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Vote for Best of the Heights in 2018

V&E Hann to giveaway furnace
Bob Rosenbaum

For the second consecutive year, 
Verne & Ellsworth Hann Inc. will 
give away a furnace, including instal-
lation, to someone in need. Chris 
Hann, co-owner of the Cleveland 
Heights-based heating, cooling and 
plumbing contractor, is asking for 
nominations from the community.
 “Last year, it was our honor to 
install a new furnace for someone 
so deserving,” said Hann. “Again, we 
want to share our good fortune by 
continuing to give back to the com-
munity. We are hopeful people in our 
community will raise their hand to 
let us know if they or someone they 
know is in need of a new furnace.”
 Nominations will be accepted 
through March 15, for individuals 
or families who live in the extended 
Heights area. The winner will be 
selected based on a range of con-
siderations, including age, physical 
disabilities, financial challenges and 
military service.
 Last year, Verne & Ellsworth 

Verne & Ellsworth Hann Inc. co-owner Chris 
Hann (right), with Jon Holmes, who received 
a free furnace and installation from the com-
pany in 2017.

Hann installed a free furnace for 
Jon Holmes of Cleveland Heights, 
who was nominated by his sister. 
It replaced a 66-year-old unit that 
needed to be oiled daily in order to 
keep running—a difficult task for the 
U.S. Army Veteran, who suffers from 
a nerve disability.
 This year, the winner will receive 
a new high efficiency heating system 
and installation, with a total value of 
up to $3,500. The cost of electrical 

continued on page 2

Charter Review Com-
mission sets timeline 
for recommendations
Robert Brown

The Cleveland Heights Charter 
Review Commission held its first 
official meeting on Dec. 7. Cleveland 
Heights City Council appointed the 
15-member commission to review all 
aspects of the city’s charter and make 
recommendations for changes. City 
council will then decide which items 
to place on the ballot for residents 
to vote on.
 The commission expects to sub-
mit its recommendations to council 
by May 2018, in time for council to 
place the revisions on the November 
2018 ballot.
 The first item the commission 
will address is the city’s form of 
government. Cleveland Heights is 
currently governed by a seven-mem-
ber city council, with all members 
elected at large (citywide), and by a 
city manager, who is appointed by 
council.
 Of Cuyahoga County’s 57 mu-
nicipalities, only Cleveland Heights 
and Bedford Heights are governed 
without a popularly elected mayor. 
With respect to local city councils, 
some are elected at large, some are 
elected by ward, and others are split 
between at-large and ward-based 
members.
 CH City Council appointed 
Larry Keller, a Cleveland State 
University professor emeritus, to 
facilitate the group’s meetings and 
process.
 The commission selected Jack 
Newman to serve as its chair and 
Allosious Snodgrass to serve as its 
vice chair. The commission agreed to 

continued on page 2

St. Paul’s Cooperative Preschool seeks new home
Emily Lampe

St Paul’s Cooperative Preschool 
(SPCP) is about to lose its home of 
61 years. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
that built the nursery school wing in 
1956, has decided, as of Nov. 29, not 
to renew the preschool’s lease. 
 The cooperative now is faced 
with the challenge of finding a new 
home so that it can continue to 
serve its students. As of the end of 
December, the co-op currently has 
54 of its 58 possible student spaces 
filled. SPCP was rushing to find a 

St. Paul’s preschool is hoping to find a new 
home soon.

place before January, when preschool 
registration begins for the 2018–19 

school year.
 SPCP’s top priority is to con-
tinue to offer affordable preschool 
access for the 2018–19 school year. 
“We are looking for a space, ideally 
located close to the current loca-
tion [2747 Fairmount Blvd.] so that 
we can continue to serve the local 
community’s families and children,” 
said Deb Binkofsky, director of the 
co-op.
 “Research continues to come 
out about how important preschool 
can be for future academic success. 

continued on page 9

continued on page 9

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Beginning Jan. 1, Heights residents 
can show their appreciation for local 
businesses by voting for their favor-
ites in the FutureHeights 2018 Best 
of the Heights Awards contest.
 In 2005, FutureHeights—a non-
profit community development 
corporation—established the Best of 
the Heights awards to recognize the 
unique attributes of locally owned 
Heights businesses, and their contri-
butions to the local economy. Each 
year, residents cast their votes for 
their favorite businesses by nominat-
ing them for an award in a variety of 
categories.
 FutureHeights’ Planning & De-
velopment Committee has selected 
12 categories for this year’s ballot, 
including Best New Business and Best 
Heights Vibe. Residents are encour-
aged to vote for their favorite busi-
nesses online at www.futureheights.

org or using the paper ballot that 
will appear on the back cover of the 
January and February print issues 
of the Heights Observer. Voting will 
conclude Feb. 15 and winners will be 
announced in the March issue of the 
Observer.
 All Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights businesses are 
eligible to be nominated for any of 
the categories.

 “The Heights is fortunate to have 
so many locally owned businesses that 
contribute to the unique character of 
our community,” said Julia Kious Za-
bell, president of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors. “I enjoy shopping 
at our local businesses because I value 
the expertise of the owners, who know 
their products and can recommend 
just the right thing. I also know that 

John Zagara, owner of Zagara’s Marketplace, with the certificate for Best Neighborhood Partner 
in the Futureheights 2017 Best of the Heights awards.
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary 
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication 
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or 
with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure 
it’s ready to publish and contact you 
with any questions.

 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
February issue must be submitted by 
Jan. 15. We publish some articles online 
as they come in—and still consider 
them for the next print issue. We also 
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Seeking clarity on 
December column
To the Editor:

Your “About the Observer” column 
states that “If you’re writing a news 
article it should be clear and factual.” 
That is the basis for my question re-
garding the “Heights of Democracy” 
article [in the December issue].
 Regarding the proposed legisla-
tion, the article contains the state-
ment: The ordinance would not 
violate state or federal laws.
 Although this article is on the 
Opinion page, the above statement 
seems to be stating a fact. Neither of 
the authors is a lawyer or a judge, so 
what is the basis for the statement?
 According to the article in the 
Sun News, the ordinance is still being 
reviewed by the city’s law director. So, 
I need to question whether or not 
the statement in the Observer article 
is factual.
 Can someone please clarify this 
issue for me? Thank you very much 
for your response.

Craig A. Hoffman
Cleveland Heights

Editor’s reply: Thanks for taking 
the time to write, and asking the 
question.
 As editor of the December 
“Heights of Democracy” column, I 
understood the statement to mean 
that the ordinance under consid-
eration “would not violate state or 
federal laws.”
 I’ve run your query by the writ-
ers; one replied with the following 
information: “I think Mr. Hoffman 
asks a very good question, and his 
point that the proposed ordinance is 
still being looked at by the city law 
department is, as far as I know, true.
 “The statement in the column is 
based on Section 1 (l) of the proposed 
ordinance, which states, ‘Any part 
or provision of this Section which 
is found to be prohibited by State 
or Federal law shall be ineffective 
to the extent of such prohibition 
without invalidating the remaining 
provisions.’
 “Perhaps we erred on the side 
of brevity. It might have been more 
accurate if we had written that the 
intention of the proposed ordinance 
is not to violate any state or federal 
law.”
 The proposed ordinance [Or-
dinance No. 106-2017 (PSH) Pro-
posed Substitute] that the writers 
referenced can be found on the city’s 
website, as part of the packet for the 
Nov. 13 city council meeting: http://
www.clevelandheights.com/modules/
showdocument.aspx?documentid=9504.

Kim Sergio Inglis
Heights Observer editor

charter review continued from page 1

schedule meetings for the first and 
third Thursday of each month, with 
the next meeting scheduled for Jan. 
4, 7 p.m., at CH City Hall. 
 Several city staff members at-
tended the Dec. 7 meeting, includ-
ing Tanisha Briley, city manager; 
Susanna Niermann O’Neil, assistant 
city manager; Jim Juliano, law direc-
tor; and Liz Rothenberg, assistant 
law director. CH City Council 
members Mary Dunbar and Mike 
Ungar, as well as five residents, also 
attended.
 The commission’s meetings and 
agendas will be posted on the city’s 
website, http://www.clevelandheights.

com/index.aspx?page=2206. All meet-
ings are open to the public and each 
will include time for public com-
ment.
 All meetings will be recorded 
and broadcast on the city’s cable 
channel, Channel 20, and on the 
city’s YouTube channel, https://
www.youtube.com/user/cleveland-
heightsoh.

Robert Brown is a city planner with 40 
years of experience, including nine years 
as Cleveland ’s city planning director. A 
resident of Cleveland Heights for more 
than 40 years, Brown is on the board of 
FutureHeights.

and chimney modifications, which are 
sometimes necessary, aren’t included 
in the giveaway, because those need 
to be handled by other tradesmen.
 Verne & Ellsworth Hann plans to 
select a handful of finalists and then 
make personal visits to identify any 
added costs that would have to be cov-
ered. “We want this to be good news 
for someone in need,” Chris Hann said.
 Verne & Ellsworth Hann is 
committed to its customers and 
community. As part of that commit-
ment, when the company expanded, 
its owners decided to relocate within 
Cleveland Heights, to the corner of 
Lee and Yorkshire roads.  Chris and 
Bill Hann stated, “It was important 
to stay in Cleveland Heights, where 
we have been located for the past 
65 years. Remaining in the Heights 
allows us to better serve our valued 
customers in the community and 
surrounding area.” 
 Chris, Bill and their sister Patty 
Siegfried represent the family’s fourth 
generation in the trade; fifth-gener-
ation nephew Jason Franey manages 
their service department.
 To nominate yourself or someone 
else to receive the free furnace, look 
for the nomination form on page 5 
of this issue of the Heights Observer, 
or visit www.vehbrothers.com/helping-
hann/.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is co-chair of the Heights Observer 
Advisory Committee, and is responsible 
for its advertising sales and market de-
velopment.

furnace continued from page 1

Observe!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like 
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center  
(www.heightsobserver.org). 

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story 
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s 
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts. 
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily 
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be  
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and 
let you know if we have any questions. 

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer  
   is a piece of cake!

Advertise 
in the 

Observer
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL • State Farm County Mutual 
Insurance Company of Texas, Dallas, TX • State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX • State Farm Fire and Casualty Company • State 

Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL • State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Good things happen when you combine your home 
and auto insurance with State Farm®. Like saving an 
average of $894*. Plus, you’ll have a good neighbor 
like me to help life go right.  
CALL ME TODAY.

Combine & Save.

1606203

Bachman Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Lee Bachman, Agent
2245 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-321-1422

*Average annual household savings based on 2016 national survey of new policyholders who reported savings by 
switching to State Farm.

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com
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 SUSAN DELANEYSUSAN DELANEYSUSAN DELANEY   REAL ESTATE 

  
THE 

SUSAN DELANEYSUSAN DELANEY, , ABRABR®®,,RRS,CNERRS,CNE®®              
216~577~8700216~577~8700  
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

ALLALL  
JANUARY…Named after the Roman god Janus…
god of gates and doors,  endings and all types of  
beginnings – especially the beginnings of important 
events in a person’s life. 
 

January is often considered the month for deep reflection…  
we look back at the year behind us…  

and then look forward to the future year. 
 

LOOKING BACK:  My sincerest thanks for all your good wishes,  
confidence in me and support in my business…  

 

LOOKING FORWARD: I wish you all much good health, success in 
your endeavors, happiness and bountiful blessings.  

