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Heights High
students gain
art-world
experience

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Cleveland Heights City Council is
seeking a replacement for former
Council Member Cheryl Stephens,
who was elected to represent
District 10 on Cuyahoga County
Council on Nov. 6 and officially
took her seat there Nov. 27. Stephens had served on CH City
Council since 2010 and had been
reelected to her third four-year
term in November 2017.
The city has posted an application online (www.clevelandheights.
com/councilapplication) and has set
a deadline of 5 p.m., Jan. 15.
The application asks candidates to answer several questions
online and attach a resume or CV.
A PDF of the form can be printed
from the website and e-mailed,
mailed or hand-delivered to CH

courtesy Cheryl Stephens
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As Stephens takes council seat, CH seeks replacement

Cheryl Stephens

GardenWalk Cleveland Heights
is a new organization formed to
showcase the beauty of neighborhoods in Cleveland Heights, and to
build community within Cleveland
Heights and in the Greater Cleveland area.
The first GardenWalk Cleveland Heights is planned for the
weekend of July 20 and 21, from
noon to 5 p.m.
The spirit of GardenWalk is
inclusive. Tours are free, and anyone who wants show a garden may
Heights Observer January 1, 2019

continued on page 9

Kaye Lowe: 18 years building Cedar Fairmount

Vote for Best of the
Heights in 2019

Shari Nacson

If you’ve enjoyed the landscaping, community art and ambiance of Cedar Fairmount, you’ve appreciated the work of
Kaye Lowe, who’s dedicated the last 18
years of her professional life to building
the “Gateway to the Heights.”
In May 2000, Lowe became executive director of the Cedar Fairmount
Business Association. With a small,
dues-based budget, Lowe undertook
the coalition-building work that would
evolve, nine years later, into the Cedar
Fairmount Special Improvement District (CFSID). According to CFSID
president Sal Russo, Lowe “has been
the heart and soul” of the operation.
Through Lowe’s work, the neighborhood has been characterized by stable
businesses, signature landscaping, and
community art.
The nonprofit CFSID comprises
11 non-residential property owners who
choose to pay an additional property
tax into a shared budget with the goal
of strengthening the district. Under
the leadership of a board of trustees,
the CFSID has hosted fundraisers,
won grants, and sought additional funds

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Kaye Lowe will retire this month as executive director of the Cedar Fairmount Special
Improvement District, after 18 years at the
organization and its predecessor.

from property owners and neighbors to
finance special projects.
Lowe has loved being at the hub of
this interface. She said it is impactful,
inspiring and heartening. “It has been
such a pleasure to work with property
owners who care so much about Cedar
Fairmount and who want to continue to
see it grow and maintain its viability,”
she said, as she prepared for her final
weeks on the job.
continued on page 11

GardenWalk seeks CH gardens for free summer tour
Jan Kious

abilities, skills, insights or perspec-

City Hall. Applicants are asked
to describe the “special qualities,

courtesy kaye lowe

INSIDE

44121.
“Garden finders” have been
assigned to each zip code and will
be looking for clusters of gardens
within walking distance of one
another. If you want to show your
garden, nominate someone else’s
garden, or join the planning committee, call 216-534-6172 or e-mail
janetkious@sbcglobal.net.

participate. There are no judges or
prizes.
It’s an opportunity for anyone
who has created a special corner,
a water feature, a gathering place
around a fire pit, a tree house, or a
vegetable patch to share with neighbors and friends. Even when a front
yard looks ordinary, a walk to the
backyard may reveal a small piece of
paradise away from the hustle and
bustle of the world.
Every year, GardenWalk plans
to highlight private and public gardens in each zip code in Cleveland
Heights: 44106, 44112, 44118 and
			

Jan Kious, resident of Cleveland
Heights since 1974, raised four children here with her husband. She is the
founder of GardenWalk Cleveland
Heights.
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Beginning Jan. 1,
Heights residents
can show their appreciation for local businesses by
voting for their favorites in the FutureHeights 2019 Best of the Heights
Awards contest.
Since 2005, FutureHeights—a
nonprofit community development
corporation—has conducted the Best
of the Heights to recognize the unique
attributes of locally owned Heights
businesses, and their contributions
to the local economy. Each year, residents cast their votes for their favorite
businesses by nominating them for an
award in a variety of categories.
FutureHeights’ Planning & Development Committee has selected
12 categories for this year’s ballot,
including Best New Business and Best
Bang for Your Buck. Residents are
encouraged to vote for their favorite
businesses online at www.futureheights.
org or by using the paper ballot that
will appear on the last page of the
January and February print issues
of the Heights Observer. Voting will
conclude Feb. 15, and winners will be
announced in the March issue of the
Heights Observer.
All Cleveland Heights and University Heights businesses are eligible to
be nominated.
“It’s not just about the fun it is to
discover something new in a favorite
shop, or to know that I’m supporting hard-working entrepreneurs that
make our local economy strong; it’s
about taking the kids on a walk to
pick up our bread before heading to
the playground, or running into neighbors struggling to pick a gift for their
continued on page 11

www.heightsobserver.org

Letters/Opinion

Letters Policy

The Heights Observer welcomes letters to
the editor. They must be submitted electronically, along with the writer’s name, phone
number and e-mail address, to: www.heightsobserver.org/members.
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
February issue must be submitted by
Jan. 14. We publish some articles online
as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.
Heights Observer January 1, 2019

2019.
The Heights Observer has no
paid writing staff, and only parttime production staff.
our writers volunteer to
submit articles because they
understand how important it
is to have a forum in which our
community can share news and
talk about important issues.
The Observer creates networks in our community and
strengthens our capacity to remain vibrant.
I invite you to add your voice
to the diversity of voices that are
here.
It doesn’t matter if you are a
professional or amateur writer.
Just follow these 10 simple
guidelines, and our volunteer
editors will help make sure your
story is ready to publish:

Opening
the Observer

Deanna Bremer Fisher

As I look back at the 10 January issues of the Heights Observer
that we published between 2009
and 2018, I am struck by how
many frequent contributors we’ve
had—folks like David Budin, who
wrote a story for our first issue
and whose current column is on
page 24 of this one, and Shari
Nacson, who wrote her first story
for us in 2014 and has been contributing almost monthly since
March 2018 (she has two stories
in this issue).
But out of the 1,450 Heights
residents who have created accounts to submit articles in the
Heights Observer’s Member Center, many of them are one-time
or infrequent contributors—and
that’s OK.
After the hustle and bustle
of the holidays, January seems
quiet and calm. It’s a good time
to reflect and set new goals for
the year ahead. If you’ve enjoyed
reading the Observer in the past,
consider contributing a story in

• Write about Cle veland
Heights and University
Heights. Other publications
cover the region; this one
exists to serve our local community. Consider interviewing
a Heights resident, store owner
or community leader, or show
how an issue affects people living and working in the Heights.
• Submit a story, not a press
release. We have no writing
staff to follow up on press
releases, so we rely on you to
send us the story in a printready format.
• Don’t write about yourself.
That’s a bit awkward. If you’ve
got some exciting personal
news to share, find a friend to
write the story for you.
• Give us the facts. Tell us the
who, what, where and when in
the first paragraph or two. Lead
with what is newsworthy about
your story and what you want
readers to know.
• K eep your opinion out
of the story (unless it is an
opinion piece or letter to the
editor). Quoting the opinions
of others adds color to a news
story, but be sure to attribute
those views to a specific person. Disclose any relationship
you have to the story in the
short bio. that you attach to
the end of your article.
• B e succinct. We have limited space in each print issue, and want to hear from as
many voices in our community

Cedar Fairmount SID
supports TOH project
To the Editor:
The Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District (CFSID) is in
support of the Top of the Hill (TOH)
project at Euclid Heights Boulevard
and Cedar Road in Cleveland Heights.
The area is on the former site of
Doctor’s Hospital that was 10 floors.
This was built in the Cedar Fairmount
neighborhood, which was created for
density in a planned community.
Flaherty and Collins, the developers for Top of the Hill, have been
represented at numerous focus and
community meetings throughout the
process.
They have been cooperative and
listened to the community’s comments. Flaherty and Collins have addressed the concerns of parking, and
residential and commercial needs of
the area.
Cedar Fairmount SID believes
that the design and scale will enhance
the business community and surrounding neighborhood.
Top of the Hill will create a dynamic entrance to Cleveland Heights.

Make 2019 the year you write
a story for the Observer. If you
would like to discuss an idea
first, call me at 216-320-1423, or
contact our editor, Kim Sergio
Inglis, at observerhts@gmail.
com. Once you are ready, go to
www.heightsobserver.org, select
Member Center in the left-hand
column, and create an account.
Then select Submit New Story,
paste in the text of your story,
include a 1-3 sentence bio., and
hit Submit.
I look forward to reading
new voices in the Heights Observer
in 2019.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive
director of FutureHeights and publisher of the Heights Observer.

Addendum to December letter re: Top of the Hill
One of our readers alerted Heights
Observer staff to the fact that in publishing a letter by Richard Bozic [“Top
of the Hill design should reflect Cedar
Fairmount style”] in the December issue, we failed to disclose that he was “a
(very recent) former chair of the CH
Architectural Board of Review.” We
were unaware of that, and confirmed

CFSID Board of Trustees:
Sal Russo Sr., President
Pete Axelrod, Vice President
Lee Cavender, Secretary
Brendan Ring, Treasure
Sal A. Russo
Cheryl Davis
Vince Pangle
Rex Beck
				

as possible. Our online Style
Guide (at www.heightsobserver.
org/read/how-to-contribute/) gives
sug gested word counts for
various types of stories—news,
features, opinion, announcements for upcoming events,
and letters to the editor. Nothing should be longer than 600
words, and shorter is usually
better.
• Submit original work only.
This may seem obvious, but
when you submit a story to the
Heights Observer’s Member
Center, we trust that the work
is your own.
• Be fair, accurate and civil—
even in opinion pieces. We
hope that this publication will
create dialogue around issues
that are important to Heights
residents, and following this
guideline will encourage conversations.
• Provide a photo. Photographs
can help tell your story, and it’s
fun to see people we know in
print. Keep in mind that photos
must be high-resolution (a minimum of 350kb) to reproduce
well in print. Include a caption,
name the people in the photo,
and let us know who took the
picture. Be sure you have permission to use it.
• Respect our deadlines, so
we can stay organized and sane.
You can find our monthly deadlines at www.heightsobserver.org/
read/how-to-contribute/. A story
submitted by the deadline has
a better chance of inclusion in
the print issue.
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with Bozic that he was indeed a former member who “left the board at
the end of 2016, almost 2 years ago .
. . (and) was the chairman in 2016.”
We regret the omission, and
remind writers that we ask that they
disclose any affiliations that may be
relevant to what they are writing
about.
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Top of the Hill design fails CH Consider risks of TOH Project
Eric Silverman

I was disappointed to see FutureHeights support the Top of the Hill
(TOH) project in light of the current
design. While I agree with Future
Heights on many points, and give the
site plan an “A,” the TIF funding a “B”
and the parking plan a “B-,” I feel the
design is so poor that it warrants a
“D” and support should be withheld
until a better one is presented.
The current design fails Cleveland Heights on multiple levels, both
in process and appearance.
From a process standpoint, while
city materials state community feedback will be included, in calendar year
2018, I know of no formal process
to solicit this input from the general
public. There have been no design
charrettes and the only input from the
public has been generated by questions
when status updates on the project
have been given. I have seen none
of that feedback translated into the
design, as the original images, which
were reported to just be “massing studies,” have only been refined with more
detail—they continue to be boring,
bland, banal “Developer Modernism.”
A narrow focus group of “design
professionals” was created by the city
to give its input (none of which can
be found on the city’s website), and
this committee has in effect created
a feedback loop: a committee filled
with advocates for Modernist architecture tells the developer what they
like, the developer presents this to
the city, and then at meetings members of the committee say they like
the design, completing the loop.
Drawing from the Modernist playbook, anyone who calls for “traditional
design,” i.e., anything other than a boring box, structures with brick, stone
and ornamentation drawing from two
millennia of design aesthetics, is dismissed as fearing the future or stuck in
the past. The irony with this premise is
that people move to Cleveland Heights
for its buildings built in the first four
decades of the 20th century. This is an
era when we built most of our greatest
buildings, structures that drew from
centuries of designs.
This is supposed to be a landmark
building for the Heights. What is
proposed could be built by a child
with a basic set of Legos.

Lost in the debate over density
and design is the financing. If media
reports are correct, the city is looking to cover a “funding gap” of $1.85
million for the project.
So after receiving rights to the site
for next to nothing from the city, and
having future property tax revenue
cover the cost of the parking garage
(which makes the project possible) instead of going to the public schools, the
developer needs money from the city to
develop in the most appealing walkable
neighborhood in Cuyahoga County?
I find it incredulous that council
would entertain pouring money into a
horrid design at the same time that the
city owns a large number of vacant parcels at Noble-Nela that lay inactive; two
large vacant lots (one owned by the city,
the other where the Center-Mayfield
building once stood) sit moribund at
Noble-Mayfield; Severance plods along
like a zombie; and South Taylor seems
to be collecting vacant storefronts.
If the city has $1.85 million for
TOH, where is the money for these
business districts, or a comprehensive
housing renovation program coupled
with efforts to attract millenials seeking high-density, walkable neighborhoods close to downtown?
I want to see TOH developed, as
I have for over 20 years. I just want a
design than is not an embarrassment
and not being underwritten (further)
by the city.
Eric J. Silverman has been a member of the
CH-UH Board of Education (1994–2001,
2014–17), and the CH-UH library board
(2003–09).

