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Four Coventry shops celebrate milestone anniversaries

UH hires
communications and civil
engagement
coordinator

12

Shari Nacson

Heights music
hop is Sept. 13,
14 and 15
Celebrating Coventry milestones together, from left: Suzanne DeGaetano, James McSherry of Mac’s Backs; Stuart Attenson, Christina Attenson of Attenson’s Antiques; Robert Laird, Ann Oswald-Laird of Passport to Peru; and Rob Pryor of Record Revolution.

14

Annual CH
home and
garden tour is
Sept. 16

25

Heights Arts
brings back
At Table series

purchase records, welcoming selections in rock, jazz, R&B, punk, reggae,
and hard salsas.
Record Revolution’s lineage includes legendary record releases and
the basement launch of Alternative
Press magazine. Pryor grew up in the
Heights, and said he always knew he
wanted to do something in music. The
Rox El, Rox Middle and CHHS alum
now lives two blocks from the shop. “I
am invested in this community,” Pryor
said.
Sept. 29 specials: 10 percent off all

offer ongoing sales or promotions.
Established by Peter Schliewin,
Record Revolution is a Midwest
hub of counter-cultural lifestyle.
Celebrating 50 years of business,
the shop is one of the nation’s oldest
independent record stores. Originally filling three full storefronts, the
shop’s footprint downsized in 2007.
Current owner Rob Pryor noted that
the business is known for its diverse
and unique product base—ranging
from collectible vinyl and posters
to clothing, incense and alternative
medicines. The shop continues to

Shari Nacson

On Sept. 29, four beloved Coventry
merchants—Record Revolution,
Passport to Peru, Mac’s Backs and
Attenson’s Antiques—will, together,
celebrate milestone anniversaries in
the popular Cleveland Heights shopping district. The street will be abuzz
from noon to 6 p.m. that Saturday,
with musicians, face painting, balloon
twisting, tarot card readings, origami
book-making, in-store discounts, and
more. All of the businesses will offer
specials on that day, and some will

continued on page 8

Mac’s Backs’ DeGaetano is 2018
Cleveland Arts Prize honoree

Heights libraries’
programs will explore
refugee experience
Jay Rosen

“Total shock” was the reaction of
Mac’s Backs’ co-owner and manager
Suzanne DeGaetano upon learning
that she had been awarded a 2018
Cleveland Arts Prize. “I don’t deserve
it,” was her next thought.
The Arts Prize trustees apparently disagreed, explaining in a statement their decision to award the 2018
Martha Joseph Prize to DeGaetano:
“Within the Cleveland arts community, she has established herself as a
patron saint among emerging and
seasoned poets, writers and artists. She
knows most by name. Her generosity
and commitment to Northeast Ohio’s
literary community knows no bounds.”
“I think of the award as one that
honors the local writers whose books we

courtesy suzanne Degaetano

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Robert Brown

2018 Cleveland Arts Prize-recipient Suzanne
DeGaetano at Mac’s Backs.

sell at Mac’s Backs,” said DeGaetano.
The Cleveland Arts Prize, established in 1960 by the Women’s City
continued on page 10

Drucker is new UH economic development director
In a July 31 press release, Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan announced that
Susan Drucker, former two-term mayor of Solon, had accepted the position
of economic development director for
the city of University Heights.
During her tenure in Solon,
Drucker facilitated the redevelopment
on the Solon Village Shopping Center—including bringing the first Market District Giant Eagle to Cuyahoga
County—and the expansion of the
Nestle Global Research and DevelHeights Observer September 1, 2018

courtesy uh city hall

Jessica Schantz

Susan Drucker

opment Center. Drucker, along with
Solon’s city council, spearheaded the
2011 rezoning initiative that helped
			

Nestle expand its research facility.
Drucker served on the Cuyahoga
County Economic Development
Commission and the Mayors and
Managers Economic Development
Committee. Since leaving office, she
has worked as a business management
consultant and served on the county’s
Charter Review Commission.
According to the mayor’s office,
Drucker’s experience includes working with developers who may have
an interest in University Heights
and its commercial districts and

continued on page 8
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This fall, Heights Libraries will explore the experiences of refugees
around the world in On The Same
Page, a communitywide initiative
aimed at fostering conversations
through a shared reading experience.
On The Same Page will feature a series
of community events, book and film
discussions, and related programs
aimed at raising awareness of the
global refugee crisis and celebrating
the cultures and contributions of
Northeast Ohio’s refugee population.
Due in large part to war, climate change, and other conflicts,
the world is currently experiencing
the highest level of displacement on
record. Cleveland alone receives approximately 500–700 refugees each
year, primarily from Bhutan, Burma,
Somalia and Iraq. According to the
Refugee Services Collaborative of
Greater Cleveland, these individuals
face a number of barriers upon arriving
in America, including “unfamiliar language, customs, systems, technology,
food, climate,” and other obstacles.
With this in mind, Heights Libraries’ On The Same Page initiative
will spark discussions on the plight
of refugees and offer a space for local
refugees to share their experiences and
aspects of their native cultures. Programs will begin in early September
and run through the end of November.
continued on page 7
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Letters/Opinion

Letters Policy

The Heights Observer welcomes letters to
the editor. They must be submitted electronically, along with the writer’s name, phone
number and e-mail address, to: www.heightsobserver.org/members.

10 Septembers: looking back on a decade of the Heights Observer
to elect their first new mayor in 32
years, and on the ballot was an initiative to change the charter to hire a city
administrator at a cost of $100,000 per
year. Rothschild stated her opposition
in the article, saying that such a system
would replace the city’s top manager—
the directly elected mayor—with an
administrator who is appointed by
council and, therefore, a step removed
from the electorate. Councilman Kevin
Patrick Murphy argued in favor, citing
better distribution of power, efficiency
and the benefit of having a trained
professional managing the day-to-day
workings of the city. The charter change
was soundly defeated in the November
election.
Meanwhile, in Cleveland Heights,
the effects of the recession were becoming evident as another article discussed
“battling the foreclosure burden” and
Heights Community Congress (HCC)
suspended its annual home and garden
tour “due to increased costs and lowerthan-expected revenues.”
HCC was able to resume its popular
tour in September 2010, but the effects of the recession continued to be felt
in Cleveland Heights when The Music
Settlement’s plans to purchase the vacant
Coventry School building fell through.
In September 2011, Cleveland
Heights was showing its optimism and
community pride as it announced “another new historic district” and passed
a revision to its zoning code, enabling
the adaptive reuse of institutional
buildings in neighborhoods. FutureHeights and the League of Women
Voters announced a partnership to cohost a candidates’ forum, and CH City
Council members “listed qualities they
seek in new candidates.”
September 2012 showed more
signs of recovery. “New sign marks Cedar
Fairmount as a unique destination” was
the top story, detailing the capstone of a
multi-year effort to raise funds to create
a sense of place through branded signage.
CH City Council also announced a threeway agreement with the school district
and Jewish day school Mosdos Ohr Hatorah to lease the Millikin School property,
a deal which eventually fell through.
In September 2013, HCC’s
home and garden tour again headlined

the issue. News of change was in the
air as then-Cleveland Heights Mayor
Ed Kelley announced that he would
not seek reelection after 20 years of
service, and the Cedar Lee Special
Improvement District announced
its streetscape plans. Heights Music
Hop, the FutureHeights-sponsored
free music festival, made its debut in
2013. The event took place on Friday,
Oct. 18, in six venues in the Cedar Lee
Business District.
September 2014 carried news
that Motorcars would repurpose the
former Pontiac dealership building on
Mayfield Road, making it the home of
Motorcars Mobility, a van-conversion
business and, eventually, a drivethrough donut shop.
In September 2015, the community cheered as the school district
demolished the 1960s-era science wing
that had long hidden Heights High’s
original building façade—a clear sign
that facilities renovations were underway. Longtime CH Council Member
Dennis Wilcox announced that he
would not seek reelection, while only
three UH candidates had filed petitions to fill the four available seats on
the November ballot.
By September 2016, Heights
Music Hop had grown into a two-day,
two-district festival. HCC celebrated
“a century of Heights homes” with its
annual tour, and Tavern Company’s
Chris Armington purchased his mentor’s Brennan’s Colony and moved his
business there.
September 2017 brought the
40th anniversary of HCC’s tour, and
a Heights Music Hop that had expanded again to three days and three
districts. To celebrate the reopening
of the high school after its two-year
renovation, the school district and
alumni foundation transformed the
traditional football homecoming game
to a communitywide celebration.
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then, was the point of having a CRC and
asking the public for opinions?
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

September means the start of the
school year, but in the Heights it’s also
the start of theater seasons, and many
arts and cultural programs, as families
return from vacation and settle back
in to community life.
It’s also when the political season
starts in earnest, especially every two
years when candidates for city council
and school board—and local issues—
appear on the ballot. In September
2008, University Heights was in the
midst of a debate on whether or not
it needed a Charter Review Commission. Several UH City Council members were interested in investigating
changing the charter to a city manager
system, or at least a city administrator
system, and had decided that a charter
review process would be the way to accomplish this. Then-UH Mayor Beryl
Rothschild vetoed a charter review
process. Several UH citizens used the
Observer to express their concerns
about the process.
Observer intern Kaitlin Bushinski’s
article “UH charter reform will top
election news, so what’s at the heart of
the issue” headlined the September
2009 issue. UH residents were about

Information about the Heights Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,

it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
October issue must be submitted by
Sept. 10. We publish some articles
online as they come in—and still
consider them for the next print issue.
We also publish an e-newsletter each
Tuesday.

Attenson's Antiques, Mac's Backs,
Passport to Peru, & Record Revolution
all have BIG birthdays coming up.
Celebrate by shopping locally and
spending the day on Coventry for a
special customer appreciation day.

Saturday
September
29th

COVENTRY MERCHANT MILESTONES
ALL DAY
Enjoy music, entertainment, kid’s activities, tarot readings,
big discounts and store specials.
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The Cleveland Heights Charter Review
Commission (CRC) had a meeting on
June 21. I believe it was at that meeting
that the decision was made to keep our
city manager form of government.
It was published in the Heights Observer that, at a meeting in April, 53 of the
people who attended indicated that they
were in favor of changing to an elected
mayor, while 31 favored staying with our
current city manager form of government.
In an online survey, the CRC found
that 95 people favored changing to an
elected mayor form of government,
while 16 favored our current system.
It appears that the majority does
not rule, as the CRC elected to keep
the current form of government. What,
2

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer. To commemorate the
10-year anniversary of the Heights Observer, we are taking a look back at stories
that appeared in these pages from 2008
through 2017.

Reduce, reuse and
recycle CH trash
To the Editor:
Residents have submitted different opinions on trash collection to the Observer
recently. I agree with Tom Diamond that
we can do better.
As a dog walker, I am up close and
personal with trash. It’s not a pretty site.
Trash bags are ripped open every single
week by cats, possums, skunks, raccoons
and rats. Our hard-working trash collectors do not rake up the mess, and to make
matters worse, neither do some residents.
continued on page 3
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Garbage sits on tree lawns indefinitely.
Plastics find their way to the sewers
marked “Lake Erie starts here.”
We can blame residents who put out
trash the night before; we can blame the
cats, possum, skunks, raccoons and rats
who take advantage of the free buffet;
we can blame the trash collectors and
residents who do not clean up the trash;
or we can do better.
I urge our city officials to find a better way. I implore my fellow residents to
manage their trash better, and to reduce,
reuse, and recycle. We are a smart, progressive city. We can figure this out.

Peggy Spaeth
Cleveland Heights

CH is a city of choice
To the Editor:
I read that Cleveland Heights will start
a branding campaign, and I think I have
a good tagline: City of Choice. Starting
with the fact that many residents and
newcomers make an active choice to
live here (regardless of the high taxes),
where others default to more generic
communities, consider how many
choices we have: School and education
choices—private, public, parochial and
home, both K–12 and college. Lifestyle
choices. Housing choices. Religious
choices. Entertainment and food choices. Transportation choices—bike, walk,
bus and car. Access to a metropolitan job
market for work choices.
Robert Schwab
Cleveland Heights

A well-defined brand can enhance a city’s image
Mary Trupo

Each of us is passionate about our
community and committed to sharing
the story of what makes Cleveland
Heights such a wonderful place [in
which] to live, work, eat, shop and
play. Developing clear messaging and
engaging graphics will help shape our
conversation and enhance our ability
to clearly communicate who Cleveland Heights is and what it offers.
The city made the strategic decision
to invest in discovering and defining
the brand of Cleveland Heights and
establishing new tools and resources
to help effectively promote the city
brand to others.
A brand is much more than a logo
or tag line. It is the DNA of the city
and speaks to what Cleveland Heights
stands for and what it offers visitors,
business owners and residents alike.
By discovering and defining the
brand, the foundation for tools and
resources will be developed to help
us effectively promote this unique
community to prospective residents
and businesses, current residents and
visitors.
Having a unified brand voice for
our community is essential to its longterm growth and success. It promotes
overall economic vitality, community
pride, and can attract more visitors
to our unique shops and restaurants.
In order to successfully define or
refresh the city’s brand outreach to
our community, seeking [its] input
and opinions is essential. As such, the

courtesy city of cleveland heights
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city has hired an experienced branding company to conduct focus groups,
one-on-one meetings, on-the-street
interviews and a citywide survey.
The city launched this initiative on July 31 with a brand steering
committee meeting. The steering
committee comprises business and
community leaders, residents and city
staff, and will help guide the branding
initiative from start to completion.
The research component of the initiative is expected to take around six
weeks, with the entire effort expected
to last up to six or seven months.
The city firmly believes this
initiative is a smart, cost-effective
investment from which a significant
return is anticipated:
• Enhancing the image of the community as a more desirable location [in
which] to live, work, visit and play;
• Increasing resident pride and engagement around a consistent brand
identity;

• Improving community image to
increase demand for housing and
increase property values;
• Enhancing destination attractiveness to visitors to drive spending in
our restaurants, pubs, retail stores,
etc.;
• Enhancing destination attractiveness to businesses to drive economic
development.
The citywide survey will be available in the coming weeks, and the link
to the survey will be shared on the
city’s website, www.clevelandheights.
com, as well as on Facebook, Twitter and NextDoor, and on a newly
created branding website—www.
clevelandheightsbrand.com. You can
visit right now to learn more about
this initiative and to sign up to receive
the survey.
Mary Trupo is the director of communications and public engagement for the city of
Cleveland Heights.

HUGE MOVING SALE
Sept 8

8a.m.-2p.m.