 

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

On Thursday, Jan. 25, Cleveland 
Heights City Council will convene 
the city’s fifth annual Democracy 
Day, and you, dear reader, are most 
cordially invited.
 For the uninitiated, Democracy 
Day gives the public an opportunity 
to address council about how the 
political influence of corporate enti-
ties, added to obscene amounts of 
money spent in the political process, 
is degrading the democratic institu-
tions of our city, our state and our 
nation. Following the hearing each 
year, a letter stating the reason for 
the event and summarizing citizens’ 
remarks is sent by council to our U.S. 
senators, our U.S. congress member, 
and the presidents of the Ohio Sen-
ate and the Ohio House. That letter, 
the full text of the petition, plus 
written minutes and a video, can be 
viewed on the city’s website under 
Government, Archived Agendas and 
Minutes, Public Hearings.
 Why do we do this in Cleveland 
Heights? What’s the backstory?
 Starting in 2012, about 50 Cleve-
land Heights Move to Amend vol-
unteers (your neighbors and friends) 
spent hundreds of hours collecting 
the signatures of CH registered vot-
ers. They did so through a process 
called the citizen’s initiative, the 
right to which was established by 
the 1912 Ohio Constitution, still in 
force today. By July 2013, the cam-
paign was able to submit more than 
3,000 signatures to the CH clerk of 
council—more than enough for the 
initiative to make the November 2013 
ballot as a proposed ordinance:
 “Shall the proposed ordinance 
entitled ‘Political Influence by Cor-
porate Entities,’ establishing annual 
public hearings before City Council 
on this subject, and sending a sum-
mary of the public hearing to Con-
gressional and State representatives, 
and calling for an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution declaring that only 
human beings, not corporations, are 
legal persons with Constitutional 
rights, and that money is not the 

HEIgHtS OF 
DEMOCRaCy

equivalent of speech, be adopted?”
 Of the CH citizens who voted 
on the issue, 77 percent, voted “Yes,” 
thus establishing annual Democracy 
Day hearings. Dozens of other cit-
ies across the country and 11 others 
in Ohio have passed similar ballot 
measures, all calling for a consti-
tutional amendment establishing 
that constitutional rights are for 
human beings only, and money does 
not equal free speech, so campaign 
expenditures can be regulated. In 
addition, hundreds of city councils 
nationwide, and 12 in Ohio, have 
passed resolutions containing the 
same language.
 Of course, we cannot amend the 
U.S. Constitution with local action. 
But we can send a message to our 
state and federal elected officials, and 
Democracy Day is one way to do so.
 At the federal level, national 
Move to Amend has worked with 
Congressman Rick Nolan (D-MN) 
who, with 20 co-sponsors, intro-
duced the “We the People Amend-
ment,” House Joint Resolution 48, 
in the 115th (2017–18) Congress. 
Early in 2017, Move to Amend an-
nounced the goal of reaching 35 
co-sponsors before year’s end. That 
was easily achieved and surpassed; 50 
co-sponsors have joined Nolan for a 
total of 51 signers to date—including 
Marcia Fudge (OH-11) and Marcy 
Kaptur (OH-9). The next heavy lift 
will be to get companion legislation 
introduced in the U.S. Senate.
 Last year, 70 people attended 
CH’s Democracy Day, and 26 spoke 
on topics covering a wide range of 
policies that directly affect local 
citizens, including:
•  Privatization of municipal services 

nationally led to the city’s outsourc-
ing of its building department.

•  The cost of running for the Ohio 
House ($1.6 million) and Ohio 
Senate (over $2 million) favors en-
trenched incumbents and shuts out 
newcomers.

•  Tax dollars are being shifted from 
public schools to subsidize charter 
schools and vouchers in an attempt 
to privatize public education.

•  Some CH neighborhoods remain 
ravaged by the effects of foreclo-
sures; two speakers connected 
these conditions, and the city’s in-
ability to fully rectify them, to the 

The backstory to Democracy Day 

us Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems   Bonded • Insured  • OH LIC #24462                          

   We’d like to be your Helping Hann! 
        VEHbrothers.com     

932-9755 21
6

    Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann. 5 generations of family experience.

 
enter to win a FREE furnace! 

Nominees may nominate themselves or someone they know. The nominee 
must live in the Heights area or its neighboring communities. Nominations will be 

considered based on a variety of criteria. These would include, but not limited 
to, physical disabilities, senior citizens, financial challenges, military service, etc.

Maximum value $3500. Nomination forms can be obtained by calling us or 
visiting www.VEHbrothers.com/helping-hann/. Entries due by 3/15/18.  

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling 
                                and plumbing business in Cleveland.

BillChris

  Sharing our good fortune with those in need...

Receive a coupon for $200 off the installation of a furnace, 
boiler or air conditioning system just for nominating 

someone in need.  Coupon expires 6-30-18.

continued on page 9
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Susie Kaeser 

The Internet makes it easy to gain 
access to events that you don’t attend 
in person. I recently spent several 
evenings on the CH-UH City School 
District’s website, viewing recordings 
of board of education meetings going 
back to 2012. I recommend it. To view 
the recordings, go to www.chuh.org and 
select “Board of Education” from the 
“About” menu.
  The board meetings provided a 
body of evidence about our district’s 

tHE COMMON 
gOOD

history and the role of the school 
board for a project I have been work-
ing on. They were fascinating!
  My first observation was that 
board members spend a lot of time 
meeting. They regularly meet twice a 
month. The meetings are long, with 
three hours being typical. On top of 
that, there are special meetings de-
signed to gather community input on 
specific issues, as well as attendance 
at other people’s meetings. Thank 
you, board members, for investing 
the time it takes to prepare, study, 
discuss and manage issues big and 
small. 
  Facilities, finances and staff cuts 
have dominated recent agendas, as 
has the unreliability of funding. The 
board has moved from silence on 
state policy to an outspoken stance 
on the detrimental impact of vouch-
ers and charter schools on public 
education, and the unfair reliance 
on test scores to judge children and 
schools.
 Whatever the subject—strategic 
planning, facilities planning, career 
technical education, academic priori-
ties, grade configurations, contracts 
or staffing—the board invariably 

Local accountability fosters common good
focused on how to engage the com-
munity: how to help us understand an 
issue, clarify expectations, gain input 
on how new buildings should look and 
function, and build consensus around 
solutions or expenditures. 
  This is profound. 
 As the vehicle for public over-
sight for precious public resources, 
the board is responsible for ensuring 
that the interests of the community 
are served by our public schools. The 
videos showed what this looks like. 
The board makes education demo-
cratic. It is one of the critical com-
ponents of making public schools 
public.
  Charter schools and private 
schools are not public. Don’t let 
anyone tell you a charter school is 
public just because it receives public 
funds. Without oversight by any 
entity answerable to the public, a 
charter school misses the boat. We 
should all be furious that public 
funds are spent without public ac-
countability.
  The lack of oversight is danger-
ous. School boards are elected to 
look out for the students. Students 
attending publicly funded nonpublic 
schools lack this protection. Their 
governing boards are more likely con-
cerned with the profitability of their 
school, rather than the education of 
its students.
  Whether you think public 
schools need to improve or that 
charter schools are a good idea, the 
lack of public control makes charter 
schools wrong.
  As I try with increasing frustra-
tion to influence the direction of 
federal policymakers, I am grateful 
that public education is first and 
foremost a local government re-
sponsibility. I am especially grateful 
that our board of education, while 
not always making decisions that I 
support, takes seriously its role as a 
conduit for public engagement. Board 
members represent the public voice 
in oversight of public funds, and they 
know that to do that well they need 
to listen and discern. Their bottom 
line is the students. 
  Former board of education mem-
ber Donalene Poduska reminded me 
that big money has infiltrated local 
school board elections in Colorado, 
California, Louisiana, Minnesota and 
New Jersey. This dangerous intrusion 
into local school decision-making is 
evidence that the ideological push 
to privatize public education is a real 
threat to our most local and acces-
sible form of democratic governance. 
It has clearly infected federal and 
state policy to the detriment of the 
public’s interests. It could happen 
here.
  We can all contribute to mak-
ing our public schools truly public 
by making sure we engage with the 
governing body that we have elected 
to oversee our interests. We must also 
be vigilant in assuring that entities 
that would benefit from destroying 
a public institution do not succeed. 
The only real option is to be in-
formed, engaged and fully aware of 

Ernie Cahoon
216.440.1210

Chris Jurcisin
216.554.0401

A NEW SIGN IN 
THE HEIGHTS 
REAL ESTATE

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

New Client
Welcome
Package!
5-class pack 

for $50 
($75 value)First-time clients only | One offer per person

continued on page 9
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Shop local. Learn local. Choose public.

Ari Klein

We are fortunate to have many locally 
owned businesses in our community. 
From grocery stores to bookstores, 
restaurants to beauty shops, there 
are many people invested in owning 
businesses in the Heights. My wife 
and I believe in supporting those 
independent businesses because, in 
many cases, the owners are people we 
know and trust. It’s also convenient 
to be able to walk to a nearby store 
instead of having to drive a distance 
away.
 It is distressing to us that many 
people use local businesses only as 
a last resort, relying more on giant 
megastores, both online and on 
Warrensville Center Road. Large 
corporations bully suppliers into 
selling their products at lower prices 
and pay their workers less than they 
should with fewer benefits.
 The long-term effects of ignor-
ing local businesses in favor of the 
megastores will be devastating. Short-
term gains of “low prices” will harm 
our friends and neighbors who offer 
goods and services that are unique to 
our needs.
 Our public schools are a little 
like these independent stores that 

I cherish. They reflect the values and 
interests of the community. They are 
governed by a locally elected board, paid 
for with local dollars, and supported by 
generations of alumni. Public schools 
are part of the fabric of the com-
munity, from supporting the football 
team to enjoying a concert. Hundreds 
of volunteers work with the students 
in our schools and are invested in their 
success. Schools are often the centers of 
their neighborhoods and will probably 
become even more connected after our 
CH-UH Community in Schools task 
force makes its recommendations for 
enhanced wrap-around services.
 Private and parochial schools in 
our community have many of the same 
attributes. Many of these institutions 
have served the community for years. 
There is a tradition and a sense of 
belonging. I respect the decision of 
families to send their children to these 
schools for whatever reason. While it is 
their choice, it is also their responsibil-
ity to support that choice financially. 
I believe that families choosing non-
public options should not receive public 
dollars to support these choices. Public 
money should go to support public 
schools. We vote for this!
 There are people and organizations 
that don’t share this vision of public 
education. These are the people who 
see children as dollar signs waiting to 
be plucked away from traditional public 
schools and used to pump up corporate 
profits. Others prey on students with 
special needs, looking for ways of pro-

a tEaCHER’S 
VOICE

  Sharing our good fortune with those in need...

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

First Name: _________________________________________________________

Last Name: _________________________________________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____ _____________________________  Zip Code: ____________ State: OH

Daytime PH: ______________________Evening PH_________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Your Information:

First Name: _________________________________________________________

Last Name: _________________________________________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____ _____________________________  Zip Code: ____________ State: OH

Daytime PH: ______________________Evening PH_________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Your nominee’s information: (if different)

❏ I have read and agree to the terms and conditions of this contest.

Clip this form and submit to: Verne & Ellsworth Hann • 2026 Lee Road • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 or FAX to 216-932-2266 
Additional entry forms can be found at www.vehbrothers.com/helping-hann/.

Receive a coupon for $200 off the installation of a furnace, boiler or air conditioning system just for nominating someone in need. Expires 6/30/18

Please share your story, or that of the person you are nominating, with us:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

enter to win a FREE furnace! 

OH LIC #24462         

 Visit www.VEHbrothers/helping-hann/ for complete terms and conditions.

Entries due by 3/15/18

viding services at taxpayer expense.
 We also have online education 
entrepreneurs, who want money for 
enrolling students, even if they never 
turn on their computers. It would be 
interesting to see a class reunion for one 
of these online schools. Will students 
even know one another?
 Doug Livingston of the Akron Bea-
con Journal wrote in August, “An average 
of 18 charter schools have closed in Ohio 
annually over the past decade.” In the 
next line of the article, he writes that 
there have been 25 charter school clo-
sures per year since 2015. Even a charter 
that lasts 10 years is a relative newcomer 
to a public system that is well over 100 
years old.
 There are some effective charter 
schools around, but they still take 
money away from public school stu-
dents in an inequitable manner. They 
do not have democratically elected 
local governance, and they lack fiscal 
accountability to those of us who foot 
the bill.
 I imagine that if we do not pay 
attention we could end up living in 
Generica Heights, with nothing but a 
few big-box stores, chain restaurants 
and storefront schools. These meager 
offerings would be supplemented 
with online shopping and e-schools. 
Some people would cheer the lower 
taxes and great convenience. Our 
choices make a difference.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community member, 
math teacher at Cleveland Heights High 
School, and president of the Cleveland 
Heights Teachers Union.