Don King

On Oct. 27, the Cleveland Plain Dealer
reported the upcoming closing of
Happy Dog at the Euclid Tavern. It’s
been a rocky couple of decades for “the
Euc,” but Happy Dog co-owner Sean
Watterson, quoted in the Plain Dealer,
summed up the current situation in
University Circle by saying, “The area
changed pretty quickly with building
going up rather than through organic
growth.” [The Euclid Tavern is owned
by University Circle Inc.]
This could serve as a cautionary
tale for the Heights’ Top of the Hill
Project. Could any of our organically
grown treasures, such as Appletree
Books, Luna, or The Fairmount, suffer
because of too much building, too fast?
Please look at and study the current architectural renderings of the
project. What were once proposed to
be six-story buildings are now nine stories tall, creating a “wow” (some could
say, “yikes!”) factor when approaching
the Heights. What was once promised
to bring green space amid all the construction is now offering a couple of
10-by-10 plots. When asked publicly
if all proposed apartments would be
“luxury priced,” or if any might be
“affordable,” our CH Director of
Economic Development admitted,
“no.” This is not a project designed for
average Cleveland Heights citizens.
In the center of the project is a
550-car parking garage. While Cleveland Heights spent decades retrofitting parking spaces where none were
originally designed (e.g., our older

churches offered no parking; housing has needed to be razed in order
to provide it in many instances), I
wonder if we might spend upcoming
decades retrofitting old, underused
parking structures into something
more practical due to the expansion
of ride-sharing options such as Uber
and Lyft, and people beginning to
appreciate real, walkable hospitality
in their communities.
Full disclosure: I am a 33-year resident of the Buckingham Condominium,
the four-story building currently at the
top of Cedar Hill. We stand to be engulfed in a morass of concrete and beams
as this project moves forward. But aside
from our own sense of impending isolation as a result of this project, I ask a few
questions as you peruse the proposal.
When you look at it, does it say “Cedar
Fairmount” to you? Does it take what’s
best about this beloved neighborhood
and enhance it? Does the current traffic
flow in our community look to improve
with its addition to our city?
Amid all the growth and construction in University Circle surrounding “the Euc,” there have
been missteps. The Corner Alley recently closed its doors. Accent, Crop
Kitchen and Dynomite suffered the
same fate. What seems to be working there is an infusion of fast-casual
chain restaurants. I’m sure that many
people studied what the economy
could support as they proposed such
fast growth; in perhaps too many
instances they were wrong.
Before the Top of the Hill project
continued on page 14
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13429 Cedar Road
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Change in state law offers a
‘fresh start’ for some offenders
James Costello

Residential
Commercial

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-Icing Cables Installed

Nobody Under Bids Us

216-319-0430

UDDERLY
Fantastic
Savings...

generations of family experience. Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

Chris

Watch our website for details in 2019!

Bill

Heating Tune-Up/Safety Inspection

$104

Mention this discount when scheduling.Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per system, parts additional. Discount valid during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). Payment must be given to technician at time of service. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Must be scheduled prior to 4/30/19

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating, cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.
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James Costello is a lifelong Cleveland
Heights resident and judge of the Cleveland Heights Municipal Court.

932-9755
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The new year is all about fresh
starts. A recent change in Ohio
law means that more people are
now eligible to have their criminal
records sealed. Effective Oct. 29,
2018, the definition of “eligible offender” changed and is now much
broader.
In Ohio, an adult criminal record can be sealed so that the conviction or criminal charge is filed
separately from a person’s record.
However, the record can never be
completely erased. It is still available to some; for instance, judges,
law enforcement, certain employers (such as schools), and most
professional licensing boards can
gain access to the sealed record,
but most employers, landlords,
and the public cannot see the
record.
Prior to the change, a person
could have not more than one felony conviction, not more than two
misdemeanor convictions, or not
more than one felony conviction
and one misdemeanor conviction.
That still applies, but now, you can
also have as many as five felonies
and an unlimited number of misdemeanors, provided you have no
convictions for violent or sexually
oriented felony offenses, and none
of your convictions are for misdemeanor offenses of violence, and
you do not have any first-, second-,
or third-degree felonies.
Even with the expanded definition, there are certain convictions that can never be sealed. For
example, first- and second-degree
felonies, or any offense with a
mandatory prison term, cannot
be sealed. Similarly, most offenses
of violence, such as domestic
violence, cannot be sealed. Traffic offenses also cannot be sealed;
however, most of these offenses
are not counted as a criminal
conviction.
There are other limitations as
well. For example, an application
to have a record sealed cannot be
made until the expiration of three
years after an offender’s final discharge if convicted of a felony, or
one year after an offender’s final

discharge if convicted of a misdemeanor. That final discharge means
the offender has finished serving
any jail or prison sentence, any term
of probation or parole, and paid all
fines and court costs.
If you wish, or someone you
know wishes, to apply for this fresh
start for a conviction in Cleveland
Heights, the process begins with
the filing of an Application to Seal
with the clerk of court. You will be
given a hearing date for when the
application will be heard. Between
the date of filing and the date of that
hearing, you may need to meet with
the Probation Department so that
it can prepare a report concerning
the potential sealing.
At that hearing, I, as judge of
the Cleveland Heights Municipal
Court, will determine whether you
are an eligible offender. If so, I will
listen to your reasons for requesting that your record be sealed and
determine whether you have been
rehabilitated. If the city prosecutor
objects, I will consider the reasons
against granting the application.
Finally, I will weigh your interests
in having the conviction sealed
against the legitimate needs, if any,
of the government to maintain those
records. If I grant your application,
you are on your way to that fresh
start.
There is a packet available at
the clerk’s office that sets forth the
statutory requirements and steps
that must be followed to apply to
have your record sealed. The packet
also includes an Application to Seal
form to fill out. If at any point you
feel that the process is too confusing
or intimidating, you should speak to
an attorney. The Legal Aid Society
of Cleveland may assist with record
sealing for qualified low-income
people. Otherwise, you can contact
the local bar associations to find an
attorney to assist you.
This article provides general
information and is not a substitute
for individualized legal advice. For
answers to specific questions, you
should consult an attorney.

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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Before “diversity”— the integration of Cleveland Heights [part 1 of 3]
Heights of
Democracy

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

How many transformative social
movements have started over a
pot of coffee?
Just as the campaign to stop
the freeways from decimating the
near East Side suburbs was driven
by women through a network of
garden clubs, the movement to
integrate Cleveland Heights began with a handful of women in
a living room. In the early 1960s,
some Cleveland Heights residents
involved in the struggle for school
desegregation in Cleveland began
to question the virtually all-white
composition of their own neighborhoods and schools, and to focus their attention closer to home.
In that era, women married to
white professional men rarely held
paying jobs. Cleveland Heights,
located near University Circle,
attracted many families of doctors and college professors. Early
in 1964, Barbara Roderick invited
some friends over to discuss integrating their community and
its schools. In June of that year,
Heights Citizens for Human

Rights (HCHR) officially launched.
HCHR members documented
the role of the real estate business
in maintaining segregation and
worked to open their neighbors’
minds. A simple survey of realtors
operating in Cleveland Heights
found none who were willing to
show houses to black prospective
buyers. In response, HCHR organized street watches to identify
residents preparing to move. The
organization would try to persuade
them to sell by owner, or through
the regional nonprofit Fair Housing Inc. As black residents gradually moved into Cleveland Heights,
HCHR recruited them to the ongoing effort.
Resistance to integration was
not subtle. Homes rented or sold
to African Americans were periodically bombed and vandalized.
Meanwhile, the Cleveland Heights
municipal government took a
dim view of integration, rejecting
HCHR demands. City council’s
only response to racist violence was
to increase the penalty for vandalism, and call for “stability.”
By the early 1970s, violent incidents led to the formation of two
key organizations.
In the summer of 1970 a group
of white youths attacked black
youths at the YMCA. Black parents
responded by forming the Com-

mittee to Improve Community
Relations (CICR). CICR skillfully
built relationships to advocate for
fair treatment of black residents
by city institutions. In 1974 it filed
a complaint with the U.S. Department of Justice regarding institutional racism in the schools.
In January 1972, a fight between
white and black students occurred
at Heights High. CICR member
Doris Allen, who had witnessed the
1970 incident at the Y, called a community meeting the next day. As a
result, religious and civic leaders
formed the Heights Action Committee, also known as the Carmelite
Group, which met in the Carmelite
monastery at Fairmount Boulevard
and Lee Road. Their work, along
with the soon-to-be-famous St.
Ann’s Audit, would lead to the
founding of Heights Community
Congress in 1973.

The movement to racially integrate Cleveland Heights deserves
book–length treatment. Heights
Observer columnist Susie Kaeser has
authored an as-yet-untitled volume
to be released next year by Belt
Publishing. She generously shared
her research, which we have drawn
on extensively. Suzanne Nigro’s
monograph, “The St. Ann’s Au-

dits: Personal Reflections,” was
another source. We had to omit
many, many names and accounts
of people central to this story
simply for lack of space. Our
apologies.

Cleveland Heights’ annual Democracy Day public hearing
inspired us to start “Heights of
Democracy.” The event was created by a November 2013 ballot
issue supporting a 28th amendment to the U.S. Constitution
stating that only human beings,
not corporations, are entitled to
Constitutional rights, and that
money is not speech. On Thursday, Jan. 17, Cleveland Heights
City Council will host the city’s
sixth Democracy Day in Council
Chambers at 7 p.m. Citizens
may offer testimony (up to five
minutes each) about the influence
of corporations and big money
on our political system. Come
to have your say, or just to listen!
Carla Rautenberg is a writer, activist and lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident. Deborah Van Kleef is a
musician and writer, and has lived in
Cleveland Heights for most of her life.
Contact them at heightsdemocracy@
gmail.com.

Sharing our good fortune with those in need...

enter to win a

OH LIC #24462

FREE furnace!

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
Nominations - Due 2/28/19
Your Information:

Your nominee’s information: (if different)

First Name: _________________________________________________________

First Name: _________________________________________________________

Last Name: _________________________________________________________

Last Name: _________________________________________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____ _____________________________ Zip Code: ____________ State: OH

City: ____ _____________________________ Zip Code: ____________ State: OH

Daytime PH: ______________________Evening PH_________________________

Daytime PH: ______________________Evening PH_________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Receive a coupon for $200

off the installation of a furnace, boiler or air conditioning system just for nominating someone in need. Expires 6/30/19

Visit www.VEHbrothers/helping-hann/ for complete terms and conditions.

❏ I have read and agree to the terms and conditions of this contest.
Please share your story, or that of the person you are nominating, with us:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Clip this form and submit to: Verne & Ellsworth Hann • 2026 Lee Road • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 or FAX to 216-932-2266
Additional entry forms can be found at www.vehbrothers.com/helping-hann/.
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Changing the testing culture
Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

A Teacher’s
Voice

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

Ari Klein

CH-UH kindergarten teachers
spoke in unison during public
comments at the Board of Education (BOE) meeting on Nov. 5.
Their concerns ranged from the
excessive time spent assessing
our young learners to how our
current testing of kindergartners
is developmentally inappropriate.
One teacher stated that by
the 25th day of school, teachers had administered five tests.
Others stated that some of the
tests must be given one on one,
which results in a tremendous
loss of instructional time. Nearly
90 colleagues and community
residents attended the board
meeting to support our teachers.
Each teacher who spoke asked for
time to meet with district officials
to rethink what and how we test
kindergarten students.
Later that same week, during
our labor-management committee meeting, we discussed the
points raised by our kindergarten
teachers at the BOE meeting
and how to move forward. We
agreed that giving these teachers
a professional day to discuss the
testing regime and make recommendations would be a good use
of time.
A full-day meeting with kindergarten teachers and administration was held, and a testing
plan was hammered out—one that
aligns well with what our teachers
want for their young students.
Many of the tests were replaced with standards-based
checklists that organize the data
that teachers acquire through a
variety of daily assessments that
they use to inform instruction.
This collaborative effort
brought forth a recommendation for “learning school” at the
beginning of the year, to help our
kindergarten students become
familiar with how to “do school.”
For example, teachers pointed

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

ADULT FITNESS
Our newest addition to our
state-of-the-art facilities! Join
our Adult Fitness Center Today
& get a headstart on your 2019
Fitness goals. Memberships
cost $70/month and include
exclusive access to
The Foundry’s Indoor Rowing
Tanks!
For more information, contact
Nate Shoemaker,
Rowing Coordinator at

nshoemaker@clevelandfoundry.org

Visit us online today!
clevelandfoundry.org

@Foundry216

One step away from an amazing smile
FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE DENTISTRY
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY
• Warm and welcoming office
• Comfortable stress-free visits
• Life-changing smile makeovers
• Tailored to busy families
• Experience digital dental technologies
Mention this ad for a free exam for:
• Clear Correct Braces
• Snoring & Sleep Apnea Testing
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

216.321.2545
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out that students know what the
United States flag looks like because of the daily recitation of the
Pledge of Allegiance. Yet, when
the new social studies test asked
students to circle a picture of the
U.S. flag shown next to the flag of
Mexico, most students chose the
Mexican flag.
Why? Kindergarten teachers
know, through their experience,
that most students are right
handed and the Mexican flag was
on the right—where students
circled what they saw first.
The professional day resulted
in positive outcomes. Teachers
need and want relevant information to guide their instruction,
and they were frustrated enough
to go public with their concerns—
something we, as teachers, rarely
do at board meetings. Many
thanks to the board members for
taking this matter seriously, and
to the administration for working
with and listening to the classroom professionals.
At the board’s work session,
later in November, the focus was
on testing data and how the central office uses this information.
Board members were interested in
how much time is used to collect,
monitor and analyze test data.
The director of data research
and assessment services contacted
me about the information our
teachers union already has regarding first-, second- and third-grade
testing. We determined that more
information was needed, and together we developed a survey for
those grade-level teachers. We will
compile the survey results and
report back to the BOE.
These efforts represent positive steps toward fixing some of
the concerns that I expressed
in an earlier column about our
testing culture. I hope that our
BOE continues to openly question the testing requirements and
procedures of the state and of our
district.
Ari Klein is a lifelong community
member, math teacher at Cleveland
Heights High School, and president
of the Cleveland Heights Teachers
Union.
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Advocacy is fundamental
the common
good

Susie Kaeser

The midterm election is over.
We elected people to represent
us, and now it is our job to make
sure they do!
Advocacy—speaking in support of a cause or an issue—is
part of our civic responsibility.
It may feel intimidating to address an elected official or testify
at a public meeting, but such
participation is important to the
democratic process. It’s the way
we inform our representatives
about what matters to us, their
constituents.
After the November election,
the Heights Coalition for Public
Education held a workshop to
inspire supporters to advocate for
public education with neighbors,
friends, community leaders and
elected officials at the local, state
and national levels.
A high point of the evening
for me was the down-to-earth
advice provided by school board
members Dan Heintz and Malia
Lewis about how to effectively
communicate with them and
other public officials.
School board members understand that listening is an essential part of their role. Lewis
expects people to speak to her
during unplanned encounters
in the grocery store or at community events, and, in her view,
these situations have the best
outcomes when constituents
don’t hold her for too long, are
able to clearly express what they
want her to understand, and don’t
expect a complete answer while
chatting with her in the produce
department. It’s also important to
remember that the solution you
want may not be something she
has the authority to provide.
If you want the entire board
to hear your concerns, attend a

meeting. There is time for public
comment before the business portion of the meeting begins.
Open-meeting laws limit
board action to items on the
agenda, so members will rarely
engage with speakers who address
them at these times, but that does
not mean they are not listening.
While the lack of response can
be off-putting, the public comment period is the best time to
let the board know if you think it
is headed in the right direction or
giving a topic adequate attention.
Your concerns become a part of
the public record, and any issues
you raise may prompt board action or show up on future meeting
agendas.
Heintz provided advice that
would be useful in communicating
with any elected official:
• Citizens should not assume that
elected officials will disagree
with them and should also keep
in mind that the officials are
most likely not prepared to respond to the issue being raised
and will need some time to
consider what is being told to or
asked of them.
• Board members should not be
expected to disparage their
colleagues, district administrators, teachers or community
members, and, when a district
resident presents a problem, it
is helpful if the resident has a
few reasonable solutions to suggest. Written messages should be
brief, and citizens should write
to board members only at their
official district e-mail address for
school-related communication.
“Silent disagreement sounds
exactly the same as silent agreement,” Heintz noted.
• Disagreement and input are both
valuable to responsive governance and can lead to good solutions and useful policy. That’s
why advocacy is fundamental.
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GREAT ROOF PRICES!
Call (216) 392-1335

L OOKING B ACK:
My sincerest thanks for all your good wishes,
Confidence in me and support in my business.
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I wish you all much good health, success in
your endeavors, happiness and bountiful blessings.

