupon for every
$50 they spend on a single receipt at
participating Coventry Village loca-
tions. The coupons can be used at
participating locations in January.

The promotion will be offered
on select weekend dates through
the end of the year. Simply look for
the Coventry Cash Coupon signs
posted outside the parking garage
on Coventry Road.

Valid day-of-purchase receipts
can be redeemed for Coventry

Cash Coupons from noon to 6 p.m.
with the Coventry Village Holiday
Ambassadors, who will be stationed
outside the main parking garage.
(Please note, a limited number of
Coventry Cash Coupons will be
distributed.)

The Coventry Village ambas-
sadors will also be available to help
shoppers find the perfect gift, make
dining and shopping suggestions,
and share information about special
events and sales happening through-
out the district.

Learn more at www.coventryvil-
lage.org.

Baby Gym reopens at Peace Lutheran

Jessica Shields

Peace Lutheran Church will reopen
its Baby Gym on Saturday, Dec. 2.
The gym offers a place where parents
can play with their children and con-
nect with other parents in a relaxed
atmosphere.

The gym is free and open to
the public on Saturday mornings, 10
a.m. to noon. Children must be 6 or
younger and accompanied by a parent
or caregiver.

The gym offers slides, climbers
and tunnels for the development of
gross motor skills. A separate play-
room features a kitchen set, tool
bench, dress-up clothes, and other
age-appropriate toys for dramatic
play.

Over the years, families from
various neighborhoods in and
around the Heights have utilized

the Baby Gym.

Peace Lutheran Church also
has a Baby Shop, which offers—free
of charge—gently used toys, baby
items and children’s clothing, sizes
newborn to 6X. The shop is open
on Tuesdays and Saturdays, 10 a.m.
to noon.

The Baby Shop welcomes dona-
tions of new or gently used baby items
and clothing Mondays through Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., or when Baby
Gym is open. (No mattresses or large
furniture will be accepted.)

Peace Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 3740 Mayfield Road in Cleve-
land Heights. For more information,
call 216-382-4545.

Jessica Shields is a pastor at Peace Lu-
theran Church. She bas lived in Cleveland
Heights since moving to this region in
2007.

Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

Warm and Welcoming Office
Tailored to Busy Families
Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Gentle Comprehensive Care
Life Changing Smile Makeovers

Experience the Newest Technologies

216.321.2545

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY

Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

Combine & Save.

A &

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent

2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH 44118

Bus: 216-321-1422

Good things happen when you combine your home

and auto insurance with State Farm®. Like saving an
average of $894*. Plus, you'll have a good neighbor
like me to help life go right.

CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

*Average annual household savings based on 2016 national survey of new policyholders who reported savings by
switching to State Farm.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company ¢ State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL ¢ State Farm County Mutual

Insurance Company of Texas, Dallas, TX e State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX e State Farm Fire and Casualty Company  State
1606203  Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL * State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

He is Coming...

Join us for Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Christ
December 24th & 25th

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Saturday 23
December

4pm St. Ann

4pm St. Philomena

Sunday 24
December

9am St. Ann

10am St. Philomena

CHRISTMAS EVE

4pm St. Ann
4pm St. Ph'|om

10am St. Philomena
11am St. Ann

NEW YEARS EVE

9am St. Ann
10am St. Philomena

11am St. Ann

o of Saints Parish

St. Ann 2175’Coventry Rd, Cleveland Helg‘his OH
St. Philomena 13824 Euclid Ave, E. Cleveland, OH
www.CommunionofSaintsParish.org
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Forest Hill Presbyterian presents Christmas opera

Peg Weissbrod

The classic Christmas opera Amah!
and the Night Visitors will be per-
formed at Forest Hill Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, Dec. 9, at 7
p-m., and Sunday, Dec. 10, at 4 p.m.
Admission is free.

Gian-Carlo Menotti’s Christmas
opera tells the story of Amahl, a
disabled boy with a habit of telling
imaginative tales. When Amahl and
his impoverished mother are visited
by three kings, faith and forgiveness
lead to an emotional miracle.

In keeping with Menotti’s re-
quest that Amahl always be played by
a boy, not a young adult, 10-year-old

PLAT®'S

CLOSET

CASH FOR
WCIOTHES!

YOUR EAVORITE
SIVIES

FOR LESS!
- . =

5688 MAYFIELD ROAD | LYNDHURST, OH 44124 | 440.919.0138
“ /PlatosClosetLyndhurst ® @PlatosClosetLyndhurst

This Holiday season,
we thank these
2017 FUTUREHEIGHTS
BUSINESS MEMBERS
for helping make a difference
in our Community:

Betsy Warner—Agent, State
Farm Insurance

Carmen's Custom Window
Treatments

Cedar Lee Theatre

Eve ‘n’ Stephen

Fairmount Massage
Flawless & Fierce Hair Studio
Geraci's Restaurant

Gigi's on Fairmount

Panini's on Coventry
Positive IMAGE Hair Studio
Rudy's Pub

Scoperta Importing

The BottleHouse Brewing

Children's Optical Green Tara Yoga Company
CLE Urban Winery Heights Dental Group, Dorothy The Lusty Wrench—EcoConscious
Cleveland Potters Co-Op Sobolewski, DDS Auto Repair
Cleveland Rocks & Beads Heights Swedish Solutions The Rib Cage Smokehouse
Cleveland Running Company Heights Uptown Barber Shop The Social Room
Confluence Cycle and Yoga Lopez on Lee The Wine Spot
Dollar Bank-University Heights Marotta's Verne & Ellsworth Hann
Branch Melt Wood Trader
Eastwood Furniture Mr. Brisket Zoss, The Swiss Baker

And thank you to these Heights businesses
that contributed to this year’s FutureHeights
Restaurant Tour, Chance Raffle and Benefit:

Sweet Melissa’s

Scoperta Importing

Taste

The BottleHouse Brewing
Company

The Fairmount

Jeremy Tugeau Fine Art
Luna Bakery Café
Marotta's

Melt

Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates
Momo’s Kebobs

Barrio

Bodega

Bremec on the Heights
Garden Center

Cedar Lee Theatre

CLE Urban Winery

Dewey’s Pizza Mr. Brisket The Fix Bistro

Eastwood Furniture New Heights Grill The Rib Cage Smokehouse
Ensemble Theatre Nighttown The Stone Oven Bakery Café
Flowerville Pacific East The Tavern Company

Gigi’s on Fairmount Panini’s on Coventry Tommy’s

Greedy Girl Pavilion Home & Floral Whole Foods Market
Heights Arts Phoenix Coffee Zagara’s Marketplace

Inn on Coventry Shawn Paul Salon Zoma

FutureHeights

Working to ensure a vibrant and sustainable tuture tor the HEIghtS!

COURTESY FOREST HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Become a Business Member of FutureHeights. Visit www.futureheights.org or call 216-320-1423.
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Henry Dyck as Amahl, Jack Lentz as The Page, and Lara Troyer as Amahl’s mother.

Henry Dyck again will sing the role
of Amahl, alongside his own mother,
soprano Lara Troyer, as Amahl’s
mother.

Troyer, a former associate art-
ist with Cleveland Opera, is on the
voice faculty at Kent State Univer-
sity, and her recent roles include
solos with the Akron Symphony:

Forest Hill Church Music Direc-
tor Anne Wilson describes Dyck as
having perfect pitch and uncommon
skill in jazz improvisation. “The
duets he sings with his mother will
bring a tear to the eye of every lis-
tener,” she said.