17580 Huntley Rd, Huntsburg
Directions: East on 322, N on 528, East on Huntley
WORTH The Drive

ProMaster Treadmill (New Nov 2017, used 800 miles), Tuff Stuff Home Gym, Dumbbells
Furniture: Queen 4 post bed, dresser,nightstands
Bose Speakers, Victrola, Antique Library Chairs
Butcher Block Kitchen table (extends to 86”) with 4 chairs, Office Equip, File Cabinets
Folding Chairs, Bar Stools, Picnic Tables,
Loads of Kitchen Items(never used slow cooker, chafing dishes)
Cast Aluminum and Slate Outdoor Table and 6 Chairs.
Baby Grand Piano, Vintage Stereo cabinet Speakers
Much More!
Debra.rafferty888@gmail.com
Help moving larger items will be present Saturday Sept 8
CREDIT CARDS AND CASH
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SELLS ALLTHE HEIGHTS
It was B I G F U N in
Cleveland Heights at the
FUTURE HEIGHTS benefit.
Congratulations on another successful event...
and “thank you” to Steve Presser
for all the B I G F U N over the years!
THE

SUSAN DELANEY G R O U P

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®
216~577~8700

Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com

L HEIGHTS
KNOWS ALTHE

Some things take time

LIVES IN THE HEIGHTS

BORN IN THE HEIGHTS

Opinion

Heights of
Democracy

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

On the evening of July 9, Lolly the Trolley threaded its way
through Cleveland Heights’ Noble
neighborhood, stopping every few
minutes in front of a vacant and
dilapidated house. The trolley’s
passengers were not tourists. They
were Cleveland Heights City Council members and staff, hosted by
Greater Cleveland Congregations
(GCC), an ecumenical social justice
organization.
GCC determined in 2016 that
“ongoing decay of many Cleveland
Heights houses and buildings” was
one of the “most pressing issues”
facing our city. Now the organization was highlighting 19 problem
properties in the north end of town.
GCC members wanted officials to
see the peeling paint, sagging steps,
missing shingles, listing garages,
piles of trash, uncut grass and overgrown shrubbery—unmistakable
signs of blight.
Next, they wanted the city to
act. While GCC suggested some
30 possible measures, high on the
list was legislation mandating that
when a bank forecloses it must deposit a bond with the city to ensure
the upkeep of the vacant property.
Initiated in Springfield, Mass.,
in 2001, foreclosure bond legislation reached Ohio in 2013, beginning in Youngstown. Canton followed in 2015, to be joined later by
Massillon, Warren and Lorain.
As Youngstown was implementing its legislation, a group of
Cleveland Heights residents were
researching the same remedy. In
October 2013, 10 residents, joined
by Council Member Cheryl Stephens
and council candidates Jeff Coryell
and Fran Mentch, met to discuss similar legislation for Cleveland Heights.
Encouraged by Stephens and Coryell,
the group set its sights on passage
within three to six months.
Unfortunately, then-Housing
Director Rick Wagner and thenMayor Dennis Wilcox dismissed the
foreclosure bond concept out-ofhand. They assumed it would cause
banks to refuse loans to prospective
Cleveland Heights homebuyers.
It seemed the idea was dead,
but in 2015 Council Member Kahlil
Seren asked the law department to
draft a foreclosure bond ordinance.
In March 2018, tired of waiting,
he decided to write the legislation

South African Experiences
Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.
Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious

cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Call or visit our website for details
southafricanexperiences.com

(216) 534-6172

Helping display and
preserve your
art and memories
since 1973
Treatments for everything from
everyday to extraordinary
Beautiful art for sale

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

Get $20 off on framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

216-397-7671

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

woodtraderframing.com

Heights Observer September 1, 2018

				

Carla Rautenberg is a writer, activist
and lifelong Cleveland Heights resident. Deborah Van Kleef is a musician
and writer, and has lived in Cleveland
Heights for most of her life. Contact
them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

Apple Construction

Displays and shadowboxes
Solutions for large and
hard-to-frame items

himself. Mayor Carol Roe assigned
the issue to the Housing and Transportation Committee, chaired by
Council Member Mary Dunbar.
At a committee hearing a few
weeks later, Housing Director Allan
Butler, like his predecessor, opposed
the legislation out of concern for
how banks might react.
In response, Stephens pulled
out her phone and gave Butler three
contacts at local banks. Ultimately,
he reported, the bankers all said
foreclosure bonds would not affect
their institutions’ loan underwriting
practices.
Meanwhile, GCC had been
advocating foreclosure bonds since
2017. It organized the trolley tour,
and coordinated a conference call
with Canton City Prosecutor Jason Reese, who wrote that city’s
foreclosure bond legislation. Call
participants included Butler, council members Dunbar and Michael
Ungar, and two GCC members.
On a recording of the call, Reese admitted that he was initially
skeptical about the measure, but
once it went into effect he was astonished at how well it worked:
• Canton holds $3.5 million in foreclosure bonds, and has collected
$336,000 in service charges with
which to maintain vacant houses.
Blighted properties have been
cleaned up, and the program
brings in more than it costs.
• B anks have demanded better
performance from contractors
they pay to maintain foreclosed
properties.
• Foreclosures have plummeted,
from an average of 100 per year in
2015 through 2017, to 16 in the first
half of 2018. (Cleveland Heights
had 180 foreclosures in 2017.)
Effects have been most noticeable in the lowest-income parts of
Canton. Said Reese, “Just like blight
spreads, so does pride.”
At Ungar’s request, a GCC member created a spreadsheet showing
how seven foreclosed houses on the
tour could have been repaired and
maintained, had Cleveland Heights
had foreclosure bonds in place.
As we write, CH City Council
is on vacation, but we are optimistic
it will pass this legislation. It will
position Cleveland Heights to curb
blight caused by bank foreclosures
today, and be ready for future financial downturns.

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com
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Summer should end with Labor Day
A Teacher’s
Voice

Ari Klein

When I was growing up, the official
end to summer in Cleveland Heights
and University Heights was Labor
Day. We had a pretty regular school
calendar that started after Labor Day
and ended in mid-June. This was the
same for almost all school districts.
In some states, this calendar
is still the norm. As of the 2016–17
school year, CH-UH started back to
school two weeks before Labor Day.
Cleveland Schools start even earlier.
South Euclid starts three weeks before Labor Day. Why do nearly all
school districts in Ohio start school
earlier and earlier in August?
No one will admit the real reason, but the only explanation is that
beginning the school year earlier in
the summer gives more instructional
time before state testing. This shift
started after testing became more
and more intrusive in our lives. The
only way to get more instructional
time was to start earlier. There can
be no other explanation. If some
districts have three more weeks of
instruction than other districts, it
stands to reason that students in
those districts may be better prepared for state tests and they might
score higher. This in turn gives the
impression that more learning is
taking place in those “early-start”
schools and districts.
If the state was so worried about
comparing districts, schools and
students, I have often wondered
why it did not dictate the amount
of instruction students could receive
before taking the tests—after all,
these are supposedly standardized
tests. Interestingly, the state sets
the windows for most testing to take
place in the spring—even the “end
of course” exams given at the high
school level. Those exams are given
as early as the beginning of April,
which could be six or more weeks
before the actual end of the course.
It is unclear to me why they are

not actually given at the end of the
course. Perhaps the decision-makers
in Columbus believe school should
start in early July, making April the
perfect time to have these exams. As
it is, we do not get the scores from
the April tests before school is out
anyway.
School districts with climate control have a much better
chance of actually being able to
have students learn something in
the hottest months. Five of our
seven elementary schools, and
most areas of Heights Middle
School, do not have central air
conditioning, so when it is too
hot, not much learning takes
place. Imagine trying to pay attention or write anything when
it is 90-plus degrees in your classroom. Starting after Labor Day is
no guarantee that these hot days
will not occur, but it seems more
likely that classrooms will have
more uncomfortable days the
earlier in August we start school.
State law in Michigan and other
places dictates that school will not
start before Labor Day. I am aware
that this is probably due to a very
influential recreation lobby. Amusement parks, beaches and camps,
among other seasonal employers,
need to have high school workers
for the summer.
Whatever the reason, I am all
in favor of starting school at a more
normal, child-friendly time. Summer, especially August, is no time
for formal classroom learning. To
me, it should be the time for kids
to enjoy riding bicycles, exploring,
swimming, eating ice cream, and
working—if they are old enough.
Ignoring climate and making decisions about children’s education
based on when it is convenient to
test them is just wrong. Perhaps one
day Ohio’s political and educational
leadership will be enlightened and
mandate Labor Day as the official
end to summer and beginning of the
school year.

Sewage Runoff and Drinking Water:
What’s the Connection?

Mark Lefkowitz

Is drinking water safe? What is the status of the
recent action taken by the EPA in their settlement
with the NEO Sewage District? Goal: reduce raw
sewage discharge into Lake Erie by 98%. Over l.3
million people are served by the Cleveland Water
Department.
How can we protect ourselves from toxic pollutants?

Alex Margevicious

Moderator: Mark Lefkowitz, Green City Blue Lake Institute.
Panelists: Alex Margevicious, Cleveland Water Commissioner;
Matt Scharver, Watershed Programs, Northeast Ohio Sewer District.

Matt Scharver

Sunday, Sept. 30, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
First Unitarian Church
21600 Shaker Blvd., Shaker Heights

We are looking for
9th-12th grade
male & female athletes
interested in a
competitive athletic
environment with
opportunities to race all
over the country!

clevelandfoundry.org

You too can
be proud of
your garden
Despite your best
efforts, are you
disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

Ari Klein is a lifelong community member, math teacher at Cleveland Heights
High School, and president of the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union.

Are you tired of
calling an 800
number and not receiving
the personal service
you deserve?
Are you frustrated
with high pressure
sales calls for services
you don’t want or need?

SIGN UP NOW! - 9 weekly classes

We customize fall maintenance
services to meet your needs:
• Lawn renovations
• Fall leaf clean up
• Bed maintenance
• Pruning and trimming
• Weekly lawn maintenance

Cleveland Heights Community Center
440.655.5394 � jazzercise.com
marybethmccnn@gmail.com

www.lawnlad.com
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Opinion

Accountability should be built on trust
the common
good

Susie Kaeser

It’s back-to-school time, with all
the excitement that comes with
new beginnings. Sadly, test dread
is waiting in the wings.
In the name of accountability
and to force educational improvement, state-mandated testing is
used to shame and punish children,
teachers and whole school districts.
The system assumes the worst
about teachers, and it misuses tests
to make judgments and high-stakes
decisions. It dampens the natural
love of learning. Punishment and
fear creep into classrooms that
should be comfortable, safe spaces.
Each summer for the last
15, I have directed the Reaching
Heights Summer Music Camp,
a one-week instrumental music
camp that serves about 85 musicians between the ages of 10 and
15.
Camp gives me an authentic
connection to key questions in education: what is learning, who are
our students, what do they need,
how do you engage diverse learners, what is success? I think our
camp’s approach to accountability
exemplifies an effective alternative
to the dreadful state report card
and high-stakes tests.
Camp is a blast. It’s demanding
and exhausting. We rely on 20 high
school students and 20 music professionals to build personal connections with our kids—connections
that unlock the kids’ motivation
to try new things and push them
to discover what they can do.
By the end of a week of camp,
our campers are more confident,
more willing to take risks, more
cooperative and more secure.
They smile and skip and move
energetically from one activity to
the next. They relax, improve as
musicians and discover the power
of sustained effort. Most practice
more, and their sound improves.
Over time, our campers keep playing their instruments.
For us, accountability focuses
on making sure we accomplish
what we set out to do. About a
month after camp, I meet with
the leadership team to debrief our
week. The team includes the music
director and three or four other
music teachers. The conversation
keeps me excited about camp: Did

One step away from an amazing smile
FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE DENTISTRY
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY
• Warm and welcoming office
• Comfortable stress-free visits
• Life-changing smile makeovers
• Tailored to busy families
• Experience digital dental technologies
Mention this ad for a free exam for:
• Clear Correct Braces
• Snoring & Sleep Apnea Testing
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

216.321.2545
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we recruit children who have had
limited enrichment opportunities,
include learners with diverse needs,
create a safe social environment,
nurture relationships, challenge
campers to stretch, and provide
enough support to reach our expectations? What went well? What
made us proud? Did we achieve our
goals?
Through reflection and discussion, team members search for
ways to improve. They want every
camper to find success, they take
responsibility for achieving this
goal and they always propose solutions to problems.
We do not measure how well
our campers can play a note or read
music. We are building a foundation and motivating the young
musicians to persist and hone their
skills. There is no predetermined
moment when a musician should
master a skill. For us, nurturing love
of music, encouraging practice and
building the confidence to strive
for excellence is what matters. A
test can’t measure any of these elements of learning.
In contrast to Ohio’s test-andpunish accountability system, we
start with trust and respect for
our musical team. We commit to
releasing the best in our staff and
our campers. We trust that every
member of our team is invested in
giving children a good experience,
and we respect their capacity and
desire to deliver what kids need.
We depend on them to design
and deliver meaningful learning
experiences. The need for improvement is assumed and it is achieved
through a shared desire to fully use
the talents of each member of our
camp community.
I’ve learned that when you ask
people to do their best and give
them responsibility for bringing
about improvement, it leads people
to do their best! Shame and punishment only undermine trust and kill
investment in improvement.
Ohio’s report card is up for
review. I’ve learned from music
camp that setting broad goals that
encourage a love of learning, asking
the right questions about meeting
those goals, and expecting the best
of all participants can lead to an environment that engages its students
and staff in learning. That’s what I
think accountability should do.
Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights and former director
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the
national board of Parents for Public
Schools.

www.heightsobserver.org
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Tiger Nation
wants you

CDC: what does it stand for?

Krista Hawthorne

I would expect that when most
folks think of what “CDC” stands
for, they would think of Centers for
Disease Control. But, for many of
us who have had the opportunity
to enjoy life in an established urban neighborhood, our response
might more likely be “community
development corporation” (CDC).
So, what is a CDC, and why do we
care?
Well, as the name suggests,
the word “community” indicates
a gathering and engagement of
people with a common agenda or
purpose—in this case, improving a
place by taking action to remove or
prevent deterioration, blight and
decline.
The term “development” is
about taking action. Developing
and implementing strategies to address both problems and opportunities in a community is therefore
the mission.
Regarding the third word, a
“corporation” is, according to Webster’s dictionary, “a company or
group of people authorized to act
as a single entity and recognized as
such in law.” This formality is what
enables and empowers a CDC to
do its work, creating both public
and private partnerships, and receiving and managing public funds.
CDCs are about people getting
involved, having a voice and making a difference.
FutureHeights has been doing
exactly this in Cleveland Heights
for nearly two decades. More than
two years ago, its board of directors and other supporters decided
it was time to take the step of
formalizing FutureHeights’ status
as a CDC.
FutureHeights presented this
to the city of Cleveland Heights

Tiger Nation yard signs are available for $10
and can be purchased from any PTA in the CHUH school district.

third Tuesday. Go to the website and
click on Board of Education to confirm the dates, times, locations and
meeting agendas.
The Heights Observer includes
regular columns from Ari Klein,
president of the teachers union, and
from Susie Kaeser, former executive
director of Reaching Heights and
board member of Parents for Public
Schools. Community members also
write articles about the CH-UH
public schools that are published in
the printed and online newspapers
and in the weekly e-newsletters. Visit
www.heightsobserver.org and click on
“Get the E-newsletter” to sign-up to
receive this timely bulletin.
Reaching Heights, a nonprofit focused on connecting the community
to the CH-UH public schools, also
publishes a monthly e-mail newsletter. Go to www.reachingheights.org and
click on “Get Involved” and then on
the green bar to “Sign-Up for Email
News.”
Public schools belong to all of us
and they benefit all of us. An educated
community is healthier, happier,
more prosperous, and safer to live in.
By accessing these sources of
information, you help to support
more than 5,200 of the community’s
children.
Krista Hawthorne is executive director
of Reaching Heights and a proud Heights
Tiger.

libraries continued from page 1
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on American culture.
“Libraries fill a different role than
I think a lot of people imagine,” said
Steve Sanders, programming and refugee services librarian at Noble. “We’ve
always offered books and movies, and
will continue to do so, but libraries
have also developed into inclusive
community spaces where people can
come and have their needs met, or
ask important questions. I think this
aspect of libraries is especially crucial
to refugee populations who are new to
the country and trying to make sense
of an unfamiliar culture.”
He continued, “I’ve heard plenty
of stories about refugees new to Cleveland Heights talking about how one of
the first places they visit is the library
—and how they feel a little bit more at
ease once they leave, when they realize
there’s a place they can go if they ever
need help with something. For them,
it’s been pretty clear from the start
that we’re a good place to visit.”
For more information on Heights
Libraries’ On The Same Page initiative, go to www.heightslibrary.org or
call 216-932-3600.

advertise in the
Observer
do you like the

Heights Observer?
Your donation helps to keep it coming
The Observer is published as a non-profit project.
All proceeds are returned to the community
through programming by FutureHeights.
Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain
the Observer and other important projects.

o

do

n aT e

donate now by joining FutureHeights
at bit.ly/observer-backer

Jay Rosen is communications coordinator
at Heights Libraries.
			

Paul Volpe, an architect, urban designer
and member of FutureHeights, believes
that investment in our first-ring communities is vital to sustaining the core
urban centers of our region.

