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Summer lunch program returns to Heights Libraries
Jay Rosen

Summertime can mean hunger for 
some young people in our community, 
who no longer have access to free 
meals at school. Heights Libraries 
is ready to serve these children and 
teens, age 18 and younger, by once 
again hosting the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank-sponsored free summer 
lunch program at its Lee Road and 
Noble Neighborhood branches.
 The Lee Road branch’s lunch pro-
gram began June 4 and runs through 
Aug. 10, and is offered Monday 
through Friday, 1–2 p.m.
 Heights Libraries’ Noble Neigh-
borhood branch will provide lunches 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30–2:30 
p.m., through Aug. 9.
 If kids can’t make it to the Lee 
Road or Noble Neighborhood branch-
es, or need breakfast in addition to 
lunch, the Cleveland Heights-Univer-
sity Heights City School District is 
offering free breakfast (8–9 a.m.) and 

lunch (11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.), Mon-
day through Friday (through Aug. 10), 
at Boulevard Elementary School and 
Heights High; and Monday through 
Thursday at Gearity (through July 12) 
and Noble (June 25 through July 19) 
elementary schools.
 With the recent closing of the 
Heights Youth Club, which had of-

fered free summer lunch programs in 
recent years, Heights Libraries recog-
nized the need to act fast to fill the void. 
 “We’re grateful to have re-estab-
lished our summer lunch program so 
quickly,” said Nancy Levin, director of 
Heights Libraries. “We have a strong 
partnership with the Greater Cleve-

Heights Libraries Security Officer Keith Acey and Special Projects Manager Maggie Kinney chat 
with young diners during lunch at the library.

continued on page 8

Cleveland Heights 
CRC votes to retain 
council-manager 
form of government

Press Club honors Heights Observer
Bob Rosenbaum

The Heights Observer took second 
place in competition for the title 
of Ohio’s best non-daily commu-
nity newspaper. The award was an-
nounced June 1 at the 2018 All-Ohio 
Excellence in Journalism Awards, 
sponsored by The Press Club of 
Cleveland.
 Media nominate themselves for 
the awards. More than 750 entries 
were submitted across all categories 
of the competition, which were 
divided by size and type of media. 
In addition to non-daily commu-
nity newspapers, categories included 
large daily newspapers (more than 
75,000 circulation), small dailies, 
business publications and trade 
journals, alternative publications, 
magazines, digital media and student 
media.
 A panel of journalists from out-
side Ohio judged the competition.
 In selecting the Heights Observer, 
the judges wrote—in their typi-

cally abbreviated fashion—“Its very 
words showcase the community’s 
commitment to each other.”
 The Cleveland Jewish News was 
the first-place honoree in the same 
category. Among the other winners 
were Akron Beacon Journal, best large 
daily newspaper; Medina County Ga-
zette, best small daily; Ohio Magazine, 
best magazine; and Columbus Alive, 
best alternative newspaper. 
 A complete list of honorees 
can be found on The Press Club of 
Cleveland’s website, www.pressclub-
cleveland.com.
 “I’m thrilled that the Heights 

continued on page 7

Rev. Don King to retire after 40 years of ministry
Jessica Shields

The Rev. Don King, currently serving 
Peace Lutheran Church on Mayfield 
Road, will retire Aug. 1 after 40 years 
of ordained ministry in the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). 
 King was ordained in June 1978. 
He had served pastorates in various 
settings in Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, including a pastorate with 
the campus ministry at Cleveland 
State University. He began a call at 
Hope Lutheran Church on Taylor 

Road in Cleve-
l and Heights 
in September 
of 1999. King 
served at Hope 
for 18 years until 
Hope and Beth-
lehem Lutheran 
Church merged 
their congrega-
tions in July 2017 to become Peace 
Lutheran. 
 With an awareness and compas-
sion for the needs of others, King 
has served Cleveland Heights and 

the Greater Cleveland community 
in many and various ways. He was 
the chair and communicator of the 
Heights Interfaith Council for many 
years, helping to plan and host sev-
eral interfaith Thanksgiving services, 
as well as prayer vigils when tragedy 
struck our community. 
 In 2010 he was recognized by the 
city of Cleveland with the “LGBT 
Shining Star Faith Leadership” 
award. 
 He served on the board of Lu-
theran Metropolitan Ministry in 

The Rev. Don King

continued on page 10 continued on page 11

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

h
ei

g
h

ts
 l

ib
ra

ri
es

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

Je
ss

ic
a

 s
h

ie
ld

s

Robert Brown

At its June 21 meeting, a majority of 
members of the Cleveland Heights 
Charter Review Commission (CRC) 
voted to recommend retaining the 
city’s current council-manager form 
of government, comprising seven 
part-time council members elected 
at large (citywide) and an appointed 
city manager.
 Proposals to change the form of 
government in Cleveland Heights, 
to one led by a popularly elected 
mayor and with some council mem-
bers elected by ward or district, 
were rejected by the CRC.
 CRC members took these votes 
after six months of deliberations 
and community input. At the April 
19 community forum sponsored 
by the CRC, 53 attendees indi-
cated they favored changing to a 
popularly elected mayor, while 31 
favored staying with the current 
council-manager government. In 
the CRC’s online survey, 95 respon-
dents favored a popularly elected 
mayor, while 16 favored the council-
manager government.
 Of the 15 CRC members, 10 
voted against the proposal for a 
popularly elected mayor: Craig 
Cobb, Michael Gaynier, C. Ran-
dolph Keller, Howard Maier, Jack 
Newman, Vince Reddy, Maia Ruck-
er, Katherine Solender, James Vail 
and Sarah West. Two, Carla Rauten-
berg and Allosious Snodgrass, voted 
to support the proposal; and one, 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary 
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publica-
tion for residents of Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish and 
contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click 
on “Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
August issue must be submitted by 
July 9. We publish some articles online 
as they come in—and still consider 
them for the next print issue. We also 
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

In July summer is in full swing and 
Heights residents are generally think-
ing about summer reading programs 
at the library, concerts at Cain Park 
and outdoor festivals. July also sig-
nals the start of the election season 
as local candidates seek to connect 
with residents at block parties. The 
Heights Observer is often fortunate to 
have the service of college-age interns 
during the summer, who enjoy writing 
about the real-world issues our com-
munity faces as a means to sharpen 
their skills and improve their future 
job prospects.
 By July 2008 the foreclosure 
crisis had begun to hit the Heights 
hard, and the top story in the fourth 
issue of the Heights Observer told how 
Heights residents were beginning to 
organize a response. In “Community 
addresses foreclosure threats,” Ann 
McFarland reported on a panel dis-
cussion organized by the League of 
Women Voters to discuss the issue, 
and Judi Miles wrote “Foreclosure 
and hope in the Heights,” about how 
the crisis was affecting the value of 
homes and her outlook on the future 
of her neighborhood.
 In July 2009, intern Kaitlin 
Bushinski wrote about the CH-UH 
Board of Education’s decision to hire 
Doug Heuer as the new superinten-
dent, a decision that sparked protests 
at a board meeting and mixed reac-
tions from the community because 
the demographics of the rural com-
munity that he hailed from were so 
different from those of the Heights. 
Another article reported on a group 
of concerned residents, calling them-
selves Step It Up Cleveland Heights, 
who sought to promote strong lead-
ership for the city by identifying five 

Looking back at a decade of Heights summers

OPENINg 
THe ObseRveR

key issues and recruiting candidates 
“with new ideas who will promote 
positive growth and change in Cleve-
land Heights.”
 The Heights Bicycle Coalition 
formed in July 2010 to promote a 
more bicycle-friendly city, McDon-
ald’s passed the first of several hurdles 
to opening a location in University 
Heights, and a “fracas” at the annual 
Coventry Village street fair marked 
the beginning of the end for that 
long-standing hallmark of summer.
 Intern Lewis Pollis wrote about 
the 16 arrests made at the 2011 
Coventry Village street fair and 
the introduction of a new juvenile 
curfew proposal in the July 2011 Ob-
server. The street fair has now been 
replaced by a successful music and 
movie series in Coventry P.E.A.C.E. 
Park, but the curfew remains in three 
Cleveland Heights business districts: 
Coventry Village, Cedar Lee and 
Severance Town Center.
 In July 2012, intern Yelena 
Tischenko wrote about the Dog 
Project, and how a group of Cain 
Park Neighborhood residents 
changed a longstanding ban on dog 
walking in Cain Park. Their goal was 
to “encourage more neighborhood 
activities in the park” in order to 
“reduce crime, increase foot traf-
fic and encourage more families to 
spend time in Cain Park.” Intern 
Philip Hewitt encouraged Heights 
resident to “shop local” in support 
of the many independent merchants 
that add character to our commu-
nity, while intern James Helmsworth 
wrote about the creation of the 11th 
National Register historic district 
in Cleveland Heights, and intern 
Christina Sanders introduced us to 
Culture of Cutting, a new business 
in the Cedar Taylor Business District 
that is still thriving today.
 Intern Alastair Pearson wrote 
in July 2013 about two new busi-
nesses that established themselves 
in the Heights: Cleveland Cinemas, 
which moved its offices from Solon 

excerpts from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org
Objectivity and 
my coverage of the 
Cleveland Heights 
char ter re vie w 
process
I have been writing 
articles for the Heights Observer, cov-
ering the meetings of the Cleveland 
Heights Charter Review Commission 
(CRC). Like other local residents who 
writer articles for the Observer, I am 
a volunteer. I also volunteer for the 
FutureHeights organization.
 Unlike some reporters, I have 
also expressed an opinion on a key 
issue that is being debated in the 
meetings I am covering. That issue 
is whether Cleveland Heights should 
have a popularly elected full-time 
mayor, rather than the current seven 
part-time city council members who 
appoint a full-time city manager.
 I have expressed support for this 

change to an elected mayor. I have 
remained undecided, however, on the 
other major governance issue facing 
the CRC. That issue is whether the 
current at-large members of city 
council should include some mem-
bers elected by ward or district.
 A few people have questioned 
how I can do both—writing objective 
articles on the meetings of the CRC 
and expressing an opinion on one of 
the key issues facing the group.
 Because I have stated my posi-
tion publicly, I am doubly careful to 
avoid letting my opinion color the 
articles in any way. After each meet-
ing of the CRC, I review my notes, 
consult the online video, and then 
work hard to write what I consider 
to be a fair and objective summary 
of the meeting. . . .

—Robert Brown

to the Cedar Lee Theatre Build-
ing, and Lee Silsby Compounding 
Pharmacy, which moved into the 
former fire house at Lee and Silsby. 
Intern Camille Davis introduced 
us to Cleveland Heights’ new city 
manager, Tanisha Briley, while 
Editor-In-Chief Kim Sergio Inglis 
told us of Superintendent Heuer’s 
resignation, just four years after 
accepting the position to lead CH-
UH schools. Cleveland Heights 
also offered its first Chicken Coop 
Tour, documented by photographer 
Gabe Schaffer.
 Articles in the July 2014 is-
sue remembered Rebecca Alison 
Meyer, a Fairfax Elementary School 
student who died at the age of 
6, and celebrated the naming of 
Cleveland Heights’ first teen poet 
laureate, Moonisa Halim.
 A year later, the July 2015 is-
sue recognized the completion of 
several Fairfax Elementary School 
playground projects, including a 
Little Free Library, built to honor 
both Meyer and 10-year-old Trishka 
Tantanella Holcomb, who had also 
died the year before. The issue also 
covered several new initiatives within 
the Heights community: a citizens 
group formed to “keep CH water 
public;” Peggy Spaeth, former Heights 
Arts director, began a new nonprofit, 
Sober Living Cleveland, to provide 
housing to recovering addicts; Future-
Heights launched its Neighborhood 
Mini-Grants program; and Shannon 
Morris founded Artful Cleveland, to 
give Heights artists affordable studio 
space on Cleveland’s East Side.
 The July 2016 issue cov-
ered Jason Hallaman and Emily 
Bean’s purchase of Mitchell’s Fine 
Chocolates, enabling a longtime 
Heights business to continue serv-
ing the community. Columnists 
Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van 
Kleef, who began writing during the 
fight to keep Cleveland Heights’ 
water public, called to the com-
munity’s attention the fact that the 
city’s building department, which 
had once had 16 staff members, 
was now outsourced to a private 
company called Safebuilt.
 Intern Connor O’Brien wrote 
about Cleveland Heights City Coun-
cil taking action against the opera-
tors of the Arco dumpsite in East 
Cleveland in the July 2017 Observer. 
Other articles dealt with such issues 
as streetscape construction delays 
necessitating moving the annual 
Cedar Fairmount festival to the fall, 
Noble Neighbors hosting a work-
shop about the future development 
of the Noble Triangle (Mayfield 
Road, Noble Road and Warrensville 
Center Boulevard), and Metro-
Health Medical Center expanding its 
Severance facility with the addition 
of a short-stay hospital.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher of 
the Heights Observer. To commemorate 
the 10-year anniversary of the Heights 
Observer, we are taking a look back at 
stories that appeared in these pages from 
2008 through 2017.
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The Episcopal Church welcomes you.

Charter Review Commission 
should discuss before deciding
Michael Bennett 

Months of opinion-gathering 
and fact-finding by the Cleveland 
Heights Charter Review Commis-
sion (CRC) went to waste at its 
June 7 meeting.
 Instead of engaging in thought-
ful discussion about our city’s form 
of government, and evaluating 
hundreds of comments from resi-
dents, commission members stated 
their preferences, with a majority 
in support of preserving the cur-
rent city manager-council form. 
This derailed the conversation, 
discomfited several commission 
members, and did little to move 
the process forward. A bit of con-
versation surfaced toward the end 
of the meeting, but the damage 
was done; the tenor was such that 
anyone even considering an elected 
mayor form of government had 
little ground on which to take a 
stand.
 I urge the commission to get 
the deliberation train back on a 
better track at its June 21 meet-
ing and beyond, for this and all 
other charter issues. Potential 
charter changes are too important 
to let the strongly and frequently 
expressed opinions of several pre-
clude open and honest deliberation 
among all.
 My understanding was that 
CRC members were chosen be-
cause they had no preconceived 
ideas of what charter changes 
would best serve residents. They 
spent months interviewing elected 
officials, stakeholders and others, 
and convened a community town 
hall meeting and online survey.
 Yet there was no discussion of 
all that information before opin-
ions started flying around June 7. 
At least one member (and perhaps 
more) did not even know about a 
32-page report detailing solicited 
community opinions, which over-
whelmingly favored an elected 
mayor form of government; there 
was no reference to any of the 
thoughtful comments it contained 
on both sides of the debate.
 CRC members have selflessly 
given a lot of time and attention to 
this vital public service. I am grate-

ful for their role and appreciate 
any toll it has taken on their lives 
at home, work or other volunteer 
engagements. But now is not the 
time to shy away from more hard 
work (there was a reference at the 
meeting that it would be easier to 
avoid major changes).
 At some point, yes, they will 
need to take a stand and a vote. 
Well before then—or even well 
before a show of hands indicating 
which way they are leaning on any 
issue—they should discuss and de-
liberate all the evidence they have 
gathered, starting from a point of 
neutrality.
 CRC members could, for in-
stance, review and discuss key take-
aways or questions they had from 
the lineup of speakers over the past 
months. They could delve into the 
32-page report and spend an entire 
meeting reviewing it to gauge the 
temperature of the community 
they represent. They could openly 
discuss comments from residents 
and council members that have 
been posted online as “Submissions 
to the Commission”—hopefully 
members have been reading and 
absorbing the information, but it 
is too valuable to not see the light 
of day in open discussion.
 Charter reviews don’t happen 
often—the city’s charter says CH 
City Council only has to determine 
once every 10 years whether to ap-
point a review commission. I hope 
the CRC will take sufficient time 
to deliberate carefully. I hope even 
more residents will engage in the 
process by attending commission 
meetings, submitting written fil-
ings to the commission, and shar-
ing their thoughts with city council 
members—they, ultimately, will 
take action on any recommenda-
tions the commission offers. For 
more information, go to www.
clevelandheights.com, and click on 
the Charter Review Commission 
link.