SUSAN DELANEY
SUSAN DELANEY ABR ,RRS,CNE
®

®

Fostering Faith, Service, and Scholarship.

Susie Kaeser has been a public school
advocate and resident of Cleveland
Heights for 40 years. She is co-convener of the Heights Coalition for Public
Education and the retired director of
Reaching Heights.
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Catholic Schools
Week Open House
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For all your personal and
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Preschool and kindergarten information
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An independent agent
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• We Accept the EdChoice Scholarship
• National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

2160 Stillman Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
www.communionofsaintsschool.org | 216.932.4177

Call Jared Lavender
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University Heights News

UHFD to get new ladder truck

University Heights City Council
meeting highlights

courtesy uh city hall

NOVEMBER 19, 2018
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan, Vice Mayor
Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela
Cameron, Phil Ertel, Steven Sims, John Rach
and Mark Wiseman were present, as were
Law Director Luke McConville, Finance Director James Goffe, and Clerk of Council Kelly
Thomas. The meeting was held from 7 to 9:40
p.m., at which time council went to executive
session.
Mayor’s comments
Mayor Brennan reported that 1-888-OhioComp donated 100 turkeys to the city, which
were given away within minutes to residents
in need. He also noted that, in addition to key
rings with the city’s new logo, the city also has
knit hats, tote bags, and plush chickens available for purchase.

University Heights firefighters test a new ladder truck.

Mike Cook

University Heights city officials recently approved the order for a new
ladder truck.
“We’ve been living on borrowed
time, and the increasing risk was
unacceptable,” UH Mayor Michael
Dylan Brennan said. “The new truck
will help our fire department with
their life-saving mission.”
At a UH City Council meeting
on Dec. 3, Fire Chief Robert Perko
explained how a tragedy was narrowly
averted at a recent Tullamore Road fire.
In that fire, a resident was on the
third floor of her home, when fire
broke out on the second floor. “When
the woman ran down the stairs to escape, she quickly decided to go back
to the third floor and await the fire
department, because the fire blocked
her path,” Perko said.
“It was a good thing the woman
was brave and decided to run past
the fire to escape,” Perko told city
council.
If she hadn’t, she would have had

to await the arrival of a ladder truck
from a neighboring city. Firefighters
from Cleveland Heights arrived with
its ladder truck 18 minutes later.
		 Perko said the city’s 26-yearold ladder truck was again out of
service for repairs during the fire,
and noted, “Our fire engine’s ladder
couldn’t reach to the third floor.”
If the victim were unconscious,
it is likely that multiple ladders of
the proper length would be needed,”
Perko continued. “Mutual aid ladder
trucks were unavailable due to manpower being used on concurrent calls
in their respective cities.”
The new University Heights ladder truck will have a 100-foot aerial
ladder with a platform bucket on the
end to retrieve victims more safely and
quickly. It will be able to function as an
engine as well as a ladder truck, providing the department more options and
flexibility at the site of a fire.

Storefront renovation grant
Susan Drucker, economic development director, received approval from council to apply
for a grant from the 2019 Cuyahoga County
Community Development Supplemental Grant
Program to fund storefront renovations. This is
the program that distributes casino revenue
funds in grants of $50,000.
Current financial reports
Goffe initially requested a motion to acknowledge receipt of financial reports for September
and October. Council discussed options and
decided that simply reporting to council and
having that report recorded in the minutes
would create a sufficient record. In addition to
reconciling accounts for 2018, Goffe is also
working to reconcile 2017, which was not done
by the previous finance director.
Fund transfers
Council approved the transfer of funds for
2018, moving funds to pay workers’ comp,
which was higher than budgeted, and making
other miscellaneous transfers into the correct
funds. (Ordinance 2018-69)

Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

New Department of Housing and
Community Development
Council authorized the establishment of a
new Department of Housing and Community
Development, and positions for department
director and housing inspector.
The building department will continue
to focus on inspections, and will now be able
to act more proactively to help home, apartment and commercial building owners. The
housing department will focus on enforcing
the housing code, including the new rental
ordinance. It will also build relationships with
vendors and outside resources to better help
residents. Patrick Grogan-Myers will lead
this new department, which includes his
current work on community development.
Jim McReynolds, building commissioner,
[said he] is pleased to have this additional
support of housing in University Heights and
looks forward to being better able to serve
residents.

You’re never too young to

learn for life.
HB.edu/openhouse

Amend the U.S. Constitution
Pamela Cameron and Mark Wiseman presented a request from resident Scott Walker,

who was not present at the meeting, for the city
to approve an ordinance asking Congress to
amend the U.S. Constitution to establish that
corporations are not people and money is not
speech. The proposal is that the city conduct a
bi-annual review of the impact of the U.S. Supreme Court Citizens United decision on local
residents and businesses, hold a “Democracy
Day” event, and call on Congress to make a
change. There was discussion about whether
this could be done by Congress or if it would
require a constitutional amendment. There
was also concern about obligating future
administrations to conduct this activity without
an end date. This proposal was presented on
first reading and will be discussed further.
Electronic parking permission process
Police Chief Rogers announced that the city
will be developing a web-based process
to allow people to request overnight street
parking electronically instead of by calling the
department. The police department receives
some 2,300 permission requests annually.
LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.
DECEMBER 3, 2018 - The LWV Observer was
unable to cover this council meeting.
University Heights City Council LWV
observers needed!
Lack of volunteers has weakened LWV’s
coverage of University Heights City Council.
We now have only one University Heights observer where a minimum of two are needed,
and even more would be welcome.
	You can help. The only requirement
for observers is that they be impartial and
unaffiliated with any campaign for University
Heights council member or mayor. You do
not have to be a League member or even
a University Heights resident. While these
reports are published in the Heights Observer, you don’t have to be a master writer
(we have editors to make you look like one).
What is most important is to be willing to
observe and learn about government in action, and share your knowledge with others.
Democracy is healthier when citizens exercise stewardship of their governing bodies.
The LWV observer program is designed for
that purpose.
If interested, please contact Maryann
Barnes at mbarnes@lwvgreatercleveland.org.
Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online at
www.heightsobserver.org.
To receive e-mail postings of full
reports, send an e-mail to heights@
lwvgreatercleveland.org or join through
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer
reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public
meetings and are not official statements
of the Heights Chapter of the League of
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland. This
disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.
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Cleveland heights news
stephens continued from page 1

Cleveland Heights City Council

tives” that they would bring to a position on council, as well as their goals
for improving the city.
Mayor Carol Roe said that the
city will follow a process similar
to the one it followed for the last
council vacancy. The local chapter
of the League of Women Voters will
interview all applicants, and videos of
those interviews will be shared online
with the public. Council members
will review each interview and select
three people to interview in person.
Roe said that while council’s hope
is to have the vacancy filled as soon
as possible, members didn’t want
the busy holiday season to prevent
interested candidates from applying.
She added “how quickly the position
can be filled depends on how many
applications the city receives and
how quickly the candidates can be
interviewed.”
Once CH City Council selects a
new member, that person will serve
for the remainder of 2019 and will
have to run for the remainder of the
unexpired term in the November
general election.
Stephens defeated incumbent
Cuyahoga County Council member
Michael Houser in the May 2018
Democratic primary, and ran unopposed in the November election. She
represents District 10, which includes
Bratenahl, Cleveland Heights, East
Cleveland and portions of Wards 8
and 10 in Cleveland.
Throughout her time on Cleveland Heights City Council, Stephens

meeting highlights
NOVEMBER 19, 2018

on Nov. 27.

Council members present were Mayor
Carol Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow,
Mary Dunbar, Jason Stein, Kahlil Seren
and Cheryl L. Stephens. Michael N.
Ungar was absent. The meeting lasted
from 7:43 to 9:05 p.m.
Public comments
2611 Fairmount Blvd.: Five residents
spoke about ongoing renovations at
2611 Fairmount Blvd., including the
next-door neighbors, their attorney, and
several supporters. A document signed
by 27 nearby households was presented.
Comments cited a perceived neglect of
established processes and lack of appropriate building permits (which seemed
to indicate preferential treatment for
this project). The residents claimed that
notices were being sent to former rather
than the current neighbors, and that the
city was disregarding the concerns of
and stress on the neighbors. Mayor Roe
apologized for their distress and promised to try to help resolve the dispute.
Top of the Hill plans: A resident
expressed confusion that there appear
to be two different site plans for Top of
the Hill. He wondered if the design was
final and was told it was not. The mayor
mentioned future meetings citizens can
attend, including a public hearing on
Dec. 3.
County agreements
Council approved sewer maintenance
and public health services agreements
with Cuyahoga County. Sewer maintenance shall not exceed $600,000. The
fees for health services shall be $218,614
for 2019 and $251,359 for 2020.
Transportation
Council approved the following:
• The installation of signs for the free
Circle Link shuttle bus route. Mary Dunbar noted that an effort is underway
to put bike racks on the shuttle buses.
• An annual resolution to permit overnight parking on certain densely
populated streets.
• The implementation of bike lanes on
Noble Road.
2019 and 2018 budgets
Ordinances regarding the 2019 budget
and amendments of the 2018 budget
received first readings.
Cheryl Stephens’ resignation
Council Member Cheryl Stephens submitted her letter of resignation from council,
effective Nov. 26, 2018, at 11:59 p.m.
She talked about her experiences and the
importance of service. Members voted
unanimously to accept her resignation,
spoke in her honor, and presented a gift.
She will be sworn in as District 10 representative on Cuyahoga County Council

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
DECEMBER 3, 2018
Council members present were Mayor
Carol Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow,
Mary Dunbar, Jason Stein and Michael
N. Ungar. Kahlil Seren was absent. The
hearing and meeting lasted from 7:29 to
9:58 p.m. A public hearing on the Top
of the Hill project occupied the first hour
and 50 minutes.
Top of the Hill hearing
Michael Ungar, legislative liaison for
the project, conducted the hearing.
Kara Hamley O’Donnell, city planner,
presented the current status of the plan
prior to taking questions from council
and the public. She stated that the first
request for proposals was issued in the
spring of 2016 and there have been 26
community and focus group meetings,
the latest being a five-hour planning
commission session the previous week.
The legislation on tonight’s agenda will
create a Planned Development Overlay
District (similar to those at Bluestone and
Cedarmount), which does away with the
current S-2 zoning designation of the site.
A 99-year ground lease and a 40-year
buyout option for the developer are included. A new parking and traffic study
will be done in 2019. The project is to be
completed by the end of 2022. A public
hearing of the architectural board of
review will be held on Thursday, Dec. 27.
Several residents expressed opinions against the project and others spoke
in favor [of it].
Ungar stated that questions raised
but not answered during this hearing
would be answered on the website. He
concluded that the city “needs to overcommunicate!”

served in many capacities. She was
chair of the Administrative Services and Finance committees, and
co-chaired the successful Issue 53
income tax levy campaign. Stephens
was elected vice mayor of Cleveland
Heights by her colleagues in 2014 and
mayor in 2016.
Stephens currently works fulltime as CEO of the East Akron
Neighborhood Development Corporation, and was formerly the director
of acquisition, disposition and development for the Cuyahoga Land Bank
from 2009 to 2017.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

MAC’S

BACKS
BOOKSTORE
MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS! 

Human Right
Book Club
Mon. 1/14 @ 7 pm.
Newcomers
by Helen Thorpe

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS

Top of the Hill project ordinances
By unanimous vote, council amended
the zoning map to establish a Planned
Development Overlay District at the
intersection of Euclid Heights Boulevard
and Cedar and Edwards roads, on second reading. Council also amended the
agreement with Flaherty and Collins for
the Top of the Hill project.
Application for open council seat
Due to Stephens’ resignation, a seventh
member must be appointed to council.
Applications are due Jan. 15, and can be
found online at: www.clevelandheights.
com/1085/city-council-application.

New Year,
New You!

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 8.

SCOTT HAIGH

Let Tri-C® help you jump start your future!

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

We know deciding to go to college can be hard. Enrolling shouldn’t
be. Tri-C staff can help you complete your enrollment process
quickly and efficiently in time for January classes. Transportation
assistance is available.

Sold!

14326 S. Park, Shaker Heights

tri-c.edu/jumpstartmetro
216-987-4141
Metropolitan Campus 2900 Community College Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115
17-2308
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community news

Local foundation gets gold seal
Fred D’Ambrosi

The McGinty Family Foundation, a
University Heights-based nonprofit dedicated to helping education, has received
the 2018 GuideStar Gold Seal of Transparency. The seal means that the foundation
has provided financial statements, goals,
and other key metrics that the GuideStar
website says “give potential donors and
funders better insight” into their work.
GuideStar is the nation’s largest
nonprofit database, with information on
2.7 million organizations. It awards four
transparency levels: bronze, silver, gold and
platinum (https://learn.guidestar.org/seals).
Foundation Executive Director T.P.
McGinty said receiving the seal “means
we’ve done our due diligence,” and it “allows us to stand out among nonprofits.

