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Cleveland Heights’ Apollo’s Fire wins Grammy
Jessica Schantz

On Feb. 10, Cleveland Heightsbased Baroque ensemble Apollo’s
Fire won the Grammy award for
Best Classical Solo Vocal Album for
Songs of Orpheus. The ensemble, under the artistic direction of Jeanette
Sorrell, shares the award with tenor
Karim Sulayman, the album’s solo
vocalist.
Songs of Orpheus uses the work of
17th-century Italian composers Monteverdi, Caccini, Landi and d’India to
retell the story of Orpheus’ journey
to the underworld to recue his wife,
Eurydice. Along with providing the
instrumentation for these vocal
pieces, the ensemble also performed
sonatas by Castello and Cima on the
recording.
Apollo’s Fire has produced more
than 20 albums in its 27-year history.
This is its first Grammy.

courtesy Apollo’s Fire

INSIDE

Apollo’s Fire ensemble members.

cording producer, Shaker Heights resident Erica Brenner, calling her work
“brilliant.” She also expressed thanks
for all of the ensemble’s Heights patrons, who she said have “nurtured
and supported Apollo’s Fire from our
fledgling state till now.”

Sorrell expressed surprise about
winning the award, noting, “The
other nominees in our category had
quite a bit of PR-power behind them,
in addition to being compelling recordings. We were the new kid on
the block in that world.”
Sorrell praised the album’s re-

continued on page 2

UH mayor reports on state of the city

FutureHeights’ 2019
annual meeting is April
10 at Heights High

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

courtesy uh city hall

Sruti Basu

Dr. Michael Johnson, president of John Carroll University, welcomes Mayor Michael Dylan
Brennan,(right), before his State of the City address on Feb. 13.

to an ambitious future agenda.
“The state of our city is strong,”
Brennan told those assembled in
the Jardine Room on the campus
of John Carroll University on Feb.
13. “Working together, we will reach

Mike Cook

In his first State of the City address,
University Heights Mayor Michael
Dylan Brennan celebrated accomplishments from 2018, addressed
challenges facing the city, and looked

continued on page 9

Group seeks charter amendment to elect CH mayor
Michael Bennett

A group of Cleveland Heights
residents is seeking to amend the
Cleveland Heights charter to enable citizens to directly elect a fulltime mayor. Currently, Cleveland
Heights voters elect seven part-time
Cleveland Heights City Council
members. Council then elects one
of its members to serve as mayor.
“Cleveland Heights is not served
well by a part-time mayor who has
no executive responsibilities,” said
Tony Cuda, campaign manager of

Citizens for an Elected Mayor, the
organization seeking the change.
“We need a full-time, visionary
leader who can address the city’s
challenges, such as declining population, housing values that are not
recovering as quickly as in similar
suburbs, and slow progress on economic development.”
Cuda said a full-time, directly
elected mayor would be more
accountable and responsive to
citizens, and visible across the
community and region as the city’s
spokesperson. The group will work
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to gather signatures to place an
amendment on the November ballot.
Since Cleveland Heights became a city in 1921, it has had a
council-manager form of government, in which voters elect council,
and council appoints a city manager. The manager reports equally
to all seven council members, a
majority of whom is required for
the manager’s appointment or
removal. Out of the 57 municipalities in Cuyahoga County, Cleveland

continued on page 5
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On April 10,
FutureHeights
will present its
2019 annual meeting at the newly
renovated Cleveland Heights High
School, 13263 Cedar Road.
FutureHeights, a nonprofit
community development corporation, strives to engage Heights
residents in order to ensure a
vibrant and sustainable future for
Cleveland Heights and University
Heights.
T h i s
year’s meeting will
discuss the
concepts
of placemaking and
place-attachment as Nelson Beckford
a sustainable means of community
development and revitalization in
the Heights, and in cities and communities everywhere.
FutureHeights will
also report
o n i t s a ctivities and
accomplishm e n t s , a s David Jurca
well as its vision for the future,
with help from a panel of speakers
that includes Nelson Beckford, the
program director for neighborhood
revitalization and engagement at
the Cleveland Foundation; David

continued on page 6
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Letters Policy

The Heights Observer welcomes letters to
the editor. They must be submitted electronically, along with the writer’s name, phone
number and e-mail address, to: www.heightsobserver.org/members.
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want to
write, then submit them for publication.
Anyone in University Heights or Cleveland Heights is welcome to contribute
regularly, occasionally or even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind,
go to www.heightsobserver.org and
click on “Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing
style, article length, etc., click on
“Become an Observer” at the left.
For questions that aren’t answered
there, call the FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 or e-mail info@
futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for
the April issue must be submitted by
March 11. We publish some articles online as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Opening
the Observer

Kim Sergio Inglis

What goes around comes around.
The more things change, the
more they stay the same. . . .
As I looked back at 10 years
of March issues of the Heights
Observer, those familiar and often
clichéd sayings kept springing to
mind. I kept coming upon articles
that covered the same themes and
topics contained in this March
issue.
In March 2009, opinion
writer Ralph Solonitz wrote of
the near completion of repairs
to the University Square garage.
Recalling “when the Old May
Company on the Heights held
rock ‘n’ roll record hops on the
parking lot grounds,” Solonitz
envisioned a rock concert on the
rooftop.
In his first State of the City
address, the subject of a page
one story in this issue, University
Heights Mayor Brennan touched
on the need for redevelopment of
the now largely vacant University
Square. Looking back at the history of that site, Brennan drew
comparison between former mayor
Earl Aurelius’ transformation of a
former golf course into May’s on
the Heights, and the type of reinvention that might be possible for
the Wiley Middle School site.
March issues have covered

Resident sees parallels between TOH
and Oakwood
To the Editor:
What’s the drive behind the city’s
plan for the Top of the Hill project—the need for new housing,
more retail? Would renovating
existing space, or a scaled down
mixed-use project be better, or just
a parking garage make more sense?
Are there any metrics showing that
there is a market demand for these
kinds of buildings?
Seems to me the driver—the
appeal of the project—is that it
is new, fun and exciting. Can’t we
think of anything fun to build that
is not heavily subsidized with our
tax dollars? Are we all going to get
our money’s worth of excitement
out of the project?
City leaders, having despoiled
the northeastern part of the city
by the wrong and destructive
decision not to accept Trust for
Public Land’s offer and turn the
former Oakwood Country Club
into a Metropark, apparently are
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perhaps more than their fair share
of stories about changes in school
and city leadership.
The March 2009 issue contained a story about the search
for a new CH-UH City School
District superintendent, to succeed Deb Delisle. In March 2014,
the district embarked on another
superintendent search, to replace
Nylajean McDaniel, herself the
one-year (by design) successor to
Douglas Heuer. Now, in March
2019, the district has announced
another interim superintendent,
and the search for a “permanent”
replacement to Talisa Dixon.
A March 2015 article announced that Cleveland Heights
City Council had appointed Kahlil
Seren to fill the unexpired term of
Janine Boyd. This March, an article
describes the work of the League
of Women Voters in interviewing
applicants to replace Cheryl Stephens on CH City Council.
In March 2016, a story announced Cleveland Running Company’s move to Lee Road from
Shaker Heights. This month, Shari
Nacson’s article describes the details
of a merger between the Heights
business and another, bringing a
name change to the running store
that will remain on Lee Road.
As a nonprofit, all-volunteer-writer publication, what the
Heights Observer publishes is limited to what writers are interested
in, and feel a personal desire or
need to write about.
Sometimes the thread of
a topic is lost, and a story that

using the same decision-making
skills regarding the Top of the Hill
project.
God bless ’em, they probably
mean well; they just don’t know
how to make a sound economic
decision, nor will they listen to
anyone trying to help them do so.
But why should they? They were
never held accountable for the
colossal error regarding Oakwood,
and the death sentence that it gave
to Severance Town Center.
There is a difference between
believing something will work,
versus knowledge that makes its
success likely. Taking the risk is a
lot more fun when it is not your
money, but the public’s.
There is no final design for
the Top of the Hill project—that’s
another reason to call the push to
build it into question. So, there is
still time for others to voice their
opinion—please do so. And, best
of luck to all of you who live in
the area—where is the traffic and
water runoff from all that asphalt
and concrete going to go?
Fran Mentch
Cleveland Heights
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seemed perhaps the harbinger
of greater change ends up an
isolated event, as far as Observer
coverage is concerned.
In March 2013, the lead story
was about Cain Park officially becoming “dog-friendly.” Six years
on, how has that change worked
out? Has, or will, it spread to other city parks? To my knowledge,
no one has yet comprehensibly
revisited that story.
There are many more stories
and topics like that one, that
could be re-explored and revisited.
In his March 2018 “Songs
and Stories” column, David
Budin wrote of his experiences administering a Facebook
group, “Growing up in Cleveland
Heights,” that looks back at CH
histor y and experiences. He
wrote, “One thing that has been
fascinating—and frustrating—is
that the same topics keep coming up, over and over.”
History is rich, complex, and
always in danger of being forgotten. For what its worth, and as
imperfect and incomplete a record as it may be, every issue of
the Heights Observer is archived
at www.heightsobserver.org, for
those interested in looking back
at what has changed, what has
stayed the same, and how we got
here from there.
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief
of the Heights Observer, and is a
Cuyahoga County master gardener
volunteer.
apollo’s fire continued from page 1

“Though it’s been exciting to
play at Carnegie Hall, the BBC
Proms, etc., what we always love
most is the special spirit when we
play for our home audience in the
Heights—because it feels like family,” said Sorrell.
Asked how the award might
change the ensemble’s trajectory,
Sorrell replied, “We were plenty
busy already, with lots of audience growth, and our touring has
been going well. But perhaps the
Grammy win will encourage new
people to come and try an Apollo’s
Fire concert.
“We love bringing Baroque
music to newcomers, even if they
don’t have much experience with
classical music. The Grammy award
signals that Apollo’s Fire has broken
through the glass ceiling that usually separates classical ensembles
from the mainstream world. So
I hope that plenty of newcomers
everywhere will come and give it a
try!”
Jessica Schantz is the e-news manager
at the Heights Observer and a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights.
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Economic reports contradict latest TOH plan
Loretta Feller

As a 35-year resident of the Cedar
Fairmount neighborhood, across
Cedar Road from the Top of the
Hill (TOH) proposed development,
I was surprised to read a Jan. 25 article in the Plain Dealer, “Cleveland
Hotel Occupancy in 2018 Rebounds,
Exceeds Republican National Convention Year”, which noted, “Hotel
occupancy—that’s the percentage
of hotel rooms that are filled—was
69.3 percent in 2018 for downtown
Cleveland and University Circle. . . .
That’s up from 66.5 percent in 2017,
and the highest since 2015, before
the city added several new hotels in
anticipation of the RNC.”
My surprise arose from my attendance at a 2018 community meeting
on TOH, when we were told by the
city that the developers, Flaherty
and Collins, had dropped the “nationally branded or boutique hotel”
and office space from their original
proposal submitted to the city, which
formed part of their being chosen to
develop this city property. A very low
occupancy rate in hotels in University
Circle and downtown Cleveland was
cited as the reason for the change.
Residents in my neighborhood
had applauded the prospect of adding a desirable hotel and office space
for their potential to provide the city
with attractive architecture and an
excellent income from taxes on hotel
rooms, as well as higher wages on jobs
not in the service or retail sectors.
We also know how hard it has been,
historically, to find lodging in the area
for out-of-town guests.
The developer’s explanation for
the change cited “potential competition from existing and potential future hotel uses located ‘down the hill’
and difficulties in meeting sustainable
occupancy rates.” The developer
concluded that locating a hotel now
at TOH would require the city to
subsidize the project to the tune of $6
to $8 million, which is not supported
by the budget.
In light of news about desirable
levels of occupancy and room rate
increases in downtown Cleveland and
University Circle, this assessment
needs to be revisited, and a more
realistic view of the risks analyzed.
According to the Plain Dealer article,
downtown and University Circle added
four new hotels in 2016 for a 17-percent

Apple Construction

increase in room supply, yet both 2018
hotel occupancy and overnight rates
increased over previous years.
Evidently, there is sufficiently
high demand for both hotels and
office space in University Circle and
Cleveland. According to the article,
“The occupancy rate increases are also
a result of a growing, healthy economy,
according to Laurel Keller, a senior
vice president with Newmark Knight
Frank, who noted the strong correlation between decreasing office vacancy
rates and hotel demand. Cleveland is
experiencing its lowest office vacancy
rate in more than 17 years. Keller said
the increase in both hotel occupancy
and overnight rates [up 4.8 percent
from 2017] should lead to additional
supply growth. Seventy-percent occupancy, she said, ‘is a magic number for
developers,’ and the sign of a healthy
hotel market.”
I believe including a hotel and office space in the TOH mix would help
mitigate the city’s inability to collect
taxes on the incomes of “empty nesters,” mostly retirees who will likely
represent a large percentage of people
moving into the high-end luxury
apartments at TOH. Rents starting at
$1,200 a month are beyond the reach
of most millennials that Flaherty and
Collins had in mind originally.
Now, at the “gateway to Cleveland
Heights,” we no longer have the originally proposed 120-room nationally
branded hotel or 55–80 room boutique
hotel, office space with an open and
welcoming scale (about six floors), and
lots of green space. Instead, new plans
show a—some would say—unattractive,
10-story, long, grey wall of apartments
facing Cedar Hill and Cedar Road.
Many incremental changes initiated by the developer during the
past year, over voiced and written
objections from Cleveland Heights
residents, mean TOH differs radically from the original proposal. That
original plan, after so many changes,
more resembles a Trojan horse than
a clearly thought-out plan. I believe
the city is losing income, as well as
our best shot at presenting a positive
statement about the city. Top of the
Hill needs a reboot.

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

F a i r mo unt Bo u le v ard 
C le v e l and He i g hts 

Shaker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights

SUSAN DELANEY

SUSAN DELANEY

ABR®,RRS,CNE®

Pain Should Be Temporary – Now accepting
Let’s keep it that way
new patients

Dr. Leon Margolin MD, PhD, FAPMR, FAPM
l
l
l

We accept all
major insurance
plans including
Medicare, Molina,
all commercial
plans and others.