Michael Bennett is 29-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights. A former newspa-
per journalist, he  works at a nonprofit 
that inspires and connects people to 
transform our region. Reach him at 
michael@bennettstrategic.com.

Forest Hill will smile again
Jan Milic

Other than the azaleas and blos-
soming trees in Forest Hill, the 
best thing here is the homeowners 
association, regardless of what has 
been said in an ongoing dialogue. 
The “fuss” has been the private 
crusade of less than six people. 
Neighborhoods will always have 
“cranks,” but ours has been ex-
tremely aggressive. Since the 1950s, 
the association has nurtured the 
historic serenity of this area.
 In the 1950s, post-war couples 
worked hard to get ahead, and 
bought in Forest Hill, then an 
exclusive neighborhood. The resi-
dents were the movers and shakers 
of the city.
 We are now an amazingly di-
verse population. Some treasure 
the historic value of our proper-
ties; some don’t and won’t. No 
mandatory “dues” will change their 
outlook. What Forest Hill really 
needs is a stronger sense of “com-
munity”—individuals engaged in 
matters relevant to living here.
 The problem in any organiza-
tion is that there will always be 
individuals who don’t agree with 
the majority. They will leave, and, 
in the case of Forest Hill, try to 
splinter and divide those who want 
to enjoy peace and harmony.
 The Forest Hill Home Owners 
Association (FHHO) now seeks a 
new direction focused on peace, 
harmony and the involvement of 
residents who are smart, relatively 
affluent, and willing to put things 
back into balance.
 To do this, there are plans to 
advertise our community in high-
profile publications (such as or-
chestra programs) and participate 
more fully in city efforts, such as 
FutureHeights and representation 
at city hall for our concerns. As 
a cost savings, FHHO hopes to 
distribute timely information via e-
mail rather than USPS, but people 
must provide their e-mails.
 There must be more dialogue 
between side-by-side and across-
the-street neighbors. We must 
find common interests and better 
understand differences. On every 
walk I take and run into someone 
I do not know, I find out the most 

amazing things. I suggest a weekly 
(at least) walk around your block 
in different directions. I also find 
that many residents are dealing 
with housebound family members 
and/or their own restrictive health 
issues. These restrictions are often 
reflected in the less than perfect 
care of the property.
 I can count on one hand the 
number of original owners still 
here. A number of homes have 
been passed on to children or other 
relatives who have no interest in 
the neighborhood or their respon-
sibility to maintain the property. 
Other owners see no need to pay 
their mortgage or taxes. Homes 
go into foreclosure. The process is 
slow, and meanwhile the property 
deteriorates. 
 Last month (June) was desig-
nated “Neighbor Month” in Forest 
Hill.  Events were planned for each 
week, and residents were encour-
aged to have “pop up” parties on 
their front lawn, inviting passersby 
to stop and chat. Some people had 
refreshments, some did not, but 
conversation was the focus.
 I am convinced that more 
frequent interaction between 
neighbors and understanding each 
other’s circumstances can unify our 
beloved Forest Hill going into the 
future.

Jan Milic has been a Forest Hill resident 
for 42 years, and is a past-president of 
FHHO.
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Vouchers take money from public 
school students

Ari Klein

Our state legislature has set up 
several programs that divert pub-
lic school dollars to nonpublic 
entities. Most people believe that 
charter schools siphon public 
dollars away from local school 
districts. Not so widely known, 
however, is another state pro-
gram, known as EdChoice, which 
gives families tuition subsidies 
for private and parochial schools. 
The state also created the Jon 
Peterson Scholarship, a voucher 
for students with special needs, 
as well as another voucher for 
autistic children.
 The Peterson and autism 
vouchers enable families to re-
quest that the local public school 
district to evaluate their chil-
dren, if there is a special need 
suspected. If a child is identified 
with such a need, then the dis-
trict’s professional staff writes 
an individual education plan 
(IEP). The money lost to public 
schools per student can be as 
high as $27,000 per year, based 
on the identified special need 
and the cost of professional staff 
required for this work. Once the 
voucher is awarded, parents can 
use private schools to provide the 
services the child needs.
 Looking at only the Peter-
son scholarships, CH-UH, with 
around 5,200 students, is the 
smallest of five districts (out of 
more than 600 in the state) that 
has more than 100 students using 
these vouchers. Columbus, with 
more than 50,000 students, has 
only 99 students receiving these 
vouchers; Cincinnati, with a 
population of around 36,00, has 
297 scholarship students receiv-
ing them. Interestingly, with 17.5 
percent of CH-UH students 
identified with special needs last 
year, our district already serves 
a special needs population that 
is greater than that of most of 
the public school districts in the 
state.
 The state limits Peterson 
vouchers to no more than 5 
percent of the identified special 
education population. If that 
limit were applied locally, then 
CH-UH would be limited to 
only 46 scholarships per year, less 

than half of our current number. 
Although still wrong-headed, this 
would provide some protection 
against an overwhelming burden 
on our district. Around 100 Peter-
son vouchers added to 136 autism 
vouchers creates a huge financial 
burden for our district.
 Although special education 
law is extremely complicated, it 
is meant to protect children and 
ensure that they get the services 
they need. Often, however, private 
service providers game the system, 
enabling parents to demand a 
special needs identification with 
a higher dollar value, rather than 
one that addresses their children’s 
actual needs. 
 Another concern is that when 
parents sign up to receive services 
from these state-approved provid-
ers, they lose certain protections 
afforded them by federal law. Par-
ents are waiving their right to ap-
peal and to demand accountability 
from the provider. 
 Once our district professionals 
write the IEP, we have no jurisdic-
tion on how or if the services are 
provided. If a provider tells a par-
ent that the voucher dollars were 
used up in November and their 
child will not receive services for 
the rest of the year, there is no re-
course. What’s even worse is that 
the voucher service providers are 
not required to be licensed. 
 The state of Ohio, specifically 
the governor and general assembly, 
do not understand the financial 
impact that the vouchers and 
scholarships have on public school 
districts. When funds are taken 
out of our state allotment, our own 
students suffer—they receive fewer 
services, and our district is forced 
to seek new money through levies. 
 The current financial impact 
on the CH-UH treasurer’s five-
year forecast shows Community 
Schools, or charters, receiving $2.45 
million, EdChoice $3.22 million, and 
Peterson/autism $2.65 million. 
 As parents and taxpayers, we 
must make sure the law changes to 
help make public school districts 
self-sustaining. Bad legislation at 
the state level puts a tremendous 
burden on our schools and on us. 
Rigging the rules to de-fund pub-
lic schools pits neighbor against 
neighbor. We must elect a governor 
and legislators who will level the 
playing field and counteract the 
privatization agenda.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community 
member, math teacher at Cleveland 
Heights High School, and president of 
the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union.
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Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef 

In many Cuyahoga County cities, 
an owner may not transfer (sell or 
otherwise convey) a property with-
out a point of sale (POS) inspection. 
Cleveland Heights was an “early 
adopter” of POS inspections, back 
in the 1980s, because a farsighted 
city council recognized them as a 
vital tool for maintaining the city’s 
greatest asset, its historic housing 
stock. Our city was ahead of its 
time, and this has served us well.
 In 1995, Cleveland Heights 
became the first city in the United 
States to ban pesticides on the 
grounds of schools, day care centers, 
libraries and other public properties. 
Once again, Cleveland Heights was 
a forerunner among cities, both 
regionally and nationally.
 Currently, as in years past, 
citizens’ groups have asked our city 
council to consider various propos-
als for forward-thinking legislation. 
Here are two that we think could 
make Cleveland Heights a regional 
model in the not-too-distant future.
 Protect our neighborhoods 
with foreclosure bonds: The 
idea of this measure, informally 
known as foreclosure bond legis-

HEIgHTS Of 
DemOCRACy

lation, has been kicked around in 
Cleveland Heights since 2013, when 
it was first researched and proposed 
by residents from Grant Deming’s 
Forest Hill district and Noble/Nela. 
Council considered it in 2014 but 
declined to act.
 As area citizens have learned 
all too well since 2008, foreclosures 
often lead to vacancies, which lead 
to blight, which in turn devalues 
surrounding homes and can threaten 
the safety and stability of entire 
neighborhoods. Foreclosure bond 
legislation comes into effect when 
foreclosure by a bank or other lender 
causes a home to become vacant. 
The bank must then deposit with 
the city a substantial amount of 
money (the bond). The city will draw 
upon the bond to pay for the upkeep 
of the property if the responsible 
party fails to maintain it. If the bank 
(or its servicing company) keeps the 
home up to code until it undergoes 
POS inspection and is sold, the city 
will reimburse the amount of the 
bond, minus an annual administra-
tive fee.
 Good actors have nothing to 
fear from foreclosure bonds, which 
have been effective tools for fight-
ing blight in Springfield, Mass., and 
Canton and Youngstown, Ohio. Of 
course, less than reputable institu-
tions do not care for such legislation.
 Yes, foreclosures in Cleveland 
Heights have declined to pre-2008 
levels. However, The Wall Street 

Cleveland Heights legislation should safeguard equity and opportunity
Journal and other national publica-
tions have recently warned of a new 
housing bubble caused by relaxed 
lending standards. With a federal 
administration committed to shred-
ding banking regulations, we think 
it is only prudent to prepare for the 
next financial crisis. Foreclosure 
bonds are not a panacea, but we 
agree with Noble Neighbors and 
Greater Cleveland Congregations 
that they can be an important tool 
to prevent a devastating drop in 
housing values due to vacancy and 
blight. Let’s be the first community 
in Cuyahoga County to be ready for 
the next downturn.
 Consider high-speed mu-
nicipal broadband: Are you fed 
up with paying ever-higher prices for 
slow Internet? If so, you’ve got lots 
of company in Cleveland Heights. 
Some residents think we shouldn’t 
be satisfied with the duopoly of 
Spectrum and AT&T. They propose 
that Cleveland Heights fund a study 
to determine the financial feasibility 
of a municipal broadband utility, to 
provide high-speed service through-
out the city. They envision a network 
that would:
•  Provide high-speed, relatively 

low-cost Internet service to all 
residents, businesses, safety forces, 
schools, libraries and city hall.

•   Guarantee net neutrality and 
personal privacy, with no storage, 
provision, or display of individual 
or household data to third parties.

•  Be revenue-neutral; subscriptions 
would pay for infrastructure, 
overhead and payroll; any excess 
funds would be applied to reduc-
ing subscription prices.

•  Provide equitable access to low- 
and moderate-income households, 
eliminating the digital divide.

 If the study indicates that a 
municipal broadband utility could 
achieve these objectives, a charter 
amendment to create such a utility 
might conceivably be placed on the 
ballot for voters to decide in Novem-
ber 2019.
 As quoted in a June 6 Cleveland.
com article by Thomas Jewell, CH 
Council Member Michael Ungar 
said municipal broadband fits “right 
smack-dab in with our strategic 
plan,” because it would attract new 
residents, businesses and profession-
als to the city. We think foreclosure 
bond legislation, which preserves 
neighborhoods, supports the city’s 
master plan as well. One proposal 
is aspirational and future-oriented, 
the other would protect our existing 
assets. Both exemplify democratic 
ideals of equity and opportunity 
that Cleveland Heights citizens have 
long held dear.

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and 
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident. 
Deborah Van Kleef is a musician and 
writer, who has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for most of her life. Contact them 
at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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Susie Kaeser 

No one likes a whiner. Complainers 
who decry how hard, unfair or useless 
it is, come across as powerless, not as 
effective change agents. 
  Superintendent Talisa Dixon of 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights schools participates in a 
monthly meeting with superinten-
dents from Cleveland and 15 inner-
ring suburban districts. Because they 
serve our most vulnerable students, 
these districts are the most vulnerable 
to the state legislature’s obsession 
with basing high-stakes decisions on 
test scores. Because tests are predic-
tors of income rather than school 
quality, these districts and their stu-
dents are punished. 
  One glaring example was Ohio 
House Bill 70, which included a pu-
nitive provision giving state officials 
authority to take over school districts. 
Six variables—graduation rates and 
five performance measures based on 
test scores—are used to determine if 
a district is in “academic distress.” If 
test scores don’t improve after three 
years, governance responsibilities 
are taken from local elected boards 
and their superintendents. The as-
sumption is that those leaders are 
slackers and the solution is to have 
an appointed outsider lead.
  Youngstown and Lorain have 
already come under state control, and 
the outcomes have been disastrous. 
Three Cuyahoga County districts are 
next in line: East Cleveland, Maple 
Heights and Warrensville Heights. 
That’s just the local count. The take-
over threat is spreading across the 
state like the plague.
 Eight mid-sized districts facing a 
state takeover have joined together to 
propose an alternative, as have local 
leaders including Dixon. Earlier this 
year, after three vulnerable inner-ring 
district leaders asked for help, their 
peers joined in. “We didn’t want to 
just whine about it,” said Dixon. 
 They established a website, www.
publiceducationmatters.org, and met 
with legislators to explain their views 
on the implications of the House Bill 
70 provision. The tests used to grade 
districts have changed three times in 
the last four years, making the already 
questionable approach more unfair.
 “We need the Ohio Department 
of Education to understand what it 
does to communities,” said Dixon. 
Referring to her colleagues, she went 
on, “We are not sitting around doing 

THE cOMMON 
gOOD

nothing. We all want the same great 
things for our students. We don’t 
want a pass, but we don’t want to be 
held hostage to the state tests. They 
are holding us back.”
  The state report card gets in the 
way of focusing on goals related to 
quality education. Tests do not cap-
ture quality, nor do they account for 
the reality that children have many 
needs. School districts are committed 
to addressing those needs, but they 
can’t do it alone. 
  In May, state Reps. Kent Smith 
and Teresa Fedor proposed a three-year 
moratorium on takeovers. Smith also 
introduced an amendment to Senate 
Bill 216 that would do the same thing, 
and four Republicans on the education 
committee sided with him. Rather 
than take a vote, the chair adjourned 
the meeting. There is both support 
for change and powerful opposition to 
change.
  For too long, educators have 
been left out of state policymak-
ing. The reality of everyday life in 
schools seems to be irrelevant to 
those who have lost sight of the cor-
nerstone role public education plays 
in our communities and our democ-
racy. None of it is easily boiled down 
to a test score. Punishment does not 
create quality, and neither does tak-
ing governance of local schools away 
from local community leaders.
  While educators have not been 
included, they have not really inserted 
themselves into the policymaking 
arena, but that is changing. 
  “There is power in speaking with 
one voice,” observed Dixon. She is 
pleased that, through the inner-ring 
group, they have come together to ad-
dress a policy that is a very real threat 
to several members and to districts 
across the state. They are standing 
up for one another.
  The takeover option is bad for 
public education. It is bad for com-
munities and children. It doesn’t 
work. It reveals a central flaw in the 
state report card and the entire ac-
countability system that makes some 
districts more fragile because of the 
children they serve. Judgment does 
not reduce student vulnerability or 
improve outcomes. 
  It is important that districts that 
are not vulnerable to state takeover 
side with those that are. Bad policy is 
bad policy. Voices are important, and 
the more voices that unite and speak 
up, the more likely we are to have 
policies that serve the common good.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights and former director 
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the 
national board of Parents for Public 
Schools.