South African Experiences

We’re honored to receive this award.”
McGinty said his parents started the
foundation in 1989 “to help teachers with
out of pocket expenses for the classroom”
because his “father’s siblings were all
teachers.” He said as the foundation approaches its 30th anniversary, it has given
more than $8 million in grants to K–12
schools throughout Northeast Ohio.
Locally, Gesu Catholic School in
University Heights received a $10,000
grant for its media center. The Friends
of Heights Libraries received $5,000.
McGinty said both individual teachers and educational institutions can apply
for grants at the foundation website,
www.mcgintyfoundation.org.
Fred D’Ambrosi has been a journalist for 40 years,
most recently as news director of WOIO/WUAB.

Introducing Noble Community Center
Diane Hallum

Noble Community Center is a community center without walls.
Join us and see South Africa like an
Over the summer, the center proinsider and honored guest.
vided games and sports activities on
Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious
available green spaces along Noble Road
cleveland heights owned
for children and adults to play, meet one
another, and have fun. Local businesses
provided water and canopies to keep
everyone cool, and residents provided
Now scheduling tours
snacks, refreshments and game equipment.
Call or visit our website for details
The mission of the nonprofit is
to arrange opportunities where all
residents who live on the north side
southafricanexperiences.com
(216) 534-6172
of Cleveland Heights can get together,
talk, play games and participate in other
engaging social, civic and educational
activities that build a sense of community. Noble Community Center’s
objective is to lessen neighborhood
tensions, support the underserved,
and improve the well-being of neighborhood residents. The center wants
process 4-color
residents to feel they are accepted and
red: C=0 M=100 Y=96 K= 33
respected,
and belong to something
green: C=43 M=0
Y=34 K= 38
blue: C=57 M=0larger
Y=6 than
K= 19themselves. Members drive
the work of Noble Community Center,
and, while membership is limited to
those who live in the area, donations
are accepted from everyone.
In November, the center held a
pancake-breakfast fundraiser at Applebee’s in University Heights, and raised
enough funds to provide Thanksgiving
meal baskets to several families whose
children attend Oxford Elementary
School.
Coming up is a capital resources
event for up-and-coming entrepre-

WADE OVAL WINTER

FIND YOURSELF
IN THE CIRCLE

neurs and operators of home-based or
other existing businesses. The event,
co-sponsored by the Heights-Hillcrest
Regional Chamber of Commerce,
will provide information on business
planning and financing options, and
ways to ensure business sustainability
and growth. Tentatively planned for
an evening in February at the Home
Repair Resource Center, the event will
begin with a meet-and-greet, followed
by a discussion. The goal is to provide
residents and business owners with
options for starting or strengthening
enterprises here in the community.
At the urging of Noble Community Center, staff members at Oxford
Elementary School are setting up a
club for caregiver grandparents. The
idea is to provide a support network
for residents who are caring for their
children’s children, or raising children
of their own alongside nieces, nephews
and cousins.
In the coming year, the center
plans to do more to bring neighborhood residents together to help
others, find shared interests, support
our neighborhood, support local businesses, and build a strong, inclusive
community.
Noble Community Center welcomes suggestions, ideas, and volunteers. For more information, visit the
Noble Community Center page on
Facebook.
Diane Hallum is a longtime resident on
the north side of Cleveland Heights and is
one of the directors of Noble Community
Center.

Lace up your skates and enjoy the fresh ice
and picturesque setting on Wade Oval!
OPEN THROUGH MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18
universitycircle.org/rink

Proudly sponsored by

universitycircle.org
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Justice-elect swears in state reps at Beaumont

(Left to right) First-term state Rep. Juanita Brent, Ohio Supreme Court Justice-elect Melody Stewart,
and three-term state Rep. Janine Boyd, after Stewart swore in the two state representatives in a
ceremony at Beaumont School. All three women are graduates.

Beth El hosts lunch-and-learn about autism
Carol Bruml

Beth El - the Heights Synagogue will
host an open lunch-and-learn, “The
ABCs of Autism Spectrum Disorder: A
First-Hand Account,” on Saturday, Jan.
12, at the synagogue (3246 Desota Ave.).
Attendees will receive a complimentary lunch and valuable information about autism spectrum
disorder (ASD). The talk will be
facilitated by Mia Buchwald Gelles,
co-founder of Milestones Autism
Resources, a nonprofit located in
Warrensville Heights that works to
improve the lives of individuals with
autism.
Joining Gelles is Molly D. DannPipinias, a young adult on the spec-

trum, who will share her personal
insight as a member of the autism
community. Dann is a part of the
Milestones staff and also serves as
a Goodlife Ambassador with the
Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities.
All members of the public are
welcome. Lunch will be provided at
12:15 p.m.; the talk will begin at 1 p.m.
Beth El - The Heights Synagogue
strives to build a vibrant Jewish community, welcoming all in participatory, traditional, egalitarian worship
and learning.
Carol Bruml is the communications chair
and newsletter editor for Beth El - The
Heights Synagogue.

lowe continued from page 1

Early in her tenure, Lowe worked
to establish the Friends of Cedar Fairmount, a 150-member citizen group
that worked with the district and its
trustees to study and improve the
streetscape. Lowe said this was one of
her most gratifying projects. The collaboration resulted in the distinctive
Cedar Fairmount logo street signs and a
2017 streetscape overhaul that’s nearing
completion.
Lowe views it all through an
historical lens. “When I started
out, there was no FutureHeights
and no Heights Arts. I’ve watched
both organizations grow,” she said.
Lowe also reflected on Cedar Fairmount’s stability. Several retail and
professional spaces have been in
the district for more than 40 years,
and Lowe noted, “The longevity of
the businesses and professionals is a
tribute to the property owners who
care.”
Brendan Ring, owner of Nighttown and treasurer of CFSID, has
worked with Lowe since the beginning.
Heights Observer January 1, 2019

“She has been tenacious,” said Ring,
who called Lowe the backbone of the
day-to-day operations. While these
seem like “big shoes to fill,” Ring said
CFSID will continue to thrive under
new leadership. He said applications
for a new director are under review,
and district leadership hopes to have a
replacement by the time Lowe retires
in January.
Lowe plans to be available to train
her successor. After that, she looks
forward to enjoying her retirement by
spending more time with her husband
and volunteering with organizations like
the Blossom Friends of the Cleveland
Orchestra.
A gathering to honor Lowe’s tenure
as executive director of CFSID will take
place on Jan. 16, at 6:30 p.m., at nighttown. RSVP to nighttowncleveland@
gmail.com.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a freelance
editor, social worker, and nonprofit consultant who makes her home in Cleveland
Heights.
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bus.” She credited one of the nuns
with encouraging her to run for
council. She thanked her mother who
“worked overtime at the post office
so I could attend school here.”
Boyd, a Cleveland Heights native, was the first to take the oath.
This is her third term as representative in the 9th district, where she succeeded her mother, Barbara Boyd, in
2014. Prior to that, Boyd served as an
appointed member of the Cleveland
Heights City Council. She is a 1989
graduate of Beaumont, and currently
serves on the school’s board.
In her welcoming remarks, Boyd
asked all public officials present
to stand, and about 25 people rose
to their feet and received an ovation. Before her swearing-in, Boyd
thanked a long list of friends, family
and supporters before placing her

Fred D’Ambrosi has been a journalist for
40 years, most recently as news director of
WOIO/WUAB.

Best of the heights continued from page 1

spouse at a store,” said Julia Kious Zabell, president of the FutureHeights
Board of Directors.
“Our local businesses create deeper personal connections and make my
own quality of life rich,” added Kious
Zabell. “Everybody talks about great
trips they take where the boutiques
were stellar and the food great—what’s
beautiful about the Heights is that
we don’t have to travel for it; it’s right
here. I shop local because I want to
keep it that way.”
According to a study conducted
by the Institute for Local SelfReliance, an independent business
creates twice as many jobs for the
same amount of revenue as the international online retailer Amazon.
“Local, independent businesses
contribute to the character and
identity of our community,” said
Micah Kirman, chair of the Future-

Heights Planning & Development
Committee. “They are not formulaic
or generic, but are often as elegant,
cool, practical or eccentric as the
shopkeepers themselves. Whether it’s
their unique atmosphere with funky
music, incredible service, or one-ofa-kind specialty items, they make
shopping enjoyable and worth the
trip. In this age of Amazon, I hope we
can all recommit to patronizing these
businesses before we lose them.”
To vote in the Best of the Heights,
visit www.futureheights.org, or fill out
and return the paper ballot on the
last page of this issue. For more information, call FutureHeights at 216320-1423 or send an e-mail to info@
futureheights.org.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

do you like the

Heights Observer?
Your donation helps to keep it coming
The Observer is published as a non-profit project.
All proceeds are returned to the community
through programming by FutureHeights.
Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain
the Observer and other important projects.
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floor of the Statehouse on Jan. 7.
Beaumont School President
Wendy Hoke acted as master of
ceremonies for the afternoon event.
Flanked by state and American flags
and a wall of bold student art, she
talked about the school’s tradition
of promoting leadership, faith and
service. She said the three graduates
“embody our vision of the school.”
In introducing the judge, Hoke
noted Stewart was the first African
American in Beaumont history to
lead student council. Stewart joked,
“I didn’t in my wildest dreams think
about running for anything except
down Fairmount to catch the 40

hand on a Bible held by her fiancé and
daughter. Afterward, she presented
her parents with flowers to celebrate
their 52nd wedding anniversary.
Next, Brent stepped to the podium. A 2002 Beaumont grad, she was
elected to a seat once held by her aunt,
influential Cuyahoga County Democrat Vermel Whalen, who died in 2013.
Brent choked up, wishing Vermel were
there to witness her swearing-in.
Before taking her oath on a Bible
held by her young goddaughter, Brent
spoke directly to the current Beaumont students in the room, telling
them, “Anything is possible . . . no
matter what your age, what you look
like, what your race is, what your
religion is. You can do whatever you
want to do in this world.” She said
when she announced she was going to
run, “people would say . . . you’re too
fat, you’re too young, you’re too this.
I feel like if God puts on your heart
to do it, it’s meant for you.”
The future Supreme Court justice
was even more direct to the future
alumnae. “I expect you to do great
things,” Stewart said. “No pressure
here, but we’re really looking for you
to save the world.”
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About 200 people packed the foyer
of Beaumont School in Cleveland
Heights to see the first African-American woman elected as a justice to the
Supreme Court of Ohio administer
the oath of office to two local state
representatives. All three are graduates of the Catholic, all-girls school,
whose motto is “Where young women
learn to change the world.”
Supreme Court Justice-elect
Melody Stewart gave the oath of office
to third-term 9th district state Rep.
Janine Boyd (D-Cleveland Heights)
and newly elected 12th district state
Rep. Juanita Brent (D-Lee/Harvard)
on Dec. 16.
Stewart, currently a judge on the
Eighth District Court of Appeals, will
be sworn in to the Supreme Court on
Jan. 2.
Boyd organized the event, which
she said the legislature encourages to
promote community participation.
Boyd said it can be difficult for some
constituents, like her mother, who uses
a wheelchair, to go to Columbus to see
the mass swearing-in ceremony on the

courtesy Beaumont School

Fred D’Ambrosi
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‘Helping Hann’ furnace giveaway now in its third year Book discussion to
Verne & Ellsworth Hann Inc. is accepting nominations for its third annual Helping Hann furnace giveaway,
in which a deserving member of the
community will receive a free furnace
and installation.
Chris Hann, co-owner of the
Cleveland Heights-based heating,
cooling and plumbing company, is asking for nominations from Cleveland
Heights, University Heights and other
east side communities.
“It has been our honor to install a
new furnace the past two years to deserving homeowners,” Hann said. “Again, we
want to share our good fortune by continuing to give back to the community
that’s been so good to our family all these
years. We are hopeful that members of
the community will nominate themselves
or someone they know who is without
heat or has an old furnace and is in desperate need of a new one.”
This year’s winner will receive a
new high-efficiency heating system
and installation, with a total value of
up to $3,500.
Nominations are open Dec. 17
through Feb. 28.

courtesy Verne & Ellsworth Hann

Bob Rosenbaum

Cleveland Heights resident Ardyce Daugherty,
2018 recipient of the free “Helping Hann”
furnace, with company co-owner Chris Hann.

Hann and his brother/co-owner,
Bill, will select a handful of semi-finalists from the pool of nominations, and
make personal visits to their homes. Finalists will be chosen, with the winner
randomly selected from among them.
Work that requires other contractors—such as electrical or chimney
modifications—is not included in
the giveaway. But the possible cost of
such work is typically discussed with
finalists during the selection process,
Chris Hann explained.
Last year, the free furnace was
installed for Ardyce Daugherty of
Cleveland Heights, a single mother
and grandmother whose 50-year-old
furnace had stopped working during
a winter storm.
Verne & Ellsworth Hann Inc. cre-

ated the program to help those who
are in need. “The Helping Hann free
furnace contest is the highlight of the
company’s year,” Hann said. “We are
grateful to provide heat for someone
deserving, and look forward to continuing the tradition.”
The family-owned company has
been located in Cleveland Heights for
the past 65 years. Chris, Bill, and their
sister Patty Siegfried represent the
family’s fourth generation in the trade.
The fifth generation is represented by
their nephew Jason Franey, who manages the service department.
Nomination forms are available on
page 5 of this publication, on the company’s website (see below), or by calling
the office at 216-932-9755. Anyone who
submits information will receive a $200
off coupon on an installation.
For more information on Verne &
Ellsworth Hann’s Helping Hann free
furnace giveaway, visit www.vehbrothers.com/helping-hann/.
Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chairman of the Heights
Observer Advisory Committee, and is
responsible for its advertising sales and
market development.