T

Selected titles for book discussions include Exit West by Mohsin
Hamid, The Displaced by Viet Thanh
Nguyen, Outcasts United by Warren St.
John, My Beautiful Birds by Suzanne
Del Rizzo, and Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s Journey by Margriet Ruurs.
Other notable programs include a
community soccer game and potluck
on Saturday, Sept. 8 at Denison Park;
a panel discussion featuring representatives from local refugee service
organizations; children’s storytimes
centered on tales of refugees; a foreign
film series; and more.
“We’re delighted to offer such a
wide range of programs highlighting
the struggles and contributions of
refugees worldwide,” said special
projects manager Maggie Kinney.
“Cleveland Heights is home to a number of refugee communities, and we
think this is one way to shine a light
on their experiences and let them
know they’re valued here.”
Heights Libraries’ Noble Neighborhood branch provides ongoing
services to immigrants and refugees,
including weekly citizenship classes,
English language lessons for nonnative speakers, And an informal
Welcome Hub providing information

as the natural progression in the
organization’s evolution—to provide a much-needed contribution
of resources as a CDC.
As of this past June, after many
months of presenting proposals,
along with reports, meetings, presentations, discussions and consulting studies, CH City Council
still had not acted. It felt to many
of us that CDC stood for “council
doesn’t care.”
Finally, in July, CH City Council officially endorsed FutureHeights as the CDC for the city
of Cleveland Heights.
With this legislation will come
funding to support planning and
programs enabling the organization to address its mission of neighborhood preservation and growth.
I must express gratitude to Council
Member Mike Ungar for his continuous support in FutureHeights’
quest to become the CDC for our
city.
After all this, simply put, what
I feel a CDC really stands for, both
in terms of its initials and its mission and values, is creativity, delivery and collaboration. These are
all things that Cleveland Heights
needs in its pursuit of economic
development, housing revitalization and neighborhood stabilization. City Hall cannot and should
not have to address these critical
issues alone.
FutureHeights, as our CDC,
with all the residents and businesses it represents, is committed
to partnering with the city to assure a vibrant future for our community.

scan

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District has a
tiger as the district mascot and is
known as Tiger Nation. Current and
past students and school staff are
fondly known as Heights Tigers. Are
you a Heights Tiger, too?
If you live within the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District, your property taxes
fund the public schools. You are a
Heights Tiger. If you work for or own
a business within the CH-UH school
district, your business taxes support
our public schools. You are a Heights
Tiger, too.
If you are a taxpayer, or school
volunteer, you are invested in the
Heights schools. No matter where
you send or sent your children to
school, or if you have no children, you
are invited to learn more about the
CH-UH public schools. Attend CHUH Board of Education meetings,
enjoy school sports competitions and
musical productions and concerts.
The district communications
department distributes more than
50 stories a month about successful
alumni, sports teams’ championships,
award-winning vocal and instrumental musicians, and outstanding school
staff and students. It also broadcasts
announcements of upcoming forums,
new teaching strategies, updated
technology, and PTA events that
welcome community engagement
in every building. Visit the district
website at www.chuh.org to read these
articles and sign-up to receive the
district’s e-mail newsletter.
The CH-UH Board of Education
meets twice a month on the first and

Paul Volpe
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I’m a proud member of
the Forest Hill crank club
Michael Reilly

After 10 years of watching the
alarming rise of vacant foreclosures
in Forest Hill, I can no longer
stomach our homeowners’ association’s (HOA) excuses for inaction.
Anybody who lives in Forest
Hill sees the vacant houses that
sit and rot, impacting our quality
of life and property values. If our
HOA is “nurturing the historic serenity of this area” as it claims, why
is it ignoring the eyesores at 1024
and 1315 Hereford Road, 15780
Cleviden Road, 15472 Brewster
Road, 1400 Forest Hills Blvd., and
3045 Monticello Blvd.?
The most egregious example is
15922 Forest Hills Blvd. This horror
of a house has been vacant for over
a decade! For years, residents have
begged Forest Hill Homeowners’
Inc. (FHHO) to take action. They
have been ignored or told nothing
can be done. When the homeowner who lives next door to this
monstrosity complained publicly,
he was fined by FHHO.
The same thing happened to
the owner of an award-winning
house at the corner of Forest Hills
Boulevard and Hollister Road.
He complained publicly and was
fined.
The handful of people running FHHO for decades have
been disconnected from their
responsibilities as an HOA. After
the housing crash, people started
asking, “What is FHHO doing to
stem the rise of vacant houses?
After all, FHHO says it’s an HOA.
If it can’t take care of this problem,
why donate?”
This year, that clamor is louder.
Members of the board, like myself,
are fed up with the inaction and
hypocrisy. FHHO should represent all the residents of Forest
Hill, especially those who have to
live next to these wrecks. Instead,
[it] attacks the messenger and
preaches civility and neighborliness while ignoring the very people
who deserve help.
This is not an unsolvable

problem. With amended bylaws,
the blighted vacant houses can be
remedied quickly by:
• Working with the land bank;
• Lobbying the county and city for
immediate action;
• Filing nuisance abatement suits.
The most important tool is to
amend FHHO’s bylaws to comply
with the Ohio Planned Community Act (OPCA), a law passed in
2010, which allows HOAs to clean
up vacant homes, file liens, and
include legal fees in the collection
process.
FHHO Chairman Chris Hubbert, an attorney, never brought
this legislation to the attention of
residents as he should have, until I
and other board members pressed
him to hire a lawyer to review our
options. Why did it take eight
years for this to happen?
This pattern of obstruction
continues with misinformation on
OPCA. FHHO claims that residents would be subject to onerous
dues and elderly folks would be
kicked out of their homes. This
is not true! With amended bylaws
conforming to OPCA, residents
[would] decide what the rules will
be while having the authority to
clean up the vacant homes.
What is confounding is that
FHHO leaders have been blocking
reform for years. Like changing
deck chairs on the sinking Titanic,
they pretend the problem doesn’t
exist, while labeling those who
seek reform as divisive and “unneighborly.” This is cold comfort
to those who are suffering from
the blight of living next to a dilapidated, vacant house.
It is time for FHHO to stop
blocking progress and clean up
these homes. The problem is real.
If it doesn’t want or know how
to clean up the houses, then step
aside. If it wants to be a “good
neighbor,” then help those who
need it.
Michael Reilly is a 35-year resident of
Forest Hill and founder of Foresthillvision21.com

coventry continued from page 1

regularly priced merchandise and 50
percent off all “basement vinyl.”
Occupying the same location
for 40 years, Passport to Peru was
originally founded by brothers-in-law
Ray Taylor and Tom Loesche, who
opened shop when a globe-traveling
friend arranged to hand-select South
and Central American wares. With an
emphasis on fair trade and responsibly
made products, the shop carries goods
from several countries. “We offer good
products and good prices,” said owners
Ann Oswald-Laird and Robert Laird,
who purchased the shop in 2008.
Raised in the Heights, OswaldLaird attended St. Ann’s, Roxboro
Middle, and Heights High schools.
Asked about the shop’s ability
to transcend time, Laird explained,
“You only get here because people
support you.” For key merchandise,
such as Birkenstock shoes, the shop
offers diversity, choices and “a true
sit-and-fit experience.”
Sept. 29 specials: 40–50 percent
off select shoes, 25 percent off sterling
silver, and 10 percent off all in-store
purchases.
Ongoing: An environmental
awareness campaign, phasing-out
paper and plastic shopping bags. Customers can buy a $2 cloth tote that
comes with a discount of 5 percent
off all purchases when carrying the
Passport to Peru tote.
Founded in 1978 by Jim McSherry, Mac’s Backs operated in
Kent, then Chagrin Falls, prior to
landing in Coventry in 1982, with
the help of business partner Suzanne
DeGaetano. The shop originally was
located above Dobama Theatre (then
at 1785 Coventry), and has been in its
current location since 1993.
In discussing the store’s longevity,
St. Ann’s and Beaumont school alumna
DeGaetano pointed to customers and
community. While the shop began as a
book exchange, customer requests led
to an expansion of offerings. Customers have also been key to the shop’s
signature events—the community
cherishes its poetry readings, author
appearances, and book clubs. Mac’s
also collaborates with other Cleveland
Heights venues for off-site events.
More than anything, DaGaetano
credits the staff for shaping the essence of Mac’s Backs. “Our staff is
fantastic,” said DeGaetano. “They
help us be the best kind of indy book-

store we can be.”
Sept. 29 specials: 20 percent off
all books; special merchandise and
giveaway items; costumed children’s
book characters; and a book signing
with artists featured in HeART of
Cleveland.
Ongoing: An anniversary window
display, a memory-lane zine, and origami art that commemorates Mac’s
Backs founding year (1978) and current year (2018).
At the north end of the district,
Attenson’s Antiques has been a
hallmark of the Coventry neighborhood since opening there in 1988,
after six years on Noble Road. When
their hobbies led to a home filled with
antiques and books, founders Stuart
and Patricia Attenson began taking
their wares to local flea markets and
antique shows—with kids Mitchell,
Christina and Rebecca in tow.
Raised in the Heights within the
context of a small business, the siblings each joined its operations over
time. Mitchell was an early partner in
the Noble Road location and helped
bring the shop to Coventry. Christina
joined the business in 1992, followed
by Rebecca in 2000. All are proud
CHHS alums.
The shop endures through its
mix of merchandise and the way
the business operates. “We feel a joy
in buying and a joy in selling,” said
Christina. For those who ask, there
is an opportunity to bargain. While
generational shifts affect business,
customer inquiries guide purchasing,
and there has been a rising interest in
cassette tapes and recorders, vinyl,
and vintage clothing. “They’ve taught
us,” explained Rebecca. “If people ask
for something, we will find it.”
Attenson’s also offers estate liquidation and moving sale services.
Sept. 29 specials: Light refreshments and a 30 percent discount off
all merchandise.
Ongoing: 30 days to celebrate
30 years, with 20 percent off all merchandise through Oct. 31, along with
some special markdowns.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S,
is a freelance editor, child development
specialist, and nonprofit consultant who
makes her home in Cleveland Heights.
More than anything, Nacson is inspired
by kids and adults who build connection
through kindness.

Drucker continued from page 1

projects, and in outreach with existing
businesses. Asked about her particular
goals in the position, Drucker stated,
“I want the business community to
see University Heights as a friend. Attracting new businesses is important,
but it’s also about retaining businesses
that are already here and helping them
continue to succeed.”
Brennan reported that he and
Drucker have discussed at length
the current challenges facing the
city and approaches to creating opportunities out of those challenges.
They took a tour together, visiting
University Heights’ business districts
(Cedar-Taylor, Cedar Center, University Square, Cedar-Green, Fairmount
Circle), as well as the grounds of
Heights Middle School, Bellefaire,

Only 4 people out of 100 can
see the secret message

Follow the
Heights Observer
on Facebook:
facebook.com/futureheights/
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and John Carroll University.
Drucker noted that the mayor’s
vision for the city was one of the
major factors in her decision to accept the position, and that she’s
excited to help him harness the city’s
strengths, citing in particular its
well-established business community,
population density and walkability.
Drucker formally began working
for the city on Aug. 27. Said Brennan
of the hire, “The process to find our
economic development director took
longer than I anticipated, but I cannot
be more pleased with the outcome.”
Jessica Schantz is the e-news manager at
the Heights Observer, a former lecturer at
Cleveland State University, and a longtime resident of Cleveland Heights.
www.heightsobserver.org

University Heights News

Cook takes on new communications
role for the city of University Heights

Honest and Fair
12 months
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courtesy UH City Hall
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Mike Cook (at left) with University Heights Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan.

Kim Sergio Inglis

In an Aug. 14 news release, University
Heights Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan announced that Mike Cook had
been hired to be the city’s first communications and civic engagement
coordinator. In that role, Cook will be
responsible for the city’s media, outreach, and constituent services, and
promoting the city’s quality of life.
Brennan stated in the release:
“Mike brings experience, as well as
energy and creativity, to City Hall.
He will be working closely with me,
our city department, and city council
to help us raise the overall responsiveness of city government to our

residents, and with that, the quality
of life in University Heights.”
Prior to taking this new position, Cook worked for the Cuyahoga
County Common Pleas Court; the
Ohio General Assembly, where he
was a legislative aid; and the American Red Cross, where he worked in
communications and marketing.
As Common Pleas Court bailiff,
Cook assisted Judge Michael Astrab
in coordinating a series of heroin education town hall forums throughout
the county.

RESTORE
AND
E XPLORE
Unplug in our 20-ACRE
URBAN OASIS
FREE and open to the public
T RAILS • STREAM • FOREST • MARSH • NATIVE GARDENS
ENVIRONMENTAL AND OUTDOOR PROGRAMMING

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga
County master gardener volunteer.

216.321.5935 • 2600 South Park Blvd., Cleveland, Ohio 44120
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University Heights declares no room for hate
Mike Cook

A local man who pled guilty to making
hateful and anti-Semitic calls to local
synagogues was sentenced recently to
six months in jail.
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan
said the defendant left threatening
voicemails at East-side temples, including two voicemails here in University
Heights. “The defendant got two sixmonth sentences, running concurrently, only the second sentence is
suspended,” Brennan said. “That means
he will be on community control to the
court even after he serves time.”
Brennan thanked Judge KJ
Montgomery for treating the offenses
The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

seriously. In addition, he thanked City
Prosecutor Michael Astrab, the UH
Police Department and the Jewish
Federation for working together to
bring the defendant to justice.
“Our city is a welcoming city, and
there is no place in it for hate,” Brennan said.
“If anyone is considering similar
actions, let me be clear,” Astrab said.
“If you make these types of threats in
University Heights, the hammer will
be brought down, you will be prosecuted, and you will be punished.”

Welcome Fall

Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

Free	
  books	
  mailed	
  	
  
to	
  your	
  young	
  child!	
  

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Heights Observer September 1, 2018

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com

If	
  your	
  child	
  is	
  	
  
4	
  years	
  old	
  or	
  younger	
  
And	
  lives	
  in	
  	
  
44106,	
  44120,	
  CH-‐UH,	
  
East	
  Cle.,	
  Euclid	
  or	
  Shaker,	
  visit	
  

$5 OFF

Purchase of $20 or More

heightsfamily.org	
  

Valid at Bremec on the Heights only. Excludes bulk & bagged goods, delivery &
services, fees, gift cards, clearance and previous purchases. Expires Sept. 30, 2018.

for	
  registra6on	
  informa6on	
  
			

Mums Kale Straw
bulbs Cornstalks
Pumpkins gourds

9

www.heightsobserver.org
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University Heights resident Joshua Marshall
meets rescue team that helped save his life

University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
JULY 23, 2018
Present were Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan, Vice Mayor Susan Pardee, and council
members Pamela Cameron, John Rach,
Steven Sims, Michele Weiss and Mark Wiseman. Also present were Luke McConville,
law director, and James Goffe, newly hired
finance director. The meeting was held from
7 to 9 p.m.

courtesy UH City Hall

Tax abatements on new construction
Having received state approval for the
draft, council passed Ordinance 2018-33,
which will provide tax abatement on the
increased assessed value of any home for
all construction completed after passage of
the ordinance. The abatement will be based
solely on the change in the assessed value
and not on the cost of improvements or the
full value of the home.
Establishment of bike lanes
Council approved two ordinances (201836 and 37): one to establish separate
lanes for bicycles (non-motorized forms
of transport) and exclude motor vehicle
traffic from those lanes, and a second to
prohibit parking in those lanes designated
for non-motorized modes of transport. This
is currently in effect for Warrensville Center
Road between Cedar Road and Fairmount
Circle. It was noted that all forms of nonmotorized transport, including running, can
use these designated lanes, and that buses
may pull over into the bike lane in order to
drop off passengers.

It was all smiles at the University Heights Fire Department on Aug. 17, as Joshua Marshall met
the heroes who teamed up with his wife to save his life earlier this summer. Marshall suffered
a heart attack on June 2. His wife, Cathy Marshall (above, at right), called 911, and Heights
Hillcrest Communications Center (HHCC) dispatcher Lisa Sottosanti (above, at left) coached her
on performing CPR. Sottosanti’s coaching and Cathy’s performing of CPR saved Joshua’s life.
Upon their arrival, members of the UH Fire Department assumed care of Marshall and provided
advanced cardiac life support treatment. Marshall’s family, fire department staff, UH Mayor
Michael Dylan Brennan and HHCC dispatch staff attended the Aug. 17 celebration.

degaetano continued from page 1

Club, is now the nation’s oldest municipal arts award. It recognizes local artists
as well as those “community leaders who
help regional arts flourish.”
The 2018 winners will be honored
at an Oct. 22 ceremony at the Cleveland Museum of Art.
DeGaetano is the latest in a long
line of Cleveland Heights residents to
receive a Cleveland Arts Prize. Among
the best-known local recipients are
Jules and Miles Belkin, Eric Coble,
Dorothy Fuldheim, Peter B. Lewis, Les
Roberts, Michael Ruhlman and Viktor
Shreckengost.
Damien McClendon, recently
named Cleveland Heights poet laureate by Heights Arts, is another 2018
Cleveland Arts Prize recipient, honored as one of five “on the verge” fellows. Although McClendon has never
lived in the Heights, he calls Cleveland
Heights his “spiritual home,” citing his
frequent visits, from a young age, to
Coventry and its arts scene. [See an
article about McClendon in the June
2018 issue of the Heights Observer.]
For the past 36 years, DeGaetano
has used her role as co-owner and manager of Mac’s Backs on Coventry Road

to promote local writers and to engage
residents in the literary scene. She hosts
talks by authors, book clubs created by
staff and local residents, and monthly
open-mike poetry readings, which have
been held on the second Wednesday of
the month for the past 34 years.
DeGaetano’s love affair with
Cleveland Heights goes back to age
2, when her parents moved here from
Cleveland’s Buckeye-Shaker neighborhood. Her love of books soon took
root in family trips to choose books
at the Coventry Village Library.
When the family moved to Lee
Road, to live in a house that stood
on the site of the current diner, her
favorite haunt soon became the main
library. “When I got old enough, I
could walk to the Lee Road branch,
enjoying the stroll past the Cedar-Lee
Theatre and Woolworth’s—the Big
Fun of its time. I remember spending one summer borrowing all the
suspense novels Mary Stewart wrote
and reading them one after the other.”
Although she moved to the Old
Brooklyn neighborhood in 1998, DeGaetano said that her heart has always
remained in Cleveland Heights and

Community improvement corporation
Council is considering the formation of
a community improvement corporation
(CIC) for the city, with its own articles
of incorporation, as a statutory entity
designed to enact real estate transactions on behalf of the city. One of its
duties, for instance, would be to seek out
development partners to redevelop, or
tear down, properties that have severely
deteriorated. McConville recommended
sending this ordinance, which was presented on first reading, to committee
for consideration [and comparison] to
other options, such as a land bank or
community development corporation. A
land bank can engage in property foreclosures but is part of the city, whereas
a CIC is a separate entity. The housing
and governmental affairs committees will
consider this ordinance.