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944
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Catholic Schools 
Week Open House
Sunday, January 28th from Noon - 2:00 p.m.

Preschool and kindergarten information 
sessions from 12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

www.communionofsaintsschool.org | 216.932.4177 
2160 Stillman Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

L
GRADES 1-8

PRESCHOO  & KINDERGARTEN

Fostering Faith, Service, and Scholarship.

• We Accept the EdChoice Scholarship
• National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

 

 

 

Honest and Fair 

Kitchens & Baths 
Furnaces � Insulation 

Siding  � Windows �  Roofing 
 

12 months  
same as cash! 
216.397.6349 

WINTER SPECIAL: Bathroom complete - $3,880 

Fairmount Massage

Call for appointment   (216) 371-3940

50% off 
All Massage & 
Spa Services 

with this 
coupon

For spa packages and pricing information visit 
FairmountMassageCleveland.net

2450 Fairmount Boulevard., Suite 180, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106

nOVEmBER 20, 2017
Present were mayor Susan Infeld, Vice mayor 
Susan Pardee, and council members Phillip 
Ertel, John Rach, michele Weiss and mark 
Wiseman. Councilman Steven Sims was ab-
sent; Councilwoman Pamela Cameron arrived 
just after roll call. Also present were Law Direc-
tor Luke mcConville, Finance Director William 
Sheehan, and Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas. 

Message from Mayor Infeld
mayor Infeld congratulated the people who were 
elected to office on nov. 7, wishing the best for 
the officials and for the city. She also announced 
that Gearity elementary school is looking for 
after-school tutors. Those interested should con-
tact Sandy Womack of the school district.

University Square
Council approved two recommendations from 
the planning commission for possible changes 
to University Square. The first is to allow vari-
ances for the area around Key Bank and the 
four-unit building partly occupied by Verizon 
to allow flexibility to potential new owners. 
The second is to move the lot line on the north 
side of the property south “into” the garage, 
meaning part of the garage may be demol-
ished, creating more space and light along 
the north side. Any actual changes will require 
specific approval by council, but this will allow 
for more flexibility in marketing the property. 
Councilman Wiseman noted the number of 
actions council has taken attempting to support 
University Square. He strongly hopes that the 
space will continue to have some retail and not 
be converted fully to residential use.

Police and dispatch contracts
Union members and the administration have 
approved three (3) three-year contracts 
between the city of University Heights and 
patrol officers, sergeants and lieutenants, 
and dispatchers. The city’s labor counsel 
presented the new terms to council as ordi-
nances 2017-43, -44 and -47, on first reading. 
Council has 30 days if it wishes to disapprove 
the contracts; without action, they become 
binding. The primary concerns were wages, 
health care, stipends and hours.

Cuyahoga County project grant
Council decided against authorizing the ap-
plication to Cuyahoga County for a $50,000 
grant to be used for a new gateway plan for 
the Cedar-Warrensville intersection. The pro-
posed grant would have sought funding for 
three new bus shelters, a recycling receptacle, 
a sign, and trees. The grant couldn’t be [made] 
for the Cedar-Taylor intersection because the 
city has already budgeted $25,000 for that 
project, making it ineligible. Council would 
like to develop an overall “brand” for the city 
before undertaking any additional projects.

LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.

DECEmBER 4, 2017
Present were mayor Susan Infeld, Vice mayor 
Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela 
Cameron, Phillip Ertel, John Rach, Steven 
Sims, michele Weiss and mark Wiseman. 
Also present were Law Director Luke mc-
Conville, Finance Director William Sheehan, 
and Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas. 

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call Jared Lavender

Property tax for seniors
The Cleveland Water Department is working 
with Cleveland City Council to manage the 
homestead rate for those formerly served by 
the Cleveland Heights Water Department. The 
homestead rate reduces property taxes for low-
income seniors and people with disabilities.

UH Citizens of the Year
Bonnye Klein and Sarah Staples were named 
2017 UH Citizens of the year for their work 
co-chairing the City Beautiful Commission 
and the Beautiful Home Awards program.

Police contracts approved
Council authorized union contracts with the 
Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association for 
patrol officers, sergeants and lieutenants, and 
dispatchers, on second reading.

90-day budget passed
Council approved a temporary budget, from 
Jan. 1, to march 31, 2018, on second read-
ing. mayor-elect michael Dylan Brennan will 
begin preparing the city’s budget when he 
takes the reins in January.

Tree pruning and removal
Council approved a motion to advertise for 
bids for tree pruning and removal. Service 
Director Jeffrey Pokorny said that 500 
trees would be pruned and/or removed 
throughout the city at a cost of $50,000. 
Councilman Wiseman requested that the 
arborists meet with community members to 
discuss the project.

Car thefts in University Heights
Police Chief Steve Hammet reported that six 
cars were stolen on nov. 28 and 29, near 
Green and Cedar roads. Three of the cars 
were stolen from the Speedway gas station, 
one from Heinen’s, and one from the John 
Carroll University annex. The police chief 
noted that the cars had been left running. He 
reported that a woman from Lyndhurst was 
also carjacked at the John Carroll annex on 
Green Road. Four of the six cars have been 
recovered, with minimal damage. He said 
that while the city hasn’t made arrests, it has 
leads and possible suspects. These thefts 
have occurred in five to six local suburbs.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
 These meeting summaries are ab-
stracted from LWV observers’ written re-
ports. The summaries have been edited and 
prepared by Anne mcFarland, Charlene 
morse and maryann Barnes. To receive 
e-mail postings of full reports, send an e-
mail to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join 
through Google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistri-
bution of these reports.
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Hanna Perkins is for all children 
—those developing typically 
and those who need some help 
with social-emotional skills. We 
work closely with parents, and 
focus on each child’s emotional 
development for a lifetime of 

happiness and success.

Open House
Wednesday, Feb. 7

4-6 pm; Q&A 5pm

Watch ’em thrive at 
Hanna Perkins School
Kindergarten • Preschool • Toddler
Our focus on emotional intelligence helps children 
recognize and manage their feelings, for success in 
school and life. 

• Autism Spectrum Disorders dedicated classroom
• Parenting support
• Child & adolescent therapeutic services

www.hannaperkins.org 
216-991-4472 • Shaker Heights

Cedar Fairmount’s Alfonzo Wilson is 
nation’s longest-serving letter carrier

Kaye Lowe 

At the age of 80, Cedar Fairmount 
letter carrier Alfonzo (A.T. “Ted-
dy”) Wilson is the longest-serving 
active letter carrier in the United 
States
 On Nov. 17, the U.S. Postal 
Service honored him at a special 
ceremony, presenting him with 
a 60-year service pin and a table 
clock inscribed, “Thank You for 
Your 60 Years of Service.” His fel-
low workers held a buffet lunch and 
reception for him.
 Current and former postal 
employees were among the more 
than 200 people who attended the 
ceremony in Wilson’s honor. 
 Asked by Les Wolf, his current 
manager, how many managers he 
has had, Wilson replied, “I don’t 
know, but now you are number 
one.” 
 Cedar Fairmount customers 
value Wilson’s tireless effort, his 
attention to detail (no one gets the 
wrong mail), and cheerfulness.
 Wilson has delivered mail in 
Cleveland Heights since 1980, but 
has a much longer history with the 
postal service. He began working 
as a mail sorter at the age of 18, 

after graduating from high school, 
and has delivered mail in Shaker 
Heights, Bratenahl and Cleveland 
Heights.
 Offered management posi-
tions, Wilson has always refused, 
saying he did not want to be in-
volved with the politics that come 
into play as a manager.

Kaye Lowe is the director of the Ce-
dar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District.

teddy Wilson delivering mail in Cedar Fairmount. 
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January & February Hours:  
Tuesday-Sunday 10-5 ▪  Closed Monday 

13410 Cedar Road ▪  216.932.0039 ▪  www.bremec.com 

Beautiful & Functional 
 

Disinfects Air Without  
Electricity or Flame  

 

 Doesn’t mask Odors - 
Eliminates Them! 

Stop in to Learn How it Works—You’ll Love it! 

Start the New Year with a  
Fresh & Fragrant Home 

french FRIES

CROSS-EYED
you’ll go

DELICIOUS

Best French Fries in NE Ohio 
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family 
Friendly Restaurant
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13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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Cure the winter blues: 
Brighten up the walls

Get $20 off on 
framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

Free	  books	  mailed	  	  
to	  your	  young	  child!	  

If	  your	  child	  is	  	  
4	  years	  old	  or	  younger	  

And	  lives	  in	  	  
44106,	  44120,	  CH-‐UH,	  

East	  Cle.,	  Euclid	  or	  Shaker,	  visit	  

heightsfamily.org	  
for	  registra6on	  informa6on	  

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Let Tri-C® help you jump start your future! 

We know deciding to go to college can be hard. Enrolling shouldn’t 
be. Tri-C staff can help you complete your enrollment process 
quickly and efficiently in time for January classes. Transportation 
assistance is available.  

tri-c.edu/jumpstartmetro
216-987-4141

Metropolitan Campus 2900 Community College Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115  

17-2308

New Year,
New You!

nOVEmBER 20, 2017
Council members present were mayor Cheryl 
L. Stephens, Vice mayor Jason Stein, mary 
Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Carol Roe and michael 
n. Ungar. melissa yasinow was absent.

Public comments
Civil immigration enforcement: Three residents 
commented on this topic. Stuart Greenberg 
discussed his support for council’s proposed 
civil immigration enforcement legislation. 
He stated his belief that everyone should be 
treated equally, regardless of immigration 
status, and that equal treatment leads to 
improved public safety and criminal justice 
enforcement. Anne Hill reported that, earlier 
in the day, leaders of Forest Hill Presbyterian 
Church attempted to deliver an application 
for a stay of removal to the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) office in 
Brooklyn, on behalf of Leonora Garcia. ICE 
officials refused to receive the application. 
Hill urged council to take a stand and pass 
the civil immigration enforcement ordinance. 
Susan Radbourne also spoke in favor of the 
legislation.
 Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus: Lee 
Chilcote spoke on behalf of the Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Campus initiative regarding the 
group’s proposal (submitted to council at a 
meeting on nov. 6) to extend the occupancy 
of the Coventry School tenants to June 30, 
2019, rather than the current date of June 
30, 2018. The group wants to move forward 
and has developed a strategy that involves 
Heights Libraries [taking] ownership of the 
property. Chilcote reported that the library 
board, which met earlier in the evening, has 
authorized its executive director to negotiate 
an agreement. Chilcote expressed hope that, 
before the end of 2017, city council will sup-
port extending the tenants’ occupancy and 
will decide to hold back on the issuance of 
a request for qualifications/proposal from 
prospective developers for the site. mayor 
Stephens noted that council has requested 
a meeting with the school board for nov. 
27 to discuss the potential transfer or sale 
of the property to the city, making it possible 
for negotiations with the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
Campus group to go forward. [Since this 
council meeting, the school board and city 
council met in executive session on nov. 27.]

Charter review commission
Council member Roe noted that the charter 
review commission had its first meeting on 
Wednesday, nov. 16, and the facilitator, 
Larry Keller, gave an overview of the charter 
review process and answered questions. The 
video of the meeting is now on the city’s web-
site, on the page devoted to charter review.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

DECEmBER 4, 2017
Council members present were Cheryl L. 
Stephens, mayor; mary Dunbar; Carol Roe; 
Kahlil Seren; michael n. Ungar; and melissa 
yasinow. Jason Stein, vice mayor, was absent.

Public comments
Charter review commission: Resident melody 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Hart stated she appreciates the video avail-
ability of charter review commission meetings 
on the city website. She encouraged the city 
to post videos of all committee meetings, 
including committee of the whole.

2018 operating and capital budget 
and appropriation
City manager Tanisha Briley presented the 
2018 operating and capital budget, the 
theme of which is “Onward.” She discussed 
advancing city council relations, continuing 
to build fiscal sustainability, diversifying and 
strengthening the tax base, continuing to 
improve operational efficiency and effective-
ness, developing plans to address major 
infrastructure needs, promoting Cleveland 
Heights’ market strengths and opportunities, 
and implementing the goals and actions 
prioritized in the city’s master plan.
 The total budget for 2018 is $76 million, 
the general fund is balanced at $43.3 million, 
and the capital funding budget is $8.5 million. 
Ten positions continue to be held vacant.
 Later in the meeting, council approved 
expenditures for the 2018 budget.