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

explore school ‘testing charade’

Jan Resseger

If you are the parent or grandparent
of school-age children, there’s an
important book that the Heights
Coalition for Public Education urges
you to read. The book—The Testing
Charade: Pretending to Make Schools
Better, by Daniel Koretz—concerns a
topic that affects the CH-UH community: the overwhelming intrusion
of high-stakes standardized testing in
the public schools.
The Coalition invites members
of the community to discuss The
Testing Charade on Wednesday, Feb.
6, and Wednesday, Feb. 13, 7–9 p.m.,
in the Wiley Middle School cafeteria.
Relevant and important conversation
is promised, as well as a few surprises.
Parents and teachers have been
expressing the concern that frequent
and intrusive standardized tests place
undue stress on children. In addition,
preparing for and administering the
tests takes time away from the most
important and rewarding part of
school life—education.
Testing may be damaging schools
and communities in broader ways,
such as when the state of Ohio uses
test scores as the rationale for taking
over school districts in less affluent
regions of the state.
Macs Backs, at 1820 Coventry
Road, is offering a 20-percent discount on The Testing Charade for those
planning to participate in the discussion in February. To order the book,
call Mac’s Backs at 216-321-2665,
e-mail suzanne @macsbacks.com, or
order online at www.macsbacks.com/.
The discussion will bring together many perspectives, including
those of Reaching Heights, FutureHeights, CH-UH PTA, Northeast
Ohio Friends of Public Education,
CH-UH Board of Education, Notre
Dame College, Cleveland State University Center for Urban Education,
League of Women Voters of Greater
Cleveland, Cleveland Heights Teachers Union, and North Eastern Ohio
Education Association.
Jan Resseger is a longtime advocate for
public education, working to reduce standardized testing, increase awareness of
educational opportunity gaps, and increase
the public’s role in local schools.
The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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COURTESY BARB ROSENBAUM

Two CH speedskaters race in
national junior championship

Ryan Shane, 14, and Hira Hanson, 16, representing the Cleveland Heights Speedskating Club,
were among 38 boys in the nation who qualified
and raced in this year’s US Short Track Junior
Championship.

Barb Rosenbaum

Two members of the Cleveland
Heights Speedskating Club were
among approximately 50 skaters who
raced in the US Short Track Junior
Championship last month in Wassau, Wis.
Hira Hanson, 16, a junior at
Cleveland Heights High School, and
Ryan Shane, 14, a freshman at Shaker
Heights High School, are the first
members of the Cleveland Heights
club to ever qualify and compete in
the Junior Championship.
Their coach is Nicole Golembiewski, head coach of the Cleveland
Heights club.
The high-stakes event was for

boys and girls ages 14–19, with top
competitors earning spots on the
U.S. Junior World Cup team and the
Olympics training program. Neither
of the Heights skaters placed high
enough to do so.
To earn an invitation, skaters had
to achieve qualifying times at a US
Speedskating-sanctioned meet over the
past 18 months. Qualifying times for the
Junior Championship are more rigorous
than for other invitational meets.
Hanson is in his eighth season
with Cleveland Heights Speedskating.
Both he and Shane were introduced to
the sport through the club’s Introduction to Speedskating session, held each
October and January at the Cleveland
Heights Community Center. It’s open
to anyone 5–75 years old who has the
fundamental abilities to ice skate and
follow coaches’ directions.
Cleveland Heights Speedskating
Club is run by volunteers with support
from the Cleveland Heights Parks and
Recreation Department—making it
one of only a handful of clubs across
the country offering such open and
affordable access to the sport.
The Lakewood Speedskating
Club also had two representatives
at the Junior Championship: Gannon Graf, 14, North Olmsted High
School; and, in her third trip to the
championship, Una Willhoite, 16, Bay
Village High School.

COURTESY TIM ERTLE

Tim Ertle

On Nov. 14, Beaumont School senior
Ashley Rulison signed a National Letter of Intent to run cross-country and
track at Coastal Carolina University
(CCU), a Division I school located in
South Carolina.
Rulison, a Burton native, excelled
as a Beaumont Blue Streak. She burst
onto the scene as a freshman, finishing

FREE
PAINT
Book your job
prior to Dec. 31st
and we’ll pay
for the paint!

“Let us light up
your interior and brighten
up your space.”

216-533-2936

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST
Since 1982

Honesty, Value and
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE
1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

Barb Rosenbaum, a longtime Cleveland
Heights resident, is president of the Cleveland Heights Speedskating Club.

Beaumont’s Rulison declares for CCU

Beaumont senior Ashley Rulison (at left).

INTERIOR
PAINTING

10th at the 2015 Division II state cross
country meet, and came back with a
third-place finish as a sophomore.
That same year, she qualified for
the state track meet in the 1600 (finishing 12th), 3200 (placing 16th) and
as a member of Beaumont’s 4x800
relay quartet that took fifth. Last year,
Rulison ran second on Beaumont’s
4x800 relay team that took third at
the state track meet, and also anchored the 4x400 team that finished
fifth in the state.
Sidelined last fall due to injury,
Rulison helped the Blue Streaks make
a return to the state meet this year
where they finished eighth as a team.
Rulison intends to pursue a degree
in marketing at CCU, where she will be
coached by Zola (Budd) Pieterse, the
two-time Olympian who competed for
Great Britain in the 1984 Los Angeles
Games and represented South Africa
at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics.
Tim Ertle is athletic director at Beaumont
School.

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity
Fri NovMatters
30 6–9pm

Sat Dec 1

10am–6pm

cia.edu/holidaysale

Do what
you love
Continuing Education
Spring classes begin Feb 4
CIA’s Continuing Education courses includes a wide range
of courses for adults and children in art and design taught
by accomplished faculty, in a dynamic, friendly and
well-equipped learning environment.
View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged
Cleveland Institute of Art
11610 Euclid Avenue
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Cleveland Heights University
Heights Board of Education
COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Meeting highlights
NOVEMBER 5, 2018
President James Posch, Vice President Jodi
Sourini, and board members Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis and Beverly Wright were present, as
were Superintendent Talisa Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer. The meeting was called to
order at 8 p.m. and adjourned at 9:38 p.m.
Public comments
State assessments of kindergartners: Kindergarten teachers from every school, and supporters,
gathered in numbers to show concern about
state assessments administered to kindergartners. The teachers came with more than 100
years of collective expertise, as well as research
and data, to discuss the topic. They are requesting that the board propose to the state the elimination of some of the assessments, and allow
kindergarten professionals to determine which
assessments are needed and when to administer them. One teacher noted that six assessments are given in the first 25 days of school. A
resident who has worked in elementary schools
for 24 years brought additional proven data to
show the outcome of taking these assessments
at this early age.

JCU volunteers with Brian Williams (back row, second from left).

JCU volunteers partner with Options students

DON KING continued from page 3

moves forward, I hope that many
Heights residents’ eyes are on what’s
being proposed. We don’t need
empty shells that potentially blight
a neighborhood that for many years
has served us so well.

School safety
Superintendent Dixon said that the Cleveland
Heights police chief has shown her data that
active shooters frequently feel socially isolated.
Dixon asked Chief Mecklenburg questions
about gun control and whether teachers should
have guns. She thinks that the police should do
the policing and the teachers should teach—we
should trust the protocols in place.
The district received a state $30,000
school safety grant and must spend the funds by
June 30. It is determining how to use the funds,
such as for security staff, cameras and metal detectors.
Superintendent search firm
The board discussed hiring the national executive search firm Ray and Associates Inc., an
education leadership recruitment group that
has been hired by Shaker Heights, as well.
Initially the board preferred hiring a superintendent from Ohio, but after careful consideration decided that, to hire the best candidate,
opening a national search would be best. Ray
and Associates, has an extensive network of
professional associates and relationships with
other search firms.
The board voted to approve hiring Ray and
Associates with Beverly Wright voting no. She
preferred hiring a local firm.
Enrollment trends
The board discussed enrollment numbers and
housing sales, which are up in the district. Members want to hold a work session on enrollment
trends.
ECOT lawsuit participation
Dan Heintz spoke about the ECOT lawsuit and
whether the district should join it. He said that
legal counsel recommended not joining the suit,
as it will cost $10,000 to $18,000. The board
discussed filing its own lawsuit.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a
freelance journalist under contract
with the CH-UH City School District.

LWV Observer: Vanessa Fitzgerald.

Local news that
speaks to you

LWV Observer: Adele Cohn.
DECEMBER 4, 2018
Vice President Jodi Sourini, and board members Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis and Beverly
Wright were present. Members of the Cleveland Heights-University Heights library board
were also present. The meeting was called to
order at 7 p.m. and was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
Library board trustee interviews
This work session was held to conduct library
board trustee interviews to elect a candidate to
one open seven-year term.
There were five candidates, and the board
asked each the same seven predetermined
questions. The board then asked the candidates to leave the room and discussed each
candidate’s responses and qualifications. They
selected Annette Iwamoto.
The board members expressed appreciation for having such highly qualified candidates
and the difficulty of choosing one person from
so many capable people.
LWV Observer: Carol Spackey.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org. See
disclaimer on page 8.
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Catch the HeightsNow
podcast from WJCU

Live:
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Don King served as pastor of Peace
Lutheran Church. He has been a resident
of Cleveland Heights since 1985, and has
served congregations, and been active in
the local interfaith community, since 1999.
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Measuring student performance
Allison Byrd, director of data, research and assessment, presented the second in a series of
presentations on student achievement testing in
the district. Her primary focus was the kindergarten testing program. Staff and the teachers’ union are determining the time that is currently spent on kindergarten testing. Testing for
grades one through three was discussed. She
also presented sample test questions.

T

It takes a village to raise a child.
Brian Williams, coordinator of
alternative education for the CHUH City School District’s Options Center, would argue that the
same applies to raising a teenager.
T he teena gers i n h is ca re,
145 high-school students who are
working to recover their credits
and get back on the track to graduation, benefit from a “village” of
regular volunteers from John Carroll University ( JCU).
Nearly 40 college students visit
the Options Center, located in the
Delisle Building, for 90 minutes
each week to tutor students. The
program is organized by the Center for Service and Social Action
at JCU and coordinated by J.P.
Graulty, JCU’s assistant director
for community partnerships.
Graulty noted that a majority
of JCU students do community
service work as part of a course
requirement. He called the placement at Options “a good fit for a
wide variety of courses, and an
obvious
one for students
al news that
speaks
to youin education courses.” He added, “It’s
the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU
also a good fit for students in an
introduction to theology course,
Hear it live which focuses on social injustice.”
Mon – Fri at 9 am and 4 pm
For education students, the
Stream on demand
experience can prove invaluable.
wjcu.org/media/heights-now
Because they often tutor during
their first year, students are able
to determine if teaching is actually the right career choice for
them. Graulty reports that some
education students have moved to
a different major after tutoring,
while others switched their major
to education.
For Pierce Srail, a JCU senior
majoring in supply chain management, the experience has been re-

warding and eye-opening. Drawn
to the prog ra m a f ter ta k i ng a
course on the social change model of entrepreneurship, Srail said,
“I’m getting back as much as I’m
giving to students. It’s interesting to hear their perspectives on
life and see where they’ve come
from a nd where they ’re going.
They all hope to go to college.”
The weekly tutoring sessions
should help them reach their goal.
“This has helped me improve
so much, especia l ly in reading
comprehension and vocabulary,”
said Heights High senior Siera
Wesley, who regrets that she didn’t
take advantage of the program last
year, adding, “Now I know how
much it helps.” The experience has
taught her to take advantage of
help whenever it’s offered, a value
she plans to carry with her into
college and a career.
H a v i n g j u st s a id g o o d b y e
to the f irst semester cohort of
volunteers, w ith gifts of Tiger
Nation gear bags, Williams and
the Options students are already
look i ng for wa rd to the nex t
group of JCU students, slated to
beg i n thei r 10-week volu nteer
stint in February.
Wi l l ia ms bel ieves the program leads to real academic gains,
especia l ly because a l l Options
students follow an individualized
curriculum. “This is a very rich
partnership,” he said.

Update on facilities renovations
Doug Myers, senior project consultant with Project Management Consultants LLC, updated the
board on the middle school renovation.
Board members Jodi Sourini and Malia
Lewis reported on the elementary school facilities phase two board committee work. (Phase
one was the high school and middle schools.)
No more state money for construction is available. Because the elementary buildings plan is
10 years old, it needs to be considered regarding floor plans, use of current space, space for
education and wrap-around services, and the
cost of busing. A facilities discussion is scheduled for Dec. 14.
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Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

NOVEMBER 20, 2018
President James Posch, Vice President Jodi
Sourini, and board members Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis and Beverly Wright were present, as
were Superintendent Talisa Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer. The meeting began at 7 p.m.,
after an executive session, and adjourned at
9:32 p.m.

donate now by joining FutureHeights
at bit.ly/observer-backer
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Heights High basketball team meets Holocaust survivor

Back row, from left: Cameren Majors, Jadrian Gant, Heights High social studies teacher Mark Sack, Ibn Edwards, Mol Coles, Stanley Bernath, Greg Pitts, Justin
Wodlty, Christian Dillard, Jaylen Davis, Harris Kern, Nigel Martin, coach Michael Cruz, Jamarion Lanum. Front row, from left: Landon Brown, Manny Hill.

Joy Henderson

The new Heights High varsit y
basketball coach, Michael Cruz,
wants to provide both physical and
social-emotional training for his
team. That is why he partnered
with Heights High “Lessons of
the Holocaust” teacher Mark Sack
to plan a Nov. 29 team visit to the
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage’s
Stop the Hate exhibit, and a meeting
with 92-year-old Holocaust survivor Stanley Bernath.
“For the team to meet with
Mr. Bernath was a real honor,” said
Sack. “We do not have many Holocaust survivors left, and I knew that

Heights Observer January 1, 2019

he could share his stories and tell
the team about the dangers of hate
and indifference.”
Bernath shared his stor y of
survival during the Holocaust and
offered advice to the students. He
told the young men, “Believe in
yourselves; never, ever give up, no
matter how bad things look. Nobody is better than you, and you are
not better than anybody else—we
are just different!”
He also had a request for the
athletes: “Please help erase hatred
and help others, because a Holocaust is what can happen when no
one helps victims.”
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“We were reminded that at any
time in history, when good people
do nothing, evil f lourishes,” said
Sack.
During the visit, Albert Ratner,

a 1946 graduate of Heights High
who played on the basketball team,
stopped in to say a few words about
his experiences as a teenager during
WWII.
Ratner is a successful businessman, well-known philanthropist
and strong supporter of public
school education. He gave his fellow hoopers credit for taking the
time to come to the museum to
learn, and he wished them well in
the upcoming season.
At the end of the visit, Sack
reminded the team that, on any
given day, any of them might be a
victim, a perpetrator, a bystander
or an “upstander.”
“I hope that if you see and hear
about the dangers of hate and indifference,” Sack told them, “that each
of you will have the knowledge and
the courage to be an upstander.”
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Dine In or Take Out
UNIVERSITY HTS
216-371-5643
A family tradition
for over 60 years!