Coventry.
“Coventry is a walking neighborhood and a crossroads culture, and I
love the diversity of people who are
attracted to the shops and restaurants
here,” DeGaetano explained.
Managing a bookstore was definitely not in DeGaetano’s plans when she
graduated from Ohio’s Miami University,

216.233.9253
OldBlueHomeInspections.com

SCOTT HAIGH

Old Blue
Home
Inspections

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold!

2879 N. Park, Cleveland Heights

Radon Testing
Termite Inspection
Comprehensive Home Inspections

Let Old Blue work for You
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CDBG funds
Council voted to accept $142,965 from
Cuyahoga County’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to install
crosswalks at the intersection of Cedar and
South Green roads as part of the traffic calming project. It also reopened a CDBG line
in the budget in order to account for these
funds. The crosswalks must be completed by
November, and the project includes adding
ramps and adjusting traffic signal timing to
allow for safer crossings. Finally, council authorized the city to seek bids for this project.
City Engineer Joe Ciuni said the drawings
would be completed this week and sent out
to bid immediately.
Silsby Road Park project
Council accepted a Natureworks grant from
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources in
the amount of $105,254. This will be used
to convert the vacant lot on Silsby Road near
Allison Road to a mini-park. It will have fencing around the perimeter, an evergreen tree
and other plantings. The city will provide 25
percent of the total project cost. The project
has been awarded to BJ Platten and work
will begin as soon as possible.
Video recording of council meetings
Council approved an additional $12,500
to cover the cost for Mandacam Video to
record council meetings for the remainder
of the year. Mayor Brennan is looking into
other options but asked for this cost to be
approved in the meantime. All council meetings are posted on YouTube with links on the
University Heights city website.
LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.

Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
To receive email postings of full reports, send an email to maryannbarnes@
lwvgreatercleveland.org or join through
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer
reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member
observation and selected highlights
of public meetings and are not official
statements of the Heights Chapter of
the League of Women Voters of Greater
Cleveland. This disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.

where she studied political science and
radio/TV communications. “At that
time,” said DeGaetano, “I had planned
to be making documentary films.”
What has kept DeGaetano at
Mac’s Backs for 36 years? “It’s the books
and the people,” DeGaetano said. “I
love talking to people and I love hearing their stories.” It is not surprising,
then, that DeGaetano supplemented
her work at the bookstore for 30 years
by working part time as a bartender at
the Barking Spider, trading “people and
books” for “people and music.”
As more book sales have gone online
and digital, DeGaetano said she believes
that bookstores will continue to offer
an irreplaceable experience by enabling
people to discover books that they
didn’t know existed, particularly books
in underserved genres, such as poetry,
and books by local writers. “There is no
online experience,” said Gaetano, “like
browsing in a bookstore!”

Robert Brown is a city planner with more
than 40 years of experience, including nine
years as Cleveland’s city planning director.
A resident of Cleveland Heights for 40plus years, Brown serves on the board of
FutureHeights.
www.heightsobserver.org
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CH council authorizes MOU for
Meadowbrook and Lee property

courtesy jan milic

Jessica Schantz

This sign in the Forest Hill neighborhood encouraged neighbors and passersby to stop and visit
with one another.

FutureHeights programs aim to
encourage front-porch culture
Courtney Arbogast

On July 17, FutureHeights facilitated
a public forum titled “Placemaking:
How to Create a Front Porch Culture.”
The event, in which four panelists discussed the ways in which they created
front-porch cultures in their neighborhoods, took place at The BottleHouse
Brewing Company, with more than 40
Heights residents attending.
Dawn Arrington and Katharyne
Starinsky spoke about their experiences helping to coordinate Larchmere’s annual PorchFest, a free music
festival that takes place on 30 different front porches in the Larchmere
neighborhood. Through help from
residents and volunteers, the event
now welcomes more that 9,000 attendees. Starinsky, one of the event’s
founders, remarked that, although
the festival has grown tremendously,
residents and organizers remain
committed to it being neighborhood
grown and neighborhood serving.
Patrick Freed spoke about how he
creates community through his business, Free Styles Barber Shop. Wanting
to leverage both his business and education backgrounds, Freed partnered
with the Noble Neighborhood Library
to provide children’s books in his barbershop. He is also coordinating with
several other barbershops through this
initiative. Freed commented that he’s
looking ahead to all possibilities and
ways in which he and other business
owners can contribute to the community, and expressed the hope that
this will encourage residents to utilize
businesses and shops as spaces for

community building.
Tammy Wise discussed how residents can create a front-porch culture
in their own neighborhoods, even if
the houses do not have a traditional
front porch. One idea that she has
seen in some neighborhoods is placing chairs on a front lawn, and sitting
there as one would on a front porch.
She also provided several ideas for
neighborhood events, such as a chili
cook-off, a block party or a donut day.
Stories from the panel sparked
conversation and comments from
attendees, who shared their own
anecdotes about creating front-porch
cultures in their communities. One
Forest Hill neighborhood resident
showed the crowd a yard sign used to
promote conversation among neighbors that stated “Stop here and chat.”
Another resident mentioned beginning a whiskey-tasting club in her
area, as well as a clothing exchange.
Other ideas, such as cooking classes,
block parties, and dog-friendly
events, were discussed as well.
FutureHeights wants to support neighborhood efforts to create
front-porch culture. Interested CH
residents should consider applying
for a Neighborhood Mini-Grant, or
participating in the Neighborhood
Leadership Workshop Series in
spring 2019. For more information
about these programs, visit: www.
futureheights.org/programs/communitybuilding-programs/.
Courtney Arbogast was an Americorps
VISTA summer associate at FutureHeights.

At its July 30 meeting, Cleveland
Heights City Council voted unanimously in favor of Resolution No.
79-2018, which allows City Manager Tanisha Briley to negotiate a
non-binding memorandum of understanding with Cedar Lee Connection, LLC, for the proposed
development of the Meadowbrook
and Lee site in the Cedar Lee Business District.
The city recently selected the
team’s RFP/RFQ response, out of
two finalists, and council’s vote
both formally names Cedar Lee
Connection as the developer and
initiates processes that will lead to
a more detailed development plan.
Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow
introduced the legislation and
moved to vote on it. Mary Dunbar
and Jason Stein seconded it, and all
six eligible council members voted
yes. (Michael Ungar abstained
from the vote because the law
firm in which he is a partner does
business with one of the principals
involved in the project.)
Prior to the vote, Mayor Carol
Roe opened the floor to council for
discussion. council member Kahlil
Seren expressed his concern about
the city’s ability “to be on the other
side of the negotiating table” with
large development projects such
as the Meadowbrook and Lee site,
using the current Top of the Hill
project as an example, but he also
thanked Ungar for his willingness
to act as “council’s voice” with the
Top of the Hill developers. Seren
concluded that, despite his reservations, he is “willing to move
forward with [the Meadowbrook
and Lee] project.”

1
Roofing
#

Residential
Commercial

Council Member Cheryl Stephens had earlier indicated that she
would vote no unless her concerns
on other important issues were addressed by city staff. Those issues
included the handling of the Top
of the Hill negotiations, and the
city’s need to accomplish the stated
goal of developing the Taylor Tudor
buildings. “We need to set an example on how we own properties,”
Stephens said. She concluded by
stating that she felt her concerns
had been addressed and would vote
yes on the Meadowbrook Lee resolution.
Dunbar expressed how important this project is to the city, and
that she is “very pleased to be supporting it.” Yasinow emphasized
that council’s unanimous support
for the project “sends the right
message to the developers throughout Northeast Ohio, and throughout the country, that Cleveland
Heights is a place that is open for
business.”
C e d a r L e e C o n n e c t i o n’s
mixed-use proposal includes more
than 20,000 square feet of ground
floor retail space and 75,000–
95,000 square feet of upper floor
apartments, all contained in a “V”shaped building meant to promote
public gathering. The proposal
specifically calls for spaces utilized
for “public art and arts programming.”
Once the development’s design
is finalized between Cedar Lee
Connection and the city manager’s
office, council will vote again to
approve the plan.
Jessica Schantz is the e-news manager
at the Heights Observer and a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights.

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

216-319-0430
Awaken your senses in the Heart of Little Italy
with delicious food, spirits, live entertainment
and more.....
•Purchase signature oﬀerings from some
of Cleveland's renowned restaurants and
up-and-coming gastro artists and
complement your delicious food choices with
an assortment of award-winning spirits.
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• Enjoy a diverse oﬀering of live music from
some of Cleveland's hottest local talent.
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Unique acts, free parking at Music Hop
Bob Rosenbaum

To welcome visitors to the 6th annual Heights Music Hop, Cleveland
Heights is offering free parking, 3–10
p.m., in each business district on the
day the event is held in it: Thursday,
Sept. 13, in Coventry Village; Friday,
Sept. 14, in Cedar-Fairmount; and
Saturday, Sept. 15, in Cedar Lee.
Last year ’s event attracted
about 7,500 people and delivered
economic impact estimated at
$200,000, according to organizers.
This year’s event features roughly 65
musical acts plus a few non-music
entertainments, and organizers
hope it will be bigger and better
than ever before.
“The Music Hop is designed to
show off the livability and diversity
of the community, while supporting
Cleveland Heights’ image as a city of
the arts,” said Deanna Bremer Fisher,
executive director of nonprofit FutureHeights, which produces the
event. “But first and foremost, it’s
about having a good time.”
There will be a raffle, too. A
$10 ticket buys a chance to win six
months of groceries from Zagara’s
marketplace, among other prizes.
Proceeds from the raffle underwrite
the cost to produce the event.
Highlights of this year’s schedule
include, on Thursday, a 3-hour hiphop show at The Grog Shop; and a
mix of family-oriented events at the
Coventry Village Library by Artful,

Cleveland Heights City Council

Ensemble Theatre and Family Connections—all residents of the libraryowned Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus.
Friday at Cedar Fairmount offers
a mix of small-group performances
in various storefronts, with three
groups appearing at The Fairmount
and a nightcap of indie rock band The
Mason District at Nighttown.
Saturday is the busiest night of
the event, with many popular CedarLee nightspots hosting performances.
CLE Urban Winery will showcase a
best of CLE Uncorked—music, spoken-word, magic and other eclectic
acts from across Greater Cleveland.
Again this year, the most unusual
venue may be Washington & Lee
Service, which will clear the cars out
of its bay to make room for a pair of
rock bands.
Finally, the popular Music Hop
After-Party features three bands—the
Bush Administration, Outside Voices
and samfox—from 10 p.m. Saturday
to 1 a.m., at the Bottlehouse Brewery
& Meadery. It’s the only venue that
requires a paid ticket, with proceeds
helping to underwrite the Music Hop.
Sales are strictly limited. Tickets, $10,
can be purchased at www.heightsmusichop.com, and will be available at the
door for $15 until they run out.

meeting highlights
JULY 16, 2018
Council members present were Mayor
Carol Roe, Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren,
Jason Stein, Cheryl L. Stephens and
Michael N. Ungar. Vice Mayor Melissa
Yasinow was absent.
Public comments
Caledonia Park: State Rep. Janine Boyd
thanked council on behalf of her entire
family for the resolution to rename Caledonia Park for her mother, Barbara H. Boyd.
A former state representative and Cleveland Heights mayor, Boyd put together
the agreement with East Cleveland that
originally established the park in a vacant
area in 1987.
Second quarter Master Plan update
City Manager Tanisha Briley announced
substantial progress on the Master Plan—a
document with 10 visions, 45 goals and
157 actions. The public can access an
executive summary developed through the
use of Envisio, a strategy management and
reporting software. The public dashboard
is live at: http://performance.envisio.com/
dashboard/clvhts.
Immigration Task Force
Council Member Seren announced that
the task force has held two meetings and
is discussing amending his proposed
legislation, and bias-free policing. Future
meetings are scheduled for July 26,
Aug. 9, Sept. 6, and Sept. 20, in council
chambers.
Barbara H. Boyd Park
The resolution renaming the park in honor
of Boyd and her history of community
service passed unanimously, with praise
from Seren and Stephens. New equipment will be installed this summer prior to
a ceremony.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chairman of the Heights
Observer Advisory Committee, and is
responsible for its advertising sales and
market development.

2019 tax budget
The 2019 Tax Budget was adopted unanimously on second reading.

Buddhist monks bless Spirit Corner

Assessment equalization boards
These boards hear objections related to
estimated assessments for improvement of
streets and parkways, and street lighting
within the city. Each board is composed
of three citizens of Cuyahoga County
who do not reside in Cleveland Heights
(“disinterested freeholders”).

Geoffrey Pankhurst

Proposed Taylor-Superior “Stadium Square” historic district
A first reading of a resolution to apply
for a grant through the Ohio Historic
Preservation Tax Credit Pipeline Initiative
to nominate a five-building historic district
at Taylor Road and Superior Park Drive,
historically known as “Stadium Square,”
engendered a great deal of discussion.
Stein expressed concern that, because
there is no special improvement district
in this area, there is no way for business
owners in the affected area to speak with
a unified voice. He wants the city to facilitate a merchants’ meeting to discuss this
before the resolution is voted on. This will
be pursued. The goal is to facilitate redevelopment of vacant property in the future.

On Aug. 18, a group of Tibetan Buddhist monks chanted, prayed, and consecrated the land as
part of a blessing ceremony at Spirit Corner in Cleveland Heights. Lobsang Yeshey, spokesperson
for the monks, said the prayers were dedicated to all of the residents of the city, “That they may
have immeasurable happiness and be free of suffering, attachment and hatred.” The monks
visited as part of a two-year tour of the United States. Religious refugees from Tibet, they are
raising funds to support more than 1,500 monks who live in the Gaden Shartse monastery in
southern India. For more information visit www.sacredartsoftibettour.org. For information about
another group of monks who will be visiting in October, contact Judith Eugene at judith@lovinghandsgroup.com or 216-408-5578.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Let the good
times Roll!
T H E
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JULY 30, 2018
All council members were present: Mayor
Carol Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow,
Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein,

Cheryl L. Stephens and Michael N.
Ungar. The meeting lasted from 7:38 to
8:10 p.m.
Community reinvestment area
Council passed, on fourth reading,
an ordinance implementing Sections
3735.65 through 3735.70 of the Ohio
Revised Code, defining the boundaries of
a community reinvestment area in the city.
The ordinance also designates a housing
officer to administer the program, and establishes a community reinvestment housing council and a tax incentive review
council. The aim is to create incentives
to assist and encourage development
throughout the city, especially in areas
that have not enjoyed reinvestment from
remodeling or new construction of residential, mixed-use, commercial and/or
industrial properties.
Meadowbrook and Lee
Council passed, on second reading, a
resolution authorizing the city manager
to negotiate a non-binding memorandum
of understanding with Cedar Lee Connection, LLC, concerning development
at the site known as “Meadowbrook &
Lee.” Council approved Ungar’s recusal
from the vote on this legislation (his law
firm has a client relationship with one of
the developers).
Stadium Square
Council heard the second reading of a
resolution authorizing the city manager
to apply for a grant through the Ohio
Historic Preservation Tax Credit Pipeline
Initiative to nominate a five-building
historic district at the corner of South
Taylor Road and Superior Park Drive,
historically known as “Stadium Square.”
This comprises three addresses on South
Taylor Road (1932-46,1912-26,1908)
and two on Superior Park Drive (3433
and 3440).
FutureHeights agreement
Council approved a resolution authorizing an agreement with FutureHeights for
services as a community development
corporation for the city. Under the agreement, the city will provide FutureHeights
with up to $140,000 over two years,
which will enable the hiring of a staff
specialist in real estate development. The
agreement is broad and flexible in scope,
and allows FutureHeights to define its
own activities, budget, and performance
metrics subject to city approval. For now,
the focus will be on residential housing
in terms of both rehabilitation and infill
development. In the future, with additional
funding, activities might expand to commercial development.
LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 10.

FREE LIVE MUSIC!
The 6th Annual Heights Music Hop
Saturday, September 15th

New Client
Welcome
Package!
"If you are looking for a complete workout and talented instructors,
all in a very casual, friendly environment, Confluence is your place!”
—Spike M.