Loretta Feller is a retired federal mediator,
founding president of Mediation Association of Northeast Ohio, and a graduate of,
and volunteer with, the Cleveland Heights
Citizens Police Academy.
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Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

l
l
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Medical and Interventional Pain Management
Board Certified and Fellowship Trained
Most Compassionate Physician Award
for several years
American College of Physicians Award
We take over narcotic prescriptions
for selected patients
Accommodating Appointment Schedule

Comprehensive Pain Management Institute, LLC
1438 Som Center Rd., St. 300, Mayfield Heights, OH 44124

P: 614-615-0960 or 614-557-6817
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Students need opportunities to
find and pursue their passions
A Teacher’s
Voice

Ari Klein

Many students discover their
passions as a result of their experiences in school. For some it is
sports or music. For others it is
a special class or club that drives
them to get up in the morning.
Most of these activities have
eligibility requirements that
serve as an extrinsic motivator
to ensure that students perform
well in their academic classes.
At Heights High, hundreds
of our students are involved in
sports, marching band, dance
squad, and more. Students participate in these voluntarily even
though most of these activities
require dedication.
One of my students told
me recently that she had three
athletic events during one week
when she could not do her
schoolwork until 10 at night! I
was appalled, but understood
her desire to pursue an activity
in which she excelled.
I recently came across (and
recycled) a journal from the first
half of my junior year. There was
no mention of my classes except
for music. I was surprised how
full my schedule was with school,
a custodial job, and Boy Scouts.
I must have made time for my
other classes, but I guess the
only one worth mentioning that
semester was music.
Because I was at Heights
during the pre-standardizedtest era, there was time for
more academic electives. For
example, there were semesterlong English courses on a wide
variety of topics: literature of
the Holocaust (the first class of
its kind in the country), fiction,
African-American literature,
literature of death and dying,
satire, and more.

Learn to Row & Learn
to Sail with us! Join
6th-12th graders
from all over
Cleveland and the
surrounding areas
for a summer you’ll
never forget.

Visit us online:
clevelandfoundry.org

@Foundry216

BEST.
SUMMER.

Teachers loved to develop
these courses and reveled in sharing their interests with students.
Most of these electives were eliminated over the years, the result
of needing to conform to state
requirements, or to push students
into college-level courses.
I would argue that any of these
classes would have been perfect for
college-level work, but the state
prefers “standardized” students instead of inquisitive students looking to find their passion, their own
way to love learning, and connect
with a teacher who demonstrates
these ideals by living them.
The other day, one of my students told me that she was upset
because the new course guide did
not include most of the electives
she was interested in. As a result,
she will probably end up spending
her time off campus in alternative
programs or with a reduced class
schedule.
We must re-examine the offerings at the high school on an annual
basis to ensure that we not only
offer a basic, standards-based curriculum, but also choices that will
enable students to become more
well-rounded and worldly based
on their academic experiences.
School is tougher than it has
ever been for students. They have
to know more information, and
know it earlier in their student
careers, and they are held accountable based on tests that limit their
capabilities and interests.
Narrowing our high school
course offerings removes incentives for students to be successful
because they find these classes less
interesting. I hope we continue to
find ways to excite each and every
student’s capacity for, and love of,
learning.
Ari Klein is a lifelong community
member, math teacher at Cleveland
Heights High School, and president of
the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union.

EVER.
Located in Shaker
Heights, HB offers a
wide array of summer
programming for boys
and girls ages 3–21.
Visit hb.edu/summer to browse
through academic, athletics,
adventure, theatre, and specialty
camp options to create your own
one-of-a-kind experience.
We offer flexible scheduling.
Call 216.320.8085 for details.

S E RV ING
TH E H E IG H TS
F OR 17 YE ARS

MARCH 18–29 & JULY 22–AUGUST 9

Vacation Camps
Co-ed, Preschool – Grade 8

GYROTONIC ®
PILATES + BALLET

JUNE 10–JULY 19

Day Camps

STUDIO

BROAD HORIZONS BEGINNER Co-ed, ages 3 & 4
BROAD HORIZONS Girls, Grades K – 5

FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE
216 320 9446

BROADER HORIZONS Girls, Grades 6 – 8
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“To me, Inspiral is a sanctuary.”
Claire May, client since 2003
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www.heightsobserver.org

Opinion

Before ‘diversity’— the integration of Cleveland Heights [part 3 of 3]
Heights of
Democracy

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

By the early 1970s, Cleveland Heights
faced realtor actions that, if unchecked, would lead to white flight
and resegregation. Real estate agents
steered white buyers away from the
city, and showed black buyers only a
few neighborhoods within it. Blockbusting, intended to induce panic and
white flight, took place by phone.
When the first black family moved
onto a street, realtors would call the
neighbors, insinuating that their property values were about to plummet.
At the same time, things were
changing at CH City Hall. Activists
Jack Boyle and Lucille Huston were
elected to Cleveland Heights City
Council in 1971. In 1972, the newly
configured council chose pro-integration attorney Oliver Schroeder
as mayor. Schroeder and four other
suburban mayors agreed to enact
ordinances banning telephone soliciCH mayor continued from page 1

Heights and Bedford are the only
two with this structure of governance.
“The system worked well to
manage a growing city in the early
days,” said Rhonda Davis-Lovejoy,
a member of Citizens for an Elected Mayor. “Given today’s realities,
we don’t need someone simply to
manage. We need a bold leader
who can collaborate with neighborhoods, businesses, developers and
regional partners to create new opportunities that ensure Cleveland
Heights reaches its potential.”
Citizens have shown support
for a council-mayor structure. At
an April 2018 town hall meeting,
and via an online survey, more than
two-thirds of participants said they
preferred an elected mayor to a
council-manager. The council-initiated Cleveland Heights Charter
Review Commission (CRC) gathered the information. In a draft of
its proposed charter amendments,
presented at a Jan. 24 public meet-

tation by realtors. Cleveland Heights
council passed the new law within
weeks.
In 1973, Heights Community
Congress (HCC) opened its doors,
with Catholic activist Harry Fagan
as its executive director. Also on staff
was Susanna Niermann O’Neil. HCC
assumed responsibility for real estate
checking begun by the St. Ann Audit.
In 1974, HCC successfully sued Rosenblatt Realty under the 1968 Fair Housing Act. According to the Encyclopedia
of Cleveland History, “Court suits filed
by HCC against local realtors set new
standards for non-discriminatory treatment of prospective homeowners.”
With changes on council and
pressure from the community, the
city’s role evolved. In 1974, the city
contracted HCC to establish and run
a housing service. Two years later, the
city took the program in-house and
hired O’Neil to run it. (She initially
declined the job, protesting to Fagan,
“I don’t want to work for City Hall,
I want to fight City Hall.” He suggested she try it for a year; O’Neil has
been there ever since, and currently is
Cleveland Heights’ vice city manager.)
On March 15, 1976, council adopted a nine-point housing plan to sup-

port integration. The actions outlined
in Resolution 26-1976 had originated
as demands by those struggling for fair
housing since the founding of Heights
Citizens for Human Rights in 1964.
The city began working closely
with realtors, training them in fair
housing practices, and maintaining a
list of preferred agents. They marketed the city through the housing service
and advertising. O’Neil recalled, “We
told the realtors, ‘You sell the houses.
We’ll sell the community.’”
Cleveland Heights also initiated
point-of-sale inspections, to ensure
maintenance of housing stock and
protect new owners from unscrupulous sellers. The plan demonstrated
the city’s willingness to partner with
the community, address issues affecting stability, and effectively counter
resegregation.
The city and HCC continued
to collaborate to maintain a racially
integrated community. The National
Civic League recognized Cleveland
Heights with an All-American City
Award for 1975–76, “in recognition of
progress achieved through intelligent
citizen action.”
In 1983, co-plaintiffs Cleveland
Heights and HCC won a landmark

lawsuit against Hilltop Realty for eight
violations of the 1968 Fair Housing
Act. Although only legal costs were
awarded, with no monetary damages,
it was a resounding moral victory.
Today, people of all races and
ethnic backgrounds choose Cleveland Heights because it is racially and
economically diverse. As of the 2010
census, the racial makeup of Cleveland Heights was 49.8 percent White,
42.5 percent African American, 4.1
percent Asian, 0.2 percent Native
American, 0.6 percent other races,
and 2.8 percent two or more races.
Despite some realtors’ 1960s-era
predictions, Fairmount Boulevard’s
mansions have not become rooming
houses. Whites and African Americans
are here for the long haul, and those
who choose to live here like it that way.
[Throughout this series, the writers have drawn on Susie Kaeser’s as-yetuntitled book, to be released by Belt
Publishing in 2020; “The 1972 St. Ann
Audit: Personal Reflections,” by Suzanne Nigro; and personal interviews.]

ing in advance of preparing a final
report for city council, CRC retained the council-manager structure.
“We thank the commission for
its service. They are offering some
great suggestions to provide clarity
and consistency to the charter,”
said Susan Efroymson, another
member of Citizens for an Elected
Mayor. “We are disappointed to
see they declined to recommend
an elected mayor and give citizens
the opportunity to vote on a new
form of government.”
CH City Council can revise the
CRC’s proposal before putting it on
a ballot, according to Larry Keller,
the facilitator that council engaged
to work with the CRC. Cuda said
council members he has spoken
with do not seem inclined to change
the structure of government.
“We believe enough citizens
share the view that we should be
able to elect a full-time mayor who is
accountable directly to citizens, and
look forward to working with the

community to ensure our amendment is brought to citizens for a
vote,” Cuda said.
Citizens for an Elected Mayor
has scheduled the second of two
informational public meetings on
Thursday, March 14, 7 p.m., at the
Noble Neighborhood Library, 2800

Noble Road.
Additional information can be
found at www.citizensforanelectedmayor.com.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg are longtime residents of Cleveland
Heights. Contact them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

Michael Bennett, a 29-year resident of
Cleveland Heights, is secretary of Citizens for an Elected Mayor.

Helping display and
preserve your
art and memories
since 1973
Treatments for everything from
everyday to extraordinary
Beautiful art for sale
Displays and shadowboxes

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

Solutions for large and
hard-to-frame items

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

Get $20 off on framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

216-397-7671

woodtraderframing.com

GRAMMY WINNER
IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS!
Best Classical Solo Vocal Album
Songs of Orpheus
Karim Sulayman
Jeannette Sorrell
Apollo’s Fire
af1819_heightsObserver_grammy.indd 1
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Opinion

Books can inform, inspire and unite
the common
good

Susie Kaeser

Ari Klein and I are the conveners
of the Heights Coalition for Public
Education, where we have observed
that discussing a book can lead to a
shared understanding of complex
issues, and set the stage for action.
More than 160 parents, teachers
and others, mostly from Cleveland
Heights and University Heights,
read and digested Reign of Error:
The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the Threat to America’s Public
Schools, by Diane Ravitch, in 2014.
The eye-opening discussion brought
out the ways in which public education is under attack. It led the readers to establish the coalition, which
exists to resist destructive education
policy.
Last month, 60 people met at
Heights Middle School to discuss
another book, Daniel Koretz’s The

Testing Charade: Pretending to Make
Schools Better. It was a diverse gathering of retired, practicing and preservice teachers from our district and
14 other districts, university faculty,
parents, community advocates, all
five members of the CH-UH board of
education and state board of education member Meryl Johnson.
Everyday wisdom might suggest
that people are too busy to read a
book and leave home to talk about
it, and too comfortable using social
media to engage in a 90-minute
conversation with strangers on uncomfortable stools in a middle school
cafeteria. Not so! These motivated
readers came for support, catharsis,
a chance to be heard, and to search
for a way out of a terrible mess.
As people streamed in, they recorded on charts the concerns that
brought them to the meeting: worries about our youth and our future,
unhappiness about excessive testing
and its effects on students and teachers, and interest in fixing the testing
problem.
The readers were affected by the
book and the personal horror stories

shared around each table about the
alarming consequences of test-based
accountability, including stressed-out
and frightened children, disregard
for children’s individuality, pressure
on teachers to compromise, and the
loss of recess and art to time spent on
raising test scores. Tests have become
the meaning and purpose of education. Tests diminish teachers and
undermine the dignity of education
professionals.
At the end of the evening, representatives of each table reported
on how the book and discussion had
changed their understanding of highstakes testing. One group felt validated about their concerns. Another
appreciated its new-found vocabulary
for explaining why testing is not an
accurate measure. “I thought the
problem was too much instructional
time lost to testing,” said school
board president Jodi Sourini. “Now
I know it’s so much bigger.”
I approached this project fatigued by the wearying reality that
high-stakes testing is causing deep
damage. Despite six years of coalition advocacy, the negative effects

have only worsened. The discussion
renewed my sense of urgency and
made me proud of the coalition
for its contributions to increasing
awareness.
Our book discussions bring
together the community and those
who are affected by the issues. They
provide a venue for meaningful discussion of dangerous policies. The
discussions end isolation and promote
deeper understanding, and they give
participants the courage to act.
Policies are dry on paper and often appear innocuous, but listening
to those who live with those policies
will drive you out of your comfort
zone and, it is hoped, into action.
We have to end high-stakes testing. I hope our dedicated, informed
and courageous readers will share
their understanding of the “testing charade” with their neighbors,
friends and elected officials. This is
how we will dislodge this destructive
threat to the common good.
Susie Kaeser has been a public school
advocate and resident of Cleveland
Heights for 40 years. She is co-convener
of the Heights Coalition for Public
Education and the retired director of
Reaching Heights.
futureheights continued from page 1

Jurca, an associate director of
Kent State University’s Cleveland
Urban Design Collaborative; and
participants of the Making Our
Own Spaces (MOOS) program,
which focuses on engaging and
empowering middle and high
school students with the skills to
transform their neighborhoods’
public spaces.
The event, which begins at 7
p.m., is free and open to the public,
but reservations are required. For
more information and to RSVP,
visit www.futureheights.org or call
216-320-1423.

Heights Libraries
Is Here for You,
Wherever You Are
“I’m Native American – Southern Cheyenne – and what the
library enables me to do is reclaim my Native identity. There are
so many books by and about Native Americans that are worth
reading. Heights Libraries enables me to gain that knowledge,
to reclaim my identity, and to sometimes share that knowledge
with the community. That knowledge is at my fingertips,
and the library staff is here to help me find it. The library is
valuable just for that reason – preserving knowledge for
present and future generations.”

Sruti Basu is the director of community-building programs at FutureHeights.

— Josh Hunt

“I live and work in the community,
and I come over to the library just
about every day, because just about
everything I want is over here. And if
the library doesn’t have what I need,
I can go to my account and order
videos and books and so on. I bring
my grandchildren here afterschool
so they can play in the Children’s
area. They always have a wonderful
time: they go on the computer and
do their homework and mingle with
students from the elementary school
right across the street. We all really
enjoy coming to the library – there’s
a lot to do here.”
— Shahada Raheem

Visit us in person,
online, or in the
community.
www.heightslibrary.org
(216) 932-3600
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University Heights News

UH unveils redesigned website

MJM Window Restoration

Preserve the historic look of your home.
. sticky windows . cracked glass
. broken ropes . weather stripping

(216) 321-7729 • mjmwindowrestoration.com

Rebranding continues in University Heights as the city has unveiled a redesigned website,
intended to be more user friendly. The new www.universityheights.com is updated with
the new city logo, new colors, new fonts and new photographs. Launched on Feb. 13,
the UH website includes new features, such as “contact us” forms and overnight parking
requests. Additional improvements are planned for 2019.

University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
JANUARY 22, 2019
Present were Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan, Vice Mayor Susan Pardee, and council members Pamela Cameron (arrived at
7:30 p.m.), Phil Ertel, John Rach, Michele
Weiss and Mark Wiseman. Steven Sims
was absent. Also present were Luke McConville, law director, and Kelly Thomas,
clerk of council. The meeting was held
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Mayor’s comments
Mayor Brennan announced that, because
of issues with the chair lift in city hall (only
one bid was received to replace it) and
concerns that a replacement won’t solve
the issue, council meetings will be held, for
the time being, in the public meeting room
at the CH-UH Board of Education building
at 2155 Miramar Blvd.
Fair Housing, BZA appointments
Patti Carlyle has been reappointed to the
University Heights Fair Housing Commission, which was re-established in May.
Three people were appointed in staggered terms, with Carlyle’s term being
the first to expire. (The commission has not
had reason to meet yet.) Ann Mannen and
Kelly Jablonski have been reappointed to
the city’s Board of Zoning Appeals Commission for a two-year term beginning Feb.
1. (Linda Johnson has resigned from her
seat, leaving an additional opening.
Inspection permitting fines
Building Commissioner James McReynolds
noted the inconvenience and cost to the
building department due to people not
showing up for their scheduled inspections. McConville repeated Sim’s concern at the previous meeting that fines
be applied uniformly. Council approved
McReynolds’ request to levy a fine of
$100 when a person fails to show up for
a third time.
Fair housing violation complaint
McConville reported that the Fair Housing Center had filed a complaint of fair
housing violations by one landlord. The
landlord has replied that the charges are
false and that the code is unconstitutional
by being overly broad.
Online parking system
Police Chief Rogers announced that the
online parking permission site, allowing
people to request parking exceptions for
overnight or special circumstance parking,
should be available next week.
Service department updates
Mayor Brennan reported that tree pruning
and tree removal is continuing throughout
the winter, and leaf collection will resume
in April. In the meantime, homeowners

can bag their leaves and leave them
with the trash.
Upcoming infrastructure projects
City Engineer Joe Ciuni reported that,
starting in February, East Ohio Gas will
be replacing gas lines—approximately
four miles of pipes.
Susan Drucker, economic development director, announced that grant
applications are being accepted for
storefront and curb appeal improvements
for small businesses in a one-year trial
program. Patrick Grogan-Myers, housing
and community development director, is
meeting with the Cedar Taylor Merchant
Association about potential new design
elements. He also reported that NOACA’s
Livable Communities Initiative is looking at
the Taylor Road Corridor to make it more
amenable to all types of transportation,
including bicycles.
LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.
FEBRUARY 4, 2019 – No LWV observer
was available to cover this council meeting.
LWV observers needed
Would you like to help the League of
Women Voters cover our local governing
bodies (city councils of both Cleveland
Heights and University Heights, the Cleveland Heights-University Heights school
board, and the Heights Libraries board)?
The only requirement for LWV observers
is that they be impartial and unaffiliated
with any political campaign associated
with the body covered.
Democracy is healthier when citizens
exercise stewardship of their governing
bodies, and the LWV observer program
is designed for that purpose. If interested, please contact Maryann Barnes
at mbarnes@lwvgreatercleveland.org.
Look for earlier, and often expanded, postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.

1503 Warrensville Center Road
South Euclid

Spring on over to
WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE,
and get your car ready for
the warmer weather
ahead!

To receive email postings of full reports, send
an email to heights@lwvgreatercleveland.
org or join through Google groups using
“lwv-chuh observer reports” as a search
phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public meetings and are not official statements of the
Heights Chapter of the League of Women
Voters of Greater Cleveland. This disclaimer
must accompany any redistribution of these
reports.
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Cleveland Heights News

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

Cleveland Heights City Council

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

meeting highlights

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

JANUARY 22, 2019
Council members present were Mayor
Carol Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow,
Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein
and Michael N. Ungar. The seventh seat is
unoccupied. The meeting lasted from 7:33
to 8:53 p.m.

216-319-0430

Public comments
Immigration Task Force report: Robin Koslen,
who served on the task force, inquired about
the disposition of the report and Council
Member Seren’s proposed legislation. She
mentioned detainers, warrants and referrals
to United States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), and the possible compromise of utilizing a third party between the
police and ICE. During the mayor’s report,
Mayor Roe responded that the task force
report has been completed and shared, and
that it includes, but is not limited to, policies
related to immigration enforcement. There
has not been consensus on an ordinance.
She added that bias-free policies are being
implemented.
Master plan and council priorities
City Manager Briley presented the 2018
fourth-quarter update for the master plan
and council priorities. She noted that this
is a multi-year plan and the priorities are
ongoing. Highlights included the public
dashboard on the city website, realignment of council committees, the formation
of a citywide community reinvestment area
(CRA), restructuring of joint meetings of the
council and school board, and the naming
of FutureHeights as the Community Development Corporation (CDC) for the city. She
noted that crime was down in the fourth
quarter. Briley praised the work of the city
staff in 2018 and concluded, “The master
plan lives and breathes.”
	Mayor Roe asked Briley how to respond
to citizens who ask why the city is working
on Top of the Hill and not Severance. Briley
replied that this is not an either/or situation,
and that there has been a lot of city staff
engagement with the new ownership of
Severance Mall.

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

One step away from an amazing smile

Municipal broadband feasibility
Council authorized the city manager to
issue a request for proposals for a study
of the feasibility of municipal broadband.
Council Member Stein pointed out that a
knowledgeable citizen has spoken twice to
council about this. Briley replied that requesting qualifications does not commit the city to
any particular action.

FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE DENTISTRY
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY
• Warm and welcoming office
• Comfortable stress-free visits
• Life-changing smile makeovers
• Tailored to busy families
• Experience digital dental technologies
Mention this ad for a free exam for:
• Clear Correct Braces
• Snoring & Sleep Apnea Testing
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

216.321.2545

Council seat applications
Stein announced that 41 citizens have applied to fill the unoccupied seat on council.
Applications can be read on line (www.
clevelandheights.com/1144/city-council-applicants). The applicants will be interviewed
on video with the assistance of the League
of Women Voters. Council intends to fill the
seat as soon as possible.

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

Board and commission appointments
and openings
Re-appointments were announced to the
Citizens Advisory Committee, Landmark Commission, and Parks and Recreation Commission. Stein noted there are many openings on
boards and commissions and urged residents
to consider applying.

Summer Ruffing It!
S U M M E R C A M P S F O R AG E S 1 8 M O N T H S - G R A D E 8

CDBG funds
Council approved resolutions to provide Year
44 Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funding to Family Connections of

June 17- July 26, 2019
For more information or to register online please go to: ruffingmontessori.net/camps

Northeast Ohio for its Parent Café Program
($5,000) and to Open Doors Academy for
its Pathways to Independence enrichment
program at Cleveland Heights High School
($10,000).
Top of the Hill
Council Member Ungar said that “a ton is
going on” with this project and that a new
set of plans for the Top of the Hill would be
posted soon on the city website for citizen
comment prior to the next Architectural Board
of Review meeting.
Charter Review Commission
A public meeting of the Charter Review
Commission was announced for Jan. 24, at
the Community Center. A summary guide
to charter changes is available on the city
website.
Refuse and Recycling Task Force
Council passed a resolution establishing a Refuse and Recycling Task Force and prescribing its composition (13 members, including
10 residents and three designated by the city
manager), duration, and purpose and duties.
Interested citizens are urged to apply.
Mayor’s report
Mayor Roe commented about a recent
meeting about the Noble Corridor hosted
by FutureHeights. Detailed information about
the Noble Corridor is available at www.
futureheights.org.
LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
FEBRUARY 4, 2019
Council members present were Mayor
Carol Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow,
Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein
and Michael N. Ungar. The seventh seat is
unoccupied. The meeting lasted from 7:32
to 7:54 p.m.
Ready Certify designation presentation
The Cuyahoga County Office of Emergency
Management presented Fire Chief Dave
Freeman with a plaque certifying that the
city’s safety forces had achieved a local
level of readiness for major incidents, including a written operations plan for large-scale
emergencies. Ready Certify is a voluntary
program for cities, villages, townships and
organizations that provides objective evaluation of the participating entity’s emergency
management program. Cleveland Heights
joins an “elite club” of 23 communities and
large organizations that have completed
Ready Certify.
Housing Code
On second reading, Council amended the
section of the Housing Code titled “Family”
to read as follows: ‘Family’ means a group
of individuals who function as a single, cohesive household. The procedure to determine
whether a group of individuals constitutes a
family shall follow Section 1103.04 of the
Zoning Code.
Fair housing
On second reading, council amended the
city code to include age along with other
classes to protect citizens’ access to housing,
employment, education and public accommodations.
LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

3380 FAIRMOUNT BOULEVARD : CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118
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Cleveland Heights News
uH mayor continued from page 1

new heights.”
Brennan reported that he restored the city’s safety forces in 2018,
starting with the fire department.
Under Fire Chief Robert Perko, the
UHFD has made equipment improvements, and reopened the Fire
Prevention and Education Bureau.
Understaffed for years, the department has now achieved a safe minimum staffing level.
At the UH police department,
Police Chief Dustin Rogers also
increased staffing. The department
created the Office of Community
Policing, and hosted its first-ever
National Night Out event.
Turning to the Building and
Housing departments, Brennan said
the city is improving its housing
stock.
“On day one,” Brennan said, “we
required banks foreclosing on houses
to bring the exteriors up to code. In
the first month, we brought in Michael Astrab . . . and gave him a new
mandate to use the courts to clean up
our housing stock.”
Brennan outlined the tax abatement program for home improvements, available now through the
city’s Community Reinvestment Area
designation. “The CRA will allow
people to make the home they want
in the community they already love,”
Brennan said.
Brennan reported the continuing
overhaul of the rental registration
program, started in 2018. In addition,
landlords will be required to maintain
insurance on their properties.
“We will increase inspections at
rentals where code compliance is a
problem,” Brennan said, “and reward
landlords who consistently comply.”
The past year also saw the creation of the city’s first Economic
Development Department, headed
by Susan Drucker, the former mayor
of Solon. Under Drucker, the city
participated in Small Business Saturday, and a list of available commercial
properties has been made available
to developers. Drucker is currently
working on storefront renovation,
and revising the zoning code.
Larger city projects are a priority,
including improving Cedar-Taylor,
and redeveloping University Square.
“Our city remains willing to repeal the special assessments on this
property . . . once the owners have a
developer with a plan worthy of the
site and the city,” Brennan said. “I
know your patience is running thin.
Mine is, too. Economic development
is no longer something we wait to
have happen. It is now something we
make happen. And we will make this
[redevelopment] happen.”
In reviewing the new city logo
and rebranding effort, Brennan an-

nounced plans for new signs at the
community park. “Our park needs a
name, one that honors community
service,” he said. With that, Brennan renamed the park after the only
person who has served the city under
the last four mayors—Walter Stinson.
“Walter, you are an inspiration to
us all,” Brennan said.
Brennan then addressed challenges facing University Heights,
including a cramped and out-of-date
City Hall, as well as poor facilities for
the Service, Police and Fire departments.
Brennan reviewed the crisis he
inherited in the city’s finance department.
When he arrived at City Hall last
January, Brennan found a finance department that had not been balancing
its books, or even paying bills. “We
were all told the city had a $2.5 million surplus . . . but that number was
nothing more than a sleight of hand,”
Brennan said.
Under James Goffe, the new finance director, the city is now paying
its bills, balancing the checkbook and
implementing best practices. “The
new finance department saved our
hides,” Brennan said.
Looking ahead, Brennan proposed naming the city’s Community
Investment Corporation the “City
Beautiful Commission,” saying it
would work to restore beautiful
homes and build new ones.
As for the Wiley Middle School
site, Brennan committed to work
with the Cleveland Heights-University Heights school board to determine
its future.
Brennan said he aims to take the
loss of one community asset, and turn
it into a new one, citing Lakewood’s
experience in turning a former hospital site into new community space
and mixed-use development.
Brennan also found inspiration
in the history of University Heights
where, in 1941, Mayor Earl Aurelius
transformed a nine-hole golf course
into May’s on the Heights.
“We have a once-in-a-generation
opportunity,” Brennan said. “It’s 12
acres to build something that will improve our community for decades, to
create jobs, to create new businesses,
and new municipal and school board
facilities.”
These things will not happen
overnight, Brennan said. “But they
must happen. And working together,
we will make them happen.”
“We have a great history,” Brennan said, “but for University Heights,
the best is yet to come.”
Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

Cleveland Heights council seat applicant
interviews are posted on city’s website
Blanche Valancy

The League of Women Voters
(LWV) of Greater Cleveland,
Heights Chapter, conducted nonpartisan video interviews of 34
applicants for the vacant seat on
Cleveland Heights City Council.
Both the applications and
LWV’s video interviews are available for public viewing at www.
clevelandheights.com/1144/city-council-applicants.
Former CH Council Member
Cheryl Stephens vacated the seat
on Nov. 26, after being elected to
represent District 10 on Cuyahoga
County Council.
The six current Cleveland
Heights council members will view
the video interviews as they decide
whom to appoint to Stephens’
council seat.
[Editor’s note: Stephens had
been re-elected to a third four-year
term in November 2017. Whomever council appoints to her seat
will serve out the remainder of
2019. The appointee will have
to run for election in November
2019, to serve out the remainder
of Stephens’ unexpired term.
According to the writers of this
article, six of a total of 41 applicants withdrew from consideration
prior to the interview stage of the
process, and another applicant
did not show up for the scheduled
interview. E-mails and/or phone
calls to city staff to confirm this
information were unreturned as
of press time.]
This LWV-interview process
was created in 2016, the last time
a CH council seat was vacant between local elections. Council felt
the involvement of a strictly nonpartisan organization would produce better results than if council
conducted the interviews itself. It
was Stephens who developed it, in
consultation with the LWV and
chapter member Katie Solender,
who interviewed the then 12 applicants.

This time, the field of applicants required three LWV volunteer members, Khaliah FisherGrace, Kathy Petrey and Blanche
Valancy, who worked with Susanna
Niermann-O’Neil, vice city manager, and Steve Barker, digital and
GovTV program coordinator.
LWV Heights Chapter members developed the questions,
which are similar to those asked
of candidates responding to the
VOTE411 process that LWV uses
to create its voters guides for general elections. Among the questions were:
• W hy do you want to serve on
council?
• What skills, qualities and previous civic activities do you bring
to the table?
• What do you see as the top two
or three issues or opportunities
facing CH?
• What are your opinions about
incentives to developers, such as
tax abatements, tax increment
financing, and the free or below
market conveyance of city-owned
property?
Each interview was limited to
10 minutes. Niermann-O’Neil received and oriented each applicant,
and LWV interviewers asked the
questions off-camera.
The inter views took place
between Jan. 31 and Feb. 6, at CH
City Hall.
LWV is a nonpartisan organization dedicated to informing
the public about the election
process and the individuals who
are asking to represent citizens in
government. Its members do not
support or oppose candidates or
political parties. LWV welcomes
new members. For more information, visit www.lwvgreatercleveland.org.
Blanche Valancy is voter services chair
and Robin Koslen is co-chair of membership and leadership development of
the Heights Chapter of the League of
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland.

FAST Residential Tax Appeal Appraisal Service
Call us today for a quote!
216-932-4663
Or visit our website at:

ClevelandHomeAppraisal.com
Additional Services Include: Divorce, Market Value,
Estate, Probate, & Bankruptcy Appraisals

New Clients
30 Days of
Unlimited
Classes!

"I love you guys! I can’t believe
what you’ve done for my body already!"
—Olivia M.

$50

($150 value)

Advertise in the Heights Observer.
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Community News

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Talk addresses problem of non-native plants

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

GREATEST HAPPY HOUR
4-7pm Sun–Fri

Get yer margarita on!
Delivery with ubereats,
delivermefood & doordash

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

P. Spaeth

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Plants have been moving around the
globe for millennia, hitching rides on
mammals, traveling through avian digestive systems, and riding the wind.
Explorers collected them on one
continent for agricultural, medicinal
and other uses on another.
Gardeners and nurseries have
cultivated species to feed and delight
us. The taste of a delicious Evercrisp
apple and the fragrance of lilacs, native to Eastern Europe and Asia, are
unquestioned pleasures.
But plant migration and cultivation have had unintended consequences throughout most of the
world. Each continent struggles with
non-native species that have become
aggressive and invasive, and threaten
healthy habitat and biodiversity.
Many plants that we’ve invited into
our gardens are now domineering,
unwanted and dangerous guests in
our native ecoregions.
An in-depth look at identifying,
removing and replacing invasive plant
species, “Plant This, Not That,” will
be presented on March 21, 7 p.m., in
the Brody/Nelson Room at the Lee
Road Library.
Our own yards and public spaces
are the geography we can most affect. There is not enough land in the
national parks and wildlife refuges
to support native insects and migratory birds in the face of agriculture

Donald Cameron

Peggy Spaeth

Plant this: Ilex verticillata (winterberry).

Not that: Berberis thunbergii (Japanese
barberry).

monocultures and pesticides, so we
must reconstruct healthy habitats in
our own yards and public spaces.
Why do non-native species pose
such a threat? They grow unchecked
by insects, birds, and other plants that
compete with them for space. Many create monocultures that are food deserts
for native insects and birds. Biodiversity
is important to all life on earth.
Chinese privet is an example of a
common Ohio hedge that has negative consequences for healthy habitat.
Introduced to the United States in
1852 as an ornamental shrub, it rarely
stays in its planted rows. Birds eat and
spread the berries, which are less nutritious but more common than our
native shrub berries. A walk around
Lower Lake in the Shaker Parklands
reveals privet of all sizes dominating the shrub layer. Privet also leafs
out earlier in the spring than native
shrubs, preventing native wildflowers
from blooming by shading them.
Japanese barberry, another common yard plant here, is also fastspreading, both by root and by
bird- and rodent-carried berries. It is
associated with higher populations
of deer ticks (a threat to humans)

because tick-carrying mice can safely
avoid predators among the thorns of
the barberry.
What can we do in our yards and
public spaces? We can garden with
native trees, shrubs, vines, ferns and
flowering plants. We can increase
biodiversity and provide food and
homes for native insects that are food
for native birds. As entomologist and
author Doug Tallamy advises, “Garden as if life depends on it.”
We can learn what non-native
plants are in our yards, and remove
and replace them as possible. The
state of Ohio publishes lists of invasive plants, including those whose
selling is banned. Replace privet with
the native holly inkberry. Replace
burning bush with highbush blueberry that also has spectacular fall
color.
The March 21 program is one
of a free series of talks on ecological
gardening. For information about
upcoming talks, visit www.doanbrookpartnership.org/upcoming-programs/
events.
Peggy Spaeth is co-chair, with John Barber, of Friends of Lower Lake.

LWV Forum will explore
impact of school vouchers
Maryann Barnes

Be an
artist this
summer
2019 Pre-College Program
Jul 7–19 and Jul 21–Aug 2
At CIA’s Pre-College program, you’ll spend two or four
weeks using the tools and processes only available to
our students while experiencing what it’s like to attend
a college of art and design. And you’ll earn college
credits while building your portfolio. View course
listings and learn more at cia.edu/pre-college.
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The League of Women Voters
(LWV) invites the public to a
forum on Ohio’s school voucher
programs and their local effects, to
be held on Thursday, March 14, 7
p.m., at Heights Libraries’ Lee Road
Branch, 2345 Lee Road.
Susie Kaeser, a Cleveland
Heights LWV member and coconvener of the Heights Coalition
for Public Education, will offer an
overview of Ohio’s voucher policies and concerns. James Posch, a
member of the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Board of Education (BOE), will address how
voucher policies have affected our
local public schools.
After their presentations, Kaeser and Posch will be joined by Scott
Gainer, treasurer and CFO of the
CH-UH City School District, and
Meryl Johnson, a member of the
Ohio State BOE, representing District 11, for a panel discussion moderated by Jayne Geneva, past chair
of the Lay Finance Committee for
the CH-UH BOE. The panel will
answer written questions submitted
by the audience.
10

Since 2003, the Ohio legislature
has created four education voucher
programs that transfer public funds
to religious and other privateeducation providers. The EdChoice
vouchers are linked to high-stakes
testing. While vouchers are mandated by the Ohio General Assembly,
they are funded by monies allocated
to local school districts. The policy
has significant implications for local
school districts, school funding, and
oversight of public funds.
LWV of Ohio has long held the
position that public funds should
be used only for public schools,
and that the public elementary and
secondary education funding system
should be “accountable and responsive to the taxpayers.”
The forum is presented by the
Heights Chapter of the League of
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland, and co-sponsored by the
Heights Coalition for Public Education, the CH-UH Council of PTAs,
and Reaching Heights.
Maryann Barnes is chair of the Heights
Chapter of the League of Women Voters
of Greater Cleveland.
www.heightsobserver.org

community News

Beth El invites community
to two March events

Making the Heights more bicycle friendly
Life cycle

Carol Bruml

Heights Bicycle Coalition (HBC)
traces its history back to May 2010,
after an application submitted to
the League of American Bicyclists
resulted in Cleveland Heights being recognized with an Honorable
Mention as a Bicycle Friendly Community. The goals of HBC were to
help make the Heights even more
bicycle friendly and inspire residents
to use bicycles for commuting and
recreation.
To that end, in October 2010,
HBC leaders met with officials from
University Circle Inc. (UCI) and the
city of Cleveland Heights to ask
for improved bicycle connectivity
between the Heights and University Circle, which has had some of
the largest employment growth in
the state of Ohio. Many Heights
residents work in the Circle, which
now connects nicely to downtown
Cleveland thanks to the Health Line
and bike lanes on Euclid Avenue.
Heights bicycle commuters wanted
their ride to work to be safer and
more convenient.
Everyone agreed that encouraging bicycling between the Heights
and the Circle was a good idea.
For example, UCI President Chris
Ronayne cited the high cost of
building garages for cars, and noted
that the opportunity for institutions
to expand had been compromised
when much of the limited supply
of land in the Circle was used for
parking.
Fast forward to today. After six
years of planning and raising funds,
much-improved routes are now in
place, with more improvements to
come. Here’s some of what’s been
accomplished.
• Edgehill Road between Overlook
Road in the Heights and Murray
Hill Road in Little Italy, which
had deteriorated badly with cracks
and holes that could disable cars
and topple cyclists, was repaved in
2013. The road was painted with
a buffered bike lane (the first in
Northeast Ohio) going uphill and
sharrows (share the road symbols)
going downhill.
• Sharrows now adorn many roads
around town. The first to be added
were on Euclid Heights Boulevard
in 2010, after HBC members went
to CH City Council with the suggestion.
• North Park Boulevard acquired
bike lanes in 2015, connecting the
Heights to the Circle via Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. In 2017,
those lanes were buffered, thanks
to a Northeast Ohio Areawide
Coordinating Agency (NOACA)
implementation grant.
• The Lake to Lakes Trail, running
along Ambler Ravine and Fairhill
Road from the western terminus

courtesy hbc

Heights Bicycle Coalition

The League of American Bicyclists first recognized Cleveland Heights as a bronze-level
Bicycle Friendly Community in 2013.

of the existing all-purpose path
along the Shaker Lower Lake at
Coventry Road and North Park
Boulevard, offers another bikeand pedestrian-friendly route to
University Circle, downtown and
other points in Cleveland, and to
Lake Erie via the Cultural Gardens.
Completed in 2016, it includes a
bike fix-it station at the Coventryand-North Park trailhead.
• In 2016, the city of Cleveland
added a bike lane going uphill on
Mayfield Road from Little Italy to
the Heights.
• In 2018, the multipurpose trail
on the south side of Cedar Glen
Parkway between Harcourt Road
in the Heights and Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard in the Circle
was completed.
What lies ahead?
• The free BlueLink shuttle that
runs through the Circle, then up
Mayfield Road to Coventry Road
before circling back to the Circle,
will soon have a bike rack, and the
Ohio Department of Transportation will be adding signage along
the route this summer to promote
it.
• The hilltop intersection of Overlook and Edgehill roads will be
repaved and reconfigured starting
this spring to make it easier for all
users—automobiles, pedestrians,
bicyclists—to navigate, and to
reduce stormwater runoff.
These are highlights of progress
that has mainly improved connections between University Circle
and the Heights. Thanks especially
to the Cleveland and Cleveland
Heights Planning and Public Works
departments for making this all happen, including gaining funding from
NOACA and others.
There’s more progress to celebrate around the Heights. Watch
for more in future columns.

Carol Brumi is communications chair
at Beth El and editor of the syngogue’s
newsletter.

Learn about revitalization plans for Noble
Road at community meeting on April 4
Sruti Basu

On April 4, FutureHeights will host
a community meeting to share plans
that are taking shape for the Noble
Road commercial corridor, and gather community input. At the meeting, which will take place at 7 p.m.
at McGregor Home, 14900 Private
Drive in East Cleveland, the project
consultants—Camiros LTD and The
Riddle Company—will present their
research and ideas to the community.
Noble Road is the most significant street in the northeast section
of Cleveland Heights, giving its name
to an area known as the “Noble
Neighborhood.” FutureHeights, in
cooperation with several community partners, kicked off a planning
study of Noble Road in fall 2018.
The study will comprise a market
analysis and revitalization plan for
the commercial/mixed-use districts
along the Noble Road Corridor. The
many goals of the study include revitalizing the corridor, enhancing the
neighborhood’s image and improving
residents’ quality of life.
“FutureHeights is working in
partnership with the cities of Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland,
Noble Neighbors, Northeast Ohio
Alliance for Hope (NOAH), and GE
Lighting on the study,” said Deanna
Bremer Fisher, executive director of
FutureHeights. “Our hope is that the
study will result in a revitalization
plan for Noble Road that is both
exciting and actionable. Noble Road
is the ‘front door’ to a charming
neighborhood. A revitalized Noble
Road should attract new residents

Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3
nonprofit dedicated to educating and
encouraging Heights community members to use bicycles as a sustainable and
healthy form of transportation and
recreation. This article was written by
Mary Dunbar with assistance from the
coalition’s Communications Committee
and president.
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The foreclosure crisis wreaked havoc
on many American cities—Detroit,
Flint, Youngstown and Cleveland
are prime examples. Beth El-The
Heights Synagogue will present a
Lunch and Learn event on the subject
after services on Saturday, March 16,
at 12:15 p.m. The luncheon and talk
are free and open to all.
Robin Dubin, professor emerita
in economics at the Weatherhead
School of Management at Case
Western Reserve University, will be
the featured speaker.
In her talk, “Saving Our Older
Cities,” Dubin will discuss the
causes of population decline in many
of the nation’s cities, including the
wildcat lending that preceded the
foreclosure crisis, resulting in an
epidemic of vacant and abandoned
properties.
To rebuild cities, Dubin proposes the use of voluntary moves (as
opposed to eminent domain) to reconcentrate existing population into
population centers. Her presentation
will include the costs and benefits of
this approach.

The synagogue is located at 2146
Desota Ave., Cleveland Heights
44118.
On Wednesday, March 20, Beth
El invites the community to another
March event—a Purim evening service
and reading of the Megillah at Mitchell’s Ice Cream Factory, 1867 West 25th
Street in Ohio City, at 7:45 p.m.
Those planning to attend the
Purim event should allow at least 35
minutes to get to Mitchell’s. Parking
is available at the West Side Market
parking lot and on neighborhood
streets.
This event is open to the public,
with a suggested donation of $5 to
$10 per person. Please also consider
a donation for Matanot La-Evyonim
(gifts to the poor).
As usual, the whole Megillah will
be read. Costumes are welcomed, but
not required. Silly hats and noisemakers are strongly encouraged.
For more information about
these events, and to make reservations, call 216-320-9667.
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and businesses to the area.”
This will be the consultants’ third
visit to Cleveland Heights, and the
second community meeting for the
project. At the first meeting, held
on Jan. 17, the consultants presented
broad directions and preliminary
ideas. Follow-up small-group meetings,
along with an online survey on the
FutureHeights website, have enabled
residents to give feedback on the proposals. In addition, FutureHeights has
convened a 13-member steering committee, comprising residents, business
owners and other stakeholders.
At the April 4 meeting, the
consultants will present revised
strategies for corridor revitalization,
including proposed infrastructure
improvements, place-making ideas,
infill development opportunities
and potential business recruitment
programs.
“This project will only be a success if we are able to engage as many
Noble residents and stakeholders as
possible throughout the planning
process,” said Bremer Fisher. “FutureHeights is working with volunteers
from Noble Neighbors and NOAH to
facilitate online surveys, focus groups
and neighborhood meetings to hear
from residents and business owners to
understand the assets and challenges
of the neighborhood, as well as their
ideas for the future.”
To learn more about the project,
visit www.futureheights.org or www.
nobleneighbors.com, call 216-320-1423, or
e-mail sbasu@futureheights.org.
Sruti Basu is the director of communitybuilding programs at FutureHeights.
www.heightsobserver.org

Community News

March 4 fundraiser to benefit all-volunteer food and clothing bank
A March 4 fundraiser at Lopez
Southwest Restaurant is planned to
raise awareness of, and donations
for, The Father Michael Wittman
Ozanam Center.
This all-volunteer food pantry
and clothing bank, located at the
St. Philomena campus of Communion of Saints Parish, operates with
the support of volunteers from 15
churches and other organizations
on Cleveland’s East Side, including
Cleveland Heights’ Communion of
Saints Parish and Church of the
Saviour.
A registered agency with the
Greater Cleveland Food Bank, the
center operates every Saturday, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Each week it provides 75 families with free food
and clothing. It has been serving
families in East Cleveland and the
surrounding area since 2006.
The original center was established at the former Christ the
King Church on Noble Road in
memory of the late Father Michael
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Carol Iott

The food pantry is located in the basement of the St. Philomena Church rectory in East Cleveland.

Wittman, who was known for
his outreach and commitment to
neighbors in need throughout East
Cleveland and Cleveland Heights.
The center moved to its current
location in 2010, when four Catholic
parishes—St. Ann, St. Lewis, St.

Philomena, and Christ the King—
were consolidated into the current
Communion of Saints Parish.
With ongoing demands for
food and clothing, the center will
hold its first fundraiser on Monday,
March 4, 5–9 p.m., at Lopez, 2196

Lee Road in Cleveland Heights. All
tips on purchases that evening will
go toward the continued operation
of the center. The event will also
feature a Chinese auction, and
musical entertainment provided
by local favorite The Rifferees.
“We hope Heights residents
will join us for a night of fun in support of those in need in our community,” said Annette Cappaert,
event co-chair and board member
of the center. “We want to make
sure that people in the Heights
are familiar with the work of the
Father Michael Wittman Ozanam
Center so they can lend their support, whether through financial
contributions or donated items,
or just by spreading the word to
those who could benefit from our
free services.”
For more information, e-mail
cliott216@yahoo.com, or call 708606-0863.
Carol Iott, a Cleveland Heights resident for 13 years, is a member of Communion of Saints Parish.

Free tour and program will celebrate
iconic synagogue
Ellen Petler

During its 150th anniversary year,
Park Synagogue is celebrating the
art and architecture of Park Synagogue Main in Cleveland Heights,
designed by the world-renowned
architect, Eric Mendelsohn.
On Sunday, March 10, the community is invited to a free program
at, and about, this iconic space,
located at 3300 Mayfield Road, in
Cleveland Heights.
In “Park 150: Celebrating the
Art & Architecture of Park Synagogue,” Samantha Baskind, professor of art history at Cleveland State
University, will highlight many of
the significant works of art in the
exceptional collection that hangs
in the building. Steven Litt, Plain
Dealer art and architecture editor,
will discuss Mendelsohn’s innovative and symbolic architectural
designs for the synagogue.
Attendees are invited to take
self-guided tours before and after
the program, and attend the reception that will follow the talk by
Baskind and Litt.
Doors will open at 12:30 p.m., and
the program will begin at 1 p.m.
While the program is free and
open to all, RSVPs are requested,
by March 5, via e-mail (epetler@
parksyn.org) or phone (216-3712244 ext. 122).
Ellen Petler is Park Synagogue’s program and volunteer director.

Advertise in the
Heights Observer.
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COURTESY KARA HAMLEY O’DONNELL

Heights High Swim Cadets live ‘Glam Life’ in annual show

THe 2019 Heights High Swim Cadets.

Kara Hamley O’Donnell and Mary Pat Jolivette

The Cleveland Heights High School
Swim Cadets, a 14-member synchronized swim team, will present its 2019
annual show Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 28 through March 2, at 7 p.m.
Performances take place at the
Heights High pool, at 13263 Cedar
Road (entrance on west side of the
building). Tickets, $9, are available
from Cadet members in advance, and
at the door. The show will also be
livestreamed on Friday, March 1, on
the school district’s YouTube channel,
www.youtube.com/chuhschools, where it
will remain for future viewing.

This year, the school’s oldest
extracurricular club celebrates its
80th anniversary with the theme,
“Swim Cadets Live the Glam Life.”
Since 1939, Swim Cadets have been
a part of Heights High’s rich history,
starting as a girls club to help around
the pool and gym, and evolving into a
highly organized team that produces
yearly themed shows, choreographed
to music and lights, complete with
costume changes.
Heights High Swim Cadets have
traditions that span the decades,
bonding these girls to the generations
before them. It is not uncommon for

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

1211030

®

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Veggie, Flower &
Herb Seeds

“We wanted an interim superintendent who has a demonstrated
track record of success in leading our
district through transitions. We are
excited to have Dr. Williams lead our
district, and we are fortunate to have
a deep pool of qualified candidates
who could fill the interim role,” said
Board of Education President Jodi
Sourini. “Dr. Williams is a proven
leader, an outstanding educator, and
someone who is universally respected
throughout our school community.”
The BOE is currently undertaking a national search for its next
superintendent. The board expected
to begin interviewing candidates in
February, and have the new superintendent begin on Aug. 1.
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of communications for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District.
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Kara Hamley O’Donnell and Mary Pat
Jolivette are Swim Cadet parents.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

Current Cleveland Heights-University Heights Superintendent Talisa Dixon (left) with Interim Superintendent Brian Williams and CH-UH Board of Education President Jodi Sourini.

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Board of Education (BOE)
has named Brian Williams, longtime
district administrator and current
coordinator of alternative programming at the Options Center, interim
superintendent of the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City
School District.
Williams will assume the interim
role on March 4, the date on which
current Superintendent Talisa Dixon
plans to start her new job as superintendent of the Columbus City School
District.
The BOE unanimously approved
the appointment of Williams at its
meeting on Jan. 30. He will serve
through the end of July, and return
to his role with the Options program
on Aug. 1. Williams is not a candidate
for the superintendent position.

choose and order costumes, working
as a team in and out of the pool.
Spending that much time together makes the girls feel like a
family. Junior Emma Hubbard commented, “Swim Cadets has made me
a much more social and confident
person, and the constant support
from the group of girls can’t be found
anywhere else! If I hadn’t joined,
I wouldn’t have made the closest
friends in my life today.”
Senior Emma Henninge said,
“Swim cadets has changed my life in
the best way possible! It has taught
me the true meaning of girl power.”

Privileged
to help.

BOE names Williams district’s
interim superintendent

Scott Wortman

members to be second- or even thirdgeneration Swim Cadets.
Current club members a re:
seniors Emma Henninge, Georgie
Jolivette, Julia O’Donnell and Brynn
Pierce; junior Emma Hubbard; sophomores: Zoe Burns, Sophia Forniti,
Arden Lindberg, Fiona Macke and
Anna Turner; and freshmen Estelle
Covault, Lily Fawcett-Dubow, Ella
Herr and Sophia Marotta.
The team’s coach is former Swim
Cadet and Heights High graduate
Esther Bergson.
The show is the result of five
months of 12–15 hours of practice per
week. The girls choose the show’s
theme and music, choreograph
the routines, host fundraisers, and
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Growing Soil
Heat Mats
Trays & Pots

$5 OFF

Purchase of $20 or More
Excludes Bremec Bonds, Bulk Goods, Lampe Berger, Delivery, Services,
Firewood, Previous Purchases, Gift Cards, Chemicals, Bagged Goods.
Valid at Bremec on the Heights location only. Expires March 31, 2019

13410 Cedar Rd. Cleveland Hts ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.Bremec.com
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CH-UH Students receive health care at school
T here a re m a ny ba r r ier s t h at
may prevent CH-U H st udents
from receiving appropriate health
care. Some students lack health
insura nce, others may have
tra nspor tation issues, or their
parents may have jobs without
paid time off to care for family
m e m b e r s . T h i s c a n r e s u lt i n
students not receiving the care
they need, or missing school time
because of illness.
To t h e r e s c u e : C l e v e l a n d
Clinic’s Mobile Health Unit. These
vans—literally, a doctor’s office on
wheels—travel to schools in six
districts in and around Cleveland,
including CH-UH. The vans have
visited both Boulevard and Oxford
elementary schools once each week
for the past two years, and will
add Gearity and Noble elementary
schools this spring.
Pamela Taylor, school-based
hea lth center project ma na ger
for the cl in ic, bel ieves that

convenience is the most important
aspect of this program. “We meet
children where they are. Their
parents don’t have to miss any work
and students miss only a minimal
amount of school,” usually only
about 15 minutes or so.
Health professionals perform
well-child visits, vision checks,
f i l l prescr iptions, a nd keep
vaccinations current, among other
ser vices. They also screen for a
variety of conditions, including
mental health issues, and make
necessary referrals.
T he mobi le u n it w i l l send
medical updates to a child’s regular
pediatrician or specialist. “We are
not tr ying to take anyone away
from their current providers; we
just want to fill the gaps in care,”
said Taylor.
Karen Allen, a social worker
at Boulevard, is a big fan of the
program. She described one family
with three children at Boulevard,
one at Heights Middle School, and
another at Heights High, all of

CH-UH schools will host
kindergarten info nights
Cathan Cavanaugh

Beginning Feb. 27, each Cleveland
Hei g hts -Un i ver sit y Hei g hts
City School District elementary
school will host a Kindergarten
Information Night for incoming
and prospective families.
Attendees w i l l have the
opportunity to meet the school
pr i ncipa ls a nd teachers, ask
questions, and tour the buildings.
Several of the schools will also offer
dinner, and childcare or playtime
services.
To f i n d t h e s c h o o l t h a t
cor r e sp ond s to y ou r pl a ce of
residence, use the district’s online
interactive boundary map.
Boulevard Elementary School
hosted its information night on Feb.
27. Here is a list, by date, of each
remaining elementary school’s info.
night:
Wednesday, March 6, 6–7
p.m., Roxboro Elementary School,
2405 Roxboro Road. During the
presentation for parents, children
w i l l meet i n a k i nderga r ten
classroom for crafts and a chance
to meet future classmates. After
information night, families are
encouraged to tour the school, visit
the book fair and attend Roxboro
Elementary Multicultural Night.
T h u r s d a y, M a r c h 7,
6–7:30 p.m.. Gearity Professional

Development School, 2323
Wrenford Road. Dinner 6–6:30
p.m. Parents and students will then
tour the classrooms and partake in
kindergarten games 6:30–7 p.m.,
concluding with an information/
Q&A session 7–7:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 7, 6–7:30
p.m. Noble Elementary School, 1293
Ardoon Street. Light refreshments
and childcare will be provided.
Thursday, March 21, 5:30–
7:30 p.m. Canterbury Elementary
School, 2530 Canterbur y Road.
Dinner 5:30–6 p.m., playdate 6–6:30
p.m., and informational meeting
6:30–7:30 p.m. (childcare will be
provided during that time).
Thursday, March 21, 6:30–8
p.m. Fairfax Elementary School,
3150 Fairfax Road. Dinner 5:30–6:15
p.m., during Fairfax Literacy Night
(all are welcome).
Thursday, April 4, 6– 7:15
p.m. Oxford Elementary School,
939 Quilliams Road. Pizza and
punch served 6–6:30 p.m.; building
tour, kindergarten information
and activities 6:30–7 p.m.; Q&A
session 7–7:15 p.m. Childcare will
be provided.

whom received care at Boulevard’s
mobi le va n. “ T he mot her wa s
thrilled. She has no car and yet
her kids were able to get their
vaccinations, their prescriptions
f illed, and complete their well
visits.”
Heights High students ca n
participate in a similar program in
which students can use the school
nurse’s office for a virtual visit
with a Cleveland Clinic pediatric
provider. Using advanced virtual
technology, providers can assess,
diagnose, educate, prescribe and
refer a s needed , a l l wh i le t he
student remains at school.
Students enrolled in any CHUH school can receive care in

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a longtime resident of Cleveland Heights,
a graduate of Heights schools, and a
freelance journalist under contract
with the CH-UH City School District.

Scholarship honors Ron Register
Quentin Smith

Attending college is an opportunity for students to expand their
horizons, discover and develop
their strengths, and make a path
to achieve their dreams. Advanced
education, however, is too often
a financial difficulty that denies
many motivated, gifted and capable students the opportunity to
fulfill their dreams.
This lack of equal access to
college inspired the Black Caucus
of Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian, to propose and implement
a col lege schola rsh ip f u nd for
d e s e r v i n g C l e v e l a nd He i g ht s
H i g h S c h o ol g r a d u a te s . T h i s
scholarship honors Ron Register,
a church elder and advocate for
equity, inclusion, justice, excellence and quality public education
for all.
Register retired from 16 years
of service on the CH-UH Board of
Education in 2017, having served
as board president for six terms.
In 2014, the Ohio School Boards
Association recognized his exemplar y ser vice with its Award of
Achievement.
The church warmly embraced
the caucus’ proposal for the Ron
Register Scholarship Award and,
in April 2018, kicked off fundraising by contributing $5,000 and
pledging administrative and mailing costs, ensuring that 100 percent of scholarship contributions
would go to deserving students.
Members of the congregation and
the Heights community contributed to the scholarship fund as

Cathan Cavanaugh is the communications administrative assistant for the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District.

Ron Register

well, making it possible for the
scholarship committee to provide
up to two scholarships of $2,500
each for the next f ive years to
worthy graduating Heights High
seniors.
The scholarship committee
seeks to keep this scholarship,
and Ron Register’s name and contributions to our city, alive for at
least a generation. To make a tax
-deductible contribution, send
a check payable to Forest Hill
Church, Presbyterian, 3031 Monticello Blvd., Cleveland Heights,
OH 44121. In the memo line of
the check, indicate that the contribution is for the Ron Register
Scholarship.
B l a c k C a u c u s C o m m it t e e
members are Forest Hill Church
members Doris A l len, Ba rba ra
Cloud, Darla Character-Johnson,
Vikki Nowak and Diana Woodbridge, and community members
Reginald T. Evans and Susie Kaeser.
Black Caucus member Quentin Smith
chairs the Friends of the Ron Register
Scholarship Fund.

Local news that speaks to you

Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU
Hear it live
Mon – Fri at 9 am and 4 pm

Support your local businesses.
Heights Observer March 1, 2019 				

the vans, a lthough parents are
responsible for bringing the child
from his or her assigned school
to wherever the mobile unit is
located.
Taylor encourages families to
call the mobile unit at 216-4427442, to leave a message. A health
tea m member w il l contact the
parent directly. Taylor summed up
the program this way: “We want to
remove as many barriers to health
care as possible.”

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Stream on demand
wjcu.org/media/heights-now
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Fine elimination at Heights Libraries is paying off
Sheryl Banks

On Jan. 2, 2018, Heights Libraries
joined a growing number of public
libraries that have eliminated overdue fines for most late materials.
Despite the fact that the benefits have been supported by research,
the elimination of fines still strikes
many as an almost sacrilegious act.
Libraries and fines, in some people’s
minds, go together like peanut butter and jelly.
“Some customers were very opposed to it, to say the least,” said
Heights Libraries Director Nancy
Levin. “I heard arguments ranging
from the effectiveness of fines for
teaching children responsibility, to
the belief that people wouldn’t return
their items anymore because the fear
of fines is what keeps them honest.
But what we have found is just the
opposite.”
At Heights Libraries, the elimination of overdue fines has resulted
in more returned items, which has
saved the library significant money;
more returned items means fewer
items need to be replaced. It also
means more items are getting back
into circulation, instead of sitting in
the homes of anxious, guilt-ridden
customers.
“The effectiveness of this new
policy is hard to argue with,” said Ty
Emerson, circulation manager. “In

2017, when we were still charging
overdue fines, $94,369 worth of material was returned to our libraries.
In 2018, after fine elimination, that
grew to $185,955. It doubled.”
Customers still see fines on their
accounts, but they disappear once
overdue items are returned. The
only exceptions are fines and fees on
items from other CLEVNET libraries—those are still subject to the fee
policies of those individual libraries,
and cannot be waived by Heights
Libraries.
Along with the elimination of
most fines and fees, the library has
also increased the number of times
most items can be renewed, from
five to ten. More renewals means
more time before a fine is charged,
which results in a less punitive, more
generous and accessible approach to
customers.
Another surprising result of
the elimination of fines has been
the amount of cash collected by the
library’s collection agency, Unique.
That number has also risen since
2017, from $22,347 to $26,366 in 2018.
While late fees are waived on
books, CDs and DVDs, as long as the
materials are returned, the library
still charges fees for damaged or lost
items, and late fees for video games
and wireless hotspots still apply.
Accounts with fines of $25 or more
are still handed over to collections,

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Public Library Board

but even then, as long as materials
are returned, the customer can pay
a $10 fee and be welcomed back, no
questions asked.
“I think what we’re seeing are
customers who might otherwise
be dissuaded from bringing the
materials back because of excessive
overdue fees are able to get back into

the library by only paying the $10
referral fee,” said Emerson. “And we
want them back! We want people to
use the library, not be scared off by
punitive policies.”
Sheryl Banks is communications manager
for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library System.

What’s going on at your library?
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Monday, March 18, 7 p.m.
ASL professor Clara Jean Mosly Hall
presents her new book, Paris in America.
The hearing daughter of a deaf
Nanticoke Indian, Hall describes
the intersections of her various
identities in her new book, Paris in
America: A Deaf Nanticoke Shoemaker
and His Daughter. Her memoir is a
celebration of her family, faith, journey and heritage. A question and
answer period will follow the talk.

Thursday, March 14, 7 p.m.
Computer Basics Part 1–Using the
Mouse. This class teaches basic
skills that will make you feel
comfortable using the mouse. A
necessary class for the beginner
or a good refresher for the experienced, this is part one of the
six-part Computer Basics Series.
(Registration required.)

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Sunday, March 3, 3 p.m.
Green Eggs and Ham Opera. Happy
birthday, Dr. Seuss! Celebrate his
legacy through this interactive performance, in which soprano Lara
Troyer and her friends will perform
the one-act opera “Green Eggs and
Ham” by composer Robert Kapilow.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Tuesday, March 12, 6 p.m.
Award Nominated Movies. Join us
for popcorn, and watch some of
2018’s award-nominated movies.
This month’s feature is BlacKkKlansman (2018, 135 mins, R),
directed by Spike Lee, in which a
black detective sets out to infiltrate
the Colorado chapter of the Ku
Klux Klan.

Meeting highlights
JANUARY 22, 2019
Board members present were President Chris
Mentrek, Vice President James Roosa, Secretary Dana Fluellen, Suzanne Moskowitz,
Vikas Turakhia, Max Gerboc and Annette
Iwamoto.
New trustee and board officers
Annette Iwamoto was sworn in as new member of the Heights Libraries Board of Trustees.
A resolution was made and accepted for the
2019 board officers. They are President Chris
Mentrek, Vice President James Roosa, and
Secretary Dana Fluellen.
Annual security update
Safety and Security Services Manager Kevin
Echols presented an annual security update.
In 2018, there were 736,764 visitors and
221 reported incidents, including 42 police
calls, 8 EMS calls, and 49 long-term evictions.

resolution to accept the financial report.
LSTA funding for Mental Health First Aid
Heights Libraries has been awarded an LSTA (Library Services and Technology Act) grant in the
amount of $5,000 to continue Mental Health
First Aid and Suicide Prevention (QPR) Training
for staff, and to expand training to community
partners and the public in 2019.
Coretta Scott King awards anniversary
The Coretta Scott King Book Awards observes its
50th anniversary in 2019. These book awards
have made a name for themselves within the
library and book industries and designate numerous titles that celebrate the black experience
for today’s youth. Updates and announcements
about the libraries’ celebration of this anniversary will be made.

INTERIOR
PAINTING

LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.
Financial report
Heights Libraries fiscal officer reviewed
the September financial statement. Total
cash balance across the Operating Accounts, Bauer Fund Accounts, and Investment Accounts at the end of December was
$13,471,652.99. The board approved a

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org. See
disclaimer on page 7.

FREE
PAINT

Book your job prior
to March 31st
and we’ll pay for
the paint!
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“Let us light up
your interior and brighten
up your space.”

216-533-2936
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS SENIORS

CH Senior Center News

Kickboxing!

Classes are taught by
world champion and
gold medal winner
Daniel Murray!

216.688.7302
AnytimeFitnessUHeights
@anytimefitness_university_hts

LEARN ABOUT

Captioning
and Court
Reporting
Wednesday,
March 27
7 p.m.
Tri-C Western Campus | Westwood Cafe, upper level
11000 Pleasant Valley Road | Parma, OH 44130

• Talk with our award-winning
faculty
• Try a steno machine and
voice technology

• Learn about our steno
machine scholarship
opportunity
• Visit with current
students and graduates

18-1460

RSVP to: Kelly Moranz at 216-987-5214
or kelly.moranz@tri-c.edu

www.tri-c.edu/ccr

3rd Annual FREE Furnace Giveaway!

Don’t neglect your
Chris

In March, University Circle’s LifeLong Learning Consortium is coming to the Cleveland Heights Senior
Activity Center (SAC), with two
related programs about biomimicry.
On Tuesday, March 19, at 11
a.m., participants will learn about
the science of biomimicr y with
Doug Paige, Cleveland Institute of
Art professor. Then, on Tuesday,
March 26, at 11 a.m., they’ll have
the opportunity to visit The Machine
Inside: Biomechanics exhibition at the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History.
Embraced by visionaries, including da Vinci and the Wright brothers, biomimicry (from “bios” meaning life, and “mimesis” meaning to
imitate) is a discipline that studies
nature’s best ideas, then imitates
those designs and processes to solve
human problems.
In the exhibition, developed by
The Field Museum in Chicago, in
partnership with the Denver Museum of Nature & Science, visitors
will meet the scientists who investigate various plants and animals,
experiment with new adaptations
and applications, and learn about the
future of biomechanics and biomimicry—fields that are re-energizing
the imaginations of architects, en-

Senior Happenings, sponsored by
the city of University Heights, are
open to all senior citizens. Events
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m.
at the University Heights Library.
To receive the monthly schedule by
e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext. 205,
or send an e-mail to info@universityheights.com.
March 7: Elizabeth Hiser, manager of the Euclid Creek Watershed
Program for the Cuyahoga Soil and
Water Conservation District, will
discuss the problems of bank erosion,
channel downcutting, invasive plant
species, and an undersized/failing
culvert.
March 14: Bill Rudman, founding director of The Musical Theater

Project, will pull back the curtain on
the Broadway musical.
March 21: Kim DeNero Ackroyd, deputy director of the Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Public Library System, will discuss
its new, free digital collections: Acorn
TV, Kanopy, StingRay Qello, and
Indie Flix. Along with Ann MacNamara, technology trainer, she’ll
discusses how to access and use them.
Ma rch 28: Gera ly n “Geri”
Presti, president and CEO of The
Music Settlement (TMS) in University Circle, will describe her “dream
come true” of heading the music
school. After 27 years in corporate
law, she’s returned to TMS, where
she studied piano at the age of 6.

Check-Up!

Make an appointment now and
let us diagnose heating problems
before you’re left out in the COLD!

$98

Mention this discount when scheduling. Tuneup allows for 45 minutes of labor per system,
parts additional. Discount valid during normal
workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). Payment
must be given to technician at time of service. Not valid with any other
offer or discount. Must be scheduled prior to 4/30/19

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating,
cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

VEHbrothers.com

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland Heights Office on Aging and the Senior Activity Center. She can be reached
at 216-691-7379 or ajenkins@clvhts.com.

Call us or visit VEHbrothers.com/helping-hann/. Entries due by 2/28/19.

Tune-Up/Safety Inspection

Bill

gineers, and designers alike. Highly
interactive and specimen-rich, the
exhibition brings biomechanics to
life, and explores the exciting promise it holds for the future.
Adva nce registration is required, and the cost of $30 includes
both the lecture at the SAC and the
trip to the museum.
The Cleveland Heights SAC,
located in the CH Communit y
Center at 1 Monticello Blvd., offers
a variety of programming for those
60 and older. A complete schedule
of programs is published in the community center’s newsletter, available
online at www.chparks.com.
SAC membersh ip is $5 for
Cleveland Heights residents. To sign
up, bring a recent piece of mail (such
as a bill) and a photo ID.
University Heights residents
who would like to join SAC must
first register with Patrick GroganMyers, University Heights community development coordinator, at
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership is $10 for University Heights
seniors.

UH Senior Happenings

Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462

5 generations of family experience.

Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

216

• Meet working court
reporters and captioners

Amy Jenkins

932-9755
2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Heights

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Heinen’s and University Heights celebrate 60 years together

COURTESY UH CITY HALL

Mike Cook

Jeff Heinen (center left, with plaque) receives a proclamation from Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan.

Heinen’s Grocery Store is celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2019. For
60 of those years the family-owned
grocer has served the residents of
University Heights.
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan
presented Jeff Heinen a proclamation
declaring Friday, Feb. 15 “Heinen’s
Day” in University Heights, at Heinen’s 2180 South Green Road location.
Heinen’s story began in 1929
when local butcher Joe Heinen pioneered the city’s first supermarket

by selling traditional grocery items
alongside hand-butchered meats.
Bringing these two shopping experiences together was revolutionary
in the grocery industry, but what
truly set Heinen apart was his commitment to quality.
Throughout 2019, Heinen’s will
host special anniversary sales and
events to thank its customers for
their decades of loyalty.
Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

COURTESY SHARI NACSON

Relationship and sexual health
center opens in University Heights

Ashley Grinonneau-Denton and Brian Denton
have opened the Ohio Center for Relationship
& Sexual Health in University Heights.

Shari Nacson

Psychotherapists and spouses Ashley Grinonneau-Denton and Brian
Denton have opened the Ohio
Center for Relationship & Sexual
Health in the Waterstone Medical
Building in University Heights.
The center’s five clinicians, including professional counselors Megan Davis, Matt Lachman and Beth
Thomas, offer talk therapy aimed at
improving the sexual functioning of
the clients it serves.
Previously, Grinonneau-Denton
and Denton each operated their own
private practices in the Cedar Fairmount Business District, for six and
eight years, respectively. For their
new venture, they looked throughout the Heights to find the right
space for a multi-provider center.
“We knew we wanted to stay in
this geographic region,” said Denton, “as it is a good draw from the
surrounding communities.”
Partner Grinonneau-Denton
shared her opinion that people from
other communities are drawn to

the Heights for this type of service,
commenting, “People expect to find
it here—people seek it out because
it is in the Heights.”
Denton noted that the Heights
is known for what he termed its
“multicultural intersectionality of
diversity.”
The Cleveland Heights residents
sought a community and a building
where the word “sexual” could be
on the door. “Colleagues in other
states have this issue. In our leasing,
this was an essential question,” said
Grinonneau-Denton.
Grinonneau-Denton acknowledged that there is often a misconception that sex therapy is sexual
surrogacy. According to the center’s
website, sex therapy is a form of
talking therapy that is intended to
help individuals and couples resolve
sexual difficulties, many of which
stem from anxiety or other issues.
In addition to talk therapy, the
center provides supervision, consultation, and education for therapists
and health professionals.
The center is designed, more
than anything, to be a place that
feels safe and open to people who
may have felt marginalized in other
therapeutic settings.
To learn more, visit www.clevelandrelationshiptherapy.com.

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST
Since 1982

Honesty, Value and
Communication

Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE
1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a freelance editor, social worker, and nonprofit
consultant who makes her home in Cleveland Heights.

Freshen up your Spring
with Funny Times.

Don’t miss
Best of the Heights
award winners listed
on page 18.

Subscribe to Funny Times now!
24 pages of humor, politics and fun.
$28 for 12 monthly issues. Call 216.371.8600 x hot
or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM

www.heightsobserver.org
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Blush Boutique Coventry to close March 31
On March 31, after nearly a decade
on Coventry Road, Blush Boutique
will be closing the doors to its
small, intimate Cleveland Heights
boutique.
O w ner L a u r ie K l o p p er, a
Cleveland Heights resident, said
she is closing to focus on her other
location in Chagrin Falls and because
sales at her shop on Coventry Road
have greatly diminished.
“People just aren’t coming to
Coventry to shop and walk around
anymore,” said Klopper. Indeed,
American Apparel, Winking Lizard,
Chipotle, Big Fun and Piccadilly have
all left in the past few years. “It’s an
alarming trend on what was once
a vibrant and eclectic street,” she
added.
Frequently named Best EastSide Boutique by both Cleveland
Magazine and Scene magazine, Blush is
known for its colorful and affordable
clothing from smaller lines and
labels.
K lopper enthusiastica l ly
s u pp or te d lo c a l a r t i s a n s a nd
products at her Coventry Village
shop. Most of the jewelr y was
handcrafted by local artists, as were
the candles, Cleveland T-shirts,
greeting cards and facial products.
“I recognized how important it was
for start-up businesses to be seen in
a local and thriving boutique,” said
Klopper.
Mimi Mays, owner of Maeve’s

216-371-5944
• Slate

and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
MASTERCARD/VISA

COURTESY BLUSH BOUTIQUE

Amy Fisher

Blush Boutique on Coventry Road will close at the end of March.

All Natural Skincare, said, “Laurie
was one of the first people to take
a chance and carry our products in
her store.” Jenny Goe, owner of In
the 216 (also located on Coventry
Road) echoed the sentiment, noting,
“Laurie carried my jewelry long
before I had a shop on Coventry.

Amy Fischer is a friend of Blush owner
Laurie Klopper.

FutureHeights announces Best of the Heights Award winners
In the 2019 Best of the Heights Awards
contest, readers of the Heights Observer
honored outstanding businesses in
Cleveland Heights and University
Heights by voting, Jan. 1 through Feb.
15, for their favorites in 12 categories.
In all, 178 businesses were nominated.
Winners and Finalists in the FutureHeights 2019 Best of the Heights
Awards contest are:
Best New Restaurant or Bar
Winner—Lox, Stock and Brisket
Finalists—Boss Dog Brewing Co.;
Fishstix
Best New Business (other)
Winner—PawsCLE
Finalists—Studio How-To; Stems
Fleur
Best Place to Find Unique
Gifts
Winner—S’Wonderful Gifts
Finalists—Heights Arts; In the 216

www.ustonroof.com

She loved helping her customers and
loved owning her shop.”
Klopper said she is disappointed
in the lack of support from the
local communit y. “I wish more
people realized the value that brickand-mortar shops bring to the
surrounding communities. I’ve been

here nearly 10 years and donated
thousands of dollars to local schools
and organizations. It’s too late for
me,” said Klopper, “but I wish people
would see that ‘Shop Local’ isn’t just
a trite slogan. It’s so important to the
local economy.”
Klopper also felt a lack of support
from the city of Cleveland Heights.
“My landlord was good to me. His
properties were rented. But there have
been buildings empty for years on
Coventry,” Klopper explained. “There
is a lack of business development and
creative programs in the city to help
the landlords and merchants resolve
this problem and make Coventry a
destination to visit.”
Blush Boutique Coventry, 1783
Coventry Road, will offer 50-percent
off all items until closing at the end
of March. After that, Blush can be
visited at its Chagrin Falls location
(9 N. Franklin St.), which has been
open since 2016.

Best Bang for Your Buck
Winner—Barrio
Finalist—Aladdin’s

Best Interior Style
Winner—Gigi’s on Fairmount
Finalists—CLE Urban Winery;
Marotta’s
Best Exterior Style
Winner—Marotta’s
Finalist—Gigi’s on Fairmount
Best Heights Vibe
Winner—CLE Urban Winery
Finalists—Tommy’s restaurant;
The Wine Spot

Best University Heights Business
Winner—Fairmount Cleaners
Finalists—Bialy’s Bagels;
Lox, Stock and Brisket

Best Place to Take an Out-ofTowner
Winner—Tommy’s restaurant
Finalists—CLE Urban Winery;
Marotta’s

Best Cleveland Heights Business
Winner—CLE Urban Winery
Finalists—Sits ‘n Wiggles Pet
Sitting; Quintana’s Barber &
Dream Spa

Best Place to Work
Winner—Marotta’s
Finalists—Heights Libraries;
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa

Since 2005, FutureHeights—a
nonprofit community development
corporation that inspires and facilitates collaboration and empowerment
in our community—has conducted
the Best of the Heights awards to recognize the unique attributes of locally
owned Heights businesses, and their
contributions to the local economy.

Best Customer Bathroom
Winner—Gigi’s on Fairmount
Finalists—CLE Urban Winery;
Boss Dog Brewing Co.

Bring this ad to receive one free
week* at the Fitness Center.
Looking for a great workout at a reasonable fee?
Whether you are into cardio, weight training, or
just looking for personal training, the state-of-the-art
CH Fitness Center has something for everyone.

One Monticello Blvd, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
*Must be a Cleveland Heights resident & certain restrictions apply
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

SHARI NACSON

Cleveland Running Co. merges with like-minded store

Kyle Griffith, manager; Jeff Fisher, running education coordinator; and David Jacobson, general
manager of the Lee Raod running store.

Shari Nacson

Owner Jeff Fisher is excited to announce that his Lee Road business,
Cleveland Running Company, is
merging with the Achilles Running
Shop, a like-minded regional running store with locations in Mentor and Erie, Pa. As of press time,
the store’s new name had yet to be
finalized.
The merger came about quickly. Fisher a nd Dav id Jacobson,
general manager of Achilles, met
in December 2018. Familiar with
one another through the industry,
it was business-sector kismet. The
future partners began discussing
the merger in Januar y 2019. By
early February, the partnership was
designed, the lease transferred, the
inventory management software in
use, and the management team was
enjoying day-to-day collaboration.
“It’s a win-win,” said Fisher,
who is excited for customers to
experience the expanded inventory,
expertise and programming that is
on the horizon.
Achil les is ow ned by a podiatrist, Dr. Mark Mendeszoon,
who saw his patients misfitted for
athletic shoes countless times, and
wanted his own store so his patients
could get properly fitted.
“Fitting shoes is a bit of an art
form,” stated Fisher. In agreement,
Jacobson added, “We give a genuine
recommendation, working until the
gratifying moment of finding a fit.
Fundamentally, that is the base that
predicates both businesses.”
Fisher and Jacobson attributed
part of their easy rapport to the
fact that they both spend a lot of
time enthusiastically delving into
and assessing products before they
hit the stores’ display walls.
The Cleveland Running Company has been at its Lee Road location since 2016, after five years at
its former home on Van Aken Boulevard in Shaker Heights. Achilles
opened its Mentor store in 2006
(relocating in 2011), and its Erie
store in 2009.
Fisher had spent 23 years in
the industry when he realized that
he wanted to have his own store.

The driving force was the pleasure
Fisher takes in sharing his passion
for running. “The customers become your friends,” he said.
Fisher brought the store to Lee
Road because he always wanted to

be in a neighborhood setting. “This
was much more of what I always
pictured—an integrated business
a nd residentia l d istr ict, wa l kable, family-oriented and runner
friendly,” explained Fischer. “On a
nice Saturday, with so many people
walking around, it’s a great place
to be.”
Fisher’s new business partners
agree, with Jacobson saying he is
pleased to be expanding to the
Cleveland Heights location. “It’s a
different vibe,” he said. “There are
a lot more people out and about.
People are friendly and interested
in talking to staff.”
Achilles manager Kyle Griffith,
who will work full time at the Lee
Road store, said he is enjoying the
process of becoming familiar with
Cleveland Heights. “It has a very
different feel than our other locations.”
While there will be some new
staff at the Lee Road store, familiar
faces will remain. “All of the staff
are staying,” said Fisher.
The merger will bring with it

aesthetic upgrades to the Cleveland
Heights store, a new name and logo,
expanded inventor y access, and
more brands.
Another benefit of the merger
is that Fischer will have time to get
out into the community, doing the
education and programming that
he loves. Jacobson said Achilles has
long wanted to do more community
outreach. “Jeff brings a lot more
experience to our staff,” he said.
O n l i ne re v ie w s show t h at
Achilles is adored by its customers,
who value the conscientious staff
and fitting process—the very traits
for which Fisher’s shop is praised
locally and in online reviews.
The Lee Road store will celebrate the changes with an open
house sometime in April. Visit
www.clevelandrunning.com for information on the open house and
other upcoming events.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a
freelance editor, social worker, and
nonprofit consultant who makes her
home in Cleveland Heights.

“Staying connected
to all the things
i enjoy. Judson has
been the perfect
solution.”

Locations to fit your lifestyle.
City, suburb and in-between.
Judson’s three unique locations offer engaging and comfortable lifestyles, free from the
hassles of home ownership. Whether you choose the cultural excitement of Judson Manor,
the scenic village charm of South Franklin Circle or the picturesque neighborhood of
Judson Park, there is a Judson location perfect for you.

Judson is bringing community to life with our beautiful locations, 5-star rated
healthcare and wide range of educational, cultural and social opportunities.
Learn more at judsonsmartliving.org/its-all-here or call us at (216) 350-0326.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Spring show opens March 1 at St. Paul’s gallery

Paintings by John Jodzio.

which began as an organization
of a r t i s t s a i m i n g to e d u c a te
the public by opening up their
studios and demystif ying these
workplaces. Inspired by nature, her
work combines a range of painting

It’s Your Life.


ĞƐŝŐŶ/ƚ͘











A glass form by Jerry Keller.

materials, inks, paper and wood
surfaces. This show includes both
two- and three-dimensional work
by Lowe.

Tyler Whidden

March 8–31, Cleveland Heights’ Ensemble Theatre will stage another
timeless Eugene O’Neill play, “A
Moon for the Misbegotten,” directed
by Ian Wolfgang Hinz.
A sequel to “Long Day’s Journey
into Night,” the play continues to
explore themes of deceit—both of
others and within oneself—and the
ever-presence of death.
After Ensemble’s recent productions of O’Neill’s “Long Day’s
Journey . . .” and “The Iceman Cometh,” Hinz felt it was time to bring
“A Moon for the Misbegotten” to
Ensemble’s stage.
“It’s one of O’Neill’s last three
plays,” Hinz said, “and those are his
more famous works. He’s America’s
greatest playwright, and the time was
right to bring this one to light.”
Like all of Ensemble’s productions, “Moon” will feature an allCleveland cast, including Cleveland
Critics Best Actress Award-winner
Lara Mielcarek (for Ensemble’s
“Well”), Robert Hawkes, Mitch
Rose, James Rankin and Nate Homolka.
“It was a nice confluence of having a notoriously difficult play to cast

Zoma

Ethiopian Restaurant

>ŽĐĂůůǇ,ĂŶĚĐƌĂĨƚĞĚƵƐƚŽŵƵŝůƚ
ϯ>ŽĐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘͘͘

ϮϯWƵďůŝĐ^ƋƵĂƌĞŝŶDĞĚŝŶĂ

ϰϳϮϮ<ŝĚƌŽŶZŽĂĚŝŶ<ŝĚƌŽŶ

2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste—you are ours”
VEGAN NIGHT
Every Wednesday, 5–10pm
15% off all Vegan dishes

ϯϯϬͲϳϮϯͲϬϬϭϰ
ϯϯϬͲϴϱϳͲϮϬϬϵ

www.zomacleveland.com

ϯϰϱϭ&ĂŝƌŵŽƵŶƚůǀĚ͘ůĞǀĞůĂŶĚ,ĞŝŐŚƚƐ͕K,ϰϰϭϭϴϮϭϲͲϯϬϯͲϵϴϲϮ
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Robin Outcalt is a committee member
of the Nicholson B. White Gallery at
St. Paul’s church.

Ensemble stages classic O’Neill work

^ŽůŝĚ,ĂƌĚǁŽŽĚ


Inspired by paper airplanes
that he crafted with his son, John
Jodzio’s paintings in this show are
still-life studies of this simple,
handmade toy, as well as portraits
painted in a similarly geometric
st yle. A resident of Sha ker
Heights, Jodzio works in his home
art studio.
Jer r y Kel ler ’s L it t le It a l y
st udio a nd ga l ler y is where he
creates decorative art glass for local
private and corporate clients. In
his creations, Keller uses kilns and
the firing process to “slump” and
fuse glass. His works in this show
comprise a variety of forms, shapes
and colors.

COURTESY ENSEMBLE THEATRE

COURTESY NICHOLSON B. WHITE GALLERY

Fe at u r i n g t he work of f ou r
artists, the spring show at the
nonprof it Nicholson B. W hite
Ga l ler y at St. Paul’s Episcopa l
Church opens on Friday, March
1, with an artists’ reception, 5– 7
p.m. The show will be on view
through June 2.
Paintings from John Davis’s
recent “Urban Period,” in which
he ex plores d isti nctive spaces
and places unique to Cleveland,
w i l l be feat u red i n the spr i ng
s ho w. A n at i v e of C l e v el a nd ,
Davis works in his studio in the
city ’s Tower Press Building. He
spent 30 yea rs in Chautauqua,
N.Y., where he established Davis
Pottery and Gallery while raising
his family.
Susa n D. L owe creates her
m i xed-med ia a r t work at the
historic Shovel Works Building in
Cleveland. She is a pioneer member
of City Artists at Work (CAAW),

COURTESY NICHOLSON B. WHITE GALLERY

Robin Ocault

Ian Wolfgang Hinz, director.

and having talent in the area, who
we’re familiar with, be at the right
stage in their careers to cast it,” Hinz
commented.
Hinz said he was attracted to
the play’s depiction of class and the
message of humanity that it conveys.
“With a ll of the negativit y
today, this play gives audiences a
respite from all of that in the world,”
Hinz said. “It’s a prayer to O’Neill’s
brother, offering peace after a lack of
compassion toward his older sibling.
I think audiences can recognize that
offering of peace. The play is telling
us, simply, that human beings should
be kind to each other.”
O’Neil l str ug gled to f inish
“Moon” before his death in 1953, and
the play made its Broadway debut in
1956. Even in the later stages of his
life, O’Neill’s work was still as lyrical
and thought-provoking as ever, Hinz
said.
“He’s a poet who is deliberate
in his writing,” said Hinz. “O’Neill’s
plays are composed like musical
scores, with long thoughts and
phrases, and he puts the drama in
the context of those thoughts.”
“A Moon for the Misbegotten”
will be performed on Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m., and Sundays
at 2 p.m., at Ensemble Theatre, 2843
Washington Blvd.
For tickets and information, call
216-321-2930, e-mail info@ensembletheatre.org, or visit www.ensembletheatrecle.org.
Tyler Whidden is a playwright, director,
and actor with Ensemble Theatre.
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COURTESY DOBOMA THEATRE

Cleveland premiere of ‘The Nether’ opens at Dobama

Colin Anderson

Both a twisting criminal drama and a
haunting sci-fi thriller, “The Nether,”
by Jennifer Haley, explores the consequences of living out our most shocking urges in the age of virtual reality.
Dobama Theatre’s production of the
play, directed by Shannon Sindelar, will
run March 8–31.
In her play, Haley creates a possible future in which The Nether is
a virtual wonderland that provides

total sensory immersion. Participants
log in, choose an identity, and indulge
their every desire. But when a young
detective uncovers a disturbing brand
of entertainment, she triggers an interrogation into the darkest corners of the
imagination.
The New York Times called the play
“a parable for where we’re headed.”
“The Nether” was conceived at
the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center
as part of the National Playwrights
Conference in 2011. During its resi-

dence in Los Angeles, where it had its
world premiere in 2013, “The Nether”
won seven Ovation Awards for theatre
excellence. It has been performed
throughout the country and around
the world, and was nominated for an
Olivier Award in London.
In “The Nether,” Haley examines
how relationships are affected by technology and addiction, and how these
are detrimental to individuals, families
and society at large. In an interview,
she argued that technology—rather
than being the focus of her play—is
merely “an interesting way to examine
these really limitless, long-standing,
global questions of identity, and waking life versus dream life.”
Haley has said she hopes that the
play will highlight the problem of addiction—something with which she has
first-hand experience, as her father died

of complications of alcoholism in 2013.
Dobama’s production of “The
Nether” features Sarah Durn, David
Peacock, Matthew Wright, Calista
Zajac and Joe Pine.
Performances are Thursdays at
7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8
p.m., and Sundays at 2:30 p.m.
Call the box office (216-932-3396)
for information or to purchase tickets,
or visit www.dobama.org.
In an effort to remove economic
barriers and make Dobama’s productions accessible to everyone, the first
Sunday of every production offers a
7:30 p.m. Pay-As-You-Can Performance. For this production, that performance will take place on March 10.
Colin Anderson is the assistant to the managing and artistic directors at Dobama
Theatre.

South African Experiences

WRC to sing Haydn and Beethoven

Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.
Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious

cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Visit our website for details

K. BIHLERS

southafricanexperiences.com
safricanexperiences@gmail.com

Western Reserve Chorale in concert at Church of the Gesu.

David Gilson

There may be other examples of
a teacher and student sharing a
concert stage, but rarely are both
held in such high regard. In this
instance, the Western Reserve Chorale (WRC) will share the work of
Franz Joseph Haydn (the teacher)
and Ludwig van Beethoven (the
student) as part of the Silver Hall
Concert Series at the Milton and
Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center on March 24.
The chorale will present Haydn’s
St. Nicholas Mass with Beethoven’s
Mass in C Major. Both works represent the legacy of music commissioned by Prince Nicolaus Esterhazy
II for performance in Eisenstadt,
Austria. The St. Nicholas Mass is not
on the same scale as Haydn’s late
masses (it is about half the length of
the Nelson Mass) but it is nevertheless
quintessential Haydn in its energy,
its tunefulness and, above all, its
infectious joy.
The Mass in C Major was written at the same time as Beethoven
was writing the Symphony No. 5 in
C Minor; however, at its premiere,
the piece was ill-prepared and not
in keeping with that to which Esterhazy had become accustomed
from Haydn’s six great masses.
Esterhazy did not hold back his

criticism, writing, “Beethoven’s
Mass is unbearably ridiculous and
detestable, and I am not convinced
that it can ever be performed properly. I am angry and mortified.” It
was the last commission Beethoven
would receive from the house of
Esterházy.
The Mass was heard by a wider
public just over a year later when,
in December 1808, it was part of a
massive concert at the Theater an
der Wien in Vienna. Its durability
and popularity over the next two
centuries suggests that it was Prince
Nicolaus’s ear that was at fault and
not the Mass.
WRC will perform with orchestra and guest artists Marian Vogel,
Joanne Uniatowski, JR Fralick and
Brian Keith Johnson. Though the
concert is free, tickets are needed
and may be reserved. Find the link
for tickets and other information at
www.westernreservechorale.org. The
concert begins at 3 p.m., at the Maltz
Performing Arts Center, located at
1855 Ansel Road (off of E. 105th St.,
in University Circle).
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(216) 534-6172

Stone
Oven
Soups!
m-m-m
great.
Warm up with a bowl of our delicious hearty soup served
with Stone Oven’s fresh, hearth-baked bread. Don’t forget
our specailty roast coffees and home-baked treats!

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216.932.3003 • stone - oven.com

SCOTT HAIGH

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold!

3564 Blanche Ave, Cleveland Heights

David Gilson is artistic director of the
Heights-based Western Reserve Chorale,
director of music at Church of the Saviour,
and associate dean for student affairs at the
Cleveland Institute of Music.
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Heights Arts Show celebrates ‘Sideways Thinking’

Avocado Cat, by Jenny Mendes.

trying different approaches. Then the
artist must carefully plan, using what’s
been learned in exploring the different
angles of each piece. Edberg finds that
a playful approach may lead to a more
lighthearted result. (Q: How did you
think of that? A: I was just playing
around.)
The exhibition opens with a public
reception on Friday, March 8, 6–9 p.m.,
at the Heights Arts gallery (2175 Lee
Road). On Thursday, April 4, a related
gallery talk, “Ekphrastacy: Artists Talk
+ Poets Respond” brings together the
exhibition artists with invited community poets to discuss the inspiration

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Guest curator Julianne Edberg invited
her friends to have some serious fun
with the group exhibition Sideways
Thinking, on view at Heights Arts
March 8 through April 21. Artists
Leslye Discont Arian, Catherine Butler, Julianne Edberg, Laurie Garrett,
Jenny Mendes and Melissa O’Grady
focus on playing—the less serious
side of art.
“It may look like fun, but it’s all
the artist can do!” Edberg explained.
“When we play, we let loose the
inspired part of our mind to think
sideways instead of logically. Ideas
f low more freely. Questions may
be raised. Is this an alternate, more
fantastic world we are looking at? It
is definitely a more fun, more magical
place. Perhaps less polished, less formal. A childlike viewpoint sparks a
connection between hitherto unconnected frames of reference. Playing
calms the nerves and provides a new
way of looking at things.”
While art may be a culmination
of years of learning and practice, much
of the hard work of creating involves

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Genevieve Schwartz

Training Takes Patience and Time, by Melissa
O’Grady.

Log Person, by Julianne Edberg.

for and interpretation of the works.
In the gallery’s Spotlight exhibition space, a solo show by Michelangelo Lovelace will open on March
22, with a public reception from 6
to 9 p.m. Heights Arts exhibition
committee member Bill Schubert
wrote of the show, “No cultural
institution has kept its eye so relentlessly focused on our home town,
its neglected neighborhoods, and its
citizens. In acrylic on canvas, Michael shows the streets of our often
troubled inner city and the rich lives

that are lived on them. These recent
works have never been shown in
public until now, and are a must-see
for anyone who loves ‘The Land.’”
The talk, receptions and exhibitions are free and open to the public.
For more information on Heights
Arts community programs and events,
including house concerts, gallery performances and outreach, visit www.
heightsarts.org.
Genevieve Schwartz is the program manager at Heights Arts.

COURTESY COMMUNION OF SAINTS SCHOOL

Communion of Saints School presents ‘Honk!’

Carlita Skok

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Call Jared Lavender

www.KellerNational.com

More than 70 Communion of Saints
students are involved in the school’s
upcoming production of “Honk! Jr.,”
to be performed on April 5 and 6, at 7
p.m., in Powers Hall at Communion
of Saints School.
Now in its 10th year, the school’s
drama program invites the community to escape the cold with the
heartwarming tale of an ugly duckling’s transformation.
Whether working behind the
scenes or on stage, students are under
the guidance of Lydia Chanenka,
director and scenery painter extraor-

dinaire, and Maria Botti-Lodovico,
choreographer and musical director,
as they bring the story to life through
music and magical scenery.
Adult tickets are $3, making this
an affordable family evening to be
enjoyed by young and old alike.
For more information, visit
www.communionofsaintsschool.org.
Carlita Skok is mother of three, currently
working in executive search. An avid
volunteer, she is currently focusing her
efforts on Communion of Saints School
and Heights Youth Theatre.

You’ll miss ‘em when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even better
at keeping them healthy & beautiful
Pruning
Disease Identification
Fertilization
Immunization
Cable Support Systems Stump Grinding

since 2001

Tree Removal
Yard Expansion
& more ...

440-463-7379

ISA Certified
Arborist
#OH-6536A

RipleyTreeService.com

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
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24/7 Emergency Services
Free Estimates
Full Residential Services
www.heightsobserver.org

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Ardmore Tree Service

Always Buying Paying Cash









MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
Gold / Sterling Silver  Clocks
 Swords
Jewelry
 Lamps
Glassware
 Violins
Paintings
 Porcelain
Pottery
 Ivory Carvings
Military Items
 Oriental Rugs
Bronze Figures
Men’s Wristwatches  Marble Figures
7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

440-461-4611
Buying anything unusual

Free Estimates

Daugherty Construction, Inc.
Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com







MJM Window
Restoration
Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

216216-387387-0525

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

Shop
Local

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

440-944-0278

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights

llebles1@hotmail.com

www.flower-entertainment.com

NOW HIRING - SUBSTITUTE POSITIONS

AMISH CREWS

Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City Schools






www.heightsobserver.org

Student aides
Cleaners
Custodians
Security monitors
Food service workers

NEW GARAGE--RM ADDT’N
 ATTIC--BASEMENT FINISH
 ROOFING--SIDING
 DRIVEWAYS--WINDOWS
 DECK--PORCH--FRAMING
 COMPLETE RENOVATION


Call 216.320.1423
to find out how you can
advertise your business for
$29/month

Apply on-line: renhillgroup.com

(216) 486-5551
• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing
Member National Arborist Association

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Free Estimates

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

Since 1978

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132

Shop
Local

Complete Tree Service
Year-round

Questions? 216-767-5611

216-323-4483

EOE

Fully Insured

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays
in the community.

Alan I. Silver
Attorney at Law
Bankruptcy
Chapter 7 & Chapter 13
Tax problems
Member of United States Tax
Court
F REE CONSULTATION
REASONABLE T ERMS

(440) 461-0277

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

2121 South Green Rd .
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382 .9647

Services Offered:
Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans
Insurance:
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance
* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
*Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

Shop
Local

F
E DU CAT I N G T H E H E I G H TS SI N C E 19 88

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Fiction Editor needed.
Swarner56@aol.com

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Fully insured
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CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

A Complete Lighting
Sales & Service Company

For all your electrical needs



Landscape lighting, design
and installation





Fixture cleaning
Fixture and lamp repair
Lighting sales

(216) 956-2502
Ask for Shawn

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

Tech Lighting, Inc.
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R ESIDENTIAL / C OMMERCIAL

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve
License #48370
“Reliable electrical service and repair”
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SONGS AND
STORIES

Norman Tischler lived in Cleveland
Heights for decades. He moved to
the area in 1969, three or four years
out of college, when he was a VISTA
volunteer, assigned to the Karamu
House in Cleveland, where he taught
kids music and also taught them
about music.
He was a n ex traord i na r y
musician, who played with just about
every other musician in the region,
and with some nationally known
ones. No, really—just about every one
in this region. It sounds implausible,
but he was always everywhere, it
seemed, and never without his
instruments. And he knew everyone.
Some percentage of them—about
500 people, and, it appeared, about
half of them musicians—showed up
for his memorial service last month
at The Temple-Tifereth Israel in
Beachwood.
Norm died on Jan. 21, at the age
of 72, soon after a sudden diagnosis
of cancer. During his final week, his
hospital room constantly overflowed
with musicians and other friends,
and, much of the time, with music.
The bands Norman played in
over the years included the nationally
touring and recording Tiny Alice,
plus Freewheelin’, Gopher Broke,
Bazooom, the Motion, Easy Street,
Blue Lunch, InCahootz, the Travis
Haddix blues band, and several
more. And that list doesn’t include
bands with whom he occasionally sat
in, and solo artists he often backed
up. He also served as the director
of the Workmen’s Circle Klezmer
Orchestra for many years, and played
in a long-running production of the
musical “Beehive.”
For many years, his answering
machine’s outgoing message included
his upcoming gigs, which he always
called his “shameless self-promotion.”
He didn’t need to call it shameless,
because there’s no shame in a good
musician promoting himself. It
may have been relentless, but not
necessarily shameless.
When I moved back to Cleveland

from New York in the summer of 1972,
Norm was one of the first people I met,
introduced by a fellow-musician friend. I
asked Norm what he played and he said,
“Sax.” Our mutual friend told him I was
a record producer, and Norm said, “And
flute. And clarinet. And trombone.”
I started producing and/or arranging
records that I and other musicians were
recording around town, and I hired
Norm to play on almost every one of
them. In fact, I often arranged according
to what Norm played. If I needed a horn
section, it would be alto sax, tenor sax and
trombone—all Norm, multi-tracked. If
I needed winds, it was sax, clarinet and
flute. It was all-Norm, all the time.
That started in ’72, and it didn’t stop.
Just a few years ago, I arranged and coproduced my brother Noah Budin’s CD,
Metaphor, and Norm played on that,
including a Clarence Clemmons-worthy
solo on one song. And, as Norm used to
say, “They call Clarence Clemons the
black Norman Tischler.”
Norm played, with me, for 20 years
in Noah’s backup group, the Promised
Band. The three of us also played
together for 16 years in The Temple-

Tifereth Israel’s Rock My Soul Shabbat
band. And Norm and I played together
for many one-off performances for
various organizations, such as Roots
of American Music benefits.
But he didn’t play with me in
my group Long Road. He asked me
if I wanted him to, but I told him
it was an acoustic folk group, with
guitars, banjo, mandolin, Celtic harp,
autoharp, dulcimer, ukulele—all
stringed instruments. Norm looked at
me for a second and said, “So—do you
need a sax?”
On Martin Luther King Day,
the day Norm died, I backed up my
brother Noah in his annual MLK Day
concert at Stone Gardens Assisted
Living on the Menorah Park campus
in Beachwood. When it ended, an
older woman came up to me and
said, “I remember you from Noah’s
last concert. I thought it was so nice
when you went over to Noah after the
concert and gave him a kiss.” I said,
“That wasn’t me. That was Norman
Tischler.” She said, “Oh—I thought it
was you. Are you sure?” I said, “Yes. It’s
not the kind of thing I would do, but it

Norman Tischler, soloing with the Cleveland
gospel group the Prayer Warriors at a 2008
rally for Barack Obama, featuring Peter Yarrow
(of Peter Paul and Mary), whom he also backed
up, at the Beachland Ballroom.

IS the kind of thing Norm would do.”
Trying to be kind, she said, “Well,
I’m sure you’re a nice, warm person,
too.” I said, “Well—I’m not. . . . But
Norm was.”
And that’s true. Norm was.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern
Ohio Live, an author, and a professional
musician and comedian. His writing focuses
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

MAC’S

BACKS
BOOKSTORE
MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS!

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

Remembering Norman Tischler

Sharon Hatfield
Spiritualism in
Athens County
WED MAR 6, 7PM
Coventry Library

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS
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