PEPPER PIKE
216-831-1595
www.geracisrestaurant.com

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste—you are ours”
VEGAN NIGHT
Every Wednesday, 5–10pm
15% off all Vegan dishes

www.zomacleveland.com

Joy Henderson

The Cleveland Heights High School
robotics team has gone from trying
to destroy its challengers to trying to
beat them with finesse. For the past
several years, they have designed and
built Battle Bots, remote-controlled
robotic units that battle other robots in a bulletproof cage. Last year
the team placed 2nd at the regional
competition and 5th at nationals.
Th is yea r the 30-member
team is using a new model, Vex
Robotics, a system for designing,
programming, building and operating robotic units that perform

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Zoma

Robotics team swaps force for finesse

The Heights High robotics team working with the new Vex system (clockwise from left): Jacqueline
Gold (seated), senior; Keshaun Madlock, sophomore; Jaleel Davis, freshman; unidentified adult
volunteer; Emma Hodges (wearing hat), junior; James Birdsell, sophomore (foreground, kneeling).

sophisticated movements.
“Think of an Erector Set on
steroids,” said robotics team coach
Greg Nachman. “The kits are very
versatile, with more opportunities
for students to program the robotic
movements.”
The school fielded six teams and
competed in its first Vex competition
on Dec. 1 at Wooster High School.
The six Heights High teams all
placed between 18th and 26th in a
field of 30.
“We learned so much,” said
Nachman. “We are very new to this
kind of competition, and we saw what
we need to do to improve.”
Each match is t wo minutes
long and is held on a 12-by-12-foot
f ield. Robots from four tea ms
earn points by completing tasks
on t he f ield . Two tea ms for m
an a lliance and work together,
but each team also accrues indi-

vidual points. Teams can score
points by performing tasks, such
as threading a nine-inch object
onto a pole, throwing a ball at a
hard plastic f lag to make it spin
a quarter-turn, and parking on a
raised platform. In a nod to Battle
Bots, teams can also score points
by pushing an opponent off the
platforms. (You can see a sample
of Vex competition here: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=CDDGBcs0T
FM&feature=youtu.be)
The Heights High robotics
team will compete in at least three
more competitions this school year.
“We’re excited to learn this new
model of robotics competition,”
said Nachman. “And we look to
improve our performance in the
next several competitions.”
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Teachers honored as diversity advocates
Cathan Cavanaugh

Start the New Year with a

Fresh & Fragrant Home
Beautiful & Functional
Disinfects Air Without
Electricity or Flame
Doesn’t mask Odors Eliminates Them!

Stop in to Learn How it Works—You’ll Love it!
January & February Hours:

Tuesday-Sunday 10-5 ▪ Closed Monday
13410 Cedar Road ▪ 216.932.0039 ▪ www.bremec.com
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Four English Language Arts teachers
in the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District were honored at the state level for their work in
promoting the importance of diversity
among district educators.
Lorna Askew, Angela ColemanKirkland, Mikia Searcy and Sherice
Thomas are recipients of the Ohio
Council of Teachers of English Language Arts (OCTELA) Diversity
Award. They were selected as a result
of their participation in the OCTELA Teacher Diversity Recruitment
Program, and were among nominees
from across the state.
“I think that it is important for
students of color to experience school
life with teachers who have a similar
race or ethnicity because it is more
likely that they will infuse multicultural perspectives and relate how the
curriculum was influenced by diverse
peoples,” said Askew, an intervention
specialist at Heights Middle School.
“Students of color need to see role
models, and they need to know that
people who looked like them influenced the subject matter that they
are learning.”
The Teacher Diversity Recruitment Program was created to increase
the number of teachers of color within
OCTELA’s membership and in atten16

dance at its annual conference. One
of the perks of winning the award is
complimentary registration to the
OCTELA conference that will be held
in Columbus in March. In addition
to the conference registration, each
teacher received a one-year OCTELA
membership, and a small professional
development stipend to be used to
purchase resources to enhance their
instruction.
“I am not only proud of their
award, but proud to work alongside
these phenomenal women each day,”
said Yolanda Harris, Title I instructional coach at Heights Middle School
and OCTELA diversity liaison for the
district. “They represent, to me, the
best of what CH-UH has to offer the
field of education in the state of Ohio,
especially as I watch the marvelous
ways by which they show care and
concern for our student.”
OCTELA is one of the oldest and
most prestigious professional development organizations for literacy teachers in the state. It has been providing
its national network of teachers with
instructional and professional development resources and opportunities for
more than six decades.
Cathan Cavanaugh is the communications administrative assistant for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Library adds student newspaper to local history collection
sometimes poignant as well,
such as a Sept.
30, 1938 article,
“Lat v ia n Girl
from Riga Likes
U. S .,” wh ich ,
while light in
tone, describes
the experiences
in the U.S. of
two teens who
escaped Latvia
The front page of the Sept. 30, 1938 edition of the Black and Gold.
and Austria, reserious articles ruminating on the imspectively, in the face of German
pending war with Europe and concerns
aggression. “Reading that article in
about Hitler and the spread of fascism,”
2018,” noted Robinson, “it’s hard not
said Robinson. “But you also have
to wonder about family members who
lighthearted articles with titles like
may not have made it out of Europe.”
‘Fifty-Seven Varieties of Red Heads
The Black and Gold archive is
Add Spice and Color to Heights!’
the newest addition to the library’s
Other articles dispense advice to
local history offerings on the Ohio
fellow students on being courteous
Memory website, which also includes
and conscientious, or scold them for
behavior like doodling on desks and
talking loudly during assemblies.”
Robinson said the articles are

Sheryl Banks

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Heights Libraries recently expanded
its local history collection by creating
a new digital archive of the Heights
High student newspaper, the Black
and Gold.
Heights High students have
published the Black and Gold since
the 1920s, and the Cleveland Heights
High School Alumni Foundation
gave a collection of the paper to the
library in hopes that the historic issues could be preserved and shared
with the community.
For the past few months, Heights
Libraries’ Local History Librarian
Jessica Robinson has been scanning
and uploading old issues to the library’s page on the Ohio Memory
website. The online collection currently includes issues from the 1930s
and ’40s, and Robinson plans to add
to the collection in the future.
“You can read all about life in the
1930s and ’40s in the Heights from
the vantage point of teens, including

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Abby Botnick

Sheryl Banks

At its Dec. 17 meeting, the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public
Library Board announced the appointment of its newest board member,
Annette M. Iwamoto. Her seven-year
term begins in January.
At the same meeting, the board
honored outgoing Board President
Abby Botnick, whose seven-year term
ends on Dec. 31.
Chris Mentrek, who joined the
board in 2013 and most recently served
as vice president and chair of the operations committee, succeeds Botnick as
president.
“I’ve used the library since I first
moved here,” said Iwamoto, “and I’ll
bring to my board service the perspective of a customer who has used
the library’s services during different
stages of her life, including as a young
adult with few resources and as a parent with a young child. I have a strong
commitment to supporting and serving my community, and I’m looking
forward to putting that commitment
to use on behalf of the library.”
Iwamoto has lived in Cleveland
Heights for 10 years and is the strate-

Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library System.

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Public Library Board

Board welcomes Iwamoto, honors Botnick

Annette M. Iwamoto

Home Heritage Tour booklets dating
back to 1977, and valuable books on
Heights history, such as The Proud
Heritage of Cleveland Heights; In Our
Day; Cleveland Heights: Its People, Its
Places, Its Past; and the history of the
Heights Libraries system, More Than
Just Books by Marion Kelly.
Robinson hopes that the archive
will spark memories for Heights
High graduates, and inspire them
to share those memories with her
as part of the library’s ongoing In
My Day oral history project. More
details on this project, and access to
the library’s Ohio Memory page, can
be found on the local history page
of Heights Libraries’ website, www.
heightslibrary.org/local-history.

gic initiatives manager at Providence
House, a nonprofit crisis nursery in
Cleveland dedicated to child abuse
prevention and family preservation.
She is responsible for developing,
implementing, and overseeing programs and projects that support the
vision of the organization. Originally
from Tucson, Ariz., she graduated from
Trinity College in Connecticut and
later received her Master of Science in
social administration at the Mandel
School of Applied Social Sciences at
Case Western Reserve University. She
moved to Cleveland Heights while
serving with City Year, and says she
fell in love with the area.
Botnick served on the board
2012–18, and was co-chair of the 2014
operating levy committee. That levy
passed with 67 percent support from
the community, and Botnick said she is
proud to have been a part of that campaign: “We are incredibly privileged to
be part of a community that absolutely
sees the value in our public library and,
I think, appreciates the current and
future role of the library in a way that
so many other communities do not yet
. . . I feel thrilled to have been just one
small part of this effort in helping to
lead the levy committee.”
“[Serving on the board] has been a
truly engaging experience where I have
been able to see the fruits of our decisions and labors come to life through
the amazing talents of our library staff
and with the passionate support of the
community,” said Botnick. “I could not
have designed a better opportunity for
community involvement.”

Meeting highlights
NOVEMBER 19, 2018
Present were President Abby Botnick, Vice
President Chris Mentrek, and board members
Dana Fluellen, Max Gerboc, James Roosa,
Vikas Turakhia and Suzanne Moskowitz.
Mental Health First Aid certification
Twenty-five Heights Libraries employees attended Mental Health First Aid certification
training provided by Recovery Resources on
Oct. 8 and 9. Just as CPR helps assist an individual having a heart attack, Mental Health
First Aid helps assist someone experiencing a
mental health or substance use-related crisis.
Topics included risk factors and warning signs
for mental health and addiction concerns, strategies for helping someone in both crisis and
non-crisis situations, and where to turn for help.
The certification is good for three years.
Deaf services training
On Oct. 30, the deaf services coordinator at
the Coventry Village branch taught other librarians how to make libraries deaf-friendly,
providing tips for collection development,
resources, programming, and staff training.
The session also included a basic lesson in
American Sign Language that would be useful in library settings.

Young-adult authors visit
On Oct. 2, at Ensemble Theatre, Heights Libraries
hosted Brenden Kiely and Jason Reynolds, co-authors of All American Boys. The authors touched
on their experiences growing up in America, their
friendship, how their lives differed due to race,
current social justice issues, and the significance
of books and literacy in the lives of young people.
They spoke to a diverse audience of more than
60 tweens, teens, adults and seniors.
Financial report
Heights Libraries’ fiscal officer reviewed the October financial statement. Total cash balance
across all accounts at the end of October was
$14,542,200.26. The board approved a resolution to accept the October financial and investment reports.
LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org. See
disclaimer on page 8.

No need to wait a month for more community news.

get the

Heights Observer
e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.

"I love you guys! I can’t believe
what you’ve done for my body already!"
—Olivia M.

sign up for free at
bit.ly/Ho-enews

$50

($150 value)

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with
a single click at any time)

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

CH Senior Center News

It’s Your Life. Design It.

Amy Jenkins

EASTWOOD
F URNITURE

3451 Fairmount Blvd.

Solid Hardwood

The Cleveland Heights Senior Activity Center (SAC) invites seniors to
dance in the New Year by joining one
or more of the many dance classes it
offers, including two free classes.
Line Dance (contemporary style)
promotes physical fitness through
dance exercise. Join instructor Gladys
McGlothin on Mondays, Jan. 7 through
March 11, 9:30–10:30 a.m. All levels are
welcome and no partner is required.
The class fee is $25 for eight weeks.
Zumba Gold is dance and exercise
combined. Instructor Anita Bartel
will keep you moving and having fun.
The class meets on Tuesdays, Jan. 8
through Feb. 26, 11 a.m to noon, and
the fee is $25 for eight weeks.
Argentine Tango, a social dance
based on the natural walk, is enjoyed by adults of all fitness levels.
Instructor Ann Dobyns teaches the
basics of the dance and a bit about
its history and the culture in which it
developed. Class participants should
wear comfortable clothes and bring
either leather-soled shoes or heavy
socks that will slide on the floor. No
partner is necessary to participate in
this class, which meets on Fridays,
Jan. 11 through March 8, 9:30–11 a.m.
The class fee is $25 for eight weeks.
English Country Dance is an
ongoing class that meets on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Participants will learn
traditional dancing and enjoy a fun
time with new friends; no partner or
experience is necessary. Wes Sense-

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Locally Made

Custom Built

Now 3 locations . . .
23 Public Square in Medina
330-723-0014
4722 Kidron Road in Kidron
330-857-2009
www.eastwoodfurniture.com
facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture

man instructs this free class.
Dance 101 is an ongoing class that
meets on Fridays at 11:15 a.m. Instructor Leslie Keller encourages everyone
who thinks they can’t dance to give it a
try. Through dance movement, participants can improve strength, balance
and flexibility while exploring the art
of improvisation. Wear comfortable
clothing and expect to feel energized
and have a heightened awareness of
your potential. This class is free.
Given all these options, why not
add a dance class to spark your fitness
routine?
The Cleveland Heights SAC, located in the CH Community Center
at 1 Monticello Blvd., offers a variety
of programming for those 60 and
older. A complete schedule of programs is published in the community
center’s newsletter, and is available
online at www.chparks.com.
SAC membership is $5 for Cleveland Heights residents. To sign up,
bring a recent piece of mail (such as a
bill) and a photo ID.
University Heights residents who
would like to join SAC must first
register with Patrick Grogan-Myers,
University Heights community development coordinator, at 216-932-7800,
ext. 203, or pgrogan@universityheights.com. Membership is $10 for
University Heights seniors.
Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland Heights Office on Aging and the
Senior Activity Center. She can be reached
at 216-691-7379 or ajenkins@clvhts.com.

