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Strong mayor or city manager sole CH charter issue this fall
Bob Rosenbaum

The fight over competing ballot issues
to decide whether to keep or change
the structure of Cleveland Heights City
government was growing increasingly
contentious. But CH City Council took
a step back from the brink on July 29,
when it voted to place only one issue
on the ballot in November.
The city’s voters will be asked, yes
or no, do you want the city to switch to
a form of government led by a popularly
elected mayor. That means a second
issue, containing a passel of other proposed changes to the city charter, will
not come before voters this year.
City council’s action was a victory for Citizens for an Elected Mayor
(CEM), the grassroots campaign that
had gathered signatures from 4,000
registered voters to place a referendum
on the ballot.
It was a setback for another group,
Cleveland Heights Citizens for Good
Government (CHCGG) PAC, which
sought to place that second issue on
the ballot. That ballot issue would have
been based on recommendations of the
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Attendees filled CH Council Chambers at the July 29 city council meeting.

council-appointed Charter Review
Commission (CRC), which worked
for more than a year and opposed
changing to a strong-mayor form of
government.
The funding of CHCGG was a
source of the growing anger between
sides. According to media reports, its
initial support included donations,
some as large as $2,500, from five
CH City Council members—the
same people who had determined the
makeup of the CRC and who would
be responsible for placing its recommendations on the ballot.
Last week, a copy of an e-mail
message from early June was circulated

on social media. In it, the Washington
D.C.-based International City/County
Management Association (formerly
the International City Managers Association) promised a matching donation of up to $25,000 to the CHCGG
PAC from its Fund for the Future of
Professional Management, to fight “to
retain council-manager government in
Cleveland Heights.”
All of that was brought to the
floor on Monday during an hour-long
session of public comment. Speakers
supporting the grassroots campaign
at times accused council members of
using national-style money and politics

CH mayor and Ensemble theatre
director attend NEA workshop

New CH-UH superintendent will meet
community this month

continued on page 4

Participants in the Local Leaders’ Institute on Creative Placemaking. CH Mayor Carol Roe and
Ensemble Theatre Director Celeste Cosentino are in the front row, third and fourth from left.

small, medium and rural communities
that were selected to participate from
among 148 applicants.
Cosentino spearheaded an effort last year to apply for a National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
Our Town grant for the Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Campus project. Though
she did not receive a grant, she was
invited to apply for the workshop.

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Cleveland Heights Mayor Carol Roe
and Ensemble Theatre Executive
Artistic Director Celeste Cosentino
traveled to Washington, D.C., in midJuly to attend the inaugural Local
Leaders’ Institute on Creative Placemaking. They were among six teams,
each comprising a local arts leader and
a government official, representing

continued on page 9

National Night Out returns to Purvis Park Aug. 6
After a successful inaugural event last
year, National Night Out returns to
University Heights on Aug. 6, 5–8
p.m., at Purvis Park.
National Night Out is an annual
community-building campaign that
promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie
to make neighborhoods safer and
more caring places in which to live.
This year’s University Heights
event will offer free food, music, inflatables, games and finger painting.
Police and fire department vehicles

courtesy uh city hall

Mike Cook

University Heights Police Officer Ben Feltoon with young residents at last year’s National Night Out event.

will be on hand, and residents will
have opportunities to meet police
officers and dispatch center staff.
Everyone who attends will be eligible
to win door prizes.
In addition, Cooper, the Univer-
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sity Heights brand ambassador, will
make an appearance.
University Heights is one of
more than 130 Ohio cities that are
participating in National Night Out

continued on page 6
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O n Au g . 1 ,
Elizabeth
Kirby takes on
her new role as
the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights
C i t y S c h o o l Elizabeth Kirby
District superintendent.
All community residents and
district families are invited to attend
informal get-to-know-you gatherings
with Kirby, beginning Aug. 5:
• Monday, Aug. 5, 6–7:30 p.m. – A dinner chat with the superintendent at
Whole Foods Market, 13998 Cedar
Road.
• Thursday, Aug. 8, 7:30–9 a.m. – A
coffee chat at On the Rise Artisan
Breads, 3471 Fairmount Blvd.
• Tuesday, Aug. 13, 3–4:30 p.m. – A
playdate at Noble Elementary
School, 1293 Ardoon Street.
• Wednesday, Aug. 14, 3–4:30 p.m. – A
playdate at Boulevard Elementary
School, 1749 Lee Road.
Kirby, who comes to the Heights
schools after 23 years as a teacher,
principal and school administrator in
Chicago, is a native Clevelander. CHUH Board of Education members
voted unanimously in March to name
her the district’s new superintendent,
from a field of four finalists.
She replaces former superintendent Talisa Dixon, who is now
superintendent of Columbus Public
Schools, and takes over from Brian
continued on page 6
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary newspaper; it is a nonprofit
publication for residents of Cleveland
Heights and University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click
on “Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
September issue must be submitted by
Aug. 12. We publish some articles online as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

TOH drawings lack details and warn of quality issues
steve rajki

The Flaherty & Collins (F&C) Top
of the Hill (TOH) drawings (dated
6/21/19) available for citizen scrutiny
at Cleveland Heights libraries are
schematic design drawings, not construction documents.
What is missing is a construction
document called “outline specifications” (outline specs), which will call
out the quality of the major building
materials in the project.
In order to make a value judgment on what’s being proposed, the
CH Architectural Board of Review
(ABR) must insist that the architects
provide outline specs along with their
schematic drawings.
Construction documents are what
everyone else is required to provide
for the ABR. One wonders what kind
of arrangement F&C has made with
the city that allows the firm to submit
incomplete schematic drawings, and
no construction documents, and ask
for final approval, as F&C did on July
9 at the ABR meeting.

If the ABR approves TOH ill
based only on schematic drawings,
the decisions on quality of construction would then be shunted to the
CH Building Department, which
the city “farmed out” for supposed
cost-saving reasons in 2016.
There are different codes a building official could use: city, state, or
federal. The state code, the one most
commonly used here, will control for
safety but not for quality.
The only place we get a clue
about quality of construction in the
TOH drawings currently available to
us is for the five-story garage. Drawings note it is pre-cast, not pouredin-place. The Macy’s/Target garage in
University Heights is pre-cast and its
problems are well known—you might
say legendary.
Cleveland Heights’ LennoxSurrey garage at Cedar Fairmount
is also pre-cast. Water leaks through
the upper deck, deteriorating the
structure, which requires frequent
maintenance. It “rains” in there.
The more recent city-built ga-

rages in Coventry and Cedar Lee ARE
poured-in-place; they were built for
more substantial quality, for longevity,
for the long term.
The city’s building official should
specify and require poured-in-place
construction [for the TOH garage],
rather than pre-cast.
As for the garage deck design,
I would recommend a single helix
parking structure. This gives onehalf of each floor a flat deck, which
could later be reconfigured to building uses other than automobile storage.
Why are we allowing quality
standards to slip for the TOH garage?
The economical vs. quality garage
construction is an ominous warning
of what the eventual working drawings will show for TOH Buildings 1
and 2, the proposed luxury apartment
units.
Steve Rajki is project architect for Cleveland Clinic’s Crile Building, and is a
retired Case Western Reserve University
architect.

Four problems CH voters should think about
Vince Reddy

Cleveland Heights voters will soon
decide whether to replace our councilmanager form of government with a
mayor-council model.
If voters approve changing to an
elected mayor this fall, the city’s first
directly elected mayor would not take
office until January 2022. During a
time when Cleveland Heights is facing accelerating competition from its
neighbors, and other daunting challenges, a caretaker government would
run the city for more than two years.
That’s a problem.
Our lack of a mayor-council
government isn’t a problem, but the
pervasive lack of understanding of our
current council-manager government
is, especially when the presence of an
informed and involved citizenry is a
hallmark of our city’s narrative. The
populist-style call to allow the voters
of Cleveland Heights to elect their
mayor is compelling on the surface,
but it is disingenuous in its implication that the city does not already
have a democratically elected government. That’s a second problem.
The seven members of Cleveland
Heights City Council are elected at
large and are directly accountable to
the city’s voters, and council is responsible for choosing a professional

city manager. City managers can be
drawn from across the United States
or even beyond, if warranted. This
does not preclude the appointment
of a city resident (current or former),
if a city resident is the best candidate.
The pool of potential mayors, by
comparison, is limited to current city
residents. That’s a third problem.
As a neighbor pointed out to me,
our school system is run like a councilmanager government. The school
board comprises elected citizens
serving on a part-time basis, who hire
a professional superintendent from
what is often a nationwide search. It is
hard to imagine support for replacing
the superintendent with an elected
leader who would have to be a district
resident before seeking election.
The mayor-council style of local government is not superior to
the government we have in place.
Many cities, including some in
Cuyahoga County, are well served
by the mayor-council model. There
are far more cities, however, where
elected mayors have created more
problems than they solve. When
county voters decided to adopt the
home-rule powers that come with a
charter county government in 2009, I
supported the establishment of what
is essentially a mayor-council government at the county level. I realize

now that the council-manager government used in many charter counties
across the United States would have
provided a better selection of chief
executives than the popularly elected
Ed FitzGerald and Armond Budish
turned out to be.
There’s also a fourth problem
with the proposed charter amendment that voters need to consider.
The proposal states that a full-time
elected mayor would be “accountable,
visible, decisive, available, and responsive,” yet its proposed charter language states that “holding the office of
Mayor does not necessarily preclude
limited outside employment or other
outside work by the person holding
the office.” What is the reason for this
unusual and explicit accommodation?
I’d like to know. Wouldn’t you?
Please consider the wisdom
of bringing these four problems to
Cleveland Heights. Serving on the
city’s Charter Review Commission
and studying this issue for 16 months
helped me recognize these flaws
with Citizens for an Elected Mayor’s
populist proposal. I hope that you will
recognize these problems, too.
Vince Reddy is a former FutureHeights
board member and a 22-year resident of
Cleveland Heights. He recently served on
the city’s Charter Review Commission.

Powerful-mayor model carries risks
Jessica Schreiber

I lived in Cleveland Heights from
2006–14. Moving here from a small
town in the Pacific Northwest, I
could not believe my good fortune
in winding up in a community where
there were more progressive, ethical
leaders running for city council than
open seats.
Cleveland Heights has a long
history of engaged citizens and robust
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nonprofit organizations fighting for
open housing, nondiscriminatory
practices and preservation of the
community’s unique character.
So there seems something off
to me in the characterization of
Cleveland Heights as a town in dire
need of an immediate change in
government structure.
Cle veland Heights ha s
challenges like all aging inner-ring
suburbs in a region hemorrhaging
2

population, but we need to consider
whether advocates for a strongmayor system have misdiagnosed
the problem and offered up the
wrong solution.
I’ve lived in the city of Cleveland
for four years. I invite anyone who
believes a strong-mayor system will
result in more accountability to
come visit me in Ward 4.
Perhaps you know of my city

continued on page 11
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Change or status quo?
Kermit Lind

Thanks to a loose coalition of nearly
4,000 Cleveland Heights voters who
signed petitions this spring, all CH
voters will be entitled to vote on
whether to add an executive mayor
to city government. An effort of this
scale done in just a few weeks is itself
an encouraging show of the vitality
that characterizes the community.
Cleveland Heights provides residency for people of many different
walks of life and heritages. It has
highly regarded public facilities—
think of the library system, exceptional public safety and emergency
services, great parks and multiple
recreation venues, and the arts. Its
demographic profile reveals a rich
mix of races, religions, cultures and
levels of wealth.
These valued features are all results of change, and the community’s
sustainability depends on adapting
to more change. That goes for the
city’s form of government as well.
Voting residents decide to keep or
change their form of government,
and Cleveland Heights residents are
in that process now.
Neither the council-manager
nor the popularly elected-mayor
form is inherently superior—each
may have advantages for certain
situations and conditions. Neither
is immune [to] corruption or mismanagement. They fail or succeed by
their capacity to serve their voting
constituency.
CH’s form of government was
adopted nearly a century ago. Since
that time, none of the many newer
suburbs has [adopted] a councilmanager government. In Cuyahoga
County, ceremonial mayors and city
managers are entirely unique. I see
this as a handicap for Cleveland
Heights because its circumstances
require more attention, collaboration and occasionally contention
with other municipalities, government agencies and institutions.
Would effective executive authority have allowed Severance to
decline without a serious fight?
Economic forces are being dealt
with in this region by executive mayors rather than part-time ceremonial
ones, or managers employed by parttime council members. As the largest

POWER WASHING
DECK CLEANING & STAINING

first suburb on the east side of the
county, CH needs the stronger voice
of an elected executive mayor to
avoid being marginalized or left out
of what happens outside city hall.
A serious challenge for the city
is the preservation, revitalization
and development of its residential
assets, in all price ranges. The economic crisis in the last decade is a
call to action that requires new strategies, policies and procedures that
fit current and future circumstances
of this housing market. The dwindling owner-occupancy of housing
and loss of property tax base value is
a systemic threat. No single department—housing, building, planning,
economic development or law—can
fix it. The problem requires the
mobilization and coordination of all
departments.
The community also needs to
engage positively to ensure sustainability for all neighborhoods, not
only for a fortunate few. While good
PR is helpful, it’s not sufficient to
deal with deep challenges below the
surface.
I sense a persistent waning
of confidence in the current city
government by many longtime
Cleveland Heights advocates. This
is distressing when it detracts
from the critical support for constructive changes to sustain the
community’s vitality. We need an
educated awakening to 21st-century realities that put Cleveland
Heights’ sustainability in doubt. It
does not seem that those favoring
the council-manager approach are
making a persuasive case for success with the status quo.
This is why I urge fellow voters
to add a citywide elected mayor to
upgrade the community’s capacity to
advance toward a more just sustainability for all. More importantly, I
urge voters to become alert to the
social, economic and cultural dynamics already changing our civic
environment. Knowledge, not nostalgia, is the most essential change
of all.
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Kermit J. Lind is clinical professor of law
emeritus at Cleveland State University.
Lind now writes, consults and lectures
on community development law and
public policy.
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Strong-mayor advocates omit details
Robert Jefferis
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In letters for a proposed ballot issue
for a directly elected mayor, Citizens
For an Elected Mayor (strong-mayor
advocates) leave out important details
about changes to our current form of
government in Cleveland Heights.
In our current form we pay
each of our democratically elected,
part-time council persons a whopping $9,270 per year. Our council
president earns an additional $2,570
per year to be a public face of council
and to herd council members toward
consensus, just like the speaker of
the house for the Ohio House and
the U.S. House of Representatives.
For the privilege of being council
president, democratically elected by
members of council, the city charter
allows that person to be called the
mayor. The mayor has a single vote
on council, just like the other council
members. We already democratically
elect our ceremonial mayor.
The strong-mayor advocates, in
details of the ballot measure, now
propose that we add a full-time,
directly elected mayor, and pay the
mayor like other mayors (Beachwood’s Merle Gordon topped out
at $175,000 plus perks, before being
unseated). Yet this “full-time” mayor
would be permitted to hold another
job—mysteriously excepting Cleveland Heights-University Heights
and East Cleveland schools, but not
other nearby districts such as South
Euclid or Shaker Heights.
The proposed ballot [issue]
would also declare the strong mayor
head of police and fire, as director
of public safety; head of all other
departments; allow the mayor to
“appoint, promote, transfer, reduce
or remove all officers and employees;” and [give] the mayor “judicial
powers granted by the general laws
of Ohio.” One can hear the deals
already being cut with such a grant
of powers and salary.