Zoning code amendments
Zoning code amendments were given a 
second reading, but not voted upon because 
they need more work.

Charter review commission
The next meeting will be Dec. 7, at 7 p.m. 
The agenda and archived videos are on the 
city website.

NOPEC Gas Aggregation Program
Three ordinances dealing with a future natural 
gas aggregation program agreement with the 
northeast Ohio Public Energy Council (nO-
PEC) received first readings only. nOPEC is 
a council of governments (COG). As a new 
member, Cleveland Heights must adopt the 
governance plan and approve the bylaws for 
the natural gas program as well as execute 
the natural gas program agreement in order 
to proceed. Two public hearings will be 
scheduled in the new year.

Sanitary and storm sewer maintenance
Cuyahoga County will perform certain 
services to help maintain the city’s sanitary 
and storm sewers and catch basins. Council 
approved the 2018 agreement at a cost not 
exceed $300,000.

Mayor’s report and holiday wishes
mayor Stephens gave a short address in 
which she noted that the best gift is democ-
racy. She gave highlights of the year in city 
government and thanked voters for believing 
in and reelecting council members. She and 
council members Dunbar, Roe, Ungar and 
yasinow all wished residents happy holidays.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries on-
line at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 6.

#1 

Roofing

Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-icing Cables installed

10% off w/ this ad
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Cuyahoga Arts & Culture awards grants to Heights organizations

Deanna Bremer Fisher

On Nov. 13, Cuyahoga Arts & Culture 
(CAC) announced that it would award 
more than 12 million dollars in grants 
to a record-number 258 nonprofit 
organizations in Cuyahoga County 
through its 2018 grant programs. The 
grant awards include $376,459 to 20 
Heights-based organizations, which 
may not be surprising given that the 
city of Cleveland Heights bills itself 
as “home to the arts.” 
 Four of the 20 Heights orga-
nizations are based at Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Campus: Lake Erie Ink, 
Ensemble Theatre, FutureHeights 
and Reaching Heights.
 “Cuyahoga Arts & Culture con-
gratulates our 2018 grant recipients,” 
said Joseph P. Gibbons, president of 
CAC’s Board of Trustees. “We are 
proud to be investing these public 
dollars to connect residents to vibrant 
and diverse arts and cultural experi-
ences throughout the next year.”
 CAC made the grants through its 
2018 Project Support (PSI and PSII) 
and its 2018 General Operating Sup-
port programs. Organizations eligible 
for operating support are 501(c)3 non-
profits that have a primary mission 
of arts or culture and have been in 
operation for more than three years. 
Five Heights-based organizations will 
receive operating support for 2018: 

Apollo’s Fire, $100,916; Heights Arts, 
$24,303; Dobama Theatre, $37,954; 
Roots of American Music, $22,370; 
and Lake Erie Ink, $25,027.
 Organizations that conduct 
specific arts or cultural programs 
that benefit the community, whose 
primary mission may or may not be 
exclusively arts and culture, are eli-
gible for PSI or PSII grants, based on 
the size of their budget related to arts 
and culture projects. PSI grants are 
awarded in amounts up to $30,000. 
PSII grants are awarded in amounts 
up to $5,000.
 Six Heights-based organizations 
will receive PSI grants for 2018: 
ChamberFest Cleveland, $27,249, for 
“Season Seven: Freedom & Justice;” 
CityMusic Cleveland, $30,000, for 
“Two Faiths, One Spirit;” Cleveland 
Chamber Music Society, $14,940, 
for “The Complete Beethoven Piano 
Trios in Back-to-Back Evenings;” 
Ensemble Theatre, $16,341, for “Who 
are we, the people? A Cleveland dia-
logue on major themes in Kushner’s 
epic ‘Angels in America’;” Heights 
Youth Theatre, $16,709, for “The 
Journey Home;” and Kulture Kids, 
$17,650, for “A.J. Rickoff is the Place: 
A Community with VIBRANT 
GREEN SPACE!.”
 Nine Heights-based organiza-
tions will receive PSII grants for 2018: 
Blue Streak Ensemble; $5,000, for its 

“Voice of 
the Lake” 
p r o g r a m ; 
C e d a r 
Fairmount 
Special Im-
provement 
District, $4,000, for its annual festival; 
Coventry Village Special Improve-
ment District, $5,000, for its annual 
summer series; DJAPO Cultural Arts 
Institute, $5,000, for its 9th annual 
Cleveland African Dance & Drum 
Festival; FiveOneMusic, $4,000, for 
its “Music of Other Worlds” program; 
NO EXIT New Music Associa-
tion, $5,000, for Cleveland Compos-
ers Concert Series; FutureHeights, 
$5,000, for its annual Heights Music 
Hop event; Playwrights Local 4181, 
$5,000, for the Double-Bill Theater 
Production of one-act plays by Faye 
Sholiton and Robert Hawkes; and 
Reaching Heights, $5,000, for its sum-
mer music camp program.
 CAC was approved by Cuyahoga 
County voters in 2006 and, since 
2007, CAC has invested $170 million 
in 375 organizations presenting arts 
and cultural activities in Cuyahoga 
County. For more information, visit 
www.cacgrants.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

Beth El’s food drive 
honors MLK’s legacy
Carol Bruml

Beth El - The Heights Synagogue 
will sponsor a food drive in honor of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday 
on Sunday, Jan. 14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
All donations will go to the Heights 
Emergency Food Center.
 In addition to food donations, 
checks made out to the Heights 
Emergency Food Center will be wel-
comed. Donations of money enable 
the center to purchase large quanti-
ties of food at a discounted cost. Do-
nations of food are also appreciated, 
as they help meet a more immediate 
need.
 Those wishing to make a dona-
tion should simply drive up to Beth 
El – The Heights Synagogue, at 3246 
Desota Ave., any time between 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m. Someone will be there 
to collect the donations—there will 
be no need to get out of the car, or 
be inconvenienced in any way.
 Each year, Beth El has been able 
to donate more food and funds than 
in previous years, and would like to 
beat last year’s record in collecting 
donations for this good cause. Will 
you help?

Carol Bruml is the communications chair 
and newsletter editor for Beth El - The 
Heights Synagogue.

st. paul’s continued from page 1
If we were to close, which we are 
determined not to do, that would 
leave Cleveland Heights with just 
one cooperative preschool.” That 
school, Fairmount Cooperative 
Preschool, is currently at capacity, 
serving 44 students.
 Already this year, two nearby pre-
schools have closed their doors. Both 
Parents’ Day Out Preschool in nearby 
Shaker Heights and the Church of 
the Saviour Co-operative Preschool 
closed in May 2017. Both of these 
preschools were secular, like SPCP, 
and located on church properties.
 A cooperative preschool is 
unique in that it relies on families 
to run the school alongside a pro-
fessional teaching staff. A benefit of 
a co-op is that tuition is typically 
lower than at other [types of] pre-
schools, largely because of family 
participation. SPCP fosters a sense 
of community for its participants, 
as families support teaching staff 
in the classroom during the school 
day, act as custodians, repair and 
maintain the school grounds, supply 
classroom materials, and fundraise 
throughout the year. SPCP parents 
also have the opportunity to be on a 
parent board that helps make deci-

sions for the co-op.
 The role played by churches 
in the secular preschools run on 
their properties is a significant one. 
Over the years, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church has been a generous partner 
with SPCP, helping keep costs down 
by charging a modest rent and pro-
viding amenities such as heat, water, 
and trash removal services for no 
additional cost. This has benefited 
thousands of families and their chil-
dren during the 61-year relationship.
 SPCP’s board, parents and staff 
are hoping for grace from St. Paul’s 
church in the form of one more year 
in its current building so that SPCP 
can continue to serve families while 
they search f0r a new location. They 
also are seeking information about 
potential spaces for the school’s 
new location, and strongly prefer 
to remain in the Cleveland Heights 
area. If you have any relevant infor-
mation, contact Deb Binkofsky at 
216-932-0002.

Emily Lampe is an education consultant 
and parent who has been a resident of 
Cleveland Heights since 2013. She cur-
rently has a child enrolled at St. Paul’s 
Cooperative Preschool.

best of the heights continued from page 1

more of my hard-earned money is 
staying here in the community, not 
just paying local employees, but also 
purchasing local goods and services 
and contributing to local causes.”
 According to a study conducted 
by the Institute for Local Self-
Reliance, an independent business 
creates twice as many jobs for the 
same amount of revenue as the inter-
national online retailer Amazon.
 “It’s great to step back and ap-
preciate our local businesses,” said 
Micah Kirman, chair of the Future-
Heights Planning & Development 
Committee. “These entrepreneurs 
have invested themselves in our com-

munity and made us what we are. The 
unique businesses we have here don’t 
exist anywhere else. I mean, where 
else but on Coventry can you get a 
Tommy’s milkshake?”
 To vote in the FutureHeights 
2018 Best of the Heights awards, 
visit www.futureheights.org or fill out 
and return the paper ballot on the 
last page of this issue. For more in-
formation, call FutureHeights at 216-
320-1423 or send an e-mail to info@
futureheights.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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Destiny Burns, owner of ClE Urban Winery, won best new business in 2017.

political influence of the financial 
industry.

 If the concept of an American 
government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people seems a 
more distant ideal than ever, you can 
help bring it a little closer. Whether 
you want to speak up or just listen, 
don’t miss Democracy Day at Cleve-

land Heights City Hall on Thursday, 
Jan. 25, at 7 p.m.

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and a life-
long Cleveland Heights resident. Deborah 
Van Kleef is a musician and writer, who 
has lived in Cleveland Heights for most 
of her life. Contact them at heightsdemoc-
racy@gmail.com.

heights democracy continued from page 3
what makes our public institutions 
sacred and worthy. We must demand 
that our elected representatives share 
this belief. 
  Public education is best created 
and improved by people who are close 
to daily life in schools. That’s why local 
control of schools is so powerful. It’s 
easiest to act locally. Tune in and care. 

the common good continued from page 3

We can nurture our children and our 
educators and make sure decisions 
benefit the common good.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and former director 
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the 
national board of Parents for Public 
Schools.
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COMMUNIty NEWS

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm 

boltandspool.com

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties

process 4-color
red:  C=0   M=100  Y=96  K= 33
green:  C=43   M=0  Y=34  K= 38
blue:  C=57   M=0  Y=6  K= 19 

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

PHOTOS COURTESY OF Downie Photography and Karin McKenna

WADE OVAL WINTER

FIND YOURSELF  
IN THE CIRCLE

Visit universitycircle.org for a full schedule and details.

THE RINK AT WADE OVAL
OPEN THROUGH MARCH 4
FRIDAYS: 3-9 p.m.
SATURDAYS: Noon-7 p.m.
SUNDAYS: Noon-5 p.m.

OPEN MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY  
& PRESIDENTS’ DAY: Noon-7 p.m.

FREE: Learn-to-Skate Lessons each Saturday at Noon
VALENTINE’S PINK THE RINK: February 9-11
VALENTINE’S DAY SKATE: February 14

ADMISSION: $2 SKATE RENTALS: $3 
Show your Rink wristband at nearby museums  
for special discounts and promotions.

Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS
GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY

Warm and Welcoming Office
Tailored to Busy Families
Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Gentle Comprehensive Care
Life Changing Smile Makeovers
Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net 
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

One step away from an amazing smile

Experience the Newest Technologies

216.321.2545
Located near  
John Carroll

Easy free parking

Jan. 23 public forum to focus on civic  
engagement and neighborhood organizing
Sruti Basu

FutureHeights invites neighbor-
hood residents who are interested 
in building a strong community 
through civic engagement and 
neighborhood organizing to attend 
a free public forum and workshop 
on Tuesday, Jan. 23, from 7:30-8:30 
p.m., at The BottleHouse Brewing 
Company, 2050 Lee Road.
 Attendees of the Community-
Building for Change forum will par-
ticipate in an interactive workshop 
that will cover topics such as civic 
engagement, effective organizing, 
and creatively solving challenges.
 The workshop will benefit in-
terested residents by helping them 
gain the knowledge and skills need-
ed to create and maintain strong, 
effective neighborhood groups that 

can empower residents to take ac-
tion to support and improve their 
community.
 Brenda May, one of the leaders  
of Noble Neighbors; Kaela Geshke, 
wealth initiatives and community 
network builder of Neighborhood 
Connections; and Travelle Harp, 
director of Northeast Ohio Alliance 
for Hope (NOAH), will collabora-
tively lead the interactive workshop 
and discussion. 