Stone Oven proudly supports the
Heights Music Hop and Future Heights.

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone-oven.com
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Gardeners’ market comes to Noble neighborhood
On three consecutive Saturdays,
Cleveland Heights gardeners are
invited to participate in the Noble
Gardeners’ Market, to sell fresh
vegetables, fruits and flowers that
they’ve grown in Cleveland Heights
community gardens and in their own
backyards. (No processed foods may
be sold at this market.)
The mini-park at Roanoke and
Noble roads is the site of the market, which kicked off on Aug. 25,
and will also operate on Sept. 1 and
Sept. 8, from 10 a.m. to noon.
The mini-park, a reclaimed parcel one block north of Monticello
Boulevard, was formerly occupied
by a gas station. Thanks to Superfund monies, the city of Cleveland
Heights cleaned and landscaped
the site. Gardeners representing
Noble Neighbors, a local grassroots
organization, have planted a public
perennial garden on the corner and
tend perimeter gardens on the site.
Noble Neighbors leader Brenda
May called the gardeners’ market a
“seed-planting” effort, tipping a hat
to the phrase’s multiple meanings.
“We’re starting small,” said May,
“just a few weeks, just a few gardener/
growers, and just a few items to sell.
Our hope is that both sellers and
buyers will be able to imagine our
market’s possibilities and prepare
for next summer’s sales as they plant
community garden and backyard
plots in the spring of 2019.
“Community building is our
highest priority, which makes this
event unique among the numerous
farmers’ markets in our region. This
is about neighbors meeting up with
neighbors and sharing the abundance
of their gardens and the gifts of new
friendships.”
“A gardener’s market in our new
mini-park is a logical next step for
the city’s collaboration with Noble
Neighbors,” said Carol Roe, mayor
of Cleveland Heights. “One of the
distinguishing features of Cleveland
Heights is its history of creative
grassroots involvement. The city
government functions best when it
recognizes and supports those efforts.”
Essential information for sellers:
• This is not a flea market/yard sale
event. Only fresh vegetables, fruit

courtesy brenda h. may

Tom Gibson

This perennial garden marks the site of the new Noble Gardeners’ Market, at Roanoke and Noble roads.

and flowers may be sold.
• Sellers must bring their own table
or ground cloth, and must be able to
make change for customers.
• Sellers will be asked to sign in and
declare where their produce was
grown.
• Only gardeners who grow in Cleveland Heights are invited to sell. No
truck farmers from outside the city.
(Support them elsewhere!)
• Sellers will not be charged for space.
• Sellers must clean up and take away
all items and disposables by noon.
• The market has a “no processed
food” rule—the organizers don’t
have permission this year for gar-

deners to sell their famous salsa,
or any processed food items, even
if they grew all the ingredients
themselves. That next step would
require health department input.
Remember—the market is starting
small, planting “seeds” of an idea.
Organizers will work on the sellingprocessed-food idea for the future.
• There are no utilities at the site, so
no electricity or water.
• Street parking is available at meters
on Noble Road, or for free on side
streets.
Noble Neighbors is grateful for
the support the city of Cleveland
Heights has provided. For more

details about the Noble Gardeners’
Market, go to www.nobleneighbors.
com.
Tom Gibson, a resident of Cleveland
Heights since 1980, is a former president
of Heights Community Congress, a board
member of Reaching Heights, and a
founding board member of Heights Arts.
He is the principal of Green Paradigm
Partners, a community organizing and
landscape design firm. Gibson established
a permaculture garden project in the Oxford Community Garden, and is currently
helping 10 neighbors on Langton Road
establish Pocket Pollinator Gardens in
the Noble neighborhood.

Heights Libraries Is Here for You,
Wherever You Are.
You may have noticed libraries have changed quite a bit over the past few decades, and Heights
Libraries has been at the forefront in Northeast Ohio. We were an early adopter of online services and
technology training, and we’re always expanding our services. More than a place to check out books
and movies, Heights Libraries has evolved since its founding to adapt to the changing needs of the
community it serves. We meet you where you are, and help you get where you want to be.

So, where are you right now?
A. At home, sitting on the couch with a bad cold and
an iPad, bored and cranky

E. A recent immigrant, looking for information on
becoming a citizen

B. On the RTA, riding home from work, playing with
your smartphone and wishing you could start that
new John Grisham novel

F. Trying to find affordable advanced training in
Photoshop to stay competitive as a freelance
designer

C. At the kitchen table with a stressed out child who’s
trying to write a school report after the library has
closed, and whose teacher has forbidden the use
of Wikipedia

G. Just retired, wondering what to do with your newfound freedom

D. Just laid off, needing to sharpen up your resume
and interviewing skills

H. Looking for a cozy place to read the paper
I. Looking for actual books. On shelves.

Here’s what we can do for you:
A. Stream a movie or audiobook directly from our
website (that’s the bored part covered, at least…)

F. Heights Libraries card holders get free access to
Lynda.com, an extensive online learning company

B. Your wish is granted! Explore our digital catalog to
find the eBook, and read it instantly on your phone

G. Oh, so, so many programs. Book clubs, concerts,
local history, tai chi, art study, film, home
improvement…

C. Online databases never close, and include trusted
sources like the World Book Encyclopedia
D. We offer regular job search classes like Resume
Workshop and Searching for Jobs Online
E. We offer free citizenship and ESL classes

H. Four easily accessible buildings with comfy chairs
and local and national papers
I. Yes, we still have thousands of books. On shelves.
And our collection is always expanding to meet
your interests and needs.

Wherever you are in your life,
Heights Libraries is here for you.
www.heightslibrary.org

Heights Observer September 1, 2018

			

13

www.heightsobserver.org

Community News

HCC’s 2018 home and garden tour spotlights Harcourt Manor
The 41st annual Heights Heritage
Home & Garden Tour, presented
by Heights Community Congress
(HCC), will be held this year on
Sunday, Sept. 16, from noon to 6
p.m. The theme, Our FAIR City,
honors the fact that this year, 2018,
marks the 50th anniversary of the
landmark Fair Housing Act of 1968.
The tour will be special in another way, in that Harcourt Manor
will be the featured home. This is
the estate that many see driving
up Cedar Glen Parkway, or riding
bikes in the neighborhood, and
many have watched the progression of the painstaking renovation
of this magnificent house, and
the spectacular landscaping that
has evolved. The first floor of the
home will be open, as well as its
awe-inspiring grounds. The very
generous owners are eager to share
their new home with the community.
Other houses and gardens on
this year’s tour are:
• A stately, red-brick Colonial in

courtesy hcc

Susan Roberts

Harcourt Manor will be one of eight tour stops this year.

the Ambler Heights Historic
District, with lovely architectural
features, that has been thoroughly renovated and brought back
to life.
• A quintessential Tudor home,
with touches of India and Europe.
• A small, cozy home that has retained its 1930s’ character, with
an impressive garden curving
around the large backyard.
• A traditional red-brick Georgian,
with a stunning and colorful

contemporar y interior, along
with its lovely garden filled with
garden art.
• A comfortable mid-century home,
in the friendly and charming
Noble neighborhood.
• Two newly renovated apartments
in the Alcazar—identical in layout, but uniquely decorated.
• The formal, courtyard garden of
the Alcazar—an urban oasis, surrounded by this historic building.
• A permaculture garden, originally

CIM@SEVERANCE HALL
Wednesday, September 26 at 8pm

based on a “gardens not lawns”
concept.
From 2 to 4 p.m., tourgoers will
be welcomed for refreshments at
the Alcazar, a Cleveland Heights
Historic Landmark with gorgeous
Spanish/Moorish tilework defining
its stunning atrium. There, guests
will be free to see the first floor,
along with the formal gardens not
visible from the outside.
Tickets for the Sept. 16 tour
($25 each if purchased after Labor
Day; $20 if purchased before the
holiday) can be purchased online
at www.heightscongress.org, or at
one of the businesses listed on the
website.
The night before the tour, on
Saturday evening, Sept. 15, patrons
are invited to a Preview Party Gala,
to be held at Harcourt Manor,
where guests will be free to roam
all four floors of the home, and
explore its spectacular grounds.
Guests will partake of delicious
food, live music provided by a
local jazz ensemble, and a talk by
featured keynote speaker Sarah A.
Leavitt, curator of the National
Building Museum in Washington,
D.C. (The entire evening will be
spent here, in lieu of the traditional
trolley tour of past preview parties.)
Several levels of sponsorship
are offered for the preview party.
For additional information, and
group rates, visit the HCC website, www.heightscongress.org; e-mail
info@heightscongress; or call the
office at 216-321-6775.
Susan Roberts is the home search
committee chair for the 2018 Heights
Heritage Home & Garden Tour.

Peace Lutheran hosts
free monthly meals
Louise Gerlak

CLEVELAND INSTITUTE OF MUSIC ORCHESTRA
Thomas Wilkins, guest conductor
Daniel Kaler, cello, student artist
SHOSTAKOVICH Festive Overture, Op. 96
WALTON Cello Concerto (1956)
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 5 in E minor, Op. 64

Reserve your FREE tickets today at cim.edu/events or call 216. 231.1111.
Thomas Wilkins’ appearance is made possible by the Kulas Visiting Artist Series funded by the Kulas Foundation.

cim.edu
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Peace Lutheran Church will begin
serving once-a-month hot meals for
the community starting on Thursday,
Sept. 20. The meals will take place on
the third Thursday of each month,
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., and are free
and open to everyone.
The organizers hope that whole
families will join them, as they believe
that family dinners build relationships, and help kids do better in
school.
Peace Lutheran Church is located
at 3740 Mayfield Road, just east of
Severance Town Center. The church
is easily reached via Cleveland RTA
bus number 9—the Mayfield route.
The closest bus stop is right in front
of the church, at the intersection of
Mayfield Road and Cleveland Heights
Boulevard.
For more information, call the
church at 216-382-4545.
Louise Gerlak is active in the Heights community and beyond. At Peace Lutheran
Church, she participates in gardening,
sings in the choir, and is a member of the
welcome and outreach committees.
www.heightsobserver.org

COMMUNITY NEWS

Friends of Lower Lake volunteers restore native habitat

UDDERLY
Fantastic
Savings...

PEGGY SPAETH

Postcard of the Canoe Club c.1920.

Mark Majewski, Emma Shook, Eran Shiloh, Kathy Smachlo and Kenji Sakaie removing 40 years
of soil and invasives from the Canoe Club foundation.

and blowing the grass. But tending the health of the vegetative
habitat has been neglected. The
Parklands have been invaded by
aggressive non-native plants.
Japanese knot weed, tree of
heaven, porcelainberr y, honeysuckle, English ivy, and buckthorn
have outcompeted the indigenous
pla nts that support the native
birds and insects dependent upon
them. Unless they are removed and
replaced with native plants, and a
maintenance plan is created, the
entire watershed is imperiled.
Ma ny people h ave become
alarmed by the dramatic degradation of the Parklands habitat,

particularly at Lower Lake. With
land stewardship and restoration
activities its most requested volunteer activity, DBWP convened
a meeting of volunteers who want
to ma ke a difference at Lower
Lake, and Friends of Lower Lake
(FLL) was launched. The mission
of this new citizen-led DBW P
volunteer program is to restore
habitat and biodiversity at Lower
La ke, i n pa r tnersh ip w ith the
sta keholder s w ho over see t he
Shaker Parklands.
FLL selected the Canoe Club
site on the south side of the lake as
its first project because of its historical significance and outstanding

generations of family experience. Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

Chris

Watch our website for details in 2019!

Bill

Heating Tune-Up/Safety Inspection

$104

Mention this discount when scheduling.Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per system, parts additional. Discount valid during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). Payment must be given to technician at time of service. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Must be scheduled prior to 4/30/19

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.
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3rd Annual FREE Furnace Giveaway!

5

Schedule Your Fall
He ating Tune-up!

VEHbrothers.com

Peggy Spaeth is co-chair, with John
Barber, of Friends of Lower Lake.

932-9755

216

The Shaker Parklands, a green oasis in the midst of suburbia, span
Cleveland, Cleveland Heights and
Shaker Heights. The boundaries
are North Park Boulevard on the
north; Eaton Road on the east;
Martin Luther King Boulevard on
the west; and an irregular line following Fairhill Road, South Park
Boulevard into West Park Boulevard, South Woodland Road, and
South Park Boulevard on the south
and southeast. The main artery is
Doan Brook, which spills into Lake
Erie. Everything that happens in
the Parklands doesn’t stay in the
Parklands. Everything that happens ultimately impacts the Great
Lakes, the largest body of freshwater in the world.
The Parklands contain four
lakes. The Shakers first deforested
the area 200 years agao by damming Doan Brook for lumber and
f lour mills, creating Horseshoe
and Lower lakes. At the beginning of the 20th century, the Van
Sweringen brothers dammed the
South Branch to create Marshall
and Green lakes for their Shaker
Village “Garden City” development.
The Parklands as a whole are
under the oversight of the three
cities, and the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District manages the
hydrology with major infrastructure projects. The Nature Center
at Shaker Lakes manages its 20-acre
green space, and the Doan Brook
Watershed Partnership (DBWP)
convenes an advisory group, the
Parklands Management Committee, to address land management
across municipal borders.
In spite of the many capable
and well-intentioned governmenta l a nd nonprof it entities that
oversee the Sha ker Pa rk la nds,
one vital aspect of its environmental health has been neglected:
plant life. Attention is paid to
the water in the watershed; to
paved trails for running, bicycling
and wa lking; to environmenta l
education for young children; to
trash remova l; a nd to mow ing

COURTESY PEGGY SPAETH

Peggy Spaeth

vista of the lake. The Canoe Club
was built in 1909 and razed in 1976.
The building housed 30 canoes, and
the club presented annual regattas
for many years, attended by crowds
of up to 5,000 people. The foundation, complete with a cement boat
launch, has been filled in with 40
years of silt overrun by porcelainberry, poison ivy and more.
Volunteers of all ages, including
Boy Scouts from Troop 22, have
been working Sunday mornings
since May to expose the foundation
and remove unwanted vegetation.
“It feels so good to be working locally on the environment,”
University Heights resident Emma
Shook said. “This has been bothering me since I first moved here.”
Cleveland Heights resident Nancy
Thrams said that she’d put it “out
to the universe to do something
at Lower Lake” when she first saw
evidence that people were working there. And Kathy Smachlo of
Shaker Heights is using expertise
developed from years of gardening
with native plants in her own yard
to whack away at honeysuckle roots
and suggest replacements.
FLL is realistic that habitat
restoration and maintenance is a
project with no end. There is not
only physical work to be done—
the cities and organizations that
oversee green space need to create
a vision and a maintenance plan for
healthy habitat that goes beyond
mowing and blowing. But someone
has to start somewhere, and FLL
has done that.
On a recent Sunday morning
at the Ca noe Club, volunteers
stopped to look up at two osprey
as they swooped to snag goldfish
and flew off. A kingfisher rattled
its call, a hummingbird flashed by.
Dogs, new babies, runners, walkers,
friends, and strollers wended their
way on the path. People said “thank
you for what you are doing.” Some
asked, “How can I help?”
To volunteer, e-mail friendsof lowerlake@gmail.com. More
information is available at thefriendsoflowerlake.blogspot.com.