I like Cleveland Heights, which
abounds with a diversity of opinions
and a form of good government that
works with that diversity. Perhaps that
is the objection of the strong-mayor
advocates: rather than working to
form a consensus from the diversity of
opinions that our current form of government requires, they want to have
to influence only one person to roll
over any opposition. What is missing
from their argument is the programs or
initiatives needed to change Cleveland
Heights in their minds, which would
require such a dramatic concentration
of power in one person. The strongmayor advocates also fail to mention
other cities with strong mayors that
have suffered from problems of corruption, self-dealing, and failure to
serve their respective citizens.
Your vote will matter. It is not unreasonable to expect that, along with
a highly paid position heading all city
functions and hiring/firing whomever
the mayor wants, nepotism, wasted
public dollars, and corruption will be
waiting in the wings.
The Charter Review Commission
of 15 citizens went through a 16-month
process, studied this proposed change,
and concluded that our form of
government by a city council and a
part-time ceremonial mayor should
continue.
You may be inclined to approve
the measure, run for mayor, get paid
big bucks, hire your friends and family on the public dime, and crush any
opposition. However, you had better
build that election fund because a lot of
others will want in on the opportunity.
Please vote no to this change in
Cleveland Heights government. Send
a message: We like our city built on
consensus through an elected council,
not by concentrating power in a single
person.
Robert Jefferis is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights who cares about Cleveland Heights.

Strong Mayor continued from page 1

to reduce voters’ influence over their
own government.
Those supporting the current
form of government at times accused
CEM of being secretive, partisan and
overly aggressive in pursuing a ballot
that would contain only its proposal.
According to the city charter, it
takes five votes of the seven-person
council to place an issue on the ballot.
The official vote to table the council
proposal was unanimous, but that
was only after it became apparent five
votes couldn’t be mustered to support
the second ballot initiative.

Council members Jason Stein and
Kahlil Seren favored placing only the
grassroots measure on the ballot.
Council members Melissa Yasinow,
Michael Ungar, Carole Roe and Mary
Dunbar all favored placing both issues
on the ballot and letting voters sort it
out. They also were listed as contributors
to the CHCGG PAC, and each spoke
on record opposing a change in the form
of government.
In the end, the issue was decided by
council’s newest member, Craig Cobb,
who had served on the CRC, had concontinued on page 7
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Of mayors, city managers,
and history lessons
Heights of
Democracy

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg

In his opinion in the July Heights
Observer, “History proves councilmanager plan works well,” former
Cleveland Heights council member and one-time mayor Alan
Rapoport profiled Frank Cain,
the city’s first mayor, who held
the office for 32 years. After being
directly elected himself in 1914,
when Cleveland Heights was a
village of 3,000, Mayor Cain led
the charter commission that ultimately called for seven council
members elected at large, and an
appointed city manager. (In 1914
and in 1921, when the new charter
was approved, only men could
vote.)
Surely no one ever was more
confident than Cain that his fellow council members would select
him to be mayor, as they did for
the following three decades. By
all accounts, he did a great job.
He also benefited from being in
the right place at the right time,
leading a wealthy suburb of the
booming city of Cleveland during
the Roaring ’20s.
We appreciate Rapoport’s
sharing this history, and we want
to extend the lesson back a little
farther, into the 19th century. Atlarge elections and appointed city
managers are often characterized
as an “efficient” response to corrupt partisan politics. That may be
partially true, but the fact is that
wealthy civic and business leaders
throughout the U.S. were alarmed
at the prospect of losing political
control. Charles Francis Adams
Jr., a great-grandson of President
John Adams, put it succinctly:
“Universal suffrage can only mean
in plain English the government
of ignorance and vice: it means a
European, and especially Celtic,
proletariat on the Atlantic coast;
an African proletariat on the
shores of the Gulf, and a Chinese
proletariat on the Pacific.”* (What
would he have to say about the
thousands of migrants fleeing
the crime and poverty of Central
America today?)
As the Atlantic Monthly astutely observed in 1879, “The

right of voting cannot be taken
away, but the subjects of voting
can be much reduced.”* And so,
systematically, they were. By the
early 20th century, the spread of
council-manager governments
(and at-large councils) throughout
the American South was stunning.
for example, Richmond is the only
city in the state of Virginia that
does not use the council-manager
system. The “innovation” was also
popular in the west and on the east
coast, where powerful interests
were not about to cede control
of industrial cities to immigrants.
Many Midwestern cities, however,
either hung on to ward representation and elected mayors or, after
experimenting with the councilmanager form, as Cleveland did,
returned to the direct election of
mayors.
Also in July’s Heights Observer,
Jack Newman and Mike Gaynier
opined that a “directly elected
mayor would not be more accountable” than our council-manager
government. To make their case,
they used the words “democratic,”
“accountable,” and “leadership”
repeatedly. But, as has been noted
elsewhere, the council-manager
structure follows the corporate
form of a board of directors and
chief executive officer—hardly a
democratic system.
With an elected mayor, the
council serves as a check on the
mayor, who must gain majority
approval for most important decisions and all major expenditures—
just as a city manager must. Yes,
the mayor can veto, but a supermajority of council can override.
And with an elected mayor, the
voters are the ultimate check on
power. Yes, all the voters: male, female, trans, Black, White, nativeborn and naturalized citizens. If
elections aren’t working fairly and
properly, fix the elections. Don’t
throw out democracy, or worse,
claim that an appointment system
is somehow “more democratic”
than one in which the electorate
decides. It isn’t.
*Source: “A Nation without
Borders: The United States and
Its World in an Age of Civil Wars,”
1830–1920, by Steven Hahn, pp.
470, 471.
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Marbling
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Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg are longtime residents of Cleveland Heights. Contact them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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Register for our email newsletter today at http://tinyurl.com/y9paqyga
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Shop local. Play Local. Hire Local.
Proudly selling the Heights since 2001

Music camp promotes growth
the common
good

THE

REALTORS

216.233.6726

Meredith Babel

Mike McKeon

Eileen McKeon

TheMcKeonGroup.com

Britt Bodager

Stump grinding is just the first step,
ask us how we can help you repair
your lawn and garden spaces
• New lawn installation and lawn renovations
• Hardscaping including patios, walks and retaining walls
• New bed and plant installations
• Irrigation and drainage systems
• Low voltage lighting systems
• Landscape management programs
• Turf care programs

Susie Kaeser

The struggle is real, and it is good.
This was the theme for the Heights
Summer Music Camp held June 10–15
at Cleveland Heights High School. This
was the 15th camp season and, like the
other 14, it was a great week of exploration, growth, engagement and success.
Reaching Heights, our local
community support organization for
the Heights schools, sponsors the
camp that provides fifth- through
eighth-graders who are residents of
the Heights school district with the
chance to engage in an intense week of
playing their instruments in chamber
groups and an orchestra. They also
explore music in choirs, jazz groups or
ukulele ensembles, and they learn about
musicianship.
This is all provided by a staff of
16 professional musicians and music
educators and 22 high school mentors.
Many staff are alumni of the Heights
music program. I founded the camp
with Tamar Gray and Betsy Neylon,
and I direct it.
Learning, like much of life, is about
finding ways to engage with difficult
and daunting challenges. At music
camp we ask young musicians, many
of whom have played their instruments
for less than two years, to play advanced
music.
Campers need to be comfortable
with their instruments, knowledgeable
about how to use their fingers to create each note, able to imagine how the
music should sound, keep the tempo
and rhythm, count, play in exact unison
with more than 100 other musicians,
follow the conductor and understand
the language used to give instructions.
They must be comfortable with not

knowing the music, making many
mistakes, trying over and over, and
listening to adults who they don’t know
very well. It goes way beyond simple
multitasking!
Campers engage in these activities
twice a day in an orchestra, and they apply these skills in small chamber groups
where they cannot hide what they
don’t know. No matter how capable
our musicians are, the struggle is real.
They are facing challenges, and when
they do, and when they make progress,
it is good!
Our goal is not to humiliate our
campers and expose what they don’t
know. It is to provide them enough
support, encouragement and direction
to help them engage in a demanding
experience and find success. Every step
forward is rewarding. It is a wonderful
experience of self-discovery. Facing
adversity—in this case, adversity that
is not life-threatening in any way—is a
source of growth, confidence and, we
hope, motivation to engage and grow.
It is also a great lesson in how to
face adversity—something no one can
escape.
Learning music is a wonderful
lesson about how learning works and
its fantastic rewards. This is not about
judgment, jumping through hoops of
compliance or proving to the legislature
that they have invested taxpayer dollars
wisely and should continue doing so.
Rather, it is authentic learning.
We are fortunate to have the financial
support from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
and several generous individual donors,
and the time to offer a challenging, engaging and rewarding learning experience to young people. This should not
be a luxury of summer. It should be a
year-round driver of public education.
Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of Cleveland Heights and the former director of
Reaching Heights. She is active in the
Heights Coalition for Public Education and
the League of Women Voters.

Purvis park continued from page 1

superintendent continued from page 1

this year. The event encompasses all
50 states, and U.S. territories and
military bases worldwide, and occurs
on the first Tuesday in August.

Williams, a longtime district administrator who served as interim
superintendent.

Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

MAC’S

BACKS
BOOKSTORE
MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS! 

S. Andrew
Swann &
Marie Vibbert
Aug. 22nd
7pm

Cathan Cavanaugh is supervisor of
communications for the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights City School
District.

216-371-5944
• Slate

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

www.lawnlad.com
TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS
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Teachers often worry about
time away from classrooms
A Teacher’s
Voice

Ari Klein

I have a memory of when I was
in first grade and my mom and I
went to my teacher’s apartment
on Superior Road, near Forest
Hills, with a gift for her new baby.
I do not recall my teacher being
absent from school, so perhaps
she gave birth at the beginning
of summer.
I have heard negative comments from parents and students
about teacher absences, largely
because things are never the
same with a substitute. As part
of our union’s work in arranging
leaves of absence for teachers for
various reasons, I can tell you
that most teachers are concerned
about what happens when they
are not in the classroom. In fact,
just today I received an e-mail
from a teacher who will be on an
extended leave beginning at the
start of the upcoming school year.
She is concerned because she has
not yet seen a job posting for her
position.
This teacher is worried about
her students. She wants to know
that her teaching team will have
someone who is qualified and is
able to hold things together while
she is out. I have counseled teachers who want to delay needed
surgeries or medical treatments
until summer or school holidays—
times when their procedures will
have the least impact on students
(even though a delay might not be
in the teacher’s own best interest).
One of the most common
reasons for leave is maternity/
child care. There is no paid time
off for maternity leave/child care
in our district, and a teacher must
use part or, in some cases, all of
her accumulated sick leave. If a
teacher runs out of sick leave, she
will not be paid until she returns

to work and will have to cover
the cost of health insurance if the
absence exceeds the 12 weeks of
the federal family medical leave
provisions.
Because our local union is
mostly female, women’s issues are
important to us. When a teacher
leaves or returns to work during
the school year, it is difficult for
everyone. In the end, teachers
have to think about the welfare
of their own children and families
when considering how long to be
away from their classrooms.
Un f o r t u n a te l y, f o r m a n y
teachers family finances dictate
how long they can afford to stay
home with their babies. Many
women lack the protection of a
union contract, and many women
must work several part-time jobs
to pay for their own medical insurance.
It seems unfathomable that in
one of the richest nations in the
world maternity and child-care
leaves of absence, as well as health
care, is not a right for everyone.
I believe that at least one parent
should be able to stay home after
the birth of a child. I know that
it is not always financially possible for our teachers to take an
extended leave, but at least in our
contract, it is an option.
The next time you are critical
of a teacher’s extended absence,
please consider the reason. In
most instances—maternity leave
or illness—our teachers remain
concerned about what happens
in the classroom during their absence. It is certainly a disruption,
even with the best substitute, but
teachers are people and, like the
rest of us, occasionally have needs
that necessitate an absence.
I hope that we have the will
as a nation to expand basic rights
for family leave to more working
people. It is the right thing to do.

REPRINTED FROM FUNNY TIMES / P0 BOX 18530 / CLEVELAND HTS OH 44118 / FUNNYTIMES.COM

Provided by Funny Times, a Cleveland Heights-based business

Strong Mayor continued from page 4

tributed to the CHCGG PAC, and was
appointed by council last April to fill
the seat vacated after Cheryl Stephens
was elected to the Cuyahoga County
Council.
In an artful speech to the packed
council chambers, Cobb said he personally opposes changing the form of
government, but he respects the right
of voters and trusts them to make the
right decision.
Cobb said that placing only one
issue on the ballot will allow voters to
have a clear and honest debate about
the big question; the other charter

amendments can be addressed later.
He added that if council had voted to
place a second issue on the ballot, the
decision in November—regardless of
the outcome—would never be viewed
as legitimate.
Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights Observer
Advisory Committee, and is responsible
for its advertising sales and market development. While undecided about the
issue of city manager v. strong mayor, he
has donated $75 to Citizens For an Elected
Mayor.

Opinion section continues on pages 11 and 14

Ari Klein is a lifelong community
member, math teacher at Cleveland
Heights High School, and president
of the Cleveland Heights Teachers
Union.

