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CH ballot issue 6 is one step in transition
Kim Sergio Inglis

On the Nov. 3 election ballot, Cleveland Heights voters are being asked
to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on Issue 6—a
proposed city charter amendment
that reads as follows:
“Shall Article VII, Sections 3, 4,
and 5 of the Charter of the City of
Cleveland Heights be amended to
provide that candidates for all elected
offices shall file petitions with the
election authorities not later than
4:00 p.m. on the ninetieth (90th) day
prior to the date set for the primary
election?”
Ballot Issue 6 pertains to the
city’s mayoral elections—the first of
which will take place in fall 2021. In
November 2019, CH voters approved
ballot Issue 26, a charter amendment
to change the city’s government from
the current council-manager form to
a mayor-council form, in which resi-

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Free parking
at all Cleveland Heights
meters

Cleveland Heights City Hall.

President of Council Jason Stein,
“The way the charter is currently written, candidates have 180 days to collect signatures, and not less than 90
days to turn them in, but [it] doesn’t

dents directly elect the city’s mayor.
The winning candidate in November
2021 will take office on Jan. 1, 2022.
This year’s ballot issue is intended to clarify ambiguity in the
city’s charter. According to Mayor/

continued on page 14

Fairmount School of Music
becomes Musicologie CH

Crowe named head of
Peacemakers Alliance

courtesy Kevin Richards

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Kevin and Patricia Richards of Musicologie Cleveland Heights.

tronicanica.
Richards has been running the
Fairmount School of Music, with
his wife, Patricia, for 32 years—in
the same location (3473 Fairmount
Blvd.) and in the same way. But the
COVID-19 pandemic has forced
them—like almost everyone else—to

David Budin

Folk musicians—like me and, for
instance, fellow traditional- and rootsmusic artist Kevin Richards—are, by
nature, somewhat more resistant to
changing how we do things. That’s
why we continue to play old music,
rather than, say, electro-punk or funk-

continued on page 11

‘Heights Conversations’ continue virtually
and participants. The conversations
will be held via Zoom, in small groups,
using the breakout-rooms feature.
In each breakout room, two trained
facilitators, and up to 10 participants,
will meet for a guided conversation.
Several community groups are
coordinating the conversations: HCC,
FutureHeights, Reaching Heights,
Heights Libraries, Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights City School District, Home Repair Resource Center,
and Compass Consulting.
“Our goal is to raise awareness of

Sruti Basu

In spring 2020, a group of nonprofit
and public-facing organizations, led by
Heights Community Congress (HCC),
planned to host conversations in which
diverse groups of Heights residents would
come together around a shared meal to
have conversations centered around race
to raise awareness and build community.
The Covid-19 pandemic, however,
thwarted those plans.
As the year wore on, it became apparent to group leaders that discussions
about race were more urgent and necesHeights Observer October 1, 2020

sary than ever, and they sought a way to
move forward, with participant safety as
a top priority. At 3 p.m., on Sunday, Nov.
15, the group will host “Heights Conversations: Let’s Talk About Race,” virtually.
Organizers are seeking community
members to participate as facilitators
			

continued on page 22
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My e s h a
Crowe, an
experienced
youth-development
professional, is the
new execu- Myesha Crowe
tive director
of Cleveland Peacemakers Alliance
(CPA).
A nonprofit violence-prevention organization, CPA conducts
street outreach in the city’s higher-risk neighborhoods, provides
violence interruption services at
MetroHealth Medical Center and
University Hospitals, and helps
youths in the juvenile court system
find positive paths.
Cr o we l i v e s i n C l e v e l a n d
Heights with her daughters Elle, 7,
and Cori, 3.
She served as the group’s interim director, and holds bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in social work
from Cleveland State University.
A Cleveland native and John
Marshall High School graduate,
Crowe was raised by a single mother. During her childhood, her family
moved more than 20 times, and she
transferred schools about 15 times.
She is the first in her family to
graduate from college and graduate
school.
Cleveland Peacemakers Alliance Board Chair Kevin Griffin
announced the appointment. “The
board is enthusiastic about the next
phase of the Cleveland Peacemakers Alliance,” Griffin said. “We are

continued on page 8
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The Heights Observer welcomes letters to
the editor. They must be submitted electronically, along with the writer’s name, phone
number and e-mail address, to: www.heightsobserver.org/members.
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication
for residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your own, or
with friends, neighbors or colleagues.
Our volunteer editors will make sure
it’s ready to publish and contact you
with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click on
“Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
November issue must be submitted by
Oct. 12. We publish some articles online as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.
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Thank you, from the bottom of Tommy’s heart
Tommy Fello

This has taken longer to write than I
intended, mostly because it is hard to
put into words the feelings of gratitude I have experienced over the last
several months.
Beginning on March 16, and
through May 3, Tommy’s shut its
doors for the longest period ever
since our 1972 opening. While we were
closed, loyal customers purchased
huge amounts of gift cards, without
knowing when we would re-open and
they could redeem them. This gesture
was the first of countless, incredible
displays of love and kindness. You
showed up to support us when there
were so many unknowns. This gesture
was such a light in a really dark and
scary time.
On May 4 we opened for curbside
service only. We had limited staff
because many were understandably
concerned about returning to work
during a global pandemic. Staff that
did come back worked in areas with
which they were unfamiliar, but they
adapted and learned without hesitation. Some of them have been working with me for over 20 years, doing
the same jobs, and had to learn new
positions. They did this with so much
eagerness and patience. To those who
came back even though you were worried for your health and well-being,
I know you did this to support your
co-workers, my family and me, and for
that I will never be able to say thank
you enough. Our team is full of special
people. You are the best of the best,

Why my family supports Issue 69
To the Editor:
My family and I have lived in Cleveland Heights since 2001. After beginning their education with wonderful
years at Canterbur y Elementar y
School, our daughters (now 20 and 17)
switched to the private school where
my husband worked. We continued
to support every CH-UH levy during
this time because we understand the
value of strong public schools to the
entire community.
In 2018 our younger daughter,
Lily, asked to tour Heights High.
Coming from a small, high-touch
private-school experience, I suspected
we [might] receive an impersonal
introduction. How wrong I was. Joy
Henderson provided thoughtful,
individualized support and guidance
as Lily learned about Heights and
considered making the change. Lily
started Heights as a ninth-grader and
has loved it from day one.
Now a junior, Lily enjoys a challenging schedule of AP and honors
classes, and is in her third year of Swim
Cadets.
She loves the school community—
she’s met teachers she truly respects
and has made great friends. Lily tells
everyone who asks that returning to
Heights schools was the best decision
she ever made—and we agree.
				

Courtesy Tommy’s
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Tommy’s is offering in-person dining on the patio at the now-closed Panini’s Bar and Grill.

and I am a lucky man to have you as
my Tommy’s family.
Throughout my nearly 50 years
of being in business, I have had the
good fortune of having the “Coventry
Village Community” (though many
are now all around the world) take me
under its wings and provide generous
support.
That was undeniable on May 4.
You showed up and supported us,
not only by ordering food, but by
being so patient and generous with
our Tommy’s family while we worked
out the kinks of “Operation Tommy’s
Curbside.” We were short-staffed,

and went from 10 percent takeout
to 100 percent. There was a definite
learning curve, but not one employee,
and very few customers, complained.
Our Tommy’s family was happy to be
back at work, making the food and
shakes that so many missed, and our
customers were happy to be supporting us, learning curve and all.
The city of Cleveland Heights
and the police department also
stepped up for us, graciously allowing
us to use five meters in front of the
restaurant for curbside.
Our volume of business through-

Today, we still support the CHUH levy because we believe in public
schools. But now, our support is also
based on first-hand, up-close experience.
We urge everyone to support
the most important expression of
community, our schools, and vote
for Issue 69 to ensure that Lily—and
students across the district—can
continue to have such a high-quality
educational experience for years to
come.

• With inflation hovering around 2
percent per year, prices rise about 8
percent every four years.
• The CH-UH district receives about
$72 million per year in local property
taxes; 8 percent of $72 million is
about $6 million.
Conclusion: All else being equal,
we need to pass a levy for an additional $6 million per year every four
years or so if we don’t want to defund
the public schools.
The last time we passed a school
levy was in 2016, and the proposed
levy on the ballot this November
would raise about $5 million per year.
The fact that this amount is lower
than what one would expect just from
inflation reflects the belt-tightening
that our school board has already
been doing, and expects to continue
doing.
Of course, not everything else
is equal: you can delve deeper into
the numbers for enrollment, pay
scales, benefits, administrators,
changes to state funding levels, and
state-mandated EdChoice payouts;
some influence the numbers one
way, some the other way. But the
bottom line is that our school board
has already trimmed millions from
the budget, and it is critical that we
pass this levy to support our kids,
our public institutions, and our
community.

Kirsten Fawcett-Dubow
Cleveland Heights

School levy defeat
would defund our
public schools
To the Editor:
For those trying to cut through all
the nonsense and figure out whether
to vote for the school levy this fall,
here’s a simple check to see if the levy
request is reasonable:
• In Ohio, the dollar amount raised
from levies is fixed, so as prices
(and hopefully home values) rise
with inflation, the amount raised
to fund the schools does not rise.
That means if we don’t pass a levy
every few years, we are effectively
defunding public schools.
2
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Opinion

District priotizes athletics over other programs
Jessica Smith

The school district is prioritizing
student athletics over other, safer extracurriculars and, more importantly,
over providing special-education
services to students with disabilities.
This isn’t about being anti-athletics, I am not; they serve an important
role in the development and mental
health of children, but they have their
proper place, which is not at the front
of the reopening line.
When asked about this, Superintendent Kirby and the school
board members have expressed they
are following the guidelines, which
is false. The CDC guidelines published in May indicate that playing
sports against other local teams is a
level 4 risk (5 being the highest). The
Cuyahoga County Board of Health is
recommending discontinuing athletics during virtual learning. Adding
spectators, even just families, increases that unnecessary risk of furthering
community spread. It is bad policy
from a public health standpoint, and
it is bad policy in terms of priorities.
Kirby indicated that [the district]
didn’t have a plan to provide inperson services because [the district]
thought it would open in person for
all; however, during all board meetings over the summer, [board members and administrators] reiterated
multiple times that there would be a
contingency plan if the district had to
be remote again. Clearly, maintaining
special-education services was not
part of that plan.

Thank you
for your
support!

Special-education services for
district students was mentioned in one
e-mail in April, when they switched
to tier 3 learning. Then, nothing,
until a poorly worded e-mail on Sept.
12 stated that only children with
“low-incidence disabilities who have
intensive needs” may be able to start
receiving services later in the month.
The district doesn’t get to pick
and choose which children receive
appropriate access to the services it
is legally obligated to provide. Legal
precedent, out of the U.S. District
Court in New York, indicates that
services should be in-person whenever safe to do so. If a coach can meet
with an entire football team safely, my
child can meet one-on-one with his
physical therapist.
I’m angry, I’m disappointed,
I’m frustrated. I feel the district is
ignoring special-education needs and
instead falling for the popularity of
student athletics. I recognize, especially right now, athletics can be very
helpful for students. But they should
not be the priority.
District families deserve better.
[Those who] raised concerns should
have received a proper acknowledgement and response, not excuses and
dismissal. [The district had] months
to plan, and yet we have nothing but
a “we are working on it.” That isn’t
good enough, and I for one am done
waiting. I will surely be keeping this
in mind when filling out my ballot.

We greatly appreciate
your business and look
forward to serving you
in the future.
Both our locations are open
for dine-in, & patio dining.
Take out, curbside pickup &
delivery thru Toast TakeOut.

lunabakerycafe.com
Cleveland Hts • 216.231.8585
Moreland Hills • 216.672.3600

Privileged
to help.
Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Jessica Smith is a Cleveland Heights
resident and parent of two young children.

Levy opponents outline concerns in letter to BOE
Maureen Lynn

On Sept. 2, a slightly longer version
of the following letter was sent to
the CH-UH Board of Education
(BOE), Superintendent Kirby and
Treasurer Gainer. As of Sept. 14,
I had yet to get a single response.
These “leaders” are ignoring their
fiduciary responsibilities. We need
to hold them accountable and demand more transparency. Vote “no”
on Issue 69.
Dear School Board Members,
On July 28, TigerNation4LowerTaxes (TN4LT) reached out to let
you know that a petition had been
signed by over 800 residents asking
you to request a performance audit
by the state auditor as soon as possible and prior to voting to place a
levy on the November 2020 ballot.
Today, over 1,600 residents have
signed the petition and joined the
call for a performance audit.
We received a response from
[BOE President] Sourini, stating
that residents’ calls for a performance audit were not going unheeded, and that we “simply did not
like” the answer that was provided.
That answer, according to Ms.
Sourini, is that the district reached
out to the auditor’s office and was
told it could take several months
to get on the schedule and then six
months to complete the audit. She
Heights Observer October 1, 2020
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also stated that this timetable was
before COVID-19, which could
delay the process further. The
State Auditor[‘s office], however,
has stated that the pandemic has
not impacted its ability to conduct
performance audits and has not
created a backlog.
On July 28, TN4LT also presented a revised five-year forecast
to demonstrate that it is possible
for the district to operate without
additional levies. We are disappointed that you have chosen not
to engage with us in a meaningful
effort to review the district’s forecast. To his credit, [BOE member
Jim] Posch responded via e-mail
on July 29 that he was grateful for
our constructive feedback, and
committed to review the revised
forecast and provide us with a list
of questions regarding our assumptions/projections.
In an opinion published in
the Heights Observer on Aug. 18, a
group of 18 residents called on the
Schools to “fix” health care spending. That opinion stated that if the
CH-UH school district’s health
care contract were similar to the
Shaker school district’s health care
contract, it could potentially save
our taxpayers more than $7 million
a year.
The CH-UH district’s August
2020 Five-Year Forecast shows a
$53.2 million deficit by 2025. Even

216-533-2936

Shop local. Play Local. Hire Local.
Proudly selling the Heights since 2001
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216.233.6726

Meredith Babel
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Opinion

It’s time to move on Millikin BOE can no longer abdicate
its responsibility for Millikin
Susan Efroymson

On Sept. 3, the CH-UH Board of Education (BOE) voted to reject further
discussion of proposals [for Millikin],
brought to them by unanimous vote
of Cleveland Heights City Council,
[that were] in response to years of
citizens seeking progress at the Millikin site and the desire to increase
[tax] revenue. [Many] residents are
appalled. How is refusing to explore
[new] revenue possibilities a good idea,
while [the BOE has proposed] levying
residents for more revenue? The audit
the BOE refused to undertake might
have shown great possibilities could
come from developing the Millikin
property. Council [members], like
many districtwide, believe it holds
much promise.
With a declining population, the
district will need to close more buildings. Millikin should be a warning to
every neighborhood in the district:
Coming soon to your neighborhood!
For years the area endured the drug
and gun deals that occur on neglected,
abandoned properties. The building sits
underutilized as a storage facility, with
the ramshackle stables sporting graffiti.
The building is a loss to the district,
costing tens of thousands [of dollars] a
year to maintain. Off-loading it off-loads
that cost. Multiply that savings over years.
No developer is going to buy that
land when it means taking on the cost of
tearing down the asbestos-laden building. Offers haven’t exactly been pouring
in. Hence CH council, responding to
its citizens, offered a deal that would
see much needed, awaited and desired
development.
Without the oft-used procedure of
the $1 sale price, no one will even look
at developing it, and Millikin remains
a financial drain; unrealized potential.
Fewer students require fewer buildings.
A good disposition should be a priority.
The Millikin neighborhood has been
waiting for action for nearly 15 years.