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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September HBC rides showcase homes, gardens and art
LIFE CYCLE

Heights Bicycle Coalition

Looking for a way to get some exercise with like-minded people, while
seeing many of the great sights the
area has to offer? The Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC) frequently
hosts group rides, including the
two September rides below. Hop on
your bike and join in the fun!
Sunday, Sept. 16 – Heights
Heritage Home & Garden Tour
A great way to enjoy the Heritage
Home and Garden Tour is by bicycle. Parking is easy when all you
need is a patch of grass! Join Heights
Community Congress and HBC
for an afternoon of biking and
touring.
Pedal up and purchase your
discounted $20 bicycle ticket at
the bike fix-it station at the corner

of Coventry Road and North Park
Boulevard on Sunday, Sept. 16, between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. We’ll give
you our recommended turn-by-turn
route to enjoy all the homes and
gardens on the tour before you set
out for a fun and healthy afternoon.
For more information about the
tour, visit www.heightscongress.org/
index.html.
S a t u r d a y, S e p t . 2 2 –
FRONT Triennial Tour de Art
This all-day bike tour will visit
several exhibitions in FRONT
International: Cleveland Triennial
for Contemporary Art. FRONT is
a mix of artist commissions, performances, films and public programs
examining the ever-changing and
politically urgent conditions of an
American city.
The ride will depart from the
bike fix-it station at Coventry Road
and North Park Boulevard at 9:30
a.m., then head to University Circle
to visit Judy’s Hand Pavilion outside
of the Museum of Contemporary
Art Cleveland, as well as several

Privileged
to help.
Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

exhibitions and installations at the
Cleveland Museum of Art. The tour
continues on to Playhouse Square
for a viewing of Love Story, a video
installation that centers on the cult
of celebrity and the overwhelming influence the media exerts on
our world view. After stopping to
enjoy the Canvas City murals on
Prospect Avenue, riders will head
downtown to the Cleveland Arcade
and Cleveland Public Library. The
Arcade features Cleveland’s 1973
City Canvas public art project, while
the library’s exhibit, The American
Library, consists of 6,000 books,
each bearing the name of a first- or
second-generation immigrant whose
life and work impacted culture.
The next stop is a haunting installation of works by photographer
Dawoud Bey at Saint John Episcopal Church in Ohio City, then on
to SPACES for A Color Removed—a
citywide project that seeks to remove the color orange from Cleveland in response to the shooting of
Tamir Rice (the toy pistol he was
holding was missing an orange tip
meant to denote it was not a real
gun). At Transformer Station, we’ll
visit Human Right, a project that
examines the relationship between
personal narratives and social conditions in Middlesbrough, England.
The tour ends at the West Side
Market for a fusion of food and art
with John Riepenhoff’s Cleveland
Curry Kojiwurst special sausage, an
original FRONT-commissioned
product, being featured in various
collaborations with vendors and restaurateurs during the exhibition’s
three months. After a lunch break,
the group will ride the eight miles
back to the Heights. Riders will
also have the option to take public
transportation back home.
As with all HBC rides, participants are urged to remember
to wear a helmet, and bring water
and a bike lock. Children under 16
must be accompanied by a parent.
For more information on rides, or
to get involved, visit www.heightsbicyclecoalition.org.
Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3
nonprofit dedicated to educating and

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

encouraging Heights community members to use bicycles as a sustainable and
healthy form of transportation and
recreation. This article was written
by Jamison Babb, Angel Reyes and the
coalition’s communications committee.

Volunteer Match
Kim Sergio Inglis

Heights Observer’s Volunteer Match
column lists opportunities for residents to lend their time to worthy
organizations in and around the
Heights.
Submit your organization’s
volunteer needs by calling the FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 or
e-mailing sbasu@futureheights.org.
The CAMHP Foundation,
based in Cleveland Heights, and organized and run by women of color,
is a grassroots movement working
to increase community well-being
by bringing social capital and opportunities to the South Collinwood
neighborhood.
The foundation has bought five
vacant and neglected lots on E. 154th
and E. 157th streets that it plans to
rehabilitate into community gardens. These gardens will be used to
combat the food desert and lack of
green space that plagues South Collinwood and other neighborhoods,
and to provide vocational training
and other opportunities to the area.
The first of the gardens to break
ground, at 782 E. 154th St., will be
home to lavender, blackberries, eight
raised garden beds, and beehives,
and will be a model for the other
four. The foundation plans to have
all five gardens completed and ready
for the 2019 grow season.
The CAMHP Foundation is
looking for volunteers and donations
of plants, tools and other gardening
supplies. For more information, or
to get involved, visit www camhpfoundation.org or e-mail emiliana@
camhpfoundation.org.
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of
the Heights Observer, and a Cuyahoga
County master gardener volunteer.

Cartoon by Andy Singer | Reprinted from Funny Times.

Laughter 301:
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Advanced level material for those
with a broad sense of humor.
Required reading: 1 year of Funny Times
Print subscription: 12 issues, $28 ... or digital edition through the
amazon store or itunes .

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to www.funnytimes.com
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Heights High students honored as AP scholars
least 4 on all AP exams taken, and
scores of 4 or higher on eight or more
of these exams.
AP Scholar with Distinction was
awarded to 15 Heights High students
who received an average score of
at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken,
and scores of 3 or higher on five or
more exams. These students were:
Evangeline Bambakidis, Londyn
Crenshaw, Sylvie Crowell, Sophie
Gilson, Melanie Graham, William
Hopkins, Georgina Jolivette, Rosalind
Madorsky, Jordan Major, Schuyler

Scott Wortman

The College Board’s AP program
recognized 31 Cleveland Heights
High School students as AP scholars
for their outstanding performance
and college-level achievement on
Advanced Placement (AP) exams.
Class of 2018 graduates Melanie
Graham and Mary Jane Reinhardt
were honored as Nationa l A P
Scholars. This, the program’s highest
distinction, is granted to students
who receive an average score of at

Cleveland Heights University
Heights Board of Education

Radivoyevitch, Mary Jane Reinhardt,
Emma Routh, Adam Smith, Macy
Smith and Hannah Thellian.
Three students, Hannah Gilson,
Maria Tarnay and Ethan Zoldak,
were named AP Scholar with Honor,
granted to students who receive an
average score of at least 3.25 on all
AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or
higher on four or more exams.
Earning AP Scholar status were
13 students who received scores of 3 or
higher on three or more exams. These
students were: Glennis Covault, Jenna
Dent, Kimberly Fisher, Alexander
Gillooly, Remi Godard, Jackson
Henninge, Connor Karboski, Julia
O’Donnell, Gerald Shazor, Maria

Meeting highlights
JULY 24, 2018
President Jim Posch, Vice President Jodi
Sourini, and board members Dan Heintz,
Malia Lewis and Beverly Wright were present, as were Superintendent Talisa Dixon
and Treasurer Scott Gainer. After a 5 p.m.
executive session about employment concerns, the board reconvened at 6 p.m. in
open session. The meeting was adjourned
at 6:45 p.m.
Roof repair contract approved
The board awarded a contract of $65,100
to Tusing Builders to repair the high school
auditorium roof. The roof section requiring
repair was not part of the high school renovation.
Middle schools renovation update
Doug Myers of PMC, Jakiel Sanders of
Moody Nolan, and Jack Kellogg of Turner
Construction provided updates on total
costs to date. The total costs for Roxboro
Middle School are $19 million, and for
Monticello Middle School, $18 million. The
board approved change orders totaling
$247,323. These orders include heat trace,
science classrooms and masonry wall anchoring.
Potential change orders at Monticello
could cost $851,620. These changes include fire-rated partitions, kitchen modifications, door hardware and repair, interior signage, monitors, painting of metal
grates, and tack board modifications. Potential Roxboro change orders could be
$204,704, which includes masonry, stair
door and hardware repair, interior signage,
repair of damaged millwork, refinishing the
cupola and floor leveling.

Vaughn Jones, Jayden Weaver, Rylee
Woldman and Aminah Wyatt.
Heights High offers 19 A P
classes in the subject areas of English,
math, science, social studies, world
languages, economics, art, and music.
The College Board administers
the AP program. Students enrolled in
college-level courses take an end-ofcourse exam and receive a score of 1
through 5. Colleges and universities
often grant advanced placement
based on the AP scores.
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of
communications for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City School
District.

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

AUGUST 7, 2018
President Jim Posch, Vice President Jodi Sourini,
and board members Dan Heintz and Beverly
Wright were present. Malia Lewis was absent.
Superintendent Talisa Dixon and Treasurer
Scott Gainer were also present. The meeting
began at 7 p.m. and ended at 8:40 p.m.
Board approvals and acceptances
The board approved middle school field trips to
Washington, D.C., and Quebec, and all financial reports presented.
It also approved group A district policies.
Group B policies were presented for the second reading, and group C policies were presented for the first reading.
The board accepted $1,192 in monetary
donations, $200 in school supplies, and one
painting and three books valued at $350 total.
Heights Schools Foundation activity
Julianna Johnston Senturia, executive director
of the Heights Schools Foundation, reviewed
the foundation’s activities in 2017–18. Activities
included the 2017 homecoming and parade;
distributing $15,000 in scholarships; rolling out
a new magazine, The Heights; and providing
teachers with opportunities to apply for grants
in a “Shark Tank”-like process.

Pay as you go

Life Drawing

Request for public input
Posch encouraged the public to come to the
board with any concerns.

Wednesdays, 7–9pm
Perfect for all skill levels, our life drawing sessions are
a great way to keep your skills fresh or to try a new
technique. $15/session, or purchase an eight-session
pass for $90. Moderated by Eddie Mitchell.

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 10.

Cleveland Institute of Art
11610 Euclid Avenue
cia.edu/lifedrawing

You’ll miss ‘em when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even better
at keeping them healthy & beautiful
Pruning
Disease Identification
Fertilization
Immunization
Cable Support Systems Stump Grinding

440-463-7379

ISA Certified
Arborist
#OH-6536A

RipleyTreeService.com

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Students prepare for classes at Heights High’s AP Success Camp

These Heights High students participated in the AP Success Camp in July.

Scott Wortman

The thought of taking Advanced
P l a c e m e n t ( A P) c o u r s e s c a n
seem d au nt i n g for m a ny h i g h
school students. These courses,
in which students can earn college
cred it th roug h a n end-of -yea r
exam, are structured like college
courses, with an increased rigor
t h at i nc lud e s e x t r a work a nd
oftentimes more stress.
Clevela nd Heig hts H ig h

S c ho ol a nd t he C H-U H C it y
School District sought to alleviate
these worries for students with
their second annual AP Success
Camp, which was held in July at
the high school.
A tot a l of 23 st ud ent s , i n
grades 9–12, attended the four-day
camp in order to prepare for their
upcoming classes in the 2018–19
school year.
The majority of the students

have at least one AP course on
their schedule this year, but some,
like rising freshman James Huff,
were there to sharpen their study
skills and see what AP is all about
before diving in as a sophomore.
“This camp has been helpful
i n te r m s of g e t t i n g o pi n ion s
of ot her people t h at took A P
classes,” said Huff. “Seeing other
people saying ‘it’s OK, you’ll be
fine, you just have to work a little

harder’—I think it makes it a little
easier to say I want to do all AP
classes when I get to 10th grade.”
“Even though we’re focusing on
AP classes, it’s really helpful in any
class you’re going to take because
you’re going to have stress in all
classes. You’re going to have work
in all classes—so you can apply
what you’re learning this week to
all your other classes,” added rising
sophomore Emma Vail.
Five former AP students served
on a pa nel to ta l k about their
experiences in taking AP courses.
Dash Chesney, a 2018 graduate,
discussed how he was able to juggle
the workload while playing on the
varsity basketball team.
“There were times that I would
fall behind, but the teachers either
stay late or come early to help,”
said Chesney. “There were a lot
of mornings where I would have
to wake up earlier just to come in
for school, and there were times
where, when we had study tables,
I would go talk to my teachers. Or
I would go during my lunch hour.
That helped me get caught up and
freed up more time after school
for sports and [to] still maintain
good grades.”
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of
communications for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District.
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2285 Lee Rd. Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Come see us at our historic workshop or visit us online at... Mitchellschocolates.com
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Eliminating fines saves money for Heights Libraries

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

now learned that, instead of hav ing hundreds of dollars of fines
to pay, they ca n just
return the items and
pay a $10 fee to cover
the agency’s costs.
Customers sti l l
see f ines accu mu lat ing on overdue items,
but when those items
are returned, the fines
are wiped from the accounts.
The fine-free policy does have some restrictions, and it only
applies to items owned
by Heights Libraries.
Through its membership in the
CLEVNET consortium, Heights
Libraries customers have access
to items at other participating
Northeast Ohio libraries via a hold
system. If a customer borrows an
item from a library that charges
fines, the customer must pay those

Circulation Manager Ty Emerson checks a customer’s account.

Sheryl Banks

In January 2018, Heights Libraries
stopped charging overdue fees. The
move was part of an overall shift in
focus from restrictions and chastisement to forgiveness and easier
access to materials and services.
“All we really want is for folks
to return physical items so they can
be recirculated,” said Circulation
Manager Ty Emerson. “The elimination of fines makes that the focus
of our interaction with customers
with overdue items, as opposed
to scolding and growing fines and
fees, so they are more comfortable
bringing the items back.”
Half a year later, the new finefree policy has benefitted not just
the pocketbooks and wallets of
customers, but also the library’s
bottom line.
“We receive reports from our
collection agency detailing how
much money and materials we receive back per month through their
efforts,” said Emerson. “Because we
were no longer requiring overdue
fees be paid, we were expecting to
see a loss of cash revenue, but the
actual cash driven in from our collection agency increased from January to May by $3,785 over last year.
And the value of material returned
to us more than doubled, from
$39,716 to $88,891. That’s $49,175
worth of materials we did not have
to pay to replace.”

If an item is so late that it is
considered lost, the account is
turned over to a collection agency
to help retrieve the material. Emerson bel ieves t h at c ustomers
whose accounts have been turned
over to the collection agency have

fines—Heights Libraries cannot
waive them. This applies to any
item obtained through the interlibrary loan service, as well.
“Response has been great,” said
Emerson. “We’ve begun to see it reflected in our circulation numbers.”
Over the last few years, Heights
Libra ries’ circu lation numbers
have been dropping roughly 5 percent each year, but that trend has
reversed since the fine-free policy
was implemented. A comparison
of March 2018 and March 2016
numbers shows nearly identical
numbers, with 2018 a mere 0.87
percent lower than 2016.
“People feel welcome, and forgiven,” noted Emerson, “so they’re
coming back and checking out lots
of materials. And bringing them
back.”
Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library
System.

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

Celebrating
20 Years!

30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP

$59

(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY)
2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.
(216) 371-9760
www.atmacenter.com

@atmacenter108

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

/atmacenter
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What’s going on at your library?
Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Call Jared Lavender

216

Fridays, Sept. 14 and 28, 1–2 p.m.
Senior Financial Empowerment
Workshops. Concerned about finances in your old age? These
financial literacy programs for
the elderly, from Empowering and
Strengthening Ohio’s People, offer information and skills to help
you manage your money as you
age. The Sept. 28 program will
cover estate planning. Registration begins two weeks prior to
each event.
University Heights Branch
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Thursday, Sept. 27, 4–5:30 p.m.
Banned Book Slam. Exercise your
first amendment right at this anticensorship celebration. Choose
your favorite banned book and
share a passage with the audience.
Snacks and refreshments will be
provided.

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

932-9755

VEHbrothers.com

AUGUST 6, 2018
Board members present were President
Abby Botnick, Vice President Chris
Mentrek, Secretary James Roosa, Dana
Fluellen and Vikas Turakhia. The meeting began at 7:30 p.m. and adjourned
at 8:10 p.m.

Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462

ONLY Hann Family owned heating and cooling business in Cleveland.

EASTWOOD
F URNITURE
3451 Fairmount Blvd.
216-303-9862

Monday, Sept. 17, 5–6 p.m.
A Taste of Nepal. Learn about our
Nepali neighbors by listening to
Nepalese music, playing Bagh
Chal, and sampling some delicious
cuisine. This program is part of
Heights Libraries’ On The Same
Page initiative.

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 7–8:30 p.m.
The Art of Exile: Art Study Group at
the Cleveland Museum of Art. Turning
our minds from summer travel by
choice, this program will examine
the flight from home of the escapee,
the exile, the fugitive—the refugee.
Artists often have been such travelers, and art has sometimes offered
the sanctuary, asylum, or haven that
they (or we) seek. This event takes
place at the Cleveland Museum of
Art. Registration opens Sept. 12.

Have Radiators? Want Central Air?

The

Noble Neighborhood Branch
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Lee Road Branch
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

www.KellerNational.com

was designed
for homes like yours. This system
provides exceptional comfort
without any messy and expensive
remodeling. Barely noticeable on
your ceiling, the units blend right in!

Coventry Village Branch
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Financial report
The board approved a resolution to
accept the financial report for the
year to date, June 30, 2018. The report indicates a total cash balance of
$13,299,815.12. In separate resolutions, the board approved a $103,000
increase to the 2018 permanent appropriation for the Washington Boulevard
property, legal services and contingency funds to be funded by the unappropriated balance, and an amendment to
increase the amount available for staff
wage equity and compression adjustments.

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

www.eastwoodfurniture.com

Custom Furniture.
More Ways to
be You.

New amended by-laws
The board completed its annual review
of the by-laws and approved them as
amended for 2018. There are minor
changes this year. The by-laws describe
the roles of principal library staff, procedures for bidding, and use of funds,
among other topics, and can be found
on the Heights Libraries website.

Solid Hardwood
Made in Ohio
Designed by You

IN

Sentinels of the Great Lakes

Public service highlights
• The summer lunch program provided
by the Greater Cleveland Food Bank
had served 1,000 meals by the end
of July.
• The summer reading program, Around
the World in 30 days of Reading,
shows 413 more sign-ups as compared to last year at this time. Customers can submit an entry form for every
book they’ve read this summer to be

Black and White Photography
by John Robertson

September 1 - October 20
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, September 8
4-8 pm

eligible for a chance to win weekly
prizes, as well as one of five grand
prizes.
• The passport services program processed 30 applications and 34 photos in June.
• Circulation staff is prepared to take
voter registration forms year-round at
Heights Libraries; new residents can
update their address or register anew.
• A ll current staff has completed LGBTQ
diversity training presented by the Diversity Center of Northeast Ohio.
Meeting rooms and free speech
Under the law, libraries cannot deny
access to meeting rooms based on the
viewpoints of speakers or the content of
their speech.
Newly funded grants
Three new grants have been funded:
American Library Association Great Stories grant to bring together underserved
teens for book discussions, Ohio Grants
Council Local History In My Day grant,
and NEA Big Read program in 2019.
LWV Observers: Elizabeth Tracy and
Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 10.