Other Amah! performers include
Cleveland Heights residents Carl
Jenks and Jack Lentz, along with
Mist’a Craig, Frank Ward and ac-
companying oboist Cynthia Watson.
Dyck’s younger sister, 8-year-old
Margaret, plays a shepherd in the
opera.

Forest Hill Church is located at
3031 Monticello Blvd. For additional
information, call 216-321-2660 or
visit www.fhcpresb.org.

Peg Weissbrod is a freelance writer and
publicity coordinator for Forest Hill
Church in Cleveland Heights.

Beth El hosts Hanukkah
mystery and dinner Dec. 17

Carol Bruml

Latkes and . . . larceny? This is not
your usual Hanukkah dinner.

On Sunday, Dec. 17, begin-
ning at 4:30 p.m., Beth El — The
Heights Synagogue invites you to
eat, shmooze and solve the “Mystery
of the Missing Menorah,” as it hosts
a unique Hanukkah mystery and
dinner.

Throughout the dinner—a
four-course kosher vegetarian meal,
including latkes and other tradi-
tional Hanukkah foods—guests will
work in groups to solve the mystery:.
Those gathered will light Hanuk-
kah menorahs as a group, between
courses.

According to event chair, Scott
Wachter, “There are many Hanuk-
kah parties in Cleveland. There are
also mystery and dinner events.
We believe that ours is the first
Jewish mystery and dinner in the

city. Participants will have a unique
opportunity to celebrate the holiday
while using their problem-solving
skills to figure out who stole a spe-
cial Hanukkah menorah.”

The entire community is invit-
ed. The cost is $20 for adults, and $5
for children 6-12 (children under 6
attend free of charge) if you register
by Dec. 7. The cost for walk-ins is
$30. For more information, and to
register, e-mail info@bethelheights.
org or call 216-320-9667.

Beth El — The Heights Syna-
gogue is an independent minyan
that is participatory, traditional
and egalitarian in worship and in
learning. The synagogue is located
at 3246 Desota Ave., in Cleveland
Heights.

Carol Bruml is the communications
chair and newsletter editor for Beth
E[ - The Heights Synagogue.

COURTESY FOREST HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12 months
same as cash!

216.397.6349 Y

Pavers & Remodelers &

-

Honest and Fair g AQ’-’

WINTER SPECIAL: Bathroom complete - $3,880

Kitchens & Baths
Furnaces °® Insulation

Siding ® Windows ® Roofing
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

District hosts national conference on minority achievement

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Jaylin Coleman, Jaylen Chesney and Christine Roberts (from left) were part of the MSAN confer-
ence’s planning team.

Joy Henderson

Heights High seniors Jaylin Cole-
man, Jaylen Chesney and Christine
Roberts were part of the 15-member
Minority Student Achievement Net-
work (MSAN) student leadership
team that planned MSAN’s national
conference. Hosted by the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District, the conference took
place Oct. 18—21 at a Beachwood hotel.

The leadership team worked
with Heights High’s three MSAN
advisors, O’Dasha Blue, Shawn
Washington and Nate Williams;
the district’s Educational Services

Department; and MSAN national
staff, based in Madison, Wis. They
selected keynote speakers, outlined
the action planning process and
icebreaker activities, and organized
the talent show and college visits
to Cleveland State University, Case
Western Reserve University, and
Kent State University.

There are 70 students in the
Heights High MSAN club. Approxi-
mately 260 elementary, middle and
high schools students attended the
conference, from 21 school districts,
including Cambridge, Mass., and
Princeton, N,J.

Conference attendees discussed

Canterbury students send care
packages to W||df|re victims

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Canterbury fourth-graders with a care package that they sent to a California school.

Cathan Cavanaugh

Fourth-grade students at Can-
terbury Elementary School were
saddened to hear about the wildfires
in California, and were shocked when
their teachers told them 70 percent
of the teachers and children at a
fellow IB (International Baccalau-
reate) school in Napa, Calif., were
now without homes. The students
thought it would be nice to send
them personal care packages, so they
brought in toothbrushes, tissues,
wipes, toilet paper, hand towels and
other comfort items.

The students sent handwritten
notes of encouragement and two
gift cards to the children at Bel Aire

Park Elementary School. Students
also brought in canned food and toys,
which were donated to a local food
drive and a women’s shelter.

“Parents in CH-UH should be
proud of the caring students we are
all raising!” said Melissa Garcar, IB
coordinator for the district.

The IB program encourages
students across the world to become
active, compassionate and lifelong
learners. Canterbury Elementary
School was named an authorized IB
school in July 2016.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the communica-
tions administrative assistant for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.

the barriers that students of color
face in their schools and districts,
networked with students from across
the country to craft solutions, shared
ideas about how to motivate students
and staff to meet their potential, and
developed action plans to implement
their ideas when they return home.
MSAN is a national coalition of
multiracial, suburban-urban school
districts that works to eliminate the
achievement opportunity gaps in
schools. The CH-UH City School
District is a founding member of
the organization, and hosted its first
national conference in 2000.

Happy Hour @ the Bar!

M-F until 7pm

$2 off small plates
$1 off drinks
Tavern Company

2299 Lee Rd., Cleveland Hts
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Fairmount Massage

- Swedish . HotStone - Mud Wraps
- DeepTisue . Acupressure . Body Scrubs
. Shiatsu . Reflexology . Facials & more

(May not be combined with
any other offer. Exp. 10/2019)

Call for appointment

(216) 371-3940

For spa packages and pricing information,
FairmountMassageCleveland.net

B O O K S

12419 CeDAR AT FAIRMOUNT * CLEVELAND HTs., OH 44106
INFO@APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM ® PHONE: 216.791.2665
WEB: WWW.APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM

insider and honored guest.
Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kic
cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Call or email for details

janetkious@sbcglobal.net 216-321-1442

For the 20th year Howard Hanna is participating in
Coats for Kids. Please drop off lightly used or new coats for
toddlers to teens at my office, 20710 Chagrin Boulevard,
Shaker Heights. Help make a child’s holiday happier -

and warmer - by December 15th. Thank you. sSusan
REAL ESTATE
SUSAN DELANEY, Agre RRrs.CNEs

216~577~8700

‘|Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com HOWARD HANN:\
Web: susandelaﬁ .howardhanna.com Houssor DEnncTion
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Heights High hosts Dec. 21
open house and concert

The restored, historic Heights High will be open to the community on Dec. 21.

Joy Henderson

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District in-
vites community members and
alumni to visit the renovated Cleve-
land Heights High School on Dec.
21, 6—7 p.m., for a self-guided, open
house tour.

Visitors will receive a map, and
friendly docents will be stationed
throughout the building to help
guide the guests.

At 7 p.m., visitors are invited to

attend a concert by Heights High’s
Gospel Choir—an extracurricular
club that performs traditional and
modern gospel music at school and
in the community.

Tickets for the concert, which
will take place in the school’s audi-
torium, are $6.

The open house tour is free.
Hot cocoa and cookies will be
served.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Bring the Whole Family For

Dec. 16th, 11am-3pm

Polar Express 3-D at Cedar Lee Theatre - Tickets on Sale NOW
Join Santa for lunch at Dewey’s Pizza from 1-3pm!

