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Project inspires hope, one letter at a time
Michael Bennett

Cleveland Heights resident Allison 
Meyer is not one to give up.
	 She	wants	to	help	others	find	the	
kind of hope that sustained her after her 
mother’s untimely death, and through 
a career change, law school and anxiety 
about telling her story.
 Meyer created Never, Ever Give 
Up Cleveland as a storytelling and in-
spirational platform where people can 
describe how they persevered through 
life’s challenges. The project collects and 
shares anonymous stories, all respond-
ing to the prompt: What is the hardest 
thing you ever had to do?
 “If you don’t tell people what’s going 
on and let someone help you carry the 
burden, you’re left to carry it yourself 
and it can get really heavy,” said Meyer. 
“The courage to share about your hard 
times	might	just	help	someone	else	find	
hope.”
 When she launched the project in 
2018, she hadn’t counted on readers re-
acting to the stories by sharing their own 
experiences, as well as support for the 
writers. Since then, more than 700 sto-
ries and responses have come through 

the website www.neverevergiveupcle.
com, as well as Instagram, Facebook, 
e-mail,	and	at	events.	They’ve	also	been	
dropped in a special mailbox.
 In 2018, Meyer didn’t know what 
to expect when she took the open mic 

stage at a Story Club Cleveland event. 
Her mom had died two years earlier. 
Meyer, who had grown up in Strongsville, 
had left a job in Chicago, moved to Cleve-
land Heights, and started law school at 

The mailbox brightened up the lawn in front of the Heights Libraries branch at Coventry Road and 
Euclid Heights Boulevard this spring.

continued on page 9

Neighbors create new mini-park on Noble

Brenda H. May

A	new	mini-park	is	shaping	up	at	the	
corner of Roanoke and Noble roads 
in Cleveland Heights, where Laura 
Marks of Heights Tree People, and 
Barb Sosnowski of Noble Neighbors 
Gardeners, are turning a vacant lot 
into a place of beauty and delight.
 Their plan includes enhancing 

Laura Marks and Barb Sosnowski create a new space in a vacant lot at Noble and Roanoke roads.
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the crushed brick on the park’s di-
agonal walkway by adding river rocks 
with fossilized ripples. A gathering 
area with a picnic table will be placed 
near the center of the walkway, and 
shade will be provided by ornamental 
trees planted by the city.
 Sosnowski and Marks had sepa-
rately considered how to transform 

continued on page 6

CH narrows council 
search to 4 finalists

University Heights cancels summer events
Mike Cook

Citing the health risks of holding 
large events during a pandemic, 
University Heights Mayor Michael 
Dylan Brennan announced on May 
14	 that	 all	 city-sponsored	 events	
will be canceled through Labor Day. 
In addition, he announced that the 
Beryl E. Rothschild Pool at Purvis 
Park will not open in 2020.
 Among the canceled events in 
University Heights are:
•		The	Summer	Concert	Series,	 in-

cluding shows at Walter Stinson 

Community Park and at John 
Carroll University

•		Tennis	lessons
•		Yoga	Tuesdays	at	The	Walt
•		Family	Movie	Nights	at	The	Walt
•		Arts	&	Crafts	at	the	Park
•	Touch-a-Truck
•	National	Night	Out
•		Senior	Happenings	with	Mr.	Wal-

ter Stinson
•	B’nai	B’rith	Health	Run
 The city previously announced 
the cancellation of its 2020 Memo-
rial Day Parade.
 Permits for block parties, pa-

rades, and garage and yard sales 
were previously suspended, and 

continued on page 12

Kim Sergio Inglis

On	May	21,	in	a	Facebook	post,	Cleve-
land Heights Mayor Jason Stein an-
nounced	that	he	and	the	other	five	cur-
rent members of CH City Council had 
narrowed	 the	field	of	 applicants	 for	
the	open	council	seat	to	four	finalists,	
out	of	22	who	applied.	The	finalists	are	
Craig Cobb, Anthony Cuda, Anthony 
Mattox Jr. and Robert Koonce.
 Next, according to Stein, council 
will remotely interview the four can-
didates. In his Facebook post, Stein 
stated that next step, to take place 
“in the next week or so,” would be an 
executive	session	(closed	to	the	public)	
interview with council. After that, 
stated	Stein,	“[W]e	will	make	a	final	
determination and then plan for the 
swearing-in	ceremony.”
	 Of	the	22	applicants,	three	with-
drew; the other 19 each participated in 
a video interview process, conducted 
by the League of Women Voters. 
Those videos, as well as each candi-
date’s application, can be viewed at 
www.clevelandheights.com/1144/City-
Council-Applicants.
 At the May 18 CH City Council 
Committee of the Whole meeting, 
held remotely, the council vacancy was 
item two on the agenda.
 Council resumed where it had left 
off	at	a	prior	meeting,	with	a	continua-
tion of a discussion on whether to con-
duct a background check on applicants 
and, if so, what parameters to include 
and	how	to	carry	out	the	check—using	
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OpINION

About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary 
newspaper;	it	is	a	nonprofit	publication	
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Observer	has	no	writing	staff;	
it	is	written	by	you—the	readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or 
with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our	volunteer	editors	will	make	sure	
it’s ready to publish and contact you 
with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something	specific	to	our	two	cities.
•		To	make	a	submission	of	any	kind,	go	

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•		For	information	about	writing	style,	
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an	Observer”	at	the	left.	For	questions	
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights	office	at	216-320-1423	
or	e-mail	info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
July issue must be submitted by June 
15. We publish some articles online as 
they	come	in—and	still	consider	them	
for the next print issue. We also publish 
an	e-newsletter	each	Tuesday.

Bob Rosenbaum

Who	doesn’t	remember	the	rite-
of-passage	rituals	from	senior	year	
of high school? Prom, senior day 
for sports, senior skip day and, of 
course, commencement.
 This year’s graduating seniors 
didn’t get any of that. Someday 
they’ll wear it as a badge of honor, 
but for now it just stinks.
 We wanted to do something 
celebratory for these young men 
and women of our community, 
which is the point of the “Senior 
Shout	Outs”	on	pages	14	and	15.
 This idea came together at the 
last minute. The opportunity was 
open to anybody graduating from 
any	high	school	in	the	area—pub-
lic or private. Unfortunately, we 
only had a week to get the word 
out, which wasn’t enough time for 
it	to	filter	through	the	contacts	at	
the many schools that kids in our 

Recognizing our graduating seniors
OpENINg 
THE OBSERvER

community attend.

Due to numerous 
requests, we’re offer-
ing the Senior Shout 
Outs again in July. 

Details at  
bit.ly/observergrads 

 The	shout-outs	were	paid	for 
by parents and friends, which 
helped cover the cost of printing 
the paper at a moment when ad 
sales are at their lowest point since 
2010.
 Which brings me to the state 
of the Heights Observer during this 
pandemic. The paper is supported 
entirely through advertising rev-
enue. The biggest advertising 
losses for us have been the many 
special events that get promoted 
in our pages, plus, of course, bars 
and restaurants.
 A few advertisers have come 
back with this issue, and we’re 
glad to see them open again for 
business. A few others have already 
told me they plan to be back in July.

 But even with commerce 
slowly ramping up, we’re a long 
way from holding the amazing 
variety	of	festivals,	benefits,	fun-
draisers and special occasions 
that usually fill the Observer’s 
pages.
 I’m certain better days are 
ahead, but it’s going to take the 
Observer a long time to get back 
to where it was before the pan-
demic.
 For those who have been 
able to keep advertising through-
out, we can’t thank you enough. 
You’ve	made	 it	 possible	 for	 us	
to continue providing this com-
munity asset.
 Please, everybody, be pro-
active in supporting local, in-
dependent businesses. They 
give the Heights its character. 
Their owners are neighbors and 
friends, and the money we spend 
with them recirculates in the 
community to enrich us all. 

Cleveland Heights resident Bob 
Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights 
Observer Advisory Committee, and 
is responsible for its advertising sales 
and market development.

Resident foresees positive future for CH
Graig Kluge

As all of us who live in Cleveland 
Heights know, this is a unique, 
special city. 
 It has a diverse, progressive, 
open-minded	 citizenry;	 eclectic	
mix of shops, restaurants, and 
commercial establishments; and 
stunning, historic architecture. 
 I have lived here for almost half 
of my life, and much longer than 
anywhere	else	I	called	home.	I	find	
it	hard	to	 imagine	finding	a	more	
welcoming, livable, walkable city 
in	Northeast	Ohio,	or	the	country.
	 Over	 the	 years,	 Cleveland	
Heights	has	suffered	through	many	
of the same problems as other 
inner-ring	 suburbs,	 as	 the	 hous-
ing stock continues to age, taxes 
increase to support the schools 
and city government, and the infra-
structure continues to deteriorate.
 Through all of these changes, 
the city government failed to ad-
equately adjust to the changing 
times, and wanted to continue 
down the same path.
 The electorate took the initia-
tive to change the system, and a 
dedicated	group	of	citizen-leaders	
led the movement to a directly 
elected mayoral system. 
 The new system should lead to 
more-direct	 accountability	 from	
our leaders, and governmental 
transparency, both of which have 
been	 lacking	 in	 the	 current	 city-
manager system over the last few 
decades.

 Vince Reddy was absolutely 
correct	[in	his	opinion,	published	
in the May Heights Observer]	that	
the future of Cleveland Heights 
now resides in an educated, in-
formed and competent citizenry 
electing a qualified, visionary 
mayor who can stabilize Cleveland 
Heights and foster a change in 
trajectory.
	 If	we	end	up	with	a	party-cho-
sen candidate running unopposed, 
it would be the worst thing that 
could happen to our city at this 
important juncture. 
 We must strive to push for a 
number of candidates to run in this 
important election.
 The current structure and 
system led to this point where we 
needed change. We do not need 

another lifelong political operative 
looking to move one rung up on 
the ladder before moving on to the 
next step.
 I have faith in this city, and I 
know	 that	 this	 once-in-a-lifetime	
opportunity for a new mayor to 
make his or her stamp on Cleveland 
Heights will bring out the best can-
didates	for	this	difficult	endeavor.	
 I am positive about our future, 
and	I	am	confident,	as	we	approach	
our centennial celebration in 2021, 
we will elect a new mayor who will 
reflect	everything	that	is	good	and	
positive about our community.

Graig Kluge has lived in Cleveland 
Heights for almost 23 years, and enjoys 
its diversity, progressive inclusivity, 
and welcoming environment.
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Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

“Vote them out!” We hear this all the 
time. It’s an exclamation we hurl in 
anger and frustration at every govern-
ment	 office—and	 official—we	 feel	
isn’t working right, or isn’t working 
for us, or is raising taxes or cutting 
services.	Or	all	of	the	above.	During	
the	 recent	Cleveland	Heights-Uni-
versity Heights school levy campaign, 
strident cries of, “Vote them out!” 
were raised against school board 
members, despite the fact that, just 
a few months earlier, board members 
James Posch and Beverly Wright ran 
without opposition to retain their 
seats.
 Without qualified candidates 
willing to give generously of their 
time and talents, who will citizens 
be able to “vote in”? Campaigns 
alone	entail	a	significant	investment	
of time, commitment, and probably 
some of the candidate’s own money. 
No wonder people prefer to be ap-
pointed	to	office!
	 Once	one	is	appointed	or	elected	
to	office,	there	is	the	actual	work	to	
be done, for a pitifully small salary 
in the case of CH City Council, and 
no salary at all in the case of the 
CH-UH	Board	of	Education.	These	
are	demanding,	time-consuming,	and	
largely thankless jobs. Nevertheless, 
they are vitally important to local 
government, the cornerstone of 
American democracy. But democracy 
does not begin and end with voting, 
or	election	to	office.
 We reviewed the 20 applications 
and 19 video interviews submitted 
by applicants for the vacancy on 
Cleveland Heights City Council. 
Frankly, we were surprised at the lack 
of knowledge of city government 
displayed by many of the applicants. 
Apparently, few had attended council 
meetings	or	working	sessions	(known	
as	Committee	of	the	Whole).	Only	
a handful had served on any of the 
city’s dozen or so boards and com-
missions.
 Some of these, like the Charter 
Review Commission and Refuse 
and	Recycling	Task	Force,	are	time-

HEIgHTS Of 
DEMOCRaCy

limited.	Others,	such	as	the	Planning	
Commission, Citizens Advisory 
Committee, and Transportation Ad-
visory Committee, are permanent 
or	 long-standing,	 with	members	
serving	specified	terms.
 If you have the time and desire 
to	serve,	you	can	find	out	more	about	
these bodies at www.clevelandheights.
com, under the “Government” tab, 
and see if any of them match your 
experience, knowledge and interests. 
A general application for all boards 
and commissions is available there 
as well.
 Another way to contribute is to 
join and become active in a commu-
nity organization. Reaching Heights, 
the Home Repair Resource Center, 
FutureHeights, Heights Arts, and 
Friends of Lower Lake are just a few 
options.		For	specifically	democracy-
oriented organizations, consider the 
League of Women Voters or Move to 
Amend; both have active Cleveland 
Heights chapters.
 Finally, if you become aware of 
an	unmet	need	or	a	wrong-headed	
policy,	you	can	seek	out	like-minded	
people and take on the problem 
yourselves. Expect to attend a lot 
of meetings, and to be ignored or 
rebuffed	 at	first.	That’s	 all	 part	 of	
the advocacy process.
 If you have some of these expe-
riences under your belt and truly feel 
the	desire	to	run—for	school	board,	
city	council,	or	mayor—start	now	to	
learn what is required. November 
2021 is closer than we think. Watch 
meetings	 (many	 are	 live-streamed	
and	posted	afterward	on	YouTube),	
ask questions, talk to friends and ac-
quaintances. What issues do you feel 
are important? What problems need 
to be solved? What do you have to 
offer?	Do	you	have	enough	support	
to form a campaign committee? To 
raise the necessary funds? Do you 
know how to get on the ballot?
 Above all, remember that it 
takes much more than elections and 
appointments to make democracy 
work. Find your niche. Some of 
the	most	 effective	 and	 rewarding	
efforts	may	be	outside	the	electoral	
spotlight.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rauten-
berg are longtime residents of Cleveland 
Heights. Contact them at heightsdemoc-
racy@gmail.com.