Call 216.320.1423 to find out
how you can advertise your business.
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

The Clevela nd Heig hts Sen ior
Activity Center (SAC), located in
the CH Community Center at 1
Monticello Blvd., offers a variety of
programming for those 60 and older.
A complete schedule of programs is
published in the community center’s
newsletter, and available online at
www.clevelandheights.com.
Here are just a few of the new
and noteworthy programs SAC is
offering in September:
Attend a Bead Weaving workshop on Wednesdays, Sept. 5 and
Oct. 3, 1–3 p.m. Myriam Ribenboim
will teach the introductory steps
used to create a beautiful beaded
rope. The workshop fee of $10 includes materials. Participants should
bring magnifying glasses and, if they
have one, a bright LED lamp. Class
size is limited; participants must
register in advance and be able to
attend both sessions.
Participate in a free Pre-Pilates Chair Class on Wednesday,
Sept. 26, at 11 a.m., taught by Valentin, a certified Pilates instructor. Learn the Pilates principles of
centering, concentration, control,
breath, flow and precision as you
work through the activities of living.
Increase range of motion, gain core
strength, and pair visualization with
movement. The major muscle groups

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland Heights Office on Aging and the
Senior Activity Center. She can be
reached at 216-691-7379 or by e-mail at
ajenkins@clvhts.com.

UH Senior Happenings
Senior Happenings, sponsored by
the city of University Heights, are
open to all senior citizens. Events
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m.
at the University Heights Library.
To receive the monthly schedule by
e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext. 205,
or send an e-mail to info@universityheights.com.
Sept. 6: Deidre McPherson,
one of several team leaders who
organize public programs at the
Cleveland Museum of Art, will discuss her work staging CMA’s Mix
parties, endowed lectures, International Cleveland Community Day,
Martin Luther King celebration,
and exhibit-specific programs.
Sept. 13: A mber Donovan,
a social worker with Cuyahoga
County and director of the Open
Table Initiative, in partnership

with MetroHealth System, will describe her work with the nonprofit
Community of Hope, helping needy
families navigate from poverty toward prosperity.
Sept. 20: R icha rd Moore,
ow ner of Clevel a nd’s B on foey
Gallery, will describe its history
at 1710 Euclid Ave., as the gallery
celebrates its 125th anniversar y.
Bonfoey is known for hand-carved
frames, custom gilding and art restoration, as well as exhibiting the
work of contemporary artists.
Sept. 27: Kim de Groh, senior materials research engineer
at NASA Glenn Research Center
Laboratory, will talk about preparing experiments for space, and
testing how certain materials erode
and discolor there, to check the
consistency of various materials.

HRRC’s BoomerFest is Sept. 15

David Brock

Home Repair Resource Center
(HRRC), along with the Cleveland
Heights Office on Aging, will host
BoomerFest on Saturday, Sept. 15,
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., at the
Cleveland Heights Communit y
Center. The event is free and open
to residents of all communities, with
light refreshments available.
BoomerFest brings together

advice, discussions and products for
people looking for resources to help
them plan their futures, and for those
that care for aging loved ones
Experts will staff tables that
will be organized to offer personal
advice and contacts on a variety of
topics, including home repair and
remodeling, health and safety, money
management, consumer protection
and more.
Don’t miss the keynote address
by Marlene Robinson-Statler, interim
administrator of Cuyahoga County
Adult & Senior Services, at 11 a.m.
David Brock is the education coordinator
for Home Repair Resource Center.

do you like the

Heights Observer?
Your donation helps to keep it coming
The Observer is published as a non-profit project.
All proceeds are returned to the community
through programming by FutureHeights.
Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain
the Observer and other important projects.

T

Amy Jenkins

of the chest, back, arms, legs and
core will be addressed. Soft shoes
and some standing is required.
On Thursday, Sept. 27, at 5:30
p.m., join Cleveland historian Dennis R. Sutcliffe for his talk, Bomb
City USA: The Danny Greene
Era. He’ll describe how Danny
Greene and John Nardi tried to
muscle in on the Cleveland Mob’s
operations. The result was a bloody
mob war that left Cleveland with the
moniker “Bomb City USA.”
Two expos are scheduled at the
center in September. On Saturday,
Sept. 15, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Home
Repair Resource Center will host
BoomerFest. On Friday, Sept. 21,
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., PNC will sponsor
a Senior Health Fair. Fair attendees can get their flu shots (bring your
insurance card) along with valuable
information on health and aging.
SAC membersh ip is $5 for
Cleveland Heights residents. To sign
up, bring a recent piece of mail (such
as a bill) and a photo ID.
University Heights residents
who would like to join SAC must
first register with Patrick GroganMyers, University Heights community development coordinator, at
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership is $10 for University Heights
seniors.

o

do

n aT e

scan

CH Senior
Center News

donate now by joining FutureHeights
at bit.ly/observer-backer

Observe!

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer
is a piece of cake!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center
(www.heightsobserver.org).

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts.
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily
copy and paste into the text box.

Local news that speaks to you

Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU
4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and
let you know if we have any questions.

Hear it live
Mon – Fri at 9 am and 4 pm
Stream on demand
wjcu.org/media/heights-now
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www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month
Always Buying

Ardmore Tree Service

Paying Cash

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
Gold
Jewelry
Glassware
Paintings
Pottery
Military Items
Sterling Silver
Bronze Figures



















Clocks
Swords
Lamps
Violins
Porcelain
Ivory Carvings
Oriental Rugs
Marble Figures

Complete Tree Service
Year-round
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Dr. Karen Seremak, ND, BCHHP

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

440-461-4611
Buying anything unusual

Free Estimates

Daugherty Construction, Inc.
Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com






Let Naturopathy help you
EssentialArcadia.com | 216.925.6645

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing
Member National Arborist Association

MJM Window
Restoration
Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

Fully Insured

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

When your sore shoulder fin
Shop
needs to face the
music.
Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

Local.

440-944-0278
We’re
live and in person in


Cleveland
Heights, 24 hours a day.
www.flower-entertainment.com

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights

216216-387387-0525
llebles1@hotmail.com

AMISH CREWS

Platinum Construction
COMPLETE 2-Car Garage $8,999

(216) 486-5551
Free Estimates

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair


CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

Since 1978

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132

Doctor of Naturopathy
Board Certified Holistic Heath Practitioner

www.heightsobserver.org

Concrete Driveways $2,999

NEW GARAGE--RM ADDT’N
 ATTIC--BASEMENT FINISH
 ROOFING--SIDING
 DRIVEWAYS--WINDOWS
 DECK--PORCH--FRAMING
 COMPLETE RENOVATION


Call 216.320.1423

(216) 459-0000

to find out how you can

platinum306@gmail.com

advertise your business for

www.building-garages.com

$29/month

L ARGEST G ARAGE B UILDER
IN C LEVELAND

216-323-4483

Alan I. Silver
Attorney at Law
Bankruptcy
Chapter 7 & Chapter 13
Tax problems
Member of United States Tax
Court
F REE CONSULTATION
REASONABLE T ERMS

(440) 461-0277

Wh
nee

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

2121 South Green Rd .
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382 .9647

Services Offered:
Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans
Insurance:
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

F
E DU CAT I N G T H E H E I G H TS SI N C E 19 88

We’
Clev

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition
Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio

				

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

A Complete Lighting
Sales & Service Company

For all your electrical needs



Landscape lighting, design
and installation





Fixture cleaning
Fixture and lamp repair
Lighting sales

(216) 956-2502
Ask for Shawn

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Fully insured
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(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve
License #48370
“Reliable electrical service and repair”

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Heights business offers holistic healing

COURTESY JUDITH EUGENE

back to society. Inspired by a friend
who used photography to give back to
nursing home residents, Eugene decided
to return to her hometown and commit
full time to doing what she loves—the
arts and holistic healthcare—while
helping people and making a living.
“It’s a win-win-win situation,”
said Eugene. Learn more about available services and classes at www.
lovinghandsgroup.com.

Judith Eugene, owner of the Loving Hands Group.

Shari Nacson

Since 2010, Heights resident and
Observer contributor Judith Eugene
has been teaching yoga, arts and
holistic healing to older adults and
people with disabilities. “I love it. I
love every day that I wake up and get
to do this,” reflected Eugene.
Originally, the Loving Hands
Group was a solo enterprise. Eugene
then found that she wanted to offer a
broader scope of services, to include
massage therapy and the fine arts.
Currently the studio has five additional instructors who are dispatched
throughout the community, teaching adaptive classes that range from
cooking and henna art to fiber arts
and flower arranging. The company
also offers supportive classes and
services for caregivers.
The Loving Hands Group provides group and individual services.
Group services are offered at senior
centers and other gathering places,
such as Anytime Fitness Center
in University Heights. The yoga
class at that venue includes a mix of
club members and individuals with
disabilities. Eugene loves bringing
together populations that might
otherwise not cross paths. “It’s a
wonderful dynamic,” she said.
Individualized services typically
take place at the client’s residence.
“We work with the hobbies and
interests they currently have or had
in the past,” said Eugene. The goal
of these individualized sessions is
to give people a sense of purpose,
“something to wake up for.” Activities allow the client to have as much
choice and self-control as possible.
Clients gain mobility and artistic
expression, and many thrive emotionally through the programming. Staff
observe that clients seem more empowered and optimistic. Loved ones
and guardians build connection with
the staff, as well, often contributing
ideas to help engage the client. For
example, when one client’s guardian mentioned a former interest in
gardening, Eugene arranged several
sessions to work with potted plants
and to install a bird feeder outside the
client’s window at the nursing home.
This positive engagement resulted in
the client becoming more social and
less isolated.
Eugene did not always work in huHeights Observer September 1, 2018

• Slate

216-371-5944

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S, is a
freelance editor, child development specialist
and nonprofit consultant who makes her
home in Cleveland Heights. More than anything, Nacson is inspired by kids and adults
who build connection through kindness.

www.ustonroof.com

man services. Born and raised in Cleveland Heights, she attended Kent State
University. From there, she went on to
a career in architecture and interior
decorating during 22 years in New York
City and Washington, D.C. “When my
mom passed away, that changed my
perspective,” Eugene said. She didn’t
want to wait until retirement to give

Open
House
November 11

Montessori
Builds. Learn How.

2-4 pm

A Montessori curriculum provides a child-centered
approach to learning, building the foundation for
independence and educational success.

Schedule your visit today!
ruffingmontessori.net
216.321.7571

3380 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights
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COURTESY FUTUREHEIGHTS

FutureHeights honors Steve
Presser at its benefit event

Julia Kious Zabell, board president of FutureHeights, presents Steve Presser
with the “Champion of Independent Businesses” award, hand-crafted by
Cleveland Heights artist Shayna Roth Pentecost, at the 2018 FutureHeights
benefit, Living is Big Fun in Cleveland Heights.

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

Honesty, Value and
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE
1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

KiCK Off Sunday
September 9
Racial Reconciliation: A Journey
of Forgiveness and Friendship
— andrew Collins & Jameel McGee —
When officer Andrew Collins framed Jameel
McGee for possession of crack cocaine, the
result was not a race riot but a transformative
journey for both men. Falsely convicted,
McGee spent three years in federal prison.
Collins later went to prison for falsifying police
reports. While behind bars, the faith of both
men deepened. Once they were released,
their lives collided again. Collins and McGee will share their true story of how
they chose to let go of fear and a thirst for revenge to pursue reconciliation for
themselves, their community, and our racially-divided nation.

Dobama presents Ohio
premiere of ‘Sunset Baby’
Colin Anderson

Dobama Theatre opens its 2018–19
Mainstage Season with the Ohio
premiere of “Sunset Baby,” by Dominique Morisseau. The play, directed
by Justin Emeka, will run Sept. 7–30.
In “Sunset Baby,” Morisseau,
a writer on the Showtime series
“Shameless,” calls into question the
ways in which we love one another
and what we choose to forgive.
Nina, a tough, independent
woman, is visited by her estranged
father, a former revolutionary in the
Black Liberation movement, who
seeks to mend their broken relationship. As father and daughter circle
one another, deep-rooted wounds are
discovered, generational differences
are exposed, and burning truths are
laid bare. The play is a smart, entertaining, and moving story about
family, survival, and the nature of
liberation.
The New York Times called “Sunset Baby” a “smart and bracing new

COURTESY DOBAMA

Since 1982

play about two generations of urban
outlaws struggling to stay afloat in
the lower depths . . . [that] covers vast
acres of social and political ground.”
“Sunset Baby” features actors
Mary-Francis Miller, Ananias J.
Dixon and Greg White.
Performances are Thursdays
through Sundays at Dobama Theatre,
2340 Lee Road. Individual ticket prices
range from $29 to $35, with senior,
student and military discounts offered.
Season memberships are also available.
Call the box office at 216-932-3396 for
information or to purchase tickets by
phone. Tickets are also available online
at www.dobama.org.
Colin Anderson is the assistant to the managing and artistic directors at Dobama
Theatre.

All are welcome at 10 a.m. in Tucker Hall.
Join us for Sunday Worship

Sunday Education 10 a.m.

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist

for Children & youth
Godly Play (PS-Gr 3)
Workshop Adventures (Gr 4-6)
Rite 13 (Gr 7-8)
Journey to Adulthood (Gr 9-12)

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Morning Prayer 2nd Sunday
5 p.m.
All God’s Children 3rd Sunday
Choral Evensong as scheduled

MJM

Preserve the historic look
of your home. Your existing
windows can work like new!

for adults
Adult Forum on current issues
and topics on a yearly theme.

. sticky windows
. broken ropes
Find us on Facebook Badge

(216) 321-7729
mjmwindowrestoration.com

2747 fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org
				

. cracked glass
. weather

CMYK / .eps

Check our website & follow us on Facebook to learn about programs, events & more.
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At Table again brings art and food to Heights Arts

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

This September, 24 artists are partnering with some of Cleveland’s most
creative culinary experts to transform the Heights Arts main gallery
into four unique, themed installations that speak to the art of food and
community through the materials we
use to eat and drink. The exhibition,
At Table: Cleveland Culinaria, opened
Aug. 31 and will run through Oct. 14.
In addition, on Sept. 14, 6–9
p.m., Heights Arts invites the community to the opening of a new exhibition in its Spotlight gallery, featuring the work of Cleveland Heights
printmaker Paula Zinsmeister.
At Table showcases the vision
of chefs Douglas Katz of fire food
& drink, Provenance, and the Katz
Club Diner; Gerry Grim of Edwin’s
Leadership & Restaurant Institute;
Zeleke Belete of Zoma; and Karen
Small of the Flying Fig. The 24 participating visual artists are William
Brouillard, Timothy Callaghan,
Cher yl Cochran, Dana Depew,
Adrien Eisenhower, Tyler Federico,
S. Jordan Fine, Scott Goss, Amy
Halko, Lari Jacobson, Scott Larson,
Andrea LeBlond, Joyce MorrowJones, Shayna Roth Pentecost, Matthew Pritchard, Billy Ritter, Heidi
Robb, Carmen Romine, Randall
Slaughter, Jessica Coven Stenson,
Ashley Sullivan, Krista Tomorowitz,
Ari Warner and Carl Ziek.
“Bringing back our extremely
successful At Table series exemplifies
ou r or g a n i z at ion’s cont i nu e d
dedication to artistic collaboration
in new and innovative ways,” said
Rachel Bernstein, Heights Arts
executive director. “Through this
project, we have intertwined multiple
disciplines within the art world with
something we can all connect to—
food. Visual and culinary artists have
worked together for several months
to create a tangible experience we can
share with our community through
the exhibition itself, neighborhood
activities, and food events at the
gallery.”
Four multi-course food events are
part of At Table: Cleveland Culinaria,
each planned by one of the participating chefs. Attendees will enjoy an
array of culinary creations along with

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Micah Brown

Lari Jacobson’s painting is part of the installation inspired by Zoma and chef Zeleke Belete.