Showtime - 11am. $1 admission.

cedarLE

S T R

I C T

CedarLee.org

f m @luvlivinlocal

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education Meeting highlights

OCTOBER 17, 2017

President Ron Register, Vice President Kal
Zucker, Jim Posch, Eric Silverman and
Beverly Wright were present, as were
Superintendent Talisa Dixon, Treasurer
Scott and Allison Byrd of
educational services.

Gainer,

State report card data analysis:
part two

[Part one of the report card data was
presented at the Sept. 19 board meeting.]

Allison Byrd, director of data, research
and assessment, gave a slide presenta-
tion on the final three components of
the state report card data. The Cleve-
land Heights-Universty Heights district
has internal grade and classroom as-
sessments that include working with the
“whole” student in academics and arts.
External assessments are state testing
and the report cards, which don't as-
sess the whole student. The state report
card, released Sept. 14, has six com-
ponents: gap closing, progress, K-3
literacy, achievement, graduation rate,
and prepared for success. Each compo-
nent has 10 measures. Byrd discussed
the
and prepared-for-success components,

achievement, graduation rate,
and compared district results to state,
Cuyahoga County, and first-ring school
districts (Bedford, Berea,
Cleveland Heights-University Heights,
Cuyahoga Heights, East Cleveland,
Euclid, Fairview Park, Garfield Heights,
Lakewood, Maple Heights, Parma,
Richmond Heights, Shaker Heights,
South Euclid-lyndhurst, and Warrens-
ville Heights).

The district “D"
achievement, as did 51 percent of districts

Brooklyn,

received a for
in the state and 50 percent of first-ring
districts. The district has addressed this
grade by adopting proper materials,
having more grade-level meetings,
and having school visits with education
service teams.

Based on the graduation class cohort
model, which describes how many ninth-
graders enter the system and graduate,
“F” in the

" "
prepared for success” component, as

the district was rated as

[were] 15 percent of state districts and
50 percent of firstring districts. The
criteria for success are honors diplomas,
remediation-free scores on ACT or SAT,
advanced placement, dual enrollment
and International Baccalaureate program,
and industry credentials such as career
tech. The district is addressing this
grade by encouraging students to earn
high school and college credit through
many career tech options and taking
courses at colleges such as John Carroll
University.

“C" on the
graduation rate component, as [did] 10

The district earned a

percent of districts in the state and 31
percent of first-ring districts. To address
this deficiency, the district has developed
a five-year strategic plan to collect data
and identify strategies of feedback,
focusing and  exploring
college readiness. [lt is] monitoring key
data points, such as credits earned, test
performance and attendance.

[A PDF of this

presentation can be found on the Board

resources,

work  session
Docs page of the district website: www.
chuh.org/boardofeducation; click on
BoardDocs, the meeting date, and then

on “View the agenda.”]

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

My

LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS®

NOVEMBER 6, 2017

President Ron Register, Vice President
Kal Zucker, Jim Posch, Eric Silverman
and Beverly Wright were present, as
were Superintendent Talisa Dixon and
Treasurer Scott Gainer.

Avuthorization to use consent
agenda

To more efficiently use meeting time, the
board authorized the use of a consent
agenda that follows parliamentary pro-
cedure and Robert’s Rules of Order. This
agenda bundles several items for board
approval by a single motion and includes
personnel, education services, and busi-
ness services. Documentation concern-
ing these items is provided to all board
members and the public in advance, and
items may be removed at the request of
any board member.

Consent agenda

At this meeting, the board used the
consent agenda to approve personnel
matters, two student field trips, seven
the 2017-18
budget and purpose statements, and

donations, activity
the resolution of payment of purchase
orders exceeding $3,000.

[There was no discussion of any of
these items, but all can be accessed
through the district's website, www.
chuh.org/boardofeducation; click on
BoardDocs.]

Jon Peterson scholarships

Director of Student Services Karen
Liddell the Jon
special needs and autism scholarships,
an Ohio She
discussed local district dollars going

discussed Peterson

voucher program.
to providers outside the district. These
scholarships cover various disability
areas, such as speech, language,
hearing and vision impairments, brain
injury, autism, and multiple handicaps.
They can be applied for throughout the
year, and state dollars for the 2017-18
school year total $1.8 million, with
168 Heights students receiving these
scholarships. In the 2012-13 school
year, only 27 students applied. The
Ohio Board of Education works with
53 providers in Cuyahoga County that
encourage eligible students to apply.
However, the school district already
provides many of these services. Other
counties have far fewer providers. So
far this year, 31 students have applied
for an autism scholarship.

District calendars

District calendars for the 2018-19 and
2019-20 school years were discussed.
The board asked questions about in-
days,
closing of the school on Election Day,

service three-day  weekends,
and Christian holidays. The community
can give input on the calendars on the
district website [through the website’s
Infinite Campus link].

LWYV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Look for earlier and often expand-
ed postings of meeting summaries

online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 8.
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Sherlock Holmes |nsp|res play and exhibit

Jay Rosen

This December, Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library
System and Dobama Theatre have
joined forces to honor Sherlock
Holmes, the legendary detective
first penned by Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle in 1887.

Through Dec. 30, Dobama will
host the regional premiere of “Sher-
lock Holmes: The Baker Street
Irregulars,” a show that focuses on
“a gang of street kids” employed by
Holmes to scout out missions and
help solve cases. When Holmes
mysteriously disappears and a
young girl’s grandmother is ab-
ducted, the Irregulars work to track
down the detective and settle an
urgent mystery from their past.

“We're thrilled for the debut
of this show,” said Nathan Motta,
director of “The Baker Street Ir-
regulars” and artistic director at
Dobama. “It has classic elements
from older Sherlock Holmes tales,
but will still appeal to folks who
are less familiar with the series.
It also uses lights, projections and
motorized elements in a unique and
exciting way.”

Although the play deals with
serious social issues—family con-
flict and class struggle are central
to the narrative—folks of all ages
and backgrounds are encouraged
to attend the performance. “We
try and produce a show like this
around the holidays, so families
can do something together at the
theater,” said Motta.

The play is based on two graphic
novels by Tony Lee and Dan Boult-
wood, and adapted by acclaimed
Cleveland Heights playwright Eric
Coble, whose award-winning plays
have been produced across the
country, including on Broadway.

“It’s a real treat to be working
with Eric, particularly on a show
that features so many young and
bright actors who are newer to the
craft. Everyone’s brought a level of
focus and commitment that’s truly
impressive,” commented Motta.

While “The Baker Street Ir-
regulars” runs at Dobama, Heights
Libraries will offer a Sherlock

Free books mailed
to your young child!

If your child is
4 years old or younger
And lives in
44106, 44120, CH-UH,

The author of this article, Jay Rosen, uses the library’s display to pose
as Sherlock Holmes.

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Montessorl
Leads.

Holmes-themed
interactive dis-
play in the Lee
Road branch’s
art gallery.
Included
in the display is
a life-sized vi-
gnette of a Vic-
torian parlor fea-
turing cutouts
of Holmes and
his sidekick, Dr.
Watson, and no-
table quotes from
past Holmes sto-
ries and films. In
an effort to make
the cutouts as au-
thentic as pos-
sible, Heights Li-
braries staff vis-
ited Great Lakes
Theater’s cos-
tume shop and
photographed
Victorian-style
clothes.
Library

and theater customers are encour-
aged to pose for selfies in the
cutouts, and “become Sherlock
and Watson for a few minutes,”
said Victor Cimperman, a graphic
designer at Heights Libraries who
created the pieces in the exhibit.

