
Heights Observer January 1, 2020     www.heightsobserver.org1

 

HEIGHTS OBSERVER
read local. shop local. 

FREE

takE o
nE

Written by volunteers for Cleveland Heights and University Heights   •  Read more at www.heightsobserver.org 

Published by

Volume 13

Number1

January 1, 2020

INSIDE

12 
UH encour-
ages par-
ticipation in 
early literacy 
program

14 
District to host 
Jan. 9 meet-
ing on school 
finances

19
CH resident 
advocates for 
foster kids and 
families

24
2020 Best of 
Heights voting 
opens Jan. 1

Fu
tu

re
H

ei
gh

ts 
28

43
 W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
Bl

vd
. #

10
5

C
le

ve
la

nd
 H

ei
gh

ts,
 O

H
 4

41
18

  

continued on page 11 continued on page 2

Vote for Best of the Heights in 2020
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Heights prides itself on be-
ing home to many locally owned, 
independent businesses. Beginning 
Jan. 1, Heights residents can show 
their appreciation for these busi-
nesses by voting for their favorites 
in the FutureHeights 2020 Best of 
the Heights Awards contest.
	 Since	2005,	FutureHeights—a	
nonprofit	community	development	
corporation—has	 conducted	 the	
Best of the Heights to recognize 
the unique attributes of Heights 
businesses, and their contributions 
to the local economy. Each year, 
residents cast their votes for their 
favorite businesses by nominating 
them for an award in a variety of 
categories.
 FutureHeights has selected 12 
categories for this year’s ballot, 
including Best New Restaurant or 
Bar, and Best New Business. 
 Residents are encouraged to 

vote for their favorite businesses 
online at www.futureheights.org, 
or by using the paper ballot that 
will appear on the last page of the 
January and February print issues 
of the Heights Observer. Voting will 
conclude Feb. 15, and winners will 
be announced in the April issue of 

the Heights Observer.
 All Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights businesses are 
eligible to be nominated.
 “Those of us who l ive in 
Cleveland Heights and Univer-
sity Heights sometimes take it 

continued on page 6

CH-UH district places 
operating levy on 
March 17 ballot

Construction on Top of the Hill to begin

Library board welcomes new members
Sheryl Banks

The	Cleveland	Heights-University	
Heights Public Library is pleased to 
announce the appointment of its new-
est board members, Patti Carlyle and 
Gabe Crenshaw, whose terms begin in 
January 2020.
 Carlyle	will	serve	a	full	seven-year	
term, replacing Chris Mentrek, whose 
term ends December 2019. Crenshaw 
will	serve	a	two-year	term,	replacing	out-
going board member Suzann Moskovitz, 
who	is	leaving	after	serving	five	years.
 Carlyle, a University Heights 
resident for 14 years, is the director of 
content marketing at Brand Muscle, a 
Cleveland-based	internet marketing 
company. She also serves on the Fair 
Housing Board of University Heights, 
and has volunteered for a variety of 
CH-UH	nonprofits	 over	 the	 years,	
including Canterbury Elementary 
School PTA, the Heights Music Hop, 
Lake Erie ink, and FutureHeights, 
where she also served on the board.
 “Years of local activism seem 
to have pointed me here and i’m so 
excited to join the Heights library 

Outgoing library board member Chris Men-
trek dressed as the Mad Hatter for an Alice 
in Wonderland-themed children’s program.

board,” said Carlyle. “i’m looking 
forward to applying my knowledge of, 
and	affection	for,	our	community	to	
optimize	programs,	keep	the	CH-UH	
school and library connection strong, 

continued on page 12

Cathan Cavanaugh

The	CH-UH	City	School	District	
has	voted	to	place	a	7.9-mill	oper-
ating levy on the March 17 ballot.
 The school board made the 
decision on Dec. 9, after reviewing 
a	report	from	its	citizen-led	Lay	Fi-
nance	Committee	(LFC),	delivered	
by committee member Ryan Routh 
at its Nov. 5 meeting. The report 
stated that the district will face a 
clear need for increased operating 
support	in	the	first	half	of	2020	in	
order to avoid cuts to educational 
programming.
 “Our committee has carefully 
reviewed	the	financial	projections	
for	 the	CH-UH	 school	 district,”	
said Routh. “We believe that an 
operating levy of 7.9 mills is the 
minimum amount needed to suf-
ficiently	cover	the	costs	to	operate	
the district. This increased support 
would have to be approved by vot-
ers in March 2020 in order to avoid 
harmful budget cuts.”
 The LFC recommended a levy 
of	7.9–9.5	mills.
	 On	Dec.	9,	the	CH-UH	Board	
of	Education	(BOE)	voted	to	accept	
the minimum, 7.9 mills, which will 
cost	homeowners	an	additional	$23	
a	month	 per	 $100,000	 of	 home	
value.
 “The state budget that was 
passed	this	summer	holds	CH-UH	
funding	flat,	and	there	is	no	reason	
to believe that state funding will 
increase,” Routh continued. “Fur-
thermore, future cuts are already 
included in the forecast. The dis-
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Bill Wort, owner of S’Wonderful Gifts, stands outside his shop on Lee Road. S’Wonderful won Best 
Place to Find Unique Gifts in 2019.
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

Construction	 on	 the	mixed-use	
Top	 of	 the	Hill	 (TOH)	 project	
is expected to begin the first 
quarter	of	2020.	The	project—on	
approximately	 four	acres	of	city-
owned property at the corner of 
Cedar Road and Euclid Heights 
Boulevard, at the top of Cedar 
Hill—is	highly	visible	and	serves	
as a gateway between the Heights 
and University Circle. its develop-

ment has been a longtime goal of 
the city.
 The city’s Architectural Board 
of	Review	 approved	 final	 design	
drawings	for	the	$84-million	TOH	
project in October 2019. The 
project	 calls	 for	 261	market-rate	
luxury apartments, more than 
11,000	 square	 feet	 of	 first-floor	
commercial space, approximately 
25,000 square feet of green space, 
a	 550-space	 parking	 garage,	 and	
additional surface parking.

 Since the demolition of Doc-
tors’ Hospital in 1969, the site has 
primarily been a surface parking 
lot, known as Municipal Parking 
Lot	#9	(MPL	#9)	 ,	 serving	resi-
dents of nearby apartments and 
condominiums, as well as patrons 
of local businesses, such as Night-
town.
 The developer, Flaherty & 
Collins Properties, has priori-
tized the construction of the 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary 
newspaper;	it	is	a	nonprofit	publication	
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Observer	has	no	writing	staff;	
it	is	written	by	you—the	readers.
 individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? if so, please write it on your own, or 
with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure 
it’s ready to publish and contact you 
with any questions.
 if you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. if you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something	specific	to	our	two	cities.
•		To	make	a	submission	of	any	kind,	go	

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•		For	information	about	writing	style,	
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights	office	at	216-320-1423	
or	e-mail	info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
February issue must be submitted by 
Jan.	13.	We	publish	some	articles	online	
as	 they	 come	 in—and	 still	 consider	
them for the next print issue. We also 
publish	an	e-newsletter	each	Tuesday.

Parent volunteers 
urge support for 
public schools
To the Editor:

As many in our community are al-
ready	aware,	the	Cleveland	Heights-
University Heights Board of Educa-
tion has voted to place an operating 
levy on the March ballot. i am a 
member of Citizens for Our Heights 
Schools, a committee of parents and 
residents volunteering to ensure 
the successful passage of this levy. 
it is never easy to step up for this 
task, but i do it because i know it 
is necessary.
 The way Ohio funds public 
education—long	deemed	unconsti-
tutional—requires	districts	to	return	
to voters every few years just to keep 
pace	with	 inflation.	Through	care-
ful budgeting and cutting of excess 
expenses,	CH-UH	has	stretched	the	
most recent levy to last four years in-
stead of the projected three. But this 
year, there is additional need due to 
the	devastating	financial	effect	that	
EdChoice vouchers have had on our 
public schools.
 The expansion of vouchers to 
include children who have never 
attended district schools, coupled 
with	the	state’s	two-year	freeze	on	
public school funding, means that 
CH-UH	pays	 out	more	 dollars	 in	
EdChoice vouchers to private and 
religious schools than it receives in 
per-pupil	funding	from	the	state—
up	 to	 $10	million	more.	There	 is	
simply no way to close this gap while 
continuing	to	provide	a	high-quality	
education for our district’s children 
without asking voters for their sup-
port. if this levy doesn’t pass, the 
projected	$5	million	in	needed	cuts	
would	 include	67	full-time	staff—a	
loss that would be felt by every stu-
dent across the district.
 You will hear a great deal more 
about this issue in the coming weeks 
and months, both in our local news 
and on social media, and i urge you 
all to have an open mind. Listen to 
the experts, consider the impor-
tance of strong public schools to a 
community, ask respectful questions 
when you need to. in the end, i 
hope you will stand by me and the 
rest	 of	 the	 steering	 committee—
Kristi Bidinger, Phil Trimble, Saroya 
Queen-Tabor,	Andrea	C.	Turner,	Jon	
Benedict, Karen Rolfe, and David 
Tabor—in	voting	yes	for	our	public	
schools.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher
Cleveland Heights
(A	freelance	writer	for	the	CH-UH	
City School District, Dietrich Galla-
gher		wrote	this	letter	as	a	volunteer.)

TOH dog park is 
badly situated
To the Editor:

This	is	a	small	detail	with	long-term	
impact:
  At the last Architectural Board of 

Review  Top of the Hill meeting, the 
developer and the architect unveiled 
a	dog	park	for	the	project.	At	first,	it	
doesn’t sound bad, but it will be lo-
cated across from the main entrance 
to the Buckingham Condominiums.
 Very bad choice. The Bucking-
ham’s front door will be across from 
a potentially noisy and smelly space. 
Ah, but they said that everyone will 
follow the rules and if they don’t they 
will be tracked down using their dog’s 
DNA.
 it’s almost guaranteed that there 
will be problems. it is unfair that 
Buckingham residents will have to 
deal with this on a daily basis. Doesn’t 
the city realize that this is their front 
door? Would any of us be pleased 
with this addition across from our 
main entry? Can we be more realistic 
about this?
  Right now there is a small col-
lection of boulders at the corner, 
with existing trees and bushes that 
look	fine.	The	plan	is	to	remove	all	
of that existing landscaping, add 
fake turf, plant along the sidewalk 
side, and locate the dog turf toward 
the	 front-door	 entry	 lobby.	 If	 the	
landscaping was cleaned up and left 
alone, it would continue to provide 
some screening. 
 To be fair to these residents, the 
park should be placed near one of the 
new apartments since it will be used 
by those residents. Smelly planning. 
Noisy planning. Bad planning!

Richard Bozic
Cleveland Heights

TOH is not for the 
middle class

To the Editor:

At a recent CH City Council meet-
ing i heard a couple of council 
members say that the Top of the 
Hill	(TOH)	project	will	have	a	posi-
tive impact on Cleveland Heights’ 
middle class. May i suggest that no 
members of the middle class will be 
able or willing to live there; it is not 
aimed at us.
 TOH is a “luxury” project. 
Comparing it with the nearby One 
University Circle, a similar project, 
is instructive in learning what we are 
in for.  At One University Circle, stu-
dio,	or	efficiency,	apartments	start	at	
$1,500	 per	month.	 Each	 bedroom	
adds	 about	 $1,000	 per	month,	 so	
two-	and	three-bedroom	units	cost	
about	$3,500	and	$4,500	per	month,	
respectively.
 i’m a member of the middle 
class and the age of many “empty 
nesters”—a	 demographic	 the	 de-
velopers and city leadership have 
said TOH is trying to attract. i’m 
certainly not interested in moving 
into	an	efficiency	apartment,	and	I’m	
not	about	to	move	into	a	$3,500	to	
$4,500	apartment.	Most	of	us	didn’t	
become members of the middle class 
by spending these rates on rental 
housing!
 We have been promised that 

levy continued from page 1

trict	is	projecting	that	[it]	will	be	
able	to	find	an	additional	$750,000	
in budget cuts each of the next 
three	fiscal	years.	This	will	become	
progressively	more	difficult.”
 “it’s clear that the time to place 
a levy on the ballot has come,” 
said Jodi Sourini, BOE president. 
“The board and administration 
have placed great importance on 
reducing costs and using taxpayer 
dollars wisely, without compromis-
ing classroom instruction. But we 
are at the point where any more 
significant	 cuts	 to	 personnel	 and	
services, like those that would be 
necessary without a levy, would 
drastically reduce the quality of our 
children’s education. We cannot let 
that happen.”
 School districts in Ohio are 
financed with a combination of 
federal, state and local funds. At 
the state level, school districts 
receive funding from the Ohio 
Department of Education’s general 
revenue funds and Ohio Lottery 
profits.	At	 the	 local	 level,	 school	
districts receive funding from lo-
cally levied property taxes, which 
are prohibited by state law from 
rising	with	 inflation.	This	 is	why	
the	CH-UH	City	School	District,	
like other districts in Ohio, must 
periodically ask residents for in-
creased operating support to pay 
for educational needs, such as 
teachers and programming.
	 [Editor’s	 note:	The	 last	 op-
erating levy to be passed in the 
district was in November 2016, in 
the amount of 5.5 mills. Through 
“responsible	 fiscal	management,”	
the district says it has “stretched 
finances	 to	make	 it	 last	 for	 four	
years—a	 year	 longer	 than	 an-
ticipated.” Regardless of whether 
voters	 pass	 the	 7.9-mill	 levy,	 the	
5.5-mill	levy,	like	all	previous	levies,	
will continue. Once passed, levies 
are ongoing. Scott Gainer, district 
treasurer, was unable to provide the 
current total levy amount before 
the Heights Observer’s January press 
date.]

Cathan Cavanaugh is the supervisor 
of communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City 
School District.