The ceramic bowl by Billy Ritter and table linen by Krista Tomorowitz and Timothy Callaghan are
part of the Doug Katz-inspired installation.

engaging conversation with chefs,
exhibition artists, and Cleveland
Heights Poet Laureate Damien McClendon in an intimate gallery setting.
These visually stunning and
Pavlovian response-inducing events
are planned for September and early
October. Tickets, $55 each/$40 for
Heights Arts members, are available online at www.heightsarts.org,
at the gallery at 2175 Lee Road, and
by phone at 216-371-3457. Advance
ticket purchase is necessary as space
is limited.
On Sunday, Sept. 9, 5 p.m.,
Douglas Katz will present a menu
featuring cured meats and local aged
cheeses; house pickled vegetables;
sliced and freshly baked country
baguettes; whipped grass-fed butter
and foraged berries; morning baby
lettuces with fall turnips, beets, carrots and maple-glazed bacon with
cider vinegar-thyme dressing; grassfed beef; and local mushroom and
barley soup with parsley and chives.
The corresponding art installation is
based on the post-civil war industrial
era in Ohio, and explores the roots of
Northeast Ohio’s rich local food and
artisan culture.
On Sunday, Sept. 16, 5 p.m.,
Gerry Grim will offer a menu featuring Burgundy snails with caramelized
fennel, garlic, butter and parsley;
Verlasso smoked salmon rillet with
lemon, dill and toast points; and
braised Briarwood Valley rabbit leg
with rosemary potatoes and a mustard cream sauce. The symbolic use
of recycled and reclaimed objects in
this art installation helped guide the
menu.
On Sunday, Sept. 23, 5 p.m.,
Zeleke Belete’s menu will offer cabbage stew, lentil stew, split pea stew,
mild beef stew, mild chicken stew and

Ethiopian honey wine. The art installation’s aesthetic is guided by the
fascinating culture of Ethiopia—a
melting pot of traditions from Africa
and other continents.
On Sunday, Oct. 7, 5 p.m., Karen
Small’s menu will feature housemade, naturally fermented breads
and crackers; roasted Ohio City Farm
carrots with tahini yogurt sauce;
carrot-top chimichurri and crushed
almonds, house cured Ohio pork
with marinated burnt peppers; lab-

NOT READY FOR A YARD OR
GARDEN MAKEOVER? Our landscape
maintenance services give you
the gradual upgrades you want,
without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few
clever changes today will
enhance the way you
enjoy your yard and
garden tomorrow.

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

			

Micah Brown is the marketing coordinator for Heights Arts.

Are your
summer
yard projects
not going
as planned?

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
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neh and roasted beets with caraway;
and local sheep’s milk cheese with
chili honey, apple butter, whipped
ricotta with eggplant caponata and
assorted pickles. The aesthetic of the
corresponding art installation is inspired by local urban farms, including
the Ohio City Farm and the North
Union Farmers Market, and by the
urban landscape.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
25
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COURTESY ENSEMBLE THEATRE

‘Alabama Story’ opens Ensemble’s new season

Tyler Whidden

Cleveland Heights’ Ensemble Theatre is set to begin its 39th consecutive season, offering it’s signature
mix of classic American plays and
definitive contemporary works.
“This coming season’s theme,
‘The Future is Bright,’ is filled with
meaning,” said Ensemble’s Executive
Artistic Director Celeste Cosentino.
“With the culmination of continuity
of our space and location, to collaborating and creating a vision for
the future of this corner, each one of
our upcoming shows speaks to that
sense of community and outlook to
the days ahead.”
The season opens with Kenneth Jones’ historical play “Alabama
Story,” which will make its Ohio premiere on Ensemble’s Main Stage on
Sept. 7. The play is based on the true
story of the attempted censorship of
a children’s book at the dawn of the
Civil Rights movement.
Set in 1959, the play centers on Alabama State Librarian Emily Wheelock Reed as she faces off with State
Sen. E.W. Higgins, who is determined
to get the popular book The Rabbits’
Wedding off the shelves of Alabama
libraries for the crime of portraying a
black rabbit marrying a white rabbit.
The book’s writer, Garth Williams,
serves as the narrator and guide to
the play that also portrays the story of
two childhood friends—Joshua, who
is black, and Lily, who is white—as
they reconnect two decades after a
dramatic separation.
The play has received American
play writing accolades, including
being a finalist for the 2014 Eugene

Zoma

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

O’Neill National Playwrights Conference, and a nominee for the 2016
Steinberg/American Theatre Critics
Association New Play Award.
Jones said he wrote the play after
reading Reed’s obituary in 2000. “I
instantly saw her struggle as the stuff
of drama, filled with contrasts: black
and white, north and south, insider
and outsider, male and female, open
and closed, free and restricted,” said
Jones. “And Emily Reed and Senator
E.O. Eddins (the inspiration for Higgins) were two bigger-than-life forces

with a gift for rhetoric. Great theater
characters.”
Given that Heights Libraries recently purchased Coventry
P.E.AC.E. Campus, home to Ensemble (as well as other arts and
nonprofit organizations), a play about
the important role libraries can and
have played in service to their respective communities seems a good fit to
open Ensemble’s new season.
“I think this play speaks to how
libraries, like theaters, can be culture
makers and agents for change and
inclusion in their communities,” said
Cosentino.
With “Alabama Story,” Ensemble
continues its mission of casting
Cleveland talent, with the incomparable Anne McEvoy portraying Emily Wheelock Reed. Recently seen
in Ensemble’s production of “The
Hairy Ape,” Joseph Milan will play
Sen. Higgins, and Cody Steele will be
making his Ensemble debut as Reed’s
assistant, Thomas.
Eugene Sumlin will also make
his Ensemble debut in this produc-

tion. He’ll portray Joshua, alongside Adrienne Jones as Lily. Craig
Joseph, who wowed audiences last
season in Ensemble’s production of
“Well,” and as Louis in both parts of
“Angels in America,” rounds out the
cast as Garth Williams, the real-life
illustrator and author of The Rabbits’
Wedding.
In conjunction with Ensemble’s
production of “Alabama Stor y,”
Heights Libraries has ordered extra
copies of The Rabbits’ Wedding.
“Alabama Story” runs Sept. 7–30
at Ensemble Theatre, 2843 Washington Blvd., in the Coventry P.E.A.C.E.
Campus. Performances are Fridays
and Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays
at 2 p.m.
For tickets and information, visit
www.ensembletheatrecle.org, call 21621-2930, or e-mail info@ensembletheatre.org.
Tyler Whidden, playwright and associate
artistic director at Ensemble Theatre, is
the director of “Alabama Story.” He also
co-hosts “The Cleveland Stage Podcast.”

“Staying connected
to all the things
i enjoy. Judson has
been the perfect
solution.”

Locations to fit your lifestyle.
City, suburb and in-between.
Judson’s three unique locations offer engaging and comfortable lifestyles, free from the
hassles of home ownership. Whether you choose the cultural excitement of Judson Manor,
the scenic village charm of South Franklin Circle or the picturesque neighborhood of
Judson Park, there is a Judson location perfect for you.

“Once you taste – you are ours”
. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)
. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,
lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)
. Coffee ceremony
. Gluten Free options
We cater for all your events (office/private)

www.zomacleveland.com

Judson is bringing community to life with our beautiful locations, 5-star rated
healthcare and wide range of educational, cultural and social opportunities.
Learn more at judsonsmartliving.org/its-all-here or call us at (216) 350-0326.

Mention this Ad get 20% off (12pm-4pm)
judson
Pa r k
C l e v e l a n D h e i g h tS
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Art at St. Paul’s contemplates light and color
COURTESY NICHOLSON B. WHITE GALLERY

September arrives and so does a new
show at the Nicholson B. White
Galler y, in St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. Four talented artists from
Cleveland’s East Side—Marilyn
Farinacci, Ben Hauser, Ruthe Stone
and Catherine Davies Paetz—are
feat ured in Contemplating Light
and Color. The public is invited to
attend the artists’ reception, which
opens the show, on Friday, Sept. 7,
5–7 p.m.
Farinacci’s vibrant paintings
are stunning and complex. She
creates visual concepts on canvas
using layering, color and form in
a unique way. Her contemporary
paintings give the illusion of a
three-dimensional space on a twodimensional surface.
Hauser refers to h i mself a
photographic artist. The abstract

COURTESY NICHOLSON B. WHITE GALLERY

Robin Outcault

A painting by Marilyn Farinacci.

A pendant by Catherine Davies Paetz.

imagery that makes up his body of
work is based on his creative process,
in which he combines photography
products, color chem istr y a nd
exposure to light. His large- and
small-scale pieces have a mystical
feel . T he y a re one - of - a-k i nd ,
darkroom prints.
Working in a more traditional
vei n is Stone, a n a r tist a nd

printmaker. In this show, she exhibits
a variety of contemporary prints
including portraits, landscapes and
still lifes. She uses various silkscreen
processes, sometimes including

photo emu l s ion a nd d r a w i n g
techniques, to attain multi-layered
images.
Rounding out the show is the
work of Paetz, a jewelr y artist
and metalsmith—and an active
pa r ish ioner at St. Pau l’s! She
demonstrates how colorful enamel,
metal and light can be combined and
made into beautiful finished pieces
of jewelry.
T he show w i l l be on v iew
through Nov. 24. The gallery is free
and open on weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Robin Outcault is co-director of the
Nicholson B. White Gallery.

Overwhelmed by Medicare options?

Join the Western Reserve
Chorale in its 26th season
David Gilson

Western Reserve Chorale’s (WRC)
26th season begins rehearsals on
Sept. 4. It welcomes new members
to join in a community of singers
who enjoy the process of working
together as an ensemble to create a
musical experience for the Greater
Cleveland area. The Chorale has a
roster of nearly 100 members, so no
singer needs to fear having to carry
a part on his or her own.
Highlights of the upcoming
2018–19 season will include, for
December’s concert, Bob Chilcott’s
Wenceslas. T h i s v i v id mu sic a l
narative tells the story of Good King
Wenceslas on the Feast of Stephen,
and will feature the chorale, soloists
and a brass ensemble, in a colorful
array of styles, to recount this snowbound story.
For March, the chorale has
been invited to perform as part of
the Maltz Performing Arts Center’s
concert series. The ensemble will
present two works for choir, soloists

and orchestra: Haydn’s St. Nicholas
Mass and Beethoven’s Mass in C,
both of which were w ritten as
com m issions to the Esterha z y
family, though composed some 35
years apart.
The final concert of the year
will feature the Sunrise Mass by
Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo, as
well as a tribute to the poetry of E.E.
Cummings on the 125th anniversary
of his birth, with settings by Eric
Whitacre, David Dickau, Vincent
Persichetti, Z. Randall Stroope and
others.
Rehearsals are held Tuesday
evenings from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. at
Church of the Gesu in University
Heights. If you’re interested in
joining the ensemble, visit www.
westernreservechorale.org to contact
the group.
David Gilson is the artistic director of
the Western Reserve Chorale, the director
of music for Church of the Saviour and
the associate dean for student affairs at
the Cleveland Institute of Music.

get the

For Sale

Playa Flamingo Costa Rica
Large Building Pad In the
Northwest Pacific, Guanacaste Region
In the Exclusive South Ridge
of Playa Flamingo

$315,000
Photos and Drone Footage at https://bit.ly/2MVL1Vj
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GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY AS BUILD AND RENT OR
HOLD LAND FOR APPRECIATION AS MARINA COMPLETES IN 2020

sca n For

F

Ocean and Marina View Lot

Prepped with driveway, gate.
Utilities at the road

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.

Heights Observer September 1, 2018

LOOKING FOR LAND IN COSTA RICA PARADISE?

to feet in sand

Heights Observer
(No spam; you can unsubscribe with
a single click at any time)

MEDICARE | LIFE | DENTAL & VISION | LONG TERM CARE

5 minute walk from parcel

No need to wait a month for more community news.

sign up for free at
bit.ly/Ho-enews

for a free consultation to
learn about your options

			

debra.rafferty888@gmail.com
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SONGS AND
STORIES

Last September, I attended the first
public meeting for the Top of the Hill
Project, the development of the plot
of land where Cedar Road and Euclid
Heights Boulevard come to a point,
at the apex of Cedar Glen Parkway,
which we all call Cedar Hill. About 150
people attended and expressed about
237 ideas and opinions. One thing that
everyone seemed to be in agreement
on, however, was that Nighttown
should be left alone. No one wanted
to see it go.
But why? What’s the big deal?
It’s just a restaurant, and Cleveland
Heights is home to tons of restaurants.
Well, it’s also a nightclub. But, again,
there are a lot of places here that offer
live entertainment.
But . . . it’s also the biggest restaurant in Cleveland Heights, and
probably on the whole East Side of
Cleveland, which must mean it’s good,
if it has needed to expand so much—
seven times, so far—to accommodate
so many people. And it’s the longestoperating restaurant in Cleveland
Heights, and one of the oldest in the
region, which must mean it’s good, to
have lasted this long.
And it offers world-class entertainment; artists that could, and do, appear

in much larger venues. A few weeks
ago, I went there to see a remarkable
collaboration between Peter Asher and
Jeremy Clyde, of the two big 1960s
British Invasion duos Peter and Gordon and Chad and Jeremy. And Nighttown’s very long list of international,
national and local performers includes
Long Road. That’s my group. So, right
there, you can see they have taste and
class. But, if you insist on more proof,
here are a few others:
Nighttown has presented jazz
artists, including the Count Basie
Orchestra, Wynton Marsalis, Stanley
Clarke, Dianne Schuur, Stanley Jordan,
Jimmy Scott, McCoy Tyner, Esperanza Spaulding, Ahmad Jamal, Hugh
Masekela, Jimmy Smith, Manhattan
Transfer, and Maynard Ferguson; legendary humorists, like Dick Cavett,
Dick Gregory and Mort Sahl; folk artists, including Peter Yarrow, Country
Joe McDonald, J.D. Souther, John
Stewart, Christine Lavin, John McCutcheon, and Eric Andersen; crossover artists, including Rita Coolidge,
Maria Muldaur, Brooker T. Jones, Jean
Luc Ponty, and Brian Auger; and even a
few late-night drop-ins, such as Stevie
Wonder and John Legend. And did I
mention Long Road?
Nighttown opened when I was
in high school. But the space had
served as a bar long before that. There
were four separate stores on the first
floor of the 1920s building. When
John Barr bought one of the middle

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

It’s a night on the town

storefronts, the Silhouette Lounge,
in 1965, it became Nighttown, named
after the Dublin red-light district in
James Joyce’s Ulysses. Over time, Barr
took over the other three adjoining
storefronts and merged them all into
Nighttown. He also amassed the 275
pieces of artwork that adorn its walls.
I left Cleveland after high school.
When I moved back in 1972, it had
become the most prestigious restaurant in Cleveland Heights. This was a
few years before the big food boom in
Cleveland, but, regardless, it was still
one of the top spots in town.
Dublin native Brendan Ring,
who had served as Nighttown’s general manager since 1993, purchased it
from Barr in 2001. Among his other
innovations, Ring has added three
outdoor dining areas. So, with six dining rooms, three bars and three patios,
seating capacity now totals 550. Ring
also brought in Jim Wadsworth early
on, to handle music bookings, greatly
expanding on the single piano players
the club originally employed.
In 2003, when the northeast
quadrant of the U.S. lost power on a
hot August afternoon, I listened to a
portable radio for news updates. At
one point, I heard that Nighttown was
open, powered by a generator. I rushed
over for dinner with my teen-aged kids.
The place was totally packed, despite
scant air conditioning, and warm water. It was open and serving the community—and beyond: Prince Albert
of Monaco, in Cleveland for the Great
Lakes Pentathlon, was also there, dining with his 20-person entourage.
Five years ago, my family held

Though Nighttown has expanded seven times
since it opened in the mid-'60s, customers still
enter through this door, and, it appears, will
continue to do so for many more years.

my mother’s 90th birthday party on
Nighttown’s Stephen’s Green patio,
on a sunny Saturday afternoon in July.
Ring, himself, picked up my mother
and four of her nonagenarian friends
from her building and chauffeured
them to the gathering in Nighttown’s
limousine. “How did it go?” I asked
him when he got there. “It was a bit of
a push,” he answered pleasantly, in his
Irish brogue. I knew he was downplaying what must have been an ordeal. I
appreciated it.
Just as Cleveland Heights residents—many, I could tell from Facebook—appreciated last month’s official
announcement from the Top of the
Hill developers that they were creating 50 parking spaces for Nighttown
as part of the project. That meant
Nighttown was not going away.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern
Ohio Live, an author, and a professional
musician and comedian. His writing focuses
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.

FREE Live
Music Festival
Heights
Hop
Presented by

Sept 13

Sept 14

Sept 15

6th Annual - 2018
With support from:

COVENTRY

CEDAR
FAIRMOUNT

CEDAR
LEE

Visit HeightsMusicHop.com for updates | 3 DAYS • 32 VENUES • 60 LOCAL MUSICIANS
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