The gallery display also fea-
tures an interactive touch screen
highlighting different portrayals
over the years of Holmes and Wat-
son, on television and in film.

“We’re hoping this display will
encourage our customers to inter-
act with Sherlock Holmes,” said
Cimperman, “whether they grew
up watching Basil Rathbone in the
1940s or are just now getting into
the series.”

To purchase tickets for the play,
go to www.dobama.org/sherlock or
call 216-932-3396. To experience
Heights Libraries’ Sherlock Holmes
display, visit the Lee Road branch’s
art gallery whenever the library is
open.

_Jay Rosen is communications coordina-
tor at Heights Libraries.

Parent

Open Houses

Jan.3,4&95

Rooted in the knowledge that children learn best in multi-age
environments, Montessori classrooms present natural
opportunities for children to observe, collaborate and lead.

ruffingmontessori.net . _
216.321.7571 *4=x RUFfING

||
. :
3380 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights % Montessori School

East Cle., Euclid or Shaker, visit

heightsfamily.org

for registration information
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Fund for the Future of Heights Libraries Honor Roll class of 2017 inductees Marilyn McLaughlin
and John Jarvey at the Nov. 5 banquet in their honor.

Matthew Ginn

One has reached thousands of
students in the classroom. The
other has handled thousands of
books in the library basement.
Both were inducted into the newly
created Fund for the Future of
Heights Libraries (FFHL) Honor
Roll on Nov. 5 at John Carroll
University.

Marilyn McLaughlin was
inducted as a “mind opener” for
her long service teaching English
for Speakers of Other Languages
(ESOL) in the Heights, and
John Jarvey’s countless hours of
volunteering and leadership with
the Friends of Heights Libraries
earned him recognition as a “door
opener.”

FFHL created the honor roll
to recognize those who have made
sustained, outstanding contributions
to the community by enabling access
to literacy or by educating through
literacy. About 50 people braved
the stormy weather to attend the
inaugural FFHL banquet, which
featured entertainment by violinist
Ariel Clayton Karas.

Rob Fischer, FFHL president,
welcomed those in attendance,
and Louisa Oliver, a volunteer and
former president of the Friends
of Heights Libraries, introduced
Jarvey. She described the hours
Jarvey, a retired teacher, spends
sorting books for the Friends and
distributing surplus materials to
local hospitals, while also making
time for other volunteer work.

Jarvey spoke about how popular
the Friends’ book donations are
at local medical centers and how
important they are to children.
Speaking of the other Friends
volunteers he helps organize, he
cited the well-known phrase that
“volunteers are unpaid, not because

they are worthless, but because they
are priceless.”

McLaughlin was introduced
by Hana Voris, who worked
alongside McLaughlin at Aspire
Greater Cleveland. She spoke
of McLaughlin’s long service in
teaching ESOL, starting with
Soviet refuseniks in the 1970s, and
how she made a real difference in
her students’ lives by helping them
to understand American ways and
culture.

In her speech, McLaughlin
recalled her time as the president
of the Teachers of ESOL’s adult
education section, which began just
before the Sept. 11 attacks. Her first
newsletter message to that group,
published just after the attacks,
warned that it would be a difficult
year to be an ESOL teacher, and
extolled her readers to “keep up
the good work.” She reflected that
integrating into American life has
only become more difficult for
immigrants since.

Fischer rounded out the evening
by speaking about FFHL and its
mission, which is to raise funds for
the long-term capital needs of the
library system. He distinguished
FFHL from the Friends of Heights
Libraries by comparing them to two
pockets: The Friends pocket has
money for the library’s day-to-day
operating needs, while the FFHL
pocket has the savings for capital
projects.

Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries
director, made closing remarks and
invited guests to visit the system’s
newly renovated University Heights
branch.

Matthew Ginn is a photographer, writer
and analyst living in Cleveland Heights
since 2013. He is on the board of the Fund
for the Future of Heights Libraries.

MATTHEW GINN

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

OCTOBER 16, 2017

Present were President Ron Holland, Vice
President Abby Botnick, Secretary Chris
Mentrek, Jim Roosa and Max Gerboc. Su-
san Beatty and Suzann Mozkowitz were
absent.

Financial report

The estimated 2018 Public Library Fund
entitlement for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library System is
$2,513,007.04, which reflects an increase
of $7.444.77 from 2017. This amount re-
flects a decrease of $30,458.92 from
2015.

The fiscal officer reviewed, and the
board accepted, the September finan-
cial statement. The total of cash balances
across the operating, Baver Fund, and
investment accounts at the end of Septem-

ber was $14,052,141.05.

Staffing

Laurie Marotta updated staffing changes,
which includes filling five vacancies since
the September board meeting. Four va-
cancies remain. University Heights Library
staff has returned to the renovated branch.
Gloria Nobles, full-time circulation assis-
tant, retired at the end of October. A reso-
lution honoring her years of service was
presented.

Flu shots for employees

The library will be providing flu shots to
employees and their spouses on Oct. 19
at the Lee Road building. If the employee
doesn’t have coverage for the vaccina-
tion, the library will cover the cost ($25
per shot).

Web and social media activity
Sheryl Banks, communications manager,
provided a quarterly update (July through
September) of the libraries’ Web and so-
cial media statistics:

* Unique website visitors are up by 3 per-

cent from the last quarter.
* Overall website visits are also up more

WYV

LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS®

than 3 percent (21,943) from last quar-
ter's average of 21,237.

* Facebook fans rose by a little more than
3 percent, from 2,596 to 2,684.

* Twitter followers were up by 1 percent,
to 1,481; favorites and retweets con-
tinue.

* Instagram followers were up by 12 per-
cent, from 224 at the end of June to 255
at the end of September.

One Community Reads

Heights Libraries will participate in One
Community Reads from Jan. 15 though
March 15. This collaboration among
the City Club of Cleveland, Playhouse
Square, and nine public library systems
will create a shared reading experience
based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning book
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American
City by Matthew Desmond. Heights Librar-
ies will participate with a food drive, book
discussions, a fair housing discussion, and
the appearance of Desmond, by stream-
ing, on March 15. Heights Libraries is also
partnering with Heights Emergency Food
Bank, Lake Erie Ink, Bellefaire JCB, Mac's
Backs and Heights Community Congress
on these programs.

University Heights Library grand
re-opening celebration

A grand re-opening of the University
Heights Library branch will be held and
open to the community on Nov. 12. Whole
Foods will sponsor food for the event.

LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.
Look for earlier and often expand-

ed postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 8.

Fresh Local Food
In Your Neighborhood

-

cOIT ROAp

FARMERS
MARKET

COOKING DEMOS EVERY SATURDAY AT 11, CAST IRON DECEMBER 16

OPEN SATURDAYS 8:

Healthy Produce
Healthy People
Healthy Connections

o £ e g e

00AM TO 1:00PM

i

216-249-5455 www.coitmarket.org 15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com ¢ email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

SHOP THE 16TH ANNUAL
HOLIDAY STORE!

S+ N
HEIGHTSF: Vi lﬂ[

2175 Lee Road 216.371.3457 www.heightsarts.org
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Transportation assistance is available to help local seniors

Judith Eugene

With inclement weather upon us,
this can be a time of worry for
seniors, who might be struggling
to keep up with the cognitive and
physical demands of driving, and
their families.