TOH will bring with it green space. 
There are, in fact, three “green” 
spaces; but one of these is a proposed 
dog park that will be fenced in under 
lock and key. it is aimed at the luxury 
tenants of the project, and its green-
ness will actually come from Astro-
Turf—as	if	painting	plastic	green	still	
constitutes a “green” space. So my 
neighbors and i in the Buckingham 
Condominium	(surrounded	by	TOH)	
will be able to enjoy all the noise and 
odor from a dog park, but not actu-
ally take part in it.
 Top of the Hill seems to be 
coming, like it or not. i just hope 
that most of our Cleveland Heights 
citizenry understand the scope of 
what we’re looking at.

Don King
Cleveland Heights
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Out-of-control school spending 
is destroying the Heights
Geoff Johnson

The	CH-UH	school	district	spends	
money at astronomically high lev-
els, and it’s devastating our com-
munity. The district’s budget shows 
that	it	plans	to	spend	$615	million	
over	 the	 next	 five	 years.	That	 is	
$200	million	to	$250	million	more	
than every other comparable dis-
trict	in	Greater	Cleveland—other	
than Shaker; we are “only” spend-
ing	$80	million	more	than	them.
 Do you have the income to 
pay	more	than	$72,000	in	property	
taxes, the highest rate in Ohio, 
on	your	$130,000	home	over	 the	
next	12	years,	or	$132,000	on	your	
$130,000	home	over	 the	next	 20	
years? This is what is coming down 
the pike if we don’t dramatically 
change course.
 is it more expensive to educate 
low-income	 students?	Then	why	
does Euclid, a district with more 
students than Heights, and one 
that also pays out vouchers, spend 
$399	million	vs.	our	$615	million?
 When you run the numbers out 
into the future, they truly become 
absurd.	At	annual	2.5-percent	bud-
get	 growth,	 the	CH-UH	district	
will	 spend	more	 than	 $1	 billion	
more than Euclid over the next 20 
years, to educate fewer kids.
 Then you look and see that 
our median household income is 
$36,397.	And	 when	 you	 run	 the	

numbers,	 at	 2.5-percent	 yearly	
budget growth, you see that be-
cause of our enormous budget we 
have astronomical property tax 
increases	 coming	over	 the	next	 3	
to 12 years. And you see that our 
tax delinquency rates are already 
increasing to frighteningly high 
levels, which is truly terrifying 
because it means we are destroying 
our taxpayer base.
 And, no, this isn’t about vouch-
ers. Even if you take the entire 
$28-million	 five-year	 voucher	
expense off the table without 
offsetting	the	corresponding	state	
revenues	(which	the	district	has	yet	
to	show),	we	still	are	spending	$52	
million	more	than	Shaker,	$171	mil-
lion	more	than	Solon,	$193	million	
more	 than	 Strongsville,	 and	 $188	
million more than Euclid.
 The numbers make it extreme-
ly clear that we lack the income 
base to support our property taxes 
at current tax levels. Raising them 
further will destroy the Heights.
 For the sake of our community 
and	its	long-term	viability,	we	have	
to vote “NO” on the 2020 levy. The 
current path is not close to being 
sustainable, which is not fair to 
anyone, especially our kids.

Geoff Johnson is an attorney who has 
lived in Cleveland Heights for more 
than 20 years. His wife graduated from 
Heights High.

TOH project uses doublespeak
Joyce Rajki

Doublespeak, according to Wiki-
pedia, is language that deliberately 
obscures, disguises, distorts, or 
reverses the meaning of words.
 Here in Cleveland Heights 
we’re told that Top of the Hill 
(TOH)	will	provide	luxury	apart-
ments. Examples of luxury are 
difficult	 to	pick	out,	because	 the	
architectural drawings that have 
been provided to citizens are miss-
ing critical pages, and the pages 
that have been provided frequent-
ly lack detail. The developer says 
the lane between the tower build-
ing and the garage will be “stamped 
asphalt.” Stamped asphalt seems 
cheap. How can cheap be luxury?
	 One	 construction	method—
that	for	the	500-plus	car	garage—
definitely does not fit into the 
luxury	category.	It	is	cast-in-place	
(similar	 to	 the	notorious	Univer-
sity	Square	Target	garage),	rather	
than	 poured-in-place,	which	 the	
city has at Cedar Lee and Coven-
try.
 Green space is another double-
speak item. As it stands now, the 
TOH project has one publicly ac-
cessible green space, on the slope 
with a retaining wall, west of 
Nighttown.

 The other “green space” is the 
gated	(for	TOH	tenants	only)	As-
troTurf dog park that is replacing a 
grove of trees at the front door of 
the Buckingham Condominiums. 
Well, i do admit that AstroTurf is 
usually green.
 Another example of double-
speak involves two of the four 
TOH ordinances that CH City 
Council passed on Dec. 2. Label-
ing two of them as “housekeep-
ing” issues is deceitful, because 
most people do not relate “house-
keeping”	to	financing.	At	the	same	
meeting, a second amendment to 
the TOH Development Agree-
ment was passed on “emergency” 
basis—“necessary	 for	 the	 pres-
ervation of public peace, health, 
and	 safety.”	 (A	 fourth	 ordinance	
seemed presented in a straightfor-
ward manner, though it involved 
a	surprising	$30-million	bond	is-
sue.)
 Refer to George Orwell’s clas-
sic essay, “Politics and the English 
language,” which discusses the 
distortion of language for political 
purposes.

Joyce Rajki, a 49-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights, is advocating for 
quality design and construction that 
will stand the test of time.

3630 Fairmount Blvd. Shaker Heights, OH
Discipleship Hour 10:10am

9am Contemporary & 11am Traditional Worship Services

3630 Fairmount Blvd. Shaker Heights, OH3630 Fairmount Blvd. Shaker Heights, OH

First Baptist Church
OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Auditions January 18th-20th
Show Dates March 20th-29th

The Heights Art Initiative
In association with the 
Happy Ending Lyric Players
Present

For details visit:
fi rstbaptistcleveland.org/matilda
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empty nesters should flock to TOH
Lee Batdorff

i’m pleased to learn that Cleveland 
Heights	City	Council,	by	a	6-1	vote,	
approved	[what	I	understand	to	be]	
the	proposed	$84-million,	10-story	
Top	of	the	Hill	(TOH)	project	with	
275	market-rate	luxury	apartments.
 When i moved to Cleveland 
Heights in 1966, i lived near an 
eight-story	 brick	 building	 facing	
Cedar Road west of Fairmount 
Boulevard, a former apartment 
house that served as Doctors’ Hos-
pital. Someone, i don’t recall who, 
startled me by saying, “Don’t go to 
that hospital. it is a bad hospital!”
 Eventually Doctors’ Hospital 
moved	 to	Mayfield	Heights,	 and	
now is Hillcrest Hospital, part of 
the Cleveland Clinic. From what i 
can tell, it is a good hospital. The 
former hospital site, however, has 
been a parking lot ever since.
 Several proposals were made 
for this site over many decades. 
it’s not easy trying to balance how 
such a property is put to the high-
est and best use for all of Cleveland 
Heights	 and	 its	 taxpayers—while	
not unduly infringing on nearby 
neighbors. Some people will never 
be happy.
	 In	 1998,	 as	 an	 activist	 on	 a	
public policy issue representing 
the Ohio Sierra Club, i presented 
a slide show, “Suburban Sprawl is 
at Your Expense,” funded by the 
George Gund Foundation. A tenet 

[of	 it]	was	making	use	of	under-
utilized properties in the city to 
bring in more tax dollars. i made 
a presentation at the Fairmount 
Presbyterian Church before an 
audience of Cleveland Heights 
citizens. Two women argued 
that i was advocating wrecking 
the area with new development. 
I	was	 flummoxed.	 I	 felt	 better	
when then Cleveland Heights 
Mayor Edward Kelley met me 
in	his	office	and	offered	support	
to continue. Unfortunately this 
project did not continue.
 Later, about 2002, still an 
activist, i attended meetings 
between members of the Hes-
sler Neighborhood Association 
(HNA)	and	University	Circle	In-
corporated	(UCI)	over	a	proposed	
large residential and commercial 
project along Euclid Avenue at 
Ford Drive, the site of which 
was then a gravel parking lot 
known as “The Beach.” Two ladies 
from HNA were in attendance. 
i watched them vocally work 
over UCi’s presenters as with 
verbal howitzers. i recalled my 
tormenters at the church. Except, 
this time i was on the side of the 
protesters.
 Because the project site abut-
ted Hessler properties, neighbors 
had a right to be heard in the 
design	of	the	project	that	finally	
became Uptown. While some 
Hessler supporters are not happy 

with what Uptown became, i think 
it did a good job not placing a tall 
building directly against neighbor-
ing	smaller-scale	residential	proper-
ties.
	 Mostly	 three-floor	 apartment	
houses abut the TOH project 
site.	 Several	 four-	 and	 five-floor	
apartment houses are nearby, and 
eight-story	Waldorf	Towers	is	1,200	
feet north of TOH. The planned 
10-story	TOH	apartment	house	is	
about 200 feet from the nearest 
two-	 to	 three-story	 residences,	 to	
the south across wide Cedar Road.
 TOH is designed to serve “emp-
ty nesters” among others. i’ve long 
known the Spencer family who lived 
in	a	single-family	home	on	E.	Mon-
mouth Road in Cleveland Heights. 
After a few decades, with their three 
children grown up and gone, Pete 
and Heidi Spencer wanted to down-
size from their, so to speak, “empty 
nest.”	They	first	looked	in	Cleveland	
Heights and found nothing. To 
stay relatively close to their former 
home, they moved to a suite in a big 
apartment house in Shaker Square, 
paying taxes to Shaker Heights and 
Shaker schools.
 My hope is that TOH provides a 
place	for	affluent	Cleveland	Heights	
residents to stay in Cleveland 
Heights, and keep their tax pay-
ments here, too

Lee Batdorff has been a Cleveland 
Heights resident since 1966.

GREATEST HAPPY HOUR  
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Get yer margarita on!
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Requiem for responsible development in CH
Joan Mallick

Barring a miracle, CH City Council 
will pass financial legislation this 
month that will allow construction 
to begin on the Top of the Hill 
(TOH)	project.	This	legislation	will	
complete	 the	package	of	financial	
transactions associated with the 
project. The city has yet to produce 
a	comprehensive	financial	statement	
indicating revenues and costs to the 
city for TOH. At public meetings, 
city representatives discuss revenues 
but never costs. i searched council 
minutes, legislation, and TOH con-
tracts to calculate the revenues and 
costs shown below. They show that 
TOH	will	 be	 a	major,	 long-term	
drain	on	city	finances.

Total estimated revenues to 
CH over 30-year term of agree-
ment: $20,250,300                                              
•		Land	lease	at	$10/year:	$300																																																																																																																													
•		Payment	 by	 developer	 in	 lieu	 of	
taxes	 (tax	 rebate)	 to	 schools	 of	
$400,000	per	year:	$12	million																																																					

•		Payroll	 taxes	 of	 new	 residents	
and	 employees 	 of 	 $275,000	
p e r 	 y e a r : 	 $ 8 . 2 5 0 	 m i l l i o n																																																																																																																																										
         

Estimated direct costs, plus rev-
enue loss, to CH: $43,970,000
•		$1.8	million	 grant	 to	 developer	

paid by City Revenue Bonds, in-
cluding	interest:	$2.3	million

•		Loss	 of	 revenue	 from	 parking	
garage	(assumes	300	spots	will	be	
rented	 at	 a	 rate	 of	 $30/month):	

$5.67	million
•		Tax	 rebates	 to	 developer	 of	 $1.2	
million	 per	 year:	 *$36	 million	
(*The	city	argues	this	is	not	a	cost	
because it is money never received. 
The TiF agreement requires the 
developer to make payments in 
lieu of taxes so funds are deposited 
to	 a	 city/school	 system	 account.	
The city sends 25 percent to the 
school system and rebates the rest 
to the developer. This is equivalent 
to someone sending a check for a 
$100	debt	and	asking	for	$75	back.	
Most people would conclude that 
it	cost	$75	to	get	$25,	not	that	the	
$75	was	lost	revenue.)

Net cost to CH: $23,719,700    
                                                                                                                               
 The developer’s website boasts 
$2	 billion	 in	 completed	 construc-
tion. Figures from other projects 
show that the developer gets an 
average	of	36	percent	of	its	funding	
from public subsidies. At the cur-
rent	estimated	cost	of	$75	million	
for TOH, the developer will be get-
ting	32	percent	of	its	funding	from	
Cleveland Heights. Clearly this is a 
profitable	company	that	is	astute	at	
securing public funds to guarantee, 
if	not	enhance,	its	profits.
 City representatives tell CH 
residents that no development 
would occur without subsidies. 
However, by insisting that TOH be 
built as a single entity, the city has 
shut out developers who would be 
more likely to build smaller build-

ings without giant subsidies. Studies 
of subsidized projects in other cit-
ies suggest that slower, incremen-
tal development would generate 
nearly the same revenue as highly 
subsidized projects. There is no 
evidence that the city has seriously 
sought alternatives to this massive 
development.  
	 The	 hotel,	 office	 space,	 retail	
space	and	for-sale	townhouses	that	
were part of the original plans for 
TOH were removed. These elimi-
nated components would have cre-
ated	more	 payroll	 taxes,	 bed-use	
taxes, and property taxes from 
permanent residents, resulting in 
more revenue for the city and less 
for the developer, who will collect 
rent in addition to subsidies under 
the revised plans.
 City officials either do not 
understand	the	long-term	ramifica-
tions of publicly subsidized proj-
ects, or do not care about kicking 
the debt can down the road. Their 
motivation for constructing this be-
hemoth seems to be the satisfaction 
of saying they completed a project 
that has been discussed for decades. 
They have demonstrated that they 
are	not	acting	in	the	best	financial	
interests of residents. 
 The next CH City Council 
meeting is Jan. 6. Every CH citizen 
should contact council members 
and tell them not to pass the up-
coming	financial	subsidies	for	TOH.
 The TOH project might not be 
in everyone’s backyard, but there 

are projects coming soon to the 
Cedar/Lee/Meadowbrook,	 Sever-
ance,	 and	Noble/Nela	 neighbor-
hoods. Early indications are that 
large subsidies are being planned 
for those projects, as well. Failure to 
hold council accountable for TOH 
finances	will	allow	 its	members	to	
continue to drive the city toward 
economic	ruin.	The	current	financ-
ing of TOH sounds a death knoll for 
fiscally	responsible	development	in	
CH, now and in the future.