No need to wait a month for more community news.
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Follow UH’s Cooper on Instagram

UH community
safety meeting
set for Aug. 13

Cooper (left) makes a friend at Walter Stinson Community Park during a recent concert.

per” being submitted, independently,
by Clare Nolan and Jackson Lovato.
Earlier this summer, according

to lore, a bag of Bialy’s Mish Mosh
mix somehow got spilled on the
Cooper toy at the reception desk at
UH City Hall. There must have been
some magic in that Mish Mosh mix
he found, as the Cooper toy came to
life and began to dance around.
After explaining his love for the
city, Cooper was hired by Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan to serve as the
city’s first brand ambassador.
The job doesn’t pay, but Cooper
is permitted to live in the basement
at city hall.

courtesy uh city hall

Cooper the Chicken, the brand ambassador for the city of University
Heights, is now on Instagram. He
can be followed at “cooperchicken.”
In his role as brand ambassador,
Cooper celebrates all things University Heights—from parades and
concerts, to lemonade stands and
local businesses.
Cooper originated as a nameless
stuffed toy chicken wearing a T-shirt
bearing the new University Heights
logo, distributed at last year’s University Heights Civic Awards.
A “Name That Chicken” contest
soon followed, with the name “Coo-

courtesy uh city hall

Mike Cook

University Heights Fire Chief Robert Perko will
discuss the city’s fire prevention bureau at the
Aug. 13 community meeting.

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland
Local news that speaks to you

Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Hear it live
Walking
to4CWRU,
Mon – Fridistance
at 9 am and
pm
Shaker Square and RTA
Stream on demand
Refinished
Kitchens
wjcu.org/media/heights-now
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

Mike Cook

University Heights Mayor and
Safety Director Michael Dylan
Brennan invites all residents and
business owners to the city’s annual Community Safety Meeting
on Aug. 13, 6–7:30 p.m., at the University Heights Library on Cedar
Road. Light refreshments will be
served.
Fire Chief Robert Perko, Police
Chief Dustin Rogers, City Prosecutor Michael Astrab, and Law Director Luke McConville will make
presentations to the community,
and then take questions from the
audience.
Among other topics, Perko will
discuss the newly reinstated fire
prevention bureau, while Rogers
will discuss the city’s annual crime
report.
Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

Local news that
speaks to you
Catch the HeightsNow
podcast from WJCU

Live:
Mon-Fri
at 9 am and 4 pm
Stream on demand:
wjcu.org/media/heights-now

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com
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Cleveland Heights City Council
JUNE 17, 2019
Council members present were Mayor Carol
Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow, Craig
Cobb, Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren and Jason
Stein. Michael N. Ungar was absent, but listened by telephone. The meeting lasted from
7:40 to 8:29 p.m.
City-owned property transfer
Council unanimously passed an ordinance
authorizing transfer of city property to Grandview-Bellfield Development LLC and praised
the Russo family’s involvement in the Cedar
Fairmount Business District. It was noted that
the new 64-car private parking lot will help
ease parking in the district.
Top of the Hill Parking
First reading of an ordinance to implement a
temporary parking plan during Top of the Hill
construction will be followed by a public comment period. [The legislation was presented as
Ordinance 57-2019 and can be found on the
city’s website: www.clevelandheights.com.]
CDBG agreements
Council approved 14 agreements for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding. Council members praised the work
of the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) in
this endeavor. The agencies, amounts and
purposes are:
• Bhutanese Community of Greater Cleveland, $8,000 for its job training program;
• Central Bible Baptist Church, $8,000 for its
Neighborhood Seniors Resource Center;
• Cedar Taylor Development Association,
$10,000 for streetscape enhancements;
• Family Connections of Northeast Ohio,
$20,000 for its Family School Connections
Program;
• FutureHeights, $33,000 for its Community
Capacity Building Program;
• FutureHeights, $10,000 for the Cedar Lee
ensemble continued from page 1

“I learned so much about how integral arts and culture are to community
cohesion and how there are courageous
ways to think outside of the box to
solve civic issues,” said Cosentino
about her experience at the institute.
“I saw so many ways in which arts and
cultural organizations have and can
become catalysts for community vision
as well as platforms for unique and successful sustainable development.”
NEA and the Local Initiatives
Support Corporation (LISC) designed
the intensive workshop to help participants implement successful creative
placemaking projects to strengthen
their local communities.
Participants traveled to NEA’s
offices July 16–18 to meet with a creative placemaking resource team with
expertise in a range of topics, including
partnership with artists, community
engagement, and project management.
They also engaged in a rigorous peer

Mini-Park Placemaking Project;
• Gesher, $8,000 for a program to help
eligible residents access government assistance programs;
• Heights Emergency Food Center, $25,510
for operating and capital improvement
expenses;
• Home Repair Resource Center, $117,327
for multiple loan, grant and counseling
programs;
• Heights Youth Club Inc., $10,000 for its
after-school Learning Place Program;
• Lake Erie Ink, $12,015 for its Ink Spot After
School Program;
• Open Doors Academy, $15,000 for its
year-round enrichment program for youth
living at risk;
• Severance Tower Local Advisory Council;
$10,800 for its Accessible Community
Garden Project;
• Start Right Community Development Corporation; $10,000 for its food bank program.

meeting highlights

that council and the developer are not listening
to feedback, specifically that which recognized
the location as crowded and lacking green
[space]. Mayor Roe said these comments
would be sent to the developer.
City manager’s report
City Manager Tanisha Briley notified city council that [the city is] rejecting all bids received
for Selwyn Road resurfacing and water line
replacement, and requested permission to rebid the project. Council approved permission
and referred it to the Safety and Municipal
Services Committee.
Briley stated that the state of Ohio did
not pass an operating budget by June 30,
but a stopgap budget was passed. She recognized a “great” meeting with FutureHeights
and said that it will have a role in planning
the future of Severance once a developer is
selected.
Storefront renovation
Council adopted revised guidelines for the
city’s storefront renovation program to repeal
previous amendments to the guidelines.

Council meeting suspension in August
Council approved suspending council meetings for the month of August.

Top of the Hill parking plan
Council authorized a parking plan for the duration of Top of the Hill construction.

Mayor’s announcements
Mayor Roe announced that PowerPoint presentations from the June 12 tax abatement
workshops for homeowners are available on
the city’s website, under Economic Development/Community Reinvestment Area (CRA).

National Parks and Recreation Month
Council proclaimed July as National Parks
and Recreation Month. Council Member Stein
voted against the proclamation.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Bond ordinances
Council passed three ordinances totaling
$1,213,000 for the issuance and sale of notes,
anticipating bonds to be issued for acquiring
motor vehicles and equipment for both the
forestry and sewer utilities divisions of the Public
Works Department, acquiring mobile radios for
the Police Department, and funding city street
construction and related costs.

JULY 1, 2019
Council members present were Mayor Carol
Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow, Craig
Cobb, Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein
and Michael N. Ungar. The meeting lasted
from 7:34 to 8:17 p.m.
Public comments
Top of the Hill: A resident expressed concern

knowledge exchange. The goal was to
enable participants to return to their
communities better prepared to carry
out arts, culture and design projects
that will yield catalytic, long-term, equitable outcomes for their communities.
“Communities of all shapes and
sizes are embarking on creative placemaking projects,” stated Jennifer
Hughes, director of design and creative placemaking at NEA. “This is an
opportunity for the NEA to support
this work in a new way, by facilitating
hands-on learning and peer exchange
during a two-day Institute.”
“Arts and culture are powerful catalysts for strengthening social cohesion,
and building equitable economic opportunity in communities of all sizes,”
said Lynne McCormack, national program director of creative placemaking
at LISC. “This kind of shared learning
helps local leaders develop creative
placemaking plans and projects that
will serve their communities’ develop-

ment now and in the future.”
Using knowledge gleaned from
the workshop, Ensemble, its Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. partners, and the city of
Cleveland Heights must now decide
whether to apply for a 2020 Our Town
grant this August, or wait until the following year.
This initiative is a part of the efforts of Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus
to renovate its building to enable more
efficient operations to better serve the
community.
“I gained a deeper appreciation of
the value of art in enhancing community conversation and reinforcement
of the need to have underrepresented
voices at the discussion table,” said
Roe. “The most exciting suggestion
was to produce an original play to tell
the story of Coventry P.E.A.C.E. and
its place in our city’s history. Whatever
we do, it is essential to capture the
voices of underrepresented populations.”

Tax budget
Council adopted the 2020 tax budget and
designated certain law department attorneys.
Council Member Ungar addressed the
speed with which the meeting moved through
the finance legislation, noting that each of
these issues had been fully discussed prior
to this meeting.
Public walks and walkways
Council Member Dunbar celebrated the
public walks and capital projects’ continuing progress to make the walkways ADA
compliant. The Housing Committee continues
to look for easily executable ways to create
greater safety in the city’s public paths for
pedestrians and bikers.
Mayor’s report
Mayor Roe praised the collaboration with
FutureHeights, specifically focusing on engagement and discussion around Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Park.
LWV Observer: Jeannine Gury.

Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.
To receive email postings of full reports, send
an email to heights@lwvgreatercleveland.org
or join through Google groups using “lwvchuh observer reports” as a search phrase.
These reports contain member observation and selected highlights of public meetings
and are not official statements of the Heights
Chapter of the League of Women Voters of
Greater Cleveland. This disclaimer must accompany any redistribution of these reports.

In addition to Cleveland Heights,
the five other communities that participated were: Cherokee Village, Ark.;
Dorchester County, Md.; Lexington,
Ky.; Paonia, Colo.; and Ulster County,
N.Y.
Established by Congress in 1965,
NEA is the independent federal
agency whose funding and support
gives Americans the opportunity to
participate in the arts, exercise their
imaginations, and develop their creative capacities.
LISC forges resilient and inclusive
communities of opportunity across
America. Since 1979, LISC has invested
$20 billion to build or rehab 400,500
affordable homes and apartments and
develop 66.8 million square feet of retail, community and educational space.
Learn more at www.lisc.org.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.
Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462

Conditioning
$ 89 Air
Tune-Up Special
Bill

Chris

VEHbrothers.com

of family experience.
5 generations
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

The ONLY Hann Family owned heating,
cooling and plumbing business in Cleveland.

932-9755

216

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per system;
parts and labor for repairs additional. Discount valid
during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30).
One discount per visit. Valid on standard A/C setups only; excludes attic systems. Expires 7/31/19

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Heights

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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Jim Henke, a prolific contributor to, and
volunteer with, the Heights Observer, died
on July 8 from complications related to
dementia, according to media reports.
He was 64.
Henke began writing for the Heights
Observer in 2013, following an illustrious
career that included covering music for
Rolling Stone magazine and 15 years as
a curator at the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame and Museum.
A Cleveland Heights resident,
Henke served as co-chair of the Heights
Observer media project for several years,
until 2017.
“For Jim, the Observer was a brief
postscript to an incredible career. We
felt fortunate to have him for the few
years he was with us. He would write
about anything and could find a story
in everything. It wasn’t until much
later that I learned he was dealing
with a progressive disease the entire
time. Our deepest sympathy goes out
to his family,” said Bob Rosenbaum,
who co-chaired the Heights Observer
Advisory Committee with Henke.
Deanna Bremer Fisher, Heights
Observer publisher, recalled, “I think
Brendan Ring was the one who intro-

courtesy atu2.com

Jessica Schantz

Jim Henke

duced him to me. Jim had come on one
of my neighborhood tours, which ended
up at Nighttown, and Brendan turned
to me and said, ‘You know who he is,
don’t you?’ I was thrilled that Jim was
interested in writing for the Observer,
given his background.”
“Jim’s contributions to the Heights
Observer were substantial,” said Kim
Sergio Inglis, the publication’s editor-

in-chief. “I knew of his work through
my own former career as a book
publicist who handled publications by
other Rolling Stone contributors. The
fact that a writer of Jim’s calibre and
reputation was willing to cover such
local topics with such enthusiasm
seemed remarkable. The fact that
he did it, unbeknownst to us, while
facing serious health issues makes his
dedication even more noteworthy.
There were months when he would
submit four or five stories, or more,
and he could turn them around in
less than a day. Given our reliance
on volunteer writers to provide all of
the Observer’s content, his work really
shaped our paper for a time.”
More information about Jim Henke’s life and work can be found at:
www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/
james-henke-rolling-stone-writer-and-rockand-roll-hall-of-fame-chief-curator-deadat-65-856396/ and www.cleveland.com/
entertainment/2019/07/rock-roll-hall-offame-former-executive-jim-henke-authorand-advocate-for-music-and-musicians-dies.
html.
Jessica Schantz is the e-news manager at the
Heights Observer and a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights.

Make Your Next Chapter an Adventure.
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Lower dam done;
Horseshoe unlucky

Fred D’Ambrosi

Heights Observer remembers Jim Henke

A lone snapping turtle slogs across the mud flats
of Lower Shaker Lake in early July, headed for
one of the remaining pools of water. The lake
was drained to restore its earthen dam. Nearby
Horseshoe Lake will remain empty for at least
the next year.