According to the U. S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s recently
released statistics, fatal accidents
involving senior drivers over the age
of 65 increased by 8.2 percent in 2016.

Residents of Cleveland Heights
and University Heights are fortunate
to live in a walkable community. But
when bad weather or physical limita-
tions make that too difficult, there
are several transportation alterna-
tives available.

The city of Cleveland Heights
has a medical van that runs Monday
through Friday, 8:45 a.m. to 4:20
p-m., and transports residents ages 60

and older to medical appointments,
shopping trips and errands. Call 216-
691-7377 for more information.

The city of University Heights
partners with Senior Transportation
Connection to provide subsidized
rides for residents to medical, social
and personal appointments. Rides
are available during the day, as well
as evenings and weekends. Call 216-
265-1489 for more information.

RTA offers discounted bus and
train fares for passengers who are 65
and older. RTA also offers its Para-
transit service for individuals unable
to travel on public transit without
assistance. For more information,
visit www.riderta.com/seniors.

GoGo Grandparent, a national
transportation service, makes it pos-
sible to order on-demand transporta-
tion—Uber and Lyft—by telephone,
without needing a smart phone app
or computer. For more information,

CH Senior Center News

Amy Jenkins

A recent article in The New York Times
spoke to the benefits of dance for
exercise, especially as one ages. The
demands of learning new steps, the
benefits of the movement, and the social
engagement that occurs while dancing
all contribute to increased health.

The Cleveland Heights Senior
Activity Center (SAC) offers a variety
of opportunities to dance. Among
them is a class on Argentine tango,
a social dance based on natural walk
that can be enjoyed and danced
by adults well into their 9os. Ann
Dobyns and Charles Scillia teach the
basics of the tango, and a bit about
its history and the culture in which
it developed.

Wes Senseman teaches English
Country Dance—traditional dance
and music from the British Isles.

Line Dance, taught by Gladys
McGlothin, promotes physical fit-
ness through dance exercise and
contemporary music.

In Dance 101, Leslie Keller leads
the group in an exploration of move-
ment, expression and improvisation.

No partners are needed for any
of these dance classes. Some are free;
some charge a small fee. Call, e-mail
or check SAC’s online calendar for

further information about these and
other senior center classes, and please
let us know if there is a dance form
not offered that interests you. We
hope to see you dancing in 2018!

SAC, located in the Cleveland
Heights Community Center at 1
Monticello Blvd., offers a variety
of programming for those 60 and
older, and is open Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to § p.m. A complete
schedule of programs is published
in the community center’s newslet-
ter, which is available at Cleveland
Heights City Hall, local libraries,
the community center and online at
www.clevelandbeights.com.

SAC membership is $5 for Cleve-
land Heights residents 60 and older.
To sign up, bring a recent piece of
mail (such as a bill) and a photo ID.

University Heights residents
who would like to join SAC must
first register with Patrick Grogan-
Myers, University Heights com-
munity development coordinator, at
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership
is $10 for University Heights seniors.

Amy Fenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland

Heights Office on Aging and the Senior Ac-
trvity Center. She can bereached at 216-691-
7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvbts.com.

Only 4 people out of 100 can
see the secret message

f_ac

A B

call 855-GOGO-USA (855-464-6872).
When seniors and their families
need help deciding if it is time to
retire from driving, help is available.
Keeping Us Safe is a program devel-
oped by a retired Ohio State troop-
er, dedicated to “saving lives . . .
one family at a time.” Its Beyond
Driving with Dignity program is
a three-hour, one-on-one driving
self-assessment exercise, conducted
in the comfort of the senior’s resi-
dence. It includes several pen-and-
paper cognitive and memory-related
exercises, an actual on-road driving
excercise in the senior’s vehicle (as-
suming it is safe to do so) and an
in-depth “learning conversation.”
Colleen Beard, a Cleveland
Heights resident and the owner of
CareSpotlight, is a senior advo-
cate and certified Beyond Driving

with Dignity professional. “It is an
honor to work with senior drivers
and their families, in the Heights
community and beyond,” said Beard.
“This can be an extremely difficult
and emotional conversation for
many families to have with their
loved one. Sometimes professional
intervention and support is neces-
sary.”

Learn more at www.carespotlight.
com or contact Beard at 216-659-5519
or colleen@carespotlight.com. For
more information on Keeping Us
Safe, visit www.keepingussafe.org.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland
Heights who provides life-enrichment
classes and activities for senior adults
and those with physical and mental
challenges. She can be reached at 216-408-
5578 or judith@lovinghandsgroup.com.

UH Senior

Senior Happenings, sponsored by
the city of University Heights, are
open to all senior citizens. Events
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m.
at the University Heights Library.
To receive the monthly schedule by
e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext. 205,
or send an e-mail to info@universi-
tyheights.com.

Dec. 2: Christopher Dawson,
senior prospect researcher for Univer-
sity Hospitals, will highlight the 150-
year history of this Northeast Ohio
health care institution. It provides
vital health care services, an academic
medical center for advanced treat-

Happenings
ppening
ment options, and ground-breaking
research and education for the next

generation of clinicians.

Dec. 14: Matthew Clarboneau,
chair of the Center for Music at The
Music Settlement, will perform with
Linda Allen and Cathleen Bohn.
Their recital will feature “Music
Gems from Past Eras,” a nostalgia-
filled musical journey complete with
the old “chestnuts” from the turn of
the century and early 1900s.

With the approach of the holi-
days, there will be no Senior Hap-
penings on Dec. 21 and Dec. 28. Best
wishes for the holidays and New Year!

CHOOSE SUPERIOR
MUSIC EDUCATION

Instruction for all ages

and skill levels, taught by
world-class musicians.
Now enrolling for January
2018 for private lessons,
Suzuki studies, music theory,
eurhythmics and more.

Locations in:
= University Circle
= Chagrin Falls,
= Shaker Heights
* Westlake

CLEVELAND
INSTITUTE OF MUSIC

cin

Preparatory and Continuing Education

cim.edu/prep
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CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

Always Buying  Paying Cash

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
* Gold o Clocks
o Jewelry o Swords
o Glassware o Lamps
o Palntings o Violins
o Pottery o Porcelain
o Military ltems « Ivory Carvings
o Stering Sliver o Orental Rugs
« Bronze Figures « Marble Figures

7 Days 8 a.m.- 10 p.m.

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS
Buying anything unusual

4 )

Green Tara

YOGA & HEALING ARTS
lyengar Yoga
Stability e Vitality e Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
k(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.comj

Wishing our readers
Happy Holidays!

If you’d like to support the
HEIGHTS OBSERVER

consider becoming a member of

FuturekHeights

Visit www.futureheights.org

to learn more and join today

. HARVEY &
FRIENDS FRENDS
of the Bookshop

Heights Libraries 2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

Great Used

the first Friday  gooks For Sale
of each month. Every Day!

All proceeds
support the library.