Educators speak with one voice

Join us and see South Africa like an 
insider and honored guest.
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southafricanexperiences.com               (216) 534-6172

South African Experiences
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www.heightslibrary.org   
(216) 932-3600 

“I teach at Case, and having access 
to books I need for work and for 
my kids too is pretty amazing. My 
kids devour books – they read 
constantly. The play area is fantastic 
as well; as a parent, I appreciate 
how Heights Libraries’ integrates 
early literacy and learning in their 
play area. We also attend some 
of the library’s programs, and 
appreciate the way the library 
creates a sense of community.” 

—Fey Parrill (and daughter Rilla)

Heights Libraries 
Is Here for You, 
Wherever You Are

Visit us in person, 
online, or in the 
community. 

“The amenities and the resources of the library are 
what keep me coming back. It’s really an incredible 
place. I love that teens have their own space to 
congregate, and I feel like the library is a welcoming 
and safe space for all members of the community. 
The librarians and staff here are all super helpful; they 
always assist me in finding whatever books, movies, 
and other materials I need. I can’t imagine a place 
more welcoming than Heights Libraries.”

—Charlene Adams

	
	
	
			
											
			
			
	
					
	
	
	
	
			
	
																																							
	 	
	
				

					 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Preserve the historic look 
of your home. Your existing 
windows can work like new!
.  sticky windows
.  broken ropes

.  cracked glass

.  weather 

(216) 321-7229

mjmwindowrestoration.com

Window 
RestorationMJM

Observer, a volunteer community 
newspaper, is recognized as among 
the best in Ohio,” said Deanna 
Bremer Fisher, publisher of the 
Heights Observer and executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights. “It’s an honor 
to be in the good company of so 
many respected publications that 
won awards. We’re grateful to the 
volunteers who have helped write, 
edit and deliver the paper, and the 
advertisers who have sustained it for 
the 10 years we have been in publica-
tion.”
 The awards program—the 
largest journalism competition in 
Ohio—was the 40th annual edition 
hosted by The Press Club of Cleve-
land. It was held downtown at the 
House of Blues.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is co-chair of the Heights Observer 
Advisory Committee, and is responsible 
for its advertising sales and market de-
velopment.

heights observer continued from page 1

University Heights honors Stinson

Walter stinson, pictured here with his wife, sara, celebrated his 90th birthday at the June 18 
University Heights City Council meeting. UH City Council honored stinson, who has been an 
employee with the city for more than 40 years, with a resolution recognizing his birthday and 
his many years of dedication to the city and its residents.
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UH hosts free July events
Kim Sergio Inglis

This summer, in addition to its an-
nual free concert series, the city of 
University Heights is introducing 
new free events.
 On Tuesday evenings through 
Aug. 15, 6:30–7:30 p.m., the city will 
host free yoga in Community Park, 
at 2301 Fenwick Road (off of Silsby 
Road).
 On Wednesday, July 11, at 9 p.m., 
UH will host Summer Movie Night 
featuring a showing of “Moana” on 
a 25-foot inflatable screen in Com-
munity Park. 
 Prior to the movie, at 7:45 p.m., 
Dr. U R Awesome will present a 
bubble show. 
 Viewers should plan to bring 
their own blankets, lawn chairs and 
snacks.
 University Heights’ Summer 
Concert Series, which kicked off in 
June, continues on Thursday eve-
nings at 7 p.m., though Aug. 16. 
 Performances take place in John 
Carroll University’s Hamlin Quad, 
and audience members are invited to 
bring their own blankets and chairs, 
and partake of food offered by food 
truck vendors. 

 The July concert lineup is below. 
[Note that an * indicates that the 
evening also features an ice-cream 
social.]
• July 5: J Blues Band
• July 12: Lost State of Franklin *
•  July 19: Blue Lunch Big Sound 

Blues
•  July 26: University Heights Sym-

phonic Band *

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. 
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mAy 22, 2018
Present were mayor michael Dylan Bren-
nan, Vice mayor Susan Pardee, and coun-
cil members Pamela Cameron, Phil Ertel, 
John Rach, Steven Sims, michele Weiss 
and mark Wiseman. Also present were 
Luke mcConville, law director; michael 
Frederick, interim finance director; and 
Kelly Thomas, clerk of council. The meeting 
was held from 7 to 8:40 p.m.

Home improvements in the city
mayor Brennan reported that the city is 
reviewing sketches of ideas for a new 
pocket park on Silsby Road, and that 
the Heritage Homes program (www.heri-
tagehomeprogram.org) is still available 
for interested residents. He also reported 
that some 300 lots have been cited by the 
city for lawn violations. The city will mow 
those lots (for a fee) unless the property 
owners can mow the grass before the city’s 
crew arrives.

Rental permits
Council approved revisions to the city or-
dinances (Ordinance 2018-28) regarding 
rental of one- and two-family dwelling units 
by increasing the frequency of inspections 
to annually instead of bi-annually. In order 
to cover the cost of the increased number 
of inspectors, fees will be doubled. Homes 
inspected last year will be inspected next 
year, as will homes to be inspected this 
year. Homes occupied by a single family 
and in which no rent is being paid will be 
exempted from this policy. Councilman 
Sims raised the concern that the fine for 
violating the inspection requirement is 
not limited. Councilman Wiseman noted 
that the language is standard for this type 
of ordinance but suggested it could be 
capped at, for example, three times the 
fee. Law Director mcConville will check 
with the prosecutor about the rate and 
said it can be amended later.

Paving contract approval
Council accepted a bid from Ronyak 
Paving to complete the 2018 street im-
provement project at a cost not to exceed 
$722,276. The next lowest bid was 
$774,000. Ronyak had the contracts for 
2016 and 2017 and has done good work. 
The work is to be completed within 60 
days of starting. Residents can check the 
city’s website for a list of streets receiving 
improvement.

Silsby home ready for sale
A home on Silsby Road that had been 
declared a nuisance property has been 
fully refurbished and is now ready for 
sale. Councilman Sims noted that not all 
nuisance homes need to be torn down—
some can be saved.

LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.

JUnE 4, 2018
Present were mayor michael Dylan 
Brennan, Vice mayor Susan Pardee, and 
council members Pamela Cameron, John 
Rach, michele Weiss and mark Wiseman. 
Councilman Steven Sims was absent. Also 
present were Luke mcConville, law direc-
tor; and Kelly Thomas, clerk of council. 
The meeting was held from 7 to 8:48 p.m.

Summer concert series
mayor Brennan reported that the city’s 
free summer concert series has begun. 
Concerts will be held on Thursdays at 7 

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.
 To receive regular e-mail post-
ings of full reports, send an e-mail 
to mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join 
through Google groups using “lwv-chuh 
observer reports” as a search phrase.
 These reports contain member 
observation and selected highlights 
of public meetings and are not official 
statements of the Heights Chapter of 
the League of Women Voters of Greater 
Cleveland. This disclaimer must accom-
pany any redistribution of these reports.

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

p.m. at John Carroll University’s Hamlin 
Quad through Aug. 16. For more informa-
tion, residents can call 216-932-7800, 
ext. 205.

Yoga at community park
Residents can enjoy free yoga at the 
community park at 2301 Fenwick Road, 
beginning Tuesday, June 19, 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Classes will be held every Tuesday 
through Aug. 15.

Property receivership process
Attorney matt yourkovitch gave a pre-
sentation on the property receivership 
process, using a property at 3886 Silsby 
Road as an example of a nuisance prop-
erty put into receivership and rehabbed 
by a private entity. He said that a neigh-
bor, a tenant, a municipality or a nonprofit 
development organization can bring an 
action to declare a property a nuisance. 
Councilman Wiseman praised the work 
on the property, saying it’s now an asset 
to the community.

Pedestrian improvements on 
South Green Road
Council approved a grant application, on 
emergency, for pedestrian and American 
Disabilities Act improvements on South 
Green Road between Cedar and Silsby 
roads. The $150,000 grant would be 
used to improve four crosswalks, install 
stamped concrete, re-roof a bus shelter 
and install a new bench at Cedar-Green.

Food trucks
Council passed an ordinance, on emer-
gency, allowing mobile food trucks on 
city property. The ordinance, sponsored 
by Councilwoman Weiss, will allow food 
truck owners to operate at special city 
events and will allow residents to hire 
food trucks for private events. Food truck 
owners will file an application with the 
city and pay a $10 permit fee per event, 
unless they are invited by the city. Vice 
mayor Pardee said the ordinance was 
based on ordinances in neighboring 
cities, adding that food trucks will be a 
wonderful asset to the city.

Recycling best practices
Service Director Jeffrey Pokorny asked 
residents to go to the Cuyahoga Recycles 
website, www.cuyahogarecycles.org, to 
ensure they’re recycling properly. He and 
mayor Brennan recently toured Kimble 
Recycling & Disposal in Twinsburg and 
saw firsthand the importance of keeping 
our recycling stream clean.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.
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to	  your	  young	  child!	  
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4	  years	  old	  or	  younger	  
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44106,	  44120,	  CH-‐UH,	  

East	  Cle.,	  Euclid	  or	  Shaker,	  visit	  

heightsfamily.org	  
for	  registra6on	  informa6on	  

lunch continued from page 1

land Food Bank, and they were very sup-
portive of our desire to introduce this 
important program again. The library is 
a fun and welcoming place for children 
and teens to explore age-appropriate 
activities and programs. The fact that 
we are providing free summer lunches 
again, as well, speaks to our ongoing 
commitment to supporting our youth.”
 In addition to offering dozens 

of free, nutritious meals, Heights 
Libraries will also promote literacy 
and summer reading-related activities 
at lunch each day. This combination 
is intended to nourish the bodies and 
minds of local youth, and prevent 
a decline in literacy skills over the 
summer—a phenomenon known as 
“summer slide.”
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) confirms the importance of 
library-hosted summer lunch programs: 
“By combining meals with reading pro-
grams, libraries are natural partners and 
ideal sites for summer meals.”
 According to the USDA, sum-
mer hunger is a reality for thousands 
of children across the country, pri-
marily those living in low-income 
households or “food deserts.” What’s 
more, hunger is a proven obstacle 
to learning, and a lack of nutritious 
food options during the summer can 
negatively impact a student’s school 
performance once the school year 
starts up again in the fall.
 For more information about the 
free summer lunch program, visit 
www.heightslibrary.org or call 216-932-
3600.

Jay Rosen is communications coordinator 
at Heights Libraries.
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mAy 22, 2018
Council members present were mayor 
Carol Roe, Vice mayor melissa yasinow, 
mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein, 
Cheryl L. Stephens and michael n. Ungar. 
The meeting lasted from 7:34 to 8:15 p.m.

Public comments
CAC letter: Stephen Titchenal, chair of 
the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC), 
presented a letter from the CAC expressing 
concern about housing discrimination, as 
represented by landlord refusal to accept 
housing vouchers from the Cuyahoga 
metropolitan Housing Authority.
 Cuyahoga County government book: 
Blanche Valancy, voter services co-chair 
of the Heights Chapter of the League of 
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland, an-
nounced the release of Here’s Cuyahoga 
County, a 103-page book about county 
government. The entire text can be ac-
cessed at www.lwvgreatercleveland.org, 
under Our League/Publications, or at bit.
ly/lwvgc-hcc.

Gun Violence Awareness Day
Vice mayor yasinow introduced a resolu-
tion proclaiming June 1, 2018 as the fourth 
annual national Gun Violence Awareness 
Day. moms Demand Action/Every Town 
for Gun Safety had advocated for this. 
She read the names of the students and 
teachers killed in the recent massacre in 
Santa Fe, Texas, before the unanimous 
vote. Residents are urged to wear orange 
on that date to participate.

Charter Review Commission
mayor Roe stated that council appreci-
ates transparency, noting that [council 
members] are considering equipment for 
the committee room for audio recording 
of meetings and phone conferencing. 
She continued by reading a letter to Larry 
Keller, facilitator of the Charter Review 
Commission’s work, signed by council 
members Ungar, yasinow, Dunbar, and 
herself. The letter countered Council mem-
ber Seren’s statement to the commission 
that the majority of council is not interested 
in placing an issue on the ballot, and de-
clared that council members look forward 
to the commission’s recommendations and 
will review them with open minds. The 
letter further stated that the signatories 
found Seren’s statement [to be] reckless, 
irresponsible and false.

Council Member Stephens’ primary 
election victory
Stephens thanked the public for support 
of her nomination in the recent primary 
election to represent District 10 in the 
Cuyahoga County Council. She pledged 
to work on behalf of all of the citizens 
of District 10. mayor Roe extended con-
gratulations.

Mayor’s report
mayor Roe read a letter from the family 
of miriam Johnson in which the family 
expressed its appreciation for the tireless 
work of Cleveland Heights Police De-
partment officers and detectives in their 
efforts to find miriam, solve her murder, 
and arrest those at fault. They [said they] 
felt the police all took their concerns seri-
ously, kept them informed, and gave them 
comfort and assurance that justice would 
be done.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

JUnE 4, 2018
Council members present were Vice may-
or melissa yasinow, mary Dunbar, Kahlil 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Seren, Cheryl L. Stephens and michael n. 
Ungar. Absent were mayor Carol Roe and 
Council member Jason Stein. The meeting 
lasted from 7:38 to 8:52 p.m.

Public comments
Council support of the public schools: 
James Posch, school board president, 
thanked council for its stand supporting 
the public schools. He mentioned the 
ranking of districts and the changing 
methodologies for state report cards, 
gun safety, and the proposed transfer 
of powers from the Ohio Department of 
Education and state school board to a 
governor-appointed entity.
 Foreclosure bond legislation: Frank 
Ford of Kirtland, representing the Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy, noted that 
foreclosure rates are down, almost to what 
they were before the crisis, but that the 
current federal government is deregulat-
ing. Resident michael Gaynier called it a 
simple investment and a tool to use against 
lenders who do a poor job.
 municipal broadband fiber network: 
Four residents spoke about the need to 
study the feasibility of publicly available 
broadband. They advocated that this be 
treated as a utility that is revenue neutral 
(citizens should be shareholders) and 
provides choice, net neutrality, speed 
and privacy. Council member Ungar 
commented that broadband seems to fit 
in with the city’s strategic plan and that 
citizens should be involved.

CDBG funds
Council authorized the reprogramming 
and reallocation of Community Develop-
ment Block Grants (CDBG) as follows:
•  An additional allocation of $139,893 

has been awarded to the city of Cleve-
land Heights.

•  Cedar Taylor Development Associa-
tion received $10,000 for streetscape 
enhancements.

•  FutureHeights’ Community Capacity- 
Building program received $33,000.

•  Gesher received $5,000 for operating 
expenses for its referral program.

•  Heights Emergency Food Center re-
ceived $19,577.

•  The food bank at Start Right Community 
Development received $10,000.

Stormwater management
Credit opportunities are available to own-
ers who make modifications to impervious 
areas on their property. Information can 
be found at www.neorsd.org/fee-credit.

Mayor’s report
Vice mayor yasinow read mayor Roe’s 
report, which noted:
•  Three community members for the Im-

migration Task Force were chosen from 
numerous applications: Robin Koslen, 
Kermit Lind and michael Sharon. 

• Denver Brooker’s appointment to the 
Board of Zoning Appeals was approved 
unanimously, as was the appointment of 
Gregory Ross to the Architectural Board 
of Review.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries on-
line at www.heightsobserver.org.
see disclaimer on page 8.

CH neighborhood development 
funding opportunities available
Brian Iorio

The city of Cleveland Heights 
is accepting applications for the 
Program Year 45 (2019) Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), and for a new grant: the 
2018 Strategic Impact Opportunity 
(SIO). Nonprofit organizations 
that serve low- and moderate-
income residents, or those non-
profits involved in the elimination 
of “slum and blight conditions” 
within the city, are encouraged to 
apply.
 The SIO is a special funding 
opportunity that targets neighbor-
hoods along the Noble Road Cor-
ridor, bordered by Mayfield Road, 
Ivydale Road, and Euclid Heights 
Boulevard to the north; South Tay-
lor Road to the east; Cedar Road 
to the south; and Lee Road to the 
west. All CDBG-eligible activities 
that take place in those target areas 
can be considered eligible for fund-
ing.
 Both grants share the same ap-
plication process, application form 
and timetable for review; however, 
funds awarded under the SIO will 
be available to use in fall 2018. 
Applicants can indicate that they 
are seeking SIO funds by selecting 
the option in the second question 
of the pre-application. The pre-

application must be submitted and 
approved before applicants may 
work on the main application. The 
open period for accepting applica-
tions will run from 12 a.m., June 6, 
to 11:59 p.m., July 16.
 Additional information, in-
cluding a link to the application 
portal, can be found at www.cleve-
landheights.com/cdbg.

Brian Iorio is a development officer in 
the Office of Planning & Development 
for the city of Cleveland Heights. He 
also serves as the CDBG coordinator.

 

 

 

Honest and Fair 

Finish carpenters & salesman 
wanted: Home Improvements 

Good Leads � Call (216) 392-1335 

12 months  
same as cash! 

216.397.6349 

Bathrooms $3,880 !! 
SPECIALIZING IN 
RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAYS 

 

cim.edu/prep

CHOOSE SUPERIOR  
MUSIC EDUCATION

INSTRUCTION FOR ALL 
AGES AND SKILL LEVELS

Now enrolling for fall 2018!

 • Take one-on-one  
  instrumental or vocal  
  lessons with a member of  
  CIM’s renowned faculty.

 • Introduce your kids to  
  strings or piano with the  
  Suzuki method, where  
  children learn music the  
  same way they learned to  
  talk—through listening,  
  imitation, repetition and  
  encouragement.

 • Make music together in  
  ensembles through the  
  chamber music program or  
  Children’s Choir.

Locations in University Circle, 
Shaker Heights, Chagrin Falls 
and Westlake

Preparatory and Continuing Education
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JULY LINEUP

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

UNIVERSITYCIRCLE.ORG/WOW

JULY 11 // Lost State of Franklin
Rockabilly  

JULY 18 // Son Gitano
Latin, Salsa

JULY 25 // Otis & The Shoreway Saints   
Rock, Dance
Healthy WOW! Night and ADA Cleveland Night
Movie at 9 PM: Coco

PHOTO BY DOWNIE PHOTOGRAPHY.

WADE OVAL WEDNESDAYS
NOW THROUGH AUGUST 22  //  6-9 P.M.

FREE Outdoor Concerts
on Wednesday Evenings  

in University Circle

WOW!

North Coventry block party is Aug. 4

 
 

216.233.9253 
OldBlueHomeInspections.com 

 
 

Old Blue  
Home 

Inspections 
 

Radon Testing 
Termite Inspection 

Comprehensive Home Inspections 
 

Let Old Blue work for You  

 

Forum will promote ‘front porch culture’
Sruti Basu

FutureHeights invites residents and 
others to a free public forum, “Place-
making: How to Create a Front Porch 
Culture,” on Tuesday, July 17, 7–8:30 
p.m., at the BottleHouse Brewing 
Company, 2050 Lee Road.
 The forum will consider: In what 
creative and non-traditional ways are 
neighbors connecting and building 
resilience? How can the community 
build on its assets, including its diver-
sity and civic-mindedness, to make it 
a more desirable place to live?
 Speakers will tell stories of 
building community, or “front porch 
culture,” in unlikely places, as well 

as on actual front porches. The 
event will provide participants with 
opportunities to listen and learn, 
discuss ideas and find inspiration.
 Topics will include the roles of 
the built environment in building 
community, and the usefulness of 
sometimes challenging the prevail-
ing narrative about community life 
in the Heights.
 Register for this free event at 
https://frontporchforum.eventbrite.com. 
For more information, visit www.
futureheights.com, call 216-320-1423 or 
e-mail sbasu@futureheights.org.

Sruti Basu is the director of community - 
building programs at FutureHeights.

don king continued from page 1

Cleveland for 12 years, advocating 
for the needs of the poor and un-
derserved, and has held an annual 
pet blessing service at the church 
every fall. 
 For one week each summer, 
under King’s leadership, Hope Lu-
theran Church hosted a weeklong 
Christian day camp, free of charge, 
for neighborhood children—a 
camp that Peace Lutheran will 
continue to host.
 King has lived in Cleveland 
Heights since 1985, in the Bucking-
ham Condominiums at the corner 
of Fairmount and Euclid Heights 
boulevards. He plans to remain there 
following his retirement, “unless the 

proposed ‘Top of the Hill’ project 
botches things up,” he said with a 
smile.
 King’s last Sunday serving as 
pastor will be July 29. He will preach 
at the 10 a.m. worship service at 
Peace Lutheran Church. Together, 
he and Bishop Abraham Allende, of 
the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the 
ELCA, will lead the worship service. 
A celebration in King’s honor will 
follow the service, and community 
is invited to attend.

Jessica Shields is co-pastor at Peace Lu-
theran Church. She has lived in Cleveland 
Heights since moving to this region in 
2007.

Courtney Arbogast

On Aug. 4, FutureHeights, in part-
nership with the city of Cleveland 
Heights and several community 
groups, will host a back-to-school 
block party in the North Coventry 
neighborhood. The event will cel-
ebrate the beginning of a new school 
year with food, music and other 
activities. The party will take place 
from noon to 3 p.m. on Avondale 
Avenue, a portion of which the city 
will close for the event.
 During the party, Artful Cleve-
land will outline a community art 
piece that party attendees can help 
bring to life. Ensemble Theatre will 
facilitate theater games. Lake Erie 

Ink will help community members 
create a “story quilt” by piecing to-
gether short responses to a prompt. 
Children will be able to play in the 
bounce house provided by Amaz-
ing Bouncers Ohio. The Cleveland 
Heights Fire Department will visit, 
giving everyone the opportunity to 
meet local firefighters and explore a 
fire truck.
 If you live in the North Cov-
entry neighborhood and are inter-
esting in helping with the event, 
contact Courtney Arbogast at the 
FutureHeights office, 216-320-1423 or 
cxa194@case.edu.

Courtney Arbogast is an Americorps VIS-
TA summer associate at FutureHeights.

30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA 
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP  

$59  
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY) 

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.  
(216) 371-9760 

www.atmacenter.com 

/atmacenter  @atmacenter108  

Celebrating  
20 Years! 

1415 S. Belvoir Road, South Euclid Ohio 44121 (with free parking.)
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Summer in the Heights is better by bike

life CyCle

Heights Bicycle Coalition 

Looking for a safe and fun way to 
get out and enjoy the summer while 
also getting some exercise? The 
Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC) 
is sponsoring free and fun rides all 
summer long for riders of all ages 
and experience levels.
 On Saturday, July 14, join HBC 
for “Lenny’s Tour de Cleveland 
Heights.” Meet at the DeLisle 
Educational Center, at 4898 Su-
perior Road in Cleveland Heights, 
at 10 a.m. for a ride around town, 
led by Lenny Horowitz. The 13-
mile scenic ride will travel through 
Cain, Cumberland and Forest Hill 
parks, through the Cedar Fairmount 
district, and then follow the North 
Park Boulevard bike lane to Hatha-
way Brown School before heading 
back to DeLisle. Riders are eligible 
to receive a 50 percent discount on 
a Cumberland Pool one-day swim 
pass after the ride.
 A “Family Playground Ride” 
takes place on Sunday, July 22, 
1–3 p.m., starting at Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Park (2843 Washington 
Blvd.). Greg Jolivette will lead this 
family bike ride on side streets 
and bike paths to the playground 
at Horseshoe Lake Park. The ride 
will take a slow, family-friendly 
pace. Families then can enjoy the 
playground and other facilities at 
Horseshoe Lake, along with pop-
sicles provided by HBC. The ride is 
approximately 3.5 miles and slightly 
uphill.
 On Sunday, Aug. 5, the “Ex-
plore University Heights by Bike” 
ride will depart University Heights 
Community Park (2301 Fenwick 
Road, off Silsby Road) at 1 p.m. Led 

by Sarah O’Keefe, this is a great 
ride for biking families and family-
friendly bicyclists. Explore the 
paths and sidewalks of the Fenwick 
Road neighborhood and nearby 
parks. The ride will be conducted 
at a slow and steady pace on resi-
dential roads and sidewalks, ending 
at the Community Park playground 
at approximately 2:30 p.m., with an 
ice cream treat for riders.
 Everyone is welcome to join 
these rides, and reservations are 
not necessary. For all HBC rides, 
parents must accompany children 
under 16. Children riding on their 
own must be confident riding on 
two-wheeled bikes with no training 
wheels. Children on or in trail-a-
bikes, bike trailers, cargo bikes and 
bikes with child seats are welcome.
 HBC encourages everyone to 
consider pedaling instead of driv-
ing to summer events. Getting 
there by bike is healthy, economi-
cal and a stress reliever that avoids 
the hassle of parking and traffic 
congestion. 
 Events that are “better by 
bike” include University Cir-
cle events, such as Wade Oval 
Wednesdays, museums and edu-
cational institutions, and the 
upcoming GardenWalk Cleveland 
events in Little Italy, North Col-
linwood and Slavic Village on 
Sunday, July 8.
 For a current list of HBC- 
sponsored activities and addi-
tional Northeast Ohio bike-related 
events, check out the calendar on 
HBC’s website, www.bikesinthe-
heights.org.

Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit dedicated to educating 
and encouraging Heights community 
members to use bicycles as a sustain-
able and healthy form of transporta-
tion and recreation. This article was 
written by coalition board members 
Jamison Babb, Mary Dunbar and 
Debra Franke.

Jessica Cohen, abstained. Two CRC 
members, Patricia Ajdukiewicz and 
David Perelman, were absent from 
the June 21 meeting, but had previ-
ously expressed opposition to the 
popularly elected-mayor option.
 Speaking in support of a gov-
ernment led by a popularly elected 
mayor, Cohen stated that this form 
of government provides two criti-
cal elements that are missing from 
the current government in Cleve-
land Heights: “an elected executive 
to articulate a strong public vision” 
and an electoral process that “al-
lows citizens to hold him or her 
accountable.”
 Rautenberg agreed, saying, 
“We have a vacuum in leadership 
in Cleveland Heights. I don’t know 
how we can expect seven people to 
be ‘a leader.’”
 West countered, asking how 
one person can provide leadership 
when seven people cannot. She also 
stated that a mayor-council form of 

government guarantees conflict in 
the governance of the community, 
through disagreements between 
the elected mayor and the elected 
council.
 In response, Rautenberg said 
that where some see conflict be-
tween the mayor and council, she 
sees “the opportunity for a healthy 
system of checks and balances.”
 Speaking in support of retain-
ing the current council-manager 
form of government, Vail said that 
people qualified to lead the city 
are more likely to apply for a city 
manager position than to run for 
mayor. With respect to account-
ability, he said the election of seven 
council members currently ensures 
that the government is account-
able to local residents.
 Regarding the composition of 
city council, three CRC members, 
Carla Rautenberg, Allosious Snod-
grass and Howard Maier, voted to 
support changing to a city council 

that would include some members 
elected by ward or district, with 
other council members elected 
at large. The nine other CRC 
members who were present at that 
point in the meeting, Craig Cobb, 
Jessica Cohen, Michael Gaynier, 
C. Randolph Keller, Jack Newman, 
Maia Rucker, Katherine Solender, 
James Vail and Sarah West, voted 
to reject the inclusion of ward-
based members. (Vince Reddy 
had left the meeting prior to that 
vote.)
 Near the conclusion of the 
June 21 meeting, CRC members 
agreed to move forward with the 
process of preparing possible char-
ter amendments, working within 

crc continued from page 1

Observe!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like 
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center  
(www.heightsobserver.org). 

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story 
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s 
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts. 
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily 
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be  
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and 
let you know if we have any questions. 

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer  
   is a piece of cake!

CRC member Jim vail speaking at the commission’s June 21 meeting.

the context of the current council-
manager form of government.
 Snodgrass commented that the 
group’s decision to leave the basic 
structure of Cleveland Heights’ 
government intact would cause 
some citizens to pursue a petition 
drive for a ballot issue to amend 
the charter.
 The CRC’s next meeting will 
be held on Thursday, July 5, 7 p.m. 
at Cleveland Heights City Hall.

Robert Brown is a city planner with 
more than 40 years of experience, in-
cluding nine years as Cleveland ’s city 
planning director. A resident of Cleve-
land Heights for 40-plus years, Brown 
serves on the board of FutureHeights.
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Cleveland Heights Community Center
440.655.5394 � jazzercise.com

marybethmccnn@gmail.comSIGN UP NOW! - 9 weekly classes

When each new client you refer to Quintana's Barber &
Dream Spa fills out a referral card with your name, during

their visit,you're automatically entered into our Referral
Contest. One winner who referred the most new clients to
Quintana's Barber & Dream Spa will win and receive two
dress circle tickets for Saturday,  August 25th at 1:30pm.

WWinners will also receive a gift certificate to the
Speakeasy at Quintana's & Aveda swag bag.

Drawing will be held Tuesday,  Aug. 21st. 

Score Tickets to see Hamilton
in our Summer Referral Contest

Located in Cedar Fairmount Business District 
at the top of CEDAR HILL in CLEVELAND HEIGHTS 

 Visit www.cedarfairmount.org • www.facebook.com/CedarFairmountSummerFest 
Or call  216-791-3172 For More Information.

CEDAR FAIRMOUNT 
17TH   ANNUAL

SUNDAY, AUGUST  12th

NOON - 5:00PM

Arts & Craft Sale, Euclid Beach Rocket Car, 
Balloon Clown, Face Painting, Fire Truck, 

Monster House, Super Heroes, 
Music & Entertainment, Children’s Activities, 

Merchant and Restaurant Specials & More!
ELITE SPONSORS: 

CEDAR FAIRMOUNT LLC, CEDAR GRANDVIEW BUILDING,
 CLEVELAND HEIGHTS CHURCH, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS DENTAL, 

DAVE’S SUPERMARKETS, DELUXE OUTDOOR SERVICES, INC., 
EDWARD JONES INVESTMENTS, FIFTH THIRD BANK,   

HEIGHTS MEDICAL BUILDING, MANGANO LAW OFFICES LPA, 
NEW VISTA ENTERPRISES, NIGHTTOWN RESTAURANT

July 9 coffee explains historic 
preservation tax credit programs

Emily Benson

In a July 9 event open to the pub-
lic, Heritage Ohio and the city of 
Cleveland Heights invite property 
owners and developers to learn 
how to help finance the reha-
bilitation of older commercial and 
mixed-use buildings using historic 
preservation tax credits.
 Over coffee and doughnuts, 
representatives from Ohio’s De-
velopment Services Agency and the 
State Historic Preservation Office 
will introduce attendees to state 
of Ohio and federal tax credit pro-
grams, and explain how they can 
be used to make redevelopment 
projects more affordable.
 The free event will take place 
at the Lee Road Branch of Heights 
Libraries, at 2345 Lee Road, on 
Monday July 9, 4:30–5:30 p.m. 
Cleveland Heights’ Daylight Do-
nuts will provide the doughnuts 
and coffee.
 “In one quick hour, we can 
show you how it works and in-
troduce you to the people who 
manage the program,” said Joyce 
Barrett, director of Heritage Ohio.
 Presenting at the event will 
be Nathan Bevil, a reviewer of the 

integrity of proposed work with 
the State Historic Preservation 
Office; Lisa Brownell, an Ohio De-
velopment Services Office manager 
who assists applicants; and Barb 
Powers, who runs the National 
Register process for Ohio, which is 
the qualifying designation needed 
to use certain historic tax credits.
 As Ohio’s official historic pres-
ervation and Main Street organiza-
tion, Heritage Ohio fosters eco-
nomic development and sustain-
ability through the preservation 
of historic buildings, revitalization 
of downtowns and neighborhood 
commercial districts, and promo-
tion of cultural tourism. 
 For more information, visit 
www.heritageohio.org or call Brian 
Anderson at the Cleveland Heights 
Economic Development Depart-
ment office, at 216-291-2617.

Emily Benson is a summer intern at Fu-
tureHeights and incoming sophomore 
at Loyola University Chicago.

Leadership program seeks applicants

Sandra Kluk

In 2006, the Jack, Joseph and Mor-
ton Mandel Foundation, along with 
then-Cleveland Mayor Michael 
White, established a leadership 
training program for engaged 
neighborhood leaders. The Neigh-
borhood Leadership Development 
Program (NLDP) is a free, 16-ses-
sion community engagement train-
ing program for residents of Cleve-
land and its inner-ring suburbs who 
are working on projects within 
Cleveland and who are determined 
to make a positive impact on their 
communities.
 Twenty committed individu-
als are chosen for the program 
each year. NLDP participants and 
graduates are diverse and have 
many interests. They are working 
on a variety of issues to improve 
life in their communities.
 Sharon Core, a University 
Heights resident, was a partici-
pant this past year. Core, an or-
dained minister in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), sees her life’s 
work as one of making connections 
with God, with one another and 
with community. 
 During 25 years of parish 
ministry, her leadership has been 
centered on making those connec-
tions and creating opportunities 
for people to explore their own 
gifts and callings.
 One of her goals is to find 
ways the Presbytery can develop a 
greater understanding of what its 

churches are 
do ing  and 
w h a t  t h e y 
are facing in 
their  dai ly 
work. 
 Core sees 
connection 
to the com-
munity as im-
portant for her church and wants 
to find ways to be more supportive 
and encouraging and to rethink 
strategies to strengthen community 
fabric.
 NLDP enabled her to gain 
skills that will help her in her work. 
Core discovered ways that she 
could lead and work with others 
differently. It gave her an under-
standing of her strengths and the 
areas in which she needed to be 
more intentional.
 Every NLDP participant has 
ongoing access to the services of 
a program coach. NLDP coaches 
give advice and support tailored to 
the needs of the participant.
 The 16 sessions are held on 
Saturdays at Trinity Commons, 
2230 Euclid Ave. The deadline for 
applications is Aug. 3. 
 For additional information and 
to view the curriculum and online 
application, visit www.nldpcleve-
land.com, or call 216-776-6167.

Sandra Kluk, a 33-year Heights resi-
dent, is program administrator for the 
Neighborhood Leadership Develop-
ment Program.

Rev. sharon Core, a recent 
NLDP participant
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Students at Noble Elementary School 
can walk along the California coast-
line during recess. They can run 
from Maine to Washington State, 
and hop from the islands of Hawaii 
all the way to Alaska—all thanks to 
Heights High graduate and Noble 
alumnus Dylan Polley, who painted 
a map of the United States on the 
Noble playground for his Eagle Scout 
project this spring.
 Working over the course of sev-
eral days in April, Polley organized 
a team of family and friends to help 
with the project, which was intended 
to show his leadership skills. 
 Eagle Scout is the highest rank 
of scouting, with only 6 percent of 
those involved in Boy Scouts ever 
achieving the honor. The final proj-
ect requires a scout to “plan, develop 
and give leadership to others in a 
service project helpful to any reli-
gious institution, any school or your 
community,” according to the Boy 
Scouts of America website.
 Polley was partly inspired to 
paint the map by his youngest 
brother, Nicolas, who just finished 
first grade at Noble. “This is my 
community, and I know Principal 
Coleman from when I went here,” 
said Polley. “Plus, I want these kids 
to be able to learn the states with-
out just sitting behind a desk. Now 
they can run across the country on 
a nice day.”
 Finding a nice day to complete 
his project proved a bit of a challenge 
for Polley and his team. Because he 

Jazmyn Blockson

The Cleveland Heights High School 
Class of 2008 will celebrate its 10-
year reunion this summer, and invites 
all Heights High alumni to partake 
in the free event—especially those 
who attended the school between 
2004 and 2012.
 The celebration will be held at 
Caledonia Park (896 Ravine Drive) 
on Saturday, July 21, from noon to 
8 p.m. There will be food trucks, 
games, music and other entertain-
ment, and the entire family is wel-
come.
 While the event is free, dona-
tions are requested. Funds raised will 
support the Brandon James Scholar-
ship Foundation at Heights High.
 To RSVP and donate to the 
scholarship fund, go to chhs08cook-
out.eventbrite.com. Questions and 
comments should be e-mailed to 
chhs08classreunion@gmail.com. 

Jazmyn Blockson is a black young pro-
fessional who has lived in the Noble 
neighborhood for 15 years and worked in 
Cleveland for three years.

had to finish before his 18th birthday 
in early May, and because spring 
was cold and wet, he had only three 
days to actually work. He rounded 
up family and friends, including his 
mother, Adele, and brother, Jared, 
who recently finished his sophomore 
year at Heights High and who will 
work toward his own Eagle Scout 
status next year.
 “Between baseball season, finals, 
prom and graduation, I’m honestly 
just glad I got it done,” said Pol-

ley, who plans 
to study com-
puter science 
at Kent State 
University in 
the fall.
 He received 
some donated 
materials from 
Home Depot 
and relied on 
contributions 
for the rest of 
his purchases, 
which included 
37 giant sten-

cils that had to be carefully placed 
side by side on the playground. The 
final product is bright and colorful 
and can’t be missed.
 “It was like a trip down Memory 
Lane to come back here,” Polley said. 
“I walked in the building and saw 
Noble Knights painted on the wall, 
which used to be our mascot before 
we all became Tigers.”
 Polley has participated in Boy 
Scouts for years, working his way up 
through the ranks in Troop 585. “I 

wanted to become an Eagle Scout to 
show people what I’m capable of. If 
anyone ever doubts my work ethic, I 
can point to this,” he said.
 His parents are immensely proud 
of their son’s commitment to scout-
ing. His mother, who put in many 
hours helping her son finish the 
project, said, “[I] was amazed at his 
determination to do this for Noble 
school. I see the kids and parents lov-
ing it. And I see how proud Dylan is 
whenever we visit [the map] or speak 
about it.”
 Nicolas is proud, too. “I think it’s 
amazing that my brother did this,” 
he said, pointing out the map to his 
classmates. While the 7-year-old 
struggled to identify specific states, 
he knew exactly who to thank for 
leaving such a colorful and lasting 
mark on his school playground.  

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former 
district teacher and a freelance journalist 
under contract with the CH-UH City 
School District. A longer version of this 
article appeared at www.chuh.org.

Eagle Scout paints U.S. map at Noble Elementary

Heights class of 
2008 invites all 
alums to reunion
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Jared, Dylan and Nicolas Polley. 

At Judson, our mission of Bringing Community to Life, isn’t 
just a tag line. It’s a philosophy that embraces passionate 
people of all ages and interests, offering limitless 
possibilities and guiding everything we do. Wherever you 
live at Judson, you’ll enjoy a vibrant community with 
stimulating lectures, engaging social and educational 
experiences, volunteer opportunities and more. The best 
part? Knowing that should the unexpected happen, you’ve 
got a team of experts ready to help and quality care 
options at your fingertips.

• Retirement Living
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care
• Short Term Rehabilitation
• Long Term Skilled Nursing Care

For more information, please call (216) 298-1025 
or visit judsonsmartliving.org

Judson Manor      •     Judson Park     •      South Franklin Circle
University Circle Cleveland Heights Chagrin Falls

Judson – Bringing Community to Life
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Scott Wortman

The newly renovated Cleveland 
Heights High School building has 
earned LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) Gold 
certification—a globally recognized 
symbol of sustainability achieve-
ment. LEED provides a framework 
to create healthy, highly efficient 
and cost-saving green buildings.
 Heights High earned 63 points, 
out of a possible 110, to achieve the 
second-highest level of certification. 
(Platinum is the highest level, fol-
lowing by Gold, Silver, and Certi-
fied.)
 Sustainability was a priority 
for the CH-UH community in the 
Heights High renovation project.
 A key sustainability feature 
is the school’s hybrid geothermal 
system, which enabled the district 
to meet both sustainability and fi-
nancial goals. Geothermal systems 
leverage the earth’s natural proper-
ties in order to heat and cool build-
ings. By using a hybrid system, the 
school can achieve approximately 
90 percent of the energy savings 

Cathan Cavanaugh

The CH-UH City School District 
raised nearly $20,000 for the Amer-
ican Heart Association (AHA) 
this past school year, through vari-
ous “Red Out” events. The AHA 
uses money raised through such 
campaigns to fund cardiovascular 
research, preventative education, 
quality improvement initiatives in 
hospitals, and advocacy work in 
Ohio.
 Several CH-UH elementary 
schools participated in Jump Rope 
for Heart and Hoops for Heart fun-
draisers, where students jump rope 
and play basketball at school while 
soliciting donations from friends, 
family and the community. 
 Through these programs, stu-
dents learn the importance of physi-
cal activity, proper nutrition and 
saying no to smoking to maintain a 
healthy heart.
 Board of Education (BOE) staff 
celebrated Red Out Day on each Fri-
day in February, purchasing T-shirts 
for the occasion through the AHA.
 Talisa Dixon, CH-UH schools 

of a full geothermal system, for ap-
proximately 60 percent of the cost.
 The school’s susta inabi l ity 
extends beyond the geothermal 
system:
 • In the natatorium, waste heat 
from the pool’s HVAC unit, rather 
than being exhausted outside, is 
used to heat the pool water.
 • The design incorporates inte-
rior and exterior LED lighting.
 • The project team improved 
the envelope, provided triple-paned 
operable windows in classrooms, 
and incorporated sawtooth skylights 
into center science classrooms.
 Heights High is projected to 
have annual energy consumption 
savings of 38 percent in total energy 
consumption savings, 42 percent 
in interior lighting energy, and 61 
percent in exterior lighting energy.
 To see the building’s complete 
LEED scorecard, visit www.usgbc.
org/projects/heights-high-school-ofcc. 

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of com-
munications for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.

superintendent, has served on the 
local AHA board of directors since 
2016.
 In what has become an an-
nual tradition, Roxboro Elementary 
School celebrated this year’s fund-
raising success with jump-rope dem-
onstrations, cheering, and pies-in-
the-face for staff. The school raised 
$11,453.20 for the AHA this year, 
placing fourth out of 114 schools in 
the region comprising Lake, Geauga, 
Ashtabula and Medina counties, and 
half of Cuyahoga County, and placing 
44th out of more than 1,200 partici-
pating schools in Ohio.
 This year’s fundraising totals 
by school and office were: Roxboro 
Elementary, $11,453.20; Gearity 
Professional Development, $3,407.83; 
Noble Elementary, $1,542.50; Fairfax 
Elementary, $864; Oxford Elementa-
ry, $674.21; BOE office, $560; Heights 
High, $500; Canterbury Elementary, 
$400; Boulevard Elementary, $280.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the communica-
tions administrative assistant for the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
City School District.

CHHS is LEED Gold certified

MAY 15, 2018
Board President Jim Posch, Vice President 
Jodi Sourini, and board members Dan 
Heintz and Malia Lewis were present. Bev-
erly Wright was absent. Superintendent 
Talisa Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer 
were also present. The meeting was called 
to order at 7 p.m. and was adjourned at 
9:20 p.m.

Administrative staff increases
Board Member Heintz said the commu-
nity has expressed some concern about 
the growth of the administrative staff. The 
middle school appointed a new adminis-
trator to address discipline concerns. Oth-
er administrative appointments may be 
considered for a middle school Options 
program, similar to the high school pro-
gram, and for the Community in Schools 
program.

Community in Schools 
Community in Schools (CIS) is a national 
program that began in the 1970s and 
aims to build relationships so that students 
stay in school, and succeed in school and 
after graduation. It is founded on the idea 
of bringing community resources into pub-
lic schools to partner with teachers and 
staff to help overcome identified challeng-
es that students face at school and home. 
The district plans to implement the CIS pro-
gram in 2019.
 The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights CIS task force is currently study-
ing why students drop out, and is identify-
ing students’ physical and mental health 
needs. The task force is exploring a num-
ber of questions, including whether the dis-
trict should have a community center with 
wraparound services, and which commu-
nity partners should provide services. The 
CIS program would further the board’s 
strategic plan goals, which include a four-
year graduation rate of at least 90 per-
cent, and college and career readiness 
in graduates; equity, empowerment, and 
opportunities for all students and parents; 
and community engagement.
 Nationally, schools that use CIS have 
seen a decrease in grade retention and in-
creases in graduation, attendance, grade 
point averages, and math and reading 
achievement. 

Middle schools renovation update
PMC Regency (the owner’s representa-
tive) provided updates on middle school 
facilities renovation costs and presented 
slides showing progress. Hard costs in-
clude construction; soft costs are items 
such as professional services, fixtures and 
furniture. Errors or omissions, owner re-
quests, value engineering, conditions that 
differ from those anticipated, field resolu-
tions and design clarifications will neces-
sitate change orders. Funding for these 
changes will come from the guaranteed 
maximum price, buy-out savings and per-
manent improvement funds. The cost sum-
mary is $19 million for Roxboro Middle 
School, and $17 million for Monticello 
Middle School, including change orders.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

JUNE 5, 2018
Board President Jim Posch, Vice President 
Jodi Sourini, and board members Dan 
Heintz and Beverly Wright were present. 
Malia Lewis was absent. Superintendent 

Talisa Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer 
were also present. After an executive ses-
sion at 6 p.m., to meet with the board’s le-
gal counsel, a reception was held to honor 
district retirees. The board reconvened in 
open session at 7 p.m. and adjourned at 
9:25 p.m.

Public comments
Broadband network: A citizens committee 
asked the school board, as well as Cleve-
land Heights City Council, to consider a 
resolution for the city to establish a munici-
pal broadband service, and [thus] have 
the chance to expand the broadband net-
work to 100 percent of Cleveland Heights 
homes.

Master facilities plan amendment
The original Ohio Facilities Construction 
Commission master facilities plan, based on 
the facilities levy, requires amendment be-
cause of funding changes due to expenses 
for the high school renovation. Consequent-
ly, the middle and elementary school plans 
changed, and the Ohio Facilities Commis-
sion needs to adjust the master plan and 
funding. The board approved the amend-
ment, with Jodi Sourini, who objected to 
how elementary schools were affected, 
voting no.

Grading task force update
Felisha Gould, assistant superintendent, 
presented an update on the grading task 
force’s work. Its findings support the dis-
trict’s system of grading using several for-
mats in the elementary grades and letter 
grades in the upper classes.

Gifted program update 
Gould said the gifted program complied 
with new legislation requiring specific aca-
demic content and teacher professional de-
velopment.

Early childhood program
Danielle Vigh, early childhood specialist, 
gave an update for the 2017–18 program. 
There were 143 children in the program at 
three sites: Gearity Professional Develop-
ment, Noble Elementary and Oxford El-
ementary schools. Data show that the early 
childhood model improves district scores; 
increases math and language proficiency, 
and literacy; and provides social founda-
tions for students.

District policy readings
The second reading of district policies 
group A were discussed. These policies 
included a criminal history record check 
as a condition of employment and periodi-
cally thereafter, drug and alcohol testing 
for district employees whose job requires 
a commercial driver’s license, and school 
safety. The first reading of group B policies 
was presented and included resident and 
non-resident eligibility for attendance, drug 
prevention, lending of board-owned equip-
ment, and acceptable use of technology for 
staff.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Cleveland Heights University 
Heights Board of Education  
Meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries  
online at www.heightsobserver.org. 
See disclaimer on page 8.

Schools raise funds for heart health
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State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS
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Students make and donate wigs to cancer patients

Fairmount preschool adds afternoon class

Scott Wortman

Students in Heights High’s cosme-
tology program recently donated to 
local cancer patients 38 wigs that they 
handcrafted this spring. Since 2016, 
the students have made and donated 
a total of 82 wigs.
 “A lot of my friends have close 
relatives who have died from cancer. 
To help, it just means a lot,” said 
junior Kaela Ruffin.
 “I feel happy that I’m going to 
make someone feel beautiful,” added 
senior Morghan Bynum. “I wanted 
to do something that I thought was 
really creative and that I thought 
someone would really love.”
 Under the direction of instruc-
tor Donna Pollard, the students 
col laborate with the American 
Cancer Society to donate the wigs 
to local patients. Shortly before 
graduation in late May, a group of 
senior cosmetology students visited 
University Hospitals Seidman Can-
cer Center to donate wigs to the 
center’s wig salon.

Jessica Schantz

Fairmount Cooperative Preschool 
(FCP), located at 2757 Fairmount 
Blvd. in Cleveland Heights, is cur-
rently enrolling children for its new, 
mixed-age preschool class. The class 
will meet Tuesday through Friday 
afternoons, 12:15–2:45 p.m., early 
September through mid-May, and is 
for children ages 3–5.
 FCP, which has operated out 
of Fairmount Presbyterian Church 
for 46 years, employs a play-based 
curriculum bolstered by weekly 
enrichment activities, including a 
movements class and visits from local 
librarians and museums. The school’s 
experienced educators facilitate a 
warm, engaging environment meant 
to meet the social and emotional 
needs of preschool-aged children.
 In addition to a $75 registration 
fee, the cost of the class is $1,850 for 
the school year. Tuition is payable in 
one, two or four installments.
 The school also offers three 

 “We’re able to help more than 
just one person. The more wigs we 
make, the better,” said junior Seren-
ity Jackson.
 “They’re doing it on their own,” 
said Pollard. “They’re giving back to 
society. They’re actually taking from 
scratch, making a wig and making a 
difference in life.”
 The students, who use human 
hair to create a higher-quality wig, 
must learn to sew and style the wigs 
they create. Pollard has donated 

much of the funds needed to pur-
chase the materials to make these 
wigs over the past three years. She’s 
not ready to stop anytime soon, and 

has encouraged other cosmetology 
and barbering programs around the 
state to make and donate wigs of 
their own.
 To make a contribution to the 
cosmetology wig program, contact 
the Heights Schools Foundation at 
info@heightsalumni.org or 216-320-
2203.
 The cosmetology program com-
prises juniors and seniors in the 
Heights Career Tech Consortium, 
which also includes Bedford, Maple 
Heights, Shaker Heights and War-
rensville Heights high schools.

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of com-
munications for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.

morning classes for children ages 2 to 
5. As those classes are currently full, 
the school added the new afternoon 
class to accommodate more families.
 To arrange a tour, enroll a child 
in the afternoon class, or be placed on 
the waiting list for one of the morning 
classes, call 216-202-5430, or e-mail 
membershipfccns@gmail.com.
 For more information about the 
preschool’s history and education 
philosophy, visit www.fairmountcoop.
org or www.facebook.com/fairmount-
coop1.

Jessica Schantz is the e-news manager 
at the Heights Observer and a longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights. 

Seniors in the cosmetology program at Heights High visited the University Hospitals Seidman Cancer 
Center in May to donate their hand-crafted wigs.

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems   Bonded • Insured  • OH LIC #24462                          VEHbrothers.com     

$89

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts
932-9755 21

6Bill

5 generations of family experience. 
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per 
system; parts and labor for repairs additional. 
Discount valid during normal workday hours 
only (M-F; 8-3:30). One discount per visit. 
Valid on standard A/C set-ups only; excludes 
attic systems. Expires 7/31/18

Air Conditioning 
Tune-Up Special

Hot D igg ity Do g ! 
Chris

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)

. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,
  lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)
. Coffee ceremony 
. Gluten Free options
We cater for all your events (office/private)

www.zomacleveland.com
Mention this Ad get 20% off (12pm-4pm)

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste – you are ours”

Zoma french FRIES

CROSS-EYED
you’ll go

DELICIOUS

Best French Fries in NE Ohio 
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi
Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family 
Friendly Restaurant

so
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

What’s going on at your library? 
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Tuesday, July 17, 2–3 p.m.
CM A presents:  Ancient Eg ypt . 
Mummies, pyramids and King 
“Tut” have fascinated students 
of all ages. CMA will reveal the 
wonders of ancient objects and 
allow students in grades K–5 to 
handle and examine works of art 
that were once covered in the 
ancient sands of the Egyptian 
desert. Registration begins July 3.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Monday, July 16, 1–3 p.m.
City of University Heights Fire 
Department Safety Program. This 
information session about home 
and persona l sa fet y w i l l  be 
conducted by UH Fire Department 
staff.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Thursday, July 19, 7–8:30 p.m.
Coventry Conversation: P.E.A.C.E. 
Park Plans. Heights Libraries 
Di rector  Na nc y L ev i n  a nd 
P.E.A.C.E. Campus members 
will share plans for the Coventry 
building and P.E.A.C.E. park. 
Questions and suggestions will be 
welcome at the discussion.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Wednesday, July 18, 7–8:30 p.m.
Explore the Globe, Expand Your World. 
Let “Ambassador” Gerry Polizzi 
acquaint you with Road Scholar, 
a not-for-profit organization that 
offers “learning, not touring, 
adventures.” From sedentary to 
challenging, the programs span 
everything from theater to hiking.

Public Library and Shaker Heights Public 
Library levies passed. The Shaker levy vote 
was very close, and won with 52 percent of 
voters supporting it.

Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus clean- 
up day
On Saturday, May 12, the Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Campus united to present tours, 
children’s activities and family fun, after 
conducting the semi-annual park cleanup. 
Flowers were donated by citizens while 
labor was provided by a dedicated team 
that has been maintaining the park and 
playground for more than 20 years. The 
library provided tours and a story time, as 
well as a visit by the book bike. The library 
also provided mulch for the gardens, with 
its vendor, Findley Landscaping.

LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

MAY 21, 2018

Present were Library Board President Abby 
Botnick, Vice President Chris Mentrek, and 
board members Vikas Turakhia and Dana 
Fluellen. Absent were James Roosa, Max 
Gerboc and Suzanne Moskowitz. 

Financial report
A question was raised about how library 
finances were impacted with the elimina-
tion of library fines. It was reported that the 
interest from long-term investments is more 
than enough to make up the difference for 
revenue [previously] generated from fines. 
The financial report will be provided at the 
June board meeting.

Library offers summer lunches
In response to the closing of the Heights 
Youth Club, the library has responded 
quickly to a community need. The library 
will work with the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank to provide summer lunches for chil-
dren, from June 4 to Aug. 10, at the Lee 
Road Branch. Lunches will be served from 
1 to 2 p.m.

Library levies pass
Two Cuyahoga County library levies were 
on the May 8 ballot. Both Westlake Porter 

Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded 

postings of meeting summaries  

online at www.heightsobserver.org. 

See disclaimer on page 8.

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes 
and get the 5th 

one FREE!

Gambler 
Sale 

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com 

July Hours 
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm 

Sunday 10am-5pm 

SCOTT HAIGH E-Pro, RRS (Residential 
Relocation Specialist) 

Cleveland Heights resident for over 35 years 

CC Scott was always available, responsive and timely to 
our needs and requests... I am happy to offer an 
unqualified and enthusiastic endorsement of Scott. 

He is intelligent, creative and enjoys educating his 

clients in all aspects of the buying and selling process. 

I highly recommend him! You can be sure 
that he will hit all the right notes with you! 

Scott is kind, professional, efficient and honest. 
He has become a valuable resource and friend. 

• 
(§) • • �m-� · m[!] • REALTOR' 

Real Estate Services 

www.scotthaigh.howardhanna.com • scotthaigh@howardhanna.com

(216) 272-6889
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Have Radiators?  Want Central Air?

                                         was designed 
for homes like yours. This system 
provides exceptional comfort 
without any messy and expensive 
remodeling. Barely noticeable on 
your ceiling, the units blend right in!  

Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462  

VEHbrothers.com     

932-9755 21
6

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating and cooling business in Cleveland. 

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

are a perfect fit for our library,” said 
Circulation Manager Ty Emerson. 
“Our circulation staff are already well 
versed in detailed customer service 
transactions, and we’re open for 
longer hours than the post office, so 
this is just another way we can help 
our community.”
 Emerson points out that the li-
brary is processing applications, not 
evaluating applications and issuing 
passports—that is the sole responsi-
bility of the U.S. Department of State.
 Passport services are available 
Monday through Saturday, by ap-
pointment only.  Customers must call 
216-932-3600 to make an appoint-
ment, and all appointments must be 
made at least 24 hours in advance.
 Each application appointment 
takes approximately 30–60 minutes. 
Additional time may be needed for 
complex cases involving citizenship, 
guardianship, or last-minute travel. 
Routine application processing nor-
mally takes four to six weeks, but 
could take up to eight weeks. Expe-
dited service (two to three weeks) is 
available for an additional fee.
 For more information about 
passport fees and forms, and other 
details, visit www.heightslibrary.org 
or call 216-932-3600.

Sheryl Banks is the communications 
manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library System.

Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries’ summer reading 
theme is all about travel, encourag-
ing customers of all ages to see the 
world through books and reading. 
When the summer reading program 
kicked off in early June, the library 
was also quietly launching another 
travel-related service: passport ap-
plication processing.
 The Lee Road Branch, at 2345 
Lee Road, is now an official pass-
port acceptance facility for the U.S. 
Department of State, and is staffed 
by the library’s circulation staff 
members, who underwent extensive 
training throughout the spring to 
learn to perform their new duties.
 “Passport application services 

Heights Libraries provides 
passport processing services

Circulation Assistant Dan Krawczyk gets ready 
to process a passport application at the Lee 
Road Branch of Heights Libraries.

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

H
EI

G
H

TS
 L

IB
RA

RI
ES

Abby Botnick

The Fund for the Future of Heights 
Libraries (FFHL) is currently seeking 
nominations for its Honor Roll.
 This l i fetime achievement 
award recognizes those who have 
made a sustained, outstanding con-
tribution to the Cleveland Heights–
University Heights community by 
promoting literacy or by educating 
through literacy. Patterned after 
the Heights Libraries’ mission of 
“Opening Doors, Opening Minds,”  
people will be recognized as “Door 
Openers” for providing access to 
education, literature and opportu-
nity through literacy; and “Mind 
Openers” for stimulating the minds 
of community members through 
literature and thoughtful discus-
sion or connections with thought-
provoking ideas or individuals.
 Last year’s inaugural recipients 
were John Jarvey, a retired teacher 

and longtime Friends of the Heights 
Libraries volunteer, and Marilyn 
McLaughlin, a dedicated teacher 
of English for speakers of other 
languages.
 Nominations will be accepted 
through Friday, Aug. 17, and should 
be e-mailed to Sue Pardee at susan.
pardee@gmail.com. Each nomina-
tion must include the name of and 
contact information for both the 
nominee and the nominator. It 
must also include a description of 
the nominee’s relevant background 
and a statement as to why he or she 
should be chosen. Honorees will be 
officially inducted at a banquet in 
November.

Abby Botnick is serving her seventh year 
as a trustee of the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library Sys-
tem, and is currently board president. She 
is also the board’s liaison to the FFHL.

FFHL seeks honor roll nominees

• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this summer!
We’ve renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.

LL_HO.0612DB_Ad:Layout 1  5/21/12  1:23 PM  Page 1
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm 

boltandspool.com

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties Senior Happenings, sponsored by 
the city of University Heights, are 
open to all senior citizens. Events 
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
at the University Heights Library. 
To receive the monthly schedule by 
e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext. 205, 
or send an e-mail to info@universi-
tyheights.com.
 July 5: Robert Perko, interim 
chief of the University Heights Fire 
Department, will talk about the de-
partment’s work in the community, 
to assure personal and family safety.
 July 12: Dustin Rogers, interim 
chief of the University Heights Po-
lice Department, will discuss the 
work of the police department, and 

measures it takes to keep the com-
munity safe.
 July 19: Tom Strong, a medi-
cal lecturer recommended by audi-
ences at the Jennings Center and 
Myers Apartments, will speak on 
the topics of  “Understanding Your 
Medications” and “Receiving the 
Best Doctor Care.”
 July 26: Chris Urban, programs 
manager for Greater Cleveland 
Civic Connection, will discuss the 
work being done to foster the inter-
section of business, government and 
economic growth, and the legacy 
of Mayor George Voinovich, who 
championed the vital cooperation 
between public and private sectors.

Amy Jenkins

The Cleveland Heights Senior Activ-
ity Center (SAC), located in the CH 
Community Center at 1 Monticello 
Blvd., offers a variety of program-
ming for those 60 and older. A 
complete schedule of programs is 
published in the community center’s 
newsletter, and available online at 
www.clevelandheights.com.
 The city of Cleveland Heights 
offers social work services to its se-
nior residents through the Cleveland 
Heights Office on Aging. Two part-
time social workers are available to 
answer questions and offer guidance 
on a wide variety of topics.
 The social workers have informa-
tion and can connect seniors to ser-
vices to make life more manageable. 
Services include Meals on Wheels, 
for those needing assistance with 
meal preparation; van transportation, 
for those needing help getting to the 
doctor or the grocery store; and se-
nior housing options, for those who 

may be ready to downsize but want 
to remain in the Heights.
 Family and friends of senior 
Cleveland Heights residents can also 
call with questions and concerns. To 
contact a CH Office on Aging social 
worker, e-mail jwhite@clvhts.com 
or lkatz@clvhts.com, or call 216-691-
7377 to make an appointment.
 SAC membership is $5 for Cleve-
land Heights residents. To sign up, 
bring a recent piece of mail (such as 
a bill) and a photo ID.
 University Heights residents 
who would like to join SAC must 
first register with Patrick Grogan-
Myers, University Heights com-
munity development coordinator, at 
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership 
is $10 for University Heights seniors.

 Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleve-
land Heights Office on Aging and the Se-
nior Activity Center.  She can be reached 
at 216-691-7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@
clvhts.com.

UH Senior Happenings

CH Senior Center News

An
American 
City

Eleven
Cultural
Exercises

GREAT LAKES 
RESEARCH

Opening Reception
Saturday, July 14
7–9pm

Cleveland Institute of Art
11610 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland OH 44106

cia.edu/exhibitions
IG: reinbergergallery

Free and open  
to the public

A year of inquiry into contemporary art from the 
heartland results in the Great Lakes Research, 
an exhibition highlighting selections by artists 
from Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee,  
Minneapolis and Toronto.

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

JULY 14–OCTOBER 7, CLEVELAND INSTITUTE OF ART REINBERGER GALLERY

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call Jared Lavender

 

Local news that speaks to you 
Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU 

Hear it live 
 Mon – 7 am Thur – 3 pm 
 Tue – 10 am Fri – 4 pm 

Wed – 1 pm  
 
Stream on demand 
wjcu.org/media/heights-now 
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SUITES AVAILABLE 

 
12000 Fairhill Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
office@montlackrealty.com 

 

Shaker Heights 
Cleveland Heights 
Lakewood 
Cleveland 

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 
• Walking distance to CWRU, 

Shaker Square and RTA 
• Refinished Kitchens 
• Hardwood Floors 
• Parking 
• Laundry Facilities 
• Dishwasher and Disposal 

 

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 

superbly 
maintained 

and well 
located 

apartments!” 

Shari Nacson

“We chose to be here because we love 
Cleveland Heights. It’s the perfect 
microcosm,” explained Alexander 
Kolbe, co-founder of evoDOMUS, the 
contemporary design firm that has es-
tablished roots on South Taylor Road.
 Kolbe and his wife, Michelle, met 
while designing high-end pre-fabricated 
homes in Berlin. After some years spent 
doing the same in England, the couple 

decided to move to Ohio, where Mi-
chelle had spent her childhood. Having 
visited several times a year while living 
abroad, the couple knew that this was 
their favorite corner of the United 
States. Kolbe cited “the friendliness of 
the people, the laid-back nature, the 
picturesque neighborhoods, and the 
vibrant merchant districts” as part of 
the Heights’ charm.
 With kids at Ruffing and a cen-
tury home a mile away, the former 

site of Taylor Road Discount store 
was an ideal home for evoDOMUS 
when the firm outgrew its office 
on Cleveland’s West Side. “We had 
astounding support from the city,” 
said Kolbe, adding that he would 
encourage other business owners to 
choose Cleveland Heights.
 The firm loves that passersby 
have been intrigued by the renova-
tion of the retail space, which now 
serves as an exemplar of the sleek 

beauty that sustainable, energy-
efficient building supplies can create.
 “We always built and designed pre-
fab, energy-efficient homes,” explained 
Kolbe, citing the reliability of materials 
created in a controlled environment 
with reliable team members—key 
strategies for custom building. 
 All of the offered materials have 
been curated by evoDOMUS, with 
an emphasis on durability, sustain-
ability and beauty. 
 This “high-end approach to 
energy efficiency” translates to fea-
tures such as super-insulated walls 
to reduce heating costs, triple-glazed 
German windows, and heat pump 
fueling technology.
 The irony of a custom-builder set-
ting up shop in Cleveland Heights—a 
city comprised predominantly of 
century homes—is not lost on Kolbe. 
Most evoDOMUS customers are not 
local—they are homeowners who are 
looking to build from scratch their 
dream homes; they want something 
crisp and sustainable. Kolbe said that 
most customers have done extensive 
research before finding evoDOMUS, 
noting, “The people we build for are 
seeking exactly this.” 
 The Kolbes and partner Mike 
Farinacci travel to work sites nation-
wide for construction management, 
but projects also require that clients 
come to Cleveland Heights for two 
days to select all of the items that 
will go into their homes. Because 
of the nature of the materials and 
the significance of the project, it is 
essential that customers choose in-
person—that they touch and feel the 
materials directly. “It helps people 
enjoy the journey,” said Kolbe, shar-
ing his affection for the process.
 The two days in Greater Cleve-
land enables Kolbe to showcase the 
city he loves so much. Incorporating 
the beautiful drive from the airport, 
meals at amazing restaurants, and 
time at the art museum, Kolbe mas-
terfully crafts a visit that enchants 
newcomers as they make their archi-
tectural dreams a reality.
 Located at 2176 S. Taylor Road, 
evoDOMUS welcomes walk-ins. To 
learn more, visit www.evodomus.com.

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S, 
is a freelance editor, child development 
specialist, and nonprofit consultant who 
makes her home in Cleveland Heights. 
More than anything, Nacson is inspired 
by kids and adults who build connection 
through kindness.

Home-design firm opens showroom on Taylor

The evoDOMUS team: Mike Farinacci, Robyn Holman, Rob Shearer, Michelle Kolbe, Alexander 
Kolbe and Mary Gut.

Inside evoDOMUS.
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Shari Nacson

“My  r e a l  pa s s ion  i s  he l p i n g 
people  whose  voices  a re  too 
often not hea rd— people who 
are struggling with how to, or 
are other wise unable to, sel f -
advocate,” said Col leen Beard. 
She has spent the last severa l 
years developing a Heights-based 
business, CareSpotlight, which 
provides patient advocacy, care 
coordination, and visitation to 
aging adults and their families, as 
well as to individuals of all ages 
who are living with disabilities, 
illness, or serious injuries.
 A boa rd-cer t i f ied pat ient 
advocate, Beard is also credentialed 
by Keeping Us Safe to conduct 
self-assessments for older drivers, 
which is perhaps the kindest way to 
help a loved-one understand when 
it is time to retire the car keys. 
 Beard also offers information 
about driving safety and caregiving 
for anyone seeking supportive 
services for a loved one. 
 With a warmth that conveys her 
deep compassion, Beard explained 
that patient advocacy can include 
taking on responsibilities “just as 
a family member would do.”
 Often, family members have 
done the f i rst step of f inding 
a faci l it y for a loved one who 
c a n  no  lon g er  l i ve  a t  home . 
But, sandwiched between elder 
care, careers, and raising their 
own chi ldren, family members 
cannot always do the day-to-day 
fol low-up. 
 As a patient advocate, Beard 
i s  able  to  com mu n icate  w ith 
medical professionals, attend care 
conferences, and report back to the 
family. Because of her expertise, 
she is able to help families with the 
process of transferring someone 
from hospital to home, and linking 
to loca l  businesses that of fer 
quality in-home services.
 A f ter  more tha n 20 yea rs 
advocating for her own family 
members, Beard found herself 
lending time to friends as a way 

to be helpful. Realizing this was 
her passion, Beard transitioned 
her publ ic relat ions expertise 
into individualized patient care 
services.
 In addition to offering local 
ha nds-on suppor t ,  Bea rd has 
organized CareSpotlight’s website 
to offer a national directory of 
resources in adult care. Beard is on 
the lookout for investors to help 
launch the directory in the near 
future.
 A lifelong Cleveland Heights 
r e s id ent ,  B e a rd  i s  pr oud  to 
raise her own family here with 
her husba nd,  who is  a  fel low 
Heights High graduate and local  
entrepreneur.
 [CareSpotlight is offering a 
specia l summer promotion for 
Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights residents. They, a long 
with families with a loved one 
who lives in the Heights and needs 
support, can receive a free one-
hour care consultation, and/or $50 
off the driving self-assessment. 
Contact Colleen Beard at 216-659-
5519. The offer is valid through 
Aug. 31, 2018.]

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S, 
is a freelance editor, child development 
specialist, and nonprofit consultant 
who makes her home in Cleveland 
Heights. More than anything, Nacson 
is inspired by kids and adults who build 
connection through kindness.

CH’s Beard fills patient-
advocacy service gap

You’ll miss ‘em when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even better 
at keeping them healthy & beautiful  

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services
Free Estimates

Full Residential Services

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems

Disease Identification
Immunization 
Stump Grinding 

Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion 
& more ...

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

since 2001

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com

  
 

Love Where You Live.   
Ohio Made Furniture.      

    
 
 

 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.     Cleveland Heights, OH  44118      
216-303-9862        Tuesday-Saturday  10-5 

 EASTWOOD   
FURNITURE 

 

 

We build custom wall units and cabinets. 
 

Solid Hardwood       
Locally Handcrafted       Custom Built 

 

     Now 3 locations . . .  
 23 Public Square in Medina  330-723-0014                        
 4722 Kidron Road in Kidron 330-857-2009    

 

www.eastwoodfurniture.com 
 

      facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture 
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Sending high quality chocolates 
over any distance... 

Expert shipping to anywhere

2 2 8 5  L e e  R d .  C l e v e l a n d  H e i g h t s ,  O h i o

Still crafting 
        handmade chocolates 
                . . . for over 78 years

Lemon

Key Lime

Watermelon

Pear

Scarlet Orange

No
w  

se
rv

ing
 th

ese quality sorbet flavors

Come see us at our historic workshop or visit us online at... Mitchellschocolates.com

Kristen McDowell

On April 1, the beginning of Na-
tional Poetry Month, Christine 
Howey, 2016–18 Cleveland Heights 
poet laureate, stepped down, and 
Damien McClendon, the young-
est poet so far to hold the post, 
stepped up. 
 “Several highly accomplished 
and public-spirited poets applied,” 
said Meredith Holmes, former poet 
laureate and member of Heights 
Writes, the Heights Arts commit-
tee that chooses the poet laureate. 
“Damien stood out for his extraor-
dinary commitment to poetry and 
for his experience of community-
building through poetry perfor-
mance. He brings acute powers of 
observation to both personal and 
politically informed poems.”
 A Youngstown native, Mc-
Clendon, 26, moved to the Cleve-
land area when he was 13. He is 
a recent graduate of Kent State 
University, where he majored in 
Pan-African studies. He now lives 
in Cleveland and works in schools 
and for nonprof its doing com-
munity organizing that focuses 
on social justice issues. He also 
works with Daniel Gray-Kontar, 
artistic director of Twelve Literary 
and Performative Arts Incubator, 
an organization that teaches and 
nurtures poets, writers and per-

formance artists of all ages. 
 McClendon cites Cleveland 
Heights as a kind of spiritual home: 
“Even before I moved to Cleveland, 
I was very familiar with the arts 
scene there. I remember my first 
time walking through Coventry 
Village—how expression seemed 
to seep from the concrete. It made 
me feel like I was at a home I hadn’t 
been to before.”
 Although he began writing 
when he was very young, McClen-
don didn’t expect to be a poet 
when he grew up. “If we went back 
in time and asked my 10-year-old 
self what I thought I’d be doing in 
15 years, writing and performing 
poetry wouldn’t have been a single 
drop of rain in my brainstorm,” he 
said. “And now I am using words 
to make a living and using words 
to make change.”
 He points to his mother, a 
nurse, as his original inspiration. 
For as long as Damien can re-
member, his mother wrote poems  
and songs about her experiences 
and about the people she encoun-
tered in her work. She showed him 
by example how the raw material 
of daily life can be transformed 
into art. “My mother took me to 
an open mic where she shared 
some of her work,” McClendon 
sa id. “Seeing her in that l ight 
inspired me.”

 He continued 
to write in high 
school, but didn’t 
think of it as a 
vocation or even a 
hobby until he got 
to college, where 
many new pos-
sibilities opened 
up. He partici-
pated in an on-
campus open mic, 
and was surprised 
by how strongly 
the audience re-
acted to the poem 
he read. “That’s 
when I started to 
know that I want-
ed to be involved 
in the craft of poetry for my whole 
life,” he said.
 That’s when McClendon re-
alized how poetry can connect 
people—how a poem that might 
seem to be intensely personal and 
particular to one person can reso-
nate with others. 
 As poet laureate of Cleveland 
Heights, McClendon is interested 
in the role of poetry in socia l 
justice and healing. He will be ex-
ploring the intersection of poetry 
and some of Cleveland’s pressing 
problems, such as infant mortality 
and homelessness. “I want to serve 
in this role,” he said, “to be an in-

spiration to both kids and adults, 
and to poets who don’t even know 
they can be poets.”
 McClendon appeared at the 
Haiku Death Match in April and 
presented the trophy to the 2018 
Haiku Master, Cordelia Eddy.
 Hear McClendon and other lo-
cal poets at the next Ekphrastacy 
event, on Thursday, July 12, 7–9 
p.m., in connection with Heights 
Arts’ Sticks & Stones exhibition, on 
view through July 29, at Heights 
Arts Gallery, 2175 Lee Road.

Kristen McDowell is the marketing 
coordinator for Heights Arts.

McClendon is new—and youngest—CH poet laureate 
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Damien McClendon is the new Cleveland Heights poet laureate.
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Kristen McDowell

Heights Arts presents a new exhibi-
tion in its spotlight gallery—works 
by its founding executive director, 
Peggy Spaeth. In the work on ex-
hibit, a collection of paintings made 
between 1972 and 1986, Spaeth 
focuses on the principles of design, 
with particular attention to color 
and repetition. 
 The paintings on display were 
made alongside another series of 
work, comprising hand-dyed and 
hand-sewn quilts. While making 
her quilts, Spaeth simultaneously ex-
perimented with pattern and color in 
painting form, creating combinations 
she was unable to achieve with cloth. 
Spaeth’s intense love of geometry 
and her ability to create illusion with 

color and pattern are evident in this 
selection of works, on view through 
Aug. 12.
 Proceeds from the sale of her 
work benefit two programs near and 

dear to Spaeth: Heights Arts, and 
Sober Living Cleveland, which pro-
vides safe, affordable sober housing 
to those in recovery from addiction 
to alcohol and other drugs.

 On July 12, at 7 p.m., Heights 
Arts will hosts its only Ekphrastacy 
of the summer, wherein local poets 
read works they have composed, 
inspired by works in the current 
exhibition, and the exhibiting artists 
discuss their work. For this edition, 
Damien McClendon, Cleveland 
Heights poet laureate, has invited 
local poets to explore the Sticks & 
Stones exhibition, currently on view 
in the main gallery. 
 The experience of hearing the 
artists speak about their work and 
process, juxtaposed with the poets’ 
literary responses to the work, gives 
the pieces new meaning and can 
make the viewer re-look at the art 
in a different light.

Kristen McDowell is the marketing coor-
dinator for Heights Arts.

Heights Arts founder returns as exhibiting artist

Performing arts camp set to take the stage
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The best  
vacation spot  
for your mind.
24 pages of humor, politics and fun.  
Subscribe now!   
$26 for 12 monthly issues. 

Call 216.371.8600 x hot or  
go to funnytimes.com

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

Squares and stars three (1986), by Peggy Spaeth.

vided by Building Rox and give it a 
structure and a home at Ensemble 
Theatre.
 “Ensemble has always thought 
it was important that there be an 
educational component to our pro-
gramming,” Cosentino said. “The 
partnership with Building Rox 
and Building Heights ended up a 
perfect fit.”  
 Together, they approached 
Lake Erie Ink (LEI), housed, with 
Ensemble Theatre, at the Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Campus, to provide 
writing instruction and guidance 
to the students. Last year, the kids 
voted on science fiction and fantasy 
as their overarching genre. LEI 
helped them craft storylines, which 
also somehow managed to tie this 
genre back into the lives and experi-
ences of each of the campers.
 This year, the camp’s second, 
it has doubled in size. Like last 
year, the organizers are hopeful 
that they will once again have 100 
percent parent participation at the 
scheduled meet-and-greet. “We 
have participation from the Greater 
Cleveland Film Commission’s An-
tonio Harper, a graduate of Heights 
High school, and others, including 
Peter Lawson Jones and Cheryl Ste-
phens,” Holland said. “We use this 

Kate Bergman

One hot summer night in 2016, Jen 
Holland and India Jordan-Meesig 
sat on a porch in Cleveland Heights, 
tossing out ideas for how they could 
create accessible programming for 
all Heights kids. Two years later, 
the Heights Performing Arts Camp 
(HPAC), a three-week theater pro-
gram for 24 CH-UH students, will 
culminate in a performance on Aug. 
4 at the Alma Theater in Cain Park, 
at 4 p.m.  
 Holland is no stranger to com-
munity building, having served as 
the president of the PTA Council 
for CH-UH schools for the past 
two years, as well as being a mem-
ber of Building Rox at Roxboro 
Elementary School. She brought a 
number of community stakeholders 
together to create the camp. 
 Children from every school in 
CH-UH are invited to attend this 
free camp, which is run on dona-
tions.
 Building Rox members Lance 
Godard, Hol land and Jordan-
Meesig approached Celeste Cosen-
tino and Ian Hinz of Ensemble 
Theatre to pitch the idea of a 
camp. Cosentino and Hinz enthu-
siastically embraced the idea, and 
were able to take the vision pro-

meet-and-greet to get to know the 
participants, but also to help them 
understand that this is big.”
 “The Heights play a key role in 
the Greater Cleveland arts scene,” 
Cosentino said. “We have some 
amazingly talented and creative 
young people in our community, 
and we want to give them an experi-
ence they will remember. We want 
Ensemble and Coventry to become 
an anchor in the community. The 
organizations we are partnering 
with and the Heights Performing 
Arts Camp are a true cross section 
of Cleveland Heights. We’ve grown 
so much just after our first summer, 
and we hope to continue to expand 
and offer a very unique opportunity 
for CH-UH school district kids and 
Cleveland Heights residents.”
 While the camp has met its 
funding goals this year, thanks to 
several generous donations, it is 
accepting contibutions for the 2019 
camp, with hopes that the camp 
can touch even more kids. For more 
information, visit: www.ensemblethe-
atrecle.org/youngactorsworkshops.

Kate Bergman has been a resident of 
Cleveland Heights for 22 years, having 
moved here when she came for graduate 
school. She and her husband have two 
children, ages 14 and 10.  

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS! 

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS  

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

PEKAR  PARK       
COMIC BOOK 

FESTIVAL  
SAT July 14th      

12-5pm  
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Shop
Local.

Shop
Local.

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Book Flower Clown for your 
next event. 

A fixture in the Heights 
Events and parties 

440-944-0278  

www.flower-entertainment.com  

friends@heightslibrary.org 
216-932-3600 x1234 

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds 
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Gutter Guru 
Professional Gutter Cleaning 

Local Cleveland Heights Business 

Contact Brooks: 

bmj386@gmail.com 

216-543-4113  

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting &     
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting 
 Wallpaper removal 
 Housing code violations 
 Tuck pointing 
 Handyman services 
 
We are bonded, insured, and main-
tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY 
 

Pursued and sued by debt collectors?  
Stuck trying to figure out what to do 

and how to do it?   
Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher 

 
216-242-9763 

 
gbelcher482@gmail.com 

www.gaylebelcherattorney.com 
 

34 years of legal experience 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F
Services Offered: 

Tax Preparation & Planning 
*Investments
IRA Accounts 
Mutual Funds 

College 529 Plans 
Insurance: 

Fixed & *Variable Annuities 
Life Insurance 

* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
2121 South Green Rd . 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
PH: 216.382 .9647 

Free Estimates                          Since 1978 

Daugherty Construction, Inc. 
Commercial / Residential Roofing 

Siding - Windows 

(216) 731-9444 
        (216) 731-9644 Fax 

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com 

www.daughertyconst.com 
22460 Lakeland Boulevard 

Euclid, Ohio  44132 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying         Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

  

 Gold 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Sterling Silver 
 Bronze Figures 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings 
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures 

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

www.saintjamescleveland.com  216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

Platinum Construction 
COMPLETE 2-Car Garage $8,999 

Concrete Driveways $2,999 
 

LARGEST GARAGE BUILDER  
IN CLEVELAND 

(216) 459-0000 

platinum306@gmail.com 

www.building-garages.com 

 
 NEW GARAGE--RM ADDT’N 
 ATTIC--BASEMENT FINISH 
 ROOFING--SIDING  
 DRIVEWAYS--WINDOWS 
 DECK--PORCH--FRAMING 
 COMPLETE RENOVATION

AMISH CREWS

216-323-4483 

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

Tech Lighting, Inc. 
A Complete Lighting  

Sales & Service Company 

(216) 956-2502 
Ask for Shawn  

 

    Landscape lighting, design 
       and installation 
    Fixture cleaning 

    Fixture and lamp repair 

    Lighting sales 

 

When you advertise 

in the Observer,  

your money stays  

in the community.

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month
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HEIGHTS ARTS

The summer of ’68
SONGS AND 
STORIES

substance, a highly potent halluci-
nogenic drug.
 The drug produced an intense 
effect, much like a super-condensed 
LSD trip (and I knew an LSD trip 
when I saw one). And this particular 
drug was known for going to work 
instantly. I smoked a little of it still 
standing in the apartment’s open 
door. Then I took three steps into 
the place and stood between two 
giant speakers that were blasting 
an album by the Who. The “horror-
rock” song “Boris the Spider” was 
playing.
 I listened for about 30 seconds 
before I felt my spirit leave my body 
through the top of my head. Then 
I watched the whole scene—via my 
now-freed spirit—looking down 
from the ceiling. My girlfriend, 
who had refused the pipe, took me 
by the arm and said, “Let’s take a 
walk.” I guess I was acting funny.
 We made our way slowly down 
the stairs and out onto Coventry, 
heading toward Mayfield Road, 
Mary holding onto my arm tightly, 
and me stopping to look at every-
thing, and maybe trying to climb a 
few storefronts. I remember reach-
ing Irv’s deli and marveling at the 
salamis hanging in the window, 
slowly wiggling and changing col-
ors. It was beautiful.

In the summer of 1968, 50 years 
ago, a great milestone came to pass 
in my life, and even though I was 
homeless, among other issues, I 
still recognized it as a powerful and 
meaningful moment. I was actually 
homeless for most of a couple of 
years. That started here in Cleve-
land Heights, and then went to 
Boston and then to New York City.
 It was an offshoot of mental 
health issues, which were exacer-
bated by drug problems, both of 
which started when I was in my 
teens. But one night, in the sum-
mer of 1967, when I was 18 and 
had recently quit high school, I 
knocked on the door of a fellow 
folk musician, who l ived in an 
apartment above the Heights Art 
Theater (which later became the 
Centrum) at Coventry Road and 
Euclid Heights Boulevard.
 Another fellow folk musician 
opened the door and handed me a 
pipe, from which I gladly started 
smoking, unquestioningly. I could 
tell it was “hash” (short for hashish). 
What I couldn’t tell was that the 
hash had been soaked in another 

 I eventually came down enough 
to function. I made it to my parents’ 
house, where I still lived. When 
I stepped into the living room, I 
stood and stared at the TV, wonder-
ing why I had never noticed before 
that the picture broke each object 
down into a palette of all its atten-
dant colors. And when my mother 
asked me to move out of the way, so 
she could see the TV, I was amazed 
at how I’d never noticed that each 
note of every word she said was 
fully harmonized by an orchestra. 
How could I have missed all of this 
before?
 I went to bed and hallucinated 
wildly all night. The next morn-
ing, Friday, I had to go to Dayton 
to perform at a coffeehouse called 
the Lemon Tree, where I was head-
lining the whole weekend—three 
nights, two sets a night.
 I went, driven there by my 
friend, who accompanied me on 
wind instruments. But I couldn’t 
come down from the trip I was on. I 
also couldn’t eat or drink anything. 
Or sleep. Or indulge in any of my 
horrible habits, like drinking tons 
of coffee and caffeinated cola, and 
smoking lots of cigarettes. So, I was 
also going through withdrawal.
 I’ll omit the rest of the details 
of that weekend, except for two 
things: (a) I somehow made it 
through five out of six sets, or two 
and a half nights, at the Lemon 
Tree; and (b) by Monday night, 

every system in my body was fail-
ing and I wound up actually dying. 
But (spoiler alert), it was just for a 
few seconds and I survived. That 
part took place in the emergency 
room of Doctors Hospital, at the 
top of Cedar Hill, which was later 
torn down, and that space is being 
developed again. Well, I was kind 
of torn down and redeveloped, too.
 That began with this dying 
incident, which led to a series of 
events, including getting kicked 
out of my house, which led to my 
becoming homeless. I usually could 
find some place to stay—the hippie 
era was pretty tribal and you could 
often find other tribe members. 
But sometimes, especially when I 
got to New York City, I was on the 
streets. Luckily, I was still having 
mental health issues, so most of it 
didn’t bother me.
 And, over time, I fixed all those 
problems. The first major step was 
realizing, in the summer of 1968, 
that it had been one year since my 
big breakdown and that I was going 
to be okay. It still took a while, but 
that milestone gave me confidence 
I needed to begin the process.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the 
former editor of Cleveland Magazine 
and Northern Ohio Live, an author, and 
a professional musician and comedian. 
His writing focuses on the arts and, 
especially, pop-music history.
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