UH Senior Happenings

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Senior Happenings, sponsored by the
city of University Heights, are open
to all senior citizens. Events take
place on Thursdays at 2 p.m. at the
University Heights Library. To receive
the monthly schedule by e-mail, call
216-932-7800, ext. 205, or send an email to info@universityheights.com.
Jan. 3: University Heights Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan will review 2018 activities and discuss plans
under consideration for 2019.
Jan. 10: Jane Goodman, director
of Cuyahoga River Area of Concern,
will discuss how this nonprofit agency works for removal of contamination and other impairments from the
river, which is becoming a national
symbol of recovery.
Jan. 17: Fred Bidwell, founder
and executive director of Front International Cleveland Triennial for
Contemporary Art, will discuss the
inaugural summer of this show of new
art. It featured works by more than
100 artists from around the world,
unfurled in vivid murals on down-

All God’s Children Worship Service

Sunday, January 21, at 5:00 p.m.

town Cleveland buildings, and filling
galleries throughout the region.
Jan. 24: Kyle Drefuss-Wells, chief
executive officer of Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District, will discuss
the district’s work: managing three
wastewater treatment plants; handling
the big tunnels, while local communities handle the local sewers; and taking water from homes, businesses and
streets, cleaning it to proper standards,
then returning it to the Cuyahoga
River and Lake Erie. The district’s
work covers 355 square miles, with 1
million customers in 62 communities.
Jan. 31: Rising sea levels, record-high
temperatures, a polluted atmosphere
. . . what does it all mean? Grant
Goodrich, director of Great Lakes
Energy Institute at Case Western
Reserve University, will discuss it
in the context of “Perspectives on
Global Climate Change”—a May
2018 conference that featured talks
by renowned climate scientists on the
faculties of Penn State, Stanford and
Princeton universities.

An adaptive worship service with
Holy Communion designed to be sensory-friendly
and welcoming for all children and families.

All are welcome!
Join us for All God’s Children every third Sunday of the month.

Find us on Facebook Badge

CMYK / .eps

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org
Heights Observer January 1, 2019

				

18

www.heightsobserver.org
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DIANE HALLUM

A fine-dining gem opens on Noble

Privileged
to help.

The interior of Jewellz Fine Dining, at 2204 Noble Road.

Diane Hallum

The comfortable and relaxing feel
of Jewellz Fine Dining, 2204 Noble
Road, carries through from the moment one enters this newly opened
restaurant to the wonderful, unexpected flavors of the delicious food.
Don’t expect fast-food or corner
diner-type fare here. This is a menu
with grace, intelligence and warmth.
The hard work and skills of chef/
owner Dieesha Witherspoon come
together in a multifaceted menu that
may include rack-of-lamb chops,
chicken Alfredo, and grilled salmon.
Diners can also expect to find a variety
of hot wing preparations, an “Amazing
Burger,” and chicken spaghetti. What
primarily fills the menu, though, are
those types of meals that families
might eagerly relish at their own home
tables following Sunday church.
Come on Sunday to experience
the warmth and f lavor of those
home-style foods. Called “Soul Food
Sunday,” Witherspoon serves up
delectable pot roast, steaks, oxtails,
baked chicken, and side dishes that
include extraordinary greens, broccoli and cheese, macaroni and cheese,
and mashed potatoes.
Five years ago, Witherspoon, who
began learning her skills and craft
at her aunt’s elbow at age 12, turned
her love of cooking into a successful
carry-out-only restaurant at E. 179th
and Woodland Avenue.
“We had a r ule,” explained
Witherspoon. “Customers weren’t
allowed to open their carry-out boxes
inside the restaurant because once
they tasted it they would never leave!
People would actually sit in their
cars in the parking lot eating out of
the carry-out containers. They told
us the food was so good they didn’t
want to wait until they drove home.”
Customers repeatedly told her
and her staff that the food was too
good to be carried out. “It made me
want to cry,” said Witherspoon. “I
decided I wanted to do better for my
customers. That is why I decided to
expand and open this establishment,
so my old customers could have a
place to dine in.”
More than 200 people showed up
on a recent Sunday, causing the restaurant to run out of several entrees
before the end of service.
“I love what I do. And I know
that I can get better at it,” said Witherspoon. “I enjoy providing meals in a
comfortable place where families can
eat together. I also want to introduce
different food selections to people
that they may never have experienced
before.”
“It’s hard work,” Witherspoon
said. “But I love working hard and
Heights Observer January 1, 2019

making magic in the kitchen. Every
day, I know that it will get better
and better. I’m looking forward to
introducing my recipes to new customers and becoming a solid part of
this neighborhood.”
The menu changes daily, with
entrees and selections ranging from $5
to $35.
Jewellz Fine Dining (216-4663425) is open Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 9 p.m., and Sunday,
3–8 p.m. Reservations are accepted;
no alcohol is served.

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
®
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Diane Hallum is a longtime resident of the
north side of Cleveland Heights.

Parent

Open Houses
Jan. 15, 16 & 17

Montessori
Builds.Learn How.

9-11 am

A Montessori curriculum provides a child-centered approach
to learning, building the foundation for independence and
educational success.

Schedule your visit today!
ruffingmontessori.net
216.321.7571

3380 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights
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Child and teen wellness practice opens in Cedar Fairmount
Richard Dempsey, a licensed professional clinical counselor (LPCC)
has opened a child and adolescent
psychotherapy practice in the Cedar
Fairmount Business District.
Fairmount Mental Wellness,
located in the Heights Medical Building (2460 Fairmount Blvd., Suite 317),
serves the social and emotional needs

of children and their families.
Specializing in narrative therapy,
Dempsey’s focus is on helping angry
kids, frustrated parents and disconnected families, and addressing concerns related to behavior, anxiety and
depression.
“Narrative therapy proposes that
people use certain stories about themselves like the lens on a camera,” explained Dempsey. “These stories have

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

the effect of filtering a person’s experience of life and thereby selecting what
information gets focused in or focused
out. These stories shape a person’s perspectives on their lives, histories and
futures. Despite information to the
contrary, these stories of identity can
be remarkably stable. Narrative therapy
provides a means to refocus the lens and
help reshape a person’s stories and life.
In this way I help children, teens and
families turn old stories into new ones.”
“In the face of serious problems
it’s hard to believe that conversations can shape new realities,” said
Dempsey. “But they do.”
Dempsey has more than 14 years
of experience in the mental health field,
including stints with Case Western Reserve University’s Department of Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry, University
of Washington’s Department of Public
Behavioral Health and Justice Policy,
Bellefaire Jewish Children’s Bureau
and private counseling practice. He is a
specialist in working with K–12 schoolaged children.
Dempsey attended graduate school
at The Seattle School of Theology
and Psychology, where he studied
counseling psychology and Christian

“Staying connected
to all the things
i enjoy. Judson has
been the perfect
solution.”

Locations to fit your lifestyle.
City, suburb and in-between.

theology. His practice is informed by
both psychological
and theological assumptions about
the world.
In 2014 he
returned home
Richard Dempsey
to Cleveland and
started work at Bellefaire. Today he is a
school-based counselor in the Cleveland
Metropolitan School District, where his
focus has been on classroom behavior
and academic achievement to support
the social and emotional health of
students in Cleveland’s elementary and
middle schools.
For additional information, or to
schedule an appointment, visit www.
fairmountmw.com or call 216-714-2910.
COURTESY RICHARD DEMPSEY

Kaye Lowe

Kaye Lowe is the executive director of the Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District.

Elite Bistro
changes chefs
Fred D’Ambrosi

Just a month after its official opening,
Elite Bisto (2195 Lee Road) named a
new head chef. Executive Chef Alvin
Harris, profiled in the November issue of the Heights Observer, has left.
Assistant General Manager Leanna
Miller said the restaurant is moving
in a “new direction.”
Elite Bistro’s new head chef is
Anthony Ford, who worked for the last
20 years at J. Alexander’s Lyndhurst
Grill. Miller said the restaurant has a
new menu, keeping some items from
its original menu, and a more extensive
Sunday brunch menu. Miller described
the cuisine as Contemporary American.
Elite Bistro had its grand opening at the site of the former Fix Bistro
on Sept. 30. Despite the similarities
in names, the restaurants are unrelated. The interior has been remodeled and includes a full bar.
For more information, go to the
restaurant’s Facebook page, facebook.
com/elitebistrocle.
Fred D’Ambrosi has been a journalist for
40 years, most recently as news director of
WOIO/WUAB. He grew up in Queens,
N.Y., but has lived all over the country and
has been a Heights resident since 2015.

Judson’s three unique locations offer engaging and comfortable lifestyles, free from the
hassles of home ownership. Whether you choose the cultural excitement of Judson Manor,
the scenic village charm of South Franklin Circle or the picturesque neighborhood of
Judson Park, there is a Judson location perfect for you.

216-371-5944
• Slate

Judson is bringing community to life with our beautiful locations, 5-star rated
healthcare and wide range of educational, cultural and social opportunities.
Learn more at judsonsmartliving.org/its-all-here or call us at (216) 350-0326.
judson
Pa r k
C l e v e l a n D h e i g h tS

judson
manor
univerSity CirCle

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

south franklin
circle
C h ag r i n Fa l lS

www.ustonroof.com
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights Arts launches internship for CHHS students
As executive director of Heights
Arts—and as a Cleveland Heights
High School (CHHS) parent —
Rachel Bernstein was in a unique
position to cultivate a partnership
bet ween Heights A rts a nd the
high school. “Heights Arts was
long searching for an authentic
way to connect with CHHS,” she
said, noting that the organization’s
strategic plan includes a goal of
increasing audience diversity and
engagement.
Last spring, an idea took shape
that would allow this collaboration
to f lower: adding student interns
to the organization’s longstanding
exhibitions committee. The students
would gain valuable experience about
developing and presenting art exhibitions, and Heights Arts would tap the
students’ perspectives.
Heights High art teacher Laura
Skehan quickly identified about a
dozen students who would be good
candidates. Heights Arts narrowed
the field to a half-dozen and conducted individual interviews with
the finalists in the summer and early fall. The inaugural Heights Arts
Ex hibition Committee interns,
who officially began in October,
are junior Ava Collyer and senior
ShaDonnah (Mia) Miller. Designed
to accept one high school junior
each year, the two-year internship allows the prior year’s junior
to serve as a mentor for the new
intern.
Greg Donley is a former Heights
Arts board member and current chair
of the Exhibitions Committee, which
selects, plans, and installs five group
and five spotlight exhibitions a year.
“The applicants were all eloquent,
committed and talented,” he recalled.
“It was tough to pick just two. We
hope that we not only get new ideas
from the students, but that over the

for cross-disciplinary field trips to
bers “noticed things
the gallery, just a short walk from
that I didn’t,” said Colthe high school.
lyer, which she found
She noted that Heights Arts is
interesting and excitlooking for people to sustainably
ing. Miller liked the
fund the partnership initiative so
perspective-taking, as
that the stipend can continue to be
well, and said she felt
offered in future years. This ability
energized that seasoned
to put vision into action matters. As
artists noticed some of
Donley noted, “We are preparing a
the same aspects that
Students ShaDonnah Miller (left), Ava Collyer (right) and art
future generation of people who are
she did.
teacher Laura Skehan (center) helped launch the internship.
invested in the arts as part of this
T h is i nter nsh ip,
future years of doing this, we help
community.”
Bernstein said, “is a great first step
produce a bunch of people who are
of our relationship development.”
savvy about the arts. It’s a good exMostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a freelance
Collyer likes being part of the first
perience for any artist to objectively
editor, social worker, and nonprofit consulyear. “The program itself is new and
evaluate other artists’ work,” he said,
we are new to it,” she said.
tant who makes her home in Cleveland
noting that the students will also
Bernstein hopes this is just the
Heights. More than anything, Nacson is
learn how to lay out and hang exhibibeginning of a rich partnership with
inspired by kids and adults who build
tions, and often meet the artists. A
CHHS, envisioning opportunities
connection through kindness.
show called VIEW-points, opening
Jan. 18, will be the students’ first opportunity to participate in an exhibition installation.
Collyer said that she was most
intrigued by the behind-the-scenes
experiences of how the committee
works to create what ultimately is
viewed in-gallery. Miller feels she will
gain critique skills through sitting on
the committee and said that she is
T H E
building her resume with real-world
work experience.
Upon hearing about the internship, artist Andy Curlowe donated
Warm up with a bowl of our delicious hearty soup served
the proceeds from the sale of his
� � � � � � � • � � � � �
with Stone Oven’s fresh, hearth-baked bread. Don’t forget
artwork during the gallery’s summer
our specailty roast coffees and home-baked treats!
show, Sticks and Stones, to pioneer the
2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone - oven.com
inclusion of an internship stipend.
The students appreciate the stipend.
“It feels like it’s in my name,” reflected Miller, “that I worked hard
When money “equals” speech -to receive it.”
Even at this early stage, the
and corporations have constitutional “rights,”
experience has been impactful for
what happens to democracy?
the interns. Both felt included as
equals on the 12-person committee,
having reviewed art submissions
In 2013, Cleveland Heights voters passed, with a 77% “yes” vote,
independently before the meeting
Issue 32 in support of a 28th Constitutional Amendment clearly
and coming to the table ready to
stating that: 1. Only human beings, not corporate entities, have
share comments. Committee memConstitutional rights; and 2. Since money is not speech, money
COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Shari Nacson

Soup
weather
is here!

spent on elections can be regulated.

HYT presents ‘Little Shop of Horrors’
Pamela Fine

Heights Youth Theatre (HYT) continues its “Celebration of Tolerance,
Transformation, and Acceptance”
with its production of “Little Shop of
Horrors,” at Heights Middle School
(the former Wiley Middle School)
auditorium in University Heights.
The show, directed by Cleveland
Heights resident Eugene Sumlin,
with music direction by Stacy Bolton,
includes 60 actors in grades 1–12
from Cleveland Heights, University
Heights, Shaker Heights and surrounding communities. Join them
as they make their way through
downtown Skid Row with Seymour,
Audrey, and one very strange plant!
“HYT’S production of ‘Little
Shop of Horrors’ is sure to be a
highlight of the season,” Bolton said.
“With this strong a cast, it’s hard to
believe these are school-aged students on stage.”
HYT has a long, rich history in
the Heights and has been offering
Heights Observer January 1, 2019

k ids yea r -round
opportunities to
hone their theatrical skills and entertain audiences for
more than 60 years.
Perform a nces w i l l b e
presented at the
school (2181 Miramar Blvd.) Friday,
Jan. 18 and 25, at 7 p.m.; Saturday, Jan.
19 and 26, at 2 p.m.; and Sunday, Jan.
20 and 27, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $10
general admission, and $9 for seniors
and children under 6. Tickets can
be purchased online, or at the box
office, which opens 45 minutes prior
to each show. For more information,
visit www.heightsyouththeatre.org. For
group seating information, call 216410-7500.
Note: Even though “Little Shop
of Horrors” is a comedic show, it does
contain some adult themes.
Pamela Fine is the executive director of
Heights Youth Theatre.
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Issue 32 also established annual public hearings “to examine the
impact on our City, our state and our nation of political influence
by corporate entities and big money” in elections.