Fill-a-bag Sale

friends@heightslibrary.org
216-932-3600 x1234

MJ M ‘lllvélsltc:)(l)‘;vtion

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows Weather Stripping

Broken ropes Cracked Glass
We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
% 30 years in the Heights *

Ardmore Tree Service
Complete Tree Service
Year-round

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

(216) 486-5551

* Pruning * Tree and Stump Removal * Feeding
« Firewood  Brush Chipping * Snowplowing

Member National Arborist Association

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

are Denjamin Moore|
Fairts

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

/ Eve’s Painting & \

Home Repair

. Interior and exterior painting
. Wallpaper removal
. Housing code violations

« Tuck pointing
. Handyman services

We are bonded, insured, and main-

tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

216-387-0525

llebles1@hotmail.com

-

CareSpotlight

e Patient Advocacy & Visitation Services
e (are Management
e "Beyond Driving with Dignity" Self-
Assessments for Older Drivers
e "Beyond Driving with Dignity" Family
Empowerment Sessions
Colleen Beard
216-659-5519
colleen @carespotlight.com

www.carespotlight.com

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY
Pursued and sued by debt collectors?

Stuck trying to figure out what to do
and how to do it?

Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher
216-242-9763

gbelcher482@gmail.com
www.gaylebelcherattorney.com
34 years of legal experience

s

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance
Import & Domestic

In Business Since 1972
www.simonsautoservice.com
SIMON DAHER, Manager

—

(216) 371-2354

Stop in to check out our
brand new repair facility!

1830 Lee Road, CH

Thank you!

for reading the

HEIGHTS
OBSERVER

YOUR VOICE.
YOUR COMMUNITY.

Cleaning Service

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all

supplies. Married couple. Impeccable

references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.
Call Maid Convenient.
Days: 440-213-0850
Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745

When you advertise

in the Observer,
your money stays

in the community.

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Sung Mass

Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St.
J8E] at Payne Ave. in
4| Cleveland, Ohio

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Ohic: Uicences 12820 & Y141
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
LIGHT = SAFETY « COMFORT « EFFICIENCY
Family Owned Since 1985
(216) 932-2598

www.skettleelectric.com

BEST OF THE HEIGHTS “Best Contractor”

AN

\
IAIRMG uN1
SCHOOL OF MUSIC

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Book Flower Clown for your

JENTERTAINVENTH
\_ 440-944-0278 ]
*Events and parties
* A fixture in the Heights

www.flower-entertainment.com

www.heightsobserver.org

Call 216.320.1423

to find out how you can

advertise your business

for $28/month

Free Estimates Since 1978

Daugherty Construction, Inc.

Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132
(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com

AMISH CREWS FOR LESS
= ROOFING [~ NEW GARAGE
« SIDING  [~WATERPROFING
= CONCRETE |~KITCHEN-BATH

= MASONRY [ Rl;lﬂﬂﬂglilhion
« CARPENTRY |» Attic-Basn

= Attic-Basement

ALL CITY VIOLATIONS
= New GARAGE from - $9875

216 -323- 0916

RIPLEY

ENTERPRISES

TREES

SERVICE

COMPREHENSIVE TREE MANAGEMENT

Tree Removal * Yard Expansion
Fertilization « Cable Support
Pruning ¢ Stump Grinding
(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer "and get 20% off’

Certified Arborist Fully insured
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS
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QUINTANA’'S

Boss Dog brewery opens on Lee

Wihing s @ eate .:w’ ,mpp;
holiday &2ason from onr amily o yours

216.421.8380 10
barbarshop {(south l:uldg)
2200 south rayiar n:l

storby for 3
alittle ™
hoiday cheer..,

SPEAKEASY

open toall o P
cpentoell  SREE

t spa (north Didg)
I'L 2190 south taylor rd

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

BOB ROSENBAUM

;st%\

Brothers Jason (with scissors) and Josh (holding child near top) Sweet ; e 12 | PSCALE RESALE
were joined by family and close supporters as they cut the ribbon on g { Y We buy & sell kids
Nov. 3 to officially open their Boss Dog Brewing Co. in the Lee Road . = ' . & tweens stuff!
Business District, at 2179 Lee Road. Construction of the brewery and L !

restaurant took 18 months.

A b - R &
REVOLVE itz o

kids + tweens £ HE - ©

e~ —WADE OVAL WINTER—_ —

THE RINK AT WADE OVAL

BOB ROSENBAUM

. NOVEMBER 24, 2017-MARCH 4, 2018
- FRIDAYS: 3-9 p.m.
Brewer Josh Hustek checks the process temperature in the brewing SOND e S oen Zrﬁ;”“
area of the new Boss Dog Brewing Co. WEDNESDAYS: 3-9 p.m. (DECEMBER ONLY)

OPEN DAILY DECEMBER 18-29

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEAR’S EVE: Noon-5 p.m.

(Closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day)

OPEN MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY & PRESIDENTS’ DAY: Noon-7 p.m.
ADMISSION: $2 SKATE RENTALS: $3

HOLIDAY CIRCLEFEST

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 - Noon-5pm
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 * 1-7pm

Activities on Saturday AND Sunday

+ Shop for everyone on your list at the Holiday Market

+ Enjoy a taste of Cleveland with food and beverages crafted by Table 45
« |ce skating, music, and Santa on The Rink at Wade Oval

» Horse & carriage rides and ice carving demonstrations

Activities on Sunday ONLY

+ Visit many of University Circle’s museums, churches, schools,
and cultural institutions for FREE (1-5:30 p.m.)

+ Cleveland Museum of Art’s Winter Lights Lantern Procession

+ Wade Oval Lighting, presented by Quake Energy

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY C I SI
UNIVERSITY
EPNC CIRCLE INC

PHOTOS COURTESY OF Downie Photography and Karin McKenna

Disciples Christian Churoh

Celebrate Christmas with us

Christmas Eve
Candlelight and
Communion Service

Join us at 7:00pm for
a worship service with
carols and magical
music of the season

Christmas Eve Morning Service
10:00am

3663 Mayfield Road (at Yellowstone) 216.382.5344 discipleschristian.org Visit universitycircle.org for a full schedule and details. f . ]
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HEIGHTS ARTS

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Y,
\'\\'» — =
S

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!
neuberipainting.com

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays

in the community.

Creatures and Clay opens a

Robin Outcalt

On Friday, Dec. 1, St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church hosts an opening
reception for a new show by four
Cleveland artists, on view through
Feb. 25 in the church’s Nicholson B.
White Gallery. Creatures and Clay
features the work of Maggie Denk-
Leigh, Sarah Johnston Knoblauch,
Julie Friedman and Greg Aliberti.
The artists will be on hand at the
opening, 5—7 p.m.

Maggie Denk-Leigh is an as-
sociate professor at the Cleveland
Institute of Art. She works in the
printmaking department there,
and with the Morgan Conservatory.
The processes she uses currently are
lithography and screen-printing. In
this show, Denk-Leigh presents new
works on paper depicting animals
inhabiting simple backgrounds, or
in artistic décor around us. Some of
her unique pieces draw from details
within the space at St. Paul’s.

Sarah Johnston Knoblauch, a
Cleveland Heights resident and a
member of St. Paul’s, works in water-
color. Knoblauch has put together

Family Photos, by Julie Friedman.

an exquisite selection of paintings in
which animals, and the places they
inhabit, come together in a natural
and peaceful way. Her travels and
love of animals have inspired her. A
former middle school art teacher,
Knoblauch continues to teach wa-
tercolor painting to children and
adults in the community.

SUITES AVAILABLE

Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

* Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
*  Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
¢ Refinished Kitchens

*  Hardwood Floors

* Parking

* Laundry Facilities
¢ Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained

apartments!”