Joan Mallick is a 48-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights. She cannot imagine 
living anywhere else, but is concerned 
about the direction the city is going in, 
in terms of viable economic development.
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Lake Erie Ink inspires new growth
Sarah Kloos

Just a few months after i graduated 
from	college	in	2018,	I	sat	down	for	
an interview with Amy Rosenbluth 
at	Lake	Erie	Ink	(LEI).	I	wasn’t	sure	
what i wanted to do, but Amy listened 
to	my	 ramblings	 and	 half-assured	
statements	 about	my	qualifications.	
i had experience as a writing tutor, 
working with children, and being a 
member of a team. i had never stood 
in front of a classroom or created a 
lesson plan. instead of that being a 
problem,	 [Amy	presented	 it]	 to	me	
as	an	opportunity—a	way	to	expand	
my professional skills. With each 
question, i replied with, “Sure, i could 
do	that.”	LEI	seemed	to	fit	my	assort-
ment of interests and proposed a new 
challenge, so i dove in.
 Task by task i began to take on 
more of a role in LEi’s marketing and 
communications, something i was 
never trained in during college, but an 
area of work that intrigued me. De-
signing	flyers,	 organizing	e-newslet-
ters, and planning promotional posts 
has shown me that my organizational 
prowess also has a creative side, one 
that	makes	itself	known	in	the	office	
as well as the classroom.
 i was also given a role as a teacher 
in poetry workshops and journalism 
programs without hesitation, which 
allowed me to flex my skills even 
further. 
 Over the past year at LEi, i have 

witnessed growing confidence in 
individual students. i have learned 
the	benefits	of	the	push	and	pull,	the	
give and take. i have seen powerful 
words come from tiny hands. i have 
learned a deeply rooted patience dur-
ing	middle-school	poetry	workshops,	
and the ability to prioritize perspec-
tive after feeling that i had failed. i 
have discovered the joy of a teacher, 
smiling at the visible growth of her 
students. i have experienced many 
firsts	inside	the	classroom	and	out,	all	
crafted into a haphazardly arranged 
nonprofit	collage.	And	it	is	beautiful,	
peeling edges and all.
 The staff at LEi encouraged 
my interests, listened to my ideas, 
and fostered a work environment of 
dedication and respect that i strive 
to	find	wherever	my	future	takes	me.	
LEi is not only a writing space for 
youth, but a place of mentorship for 
young adults like myself in the phase 
of transition. While LEi focuses on 
fostering creativity in youth, it is an 
asset to folks of all ages in our com-
munity. i am incredibly grateful for all 
that i have learned over the past year 
at	LEI	and	am	confident	that	I	will	
be able to dive into any new challenge 
with both feet.

Sarah Kloos graduated from Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges with a bachelor’s 
in English. She currently lives and works 
in Cleveland Heights, but will be moving 
to Chicago in January. 

for granted that we have so many 
choices to shop and eat at unique, 
locally owned businesses,” said 
Robert N. Brown, FutureHeights 
board president. “When my wife 
and i travel outside of the Heights, 
we quickly realize how our shop-
ping and eating choices are often 
limited to national chains. in our 
Heights community, connecting 
with	the	familiar	long-term	owners	
and employees of our businesses 
makes shopping and dining more 
than a business transaction. For us, 
many of these businesses ‘feel like 
home’!”
 According to a study con-
ducted by the institute for Local 
Self-Reliance,	 each	 dollar	 spent	
at a locally owned, independent 
business returns three times more 
money to the local economy than 
one spent at a chain. Because lo-
cal businesses are often owned by 
people who live in the community, 
those owners have a natural inter-
est	in	the	community’s	long-term	
health, and many participate in 
community causes.
 “So much of Cleveland Heights 
is within walking distance of a 
commercial	district	offering	a	va-
riety of businesses,” said Michael 
Bier, chair of the FutureHeights 
Planning & Development Com-

mittee. “There are many com-
munities across the country that 
wish they could say that. We are 
so lucky to have not only nearby 
districts, like Noble, Cedar Lee 
and Taylor, but they are lined with 
shops, restaurants and services 
that are extremely valuable to 
our community. Supporting them 
is part of the pleasure of living in 
the Heights.”
 To vote in the Best of the 
Heights Awards, visit www.future-
heights.org,	 or	 fill	 out	 and	 return	
the paper ballot. For more infor-
mation,	call	FutureHeights	at	216-
320-1423	or	send	an	e-mail	to	info@
futureheights.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher 
of the Heights Observer.

best of the heights continued from page 1

Advertise in the Observer
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Lower the ceiling 
on raising your roof.
Introducing Grow. The Cleveland Heights Tax Savings Program.

With Grow, you can receive cost-saving tax exemptions when you 

build or remodel your home. To find out if your project qualifies, 

call Brian Anderson 216-291-2617 or visit clevelandheights.com/grow

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

We think many readers will agree that 
democracy in America has taken a 
beating over the past several decades. 
in particular, since the Supreme 
Court’s Citizens United decision 10 
years ago this month, ever greater 
amounts	of	money	have	flooded	our	
electoral process. The dangers posed by 
unregulated corporations have become 
increasingly evident to the average 
person.	Still,	the	effects	are	insidious.	
All of us have learned to speak the 
language of commerce, and do it with 
scarcely a thought: hospital patients are 
now health care consumers; library pa-
trons have become customers; even the 
word “citizen” has been replaced with 
“voter,” “taxpayer,” or “stakeholder.”
 There will be some plain speech 
about American democracy at Cleve-
land Heights City Hall on Thursday, 
Jan.	30,	starting	at	7	p.m.,	when	Cleve-
land Heights celebrates its seventh 
annual Democracy Day. Whatever your 
political persuasion, we hope you will 
attend, and consider adding your voice.
 Democracy Day consists of a pub-
lic hearing hosted by CH City Council, 
“to examine the impact on our city, 
our state and our nation of political 
influence by corporate entities and 
big money.” Anyone who so chooses 

HeiGHTS OF 
DeMOCRACy

may	 speak	 for	 up	 to	five	minutes	on	
this topic. Please understand: the term 
“corporate entities” is deliberate. it 
includes	nonprofit	as	well	as	for-profit	
corporations, labor unions, and profes-
sional	associations	(which	often	engage	
in	 lobbying).	These	 legal	 entities	 all	
have, and should have, certain statutory 
rights, but they are not entitled to any 
of the constitutional rights originally 
intended for human persons. Corporate 
entities do not vote, and Americans 
must put an end to their pouring money 
into electoral campaigns and using their 
“personhood” rights to manipulate our 
political system.
 Of course, Cleveland Heights can-
not	fight	a	constitutional	battle	alone.	
Citizens across our state and country 
have passed resolutions and ballot is-
sues establishing Democracy Days in 
their communities. in 2019, the follow-
ing Ohio cities held Democracy Day 
hearings, as voted by their citizens: 
Brecksville, Chagrin Falls, Cleveland, 
Cleveland Heights, Defiance, Kent, 
Mentor, Newburgh Heights, Shaker 
Heights, South Euclid and Toledo.
 Last year, at the sixth annual CH 
Democracy Day, 20 people testified 
about a broad range of topics, including:
•		The	 fossil	 fuel	 industry’s	 hold	 on	
the	Ohio	General	Assembly;	 specifi-
cally our state senator Sandra Williams, 
whose benefactors include AEP Ohio, 
Dominion, BP America, and First 
Energy, her largest named contributor.

•		The	threat	to	direct	democracy	posed	
by Ohio House legislation that would 
weaken and obstruct citizens’ access 

Seventh annual CH Democracy Day is Jan. 30
to the initiative process guaranteed by 
the Ohio Constitution.

•		The	difficulty	of	passing	bi-partisan,	
common-sense	 gun	 laws,	due	 to	 the	
influence	of	gun	manufacturers	and	the	
National	Rifle	Association.

•		How	Cleveland-based	Sherwin-Wil-
liams inc. has harmed communities 
and	generations	of	children	by	 influ-
encing legislators to block laws requir-
ing lead remediation.

•		The	fight	against	corporate	interests,	
in Cleveland and nationally, for better 
public transit.

 We know from observing the recent 
campaign	for	Issue	26	(the	elected	mayor	
charter	 amendment)	 that	Cleveland	
Heights	neighbors	with	different	po-
litical views can and will work together, 
both productively and gladly, to achieve 

a common goal. This is the essence 
of a functioning democracy, and it is 
something the leaders of our political 
parties would rather we never learn.
 We look forward to seeing many 
friends—new	and	old—at	CH	Democ-
racy Day 2020.
	 (For	 background	on	 the	 annual	
public hearing and how it came about, 
see “The backstory to Democracy 
Day,” Heights Observer Vol. 11, issue 1. 
Heights of Democracy columns are 
archived at www.heightsobserver.org/
read/opinionblogs/columns/heights-of-
democracy.)

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 
are longtime residents of Cleveland Heights. 
Contact them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.
com.

My team is here to help, 216-319-3333 or 
MaryLouMcHenry@HowardHanna.com
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Class size matters
A TeACHeR’S 
VOIcE

Ari Klein

i currently have 42 students in 
two	classes	at	the	high	school—
an average of 21 students per 
class. 
 What this average does not 
reveal is that one class has 15 
students and the other has 27. in 
which section would you prefer 
to have your child enrolled? 
 The personal attention a 
student receives in a class with 
fewer students is palpable. i 
spend a good deal of class time 
walking around to see how stu-
dents are working and help those 
who need assistance. 
 Averages can be deceptive, 
however, and fail to tell the 
whole story about class size.
 Students who have special 
needs are in classes that have 
a	 low	 teacher-to-student	 ratio,	
established by special education 
law. At the other end, there are 
large ensemble classes where the 
ratio is much higher. 
 if we look at only academic 
classes, what then is the ideal 
number of students? There’s no 
simple answer. 
 i recall that in the early 
1990s, teachers had more say 
in how our academic sections 
would be organized. in the 
math department, we decided 
that Algebra i classes should be 
small,	but	that	some	upper-level	
classes	could	be	larger—perhaps	
as	many	as	28	students.	
	 It	 is	 still	 true	 that	 ninth-
graders taking Algebra i need 
more attention. 
	 Entry-level	foreign	language	
classes should also be smaller 
to accelerate learning through 
increased opportunities to speak 
the language more often. 
	 Upper-level	 classes	 would	
also benefit from small class 
sizes, but often we need to prior-
itize due to budget constraints.
 This year there are 64 aca-
demic classes at the high school 
that	have	 30	or	more	 students.	
There	 are	 124	 classes	 with	 28	
students or more. 
	 In	 all	my	years	 at	CH-UH,	
these numbers are unprecedent-
ed. We have been cost cutting for 

several years in a row, and this is 
the sad result. 
	 Teachers	with	five	 classes	 of	
28–30	students	will	not	be	able	to	
give the kind of individual atten-
tion that students require.
	 Grading	 papers	 for	 130	 or	
more students is a Herculean task 
that usurps the lives of teachers 
outside of school. 
 To add to their burden, teach-
ers may also be asked to substitute 
for a colleague when an absence 
has not been filled. When this 
happens, a teacher’s planning time 
is reduced. 
	 Because	CH-UH	is	 short	on	
substitute teachers, so far this year 
there are three times as many un-
filled	substitute	slots	as	there	were	
in	each	of	the	last	three	years.	(If	
you have a college degree, please 
consider signing up to substitute 
teach	in	our	district.)
 Class sizes at the middle 
school are slightly better, but i 
believe that class sizes for younger 
students should be smaller. 
 Between our two middle 
schools	 there	 are	 31	 academic	
classes	with	28	or	more	students.	
There	are	81	 sections	with	25	or	
more students.
 Elementary class sizes in our 
district have been more appropri-
ate, although occasionally a few 
classes in the district have had 
more than 25 students. ideally, 
a primary class should not have 
more than 20 students, in my 
opinion.
 Budgets are tight. A levy is on 
the ballot. State funding is broken. 
We are not wasting tax dollars.
	 CH-UH	 administration	 and	
the Board of Education take the 
task of educating the whole child 
very seriously. 
 We do some things very well, 
but class sizes cannot continue 
moving upward as they have in 
the last few years. Teachers are 
overwhelmed and our students are 
being shortchanged. 
 Class size matters!

Ari Klein is a lifelong community 
member, math teacher at Cleveland 
Heights High School, and president 
of the Cleveland Heights Teachers 
Union.
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Susie Kaeser 

It’s	 a	new	year—2020.	Let’s	make	 it	
the year of the teacher!
 Let’s put up banners at the top 
of Cedar Hill, up and down Lee and 
Coventry and all along Taylor and 
Noble roads, declaring our respect for 
teachers and our gratitude for their 
important work.
	 Students	 are	deeply	 affected	by	
these adults who, while not family, 
are intimately involved in their lives. 
Our	community	is	also	deeply	affected	
by these professionals who work val-
iantly to realize our aspirations for our 
youth and to prepare them to be wise 
voters and leaders. While the rest of 
us are sequestered for the most part 
from other people’s children, teachers 
spend every day with the young people 
of our community. They are the front 
line of educational opportunity.
 We expect teachers to know 
each student in their care, hold high 
aspirations for them, treat them with 
patience	and	kindness,	be	firm	but	fair,	
find	their	strengths	and	build	on	them,	
create an engaging and safe environ-
ment, honor the children’s emotions 
and nurture their social development, 
develop their skills and unique minds, 
and create great citizens and workers.
 it’s a tall order.

THe COMMOn 
GOOD

Let’s make 2020 the year of the teacher
 Sadly, teachers are too frequently 
blamed for social inequality and de-
monized for test scores. People who 
don’t know them, and don’t value our 
precious public school system, make 
judgments from afar. 
 Public education, and the teachers 
who do this glorious work, are under 
attack. Let’s defend them. Let’s express 
our commitment to public education by 
demonstrating	our	 confidence	 in	 our	
educators. Reject testing as a measure 
of education quality.
 We want children to love learn-
ing and to keep learning as the world 
around them changes. For teachers 
to deliver this outcome, they need to 
be free to teach without fear of unfair 
consequences. When we trust teachers, 
see them as allies, value their contribu-
tion to child development in all of its 
forms, and address legitimate problems, 
they will do their best to give us what 
we need.
	 Let’s	challenge	the	test-and-blame	
narrative that privatizers use, for the 
benefit	of	an	unaccountable	private	and	
profitable	 alternative,	 to	 justify	disin-
vestment	in	public	schools.	Test-based	
accountability marginalizes teachers 
and teaching and makes the classroom 
a toxic place for children. Let’s say no to 
testing and yes to teachers and learning!
	 In	 today’s	 disheartening	 anti-
public-school	 environment,	 support	
for teachers is not meant only for the 
educators. Supporting our teachers is 
also	a	way	to	affirm	to	each	other	our	
shared commitment to public educa-
tion. Our voices need to be loud and 

clear. A lot is at stake!
 in the year of the teacher we will 
affirm	our	public	 schools	 by	building	
consensus	around	 the	pro-teacher	 ap-
proach to public education. Support for 
teachers	will	be	a	required	qualification	
for	those	seeking	legislative	office,	and	
all education legislation will recognize 
the importance of teachers. 
 School reformers tried to shut 
down the teacher voice when they 
started to attack the public system. 
They called any teacher who challenged 
“accountability” an apologist. it worked 
for a while, but not anymore. i appre-
ciate that, in the venues where i have 
advocated for public education, teachers 
are always present. They know why it 
matters.
 it has been teachers’ unions all over 
the country who have been the vanguard 
of resistance to harmful public policy. 
They know how it hurts their students. 
They know the reality. They are allies for 
the	common	good—not	 just	 for	 their	
own good.
 While their jobs are at stake, so is 
our future, and teachers are protecting 
our democracy. Let’s join with them 

by holding them up as the invaluable 
resource that they are.

Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights and the former direc-
tor of Reaching Heights. She is active in 
the Heights Coalition for Public Educa-
tion and the League of Women Voters.
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One of nine Ohio school districts honored by the College Board 
with placement on the 10th Annual AP® District Honor Roll. 
Public is for all.

Visit ChooseHeights.org to enroll your child, arrange a visit, or get answers to any questions.
Choose public. Choose Heights.

Excellence 
for all.
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nOVEmBER 18, 2019
Council members present were mayor Carol 
Roe, Vice mayor melissa yasinow, mary Dun-
bar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein, and michael n. 
Ungar. Craig Cobb was absent. The meeting 
lasted 7:36–9:04 p.m.

Public comments
A recent presentation by consulting firm AE7 
Pittsburgh, of a redevelopment planning pro-
cess to engage the Severance property’s cur-
rent owner, attracted much attention. Council 
members-elect melody Joy Hart and Davida 
Russell suggested delay of [voting on] this 
item until they are seated in January, noting 
that it is the single most important project at 
this time, and a legacy of the council.
 Architect Paul Volpe strongly opposed 
engaging the firm. FutureHeights, which is 
CH’s Community Development Corporation 
(CDC), had done a study of Severance six 
months ago, prior to the RFP. He pointed 
out that the FutureHeights proposal was less 
expensive and included a great deal of pro 
bono work. He thinks the city is not yet pre-
pared to do the study or to hire a consultant.
 City planner Bob Brown supports the 
city’s initiative with this problematic property, 
but says it’s impossible to endorse the AE7 
proposal without seeing some of the other 
16 proposals. He added that FutureHeights 
should be part of the team. [Brown is presi-
dent of the FutureHeights Board of Directors.]
 FutureHeights Executive Director Dean-
na Bremer Fisher echoed Brown’s ideas. She 
pointed out that FutureHeights was unable to 
participate in vetting the proposals because it 
was part of a team that submitted a proposal. 
She wondered what the expectations of 
FutureHeights would be now.

City manager’s report
City manager Tanisha Briley’s update can be 
found on pages 2–10 of the council packet 
on the city’s website.

Severance Town Center redevelop-
ment plan
This resolution to hire AE7 Pittsburgh, LLC, 
to undertake a redevelopment planning 
project, received a third reading, but no vote 
this evening, after considerable discussion at 
council’s committee of the whole meeting.
 Five council members weighed in on this 
item: Ungar, Dunbar, and Roe did not favor 
waiting to seat new council members [before 
voting], while Stein and yasinow were willing 
to do so.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

DECEmBER 2, 2019
Council members present were mayor Carol 
Roe, Vice mayor melissa yasinow, Craig 
Cobb, mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason 
Stein, and michael n. Ungar. The meeting 
lasted 7:35–9:44 p.m.

First amendment rights of public officials
Law Director William Hanna responded to 
a citizen’s allegation at the nov. 18 council 
meeting that several members had “violated 
their oath of office” by contributing to a 
political action committee against Issue 26. 
Hanna stated that he could find no evidence 
of unlawful acts, as the sunshine laws apply 
to the discussion of public business but not to 
discussion of political matters, a first amend-
ment right.

Public comments
Ten residents spoke about a wide variety of 
concerns, including Top of the Hill and ad-
equacy of the housing and forestry budgets.

City manager’s report
City manager Tanisha Briley’s update can be 
found on pages 4–12 of the council packet 
on the city’s website.

Top of the Hill legislation
Four ordinances pertaining to the Top of the 

Expanded reports are 
available online at 

www.heightsobserver.org.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Hill project passed, with Kahlil Seren voting 
against all of them:
•  Ordinance 109-2019 conditionally deter-

mines and authorizes preliminary actions 
necessary to issue economic develop-
ment revenue bonds, including nontax 
revenue (nTR) bonds of up to $2 million 
to pay for the city’s contribution to the 
project and tax increment financing (TIF) 
revenue bonds in the estimated amount of 
$30 million to finance project costs. The 
nTR bonds will be payable by the city 
from revenues such as fines, forfeitures, 
fees for services and other revenues that 
do not constitute taxes. The city will issue 
the TIF bonds, which will be payable 
solely from tax revenues generated from 
the project and project owners. The city 
will forego some tax revenues, but will 
not be obligated to make any payments 
on the TIF bonds.

•  Ordinance 114-2019 amends the devel-
opment agreement to clarify the respec-
tive obligations of the city and developer 
Flaherty & Collins Properties (F&C) to 
fund an expected gap between project 
costs and TIF financing proceeds.

•  Ordinance 115-2019 designates the 
Cleveland Heights Community Improve-
ment Corporation (CIC) as the agency of 
the city and makes various other changes 
to the CIC’s organizational documents 
for compliance with state law relating to 
the issuance of the nTR and TIF bonds. 

•  Ordinance 116-2019 replaces a prior 
ordinance that declared improvements to 
real property in Top of the Hill to have a 
public purpose and therefore would be 
exempt from real property taxes. This or-
dinance (116) amends the development 
and school district compensation agree-
ments, primarily to change the effective 
date of the tax exemption from 2020 
to 2021, in anticipation of the current 
construction schedule.

 City manager Briley presented a his-
tory and some background. The city has 
owned the land since Doctors’ Hospital was 
demolished in 1968. The current project 
began in April 2016, and 42 public meet-
ings have taken place since, in an effort to 
be responsive and transparent. The city has 
looked at many funding sources and feels 
confident that the nTR bonds can be repaid 
without impacting the city’s budget.
 Council members Dunbar, Stein, 
yasinow, and Roe expressed their support 
for the project. Council member Seren 
explained his dissenting votes: He is not 
conceptually against the development. 
He is disappointed in the design for this 
project, but his main concern is how these 
bonds enable avoidance of prevailing 
wage requirements. By using the city rather 
than the County Port Authority as the bond 
issuer, F&C is skirting the Port Authority’s 
prevailing wage requirements. He said that 
the county would decline to issue the bonds 
if the purpose of the county’s involvement 
was to skirt the Port Authority’s prevailing 
wage requirements.

LWV Observers: Blanche Valancy and 
Kathy Petrey.

Advertise in the Observer

TOH parking garage during the 
first	 stage	of	 the	project.	Garage	
construction is expected to take 
9–12	months.	Upon	 completion,	
the new garage will replace the 225 
surface spaces currently on the site 
(including	175	city	parking-permit	
spaces),	and	add	an	additional	325	
spaces to accommodate the new 
TOH residents and visitors.  
 MPL #9 was due to close 
Jan. 1, so that construction could 
commence; however, according 
to the city’s website, “as a result 
of unforeseen delays in the start 
of construction of the Top of the 
Hill project, the closing of Lot 
#9 has been postponed. MPL #9 
will remain open Jan. 1, 2020 until 
further notice.”
 The city approved a Tempo-
rary Parking Plan in July 2019 
that assigns permit holders spaces 
in nearby lots during construc-
tion.	The	city’s	plan	identified	333	
temporary	permit-parking	 spaces	
in nearby lots and surrounding 
streets, as shown on the map.
 Nighttown patrons will be able 
to park in a designated private lot 
containing 50 spaces situated on 
the construction site, immediately 
west of the restaurant, adjacent to 
the Nighttown patio. Brendan Ring, 
owner of Nighttown, said that the 
lot will be fenced and gated. “There 
are 52 metered spots at present,” 

As construction on the Top of the Hill garage begins, the city has identified temporary parking spaces 
for permit holders and patrons of nighttown.

top of the hill continued from page 1

said Ring. “So Nighttown will actu-
ally be in a better position during 
construction in regard to parking. i 
anticipate zero parking discomfort 
for Nighttown customers during 
this very exciting time for the Cedar 
Fairmount Business District.”
 Residents of the Buckingham 
Condominiums will be able to park 
in a lot situated on the construc-
tion site.
 in 2019, the city expanded Mu-
nicipal Parking Lot #22, located at 
2171	Bellfield	Ave.,	from	19	spaces	
to 64, in order to provide addi-
tional spaces for permit parkers 
during construction.
 Brian Anderson, business de-
velopment manager for Cleveland 
Heights, said that the city has been 
in direct communication with the 
permit	holders	affected,	and	will	be	
in touch with them again as soon as 
the	construction	timeline	is	final-
ized, to give them adequate notice 
of parking changes.
 For more information regard-
ing the TOH project and tem-
porary parking, visit www.cleve-
landheights.com/988/Top-of-the-Hill, 
contact	Anderson	at	216-291-2617,	
or Economic Development Direc-
tor	Tim	Boland	at	216-291-4857.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive 
director of FutureHeights and publisher 
of the Heights Observer.

This is the most recent rendering of the Top of the Hill project that developer Flaherty & Collins 
will construct at the intersection of Cedar Road and euclid Heights Boulevard.

Rendering of the Top of the Hill project
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SUSAN DELANEY ABR®,RRS,CNE®       

  

 

LOOKING BACK:  
My sincerest thanks for all your good wishes,  
Confidence in me and support in my business. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD:  
I wish you all much good health, success in  

your endeavors, happiness and bountiful blessings. 

 SUSAN DELANEY 

Call now to prep your system for winter 
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, bonded  

& insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 •  herbsplumbingandheating.com

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

UH children are eligible for free books

Mike Cook

Dolly Parton’s imagination Library 
(DPIL)	 is	 a	 unique,	 early-years	
book-gifting	 program	 that	mails	 a	
free,	 brand-new,	 age-appropriate,	
high-quality	 book	 to	 enrolled	 chil-
dren every month, from birth until 
age 5. The program provides each 
child with a home library of up to 
60 books, and seeks to instill a love 
of books and family reading from an 
early age.
 According to The Literacy 
Cooperative, in University Heights 
there are about 2,700 children, ages 
5 and younger, who are eligible for 
the program. However, the current 
enrollment in University Heights is 
only	373	children.
 “This is a great program for kids 
in our community,” Mayor Michael 
Dylan Brennan said. “Check it out 
for your children.”
 Parents of children ages 4 and a 
half and younger can enroll online at 
www.literacycooperative.org. There is 

no cost or obligation to the child’s 
family.
 More than 40 studies have 
shown that the program has a 
significant	 and	 positive	 impact	 on	
family literacy habits, kindergarten 
readiness,	 and	 third-grade	 reading	
on grade level.
 This program is available in 
University Heights thanks to the 
Heights Family Foundation. it also 
serves Cleveland Heights and other 
Greater Cleveland communities, 
including Shaker Heights and East 
Cleveland.
 in Greater Cleveland, The Lit-
eracy Cooperative is implementing 
and managing the rollout of DPiL in 
an	effort	to	reach	more	than	15,000	
children. The ultimate goal of this 
initiative is to improve kindergarten 
readiness and family literacy habits 
in select communities.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Uni-
versity Heights.

and promote initiatives that support 
the social safety net.”
 Crenshaw, a Cleveland Heights 
resident for 15 years, is a college coun-
selor with a bachelor’s in management 
from Case Western Reserve University 
and a master’s in higher education 
administration from the University of 
Akron. A former trustee of the non-
profit	Seeds	of	Literacy,	and	current	
trustee of the Black Professionals As-
sociation, Crenshaw is also a member 
of the Roxboro Middle School PTA 
and	the	CH-UH	City	School	District	
Family Engagement Task Force.
 “The library is the beginning of 
literacy for many people, from a young 
child whose parent has checked out a 
book to read to them, to an adult who 
no longer wants to be functionally 
illiterate,” said Crenshaw. “i believe 
literacy is an essential tool that is 
necessary to be successful in life, and 
the	library	offers	many	resources	and	
serves as an essential building block 
toward literacy.”
 Crenshaw, who is African Ameri-
can, sees her addition to the board as 
a means to support inclusivity. “i will 
add another level of diversity to the 
library board,” she said. “it is impor-
tant for organizations to have leader-
ship that represents the community it 
serves.”
 Mentrek, the outgoing library 
board president, served on the board 
2015–2019.	His	five-year	tenure	includ-
ed the Heights Libraries’ acquisition 
of the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus, 
the elimination of overdue fines, 
and the renovation of the University 
Heights branch.
 “The end of my term is as good a 
time	as	any	to	reflect	on	the	great	work	
the library has done during my time on 
the board, but those accomplishments 
owe far more to the everyday deeds of 
ordinary folks than the grandstanding 
of any leadership,” said Mentrek. “i’m 
excited about the library’s work in the 
next	five	years.	We	have	a	great	group	
of trustees on the board, with two ter-

rific	additions	coming	aboard	in	2020.”
 in addition to serving on the library 
board, Mentrek was a frequent library 
volunteer, riding the book bike to com-
munity events, helping out with the Mo-
bile Food Pantry’s produce distribution 
program, and even dressing up as the 
Mad	Hatter	for	an	Alice	in	Wonderland-
themed children’s program.
	 “There’s	 an	 all-too-prevalent	
local attitude that civic leadership 
is reserved only for the great and 
powerful,” Mentrek commented. 
“Volunteering with the library board 
is a tremendous opportunity for ev-
eryday citizens to help shape their 
hometown’s future.”
 James Roosa, who previously served 
as vice president of the library board 
and chair of its operations committee, 
succeeds Mentrek as board president

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System..

library board continued from page 1

Gabe Crenshaw is one of two new members of 
the Heights Libraries board of directors.