Cleveland Heights City Council will hold its Sixth Annual
“Democracy Day” Public Hearing
Thurs., Jan. 17 , 2019 at 7:00 p.m.,
Cleveland Heights City Hall
40 Severance Circle, Cleveland Heights 44118

“Members of the general public will be afforded the opportunity to
speak on these matters for up to five minutes per person.”
City Council will send letters to our U.S. congressperson and senators
summarizing the hearing and calling for
their support for the 28th amendment.
Whether you wish to speak or just to
listen, please plan to attend.

It’s your democracy.
January 21, 2019, will be the 9th
Anniversary of the Citizens
United decision.

More info: email Cleveland-Heights@Movetoamend.org
or see Facebook.com/movetoamendclevelandheights
www.heightsobserver.org
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‘A Raisin in the Sun’ continues Ensemble’s season
Tyler Whidden

After directing both parts of “Angels
in America” last season, Ensemble
Executive Artistic Director Celeste
Cosentino again takes on an American
classic, bringing Lorraine Hansberry’s
“A Raisin in the Sun” to the Cleveland
Heights theater (2843 Washington
Blvd.), Jan. 25 through Feb. 17.
“A Raisin in the Sun” was the
first play by an African-American
woman to appear on Broadway (1959).
The award-winning play is about an
African-American family facing racism while trying to find a better life.
When the matriarch of the
family, Lena Younger, puts a down
payment on a house in a better neighborhood, the family is approached by

a man representing the residents of
the new neighborhood, who would
prefer to keep their neighborhood
white. Depicting three generations
of the same family, the play explores
the value of dreams, the fight against
discrimination, and the importance
of family.
Cosentino feels connection to the
play, as her mother had long championed playwright Hansberry’s work.
“Many years ago my mother
created/compiled/adapted an educational touring show called ‘Langston
and Lorraine.’ A beautiful tribute
to two very influential and groundbreaking writers,” Cosentino said.
“I can say that as I reflect on that
show and having started to work on
producing and directing ‘A Raisin in

The Sun’, I feel that I am becoming a
part of the rich and storied history of
Lorraine Hansberry’s masterful play,
its themes and its message.”
The mainstage production of
“Raisin” will be the centerpiece of
Ensemble’s in-season project, “What
Happens to a Dream Deferred,”
which is supported by Cuyahoga Arts
& Culture and the Paul M. Angell
Family Foundation.
The project will feature talkbacks, writing workshops, free play
readings, open mics, poetry slams,
and other events surrounding the
production and inspired by the play.
Cosentino said that having the
community be able to participate in
different ways is a big component of
Ensemble’s mission.
“I hope audiences and partici-

pants feel a part of something bigger
than themselves, like I do,” she said.
“This is a story that needs to be told
and told now. So let’s all have a hand
in telling it.”
The play’s production team and
cast will feature Cleveland talent,
including Cleveland Heights residents, the Sumlin family. Nicole and
Eugene Sumlin have graced Cleveland stages for some time. Their son
Eason will also appear in “Raisin,”
making it a true family affair.
For tickets, and more information on participating in “What
Happens to a Dream Deferred,” visit
www.ensembletheatrecle.org, or call
216-321-2930.
Tyler Whidden is a playwright, director,
and actor with Ensemble Theatre.

Heights Arts explores mapping
and cubism in new exhibitions

Peace
Wishing you a warm
and happy New Year.
24 pages of humor, politics and fun » ph: 216.371.8600 » FUNNYTIMES.COM

Heights Arts is exploring the concept
of mapping in the group exhibition
VIEW-points, curated by Helen
Liggett and Sharon Grossman. “This
exhibition is based on questions
of what mapping is and how maps
mediate between viewers and the
world,” Liggett said. The exhibition,
which runs Jan. 18 through March
3 , w i l l show v iewers d ifferent
perspectives of locations both close to
home and distant from everyday life.
T he show feat u res a r t ists
G.M. Donley, Michael Loderstedt,
Wendy Partridge, Sai Sinbondit
and Rebeckah Wilhelm. They use a
variety of media, from photography
and prints to locally sourced pigments
made from plants, coffee and dirt.
“Mapping is a way to make sense
of things by directing attention,”
Liggett explained. “This terrain blurs
the distinctions between art and
science, diagrams and cartoons, play
and politics. The artists and viewers
participating in VIEW-points explore,
provoke and reflect on mapping as
orientation rather than destination.”
The exhibition opens with a
public reception on Friday, Jan. 18,
6–9 p.m., at Heights Arts (2175 Lee
Road). On Thursday, Feb. 14, a related
gallery talk, “Ekphrastacy: Artists

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Genevieve Schwartz

Emergent by Sai Sinbondit, a multi-media work
consisting of ink, coffee, dirt, plants and dyes.

Talk + Poets Respond” will bring
together the exhibition artists with
invited community poets to discuss
the inspiration and interpretation of
the works.
On Feb. 1, 6–9 p.m., Heights
Arts will host an opening reception
for Frankenstein Cubist, a Spotlight
Gallery exhibition of work by Todd
Hoak that will run through March
17. Hoak creates assemblages from
drawings cut apart and reorganized.
Drawing with graphite on paper,
Hoak utilizes a scroll saw blade on
patinated wood panels.
T he t a l k , r e ce pt ion s a nd
exhibitions are free and open to the
public. For more information on
Heights Arts community programs
and events, including house concerts,
gallery performances and outreach,
visit www.heightsarts.org.
Genevieve Schwartz is the program manager at Heights Arts.

Winter is Pruning Season
For healthy, beautiful trees next spring, the time to
care for them is now. Let our Certified Arborists assess
your valuable canopy. Call today.
Pruning
Disease Identification
Fertilization
Immunization
Cable Support Systems Stump Grinding

since 2001

Tree Removal
Yard Expansion
& more ...
ISA Certified
Arborist
#OH-6536A

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services
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440-463-7379

RipleyTreeService.com
www.heightsobserver.org

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Ardmore Tree Service

Always Buying Paying Cash









Complete Tree Service
Year-round

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
Gold / Sterling Silver  Clocks
 Swords
Jewelry
 Lamps
Glassware
 Violins
Paintings
 Porcelain
Pottery
 Ivory Carvings
Military Items
 Oriental Rugs
Bronze Figures
Men’s Wristwatches  Marble Figures
7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

440-461-4611
Buying anything unusual

Free Estimates

Fiction Editor needed.
Swarner56@aol.com

Daugherty Construction, Inc.
Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132
(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair






Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

Member National Arborist Association
Free Estimates

MJM Window
Restoration
Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

*VIVIAN VAIL *

Certified Teacher, Reading Endorsement

Build confidence, make progress!

Preschool-5th Grade

440-944-0278

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights

216 224-8789
vivianvail001@gmail.com

216216-387387-0525
llebles1@hotmail.com

Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City Schools

AMISH CREWS
www.heightsobserver.org

Student aides
Cleaners
Custodians
Security monitors
Food service workers

NEW GARAGE--RM ADDT’N
 ATTIC--BASEMENT FINISH
 ROOFING--SIDING
 DRIVEWAYS--WINDOWS
 DECK--PORCH--FRAMING
 COMPLETE RENOVATION


Call 216.320.1423
to find out how you can
advertise your business for
$29/month

Apply on-line: renhillgroup.com

Fully Insured

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays
in the community.

www.flower-entertainment.com

NOW HIRING - SUBSTITUTE POSITIONS







Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

READING & MATH TUTOR

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

(216) 486-5551
• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

Since 1978

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Questions? 216-767-5611

216-323-4483

EOE

Alan I. Silver
Attorney at Law
Bankruptcy
Chapter 7 & Chapter 13
Tax problems
Member of United States Tax
Court
F REE CONSULTATION
REASONABLE T ERMS

(440) 461-0277

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

2121 South Green Rd .
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382 .9647

Services Offered:
Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans
Insurance:
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

Shop
Local

F
E DU CAT I N G T H E H E I G H TS SI N C E 19 88

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

St. James Anglican Catholic Church
Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition
Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

1681 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio

			

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

A Complete Lighting
Sales & Service Company

For all your electrical needs



Landscape lighting, design
and installation





Fixture cleaning
Fixture and lamp repair
Lighting sales

(216) 956-2502
Ask for Shawn

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Fully insured
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Tech Lighting, Inc.
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R ESIDENTIAL / C OMMERCIAL

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve
License #48370
“Reliable electrical service and repair”

www.heightsobserver.org
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The old neighborhood
SONGS AND
STORIES

My mother was born in Pittsburgh.
Her mother died when my mother
wa s 11 mont hs old . Her fat her
married a woman from Cleveland
when my mother was 2 or 3. But
when my mother was 10, and right
before her stepmother gave birth to
my mother’s brother, my mother’s
father died. Within a couple of
years, her stepmother brought my
mother and her baby brother to live
in Cleveland Heights. My mother’s
older sister stayed in Pittsburgh to
finish high school.
T h at wa s du r i n g t he Great
D e pr e s s ion . T h e y l i v e d i n a n
a pa r t ment on C ovent r y Road ,
where most of the buildings are the
same ones that stand there today.
My mother attended Roosevelt
Junior High. When the interior of
their apartment building (above
what is now the Hunan Coventry
Restaurant) was destroyed by fire,
they moved in with relatives nearby.
So, then my mother had cousins
to play with. On many Saturdays
during the Depression, the kids’
entertainment consisted of trying to
scrape together 10 cents so that one
of them could go to the movie at the
Heights Theater (later the Heights

Art Theater, then the Centrum, and
then a lot of other things). The kid
whose turn it was to go to the movie
that day would then come home
and spend the rest of the afternoon
regaling the other kids with every
detail about the movie—telling the
whole story and describing every
scene.
In her teens, my mother became
f r iends w it h M rs. M itchel l, at
Mitchell’s Candy, which was next
door to the Heights Theater, and is
now on Lee Road; and she shopped
at Heights Hardware, which is still
in its original location on Coventry
near Mayfield Road; and did her
banking at the bank at the corner
of Coventry and Lancashire roads,
which is still a bank (a different
bank, but it still looks—and, oddly,
smells—the same). And, as a teen,
she worked in a dentist’s off ice
above what is now the Pacific East
restaurant, at the corner of Coventry
and Mayfield. And she shopped at
the fish market on Coventry (the
site of which became the original
location of Big Fun) when my father
worked there delivering fish.
My f a t h e r ’s f a m i l y m o v e d
to Cleveland Heights, from the
Glenville neighborhood of Cleveland,
when my father was 5—the same
year the Heights Theater showed
the first talking picture, “The Jazz
Singer,” starring Al Jolson. They

first lived in a house, which is still
there, on Washington Boulevard, a
few houses back from the Coventry
Library, which is still there. During
the Depression, they moved two or
three times, but always stayed in the
same neighborhood.
My father a lso attended
Roosevelt Junior High, two years
ahead of my mother. They both
were also members of Euclid Avenue
Temple, two or three miles west of
Cleveland Heights, and both sang in
the temple’s junior choir. My mother
thought my father was cute, so when
he brought in some music he had
written, and the choir director asked
if anyone was interested in writing
lyrics for his melody, my mother
immediately volunteered. That’s
how they met. And neither of them
ever dated anyone else, all through
their years at Heights High. And
then they got married shortly after
high school, during WWII, when
my father was serving in the Navy.
During the war, they lived in
San Francisco, where my father was
stationed—sailing back and forth
from there to the Philippines on
a troop transport ship, delivering
soldiers to the combat area and
returning with wounded ones; and
my mother worked in an office for
the U.S. Department of the Navy
(where, believe it or not, she met,
and processed the papers of, future
President John F. Kennedy). After
the war, my parents moved back to
Cleveland Heights.
My brothers and I also grew

up around Coventry Road, where
I took my f irst g uita r lessons,
for what became a very long, and
still going, career in music. We
also attended Coventr y School,
Roosevelt Junior High and Heights
High. I moved to New York City
for a few years, but I came back to
Cleveland Heights. I got married
and we had two kids—who went
to Cleveland Heights schools. My
son got married to a woman he had
gone to school with, starting at
Roxboro Elementary and through
Heights High. They both were
members of the Heig hts Hig h
Swim Team. After graduating from
college, his wife began teaching at
Heights High. My son is the coach
of the Heights High Swim Team.
Now they have two little kids.
The plan is for their kids to attend
Heights schools.
My grandparents, my parents,
my generation, my kids, and my
grandchildren. All of us live or
lived in Cleveland Heights. It’s a
new year, and this year is almost
100 years since the year my father
was born. The world has changed in
thousands of amazing ways during
that time. But, it occurs to me,
some things stay the same.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the
former editor of Cleveland Magazine
and Northern Ohio Live, an author, and
a professional musician and comedian.
His writing focuses on the arts and,
especially, pop-music history.

Vote for your favorite
Heights businesses!

Best New Restaurant or Bar

Write in the names of your favorite Heights
businesses or visit www.futureheights.org to
complete the online ballot.

Best New Business (other)

Deadline for ballot submission:
February 15, 2019

Best Place to Find Unique Gifts

Please Note!
Although this is a write-in ballot, we are only
considering businesses that are located within
the city boundaries of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.

Best Heights Vibe
Best Place to Take an Out-of-Towner

One ballot per person.

Best Place to Work
Bonus Question:

Best Bang for Your Buck

What New Businesses Would You Like to
See in the Heights? (Let us know if you
have a specific neighborhood or building
where you would like to see this business
located.)

Best Customer Bathroom
Best Interior Style
Best Exterior Style

In order for your ballot to be counted, you must
vote for at least half (6) of the ballot categories
and include your name and contact information.
Ballots not meeting these requirements will be
considered invalid.
Mail your ballot to:
FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Or scan and e-mail your ballot to:
info@futureheights.org
Questions? Call 216-320-1423
Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________

Best University Heights Business

___________________________________

Best Cleveland Heights Business

E-mail:_____________________________
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Phone:_____________________________

If you are a business owner or operator, name of
business: ___________________________
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