CALL NOW (216) 421-8400

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

www.montlackrealty.com

and well
located

t St. Paul’s gallery

Il ()

=

COURTESY NICHOLSON B. WHITE GALLERY

Julie Friedman, an artist from
Medina, brings to the show a differ-
ent kind of view of animals in our
world. Cats, dogs, fish and birds are
depicted inside homes and interior
places. This coexistence sometimes
appears peaceful, but often not. Her
canvases convey a sense of disarray
and discord. Creatures are seen as
intruders. An adjunct professor of
art at three colleges, Friedman works
with multiple media in her artwork.
In this show, viewers will see her
recent acrylic paintings on canvas.

Ceramist Greg Aliberti, a resi-
dent of Shaker Heights, produces
ceramic works for residential, com-
mercial and public spaces. His
designs in clay are attractive and
distinctive, and his use of color is
rich and vibrant. This show will
feature a range of creations that
includes handmade planters, a foun-
tain, decorative tiles and functional
tables. His works are suitable for use
inside and out, standing up to all
elements of nature.

The artwork is for sale, and the
artists receive all proceeds from the
sale of their work.

Creatures and Clay runs through
Feb. 25 at the Nicholson B. White
Gallery at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 2747 Fairmount Blvd. The
gallery is open Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5§ p.m., and on
weekends, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Robin Outcalt is co-director of the Nich-
olson B. White Gallery.

AWESOME HAPPY HOUR
4-7pm Sunday thru Friday

Sunday Southwest Brunch 11-2ish

delivery with grubhub.com,
delivermefood.com & ubereats.com

2196 lee road, cleveland heights

216.932.9000
lopezonlee.com
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Next Manly Monday shopping

L] L

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Perry Zeigler and granddaughter Olive Young
shop at the 16th-annual holiday store.

Mary Ryan

Ever wish you could create a list of
special things made by local artists
so that people would know what to

night is Dec. 11 at Heights Arts

give you for the holidays? Heights
Arts has it figured out—with
personal gift wish lists and some
special shopping nights planned
for its 16th-annual holiday store.

On Manly Mondays, idea-
challenged shoppers (of all ages
and genders) are invited to join
Heights Arts to sip some local
artisan brew and shop from their
friends’ wish lists, or go beyond the
lists and make their own creative
shopping choices. The first Manly
Monday was held in November,
with an encore night planned for
Monday, Dec. 11, from 6 to 9 p.m.

Complimentary gift wrapping
is available to complete each pack-
age, so you may never again need
to tape over a box from Amazon.

Shoppers should be sure to
visit Heights Arts to fill out or
update holiday store wish lists in
advance of Manly Monday, so the
lists are on file for your gift-giving
friends and relatives.

Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts,
a nonprofit community arts organiza-
tion.

Apollo’s Fire presents Christmas
on Sugarloaf Mountain program

Apollo’s Fire performs its Christmas program.

Melanie Emig

To ring in the holiday season, Apol-
lo’s Fire presents the world premier
Christmas rendition of its popular
countryside program. Christmas on
Sugarloaf Mountain celebrates the
Celtic roots of an Appalachian
Christmas, with shape note hymns,
folk carols, Gregorian chant of old
Scotland, and lively dance tunes. It
expands upon the original concept,
with a larger cast of characters, ad-
ditional instruments and a chorus
and children’s voices.

Artistic Director Jeannette Sor-
rell will lead a familiar cast, including
Amanda Powell and Ross Hauck, as
they evoke the journey of the Irish
and Scottish immigrants who built
new lives in the Appalachian hills.

The concert will be performed
locally on Dec. 8 at the Cleveland
Museum of Art and Dec. 9 at the
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First Baptist Church in Shaker
Heights. The Shaker Heights per-
formance will be followed by a free
Afterglow reception with the artists.
Additional performances include
Dec. 2in Akron, Dec. 3 in Willough-
by Hills, and Dec. 10 in Bay Village.
As a part of its Community Ac-
cess Initiative, the group is offering
reduced price “presto” seats at $12.
Apollo’s Fire will also be offering
free student rush tickets to all perfor-
mances, depending upon availability.
Tickets and more information are
available at www.apollosfire.org.

Melanie Emig, Apollo’s Fire’s patron
services associate, holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in vocal performance and a master’s
degree in opera theater from the Oberlin
Conservatory of Music. She currently
maintains a Suzuki piano studio at The
Music Settlement.

WOOD

TRADER
FRAMING

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

A million choices
— all of them good

The place for holiday gifts that are

truly unique and memorable.

Get $20 off on
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

Christmas Eve
11am Worship Pageant
11pm Candlelight Service
{milk & cookies reception following)
Amahl & the Night Visitors
Sat, Dec 9 at 7pm
Sun, Dec 10 at4pm

Lessons & Carols
Sun, Dec 17 at 11am

REV{}LVE

FASHION

Get the

5690 Maytield Rd, Lyndhurst, OH
(440) 6468750

Heights Observer

E-News in your inbox every Tuesday.

Sign up for free at
bit.ly/HO-enews
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Tear-offs ¢ Re-roofs ¢ All repairs
Shingles ¢ Slate ¢ Tile  Gutters ¢ Siding « Chimney Work

Insured ¢ All work guaranteed ¢ Free estimates

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-icing Cables installed

10% arvivies ‘*’
216-319-0430 =

Residential
Commercial

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008

13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302

1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Saturday, December 2 - 9am-1pm
Silent Auction benefiting Flat Rock Homes
music - Fair Trade,shopping - food

2537 Lee Rd

Kl Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 chsaviour.org

Deciding to
go to college
can be hard.

Enrolling shouldn’t be.
Register for hands-on express enroliment days!

tri-c.edu/jumpstartmetro
216-987-6000

Cuyahoga

Community
College

Tri-C Metropolitan Campus
2900 Community College Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio | 44115

17-1895

HEIGHTS ARTS

Ensemble brings ‘The

Little Prince’ to its stage

Tyler Whidden

Any parent with
Netflix can prob-
ably attest to the
positive effect the
film version of The
Little Prince has on
children. Engaging
storytelling, beauti-
ful animation, and
the powerful mes-
sage mesmerizes
kids without the use
of superheroes or
extravagant special
effects.

Ensemble
Theatre, continu-
ing its 38th season, is bringing
the staged version of Antoine
de Saint-Exupéry’s seminal 1943
novella to Cleveland Heights
when “The Little Prince” opens
in its Playground Theatre on
Dec. 1.

Following the success of
last year’s “The Phantom Toll
Booth,” Ensemble has brought
back director Brittni Shambaugh
Addison for its production of “The
Little Prince.”

“Before moving to Cleveland
I worked as a member of the
professional acting company at
the Honolulu Theatre for Youth,”
Addison said. “The thing about
performing or directing for young
audiences is they will let you
know how they are feeling about
the production in the moment.
If they are invested, you’ll know.
If they are disengaged, you
will absolutely know. There is
something really beautiful about
that honesty.”

“Some people are of the
mindset that when doing TYA
[theater for youth audiences} you
have to ‘talk down’ to the audience
or ‘camp it up.’ I strongly disagree,”
she said. “Children are brilliant. If
you give them a piece of theatrical
art that they can relate to and
connect with, they will go on the

1

Director Brittni Shambaugh Addison.

journey with you.”