Patti Carlyle is the other member of the Heights 
Libraries board.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

HRRC announces January classes

Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus to hold chili cook-off Feb. 23

David Brock

Home Repair Resource Center 
(HRRC) will offer classes for both 
beginners and experts this month.
 On Tuesday, Jan. 21, HRRC 
will hold a power tools workshop, 
one of its most popular recurring 
classes. Participants will get to work 
with cordless drills, angle grinders, 
hand sanders and circular, miter 
and reciprocating saws. The single-
session class will give beginners 
the experience they’ll need to start 
working on their homes themselves, 
while home-repair veterans will have 
a chance to brush up on their skills.
 “Carpentry and Your Home’s 
Inter ior :  Home How -To for 
Women,” will be offered through 
HRRC’s Women’s Home How-To 

Carpentry & Interior Repairs Series, 
and will begin on Wednesday, Jan. 
22. The six-week evening series will 
teach participating women how to 
make common household repairs 
with their own hands. In the first 
session, students will build a model 
wall structure using power tools. 
During the following five weeks, they 
will add drywall, flooring, ceramic 
tile, paint and more to their walls. 
The volunteer instructors will also 
provide advice on safety, tool usage, 
measuring and other tricks of the 
trade.
 The cost for the power tools 
workshop is $25, and the cost of the 
how-to course is $150. Income-based 
discounts are available, and the start 
time for all sessions is 7 p.m. For 
more information and to register, 
visit www.hrrc-ch.org.

David Brock is the education and outreach 
coordinator for HRRC.

Amy Jenkins

Why not take a dance class in the 
new year, to spark your f itness 
routine? The Cleveland Heights 
Senior Activity Center (SAC) offers 
a variety of classes for all levels, with 
no partner or experience required—
and two of the classes are free!
 Line Dance (contemporary style) 
promotes physical fitness through 
dance exercise. Join instructor Gladys 
McGlothin on Mondays, Jan. 27 
through March 23, 9:30–10:30 a.m. The 
fee for this class is $25 for eight weeks.
 Zumba Gold is dance and exercise 
combined. Instructor Anita Bartel 
keeps participants moving and having 
fun. The class meets on Tuesdays, Jan. 
14 through March 31, 11 a.m. to noon. 
The fee is $40 for 12 weeks.
 Argentine Tango, a social dance 
based upon the natural walk, is for 
adults of all fitness levels. Instructor 
Ann Dobyns teaches the basics of the 
dance, as well as a bit about its history 
and the culture in which it developed. 
Participants should wear comfortable 
clothes and bring either leather-soled 
shoes or heavy socks that will slide on 
the floor. The class meets on Friday 
mornings, 9:30–11 a.m., through Jan. 31, 
with a new session to start in February. 
The class fee is $25 for 8 weeks.
 English Country Dance is an 
ongoing program of traditional 
English dancing that takes place on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Wes Senseman 

instructs this free class.
 Dance Movement, another 
ongoing class, wi l l take place 
on Fridays at 11:15 a.m., starting  
in mid-January. Instructor Leslie 
Keller encourages everyone who 
thinks they can’t dance to give it 
a try. Participants will learn dance 
movement to improve strength, 
balance and flexibility while exploring 
the art of improvisation. Comfortable 
clothing is advised for this class, 
which is offered free of charge.
 The Cleveland Heights SAC, 
located in the CH Community 
Center at 1 Monticello Blvd., offers 
programs for those 60 and older. A 
complete schedule is published in 
the community center’s newsletter, 
available online at www.chparks.com.
 SAC membership is $5 for 
Cleveland Heights residents. To sign 
up, bring a recent piece of mail (such 
as a bill) and a photo ID.
 University Heights residents 
who would like to join SAC must 
first register with Patrick Grogan-
Myers, UH community development 
coordinator, at 216-932-7800, ext. 203, 
or pgrogan@universityheights.com. 
Membership is $10 for University 
Heights seniors.

Amy Jenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland 
Heights Office on Aging and the Senior 
Activity Center. She can be reached at 
216-691-7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@
clvhts.com.

CH Senior Center News

Enrolling shouldn’t be.
Get hands-on help registering for spring semester 
with Enrollment Express!

tri-c.edu/visit

216-987-4141

Deciding to 
go to college 
can be hard.

19-1391

enter a chili to compete in 
one of three categories: Best 
Meat, Best Vegetarian, and 
Most Creative. Winners 
in each category will be 
announced at 7 p.m. and 
will receive a cash prize, a 
custom ARTFUL trophy, 
and bragging rights. The 
cost of entering a chil i is $20. 
Participants are asked to pre-
register their chili by Feb. 15; there 
are a limited number of spots in 
each category.
 L ea rn more a nd purchase 
tickets at www.coventrypeacecampus.
org. All proceeds benefit Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Campus, a sustainable, 
supportive and collaborative facility 

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Coventr y P.E .A.C .E .  (People 
Enhancing a Child’s Environment)   
Campus will host its second-annual 
chili cook-off 5:30–8 p.m., Sunday, 
Feb. 23, at 2843 Washington Blvd.
 Tickets are $5 per person (or 
$20 per family) and include all-you-

can-eat chili, fixings, sides, dessert, 
beverage, and one vote for a favorite 
chili. Families will receive three 
“votes” for their entrance price. 
Attendees who wish to vote for 
more than one chili can purchase 
extra “votes” for $5 each or 6 for 
$20.
 Area residents are invited to 

for organizations that offer artistic 
and educational opportunities and 
community services for residents of 
the Heights and Greater Cleveland.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive 
director of FutureHeights, publisher of 
the Heights Observer and president of 
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call Jared Lavender
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Observe!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like 
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center  
(www.heightsobserver.org). 

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story 
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s 
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts. 
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily 
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be  
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and 
let you know if we have any questions. 

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer  
   is a piece of cake!

allows families living within the 
boundaries of designated schools to 
receive a voucher to attend a private 
school. It will also suggest actions 
to take, to work toward changes 
in how the state funds school 
districts; and provide information 
on the proposed 7.9-mill operating 
levy—set to be on the ballot on 
March 17—and school financing in 
general.
 “People mistakenly believe the 
voucher program does not affect the 
CH-UH school district financially,” 
said Superintendent Liz Kirby, 
in a recent open letter. “Unless 
major changes are made soon, the 
EdChoice program will continue to 

Heights, South Euclid, Lyndhurst, 
East Cleveland, Cleveland and 
Shaker Heights.
 Communion of Saints Parish 
was established in 2010 with the 
merging of four parishes: Christ 
the King and Saint Philomena 
parishes in East Cleveland, and 
St. Ann and St. Louis parishes in 
Cleveland Heights. The school 
na me, Communion of Sa ints , 
replaced the St. Ann name to better 
represent the four merged parishes.
 Those who are unable to attend 
the open house, who would like 
information about the school or to 
schedule a tour, are invited to call the 
school office at 216-932-4177, or visit 
www.communionofsaintsschool.org.

Liz Fisher is the marketing specialist for 
Communion of Saints School.

District to host Jan. 9 community meeting on vouchers
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Superintendent 
Elizabeth Kirby

undermine excellent, well-rounded, 
high-performing public education 
institutions such as the Heights 
public schools and increase the 
frequency and millage of future 
operating levies.”
 The amount for elementary and 
middle school vouchers is $4,650 per 
student, and high school vouchers 
are $6,000 per student. Due to a 
freeze in state funding for the next 
two years, the CH-UH district loses, 
from local funds, $6,000 per new 
high school student and $4,650 per 
new elementary school student using 

EdChoice.
 Approximately 1,300 students 
who live in the CH-UH district 
are taking scholarships to attend 
private schools. This amounted 
to an actual loss of $4.2 million  
for Heights schools last f isca l  
yea r,  a nd w i l l  a mou nt  to  a n 
estimated loss of $6.8 million this 
fiscal year.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the supervisor 
of communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.

Cathan Cavanaugh

On Jan. 9, CH-
UH City School 
District will host 
a  c o m m u n i t y 
meeting on the 
topic of EdChoice 
and how it affects 
school funding. 
The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. 

at Heights High, and the public is 
invited.
 At the meeting, the district will 
outline the adverse effects on public 
schools of the Ohio EdChoice 
S chol a r sh ip  prog r a m ,  w h ich 

Liz Fisher

Communion of Sa ints School, 
2160 Stillman Road, invites the 
community to join in its centennial 
ce lebrat ion  by  at tend i n g  it s 
Catholic Schools Week open house, 
“Celebrating 100 years of Catholic 
education in the Heights,” on 
Sunday, Jan. 26, noon to 2 p.m.
 Visitors will have an opportunity 
to tour the school  a nd lea rn 
about programs for students in 
preschool through eighth grade, 
its daily curriculum, and student 
achievements. Teachers, parents and 
current students will be on hand to 
answer questions. Formal preschool 
and k indergarten information 
sessions will be held 12:30–1 p.m., 
and private tours will be available 
during the open house, upon request.
 The school welcomes students 
from all faith traditions, and from 
various communities, including 
Cleveland Heights, University 
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do you like the     Heights Observer?
 
Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project. 

All proceeds are returned to the community  
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain  
the Observer and other important projects.

donate now by joining FutureHeights  
at bit.ly/observer-backer

NOVEMBER 25, 2019
Board members present were President Jodi 
Sourini, Vice President James Posch, Dan 
Heintz, Malia Lewis, and Beverly Wright. 
Also present were Treasurer Scott Gainer 
and Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby. The 
meeting began at 7:10 p.m. and adjourned 
at 9:15 p.m.

Ohio School Report Card performance, 
part III
Felicia Gould, assistant superintendent of 
education services, and Robert Swaggard, 
director of curriculum and instruction, 
presented the third of four reports on the 
district’s performance concerning the latest 
Ohio School Report Card. They reviewed 
the process the district is using to monitor its 
progress toward aligning the curriculum to 
state standards. The fourth session will also 
be on this topic.

Middle school equity analysis
Superintendent Kirby presented a 
preliminary report on equity between 
the two middle schools. She apprised the 
board of several equity issues, including 
disparities in instrumental music programs, 
sports facilities, math class size and the 
number of students identified as gifted.
 The superintendent proposed both short- 
and long-term remedies to issues of equity.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

DECEMBER 3, 2019
Board members present were President 
Jodi Sourini, Vice President James Posch, 
Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis, and Beverly 
Wright. The meeting was brought to order 
at 7 p.m. and was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Library board of trustees inter-
views and selection
Seven individuals were interviewed for two 
positions; one position was for two years 
(the remainder of an unexpired term), and 
the other for the full seven-year term.
 The board found all candidates 
impressive, making the selection difficult. 
After discussion, they selected Patti 
Carlyle for the seven-year term and Gabe 
Crenshaw for the two-year term.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

Cleveland Heights - University Heights 
Board of Education Meeting highlights

Expanded reports are  
available online at  

www.heightsobserver.org.

Communion of Saints hosts 
centennial open house
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paleontologists conducting dinosaur 
research. They also created lap books 
to show how worms affect the soil in 
the school’s garden and hoop house. 
 Third graders studied the life 
cycle of butterflies, creating digital 
journals of images and explanations 
of their life stages, from egg to larva 
to pupa to butterfly.
 Fourth graders also studied 
dinosaurs, with a greater focus 
on fossils. Each student in Aime 
Banas’ class had a block of dirt that 
contained an actual dinosaur fossil 
to excavate, record and research, to 
determine what part of a dinosaur 
it was, the type of dinosaur, and 
where it might have lived. They 

Young scientists thrive at Gearity’s science lab
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Demi Hill and Amiah Lackey, fifth-grade scientists at Gearity. Kindergartners use their weather tools.

added some history by reading 
about Mary Anning, the first female 
paleontologist.
 Fifth graders examined how 
energy flows in an ecosystem. After 
investigating local food webs, each 
student selected one ecosystem, such 
as rain forest, desert, or tundra. 
 They created their own visual 
representat ions  of  s y mbiot ic 
relationships, noting what happens 
when an invasive species or disease 
disrupts a typical food web. Using 
social studies and language arts, 
students created trifold brochures 
w it h  det a i l s  a b out  re l i g ion , 
holidays, natural resources, and 
foods f rom va r ious countr ies 

throughout the world.
 Every classroom at Gearity 
participated, according to Sean 
Sullivan, science and engineering 
teacher, who helped oversee the 
projects with Jackie Taylor, STEM 
coordinator. “[The kids] were really 
excited to show what they learned 
and to learn from each other,” said 
Sullivan. “And it was nice for parents 
to see what a STEM school is really 
about.” 