Fred D’Ambrosi

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
District (NEORSD) said work at
Lower Shaker Lake dam is complete
for now, but Horseshoe Lake will
remain drained at least through next
summer, while engineers try to solve
structural problems with its dam.
Both dams are categorized as
Class I by the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR) because
their failure would result in “probable loss of life.”
Contractors began draining
Lower Shaker Lake in June, leaving
4-foot-deep pools of water for fish
and turtles. When the lake started
to refill in early July, people reported
seeing dead fish.
Jeff Jowett, senior watershed
team leader for NEORSD, said a
fish survey taken before the project
showed an overwhelming majority
of the fish were carp and goldfish,
considered invasive species, but any
fish deaths were unintentional. He
said oxygen, water temperature, or
numerous other factors could have
caused the problem.
All issues concerning fish fall under the jurisdiction of the ODNR,
Jowett said, and moving an invasive
species out of the lake would have
been prohibited.
Witnesses around the lake also
expressed concern when a dead
snapping turtle was found on South
Park Boulevard, and they saw other
turtles apparently struggling to
move across the mud of the drained
lake.
Jowett said for a recent project
at Green Lake, NEORSD hired the
nonprofit Herps Alive to temporarily move turtles while work was being
done. Herps Alive determined there
was sufficient habitat for the turtles
at Lower Shaker Lake. Jowett said
it’s normal for turtles to cross roads
in the late spring and early summer
in search of mates or nesting areas.
(See a Shaker Lakes Nature Center
article on the topic here: https://
shakerlakes.org/turtlecrossing/.)
Aside from fish and turtles,
Continued from page 14
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CH and the strong-mayor dilemma
Sarah West

The room where it happens; The art
of the compromise; Hold your nose and
close your eyes; We want our leaders to
save the day; But we don’t get a say in
what they trade away; We dream of a
brand new start; But we dream in the
dark for the most part.
—“The Room Where It Happens,” by Lin-Manuel Miranda
On June 11, Cleveland.com
reported that Citizens For An
Elected Mayor (CEM), which seeks
to transform the governmental
structure in Cleveland Heights
to a strong-mayor model, met the
signature quota required to place
its initiative on the Nov. 5 ballot (“Citizens For Elected Mayor
exceeds petition goal for possible November ballot initiative in
Cleveland Heights”). This initiative
will counter the city’s proposal to
retain a city-manager model. If the
move to a strong mayor passes,
an entirely new organizational
structure for city government will
have to be created. It’s a resourceheavy undertaking that deserves
discerned deliberation.
At every CH Charter Review
Committee (CRC) meeting, a common refrain committee members
heard was that the role of the city
manager is “not accountable” to
the community. As a CRC member,
this made no sense to me. The city
manager is directly responsible to
an elected council for his/her job
performance—measurable by any
number of validated indices—and

can be removed by a majority of
that body (see City of Cleveland
Heights Code of Ordinances, Article IV-1, Appointment). Many
CRC members—myself included—deduced that if the citizenry
is unhappy with the performance
of the city, their existing remedy
is to demand a new city manager
from their elected council.
That straightforward solution
has been rejected by CEM. Tony
Cuda, CEM’s campaign manager,
has asserted that, “the mayor would
be there [in city hall] for residents all
day, every day.” Given the number of
meetings, events, visits, invitations
and other responsibilities any executive has, the idea that the Cleveland
Heights strong mayor would be
sitting “all day, every day” in an office ready to handle the minutiae of
residents’ concerns is unrealistic and
silly. Skillful administrators—mayors
OR city managers—resource and
delegate. Cuda’s mantra that a mayor
“would be there for residents” begs
two questions: Which residents? And,
more importantly, which mayor?
One reason CRC members
shied away from the introduction of a strong-mayor model
for Cleveland Heights was to
avoid the kind of long-term, systematic, immovable corruption
experienced by other cities whose
executive[s] wielded a kleptocratic
authority after being popularly
elected. Brook Park, Beachwood
and Middleburg Heights have all
experienced municipal disruption
after their mayors landed under

clouds of suspicion for poor transparency, allegations of harassment
and aggressive management, or,
in the case of Highland Heights,
accusations of embezzlement.
CRC members wanted to protect
the city from an ersatz executive
whose goals were political and not
community based.
Although it claims to be candidate-neutral, I posit that CEM
has already vetted possible mayoral
candidates. Some CEM members
are insiders with deep connections
to elected officials who, behind
closed doors, expressed their own
desires for Cleveland Heights to
move to strong mayor. Bob Brown,
president of the board of directors of FutureHeights, confirmed
at the Feb. 1, 2018 CRC meeting
that then-councilmember Cheryl
Stephens invited interested parties to her home to discuss such
an initiative.
Monty Python taught us that
“strange women lying in ponds
distributing swords is no basis for
a system of government.” Neither
is falling in line behind cults of
personality and bolstering political
quid pro quos. One political leader
alone will not save the city. Only
in community can we make change
that matters for everyone.
Sarah West holds a Ph.D. in urban
education policy from Cleveland State
University, and is a former member of
the Cleveland Heights Citizens Advisory Committee and the Cleveland
Heights Charter Review Commission.

CH development projects should await November vote
Michael Knoblauch

Cleveland Heights is a community
defined by its citizens’ engagement
and leadership. This is especially
true in times of transition and even
crisis. The citizens of Cleveland
Heights look to the future and will,
when needed, challenge conventional
wisdom by speaking truth to power
through words and action.
• I n the 1960s, members from Cleveland Heights’ churches and temples
organized and led efforts to stop
“block busting” real estate sales in
Cleveland Heights. The subsequent
work of the Heights Community
Congress beginning in 1972 became
a model for community stabilization
and restoration.
• Also in the 1960s, “the ladies in tennis shoes” from Cleveland Heights,
Shaker Heights and Cleveland led the
effort to stop the planned Clark, Lee
and Heights freeways, which would
have run through the heart of the
North Park Shaker Lakes area, and
the Cedar Lee, Coventry and Mayfield Lee neighborhoods. Cleveland
Heights, as we know it, would not
exist if these freeways had been built.
• Recently, the community came together to pass a $150 million bond
issue to rebuild its public school
buildings. The outstanding restoration of Heights High is evidence of

the success of this citizen-led effort.
• C urrently, the Citizens for an
Elected Mayor committee collected 3,181 valid signatures to put
a charter referendum on the ballot.
This initiative is another example
of citizen engagement and futurelooking leadership.
This is an historic and defining opportunity for the citizens of
Cleveland Heights to decide the city’s
form of government—city manager
and council or elected mayor and
council. The outcome will determine
the structure of the city’s executive
and governing administration, and
accountability. The voters will either
accept the status quo ante or vote
to change the government structure
to an elected mayor who is directly
accountable to voters. The future
of Cleveland Heights will be determined by this vote.
Given the importance of the
outcome of the charter initiative, the
city must stop and hold in abeyance
all development activities for the
Top of the Hill, Meadowbrook and
Lee, and Severance projects. This
vote determines the future governing
structure of the city, and ultimately
the future of the city. Each of these
projects is important to the future
and fabric of the city. Their design,
structure and financing must only
be decided after the voters have
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decided by ballot the governing and
accountability structure of the city
government, and not before by a city
council that may not be part of the
future of Cleveland Heights.
This is the opportunity for city
council to make its case to the voters—that the current city manager
structure is right for the future. Conversely, the elected mayor advocates
must make the case and demonstrate
to voters why a change to an elected
mayor will bring a more effective,
responsive and accountable governing structure to the city.
Using these development projects as bargaining chips or examples
of “effective” government does not
address the fundamental issue on
the November ballot: the future of
the city led by an elected, effective,
responsive and accountable city
government, for all residents. The
city must cease work on these projects immediately, allowing voters to
consider the initiatives unhampered
and undistracted by the noise around
these projects. Voters’ interests come
before [those of] developers. A good
government is one that trusts voters
to make the right decision.
Michael Knoblauch, a 40-plus-year
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former
board member of FutureHeights and sponsor of Citizens for Great Design.

Powerful model continued from page 2

councilman, Ken Johnson. The
Plain Dealer has written about how
Johnson neglects his constituents
and rips off the taxpayers (and has
for decades) with absolutely no
accountability from the mayor.
A s t r o n g - m a y o r s y s te m i n
Cleveland did not prevent the
negligent hiring of a terminated
police officer who went on to kill
Tamir Rice.
It did not prevent the mayor
(re-elected to another term fourmonths later) from rehiring Judge
Lance Mason, previously convicted
of felonious domestic violence, as a
city administrator. He went on to
brutally murder his wife.
Nor did a strong-mayor system
prevent East Cleveland from losing
population and jobs, and declaring
bankruptcy.
I know there are examples of
well-run cities under both systems
o f g o v e r n a n ce , b u t t h e s e a r e
cautionary tales very close to home.
Let’s assume, for argument, that
the issues raised by proponents of
change—an incompetent former
city manager, an ill-considered
proposal for water privatization—
have merit. These problems can be
addressed through existing checks
and balances.
Council can terminate a city
manager at any time. Election of
Cleveland Heights City Council
members occurs every two years,
allowing voters to replace underperforming representatives.
Under the proposed strongmayor model, the mayor is up for
election every four years, offering
less accountability, not more.
City council appointed a
Charter Review Commission to
study what form of governance was
in the best interests of the people
living in Cleveland Heights.
The commission spent
16 months on this process! Its
members looked at the research,
heard testimony, and considered
options and improvements to the
existing system.
By an overwhelming majority,
the non-partisan members of
the commission elected to keep
the current system in place, with
improvements including additional
ethical requirements for elected
officials and staff.
The advocates for a strong
mayor had their say. They just didn’t
get their way.
I urge Cleveland Heights voters
to do their homework and consider
whether a rebalancing of the checks
and balances in favor of a powerful
mayor is in the best interests of
their city.
What I fear for Cleveland
Heights is a culture of corruption,
which historicall y comes with
politicized one-party rule. Watch
out, citizens of Cleveland Heights.
Jessica Schreiber is a retired attorney,
and former FutureHeights board
member who also served on the board
of Home Repair Resource Center. She is a
former volunteer editor and contributor
to the Heights Observer.
www.heightsobserver.org

community News

Noble Neighbors keeps it going

Church invites
community to
free block party

Brenda H. May

Noble Neighbors is planning activities and events for the summer and
the rest of 2019.
Already underway is the inaugural season of the Noble Gardeners’
Market, which takes place on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon at Noble
and Roanoke roads, through Sept.
21. Backyard and community garden
growers sell their fruits, vegetables,
flowers and plants, and sellers and
buyers have been exchanging more
than greenery at the market. Gardeners are sharing growing tips, community gardens are finding new growers
for their plots, and new friendships
are sprouting among neighbors.
Sellers may sell freshly grown
produce and plants but may not sell
processed food or non-plant items.
Notably, sellers are not required to
live in Cleveland Heights. Buyers are
encouraged to bring small bills to
make purchases, because the sellers
are not outfitted for selling in the
way that professional market farmers
would be.
Meanwhile, Green Noble, a
group that is spearheading a variety of
projects to promote habitat development for insects, birds and humans, is
partnering with Ohio State University
entomology professor Mary Gardiner
to plant gardens that will attract
pollinators. Installations will include
container and in-ground gardens, as

Katrice Cain

Brenda H. May is one of the Noble Neighbor leaders. Check out the group’s story at
www.nobleneighbors.com.

Katrice D. Cain is a member of Central
Bible Baptist Church in Cleveland
Heights.

courtesy Brenda H. May

again complement Nela Park’s annual
holiday display. Residents, businesses
and institutions are all invited to
display lighting in their Noble Roadfacing windows. The lighting theme
is up to the window decorator. The
lights don’t need to be holiday oriented, although most cultures have
lighting traditions oriented to the
long dark nights of winter.
Visit www.nobleneighbors.com to
follow the initiatives and to sign
up for the e-mail list. Noble Neighbors meets monthly and rotates its
meeting locations throughout the
neighborhood; people living outside
the neighborhood are welcome to
attend.

Central Bible Baptist Church will
host its annual community block
party on Saturday, Aug. 10, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The free event is open
to the entire community, and will
take place at the church, located at
2285 Noble Road.
For more than 10 years, the
church has hosted the block party to
engage, educate and empower adults
and children of all ages. This year’s
event will feature words of empowerment, food, music, games, crafts,
special performances, a clothing
drive, face-painting, cooking demonstrations, free Christian books
and resources, and a puppet show.
There will also be free health
screenings and educational materials focused on important health
issues.
Free backpacks filled with
school supplies for children in
kindergarten through grade 12 will
be distributed on a first-come, firstserved basis.
For more information about
the block party, call the church at
216-291-4406.

Volunteer gardeners tend to the public perennial garden at Monticello and Belvoir boulevards.

well as plantings in public rights-ofway. Graduate students will study the
effectiveness of these installations on
insect populations.
As November draws nearer,
Noble Neighbors will host two
election-related forums. The first,
on Wednesday, Sept. 25, will focus on
Cleveland Heights City Council and
CH-UH Board of Education races. A
second forum on Wednesday, Oct. 2,
will address the city charter amendments that Cleveland Heights voters
will consider this year. Both forums
will be held at Noble Road Presbyterian Church, 2780 Noble Road,
at 7 p.m., and will focus on how the
candidacies and issues will affect the
Noble neighborhood.
“Light Up Noble,” a neighborhood effort to display lights during
the long nights of December, will
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Tommy Fello
owner of Tommy's
restaurant since 1972

Suzanne DeGaetano
manager & co-owner of
Macs Backs Books
on Coventry since 1982

www.heightsobserver.org

Community news

Courtesy heights Community congress

Save the date for Sept. 15 home and garden tour

This 1918 Tudor home, built on the former 10th green of the Euclid Golf Club, will be a stop on this
year’s Heights Heritage Home & Garden Tour.

Susan Roberts

The 42nd annual Heights Heritage
Home & Garden Tour, presented
by Heights Community Congress
(HCC), is pla n ned for Sunday,
Sept. 15, noon to 6 p.m. This year’s
selection of homes will focus on the
Coventry and Fairmount neighborhoods, and showcase several elegant
and historic Cleveland Heights
homes, built in the early 1900s,
that were designed and built by
the premier Cleveland architects
and builders of the era. A l l of
the homes have maintained their

original essence, often combining
an old-world feel with mid-century
furnishings and updated kitchens
and baths.
The traditional preview party
for tour sponsors, patrons a nd
special guests will be held Saturday evening, Sept. 14 , in St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church’s majestic
Tucker Hall. Party attendees will be
greeted with a champagne cocktail,
and have the opportunity to stroll
through the Nicholson B. White
art gallery, linger in the church’s
lovely stone patio, and partake of

some hearty appetizers. Lolly the
Trolley will then transport guests
on a sunset “sneak peak” of a select
group of homes on the tour. Afterward, partygoers will be treated to
a casual dinner, with food served
f rom va r ious ta sti n g stations,
capped off with delectable desserts
and unique chocolates. Music by an
ensemble of Heights High students,
and a few piano selections by one
of this year’s homeowner honorees,
will also be a feature of the preview
party. For more information about
the party, or to purchase a tour
sponsorship package, call the HCC
office at 216-321-6775, or visit www.
heightscongress.org.
Tickets for the Sunday tour are
on sale for $20 per person if purchased befor Labor Day. After Labor
Day, tickets will be $25. To purchase
tickets online, visit HCC’s website.
Tickets ca n a lso be purchased
in person at the following businesses: Appletree Books, Bremec’s
on the Heights, Dunn Hardware
(Lyndhurst), Heinen’s (South Green
Road), The Stone Oven, Tommy’s
restaurant, and Zagara’s Marketplace.
For information on group discounts call the HCC office or send
an e-mail to info@heightscongress.
org.