Sruti Basu is the director of community-
building programs at FutureHeights.

School superintendents will discuss their 
challenges to state policy at Jan. 29 forum

Susie Kaeser 

When it comes to public educa-
tion, Ohio state policymakers have 
passed laws that shrink resources 
for local schools, diminish local 
control, impose limiting graduation 
requirements, reduce the evalua-
tion of the quality of education in 
a school district to a letter grade, 
and attempt to standardize educa-
tion and outcomes. 
  As the policies have taken hold, 
their detrimental effects are being 
felt across the state. School leaders 
from diverse school districts are be-
ginning to challenge mandates that 
work against the best interests of 
their students and diminish public 
education. 
  On Jan. 29, three Northeast 
Ohio school superintendents will 
discuss what they have done to 
advocate for their students and 
quality public education. The pub-
lic forum, Superintendents Fight 
Back, will take place in the Cleve-
land Heights High School cafeteria, 
7–8:30 p.m.
  Superintendents Jim Lloyd, 
Walter Davis and Talisa Dixon, 

from Olmsted Falls, Woodridge 
and Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights, respectively, will discuss 
their concerns and actions. Tom 
Schmida, past president of the 
Cleveland Heights Teachers Union, 
AFT Local 795, will moderate the 
program.
  The forum is the first in a three-
part series that will explore Educa-
tion in a Democracy, sponsored by 
the Heights Coalition for Public 
Education. Additional forums are 
scheduled for Feb. 12 and Feb. 26. 
The forums are free and open to 
the public. Child care is available 
by reservation; call 216-321-0020.  
  The coalition comprises par-
ents, community members and 
educators who are committed to a 
system of public schools that pro-
vide all children an education that 
gives them the opportunity to suc-
ceed in life. For more information 
visit the coalition’s website, www.
chuh.net/coalition.

Susie Kaeser is a regular contributor 
to the Heights Observer and the co-
convener of the Heights Coalition for 
Public Education.
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 

Senior Happenings, sponsored by the 
city of University Heights, are open to 
all senior citizens. Events take place 
on Thursdays at 2 p.m. at the Univer-
sity Heights Library. To receive the 
monthly schedule by e-mail, call 216-
932-7800, ext. 205, or send an e-mail 
to info@universityheights.com.
 Speakers for the January pro-
grams are listed below; for a full de-
scription, view the calendar at www.
universityheights.com.
 Jan. 4: Michael Brennan, the 
new mayor of University Heights.
 Jan. 11: Ann Porath, who man-
ages the volunteer attorneys of the 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.
 Jan. 18: Katie Windahl, coordi-
nator of Tri-C’s English as a Second 
Language program.
 Jan. 25: Krista Hawthorne, ex-
ecutive director of Reaching Heights.

Amy Jenkins

Helping older adults successfully age 
in place is a shared goal of Fairhill 
Partners and Cleveland Heights Se-
nior Activity Center (SAC). For sev-
eral years, the two organizations have 
teamed up to offer health workshops 
for seniors, to help participants bet-
ter manage their health, reduce fear 
of falling, increase physical activity, 
and improve their quality of life.
 In January, Fairhill Partners will 
bring a six-session Chronic Pain Self-
Management (CPSM) workshop, de-
veloped at Stanford University, to SAC.
 Chronic pain—pain lasting six 
months or more from a variety of 
causes—can cause one to feel ir-
ritable, tired, isolated, or helpless, 
and prevent individuals from doing 
things they enjoy. Workshop par-
ticipants will learn proven techniques 
for safely and effectively managing 
pain, in sessions that will cover 
nutrition; managing medications; 
decision-making; communicating 
with family, friends and doctors; and 
evaluating new treatments. Partici-
pants will also learn and practice a 
safe, no-impact exercise program for 
strength, endurance and flexibility.
 The CPSM workshop will meet 

weekly on Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., Jan. 9 through Feb. 20. Call 
216-691-7377 to register.
 SAC, located in the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center at 1 Mon-
ticello Blvd., offers a variety of pro-
gramming for those 60 and older, and 
is open Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. A complete schedule of 
programs is published in the commu-
nity center’s newsletter, and available 
online at www.clevelandheights.com.
 SAC membership is $5 for Cleve-
land Heights residents 60 and older. 
To sign up, bring a recent piece of 
mail (such as a bill) and a photo ID.
 University Heights residents 
who would like to join SAC must 
first register with Patrick Grogan-
Myers, University Heights com-
munity development coordinator, at 
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership 
is $10 for University Heights seniors. 

 Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland 
Heights Office on Aging and the Senior Ac-
tivity Center.  She can be reached at 216-691-
7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvhts.com.

UH Senior 
Happenings

CH Senior Center News

 

SUITES AVAILABLE 

 
12000 Fairhill Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
office@montlackrealty.com 

 

Shaker Heights 
Cleveland Heights 
Lakewood 
Cleveland 

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 
• Walking distance to CWRU, 

Shaker Square and RTA 
• Refinished Kitchens 
• Hardwood Floors 
• Parking 
• Laundry Facilities 
• Dishwasher and Disposal 

 

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 

superbly 
maintained 

and well 
located 

apartments!” 

 

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS! 

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS  

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

Mac’s Backs 
Poetry Night!  

2nd Wednesdays 
Monthly 7pm 
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HEIGHTS LIRARIES

Library eliminates overdue fines

Library again earns top ranking 

Sheryl Banks

Cleveland Heights-Universit y 
Heights Public Library System cus-
tomers have more to celebrate than 
just the New Year. As of Jan. 2, 
Heights Libraries will have joined 
a growing number of Ohio public 
libraries that have eliminated over-
due fines for most late materials.
 “Overdue fines are punitive, 
and can become a barrier to many 
people, especially young and low-
income people who want to use the 
library but can’t afford to pay off 
their fines or are simply afraid that 
they’re no longer welcome,” said 
Heights Libraries Director Nancy 
Levin. “What we really care about 
is getting our materials back so 
everyone can use and enjoy them. 
As long as customers return our 
items, we no longer see a need to 
charge overdue fines.”
 Customers will still see fines 
on their accounts, but those fines 
will disappear once overdue items 
a re returned. A long w ith the 
elimination of most fines and fees, 
the library has also increased the 
number of times most items can be 
renewed, from five to ten times.
 Circulation Manager Ty Em-
erson noted that over the past two 
years the library has added options 
such as temporary cards for non-
Ohio residents, educator cards that 
give teachers special extended loan 
periods, and eMedia cards that can 
be obtained online, and this new 
policy is simply the latest effort to 
ensure community members can 
use library services and materials 
more easily. “It signals a further 

Sheryl Banks

For the ninth consecutive year, 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System has 
received the highest possible rating 
in Library Journal’s Index of Public 
Library Service. The five-star rat-
ing is given to the top U.S. libraries 
each year.
 Heights Libraries has earned 
five stars in nine out of the ten years 
that Library Journal—a national 
trade journal that reports news 
about the library world, emphasiz-
ing public libraries—has published 
its ratings.
 Libraries are categorized by 
yearly expenditure and rated on 
f ive criteria: circulation, visits, 
program attendance, Internet ter-
minal use (public computers), and 
eCirc (eMedia, such as eBooks). 
Heights Libraries circulation came 
in at 29.3 per capita, meaning that 
roughly 29 items were circulated 
for every resident in the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights service 
area. Visits per capita averaged 17, 
program attendance averaged 1.2, 
and public computer use was 4.8.
 “This shows what we’ve always 
known: people in our community 

shift in focus from chastisement 
and restrictions to forgiveness and 
easier access,” said Emerson.
 The new fine-free policy does 
have some restrictions, and it only 
applies to items owned by Heights 
Libraries. Through its membership 
in the CLEVNET consortium, 
Heights Libraries customers have 
access to items at other participat-
ing Northeast Ohio libraries via a 
hold system. If a customer borrows 
an item from a library that charges 
fines, the customer must pay those 
fines—Heights Libraries cannot 
waive them. This applies to any 
item obtained through the inter-
library loan service, as well.
 Heights Libraries customers 
will still be charged fees for dam-
aged or lost items, and late fees for 
video games and wireless hotspots 
stil l apply. The library has also 
lowered the fine amount that trig-
gers a card account to be blocked, 
from $15 to $10, and a card will also 
be blocked if the customer has 20 
or more items overdue.
 “We’re hoping these changes 
will encourage people to return 
their overdue items more quickly,” 
said Emerson. “Once they do, they 
get a clean slate, and can check out 
their next 100 items.”
 More details about the fine-
free policy can be found on the 
library’s website, www.heightsli-
brary.org, and at any branch.

Sheryl Banks is the communications 
manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library 
System.

are using the library more than 
ever,” said Heights Libraries Direc-
tor Nancy Levin. “For many cus-
tomers we’re that ‘third place,’ the 
place besides work and home where 
they like to be. We are always busy, 
and I don’t see that trend reversing 
anytime soon.
 “On any given day, at any branch, 
you’ll find people with a wide variety 
of needs being satisfied: Internet 
access to apply for jobs or benefits, 
books and early literacy information 
for their little ones, a free computer 
class to help them keep their job 
skills fresh, or an interesting pro-
gram that gives them something to 
think about.”
 Three other Cuyahoga County 
l ibraries also received f ive-star 
awards: Cleveland Public Library, 
Cuyahoga County Library, and 
Westlake’s Porter Public Library. 
Ohio libraries did well in general, 
compared to the rest of the nation: 
Ohio was second only to New York 
State in the number of libraries 
that received star ratings, 25 vs. 31, 
respectively.
 The entire report on America’s 
star libraries can be found on Library 
Journal’s website, lj.libraryjournal.
com.

NOVEMBER 20, 2017

Present were President Ron Holland, Sec-
retary Chris Mentrek, Susan Beatty, Max 
Gerboc and Jim Roosa. Vice President 
Abby Botnick was absent.

Library issues are successful in  
November general election
Heights Libraries Director Nancy Levin 
reported that voters approved all 22 
public library issues on November gener-
al election ballots in Ohio. The unofficial 
results show an average voter approval 
rate of 67 percent. The successful library 
issues included one bond and 21 levies, 
comprising seven new levies, nine renew-
als, two replacements, two renewals with 
increases, and one replacement with an 
increase. Locally, the Cleveland Public Li-
brary and Geauga County Libraries both 
passed levies.

University Heights branch opening
More than 200 community members at-
tended the opening of the renovated 
University Heights branch earlier this 
month. Mayor Susan Infeld read a reso-
lution naming Nov. 21, 2017 University 
Heights Library Day. Guests enjoyed 
crafts, snacks and the Barbershoppers 
music group from Heights High. A final 
report of costs will be submitted to the 
library board of trustees before the end 
of the year.

New trustees sought for library board
The deadline for applications to the li-
brary board of trustees was Nov. 21. An 
information session was held for interest-
ed parties at the Lee Road Library. The 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Board of Education interviewed appli-
cants on Dec. 5.

Two are honored at Fund for Fu-
ture of Heights Libraries event
John Jarvey and Marilyn McLaughlin 
were honored by the Fund for the Future 
of Heights Libraries at a dinner held at the 

Doan Center of John Carroll University on 
Sunday, Nov. 5. The dinner was attended 
by 54 individuals and raised more than 
$2,000 for the foundation.

On the Same Page
The fall “On the Same Page” initiative, 
centered on the graphic novel March: 
Book Three by John Lewis, Andrew 
Aydin, and Nate Powell, continued 
during the month of October. On Oct. 
5, Heights Community Congress had a 
free screening of the 2014 film “Selma” 
at the Cedar Lee Theatre, followed by 
a moderated discussion. On Oct. 20, 
Compass Consulting led an immersive 
role-play and discussion program “Sel-
ma to Montgomery: What Does It Take 
to March?” It [invited] attendees to ex-
amine what it took for dedicated people 
to stand up to injustice and racism. Also, 
Emma Keeshin of the ACLU of Ohio fa-
cilitated “Know Your Rights: What to Do 
If Stopped by the Police” on Oct. 26. 
Discussions for teens and adults looked 
at the dos and don’ts of interacting with 
law enforcement officials.

Hotspot lending program
Due to increased demand and popularity 
of the hotspot lending program, the library 
instituted a hold system for the program at 
the beginning of the month. Developed 
and coordinated by Jackie Mayse, tech 
librarian, customers can now place a hold 
by calling the library or speaking with staff 
at any Heights Libraries location.

LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expand-
ed postings of meeting summaries  
online at www.heightsobserver.org. 
See disclaimer on page 6.
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do you like the     Heights Observer?
 
Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project. 

All proceeds are returned to the community  
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain  
the Observer and other important projects.

donate now by joining FutureHeights  
at bit.ly/observer-backer

When you advertise in the Observer,  
your money stays in the community.
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Mykaila Davis, the November Cavs All-Star 
Kid, with Cleveland Cavaliers player J.R. Smith.

Cathan Cavanaugh

Oxford Elementary School fifth-grad-
er Mykaila Davis was the Cavaliers All-
Star Kid for the month of November.

 Davis’ Spanish teacher, Juana 
Cuervo, nominated her for the award, 
stating on the application, “Mykaila is 
involved in Student Council, Spanish 
Club and Reading Challenge. Mykaila 
is kind and supportive to other stu-
dents and also helps tutor them. She is 
dedicated to her classwork, is willing 
to do whatever it takes to succeed and 
never gives up.”
  Davis was recognized at the 
Cavaliers’ Nov. 17 game against the 
Clippers, at Quicken Loans Arena.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the communications 
administrative assistant for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.

Oxford fifth-grader is Cavs All-Star Kid
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

From the outside, Oyler School in Cin-
cinnati looks like an ordinary building, 
but from the inside, it’s “breathtaking,” 
according to Beverly Wright, CH-UH 
Board of Education member. She and 
four other members of the district’s Com-
munity In Schools Task Force recently 
visited Cincinnati for an in-depth look 
at “the Cadillac of wrap-around schools.”
 Oyler gained national recogni-
tion for its groundbreaking embrace 
of wrap-around services: full-scale 
health clinics (including mental, 
dental and vision care), child care, en-
richment programming, one-to-one 
mentoring, and other services that 
meet a vast array of student needs.
 The CH-UH district began look-
ing at this model two years ago, led by 
Teachers Union President Ari Klein 
and Superintendent Talisa Dixon. The 
task force, comprising more than 30 
district staff, community members, 
and representatives from potential 
partner agencies, began meeting last 
spring and plans to present a proposal 
to the school board by April.
 The United Way of Greater Cleve-
land is guiding the process to help 
the district identify student and fam-
ily needs, explore ways to meet those 
needs, and develop a plan specific to 
its individual buildings. United Way 
representatives will spend the next few 
months interviewing civic and business 
leaders, conducting focus groups with 
district parents, and surveying teachers 
to determine priorities. The task force 

will then use this information to propose 
a model that could work for CH-UH.
 While the CH-UH district already 
offers various features of wrap-around 
services, including the Greater Cleve-
land Food Bank school market and 
Cleveland Clinic mobile unit at Bou-
levard and Oxford elementary schools, 
one key goal of the task force is to devise 
a plan that would coordinate wrap-
around services and include an evalu-
ation component to ensure programs 
meet identified needs.
 Aside from an initial investment 
in planning and construction, all of 
Oyler’s wrap-around programs are 
self-sustaining. Each agency comes up 
with its own funding, by billing health 
insurance and Medicaid, charging fees 
for its services, or relying on its own 
pool of outside donors. The schools 
simply provide the space and coordi-
nate a steady stream of clients.
 At Oyler, the CH-UH visitors no-
ticed a sense of collaboration and co-
ordination among staff members. Lisa 
Hunt, family engagement specialist 
for the CH-UH district, noted, “The 
community, school staff and partner 
agencies have managed to achieve a 
centralized vision of ‘education first’ 
while simultaneously meeting so 
many other needs.”

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights, is a former district 
teacher and a freelance journalist under con-
tract with the CH-UH City School District. 
A longer version of this story appeared at 
www.chuh.org.

Task force to propose ‘wrap-around’ 
services model for district’s schools

Angela O. Kyei, 
MD, MPH, FAAD 
Board Certified 
Dermatologist 

SAME-DAY	APPOINTMENTS	

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights  216-417-3250 
www. cosmodermatology.com 

Adult	and	Pediatric	Dermatology	

Hair	Loss	Center	offering	PRP	treatments	

Laser	treatments,	including	hair	removal,	
spider	veins	and	more	

      

    
 
 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.     Cleveland Heights, OH  44118      
216-303-9862        Tuesday-Saturday  10-5 

 

www.eastwoodfurniture.com 

 EASTWOOD   
FURNITURE 

Old world  
craftsmanship . . .  

today’s  
furniture styles. 

 
Solid Hardwood 

Made in Ohio 
Designed by You 

 

IN 

 

Prospecttiva: April in Europe 
 

Photographs by: Beau & Christina Bock 

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes 
and get the 5th 

one FREE!
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Corbin Covault

Alex Gillooly and Glennis Covault are 
the drum majors for the Heights High 
Marching Band, under the direction 
of Brett Baker of the Instrumental 
Music Department (IMD). This past 
fall, the marching band performed 
pre-game and half-time shows during 
four scheduled home football games. 
As junior drum major, Covault worked 
closely with the more experienced Gil-
looly, who serves as senior drum major.
 The central role of the drum ma-
jors is to coordinate and implement 
Baker’s vision, which means being 
ready for anything. As Covault put it, 
“Mr. Baker once said that our job as 
drum majors is to make him `useless.’ 
We act as the eyes, ears and hands 
of Mr. Baker at every level. This has 

inspired me to constantly be thinking 
ahead.”
 Both Gillooly and Covault agree 
that their most important responsi-
bility is the steady conducting of the 
music. “Out in the field,” Gillooly said, 
“the main concern is to make sure 
that we direct with a very consistent 
tempo, maintaining eye contact with 
the percussion and with each other to 
keep the band together.” 
 The two leaders support each 
other. “Alex and I happen to be very 
good friends and get along very well,” 
Covault said. Gillooly responded, 
“Working with Glennis was easy going; 
we communicated very well, and when 
one of us was directing the other would 
walk around and help the band. We 
both knew what needed to happen to 
for the band to perform a great show.”
 The two drum majors also depend 
upon fellow student band officers, who, 
according to Gillooly, are critical for 
keeping the whole band on the same 
page: “During performances we rely 
on the officers to set a good example 
of how the band should behave and at 
rehearsal we trust them to keep the 
motivation and morale of the band 
high.”
 Likewise Covault reports, “The 
band officers are there to make our job 
easier. I am very proud of our officers 
this year. They respected Alex and 
me and helped us keep control of the 
band.”
 Now that football season is over, 
Gillooly and Covault are turning their 
focus back to playing instruments with 
Symphonic Winds and IMD jazz en-
sembles. Covault looks forward to the 
return of marching band next year. “I 
definitely learned a lot, probably more 
than I ever have in that short amount 
of time. It was fun because I got to 
wear the uniform and be a leader, while 
I also had to constantly be on par. It 

really helped prepare me for what I’m  
going to be doing next year, and there  
isn’t anyone I would rather assist  
than Alex.”

Corbin Covault is communications  
coordinator for the Cleveland Heights 
High School Band and Orchestra Parents 
Organization (BOPO).

Drum majors reflect on marching band’s fall season

DECEMBER 5, 2017

Board President Ron Register, Vice Presi-
dent Kal Zucker, Jim Posch and Eric Sil-
verman were present, as were Superin-
tendent Talisa Dixon and Treasurer Scott 
Gainer. Beverly Wright arrived in time 
for the interviews. 

Issuance and sale of bonds
The board approved a resolution pro- 
viding for the issuance and sale of bonds.

Library board of trustees inter-
views and appointments
The purpose of the meeting was to inter-
view candidates for the CH-UH Public Li-
brary System Board of Trustees. Two po-
sitions were open, with eight candidates 
interviewing: John Bacha, George Bar-
ony, Sara Bartlett, Dana Fluellen, Mary 
Hobson, Karen Long, Tyler McTigue and 
Vikas Turakhia.
 The school board members asked 
each candidate the same questions, in-
cluding the candidate’s ability to fulfill a 
seven-year term, qualities the candidate 
brings to the library board, the nature 
of the relationship between the school 
board and the library board, challenges 
the library board faces, and the candi-
date’s experience.
 After discussion, the board selected 
Dana Fluellen and Vikas Turakhia to 
serve for the partial term (through De-
cember 2021) and full term (through 
December 2025), respectively.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Cleveland Heights
University Heights 
Board of Education 
Meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expand-
ed postings of meeting summaries  
online at www.heightsobserver.org. 
See disclaimer on page 6.

5-Star Accredited
Preschool &  
Day School

The Music Settlement is Generously Supported by:

Express
your

Music

Express
your

ABCs
Best Music Instruction
2015, 2016, 2017

Cleveland Magazine

All Ages & Skill Levels!
Private Lessons, Classes, Ensembles:

Music Instruction  •  Music Therapy 
Arts for the Young  •  Dance Instruction

TheMusicSettlement.org/all 
Sort by age & enroll online for spring! 

University Circle // Ohio City Campus: Fall 2018
216-421-5806 xt. 100

www.TheMusicSettlement.org

Preschool  •  Day School  •  Kindergarten 

Early Childhood Open House 
Sunday  Jan. 7th & Wednesday Jan. 17th 

Curious? Visit TMSkids.org 
Ohio City Campus Opens Fall 2018

Summer Camp enrollments 
online at 

TheMusicSettlement.org/camp

South African Journeys

Join us and see South Africa like an 
insider and honored guest.

Tour guides & hosts,  Jan & Gus Kious
cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Call or email for details

janetkious@sbcglobal.net                         216-321-1442

WASHINGTON & LEE
SERVICE, INC.

Customer Service is Our Priority

We Service Foreign/Domestic Cars & 
Light Duty Trucks

2080 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-371-2850

Established since 1954 under
Washington & Lee Auto Service, Inc.

Drum majors Alex Gillooly and Glennis Covault.
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Dunn and Cavender open fitness center

Andrea C. Turner

After a year of planning, business 
partners Lisa Dunn and Tim Cav-
ender—both professionally certi-
fied fitness instructors and Cleveland 
Heights residents—have opened a new 
strength-training fitness facility. Their 
new business, 216 Fitness, aims to help 
individuals build a fun, supportive 
community, empowered by strength 
and confidence. Located at 1415 South 
Belvoir Blvd., at the corner of Mayfield 
Road in South Euclid, 216 Fitness plans 
its grand opening celebration for Satur-
day, Jan. 13, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Heights residents may know 
Dunn as the former owner of Revive, 
the fair trade boutique that had op-
erated on Lee Road since 2006, but 
closed in April 2017.
 While operating Revive, Dunn 
developed health issues that she 
sought to relieve through a strength-
training regimen. This, in turn, led 
her to become a fitness trainer at the 
Cleveland Heights Community Cen-
ter, where she met Cavender, director 
of personal training services, who has 
a degree in exercise physiology from 
Cleveland State University. 
 The two soon realized that they 
both have a like-minded philosophy to 
wellness: a thoughtful, gentle approach. 
Both focus on helping clients achieve a 
higher quality of life through strategic 
progress, with an intensity that is chal-
lenging for every fitness level. Workouts 
are tailored to fit an individual’s needs 
and exercises can be modified to make 
them accessible for all levels.
 “We specialize in a welcoming, 
inclusive, non-intimidating approach 
that often appeals to those who may 
be newer to personal fitness or need 
a new introduction,” said Dunn. 
“Many of our clients feel stronger 
within a few weeks. They’re often 
surprised at how far they’ve come.”

Tim Cavender and Lisa Dunn.
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 The owners held a soft opening on 
Nov. 20, and since then have worked 
to transform the former 7-Eleven store-
front into a light-filled, comfortable 
studio, with plenty of parking, and easy 
accessibility for clients.
 Dunn said the mission of 216 Fit-
ness is to offer high-quality personal 
training that is also affordable. Group 
and semi-private sessions are offered 
six days a week, Monday through 
Saturday, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. The 
center offers budget-conscious rates 
with annual and monthly plans. 
 “Clients enjoy the wide array 
of innovative circuit-style training 
equipment [that] we offer,” said Cav-
ender. “The workouts are creative, 
effective and fun.”
 The low-impact workouts incor-
porate a cardiovascular routine that 
uses traditional and non-traditional 
equipment, such as a suspension 
trainer, slider, barbells, deadlifts, 
kettlebells and stretch bands.
 Although 216 Fitness is new, 
Dunn and Cavender have cultivated 
many loyal clients.
 “I am far stronger and more func-
tional now than I’ve been in a number 
of years,” said Terry Lilian Segal, 51, of 
Cleveland Heights. “Both Tim and Lisa 
have helped me to work through old 
injuries and limitations, and to prevent 
new ones from cropping up. They treat 
everyone with equal attention and care, 
monitoring each person for safety and 
maximum benefits, while also bolster-
ing each person’s sense of accomplish-
ment. Their skills and personalities 
[complement] each other.”
 Curt Coker, 61, also of Cleveland 
Heights, follows a strength-training 
fitness routine recommended by Caven-
der in order to prevent pain in multiple 
joints. “When I first worked with Tim, 
I had disabling pain in my lower back. 
I also have problems with my knees, 
wrists and shoulders. After listening 
to a description of my problems, Tim 
recommended a set of exercises that 
nearly eliminated my pain. I felt a lot of 
relief from the very first session. What 
he recommended worked better than 
what my doctor suggested.”
 For more information, visit  
216fit.com. To set up a consultation, call 
216-532-3348 or e-mail info@216fit.com. 

Andrea C. Turner is the owner of ACT One 
Communications, a marketing communica-
tions consulting firm based in Cleveland 
Heights. 216 Fitness is a client.

5688 MAYFIELD ROAD | LYNDHURST, OH 44124 | 440.919.0138
/PlatosClosetLyndhurst @PlatosClosetLyndhurst

cozy
your favorite

fall styles
for less! 

cash for
cozy clothes!

crazy 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church presents

Friday, January 26
7:00 p.m. • Tucker Hall

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 

(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

Chip Richter
Fun, smart, high-energy music that  

 kids and adults can enjoy together!

All welCOme!

Tickets at

www.stpauls-church.org

or at the door

$5 / person 

$20 / family
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Mary Ryan

There’s no reason to stay home and 
hibernate in January—Heights Arts 
offers a number of community-
friendly events to kick off 2018.
 On Saturday, Jan. 13, at 8 p.m., 
visiting Minnesota quartet Zeitgeist 
joins Cleveland’s No Exit ensemble 
for an evening of music from the 
unique repertoire of each group, as 
well as collective performances of new 
music. The free community concert 
promises a diverse assortment of 
avant-garde sounds, including music 
that explores the possibilities of the 
electro-acoustic medium.
 Opening Friday, Jan. 19, from 6 
to 9 p.m., is Materialized: Seven Artists 
Working in Metal, curated by Heights 
Arts exhibition committee member 
Pamela Argentieri. “Northeast Ohio 
has a long tradition of sculptors, 
blacksmiths, si lversmiths and 
designers working in metal,” said 
Argentieri. “This community and its 
institutions continue to support the 
careers and education of its artists.”
 Materialized brings together art 
by David L. Deming, Mark Hartung, 
Matthew Hollern, Jacquie Wynn 
Kennedy, Seth Nagelberg, Stephen 
Yusko and Argentieri. The works 
chosen demonstrate the artists’ new 
and traditional ways of using metal and 
inventing form. “It’s an opportunity 
to see the objects and how they 
are materialized, through sketches, 

Heights Arts presents a 
month of music and metal

Materialized: Seven Artists Working in Metal 
opens Jan. 19.
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Wishing you a warm and 
cuddly New Year.

ahhh...
Cartoon by Ham Khan | Reprinted from Funny Times. 

24 pages of humor, politics and fun

FUNNYTIMES.COM » 216.371.8600

. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)

. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,
  lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)
. Coffee ceremony 
. Gluten Free options
We cater for all your events (office/private)

www.zomacleveland.com
Mention this Ad get 20% off (12pm-4pm)

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste – you are ours”

Zoma 

You’ll miss ‘em when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even better 
at keeping them healthy & beautiful  

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services
Free Estimates

Full Residential Services

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems

Disease Identification
Immunization 
Stump Grinding 

Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion 
& more ...

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

since 2001

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com

models, patterns and prototypes,” 
explained Argentieri. The exhibition 
will be on view through March 4.
 The second concert of Heights 
Arts Close Encounters Season 11, 
“Rhythms, Rhymes and the Kitchen 
Sink,” brings a unique afternoon of 
chamber music and original verse to 
the stage of the Bop Stop on Sunday, 
Jan. 21. It’s a little-known fact that 
the Cleveland Orchestra’s principal 
English horn player, Robert Walters, 
is also a published poet. He’ll share 
the Bop Stop stage in Hingetown with 
Oberlin College’s newest bassoon 
faculty member, Drew Pattison, and 
composer/pianist Teddy Niedermaier 
in a unique program of music and 
original poetry. The musical journey 
includes a 2016 composition by 
Niedermaier, rarely heard romances 
by Elgar and Sibelius, and Debussy’s 
thrilling “Rhapsodie.” Tickets for 
the 3 p.m. concert are available at 
Heights Arts on Lee Road or online 
at www.heightsarts.org/concerts.
 On Sunday, Jan. 28, at 10:30 
a.m., award-winning pianist and 
CIM faculty member Andrew Focks 
leads a masterclass performance at 
Heights Arts for aspiring pianists. 
All Northeast Ohio students in 
grades 6–12 are welcome to apply 
as participants in the masterclass 
sessions, which are free and open 
to the public for observation. The 
application and information can be 
found at www.heightsarts.org/master-
classes.

Mary Ryan is on staff at Heights Arts, a 
nonprofit community arts organization.

SIGN UP NOW!
CH Community Center

9 weekly classes to choose from
440.655.5394 • marybethmccnn@gmail.com

Offer expires Jan. 21, 2018
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Melissa Richmond

Through March 1, sweets of a dif-
ferent variety will be on view inside 
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates in Cleve-
land Heights, at 2285 Lee Road.
 The long hallway leading from 
the back parking lot currently show-
cases an array of quilts, embroidery 
and mixed media fiber art—all part 

Shannon Morris

Artful is excited to announce that its 
newest tenant, Studio Cat, has moved 
into Studio 4.
 Studio Cat offers a wide range 
of classes for children and adults. 
Among the January classes are 
Winter Break Workshops for kids, 
including book making, printing 
and open studio; Mommy and Me 
Art Time, in which mothers get to 
work on an art project while their 
preschoolers are guided through a 
play-based art class; and a Vision 
Board Workshop for adults, to clarify 
their goals for 2018. 
 Recent New York City-transplant 
Jacqui Brown founded the new studio, 
which she named Studio Cat in a “funny 
play on words for Studio 4 in French.”
 Brown is excited by the energy 
and vitality of the local art scene here. 
Asked about her goals for the studio, 
Brown spoke of using art to build 
analytical thinking skills and helping 
adults and children de-stress. “Cre-
ativity is a tool for problem-solving 
while the process of creating is very 
relaxing,” Brown said. “Everything is 

of This Sweet Life—an invitational 
fiber art exhibit.
 The participating Northeast 
Ohio artists interpreted the theme of 
“this sweet life” in diverse ways. The 
artists include Diane Bird, Victoria 
Bocchicchio, Natalie Isvarin-Love, 
Roz Kvet, Katharine O’Connell, 
Margaret O’Reil ly, Amy Reed, 
Melissa Richmond, Rima Tessman, 
Eugenia Vainberg, Nelly Vileikis, 
Violet Watterson and Marty Young.
 Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates has 
been in business—offering a taste of 
the sweet life—since 1939.
 
Melissa Richmond, a fiber artist who 
loves living in Cleveland Heights, said 
of the show’s origins, “Every time I came 
into Mitchell’s through the back hall, I 
felt it seemed so white and empty and 
needed art! So in August I asked Jason 
Hallaman, the new owner of Mitchell’s, 
if he’d be interested in an art show. He was 
enthusiastic so I put together a show of 
fellow fiber artists interpreting the theme 
‘This Sweet Life.’”

Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates 
showcases “sweet” art show

Artful welcomes Studio Cat

Happy Happy Joy Joy quilt, by Diane Bird.
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

You’re never too young to Learn for Life.
HB students of all ages enjoy the benefits of learning and 
growing (and having fun!) together on one campus. Boys 
and girls enrolled in our Infant & Toddler Center 
and Early Childhood program and girls in 
grades K-12 receive an outstanding education, 
with an innovative curriculum delivered 
by dynamic and caring faculty members.

INFANT CARE – GRADE 4  

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, January 20th 
10 – 11:30 a.m.
Learn more at HB.edu/openhouse  
or call 216.320.8767 to  
schedule your personal tour.

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Coming soon!  
2860 Woodbury Rd, Shaker Hts 5 BR colonial

TODAY 
IS THE 
DAY.
Call now.
Why wait?

Raymond J. Wohl
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

2121 South Green Road, Ste 204
South Euclid, OH 44121

216-382-9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com

www.hdvest.com

Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds

College 529 Plans*
Insurance

Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance

Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member SIPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

changing with technology and global 
issues. The biggest advantage we can 
give our children, and ourselves, for 
the future is the ability to think and 
problem solve. The arts exercise and 
develop those tools.”
 Brown studied fine arts in college 
and pursued a film career. After having 
kids in NYC, she began teaching art in 
a small independent school. That grew 
into after-school classes and a summer 
camp in the Hudson Valley.
 “Teaching springs from my love 
of art and the process of creating,” 
Brown explained. “I like to think of 
myself as a facilitator or a guide as 
much a teacher. It is rewarding to see 
growth and creativity come out of the 
process of making art. Artful is the 
perfect location, I love being a part of 
the Artful mission to make creativity 
and inspiration more accessible to the 
community.”
 Find more information about 
Studio Cat and the classes it offers at 
studiocat.weebly.com and on Facebook at 
StudioCat at Artful.

Shannon Morris is the executive director 
of Artful.

Soup 
weather 
is here!

T H E
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2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone-oven.com

Warm up with a bowl of our delicious hearty soup served 
with Stone Oven’s fresh, hearth-baked bread. Don’t forget 
our specailty roast coffees and home-baked treats! 
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MEDICARE | LIFE | DENTAL & VISION | LONG TERM CARE

Overwhelmed by Medicare options?

for a free consultation to 
learn about your options

HEIGHTS ARTS

“Judson is the perfect place for us!”

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park

Stalwarts of the Cleveland arts-and-culture scene, Nina 
and Jim Gibans had accumulated a lifetime’s worth of 
memories in their Shaker Heights home. But when health 
demands challenged their independent lifestyle, the 
couple agreed it was time to move to Ambler Court - a 
beautifully renovated assisted living neighborhood that 
offers signature programing and care in an ideal 
environment for those in need of increased assistance. 

“It felt like home from the start,” says Nina of the 
couple’s suite, filled with a curated collection of the 
books, music and art they love. And they take comfort in 
the easy access to the onsite health and wellness 
programs they both need. “We love it here,” says Nina. 

Learn about Assisted Living at Judson Park.  
Call (216) 446-1845 to arrange for a tour today.

— Jim and Nina Gibans, Judson Park residents since 2016

Tyler Whidden

’Both parts of Tony Kushner’s mas-
terpiece “Angels in America: A Gay 
Fantasia on National Themes” will 
be staged at Ensemble Theatre this 
year, with “Part One: Millennium 
Approaches” opening Jan. 5.
 Ensemble’s Executive Artistic 
Director Celeste Cosentino is direct-
ing both parts of “Angels in America,”  
with the follow-up, “Part Two: Per-
estroika,” opening April 27 with the 
same cast of Cleveland actors. Both 
shows will run four weekends.
 “I think it makes sense to produce 
both parts,” Cosentino said of the 
undertaking. “It’s really one big story, 
and I’m excited for the opportunity to 
provide audiences with the chance to 
watch the characters’ entire journey.”
 Considered by many to be one 
of the best American plays of the 
last half-century, the 1993 Pulitzer 
Prize- and Tony Award-winner fol-
lows the lives of several people living 
in New York City during the rise of 
the AIDS epidemic in the late 1980s. 

The play’s 
t h e m e s 
of sexual 
id ent i t y, 
re l i g ious 
id ent i t y, 
and life af-
ter death 
all play out 
under the umbrella of the Reagan 
era, when homophobia and fear of an 
unknown disease was commonplace. 
 Cosentino sees many similarities 
with the current political climate, 
making “Angels” still very relevant for 
today’s audiences.
 “These characters struggle in a 
society that does not allow them to be 
who they are,” Cosentino said. “Not 
unlike today’s administration, the 
Reagan administration relied heavily 
on demagoguery and false idealism. 
Unfortunately, there are those who are 
still in power continuing to dismantle 
hard-won progress in the arena of civil 
and human rights. This play shows us 
we still have a ways to go.”
 As for all plays at Ensemble, 
Cosentino cast Cleveland-based ac-
tors, including Derdriu Ring (Han-
nah), Jeff Grover (Roy Cohn), Kelly 
Strand (Harper), Scott Esposito 
(Prior), Robert Hunter (Belize), James 
Rankin (Joe), Craig Joseph (Louis), 
and Inés Joris (Angel), with many 
of them playing multiple characters 
throughout this theatrical opus.
 “Kushner’s language is poetic and 
inspired,” Cosentino said. “He uses 
such imagery and theatricality . . .  like 
a painter using the richest of their col-
ors. It is a great honor to direct such 
a monumental and vivid work, which 
has earned its status as an American 
classic with its reach and scope. It is 
not to be missed.”
 “Angels in America, Part One: 
Mil lennium Approaches” runs 
through Jan. 28, with performances 
on Friday and Saturday evenings 
at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m., at 
Ensemble Theatre, 2843 Washington 
Blvd.
 For tickets and information,  
call 216-321-2930, e-mail info@en-
semble-theatre.org, or visit www.
ensembletheatrecle.org.

Tyler Whidden is a playwright and associ-
ate artistic director at Ensemble Theatre.

‘Angels in America’ spreads 
its wings at Ensemble Theatre

Celeste Cosentino
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30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA 
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP  

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.  
(216) 371-9760 

www.atmacenter.com 

/atmacenter  @atmacenter108  

Celebrating  
20 Years! 
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www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $28/month

Book Flower Clown for your 
next event. 

A fixture in the Heights 
Events and parties 

440-944-0278  

www.flower-entertainment.com  

friends@heightslibrary.org 
216-932-3600 x1234 

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds 
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY 
 

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?  
Stuck trying to figure out what to do 

and how to do it?   
Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher 

 
216-242-9763 

 
gbelcher482@gmail.com 

www.gaylebelcherattorney.com 
 

34 years of legal experience 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Free Estimates                          Since 1978 

Daugherty Construction, Inc. 
Commercial / Residential Roofing 

Siding - Windows 

(216) 731-9444 
        (216) 731-9644 Fax 

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com 

www.daughertyconst.com 
22460 Lakeland Boulevard 

Euclid, Ohio  44132 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

Serving this area for 20 years. We furnish all 

supplies. Married couple. Impeccable 

references. Reasonable rates. Bonded.  

Call Maid Convenient.  
Days: 440-213-0850 

Evenings-Weekends: 440-234-0745 

 Cleaning Service 

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

www.saintjamescleveland.com  216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business  

for $28/month

Platinum Construction 
COMPLETE 2-Car Garage $8,999 

Concrete Driveways $2,999 
 

LARGEST GARAGE BUILDER  
IN CLEVELAND 

(216) 459-0000 

platinum306@gmail.com 

www.building-garages.com 

 

Pamela Fine

Heights Youth Theatre (HYT), now 
in it’s 64th year, starts 2018 off with 
an entertaining and meaningful 
musical, “Once Upon a Mattress.” 
The production, which wil l be 
performed at Heights Middle School 
in University Heights, opens on 
Friday, Jan. 19, and closes on Sunday, 
Jan. 28.
 The show is directed by Eugene 
Sumlin, music-directed by Stacy 
Bolton and stage-managed by Jack 
Ina. Included in the cast are 50 
actors in grades 1–12. The lead cast 
includes Cleveland Heights residents 
Spencer Skok as Prince Dauntless, 
Charlie Proctor as the Minstrel, 
Julien Benchek as the Wizard, and 

Victoria Skok as Lady Larken. They 
are joined by Grace Wilkinson as 
Winifred, Keegan Polatz as Henry, 
Olivia Rood as Queen Aggravain, 
Brian Tuohey as King Sextimus the 
Silent, and Grace Hoy as the Jester.
 “‘Once Upon A Mattress’ is a 
wonderful retelling of the classic 
children’s story of the princess and 
the pea,” said Sumlin. “Debuting 
on Broadway in 1959, it introduced 
the world to the comic legend Carol 
Burnett. It is a story that teaches us 
that beauty is skin deep, and how 
to find your voice. With a strong 
female character leading the way, it 
is a hilarious romp that the whole 
family will enjoy.”
 Performances will be presented in 
the school’s auditorium (2181 Miramar 
Blvd.) on Friday, Jan. 19 and 26, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 20 and 27, at 2 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Jan. 21 and 28, at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 general admission, and 
$9 for seniors and children under 6. 
The box office opens 45 minutes prior 
to each show. For more information, 
visit www.heightsyouththeatre.org. For 
group seating information, call 216-
410-7500.

Pamela Fine is executive director of 
Heights Youth Theatre.

HYT continues season with 
‘Once Upon a Mattress’
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Heights Observer January 1, 2018     www.heightsobserver.org20

HEIGHTS ARTS

If music be the food of love . . .
SONGS AND 
STORIES

  After a few minutes, the man stood 
up, put on his coat and hat and left. I 
immediately stopped playing—mid-
song, mid-word—put my guitar on its 
stand, walked over to the guy’s table, 
picked up his nearly full plate, carried 
it to the opposite end of the room, sat 
down and ate the whole thing. 
  Just as I was finishing the last 
bite, the man returned, new pack of 
cigarettes in hand. He looked at his 
table, stomped into the other room 
and came back with the waiter in tow, 
pointing at the site of his missing din-
ner, gesturing wildly and saying words 
I couldn’t discern, but I understood.
  I could tell by the waiter’s motions 
that he was explaining that the bus 
person must have taken the food away. 
While they were involved in discus-
sion, I quietly took the plate into the 
kitchen and left it near the sink.
  I went back to playing music and 
watched as the waiter brought the guy 
a new meal, which he ate while smoking 
his fresh, new cigarettes. (I guess he was 
eating in a vegetarian restaurant because 
it’s supposed to be healthier for you.)
  Some restaurants that hire mu-
sicians feed them and some don’t. 
Before earth by april, I played at Tout 
Le Monde, the French restaurant 
on Coventry (later Chester’s, Turkey 
Ridge, the Winking Lizard, and cur-
rently Seafood Shake). Tout Le Monde 
opened in 1972, the same summer 
that Tommy’s began serving food at 
a seven-stool counter in the back of 
Ace Drugs (where the Grog Shop cur-

David Budin

I ate a stranger’s dinner—on purpose—
when he wasn’t looking. It was around 
1975 and I was playing music at earth by 
april, the vegetarian restaurant at the 
corner of Cedar and Lee, a space into 
which the Cedar Lee Theatre eventually 
expanded. They spelled earth by april in 
all-lower-case letters because the name 
came from an E.E. Cummings poem, 
and that’s what he did.
  I played and sang my songs at that 
place, by myself, many weekend eve-
nings in the ’70s, when I was in between 
rock bands. I sat on a high stool against 
the long wall of the main dining room, 
about three-fourths of the way back.
  This one freezing-cold January 
night, there were few diners and by 
about 10 p.m. there was only one cus-
tomer there. He sat in the front of the 
room, the Lee Road end of it, as far 
away from me as possible. He ordered 
his dinner and waited for it, ignoring 
me (he wasn’t the only one who did that 
back then).
  The lone waiter still working that 
night brought the man’s dinner and 
disappeared into the kitchen, where 
I would have preferred to be, because 
there was heat and food back there, 
and I was cold and the proverbial 
starving artist.

him; those three or four glanced at their 
watches and looked at me to see if some-
thing was going to happen. I shrugged 
and went into my last song before my 
break. And then I sat down to eat.
  I remember every gig I’ve ever 
played—concert hall, nightclub, festival, 
restaurant or bar—and every meal I’ve 
had at each venue. That’s the other part 
of being a musician.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the former 
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern 
Ohio Live, an author, and a professional 
musician and comedian. His writing focuses 
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.

rently resides). I got on the menu—the 
“DB”—that summer, and I’m still on it.
  About a year later, Tout Le Monde 
opened a bistro in its basement and 
that’s where I played, in between rock 
bands. They didn’t feed me, either, of-
ficially. But I started hanging out at the 
place during the afternoons, when the 
kitchen staff and servers didn’t have 
much to do, and became friends with 
those people, and they gave me food.
  One incident that stands out, from 
my time there, was when a locally fa-
mous disc jockey came in one Saturday 
night. He had already been on the air 
for 20 years—from the early days of 
rock radio—and was then playing easy-
listening music, which he continued to 
do for another 30 years. I made a point 
of recognizing him during my first set, 
introducing him to the audience.
  After I played several songs, and 
he drank several glasses of wine, he 
walked up to me and asked, in his big, 
deep, mellifluous radio voice, “Would 
you like me to announce the time?” I 
said, “Ummm . . . sure.” He took the 
mic, looked at his watch and intoned, 
“It is now eleven-oh-two.”
  I said, “Thanks.” He winked and 
made his way back to his seat. All but 
three or four people in the place ignored 

The author (foreground) backstage at a big 
rock festival in 1979, with the Cars’ Ric Ocasek 
behind him, in—where else?—the food tent.
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in south euclid

Vote for your favorite 
Heights businesses! 

 
Write in the names of your favorite Heights  
businesses or visit www.futureheights.org to 
complete the online ballot. 
 

Deadline for ballot submission: 
February 15, 2018 
 

Please Note! 
Although this is a write-in ballot, we are only 
considering businesses that are located within 
the city boundaries of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights. 
 

One ballot per person. 
 

In order for your ballot to be counted, you must 
vote for at least half (6) of the ballot categories 
and include your name and contact information. 
Ballots not meeting these requirements will be 
considered invalid. 
 

Mail your ballot to: 
FutureHeights 
2843 Washington Blvd. #105 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Or scan and e-mail your ballot to: 
info@futureheights.org  
 
Questions? Call 216-320-1423 
Name:______________________________ 

Address:____________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________ 

E-mail:_____________________________ 

If you are a business owner or operator, name of 
business: ___________________________ 

Best Place to Hang Out In a Snowstorm 

Best Place to Work 

Best Place to Find Unique Gifts 

Best Heights Vibe 

Best Place to Take an Out-of-Towner 

Best Place to Take the Kids 

Best Bang for Your Buck  

Best New Business  

Best Interior Decor 

Best Exterior Appearance  

Best University Heights Business 

Best Cleveland Heights Business 

Bonus Question:  
 
What New Businesses Would You Like to 
See in the Heights? (Let us know if you 
have a specific neighborhood or building 
where you would like to see this business 
located.) 
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