Democracy is more than elections

3630 Fairmount Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, OH  44118
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I used some of my time during the 
stay-at-home	order	 to	 take	 a	 deep	
dive into data about which school 
districts lose funds to EdChoice 
vouchers—a	 state	 program	 that	
requires certain school districts 
to	 pay	 for	 private-school	 vouchers	
out	of	 the	district’s	 state-aid	 allot-
ment.	My	hours	buried	in	the	Ohio	
Department of Education website 
confirmed	in	breathtaking	terms	my	
suspicions about the unfair impact of 
this misuse of public funds.
 The EdChoice voucher program 
is	 expensive,	 affects	 some	districts	
a lot more than others, and fuels 
inequality in education funding and 
opportunities. Most of the children 
enrolled in the districts hardest hit 
by vouchers live in poverty and are 
racial minorities. How much longer 
can policymakers ignore that their 
diversion	of	public-school	funding	to	
support private education discrimi-
nates against our neediest students?
	 The	CH-UH	district	 is	 among	
the hardest hit by this threat to 
educational opportunity. It is among 
the	22	of	Ohio’s	612	school	districts	
that together carried 90 percent of 
all of this year’s EdChoice vouchers. 
Because of the lost funds, the district 
has	already	cut	more	than	$2.5	million	
from next year’s budget. Deeper cuts 
are expected.
 If public school funding per-
petuates inequality, public education 
cannot provide equal opportunity 
and cannot help this generation of 
young people overcome the nation’s 
wealth divide. EdChoice vouchers 
feed inequality by reducing funding 
for public education and increasing 
reliance on property taxes.
 EdChoice funding uses money ap-
propriated for public school students 
to	pay	private-school	 tuition.	Public	
school students get what’s left after 
the voucher bills are paid. The higher 
the number of vouchers awarded in a 
community, the greater the funding 
loss for its public school students. The 
tragedy is that the districts with the 
greatest EdChoice costs also serve the 
most vulnerable students.
 The students who need more 
educational resources are most likely 
to receive less. Their education op-
portunities are diminished in order to 
fund the legislature’s commitment to 
fund	private	education	with	public-
education dollars. 
	 Of	Ohio’s	 four	 voucher	 pro-

THE COMMON 
gOOD

Voucher costs deepen inequality
grams, EdChoice is the one that uses 
test	 scores	 to	define	voucher	access.	
Research	and	experience	confirm	that	
family	income	influences	standardized	
test results more than school factors. 
By using test results to trigger voucher 
access, the legislature created a system 
that discriminates against poor chil-
dren and the schools that serve them.
 In 2018, there were 40 districts 
with	EdChoice-designated	 schools.	
In 2019, the number increased to 140. 
After voucher zealots tinkered with 
the criteria behind closed doors, the 
number	of	districts	 for	 2020–21	was	
about to explode to more than 400. 
Some legislators pushed back, but 
didn’t	fix	the	problem.	In	the	middle	
of	 the	 pandemic-induced	 financial	
meltdown, they agreed to allow new 
vouchers only in the 140 existing 
EdChoice	 districts—a	 designation	
virtually impossible to escape once a 
district is trapped within.
 To understand who will carry the 
load from this decision, I focused on 
the 40 districts that have been under 
EdChoice for at least three years, be-
cause they have already given up funds 
for multiple years. They account for 
6	percent	of	Ohio’s	 school	districts.	
This small group of districts carried 94 
percent of the voucher load this school 
year,	and	22	of	the	hardest-hit	districts	
(including	CH-UH)	within	this	group	
carried 90 percent of the load.
 The longtime EdChoice districts 
transferred	more	 than	 $138	million	
from their allotments of state aid to 
fund more than 27,000 vouchers. The 
other 100 EdChoice districts paid for 
2,000 vouchers, while the other 472 
districts didn’t lose a dime. Next year’s 
new EdChoice vouchers are likely to 
be concentrated in the communities 
where there is a demonstrated local 
demand for vouchers, districts that 
are already losing their shirts.
 What makes this even more tragic 
is	 that	 the	majority	of	public-school	
students	 in	 the	hardest-hit	 districts	
live in poverty. That’s what put them 
in	this	trap	in	the	first	place.	A	second	
devastating reality is that the majority 
of students enrolled in 29 of these dis-
tricts	are	not	white.	Our	poorest	and	
most racially diverse communities are 
the most vulnerable to this assault on 
educational opportunity.
	 The	disparate	effect	of	EdChoice	
vouchers on education opportunity is 
a form of structural inequality that the 
state legislature refuses to end. How 
do we compel it to make strong public 
schools a priority?  

Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights and the former director 
of Reaching Heights. She is active in the 
Heights Coalition for Public Education 
and the League of Women Voters.
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Education funding is in crisis
a TEaCHER’S 
vOiCE

Ari Klein

It is amazing how adaptable people 
have been during this global pandemic. 
In our school district we are learning 
new ways to do our jobs, trying new 
ways to reach our students and their 
families, and adapting to changing 
parameters. We’ve had to be creative 
and	flexible.	It	has	been	especially	chal-
lenging for our union members who are 
caring for their own children at home, 
while working remotely, which, many 
teachers report is much harder than 
being in the classroom. 
 We are currently considering 
several scenarios for opening school in 
August. It is impossible to know what 
will change between now and then, so 
the need for contingency plans is great. 
 In all likelihood, school will be 
different	from	the	past.	Class	size,	for	
example, may be limited for everyone’s 
safety. Whatever happens, there will 
be a need for resources; not only for 
instruction, but for student health, as 
well.	 Staff	may	be	needed	 to	ensure	
students are healthy when they enter 
the building, and to maintain a physi-
cal	distance	between	them.	Staff	will	
surely be needed to provide more 
cleaning and sanitizing than during 
normal times. Social and emotional 
support will be essential because so 
many young people are experiencing 
heightened anxiety.
	 The	other	reality	for	the	CH-UH	
school district is that we have just 
eliminated seven elementary specialist 
positions, and several retirees will not 
be replaced. Because the community 
defeated the levy in April, we can’t 
depend on additional revenue for 2021. 
 While we are being flexible in 
our own district, the state continues 
to play the same money game it has 
for the past several years. This school 
year	CH-UH	lost	over	$12	million	to	
voucher programs and charter schools.
 EdChoice vouchers will continue 
to expand by allowing the siblings of 
current voucher students to enroll in 
the program, as well as allowing in-
coming	kindergarten	and	ninth-grade	
students	to	participate.	CH-UH	will	

lose	at	least	another	$1	million	dollars	
next school year. 
 Further state cuts are looming 
because the pandemic undermined the 
financial	stability	of	so	many	workers	
and businesses. Education is taking 
one of the largest hits from proposed 
state budget cuts. As of this writing, 
Gov.	DeWine	has	proposed	$300	mil-
lion in cuts to districts for the current 
school	year.	For	CH-UH	this	translates	
to	$215	per	student.	
 If the state takes this money 
away from our allocation for each of 
the 5,000 students we serve, we lose 
another	$1	million.	 It	 is	 important	 to	
know several facts: The state allocates 
foundation aid based on the total num-
ber of students enrolled in our district 
during the last school year, and includes 
students receiving vouchers or attend-
ing a charter school. The aid amounts to 
$3,238	per	student.	EdChoice	vouchers	
cost	us	between	$4,850	and	$6,000	per	
student. Petersen and autism vouchers 
can	 take	up	 to	$27,000.	Charter	 stu-
dents	take	$6,020.	
 You	will	notice	that	each	of	these	
numbers	exceeds	the	per-pupil	funding	
we receive from the state. The governor’s 
current proposal will cost the district 
an	additional	$215	for	each	voucher	and	
charter student. Private and parochial 
schools	are	not	required	to	sacrifice	at	all	
in	this	round	of	cuts.	CH-UH	is	slapped	
with	an	additional	loss	of	$344,000	for	
students we don’t educate.
 We are forced to become more cre-
ative	and	flexible	in	our	district,	but	the	
state keeps playing the same tune. How 
is it fair to take more local money to pay 
for students to go to parochial and pri-
vate schools? Even during a pandemic, 
when economic realities have changed 
drastically, our governor and legislators 
do more harm than good. 
 In the coming school year, we can 
anticipate enormous cuts to our foun-
dation	aid.	I	am	hopeful	state	officials	
will	hear	from	many	CH-UH	residents	
about their concerns and demand that 
the	 state	 use	 the	 rainy-day	 fund	 to	
avoid education cuts. At the very least, 
it would seem only fair that the same 
cuts to public schools be applied to the 
voucher and charter school programs.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community mem-
ber, math teacher at Cleveland Heights 
High School, and president of the Cleve-
land Heights Teachers Union.
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BOE should better manage school funds
Charles Drake

Now that the election is over, I 
think it time FutureHeights and 
the Cleveland Heights League of 
Women Voters open their eyes 
to the internal management de-
cisions	 of	 the	CH-UH	Board	 of	
Education	 (BOE).	 I,	 like	 almost	
all residents of the school district, 
want our district to succeed. But 
I am concerned that higher taxes 
are a deterrent to attracting young 
families to the Heights.
	 CH-UH	BOE	members,	past	
and present, have done grievous 
damage to the school system they 
were	elected	to	oversee	[by	failing]	
to manage the funds entrusted to 
them,	for	the	benefit	of	our	chil-
dren, in a practical manner.
 The following items were 
NOT	covered	by	the	management	
letters	presented	to	the	BOE	at	the	
completion	of	the	annual	financial	
audit, but were uncovered through 
document requests made to Scott 
Gainer, district treasurer, who 
promptly complied with the law 
and responded to these requests.
	 1.	Our	teachers	and	administra-
tors receive generous compensa-
tion packages. The administra-
tors	 participate	 in	 SERS	 (State	
Employee	 Retirement	 System).	
The	district	pays	14%	of	salaries	to	
SERS as its employer contribution. 
Did you know that the district also 
pays	the	EMPLOYEE	portion—an	
additional	 10%—to	 SERS?	Yes,	
that	 is	 the	 full	 24%	contribution	
to SERS and the district pays all 
of it. Does your employer do that? 
This	10%	means	TAXPAYERS	are	
incurring additional costs of more 
than	$410,000	per	year;	over	five	
years	that	is	more	than	$2	million.	
The	 BOE	 recently	 gave	 layoff	
notices to eight teachers whose 
annual	 salaries	 total	 $417,390.
If administrators paid their own 
employee portion of their contri-
bution, these teachers could be 
retained to educate our students.
	 Teachers	pay	into	STRS	(State	
Teachers	 Retirement	 System).	
Teacher	 contribution	 is	 14%	 of	
their annual compensation, which 
the	BOE	matches	 in	 full,	 but	 in	
addition	to	its	14%	employer	con-
tribution,	the	board	also	pays	1%	of	
the teachers’ contribution. I have 

[asked]	what	 this	 1%	 totals,	 but	
have not received an answer yet.
 2. In addition to generous pay 
and retirement contributions, our 
teachers and administrators re-
ceive an unbelievable health care 
package. The annual cost for medi-
cal	coverage	for	a	[CH-UH	district	
employee’s]	 family	 is	 $31,065.12.	
The	 employee	 pays	 only	 $1,850	
annually,	just	6%	of	the	cost.	The	
school district pays an astounding 
$29,215.12,	94%	of	 the	 total	 cost.	
Does your employer do that? For 
an individual, the cost of coverage 
is	$11,505.84;	of	that,	the	employee	
pays	 $700.	 If	 district	 employees	
were	 required	 to	 pay	 16%	of	 the	
annual premium, which is what 
most employers require, this would 
save	in	excess	of	$3	million	per	year.	
In other words, we would ask the 
single	employee	to	pay	$1,844	an-
nually, and an employee needing 
family	coverage	would	pay	$4,970	
annually/$414	monthly.
 These contracts were nego-
tiated	 on	 the	 BOE’s	 behalf	 by	
Treasurer Scott Gainer, Assistant 
Superintendent Paul Lombardo, 
and other employees of the school 
system,	 not	 the	BOE.	 [A	 federal	
mediator is also involved in the 
negotiation process, as an indepen-
dent	facilitator.]	
	 No	BOE	member	was	on	either	
negotiating team. The board has 
allowed the taxpayers’ money to be 
thrown away because the negotiat-
ing	team	receives	the	same	benefits	
that are negotiated. This is an act 
of malfeasance and breach of each 
BOE	member’s	fiduciary	responsi-
bility to our students and citizens.
 Anyone reviewing the Auditor 
of State’s management letters ac-
companying its audits for the past 
five	 years	 (2014–16)	 can	 clearly	
see that material shortcomings 
were noted. The board took no 
action	[regarding]	these	shortfalls.	
Despite	 knowing	 this,	 the	BOE	
gave increases to the individuals 
responsible	for	the	board’s	finan-
cial	records.	A	search	of	the	Ohio	
Auditor	 of	 State’s	website	 finds	
the last performance audit was in 
1999.

Charles C. Drake is a 1970 graduate of 
Heights High. His two adult daughters 
also graduated from the school.

the	 lot	 into	 a	 community-building	
asset. They shared their ideas with 
the Noble Corridor brainstorming 
group, a project initiated by Jill Ta-
tem, in response to the Noble Road 
Corridor Planning process, led by 
FutureHeights last year.  Discovering 
their mutual interests and priorities 
for the lot, Sosnowski and Marks 
teamed up. They got started by col-
lecting ideas from neighbors, shop-
owners and their customers, and city 
staff	from	several	departments.
 Funding from FutureHeights’ 
neighborhood	mini-grant	 program	
will be used to purchase solar light-
ing and pay a local artist to create 
furniture for the children’s area. 
“So many neighbors and passersby 
are telling us how much they enjoy 
the project,” Sosnowski noted. “We 
welcome community input and 
have already seen neighbors come 
add their touches,” added Marks. A 
naming contest will be held later this 
year.
 The formerly straight retaining 
wall at the rear of the property has 
been reconstructed with a curve. In a 
nod to the nearby quarries that once 
supplied building materials to Cleve-
land Heights, the wall comprises 
bluestone and Berea sandstone. 
Plants along the reconstructed wall 
will include pollinators and native 
species, like those featured in Green 
Noble, Tom Gibson’s pocket pol-
linator garden project in the Noble 
neighborhood. Edible landscaping is 
also being considered, in association 
with the Noble Gardeners’ Market.
 A children’s area, with seating 

made from natural materials, and 
a little free library will be a part of 
the park. Heights Tree People has 
planted a white pine in a rear corner 
to provide habitat for winter wildlife 
and privacy for adjoining residences. 
A	rain	barrel,	filled	by	the	roof	of	a	
neighboring commercial property, 
will be used to water the new land-
scaping.
 The lot was previously the 
site of a gas station. The city of 
Cleveland Heights acquired the lot 
in 2015, cleaned it up and installed 
a few landscape elements, while 
holding the lot for future develop-
ment. Sosnowski installed the park’s 
corner perennial garden using plant 
material donated by home garden-
ers. That garden, along with four 
other public perennial gardens, are 
maintained by a group of Noble 
neighbors.
 Since those initial landscape 
elements were added, the space has 
been used for the Noble Gardeners’ 
Market, an outdoor produce and 
flower	market	 where	 home-	 and	
community-garden	 growers	 sell	 to	
neighbors. Noble Neighbors held 
a meeting there in the summer of 
2019,	but	no	other	significant	uses	
have yet emerged.
 For more information about 
Noble Neighbors and the Noble 
Gardeners’ Market, visit www.noble-
neighbors.com. Heights Tree People 
and Green Noble can be found on 
Facebook.

Brenda H. May is one of the leaders of 
Noble Neighbors.

noble continued from page 1
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University Heights celebrates Class of 2020

Mike Cook

To put it mildly, senior year for the 
high school Class of 2020 has not 
gone according to plan. Students 
should	be	relishing	their	final	weeks	
of classes with their friends and 
teachers. They should be enjoy-
ing softball games, concerts, and 
award ceremonies. There should be 
“promposals,” there should be big 
commencement ceremonies, fol-
lowed by graduation parties.
 This pandemic derailed so 
much.
	 “We	here	at	City	Hall	can’t	fix	
any of that,” University Heights 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan said, 
“but we’d like to do something nice 
for the Class of 2020.”
 All high school seniors living 
in University Heights are invited 
to participate in the city’s Senior 
Spotlight program. UH City Hall 
staff	will	 produce	write-ups	 on	 lo-
cal seniors to share on social media 
accounts. The features on seniors 
are also available at www.university-
heights.com/seniorspotlight.
 As many seniors as possible 
will be included in the July issue 
of Mosaic, the University Heights 
magazine.	One	senior,	and	his	or	her	
parents, will appear on the cover of 
the magazine.
 To be included, seniors should 
answer all of the following questions:
•	Name
•	High	School
•	Extra-curricular	activities
•	Activities	outside	of	school

Bryson Simpson is among the seniors participat-
ing in UH’s Senior Spotlight. a cross-country 
and track and field star at gilmour academy, 
Simpson won many awards for his volunteer 
work. He will attend the College of Wooster 
this fall.

•	Favorite	class	and	teacher
•		What	 will	 you	 remember	most	

about being a senior during this 
pandemic?

•		What	 will	 you	miss	most	 about	
high school?

•		What	message	 of	 thanks	 would	
you like to share with your parents, 
siblings or other relatives?

•		Plans	after	graduation	(college	and/
or	career)

 Seniors should send their re-
sponses,	and	a	high-resolution	pho-
tograph,	 to	 mcook@university-
heights.com.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Uni-
versity Heights.

Zoom into UH with city backdrops

Mike Cook

The	COVID-19	 pandemic	 has	 in-
troduced many people to Zoom 
meetings.	Whether	it’s	a	weekly	staff	
meeting, a quarterly book club, or an 
interview, Zoom has become part of 
the pandemic culture.
 To enhance Zoom meetings with 
some University Heights civic pride, 
Zoom backgrounds depicting the 
city are now available for download 
on the University Heights City Hall 
Facebook page.
 Backgrounds include Walter 
Stinson Community Park, John 

Sunset over University Heights is one of the Zoom backgrounds available.

Carroll	University	(JCU)	scenes,	the	
University Heights Library, as well as 
Bialy’s Bagels, Los Arcos, and Jack’s 
Deli	&	Restaurant.
 Video backgrounds are also avail-
able, including drone footage of JCU, 
plus shots featuring the city’s brand 
ambassador, Cooper.
 The UH Zoom backgrounds are 
available in the photo album section 
on the city’s Facebook page, at www.
facebook.com/UniversityHeightsCityHall.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Univer-
sity Heights.
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You’ll miss ‘em when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even better 
at keeping them healthy & beautiful  

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services
Free Estimates

Full Residential Services

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems

Disease Identification
Immunization 
Stump Grinding 

Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion 
& more ...

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

since 2001

info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com

CH crime rates drop for 7th year in a row
Bob Rosenbaum

For the seventh consecutive year, 
the incidence of serious crime in 
Cleveland Heights continued to 
drop in 2019, hitting its lowest level 
since the police department began 
keeping credible statistics in 2011.
 The 71 violent crimes reported 
in 2019 were a 24 percent decrease 
from the year before. Property 
crimes were down slightly, at 702 
compared to 714 the year before.
 The number of burglaries 
jumped	last	year	to	114	from	just	63	
in 2018. But, that’s due to a change 
in the way incidents are being 
classified,	 according	 to	Cleveland	
Heights Police Chief Annette 
Mecklenburg.
 The FBI, which is in charge of 
compiling nationwide crime statis-
tics, has a rigorous set of guidelines 
for categorizing incidents. Begin-
ning in 2021, the burglary category 
will be expanded to include break-
ing-and-entering.	Mecklenburg	
said the CHPD began using the 
new standard last year. Under the 
old standards, the number would 
have	been	58—down	from	the	year	
before.
 Mecklenburg attributes the 
positive trend to improved moni-
toring of criminal activity, and tar-
geting areas in the city where data 
show pockets of crimes.

 “We have found that, many 
times,	 offenders	will	 continue	 to	
commit these crimes until they are 
apprehended,”	she	said.	“Our	detec-
tives work very hard to solve their 
cases, and when we are able to make 
an arrest, we are ultimately prevent-
ing	that	offender	from	continuing	
to commit future crimes.” 
 Reporting crime data to the 
FBI is voluntary, and there are large 
disparities from one community 
to the next in the quality of the 
nuanced	 classification	process.	As	
a result, the data don’t allow for 
valid comparisons between one 
city and another. Further, FBI 
guidelines limit the statistics to 
major	crimes—so	the	reports	don’t	
include	numerous	lesser	offenses.
 The CHPD has maintained 
consistent standards for its data 
since it began taking the job seri-
ously after 2010, so its statistics can 
be used to compare what’s happen-
ing within the city from one year to 
the next.
 So far this year, the positive 
trend appears to be continuing. In 
the	first	three	months	of	2020,	the	
department reported 10 violent 
crimes	 and	 121	 property	 crimes—
well below the ordinary quarterly 
average.	With	 the	 statewide	 stay-
at-home	order	 that	began	 in	mid-
March, that’s likely to continue. 
 “Probably one of the most no-

Overall crime trend in Cleveland Heights, 2011–2019

Serious property crime in Cleveland Heights, 2011–2019

violent crime in Cleveland Heights, 2011–2019

table crimes we are not seeing at 
this time is burglary,” Mecklenburg 
said. “I believe with more and more 
people staying home, it is not as 
tempting for criminals to break into 
homes since the likelihood of some-
one being at home has increased.”
 However, crime is seasonal, 
tending to increase in warm weather.

 The data cited here is available 
on the CHPD website at www.
clevelandheights.com/369/statistics.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is co-chair of the Heights Ob-
server Advisory Committee, and is 
responsible for its advertising sales and 
market development.
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APRIL 20, 2020
Council members present were mayor Jason 
Stein, Vice mayor Kahlil Seren, mary Dunbar, 
melody Joy Hart, Davida Russell and michael 
Ungar. Also present were City manager Tanisha 
Briley, Acting Clerk of Council Susanna niermann 
O’neil, and Law Director William Hanna. The 
meeting was virtual, and streamed on youTube.

City manager reports 
City manager Briley commented that her 
detailed report is available to the public on 
pages 2–9 of the council meeting packet 
on the city’s website, at Government/2020 
Agendas and minutes.

Solar project
Council authorized participation in the 
Cuyahoga County Aggregated Solar Project, 
allowing placement of solar panels on three 
city buildings, which will use the electricity 
generated on site.

Top of the Hill agreement
Council authorized an agreement with Panzica 
Construction for consultant services as repre-
sentative of the city (“owner’s representative”) 
for the Top of the Hill Redevelopment Project 
(Resolution 34-2020). Council member Rus-
sell praised the work done by this contractor; 
Council member Hart agreed.

Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook development
On emergency, council extended, for a third 
time, the term of the memorandum of under-
standing with Cedar Lee Connection LLC, 
concerning the Cedar-Lee-meadowbrook 
development. Council member Ungar recused 
himself because he and his spouse are passive 
investors in other projects with the developer, 
Rick Ferris of Sequoia Realty.

Solar panel presentation
Scott Amenduri, president of Enerlogics So-
lar, spoke and answered council members’ 
questions about the Power Purchase Agree-
ment (PPA) with the city, arranged through 
Cuyahoga County, for installing solar panels 
at three city facilities at no cost to Cleveland 
Heights. The agreement obligates the city to 
buy the power generated by the panels and 
use it on site. The solar panels are estimated 
to be capable of providing about 40 percent 
of the electricity used by city hall, the service 
garage, and the community center. The cost 
is estimated to be significantly lower than 
electricity from the power grid. Construction 
will begin in July and the panels should be 
operating in november or December. Details 
of the PPA may be found in the city manager’s 
packet, pages 14–48.

Council member comments
melody Joy Hart expressed concern that she 
had not known about staff layoffs before read-
ing about them on Cleveland.com. City man-
ager Briley responded that she had sent council 
members a detailed e-mail on April 2 regarding 
employees receiving layoff letters on April 5 and 
[noting] that the layoffs would occur April 19. 

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

mAy 4, 2020
Council members present were mayor Jason 
Stein, Vice mayor Kahlil Seren, mary Dunbar, 
melody Joy Hart, Davida Russell and michael 
Ungar. Also present were City manager Tani-
sha Briley, Acting Clerk of Council Susanna 

Expanded reports are 
available online at 

www.heightsobserver.org.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

niermann O’neil, and Law Director William 
Hanna. The virtual meeting was streamed 
on youTube.

Public comment
Briley read letters from the community. In one, 
Diana Woodbridge, representing the Greater 
Cleveland Congregations (GCC) Cleveland 
Heights Housing Task Force, expressed 
concerns about a postponed Housing Depart-
ment Reorganization Report. Her Feb. 3 letter 
to council stated that the report had been 
delayed three times since October 2019. 
She asked what the process would be once 
the report is completed—would council be in-
volved in any decision-making? Woodbridge 
also questioned why housing is no longer a 
standing committee despite council prioritiz-
ing the issue. She expressed concern that the 
foreclosure bond legislation is not enforceable 
as it includes no penalties should a lending 
institution choose not to pay its bond. 

Actions, assessments and CDBG
All legislation can be found on the city’s 
website, at Government/Legislation/2020 
Legislation/may 4, 2020.
 On emergency, council passed assess-
ments for a portion of the expenses of street 
lighting and street improvements, including 
grading, draining, curbing, paving, repav-
ing, repairing, cleaning, removing snow; and 
planting, maintaining, and removing shade 
trees. This is biennial legislation.
 Also on emergency, council authorized 
submissions of the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) entitlement application for the year 
beginning Jan. 1, 2020, the five-year plan for 
the years 2020–24, and the amended CDBG 
entitlement application and plan for 2019.

Consent agenda
Council approved a consent agenda con-
taining legislation including an ordinance 
adopting procedures for transferring city-
owned property, received through the City of 
Cleveland Heights Land Reutilization Program, 
to FutureHeights Inc., and declaring the prop-
erty no longer needed for a public purpose.
 Council member Russell [had been] con-
cerned that none of the properties rehabbed 
by FutureHeights were in the Taylor or noble 
neighborhoods. After speaking with mayor 
Stein, the city manager, and FutureHeights, 
Russell noted that, in the next round of 
homes, three of the properties will be in the 
Taylor area and three in the noble area. She 
thanked the mayor and the city manager for 
listening to her concerns.

Council member comments
Council member Russell said that the Com-
munity Relations and Recreation Committee, 
when meeting with the Parks and Recreation 
director, will discuss Center for Disease 
Control guidelines, keeping facilities closed 
until may 31, and how to move forward in 
compliance with the guidelines. 

LWV Observers: Gail Larson and Blanche 
Valancy.

Case Western Reserve University. 
 Meyer hadn’t talked about her mom 
much until that night. “It was really 
hard, and I didn’t have the tools,” she 
said. The open mic seemed a safe place, 
even though the room full of strangers 
terrified	her.	When	it	was	over,	people	
thanked her, cried on her shoulder and 
bought her a drink. 
 “A big part is that we all live in 
Northeast	Ohio,	we	are	all	in	it	together.	
People in Cleveland and surrounding 
cities are like that,” she said. 
 The project began to take shape in 
her mind and on Instagram. “As I started 
getting stories, I thought this might 
work,” said Meyer. “People wanted to 
have someone really see them.”
 The response gave her courage to 
present the idea in early 2019 at Accel-
erate: Citizens Make Change, an annual 
civic pitch competition presented by 
the Cleveland Leadership Center and 
Citizens Bank. She was chosen as one 
of	five	finalists	out	of	some	30	pitches.	
The	experience	and	$2,000	prize	gave	
her momentum and connections.
 It also cemented an idea. “Readers 
were inspired by these stories, and if you 
want to collect letters of hope, you need 
a mailbox,” Meyer said.
 At 5 feet tall, the bright yellow 
mailbox is hard to miss. Meyer loaded it 
and	the	250-pound	slab	it	sits	on	into	her	
SUV last summer, and installed it in Hart 
Crane Park along the Cuyahoga River, 
during the 50th anniversary observation 
of	the	river’s	fire.	People	were	grateful	
to write and “mail” their stories.
 She brought the mailbox to Accel-
erate in February 2020, and, in April, it 
was prominently displayed in front of 
the Coventry Village Branch of Heights 
Libraries.
 “It was the perfect project at 
the perfect time,” said Sheryl Banks, 
communications manager for Heights 
Libraries, noting it was so successful 
that it remained on site a week longer 
than planned. “Everyone is feeling the 
strain of the pandemic, emotionally and 
economically, so hope and kindness are 
exactly what we all need right now. It 
really became a beacon of hope.” 
 The mailbox is now in the Uptown 
section	of	University	Circle—with	let-

ters displayed at the Cleveland Visitors 
Center. It is scheduled to move to Wade 
Oval	next,	for	the	summer.
 Meyer does not plan to give up on 
the project now that she’s a law school 
grad. “Lawyers are people who listen to 
the stories of others, so I know stories 
will continue to be part of my future,” 
she said. 
 The project is collecting letters of 
hope in response to COVID-19.	Meyer	
is working on a book compilation of 
the	 submissions,	 the	profits	of	which	
she intends to donate to a local mental 
health organization, to help clients tell 
their stories. “It’s a great way to build 
community and empathy, and we want 
more people to be inspired by these 
contributions,” she said.
 And Meyer envisions a big yellow 
mailbox in every community.
 “Maybe there’s a giant one down-
town, and Cleveland becomes known as 
this place that really encourages people 
to support others in their struggles,” 
Meyer	suggested.	“You	don’t	get	a	trophy	
for dealing with trauma and pain. But 
you can reach back and share wisdom 
and insights you’ve gathered. That’s a 
trophy for helping someone else.”

Michael Bennett is a 30-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights, where his two children attended 
Heights schools. He is vice president of external 
affairs at the Cleveland Leadership Center.

letters continued from page 1

allison Meyer with the mailbox at Hart Crane 
Park, in summer 2019. 
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city	staff	or	a	third-party	firm.	After	
lengthy discussion, council opted to 
limit the background check to an ap-
plicant’s real estate taxes, voter reg-
istration status, and income taxes.
 Afterward, council moved to 
executive session, with the intention 
of	selecting	the	finalists.
 Before moving to executive 
session on May 18, Stein reminded 
council that, under the city’s char-
ter,	no	choice	has	to	be	made—i.e.,	
council is not required to choose 
someone. 
 The council seat has been vacant 
since March 2, when former council 
member	Melissa	Yasinow	 resigned,	
effective	 immediately,	 at	 that	 eve-
ning’s council meeting.
	 On	March	 10,	 city	 council	 an-
nounced that it had posted the 
application on the city’s website, 
with	 a	March	 23	 deadline.	 In	 the	
posting,	the	city	provided	no	specific	

timeline for selecting a new council 
member.
 A March 20 CH council up-
date,	 found	 in	 the	March	 23	 CH	
City	Council	meeting	packet	[note:	
all	March	 22	–28	 city	 of	Cleveland	
Heights	meetings	were	 cancelled],	
included the notice that the appli-
cation deadline for the vacant city 
council seat had been extended by 

two weeks. The new deadline was 
April	6,	at	5	p.m.
 Asked how the deadline exten-
sion came about, at a time when 
council members, like others, are 
engaged in social distancing, CH 
Mayor Jason Stein explained, “I 
reached out by phone to individual 
council	members	(between	March	18	
and	20)	to	solicit	their	support	for	
the extension. Considering the un-
precedented	COVID-19	situation,	I	
felt it was appropriate and necessary 
to extend the application deadline by 
an additional two weeks. Residents 
are busy adjusting to the new reality, 

council continued from page 1

and should be focused on their fam-
ily	health	and	well-being.	Potential	
applicants now have the opportu-
nity to focus some time and energy 
toward considering the vacancy and 
submitting the application online.”
	 Yasinow	was	elected	to	council	
in	November	 2013,	 and	 took	 her	
initial	oath	of	office	in	Jan.	2014.	She	
was reelected to council in Novem-
ber 2017. The current term for her 
seat	is	due	to	expire	on	Dec.	31,	2021.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of 
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga 
County master gardener volunteer.
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Neighbors collaborate to create pollinator habitats
Shari Nacson

If you went down Bradford Road 
last summer, you may have noticed 
some interesting tree lawn activ-
ity—and	it	wasn’t	on	trash	night.	
 With guidance from residents 
Peggy Spaeth and John Barber, 
neighbors collaborated on a proj-
ect—dubbed	the	Bradford	Pollina-
tor	 Path—to	 beautify	 the	 street	
while helping the environment. 
Participating households agreed 
to dedicate a patch of their front 
yards or tree lawns to the planting 
of native species that are known to 
be supportive ecosystems for insects 
and birds. 

 Having transformed their own 
front yard and tree lawn into a bio-

diverse habitat, Spaeth and Barber, 
the	co-founders	of	Friends	of	Lower	
Lake, wanted to increase the impact 
by expanding it on their street. In 
February	 2019,	 Spaeth	 e-mailed	
neighbors via the street’s listserve, 
thinking she would get a couple of 
households	for	the	first	year.	There	
was a swell of interest, with 17 
households ultimately participating. 
 Spaeth hosted a meeting for 
interested neighbors, explaining the 

simple process of starting a small 
patch of pollinating plants, photos 
of	which	she	shared	via	e-mail	and	
at the meeting. She connected 
neighbors with The Nature Center 
at	Shaker	Lakes’	annual	plant	sale—
which	features	native	plants—con-
sulting if anyone asked for advice. 
 Bradford resident Karl Weisel 
said, “The work was worth it when 
I saw a monarch going from plant to 
plant.” His wife, Diane Perl, noted 
that they have enjoyed “not only the 
flowers,	but	the	variety	of	insects”	
the plants attracted. “It’s been in-
teresting to see what people planted 
and how the plants progressed,” she 
added.
 Molly Burke, another Bradford 
resident,	 said,	 “We	do	 feel	 differ-
ently when we think about our yard 
now.	Our	 son,	Alex,	 is	 especially	
vigilant in reminding us to go native. 
We plan to expand our tree lawn 
garden this year.”
 The results have been beautiful 
and inspiring, producing increased 
social connection among neighbors, 
as well as among bees and butter-
flies.
 The enthusiasm has proven 
contagious. Inspired neighbors on 
adjacent	 streets	 (East	 Fairfax	 and	
East	Monmouth)	 are	 establishing	
their own pollinator paths this 
spring.
	 Originally,	Bradford	Road	par-
ticipants	displayed	a	street-specific	
sign in their pollinator patches, 
denoting their part in the project. 
Now that the project has spread to 
other streets, said Spaeth, “Mer-
edith Hahn on East Monmouth 
has designed a Heights Pollinator 
Pathway sign for anyone to use. It 
made sense to create a regional sign 
rather	than	different	ones	for	each	
street.”
 Anyone who would like a sign 
can	send	an	e-mail	to	emonpollina-
tors@gmail.com,	 or	 contact	Hahn	
through the Heights Pollinator 
Pathway group on Facebook.
 Spaeth and Barber created a 
short video about starting a pol-
linator path, which can be viewed 
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5285
WignaQ&feature=youtu.be.

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson is a Brad-
ford Road resident who works as a free-
lance editor, social worker, and nonprofit 
consultant. More than anything, Nacson 
is inspired by kids and adults who build 
connection through kindness.

Ray, Diana and Morgan Danner, a Fairfax Elementary family, enjoyed planting their pollinator 
garden last summer.

Meredith Hahn of E. Monmouth Road has de-
signed a Heights Pollinator Pathway sign for 
anyone to use.
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ODOT signs on Coventry Road highlight the free and open-to-all BlueLink shuttle service that 
connects the Heights with University Circle destinations.
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CH resident pens book on fatherhood
land Heights resident Mark Welfley, 
associate professor of practice at the 
University of Akron. It’s a collection 
of humorous observations, rules of 
thumb and untold truths—each in a 
sentence or two. It weighs in on trig-
gers that change child behavior, rules 
of thumb for dessert portions, what to 
add to any meal to make it more pal-
atable to a child, what to include in a 
take-along survival kit for a child, and 
more. “My young children have taught 
me much about myself, just as I have 
learned much about them, especially 
during this time of quarantine,” said 
Welfley. “The book will make you 
think, laugh, question and reminisce 
about fatherhood.” The book is avail-
able at Mac’s Backs, Amazon, and at 
fathers101.com.

Fatherhood in 60 Minutes or Less: 101 
Humorous Observations, Rules of Thumb 
and Untold Truths for Fathers by any 
Definition, is the latest work by Cleve-

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

M
A

RK
 F

. W
EL

FL
EY

Volunteers stage pallets of food for pickup at the mobile pantry.

Karen Cass Gill

First Baptist Church of Greater 
Cleveland is partnering with the 
Cleveland Food Bank again this 
summer, to1 serve as a mobile pantry 
for produce pickup. Dates for the 
church’s upcoming mobile pantries 
are June 6, July 11, and Aug. 1, from 
10 a.m. to noon.
 A mobile pantry is a Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank truck full of 
food that is brought to a location 
where clients can pick it up.
	 Due	to	COVID-19	and	social	dis-
tancing, distributions at the church 

First Baptist hosts monthly mobile pantry

(3630	Fairmount	Blvd.),	for	the	time	
being,	will	be	drive-up	only.	Guests	
are asked to make room in their 
trunks prior to their arrival. A valid 
ID is required to participate.
 On May 2, church volunteers 
served 562 people. Each family re-
ceived potatoes, apples, oranges, cab-
bage,	yellow	squash,	and	yogurt—the	
total amount distributed was in 
excess of 6,000 lbs. of produce. For 
further information, visit www.first-
baptistcleveland.org/food-giveaway.

Karen Cass Gill is a longtime member of 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland.

Free shuttle links CH to University Circle
Mary Dunbar

With	the	lifting	of	Ohio’s	stay-at-
home order, many are resuming 
their work commutes. Others are 
starting to get out and about more, 
as Ohio reboots its economy, and 
warmer weather beckons. If getting 
around by means other than driv-
ing a car is possible, and appeals to 
you,	consider	the	Heights-adjacent	
transportation options offered at 
www.ugointhecircle.com/transporta-
tion-options, which include a free 
shuttle between Coventry Village 
and University Circle.
 One of the Heights’ strengths is 
its location near University Circle, 
with that destination’s plethora of 
jobs	 and	 institutions	 in	medicine,	
education, arts and culture, din-
ing, and parks. University Circle 
also provides links to wider trans-
portation networks, such as RTA’s 
trains, buses and Healthline, and 
bike lanes and trails to Downtown 
Cleveland, the cultural gardens and 
the lakefront.
 University Circle Incorporated 
(UCI)	management	would	 like	 to	
preserve the limited real estate 
in the Circle to support the area’s 
growth. This calls for minimizing 
the building of parking garages. 
UCI encourages commuters and 
others to consider their transporta-
tion options, which it outlines on 

its website. These include public 
transit, biking, walking, shuttles, 
and car or van pooling. 
 To reduce traffic and parking 
congestion in the Circle, UCI has 
developed	 a	 free-to-the-public	
shuttle service called CircleLink. 
Recognizing the importance of 
linking the Heights and the Circle, 
the BlueLink route of CircleLink 
connects Wade Oval, Uptown, 
Little Italy and Coventry Village, 
and provides access to the Little It-
aly-University	Circle	Rapid	Station	
year-round.	 The	 transportation	
options Web link provides maps, 
scheduling and other information, 
including	COVID-19	 transporta-
tion updates, policies on social 
distancing, and more. 
 When Case Western Reserve 
University	 (CWRU)	 is	 in	 session,	
it also offers free shuttle service 
to the Heights. Morning service 
is available through the Heights 
AM route, and evening service is 
called	 the	 Evening	 South	 Loop.	
For information on that service, 
which connects the CWRU campus 
to Cleveland Heights’ Cedar Fair-
mount district, go to https://case.edu/
parking/transportation/shuttles.

Mary Dunbar is a member of Cleveland 
Heights City Council, and vice president 
of Heights Bicycle Coalition.
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• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com
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MASTERCARD/VISA

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
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MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 
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A look back and ahead at the Bradford cinder path

Marian Morton and Peggy Spaeth

Bradford Road extends from Lee 
Road in Cleveland Heights to Edg-
erton Road in University Heights. A 
unique feature interrupts the street: 
a pedestrian path that connects two 
sections	of	the	road.	One-third	of	a	
mile in length, spanning four blocks, 
the	path	extends	from	South	Taylor	
Road to Canterbury Road.
 Four streets have this path at 
their midpoints: Queenston, Kings-
ton, Princeton and Canterbury. 

(Two	 landmarked	 farmhouses	 that	
belonged to the families who owned 
the land on which the streets were 
laid	out	are	still	occupied:	3497	and	
3585	Fairmount	Blvd.)
 The building of Canterbury 
School	inspired	the	creation	of	what	
is known as the Bradford Cinder 
Path,	a	city-owned	property.	
	 In	 1921,	 the	Cleveland	Heights	
school board began to buy proper-
ties for the school on Canterbury 
and	Princeton	 roads.	From	 1922	 to	
1925,	in	order	to	make	the	new	school	

more accessible, the city of Cleve-
land Heights bought vacant lots on 
Queenston, Kingston and Princeton 
roads. The plan was to extend Brad-
ford	Road	east	of	 South	Taylor,	 to	
the University Heights border.
	 But	 in	 April	 1926,	 neighbors	
flooded	city	council	with	objections	
to a paved road for vehicles. Com-
plaints and claims for damages were 
filed,	and	75	residents	signed	a	petition	
that stated: “That said improvement 
is not necessary for the public health, 
convenience, and welfare. That it will 
not improve Bradford Road. That the 
assessment	 is	 unreasonable,	 unjust	
and is not proportionate to the ben-
efits	to	be	derived	by	the	undersigned	
property owners who are to be as-
sessed. That the City should pay more 
than	2%	of	the	entire	cost.”
 Many neighbors spoke up at the 
council meeting, and Mayor Frank 
Cain stated that “he had been over 
the ground and he himself felt that 
perhaps a sidewalk through would be 
sufficient.”	The	matter	was	referred	to	
committee, where it sat for 10 years. 
In the meantime, an unpaved path 
made of macadam, or cinders, was 
maintained. It was often muddy.
	 In	 1936,	 plans	 for	 paving	 the	
path as a road resurfaced. This time 
the	federal	government	would	pay—
specifically, the Works Progress 
Administration	(WPA),	designed	to	
put Americans back to work on useful 
public	projects	during	 the	Depres-
sion. There would be little cost to 
Cleveland Heights residents under 
the WPA plan.
	 At	a	January	1936	council	meet-
ing, “Mayor Cain stated he under-
stood a great many in the audience 
were present to protest the proposed 
WPA improvement of Bradford 
Road.”	One	Queenston	Road	prop-
erty owner said he had lived there 

a number of years and had never 
missed a cross street. He suggested, 
if the city wanted to do something, it 
“pave a good sidewalk and landscape 
the	pathway.”	At	 a	 second	meeting	
later that year, with neighbors still 
objecting,	council	approved	“that	the	
project	(a	paved	street)	be	revised	to	
cover	 the	 installation	of	 a	 six-foot	
sidewalk and use the top soil to level 
off	the	balance	of	the	property	and	
do what tree planting the money will 
allow.”
	 In	1938	the	WPA	completed	the	
work,	paving	just	the	cinder	path	and	
installing	 14	 stone	 columns	 at	 the	
intersections.
 Today, school children, dog 
walkers, and bicyclists use the path, 
f lanked by these unique columns. 
Cleveland	Heights	has	much	WPA-
built stonework, and the columns 
were well built. But almost 100 years 
later, they need restoring. Plans are 
underway	to	do	just	that,	and	an	ap-
plication has been made to the city’s 
Landmark Commission to designate 
this	historic,	well-used,	 and	much-
appreciated pedestrian path as a 
Cleveland Heights Landmark.
 Bradford Road residents have 
been awarded a FutureHeights Neigh-
borhood	Mini-Grant	to	help	fund	the	
column restoration, remove invasive 
plants, and replace them with native 
trees,	shrubs	and	flowers	appropriate	
to the site. With work, the Bradford 
Cinder Path will become an even 
better corridor, welcoming birds and 
insects, as well as pedestrians and bi-
cyclists. Contact peggyspaeth@gmail.
com if you want to be involved.

Marian Morton is professor emeritus of 
history at John Carroll University. Peggy 
Spaeth is organizing the Bradford Pol-
linator Path, extending it to the Bradford 
Cinder Path.

The Bradford Cinder Path columns are in need of restoration. The columns in all seasons.
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UH CANCELS EVENTS cont. from page 1

remain suspended until further 
notice. City tennis courts and play-
ground equipment remain closed 
until further notice.
 The Cuyahoga County Board 
of	Health	 reports	 that	 the	 44118	
zip code, which includes University 
Heights, continues to have a high rate 
of	 infection	 for	COVID-19.	Given	
the risk, the mayor felt it would be 
irresponsible to open the Purvis Park 
pool this season.
 “Our pool is popular and attracts 
large crowds. We cannot reasonably 
expect to achieve social distancing 
in	the	pool,”	Brennan	said.	 “While	
the pool water contains chlorine, we 
cannot be certain of the adequate 
disinfection of surfaces around the 
pool area or in the restrooms. Cloth 
face coverings would be difficult 
to breathe through when wet. City 
lifeguards could not perform rescues 
without exposing themselves to po-

tential infection.
 “While we all are willing to 
assume a certain amount of risk in 
our daily activities, there are risks 
in opening the pool and conducting 
other summer activities beyond what 
is normally associated with these 
activities, and beyond what is accept-
able	during	this	pandemic.”
 A decision on whether to hold 
scheduled fall events, including the 
City Beautiful Run, Fall Fest, and 
the University Heights Civic Awards, 
will be made at a later date.
 If Fall Fest is held as scheduled, 
on	Sunday,	Oct.	11,	Carlos	Jones	and	
the	PLUS	Band	will	be	the	concert	
headliner. The band was previously 
set	to	open	this	year’s	now-canceled	
Summer	Concert	Series.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Uni-
versity Heights.

U
H

 C
IT

Y 
H

A
LL

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced the cancellation of all city-sponsored events in University Heights 
through Labor Day, including the Summer Concert Series.
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Signs celebrate Heights High seniors

Joy Henderson

Maybe	you	have	seen	them—nearly	
400	Heights	High	Class	of	2020	yard	
signs that sprouted up in early May, 
in the yards and windows of this 
year’s graduating seniors.
 “Our seniors will not have the 
same	 end-of-year	 experience	 that	
they expected, and we feel so bad 
about	that,”	said	Jane	Simeri,	Heights	
High’s senior class principal. “We 
want these signs to show the class of 
2020 and our community that we are 
very	proud	of	them.”
 The yard signs were installed 
by	 the	CH-UH	bus	 drivers,	 using	
district	vans,	on	May	6	and	7.
 “Our bus drivers know our 
community so well and they miss 
driving,	so	this	was	a	perfect	fit,”	

said	 Superintendent	 Liz	 Kirby.	
Around	45	of	 the	 signs	were	 also	
delivered by Board of Education 
members.
 “All of our drivers miss driving 
their buses and seeing their stu-
dents,”	said	Scott	Smith,	supervisor	
of transportation. “Our drivers form 
strong bonds with their students and 
miss the connection they developed 
over	the	school	year.”
	 Six	bus	drivers	and	one	volunteer	
installed the signs: Cameron Afzal, 
Vanessa Bantum, Autumn Boyd, 
Jacqueline	Bunton-Eddie,	Kionna	
Jackson and Michael Lewis. Boyd’s 
son Antwan also helped.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community 
liaison for Heights High.
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Nearly 400 yard signs for Heights High seniors were installed in early May. 

APRIL 21, 2020
The meeting was conducted remotely, with 
all participants joining the meeting from their 
homes. Board President Jodi Sourini and 
board members James Posch, Dan Heintz, 
Malia Lewis and Beverly Wright were pres-
ent, as were Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby 
and Treasurer Scott Gainer. The meeting be-
gan at 7 p.m. and ended at 8:50 p.m.

Early Childhood Education Task Force
Staff members Karen Liddell-Anderson, Lisa 
Vahey, Danielle Foran and Erin Hanna, and 
several members of the Early Childhood 
Task Force, updated the board on progress 
in early childhood education program-
ming. The task force surveyed parents of 
pre-K children enrolled in the program re-
garding their priorities. The parents’ single 
most important concern was the quality of 
programming. The task force’s goal is to 
identify the future of CH-UH preschool pro-
gramming. There was discussion as to the 
best cut-off date for kindergarten entrance. 
The date currently used is Sept. 30.
 The task force discussed how to main-
tain and improve best practices in pre-
school education, how to best use facili-
ties, the potential impact of the school levy 
passage or failure, and the impact of CO-
VID-19 on future programming.

Advanced Placement (AP) programming
Heights High staff and teachers Alisa McK-
innie, Charlene Searcy, Joyce Bukovac, 
Shawn Washington, Olivia Fatica and 
Claudine McCoy spoke about the district’s 
AP programming. The high school offers 20 
AP courses. The newest high school course 
is AP computer science. 
 The CH-UH school district was awarded 
the AP Honor Roll designation for increas-
ing its number of under-represented students 
while maintaining or increasing the number of 
students receiving a score of 3 or higher on 
their AP exams. The goal is to continue engag-
ing under-represented students in AP courses 
and to retain a high-quality AP program.

Board approvals
The board unanimously approved a reso-
lution to authorize distance learning for 
the days and hours that school buildings 
are closed to students during the 2019–20 
school year due to COVID-19. It also ap-
proved a resolution to accept the lowest 
responsible and responsive bids for roof re-
placement projects.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

MAY 5, 2020
Board President Jodi Sourini and board mem-
bers James Posch, Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis 
and Beverly Wright were present, as were 
Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer 
Scott Gainer. The meeting was held remotely 

and lasted one hour.

Consent agenda
The board unanimously passed the con-
sent agenda. Two items were pulled out for 
separate votes: approval of administrative 
resignation, and approval of rehired staff. 
On both items, four board members voted 
yes while Beverly Wright voted no. There 
was no discussion regarding the votes. 
[Details can be found on boarddocs, at 
www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.aspx.]

District finances
Scott Gainer told the board that the five-
year forecast would be presented at the next 
meeting. He delineated the reasons for the 
delay, stating he did not yet know the extent 
of budget cuts from the state and the still-
unknown costs of the EdChoice vouchers. 
He suggested that the state cuts could be 
around $750,000, or 21 percent of the next 
two month’s payments from the state.
 Other concerns discussed were the 
impact on property-tax payments due to 
the economic impact of COVID-19 on the 
2021 budget, and how Medicaid cuts will 
impact the district.
 Gainer said he had contacted the 
state about conducting a performance au-
dit. The contact he spoke to said that an 
audit can take around six months, would 
take a while to be scheduled, and would 
cost the district about $80,000.

Board comments
Board Member Heintz brought up the 
unique problem of busing students while 
maintaining social distancing.
 The board discussed the levy defeat, 
its impact, and whether a new levy should 
be put on the ballot in the fall.

Superintendent comments 
Superintendent Kirby wanted everyone to 
know that the additional cuts will be very 
difficult for the students and the district.
 The superintendent addressed the 
district’s planning in dealing with the CO-
VID-19 crisis. On the operational side, the 
district had served 75,000 meals as of 
May 5; provision of those meals is impor-
tant to the community. On the academic 
side, the district has commenced the tier 
three academic plan, which focuses on the 
educational aspect of distance learning. 
The district is also planning for the return 
to school in the fall, and continues to work 
on the strategic plan.

Board policies
The board approved Policies: Group B 
on the third and final reading. Specifics of 
these policies can be found on boarddocs.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen. 
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Chandler J. Rowell 

Cleveland Heights High School

Congratulations on your gradua-
tion. We are so proud of how you 

balanced maintaining good grades, 
playing varsity baseball and working 
part-time. You can achieve anything 
you set your mind to. May you con-
tinue to be blessed as you start the 
next chapter as a Walsh Cavalier.

Love always, Mom and Dad.

SENIOR SHOUT-OUTS [SPONSORED]

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2020!

Rajani Jade Tabor 

Cleveland Heights High School

You’re beautiful, smart, genuine and 
silly! We’re so proud of your achieve-

ments: 4.63 GPA; Heights Girls 
Lacrosse Varsity Co-Captain; Heights 

High Symphony. We’re excited for 
your next chapter: Northeastern U 

in the Honors Engineering program. 
Congratulations!! 

— Love TeamTabor

Ethan Everett Swain 

Cleveland Heights High School

From toddler legs kicking to the beat of 

Smashng Pumpkins to a brave leap to 

a Sun Devil...You never cease to amaze 

us. EE—Your quiet leadership and witty 

sense of humor will be your Heights 

legacy. You make us so proud!

Love,Your Family, far and wide

Olivia Iris Mae Mckay 

Cleveland Heights High School

My sweet Olivia, Go out into this 
world and make it yours! Remember 
the advice of those you admire, stay 
present while you breathe in the mo-

ment, and realize your smile will carry 
you everywhere you want to go! As 

long as I’m living, my baby you’ll be. 

I love you, Mom

Diego Bremer 

Cleveland Heights High School

Always remember, you are Braver 
than you believe, Stronger than you 
seem, Smarter than you think, and 

loved more than you will ever know. 
Good luck at Walsh University.

We Love You.  
— Dad, Mom, Imani

Brielle B. 

Cleveland Heights High School

Congratulations Brielle! You are a true 
example of perfection. You make over-
coming adversity look easy. Graduat-
ing with Honors and a whopping 4.1 
GPA, while working and securing a 

full scholarship to North Carolina A&T. 
We’re so proud of you! 

— Love Dad, Mom and Aj 
CHHS 2020

Melanie Maraa Hicks 

Cleveland Heights High School

You are an amazing, young woman 
that has worked hard to achieve your 

goal, “Graduation Day.” Cherish 
this moment as it will lead you to a 
promising future. The sky’s the limit. 
Wishing you the best and sending 

much love. 

— Mom and family

Ronan O’Connell Karem

Cleveland Heights High School

From Cat World to the adult world, 
you’ve come a long way. We’re so 

proud of the wonderful, kind person 
you are. There are many uncertainties 
ahead but we know you will meet them 
with humor, creativity, and hard work. 

We’ll be with you every step of the way. 
Love you!     

— Mom, Dad, Rory & Cardi

Lila Shubert 

Cleveland Heights High School

Congratulations! You have dazzled 
us on stage; touched us with your 

poetry; impressed us as a dedicated, 
thoughtful student; inspired us with 
your open mind and heart. We are 
excited to see what you’ll do next 

at the Universeity of Rochester. Your 
community, friends and family are so 

proud of you.

Ruby Kauffman 

Cleveland Heights High School

Congrats Ruby! We are so proud  
of you. You are a scholar, musician  
& athlete, not to mention a lovely,  

kind person. We are so happy that  
you will be attending the school of  
your dreams! Although we will miss  
you tons, we can’t wait to see what  

is next for you.     

— Much Love, Mom, Dad, Eli & 
Jeremy.

Jessie Titas 

Cleveland Heights High School

We are so proud of you, Jessie! You 
are our favorite piccolo/flute/guitar 
playing, dancing, diving, lifeguard-
ing, teaching straight-A student and 

all-around beautiful person, inside and 
out. We can’t wait to see what other 

talents you discover next year at Ohio 
University. We love you!

— Mom and Dad

Jonah May 

Cleveland Heights High School

Congratulations on your graduation! 
We’re so proud of you. Stage Crew, 

Band, AFS, GSA, NHS, School of 
Rock, and more. You are an amazing 

person, ready to make your mark  
on the world. Next stop: University  

of Toronto! With love and  
admiration always. 

— Mom, Dad, Mills, Ama, and Papa. 
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SENIOR SHOUT-OUTS [SPONSORED]

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

CONGRATULATIONS to the 
whole class of 2020! Things have 
not gone according to plan, but you 

are graduating nonetheless. The 
CH-UH Board of Education is proud 
of each and every one of you for per-
severing and completing high school 
despite all the recent unforeseeable 

obstacles. Onward and upward!

— Malia Lewis

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2020!

Graduation Class of 2020

Cleveland Heights High School

Congratulations you are achievers! 
You have made us proud! This is the 

beginning of creating your own oppor-
tunities, adventures and successes. Be 
focused, have fun,enjoy life! The road 
to success is not straight, with determi-
nation, perseverance and faith you will 

make it to a place called success. 

— Councilwoman Davida Russell

Congratulations  
to the Cleveland Heights High School 

Class of 2020!!

Your Teachers are proud of you!
 

— Cleveland Heights Teachers Union

Congratulations to the BEST EVER 
Clinical Health Careers Class!

Ryan Bayhurst, Alaysia Brooks, Monay 
David, Ola Esmail, Daymonique Judge, 
Yasmine Robinson, Sophia Thompson 

(CHHS)

Sharonda Black, Maia Booker,  
Aaniyah Martin (Shaker)

Jamarie Alvis, Mikhalan Denson, Kayla 
Jones, Krisahy Walker (Maple)

— Nancy Ballou

You can still honor 
your graduate in 

the July issue.

Details at 
bit.ly/observergrads

Exchange students’ year abroad ends abruptly

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Nadia Zampiere, an American For-
eign	Service	(AFS)	student	at	Heights	
High, knew the virus was coming. 
Her family in the northern Ital-
ian city of Tribano was hosting an 
exchange student from Greenland 
while Nadia was spending her year 
in Cleveland. When the international 
community decided that the students 
in Italy should return to their home 
countries, Zampiere was worried.
 “I wasn’t sure what would happen 
to	us,”	she	said	of	the	AFS	students	
at Heights High. “I was sure that the 
virus would come to America, too. 
But	I	still	had	hope.”
 That hope was dashed when 
schools throughout Ohio closed in 
mid-March,	 flipping	 the	worlds	 of	
students upside down in an instant. 
For	 the	AFS	 students	 at	Heights	
High, the global chaos and uncer-
tainty was felt deeply and personally. 
 Intense coordination began among 
AFS,	the	U.S.	State	Department,	rep-
resentatives from the students’ home 

countries, and hundreds of facilitators 
in American school districts as they 
worked to safely return students to 
their families.
 For Zampiere, Maria LaBanca of 
Italy, and Nicholas Aguilar Muñoz 
of	 Spain,	 the	move	 came	 quickly.	
Within a week of school closure, they 
were told to pack their bags and be 
at	the	airport	in	48	hours.	
 “I was really, really sad to not say 
goodbye to all my friends and teach-
ers,”	Zampiere	 said	 from	her	home	
in Padua. “I thought about all the 
things I hadn’t done: the spring vocal 
music concert, tour with the VMD, 
prom,	graduation,	once-in-a-lifetime	
opportunities. It wasn’t supposed to 
go	this	way.”
	 Instead	of	 heading	off	on	 tour	
with the Vocal Music Department 
(VMD),	which	 had	welcomed	 her	
like family, Zampiere spent a chaotic 
14	hours	in	the	Chicago	airport	with	
300	AFS	 students	 from	across	 the	
country, all heading back to their 
homes	in	Spain	and	Italy.
 When they landed in Rome, a 

policemen yelled at them for stand-
ing too close to one another. “I could 
feel	 the	 difference	 immediately,”	
said Zampiere, “between how we 
acted	 in	 the	U.S.	 and	how	we	had	
to	act	in	Italy,”	which,	at	that	time,	
was the epicenter of the global pan-
demic. 
 After two weeks of strict quaran-
tine in her bedroom, she was able to 
spend time with her family, though 
restrictions	confining	people	in	their	
homes had yet to be lifted. 
 Leaving at the end of an ex-
change year has always been full of 
mixed	 emotions.	 Students	 are	 sad	
to leave host families, friends, and 
schools	 in	 the	United	 States,	 but	
happy to return home with newfound 
perspective and confidence. For 
exchange students returning home 
early during the pandemic, the tran-
sition was especially challenging. 
	 As	of	 early	May,	five	other	 ex-
change	 students—from	Cameroon,	
Mali, the Philippines and Tanzania/
Zanzibar—hadn’t	 yet	 faced	 that	
transition.	 (The	Brazilian	 student,	

here	for	a	one-semester	exchange,	re-
turned	home	in	January	as	planned.)
 “I’ve watched a crazy number of 
movies,”	said	Joyce	Tagne,	who	was	
in isolation with her host family, 
Sandra,	Michael	and	Alexis	Dixon.
 “At the beginning, I was ex-
cited	 for	 a	 three-week	 vacation,”	
said Tagne, echoing the thoughts of 
many teens. “But then everything 
changed.”	She	spent	a	lot	of	time	on	
SnapChat	with	her	fellow	AFS	stu-
dents, and continued her schooling 
online.	She	also	taught	her	host	fam-
ily to cook traditional Cameroonian 
dishes.	“It	was	really	tough,”	she	said	
of the uncertainty.
 Tagne was also part of the VMD 
at Heights; it was the highlight of 
her year. “Every day I would see my 
friends	from	Singers,”	she	said.	“We	
were	like	one	big	family.”
 Tagne returned to Cameroon on 
May 10.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a freelance 
journalist under contract with the CH-
UH City School District.

AFS students Joyce Tagne (Cameroon) and Diadji Diawara (Mali). Back row, from left: Maria Nives LaBanca (Italy), Bai Jonissa Bugat (Philippines), Nadia Zampieri (Italy), Nurayda 
Salum (Tanzania), Luana Westphal Vieira (Brazil), Joyce Tagne (Cameroon); front row, from left: Diadji Diawara 
(Mali), Munira Vuai (Tanzania), Annas Khoirul (Indonesia). Not pictured: Nicolas Aguilar Muñoz (Spain).
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Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries is preparing its 
four branches for a partial reopening, 
scheduled for June 2 at the Lee Road 
branch,	and	June	9	for	the	Coventry	
Village, Noble Neighborhood, and 
University Heights branches.
	 On	Monday,	May	 18,	 the	 Lee	
Road	branch	began	to	offer	three	ser-
vices:	curbside	hold	pick-ups,	phone	
reference, and homebound delivery.
	 The	 curbside	hold	pick-up	 ser-
vice is initially only for customers 
who had holds ready at the time of 
the	 library’s	 closure	 on	March	 13,	
and customers who wish to order by 
phone and pick up items currently 
available in the Lee Road building.
 While these limited services 
were	taking	place,	library	staff	were	
getting the branch buildings ready 
for a partial reopening that will allow 
a limited number of customers to ac-
cess select services in the buildings’ 
lobbies:	new	holds	pick-up,	obtaining	
tax forms, and using the copier.
 Customers must wear a face mask 
to enter the lobby, and must wait to be 
admitted if the maximum number of 
customers permitted in the space has 
been reached. That number will vary 
from building to building.
	 Staff	will	be	required	to	wear	face	
masks, and special safety protocols 
have been established for handling 
returned materials.
 Items can be returned to the out-
door	bookdrops	only;	 staff	will	not	
accept returns inside the buildings.

Sheryl Banks

At	 its	May	 18	meeting,	 the	Heights	
Libraries Board of Trustees approved 
a	cost-reduction	plan	designed	to	trim	
the	library’s	budget	by	$2	million	in	the	
second	half	of	fiscal	year	2020.	The	
library’s	2020	budget	is	$11,585,412,	and	
will	hit	the	half-way	point	on	June	1.
 “The library is anticipating severe 
funding	cuts	in	the	near	future,”	said	
Heights Libraries Director Nancy 
Levin. “Ohio’s Public Library Fund 
has	been	reduced	by	roughly	35	per-
cent, and we are expecting property 
tax collection to fall sharply. The ma-
jority	of	our	funding,	over	80	percent,	
comes	from	these	two	sources.”
	 The	 library	will	 cut	 $800,000	
from the budget in four areas: materi-
als,	purchased	services	(such	as	staff	
training),	land	and	building	improve-
ments, and supplies. The remaining 
$1.2	million	will	come	from	cutting	
salaries and benefits, including a 
10-percent	salary	cut	for	all	full-time	
management	staff,	and	a	14-percent	
salary cut for the director.
 “The pandemic has forced us to 
severely	limit	the	services	we	can	offer	
while	protecting	 the	health	of	 staff	
and	customers,”	said	Levin.	“That	has,	
in turn, reduced the amount of work 

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Library launches ‘1619 Project’ Web page 
Isabelle Rew

In May, Heights Li-
braries launched a 
new online resource 
featuring news, re-
sources, and upcom-

ing events related to the library’s 
ongoing	1619	Project	discussion	group.	
	 The	group	formed	in	September	
2019	in	response	to	high	public	interest	in	
reading	and	discussing	the	“1619	Project”	
essays published by The New York Times 
Magazine,	which	reflect	on	the	history	
of race and slavery, and its impact on 
American	life	over	the	last	400	years.	
 “We couldn’t keep the magazine 
on	the	shelves,”	said	John	Piche,	adult	

 There will be no public rest-
rooms available during lobby hours 
at any branch.
 Days and hours for lobby service 
will be as follows:
•  Beginning June 2, the Lee Road 
branch	 lobby-only	 hours	will	 be	
Tuesday	and	Thursday,	1:30–9	p.m.;	
and	Wednesday,	Friday	and	Satur-
day,	 noon	 to	 5	 p.m.;	with	Seniors	
Only hours on Wednesday, Friday 
and	Saturday,	10	a.m.	to	noon.

•		Services	 on	 the	 same	 days	 and	
hours	will	begin	June	9	at	Coventry,	
Noble and UH branches.

	 “Our	staff	have	been	busy	in	our	
buildings getting ready to welcome 
back a small number of customers at a 
time,”	said	Heights	Libraries	Director	
Nancy Levin. “We have removed fur-
niture, put up plexiglass safeguards in 
front of service desks, and rearranged 
our lobbies to ensure customers and 
staff	can	interact	safely	at	a	proper	so-
cial	distance	of	six	feet.	Staff	will	also	
be busy cleaning the buildings, both 
before	and	after	customers	come	in.”
 “Although we are not ready to 
completely reopen, we are looking for-
ward to seeing customers in the lobby 
in June and getting used to this ‘new 
normal’,”	said	Levin.	“We	will	be	fol-
lowing the Governor’s Responsible Re-
start Ohio Guidelines, and complying 
with public health recommendations 
to	keep	staff	and	customers	safe.	We	
will continue to monitor the news and 
recommendations from the governor’s 
office	throughout	this	process.”

to	be	done	by	our	staff.”
	 Out	of	146	staff	members,	 four	
have retired, three have voluntarily 
exited,	and	48	have	been	furloughed.	
Those	numbers	total	roughly	38	per-
cent	of	the	total	staff.	Of	the	remain-
ing	staff,	65	have	had	their	hours	cut	
by 50 percent.
 Fu rloug hed employees  on 
Heights Libraries’ health, vision and 
dental insurance will remain covered, 
and life insurance and the employee 
assistance program provided by the 
library continue for all employees. 
Those employees working at 50 
percent are eligible for assistance 
through the library’s enrollment in 
the	Shared	Work	Ohio	program.
 Heights Libraries’ human re-
sources department will be helping 
employees	who	are	affected	apply	for	
unemployment.
 “It is our hope that furloughed 
employees will be called back to work 
in the coming months, as we are able 
to	expand	our	services,”	said	Levin.	
“But our goal is to prepare for the 
worst.	We	just	don’t	know	what	the	
future	will	hold.”

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

services librarian. “Handing out doz-
ens upon dozens of reading packets 
became	a	 regular	part	of	my	 job,	as	
more and more of our patrons wanted 
to	read	and	share	these	articles.”	
 In response, Piche organized a 
monthly program at the Lee Road 
branch to provide a platform for peo-
ple	to	discuss	the	subjects	addressed	
by	the	1619	Project,	following	a	cur-
riculum designed by the nonprofit 
Pulitzer Center. The program has 
been immensely popular, attracting 
more	than	350	participants	over	the	
course	of	its	first	five	sessions.	
 “When the library closed its 
doors	in	response	to	the	COVID-19	
outbreak,	 I	 didn’t	 want	 the	 1619	
Project	discussion	group	to	be	put	on	
hold,”	Piche	 said.	 “While	I	knew	 it	
would be a while before we could meet 
in person once again, I was inspired 
by the popularity of the library’s vir-
tual storytimes on social media and 
thought, why not create a virtual space 
for	the	discussion	group?”	
 The Web page features the com-
plete	 1619	Project	discussion	packet,	
articles	on	related	subjects,	topical	 in-
terviews with professors and academics, 
and	a	sign-up	form	to	receive	1619	Project	
discussion	group	news	via	e-mail.
	 The	 1619	 Project	Discussion	
Group page can be found on the 
library’s website at heightslibrary.org/
services/1619-project.    

Isabelle Rew is the community engagement 
associate for the Cleveland Heights-Univer-
sity Heights Public Library System.

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

APRIL 20, 2020
Present were President James Roosa, Vice 
President Dana Fluellen, Patti Carlyle, 
Gabe Crenshaw, Max Gerboc, Annette 
Iwamoto and Vikas Turakhia. 

Financial report
The board reviewed and accepted the 
March 2020 financial statement. Total cash 
balance across the operating accounts, 
Bauer Fund accounts, and investment ac-
counts was $18,141,778.30. Due to the 
pandemic, the library is planning budget 
cuts of up to 20 percent from the general 
fund. Raises have been held, and a hiring 
freeze is in place. While physical book pur-
chases have been reduced, virtual book 
purchases have increased. Yard signs have 
been posted to remind people that free 
WiFi is available in the library parking lot.

Salary continuation during pandemic
CH-UH libraries closed to the public on 
March 13 following Gov. Mike DeWine’s 
COVID-19 orders. All meeting room reserva-
tions have been cancelled through May. No 
passport services or tax appointments are of-
fered at this time. No book donations are be-
ing accepted. Library staff continue to work 
at home, providing online content to library 
customers. The board approved a resolution 
to continue payment of all staff salaries until 
such time as the state of Ohio deems it safe 
for businesses to open, and normal library 
operations are resumed. 

Master plan
Staff had been meeting to tour library build-
ings and begin crafting a master plan for 
updates to buildings and the PEACE Park 
playground. Due to the pandemic, master 
plan bidding has been postponed. The water-
proofing project under way at the Coventry 
Village branch is proceeding. Replacement of 
the air conditioning at the Lee Road branch 
was completed. Deep cleaning of library 
buildings is taking place.

Letter to the community
The board approved wording for a letter to 
the community outlining services available to 
patrons during the library closure, and plans 
being developed for a soft opening once the 
state order to open is given. Staff are working 
with Center for Disease Control guidelines for 
protective equipment and cleaning, to enable 

people to enter the library safely once cur-
rent restrictions are lifted.

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.

MAY 8, 2020 – Special Meeting
Board members present were president 
James Roosa, Vice President Dana Fluellen, 
Patti Carlyle, Gabe Crenshaw and Annette 
Iwamoto. Max Gerboc and Vikas Turakhia 
were absent. 

Reopening the libraries
Heights Libraries anticipates reopening no 
later than June 1, with limited hours, subject 
to the state’s stay-at-home order. The board 
approved a resolution for setting the follow-
ing hours: 
 Tuesday and Thursday, 1:30–9 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, noon to 
5 p.m. Special hours for senior citizens will 
be designated.
 Staff will work in four-hour shifts, allow-
ing time for cleaning between shifts. The Lee 
Road branch will open on June 2. The other 
three branches will open June 9. Curbside 
service will begin, and the book drop will be 
open, on May 18.

Voluntary furlough package 
With limited hours, the libraries will need 
fewer staff. Therefore, the board authorized 
the library administration to offer staff a vol-
untary furlough and exit-incentive package, 
effective May 30.
 The library budget would allow up to 
15 staff members to take advantage of these 
offers. Additional layoffs may be needed 
depending on how many staff take the fur-
lough and exit offers. Those taking the exit-
offer package would resign or retire, and 
receive a lump-sum payment at separation. 
Those furloughed would be prepared to be 
called back to work and, while unemployed, 
would have their health insurance covered. 
In addition to furloughs, other staff will have 
reduced salaries or reduced hours. Other 
non-salary cuts are being planned. A re-
vised budget will be presented to the board 
at the next meeting, on May 18. 

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.

Cleveland Heights – University Heights 
Public Library Board Meeting highlights

Library prepares for partial reopening Library budget cuts total $2 million
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HEIGHTS ARTS

The fruits of my labor
SONGS AND 
STORIES

David Budin

They	built	CoventrYard,	the	then-
arty	 indoor	mini-mall,	 out	 of	 an	
old apartment building, on Cov-
entry	Road,	 just	 as	 it’s	 starting	
to turn the corner and become 
Euclid Heights Boulevard. Then 
my friend Eugene Rocco, a builder 
and designer who loves good food, 
took over what had been the apart-
ment’s garage and transformed 
it into a beautiful gourmet shop, 
Rocco’s Market, directly across the 
courtyard from the original Mad 
Greek Restaurant.
 Rocco, at around that same 
time,	 the	mid	 ’70s,	also	designed	
the	Grum’s	Sub	Shoppe	on	Coven-
try,	near	Mayfield.	It’s	still	there.	
The next time you’re in the area, 
look at it, starting on the outside 
and following your eyes inside. 
It’s very cleverly designed. As was 
Rocco’s Market.
 Rocco’s sold unusual fruits, 
for its time; Amish cheeses and 
baked goods from Middlefield, 
Ohio;	fresh	fish	and	seafood;	dairy	
products; and all kinds of deli 
meats—even	cow’s	tongue	(it	tastes	
sort	of	 like	 corned	beef)—which	
you could buy in bulk or get on 
sandwiches, which were made with 
bagels from Bialy’s.
	 I	was	a	full-time	rock	musician	
then, which pretty much meant 
I	had	 to	have	a	 full-time	 job	do-
ing	something	else.	So,	I	went	to	
work at Rocco’s. I spent my days 
there and my nights rehearsing or 
performing music. I used to take 
food home from there for dinners 
and	 off-days—like	my	 favorite	
sandwich at that time: roast beef, 
turkey and Genoa salami, with 
Swiss	 cheese,	 tomato	 and	Chef	
Budino’s	special	sauce,	on	a	half-
and-half	 bagel;	 and	 some	 things	
that were getting too old to sell 
at the market. I was probably the 
only—or	 certainly	 one	 of	 few—
starving musician anywhere who 
ate lobster once or twice a week.
 By the way, Chef Budino’s 
special sauce came about when 
some	dignitary	(I	can’t	remember	
who—possibly	 a	 local	TV	news	
anchor)	wanted	 something	with	
our special sauce. We didn’t have 
a	special	sauce.	So,	I	whipped	up	a	
concoction of all the condiments 
we	had—ketchup,	mustard,	mayo,	
pickle	 relish	 and	 horseradish—
slapped it on his sandwich, and 
he loved it. And then some people 
standing nearby wanted to try it on 
their sandwiches, and they loved 
it, so it became a standard item. 
Named after me. If I had been 
Italian.
 I loved working there. I loved 
being around and working with 
food, and I loved talking with 

customers about food, and I loved 
talking to the guys I worked with. 
One of them, a longtime supermar-
ket produce guy, said a lot of things 
like	this	(after	arriving	at	the	market	
later	than	expected):	“If	they	hadn’t	
been so slow at the terminal, I’d be 
back	by	now.”	
 And this was typical of another 
co-worker,	Antonio,	a	retired	man	in	
his	70s:	When	he	found	a	lot	of	milk	
on the bottom of the dairy case, he 
announced that he was going to take 
out all the cartons and weigh them, 
and whichever one weighed less 
would be the one that was leaking. 
“That,”	he	proclaimed,	“is	what	you	
call	‘elimination	of	process’.”		Then	
he weighed them all and silently put 
them	all	back.	 “What	did	you	find	
out?”	I	asked	him.	He	said,	“They	all	
weigh the same, except for one. And 
that	one	weighs	more.”	
 We used to receive the Amish 
cheeses in large slabs and it was An-
tonio’s	job	to	slice	them	up	and	wrap	
the individual pieces. He amused the 
hell out of the group of young con-
struction workers who came in every 
day for lunch when he told them, “I 
cut the cheese every afternoon at 
two.”
 A third guy, a recent Greek im-
migrant, never wanted to answer 
the phone. One time he had to, and 
instead	of	saying,	“Rocco’s	Market,”	
he picked up the receiver and said, 
“Marko’s	Rocket.”	Which	is	why	he	
never wanted to answer the phone. 
He and I talked a lot, and we’re still 
friends now.
 I was also the resident wise guy. 
A fancily dressed and coifed woman 
asked	me,	“When	do	you	carry	fish?”	
I said, “When they’re too tired to 
swim.”	 She	 looked	 at	me,	 couldn’t	
think of what to say, and walked 
away.
 I did that all day, every day. Then 
my father started hanging around on 
Saturday	 afternoons,	 heckling	me	
when I was working behind the deli 
counter. Like when a man ordered 
a tongue sandwich. My father said, 
“Yuck! I wouldn’t eat anything that 
came out of an animal’s mouth. I’ll 
have	some	egg	salad.”
 The place closed after a few 
years. And I became a writer, and 
also	a	part-time	chef,	in	addition	to	
my music. I write mostly about mu-
sic and food, naturally. In fact, I’m 
writing a book now that’s a hybrid 
music-history/cookbook.	I	also	got	an	
idea for a novel when I was working 
at	Rocco’s,	which	I	finally	wrote	last	
year, picturing that market the whole 
time. Working there was fruitful.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a pro-
fessional musician and 
comedian. His writing 
focuses on the arts and, 
especially, pop-music 
history.

Here for you during this tough time
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old homes
•  Water tanks & heating systems
• Eco-friendly updates
•  Fully trained, licensed, bonded

& insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300 •  herbsplumbingandheating.com

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

General, Restorative and Aesthetic Dentistry
• Clear Correct Braces
• Digital Dental Technologies
• Tailored to Busy Families
• Comfortable Stress-Free Visits

FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE DENTISTRY
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

FREE SNORING & SLEEP SCREENINGS
• Home Sleep Testing
• Oral Sleep Appliances

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net 
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

One step away from an amazing smile

216.321.2545
Located near  
John Carroll

Easy free parking

40+   Google reviews

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

AI  GARDEN PLANTS AVAILABLE  SD

OHIO EXCELLENCE
IN JOURNALISM AWARDS

2019

BEST COLUMN

The b-side of the B Side, you might say. This is where Rocco’s Market isn’t. Part of the lot on which 
Rocco’s sat is empty and part is the fenced-in patio of the B Side Lounge, which is downstairs 
of the Grog Shop, whose entrace is on Euclid Heights Boulevard, in the CoventrYard building. 
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Hallie Beth Durchslag

On Apr i l  1 , 
amidst the CO-
VID-19	 virus	
and	 stay -at -
home orders, 
C l e v e l a n d 
Heights native 
Julie	 Schlem-
mer beca me 
the new owner 

of Atma Center, the yoga studio in the 
Cedar	Lee	district,	at	2319	Lee	Road.
	 The	 center	 opened	 in	 1997	
through the vision of former own-
er	 Swami	Atmarupa	 (aka	 Beverly	
Singh),	who	wanted	 to	 establish	 a	
holistic	wellness	center	that	offered	
yoga, massage therapy, meditation, 
and a retail source for vitamins and 
physical wellness products.
	 According	to	Swami	Atmarupa,	
she opened the business well before 
yoga came into the American main-
stream. Even so, the yoga aspect of the 
center	 is	what	 took	off.	Satyananda	
yoga, with its focus on the traditional 
yogic meditative practices of breath-
work and relaxation, was accessible 
as a lifestyle practice for people of all 
physical abilities. Now, 22 years later, 
Schlemmer	plans	to	continue	to	focus	
on integrating yogic tradition as a life-
style	practice,	not	just	a	fitness	craze.
 A native of Cleveland Heights, 
Schlemmer	 credits	 her	 father	with	
first	piquing	her	interest	in	yoga.
	 “As	a	child	of	the	’70s	growing	up	
in	Cleveland	Heights,”	she	recalled,	
“my	father	talked	about	the	benefits	
of yoga, and I began to wonder what 
magic it held that so captured his 
attention.	When	 I	was	finally	 able	
to take a class on my own, I became 
captivated too!
 “I fell in love with the movement 
of	yoga,	the	strength	and	fluidity	it	
generated in my body, and the deep 
sense of stillness and gratitude that 
followed. I quickly embraced its 
teachings of the heart and mind, 
and	 loved	how	 it	 all	fit	 together.	 I	
learned that by understanding my-
self, I could better understand the 
world	around	me.”		
	 Schlemmer’s	 initial	 training	was	
in Vinyasa, also known as Flow Yoga. 

Julie Schlemmer is Atma 
Center’s new owner.
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Robert Brown

What if you operated a shop that was 
a gathering space for craft enthusiasts, 
then suddenly found it among those 
shuttered when a state order for social 
distancing, necessitated by a global 
pandemic, led to the temporary clos-
ing	of	all	“non-essential”	businesses?
 That’s where Cleveland Rocks 
and Beads owner Jennifer Gerard 
found	herself	when	COVID-19	hit.		
 “I felt a bit like an animal in a glass 
cage with people banging on the glass 
throughout	the	day,”	said	Gerard.	“So,	
I took that idea to the extreme and 
made	a	 jungle	 safari	out	of	my	shop	
windows, with stuffed animals and 
unusual	objects	from	my	trips	to	Asia,	
so that people taking their children on 
walks could look for exotic and mythi-
cal	beasts	in	the	windows.”
 Cleveland Rocks and Beads, at 
2499	Lee	Blvd.,	in	the	historic	Rock-
efeller Building, opened six years ago 
as	a	business	offering	crafting	classes	
and parties, as well as selling beads, 
stones,	metals,	 tools	 and	other	 jew-
elry-	and	craft-making	materials.
 In the face of the pandemic’s 
restrictions, Gerard enhanced her 
online store, at www.clevelandrock-
sandbeads.com, selling her unique beads 
and	findings,	as	well	as	imported	gifts,	
objects	and	gift	cards.
 Gerard also stayed active on 
social media, hosting online trunk 
shows,	and	featuring	projects	created	
by customers, using components pur-
chased at her shop.

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

New owner continues 
Atma Center’s mission

Over her 16 years as a teacher, her care 
for the unique physical needs of her 
students led to additional training in 
the specialty of yoga therapy, which she 
applied to her work at the Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation for seven years.
	 Schlemmer	is	a	Reiki	master	and	
holds	 a	 certificate	 in	Mindfulness-
Based	 Stress	Reduction	 (MBSR).	
She	 recently	 added	 two	 additional	
certifications	 through	 the	 Integra-
tive Medicine Department at Duke 
University: as an integrative health 
coach, and advanced training in in-
tegrative yoga for seniors.
	 “There	are	many	different	ways	
to	 teach	 and	 practice	 yoga,”	 ex-
plained	Schlemmer,	“yet	the	essence	
of it will always remain the same for 
me—it	is	a	healing	practice.	It	invites	
us to learn about our body and under-
stand what makes it work physically, 
emotionally	and	mentally.”
	 Schlemmer	 is	grateful	 to	Swami	
Atmarupa, and to all of the Atma 
instructors that have continued to 
teach during these uncertain times. 
“The Atma Center is a special place, 
where yoga learning and practice is 
the	essence	of	its	foundation,”	stated	
Schlemmer.	She	assures	clients,	“Your	
beloved and gifted teachers will con-
tinue to teach in this community as it 
is one that is stable, steady and ready to 
continue	to	serve,	connect	and	unite.”	
	 Atma	Center	 is	 offering	 a	 full	
schedule of online classes dur-
ing	COVID-19	 restrictions.	These	
include	 vinyasa	 (flow),	 chair	 yoga,	
pranayama	 (breathwork),	 and	 yoga	
nidra	(a	relaxation	tool).	The	website,	
www.atmacenter.com,	offers	links	and	
instructions on how to access classes. 
Students	are	encouraged	to	call	216-
371-9760	if	they	have	any	questions.	
While classes remain online, the 
Atma Center storefront, which of-
fers yoga mats and props, Ayurvedic 
herbs,	 and	 various	 gift	 items,	 re-
opened	on	May	4.

Hallie Beth Durchslag grew up in the Rox-
boro neighborhood and is a proud alumna 
of Heights High. She continues to live and 
work in the Cleveland Heights community, 
where she teaches, writes, and maintains 
a private practice as a Jungian-oriented 
psychodynamic psychotherapist.

Cleveland Rocks and Beads  
welcomes back customers

 As of May 1, Gerard had opened 
her	 store	by-appointment	 to	 single	
customers and family units, and was 
looking ahead to May 12 when, in ac-
cordance with Gov. DeWine’s order 
lifting some restrictions on retail 
shops,	she	planned	to	open	to	in-store	
customers who are wearing masks and 
“sanitize	on	entry.”	Call	216-932-3780	
to make an appointment, and for more 
information.
 Through the shutdown and 
gradual reopening, Cleveland Rocks 
and Beads continues to operate as a 
UPS	Access	Point—a	pick-up	 and	
drop-off	 location.	UPS	 customers	
are asked to knock, have ID ready to 
show, and wait patiently outside while 
Gerard brings packages to the door.
 Gerard reminds residents to think 
local first when making purchasing 
decisions. “If we want vibrant, healthy 
communities,”	said	Gerard,	“we	have	
to start thinking before we buy. We 
have	bookstores,	confectioners,	coffee	
roasters, bread bakers, gift shops, dress 
makers and now mask makers. Before 
people click and send their money to an-
other part of the country or the world, 
we should think about who might need 
our support right here. Most of our local 
businesses have an online presence or 
are	just	a	phone	call	away.”

Robert Brown is a city planner with 40 
years of experience, including nine years as 
Cleveland’s city planning director. A resi-
dent of Cleveland Heights for more than 40 
years, he is the president of FutureHeights’  
Board of Directors.

Owner Jennifer Gerard created an exotic safari-themed window display to delight passersby 
while her business was closed to in-store customers.
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216~577~8700 
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  
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No need to wait a month for more community news. 

get the 

Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Shop  
Local

Platinum Construction 
COMPLETE 2-Car Garage $8,999 

Concrete Driveways $2,999 
 

LARGEST GARAGE BUILDER  
IN CLEVELAND 

(216) 459-0000 

platinum306@gmail.com 

www.building-garages.com 

 

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

Gutter Guru 
Professional Gutter Cleaning 

Local Cleveland Heights Business 

Brooks Jones III 

216-543-4113  (mobile) 

bmj386@gmail.com 

  

Doctor of Naturopathy

Board Certified Holistic 
Heath Practitioner

EssentialArcadia.com  |  216.925.6645

Karen Seremak
ND, BCHHP

@EssentialArcadiaNaturalWellness

Helping You to Regain 
Your Health, Naturally.

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor of the  
Lee Road Library 

Fill-a-bag Sale 
the first Friday 
of each month. 

All proceeds  
support the library. 

Great Used 
Books For Sale 

Every Day! 
info@friendsheightslibraries.org 

216-932-3600 x1234 

WAREHOUSE BEVERAGE 

 Wine & Brewing Supplies 
 Imported Wines 
 Large Selection of Imported 

and Craft Beers 

Kenny 
4364 Mayfield Road 

South Euclid, OH  44121 
216.382.2400 

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS  

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

Shop  
Local

Taxes 
Annuities 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
Investment Company Representative 
2121 South Green Road 

South Euclid, Ohio 44121 
PH: 216.382.9647 

raywohlcpa@yahoo.com 
*************************************** 

* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative 
* Securities offered through Avantax Wealth Management  
   Member SlPC 

Investment & Insurance Products:  Not FDIC Insured.           
No Bank Guarantee.  May Lose Value. 
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