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former 
district teacher, and a freelance journalist 
under contract with the CH-UH City 
School District.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Students at Gearity Professional 
Development School in University 
Heights have the opportunity 
to become act ua l  ecolog ists , 
meteorologists, paleontologists and 
engineers twice each week, when 
they visit the school’s science lab. 
On Nov. 21, they embodied those 
professional roles in their capstone 
presentations. This thrice-yearly 
event enables students to show what 
they learned in science and English 
language arts during each trimester.
 As parents and community 
members visited the classrooms, 
students in kindergarten through 
fifth grade presented their projects 
highlighting what they had learned 
in specific topic areas.
 Kindergartners focused on their 
observations on weather. They had 
made their own rain gauges and 
windsocks, and then hypothesized 
about the best locations for these 
weather tools. They then conducted 
outdoor investigations to prove 
or disprove their predictions, and 
eventually took them home to place 
in their own yards.
 First graders studied the sun as 
the main source of the earth’s energy 
by placing colored paper outside to 
witness how the sunlight changed 
the paper’s shade over time. 
 Second graders pretended to be 

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Featuring the pediatricians your children love and the care you trust. Same-day sick visits and the same  
convenient location at the University Suburban Health Center with online scheduling coming soon!

Located in University Suburban Health Center – use entrance ‘D’ in the rear of the health  
center and the office is just inside, in Suite 35. Most insurance plans accepted.

GREEN ROAD PEDIATRICS
University Suburban Health Center

1611 S. Green Road, Suite 35
South Euclid, Ohio 44121

Monday – Friday – 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Saturday – 9 a.m. – noon

Now accepting new patients,  
call 216-382-3800  

for an appointment.

Green Road Pediatrics has joined the UH Rainbow Babies & Children’s care network.

RBC 1220256 Green Road PEDS Ad_9.5x7.5.indd   1 12/13/19   2:21 PM
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increasing or mainta ining the 
percentage of students earning AP 
exam scores of 3 or higher. (The 
range of AP scores is 1 to 5, with 5 
being the highest, and 3 and above 
considered passing. Most colleges 
will give college credit for a score 
in the 3 to 5 range.)
 According to the College Board, 
reaching these goals shows that the 
district is successfully identifying 
motivated, academically prepared 
students who are ready for AP.
 “Equity is a major, defining 
factor in the work we do in CH-UH 
city schools, so this honor proves to 
me that we are on the right track 
in preparing all of our students 
for success,” said Superintendent 
Elizabeth Kirby. “I’m so proud 
of the clear dedication our staff 
and students have to academic 
achievement.” 
 National data from 2019 show 
that, among underrepresented 
minority students with a high degree 

the College Board’s 10th annual AP 
District Honor Roll. 
 To achieve the honor, Cleveland 
Heights High School had to, 
since 2017, increase the number 
of students participating in AP 
(Advanced Placement), while also 

Cathan Cavanaugh

Cleveland Heights-Universit y 
Heights City School District is one 
of 250 school districts in the U.S. 
and Canada, and one of 10 school 
districts in Ohio, to earn a spot on 

of readiness for AP, only about half 
are participating. The first step to 
getting more of these students to 
participate is to give them access.
 “CH-U H is committed to 
expanding the availability of AP 
courses by making them equitably 
available to all prepared and motivated 
students, of all backgrounds,” Kirby 
stated.
 “ W i t h  m o r e  s t u d e n t s 
participating and succeeding in 
AP in this district, more students 
are getting a head start on college 
by earning college credit during 
high school,” said Trevor Packer, 
senior vice president of AP and 
instruction at the College Board. 
“We are pleased to honor the 
teachers and administrators who 
have worked to clear a path for 
more students of all backgrounds 
to advance through AP.”
 For inclusion on the 10th annual 
AP District Honor Roll, districts 
must meet the following criteria:
•  Increase participation/access to 

AP by at least 4 percent in large 
districts, at least 6 percent in 
medium districts, and at least 11 
percent in small districts;

•  Increase or maintain the percentage 
of American Indian/Alaska Native, 
Black/African American, Hispanic/
Latino, and Native Hawaiian/
Other Pacific Islander students 
taking exams and increase or 
maintain the percentage of these 
same underrepresented minority 
students scoring 3+ on at least one 
AP Exam;

•  Improve or maintain performance 
levels when comparing the 2019 
percentage of students scoring a 3 
or higher to the 2017 percentage, 
unless the district has already 
attained a performance level at 
which more than 70 percent of its 
AP students earn a 3 or higher.

 More information, and the 
complete 10th annual AP District 
Honor Roll can be found at: https://
apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/
awards/district-honor-roll.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the supervisor 
of communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.

CH-UH City School District makes AP District Honor Roll

Our digital collection is 
here for you, wherever 

you are, 24/7.
Heights Libraries offers a large collection of digital 
media, including books, magazines, comics, music, 
movies, and television shows. 

Visit heightslibraries.org/digital-collection  
and start exploring!

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS! 

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS  

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

 NEW YEAR,          
NEW YOU!                   

Join one of our 
many book clubs!     

More info at 
macsbacks.com 

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

New listing!  1516 Crest Rd, Cleve Hts.
Charming 3-bedroom Cape Cod!
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Roxboro hosts spelling bee

Robotics club seeks volunteers

Walker, Paige Swoope, Jayden Chase, 
Kareina Evans-Scott, Michaela 
Kirkpatrick, Amora Harrison, Amira 
Killpatrick and Nikolai Bell.
 Sophie Muller won second place, 
with Ruby Tugeau placing third, and 
Clara Lyford in fourth place.
 Veteran bee pronouncer and 
Reaching Heights Executive Director 
Krista Hawthorne delivered the 
words to the spellers. Bee judges were 
Heights High English teachers Donna 
Feldman and Melinda Cales, and 
Heights High senior Rohan Bruce. 
(The 2014 Roxboro Spelling Bee 
champion, Bruce won second place 
in the 2016 county spelling bee).
 Prizes for the top three spellers 
were generously donated by The 
Cleveland Orchestra, Mac’s Backs 
- Books on Coventry, and Zagara’s 
M a rket pl ace .  Enc yc lopaed i a 
Britannica donated certificates to the 
top two spellers for a year’s subscription 
to its online resource, Britannica Kids.

Cleveland Orchestra violinist Beth 
Woodside organized the event and held 
spelling clubs at Roxboro to help prepare 
the spellers. Woodside is on the faculty of 
The Music School Settlement , and is a 
Reaching Heights board member.

to showcase both the renovated build-
ing and his students’ talents, but it will 
take the time and energy of dozens 
of people.
 Anyone is welcome to volunteer 
—high school and college students 
who need community service hours, 
district parents, and community 
residents. Middle school students can 
help reset the competition fields after 
each round.
 Visit https://tinyurl.com/Heights-
HighRobots to choose a volunteer time 
slot between 7 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., de-
pending on the task, with a minimum 
two-hour commitment.
 The club is also seeking sponsor-
ships to help offset the cost of run-
ning this tournament and attending 
others throughout the season. Details 
are available at https://tinyurl.com/
robotbrochure or visit this GoFundMe 
www.gofundme.com/f/heights-high-ro-
botics-20192020 if you or your company 
might be interested in supporting the 
team.
 To learn what a VEX competition 
is all about, check out this two-minute 
video: https://tinyurl.com/heightsrobo-
video.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former 
district teacher, and a freelance journalist 
under contract with the CH-UH City 
School District.

Beth Woodside

On Dec. 5, Roxboro Middle School 
hosted its 10th annual spelling bee. 
For the third year, Monticello Middle 
School students participated, making 
it an all-Heights Middle School 
Spelling Bee.
 After 24 rounds of spelling, 
Roxboro eighth-grader Natalie Bier 
emerged as the champion, from a field 
of 22 spellers. Her winning word was 
cystic.
 Bier will represent Roxboro 
Middle School at the Cleveland.
com Cuyahoga County Spelling 
Bee on March 7. Nikolai Bell, the 
highest-ranking eighth-grade speller 
from Monticello, will represent that 
school at the county bee, which 
will be held in the auditorium of 
Cuyahoga Community College’s 
Cleveland campus.
 The Roxboro spel lers who 
competed Dec. 5 were Justin Edwards, 
Van Dietrich, Alex Burke, Gabe 
Dodson, Luke Kalady, Sheridan 
Sweeney, Brandon Watson, Amelia 
King, Ruby Tugeau, Clara Lyford, 
Natalie Bier and Sophia Muller. The 
Monticello spellers were Jailynn 
Putnam, Chelsea Gipson, Clara 

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

The 40 students in the Heights High 
Robotics Team are a pretty capable 
bunch: They can design, program, 
build, and operate robotic units that 
thread a nine-inch object onto a pole, 
throw a ball at a hard plastic flag to 
make it spin, and park on a raised 
platform. But right now, they need 
your help.
 Heights High will host its first 
VEX Robotics Competition on Sat-
urday, Jan. 25, with 50 teams coming 
from, among other schools, Mahoning, 
Wooster, Hawken and Shaker. The 
club needs volunteers to do everything: 
selling concessions, directing traffic in 
the parking lot, helping teams set up 
for their next event, and more.
 Greg Nachman, adviser of the 
club, and math and engineering 
teacher at the high school, is excited 
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Krista Hawthorne, Ruby Tugeau, Sophia Muller, Natalie Bier and Beth Woodside.

Helping display and 
preserve your  

art and memories 
since 1973

Treatments for everything from 
everyday to extraordinary

Beautiful art for sale

Displays and shadowboxes

Solutions for large and  
hard-to-frame items

Get $20 off on framing over $100
(One discount per visit)

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
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2019 Heights Robotics team members Emma 
Hodges, Jacqueline Gold and  Keshaun Madlock.

MEDICARE | LIFE | DENTAL & VISION | LONG TERM CARE

Overwhelmed by Medicare options?

for a free consultation to 
learn about your options

At CIA’s Pre-College program, you’ll spend two or four 
weeks using the tools and processes only available to 
our students while experiencing what it’s like to attend 
a college of art and design. And you’ll earn college 
credits while building your portfolio. View course 
listings and learn more at cia.edu/precollege.

What are  
you doing
next summer?

2020 Pre-College Program
Jul 5–17 and Jul 19–31

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters
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 Banks assembled a team of 
children’s librarians to hone in on 
what the newsletter will look like 
and, most importantly, what it will 
cover.
 “One thing we want to empha-
size to parents is that, when getting 
your child ready to read, the single 
most important thing you can do 
is read with them!” said Katherine 
Assink, youth services librarian. 
“This activity exposes children to 
new vocabulary, teaches them how a 
book works and helps them develop 
a lifelong love of reading.”
 Library staff acknowledge that 
reading regularly is easier said than 
done.
 “We have found that many 

parents struggle with finding time 
to read and keeping kids’ atten-
tion,” said Kornela Bogdanowicz, 
youth services librarian. “But it’s 
so important and needs to become 
a priority. We want to emphasize 
that reading doesn’t have to be a 
chore. The library is here to help 
with that.”
 Heights Little Learners will pro-
vide engaging information about 
upcoming library programs and 
storytime schedules, early literacy 
tips, and book recommendations to 
help parents integrate literacy more 
seamlessly into their children’s 
lives. It will also describe special 
services specifically promoting ear-
ly literacy, such as the 1,000 Books 

Before Kindergarten program and 
the library’s play areas, all of which 
are free.
 “Our hope is that we can make 
life a little easier for busy parents 
by giving them bits of information 
they can use at home, and encour-
age them to bring their ‘little learn-
ers’ to our buildings to enjoy all of 
our wonderful resources, too!” said 
Assink.
 Heights Libraries is scheduled 
to release the e-newsletter on a 
regular basis starting in January. 
Sign up for all Heights Libraries 
e-newsletters at heightslibrary.org/
how-do-i/sign-up-for-our-enewsletters.

Isabelle Rew is the community en-
gagement associate for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public 
Library System.

Isabelle Rew 

This winter, Heights Libraries will 
launch Heights Little Learners, a 
new e-newsletter, to provide early 
literacy resources for caregivers of 
children up to 6 years old.
 “The library’s marketing team 
noticed that the audience engage-
ment with our more generalized 
e-newsletter, What’s Going on @ 
Heights Libraries, was shrinking, 
while our targeted newsletters—
covering topics like technology and 
reader’s advisory—were growing,” 
said Sheryl Banks, communications 
manager. “We want our patrons to 
feel excited about what we have to 
offer, so we decided it was time for 
a redesign.”
 In October, the library sent 
out a survey to its e-newsletter sub-
scribers to gauge which topics they 
want to learn more about. The sur-
vey results revealed an interest in 
receiving more information about 
resources the library can provide 
for young children.

Library launches new resource for child caregivers
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What’s going on 
at your library?
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Thursday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.
Step Out of Time: Metta Meditation 
With Erica Steinweg.  Metta 
meditation is a wonderful (and 
practical) way to acknowledge 
one’s fears and meet them with 
kindness. The presentation 
includes gentle yoga to help open 
the body and heart-center, as well 
as a guided practice.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Thursday, Jan. 30, 6 p.m.
Annual Teen Poetry Slam. Hosted 
by Heights Libraries, Lake Erie 
Ink and Heights High, this an-
nual event is open to all high 
school students. Performers will 
compete before a panel of guest 
judges, and should have three or 
more poems ready for the compe-
tition. To register, send an e-mail 
to teen@heightslibrary.org.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m.
Trivia Night at Christopher’s Pub. 
Show how much you know, and 
make some new friends, at this 
event, to be held at Christopher’s 
Pub. Registration begins Jan. 8.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Friday, Jan. 10, 5:30 p.m.
Family Fort Night. If you’ve ever 
imagined getting locked in the 
library after hours, here’s your 
chance! Bring your own pillows, 
blankets, sheets and anything else 
you need to build the perfect fort 
in which to read. For families with 
children ages 2–12. Registration 
required.