Imagine if it had been developed right
away and [had been generating] funds
for years already!
Without abatements, we lose.
Not the developer. He’ll simply find
another place to develop and make
his money where he’s wanted. Abatements are SOP [standard operating
procedure] for attracting projects.
This is the standard path to seeing
future revenue. There are multiple
[sources] of potential income to be explored. Some with short-term benefit,
others with larger benefit long term.
Declining to explore them follows a
pattern. There are ample examples
where the school district might have
seen income, but turned that down
(such as Gearity, Wiley and Coventry).
To be fair, after many years of
nothing, the BOE returned a small
playground—far less than the attraction neighborhood kids enjoyed
when Millikin was open. Now, the
adjoining backyard looks like more
fun. A neighborhood group should
be commended for making the best
of the [playground] with paint and
marigolds. It wouldn’t present a challenge to move [it] in order to maintain
a small playground in the new housing
development. That’s an easy lift.
The BOE needs to educate. The Millikin land remains tax abated for as long as
it doesn’t sell—already 15 years! Without
the deal, we have no funds now, none in
the future, and continue to lose money
on maintenance. Move forward and possibilities exist, but history shows no other
interest will be forthcoming. Turn this
down, we get nothing. Go forward and
the possibilities tally in the millions. It’s
time to bring in much-needed revenue for
CH-UH public schools from the Millikin
land. Put it back on the table.
Susan Efroymson is active in the neighborhood
and community, serving on CH’s Refuse and
Recycling Task Force and the CEM Transition
Subcommittee. She was a Millikin parent and still
lives just around the corner from the former school.

Jessica Cohen

In a single-family housing district, 11
acres sit almost abandoned. They’re
home to a decaying building only
used for storage, a historic stable now
used for school district equipment,
and some lovely, but uncared for,
woodlands. This property is generating zero tax dollars for the school
district or the city, and has been a
community liability since 2006, when
the CH-UH school district closed
the Millikin school. An attempt to
sell it for $650,000 collapsed when
it was discovered that bringing the
building up to code would entail
millions of dollars in abatement.
That revelation left the property
essentially worthless, and the school
board barely gave it another thought
until this year, when the city of Cleveland Heights proposed a transfer of
the property to the city, to entertain
development proposals.
After acknowledging in March
2020 that it had no use for the property, the school board, in September,
tabled the transfer of Millikin, citing
three reasons: a lack of a revenuegenerating proposal from the city,
an inability to focus on this issue
while managing the other needs of
the district, and a desire to preserve
the historic stables and woodlands.
To these weak justifications I offer
the following:
• The district has a tax levy on the
ballot for this election, ostensibly
[due to] the district’s dire financial
need. Yet, this same district has let
a potentially revenue-generating
property decline into worthlessness, while simultaneously failing to aggressively pursue any
revenue-generating options. The
district demands that the city
bring it revenue-generating options. The city already indicated
it is pursuing development for
single-family homes—which are
revenue-generating—but can do
nothing if the district refuses
to transfer ownership. The CHUH Board of Education’s (BOE)
refusal to marshal every option
at its disposal, in the face of significant financial distress, begs the
question of whether the district is

serious about wanting this property
to generate revenue.
• No one can deny that the school
district is managing significant needs
and competing priorities. However,
if the financial health of the district
is as much a priority as the district
says it is (and insists that it should
be for the entire community), don’t
taxpayers deserve the board’s time
and serious attention to this potential revenue opportunity? I want my
public officials to take action, not
make excuses and put off critical
decisions. If not now, when?
• In 2014, the district conditioned the
sale of the Millikin property on the
retention of the historic Severance
stables. Those who care about the stables’ preservation should go see their
condition today. It is, unfortunately, a
graffitied dumping ground for district
equipment and supplies. If the district
truly seeks to keep the stables—which
is eminently possible with the right lot
division—it should give the property
the attention it deserves at present.
Lot divisions could also preserve the
miniscule park that was installed
without community input, and some
of the woodlands. Even 8–10 acres of
development would benefit residents
more than continued excuses.
Millikin neighborhood residents
have chosen to live here as a destination, not a stopover to suburbs farther
east. These same residents want larger
single-family homes, to enable them
to stay in this Cleveland Heights
neighborhood. I expect our elected
officials to listen and respond to the
needs of residents. I encourage my
fellow Cleveland Heights residents to
tell BOE members: We cannot wait
any longer. If it takes work, then do
the work. But it is time for you to have
the Millikin property finally serve the
residents, not force us to pay for its
decay.
Jessica Cohen is chair of the CH Planning Commission, was vice chair of its
Charter Review Commission and a
Citizens Advisory Committee member.
A law-school student at night, full-time
corporate affairs professional by day, and
a full-time mom, she is a proud Cleveland
Heights resident, as are her husband and
four children.
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Arborist
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Opinion

Attack on teacher benefits
neither fact-based nor fair
Deborah Van Kleef

In a September Heights Observer opinion piece (“18 residents call on CH-UH
school district to fix health care spending”) rife with inaccuracies, flawed
reasoning and unfair assumptions,
Tony Cuda and 17 co-signers urged
the Cleveland Heights Teachers Union
(CHTU) to agree to a cut in members’
health benefits, so that the CH-UH
City School District can reduce its
operating budget. While Cuda does not
mention Issue 69 [the proposed school
operating levy], he strongly implies that
if greedy teachers and their families
would sacrifice for the greater good,
there would be no need for the 4.8 mill
levy on the Nov. 3 ballot.
Cuda et al. believe that, because
teachers in neighboring districts
(specifically Shaker Heights and
Beachwood) pay a larger percentage
of their health insurance premiums,
along with higher deductibles, it is “fiscally responsible” and “fair” to impose
comparable costs on CH-UH teachers. They fail to consider that health
benefits are just one component of an
overall compensation package.
Negotiating a contract involves
trade-offs, which vary from district
to district. CH-UH teachers chose
low out-of-pocket health-care costs in
exchange for a salary freeze for three
years out of the past nine. Former
CHTU Vice President Brian Schaner, in a letter to Cuda, cited “higher
salaries, retirement pick-up, longevity
pay and other benefits to teachers in
[Shaker Heights and Beachwood], that
our members do not have.” Tuition reimbursement is also available in those
districts, but not to CH-UH educators, many of whom earn as much as
$10,000 a year less than their Shaker
and Beachwood peers.
Since the early 2000s, CHTU
members have paid a premium share
for their health insurance. During
the last contract negotiation, in 2016,
the parties agreed to a fixed amount,
which at that time was 10 percent. As
the premium has increased, that fixed

Need affordable Medicare
that’s in step with your life?

amount now covers 7.7 percent.
Cuda claims the district could save $7
million per year by increasing the premium share and deductibles, and eliminating
family coverage, but he doesn’t explain
how he got this figure. CHTU leaders estimate that cutting $7 million in benefits
would cost each of their members $8,000
to $9,000 per year, regardless of whether
they earn $100,000 or $30,000.
The imperative to bring employee
compensation in line with “the market” has its own relentless logic. Suppose we make the proposed cuts, and
another district slashes health benefits
further? Do we then “level down” to
match them? How long before we are
engaged in the proverbial race to the
bottom? And how would that affect
our ability to attract and retain experienced and gifted teachers?
Public education has been under
attack for more than 40 years. Highstakes testing has cynically undermined confidence in the schools that
serve our most impoverished children.
The Ohio Supreme Court ruled in 1997
that funding education with property
taxes is unconstitutional, yet this inequitable system remains in place. State
law requires levies just so districts can
keep up with inflation. Vouchers and
now EdChoice have siphoned millions
of our tax dollars from our public
schools to private institutions.
If we as a nation had the will to
fix our bloated, broken health care
system, there would be no bargaining
table tussles over health care benefits.
The United States is the only industrialized country where access to medical
care depends on employment.
CH-UH teachers have sacrificed
pay and valuable benefits to obtain excellent, affordable health care for themselves and their families. To demand
that they give this up, especially during
a pandemic, is punitive and unjust.

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent
This is an advertisement.

The CH-UH Board of Education
(BOE) could save $10.4 million by
2025 and upwards of $17.8 million
by 2030. The savings would come
from simply realigning the district’s
spending on employee benefits to
be in-line with other local school
districts.
While CH-UH currently spends
47.7 percent of salaries and wages on
employee benefits, the average spent
on employee benefits in other local
districts is about 40 percent: Shaker
spends 40 percent, South EuclidLyndhurst spends 40 percent, Euclid
spends 40 percent, Beachwood spends
33.4 percent and Mayfield spends 40.5
percent.
Indications are the CH-UH
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Deborah Van Kleef has lived in Cleveland
Heights for most of her life. A third-generation union activist, she is a member of
American Federation of Musicians Local
4 and Local 1000.

Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

• Experts in old
homes
• Water tanks &
heating systems

CH-UH district’s benefit spending
should be in-line with other districts
James Hurley

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can
be confusing.

• Eco-friendly
updates

BOE plans to increase spending
on employee benefits to 51 percent
over the coming years. Instead of
bringing spending on benefits inline with other districts, the BOE
appears to be heading in the other
direction with plans to spend more
on employee benefits.
We assume the district is correct
about its student population declining by 900 students over the coming
decade, and this is accounted for as
part of this forecast.
The student-to-staff ratio should
remain the same to continue providing the quality education the district
seeks. However, spending on salaries
and wages should decline in-line with
the decline in student population, and
this is also accounted for as part of the

• Fully trained, licensed,
bonded & insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

continued on page 7
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The common good is on the line
216-371-5944
• Slate

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

unable to partake in the full power
of education.
Public school kids are being
home schooled with the aid of a
computer screen and hardworking
teachers who are trying to nurture
and inspire from afar. It is foreign
territory for everyone. I can’t get
my head around how it works.
Just how long should anyone
be required to connect through a
screen? Some children will suffer
from it in ways that will be hard
to undo, and we will have to find
a way to close the gaps created by
circumstances we cannot control.
The absence of full access to
the education process underlines
the value of a strong system of
public schools, and, yet, we must
fight for them to remain strong.
Too many state lawmakers
don’t value this beautiful building
and its public purpose. Our community is not only struggling to
serve its children in the face of a
pandemic. It is also faced with a

the common
good

• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

Susie Kaeser

www.ustonroof.com

Advertise
in the
Observer

I was waiting for the light to
change, and there in front of
me was Cleveland Heights High
School, the flagship of our public
schools.
The school looked glorious in
the late afternoon light—a grand
building with history and a public purpose that is as substantial
as its presence at Cedar and Lee
roads.
It is a concrete expression
of how our community united
to invest in the well-being of our
young people, and yet, here we
are in a tragic moment, shut out
of our public space, isolated and

SUITES AVAILABLE
Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms
Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
Refinished Kitchens
Hardwood Floors
Parking
Laundry Facilities
Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of
Cleveland Heights and the former
director of Reaching Heights. She is
active in the Heights Coalition for
Public Education and the League of
Women Voters.

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com
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financial crisis. The legislature’s
preoccupation with cutting taxes
and shifting the cost of its addiction to private education to local
communities has put our public
schools in a financial bind, requiring cuts to education opportunities and higher local taxes. This
is not good for anyone.
Over the years the legislature
has normalized its unconventional and inappropriate use of
public funds to pay for private
education, while ignoring its
constitutional responsibility to
provide for high-quality public
education.
S c h o o l s a r e r e l e v a n t to
healthy communities, but the
legislature seems willing to sacrifice communities to its ideology.
Thirty years of building
a well-orchestrated and wellfunded narrative that public
schools are second rate is making
it harder to muster support for
public-school children and to
embrace every child as valuable.
I worry that generations of
voters have been attracted to
school choice without thinking
about how it threatens the common good.
Stress brought on by COVID-19 and by legislative indifference is wearing me down, but
there is one glimmer of hope.
State Rep. Robert Cupp (RLima), the new speaker of the
house, is ready to bring before
the legislature the long-awaited
H.B. 305, which would tackle
Ohio’s broken school-funding
system.
Passage of the bill would not
end public funding for private
education, but it would shift the
cost to the state general fund and
take the burden off local property
taxes. Given the legislature’s resistance to any limits on privatization, passage of H.B. 305 is a
long shot, but we still must fight
for it, and right now!
Our democracy is limping,
torn by state and federal leadership intent on dismantling government and our public institutions. I don’t know how to revive
our sense of common purpose
and our interconnection, but we
must.
The November election is
our best option for protecting
public schools and equal opportunity for all children. There are
real choices at all levels that will
make a difference in assuring the
long-term viability of our public
institutions.
Vote! Equal opportunity and
democracy are on the line.
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Virtual thoughts from a strange new world
A Teacher’s
Voice

Karen Rego

A few weeks ago, teachers didn’t
know what it would be like to
teach exclusively online. There
were so many questions: What if
the students can’t connect? How
will I know if the students are
engaged? How will I know if they
are learning? Although we now
have a few days under our belt,
these questions still remain.
Teachers always want what’s
best for their students. They
want them to learn regardless of
the situation. Although we don’t
have all the answers, I know that
our teachers are working above
and beyond expectations, to
make this experience as positive
as possible for their students.
The first-day jitters were different this year. Instead of trying
to get my supplies and my classroom ready, I was busy setting
up Google Meets, Google Classrooms, and becoming familiar
with lots of new online material
to use with my students.
I had to learn how to connect my grade book, my lessons,
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and my assignments so they were
organized for students to access.
To say it has been overwhelming
would be an understatement.
I began my 21st year of teaching feeling like it was my first. I
was ready for the first day, but
then I realized there were all the
other days that would follow and
I needed to be prepared for those,
too. It was time for me to learn
“virtual” tricks to keep my students
engaged all day in Google Meets,
which was going to be exhausting
for all of us.
Teaching virtually provides all
sorts of new challenges in communication, lesson planning, grading
and, most importantly, connecting
with our students. All of this is possible, once we adjust to this new
environment.
I miss the hallway interaction
with students and families. I miss
engaging my students when class
begins. I miss the “goodbyes” and
the “see you tomorrows.” Yes, it’s
the little things. I love teaching
the content, but I love the student
interactions more. Working off a
list of students with muted mics is
just not the same.
Like my colleagues, I spend
a lot of time trying to make the
Google slides appealing. I ask students to raise their hands, unmute
to speak, or write a question in
the chat. I know they have logged
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on because I see their names or
icons with photos, but they are
still learning how to “unmute”
in a timely manner. This is a
strange new world for teachers
who are used to the hustle and
bustle of a live classroom.
What we’re doing now is
keeping everyone safe until the
time when we return to teaching
as we once knew it. Students
are doing what they can to keep
up with all their classwork,
teacher expectations, and connectivity issues. Computers can
never replace in-person instruction. What keeps my colleagues
and me going every-day is the
knowledge that we will see our
students again.
Karen Rego has taught grades K–8 in
the CH-UH district, and currently
provides math and language support
at Monticello Middle School. She is
president of the Cleveland Heights
Teachers Union.
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benefit spending continued from page 5

forecast.
A 2 percent per year increase to
salaries and wages is accounted for
as part of the forecast, to encourage
continued improvement in quality and
effectiveness of the district.
It is almost impossible to reduce
employee benefit spending at once,
overnight. The reduction in spending
on employee benefits would decline
from 47.7 percent to 40 percent over
the first five years, then stay flat at 40
percent for the following five years.
When added up, the district’s
spending on salaries plus wages plus
benefits plus a 2 percent annual increase
for staff would be $86.9 million in 2020,
and decline to $69.1 million in 2030.
The cumulative savings from the
realignment of employee benefits by
the CH-UH district would result in
savings of $10.4 million by 2025 and
$17.8 million by 2030.
Will the BOE act on the savings
opportunity of realigning employee
benefits to be in-line with other local
districts?
James Hurley is a 15-year resident of
Cleveland Heights.
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Gratitude

crowe continued from page 1
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confident that Myesha and the CPA
staff will serve as a trusted resource
for young people in our community
and that the organization will build
bridges of opportunities and work
to create environments that reduce
incidents of violence among young
people.”
Crowe said, “I am honored to
have the opportunity to work toward
a solution to a generational problem
of violence, one that our neighborhoods and communities have been
battling for years.”
CPA is an independent organization focused on reducing youth and
gang violence in the city’s neighborhoods by engaging young people and
those who influence them, such as
family members and peers. CPA was
re-launched in early 2016, when Boys
& Girls Clubs of Cleveland, now a
branch of Boys & Girls Clubs of
Northeast Ohio (BGCNEO) agreed
to take over the organization, restructure it and make it a subsidiary.
“Myesha is a passionate, driven
leader who cares deeply about reducing violence in our community and
keeping young people on a positive
path,” said Jeff Scott, BGCNEO’s
president and CEO. “She is committed to the mission of Cleveland
Peacemakers Alliance and to finding
ways to make our streets safer for
everyone.”

Heights of
Democracy

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg

Though we often point out, in a
spirit of constructive criticism, how
local government and institutions fall
short of democratic ideals, we deeply
love our city. Long, solitary walks
during the pandemic have led us to
reflect on many of the wonderful
aspects of life here. Below are just a
few of the reasons we are grateful to
be living in Cleveland Heights.
Our neighbors
• Creative, friendly, interesting, kind,
generous, quirky, accomplished,
thoughtful, engaged, active.
• Diverse in household income, race,
gender, sexual orientation, religion
and political opinion to an extent
that is rare in the region, the state,
and the nation.
• Dedicated to democracy: 64 percent
voted “yes” for an elected mayor
last November; and 76 percent
approved a 2013 ballot initiative
supporting a constitutional amendment to end corporate personhood
and money as speech.
Our neighborhoods
• Leafy, green oases from Stoneleigh
Road at the north end of town, to
North Park Boulevard at the south,
and from Cedar Hill at the western
boundary to Dennison Park on the
east side.
• Lush gardens; pollinator pathways
established in the Noble and Shaker
Farm districts, and proliferating
elsewhere.
• Lovely pocket parks: one at Roanoke
and Noble roads features neighborhood events throughout the year,
while another, “Spirit Corner” at
Hampshire and Cadwell roads, is a
haven for quiet contemplation.
• Housing for a diverse population
with something for almost everyone, from lovingly tended pre- and
post-war bungalows to stately mansions, and from compact apartments
to spacious century-old colonials.
Our local leaders
• Heights Libraries Director Nancy
Levin and her board, for working with their Coventry PEACE

Ken Wood, a former journalist, is director
of communications for Boys & Girls Clubs
of Northeast Ohio.

campus tenants to forge a rental
agreement giving the arts and community organizations breathing
space for at least another year.
• CH Police Chief Annette Mecklenburg, for responding quickly and
without the least sign of defensiveness to the concerns of Black Lives
Matter, and working with residents
to truly make this a “Safer Heights.”
• Susanna Niermann O’Neill, for assuming the position of CH Acting
City Manager for the second time
in her long career of service to this
city, and for being its institutional
memory.
Our local businesses and
organizations
• Zagara’s Marketplace and Dave’s,
for providing groceries—the most
essential service of all—throughout
the pandemic and the shutdown.
• Our famous and longtime independent merchants: Tommy’s, Mac’s
Backs, Appletree Books, Mister
Brisket, Nighttown, and many others too numerous to list.
• Cain Park, Ensemble and Dobama
theatres, Heights Arts, Lake Erie
Ink, Artful, and more, creating a
true home to the arts.
Our editors
• Each other, for working through our
occasional deeply held differences of
opinion, making it a pleasure to write
and edit this column every month.
• The Heights Observer editorial staff
for providing our community with
a platform for the varying opinions
and healthy debate essential to
democracy, and for editing us, publishing us, and even nominating us
for a statewide award.
• The Cleveland Press Club, for honoring our work with a 2020 Ohio
Excellence in Journalism Award.
Please join us: vote Yes on Issue 6!
Last year, the charter change to
an elected mayor won every precinct
in Cleveland Heights. This November’s ballot includes Issue 6, another
amendment to our city charter, regarding candidate filings for non-partisan
mayoral primary elections. A September primary will
be held if three or
more candidates are
certified to run for
the office of mayor.

Deborah Van Kleef
and Carla Rautenberg are longtime
residents of Cleveland Heights. Contact
them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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University Heights News

Mike Cook

University Heights residents now
can order, and pay for, special trash
pickups online, at www.universityheights.com/special-pickups. “Special
pickups” are defined as large, bulky
items that cannot be collected as
part of regular trash pickup.
Previously, residents had to arrange for special pickups in person,
at the city’s building department.
Special pickups are designed
for the collection of bulk items that
will not fit into the hopper of a rubbish scooter, and large quantities of
items. There is a $10 fee for each
special pick-up load (the pick-up
truck is 0.75 tons or 5 feet by 8 feet),
and a two-load maximum per each
six-month period. Any rubbish cans
left in a special pick-up load will be
discarded, with no exceptions.
Special pickups are arranged on
a first-come, first-served basis. The
city cannot specify a time or day for
collection; special pickups will be
collected within four business days
of when payment is submitted.
Acceptable items for special
pickup are appliances, furniture,
carpeting, wood/tree limbs and
branches, railroad ties, etc. All
need to be boxed, bagged or tied;
weigh less than 50 lbs.; and measure
under 4 feet in length and 2 feet in
diameter.
Unacceptable items are lumber, flooring (tiles/wood slats),
concrete, bricks, dirt, roofing materials, asphalt, drywall, kitchen
cabinets, and windows. Considered
construction materials, these items
must be removed by a contractor.
For additional information,
residents should contact the UH
Service Department at 216-9327800, Monday through Friday, 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.

Trick-or-treating in UH is on, for now
Mike Cook

On Sept. 18, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) made recommendations on how Ohioans
can participate in trick-or-treating
as safely as possible during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The city
of University Heights urges residents who choose to participate
this year to follow ODH recommendations.
Pending any new orders from
the state or county boards of
health, Trick-or-Treat night in University Heights will take place on
Halloween, Oct. 31, 6–8 p.m.
If COVID-19 conditions worsen in Cuyahoga County before
Halloween, plans and guidelines
may change. Updates will be posted on the city’s website, www.
universityheights.com.
Guidance for parents
• If taking your children trick-ortreating, limit the number of
houses you visit and ask your
children to stay as far from treatgivers as possible. For small children, consider holding the bag

university heights city hall

Rubbish pickup
reservations are
now online

Whether you dress like Cooper Chicken, or
choose another costume, University Heights
urges everyone to celebrate Halloween safely.

for them.
• Wipe off candy wrappers with
sanitizing wipes when you arrive
home. (Note: Never wipe any unpackaged food with wipes.)
• Allow children to eat only factorywrapped treats. Avoid homemade

treats made by strangers.
• I f your child is at greater risk of
complications from COVID-19,
contact your doctor before allowing participation in Halloween
activities.
Guidance for treat-givers
• For trick-or-treating, reach out
to neighbors to discuss ways to
ensure 6-foot social distancing,
how candy can most safely be
distributed, and the need for face
coverings.
• Refrain from allowing children
to select their own treats from
a bowl/common container, or
set up a hand-sanitizing station.
Consider placing treats on porch
steps or on a table in the driveway
with a sign asking children to take
only one.
• O r, use other creative ways to
distribute treats, such as a candy
“slide” made of PVC pipe, or
hanging treats from a wall or
fence.
Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University Heights.
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Engaging culture.
Incredible lifestyle opportunities.

you!
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When you call Judson home, you join a friendly, outgoing community
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with less worries. Our engaging culture allows you to easily form new
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of residents and staff are ready to welcome you home.

Bringing Community to Life. With more than 110 years of trusted care, Judson’s three
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Learn more at judsonsmartliving.org or call us at (216) 350-0326.
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Community News

This year’s Ron Register Scholarship recipients announced

courtesy quentin smith

The Ron Register Scholarship Committee has announced that Damari Loretz
and Alaysia Brooks are the recipients
of its awards for the 2020–21 academic
year.
Both are graduates of Cleveland
Heights High School and members of
the National Honor Society.
The scholarship is named in honor
of Ron Register, who served on the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
Board of Education for 16 years.
Damari Loretz excelled in Honors, Advanced Placement, and College
Credit Plus courses, including physics.
She made the Honor Roll every semester, and her class rank was 27 out of 409.
She participated in numerous extracurricular activities.
She tutored students and was
a member of the Minority Student
Achievement Network and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Inc. Leadership Academy.
Loretz plans to study interior design.
As a candidate for the Ron Register
Scholarship, Loretz demonstrated her

courtesy quentin smith

Quentin Smith

Alaysia Brooks

Damari Loretz

awareness of social injustice and the
need for change. In her application
essay, she wrote:
“As a minority in America it’s hard
to overlook the constant injustice and
oppression that takes place across this
country . . . [which] hits extremely close
to home and is deeply concerning to
me. If law enforcement and the people
who are supposed to protect us cannot

be trusted, who can we turn to? What
do you do when you’re terrified of the
people who are supposed keep you
safe? How can you live in constant fear
that you, your mom or brother may be
next?”
Alaysia Brooks ranked 49 out of 409
in her class. She, too, excelled in Honors, Advanced Placement, and College
Credit Plus courses, and was a member
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of the National Honors Society.
Brooks demonstrated her leadership skills, organizational talents, and
compassion for others in taking several
American Sign Language classes to help
those with hearing loss.
She interned at the Cleveland
Clinic, and earned her CPR certificate
and State Nursing Assistant certification—all while still in high school.
Brooks was a member of the track
and volleyball teams, and the Student
Leadership Cadre (a group that gives
students a voice in addressing change
and equity). She played trumpet and
sang in the gospel choir.
Brooks plans to major in nursing.
Quentin Smith is a transplanted New Yorker,
a former community organizer, high school
teacher, and lawyer.

HRRC adapts to
help homeowners
during pandemic
David Brock

With the pandemic ongoing, the
Home Repair Resource Center
(HRRC) has altered its programming accordingly, but its commitment to Cleveland Heights
homeowners is unchanged. From
moving its repair-education and
homebuying classes to a virtual
model, requiring appointments for
those entering the building, and
borrowing from its tool library,
and following health and socialdistancing protocols, HRRC has
adapted its services and continues
to assist the community.
HRRC’s popular home-repair
classes continue online and are
free for all participants, starting
with a virtual tuckpointing class on
Monday, Oct. 5, at 7 p.m. Though
participants won’t get to handle an
angle grinder, get hands-on opportunities to mix the mortar or use a
grout bag, they will learn the steps
and tools involved. They will also
get helpful tips to make brickwork
easier.
For residents looking to repair
their homes, HRRC’s grant and
loan programs continue for those
with qualifying incomes. HRRC
also assists by offering contractor
referrals, and can help homeowners and renters adversely impacted
by COVID-19 find assistance.
For more information, e-mail
dbrock@hrrc-ch.org, or call 216381-6100, ext. 22.
HRRC’s free homebuying
series, through which potential
homebuyers can learn the ins and
outs of the homebuying process,
will be offered on Tuesdays, Oct.
6–27, from 6–8 p.m. Sign up at
www.hrrc-ch.org, or contact Denise
Wallace at dblack@hrrc-ch.org, or
216-381-6100, ext. 14.
David Brock is the education and outreach coordinator for the Home Repair
Resource Center.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Taylor neighbors ask city to take action in response to recent shootings Vote ‘no’ on Issue 69
Rhonda Davis-Lovejoy and Susan Efroymson

This was read to Cleveland Heights City
Council at its Sept. 21 meeting. It was written in response to the shooting that occured
on Sept. 20 on South Taylor Road at Blanche
Avenue, near Hebrew Academy of Cleveland,
and other recent shootings in the city.
Dear Cleveland Heights City
Council,
We do not have the answers.
We just know something must be
done.
We just know that this assault on
our neighborhood cannot go unanswered.
We know murder and violence are
unacceptable.
We are grief-stricken and in shock.
It is not okay to mumble platitudes
about the recent uptick in violence and
hope it will not be in our neighborhood

next time.
We, the members of Taylor Neighbors Association, present a unified
response of horror that there was a
shooting in front of a school. It does
not matter that it was at night. It is not
okay. Anytime a life is cut down. It is
not okay. A threat to one is a threat to
all.
And we ask you, the city, not to
accept it as a status quo either. We are
not here to propose answers. We are not
experts in surveillance or security.
Look into what security measures
can be increased? Yes. Do we have the
same measures our neighbors do? No?
Are there improvements that can and
should be made? Is there more Cleveland Heights can do to prevent a repeat?
Let us have that conversation.
We look forward not only to Chief
Mecklenburg’s report, but also to her

response and swift indictments.
And although it sounds helpless
to merely plead—”Do something!”—it
reflects our feelings, as a neighborhood,
as having been victimized, as feelings of
raw helplessness.
Some of us were sleeping. Some
of us were outside. Some of us were
experiencing Rosh Hashana. Some of
us send children to that school. Some
of us heard the shots. But we all live
here.
Silence is acquiescence, and so we
speak out and say this is unequivocally
unacceptable. We do not accept that it
has to be this way. You should not either.
Our hearts go out to those who
have experienced such a tragic loss.

Why is there another school tax levy
on the November ballot? Didn’t we just
go through this a few months ago? As
I write this, it is raining outside and my
100-year-old house with the leaky basement is letting water in.
I don’t have money for foundation
repairs. I’m worried about COVID-19, as
my son has returned home from college,
quarantining for 14 days. I’m wondering
if my job will sustain itself through this
pandemic. Cleveland Heights’ water and
sewer bills are endless; there’s talk of our
city tax being increased. Right now I need
money for so many emergencies that it is
depressing to think of another property
tax increase. My property tax is so high
already it’s like a separate mortgage payment.
A public school is a benefit to the
community when it is affordable for residents to maintain. The CH-UH district
is no longer affordable for taxpayers and
has become a real burden for all of us.
This is why more and more parents are
opting for voucher programs and private
schooling, because it’s more affordable.
If you can receive state and federal help
for private schooling, why not take it?
Say “yes” to the voucher and “no” to a
property tax increase. Best of all once
the child graduates no more tuition
payments! Property tax increases last
forever, long after your children have
grown and moved away.
The CH-UH school district has
priced [itself] out of the education market. It is no longer affordable for residents, and instead of being a means of
liberating the community it is more like
a ball and chain around our ankle. The
school system receives $130 million a
year; $23,000 per child to educate. This
is one of the most generous packages
of any school system in the state. CHUH teachers’ salaries average $82,000;
statewide this number is $62,000 for
similar size districts. We have all been so
generous I feel that we have been taken
advantage of.
When I voted “no” on the school
tax levy a few months ago, I meant
“no!” And I’m voting no again on Issue
69, and this time with an attitude!

As longtime Catholic residents,
our family has supported multiple
school levies over the years, while
choosing St. Ann’s and Benedictine
for our three sons. The CH-UH
school board has a fiduciary responsibility to consider the interests of
all Cleveland Heights and University Heights citizens. However, it
has refused to allow an objective
look at the operations of the CHUH school district through an
outside performance audit. This
audit would investigate every possible way to uncover savings as
well as offer suggestions for future
spending made in the best interest
of the students.
This audit request is not new. I
ask, Why is the CH-UH administration afraid to do what residents
are requesting? The petition to request a performance audit has been
ignored. I think I know why they
avoid this issue: the board is conflicted because the administrators
who must request and implement
the audit results receive the same
generous health care and pension
benefits that are received by the
staff and support staff within the
school system itself. The school
board has lost sight of the marketplace, perhaps, in part because
administrators have to know they
could be adversely affected by any
competitive adjustments.
I believe voters must send
another strong message to the
CH-UH school board. We need to
raise our voices because the members of the board are choosing to
not hear us. It’s time to reassess
an automatic “yes” vote to support every school levy. Until there
is an independent look through a
performance audit, I cannot support another levy, piled on top of
all the others that are making our
property taxes so high. The school
board seems to be unable to recognize the need for competitive
property taxes. As long as voters
continue to automatically increase
taxes, there is no reason to make
meaningful changes in the system
and to, optimally, increase student
success within the district.
The only way taxpayers can
change the status quo is to reject
the current levy unless or until
the CH-UH board requires an
independent performance audit.
They must insist that the district
conduct and implement the suggestions that emerge from the audit.
It’s just not good enough to say:
“We’ve done that before,” or “It
takes too long.”
Taxpayers should demand that
the district look internally for
every avenue of savings before asking even more from us. This hard
look within will ultimately result
in more productive learning and a
satisfied community. Vote “no” on
Issue 69.

Joe Miller has been a Cleveland Heights
resident for 24 years.

Joe Barmann, retired, has been a resident of Cleveland Heights since 1979.

Rhonda Davis-Lovejoy and Susan Efroymson are members of the Taylor Neighbors
Association.

I’m voting ‘no’ again
musicologie continued from page 1

significantly alter the way they give lessons; now they mostly conduct them
online.
And that’s not all. They have
recently changed the way they run
the business side, too. In September,
they entered into a partnership with
another small company that handles
much of their business. That company,
Musicologie, is run by a couple, Joe and
Kay Barker, in a Columbus suburb.
The Barkers are touring musicians who
started offering music lessons online.
Their six-year-old business comprises
four other community music schools
in Greater Columbus. Fairmount, their
fifth partnership, is the first outside
that area.
During this past year, the student
population at Fairmount, now called
Musicologie Cleveland Heights, has
run between 100 and 150, with about
a dozen teachers.
The school, founded in 1988, is
a coalition of professional musicians
who provide private instruction in
strings, woodwinds, brass, percussion,
piano, guitars, ukulele, banjo, mandolin and voice. The diverse musical
backgrounds of its staff enable it to
cover a range of styles and genres,
including classical, folk, jazz, blues,
flamenco, bluegrass, rock, heavy metal,
R&B and gospel. Students receive
a customized curriculum that can
include music theory, harmony, ear
training and composition. Lessons are
given all year.
Kevin Richards said that Joseph
Barker contacted him in early January,
broaching the possibility of buying the
Fairmount School of Music, and within
a couple of weeks, they met in person.
“I was definitely looking for a
young team that had a strong Web
presence and embraced technology
and Internet tools to broaden education,” Richards said. “Patricia and I are
‘old-school’ and I knew that a young
entrepreneur was what I was looking
for. Kay and Joseph Barker are musicians, toured for years in bands, and
are educators. They understand both
worlds—the musician and educator.”
Richards, who is also the founder
and artistic director of the Cleveland
Heights-based non-profit musiceducation organization, Roots of
Heights Observer October 1, 2020

American Music, said that Musicologie offers a marketing team, a good
track record with a digital system,
and a proven business model. “They
provide software platforms for our
database, online teacher training, apps
for students and apps for teachers
for scheduling. Everything is digital,”
noted Richards. “It is possible to
reschedule a missed lesson with a different teacher.”
“Musicologie’s systems will not
only improve the student experience for our in-studio lessons, but
will support those studying music at
home—[with] digital content, videos,
and curriculum development focused
on online lessons,” Richards said. “It
helps to have a larger company behind
us, to be able to adapt in this environment.”
Patricia Richards, who now serves
as community manager for Musicologie Cleveland Heights, added, “More
than anything, our values are aligned.
We feel good about the fact that any
change that is implemented will only
be what is best for our teachers and
students in the long run.”
In September, Musicologie Cleveland Heights re-started in-person
lessons, COVID-era-style; by midmonth, it was conducting about 15
percent of its lessons that way, with
the remaining 85 percent still online.
So far, recitals are performed online
as well.
Musicologie offers lessons to
students of all ages, children to adults.
(Keep in mind that at the age of 90,
one of the world’s greatest cellists,
Pablo Casals, was asked why he was
still practicing. He said, “Because I
think I am making progress.”)
Musicologie Cleveland Heights
has a new phone number: 216-2606006, website: musicologielessons.com/
locations/cleveland-heights/, and e-mail
addresses: pat@musicologie.com and
kevin@musicologie.com.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a
professional musician and comedian. He is
a former board member of Roots of American Music, and he has taken a lot of music
lessons in his life.
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Joe Barmann

Joe Miller
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Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
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SEPTEMBER 8, 2020
Council members present were Mayor
Jason Stein, Vice Mayor Kahlil Seren,
Mary Dunbar, Melody Joy Hart, Davida
Russell and Michael Ungar. Also present
were Susanna Niermann O’Neill, acting
city manager; Amy Himmelein, clerk of
council; and William Hanna, law director.
The meeting, held online, lasted from 8:30
p.m. to 9:27 p.m.

DĂĚĞŝŶKŚŝŽ͘


ĞƐŝŐŶĞĚďǇzŽƵ͘





Public comments
A resident expressed disappointment that
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights
school board swiftly and unanimously
rejected the city manager’s Letter of Intent
proposing to purchase the Millikin school
property. The resident concluded that the
school board was wasting money while
asking for a levy at the same time.

^ŽůŝĚ,ĂƌĚǁŽŽĚ
>ŽĐĂůůǇ,ĂŶĚĐƌĂĨƚĞĚ
ƵƐƚŽŵƵŝůƚ

Recycling agreement
Council Member Dunbar introduced, on
first reading, an ordinance authorizing the
city manager to enter into an agreement
for recycling services between Cleveland
Heights and Kimble Company. This would
be a collaboration among larger suburbs.





City manager report
The report is available in the council
meeting packet, pages 2–9, on the city’s
website, www.clevelandheights.com. [Go
to the Government tab, then “2020 Meetings and Agendas.”]
The acting city manager is creating a
protocol for residents to use on the city’s
website for submitting public comments
for city council meetings. It will most likely
address length of time to read, or a wordcount limit (probably 500 words or less)
for written submission. This process will
avoid this paraphrasing of resident comments that has occurred during COVID-19
virtual council meetings.
Proposals for a redevelopment plan
for the Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook site, and
a preliminary neighborhood redevelopment program, will be discussed at the
Sept. 14 Council Committee of the Whole
meeting.

tĞĂůƐŽďƵŝůĚŬŝƚĐŚĞŶĂŶĚďĂƚŚĐĂďŝŶĞƚƐĂŶĚǁĂůůƵŶŝƚƐ͘








/ŶŽƵƌ>ŽĨƚ͘͘͘





Chief of police report
Chief Mecklenburg is developing a training curriculum proposal to incorporate
services from the Diversity Institute at
Cleveland State University. It will include:
• Eight hours of cultural competence and
implicit bias training for police officers,
to be offered in November and December, with further training offered in
January, February and March.
• Policy analysis and community engagement recommendations.
• Analysis of use-of-force, vehicle pursuit,
bias, and trust-building policies.
• Data analysis of traffic ticketing, with
data to come from Cleveland Heights
Municipal Court.

• E stablishment of a civilian review
board.
Information about the various activities will be posted on the city’s website.
Council member comments
Council Member Seren advised Chief
Mecklenburg that he would prefer the
civilian review board be called “community review board.” Seren said council
is working hard on appointing another
council member.
Council Member Russell thanked
Parks and Recreation Director Joe McRae
for his efforts during these difficult times.
On Sept. 5, she attended a concert at
Severance Center, registering voters and
advocating for the census. Look for movie
nights in the near future at Severance.
Cleveland Heights won the census challenge against University Heights.
Council Member Hart announced
[she is sponsoring] a forum, to be held
Oct. 8 at 7 p.m., to discuss the transition to a directly elected mayor form
of government. The forum’s panel will
comprise three current mayors of local
municipalities. Hart commented that her
remarks have been misrepresented, and
that council is close to announcing a new
council member.
Council Member Dunbar invited
council to send her questions regarding
the proposed recycling ordinance so she
can answer them in full before they vote.
She thanked Niermann O’Neil for accepting the challenge of [working] as acting
city manager.
Council Member Ungar reiterated
that the Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook site
and Neighborhood Redevelopment RFPs
will be discussed at the Sept. 14 meeting.
Tim Boland, economic development director, and Richard Wong, planning director,
have been working on these proposals.
He also said it should not be suggested
that council is not working hard to appoint
a replacement council member.
Ungar thanked Russell and Hart for
their work on establishing a Task Force
for Police Reform. He said a questionnaire is being developed that will go
out to citizens after it is approved by the
law department. Input will be taken from
council as well. Applications for citizens
who want to serve on the task force will
be forthcoming and available on the city’s
website.
LWV Observers: Gail Larson and Blanche
Valancy.

Expanded reports are
available online at
www.heightsobserver.org.

Clambake Speciall
includes 1 dozen steamers, redskin
potatoes, ohio sweet corn, new england
style clam chowder, and half a
roasted chicken.
$50 per person, a minimum order of 8 people is
required for the reservation.
*tax and gratuity included

cleveland’s first full-service
mobile restaurant
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Oct. 8 forum will address elected-mayor transition
Gary Benjamin

On Oct. 8, Clevela nd Heig hts
Council Member Melody Joy Hart
a nd a committee of concerned
citizens will host an online forum
to inform the public about the city’s
transition to an elected-mayor form
of government.
The for um will explain the
t r a n sit ion , d i s c u s s t he s k i l l s
and traits that are desirable for
a n elected mayor, a nd seek to
determine citizens’ expectations
for the new government.
“This will be an important
change, electing our first mayor in
100 years,” said Hart. “We need to
do all we can to get it right.”
The for um w il l ta ke place,
via Zoom, on Thursday, Oct. 8,
at 7 p.m., and will feature a panel

discussion with University Heights
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan,
Maple Heights Mayor Annette
Blackwell, and South Euclid Mayor
Georgine Welo.
I n a d d it i o n to t h e i r o w n
ex periences, the pa nel ists w i l l
discuss the role citizens play in an
elected-mayor form of government.
Tony Cuda, a leader of Citizens
for an Elected Mayor, will discuss
the components of the new
charter amendment, and explain
the proposal on the ballot this
November, Issue 6, which clarifies
dates for candidates to file for
running for mayor.
Mark Chupp, professor at Case
Western Reserve University, will
facilitate the discussion, including
an opportunity for attendees to ask
questions of the panelists.

In addition to Hart, planning
committee members include Cuda,
Carla Rautenberg and Len Friedson.
The group is planning a series
of at least two forums on this topic.
The second forum will be planned
based on feedback from those who
attend the first.
“We want to know what you
want to know about the transition
or t he elected - m ayor for m of
government,” said Hart, “and what
your expectations are for a mayorcouncil form of government. We all
need to be prepared to fill our roles,

Gary Benjamin is a member of the
forum planning committee and the
spouse of Council Member Melody Joy
Hart.

One step away from an amazing smile
FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE DENTISTRY
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

Forest Hill homeowners group marks 70 years

FREE SNORING & SLEEP SCREENINGS
• Home Sleep Testing
• Oral Sleep Appliances

Beryl Tishkoff

General, Restorative and Aesthetic Dentistry
• Clear Correct Braces
• Digital Dental Technologies
40+
Google reviews
• Tailored to Busy Families
• Comfortable Stress-Free Visits
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

JESSICA SCHANTZ

Forest Hill Home Owners Inc.
(FHHO) is celebrating its 70th
anniversary this year. Established
on June 13, 1950, the association
was created to “promote, safeguard,
and improve the property value and
general welfare of the community.”
Celebrating in this pandemic
yea r h a s req u i red a d i f ferent
approach and has included Sunday
strolls, T-shirts, area clean-ups,
a nd new street signs featuring
the signature cast-iron dove—an
original symbol of the development.
New signage is being planned, and
an effort to repair and save the
historic blue cottage at the corner
of Lee and Monticello boulevards
is underway.
Forest Hil l is home to 930
residences spa nning Clevela nd
Hei g ht s a nd E a st C l e v el a nd .
Originally the 600-acre country
estate of John D. Rockefeller Sr.,
the land was purchased in 1923
by his son, also named John D.,
who, w ith New York architect
Andrew J. Thomas, planned an
upscale residential and commercial
development “that would stand as
the finest example of community
planning in America.”
The stately tree-lined
com mun it y feat ures 81 French
Nor ma ndy -st yle “Rockefel ler ”
homes, 1950s heritage homes and
lovely ranch and colonia l-st yle
homes.
Three parts of Forest Hill have
the distinction of being listed on
the National Register of Historic

whether as a voter or an official.”
Hart invites residents to contact
her with ideas for a second or third
forum by e-mailing her at mhart@
clvhts.com.
To r e g i s t e r , a n d s u b m i t
questions, for th is f ree event,
visit https://facebook.com/events/s/
cleveland-heights-mayoraltran/2662638810720852/?ti=ia.

The cottage, built in 1930 and situated at the
corner of Monticello and Lee boulevards, is
a gateway to the Forest Hill neighborhood.

Places: In 1986, both the Heights
Rockefeller Building and the 81
Rockefeller homes were listed, and
Forest Hill Park was added in 1998
as a historic landscape.
According to Gretchen
Mettler, FHHO president, “Forest
Hill, with its close proximity to
University Circle institutions and
easy access to downtown Cleveland,
is in a prime location. In such a
diverse and historic neighborhood,
we realize that we are not only
residents, but stewards, of a special
communit y with an impressive
history.”
Beryl Tishkoff is a longtime resident
of Forest Hill and chair of Forest Hill
Home Owners Inc.

MJM Window Restoration

Preserve the historic look of your home.
. sticky windows . cracked glass
. broken ropes . weather stripping

216.321.2545

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

Observe!

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer
is a piece of cake!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like
you. So write something. Use a computer.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center
(www.heightsobserver.org).

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts.
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily
copy and paste into the text box.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and
let you know if we have any questions.

(216) 321-7729 • mjmwindowrestoration.com
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OPINION

Cleveland Heights council member reflects on 2020
Melody Joy Hart

When I became a Cleveland Heights
City Council member, I knew I
would face challenges. The city had
just decided to change to a electedmayor form of government. Top of
the Hill’s (TOH) financing was before council. Legislation was needed
to improve the foreclosure bond. The
Waste Management Task Force report would need action. From walking Noble, I have been concerned
about housing stock, so I led a team
drafting legislation to amend the
foreclosure bond.
Within weeks, other major issues
became urgent. There was systemic
racism and police reform; 5G towers; the COVID-19 budget impact;

CH BALLOT ISSUE 6 continued from page 1

specify primary or general election,
so [that] could be open to interpretation, which will cause confusion for
those who are running, voting, and
the board of elections.”
If this is not made clear, said Stein,
“the election could be contested.”
A primary election for mayor is
mandated, said Stein, when there are
more than two candidates. While
the Issue 6 language does not specify
it applies only to the mayoral race,
Stein said, “I don’t believe there is a
change for council.”

“CEM is still intact,”
said Cuda, “and
was asked by
council to do
certain tasks.”
If a primary election is needed,
it will take place on the first Tuesday
after the second Monday in September.
Asked what happens if voters
don’t pass Issue 6, Stein said that
would be “open to interpretation.”
Tony Cuda, the former campaign
manager for Citizens for an Elected
Mayor (CEM)—the group of residents who put last year’s Issue 26 on
the ballot, and crafted the Issue 26
language—commented, “We want
clarity. We don’t want any kind of
challenge to the [mayoral] election.
That would be a terrible outcome.
That’s why it is important that Issue
6 pass.”
If Issue 6 does pass, it’s one of
many steps the city must undertake
to prepare for its transition to the
new mayor-council form of government.
For his part, Stein said, “We are
on schedule for the transition,” and
“prepared to hand it off to the new
leadership seamlessly. City council
is addressing issues that need to be
addressed prior to the transition.”
Stein advised that “the city
should go line-by-line through the
city [ordinances] to make sure things
are in-line. This will happen through
Heights Observer October 1, 2020

the revenge porn ordinance; and,
COVID-19 itself. And then a council
member [Melissa Yasinow] resigned
[in March 2020], and council faced
the task of replacing her.
All of this in the time of COVID-19, when staff time is limited,
and council had to deal with business
issues such as allowing restaurants
and bars to expand into their parking
lots, or even into streets for outdoor
sales; what to do about staff time;
what to do about recreation; how to
deliver coronavirus testing; and how
to change the budget.
Meantime, I was getting calls
for other issues—intervening on
a basketball court where play was
annoying neighbors; working with

a tenant and landlord who were trying to work out a problem; raising
issues to the city on a house being
rehabbed on Arlington Drive, with
many neighbor complaints; working
with Buckingham residents on issues
related to the TOH project; examining a leaking roof at the city garage,
from union complaints; hearing from
residents for and against the development of the Millikin school site;
talking to citizens on the Lee Road
development site issue.
Council must still replace a
member; vote on foreclosure bond
improvements; establish a committee regarding ending systemic racism
in the city, including police reform;
decide what to do regarding solid-

the law department or a third party.”
Stein was unsure if the city would
post information on its website about
the transition process and steps, and
advised those interested to attend
council meetings.
“There is no city council transition committee, but [we] have
worked with CEM on what they felt
council should be looking at, that
can’t wait for the [new] mayor and
new council, such as Issue 6 and
mayoral salary,” said Stein.
It was a member of CEM, Len
Friedson, who asked the mayor to
look into the need to clarify the
city’s charter via Issue 6. At council’s
request, the city’s law director, William Hanna, drafted the ballot issue’s
language.
“CEM is still intact,” said Cuda,
“and was asked by council to do certain tasks.”
Five of its members— Cuda,
R hond a Da v is-L ovejoy, Su sa n
Ef roy mson, L en Fr iedson a nd
Carla Rautenberg—comprise the
CEM Transition Subcommittee,
and are advising council on issues
related to the transition to the
mayor -council form of government. [Rhonda Davis-Lovejoy is a
member of the board of directors
of FutureHeights, the nonprofit
development cor poration t h at
publishes the Heights Observer.]
Key 2021 dates and deadlines for
CH mayoral candidates, as identified
by CEM, are:
• March 18: Candidates begin collecting petition signatures. This is 180
days before the date of the primary.
• June 16: Last day to submit petitions
to the Board of Elections. This is 90
days before the primary.
• Sept. 14: Non-partisan primary will
take place on this date, if there are
more than two candidates for CH
mayor.
• Nov. 2: General Election date.
Mayoral salary for the directly
elected mayor is one detail of the
transition that Stein anticipates
council will vote on prior to the
Nov. 3 election. The proposed salary,
$115,000, will have its second reading at the Oct. 5 CH City Council
meeting, at which time Stein expects
council to approve it.
Other issues, such as the city

administrator’s salary, will likely “be
left for the new mayor and council
to decide,” said Stein. According to
the city’s charter, the directly elected
mayor will appoint a city administrator, subject to council approval.
Stein noted that Acting City
Manager Susanna Niermann O’Neil
and her administrative team are
working on transition issues, and that
the former city manager, Tanisha
Briley, “was clear that preparation at
department levels would ensure the
mayor was prepared to take over.”
Stein added, “She said she would be
open to having a meeting with candidates for mayor, to enable them to
learn about the city. I think Susanna
will offer that as well.”
According to Cuda, council’s
Committee of the Whole will handle
the discussion of the transition.
“There are lots of other elements of
our [city ordinances] that will need
to be changed by the end of 2021,”
Cuda explained. “Bill Hanna will be
working on that. Susanna Niermann
O’Neil said she would ‘work hard’ on
this, but we aren’t sure what ‘this’
is. She may be best qualified to do
it. Tanisha Briley [the former city
manager] refused to do it.”
Cuda advised, “Council needs to
create a process by which the charter is further reviewed and possibly
amended.”
One member of council, Kahlil
Seren, has declared his intention to
run for mayor in 2021, and at least
one other council member is widely
rumored to be running. Asked at
what point, if any, council members
who decide to run for mayor need
to recuse themselves from related
votes, Stein said, “They need to
announce that they are running for
mayor, but they can still vote.
“Bill Hanna made a ruling on
Kahlil voting on the mayor’s salary.
He said that he was not prohibited
from doing so.”
Stein could not recall if the law
director said anything about that
changing at some point, such as
[when] a candidate pulls a petition
to officially run.
In the meantime, said Stein,
“The city continues to move forward
and there are a lot of needs that we
can’t neglect—making sure that
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waste removal; and prepare for the
transition to mayor, the EPA lawsuit
settlement, and what improvements
will be required for our sewer system.
We still need that change we
voted for in the last election. The
job of a council member these days
takes 20–30 hours a week. But the
work is rewarding. Residents want
responsiveness and the last election
attested to that. It is time to up our
game and bring us forward into a
new era for Cleveland Heights. I am
determined to ensure those changes
the residents want occur. Stay tuned
and stay engaged.
Melody Joy Hart is a Cleveland Heights
City Council member.

Mayoral salary . . .
is one detail of the
transition that Stein
anticipates council
will vote on prior
to the Nov. 3 election. The proposed
salary, $115,000,
will have its second
reading at the Oct.
5 CH City Council
meeting . . .
the city is functioning and getting
through the pandemic, working to
ensure that we come out stronger
than we went into it.”
Stein expressed concern for the
financial well-being of residents,
noting that there is 20 percent unemployment in the city. “How can
we assist those facing eviction, foreclosures? We need to find out how
we can help them,” said Stein.
Business loans are still available,
and Stein suggested that struggling
businesses contact Brian Anderson
(216-291-2617) and Tim Boland (216291-4857) in the city’s Economic
Development Department.
Asked about recent shootings
in the city, Stein described them as
“shocking, scary, and unprecedented.” He expressed his confidence in
Police Chief Annette Mecklenburg,
who he said is formulating a plan,
and the acting city manager, and
said council will give the CHPD the
resources it needs.
As this issue went to press,
C H C it y C o u n c i l h a d y e t to
fill the council vacancy created
w ith Melissa Yasinow ’s Ma rch
2 resignation, leaving residents
to speculate that the six current
council members are deadlocked
on choosing a replacement from
t h e f o u r f i n a l i st s a n n o u n ce d
in May. [Tony Cuda, a member
of C E M , i s one of t he f i n a l ists. The others are Craig Cobb
continued on page 23
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We endorse Issue 69,

the Heights School Levy, because we value
each of our children and because we value our
public schools as an essential community asset.
Our communities have a proud history of supporting public education.
We believe it is our public responsibility and our privilege to invest in
providing opportunity for our children. We must challenge the Ohio
Legislature’s policies which have thrust our schools into fiscal instability by
supporting our local levy. Please join us in voting “Yes” on November 3rd.
Mazie and Mike Adams
Justin B. Alcorn
Susan Alcorn
Karen Allen and Ed Becker
Doris Allen
James and Megan Allen
Ronald and Cheryl Allen
Gail Anderson
Richard Andrews
Steve and Debbie Apple-Presser
Harriet Applegate
Sherri Appleton and Marti Resnick
Pam Ashley
Brenda Bagby
Carla Bailey
Elana Baldwin
Sherry Ball
Sheryl and Joe Banks
Mary Barkley
Maryann and Geoff Barnes
Adrian Barr
Robert Barr
Jessica Batie
Jim and Pat Baxter
Betsey and Lloyd Bell
Chris and Dave Bell
Janice Bell
Sam and Ellie Bell
Joan and Jeff Bendix
Gary Benjamin and Melody Hart
Phyllis and Bob Benjamin
Jesse and Elizabeth Berezovsky
Ida Bergson
Jane Berger
Rachel Bernstein
Saundra Berry
Pam Bertaud and Ray Gonzalez
Tom and Dorothy Bier
Gwen Biggins
Anne and Glenn Billington
Mark and Kathleen Binnig
Dana Bjorkland and Linda Colter
George Blake
Christie Borkan
Fredrick and Lamea Boseman
Hon. Barbara Boyd
Dorothy Bradford
Chris Brandt and Beth Sersig
Joyce Braverman and Jim Posch
Rebecca and Jordan Bray
Barbara Brennan
Danny Brennan
Mayor Michael Brennan and Gina Ventre
Charles and Gail Brinkley
Phyllis Brody
Art Brooks
Bob Brown and Susan Berger
Jane Brown
Carol and William Bruml
Sarah Bruml
Linda and David Buckle
David and Doris Budin
Tim and Gayle Burdick
Jim and Eileen Burry
Lindy Burt
Laurie and Bill Buss
Beverly Byers
Beth and Steve Cagan
Doreen and Dick Cahoon
Rev. Andy Call
Carl and Maryanne Campbell
Patricia Cangelosi-Williams and Chuck
Williams
Pattie Carlyle
Sandy Carrel and Tony Thomas
Leon and Lashawn Carter
Monica Carter
Monique G. Carter
Noelle Celeste and Jon Benedict
Dan Chaon
Francis Chiappa and Dorene Davis
Catherine Chilcote
Melissa Jones Clarke
Eric Coble and Carol Laursen
Franklin Cohen
Adele Cohn
Linda Cold
Temma and Glenn Collins
Kim Conklin and Damir Janigro
Dr. Arin M. Connell and Karen Sexauer
Connell
Christy and Fiona Connor
Hayden Connor-Kuntz
Yvonne Conrad
Danielle and Mike Cosgrove
Diana Tobey Covault
Lana and Ensign Cowell
Gabe Crenshaw
Kelton Crenshaw

Timothy and Lynda Cummings
Arnold and Susan Dahm
Margot Damasar
Ella Damasar
Ray and Diana Danner
Sandy and Howard Danziger
Ronald and Danetta Darden
Jeanne Martin Diamond
Gregory Deegan
Rachel and Peter DeGolia
Greta DeMeyer and Walter Lambrecht
Marcie Denton
Adam and Caroline Dew
Nancy and Dick Dietrich
Naomi Dinga
Michael and Sandra Dixon
Marsha Dobrzynski and Roger Breedlove
Hattie Dodson
Greg and EB Donley
John Donoghue
Carole Dooner
Elizabeth Dreben and Hillel Chiel
Linda and Mike Dudzinsky
Mary Dunbar
Dr. S. Kay Dunlap
Carol and Ron Eckner
Aiesha Ellis
Kathryn Ellis
Kari Elsia and Michael Buescher
Gene Epstein and Ellie Strong
Sabine Ernst
Nicholi Evans
Reginald and Terri Woodruff Evans
Kathy Ewing
Caryl and Paul Eyre
Kirsten and Yarden Faden
Jonathan and Rosemarie Fairman
John and Kathleen Fant
David and Bobbie Farrell
Belinda Farrow
Kris and Bill Fay
Betsy Ferguson
Ketti Finneran and Rick Brown
April Firstencel and Gary Wildey
Marlene and Larry Fischer
Khaliah Fisher-Grace
Vanessa Fitzgerald and Juan Mitchell
Martin Flox
Jeff Forman
Sara and Greg Forsythe
Donna Fox and Loren Smith
Joseph A. Frank
Roger and Heidi Frank
Kathy Frederick and Carl Hoffman
Don Frederick and Nancy Ballou
Andre and Nadiyah Freeman
Tom Freer
Terri and William Frey
Eric and Jana Friess
Andrea Freeman
Krissy and Mark Gallagher
Margaret and Jim Garrett
Carol Gay
Mike and Lisa Gaynier
Marty Gelfand
Sam Buchwald Gelles
Joel Genuth
Michael George
John and Pam Gibbon
Mary and Ralph Gibson
Carol and Tom Gibson
Benjamin Gilbert
Julian Gilbert
Terry Gilbert and Robin Greenwald-Gilbert
Margie and Mike Glaros
Sheldon Glave
Kimberly Glenn
Lynn and Al Glickson
Rev. Veronica Goines
Michelle Gore and Eugene Cranford Jr.
Tamar and Leonard Gray
Leona Green
Paul Greenberg and Karen Smith
Stuart and Kathleen Greenberg
Kathryn Greenfield
Andrew and Lois Gross
Liza Grossman
Jannine Gury
Mary Frances Haerr and Kal Zucker
Kristen and Tom Hagesfeld
Gregory and Sue Hall
Andrea and Tim Hallett
Nancy and Bob Hallett
Dave Hancock
Abbey Hansen
David Hansen and Tony Thayer
Melissa and Tim Harber
Tim and Lindsay Harren- Lewis
Jamere Harris and Kha’Shea Howard-Harris

P. Deniece Harris
Pecola Harris
Suzanne and Robert Hartford
Kelly and Kevin Hatgas
Krista Hawthorne and Larry Sollisch
Ilona and Dan Heintz
Steven and Marcie Moss Helfgott
Adam Heffelfinger
Joy Henderson and Phil Lammers
Christine Henry
Sylvia Herd and Quentin Smith
Dawn and Martin Hermes
Melissa and Miguel Hernandez
Susan and John Hersch
Anne Hill
Rich and Connie Hoban
Betsy Hockey
Barbara Hodgkiss and John Lilly
Kate Hoffmeyer and Romney Cullers
Beth Holbein
Mr. and Mrs. James Holland
Jennifer Holland
Patricia Holland
Mike Hollis and Dori Nelson-Hollis
Steve and Mary Hosier
Lillian and Jim Houser
Sanita Houston
John Hubbard and Amy Rosenbluth
Sheronda Isler-Hunter
Denise Jackson
Christopher Jacobs
Gaby James
Sue and John Janssen
Liz and John Jarvey
Rev. Veronica Jefferson
Linda Johnson and Mark Jones
Cynthia Johnston
Belinda and Leslie Jones
Jan Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jones
Julie Jowett
Amy Kerr Jung and Brian Jung
Jim and Marge Kaercher
Susie Kaeser and Jerry Blake
William Katzin and Katherine Solender
Erik Kauffman and Lucene Wisniewski
Dr. David Kazden and Laura Gooch
Dennis Keating and Kay Martin
Victoria Kelley
Pamela and Bruce Kelly
Lou Kelsch and Robin Lieberman
Genevieve and Tim Kenealy
Maryann and Douglas Kerr
Leah and Matt Kilpatrick
Rev. Don King
Richard and Julie King
Jan and Gus Kious
Brian Klein
Emily Klein
Sarah and Mike Knoblauch
Robin Koslen
Ann Kramer
Britney Kuehm
Dylan Kuntz
Joshua and Beth Kuritzky
Ginger Labus
Kathryn Lad
David and Kathy Lammert
Tim and Jennifer Lang
Cynthia Larsen and Joe Mendes
Brian Larson and Laurie Albright
Gail Larson
Joan Lederer
Deanne and Rev. John Lentz
Nancy Levin
Malia Lewis
Claude Lewis
Kermit and Barbara Lind
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind and Emily Ingalls
Brenna Lisowski and Chris Mihos
Fran and Jim Lissemore
Georgia and Whitney Lloyd
Laurie Logan
Julie and Gary Lustic
Alicia MacDonald
Pamela MacWilliams
Howard and Sue Maier
Lisa Manzari and Michael Schoop
Maxine Margolis
Cedric and Staci Marshall
Genevieve and David McDougal
Michael mcElrath
Eve McPherson and Jeff Donnelly
Stacy McGaugh and Anne Kugler
Molly McGuigan and Richard Goodwin
Marilyn and Tom McLaughlin
Anne Meissner
Carla and Crandall Miller
Emma Miller

Isaac Miller
Fred and Bonnie Mills
Sue Miracle
Michelle Moehler and Dan Fry
Julie and Jay Mokotoff
David and Josie Moore
Joan Moore
Susan and Michael Morse
Marian Morton
Esther Moss
Sheila and Hilton Murray
Donna and Dave Muthersbaugh
Leslie and Christopher Myrick, Sr.
Greg and Jackie Nachman
Shari Nacson and Ben Nichols
Betty Nelson
Tom Nobbe
Rev. Sala Nolan and Diana Gurley
Vikki Nowak and Todd Webster
Jeff and Kara Hamley O’Donnell
Louisa Oliver
Karstin Olofsson and Jon Goldman
Paul and Connie Omelsky
Leslie Organ
Roger and Deborah Osgood
Richard and Carolyn Oyen
Cheryl and Larry Payne
Stephen Pepper and Linda Tobin
Alex Pesta
Kathy and Ken Petrey
Diane and Jim Pexa
Stewart Pharis
Mark Phillips and Lita Gonzalez
Earl Pike and Elizabeth Klein
Tom Piraino and Barbara McWilliams
Rev. Ralph and Jane Pitman
Katie and Tommy Plesac
Jeff Pollock and Martha Brandt Pollock
Amber Pompeii
Rev. Lois M. Powell and Branda A. Joyner, JD
Kaye Price
David and Saroya Queen-Tabor
Pamela and Robert Raack
Beth Rae and John Emerman
Vince Reddy
Ron Register
Rondale and Charise Reid
Jan and Bill Resseger
Tina and Rob Reynolds
Rita and Min. Mack Rice
Marlene and Bob Rink
Pandora Robertson
Margaret Robinson
Dave Rodney
Nikki and Mark Rodney
Karen Rolfe and Jason Farnung
Cynthia and Leslie Rose
Bob and Barbara Rosenbaum
Adam Rosenbaum
Karen Rosenberg and Roy Szubski
Ryan and Sarah Routh
Karen Rubin-Kugelman
Katie and Matt Russo
Alvin and Michelle Saafir
Cathy Sage
Ken Sakaie and Joan Spoerl
Mark Salling and Dr. Cindie CarrolPankhurst
Susan M. Sanders
Terry and Debby Saylor
Jessica Schantz and Michael Lehto
Cindy Schmidt
Georgeann Schmidt
Eric Schmmiedl and Adaora Nzelibe
Schmmiedl
Dallas and Bill Schubert
John and Barbara Schubert
Sondra Schultz
Nancy and Larry Schwab
Freddie Scott
Kristen and Mike Sears
Stephen Sedam and Virginia Weiss
Kahlil Seren
Jerry Sgro and Heather Ways
Rev. Jessica Shields
Emma Shook and Eran Shiloh
Liz Shriver
Shlomo Shuck
Cheri and Roger Shumaker
Sharon Shumaker and Mark Chupp
Mary Sickbert
Dean Sieck
Lucy Simm
Katura Simmons
Mary Anne Simpson
Carl Sims III
Yvonne and Rufus Sims
Laurence Sisson
Kathy Skettle

Allan Slawson
Eric Smith and Lauren Cochran-Smith
Jeff and Anne Smith
Kate Snow and Eagan Rackley
Ademola and Wanda Solaru
Jim and Rique Sollisch
Jodi Sourini and Ken Korane
Carol and Steve Spackey
Peggy Spaeth and John Barber
Rita Speidel
Tricia and Paul Springstubb
Mr. and Mrs. Daren Stahl
Mike and Becky Stawovy
Linda Stefancin
Cheryl Stephens
Sylvia Stewart-Lumpkin
Jackie and Don Stimpert
Anita Stohl
sandy stone
Alice Straton
Linda Striefsky and James Carlson
Kim Sudduth
Catherine and J.D. Sullivan
Mark and Leslie Swaim-Fox
Anne and Cullen Sweeney
Janet and David Sweeton
Jean Sylak
Sonja and Ben Taeusch
Jodi Taslitz
Jay Tekas and Marci Lieber
Margaret Terry and Lloyd Snyder
Brian Thornton and Jennifer Woda
Stephen and Deborah Titchenel
Peter and Shannon Titas
Isabel Trautwein
Joan Trey and Dan Brustein
Phil and Emily Trimble
Nicole and Jeremy Tugeau
Elaine Turley
Andrea C. Turner
Mike Ungar and Deborah Warner
Jim and Debbie Vail
Reid Vail and Donna Guilmette
Blanche Berkman Valancy and Jack
Valancy
Letitia Van Beers
Deborah Van Kleef and Jim Miller
Judith Van Kleef
Jen Vinson
Scott and Beth Wachter
Candy and Bill Wallace
James and Jeriann Waltrip
Carolyn Gadiel Warner and Stephen
Warner
Steve and Ginny Weiss
Mayor Georgine Welo
Steve and Rena Wertheim
Mark Wessels and Nancy Machmer
Holly West
Lisa West
Susan Wherley
Barbara and Richard Wherley
Kendall White
Mayethel White
Bruce Whitehead and Kathy Myers
Karly Whitaker
Vanessa Whiting
Dennis and Shelley Wilcox
Peter and Ann Williams
Anne Wilson
Christine and Dale Winsberg
Erin Wolgamuth
Christopher Wood and Susan Lobe
Diana Woodbridge
Paula Woods and Regina Webb
Beth Woodside and Tom Frattare
Beverly Wright
Caleb Alexander Wright
Christie Yonkers and Sagi Shilo
Brent Kee Young and Marty Young
Parker Zabell and Julia Kious Zabell

Paid for by Tiger Nation for Strong Schools, Karen Rolfe, Treasurer, 2285 Grandview Ave. Cleveland Heights, OH 44106.

Heights Observer October 1, 2020

				 15

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Apple Construction

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Board of Education
Meeting highlights

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

AUGUST 18, 2020
Board members present were President Jodi
Sourini, Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis, James Posch,
and Beverly Wright. Also present were Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby, Assistant Superintendent Paul Lombardo, and Treasurer Scott Gainer. [Virtual meetings are live-streamed on the
district’s YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/
CHUHSchools) and recorded for later viewing.]

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

CARE-A-VAN AND AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY FREE FOOD SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 24

School reopening update
Superintendent Kirby’s team presented the design for the remote-learning plan. The first nine
weeks of the school year will consist of remote
learning with a review at five weeks. Changes
in plans will not take place until there is consistent suppression of the virus. Some teachers
may be teaching from home while others may
be teaching from school buildings.
The team also presented plans for students
with disabilities, student and college application support, athletics, safety training, Chromebook distribution, virtual family cafes, and
monitoring student expectations.

SCOTT HAIGH

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Five-year forecast
Treasurer Gainer presented the five-year forecast, and explained the components and uncertainties that were involved in creating it. After
discussing the impact of the EdChoice voucher
program, the board approved the forecast.

Coming soon!
3573 Atherstone Rd, Cleveland Heights

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.
AUGUST 25, 2020
All board members were present, as were the
superintendent, assistant superintendent, and
treasurer.
School opening update
Teacher in-service has been held, covering
data, technology, equity, operations, special
education, and collaboration.
Communication with parents
Parent orientations are being held at all schools
so parents can meet the teachers and become
acquainted with the technology that students
will be using. Orientation schedules are posted
on the district’s website. In addition, 16 virtual
cafes have been held, and, along with ongoing virtual cafes, communication is continuing
regarding schedule distribution and parent resources. Communication occurs through phone
calls, e-mails, and postings on www.chuh.org/
FamilyResources.aspx.
Fall athletics
The district is offering all fall sports, and the
Ohio Board of Health has approved the district’s athletic plan. Coaches have undergone
additional training to comply with COVID-19
requirements. Additional equipment for COVID-19 protection was purchased for football.

Feed your soil,
love your lawn
Fall is the time! Top-dress your
lawn with SweetPeet to help your
lawn recover from summer stress.
SweetPeet, 100% organic compost,
improves soil health which in turn
makes your lawn happy and healthy.
SweetPeet is the ideal compost to
replenish the organic material in
your soils, it spreads easily and is
packed full of goodness helping your
lawn to recover and thrive.
For best results, schedule a lawn
aeration prior to top-dressing to help
blend the compost with your soil.

Ohio Teacher Evaluation System
The board approved the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System 2.0, for implementation starting
July 2021. The Ohio Board of Education
requires that this be approved and in place,
even though the district will continue with

Do It Yourself:
We Deliver, You Install…
Call (216) 371-1935 and order
your SweetPeet delivered
when you’re ready.

DIVINE
LOVE
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LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.
SEPTEMBER 3, 2020
All board members were present, as were the
superintendent and treasurer.
Public comments and board response
Millikin property sale: Two community members expressed opposition to the sale of the
Millikin property, stating that selling it would
not advocate for environmental justice, that
the land was promised to be maintained as
a buffer, in perpetuity, when Severance shopping center was built, and that “this is our
treasure.”
Intra-district transfer policy: Lindsay
Means, a parent, requested that the intradistrict transfer policy for students with special
needs be revised to be less cumbersome. She
said the window of time for obtaining a transfer
is narrow and the process is confusing.
Concerns about board actions: Charles
Drake stated that the board ignored complaints regarding mismanagement of funds
in 1) refusing to request a performance audit,
2) selling public property at a great discount,
and 3) being ineffective during contract negotiations with district teachers.
Board response: Board President Sourini
said the board would only consider proposals
for Millikin that provide a revenue path for the
district. Because the board’s current focus is
a safe and successful educational program,
she recommended that the issue be tabled for
now; board members agreed. The district is
still using the Millikin property and it continues
to be viable for district use. Board Member
Heintz said that the board has a responsibility
to be good stewards of the property.
Enrollment in remote-learning
Superintendent Kirby emphasized that the
focus is always on the students. Currently,
nearly 5,000 students are enrolled remotely,
and some students are being home-schooled.
Registration is continuing.
Ohio Senate Bill 358
Kirby testified in the state legislature regarding SB358 and also presented the district’s
experience with EdChoice. SB358 freezes
district evaluation report cards during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Superintendent Kirby
supports this; she also calls for a freeze on the
requirement that districts continue to pay for
EdChoice scholarships. As of Sept. 3, the district has received 1,814 EdChoice requests,
which represent about $9 million in funding.
AP program participation
Advanced Placement (AP) participation increased to 58 percent of students. The district
has 52 AP scholars [a designation conferred
by the College Board based on AP test
scores], and AP scores are up.
LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

the answer
to universal
health

Let Us Do the Work…
Call to request a quote for
service (216) 371-1935.

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed
to making your yard and garden
look their beautiful best.

When we genuinely perceive God,
divine Love itself, as the one and only
foundation of our existence, sickness
vanishes like darkness before light.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
LL_HOB_0920.indd 1

Ohio Teacher Evaluation System 1.0 through
the current school year.
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AP scores at Heights High are on the rise
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

The CH-UH City School District
is addressing long-standing issues
of academic disparities head on.
In 2015, Heights High took
a hard look at its 21 Advanced
P l a c e m e n t ( A P) c o u r s e s a n d
d iscovered that, i n a bu i ld i ng
where the vast majority of students
are Black, the most rigorous classes
were almost entirely white.
“We need high expectations
for all our students,” said Alisa
McKinnie, an assistant principal,
“regardless of their background.”
The school pa r tnered w ith
Equal Opportunity Schools (EOS),
an organization based in Seattle,
whose mission is “to ensure that
students of color and low-income
st udents have equitable access
to America’s most academically
intense high school programs and
succeed at the highest levels.”
The wheels were thus set in
motion for a systemic change at
Heights High that has resulted in
two years of positive results.
Last fall, Heights High was
one of nine schools in Ohio to
be named to the AP Honor Roll,
which recognizes buildings that
increase AP participation without
a significant reduction in scores.
With the 2020 AP results released

this month, Heights High boasted
a nea rl y 2 0% i nc rea s e i n t he
number of students earning a score
of 3 or higher, the standard for
earning college credit.
It took the concerted effort
of administrators, teachers and
st ud ents to re a c h t h i s p oi nt.
Heights High’s leadership worked
with EOS to create a roadmap with
three main objectives: accessing
opportunity, experiencing success
and extending equity.
First, they had to delve into the
cultural mindsets of both students
and teachers through the use of
three different surveys.
The results were eye-opening.
Some students didn’t know that AP
courses existed, or how they were
beneficial. Some had never been
encouraged by teachers, guidance
counselors, or their parents to
assume a more-challenging course
load. Some teachers wanted to
teach the higher-level courses,
but felt that those courses were
assigned to an elite few.
After ma ny workshops a nd
focus groups, McKinnie received
teacher recommendations for 392
students to enroll in AP classes.
School staff sent letters to parents
explaining what AP courses entail,
invited students to an ice cream

least that well, saying, “It’s not our
job to be gatekeepers.”
Instead, McKinnie aims for
the school to “provide experiences
and exposures early on,” and “keep
equity at the center of all we do.”

social, and launched a series of
workshops to prepare students for
success in AP classes.
As enrollment in AP classes
increased from 182 students in 2015
to 343 in 2019, scores did indeed
drop, though not enough to be
considered “signif icant” by the
College Board, which administers
the tests.
Nationally, between 56% and
59% of students earn a score of 3
or higher; at Heights High, that
percentage went from 51% to 38%
in those four years. This was not
surprising, considering the rigor
of the coursework and the fact
that Heights High enforces an
AP contract that requires every
student enrolled in an AP class to
take the AP exam, unlike many
schools, where students can opt
out.
McKinnie and her team knew
they could do better. Through
continued focus on achievement
a nd pr o v id i n g i nd i v id u a l i z e d
support a nd motivation to A P
students, those test scores have
risen.
In 2020, 58% of students earned
a 3 or higher, virtually equal to the
national average.
McKinnie believes that even
more Heights students can do at

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is
a long time resident of Cleveland
Heights, a graduate of the Heights
schools, and a former Coventry School
teacher. She is a freelance journalist
under contract with the CH-UH City
School District.
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MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
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Reanimate your friendships
... with a subscription to Funny Times.

Independent local media that entertains nationally.
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Heights High junior is newest Heights Arts intern

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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COUTRESTY HEIGHTS ARTS

Each year, Heights Arts selects one
Cleveland Heights High School junior
intern, to join a returning senior intern,
to work with its volunteer Exhibition
Community Team (ECT). The team
comprises community members with
expertise in the visual arts. They are
charged with reviewing artist submissions, connecting Heights Arts with
new artists, providing assistance to
hang shows, and setting up the annual
Heights Arts Holiday Store in November and December.
Heights High art teachers are
instrumental in identifying internship candidates. After she applied
and interviewed with ECT members,
Eryn Lawson was chosen from several
candidates to be the 2020–22 intern.
Interns learn to work directly with
team members, and to provide their
own perspectives and opinions. They
are also charged with acting as curators
to create an annual student exhibition
at the end of the school year, featuring
the work of their peers.
Growing up, Lawson moved
throughout the Heights, attending or
living near almost all its schools at various points in time. She cherishes the
community. Through Heights Arts,
she sees an opportunity for a blossoming of artistic growth between younger
and older generations. She feels it is
important to nourish this growth, to
grow it into something much greater,
beyond our individual selves.
Said Lawson, “I’m excited to be
joining the Heights Arts team! I can’t
wait to see what we can all make together!”
Lawson is the fourth intern to
join Heights Arts since 2018, when it
began its partnership with Heights
High. Former interns ShaDonnah
Miller and Ava Collyer have moved
on to further their education at Cleveland Institute of Art and The Ohio
State University, respectively. Miller,
who is beginning her sophomore year

COUTRESTY HEIGHTS ARTS

Amanda Bohn

Heights High junior Eryn Lawson.

Heights High senior Zelda Thayer-Hansen.

with a major in drawing, feels that
the internship “really introduced me
to the art side of Cleveland and got
me used to speaking with other artists in a group setting.” Collyer, the
2018–20 intern, summed up her twoyear internship experience: “Having
a more intimate understanding of
the business and gallery aspect of art
has made me much more thoughtful
about the art I make and how I want
to continue with this passion. I am

incredibly grateful for the time I spent
listening [to] and learning from the
Heights Arts community, and I hope
the current and future interns enjoy
the experience just as much as I did.”
Current senior Zelda ThayerHansen will lead the intern duo during
this years’ exhibition season. As she
began her second intern year in September, she described the impact of
the experience so far: “This internship
has given me the amazing opportunity

to collaborate with professional artists
in our community, and has opened my
eyes to the breadth of possibilities the
art world has to offer. I am excited to
continue working with this group for
another year, and intend to use the
skills I have earned from this program
for the rest of my artistic career.”
Executive Director Rachel Bernstein described the benefits of the
partnership, noting, “This internship
has not only been a learning opportunity for our young participants,
but a great asset to Heights Arts.
It has provided us with a fresh and
valuable perspective from a younger
demographic which serves to create richer programming reflective
of our diverse community. We very
much look forward to continuing our
partnership with Heights High, and
to find additional ways to engage the
students.”
Amanda Bohn handles marketing and communications at Heights Arts.

TOMMY’S continued from page 2

out May was promising. However, as
the weather became nicer, with more
restaurant patios opening each day,
we saw our sales start to diminish
and were faced with difficult decisions
on what to do. We thought long and
hard about opening for dine-in—in
fact, we put together a survey asking
our customers for help in deciding.
The survey demonstrated that over 75
percent of our customer base did not
feel safe dining inside. By June, COVID cases were spiking in Cuyahoga
County. At that point, it just didn’t
feel right to open for dine-in, but cash
flow was not sufficient to maintain a
crew and keep Tommy’s afloat.
Not only was business slow, but
the cost of goods was significantly
higher due to COVID. Weighing my
options, it became clear to me that I
would have to close my nearly 50-yearold business until it made sense—from
a business and a safety standpoint—to
open again.
With the kind of hope I start with
every Sunday during Browns season
(probably too much), I called the
owner of the Panini’s building, Debra
Krenzler, to explain our situation and
see if there was any chance of renting
its patio. She said she would look into
what was going on with the patio, talk
to Mike Mercer, the owner of Panini’s,
and let me know.
In the meantime, we had scheduled a late-June staff meeting to
discuss our options. I had planned
to tell the employees that we were
going to close on July 6, assist them in
filing for unemployment, and try to
wait out the storm. By some miracle,

				

just 20 minutes before that meeting,
I got a call from Debra saying we
could rent the patio. That meeting
turned from likely being the saddest
one that I ever would have led, to one
filled with happiness and excitement.
Again, our Coventry Village community and Tommy’s family stepped
up. Debra Krenzler, Eric Synenberg
(her son, and the Panini’s building’s
co-owner) and Mike Mercer helped me
come up with our crazy, out-of-the-box
plan on using the patio. The city of
Cleveland Heights kindly fast-tracked
the permits I needed. My wife, daughters, brother, son-in-law, sister-in-law
and some longtime employees spent
countless hours in the heat getting the
patio aesthetically ready. We had to figure out how to transport food from our
kitchen across the street in a way that
was safe and preserved the Tommy’s
quality. In a truly team effort, we were
able to open the patio on July 13.
Because nothing in 2020 has
proven to be easy, the volume of business coming from patio dining was not
what I hoped for, and curbside was still
what was keeping us afloat, even with
diminished volume there as well.
Then Channel 3, Channel 5, Spectrum, and Hillcrest Foods Buy Local
did stories on our restaurant and the
patio. In interviews, I explained what
the pandemic has done to business,
and how close we had come to closing
until it was safe for my employees and
customers to dine-in again.
In almost 50 years of business, I
have had to overcome many hard times
and obstacles, from fires to economic
recession, but nothing has been as
challenging as this pandemic.
Friends like Steve Presser and
David Budin, among others, posted
touching stories on Facebook in support of Tommy’s and our employees.
Again, I experienced firsthand what
it’s like to have people reach out to
help when you’re at a hard spot in
your life. Steve and David sparked a
huge wave of love for Tommy’s and all
small businesses in Coventry Village,
and I am humbled by everything I have
18

witnessed and received—monetary donations and homemade masks, baked
goods, gift cards bought in bulk, and
people vowing to order curbside, to
keep me in business.
Teenagers dropped off $5 bills that
they wanted handed to me personally
so they could help. People purchased
large quantities of box lunches to donate to hospital staff, front-line workers, and the city of Cleveland Heights
Service Department—and they did not
want any recognition.
A GoFundMe started by Nicole
Glatz raised thousands of dollars. In
my heart I didn’t feel I deserved it,
because I know there are many who
are struggling more than me. I spoke
with her and she brilliantly suggested
we give it to my employees for the
slow months. We decided to divide
it amongst the employees and donate
additional funds to Heights Senior
Center, as it also is struggling now.
I wish I could describe all the
amazing acts of kindness I have experienced during this crazy and uncertain
time, but there are far too many to list
here. It gave me such hope and showed
me that we are all in this together. I
want to say thank you, from the bottom of my heart, to my family, my employees, Coventry Village, Cleveland
Heights, and my loyal customers. You
will never know what your love and
support has meant to me!
Coventry is a special place and
there is nowhere I would rather be.
Let’s keep this momentum going by
continuing to support the backbone of
our economy—small businesses—during what are sure to be tough winter
months. While we are not through
this life-altering time, and we still have
a tough road ahead, you all have demonstrated to me that we can come out
of it better than we were before. If we
all continue to shop small businesses, I
know we can make a difference; I have
seen it firsthand! Thank you again, stay
safe, and I love you.
Tommy Fello is the owner of Tommy’s
restaurant.
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS ARTS

SONGS AND
STORIES

David Budin

I had a friend, John, who took so
much LSD and other drugs that he
kind of fried his brains. I met him
in the late ’60s, in the Cleveland
Heights folk music club Farragher’s,
where he sometimes performed.
I lost track of him for a while,
but then I started running into him
all over Cleveland Heights during
the ’80s and ’90s. Conversations
always began pleasantly, but quickly
deteriorated into either paranoia
(his, not mine) or just plain madness
(again, his . . . I think). I saw him once
near the Cedar Lee Theatre, and our
conversation seemed innocuous
enough, until he suddenly said, “So.
You’re one of them?” I knew where
that was headed, so I said, “Woah—
look at the time. Gotta go.”
Once, at the old Revco at
Coventry and Mayfield, we were
in the greeting card aisle, chatting,
when he stopped, looked at one of
the cards, grabbed it out of the rack,
and said, “How did they know?” I
said, “How did who . . . know what?”
He held up the card for me to see,
so I’d understand, and demanded,
“How did they know that I’d be right
here, right now?” I said, “Woah—
look at the time. Gotta go.”
Another time, my wife and I
were leaving a concert at Cain Park
and John spotted us. He worked his
way through the crowd, as though
he had something urgent to tell her.
“Dave and I were at a Halloween
party at Pete Dartmouth’s house in
1967,” he said, “and there was a big
mail slot in the front door, and when
trick-or-treaters rang the doorbell,
Dave would put on a black glove and
stick his hand out through the mail
slot and take a piece of candy out of
their bags, and they would run away.”
Whew! Typically wacky story.
He told the tale, laughed, and
disappeared back into the crowd.
My wife looked at me to try to gauge
the degree of craziness. “Uhh . . .
you know what?” I said. “That one
is true.”
Sorry, 1967 kids. But, I mean . . .
you had enough candy. And I didn’t
have any.
I was 18 and, essentially, homeless
at that time—meaning that I didn’t
have a permanent place to live. But,
also, it was the hippie era, so I could
usually find a place to crash and hang
out. Usually. And that Halloweenparty house was a place I stayed quite
often. It had been purchased by Pete
Dartmouth, a young guy—about 26
years old in 1967—who had moved
here from California (for some
reason), had a lot of money (from
some unknown source), was a music
fan and audiophile, and believed he
could buy a bunch of friends. He
was correct. He bought a bunch of
friends.
Heights Observer October 1, 2020

Pete acquired this big house, started
hanging out at Farragher’s, and told all
the local folk and rock musicians he met
that he was building a recording studio
in his basement. And, also, that any of us
could stay at the house. He finished the
basement and installed a state-of-the-art
studio in it. In the house, he stocked a
big refrigerator with food, got a color
TV, and opened up his home and studio
to us. We all recorded demos for free.
But he also charged money for some
bands to record there.
I started helping him in the studio
and control room. That was my first
recording experience, and I learned a
lot. I met several musicians from other
parts of town, many of whom are still my
friends. I also stayed there on numerous
nights. And if I couldn’t find an empty
bedroom, which was often the case, I just
slept on the studio floor, covered by my
jacket. I have surprisingly fond memories
of sleeping on that studio floor.
But soon ever yone left town,
mostly for Los Angeles. John’s band
signed with RCA Records. I went to
New York City. I got into a band that
later became famous (without me).

DAVID BUDIN

I want(ed) candy

This is that Halloween-party house today, not far from where I live now. I see that
the mail slot is still in the front door. Maybe I should go and dump some candy in it.

I remained homeless for a while
in NYC. I ran into a band I had
met when they recorded a demo in
Pete’s studio, from which they got
a contract with Columbia Records,
and I lived with them in their one
hotel room for weeks, while they
recorded an album. I got signed to
Sire Records (by the guy who had
written and produced and played
on the original hit record of “I
Want Candy”), and I moved into an
apartment. But that hippie-era tribal,
let’s-all-help-each-other thing was an
amazing experience and has affected

me to this day. We could use more
of that now. Wait—did I say “more”?
Sorry—I meant “any.”
So, I wound up, one year after that
Halloween party, producing records
in New York, partly based on that
basement-studio experience. And I
didn’t steal candy anymore. Much.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern
Ohio Live, an author, and a professional
musician and comedian. His writing focuses
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.

We’re here
for kids!
Now is the perfect time to help your
child access eBooks and audiobooks
from the safety of your home.
If you have a tablet or a smartphone,
you can access our eMedia collection
by downloading the Libby App from
the App Store.
Your Heights Libraries card will get
you instant access to the CLEVNET
eMedia collection of audiobooks,
eBooks, videos, magazines,
and music.
If you don’t have a CLEVNET
library card, you can sign up
for an Instant Digital Card
at heightslibrary.org under
the digital services tab.
We’re here for you,
wherever you are.

www.heightslibrary.org
				 19
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Additional borrowable hotspots are among
Heights Libraries expanding offering of home
learning tools.

Sheryl Banks

In an effort to support Heights families
whose children are learning remotely,
Heights Libraries is offering tools to
make online learning easier: the online
tutoring service Tutor.com, and additional WiFi hotspots to help families
who don’t have home Internet service.
Tutor.com is available for free
through the library’s website, www.
heightslibrary.org, and offers both oneon-one virtual tutoring services and
independent, self-directed learning
tools, such as webinars, study guides,
essay feedback and practice quizzes.
“Since the pandemic has limited
our ability to hold in-person programs,
like our popular Homework Help
series, we knew that we needed to
find another way to help students, especially those who may be struggling
with remote schooling,” said Interim
Youth Services Manager Sarah Rosen-

berger. “Tutor.com gives kids access to
live tutors in most school subject areas,
as well as writing help and webinars on
all kinds of topics.”
Every day, 2–9 p.m., students can
chat live through text or video with a
tutor who can help them with specific
homework questions, or provide more
general information about common
subjects, such as social studies, science,
English and math.
Students of all ages can have their
essays critiqued and edited by Tutor.
com staff. High school students can
access ACT, SAT and AP exam test
prep.
“One of the great things about
Tutor.com is that it isn’t just for K–12
kids,” said Rosenberger. “It has plenty
of resources for college students, like
grad school prep, and for adult job
seekers, who can use it to access resume, interviewing, and cover letter
help.”
None of these services will assist
students and families, however, if they
can’t get online—that’s why Heights
Libraries purchased 40 more WiFi
hotspots this summer.
“The pandemic has forced us to
restrict the number of people who
can be in our buildings at one time,”
said Heights Libraries Director Nancy
Levin. “So, that limits the number of
people who can use our public computers. Families who need Internet access
at home, but cannot afford to subscribe
to a service, can borrow a hotspot.”
A hotspot is a small device that
allows a user to connect a wirelessenabled device, such as a laptop,

PATIO NOW OPEN
reservations required
216-791-0918
Tuesday-Thursday
4-9PM
Friday-Saturday
5-10PM

smartphone or tablet, to the Internet.
Customers 18 and older, with a library
card in good standing, can borrow a
hotspot for two weeks at a time. They
can reserve one by calling 216-9323600, or visit the circulation desk of

Heights Libraries re-opens for
browsing and computer use
Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries has re-opened
its buildings for computer use and
browsing. Due to COVID-19, these
services look different, and follow new
safeguards to keep customers and staff
as safe as possible.
Computer use now requires a
reservation, and reservations may be
made by phone only—walk-ups and
online reservations are not available at
this time. Computer use will also now
require a library card—guest passes
will not be available. Customers can
make a reservation by calling 216-9323600, ext. 1221. Use is limited to one
computer session per day, and each
session lasts for 45 minutes.
Browsing will be permitted in
all sections—Adult, Teen, and Children’s—but customers will be asked to
stay only as long as it takes to get their
materials.
To achieve safe social distancing,
Heights Libraries is limiting the number of customers in its buildings, and
staff have removed chairs and tables to
discourage lingering. If staff members
think an area is too crowded, they will
ask customers to move along so that

others may enter the building. Reference staff are again manning reference
desks, but will assist customers from
behind Plexiglas barriers.
Per the state of Ohio’s Statewide
Mask Order, customers must wear
face masks at all times, and maintain
6 feet of distance from staff and other
customers at all times. Face masks
must cover both the nose and mouth,
and be in place for the duration of the
visit. Face shields may not be worn in
place of face masks.
Study rooms and meeting rooms
will remain closed until further notice,
as will the children’s play areas.
“We are so happy to welcome
customers back, and we have worked
very hard to do so safely,” said Heights
Libraries Director Nancy Levin. “Services look very different now. While
we can’t yet welcome the community
to spend time in our buildings, we still
offer free access to computers, books,
music and DVDs, and all kinds of information is available on our website
and through our reference staff.”
Full details, including guidelines
for computer use, can be found on
the Heights Libraries website, www.
heightslibrary.org.

Cleveland Heights – University
Heights Public Library Board
Meeting highlights
AUGUST 17, 2020
Board members present were President
James Roosa, Gabe Crenshaw, Max Gerboc, Annette Iwamoto, and Vikas Turakhia.
Vice President Dana Fluellen and Patti Carlyle were absent.

For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Coventry PEACE Campus
Leases with the individual tenants of the Coventry PEACE Campus building expired as
of June 30, 2020. Negotiations have been
held this month between the library director and the tenants. The library director had
hoped to ask the board to approve a letter
of intent at this special meeting. However,
the PEACE campus tenants and its board are

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Call Jared Lavender

www.KellerNational.com
Heights Observer October 1, 2020

Sheryl Banks is the communications manager for the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Public Library System.

Youth Services Associates Shamekia Chandler (left) and Kareemah Hairston (right) are ready to
help young customers in the Lee Road branch children’s room.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance

216-965-0646

any Heights Libraries branch to check
out a hotspot.

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Library offers at-home Internet access and online tutoring
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not in agreement with the library. Areas of
disagreement include the base rent and tenant responsibility for utilities, operational
expenses, and maintenance. Negotiations
will continue in private with the involved
parties. The special meeting was adjourned
with no action taken by the board.
LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.
[While pandemic restrictions are imposed
on public gatherings, library board meetings are live-streamed, and posted the next
day on the library’s Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/heightslibrary.]

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

For a fourth consecutive yea r,
Verne & Ellsworth Hann Inc. has
chosen a winner for its “Helping
Hann” free furnace giveaway. The
compa ny created the prog ra m
to help a deser ving member of
the community who needs a new
furnace.
Clevela nd Heights resident
Sommer Saddler is the recipient of
the company’s 2020 free furnace
installation, which includes all
materials and labor.
A registered nurse, Saddler has
worked for the Cleveland Clinic
for the past 16 years. Her passion
is to care for others, despite her

own health issues. Diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis (MS) in 2017,
Saddler said, “Every day is a struggle,
but I have to get myself together to
care for my patients. For a long time,
I hid my MS so people wouldn’t feel
sorry for me. I have learned to accept
my diagnosis even though it has
changed my lifestyle and financial
situation.”
Working long hours was taking
a toll on Saddler, but having to work
less hours has caused a financial
strain. “You can’t give up,” said
Saddler. “Life happens. We have
no control of that, but we have the
ability, will, and faith to keep going.”
Saddler’s mother, Evette, lives

Heights businesses are invited
to submit holiday gift ideas
This year more than ever, shopping
here in the Heights has the capacity
to help our local business districts.
T he C OV I D -19 c r i si s h a s
forced m a ny beloved Hei g hts
merchants to close shop or pare
back on their hours and services.
As the holiday season approaches,
the Heights Observer continues its
efforts to encourage local shopping
with its annual Holiday Gift Guide,
to be published in November.
Clevela nd Heights a nd
University Heights retail businesses
a re inv ited a nd encou ra ged to
e-mail photos and descriptions
of items they would like to be
considered for publication in the
2020 Heights Observer Holiday
Gift Guide to Jessica Schantz
(jschantz@futureheights.org ) no
later than Oct. 16. Put “Holiday
Gift Guide” in the subject line.
The 2020 guide will contain
listings in each of the following
six categories, two of which are
new this year: Stocking Stuffers
($10 or less); Gifts Less Than $50;
Gifts $50 to $150; Gifts More
Than $150; the Non-Traditional
Gift, a new category meant to cast
a wider net of potential gift ideas;
and Best Socially-Distanced Gift or
Experience.
Businesses must submit the
following information for each
item: item categor y (one of the
six categories listed above), item
Heights Observer October 1, 2020

name, item price, name of business
submitting the item, and a JPG
photo of the item. Please limit
descriptive text for each item to one
sentence, or no more than 30 words.
Entries are limited to two items
per category per business. Photos
of gift cards and gift baskets, for
restaurants or service businesses,
are welcome, too.
The gift guide will appear in
the November print issue of the
Heights Observer, as well as in weekly
Heights Observer e-newsletters in
the lead-up to the holidays, and
online at www.heightsobserver.org.
St ud ies show t h at i f more
of the dollars Americans spend
on holiday shopping were spent
at loca l ly ow ned, independent
businesses, they would generate
far more economic benefit in local
communities than money spent
online, at chains or businesses
outside of the community.
T he Hei g hts is k now n for
its small but unique commercial
d istr icts peppered th roug hout
its walkable neighborhoods. As
residents, we have a vested interest
in keeping these districts vibrant.
This holiday season, more than
ever, support our local businesses
by committing to shopping here.
Jessica Schantz is the e-news manager
at the Heights Observer and a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights.
				 21

deserving winner.
“Our company looks forward
to continuing our Helping Hann
tradition and giving back to the
community.”
Verne & Ellsworth Hann, a fivegeneration family-owned company,
is owned and operated by brothers
Bill and Chris Hann. The HVAC
company has serviced Northeast
Ohio for more than 65 years, and is
located at 2026 Lee Road. Visit the
company’s website, www.vehbrothers.
com, for more information, and for
the upcoming announcement of its
fifth-annual Helping Hann furnace
giveaway.

with her and has health issues of
her own. The furnace in their home
was old and unreliable, and has had
problems over the years. Both women
worried about the air quality in their
home due to the outdated furnace.
Saddler and her mother were at
home when Chris Hann, co-owner of
Verne & Ellsworth Hann, called to
give her the good news. “When Chris
told me I had won the free furnace,
my mother and I screamed!” said
Saddler. “This has relieved so much
stress and is one less factor I have to
worry about. Chris was so attentive
and personable. He is awesome! We
continue to say that we just cannot
believe we won!”
Hann said, “Our Helping Hann
free furnace giveaway is really the
highlight of our year. The fact that
Sommer is a nurse during these
uncertain times makes her a very

SELLS

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights Observer
Advisory Committee, and is responsible for
its advertising sales and market development.City Council member.

LLTHE HEIGHTS
AAre
you looking
for a Home?




C l a s s i c i n S h a ke r H e i g ht s ?

Charming Colonial in University Heights?
F ixer- Upper in Cleveland Height s?



or maybe…



Contemporary in Shaker Heights ?
T H E

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®
216~577~8700

SUSAN
DELANEY

Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com

GROUP

L HEIGHTS
KNOWS ALTHE

LIVES IN THE HEIGHTS

Jessica Schantz

Chris Hann with Evette and Sommer Saddler at their Ceveland Heights home.

BORN IN THE HEIGHTS

Bob Rosenbaum

COURTESY BOB ROSENBAUM

CH nurse receives ‘Helping Hann’ free furnance

Helping display and
preserve your
art and memories
since 1973
We're back

and looking forward
to working with you

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

13429 Cedar Rd.
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671

• By appointment only - call or email
• Ask about parking lot pickups and
deliveries
• Please remember your masks and
gloves

woodtraderframing.com
www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS BUSINESS
CONVERSATIONS continued from page 1

Find the Heights Observer at Bill’s Coffee Shop

place virtually on Saturday, Nov. 7,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Tuesday,
Nov. 10, from 3:30 to 8:30 p.m.
For more information, a nd
to register to be a facilitator or
participant, visit www.heightscongress.
org or call 216-321-6775.
Founded in 1972, HCC is an
advocate of social justice, a monitor
of fair-housing practices, and a
facilitator for building strong, diverse
communities. Among its goals are
generating inclusive communities
and neighborhoods; instilling a
sense of communit y spirit and
involvement among residents of all
races, religions, cultures, ages, ethnic
heritages, and socioeconomic levels;
and encouraging active involvement
of communit y residents in the
identification and solution of issues
of mutual concern.

SALLY KRAMER

our communities’ challenges with
race, racism and equity, and begin
generating ideas for positive change
while building community,” said
Eric Dillenbeck, executive director
of HCC, the lead organizer of the
event. “We recognize a need to
come together to explore issues of
race and equity, discrimination,
gentrification, poverty and political
division. We hope that exploring
our community through the lens of
race, and gathering, even virtually,
will help build community and create
an opportunity for learning about
different perspectives and how to
better support one another.”
A nyone w ho l i ves , work s ,
worships, or plays in Cleveland
Heights or University Heights is
welcome to participate as a facilitator
or guest.
Facilitators must attend one of
two training sessions, which will take

Bill’s Coffee Shop owner Cindy Schmidt has been serving breakfast and
lunch for more than 32 years. Recently, she and her longtime team of John
Cuva and Ronnie Black reopened for take-out orders. Think of Bill’s Coffee
Shop the next time you’re looking for a classic diner meal, and pick up a
copy of the Heights Observer while you’re there. Bill’s is located at 3954
Mayfield Road, in Cleveland Heights (216-381-6443).

Sruti Basu is the director of communitybuilding programs at FutureHeights.

CONCERNS continued from page 3

As public officials, you have a
broad fiduciary duty to carry out
your responsibilities in a manner
that is faithful to the public trust
that has been reposed in each of
you. We urge you to:
• R econ sider you r decision to
place the 4.8 mill lev y on the
November ballot.
• Negotiate a contract with the
CH-UH teachers’ union that
brings health care spending in
line with other school districts.
• C ontact t he State Aud itor ’s
Performance Audit team and
request a performance audit.

Pick up the Heights Observer at Mac’s Backs

Maureen ‘Mo’ Lynn is the treasurer of
TigerNation4LowerTaxes and is selfemployed with her consulting business.
She and her family moved to Cleveland
Heights in 2011.
SALLY KRAMER

if this November’s levy passes, the
district would likely need to place
another 9 mill levy on the ballot
in March 2022!
Our community is struggling:
• A s of June 2020, unemployment
in Cleveland Heights [was] close
to 14 percent.
• More than 100 full- and parttime city employees have been
let go due to the pandemic.
• T he current forecast projects
the city will have a $1 million
funding shortfall this year.
• T he city is contemplating a debt
restructuring because its bond
retirement fund is being rapidly
depleted.
• T he cost of bringing Cleveland
Height’s sewer system into EPA
compliance is estimated at a
staggering $620 million.

Local news that speaks to you

Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU

With some businesses closed, and others limiting in-store service, some
readers are having trouble finding copies of the Heights Observer. