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Deanna Bremer Fisher

In the 2019 Best of the Heights
Awards contest, readers of the Heights
Observer honored outstanding businesses in Cleveland Heights and
University Heights by voting, Jan. 1
through Feb. 15, for their favorites
in 12 categories. Lox, Stock and Brisket, a contemporary Jewish deli in
University Heights, is the winner in
the Best New Restaurant or Bar category, and PawsCLE, a doggy daycare
and boarding facility in Cleveland
Heights, is the winner in the Best
New Business (other) category.
Lox, Stock and Brisket, 13892
Cedar Road, is owned by Chef Anthony Zappola, a Cleveland native
who returned to his hometown after
starting a successful Asian fusion
restaurant in Las Vegas. Zappola, who
is of Italian heritage, is tickled that
the restaurant has become so popular
after only 10 months in business. “I
didn’t expect it,” he said. “I thought
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Anthony Zappola (right), owner of Lox, Stock and Brisket, 2019 Best New Restaurant or Bar winner,
with employee E.J. Keating.

perhaps we would attract the hipsters, but I’m thrilled that the locals
like us so much.” The restaurant,
which is closed Mondays, is open for
breakfast and lunch, serving Jewish
deli favorites with a contemporary
twist.
Best New Business (other) category winner PawsCLE, 1970 Lee
Road, is owned by Jeff Bradish, a
University Heights resident who de-

cided to become an entrepreneur after
a career in medical sales. He and his
wife, Meghan, purchased the former
Rite Aid building and renovated it to
offer wide-open indoor and outdoor
spaces in which dogs can stretch their
legs, play, and relax. Their goldendoodle, Frank, is the company mascot
and often is on site to greet customers
at the clean, modern facility and help

continued on page 12

Heights native reports from the
front lines of social movements

CH-UH BOE selects
superintendent who
won’t push ‘restart’

Shari Nacson

Fred D’Ambrosi

courtesy michael nigro

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

“I want to get the stories out
there,” said Cleveland Heights
native and multimedia journalist
Michael Nigro, over a cup of coffee
at Phoenix on Coventry.
From Occupy Wall Street,
Standing Rock, Charlottesville,
the Poor People’s Campaign, and
refugee camps at the U.S.-Mexico
border, Nigro has dedicated his
career to embedding himself with
social movements so that he can
share their stories through his
photography and reporting.
In 2016, Nigro spent a total of
one month (two junkets) embedded with protesters resisting the
Dakota Access pipeline at Standing Rock. “I learned so much—
how to treat people, the role of a
journalist, how social movements
work—and how they can collapse,”
reflected Nigro.
On Aug. 12, 2017, while cover-

Multimedia journalist Michael Nigro at
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation in 2016,
documenting protests against the Dakota Access Pipeline.

ing the white nationalist rally in
Charlottesville, Va., Nigro captured the moment a car plowed
continued on page 8

CHHS soloist to perform Barber concerto in season finale concert
Graduating senior Maria Tarnay will
perform with the Heights High Symphony, under the direction of Daniel
Heim, in the CHHS Instrumental
Music Department’s (IMD) Season
Finale Concert, on Friday, April 26, at
7:30 p.m. Tarnay will perform the first
two movements of Samuel Barber’s
Concerto for Violin and Orchestra, opus
14 (Allegro and Andante).
Tarnay began studying music
when she was 3 years old, her interest
sparked by the talents of her older
brothers, who played clarinet and
Heights Observer April 1, 2019
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Corbin Covault

Maria Tarnay will perform at the IMD Season
Finale Concert on April 26.
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trumpet. Tarnay began taking private
violin lessons at an early age, studying with Hannah Fry for about a year
before switching to Emily Cornelius,
with whom she has studied ever
since.
Tarnay has performed on the
violin with the Heights High Symphony for four years, achieving
Principal Second in her freshman
year and serving as Concertmaster
her junior and senior years. She has
also played in the chamber ensemble
program for three years, frequently
performing around the community
continued on page 3

The Cleveland
H e i g h t s - Un i versity Heights
Board of Education (BOE) unanimously voted at a
March 14 special Elizabeth Kirby
meeting to offer the position of
superintendent to Elizabeth Kirby,
currently chief of school strategy and
planning for Chicago Public Schools.
Kirby has spent her 23-year career in
Chicago schools as a teacher, principal
and administrator. A native Clevelander who grew up in Shaker-Buckeye
and graduated from Hawken School,
Kirby is scheduled to begin her new
role on Aug. 1, pending contract negotiations.
“I’m very excited to have Liz
Kirby joining Tiger Nation,” said Jodi
Sourini, BOE president, via e-mail.
“She understands both the challenges
and opportunities in diverse districts
like ours. During her day visiting our
district, she really connected with our
teachers, students, staff and community.”
Sourini noted that Kirby wants to
“build on the great work that’s been
done so far,” instead of “starting over.”
The board president said Kirby “was
able to give real life examples of programs she put in place that improved
student outcomes.”
Jim Posch, BOE vice president,
echoed those sentiments in his comments at the special meeting. “We’ve
heard from community members that
they don’t want to see the restart button pushed. We are at a point where
continued on page 7
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J.J. Costello

in 2018, the Cleveland Heights Municipal Court cost taxpayers almost
$70,000 less than in 2017, while hearing about 1,500 more cases, according
to our just-released annual report. The
court managed the savings while improving its web access and providing
more services for defendants, thanks
to good planning and management by
our capable and dedicated staff.
Part-time magistrates replaced a
full-time magistrate. Other cost savings in 2018 included reducing the
number of vehicles from two to one,
and spending less on books, because
the same information was already
available on existing electronic research services.
The Court spent about $1.12 million in general operating expenses,
which include employee salaries,
postage for notices, translator expenses, and more. Major added expenses were improvements to the
website and a new case management
system. The more user-friendly website now allows search by address to
determine if the city filed a criminal
case against a property. The case
management system creates digital
court entries, saving paper and improving efficiency.
The Court collected fines and
costs totaling just over $2 million.
More than $1.5 million went to the
city, and the remainder to the county

SCOTT HAIGH

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

For Sale!

1384 Slate Court, Cleveland Heights

Politics, Elections
and the Backfire Theory
Have fear, lies and racism grown stronger in
our communities? According to the “Backfire
Theory,” when your deepest convictions are
challenged by contradictory evidence, your
beliefs get stronger. Is this true? How can
progressives work with conservatives?
Brent Larkin

Guest speaker: Brent Larkin, Plain Dealer
Columnist and former PD Editorial Director

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cleveland

Sunday, April 7, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
21600 Shaker Blvd., Shaker Heights
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and state. The Court has consistently raised funds well in excess of
its general fund expenses, and 2018
was no different. However, I believe
the Court should never be viewed
as a revenue center. Its mission is to
administer justice.
The Court transformed its collection procedures for those unable
to pay all fines and costs. In the past,
although not necessarily the case,
defendants were told that all fines
and costs were due on the court
date. Now, payment plans are more
transparent and more closely monitored, and payments can be made
in person, by mail, or online via the
website.
The Court heard a total of 15,833
cases in 2018, nearly 1,500 more
than the year before. According to
Supreme Court of Ohio 2018 case
statistics (http://bit.ly/CleHtsMuniCts),
adjusted for per judge caseload,
Cleveland Heights heard 5,318 more
cases than the average number of
cases heard by the other municipal
courts in Cuyahoga County, and
6,139 more than the average number
of cases heard by municipal courts
throughout Ohio.
Cleveland Heights Municipal
Court heard a total of 2,461 criminal
and 11,523 traffic cases.
The Court provides indigent
defendants with appointed counsel
not only on misdemeanors but at all
felony hearings. This allows an attor-

ney to be present, not only to counsel
the defendant, but also to advocate on
behalf of the defendant on matters
such as setting bail.
We also improved the monitoring
of, and services available to, defendants. For the first time in many years,
the Court can conduct drug and alcohol testing. For the first time ever, the
Court created a partnership to refer
defendants to the specialized dockets
of Cleveland Municipal Court, including the mental health and drug court.
The partnership allows Cleveland
Heights to provide defendants with
the same benefits without the cost
of creating duplicative specialized
courts.
While the annual report (http://
bit.ly/CleHtsCourtRpts) is meant for
CH City Council, Cuyahoga County
Council, and the county executive,
I hope the citizens of Cleveland
Heights will use it to understand
the features, functions, and benefits
of their Municipal Court. We are
public servants, and come to work
for more than just a paycheck. We
strive to meet and exceed our obligations to the citizens and the public
at large. I am proud of the work that
we have accomplished at the Court,
and look forward to serving for years
to come.

Heights Methodist
clergy welcome all

About the Observer

To the Editor:
By now, many Heights residents
will have read or heard that a body
of The United Methodist Church
recently voted to maintain its
discriminatory position regarding
same-sex marriage and ordination.
We want you to be aware that
not all United Methodists are likeminded.
As the United Methodist clergypersons serving in Cleveland
Heights, we affirm our passion
for, and commitment to, justice
and covenant with all of God’s
children.
Our congregations, though
diverse, share a calling to love
God and neighbor, and to include
all souls in our mission to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
All are welcome in our parishes, including our LGBTQIA+
kindred, as we live together in
humility and strive to find God’s
best hope for all of us.
A General Conference is not
the church. WE are the church,
the gloriously messy body of Christ
where the witness continues. And
there is room for all at the table.
Rev. Shannon V. Trenton, Church of
the Redeemer UMC
Rev. Andy Call, Church of the Saviour
UMC
Rev. Gregory Kendrick, Church of
the Saviour UMC
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J.J. Costello is a lifelong Cleveland Heights
resident and judge of the Cleveland
Heights Municipal Court.

The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
•F
 or information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
May issue must be submitted by April
15. We publish some articles online
as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.
www.heightsobserver.org
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EdChoice vouchers more available as
public school test performance dips
robert shwab

About 60 residents met at the Lee
Road Library on Feb. 26 to learn about
the EdChoice Scholarships that are
becoming more available for students
in Cleveland Heights, as state test
results for Heights High have fallen
to the “underperforming” category.
At the request of residents,
Americans for Prosperity Foundation invited Alyson Miles, board chair
of School Choice Ohio, to explain
eligibility and the application process.
School Choice Ohio (https://scohio.org/)
is an independent not-for-profit that
offers to assist parents in navigating
the program. The Ohio Department
of Education provides information
about the program on its website:
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/OtherResources/Scholarships/.
Compared to the per-student cost
of CH-UH public school (estimates
range from $16,000 to $21,000), the
EdChoice scholarships are quite small:
$4,650 for K–8, $6,000 for high school.
And, there are many restrictions to
the program. The private school cannot charge the student more than the
scholarship amount, so if high school
tuition is $10,000, the student cannot
be billed for the difference.
I assume private school endowments and donations pick up the difference. If your child is already enrolled
at a private school, you are not eligible
for the scholarship. The entry point
for many students would be their first
enrollment into kindergarten or, later,
after the student has been enrolled in
public school for one year.

We all know students (including
my own) who have received a great
education at our public schools. CHUH school advocates distributed an
impressive brochure that highlights
well-thought-out goals and strategies
for successful outcomes for students.
The school is offering excellent
resources, and it will be up to the
parents and students to grasp the opportunity. That brochure is evidence
that competition along with other
pressures has been an incentive for
improvement.
However, almost half of parents
here decide the public schools are not
the best fit for their child. For affluent
families, they apply to private school,
write a check and that’s the end of it.
But low- and middle-income families
already paying very high local taxes
need financial assistance to make that
choice a reality. Yet, the school board
and union officials begrudge and
bemoan families these small scholarships, even while CH-UH is among
the best funded districts in Ohio by
a standard deviation. They expect
to have a monopoly to draw on the
taxpayer well of income, even though
many families have opted out, or
would. I expect that from Ari Klein,
who was at the meeting doing his job
as the [teachers] union rep., but the
school board could take a broader
view of our diverse and multicultural
community.

Celebrate
Spring!
We’re here to help with all your spring
celebrations. Enjoy our locally-sourced
foods and treats baked from scratch.

.............................................
Cleveland Hts: 2482 Fairmount Blvd • 216.231.8585
Moreland Hills: 34105 Chagrin Blvd • 216.672.3600

lunabakerycafe.com

Robert Shwab chose to live in Cleveland
Heights in 2000, after living in New York,
Miami, D.C., Philadelphia, Milwaukee
and Connecticut.

soloist continued from page 1

in various events. Along with school
ensembles, Tarnay has been a member of the Contemporary Youth
Orchestra for two years, achieving
Assistant Principal Second Violin
and Assistant Concertmaster in her
second year. She has served as Vice
President of Service for Tri-M this
past year, and was a counselor at the
Reaching Heights Music Camp for
three summers. Outside of the music
department, Tarnay has been on the
swim team for four years, serving as
a captain her junior and senior years.
Tarnay also enjoys reading, working as a lifeguard at the community pool, and spending time with her
friends. Next fall, she plans to pursue
studies in biomedical engineering.
The Heights High IMD’s spring
concert series begins on Wednesday,
April 24, with Season Finale Concert
I, at 7:30 p.m., featuring the Concert
Band, Symphonic Band, and the Concert Orchestra. The series continues
on Friday, April 26, with Season Finale
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Concert II, featuring the Symphonic
Winds and the Heights High Symphony. Both concerts will be held in
the Heights High Auditorium, and
will be preceded by performances by
Chamber Ensembles at 6:30 p.m.
A reception will follow the concert on Friday, with entertainment by
the Jazz Ensembles.
Additionally, the Heights IMD
Jazz Ensembles, under the direction
of Brett Baker and Ben Ammon, will
perform a program of upbeat music
at their annual Jazz Night concert on
Friday, May 3, at 7 p.m., in the Heights
High Auditorium.
Baker is the Director of Bands,
Daniel Heim is the Director of Orchestras, and Ammon is the Director
of Chamber Ensembles at Heights
High.
Corbin Covault is the communications
coordinator for the Cleveland Heights
High School Band and Orchestra Parents
Organization (BOPO).
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District’s specialty staff provide
important services to students

216.688.7302
AnytimeFitnessUHeights
@anytimeuh

A Teacher’s
Voice

Ari Klein

Most members of the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union—
around 76 percent—are classroom teachers. Another 8 percent are guidance counselors,
school nurses, school psychologists, and social workers. Close
to 6 percent of our membership
comprises ancillary positions—
those who work in our media
centers, alternative learning
environments (formerly known
as in-school suspension), and
security monitors.
The remaining 10 percent
is specialty staff. Nine of these
staffers work as speech and
language pathologists (SLP),
occupational therapists (OT),
and physical therapists (PT).
I had several opportunities to
meet with these extraordinary
people and learned much about
the important work they do with
our students.
SLPs, OTs and PTs are
trained in their craft and have
the expertise to apply their skills
in a school setting. They are
members of teams that identify
students with special needs and
then help create education plans
to help these students. They
also make periodic assessments
to track the progress of these
students.
The specialists provide the
services to help students function better both in and out of
school. They work with students
in class, one-on-one, or in small
group sessions. They are trained
to work with students of all ages,
from preschool through high
school.
They may provide interventions when learning difficulties
are suspected, but a full-out diagnosis may be more than what

2151 South Taylor Road

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Call Jared Lavender

www.KellerNational.com

BEST.
SUMMER.

EVER.
Located in Shaker
Heights, HB offers a
wide array of summer
programming for boys
and girls ages 3–21.
Visit hb.edu/summer to browse
through academic, athletics,
adventure, theatre, and specialty
camp options to create your own
one-of-a-kind experience.
We offer flexible scheduling.
Call 216.320.8085 for details.

Heights Observer April 1, 2019

is needed to get the student back
on track.
SLPs help our special-needs
students function to the best of
their ability. The SLPs know about
a myriad of disorders—from communication and voice issues to
physical issues, such as swallowing.
OTs help students work on visual and fine motor skills, self-care
tasks and executive functions.
PTs work on the functional
and physical aspects of a student’s
day, which might include adjusting existing equipment, ordering
special equipment, and adapting
materials to students’ physical
needs. In other words, they make
school accessible to those students
who have trouble with functions
that most of us take for granted.
Our related service providers
help students learn how to navigate
the world, use different tools, understand language and speak, use
their bodies to their fullest potential, and more. These specialized
professionals can seem invisible in
our schools, but have a significant
impact on many students.
Decades ago, few people imagined that schools would be providing these special services to
children. That was a time when a
student who was “different” was
often sent to a specialized facility,
or had part-time instruction at
home. We live in a different era
now, and our schools have adapted
to serving these needs.
I believe that related service
providers perform challenging, but
rewarding, work in our schools,
with few people knowing these
specialists are on staff. As demands
for these services rise, I hope that
our district can hire more related
service providers in the future, and
that we figure out the best way to
make use of their special expertise.
Ari Klein is a lifelong community
member, math teacher at Cleveland
Heights High School, and president
of the Cleveland Heights Teachers
Union.

POWER WASHING
DECK CLEANING & STAINING

MARCH 18–29 & JULY 22–AUGUST 9

Vacation Camps

PAVING • SEALCOATING • DECKS

216-533-2936

Co-ed, Preschool – Grade 8

JUNE 10–JULY 19

SEALCOATING • ASPHALT
CONCRETE

Day Camps

BROAD HORIZONS BEGINNER Co-ed, ages 3 & 4
BROAD HORIZONS Girls, Grades K – 5
BROADER HORIZONS Girls, Grades 6 – 8
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Making democracy work
Heights of
Democracy

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

A couple of years ago, a group of
Cleveland Heights residents began
agitating for a change in the city’s
form of government. Specifically,
they wanted to switch from a largely
ceremonial mayor chosen by city
council to a full-time chief executive elected by citizens. This change
would require an amendment to
the city charter and approval by
the voters. News of these stirrings
prompted CH City Council to appoint a Charter Review Commission
(CRC) for the first time since the
1980s.
The CRC recently completed
its work and presented to council
a First Amended Charter. Council
members will now determine which
elements of the proposed amended
charter to accept, modify, or reject.
Unless council rejects the CRC’s
work in its entirety, the adoption
of the First Amended Charter will
be on the November 2019 ballot for
the people to vote up or down.
Critically, the CRC did not
recommend any change in form of
government, choosing to retain the
city manager as chief executive,
answerable to a council serving entirely at large.
One of us, Carla Rautenberg,
served on the CRC. She was one of
only two members who favored a
popularly elected mayor, and one of
three who wanted to at least consider electing some council members
by ward. (Many other cities have a
“mixed council,” with four members
elected by ward, and three elected
at large.)
Cleveland Heights citizens have
had exactly one opportunity to vote
on their form of government, with
the adoption of the city’s charter in
1921. No one alive today has had that
chance, because neither an elected
mayor nor the option of choosing
council members by ward has been
on the ballot since then.
As many readers are aware,

the freeways and saved their cities from destruction in the 1960s;
when Heights Citizens for Human
Rights, the St. Ann Social Action
Housing Committee, the Committee
to Improve Community Relations,
and Heights Community Congress
fought City Hall, and then worked
with it, to build and maintain a racially integrated community; when
residents advocated for foreclosure
bond legislation for five years until
council finally passed it.
Making democracy work—that is
what Citizens for an Elected Mayor is
doing now. And already it is pushing
local government to be more responsive and accountable.

Citizens for an Elected Mayor is planning a ballot issue campaign, with the
goal of putting a charter amendment
before Cleveland Heights voters at
the earliest practicable opportunity.
We support this citizens’ initiative.
However, democracy neither
begins nor ends at the ballot box.
CH Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow’s
recent posts on Nextdoor.com and
Facebook, detailing CH City Council
activities, have been warmly received
by residents. When called upon to
give her report during council meetings, City Manager Tanisha Briley
has begun replying with substantive
updates, instead of giving her former
customary statement, “I have nothing
to report this evening, Your Honor.”
These efforts at greater accountability do not render a change in form of
government unnecessary, but they are
positive developments, and we do not
think the timing is coincidental.
This is how democracy works.
It is not bestowed from on high, but
rises from the grassroots—as when
intrepid garden club ladies stopped

In our three-part series, “Before
diversity,” space limits kept us
from mentioning many people who
were essential to making Cleveland
Heights the vibrant, integrated community it is today. While we could
never list everyone who contributed
to that multi-decade effort, we must
take this opportunity to recognize
the contributions of (in no particular
order) Hilton Smith, Kermit Lind,
Lana Cowell, Chip Bromley, Diana

Woodbridge, Gay Quereau, Ralph
Brody, Leatrice Madison, Gerda
Freedheim, Joan Dowling, Betty
Nelson, Mary Boyle, Carl Campbell,
and Robert and Juanita Storey.
Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg are longtime residents of Cleveland
Heights. Contact them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

216-371-5944
• Slate

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

www.ustonroof.com

Zoma

Ethiopian Restaurant
2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste—you are ours”
VEGAN NIGHT
Every Wednesday, 5–10pm
15% off all Vegan dishes

www.zomacleveland.com
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Concert celebrates the common good
the common
good

Susie Kaeser

Every four years, Reaching Heights, a
community-based organization that
supports our public schools, mounts
an all-district musical extravaganza,
Reaching Musical Heights, at Severance Hall. The concert features vocal and instrumental performances
by children from the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights elementary and middle schools, and
Heights High. On March 5, nearly
600 young musicians graced the
stage of the elegant hall and ignited
joy, pride and hope.
Severance Hall communicates
dignity, excellence, tradition and
reverence for music. Reaching Musical Heights properly positions our
community’s children within that
milieu.
For the fifth time in 20 years,
our community had the opportunity
to be transfixed by our children. For
many of those on the stage and in
the audience, the concert was an
introduction to a world-class architectural treasure, that was, for that
moment, all ours! Krista Hawthorne,
the executive director of Reaching
Heights, and her team of music
teachers and community volunteers
produced an evening with hundreds
of moving parts that ran like a top.
The performances by 11 different
ensembles were equally perfect.
The 140-member Elementary
Honor Choir, with its delightful
synchronized hand motions orchestrated by music teacher Tamar
Gray, set the tone for the evening.
Our youngest musicians brought
down the house and inspired tears
of joy. The excitement continued as
middle school musicians performed
in a choir, an orchestra and a band.
The second half focused on
Heights High’s panoply of musical
opportunities, including the Gospel
Choir, Barbershoppers, Heights
Singers and A Cappella choir. The
Jazz Ensembles, Symphonic Winds
and Symphonic band showed their

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST
Since 1982

Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

Honesty, Value and
Communication

VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE
1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolution.com
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You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn
Are you tired of calling an
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?
Are you frustrated with
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?
Our customized lawn care program
and lawn renovation services make
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today.

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation
• Organic and traditional
lawn fertilization programs
• Integrated weed and
pest management
• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and
thatch removal
• Weekly lawn maintenance

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

More than 550 students in grades 3–12 performed onstage at Severance Hall for Reaching Musical Heights on March 5. Pictured here are the Heights High Orchestra and Choirs performing the
concert finale, “Anvil Chorus” from Il Trovatore by Giuseppe Verdi, conducted by Daniel Heim,
Instrumental Music Director for the CH-UH City School District.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
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Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of
Cleveland Heights and the former director of Reaching Heights. She is active
with the Heights Coalition for Public
Education and the League of Women
Voters.

courtesy reaching heights

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

musical strength. The moving evening ended with a glorious performance of Verdi’s “Anvil Chorus,”
which filled the stage with the
48-piece Heights High Symphony
Orchestra and the 85 voices of the
choirs. It was a long evening, but I
didn’t want it to end. I would have
been happy for encores all the way
around!
This one-of-a-kind event evoked
overwhelming feelings of pride—
pride in our children, our music,
our educators, our school district,
and our community. Good feelings
abounded throughout the concert
hall and lingered afterward. People
of all generations were there to be
entertained by our youth and to communicate to them that they matter to
all of us. My children grew up in our
schools and are long gone, but every
child on the stage was mine.
Every penny paid to create the
event, every drop of energy that
went into its production and promotion, and every minute spent at the
concert was worth it. The connections we all made with our children
and one another were priceless.
Public education benefits all of
us, whether we have children who
use the public schools or not. As taxpayers and voters, we are the guardians of our schools and our students.
Whoever they are, their growth and
development are important to all of
us. They are ours.
Most students are strangers to
the community that invests in them.
At Reaching Musical Heights, we got
a glimpse of those strangers. We got
to enjoy their talents and recognize
them as a community of learners.
I advocate for public education
because it is a profound expression
of our country’s commitment to
the common good. We invest public
funds in a system of common schools
of high quality, because an educated
citizenry is essential to our democracy. The concert reminded us that
supporting the future of our young
people, whoever they are, is worth it.
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University Heights News

New University Heights law raises tobacco-purchasing age to 21
Mike Cook

On March 19, University Heights
City Council unanimously passed
legislation to raise the minimum age
to buy tobacco and vaping products
to 21 years old.
In doing so, University Heights
became the 21st local government in
Ohio to pass such legislation. Later
that same evening, Lakewood became
the 22nd.
Councilwoman Michele Weiss
introduced the legislation in response

to the increase in vaping. “The vaping epidemic has moved our country
back decades in the fight against
nicotine addiction,” she said. “I feel
this ordinance is a prime example of
why I ran for office—to make meaningful impact in the community for
the betterment of our residents.”
Prior to the vote, council heard
from Rick Novickis, director of Environmental Public Health Services
at the Cuyahoga County Board of
Health, and Wendy Hyde, the Tobacco 21 director for Ohio and Michigan.

“Since more than 95 percent of
addicted smokers start before the age
of 21,” Novickis said, “implementing
legislation like this will help minimize
the number of kids who will actually
start smoking.”
Hyde cited studies showing
that in cities where the tobacco age
was raised to 21, smoking by teens
dropped by 40 percent. “This policy
works,” she said. “It doesn’t solve all
our problems, but it has a significant
result.”
In her presentation, Hyde considered the rights that come with
turning 18. “Being able to join the
military—that’s a positive thing.
Being able to vote—that’s a positive
thing,” she said. “Gaining a lifelong
addiction to a product that kills its
users is not a positive aspect.”
UH Mayor Michael Dylan
Brennan agreed. “There is no right
to purchase or consume tobacco. It
is not a fundamental right, like the
right to vote, or the right to marry,
or the right to due process. It is
simply a consumer decision, nothing
as elevated as an actual right. And I
am a strong supporter of consumer
protection,” he said. “Legislating
the health, safety and welfare of our
community is a valid role of the city
government, and there is a valid
public health concern that makes
this legislation proper.”
The legislation passed 6-0, with
one council member absent. Brennan
said he will sign the legislation into
law, and it will take effect in 30 days.
According to Tobacco 21, Ohio
currently has an above-the-nationalaverage rate of both high-school
age smoking and adult smoking. An
estimated 259,000 children now un-

University Heights City Council
meeting highlights
FEBRUARY 20, 2019
Present were Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan and council members Pamela Cameron
(arrived at 8:20 p.m.), Phil Ertel, John Rach,
Steven Sims and Mark Wiseman. Vice Mayor
Susan Pardee and Councilwoman Michele
Weiss were absent. Also present were Law
Director Luke McConville, Finance Director
James Goffe, and Clerk of Council Kelly
Thomas. The meeting was held from 7 to 8:25
p.m., at which time council adjourned to executive session to discuss real estate matters.
Public comments
Cuyahoga River Restoration: Jane Goodman, executive director of Cuyahoga River
Restoration, updated council on the state
of the Cuyahoga River, its watershed, and
the 10 miles of lakefront that her agency
oversees. Three of 10 impairments have now
been resolved. Almost all fish caught in Lake
Erie are now safe to eat (with two breeds
still carrying cautions). Nine Mile Creek and
Dugway Brook, which are visible in University
Heights and South Euclid, are headwaters of
the Cuyahoga.
	Meals on Wheels: Paul Nickerson reported on Meals on Wheels of Beachwood,
Shaker Heights and University Heights,
noting that the organization is independent
and entirely funded by donations and the
recipients, who pay $7 per day for two meals.
The organization would like to serve more
clients, but needs more volunteers to prepare
and deliver the meals.
BZA appointment
Harvey Schabes was appointed to the remaining open seat on the Board of Zoning
Appeals (BZA) for a two-year term commencing March 1.
Storefront improvement program
Council approved the creation of a storefront improvement program under the city’s
Economic Development Department. Susan
Drucker, economic development director,
requested a budget of $25,000 for this pilot
program, which is open to locally owned
businesses that want to make transformational
improvements to their exteriors.
Infrastructure projects
City Engineer Joe Ciuni reported that the East
Ohio Gas project to replace approximately
four miles of gas lines between Fairmount
Boulevard and Hillbrook Road, from Saybrook to Edgerton roads, has begun. The
Cedar Road repaving project, from Green
Road to Brainard Road, will begin shortly.
Cuyahoga County has granted $29,000
to pay for materials to fill pavement cracks
on Warrensville Center and Cedar roads, in
an effort to extend the life of the roadways.
LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.
MARCH 4 2019
Present were Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan, Vice Mayor Susan Pardee, and council
members Pamela Cameron, Phil Ertel, John
Rach, Steven Sims, Michele Weiss and Mark
Wiseman. Also present were Law Director
Luke McConville, Finance Director James
Goffe, and Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas.
The meeting was held from 7 to 8:48 p.m.

Heights Observer April 1, 2019

Public comments
City finances: After praising the city for an
excellent first edition of Mosaic magazine,
Bert Seibert expressed his great concern
for the city’s failure to pay many of its bills,
as reported by the mayor in his state of the
city address. Seibert said he was upset that
the seven council members were not monitoring the city’s finances. Mayor Brennan
broke with protocol to reply that council
members had, indeed, attempted to oversee the finances, but their many requests
for adequate, detailed financial reporting
were ignored and the administration was
unresponsive. Although the previous administration reported a surplus of more than $2
million, this was found to be false when the
accounts were reconciled and all outstanding invoices were paid.
Mayor’s report on city finances
Mayor Brennan announced that the city’s
budget for 2019 is being introduced tonight
on first reading and acknowledged that it
is a compromise budget with some difficult
choices. The actual state of the city’s finances
has only recently been revealed as Finance
Director Goffe finished reconciling the bank
statements, which had not been done for over
a year. Council members and the finance
advisory committee have worked diligently
to determine top priorities going forward.

Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

superintendent continued from page 1

Walter Stinson Community Park
As announced in Mayor Brennan’s state of
the city address, the city’s community park
at 2313 Fenwick Road is being re-dedicated
as Walter Stinson Community Park, in honor
of Stinson’s 43 years of dedicated service to
the city, under four mayors.

we can build a culture of excellence,”
he said.
Dan Heintz, BOE member,
agreed that Kirby would stay the
course. “She was really impressed with
our commitment to the strategic plan
and to the goals of the strategic plan.
She is committed to pursuing those
same goals,” he said at the meeting.
Kirby will replace Talisa Dixon,
who departed CH-UH in early March
to become superintendent of Columbus Public Schools. Dixon was earning approximately $165,000 a year at
CH-UH, and will earn a base salary
of $242,000 in Columbus, the largest
district in the state.
Brian Williams is interim superintendent. A longtime district administrator who is currently coordinator
of alternative programming at the
Options Center, Williams was not
a candidate for superintendent and
will return to the Center when Kirby
starts in August.
In a school district news release,
Kirby stated that she is “excited about
the opportunity to return home to
Northeast Ohio and lead a district
rich in diversity and opportunities
for students.” She said she “truly felt
at home” during her visit and was
“impressed with the great work happening in the schools.”
“I look forward to working with

Sale of nicotine products
Councilwoman Weiss introduced Ordinance
2019-09, on first reading, amending the
city’s tobacco sale regulations to include
all nicotine products and raising the age of
legal purchase to 21. Selling to a minor or
presenting false identification for purchase
will be a first-degree misdemeanor.
2019 budget
The 2019 budget was presented on first reading for the period commencing Jan. 1 and
ending Dec. 31. The full document is available on the city’s website for public review.
The mayor and vice mayor gave full credit to
James Goffe for providing full transparency,
noting that current council members have
never seen this level of detail.
LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.
To receive email postings of full reports,
send an email to heights@lwvgreatercleveland.org or join through Google groups
using “lwv-chuh observer reports” as a
search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public
meetings and are not official statements
of the Heights Chapter of the League of
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland. This
disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.

			

der the age of 18 will eventually die
prematurely due to smoking, with
6,400 children each year becoming
daily smokers.
The result is an annual health
care cost of $5.64 billion that is
directly caused by smoking, and another $5.88 billion in lost productivity. Despite this, Ohio spends only 11
percent of the Centers for Disease
Control’s recommended amount on
tobacco prevention.
Dr. Michael Salem, president and
CEO of National Jewish Health, said
e-cigarette use, or vaping, by teens
and young adults is especially worrisome. “After decades of decline, the
consumption of tobacco products has
taken a U-turn and begun a precipitous climb,” Salem said recently. “Vaping among middle and high school
students increased 900 percent from
2011 to 2015, and nearly doubled in
just the last year. Today, one in 20
middle-schoolers and one in five high
school students use e-cigarettes. College students and young adults vape
at similar or even greater rates.”
The Tobacco 21 movement in
Ohio began in the spring of 2015, with
the Preventing Tobacco Addiction
Foundation and its allies working to
raise the tobacco-purchasing age in
their hometowns. Upper Arlington
unanimously passed legislation on
June 8, 2015, and Bexley quickly followed. Since then, numerous cities
have followed suit, including Cleveland, Columbus, Akron, Wickliffe,
Euclid, Brooklyn and Cleveland
Heights.
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all stakeholders to build upon the
momentum created through the
district’s strategic plan and guiding
mission,” Kirby said.
According to the news release,
Kirby was one of four finalists to get
in-depth interviews. She started her
career as a history teacher at OliveHarvey Middle College High School
in Chicago before transitioning to administrative roles as assistant principal
and then head principal at Kenwood
Academy, 2003–12. Kirby then was
promoted to network chief overseeing the implementation of school improvement plans for 18,000 students.
In her current role as chief of
school strategy and planning, Kirby
provides strategic guidance to 656
district, charter, and contract schools,
and oversees the district’s 18 network
chiefs, or regional superintendents,
to support principals in building and
sustaining strong schools.
Kirby earned a B.A. with a special
concentration in urban studies from
Harvard University and an M.A. in
social science from the University of
Chicago.
Fred D’Ambrosi has been an awardwinning journalist for 40 years, mostly
as a TV news director in Cleveland, D.C.,
San Diego and Milwaukee. He’s enjoyed
living in Cleveland Heights since 2015.
www.heightsobserver.org

Cleveland Heights News

Cleveland Heights City Council CH City council narrows candi-

dates for open seat to four

meeting highlights
FEBRUARY 19, 2019
Council members present were Mayor Carol
Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow, Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein and Michael N.
Ungar. The seventh council seat is vacant. The
meeting lasted from 7:45 to 9:27 p.m.
Public comments
Housing issues: Two residents spoke about
problems with housing. One stated that safe
and reliable housing is a right, and that when
his landlord did not provide adequate heat
during the recent cold spell, the housing department was very helpful in detecting code violations and holding the landlord accountable.
The second speaker was concerned
about a halfway house on Lee Road that she
had not been aware of before it opened. She
said she has been concerned about many
EMS and police visits to the house since
autumn, and has been unable to reach city
staff that can respond. She was referred to
Allan Butler of the housing department, who
was present at the meeting.
Landmark ordinance: Three people
spoke in support of the landmark ordinance
on the agenda and its economic benefits for
Cleveland Heights. Deanna Bremer Fisher,
director of FutureHeights, announced her
organization’s support. Other supporters
were Margaret Lann, a member of the Landmark Commission who is on the staff of the
Cleveland Restoration Society; and Maisie
Adams, chair of the Landmark Commission.
Police department annual presentation
Police Chief Mecklenberg reported on the
status of her 109-person department. Four
basic patrol officer positions are frozen. More
than 49,000 calls for service were logged
in 2018, but while arrests are up, crime occurrences are down. Burglaries are at the
lowest point ever, with a 50-percent decrease
from 2017, and violent crime has decreased
28.2 percent.
Fire department annual presentation
Fire Chief Freeman reported an 11 percent
increase in total runs in 2018, of which 21
percent were fire and emergency calls, and
79 percent were medical calls.
Landmark ordinance
An ordinance to revise and amend the city
code chapter on the Landmark Commission
received a first reading. The commission
meets the Ohio Historic Preservation Office’s
standards to become a Certified Local Government (CLG), a federal-state-local partnership.
The intent of these revisions is to further historic
preservation goals by enabling the Landmark
Commission to safeguard locally designated
properties, protect properties as they go
through the landmark designation process,
designate local historic districts where more
than 50 percent of property owners consent,
and protect designated properties from inappropriate alterations or demolition.
This action was promoted in the 2017
Cleveland Heights Master Plan. CLG status
will increase the ability to safeguard historic
properties, provide access to grants through
the state Historic Preservation Office, nomi-

nate properties to the National Register of
Historic Places, further community historic
preservation education, and acquire and
redevelop designated historic properties.
City council vacancy
Kahlil Seren announced that videotaped
interviews were being reviewed and some of
the applicants will be brought in for in-person
interviews.
Ballot initiative for city charter
Seren announced that a community group is
looking into a ballot initiative to change the
form of city government to a council/elected
mayor format.
LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
MARCH 4, 2019
Council members present were Mayor Carol
Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow and Kahlil
Seren. The meeting began at 7:35 p.m. and
adjourned at 8:02 p.m.
Public comments
Landmark Commission revision: Fairmount
Boulevard resident and FutureHeights Director
Deanna Bremer Fisher spoke in favor of the
proposed changes to the Landmark Commission ordinance which signal valuable commitment to historic resources. They are expected
to facilitate rehabilitation of commercial
properties and spur economic development.
Landmark Commission
Council approved legislation that repeals
Chapter 143 of the city code and replaces it
with provisions that make Cleveland Heights
a Certified Local Government and thus
eligible to participate in federal-state-local
partnership to promote historic preservation.
It gives the city access to grants and other
resources to further the preservation of historic buildings and neighborhoods. Council
considers it to be a useful development tool.
This is the first change in Landmark Commission legislation in 23 years, and was passed
in time to support the reuse of the Medusa
Building. Council members expressed appreciation to staff for bringing about this
significant improvement.
Community Improvement Corporation
Council approved legislation creating a new
city entity, a Community Improvement Corporation, to facilitate economic development. A
five-member board of directors will oversee its
actions. Members will be the city manager,
mayor, planning committee chair, housing
director, and a member of the public.
Mayor’s report
Mayor Roe announced that the state’s
transportation budget, HB 62, has been introduced, and that the city expressed support
for the legislation as an important source of
funds for local road improvements.
LWV Observer: Susie Kaeser.
Look for earlier and often expanded postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
See disclaimer on page 7.

Spring Flea Market
all proceeds benefit mission work

Friday, May 3, 9:30 - 5

$10 admission 9:30 - 10:30, free thereafter

Saturday, May 4, 10 - 2

50% off all items (except collectibles) all day Saturday

Clothing, Furniture, Collectibles, Toys, Sporting,
Garden and Household items
Bake Sale
Homemade Soup & Hot Dog Lunch
We welcome donations from the community!

2537 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights

Drop off items at the church April 28-May 1.

(216) 321-8880
www.cotsumc.org

(No televisions, please.)

Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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Kim Sergio Inglis

On March 14, the city of Cleveland
Heights sent out a news release stating: Cleveland Heights City Council
has been reviewing candidates to
fill the currently vacant seat on the
Council. The seat vacated late last
year has meant that Council is currently operating with six rather than
the full seven members.
“With an engaged community
such as Cleveland Heights, it is no
surprise we had 35 applicants for
this important position,” said Mayor
Carol Roe. “We reviewed each candidate’s application and video interview
and brought in four exceptional candidates.”
The candidates selected are
Cleveland Heights residents Craig
Cobb, Tamika Martin, Melody Joy
Hart and Davida Russell. You can
view their application and taped
front lines continued from page 1

into a crowd of counter-protesters,
injuring 35 and killing one. The
car clipped Nigro, smashing his
other camera as it drove past him.
(A photo essay from that afternoon
can be viewed on Truthdig’s website,
www.truthdig.com.)
Recently, Nigro’s work has
focused on the immigration crisis,
reporting from January’s migrant
caravan and asylum-seeker camps
in Tijuana. “There are 15,000 kids
at the border in Texas with numbers on their arms,” he said.
Nigro’s live Facebook broadcasts have included footage of a
woman jumping the border wall.
In February, he covered counterprotests of a Super Bowl weekend
neo-Nazi rally near Atlanta.
Live feeds have become essential to reporting, Nigro explained,
noting, “The news cycle happens
so fast. These are real human beings going through this.”
Returning home to visit his
parents and other relatives gives
Nigro the chance to visit favorite
places such as City Buddha, Nighttown, On the Rise, Shaker Lakes,
and The Grog Shop. “Live music
is my refuge,” he said, providing a
respite that is sorely needed, given
his intense profession.
Born and raised in Cleveland
Heights, Nigro attended Fairfax
Elementary School, St. Ann’s middle school, and Gilmour Academy.
After graduating from Wittenberg
University and receiving an MFA
from American University, Nigro
lived in London before returning
to Cleveland Heights. He worked
a copywriter for Playhouse Square,
Scene magazine, and the Free Times.
In 1994, with an interest in
documentary film and TV, Nigro
and his wife, Berni, a Cleveland State
University grad and radio personality, moved to New York City, where
Nigro started writing and directing
for various networks, including
ABC, Discovery, MTV and National
Geographic.
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screening interviews on the city’s
website, www.clevelandheights.com.
Formal interviews have been conducted by City Council and a decision
is expected shortly.
A swearing-in ceremony for the
new Councilperson will be on Monday, April 15. “It has been wonderful
to see the interest from so many of
our residents who want to serve our
community” said Roe. “We thank all
35 people for their interest and their
commitment to Cleveland Heights.”
[Editor’s note: According to
Susanna Niermann O’Neil, vice city
manager, there were 41 applicants at
the deadline. Six of them withdrew
for “a variety of reasons,” and one
of the remaining 35 was unable to
schedule an interview.]
Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga
County master gardener volunteer.
In 2010 he began directing the
reality game show, “Cash Cab,”
which, in a roundabout way, brought
him into the news and documentary
arena. When the show wrapped at
midnight, Nigro would go to Zuccotti Park to film the Occupy Wall
Street demonstrations, often staying until 3 a.m.
“I would see what was being
presented on mainstream news and
knew it wasn’t accurate or true,”
explained Nigro. Motivated to get
honest coverage out to the public,
Nigro began shooting stills and
submitting stories to independent
media outlets such as the Huffington Post, Truthdig, and Common
Dreams, which led to photo agencies such as Getty, SIPA and the
Associated Press picking up his
work.
“It was a non-linear career
path,” he explained. Contracted
work directing commercials and
television programs would interweave with freelance writing,
photography, and video reporting
for independent news outlets. His
work has been featured by Rolling
Stone, Vice, Time and other media.
While proud of his work,
daughters Bella (21) and Luca (18)
are the first to ask if he will be safe
as he embarks on another junket.
“Charlottesville was the worst,”
he said, “because they watched
that live.” Nigro coped with the
trauma by talking with a trusted
war journalist friend who walked
him through what to expect in the
days that followed.
An award-winning filmmaker
and Emmy-nominated writer-director, some of Michale Nigro’s photos can be viewed on his Instagram,
@nigrotime.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a
freelance editor, social worker, and
nonprofit consultant who makes her
home in Cleveland Heights. More than
anything, Nacson is inspired by kids and
adults who build connection through
kindness.
www.heightsobserver.org
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City of CH amends landmark ordinance,
adds economic development tools
Deanna Bremer Fisher

At its March 4 meeting, Cleveland
Heights City Council passed legislation
amending its landmarks ordinance, and
enabling the city to become a Certified
Local Government (CLG) in the state
of Ohio. In doing so, it joins 73 Ohio
communities that already have CLG
status. It also passed legislation creating
a Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) that will assist the city with
transferring property and facilitating
economic development.
Council Member Michael Ungar introduced the landmarks ordinance, with
Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow seconding.
The legislation passed on emergency,
with all five members in attendance voting “yes,” enabling the new legislation to
go into effect immediately.
The Cleveland Heights Landmark
Commission has designated more than
50 landmarks since 1973, when CH City
Council created it to preserve and protect buildings, works of art, and other
objects of historical or architectural value
to the community.
The enhanced legislation strengthens the landmarks ordinance, enabling
the city to participate in the Ohio Certified Local Government program, which
entitles eligible communities to apply
for matching grants that can be used
to identify historic resources, nominate
eligible properties and districts to the
National Register of Historic Places,
further community education on historic
preservation, and preserve and rehabilitate historic properties.
At CH City Council’s Committee
of the Whole meeting, which also took
place on March 4, Council Member Jason
Stein had expressed concerns about the
amended landmarks legislation, saying
that specific provisions were “a gross
government overreach” and “went well
beyond what was needed for becoming
a Certified Local Government.”
Council members negotiated lastminute changes to the legislation to
satisfy Stein’s concerns, including removing the ability of the city to landmark
properties without owner consent, and
reducing the time limit for demolition
disapproval from 12 months to the
minimum of four months required by
the state’s CLG program.

Upgrading?
Downsizing?
Rightsizing?

Ungar said that the legislation
“represents another tool [for economic
development] in our proverbial toolbox.”
He noted that the legislation “intersects
with a very exciting project,” referring to
a proposed redevelopment of the former
Medusa Cement Company building at
Mayfield Road and Monticello Boulevard
that would use state historic preservation
tax credits. The project would transform
the vacant property into a 12-unit apartment building, demolish the small office
nearby, and construct 24 townhomes on
the parking lot. Passage of the legislation
at the March 4 city council meeting, and
an expected landmark designation by the
city’s Landmark Commission on March
13, would enable the developer to apply
for the state tax credits by the April 1
deadline.
Yasinow thanked Stein for sharing
his concerns and working collaboratively.
“This squarely fits not only with the development that’s happening in Cleveland
Heights, but with the enactment of our
master plan, focusing on historic preservation and encouraging vibrant communities,” she said. She opined that passing
the legislation by emergency “shows that
council can be collaborative, that we are
agile, that we are decisive, and that we
are strong economic stewards for Cleveland Heights.”
Several council members recognized
the efforts of city staff in preparing the
legislation, especially Kara Hamley
O’Donnell, historic preservation planner for the city, who has, for 23 years,
advocated for strengthening the city’s
ordinance.
Later at the meeting, Yasinow introduced an ordinance creating a CIC
and authorizing the city manager to
file appropriate articles of incorporation. Council Member Kahlil Seren
said that he would vote “yes” for the
legislation, but expressed his hope that
a future version of the ordinance would
add more private sector people to the
organization’s board and allow them to
choose their own officers. All five council members present (Council Member
Mary Dunbar was absent) voted to pass
the legislation.

Mary Lou delivers proven
results for buyers and sellers
throughout Northeast Ohio.
Let her market knowledge
and expertise work for you.

Whatever your
answer, Mary Lou
is here to help you.

Call today, 216-319-3333 or
MaryLouMcHenry@HowardHanna.com

Pain Should Be Temporary – Now accepting
Let’s keep it that way.
new patients

Dr. Leon Margolin MD, PhD, FAPMR, FAPM
l
l
l

We accept all
major insurance
plans including
Medicare, Molina,
all commercial
plans and others.

l
l

l

Medical and Interventional Pain Management
Board Certified and Fellowship Trained
Most Compassionate Physician Award
for several years
American College of Physicians Award
We take over narcotic prescriptions
for selected patients
Accommodating Appointment Schedule

Comprehensive Pain Management Institute, LLC
1438 Som Center Rd., St. 300, Mayfield Heights, OH 44124

P: 216-551-3643

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director
of FutureHeights and publisher of the Heights
Observer.

Forest Hill gives new residents a warm welcome
Jan Milic

A modern version of a “welcome
wagon” is being put in place to greet
new residents of the Forest Hill
neighborhood.
Marlene Perez, the new vice
president of Forest Hill Home Owners (FHHO), is developing a new
welcoming package of information, including a map of the area,
homemade cookies and jellies, and
courtesies from local businesses and
organizations.
A welcoming team plans to visit
new residents three times, to ensure
that they are comfortable in their
new neighborhood and have found
any resources they may need.
While it is becoming ever more
difficult to find people at home or
Heights Observer April 1, 2019

reach them by phone, Perez, who
moved to Forest Hill in 2002, is confident that the welcome team will be
successful in reaching new residents.
New senior residents will also
receive the “Aging Well at Home”
booklet, put together by Forest
Hill residents Judy Charlick and Sue
Kenney.
Forest Hill is the development of
966 homes, north of Mayfield Road,
from Lee to Taylor roads, on what was
formerly the summer estate of John D.
Rockefeller and his family. Two thirds
of the development is in Cleveland
Heights, with approximately one third
in East Cleveland. Typically, 50 new residents move into Forest Hill each year.
Jan Milic is a 42-year Forest Hill resident,
and past president of FHHO.
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Coventry P.E.A.C.E. tenants work toward ownership and independence
Sheryl Banks

March 29, 2019, marked the oneyear anniversary of Heights Libraries’ acquisition of the Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Campus (CPC) property
from the Cleveland Heights-University Heights City School District for
the cost of $1.
The sale came after months of
debate over the fate of the property,
beginning in May 2017, when the
school district announced its plans to
sell the campus to the city of Cleveland Heights for redevelopment. At
the time, the building, the former
Coventry Elementary School, housed
several civic and arts-related nonprofits.
Heights Libraries stepped in to
preserve the green space, playground,
and parking lot, and to provide a supportive bridge for the tenants that will
eventually lead to their ownership and
independent operation of the building, slated for July 2020.
“The tenants have made great
progress over the past year toward
that goal,” said Heights Libraries Director Nancy Levin. “They’re creating
governing and operating structures,
their rents are covering expenses, and
they’re growing a reserve for future
improvements.”
The tenants’ governing board—
Brady Dindia of ARTFUL, Deanna
Bremer Fisher of FutureHeights, and
Ian Hinz of Ensemble Theatre—plans
to adapt the mission of the existing

Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Playground
501(c)3 organization, to focus on the
building and its relationship to the
campus. The group is working with
graduate students from Case Western
Reserve University to identify new
revenue streams, and has applied for
planning grants.
The group already has received
one grant, from IFF (formerly Illinois
Finance Fund), a Chicago-based,
mission-driven organization that offers leadership, capital, and real estate
support to nonprofits. The $21,500
grant—made available through the
Fifth Third Foundation—will cover
80 percent of the cost of a facilities
planning study, and CPC has applied
for a grant from a regional foundation to cover the other 20 percent.
(This is IFF’s first foray into Ohio,
and CPC was the only organization
in Northeast Ohio chosen to be part
of a pilot program and to receive the
grant.)
“With a stable home, the organizations of Coventry P.E.A.C.E.
Campus are thriving,” said Levin.

Ensemble Theatre sold out several
performances of “A Raisin in the Sun;”
ARTFUL has added a ceramics studio
and five new artist studios, and is at
full occupancy. These two groups are
also collaborating on joint opening
night/open studio/happy hour events.
Lake Erie Ink recently hosted more
than 150 kids at its annual Kids’
Comic Con, and Family Connections
will extend its lease for another year.
In March, the tenants jointly hosted
a Chili Cook-off fundraiser and community meeting.
Heights Libraries’ primary involvement in the project has been as
landlord of the building and steward
of the park. The library has made
necessary repairs to the roof, HVAC,
elevator, doors and windows, all of
which have made the building safer
and more user friendly.
Heights Libraries maintains the
outdoor property as well, providing
for regular trash pickup and removal,
lawn mowing, and hedge trimming. It
has asphalted the parking lot and installed a number of new benches and

garbage cans. Plans are in the works
for improved safety lighting, and the
twice-annual volunteer cleanups will
continue.
Heights Libraries’ finance office
has set up a special account to keep
CPC property expenses separate
from library expenses.
In 2018, the library received
$94,232.94 in revenue from the
tenants and spent $151,000 on
expenses, including $44,587.69 on
the parking lot and repairs to the
playground.
Levin said she expects some expenses to go down, as she attributes
a significant proportion to startup
costs. “The electric bill in the summer was pretty high as well,” she
added. Expenses so far in 2019 are
$17,141.60.
Some expenses will continue,
even after building tenants establish
their independence from the library,
as Heights Libraries will continue to
be the sole steward of the park.
Heights Libraries will continue to
sponsor events in the park in partnership with Coventry Village Special
Improvement District. The schedule
for summer events is being finalized,
and will include several that have become summertime staples, including
Star Wars Day, Movies in the Park,
and Pekar Park Comic Book Day.
Sheryl Banks is the communications manager for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library System.

DĂĚĞŝŶKŚŝŽ͘


ĞƐŝŐŶĞĚďǇzŽƵ͘


^ŽůŝĚ,ĂƌĚǁŽŽĚ
>ŽĐĂůůǇ,ĂŶĚĐƌĂĨƚĞĚ
ƵƐƚŽŵƵŝůƚ

Cleveland Institute of Art
Reinberger Gallery
April 4–June 14, 2019
Opening Reception
Thursday, April 4, 2019
6–8pm



tĞĂůƐŽďƵŝůĚĐƵƐƚŽŵǁĂůůƵŶŝƚƐ
ĂŶĚŬŝƚĐŚĞŶĐĂďŝŶĞƚƐ͘
ϯ>ŽĐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘͘͘

William Harper’s lush objects
combine unexpected materials
and techniques, simultaneously
evoking ancient cultures in a
decidedly contemporary context.



ϮϯWƵďůŝĐ^ƋƵĂƌĞŝŶDĞĚŝŶĂ
ϰϳϮϮ<ŝĚƌŽŶZŽĂĚŝŶ<ŝĚƌŽŶ

ϯϯϬͲϳϮϯͲϬϬϭϰ
ϯϯϬͲϴϱϳͲϮϬϬϵ

cia.edu/harper
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Heights residents aid asylum seekers at ICE facility in Ga.

CH’s Steve Cagan and Mary Kelsey recently
returned from a week of volunteer service
at Stewart Dentention Center, which houses
detained asylum seekers.

Cagan has traveled to Lumpkin
twice. In October 2018, he drove
down for his first weeklong shift,
during which he interpreted for four
attorneys, in 12 separate attorney-client interviews. The detainees, from
behind a glass partition, are screened
for eligibility to be represented by
SIFI attorneys, or try to prepare for
bond and parole hearings.
Cagan described that first trip
as “a very difficult week, a very emotional week,” and likened the work to
the “starfish story”—it’s a lot of effort
to help one person out of thousands
who need assistance, but it means
the world to that one person. After
returning home, Cagan e-mailed
Spanish-speaking friends to encourage their help.
A photojournalist, Cagan had noticed that photography is disallowed
in detention facilities. He asked if
drawings were permitted, knowing
that Kelsey, his veteran compatriot
in travel volunteerism, could do the
task. With permission granted, Cagan and Kelsey traveled to Stewart
in February.
Kelsey, who calls her work “documentary cross-cultural drawing”—a
way of reporting real-life situations
and conditions—always asks for permission from the individuals before
drawing them.
With photography prohibited,
drawn images provide rare visual
documentation of asylum seekers
within the centers where they are
detained while their cases are evaluated.
SIFI lead attorney Erin Argueta
noted, “The drawings are important
to humanize our clients and potential clients, and to improve our
and our volunteers’ ability to tell
the story of immigrant detention

courtesy mary kelsey

“I never thought that I would do this
type of work,” said Mary Kelsey, who
recently returned from a week of
volunteer service at ICE’s Stewart Detention Center in Lumpkin, Ga. Steve
Cagan, a fellow Cleveland Heights
resident and volunteer, commented,
“The most important praise I ever
get is when people say, ‘What you’re
doing is so important to us.’”
On a trip to the center in February, Kelsey sketched consultations
between volunteer attorneys and
their refugee clients, while Cagan
interpreted for Spanish-speaking
ICE detainees and their volunteer
attorneys.
Through Cagan’s journal entries,
shared with friends, and through
Kelsey’s drawings, these Cleveland
Heights residents are shining a light
on the reality of immigration detention.
“They’re not criminals,” said
Kelsey, “and they’re being treated
like it. Most came in at a legal port of
entry and requested asylum.”
The Southeast Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI), part of the
Southern Poverty Law Center, coordinates the volunteer teams. SIFI
provides pro bono legal representation to detained asylum seekers at
five immigration detention centers in
the Deep South. Each week, a team
of volunteer attorneys and interpreters travels to each center to screen
detainees for representation, prepare
their legal cases, and participate in
immigration court hearings. The
program also comprises remote volunteers, including attorneys, paralegals
and clinicians.
Cagan first heard of the project in
2018. After decades volunteering as a
photographer and activist in Northeast Ohio and Latin America, he
decided to use his language skills to assist refugees. After doing some online
research to see where his translation
skills would be put to meaningful use,
Cagan applied and waited. “It took a
while to get responses,” Cagan said.
“They’re extremely busy and overworked.” In time, SIFI asked Cagan
to join a weeklong shift at the Stewart
facility, which houses male and transgender female ICE detainees.

courtesy Shari Nacson

Shari Nacson

Mumps is among the documentatary drawings Kelsey completed while Cagan (depicted front right)
translated for detainees as they met with their pro bono attorneys.

to people who have never been to
a detention center. It’s one thing to
hear that immigrants—parents, children, asylum seekers, and members
of our communities—are being detained in deplorable conditions, and
it’s another to have a drawing that
shows the immigrant alone facing a
judge who will decide his fate in a
matter of minutes, or the barriers to
communication between lawyer and
client, including the dirty Plexiglas
that separates us.”
Cagan, who has decades of familiarity in documenting daily life
in Latin America, commented on
what drives crisis-based migration.
Most asylum seekers, he said, “live in
a culture where family ties are much
stronger than here.” Each person,

he stressed, has a compelling reason
to leave those ties, to migrate under
hardship, and to persist with an asylum request despite being jailed. It’s
the work of translators, documenters
and attorneys to help covey these
compelling reasons to the judges who
will decide the fate of those seeking
asylum.
View Steve Cagan’s documentary
photography at www.stevecagan.com,
and Mary Kelsey’s documentary drawings at www.marykelsey.com.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a freelance
editor, social worker, and nonprofit consultant who makes her home in Cleveland
Heights. More than anything, Nacson is
inspired by kids and adults who build
connection through kindness.

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

INFORMATION NIGHT
Monday, April 15th
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Please join us to learn more about our impressive
preschool and kindergarten programs, the daily
curriculum, outstanding student achievements
and to determine if you are eligible for the
EdChoice Scholarship! Students from all
faith traditions are welcome.

JOIN US for Holy Week
Childcare is available (0-5 years) for all worship
at Fairmount Presbyterian Church.

2160 Stillman Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Sunday, April 14th - Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday services at 8:30am and 10:00am

(Please park in the lot on Stillman Road behind the school entrance.)

R.S.VP. is encouraged, but not required.
lfisher@communionofsaintsparish.org

Thursday, April 19th - Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday worship at 6:30pm
Sunday, April 21st - Easter Sunday
Easter morning services at 9:00am and 11:00am in the
sanctuary. Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00am.
Fairmount Presbyterian Church
2757 Fairmount Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
www.fppcle.org
216.321.5800
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best of heights continued from page 1

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Building about six months ago. “I had
flowers everywhere in my house,” said
Robertson. “Then my friend Shawn
Paul [who owns Shawn Paul Salon
next door] told me about the space
here and I knew it was time to move.”
The shop and studio offers readymade flower arrangements, plants and
gifts, creates custom arrangements,
and services smaller weddings and
events.
For the second year in a row,
Marotta’s, 2289 Lee Road, was voted
Best Place to Work. It was also voted
Best Exterior Style. Currently closed
for renovations, the intimate space
offers pizza and Italian specialties,
along with an extensive, all-Italian
wine list. Owner Brian Linihan has
continued to operate the well-loved
business after the untimely death
of his wife, Alicia Marotta Linihan,
in 2016. Finalists for Best Place to
Work were Heights Libraries and
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa.
Just up the road and across the
street, S’Wonderful Gifts, 2254 Lee
Road, won Best Place to Find Unique
Gifts. Since 2015, owner Bill Wort
has offered a distinctive assortment
of gift items, including jewelry, plush
animals, ceramics, watches, purses,
soaps and greeting cards. Finalists for
this category were Heights Arts and
In the 216.
CLE Urban Winery owner, Destiny Burns was thrilled to win Best
Heights Vibe and Best Cleveland
Heights Business. The winery and
tasting room is located in two sideby-side storefronts at 2908 and 2180
Lee Road. Wines are crafted and
bottled on site from premium juices

courtesy destiny burns

Steve and Adam Grace and the crew at Fairmount Cleaners, 2019 Best University Heights Business
winner.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Sarah Nemecek, owner of Studio How-To, 2019
Best New Business finalist, with her son, Jack.

Destiny Burns, owner of CLE Urban Winery, winner of the 2019 Best Cleveland Heights Business
and Best Heights Vibe.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

clients, and their owners, feel comfortable and safe.
Last year, there was only one Best
New Business category, and Boss Dog
Brewing Company, 2179 Lee Road,
was the winner. This year, it was a
finalist in the Best New Restaurant
or Bar category. The other finalist
was Fishstix, a kosher seafood store
located at 14480 Cedar Road. Owned
by Brooklyn, N.Y. native Leo Gluck,
Fishstix opened about a year ago and
quickly attracted a loyal following.
The store offers take-out raw and
cooked seafood, sandwiches and
other sides—all certified kosher by
Cleveland Kosher. The store is open
Sunday through Friday (closing three
hours before sundown on Fridays).
The 2019 finalists for the Best
New Business (other) category were
Studio How-To and Stems Fleur.
Studio How-To, 1799 Coventry Road,
is owned by Sarah Nemecek, who
moved her business from Lee Road
about a year ago. The shop offers
lessons in how to create traditional
handcrafted items with a modern
twist. In addition to a selection of
high-quality and designer yarns,
cotton fabrics, tools, and handcrafting kits, the shop offers creative
workshops to help customers learn
how to sew, knit, work with leather,
macramé, weave, embroider, and
more. Nemecek said she is pleased
with Coventry Village’s welcoming
environment, and the amount of foot
traffic in the district.
Stems Fleur, 2495 Lee Blvd.,
moved from the basement of owner
Scott Robertson’s Shaker Heights
home to the Heights Rockefeller

Deanna Bremer Fisher

The bathroom at Gigi’s on Fairmount. Gigi’s was a 2019 winner in the categories of Best Customer
Bathroom and Best Interior Style, and was a finalist for Best Exterior Style.

Valerie Ross and Hannah Smith, owners of Sits ‘n Wiggles, 2019 Best Cleveland Heights Business
finalist.

sourced primarily from the West
Coast, and customers can attend wine
tastings and special events in the chic
and comfortable space. Burns’ steadfast support of local causes and participation in civic events have made
her a Heights Observer reader favorite.
Finalists for the Best Heights Vibe
category were The Wine Spot and

Tommy’s.
Finalists in the Best Cleveland
Heights Business category were
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa,
2200 S. Taylor Road, and Sits ‘n
Wiggles, a home-based pet sitting and
training business. Quintana’s, which
has won many “Best of ” awards over
continued on page 13

You’ll miss ‘em when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even better
at keeping them healthy & beautiful
Pruning
Disease Identification
Fertilization
Immunization
Cable Support Systems Stump Grinding

440-463-7379

ISA Certified
Arborist
#OH-6536A

RipleyTreeService.com

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
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Tree Removal
Yard Expansion
& more ...
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Rachel Gross, co-owner of Bialy’s Bagels, a
2019 Best University Heights Business finalist.

the years, is owned by Dawn and Alex
Quintana. One unique feature of the
day spa and barber shop is a secret
speakeasy that serves classic craft
cocktails. Sits ‘n Wiggles owners Valerie Ross and Hannah Smith have grown
their Noble neighborhood-based business to six employees and more than
200 customers in less than four years.
They say the diversity of the area and
its proximity to cool shops is what
drew them to the Heights.
Tommy’s, 1824 Coventry Road, is
still the Best Place to Take an Out-ofTowner (an award it shared last year
with Nighttown). What started as a
small soda fountain in 1972, is now a
Coventry Village icon, where owner
Tommy Fello offers a wide variety of
vegan, vegetarian and meat entrees,
and the best milkshakes around.
Finalists for this category were CLE
Urban Winery and Marotta’s.
For the third year in a row, Gigi’s
on Fairmount, 3477 Fairmount Blvd.,
has won for Best Interior Style.
It also took the honors for a new
category this year, Best Customer
Bathroom, and was a finalist for
Best Exterior Style. Apparently,
Heights Observer readers have a soft
spot for the chic, intimate bar and
restaurant, with its extensive outdoor patio and elegantly appointed
bathroom. The attention to detail in
the décor is as much an asset of this
local business as its unique menu and
hand-crafted cocktails. The style of
CLE Urban Winery, Marotta’s, and
Boss Dog Brewing Company also
gained attention, as these businesses
were contenders in these categories.
Barrio, 2466 Fairmount Blvd.,
continues its reign as Best Bang for
Your Buck, an honor it received in

2018 as well. This purveyor of custom
tacos, tequila and whiskey has provided Heights residents with cheap
and delicious eats. Now with five
locations in the region, the Heights
location has been a big draw since it
opened in early 2017. Just across the
street is Aladdin’s Eatery, which was
a finalist in this category.
The award for Best University
Heights Business went to Fairmount
Cleaners, which has been offering
dry-cleaning services since 1927. Originally located in the Cedar Fairmount
Business District, the business now
makes its home at 2163 South Taylor
Road in University Heights. Steve and
Adam Grace, the third- and fourthgeneration owners, are proud that
their friendly and knowledgeable staff
provides excellent customer service.
Finalists for this category were Lox,
Stock and Brisket and Bialy’s Bagels,
2267 Warrensville Center Road,
where new owners Rachel and Sarah
Gross are continuing the tradition of
this Eastside institution.
Since 2005, FutureHeights—a
nonprofit that inspires and facilitates collaboration and empowerment in our community—has
conducted the Best of the Heights
awards to recognize the unique attributes of locally owned Heights
businesses, and their contributions
to the local economy. A complete list
of 2019 Best of the Heights winners
and finalists, as well as a list of businesses that voters said they would
like to see in the Heights, is online
at www.futureheights.org.

ORGANIC

Mulch ▪ Soil Amendment
Great for:
Container Gardens
Seed Starting
Veggie Gardens

Mulch - Topsoil - Gravel - Sweet Peet
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm ▪ Sunday 10am-5pm

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ www.bremec.com ▪ 216-932-0039

Heather Kwedder, of Willoughby, the deserving WINNER of our 3nd Annual Helping-Hann Free Furnace Contest!
To read more visit VEHbrothers.com/helping-hann/

Don’t neglect your
Chris

Check-Up!

Make an appointment now and
let us diagnose heating problems
before you’re left out in the COLD!

Tune-Up/Safety Inspection

Bill

$98

Mention this discount when scheduling. Tuneup allows for 45 minutes of labor per system,
parts additional. Discount valid during normal
workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). Payment
must be given to technician at time of service. Not valid with any other
offer or discount. Must be scheduled prior to 4/30/19

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating,
cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

VEHbrothers.com
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Leo Gluck, owner of Fishstix, 2019 Best New
Restaurant of Bar finalist.

We Now Carry
Sweet Peet
in Bulk & Bags!

Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462

5 generations of family experience.

Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

216

Congratulations!
Congratulations!

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

Scott Robertson, owner of Stems Fleur, a finalist
in the 2019 Best New Business category.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Paws CLE owner Jeff Bradish (left), winner of the
2019 Best New Business, with customer Siggy.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Deanna Bremer Fisher

best of heights continued from page 12

932-9755
2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Heights

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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BACKS
BOOKSTORE
MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS!

WRITERS ON
APPALACHIA
Elizabeth Catte &
Matthew Ferrence
FRIDAY APRIL 19,
5:30pm Grog Shop

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS

Jennifer A. Lang and Andrea C. Turner

The Eastside Tigers Bantam A2
hockey team clinched the 2019
Cleveland Suburban Hockey League
(CSHL) Division and Championship titles on Saturday, March 2, at
Strongsville’s OBM Arena.
The team comprises 14 players,
all ages 13–14: Evan Bleick, Jonathan Cheshier, Thomas Cheshier,
Jaden Cosgrove, Andrew English,
Will Garceau, Ben Hidek, Justice Ikehara, Brendan Lang, Niko
Rios, Claes Roulet, Alex Rzepka,
Lanell Sotiropoulos and Henry
Turner. Among them are residents

Dine In or Take Out
UNIVERSITY HTS
216-371-5643
A family tradition
for over 60 years!

PEPPER PIKE
216-831-1595
www.geracisrestaurant.com

courtesy Andrea C. Turner

MAC’S

Eastside Tigers hockey team wins league championship

The Eastside Tigers Bantam A2 team, after winning the CSHL playoff and championship titles.

of Cleveland Heights and University
Heights, including six players who
attend Roxboro Middle School.
Several of the players plan to play
on the Heights High hockey team
next season, as freshmen.
In the semifinal game, which
took place the weekend before the
final, Bleick scored on a pass from
Lang to beat Strongsville in double
overtime, advancing the Tigers to
the final against Mentor—the only
team to beat the Tigers in the regular season.
The Tigers were down 0-1 in
the championship game until Soti-

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

ropoulos scored at the buzzer to tie
the game at the end of the second
period. Sotiropoulos then scored
the game-winning goal with 3:39
minutes left in the third period.
Solid defense by Thoma s
Cheshier, Lang and Turner kept the
Tigers ahead, despite an offensive
onslaught by Mentor after that team
pulled its goalie.
Jonathan Cheshier sustained
a concussion at the Rock & Roll
Cup tournament in February that
knocked him out of post-season
play, but he put in great work between the pipes to enable the Tigers
to win the division and qualify for
the playoffs.
The team’s coaches are Carl Bleick, Jason Hidek and Mark Turner.
Will Cheshier serves as team manager.
Cleveland Heights residents Jennifer A.
Lang and Andrea C. Turner are proud
parents of Eastside Tigers hockey players.

Baseball boosters
seek vendors for art
and small-business fair
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a longtime resident of Cleveland Heights, a
graduate of the Heights schools and a
former Coventry School teacher. She
is a freelance journalist under contract
with the CHUH Communications
Department, and is proud to raise her
two sons in this community.

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com
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The Cleveland Heights High
School Baseball Boosters will host
the Home Run Market, a pop-up
art and small-business fair on
Saturday, May 11, from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m.
The fair will take place in the
natural-light-filled cafeteria of
the beautifully renovated Heights
High building, and will feature
sales of fine art, photography,
jewelry, clothing, baked goods, cosmetics, and other specialty items.
Held the day before Mother’s
Day, it’s a perfect opportunity to
buy gifts for that special someone.
Artists and small-business
owners are welcome to sign up as
vendors.
e - m a i l h o m e r u n m a r ke t @
gmail.com for more information
and to receive the vendor’s application. The deadline to register is
April 22. The fair is free and open
to the public.
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HEIGHTS HOME AND GARDEN

BRENDA H. MAY

Noble Gardeners’ Market seeks sellers for 2019 season

Susan Sanders sold plants and flowers at one of last year’s Noble Gardeners’ markets.

Brenda H. May

Noble Ga rdeners’ Ma rket w i l l
take place each Saturday, July 20
through Sept. 21, 10 a.m. to noon,
at the intersection of Noble and
Roanoke roads. The market’s minipark venue is one block north of
Monticello Boulevard.
The Noble Gardeners’ Market
will need many sellers to meet
the demand experienced in 2018,
in a three-week test launch of
t he m a rket l ate l a st s u m mer.
Pe o pl e c a m e f r om C l e v el a nd
Hei g ht s a nd ne a r by c it ie s to
lea r n how they cou ld sel l a nd
buy excess fruits, vegetables and
flowers. The greatest interest was
from neighbors who wanted to
buy fresh vegetables from
neighbors.
As you plant this spring in your
backyard or in community gardens,

pla nt ex tra crops to sel l. Th is
is a market of neighbors selling
from the abundance of what they
grow themselves. Growers from
outside the Noble neighborhood
are welcome to sell as long as they
are not market gardener/farmers.
(This is not a “farmer’s” market—
no truckloads of produce will be
permitted. But yes, do support local
farmers at other venues.)
Sellers will not be charged for
booth space, but will need to bring
their own table or ground cloth, and
be able to make change for their
customers.
Sellers may peddle fresh fruits,
vegetables and f lowers grown in
their ow n yards or communit y
garden plots in Cleveland Heights
or nearby cities.
Sellers may not offer processed
foods. The Ohio Department of

CH residents’ free talk considers
dangers of another ‘silent spring’
Kathryn Klaber

Two Cleveland Heights residents,
Laurel Hopwood and Tom Gibson,
have put their heads—and energy—
together, to work toward the goal of
environmental sustainability.
To honor Earth Day 2019, they
will present a free program, “Next
Silent Spring?” on Sunday, April 28,
2–4 p.m., at the Cleveland Museum
of Art Recital Hall.
Years ago, when Hopwood read
about bees, she thought about how
bees have their place in the universe. Yet, she saw people shudder
when bees were mentioned, fearing
bee stings. She knew that bees just
want to do their work. Other than
making honey, one of every three
bites of food we feed our families
is available because of the primary
work of bees—pollination.
A longtime volunteer environmental advocate with the Northeast Ohio Sierra Club, Hopwood
then heard about the crash in bee
populations. She learned that many
food seeds now being planted are
coated, or sprayed, with a relatively new class of pesticides, called
Heights Observer April 1, 2019

Brenda H. May is one of the Noble
Neighbor leaders. Check out their story
at www.nobleneighbors.com.

Come Celebrate
with us this Easter
PALM SUNDAY

neonicotinoids. Many farmers were
overjoyed because almost all the
bugs on their farms were killed. As
insect populations decline, however,
birds and other creatures that feast
on bugs are also adversely affected.
Hopwood fears the end result will
put the entire ecosystem at risk.
After his retirement, Gibson
knew he had a passion to be useful
to the community. As a principal in
Green Paradigm Partners, and using his certificate in permaculture
design, he uses his soil-building and
community-organizing skills to help
revive neighborhoods.
Hopwood and Gibson invite all
to attend the program, ask questions, and help move the Heights
community forward, to benefit the
seventh generation to come. (The
Seventh Generation Principle, based
on an Iroquois philosophy, urges
that decisions made today should
result in a sustainable world seven
generations into the future.)
Kathryn Klaber is a Cleveland Heights
resident who rehabilitates orphaned and
injured wildlife.

			

Agriculture regulates cottage foods,
home bakery foods and cannery
foods. As an all-volunteer market
that charges no vendor fees, Noble
Gardeners’ Market does not have
the staffing capacity to monitor and
enforce state regulations regarding
processed foods.
Prospective sellers can find
additional information online at
www.nobleneighbors.com.
Noble Gardeners’ Market is
designed to build community on
several levels. Backyard gardeners
certainly won’t bring bushels of
produce, but will bring their dozens
of ex tra peppers, tomatoes or
f lowers to sell. Vendors sold out
quickly in the 2018 test market,
but bu yer s a nd sel ler s sta yed
on for the good conversations.
Neighbors shared memories of
gardening with their grandparents,
r e s er v e d pl ot s i n com mu n it y
ga rdens, a nd pu rchased lovely
bouquets of cut flowers. Strangers
left as friends, all talking about the
next growing season and market
potential.
Noble Neighbors is grateful
for the support that the city of
Cleveland Heights is extending to
the Noble Gardeners’ Market, and
invites the community to join as
sellers, buyers, or both.
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Sunday, April 14
Services at 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Palms available at all services

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Thursday, April 18
Noon Service with Holy Communion
Modern Worship with Holy Communion, 7:00 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY

Friday, April 19
Tenebrae Service, 7:00 p.m.

EASTER VIGIL

Saturday, April 20, 7:00 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY

Sunday, April 21
Sunrise Service on the Front Lawn, 6:30 a.m.
Joyful Easter Worship at 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

www.COTSumc.org
2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS HOME AND GARDEN

Cleveland Heights GardenWalk seeks gardens for July tour
Christine Henry

Many front yards in Cleveland
Heights are very nice, but a walk
around to the back might reveal all
kinds of surprises. The first annual
Cleveland Heights GardenWalk, a
free event planned for Saturday, July
20, and Sunday, July 21, noon to 5
p.m. both days, aims to open up some
hidden features of Cleveland Heights
gardens and yards.
Efforts are underway to recruit
gardeners in each Cleveland Heights
zip code who have an interest in
sharing the results of their labors.
The goal of the event is to build community through gardening.
If you are interested in having
your garden on the tour, contact Jan

Kious at 216-534-6172 or janetkious@
sbcglobal.net.
One of the gardens slated for
the tour is a native plant garden
that is just 2 years old. The yard is
an example of ecological gardening
that helps to increase biodiversity at
a time when alarms are sounding for
the global loss of insects and other
species that make up a healthy ecosystem—essential for life on earth.
When the homeowners moved
into their house in 2017, the ground
layer of the deep backyard was grass,
ivy and winter creeper. Shrubs included Japanese honeysuckle and privet,
both non-native and invasive. The
tree canopy, comprising oak, catalpa,
maple and basswood—all indigenous
to Northeast Ohio—gave them hope

Helping display and
preserve your
art and memories
since 1973
Treatments for everything from
everyday to extraordinary
Beautiful art for sale
Displays and shadowboxes

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

Solutions for large and
hard-to-frame items

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

Get $20 off on framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

216-397-7671

woodtraderframing.com

to start a native woodland garden.
They removed weedy shrubs and
created paths by smothering grass
with free wood chips from a local tree
service. They pulled up the ivy and
winter creeper, replacing them with
a native woodland mix that included
wild ginger, trillium, stonecrop,
columbine, jack-in-the-pulpit, and
wild strawberry. They planted shrubs
that feed insects and birds, including
chokeberry, gray and silky dogwood,
bladdernut, and bottlebrush buckeye,
and added understory trees: pagoda
and flowering dogwoods, paw paw,
chokecherry, and staghorn sumac.
The sunny front yard was originally a blank palette, with one row
of hostas across the foundation and
a lawn. So far, the owners have removed more than half of the grass,

replacing it with a tulip tree; fragrant
sumac, St. John’s wort, and bush
honeysuckle shrubs; and a variety of
sun-loving pollinators, such as New
York ironweed, pale conef lower,
Culver’s root, asters, and goldenrod.
Redbud and crabapple provide welcome spring blossoms.
Other gardens on the tour, so
far, feature a tree house, pollinator
gardens, a Japanese garden, chickens
and their coops, and water features,
and include a Bhutanese community
garden.
Many of the volunteer committee members have also worked on
GardenWalk Cleveland, a similar
garden tour in the city of Cleveland.
Christine Henry has lived in Cleveland
Heights for nearly 50 years.

HRRC’s 19th annual remodeling fair is April 27
David Brock

On Saturday, April 27, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., the Home Repair Resource
Center (HRRC) will hold its 19th annual home remodeling fair at Cleveland Heights City Hall, 40 Severance
Circle. The free event will provide
homeowners and others with an
opportunity to get questions about
remodeling, repairs, financing and
other home-related topics answered
by professionals.
This year’s fair, with the theme
“turning a century,” will emphasize
problems homeowners of older homes
typically confront, but all homeowners, regardless of the ages of their
homes, will benefit from learning
about the options available to them as
the home-improvement season kicks
into gear. Topics that will be covered
include masonry, lawn and garden
care, roofing, plumbing, heating and

cooling,
con c r e te ,
pa i nti ng,
restorat ion , a nd
window
installation. At 11:30 a.m., there will
be a special presentation on installing
air conditioning in an older home.
Repair and remodeling experts
will be joined at the fair by representatives of local banks, community organizations, and the city of
Cleveland Heights. There will be no
high-pressure selling. Mark the date
on your calendar, and visit HRRC’s
website, www.hrrc-ch.org, for more
information about the fair and to
view a continuously updated list of
the businesses and organizations that
will participate.
David Brock is HRRC’s education and
outreach coordinator.

Caring for the earth at Noble Road Presbyterian
Vicki Kanka

Holy Thursday 
April 18, 2019 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper—
8:00 pm
St. Ann Church 
Adoration of the Blessed

Good Friday
April 19, 2019

Morning Prayer—8:00 am
St. Ann Church 
Passion of the Lord, Veneration
of the Cross and Holy –3:00pm
St. Ann Church

Holy Saturday

April 20, 2019
Morning Prayer—8:00 am 
Blessing of Food—12:00 Noon 
Easter Vigil—8:30pm
St. Ann Church

Easter Sunday

April 21, 2019
Mass of the Resurrection
10:00 am 
St. Philomena Church 
8:00 am—9:30 am—11:30 am 
St. Ann Church 

Communion of Saints Parish | St. Ann—2175 Coventry Rd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 | St. Philomena—13824 Euclid Ave. East
Cleveland, OH 44112 | www.CommunionofSaintsParish.org
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One congregation in Cleveland
Heights has taken on the mission of
caring for the earth. The members
and friends of Noble Road Presbyterian Church, on the corner of
Noble and Kirkwood roads, have
studied and implemented small but
important steps. The church’s earth
care committee meets regularly, and
environmental issues are a major
topic of discussion among members
of the congregation.
One way the church addresses
environmental issues is by providing
people in the community with nine
plots in which to grow vegetables.
Each spring, members of the church
ready the beds for planting by, among
other things, deploying cardboard
and wood chips to provide resistance
to weeds. One plot is reserved for
growing vegetables for the Heights
Hunger Center, and another serves
as a composting spot. To assist with
providing water for the garden plots,
rain barrels have been installed, and,
in the back of the property, a rain
16

garden has been planted to control
runoff and flooding. The water-loving
plants in the rain garden absorb more
water than most other plants.
When new bushes were needed
for the grounds recently, the earth
care committee recommended the
honeyberry bush. This bush, unfamiliar to many in Ohio, produces a
small berry that is higher in antioxidants than the blueberry. It attracts
bees and hummingbirds, and its berries are a favorite among local bird
populations. The bush is attractive
and good for the environment.
In the fall, the church used grant
funds to install energy-efficient LED
lighting in all common areas, and
it also maintains a robust recycling
program. Community partners who
make use of the church’s facilities are
encouraged to participate.
To learn more about how Noble
Road Presbyterian is caring for the
earth, stop by or visit www.noblechurch.
wordpress.com. Happy Earth Day!
Vicki Kanka is a 30-year member of Noble
Road Presbyterian Church.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Seventh-graders beat professional
teams in design and build challenge

Arthur Schmiedl, Marcus Holland, Caleb Green and Ruby Tugeau.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

When four Heights Middle School
students, Arthur Schmiedl, Caleb
Green, Marcus Holland and Ruby
Tugeau, signed up to compete in the
Feb. 9 Design & Build Challenge at
Great Lakes Science Center, they and
their Project Lead The Way (PLTW)
teachers, Amy Statler and Dianna
Neal, had no idea what to expect.
As it turned out, the seventhgraders found themselves competing
against 18 youth teams from area
middle and high schools, and another
dozen corporate teams made up of
professionals and college students.
And, it turned out that the Heights
team earned first place—in both the
youth category and overall—beating
out teams from Parker Hannifin,
Sherwin Williams and Case Western
Reserve University.
On the day of the challenge, the
students received a box of materials
and instructions to build “a vehicle
that could defy gravity” by successfully stopping at the top of a hilly
track. They had two and a half hours
to design, build, test and revise their
creation using everyday items such as
toilet paper tubes, straws, duct tape,
Lego wheels and small weights.
Statler described being nervous at
seeing how slowly her students started
out. “Some teams were already testing
their designs and our kids only had two
wheels on their car!” she recalled.
Working carefully and creatively,
through much problem-solving and
trial and error, the students prepared
for the first test. Their car stopped

perfectly at the top of the first hill,
earning 50 out of 60 total points.
They earned the same score in the
next two heats, proving their design
was consistent, plus an additional 25
in the bonus round, in which their
vehicle had to fly off a ski jump.
The Heights team’s total of 175
points was nearly double that of the
second-place youth team, which
earned 90. The first-place corporate
team, Sherwin Williams, earned
160 points, making Heights Middle
School’s team the overall winner.
“It was pretty amazing,” said
Statler. Neal added, “They just came
up with a really fantastic design.”
The four seventh-graders are all
enrolled in the PLTW Design and
Modeling course. PLTW is a national
engineering curriculum utilized by
Heights Middle School and Heights
High.
The students all said they were
glad they had volunteered to participate, and would happily do it again.
Arthur Schmiedl’s parents, Adaora and
Eric, said they were impressed with
their son’s willingness to take risks, and
expand on his usual interests, which
his mother characterized as “more
literature- and music-focused.”
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, a graduate of the Heights schools and a former
Coventry School teacher. She is a freelance journalist under contract with the
CHUH Communications Department,
and is proud to raise her two sons in this
community.

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

Holy Week & Easter Worship at St. Paul’s

Thursday, April 18: Maundy Thursday
5:30 p.m.

Family-Friendly Service of Foot Washing,
Agape Meal & Holy Eucharist

7:30 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Foot Washing &
Stripping of the Altar

Friday, April 19: Good Friday
12 to 3 p.m. Community Ecumenical Service
The Seven Last Words of Christ
5:30 p.m. Journey to the Cross for All Ages

One step away from an amazing smile

7:30 p.m.

FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE DENTISTRY

Sundown 8:15 p.m.
The Great Vigil & First Eucharist of Easter (with reception)

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY
• Warm and welcoming office
• Comfortable stress-free visits
• Life-changing smile makeovers
• Tailored to busy families
• Experience digital dental technologies
Mention this ad for a free exam for:
• Clear Correct Braces
• Snoring & Sleep Apnea Testing

Sunday, April 21: Easter Day

Saturday, April 20: Easter Vigil

Robert E. Schneider, DDS

Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

216.321.2545
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Good Friday Service

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Festival Eucharist with choirs, trumpet & organ
(ASL interpreted)
11:15 a.m. Festival Eucharist with choir, trumpet & organ
Learn more about these services: www.stpauls-church.org

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church welcomes you!

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

			

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org
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Fred D’Ambrosi

The Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District estimates that, by 2025, it will be losing
about $13.5 million a year in state
money to school vouchers. This year,
vouchers received more than $7.3 million in state funding, 34 percent of the
district’s allocation.
Speakers at the March 14 League
of Women Voters (LWV) forum
on the local effects of Ohio’s school
voucher programs had a consistent
message: vouchers are draining state
money from public schools based on
an unfair testing system and laws
increasing voucher eligibility.
Most of the audience of about 45
people at the Lee Road Library listened
politely and applauded at times. All
questions were submitted in writing.
There were no pro-voucher panelists.
Panelist Susie Kaeser, who researched the issue as a LWV Education Lobby Corps member and coconvener of the Heights Coalition on
Public Education, explained the four
voucher programs under state law.

Vouchers allow public funds to
be transferred to existing private and
parochial schools. Vouchers cannot
be used to attend charter schools
because charters are free to students.
However, the state deducts money
from a district’s allocation for each
student attending a charter school.
Two voucher programs provide
money for children with special needs;
one generally, and one specifically
for children with autism. Of the four
programs, the two most used are
Educational Choice (EdChoice) and
EdChoice Expansion. EdChoice offers
vouchers to students who otherwise
would be required to attend a statedesignated low-performing public
school. The CH-UH district has seven,
including Cleveland Heights High
School. The Expansion program grants
vouchers to students in families at or
below 200 percent of the poverty level.
Kaeser used statistics from the
Ohio Department of Education
(ODE) District Foundation Settlement Report of Feb 22, 2019, to
present her case. This year, the state
allocated about $21.3 million for 6,637

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

CAIN PARK
2019 SEASON
RAGTIME 6/13-30

Music by Stephen Flaherty | Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens
Book by Terrence McNally

The Robert Cray Band & Marc Cohn 6/18
Featuring special guest vocalists Blind Boys of Alabama
With special guest Shemekia Copeland

FRED D’AMBROSI

CH-UH district loses 34 percent of state money to vouchers in 2019

About 45 people gathered at Lee Road Library on March 14 for a LWV forum on the local effects
of the state’s school voucher program. (From left, at front of room) Moderator Jayne Geneva (at
podium), Susie Kaeser of the LWV Education Lobby Corps, CH-UH BOE V.P. James Posch, Ohio State
Board of Education member Meryl Johnson and CH-UH CFO/Treasurer Scott Gainer.

students in the CH-UH school district, an average of $3,209 per student.
Of those, 5,162 attend public schools;
the rest are voucher and charter students. Kaeser said the state legislature
sets the funding levels for vouchers,
and that money is paid out of the district’s allocation. The public schools
receive what’s left.
Using averages, Kaeser said 880 EdChoice voucher students receive $4,755
each, while 244 special ed voucher students get $12,985 each, and 351 charter
school students receive $7,396 each.
That leaves public school students with
$2,191 each. Public school students are
78 percent of the total group, but receive
54 percent of the money.
CH-UH School Board Chief
Financial Officer and Treasurer Scott
Gainer was on the forum panel. In response to a follow-up e-mail question,
he said the district spends $20,523
per public school student. (He cited
the 2018 ODE Cupp Report.) Gainer
said the difference between that perstudent total and the per-student
state funding is made up with local
property tax money.
CH-UH School Board Vice President James Posch, another panelist,
said what the district raised with its
last levy (about $5.8 million in 2016)
“is less than the $7.3 million we pay
for Choice.”
Posch said Cleveland Heights
High School has been rated a “failing”
school based on graduation data from
the 2012–15 school years. The state has
not used data for the last four years
while it changes testing procedures.

Dionne Warwick 6/22
Cain Park Arts Festival 7/12-14
GroundWorks Dancetheater 7/19-21
An Evening with Lyle Lovett and His Large Band 7/24
THE LAST
FIVE YEARS 7/25-27
Presented by The Passion Project

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Welcoming! Affirming! Loving!

with Douglas F. Bailey II and Nicole Sumlin

Join us for Holy Week

13th Annual MultiMusic Fest 7/27
Peter White | Jonathan Butler | Kirk Whalum
Euge Groove | Sammy DeLeon Band

Maundy Thursday
April 18, 7 pm
Good Friday
April 19, 7 pm
Easter Vigil
April 20, 8:30pm
Easter Celebration Service
April 21, 10 am

Air Supply 7/28
Summer of Love 8/8
Judy Collins 8/10
India.Arie The Worthy Tour 8/15
An Evening with Chris Botti 8/16


3740 Mayfield Road 
Cleveland Heights

Visit www.cainpark.com for a complete schedule
Cain Park Ticket Office opens June 4

cainpark

216-371-3000

On Sale At Ticketmaster

peacelutheranͲclehts.org

Cain Park is produced by the City of Cleveland Heights
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Posch said the most recent graduation
score is C, higher than the state average. He and Kaeser posited that the
system penalizes low-income schools
and diverse districts.
An audience member asked if
having fewer students resulted in
some savings. Gainer said it was difficult to plan because voucher students
were spread across grades and schools
in no predictable way, allowing for
little lead time to react.
Kaeser said, “The legislature is
charged with providing for a thorough and efficient system of public
schools, and by diverting public funds
to provide a parallel system of schools
. . . you’re completely destroying the
efficient side of it.”
Panelist Meryl Johnson, a member of the Ohio State Board of Education, talked about the history of
vouchers in Ohio, including her
protests against them as a Cleveland
public school teacher. She quoted the
late Gov. George Voinovich’s 1997
letter to Milwaukee Bishop Anthony
Pilla, who was then president of the
U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops.
The governor urged the bishop to
gather Catholic leaders and “increase
the support for our non-public schools
throughout the country.”
“I believe in history,” Johnson
said. “As we discuss these things, we
need to know why it’s here and how
it got here.”
Posch noted that 95 percent of
CH-UH voucher money now goes to
religious schools.
Kaeser said the number of EdChoice districts in Cuyahoga County
is growing as the state uses new data.
She said the state removed Cleveland
schools from the calculation of the
lowest 10 percent, which will raise
the curve and include more districts
in EdChoice. Shaker Heights, Parma
and Bedford will be so designated in
the 2019–20 school year.
Video of the March 14 LWV
school voucher forum is posted
on the League of Women Voters
Greater Cleveland YouTube channel, and can be viewed at www.youtu.
be/2Y13W3zrayE?t=41.
Fred D’Ambrosi has been an awardwinning journalist for 40 years, mostly as
a TV news director in Cleveland, D.C., San
Diego and Milwaukee. He’s enjoyed living
in Cleveland Heights since 2015.
www.heightsobserver.org
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MetroHealth to open clinic at Cleveland Heights High School

MetroHealth and CH-UH officials celebrate a partnership that puts a clinic in Heights High two days
per month. L-R: MetroHealth School Health Program Director Katie Davis, School Health Medical
Director Vanessa Maier, Superintendent Talisa Dixon, Supervisor of School and Community Partnerships Nancy Peppler, BOE Member Beverly Wright, BOE President Jodi Sourini, BOE Member Dan
Heintz, BOE Member Malia Lewis, BOE Vice President Jim Posch.

Scott Wortman

Cleveland Heights High School
students will have access to primary
health care in school beginning
this fall at a clinic staffed by MetroHealth professionals two days
per month. The pilot program was
designed to help eliminate barriers
to health care.
With parent/guardian consent,
students can receive routine checkups, immunizations, sports physicals
and screenings. The clinic will provide referrals for additional services
including behavioral health. The
pilot also includes an assessment of
students’ medical, mental health,
wellness, and health literacy needs.
The data will help researchers find
ways to make it easier for students
to access resources at community
health centers and improve health
care programs.
[Elementa r y schools in the
C le vel a nd Hei g hts-Un i ver sit y
Heights City School District have
an in-school health care program
unrelated to the MetroHealth pilot.
For the past two years, a Cleveland
Clinic Mobile Health Unit has been
visiting the same two schools every
week. As Krissy Dietrich Gallagher
reported in a March Heights Observer
article (“CH-UH student receive
healthcare at school”), the mobile
unit will add two more schools to

its route each week beginning this
spring. Any CH-UH parents can
bring their student to the mobile
unit for care.]
“This new partnership with
MetroHealth is an exciting opportunity for our community and
for the well-being of our students,”
said then CH-UH Superintendent
Talisa Dixon. “We are continually
searching for new ways to break
down barriers to academic success.
Convenient access to health care is
a necessity for our students. I look
forward to seeing what this partnership can bring to our district.”
MetroHealth’s School Health
Program has proven successful in
several Cleveland high schools, including John Adams, Lincoln-West
and Garrett Morgan. Launched with
a similar pilot program in 2013, it
now serves students at 13 schools
within the Cleveland Metropolitan
School District.
Individual services will be billed
to the insurer, and MetroHealth
staff will assist those without insurance in applying for coverage.
“Our school health program
is greatly impacting the lives of
students and their families. We’ve
seen improved attendance in school,
higher rates of engagement by both
students and parents, and improved
grade-point averages,” said Christine
Alexander-Rager, M.D., chair of

Summer Ruffing It!

Family Medicine at MetroHealth
and senior adviser of its school health
program. “I applaud the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights school
district for focusing on the whole
child and recognizing that access to
health care is vitally important to a
student’s academic success.”
“This partnership is a direct
result of our Community in Schools
Task Force and its exploration of
coordinated wrap-around services
in our schools,” said Dixon. “MetroHealth was an engaged partner
on the task force and is a perfect fit
for us with a newer facility in our
community.”
MetroHealth School Health

1
Roofing
#

Program Director Katie Davis and
School Health Medical Director Dr.
Vanessa Maier outlined the partnership at the CH-UH BOE work
session on Feb. 19.
MetroHealth is already established in Cleveland Heights. In 2016,
it opened an emergency department
and started managing the medical
offices at the former HealthSpan
facility at 10 Severance Circle. In
2018, MetroHealth expanded services by opening a 12-bed hospital
at the location.
Scott Wortman is the supervisor of communications for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District.

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Residential
Commercial

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

216-319-0430

MJM Window Restoration

Preserve the historic look of your home.
. sticky windows . cracked glass
. broken ropes . weather stripping

(216) 321-7729 • mjmwindowrestoration.com

SATURDAY MAY 18th
11:00AM - 7:00PM

HUNTINGTON CONVENTION
CENTER OF CLEVELAND

2019
Captain
Paul Watson

Brenda
Davis RD

John
Lewis

Rae
Sikora

Chef
Babette

Sarina
Farb

Natalie
Santiago MD

JoAnn
Farb

Rashid
Mitcham

S U M M E R C A M P S F O R AG E S 1 8 M O N T H S - G R A D E 8

June 17- July 26, 2019

EE

For more information or to register online please go to: ruffingmontessori.net/camps

FR

FREE
FREE

clevelandvegfest.org

3380 FAIRMOUNT BOULEVARD : CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118
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Meet Heights High AFS foreign exchange students
Joy Henderson

For more than 60 years, Cleveland
Heights High School and Heights
families have hosted AFS foreign
exchange students. Each year, the
students come from Africa, Asia,
Europe and South America, and they
bring with them a global perspective that they share with their host

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

The Heights High 2018-19 AFS students and advisors, front row, L-R: Judith Omendo (EJ) from Kenya, Adja Gueye from Senegal, Fatoumata Toure
(Mama) from Mali, Thomas Wurth from Chile and Septeswa Jati from Indonesia. Back row, L-R: AFS Club advisors Becky McDonald and Melha
Habajed-Woods, Joycelyn Ajike (Ola) from Ghana, Neomi Guadagni from Italy, Mia von Knobelsdorff from Germany and Able Henry from France.
Not pictured is Pannathorn Tanboonyue (Best) from Thailand.

families and classmates, as well as the
community.
Each month, two to three AFS
students from the Cleveland East
area, which includes Heights High,
make presentations at Church of the
Saviour (2537 Lee Road). Interested

T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

community members are invited to
learn about AFS, and meet the students, their host families, and AFS
volunteers.
Upcoming monthly presentations are scheduled for April 2 and
May 7, 7–8:30 p.m.
Families who may be interested
in hosting a student for the 2019–20
school year, or applying to send a
student abroad for a summer, semester, or school year, can contact Carla
Bailey at seabail45@gmail.com, or
visit www.afsusa.org.
T h i s y e a r ’s Hei g ht s H i g h
exchange students are: Joycelyn
Ajike (Ola), from Ghana, hosted
by the Shelton family; Pannathorn
Tanboonyuen (Best), from Thai-

land, hosted by the Nowak-Swain
family; Noemi Guadagni, from
Ita ly, hosted by the Weisberg Smith family; Adja Gueye, from
Senega l, hosted by the Conrad
family; Able Henry, from France,
hosted by the Navas-Ontaneda
family; Judith Omendo (EJ), from
Kenya, hosted by the Shelton family; Fatoumata Toure (Mama), from
Mali, hosted by the Bailey-Walker
f a m i l y; T hom a s Wu r t h , f rom
Chile, hosted by the Bain family;
andMia von Knobelsdorff, from
Germany, hosted by the WeisbergSmith family.
Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Heights Co-op Preschool hosts April 24 open house

Privileged
to help.
Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030

Heights Cooperative Preschool, currently enrolling students for the 2019–
20 school year, will host a two-part
open house on April 24, 9:30–10:30
a.m. and 6–7 p.m.
In the morning, room parents will
lead tours, and in the evening, teachers will answer questions and show
visitors around the school.
Because of family involvement,
Heights Co-op is able to charge lower
tuition than many other schools.
Children participate in play-based
learning that includes activities such
as weekly yoga, daily reading, and
enrichment classes. The school offers parents the opportunity to be
invested and involved in their young
child’s education.
Heights Cooperative Preschool is
located at 2420 S. Taylor Road, in the
Church of the Redeemer building.
For additional information, con-

COURTESY HEIGHTS CO-OP PRESCHOOL

Emily Lampe

Experimenting with color and density.

tact Deb Binkofsky, school director,
at 216-932-0002, or send an e-mail to
heightscooppreschool@gmail.com.
Emily Lampe is an education consultant
who has a child enrolled at Heights Cooperative Preschool. She has been a resident
of Cleveland Heights since 2013.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
®
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302
1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Library grant will fund staff and community mental health training
Isabelle Rew

This spring, Heights Libraries will
offer two new behavioral health
programs at its Lee Road branch:
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA)
and Gatekeeper QPR (Question,
Persuade, Refer) training for suicide
prevention. Thanks to a $6,500
grant from the federal Institute
of Museum and Library Services,
awarded by the State Library of
Ohio in January, these programs will
be open to the public, free of charge.
“We are excited to be able to
open training sessions to the public and long-standing community
partners, such as city departments
and public schools,” said Maggie
Kinney, special projects librarian
at Heights Libraries. “With this ‘it
takes a village’ approach, the library
will be able to support community
members with mental health issues
outside of our four walls and positively impact the community as a
whole.”
As an institution that serves
members of the public from all
walks of life, Heights Libraries recognizes the importance of training
staff to assist individuals who may
experience mental health emergencies, and equipping them with the
tools to guide those individuals to
reliable resources for long-term
support and treatment.
Approx i mately one i n f ive
American adults experiences mental illness in a given year, and 60
percent of those affected did not
receive treatment in the previous

come out of training with the tools
and confidence they may need to
assist someone in a mental health
crisis,” explained Kinney. “By providing MHFA and QPR training,
we can promote compassion and
understanding for those affected
by mental health issues and cultivate an environment of community
support.”

year, according to the National
Alliance on Mental Illness.
Heights Libraries has been
training its staff in MHFA since
2013. With the grant, the library
will be able to offer the same training to community partners and the
public, and will be able to offer
Gatekeeper QPR training for the
first time.
The two-part MHFA training
will be offered to the public on
April 29 and 30, from 9 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. The Gatekeeper QPR training
will take place on May 8, at 7 p.m.,
and on May 17, at 10 a.m.
The courses will be facilitated
by Recovery Resources, a Cleveland-based nonprofit organization
that takes a multifaceted approach
to mental health and addiction
counseling, and offers continuing
education progra ms like those
available at the library. The courses
will teach attendees how to recognize, understand, and respond to
signs of mental illness, identify the
warning signs of a suicide crisis, and
refer those experiencing a crisis to
additional resources.
These training programs support Heights Libraries’ strategic
plan, which focuses on fostering
diversity, equity and inclusion, promoting a safe and secure environment for the community, providing
opportunities to positively impact
the growth and personal development of library patrons, and being
a bridge builder for community
concerns.
“The hope is that attendees will

To register for these events, or
for more information on upcoming
programs at Heights Libraries, visit
www.heightslibrary.org or call 216932-3600.
Isabelle Rew is the community engagement associate for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public
Library System.

What’s going on at your library?
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Wednesday, April 3, 7 p.m.

Monday, April 29, 3:30 p.m.

Cedar-Coventry Author Series: Wild
Ohio. Deborah Fleming’s new book,
The Resurrection of the Wild: Meditations
on Ohio’s Natural Landscape, explores
Ohio’s unique and beautiful environment. Fleming has lived in rural Ohio
and cared for its land for decades.
She blends her own experience with
scientific and literary research.

Reptiles & Amphibians. Presenters
from the Shaker Lakes Nature
Center will teach students and
families the differences between
reptiles and amphibians, including
life cycles and general characteristics. Live animal guests will be
present.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Monday, April 29, 9 a.m.
Mental Health First Aid Training.
Just as CPR helps one assist an
individual having a heart attack,
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA)
can help one assist someone experiencing a mental health or substance
use-related crisis. MHFA is a twoday training (April 29 and April 30)
presented by Recovery Resources.
(Registration required.)

Local news that speaks to you

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Monday, April 22, 1 p.m.
Peeps Display Contest. Recreate
a movie, book, or anything else
you can imagine using the classic candy, Peeps! Deadline for
submissions will be April 22, and
winners will be announced one
week later. Prizes will go to the
top three creations. All entries
will be displayed at University
Heights Library. Categories: K–5
and 6–12.

Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU
Hear it live
Mon – Fri at 9 am and 4 pm

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Public Library Board

Stream on demand
wjcu.org/media/heights-now

Meeting highlights
No need to wait a month for more community news.

FEBRUARY 18, 2019

get the

Heights Observer

Present were President Chris Mentrek, Vice
President James Roosa, and board members
Suzanne Moskowitz, Vikas Turakhia, Max
Gerboc and Annette Iwamoto. Secretary
news
Danathat
Fluellen was absent.

Local
speaks to
you
School facilities report

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
Catch the HeightsNow
Jodi Sourini, Cleveland Heights-University

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with
a single click at any time)

sca n For

sign up for free at
bit.ly/Ho-enews

F

Board
podcast fromHeights
WJCU

to open the master facilities plan. They stated that matching funds from the Ohio FaciliStream on demand:
ties Construction Commission have not been
wjcu.org/media/heights-now
received. They said that middle school renovation projects were on time and on budget,
and that the BOE’s goal was to have a preschool in every elementary school. They discussed how lack of funding impacted plans
for the elementary schools’ construction.
Financial report
The library’s fiscal officer reviewed the September financial statement. Total cash balances across the operating accounts, Bauer
Fund accounts, and investment accounts

Support your local businesses.
Heights Observer April 1, 2019

of Education (BOE) presi-

n-u p
dent, and Malia Lewis, board member,
s i gLive:
e
attended the meeting to make the library
Mon-Fri
re
board of trustees aware that the BOE voted
at 9 am and 4 pm

			

21

at the end of January was $13,635,476. A
resolution to accept the financial report was
approved.
Summer Lunch Program 2019
Heights Libraries applied to the Greater Cleveland Food Bank Summer Lunch Program to
be a free lunch site again in 2019. The free
lunch program will run June 3 through Aug. 9.
Youth Services Department staff will create fun
literacy programming and projects throughout
the summer for children receiving free lunch.
2020 Census
Heights Libraries Director Nancy Levin stated
that the 2020 United States Census will be online and that the libraries will assist residents in
filling out census applications.
LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org. See
disclaimer on page 7.

www.heightsobserver.org
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www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Ardmore Tree Service

Always Buying Paying Cash









MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
Gold / Sterling Silver  Clocks
 Swords
Jewelry
 Lamps
Glassware
 Violins
Paintings
 Porcelain
Pottery
 Ivory Carvings
Military Items
 Oriental Rugs
Bronze Figures
Men’s Wristwatches  Marble Figures
7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

440-461-4611
Buying anything unusual

Free Estimates

Daugherty Construction, Inc.
Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com







MJM Window
Restoration
Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

Investment Company Representative
2121 South Green Road
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382.9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services



Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Retirement Solutions

We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

440-944-0278

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights

* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
* Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM
Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured.
No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

216216-387387-0525
llebles1@hotmail.com

AMISH CREWS
www.heightsobserver.org

NEW GARAGE--RM ADDT’N
 ATTIC--BASEMENT FINISH
 ROOFING--SIDING
 DRIVEWAYS--WINDOWS
 DECK--PORCH--FRAMING
 COMPLETE RENOVATION


Call 216.320.1423
to find out how you can

Barbara Seidel
216.371.3333
baseidel@gmail.com

advertise your business for
$29/month

216-323-4483



Bookkeeping

F

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

When you advertise
in the Observer,
your money stays
in the community.

Alan I. Silver
Attorney at Law
Bankruptcy
Chapter 7 & Chapter 13
Tax problems
Member of United States Tax
Court
F REE CONSULTATION
REASONABLE T ERMS

(440) 461-0277

Honest, hardworking women
with 25 years of experience
under our brooms
Sit back and
Let us do your dirty work

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Contact Maria: 440-537-9784

Gutter Guru

Professional Gutter Cleaning
Local Cleveland Heights Business

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

Brooks Jones III

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate

216-543-4113 (mobile)

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Fully insured
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Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

E DU CAT I N G T H E H E I G H TS SI N C E 19 88

Tax Planning & Preparation

Certified Arborist

Fully Insured

Crystal Maids
Home Cleaning Services

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA
2121 South Green Rd .
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382 .9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

www.flower-entertainment.com

S EWING I NSTRUCTION
AGES 9 - ADULTS
Small classes
Experienced teacher

(216) 486-5551
Member National Arborist Association

Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!
All proceeds
friends@heightslibrary.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Free Estimates

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

Since 1978

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132

Shop
Local

Complete Tree Service
Year-round

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

A Complete Lighting
Sales & Service Company

For all your electrical needs



Landscape lighting, design
and installation





Fixture cleaning
Fixture and lamp repair
Lighting sales

(216) 956-2502
Ask for Shawn

bmj386@gmail.com

				

Tech Lighting, Inc.

22

R ESIDENTIAL / C OMMERCIAL

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve
License #48370
“Reliable electrical service and repair”

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

CH is using new tools to attract new businesses
Brian Anderson

In 2017
a nd 2018,
Cleveland
Heights
welcomed
95 new
businesses to the city. From law
firms to doggy daycare, from craft
breweries to art galleries, many small
businesses are choosing Cleveland
Heights as their home. With more
than 500 small businesses, Cleveland
Heights is an epicenter of small, locally owned businesses in Northeast
Ohio.
The city has expanded the tools
and incentives it uses to attract and
retain businesses, helping to make
Cleveland Heights a desirable location for entrepreneurs. The Economic Development Toolbox that
Cleveland Heights offers can help
meet the financing needs of the
business community, including loan
financing, grants, rebates and tax
incentives.
The city’s Commercial Loan

Program provides gap financing on a
project, in conjunction with a bank
loan and owner equity. In order to
receive funding, projects must create
at least one low- to moderate-income
job for ever y $35,000 lent. The
Commercial Loan Program assisted
with financing Boss Dog Brewery’s
brewing equipment when it opened
on Lee Road in 2017, helping launch
that new business.
In 2018, the city added a new
Small Business Administration (SBA)
Grant Program, in partnership with
funding from Cuyahoga County.
This program provides a forgivable loan/grant (up to 15 percent, or
$50,000) to a business as part of a
project involving an SBA loan. The
grant serves as an equity infusion to
make the project more attractive to
banks offering SBA loans, and allows
the business to keep more cash on
hand for operating expenses. This
program was instrumental in helping
Paws CLE and Blank Canvas CLE
open locations on Lee Road.
For projects that don’t easily fit
into either of the above programs, the

city also has an Economic Development Fund. This fund provides more
flexibility than some of the other
programs for high-impact projects
the city wants to support.
An Economic Development
Fund loan was used to help facilitate
evoDOMUS’s acquisition and renovation of its Taylor Road office and
showroom.
Last fall, as part of the new
citywide Community Reinvestment
Area (CRA) designation, commercial
properties became eligible for property tax abatements. Whether a project will be granted a tax abatement,
and the terms of the abatement, are
negotiated on a case-by-case basis
and must be approved by both the
city and CH-UH City School District before the start of the project.
In order to support small business startups and entrepreneurs,
the city has a Microenterprise Loan
Fund. Microenterprises are defined
as small businesses with five or fewer
employees, one of whom is the owner.
The program is targeted toward entrepreneurs and startups that may

Online commercial property database announced
Bob Rosenbaum

The Heights-Hillcrest Regional
Chamber of Commerce (HRCC),
which represents the cities of Cleveland Heights, Lyndhurst, Richmond
Heights, Shaker Heights, South
Euclid and University Heights, announced last month that a commercial
property database is now available on
its website, at www.hrcc.org/lois.
“The database is a comprehensive
listing of available commercial properties within our region,” said Karen
Schaefer, HRCC executive director.
“We’re so proud to partner with our
cities to make this available.”
Commercial brokers and businesses can access the database for
information about the physical property, demographics, and the appropriate city representative’s contact
information. Brokers can visit each
city’s website for a listing of properties in each specific community, or
can visit the chamber’s website to
see a listing of properties in all six

communities.
The cha mber of commerce
began work on this project several
years ago in its Civic Involvement/
Economic Development Committee,
under former executive director Angie Pohlman, who still participates in
the committee. “HRCC is a natural
venue for collaboration between the
cities it serves,” said Pohlman. “It is
so gratifying to see this project come
to fruition under Karen’s direction.”
Participants in the committee
include mayors and economic development staff from the six cities, the
County Planning Commission, and
members of the chamber’s board.
FirstEnergy introduced the chamber
to LOIS, the web-based software
that enables all communities in the
chamber’s service area to maintain a
comprehensive listing of their available commercial properties. Through
the generous support of FirstEnergy,
LOIS is provided to the cities and
chamber at no cost.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chairman of the Heights
Observer Advisory Committee, and is
responsible for its advertising sales and
market development.

not yet be able to access traditional
bank financing.
The city’s Storefront Rehabilitation Program is targeted toward
transformative exterior improvements of buildings in commercial
districts. It combines rebates of up
to $25,000 and no-interest loans of
up to $100,000, and also includes
free design services from consultants
contracted by the city. Among the
businesses that have utilized this
program are Quintana’s Barber &
Dream Spa and Speakeasy on Taylor
Road, and AV Remodeling on Noble
Road.
Brian Anderson is the business development manager for the city of Cleveland
Heights.

Free	
  books	
  mailed	
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  child!	
  

If	
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  child	
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Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462

Conditioning
$ 89 Air
Tune-Up Special
Bill

of family experience.
5 generations
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

Chris

VEHbrothers.com
Heights Observer April 1, 2019

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating,
cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

932-9755

216

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per system;
parts and labor for repairs additional. Discount valid
during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30).
One discount per visit. Valid on standard A/C setups only; excludes attic systems. Expires 7/31/19

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Heights

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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HEIGHTS ARTS

COURTESY ENSEMBLE THEATRE

Ensemble to celebrate 40 years with April 13 gala benefit

Lucia Colombi as Josie Hogan and Robert Hawkes as James Tyrone Jr. (at left) in Ensemble’s 1986
production of “A Moon for the Misbegotten.” Lara Mielcarek as Josie Hogan and Mitch Rose as
James Tyrone Jr. (at right) in Ensemble’s 2019 production of the same play. Hawkes returned as
Phil Hogan for the recent production.

Tyler Whidden

On Saturday, April 13, Ensemble
Theatre in Cleveland Heights will
host a benefit gala to celebrate 40
years of providing Northeast Ohio
with professional theater.
The ga la f und ra iser w i l l
include live music, select preview
performances from the upcoming
season, silent auction items, and
food from local sponsors, including
The Fairmount, Nighttown, Luna
Bakery and Café, The Stone Oven,
and Poison Berry Bakery.
Founded in 1979 by Lucia Colombi,
Ensemble Theatre was started in the
spirit of producing American classic
plays, including those of Eugene
O’Neill, of whom Columbi was
particularly fond. Among its many
award-winning productions over the
years was the “Panorama of AfricanAmerican Theatre” series, which was
filmed by PBS, syndicated nationally
and chosen for the network’s “First
View Award” as one of the top 25
educational programs in the country.
Celeste Cosentino, Columbi’s
daughter, took over as executive
artistic director after Lucia’s passing
in 2009. The theater has been a huge
part of her life for the past 40 years.
“I was born in October of ’78 and
Ensemble was created in the summer
of ’79, so we are both 40 this year,”
Cosentino said. “My mother spent

many years as the artistic director at
Karamu House, and that place also
played a very important role in my
growing up. The theater is my church.
There have been so many wonderful

memories I have had over these 40
years, of actors who have come and
gone, both to and from Cleveland, and
those who are not with us anymore.”
With nearly 200 productions
over the past four decades, Ensemble
has won many awards from local
organizations. In recent years,
Ensemble’s productions of “The
Nor ma l Hea r t,” “ T he Icema n
Cometh,” “Thurgood,” “The Night
Thoreau Spent in Jail,” and both parts
of “Angels in America” have garnered
acting, directing and design awards
for the talented greater Cleveland
artists who have graced Ensemble’s
stages.
W h i le A merica n classics
may have been Ensemble’s initial
focus, the theater’s programming
has expanded to include modern
masterpieces and new works from
local playwrights. With the inception
of its StageWrights writers group in
2010, Ensemble has fostered new
plays, and has produced the Colombi
New Plays Festival as a showcase of
new work from local writers since
2012. After moving to the Coventry
school building in 2011, Ensemble has

continued to bring new and exciting
theater to Cleveland Heights.
What her mother began 40 years
ago is still thriving, and Cosentino
does not foresee slowing down.
“What I can say is that I was so
very lucky that my mother left me
a very vibrant and tangible legacy
and something that lives in the soul
of Cleveland’s theater history,” she
said. “I hope that the new legacy
for Ensemble Theatre is to become
an anchor institution on our very
special corner here in Coventry, to
help the Coventry Village district
thrive and grow, and to have Ensemble
continue to bring amazing scripts and
groundbreaking theater to Cleveland
Heights long after even my shows are
over.”
All are welcome to celebrate
Ensemble’s success at its 40th
Anniversary Benefit and Gala on April
13, 7–10 p.m. Tickets can be purchased
at www.ensembletheatrecle.org/benefit, by
calling 216-321-2930 or by e-mailing
info@ensemble-theatre.org.
Tyler Whidden is a playwright, director
and actor with Ensemble Theatre.

“Knowing I’d
have access to
high quality
healthcare was
an integral part
of my decision.”

5-star rated healthcare.
Available 24 hours / 7 days a week.
High quality, personalized care is at the center of everything we do. Our warm and inviting
atmosphere offers assisted living and memory services and our 5-star rated Judson Health
Center provides superior long-term care, short-term skilled nursing and rehabilitative care.

Judson is bringing community to life with our beautiful locations and wide range of
educational, cultural and social opportunities.
Learn more at judsonsmartliving.org/its-all-here or call us at (216) 350-0326.
JUDSON
PA R K
C L E V E L A N D H E I G H TS
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JUDSON
MANOR
UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

SOUTH FRANKLIN
CIRCLE
C H AG R I N FA L LS
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HEIGHTS ARTS

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Library hosts districtwide student art show

From the 2018 show, work by sixth- , seventh- , and eighth-grade students.

Sheryl Banks

For the fourth consecutive year,
Heights Libraries is partnering
w it h t h e C l e v e l a nd He i g ht s University Heights City School
District’s Visual Arts Department
to host t he C reat i ve Hei g hts
District-Wide Art Show at the
librar y’s Lee Road branch. The
show will run April 15 to May 15,
with an opening reception and
awards ceremony on Monday, April
29, 6–8 p.m.
The ex hibition will feature
hundreds of pieces of art created
by st udents i n k i nderga r ten
t h rou g h g r ade 1 2 , work i n g i n
diverse media, including pencil
and chalk drawings, photography,
s c u l pt u r e , p o t te r y, p a i nt i n g ,
papier-mâché, printmaking, and

for best in show w i l l be given
for elementary, middle, and high
school level art.
“ T h e s k i l l a n d c r e a t i v it y
these kids put into their work is
incredible,” said Youth Ser vices
Manager Sam Lapides. “The art
teachers i n t he d istr ict rea l ly
inspire their students.”
The Lee Road branch is located
at 2345 Lee Road, a nd is open
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 9
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
and Sunday, 1–5 p.m.
Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library System.

metals (jewelry).
The artwork will be displayed
th roug hout the bui ld ing, in
the gallery, lobby, and teen and
children’s areas.
“This is one of my favorite
t i m e s of y e a r,” s a i d He i g ht s
Libraries Director Nancy Levin.
“The artwork brings such joy and
energy to the building. And there
is not h i n g bet ter t h a n seei n g
children f ind their art work on
display—you can see how proud it
makes them feel.”
The pieces in the show are
s el e c te d b y t he d i st r ic t ’s a r t
teachers, and are judged by a jury
of com mu n it y a r tists. Awa rds
for first place, second place, and
honorable mention are given for
each school, and one award each

Get on the water with
The Foundry!
No experience is necessary for
your 6th-12th grade athleteour coaches teach everything.

Call us:
440.596.7069.

Visit us online:
clevelandfoundry.org

South African Experiences
Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.

COURTESY MARK SOUTHER

UH Symphonic Band concert April 14

Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious

cleveland heights owned

The UH Symphonic Band

Now scheduling tours

Mark Souther

On Sunday, April 14, at 3 p.m., the
University Heights Symphonic Band
will perform a concert in the Dolan
Science Center Atrium at John Carroll University (1 John Carroll Blvd.,
University Heights).
The event is open to the public,
with a $5 suggested donation at the
door, and ample free parking is available next to the venue.
Musical Director Matthew Salvaggio will conduct David Bennett’s
Bassoonata, with bassoonist Leslie

Berman; Eric Clapton on Stage, arranged by Paul Murtha; A Copland
Portrait, arranged by Clare Grundman; Rossano Galante’s Afterlife;
Gustav Holst’s Second Suite for Military Band in F Major; Festive Overture,
by Dimitri Shostakovich, arranged
by Donald Hunsberger; and John
Phillip Sousa’s The High School Cadets.
Cleveland Heights resident Mark Souther
is a professor of history at Cleveland State
University and president of the University
Heights Symphonic Band.

Visit our website for details
southafricanexperiences.com
safricanexperiences@gmail.com

Miramar Boulevard
University Heights

Plus

(216) 534-6172

Edgerton Road
University Heights

Nordway Road
Cleveland Heights

Listings in Other Heights Communities!

SUSAN DELANEY
SUSAN DELANEY ABR ,RRS,CNE
®
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@Foundry216

			

25

®

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS ARTS

April at Heights Arts features third iteration of Emergent

Work by Davon Brantley

Nathan Prebonic, and Rachel Shelton.
For Emergent 2019, the Heights
Arts exhibition community team
selected 11 artists who create in a variety of media, from institutions that
include the Cleveland Institute of
Art, Kent State University, the University of Akron, and Oberlin College. The artists are Emily Brannan,
Davon Brantly, Kimberly Chapman,
Kylie Demkowicz, Sydney Givens,
Alyson Hollobaugh, Danielle Muzina, Alex Overbeck, Noelle Richard,
Jeni Stovicek, and Yskandar.
Attend the opening reception on
April 26, and meet the artists. An accompanying program, Ekphrastacy:
Artists Talk + Poets Respond, is
slated for Thursday, May 23 at 7
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Opening Friday, April 26, at Heights
Arts gallery, 2175 Lee Road, is the
third iteration of the well-received
exhibition Emergent, which shines
a light on artists who have recently
graduated from area colleges and
universities.
First presented in 2015, Emergent celebrates the strength of the
Northeast Ohio region as a training
ground for the great artists of tomorrow. Numerous artists who appeared
in previous Emergent exhibitions at
Heights Arts are now well into established careers as working artists
in the Cleveland area and elsewhere,
including Jerry Birchfield, Abbey
Blake, Robert Coby, Amber Ford,
Matthew Gallagher, David Masters,

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Greg Donley

Work by Danielle Muzina

p.m. The exhibition will be on view
through Sunday, June 9.
Also in April, the Callisto Quartet will activate the exhibition space
in a musical way on April 6, 7–9 p.m.
Grand prize winners of the 2018
Fischoff National Chamber Music
Competition, the Callisto Quartet
formed in 2016 at the Cleveland
Institute of Music. The musicians
offer a program ranging from classical to contemporary, with works
from 1799 by Haydn (String Quartet
op. 77 no. 1), from 2010 by Thomas
Adés (The Four Quarters) and from
1806 by Beethoven (String Quartet
op. 59 no. 2). The “streetfront” setting
of the Heights Arts gallery enables
the audience to connect with the

music without any of the sometimes
intimidating formality of a concert
hall experience.
The annual Haiku Death Match,
a fixture of springtime in recent
years, will take place in the summer
this year, at the Alma Theatre at
Cain Park, on Saturday, Aug. 3, at 7
p.m. Visit Heights Arts’ website for
details and the call for poets.
All of these events are free and
open to the public. For more information on Heights Arts community
programs and events, including house
concerts, gallery performances and
outreach, visit www.heightsarts.org.
Greg Donley is chair of the Heights Arts
exhibitions community team.

Un-romantic comedy ‘This’ opens April 26 at Dobama
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Dobama Theatre will wrap up its
2018–19 mainstage season with the
regional premiere of “This” by Melissa James Gibson, running April 26
through May 26.
Directed by Nathan Motta,
Dobama’s artistic director, “This” is
a smart, witty, un-romantic comedy
that captures the uncertain steps of
a circle of friends who are backing
their way into middle age. Jane is a
promising poet without a muse and
a single mother without lessons to
pass along. With her dating life in
shambles, she goes to a friend’s dinner party where she’s set up with a
handsome French doctor. But after
the meal and a few glasses of wine,
a party game goes wrong and ev-

				

tween love and betraya l, humor a nd
tragedy. The characters are painfully real;
each one is grappling
with the difficulty of
sudden loss and the
changes that come
with aging. “This” could easily fall
into unremitting cynicism, but it cuts
the pain of its characters with sharply
witty dialogue and an unwaveringly
honest glimpse at the idiosyncrasies
of its central group of friends. “This”
is unflinching in both its exploration
of our tendency to self-destruct and
the ways in which we disguise and
excuse our personal failings.
Dobama’s cast features Abraham Adams, Kieron Cindric, Craig
Joseph, Rachel Lee Kolis and Treva
Offutt.
Performances are Thursdays at
7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8
p.m., and Sundays at 2:30 p.m.
Ticket prices are $29 to $35,
with senior, student and military
discounts available. Tickets are available at the box office (216-932-3396),
or online at www.dobama.org.
In an effort to remove economic
barriers and make Dobama’s productions accessible to everyone, on the
first Sunday of every production
Dobama offers a 7:30 p.m. pay-whatyou-can performance. For “This,”
that date is Sunday, April 28.
COURTESY DOBOMA THEATRE

Casey Venema

erything in her life becomes more
complicated.
The New York Times called “This”
a “beautifully conceived, confidently
executed and wholly accessible
work,” and described “confused but
lovable characters . . . drawn with a
fine focus and a piercing emotional
depth.”
Play wright Gibson has won
numerous awards for her work, including an Obie award, the Whiting
award, and the Steinberg Playwright
award. Of her 12 published plays, two
have premiered at Playwrights Horizons, and two are commissions of
Steppenwolf Theatre. Her work has
also premiered at Soho Repertory,
Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company, Vancouver Playhouse, Atlantic
Theatre Company, and Philadelphia
Fringe Festival. This is her ninth
full-length play.
“This” premiered at Playwrights
Horizons in 2009. During its residence, it was so popular that it received a three-week extended run. It
has since been produced in theaters
across North America.
“This” occupies a complicated
spot in the canon of romantic comedies, inhabiting the painful space be26

Casey Venema is a directing intern at
Dobama Theatre.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Foothill Galleries presents photomontages by CH artist Greg Donley

G.M. DONELY

A montage of images and words,
Greg Donley’s works—uniquely
sized at 6 inches tall by 6 to 10
f e et w id e — s e em to w r a p t he
viewer within.
Explaining the intentiona lity of the size, Donley said, “You
can’t really take in the detail all at
once. You have to move yourself
past it, much as you have to move
yourself through a landscape.”
“What I have tried to do with
these photographs,” said Donley,
“is ex plore t he way s i n wh ich
people experience places, and how
they remember those experiences
later.”
A n ex h ibit ion of Don ley ’s
latest series of works, Annotated
G randeur: New photomontages by
G.M. Donley, opened at Foothill
Galleries (2450 Fairmount Blvd.,
Suite M291) on March 13 and will
run through the end of April.
According to gallery owner Michael Weil, this exhibit celebrates
Donley’s passion for immersion in
wide-open spaces. “He is an explorer in and with so many senses.
His art ref lects his exploration,”
said Weil.
The montage effect creates
a literal stagger in what viewers
see. “These fragmentary images
require your eyes and brain to
do some decoding to make sense

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Shari Nacson

Haute-Savoie, composite photograph by G.M. Donley.

of ever ything, which I think is
similar to the way we reconstitute
memories based on piles of images
that are filed away in our heads,”
explained Donley.
He descr ib ed h i s creat ion
process as one that begins with
a ny where bet ween 40 a nd 9 0
i m a g e s t h at he l a y er s on to p
of one a not her, t hen s pr e a d s
hor izonta l ly, w ith the ea rl iest
frame on the left and the most
recent on the right, ma king “a
k i nd of d i sj oi nte d s e q u ent i a l

progression.”
Donley then lays text across
the landscape. “The words that
appear against the landscape relate
to how people attach meaning to
place,” Donley said, “and how one
person’s meanings might be completely different from the meanings someone else attaches to the
same place.”
“I love this new series,” said
Weil, “because of its ability to have
us step back in awe and then step
forward with curiosity. Creative

presentation of sublime grandeur
presents so many challenges for an
artist. When the artist gets it right,
the rewards are significant for the
viewer. Come see what I mean.”
This is the second exhibition
from this ongoing project to be
shown at Foothill Galleries, which
opened in 2016.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a
freelance editor, social worker, and
nonprofit consultant who makes her
home in Cleveland Heights.

LEI invites kids to celebrate poetry month

Sarah Kloos

April is National Poetry Month,
and Lake Erie Ink is celebrating
with a Pocket Poems workshop on
Saturday, April 27, 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., at Mac’s Backs - Books
on Coventry.
Kids of all ages are invited to
attend, and create and share their
own pocket poems.

Parents are invited as well,
and only need to pay a fee for participating children. Admission is
$10 at the door. Reservations also
can be made in advance online, at
www.lakeerieink.org/register, where
sibling discounts and scholarships
are available for those eligible.
Mac’s Backs is located at 1820
C ovent r y Roa d , i n C le vel a nd
Heights.
Sarah Kloos recently graduated from
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
with a bachelor’s in English. She currently lives and works in Cleveland
Heights.

GRAB THE FUN WHERE YOU CAN.
Subscribe to Funny Times now!
24 pages of humor, politics and fun.
$28 for 12 monthly issues. Call 216.371.8600 x hot
or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM
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SONGS AND
STORIES

I have written a lot about my
mother in this column, because she
grew up in Cleveland Heights. I’ve
told about the time, when she was
a teenager, living with her mother
and baby brother during the Great
Depression in an apartment two
stories above Uberstine Drugs
on Coventry Road (now the site
of Hunan Coventry), when the
building caught on fire and their
only remaining pre-Depression
valuables—a Steinway grand piano
and her late father’s Stradivarius
violin—burned up, and my mother
ran back into the burning building
to retrieve the box with all of their
money in it.
My mother and father both
attended Roosevelt Junior High
and Heights High. But they actually
met at Euclid Avenue Temple. They
were both members of the temple’s
junior choir. My father wrote some
music that he thought the choir
might sing. The director asked
if someone in the group could
write lyrics for it and my mother
volunteered, because, she told me a
few years ago, she thought my father
was cute. Interesting that two of
their sons—me and my brother
Noah—became professional singersongwriters.
That’s not all I got from her,
that I’ve used in my professional
life. When my mother died, a
few weeks ago, every comment,
card and e-mail I received, from
people who knew her, mentioned
her sense of humor. She was quickwitted and her humor was odd and
irreverent.
When I attended Coventry
Elementary School, my mother
worked next door at the Coventry
Library, the system’s main branch
at the time, as the secretary for the
system’s head librarian. Once, when
Dr. Benjamin Spock—author of
Baby and Child Care, for more than
50 years the world’s second-bestselling book (after The Bible)—
lived in Cleveland Heights, he
called the library and identified
himself. My mother, surprised,
said, “Dr. Spock! I—I’ve read all
your books.” He laughed, of course,
having written only that one. She
also, sometimes, accidentally (or
maybe not) told callers, “I’m sorry,
Miss lunch is out to Lynch.”
I remember wa l k ing w ith
her, when I was 11, and she was
pushing a double stroller with my
2-year-old twin cousins in it, and
a woman came up to us, looked
at the kids and said, “Are they
twins?” My mother said, “Well,
one of them is.” T he woma n
nodded. I don’t know what she was
actually thinking, though. That
Heights Observer April 1, 2019

was typical.
Another typical kind of thing she’d
say was like the time, when I was in the
Heights Choir, and she was talking to
another choir mother and mentioned
that she had also sung in that choir. The
woman said, “Oh, I didn’t know you
sang.” My mother said, “Oh, yes. I used
to sing like . . . Florence Nightingale.”
But it was mostly irreverent. Like
the time in the ’70s when she and
my father went to Chandler & Rudd,
the area’s only fancy food store at the
time. They couldn’t believe how much
everything cost. While looking around,
they ran into an old friend and asked
him about the rest of his family. He said,
“Well, my wife, Sylvia, had a heart attack
a few weeks ago.” My mother said, “She
must have been looking at these prices.”
Maybe not the most appropriate thing
to say at that moment.
One time, I met a guy who was a
relative of some longtime neighbors
who had suddenly moved away. The
next time I saw my mother, I said,
“I found out what happened to Mr.
Greenberg. His nephew told me that

he was driving his
d el i v e r y t r u c k ,
hit a dip in the
road, smashed his
head on the top
of the cab, a nd
now he’s j u st a
‘vegetable.’” My
mother thought
for a second and
said, “Squash?”
Even when
she went into the
M e n o r a h P a r k Joe and Greta Budin, shortly after getting married in Los Angeles during
n u r s i n g h o m e , WWII, when they were 21 and 19, six years after writing a song together.
almost four years
ago, at the age of 91, the first time just sitting and watching the kids.
she met the social worker there, the She hadn’t said a word since “Hi,” 45
woman complimented my mother on minutes earlier. Just to make some
her fingernails, which were painted conversation, I said, “It sure is a lot
a bright shade of blue. The social easier being a grandparent than a
worked said, “My grandmother, parent.” She looked at me and said,
who’s 95, just got her nails done, each “Tell me about it.”
one a different color.” My mother
said, “Sure. She probably wants to David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the
get them all in before she dies.”
One of the last things she said former editor of Cleveland Magazine
to me was when I was visiting and and Northern Ohio Live, an author, and
had brought my two grandchildren. a professional musician and comedian. His
She wasn’t communicating ver y writing focuses on the arts and, especially,
much anymore, so we were mainly pop-music history.

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

What I got from her

Heights Libraries
Is Here for You,
Wherever You Are
“I think libraries are one of the greatest institutions
ever created. They’re a wonderful source of
knowledge and information. Even though I have a
smartphone now and can look up a lot of things
myself, the staff and community always keeps me
coming back.”
— Sam Wolf

				

“We moved here from Virginia and
come here all the time, at least 2 to
3 times most weeks. We go mostly
to the Children’s section, and we’re
always looking at the How-To
books. I homeschool my son, and
we rely on the library to provide all
the books we need for his learning.
We don’t use a set curriculum, so
whatever he wants to learn, we’ll
come here and browse and check
out different books on that subject.
The library is a wonderful resource
for us both.”
— Sarah & Sam Nemecek

Visit us in person,
online, or in the
community.
www.heightslibrary.org
(216) 932-3600
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