Written by Rick Cummins
and John Scoullar, “The Little
Prince” tells the story of a world-
weary and disenchanted Aviator,
whose sputtering plane strands
him in the Sahara Desert where
he meets a mysterious, regal
“little man.”

During their two weeks
together in the desert, the Little
Prince tells the Aviator about his
adventures through the galaxy,
and all the characters he’s met
and lessons he learned from each.

“Ultimately, it is a story of
enduring friendship—of looking
out for one another and being
willing to learn from one another—
things that are so important today,”
Addison explained. “It is about
child-like innocence. It is about
hope. It is about the belief that one
person really can change the world,
just by believing that they can.”

“The Little Prince” runs Dec.
1-10 at Ensemble Theatre, 2843
Washington Blvd. in Cleveland
Heights.

For tickets or information, call
the box office at 216-321-2930, or
visit www.ensembletheatrecle.org.

Tyler Whidden is a playwright and

associate artistic director at Ensemble

Theatre.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Guns, records and charities

SONGS AND
STORIES

David Budin

I got a gun. It was holiday present.
It was plastic. And it was pink. And
it shot rubber bands. I was 7 years
old. The gun came with a target and
I had fun shooting at it. Neither the
gun nor the act of shooting it re-
minded me of the dozens of cowboy
TV shows and films that had taken
over the airwaves and the movie
theaters at that time, the mid-1950s.

Many people who grew up back
then are fond of saying, “Well, our
generation played with toy guns and
we didn’t grow up to be murderers.”
Except for a couple of things they
seem to have missed: Number one,
yes we did, a lot of us; and number
two, unlike today, until we were much
older, there weren't real guns every-
where and easily accessible to us.

But this isn’t about guns. It’s
about Christmas and Hanukkah
presents.

In this column one year ago,
which was not about presents, I
mentioned my favorite present ever,
from Hanukkah 1957—a stack of
about 35 records, the big hit singles
of that time. I'm going to name
some of them again, because (a) you
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wouldn’t remember what I wrote last
year, (b) it was one of the best eras in
early rock and these were great re-
cords, (¢) if you were listening to pop
music at that time, you’ll like this list,
and (d) this column is called Songs and
Stories, so these are the songs.

Here are 20 of the records: “Peggy
Sue,” “Oh Boy” and “That’ll Be the
Day” by Buddy Holly; “Wake Up
Little Susie” and “Bye, Bye, Love” by
the Everly Brothers; “Jailhouse Rock”
and “Teddy Bear” by Elvis Presley;
“Keep A-Knockin™ by Little Richard;
“Great Balls of Fire” and “Whole Lotta
Shakin’ Goin On” by Jerry Lee Lewis;
“Rock and Roll Music” by Chuck Ber-
ry; “Be Bop Baby” by Ricky Nelson;
“Searchin” by the Coasters; “You Send
Me” by Sam Cooke; “At the Hop” by
Danny and the Juniors; “Honeycomb”
and “Kisses Sweeter Than Wine” by
Jimmie Rodgers; “Silhouettes” by
the Rays; “Diana” by Paul Anka; and
“Chances Are” by Johnny Mathis.

But, to paraphrase what I said
above, this is not about records. It’s
about Christmas and Hanukkah pres-
ents.

My wife and I are both non-
practicing members of the religions of
the families in which we were raised.
When our children were young, as
Christmas and Hanukkah (or Easter
and Passover) approached, some of
their friends’ parents, knowing our
situation, would ask me, “So, what do
you do for the holidays?” And I would
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answer, “A little of neither.”

What that actually meant was
that we participated, for the most
part, in the cultural, but not the reli-
gious, aspects of the holidays—a Ha-
nukkah latke party with the extended
family, and also a Christmas Day
brunch with the immediate family,
plus my Jewish mother (hey—what
else does she have to do that day?).
Both a Christmas tree and a meno-
rah in the living room. A couple of
presents, for the kids, for each holi-
day. And a Christmas Eve service at
whichever church had the best music
(we've pretty much settled on Church
of the Covenant in University Circle).

The kids always kind of liked
their gifts, and we kind of liked the
ones they gave us, especially the
hand-made ones. But then someone
in the extended family got a better
idea. We would gather for a Hanuk-
kah party, divide into a few groups of
adults and kids, and pool our money
in each group. A few adults would
then make alittle presentation about
a favorite charity and then the kids
would vote on which one to donate
that money to.

The person who brought that
idea to us, from a similar program at
her synagogue, recently explained,
“At temple, it was also an exploration
of Hillel’s questions: ‘If I am not for
myself, who will be for me? [But} if I
am only for myself, what am I?” And
‘If not now, when?’ It got us to grapple
with how to choose charities based
on the dilemma that if Jews didn’t

Teddy Bear

w LOVing You

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

'S a i
Elvis’s record “Teddy Bear,” one of the singles
in my best present ever. Now | buy actual teddy
bears for my grandchildren.

support Jewish charities, who would?
But, if we only supported Jewish ones,
how could we call ourselves citizens of
the larger society?”

It was a good idea. We did that
for a few years, until the kids started
going off to college or leaving home for
other things. Those kids are all adults
now. Some of them have kids of their
own. I’'m not buying my grandkids
guns, plastic or otherwise. I don’t
need to buy them music, because that’s
obtained differently now. They’ll grow
out of the toy stage, which will make
me sad, in some ways. But I'm hoping
the charity idea returns, which, of
course, will make me happy.

David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Northern Obio Live, an author, and a
professional musician and comedian. His
writing focuses on the arts and, especially,
pop-music history.

MORE TIME TO SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY TRADITIONS.

The Hospice of the Western Reserve care team will support you and your family through any serious illness. Whether you have
been newly diagnosed, have managed a chronic condition for years, or are a family caregiver, we can help.

Our compassionate professionals come to you. You receive care at home surrounded by the people, pets and hobbies you love.

If you think it may be time to consider palliative or hospice care, ask for Northern Ohio's most experienced care provider.
Hospice of the Western Reserve has been caring for Northern Ohio families for 40 years and we are here for you.

We are Hospice of the Western Reserve. ASK FOR US BY NAME.

@ 800.707.8922 4 hospicewr.org

HOSPICE OF THE

WESTERN RESERVE
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ADVERTISEMENT

Now Accepting
First Round Applications

Due December 15th

lMmAN
-FormMer CAPTAN OF THE
MHS DANcers

STUDHING BuUsINESS AT
CreverAND STATE UNwversiTy
-MemBer-0F CSU \ine
Dance Team
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MeAvemd oF Dpamand hiéie "

Montessori High School at University Circle
empowers students to find their path to an engaged
and meaningful life. We know each of our students
has a unique passion and perspective.

At MHS, we believe that to be successful in college
and beyond students need confidence in who they
are and the opportunity to explore their interests.
They need academics with breadth and depth. They
need rigor and personal choice.

N

We pair the International Baccalaureate diploma STuiing Psics AT

. . urD WersITY
programme with a student-centered Montessori Pureoug Unveres
. _ Verroremeo W MHS

approach that fosters independence in students TheArree

and ownership of their education. At MHS, we see V2e<eNTED THESS ON THE

students as the individuals they are. MILITATY STIZATEGTES usED
AT THE CONCLUSION OF
Wl

They found theirs.
What will yours be?

_<$) MONTESSORI
7 F W\GH sCROOL

AT UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

11025 Magnolia Drive, Cleveland 44106 - 216.421.3033 - www.montessorihighschool.org
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