Relaxation Massage
Medical-Therapeutic
Energy Work

Enjoy a massage in the
comfort of your home
Introductory Rate
$50/houc

440-590-252)

1yn erg i1tma11othera py@)gm a ii .com

Susan Roberts is the 2019 home search
chair for the Heights Community Congress Tour Planning Committee.

CH Senior Center News
Amy Jenkins

Several years ago, fiber artist Martha
Young decided to share her talents
with the seniors at the Cleveland
Heights Senior Activity Center
(SAC), introducing them to the fine
art of quilting. She provided her expertise and all the materials needed
to begin a basic quilting project.
Most of the folks who participated
were new to quilting and all of them
completed the initial project—a
quilted table runner.
Since then, the group has continued to grow, friendships have
developed, and some fantastic artwork has emerged.
Projects by the quilters will
hang on the walls of the SAC for
the months of July and August. In
September, the quilting group will
begin meeting again on the first,
second and third Thursdays of the
month, at 1:30 p.m. Quilters of all
levels of experience are invited to
participate.
Bead weaving is another unique
and exquisite art form taught at the
SAC, on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. Instructor Myriam Ribenboim shares
her love of beading, teaching those
in her class how to create a beaded
rope and more. All that is required
is a magnifying glass/lens, and the
desire to learn.

Both of these classes are offered free of charge through the
enthusiasm and generosity of the
instructors, who volunteer their
time.
Check out the quilt show, quilting and beading classes, and other
activities at the SAC. Have some
fun and learn something new!
The Cleveland Heights SAC,
located in the CH Communit y
Center at 1 Monticello Blvd., offers
a variety of programming for those
60 and older. A complete schedule
of programs is published in the community center’s newsletter, available
online at www.chparks.com.
SAC membersh ip is $5 for
Cleveland Heights residents. To
sign up, bring a recent piece of mail
(such as a bill) and a photo ID.
University Heights residents
who would like to join SAC must
first register with Patrick GroganMyers, University Heights community development coordinator, at
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership is $10 for University Heights
seniors.

SCOTT HAIGH

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold! 2432 Kenilworth Rd, #4
Cleveland Heights

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland Heights Office on Aging and the
Senior Activity Center. She can be
reached at 216-691-7379 or ajenkins@
clvhts.com.
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OPinion

Politics and the proposed change in CH government
Alan Rapoport

Proponents of getting rid of the
manager-council system of government
in Cleveland Heights want a full-time
elected mayor who will appoint a fulltime professional city administrator.
They believe this will result in a
partnership between an administration
focused on efficiency and an elected
official focused on the big picture. But
they ignore how poorly this system
necessarily would work in practice
because of politics.
T he proponents wa nt one
supervising administrative official,
hired by a mayor, to organize daily
activities of government. At first, this
sounds like not much of a change from
the professionalism of the present
manager-council system. But a city
manager (CM) works for an entire
city council. No one council member
can fire a CM. The proposed new
system instead would substitute a city
administrator (CA) working only for
one person. This CA would be a mere

instrumentality of the mayor’s sole
exercise of power. A CM will have the
true formal education, training and
experience of a public administrator.
A CA, as a purely political hire, might
not have any of that. What is proposed
therefore would be very different from
what we have now. City government
would become more political and less
professional.
The manager-council system was
adopted as a reform measure. It was
designed to remove politics from local
government as much as possible. A CM
purposely is a non-political hire. A CM
is subject to the professional code of
ethics of the International City/County
Management Association (ICMA). By
comparison, a CA purposely would
be chosen to be politically responsive
to the mayor. A CA would not be
subject to the ICMA ethics code.
A CM works for seven politically
elected council members. But election
of council members at large, and not
by ward, encourages them to think
more about general social problems

and less about individual political
demands. Their insulation by a
CM from daily operations discourages
their political interference with city
employees. And, since firing a CM
requires a majority vote, checks and
balances exist that are missing when
a CA can be fired by the mayor
alone. Any actions of a CA would be
approved by the politically elected
mayor. For this reason, the proposed
new system would reinstate precisely
those political considerations in
governing that original reformers
wished to avoid. These reformers
instead wanted procedural assurances
that the operation of local government
would be honest, clean and largely free
of politics.
The present system actually
prevents bad government. It encourages
decisions made after an objective and
professional assessment of social needs.
In its place, the petitioners urge a
system that makes probable executive
decisions based on the whims and
subjective desires of only one person.

The potential for corruption and
abuse of power would increase. One
mayor is easier to influence improperly
than the majority of a city council.
A benevolent, caring and productive
person might become a strong mayor.
But so might an angry, abusive, and
incompetent person elected only
because of having a good political last
name. The petitioners can name some
good strong mayors in other cities. But
there also are many cities with great city
managers and many others with bad
strong mayors. Under our present form
of government, and despite occasional
controversy, Cleveland Heights has
been professionally managed and
scandal free. The present system has
resulted in good local government that
should not be taken for granted. It is
not time to take our chances with a
drastic change of it.
Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights, served on CH City
Council 1980–1987, and was CH mayor
1982–1987.

Strong-mayor systems risk conflict and cronyism
Jack Newman and Mike Gaynier

Why uproot Cleveland Heights’ longstanding collaborative, professional
government in favor of creating a oneperson, political power center to face
off with city council?
Proponents [of change] claim
we need “checks and balances”—
LAKE continued from page 10

the lake draining also uncovered a
Chevy, stolen in Cleveland in 2008.
Janet Popielski, NEORSD stormwater design manager, said the focus
remains on the project’s main purpose.
“The responsibility we have is to make
sure those dams are safe,” she said.
Lower Shaker Lake was built in
1826; Horseshoe in 1854. The ODNR
determined the work needed to be
done, and marked the trees in the
Lower Shaker dam to be uprooted,
because they were damaging its integrity. (Note: The earthen dam is what
appears to be the east bank of the lake
along the Brook Road parking lot. The
concrete structure by the pedestrian
bridge is the spillway.) Contractors

as if our seven separately elected
citizen council members need to be
“checked” or “balanced” by some other
elected person who wields veto power
and appoints (and removes) all city
administrative personnel, including
the very highest officials. As we see all
around us, it is often a prescription for
conflict, waste, and civic paralysis. A
also protected the bank of the dam
from water erosion with large rocks.
Horseshoe Dam has proven more
challenging. After the ODNR ordered
water levels lowered last year, problems
continued to show up, including new
sink holes and cracks in the dam’s concrete. Now the lake has been drained.
Popielski said [NEORSD] must come
up with a design that passes the “probable maximum flood test” 100 percent
of the time. The current plan only
passes at a 6 percent rate.
Fred D’Ambrosi has been an awardwinning journalist for 40 years, mostly as
a TV news director in Cleveland, D.C., San
Diego and Milwaukee. He’s enjoyed living
in Cleveland Heights since 2015.
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few nearby examples demonstrate the
point.
Take Willoughby Hills. For
nearly two years, the city’s council
and mayor were at loggerheads, as the
mayor attempted to remove six council
members and the council sought to
restrict the mayor’s powers and fire
more than a dozen employees. There
were many proceedings both in court
and before the state Employment
Relations Board, with lawyers hired by
all. A settlement was finally reached in
the face of yet another court hearing,
but only after extended nastiness.
Nothing was accomplished for the city
in the interim, except substantial legal
fees incurred by both contending sides,
with Willoughby Hills citizens footing
the bill.
Richmond Heights was victimized
by a simila r a rm-w restle. The
newly elected mayor, described, in
understatement, as having created a
“combative environment,” saw nearly
20 employees quit or get fired in just
the first eight months of her term.
Multiple lawsuits commenced based
on her actions, [as did] pitched battles
with council. Concerned about the
administrative tumult and associated
stagnation of important city business,
citizens saw the only solution to be a
campaign for recall that, after much
expense and acrimony (including,
bizarrely, an ultimately unsuccessful
counter-recall campaign against
several members of council), succeeded
in removing the mayor. The new
executive in charge? President of
council.
Then there is Middleburg Heights,
where the friction came not from
someone flexing newly acquired mayor
powers, but from a long-serving mayor.
In a local version of what we have seen
playing out on the national scene,
council undertook investigations
involving various mayoral activities,
in the process becoming locked
in a struggle over access to legal
14

documents and other information
from the administration, as the city
faced multiple legal actions from
various departed city personnel. The
debilitating confrontation ended only
after nearly a year of conflict, as part
of a deal in which the mayor exited
(to be replaced by—who else?—
president of council), council ceased its
investigations, and each side promised
to stop disparaging the other.
Cleveland Heights does not
need, and its citizens do not deserve,
a government system that injects
political interests, cronyism, personal
aggrandizement, and internal conflict
between competing power centers.
Some cities manage to make do,
but only by developing, over a long
period, unwritten civic traditions that
minimize the impact of its adverse
features. Cleveland Heights has never
been forced to develop those traditions,
and it is at best a major gamble whether
they would ever emerge here, even
over an extended period of attempted
nurturing. Rather, our traditions center
on collaborative government, with
political leadership distributed among
members of council as the people’s
representatives, and professionalism
in the full-time executive. We discard
those traditions at great peril.
An extensive 16-month, nonpartisan, citizen-led review of our
charter and best governance practices
resulted in a 10-2-1 (1 abstention)
decision against adding a strong mayor,
and an 11-2 vote to retain our current
council-manager structure, when the
Charter Review Commisson (CRC)
emphatically answered the question:
“What is in the best interest of the
residents of Cleveland Heights?”
Jack Newman and Mike Gaynier are cochairs of Cleveland Heights Citizens for
Good Government, a PAC formed to inform
voters about the benefits of the councilmanager form of government. Both served
on the CRC.
www.heightsobserver.org

Heights Schools

Courtesy Harlan Spector

Heights High students train as first responders

Area high school students, including two from Heights High, trained at the Tri-C Summer Public
Safety Academy. The program exposes students to careers as first responders.

the Tri-Heights Fire Tech program
started in 2016 and serves students
from Warrensville Heights, Maple
Heights, Bedford Heights, Cleveland
Heights and Shaker Heights. The
program provides students 60 credit
hours toward an associate’s degree,
emergency medical training and a
firefighter’s license, with certification.
Kÿler Harris, who will be a
Heights High senior, also participated in the program. You can see a
Spectrum News 1 story that includes
Sieman here: https://bit.ly/30OfZ8l.

Courtesy Harlan Spector

Harlan Spector is a Cleveland-area writer
and a communications consultant for Warrensville Heights City Schools.

Mike Sieman of Cleveland Heights High School runs a hazmat exercise at the Tri-C Summer Public
Safety Academy. He said the program inspired him to consider a career as a firefighter.

Harlan Spector

Two Cleveland Heights High School
students, along with a few dozen
students from other districts, learned
how to fight fires and respond to
emergencies at the Cuyahoga County
Community College Public Safety
Training Center during a two-week
program in June. Students learned
how to hose down a controlled car fire,
conduct a search and rescue operation
and respond to a hazmat incident.
During a hazmat exercise, Mike
Sieman, who will be a Heights High
sophomore in the fall, played the role
of scene commander. Wearing full
fire gear, he relayed information to
a dispatcher on a radio handset as a
hazmat team surrounded a car at the
far end of a parking lot. “We have a
hazmat team entering the hot zone,”
he told the dispatcher.
“The hands-on fire training is
interesting,” Sieman said. “We’re all
engaged. They are giving us different
real-life scenarios.”
Located on the Tri-C Western
Campus in Parma, the training
center was dedicated in 2016 to ad-

dress a critical need for public safety
training in Northeast Ohio. A Key
Bank Foundation grant of $1.4 million supports the center and includes
a campaign to recruit minority and
female candidates for first-responder
jobs. The grant also supports the
summer academy, which is tuitionfree.
“There is a need to get more women and minorities involved in public
safety and give them opportunities
to be in leadership roles,” said Terry
Muff, project manager for public
safety education at Tri-C. “This program gives them hands-on experience.
We gear them up 100 percent, so they
understand what it’s like.”
James Copeland, a director of
the Tri-C training center, said many
students in high school public safety
programs return to Tri-C and become first responders. “This is where
the career path starts,” he said. “It all
starts with the career programs in the
schools.”
Sieman said he is considering
the Tri-Heights Fire Tech program,
based at Warrensville Heights High
School. Open to juniors and seniors,
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Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

Residential
Commercial

216-319-0430

Cleveland
Institute of Art
2019 Faculty
Exhibition
Petra Soesemann, Foundation faculty. Mirage, 2019

Opening Reception
Thursday, August 29
6–8pm
Through October 6
A tradition that spans over eight decades, the Faculty Exhibition
is a celebration of art and its makers and an opportunity for
the public to view new, original, and innovative works from our
world-renowned art and design faculty.

cia.edu/exhibitions
IG: @reinbergergallery
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Apple Construction

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Board of Education
meeting highlights

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

JULY 2, 2019
Board President Jodi Sourini, and board
members Jim Posch, Dan Heintz, Beverly
Wright and Malia Lewis were present.
Treasurer Scott Gainer was also present.
Interim Superintendent Brian Williams was
on an educational trip to Egypt. The meeting began at 7:03 p.m. and adjourned at
9 p.m.
Public comments
Solar panels: Several community members
expressed their support for installing solar
panels on Heights High. One audience
member advised that the board must proceed with caution to ensure that the community receives the best possible outcome.

Get on the water with
The Foundry!
No experience is necessary for
your 6th-12th grade athleteour coaches teach everything.

Call us:
440.596.7069.

Visit us online:
clevelandfoundry.org

Solar panel update
When Heights High was renovated, it was
made “solar ready.” The board is studying the best way to proceed with installing
solar panels at the high school, and potentially other buildings in the system. After much discussion, it was proposed that
a working group of community members
with expertise in this area be formed, to
help the board determine the best means
of procuring a contract with a solar energy
provider.
Food service agreement
The board approved the resolution renewing a contract with AVI Foodsystems.
PTA council had sent a letter endorsing
continuing the contract. AVI has committed to making 75 percent of the food from
scratch, and using 50 percent from local
sources or suppliers.

@Foundry216

Voucher impact
The district is still losing money to state
vouchers. Treasurer Gainer did not have
an exact dollar amount, due to a difference in the data received from the state
and his records. Board Member Heintz
reported that, as a parent, he regularly
receives solicitations from private schools
trying to get his family to leave “the failing
school” where he feels his son is getting a
great education.

DĂĚĞŝŶKŚŝŽ͘


ĞƐŝŐŶĞĚďǇzŽƵ͘








School resource officers
The board discussed the role of school
resource officers (SRO). Board members
had concerns regarding whether SROs
understand that they work under different
expectations and limitations while working
in the schools than when working outside
the schools.




Cell phone policy
There was a discussion of the district’s cell

phone policy. The board directed the superintendent’s designee to draft a policy
specifying that use of a cell phone in a
classroom be at the discretion of each
teacher.
Canterbury trees
Seven silver maple trees at Canterbury Elementary School were found to be dead
or dying. Five of those trees have been
removed. Neighbors have expressed concerns that the trees were removed needlessly. Due to the concerns, the district
hired two additional arborists to assess
the health of the two remaining trees that
are scheduled for removal. Both arborists
determined that the trees are dying and a
potential danger. The district is aware of
the potential danger after a tree fell on the
swing set at Roxboro Elementary School
last year.
Public comment opportunities
Heintz expressed a desire to allow public comments at board work sessions and
special sessions. There are many districts
in the area that allow public comments
at these sessions. Other board members
raised concerns about potential conflict
with sunshine laws. Special sessions and
work sessions are designated for specific
purposes, and there is to be no discussion
of other issues at those meetings. Community members may not be aware of, or
concerned with, that constraint. After a
lengthy discussion, Board President Sourini said that she would discuss the issue
with the district’s counsel. The discussion
will continue at the board retreat.
LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.
[The League of Women Voters
needs additional observer volunteers. No LWV observer was available to
cover the June 24 joint BOE - Cleveland
Heights City Council meeting. The LWV
Heights Chapter continues to seek additional observers to assure full coverage
of public meetings. If you are interested in
helping the LWV cover city council (Cleveland Heights and University Heights) and
school board meetings, please contact
Maryann Barnes at mbarnes@lwvgreatercleveland.org.]

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org. See
disclaimer on page 9.
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Honesty, Value and
Communication
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Heights Libraries

Library launches new learning resources for kids
Isabelle Rew

On Aug. 19, Cleveland Heights-University Heights City School District
students will begin a new school
year. With this year’s summer reading program winding down, Heights
Libraries is gearing up its programs
and services to support children and
families with what can be a challenging back-to-school transition.
The first few weeks of school can
be difficult for kids as they adjust to
new classmates, teachers and expectations in the classroom.
“One challenge that schools face
is seeing children return from summer
break with weaker academic skills,”
said Sam Lapides, Heights Libraries
youth services manager. This widely
documented phenomenon is called
“summer learning loss” or “summer
slide.”
“That’s where the library steps in.
Once the school year starts the library
is here for everyone,” Lapides said. “At
Heights Libraries, we offer staff- and
volunteer-run drop-in homework help
programs on Tuesdays and Thursdays
after school, in addition to a wide
variety of activities during the week
to promote and encourage a love of
reading. Another popular program we
began last year was ‘Paws and Read,’
which allows children to read to a
trained therapy dog named Emma.”

While these in-house programs
are limited to library hours, library users can take advantage of learning resources outside of library branches by
checking out materials. These days, a
library card provides users with much
more than access to printed books and
magazines; it opens doors to e-media
services, premier databases, and innovative learning technologies, too.
“We are constantly evaluating
our services to meet the changing needs of the community,” said
Lapides. “That’s why we’ve started
offering Launchpads.” Launchpads
are durable and secure tablets that
come with pre-loaded interactive
apps and other learning materials
for children on subjects including
science, writing and reading comprehension.
“We added the Launchpads to
our collections in June to give customers access to learning tools they may
not have at home. Because no Internet
connection is needed, the tablets can
be used anywhere,” said Charlotte
Blasier, youth services librarian.
“They are a great mix of education
and fun! They are also virtually indestructible, with a rubber bumper
cover and durable tempered glass.”
The Launchpads come with
locked cases and chargers. They
are currently available for one week
checkout from the Lee Road branch,

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.
Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious

cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours
Visit our website for details
(216) 534-6172

Helping display and
preserve your
art and memories
since 1973
Treatments for everything from
everyday to extraordinary
Beautiful art for sale
Displays and shadowboxes

State budget
On June 11, the Ohio Senate introduced its
version of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020–21 state
budget bill, which included an increase in the
Public Library Fund (PLF) from the current level
of 1.68 percent to 1.7 percent of the state’s
General Revenue Fund (GRF). The substitute
bill includes more than 2,000 amendments (including the PLF amendments), and additional
tax reform changes. The bill itself is 2,927
pages long, and the comparison document
from the Legislative Services Commission is
more than 600 pages. Senate leadership utilized the Office of Budget and Management
(OBM)’s revenue estimates in creating its budget, and is expecting overall increases in state
revenues. Based on the estimates, setting the
PLF at 1.7 percent will generate the following
in each year of the biennium:
• FY 20: $422.3 million
• FY 21: $430.0 million
Library Director Nancy Levine presented
this report.

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

Solutions for large and
hard-to-frame items

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

Get $20 off on framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

BORN IN THE HEIGHTS

216-397-7671

LWV Observer: Khaliah Fisher-Grace.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org. See
disclaimer on page 9.
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SELLS ALLTHE HEIGHTS
It was a “Roaring Good Time” in

Cleveland Heights at the
FUTURE HEIGHTS benefit .

Congratulations” to the 2019 honorees ~
Tommy Fello of Tommy’s restaurant and
Suzanne DeGaetano of Mac’s Backs Books.
THE

SUSAN DELANEY G R O U P

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®
216~577~8700

Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com
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KNOWS ALTHE
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LIVES IN THE HEIGHTS

Financial report
The libraries’ fiscal officer reviewed the financial statement. Total cash balance across the
operating, Bauer Fund, and investment accounts at the end of May was $15,744,720.11.
The board accepted the financial report.

T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

South African Experiences

JUNE 17, 2019

Free speech and inclusion
The board of trustees presented and accepted Resolution 24-2019: “Affirmation of Free
Speech and Inclusion.” The resolution included
statements about the public libraries’ commitment to diversity, including statements that the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public
Library reaffirms its commitment to challenging
censorship in the fulfillment of its responsibility
to provide information and enlightenment. It
further stated that, as an institution that values
not merely freedom of speech but a commitment to the truth, the library strongly disapproves of the misrepresentations and spread of
misinformation by Ohio House Speaker Larry
Householder, and condemns those who would
threaten any public library, physically, financially, or otherwise, because of a personal disagreement with programming decisions. The
resolution concludes“. . . that the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library, in our
commitment to reflect the diversity of origins,
age, background, and views of our community,
stand [sic] firmly in solidarity with our LGBTQ
neighbors; . . . [and] remains committed to creating a more equitable, diverse, and inclusive
society, recognizing and acknowledging that
we cannot achieve this through passive tolerance, but by actively combating marginalization and underrepresentation within the communities we serve.”
Members of the community testified in
support of the resolution. Dara Adkison,
president of Cleveland Stonewall Democrats,
expressed appreciation for the resolution and
said libraries should always be welcoming
to all. Jane Daroff, a member of Parents and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), and
Karen Schneiderman, a Cleveland Heights

Quality Painting.

Isabelle Rew is the community engagement associate for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library System.

meeting highlights
resident, both spoke in support of the resolution. Schneiderman said the comments made
by Rep. Householder are not reflective of the
Cleveland Heights community and it pained
her to learn of them.

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

southafricanexperiences.com
safricanexperiences@gmail.com

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Public Library Board

Present were Board President Chris Mentrek,
Vice President James Roosa, Secretary Dana
Fluellen, and board members Suzanne Moskowitz, Anne Iwamoto and Max Gerboc. Vikas Turakhia was absent.

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

and cannot be placed on hold or renewed.
“September is National Library
Card Sign-up Month, but we believe
it’s never too early to start taking
advantage of what the library has to
offer,” Lapides said. “Literacy takes
many forms. We’re here to meet children and families where they are and
help them get to where they want to
be.”
To learn more about Heights
Libraries learning resources and programs, visit www.heightslibrary.org.
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Library staffers are matchmakers
Sheryl Banks

Is there anything more satisfying
than finding a book, movie, or piece
of music that speaks to the soul?
One you find yourself begging your
friends and family to read, watch
or listen to? The Heights Libraries Matchmakers love that feeling,
too, and they want to help library
customers experience it as often as
possible.
Matchmakers is a group of library staffers whose mission is to help
customers find materials that reflect
their interests, passions and needs,
that they just can’t seem to locate on
their own.

One step away from an amazing smile
FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE DENTISTRY
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

FREE SNORING & SLEEP SCREENINGS
• Home Sleep Testing
• Oral Sleep Appliances
General, Restorative and Aesthetic Dentistry
• Clear Correct Braces
• Digital Dental Technologies
40+
Google reviews
• Tailored to Busy Families
• Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

216.321.2545

“A Matchmaker will never judge
you on what you like to read,” said
Matchmaker Andrea Lynn. “Our role
is to talk to you about what you find
appealing in a book, audiobook or
DVD. The Matchmakers are happy
to take the time to have a conversation with you about what you like to
read, watch or listen to. Our goal is
for you to walk away with not just
one, but several books you can’t wait
to get home and start reading.”
Similar to other matching services, such as OkCupid and Match.
com for dating, or the Pandora
streaming music service, Heights Libraries Matchmakers can build a list
of suggestions based on customers’
current likes, dislikes and interests.
And while customers can certainly
avail themselves of online sources,
such as Goodreads for books and
Rotten Tomatoes for movies, the
Matchmakers offer them something
online sources can’t: a one-on-one
relationship with a human who cares
about their experience.
“We read the awful books and
watch the bad movies so you don’t
have to,” said Jenny Greene, Matchmaker and librarian, with a laugh.
“Everyone’s time is valuable, and
there’s nothing worse than wishing
you could have the time back that
you spent on a movie or book that
you didn’t enjoy.”
Customer s ca n e - m a i l t he
Matchmakers at matchmakers@

heightslibrary.org with a list of likes
and dislikes, and receive a personalized list of suggestions. Or they can
stop in and talk to a staff person, who
can find a Matchmaker for them to
talk to, who can customize suggestions to their specific tastes.
“The first question a Matchmaker will probably ask is about a
book that you read recently that you
really liked,” said Lynn. “That’s the
starting point for a fun and engaging talk about books. We have all
kinds of readers on the Matchmakers team. Whether you like dark
suspense, science fiction and fantasy,
romance, or literary fiction, we can
point you toward some books we
think you’ll enjoy. Everyone on the
Matchmakers team loves to match
up books and readers.”
Matchmakers also provide recommendations though their blogs,
which can be found at www.heightslibrary.org/recommend. The blogs are
searchable by reader age, genre and
topic, with categories including “Beginning readers,” “Historical fiction,”
“Sci-Fi” and “Self-Help,” just to name
a few.
“We’re the best-kept secret in
the system,” said Greene, “but we’re
hoping that will change as word gets
out about us.”
Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library System.

What’s going on at your library?

S U N DAY 9.15 .19
SH A K E R L A K E S

5K • 10K • GUIDED HIKES • FAMILY FUN
BEER GARDEN • FOOD TRUCKS • ARCHERY • KIDS YOGA

CRAFTS • FACE PAINTING • DJ DANCE PARTY
LIVE MUSIC by LOST BOB AND THE OZONE RAMBLERS (11AM)
5K & 10K RACES
Chip-timed courses through the picturesque Shaker Parklands
NEW 1-MILE FUN RUN

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Tuesday, Aug. 13, 4:30 p.m.
Garden Pizza Party. The party
will start off with a tour of the
library’s garden, identifying herbs
and vegetables that we can eat.
We’ll make pizza sauce and pesto,
then add cheese and some vegetables (hopefully some from the
garden!)

Thursday, Aug. 15, 7 p.m.
Google Drive Part 1. Google Drive is
a powerful tool for companies, students, and everyone else. Learn how
to access your files from anywhere,
and find out how Google Docs can
act as a free alternative to Microsoft
Word. A Gmail account and experience with Internet basics is recommended for class participants.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

5-MILE HIKE (WITH OPTIONAL 4-MILE ADD-ON)
Shaker Lakes Dam Restoration Hike with NEORSD
7-MILE HIKE
Doan Brook Gorge Hike (strenuous)

Wednesday, Aug. 28, 7 p.m.
The Wild World of DNA Testing.
Learn about the differences and
similarities between some of the
more popular DNA tests, such
as those offered by 23andMe and
Ancestry.com, and find out how
you can use this information to
h e l p t r a c k y o u r a n c e s t r y.
Mandatory registration opens on
Aug. 14.

1-MILE HIKE
Pet-friendly, family hike along Nature Center trails
FUN!

ADULT AND FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
FOLLOWING THE RACES (UNTIL 1PM)

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Thursday, Aug. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Storytime Yoga. Children ages 5 to
10 can stretch their imaginations
and muscles with Storytime Yoga.
The library is partnering with Yoga
Roots to teach kid-friendly yoga
based on favorite books. Participants should wear clothes that allow
freedom of movement, and bring
yoga mats or beach towels.

216.321.5935
2600 South Park Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44120

Register at S H A K E R L A K E S .O R G / H R F
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Heights Business

Libba Jackson-D’Ambrosi

Linda McFadden, who loves dogs
and Ohio, has brought her advanced
g ro om i n g sk i l l s to C le vel a nd
Heights, where she opened Lee
Road Dog Grooming, at 2246 Lee
Road, in September 2018.
Born in Glasgow, McFadden
g re w up a mon g show dog s i n
Jersey, Channel Islands, where
her mother was a dog show judge.
McFadden came to the U.S. to show
dogs. First stop, Medina. Then
she had a dog grooming shop in
California’s Bay Area for more than
20 years. But she missed Ohio, and
saw oppor t u n it y i n Clevel a nd
Heights.
McFadden knows best practices
for each breed. “I’ve seen the best
examples of different breeds, and
try to give a pet version [of the
style], maybe a bit modified so
it’s easier to look after,” she said.
She does all the grooming herself,
ser ving only about four dogs a
day, and prides herself in creating
a relaxing experience. “I love it
when people say ‘he doesn’t mind
c o m i n g i n h e r e a t a l l ,’ ” s h e
commented.
She has a new bathing tub and
uses Artero, a gentle and hydrating
grooming product line from Spain.
According to McFadden, a trip
to the groomer “is not a big deal”
if dogs are exposed when they’re
young. “Sometimes people say, ‘He
doesn’t like it, that’s why I don’t
bring him in all the time.’ I say
it’s the opposite. If you bring him
in often, he’s used to it, it’s no big
deal, it’s a day at the spa. I love
working with puppies, and try to
give them a lot of attention. It’s
good to have them come in again
sooner than later to reinforce that
good experience, so that they’ll
remember for the rest of their
lives,” said McFadden.
“People tend to wash their dogs
at home and then they get tangled
and matted. It’s best to have a
routine, just like men schedule
their barber,” McFadden explained.
“Generally the longer the hair the
more often they should come. If
a dog gets shaved down they look
horrible, and if owners leave it until

it’s long again, the coat gets tangled,
and you have to shave it down again.
“If people ca n br i n g t hem
in once a month they can have
practically any haircut. If you want
to leave it two months you might
want it cut a little shorter. Poodles
and labradoodles are quite high
maintenance. If you want to wait
three months that’s fine, too, but
they need to be cut quite short to
avoid matting.”
For those who want to bathe
dogs at home, McFadden advises,
“Be sure to br ush them before
the bath as well as after to avoid
matting.”
Noting that show dogs love to be
groomed, McFadden commented,
“ T hey ma ke good house dogs,
too. People love getting puppies.
I tell them, ‘Puppies are great, but
you might also want to consider
a retired show dog. The breeders
can’t keep them all, and are very
happy to have them go to have a
nice life with somebody.’ They’re
very well trained.”
Dropping off a dog for
grooming can be like the first day
at preschool, but McFadden said
pet parents should be “matter-offact, taking a quick and calm exit.
All will be well.”
She specializes in smaller dogs,
and is usually booked a week in
advance. To make an appointment,
call 216-675-4455 (leave a message if
she can’t answer).
If you drop in, you might meet
YaYa a nd Stor my, McFadden’s
toy poodles. YaYa was the 2018
Westminster Kennel Club “Best
of Opposite Sex” winner (meaning
she was named the best dog in her
breed that was the opposite sex of
the Best of Breed winner).
Clients can park in front of the
shop, or take a stroll on Lee Road.
“I love that lots of people can
walk here,” McFadden said. That
way the dogs can strut their stuff
on the way home.

Lee Road Dog Grooming owner Linda McFadden with her dogs Yaya (black) and Stormy (white).

Deciding to
go to college
can be hard.

Libba Jackson-D’Ambrosi earned a
bachelor of journalism from University
of Missouri. Her communications
career in radio, television, education,
philanthropy, water and wonder runs
through seven states.

Enrolling shouldn’t be.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance

Get hands-on help registering for fall semester
with Jump Start express enrollment!

For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

tri-c.edu/jumpstartmetro

Dedicated to your unique needs

216-987-4141

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Libba Jackson-D’Ambrosi

Lee Road Dog Grooming provides style and care

Tri-C Metropolitan Campus
2900 Community College Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio | 44115

Call Jared Lavender

www.KellerNational.com
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Heights Business

CH’s Frank creates meaningful marketing campaigns

Roger Frank

BuzzAngle for Rolling Stone magazine.
Little Jacket’s most visible local
project was the CH-UH City School
District’s “Public is for all” campaign,
which included fence banners that
surrounded Heights High during its
renovation. Frank said the inspiration
for that campaign came from interviews in which community members
were asked what the word “public”
meant to them. Over four days, the
team met with a few dozen students
and faculty, interviewing each for a
half hour, recording video segments,
and taking the iconic black-and-gold
portraits that adorned the corner
of Cedar and Lee roads for several
seasons.

courtesy Little Jacket

Cleveland Heights resident Roger
Frank is managing partner of Little
Jacket, a branding and visual design
firm that has created visual legacies
for national, regional and Heightsbased institutions.
Originally a Westsider, Frank
and his wife, Heidi, considered moving to Cleveland Heights or Shaker
Heights, “but kept being pulled to
Cleveland Heights,” which they’ve
called home since 2001.
“One of the things I love about
the Heights is feeling like we live on
an island,” said Frank. “You can park
your car for the weekend and walk
everywhere.”
Venturing down the hill for
work, Frank enjoys Little Jacket’s
studio space in Little Italy, a site of
creativity and camaraderie that contains time capsules such as antique
file boxes and marketing artifacts
from past and current campaigns.
While Little Jacket’s clients vary,
the firm’s niche is nonprofit, education, and community-development
institutions. Current clients include
the American Library Association,
Overdrive/Libby, Cuyahoga Public
Library, University Hospitals, and

Courtesy roger Frank

Shari Nacson

The “Public is for all” banner wrapped the fence throughout Heights High’s renovation process.

Little Jacket’s work is “truly
meaningful and deep,” said colleague
and client AnneMarie Grassi, executive director of Open Doors Academy
(ODA), a nonprofit that provides
mentorship for more than 500 area
youths plus their families, with a suc-

Heights Libraries
Is Here for You,
Wherever You Are
“The amenities and the resources of the library are
what keep me coming back. It’s really an incredible
place. I love that teens have their own space to
congregate, and I feel like the library is a welcoming
and safe space for all members of the community.
The librarians and staff here are all super helpful; they
always assist me in finding whatever books, movies,
and other materials I need. I can’t imagine a place
more welcoming than Heights Libraries.”
—Charlene Adams

“I teach at Case, and having access
to books I need for work and for
my kids too is pretty amazing. My
kids devour books – they read
constantly. The play area is fantastic
as well; as a parent, I appreciate
how Heights Libraries’ integrates
early literacy and learning in their
play area. We also attend some
of the library’s programs, and
appreciate the way the library
creates a sense of community.”
—Fey Parrill (and daughter Rilla)

Visit us in person,
online, or in the
community.
www.heightslibrary.org
(216) 932-3600
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cess rate of 100-percent completion
of secondary education.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
whose congregation literally opened
its doors to community youths during after-school hours, founded ODA
in 2002. Frank joined ODA’s board
in 2009 as chair of the marketing
committee, was board president for
four years, and has been an at-large
board member since 2015
“You can see the emotion on his
face” said Grassi, “He really believes
in these kids. It’s true of all the organizations he works with. His work
is his passion—and his passion is his
work. He takes on projects that he really cares about and is invested in. He
truly believes in the work he’s doing.”
Little Jacket’s campaign for the
CH-UH school district recently shifted into its next phase, “Excellence is
for all.” According to Scott Wortman,
supervisor of communications for
the district, phase two photos have
transitioned from portraiture to a
candid, photojournalistic style that
shows community members in action.
“[Frank] brings a very special
and unique connection between the
district and Little Jacket because he
is a district parent,” said Wortman.
With a rise in enrollment for the
first time in eight years, there is optimism that the branding campaign
has made a difference.
Another current Little Jacket
project is marketing the College Club
of Cleveland residences. Matthew
Wymer, of WXZ Development, said,
“It is the best experience we have ever
had at a creative/design/marketing
firm. They make the process fun.”
Little Jacket delivered on the
developer’s wish to preserve what
is historic, while offering appealing
modern options, producing collateral
that has a tactile, vintage feel, and
relates to Frank’s favorite feature of
Heights living—its walkability.
Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a freelance
editor, social worker, and nonprofit consultant who makes her home in Cleveland
Heights. More than anything, Nacson is
inspired by kids and adults who build connection through kindness.
www.heightsobserver.org

Heights arts

Music Hop bands to be announced Aug. 16
The public is invited to attend a band
lineup announcement event for the
seventh annual Heights Music Hop
7–9 p.m. on Aug. 16 at the BottleHouse
Brewery and Meadery, 2050 Lee Road.
At the event, organizers will announce
the acts for this year’s free live-music
festival.
The three-day weekend of more
than 60 musical performances will
take place Sept. 12–14 in more than 28
venues across three business districts
in Cleveland Heights. The event offers a variety of musical genres, such
as classical, rock, rap, country, reggae,
bluegrass and American roots.
Heights Music Hop began in 2013.
Jeff Coryell, a former FutureHeights
board member, believed that Cleveland
Heights had the artists, musicians, resources, and public interest to warrant
organizing a large-scale music festival.
Other individuals, business owners, and
partner organizations quickly joined
the mix–including fellow board member Greg Bonanno. Although he has
been stationed more than 7,000 miles
away for the last several years, Bonanno
is still an ardent supporter.
“A shared vision existed,” said
Bonanno, “what it was to become and
how we were going to arrive at that
point took the better part of the next
eight months. The plan worked–we
delivered an event that proved the
Heights had an appetite for a largescale music festival.”
Bonanno came to Cleveland
Heights in 2007 to study music.
He later took a job that involved
programming daily performing arts
events. “Music and the arts are extremely important to me,” he said. “I
believe the arts are as necessary as the
air we breathe and the food we eat.
It is imperative we enrich ourselves
with the diverse flavors of art–and it
is equally important that we grow and
cultivate the future food by supporting local artists.”
Bonanno said he spent countless hours working on the Hop and
enjoyed every minute of it. “I worked
with people who shared a passion for

Courtesy future heights

Ann Kaslow

Greg Bonanno (left) with former FutureHeights board members Patty Carlisle and Clare Taft.

building a conspicuous event meant
to draw attention to the community
and bring members of the community
together,” he said, adding, “the people
are what made my time living in the
Heights so memorable. They zealously
advocated, by words and actions, that
the Heights was a place where everyone had the opportunity to own a role
in improving the community as a place
to live, work and play.”
Bonanno led the Heights Music
Hop Committee from 2014 until May
2015 when he took a job overseas.
“After delivering a successful proof of
concept, we did it again. In the second
year we expanded the event to include
more venues, a larger roster of artists,
and tested the idea of multiple days in
different business districts.”
He emphasized that the festival
would not have been able to develop,
grow, and sustain itself without the
support of many contributors, including city officials and police, local
merchants, musicians, volunteers,
sponsors, committee members,
partner organizations, the special improvement districts, and community
members eager to participate in the
festival.
“One major contributor to the
early success of the Hop was Jim
Henke,” said Bonanno. “From writing
stories about the festival, to helping
book the artists, to fundraising, and
always injecting committee meetings
with his sense of humor. I just learned
of his passing and want to remember

August season finale concerts to rock UH
Mike Cook

Courtesy UH city hall

Cleveland’s
Brea kfast
Club a nd
Yiddishe
Cup will
conclude
the University Heights
Summer
Concert
Series this
Cleveland’s Breakfast Club
month at
Walter Stinson Community Park.
A n ’80s-music cover ba nd,
Cleveland’s Breakfast Club will play
Aug. 8. Yiddishe Cup (aka Funk A
Deli) will bring its klezmer/funk/
rock show to The Walt on Aug. 15.
Both shows start at 7 p.m.
C le vel a nd Hot L i st voted
Cleveland’s Breakfast Club “Best

Local Band.” The group has opened
for acts that include Coolio, Nelly,
Bret Michaels, and Lita Ford.
Formed in 1988, Yiddishe Cup
is one of the top 10 klezmer bands
in America, according to Shalom
America Worldwide. The band has
played throughout the United States
at festivals, colleges, and hundreds
of Jewish celebrations.
Cleveland’s Breakfast Club will
play University Heights for the
first time, while Yiddishe Cup is
a returning favorite. For a preview
of the bands in performance, go
to www.youtube.com/watch?v =_
OEZ1qxNNtk a nd www.youtube.
com/watch?v=J6Nd6wWDIes.
Mike Cook is the communications
and civic engagement coordinator for
University Heights.
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how he helped grow and shape this
event to what it is today. May he rest in
peace rocking-out to the Music Hop
of the heavens.”
This year’s Hop kicks off on
Thursday, Sept. 12, in Coventry Village; continues on Friday, Sept. 13, in
Cedar Fairmount; and culminates on
Saturday, Sept. 14, in Cedar Lee.
Coventry Village will host bands
6–9 p.m. on Sept. 12 at the following
venues: Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus,
Mac’s Backs Books, the Coventry Village Branch of Heights Libraries and
the Macaron Café Cleveland.
Cedar Fairmount will host bands
6–10 p.m. on Sept. 13 at the following
venues: Appletree Books, Luna Bakery
Café, The Fairmount, Nighttown,
Pavilion Home & Floral, Parnell’s Pub,
Still Point Gallery and Green Tara
Yoga.
Cedar Lee will host bands 6–11

p.m. on Sept. 14 at the following
venues: CLE Urban Winery, Dewey’s
Pizza, Lopez, New Heights Grill,
Heights Arts, Rudy’s Pub, The Rib
Cage Smokehouse & Bar, Phoenix
Coffee, Best Gyros, The Social Room,
Stone Oven, The Wine Spot, Marotta’s, Mitchells Fine Chocolates, The
Tavern Company, Boss Dog Brewing
Company, and Kensington Pub.
Heights Music Hop is presented
by FutureHeights, in partnership with
the city of Cleveland Heights. It is
supported in part by the residents of
Cuyahoga County through a Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture grant. The event is also
made possible in part by state tax dollars allocated by the Ohio Legislature
to the Ohio Arts Council (OAC). The
OAC is a state agency that funds and
supports quality arts experiences to
strengthen Ohio communities culturally, educationally and economically.
Additional sponsors include:
Dominion Energy; Coventry Village,
Cedar Fairmount, and Cedar Lee
special improvement districts; Keller
National; Greg Bonanno; Small Organization Solutions; and the Heights
Observer.
Heights Music Hop is free and
open to the public. For more information, visit the Heights Music Hop
website, www.heightsmusichop.com, its
Facebook page, @heightsmusichop on
Instagram, and @HeightsMusicHop
on Twitter.
Ann Koslow is the FutureHeights Heights
Music Hop coordinator.

August 1-10, 2019

Details at www.Bremec.com

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ www.bremec.com ▪ 216-932-0039

Open

Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm
Sunday 10am-5pm
www.heightsobserver.org
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Heights Arts kicks off August with diverse lineup
As the summer winds down, cool
events are happening at Heights
Arts.
August kicks off with Show Off,
an exhibition curated by Heights
Arts’ Heights High interns Ava
Collyer and Mia Miller, featuring
art by Heights High students. Show
Off ’s opening reception is Friday,
Aug. 2, 6–9 p.m., and the show runs
through Aug. 25.
On Saturday, Aug. 3, at 7 p.m.,
Heights Arts hosts a fight to the
death in 17 syllables—the annual
Haiku Death Match. It’s bigger
than ever this year, moving to the
larger stage of Cain Park’s Alma
Theater. Eight poets, including
2018 defending champion Cordelia
Eddy, will go head-to-head, vying to
win the title of Haiku Death Match
Master.
Aud ience members vote to
determine the winner. Tickets are
$25 ($17 for Heights Arts members) in
advance, and $28 ($20 for members)
at the door. Member tickets can be

courtesy Heights arts

Lauren Freeman

Heights Arts’ Haiku death match will take the Alma Theater stage on Aug. 3.

purchased at Heights Arts, or online
at www.heightsarts.org. Genera l
tickets can be purchased online at
www.cainpark.com, in person at the
Cain Park box office, or at the door
the night of the match. This event
is co-presented by Heights Arts and
Cain Park.
In Heig hts A r ts’ Spotl ig ht
G a l l er y, a s ho w of w ork s b y
printmaker Jennifer Leach, on the
theme of female identification, will
be on view through Aug. 11.
August at Heights Arts wraps
up with the Friday, Aug. 30, opening

MJM Window Restoration

Preserve the historic look of your home.
. sticky windows . cracked glass
. broken ropes . weather stripping

(216) 321-7729 • mjmwindowrestoration.com

CONGRATULATIONS

Heights High
Class of 2019
The Class of 2019 will be attending the following
colleges, universities, and more:

Albany State University
Alderson Broaddus
University
Allegheny College
Alma College
Berea College
Berklee College of Music
Bowling Green State
University
Case Western Reserve
University
Central State University
Clark Atlanta University
Cleveland Institute of Art
Cleveland State University
College for Creative
Studies
Columbus College of Art
& Design
Coppin State University
Cornell University
Cuyahoga Community
College
Denison University
Photos by Jada Tucker ‘22 and Kaliyah Wilson ‘21.

DePaul University
Drexel University
Emory University
Entering workforce
Erie Community College
Fisk University
Fond du Lac Community
College
Hampton University
Hiram College
Howard University
John Carroll University
Kent State University
Lakeland Community
College
Loyola University Chicago
Marquette University
Miami University
Morehouse College
Morgan State University
Mount Aloysius College
Notre Dame College
Ohio University
Ohr Naava
Otterbein University

Remington College
School of the Art Institute
of Chicago
Shaw University
Syracuse University
Temple University
Tennessee State University
The Ohio State University
Thiel College
Tiffin University
Tuskegee University
United States Marines
United States Navy
University of Akron
University of Cincinnati
University of Findlay
University of Houston
University of Louisville
University of Mount Union
University of Pittsburgh
University of Toledo
Ursuline College
Walsh University
Washington and Jefferson
College

of Untouched: The Digital Paradox.
Matthew Hollern, professor and
cha ir of jewel r y a nd meta ls at
the Cleveland Institute of Art,

is guest curator for the show, a
group exhibition that explores the
evolving role of technology in the
creation of art. Artists in the show
include George Kozman, Barr y
U n d e r w o o d , / / B e n i t e z _Vo g l
(Margarita Benitez and Markus
Vogl), Janice Lessman-Moss, Marcus
Brathwaite, Tony Ingrisano, Yasniel
Valdes, and Matthew Hollern. The
Aug. 30 opening reception is 6–9
p.m.
For m or e i n f or m a t ion on
Heights Arts programs and events,
visit www.heightsarts.org.
Lauren Freeman is a marketing intern
at Heights Arts.

Burning River Baroque
opens its eighth season
Paula Maust

Thoughtfully crafted programs inspired by the current social climate
are once again at the heart of Burning
River Baroque’s upcoming season,
which will shed light on unconventional 17th-century women and
issues surrounding mental health.
The group, known for both socially
motivated programming and dynamic interpretations, will open its
eighth season with a performance of
A Mad, Burning Desire on Aug. 22 in
Cleveland Heights.
The program highlights the extraordinary accomplishments of the
first English actresses who gained the
legal right to take the public stage
in the early 1660s. Many of them
capitalized on early modern society’s
fascination with mental illness and
catapulted themselves to fame by
portraying characters who descended
violently into lovesick madness on
the Restoration stage. English philosophers and medical experts alike
began to think of psychological maladies as medical conditions requiring
treatment by doctors rather than as
spiritual deficiencies to be handled
by religious authorities over the
course of the 17th century.
At the visual epicenter of London’s cultural fascination with madness was Bedlam, a facility that was
transformed from a dilapidated
hospital into a sprawling mental
institution in 1676. Wealthy visitors
regularly came to Bedlam to pay to be
entertained by those society deemed
insane. This cultural phenomenon of
making a spectacle of the mentally
ill converged with spectacular mad
scenes that were brought to life by
the first English actresses in the

Restoration theater. A Mad, Burning Desire features the mad songs by
Henry Purcell, John Eccles, Godfrey
Finger and John Blow that captivated
London’s theater-going audiences in
the 1690s.
Burning River Baroque will
take audiences far beyond the music
in these performances. Engaging
dialogues about the ways the perception of mental health issues in
the early modern period is directly
related to the stigma surrounding
mental health in contemporary times
will challenge audience members to
consider how we might address the
mental health crises many are facing
today.
Praised as a group that “left
an indelible imprint on my psyche”
(Boston Musical Intelligencer), Burning River Baroque offers vibrant
musical performances that inspire
engaging dialogues and meaningful
social change. You can experience A
Mad, Burning Desire on Aug. 22 at 7:30
p.m., at a house concert in Cleveland
Heights. A suggested donation is $20.
RSVP at www.burning-river-baroque.
org for the address and to reserve
your spot. Other performances of A
Mad, Burning Desire will take place in
Cleveland Heights in October. You
can find more information at www.
burning-river-baroque.org.
Paula Maust is co-director, with Malina
Rauschenfels, of Burning River Baroque.
She holds graduate degrees from the
Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins
University and the Cleveland Institute of
Music. She teaches classes in music theory,
history, keyboard skills, and aural skills
at the University of Maryland and Johns
Hopkins University.

The Class of 2019 combined to receive more than
$12.1 MILLION in college scholarship offers.
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www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Always Buying Paying Cash









WAREHOUSE BEVERAGE

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
Gold / Sterling Silver  Clocks
 Swords
Jewelry
 Lamps
Glassware
 Violins
Paintings
 Porcelain
Pottery
 Ivory Carvings
Military Items
 Oriental Rugs
Bronze Figures
Men’s Wristwatches  Marble Figures
7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

440-461-4611
Buying anything unusual

Free Estimates





Kenny
4364 Mayfield Road
South Euclid, OH 44121
216.382.2400

MJM Window
Restoration

Since 1978

Shop
Local

Daugherty Construction, Inc.
Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132
(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

(216) 321-7729





Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Housing code violations
Tuck pointing
Handyman services

Complete Tree Service
Year-round
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

(216) 486-5551
• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing
Member National Arborist Association
Free Estimates

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road

216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

Investment Company Representative
2121 South Green Road
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382.9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com





We are bonded, insured, and maintain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

216216-387387-0525
llebles1@hotmail.com

Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Retirement Solutions

440-944-0278

Events and parties
A fixture in the Heights

* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
* Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM
Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured.
No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

www.flower-entertainment.com


HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop
2nd Floor of the
Lee Road Library

www.heightsobserver.org

Call 216.320.1423
to find out how you can
advertise your business for
$29/month

Ϯϲϱϯ^dĂǇůŽƌZŽĂĚ
ůĞǀĞůĂŶĚ,ƚƐ͕͘K,ϰϰϭϭϴ
;ϮϭϲͿϵϯϮͲϯϱϮϮ
^ĐŝĞŶĐĞŽĨDŝŶĚdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ
“Change Your Thinking, Change Your Life”
“DĞƚĂƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůΘDĞĚŝƚĂƚŝŽŶClasses”

^ƵŶĚĂǇ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞϭϬ͗ϯϬD

ZĞǀ͘:ƵŶĞD͘ůĂƌŬ͕^ƌ͘DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ
ǁǁǁ͘ŵĐƐůĐůĞǀĞůĂŶĚ͘ŽƌŐ

Alan I. Silver
Attorney at Law

AMISH CREWS
NEW GARAGE--RM ADDT’N
 ATTIC--BASEMENT FINISH
 ROOFING--SIDING
 DRIVEWAYS--WINDOWS
 DECK--PORCH--FRAMING
 COMPLETE RENOVATION


Fill-a-bag Sale
Great Used
the first Friday Books For Sale
of each month.
Every Day!

All proceeds info@friendsheightslibraries.org
support the library. 216-932-3600 x1234

Bankruptcy
Chapter 7 & Chapter 13
Tax problems
Member of United States Tax
Court
F REE CONSULTATION
REASONABLE T ERMS

216-323-4483

(440) 461-0277

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA
2121 South Green Rd .
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382 .9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com


Tax Planning & Preparation
Bookkeeping

The Chair Dr.
“First

F
3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Local and affordable
Call Don for quick service:
216.403.3798

Professional Gutter Cleaning
Local Cleveland Heights Business

(440) 463-7379 for free estimate
Mention “Observer”and get 20% off
Certified Arborist

Fully insured

Brooks Jones III
216-543-4113 (mobile)

Tech Lighting, Inc.

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

A Complete Lighting
Sales & Service Company

For all your electrical needs



Landscape lighting, design
and installation





Fixture cleaning
Fixture and lamp repair
Lighting sales

(216) 956-2502
Ask for Shawn

bmj386@gmail.com

Heights Observer August 1, 2019 			

Aid for Loose and Broken Chairs”

Chairs re-caned

E DU CAT I N G T H E H E I G H TS SI N C E 19 88

Gutter Guru

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion
Fertilization • Cable Support
Pruning • Stump Grinding

Fully Insured

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

mjmwindowrestoration.com

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair


Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com



Wine & Brewing Supplies
Imported Wines
Large Selection of Imported
and Craft Beers

Ardmore Tree Service
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R ESIDENTIAL / C OMMERCIAL

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve
License #48370
“Reliable electrical service and repair”

www.heightsobserver.org
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songs and
stories

David Budin

I was sitting at Cumberland Pool
recently, under a big umbrella, so it
was cool (in the shade). I hang out at
Cumberland sometimes, not to swim,
but to watch my grandchildren. I used
to go there to swim, but it’s been a
while . . . like, since I was 9.
My mother took me to Cumberland’s baby pool (which was located in a
different part of the park then) for my
first six years, and then I started hanging out at the big pool with friends. I
always felt as though something was
wrong, though, and it took me a couple
of years to figure out what it was. I
finally realized: It was that I hated
swimming. Everything about it.
I stopped going. Forever. Until
I began frequenting the pool again
when my grandchildren started going. But I don’t swim there, or go into
the water, or dress in anything other
than street clothes, or leave my chair
once I sit down. I’m just there.
So, when I was sitting at Cumberland the other day, my mind drifted
back to the times I did enjoy myself
there, in my youth—times that had
nothing to do with swimming.
Incidents like this: Remember
Fizzies? They were like Alka Seltzer
tablets, except that they contained

sugar and flavor and color, and turned a
glass of water into pop (and they didn’t
cure headaches or stomach aches). And
do you remember when men’s swimming
trunks had little mesh pockets inside, in
the front, near the waistband, for holding a locker key? And can you picture
what would happen if you snuck a couple
of bright-yellow lemon Fizzies into a
kid’s mesh swimsuit pocket, and then
he jumped into the pool, and everyone
who was in on the prank backed away
from him and pointed out, loudly, that
the water in front of him was turning
yellow? Can you see that?
That’s all I can say about that.
On the other hand—speaking of
karma, which we weren’t, but are now—
when I got to Heights High and was
forced to take swimming lessons (you
had to have, and pass, as many semesters
of swimming class as you had semesters
of high school in order to graduate),
the school, with about 1,500 boys, had
only about 50 men’s swimsuits. And you
couldn’t bring your own. That meant
that only the boys whose swimming
classes were held during first period, and
maybe second, would get swimsuits to
wear. Boys and girls had separate swimming pools, but, still . . .
So, if you were lucky, you’d get
first-period swimming, even though it
might be only an hour after waking up,
and eating breakfast, and, for most of
the school year, during the winter. And
even if you were lucky enough to get a
swimsuit to wear, only about 12 of the 50
had waist sizes anywhere near 30. Most

courtesy David Budin

The water’s fine, or so I hear

The view of the big pool from under an umbrella at the baby pool.

were somewhere between 46 and 64.
So when a kid like me (at the time),
with a 32-inch waist, put on suit with
a 62-inch waist, and tied the string
as tight as possible, and got into the
water, the suit turned into a balloon,
full of air, which made him look like
a lily pad, and then, eventually, the air
came out. At which point everyone
around him backed away and pointed
out, loudly, that giant bubbles were
coming out of . . . his swimsuit.
I was able to get out of swimming
class a couple of semesters with some
kind of trumped-up medical excuse.
(Bone spurs? I don’t remember.) And
I knew I was going to quit school
toward the end of my third year (of
three), so I just skipped swimming
class, and all gym classes, that term.
But that still left three semesters
when I couldn’t get out of swimming.
The first time, when they futilely
tried to get me to accomplish something, after I told them that I couldn’t
swim at all, I tried to trick them. They
told me to stand in the shallowest end,
and pick up a coin that was on the bot-

tom of the pool. I pushed it over and
then up the wall with my foot, while
holding onto the side, and grabbed it. I
showed it to them, thinking that they
would then leave me alone. But they
said, “Good. Now you know you can
put you head under the water, so let’s
go to the next step.” I admitted what
I had done, so they just spent the rest
of the classes—that semester, and the
other two—trying to figure out how
to deal with me, which they never did.
But, anyway, I like hanging out at
Cumberland. And the grandchildren
love the water, and they’re learning
how to swim. Which is a great thing.
As long as someone who isn’t me has
to go in with them.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern
Ohio Live, an author,
and a professional muOHIO EXCELLENCE
sician and comedian.
2019
His writing focuses on
the arts and, especially,
BEST COLUMN
pop-music history.
IN JOURNALISM AWARDS

FREE Live Music
Festival 2019
Sept 12,
Coventry

Sept 13,
Cedar
Fairmount

Sept 14,
Cedar Lee

Heights Music Hop 2019
is proudly supported by
For More Info, Visit
HeightsMusicHop.com
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