5-star rated healthcare. 
Available 24 hours / 7 days a week.
High quality, personalized care is at the center of everything we do. Our warm and inviting 

atmosphere offers assisted living and memory services and our 5-star rated Judson Health 

Center provides superior long-term care, short-term skilled nursing and rehabilitative care.

Judson is bringing community to life with our beautiful locations and wide range of 
educational, cultural and social opportunities.

Learn more at judsonsmartliving.org/its-all-here or call us at (216) 350-0326.

S O U T H  F R A N K L I N 
C I R C L E 

C H A G R I N  F A L L S

J U D S O N  
M A N O R 

U N I V E R S I T Y  C I R C L E

J U D S O N  
PA R K 

C L E V E L A N D  H E I G H T S

“Knowing I’d 
have access to 

high quality 
healthcare was 
an integral part 
of my decision.”

Heights Little Learners is Heights Libraries’ new e-newsletter for caregivers of young children.
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with their families.
 In honor of National Adoption 
Month, Gilmore partnered with 
hair stylist Bianca “Sunni” Segines, 
owner of Cleveland Heights’ Sunni 
& Co. (2122 S. Taylor Road), to host 
“Love My Hair, Too”—also called the 
“Adopt My Hair-Athon”—on Nov. 17 
at Segines’ salon.
 A mother of five herself, Segines 
opened her salon on a Sunday—nor-
mally a day off—and was honored to 
have her salon—just about to celebrate 
its first full year of business in Cleve-
land Heights—host the event. “I was 
floating all day that day,” she said.
 Adopted, kinship care (those in 
the care of relatives or close fam-
ily friends), and foster kids from all 
ethnic backgrounds were welcomed 
to the event, which offered free hair 
care and styling, and manicures and 
pedicures.
 The event brought together 
27 young women from Cleveland 
Heights and East Cleveland. They 
shared their stories, connecting with 
other kids and families, as well as the 
Sunni & Co. stylists who volunteered 
their time and services, and other 
event volunteers.
 “We watched them transform,” 
Gilmore said, noting that many of 
the young women entered Sunni & 
Co. guarded, and left with greater 
confidence and a stronger sense of 
community. “Being able to meet 
other kids like you makes you feel less 
alone,” Gilmore said.
 That struggle for normalcy can be 
harder to find for foster children living 
with transracial families. “It’s everyday 
people who help foster kids,” Gilmore 
said. She’d noticed African-American 
children with white foster parents 
weren’t always getting the proper care 
for their hair. “It didn’t always go over 

challenges with her son’s ongoing 
health issues, and her unreliable old 
furnace was a constant worry. Her 
story, and those of past winners, is 
the reason we continue the tradition 
of the Helping Hann free furnace 
giveaway.”
 Verne & Ellsworth Hann is 
committed to its customers and 
community. Located in Cleveland 
Heights for the past 66 years, Chris, 
Bill and their sister Patty Siegfried 
represent the family’s fourth genera-
tion in the trade; fifth-generation 
nephew Jason Franey manages the 
service department.
 Nominations are being accepted 
through Feb. 28. A nomination form 
can be obtained at the company 
website (www.vehbrothers.com/helping-
hann) or by calling at 216-932-9755.
 Anyone who submits informa-
tion to nominate someone wil l 
receive a $200-off coupon on instal-
lation of a new heating or cooling 
system. 

Joanne Burney is an employee at Verne & 
Ellsworth Hann Inc.

well when I’d say something to the 
white moms,” Gilmore said. “But I 
wanted them to know these children’s 
needs were different than their white 
children. Hair care is hygiene.”
 Gilmore, who regularly col-
laborates with business owners to 
host events, hopes her work, and that 
of partners like Segines, will serve as 
a call to action to others, to support 

foster youth in Cleveland Heights, 
East Cleveland, and beyond.
 For more information on #Fos-
terCare, and how to become involved, 
visit www.hashtagfostercare.org.

Sarah Wolf is an intern at FutureHeights, a 
resident of Cleveland Heights, and a grad-
uate-level community practice student at 
MSASS/Case Western Reserve University.

Sarah Wolf 

“The thing about foster kids is they 
end up being like refugees in their 
own cities,” said Cleveland Heights 
resident Kevinee Gilmore, founder 
of the nonprofit #FosterCare (www.
hashtagfostercare.org). Starting at age 
13, Gilmore spent five years in foster 
care, giving her direct, and unique, 
experience being a “kid in the system.”
 Many foster children, Gilmore 
explained, struggle to find stability 
and a sense of normalcy in day-to-
day experiences. “For so many kids 
in foster care, everyday activities can 
feel like luxuries,” Gilmore said.
 Gilmore is committed to “getting 
foster youth a seat at the table.” On 
Thursday, Jan. 23, noon to 1:30 p.m., 
she’ll be a panelist—along with State 
Rep. Juanita Brent (District 12)—at a 
City Club Youth Forum, “The Impact 
of Foster Care’s Thousands of Ohio’s 
Children.” For information and tick-
ets, visit www.cityclub.org.
 Gilmore’s advocacy for children 
in foster care comprises events de-
signed to bring them together, along 

Joanne Burney 

For the fourth consecutive year, 
Verne & Ellsworth Hann Inc. will 
donate a free furnace and installation 
to a deserving recipient. Chris Hann, 
co-owner of the Cleveland Heights-
based heating, cooling and plumbing 
company, is asking for nominations 
from the Heights community and 
surrounding area.
 “We created the Helping Hann 
free furnace giveaway as a way for 
our entire organization to give back 
to the community that has supported 
us for so many years,” Hann said.
 This year’s winner will receive a 
new high-efficiency heating system 
and installation, with a total value of 
up to $3,500. Verne & Ellsworth Hann 
co-owners and brothers, Bill and 
Chris Hann, will select a handful of 
finalists and then make personal visits 
to their homes. The winner will be 
announced via video on social media.
 “Last year, it was our honor to 
install a new furnace for Willoughby 
resident Heather Kwedder,” said 
Chris Hann. “Heather faced many 

CH company seeks nominations 
for annual furnace giveaway

Heights salon hosts free event for foster kids

Kevinee Gilmore with Sunni Segines.
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine 
216-320-2302
1763 Coventry Road, CH 
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008
13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

n• 

FINE CHOCOLATES 
�1939 

2285 Lee Rd I Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 

CRAFTING HANDM�DE 
CHOeOLATES FOR 

80 YEARS &.COUNTING! 

Fine Gifts and Treats
We send our high quality chocolates over any distance
EXPERT SHIPPING TO ANYWHERE

Winter Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 10am-8pm 
Friday & Saturday 10am-9pm 

Closed Sundays 

216. 932. 3200 www.mitchellschocolates.com 

216-533-2936 

 

Interior Painting 
Power-Washing 

Concrete Basement 
& Garage 

Floors/Staining   
All Handyman 

Repairs 
Gutter Cleaning   
Snowplowing 



Heights Observer January 1, 2020     www.heightsobserver.org20

HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights Youth Theatre presents winter musical 

more information, call 216-410-7500, 
or visit www.heightsyouththeatre.org. 
 HYT offers kids and families 
an unmatched opportunity to gain 
valuable experience in the theatrical 
arts. HYT’s goal is to make theater 
affordable and accessible to people 
of all incomes and backgrounds in a 

Pamela Fine

For more than six decades, Heights 
Youth Theatre (HYT) has offered 
young people the opportunity to grow 
socially and emotionally while gain-
ing theatrical skills. Producing three 
to four complete musicals each year, 
HYT is currently rehearsing its next 
production.
 Almost ready for opening night, 
“Once on This Island” is the story of Ti 
Moune, a fearless peasant girl in search 
of her place in the world, and ready to 
risk everything for love. Guided by the 
mighty island gods Love, Death, Wa-
ter, and Earth, Ti Moune embarks on a 
remarkable journey to reunite with the 
man who has captured her heart. The 
play opens Friday, Jan. 17 at Monticello 
Middle School.
 Cleveland Heights resident Eu-
gene Sumlin directs the show. Stacy 
Bolton is music director and Alex 
Boyd, HYT alum, is stage man-
ager. Cast members—55 actors in 
first through 12th grades—come 
from Cleveland Heights, University 

Celeste Cosentino

Cleveland Heights’ Ensemble Theatre 
begins 2020 with a continuation of 
its 40th anniversary season, themed 
”Making HER Story”—a season dedi-
cated to female playwrights, female 
directors and female lead roles.
 In its first production of the new 
year, Ensemble will present Lynn Not-
tage’s “Intimate Apparel,” beginning 
Jan. 24. 
 Nottage’s play is set in New York 
circa 1905—a time and place where 
rigid social divides exist along the 
lines of race, religion and class. At the 
same time, a burgeoning population of 
immigrants from abroad, and people 
from across the U.S., have moved to 
the city to seek their fortunes, bringing 
diversity, excitement and change. In 
the play, Esther Mills, a skilled African-
American seamstress, navigates this 
changing, dangerous world with her 
needle and thread.
 Sarah May, the director of Ensem-
ble’s production, said, “It’s an honor to 
bring this beautiful, timely play to life 
on stage at Ensemble Theatre. Award-
winning playwright Lynn Nottage has 
created a vivid portrait of one African-
American woman who followed the 
great migration to the North. Through 
her talents as a seamstress, she touches 
the lives of wealthy clients and strug-
gling immigrants, who, like those 
who wait at our borders, all landed in 
America to follow their dreams.” 

Heights, Shaker Heights and sur-
rounding communities. 
 “Once on This Island” is a heart-
warming story that teaches that 
through all of life’s ups and downs, 
joys and pain, love will triumph. “It is 
the type of story that we need to hear 
today, and I am excited to bring it to 
the HYT stage,” said Sumlin. Bolton 
praised the show’s music, which 
“has rich harmonies, upbeat catchy 
rhythms, and lyrics that will surely 
stay with the audience long after the 
show ends. The cast is immensely 
talented and their love for this show 
is obvious.”
 Performances are scheduled for 
Fridays, Jan. 17 and 24, at 7 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, Jan. 18 and 25, at 2 p.m.; and 
Sundays, Jan. 19 and 26, at 2 p.m. All 
performances are in the auditorium 
at Monticello Middle School, 3665 
Monticello Boulevard, in Cleveland 
Heights.
 Tickets are $10 general admis-
sion, and $9 for seniors and children 
younger than 6. The box office opens 
45 minutes prior to each show. For 

 DC Metro Theater Arts said 
of the play, “Intimate Apparel is, by 
turns, beautiful and tragic, hopeful 
and heartbreaking.” The play won the 
2004 Steinberg New Play Award, and 
the 2004 Outer Critics Circle Award 
for Outstanding Off-Broadway Play.
 Ensemble’s cast of Cleveland-
based actors includes Kimberly L. 
Brown, Zyrece Montgomery, Leilani 
Barret, Diana Frankhouser, Reva 
Golden and Craig Joseph.
 Ensemble’s production of “Inti-
mate Apparel” runs Jan. 24 through 
Feb. 16, at the theater, located at the 
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus, 2843 
Washington Blvd.
 Performances are Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 
p.m. There will be two pay-what-you-
can performances: Sunday, Jan. 26, and 
Sunday, Feb. 2, both at 2 p.m.
 For tickets and information, visit 
www.ensembletheatrecle.org, call 216- 
21-2930, or e-mail tickets@ensemble-
theatre.org.

Celeste Cosentino is the executive artistic 
director of Ensemble Theatre and a member 
of the Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus board. 

nurturing environment that encour-
ages social and emotional growth. 
For information about supporting 
theatrical arts in the Heights, visit 
www.heightsyouththeatre.org.

Pamela Fine is executive director of Heights 
Youth Theatre.
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Wishing you a warm and 
cuddly New Year.

ahhh...
Cartoon by Ham Khan | Reprinted from Funny Times. 

ph: 216.371.8600 » WWW.FUNNYTIMES.COM 24 pages of humor, politics and fun »

‘Intimate Apparel’ kicks 
off Ensemble’s new year  
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Heights Arts turns 20 in 2020

ists in the show are Si-Yun Chang, 
Rebecca Cross, Andrea Myers, and 
Jessica Pinsky. Point-Line-Pattern-
Plane will be on view through Sunday, 
March 1.
 The first Spotlight exhibition 
of the year will feature multi-media 
artist Sean Jason Kelly. Kelly, who 
has participated in many exhibi-
tions, community projects, and in-
stillations in the Cleveland area, and 
has worked as a tattoo artist for the 
past 15 years, uses a variety of media, 

including watercolor, acrylic, pastel, 
and found objects. He is known for 
paintings, sculptures, drawings and 
site-specific installations, includ-
ing five public art sculptures for 
Melt Bar and Grilled headquarters. 
Kelly’s solo exhibition opens Friday, 
Jan. 31, and runs through Sunday, 
March 15.
 For music appreciators, Heights 
Arts will host two free concerts 
in January. No Exit New Music 
Ensemble will perform on Jan. 18. 
On Jan. 25, in Heights Arts’ first 
gallery concert of the season, Clas-
sical Revolution Cleveland will per-
form reimagined classical, jazz and 
ragtime works by composers such 
as Amy Beach, George Gershwin, 
Kurt Weill, Scott Joplin, and Django 
Reinhardt.
 For more information on Heights 
Arts community programs and 
events, including house concerts, 
gallery performances and outreach, 
visit www.heightsarts.org.

Lauren Freeman is a marketing intern at 
Heights Arts.

Lauren Freeman

In 2000, local residents who were 
committed to the arts and their 
community combined those passions 
and founded Heights Arts, with a 
mission to inspire all ages to engage 
in the arts, tap into the potential 
of local artists, and make a positive 
impact on overall community life.  
 Thanks to the support of an 
ever-growing community, 20 years 
later, Heights Arts continues to up-
hold the same mission and values, in 
service to local musicians, poets and 
visual artists.
 Heights Arts turns 20 in 2020. 
To kick off a yearlong celebration, the 
first exhibition of the new year, Point-
Line-Pattern-Plane, opens Friday, Jan. 
17, with a reception from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Curated by fiber artist and Kent State 
University textile arts professor Jan-
ice Lessman-Moss, winner of a 2019 
Cleveland Arts Prize, this exhibition 
highlights a wide range of expression 
and innovation achieved by regional 
artists using the distinctive material-
ity and processes associated with the 
medium of fiber.
 Lessman-Moss said, “I was 
pleased to be invited by Heights Arts 
to curate an exhibition of work in 
textile media, to present work by re-
nowned artist Hildur Jonsson, while 
reacquainting Northeast Ohio audi-
ences [with] the weavings of Laurie 
Addis. Emerging textile artist Katlin 
Rothacher, and Elena Brebenel, a 
new colleague in interdisciplinary 
textiles at Kent State University, will 
provide additional perspectives that 
build on the legacy of the processes 
and histories of textiles.” Other art-

HEIGHTS ARTS

Ragged, by Laurie Addis, is featured in the 
textiles exhibition Point–Line–Pattern–Plane. Mr. Yo-Yo, by Spotlight artist Sean Jason Kelley.
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SUITES AVAILABLE 

 
12000 Fairhill Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 
office@montlackrealty.com 

 

Shaker Heights 
Cleveland Heights 
Lakewood 
Cleveland 

• Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 
• Walking distance to CWRU, 

Shaker Square and RTA 
• Refinished Kitchens 
• Hardwood Floors 
• Parking 
• Laundry Facilities 
• Dishwasher and Disposal 

 

“All together 
sunny, spacious, 

superbly 
maintained 

and well 
located 

apartments!” 

Every TUESDAY Night
8 pm

THE TAVERN COMPANY 

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	
check	eligibility	at	

Literacycoopera6ve.org	
for	registra6on	informa6on	
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Local
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HEIGHTS ARTS

‘Skeleton Crew’ in Cleveland 
premiere at Dobama Theatre
Colin Anderson

Dobama Theatre will 
present the Cleve-
land premiere of the 
Obie Award-winning 
“Skeleton Crew,” Jan. 
24 through Feb. 16. 
Part of Dominique Morisseau’s three-
play cycle, “The Detroit Project,” 
Dobama’s production will be directed 
by Nina Domingue.
 The play, which The New York 
Times called “a deeply moral and deeply 
American play . . . squarely in the tradi-
tion of Arthur Miller,” is set in a strug-
gling Detroit automotive plant during 
the peak of the 2008 recession. A few 
remaining workers are trying to figure 
out how to move forward if the plant 
goes under. Shanita has to decide how 
she’ll support herself and her unborn 
child, Faye has to find a place to live, 
and Dez has to figure out how to make 
his ambitious dreams a reality. Power 
dynamics shift as their manager, Reg-
gie, is torn between doing right by 
his work family and by his own. (The 
struggle is familiar to Clevelanders, 
with recent plant closures like that at 
Lordstown General Motors directly 
impacting the community.)
 Morisseau’s plays have been pro-
duced all over Cleveland this past year, 
including at Cleveland Play House 
and Karamu House. Dobama, which 
produced her play “Sunset Baby” in 
September 2018, is proud to produce 
another of her works.
 This past October, the playwright 
spoke at The City Club of Cleveland 
about using art as a tool for social 
change, staking the claim that art can 
draw attention to problems that we 
might believe have already been solved. 
“The plays I write, they become im-
portant, even when I think I’m writing 
about the past,” she said. “And I think 
that says more about society than it 
does about me.”
 Morisseau’s “The Detroit Project” 
comprises “Skeleton Crew,” “Paradise 
Blue,” and “Detroit ’67.” She drew 
inspiration for all three plays from 
playwrights August Wilson and Pearl 
Clague, setting out to tell the stories 
of Black lives from impoverished post-
industrial communities in a way that 
centers their humanity.
 Growing up in Detroit, Morisseau 

has a special affinity for bringing those 
stories to life. “[Detroit is] what I know 
and for me it is about humanizing a 
people that have been dehumanized 
in our media and social narrative,” she 
stated. 
 An alumna of The Public Theater 
Emerging Writer’s Group, Women’s 
Project Lab, and Lark Playwrights 
Workshop, Morisseau has developed 
work at Sundance Lab, Williamstown 
Theatre Festival and Eugene O’Neill 
Theatre Center’s National Playwrights 
Conference. She recently served as 
co-producer on the Showtime series 
“Shameless.”
 Her many awards include two 
Obie awards, a Ford Foundation 
Art of Change Fellowship, Variety’s 
Women of Impact for 2017–18, and a 
MacArthur Genius Grant. She is also 
the Tony-nominated book writer for 
the new Broadway musical “Ain’t Too 
Proud – The Life and Times of the 
Temptations.”
 Dobama’s production of “Skeleton 
Crew” features Lisa Louise Langford, 
Ananias J. Dixon, Mary-Francis Miller 
and Robert Hunter. 
 Performances are Thursdays at 
7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
p.m., and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $32 to $38, with senior, student and 
military discounts available.
 On Sunday, Jan. 26, at 7:30 p.m., 
Dobama will offer a pay-as-you-can 
performance as part of its effort to 
remove economic barriers and make 
its productions accessible to everyone. 
Additionally, one hour prior to all 
performances, all remaining tickets 
will be available at the box office at the 
pay-what-you-can rate of $1 or more.
 Call the Dobama box office at 
216-932-3396 or visit www.dobama.org 
for more information or to purchase 
tickets.

Colin Anderson is the general manager of 
Dobama Theatre and a graduate of Ober-
lin College. His training is in directing and 
dramatic literature.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 
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For healthy, beautiful trees next spring, the time to 
care for them is now. Let our Certified Arborists assess 
your valuable canopy. Call today.

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems

Disease Identification
Immunization 
Stump Grinding 

Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion 
& more ...

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services
ISA Certified

Arborist
#OH-6536A

since 2001

Winter is Pruning Season

REALTORS

THE

Proudly selling the Heights since 2001

216.233.6726   TheMcKeonGroup.com

Shop local. Play Local. Hire Local.

Meredith Babel Mike McKeon Eileen McKeon Britt Bodager

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm 

boltandspool.com

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties
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www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

 

Tax Planning & Preparation 
Bookkeeping  

Fixed & *Variable Annuities 
Retirement Solutions 

* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
* Securities offered through HD. Vest Investment ServicesSM

 Member SlPC 
 Investment & Insurance Products:  Not FDIC Insured.
 No Bank Guarantee.  May Lose Value. 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
Investment Company Representative 

2121 South Green Road 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
PH: 216.382.9647 
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com 

Platinum Construction 
COMPLETE 2-Car Garage $8,999 

Concrete Driveways $2,999 
 

LARGEST GARAGE BUILDER  
IN CLEVELAND 

(216) 459-0000 

platinum306@gmail.com 

www.building-garages.com 

 Gutter Guru 
Professional Gutter Cleaning 

Local Cleveland Heights Business 

Brooks Jones III 

216-543-4113  (mobile) 

bmj386@gmail.com 

  

 

BEST HARDWOOD  IN NORTHEAST OHIO 
 

440-346-5111 

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Book Flower Clown for your 
next event. 

A fixture in the Heights 
Events and parties 

440-944-0278  

www.flower-entertainment.com  

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds  
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 
info@friendsheightslibraries.org 

216-932-3600 x1234 

WAREHOUSE BEVERAGE 

 Wine & Brewing Supplies 
 Imported Wines 
 Large Selection of Imported 

and Craft Beers 

Kenny 
4364 Mayfield Road 

South Euclid, OH  44121 
216.382.2400 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS  

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

Tech Lighting, Inc. 
A Complete Lighting  

Sales & Service Company 

(216) 956-2502 
Ask for Shawn  

 

    Landscape lighting, design 
       and installation 
    Fixture cleaning 

    Fixture and lamp repair 

    Lighting sales 

 

Shop  
Local
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January’s cold reminder of school

SONGS AND 
STORIES

still nice. Octobers weren’t so good, 
either, because I could only look ahead 
to all these many more months of this. 
November held slight promise, with 
an upcoming break (including a lot of 
food) toward the end of the month. De-
cember was one of the better months, 
relatively, because of vacation for half 
the month. Plus, there was always a 
winter concert—band at Roosevelt Ju-
nior High and choir at Heights High—
to look forward to participating in. And 
those musical organizations were the 
reasons I went to school. Well, those 
and the law.
 But January was the worst. There 
were no more holiday breaks for four 
months; and it was the coldest part of 
the year, which I knew would be the 
case for the next few months—making 
my way to and from school in freezing 
temperatures, strong winds and snow, 
sleet, slush and ice. The outlook was 
just bleak.
 On weekends, my friends would 
want to go ice skating at the frozen-
over Cumberland Pool parking lot. I 
hated that, too—I didn’t skate, so I’d 
stand or sit there freezing. Or sledding 
at Cain Park, down the big hill at the 
Taylor Road end. At least I’d get to have 
a fast ride, for about six seconds, a few 
times. More like two times, actually, 
because by then I’d be covered with 
snow, making me even more uncom-
fortable.
 So, from the first day of kindergar-
ten, I was waiting for the day I could, 
finally, quit school. And everyone knew 
it. Which is why my old friends all 

David Budin

I write fairly often, in this column, 
about how much I disliked school. 
Some people may think I overdo 
it. Because how could anyone hate 
school that much? It might make 
you feel better to know that, well 
. . . I really did hate school that 
much—because, I mean, at least 
you know I’m being sincere. And 
some may think I’m setting a bad 
example for kids who read this col-
umn. Well, it might make you feel 
better to know that, well . . . kids 
don’t read this column.
 So, having gotten that out of 
the way, it’s that time again. Be-
cause whenever it’s January, which, 
for me, happens approximately 
once a year, I remember more than 
ever how much I hated school. That 
time frame spans the very first day 
of kindergarten to the day before 
the day I quit high school, on June 
1 of my so-called “12th-grade” year 
(so-called because I didn’t have 
enough credits to graduate that 
year, anyway).
 Septembers were really bad, 
too, for, I think, obvious reasons: 
I had to return to this dreaded 
drudgery after three months of 
freedom. Plus, the weather was 

thought it was 
hilarious when 
my kids started 
going to school 
a nd  I  b e g a n 
v o l u nte er i n g 
for everything 
in the schools. 
W h e n  t h e y 
were in Rox-
boro Elementary School and Ruffing 
Montessori, I was often the ”room 
mother” in my kids’ classes. And I 
often worked on the schools’ fund-
raisers. When they were in Roxboro 
and Ruffing’s middle schools, I came 
in and lectured to classes on topics 
ranging from Colonial cooking to 
life in the late ’60s, and worked on 
fundraisers, and put together one 
school’s newsletter, and so on.
 In their eight consecutive 
Heights High years, I volunteered 
for everything I could—lecturing to 
journalism and social studies classes, 
becoming co-president of the Band 
and Orchestra Parents Organiza-
tion, helping to launch the Vocal 
Arts Parents Organization, run-
ning the concession stand at all the 
swim meets, and many more things. 
At the end of my son’s first year at 
Heights, my mother, at his orchestra 
concert, said to me, “You’ve been 
in this building more this year than 
you were in your last year of school.” 
It was literally true.
 My friends thought it was funny, 
but I wasn’t doing it because I was 
suddenly imbued with school spirit. 
I was also there to advocate for my 
own kids, which you need to do. 

And I was there to try to identify 
and possibly help kids who were 
like me; like the way I had been in 
school. That’s why I got involved 
in the music groups. And it’s why 
I also found many opportunities 
to mentor kids. And why I helped 
create a scholarship award for kids 
like me: talented musicians or artists 
whose priorities were not necessarily 
academic.
 And if there were ever any prob-
lems with my own kids, I could go 
right in and talk to the principal and, 
more easily, straighten things out. 
Another time I was with my mother 
at Heights, Jim Cipolletti came up 
and said hello to me. I introduced 
them and my mother said, “Hm. Just 
like when you were in high school: 
I see the principal still knows your 
name.”

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the former 
editor of Cleveland Magazine and North-
ern Ohio Live, an au-
thor, and a professional 
musician and comedian.
His writing focuses on 
the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

OHIO EXCELLENCE
IN JOURNALISM AWARDS

2019

BEST COLUMN

Kids (and adults) still sled down Cain Park’s big hill. And I still avoid doing 
that. It was hard enough for me just to get out of my car and take this picture.
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Vote for your favorite 
Heights businesses! 

 
Write in the names of your favorite Heights  
businesses or visit www.futureheights.org to 
complete the online ballot. 
 

Deadline for ballot submission: 
February 15, 2020 
 

Please Note! 
Although this is a write-in ballot, we are only 
considering businesses that are located within 
the city boundaries of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights. 
 

One ballot per person. 
 

In order for your ballot to be counted, you must 
vote for at least half (6) of the ballot categories 
and include your name and contact information. 
Ballots not meeting these requirements will be 
considered invalid. 
 

Mail your ballot to: 
FutureHeights 
2843 Washington Blvd. #105 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Or scan and e-mail your ballot to: 
info@futureheights.org  
 
Questions? Call 216-320-1423 
Name:______________________________ 

Address:____________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________ 

E-mail:_____________________________ 

If you are a business owner or operator, name of 
business: ___________________________ 

Best New Restaurant or Bar 

Best New Business (other) 

Best Business to Help You Keep Your New Year’s Resolution 

Best Place to Go in a Snow Storm 

Best Outdoor Dining 

Best Takeout 

Best Eco-Conscious Business  

Best Community-Conscious Business 

Best Beautiful Storefront 

Best Cleveland Heights Business 

Best University Heights Business 

Best Heights Vibe 

Bonus Questions:  
What is your favorite Heights business? 
Why? 
 
 
 
 
What new business would you like to see 
in the Heights? Why? (Let us know if you 
have a specific neighborhood or building 
in mind.) 
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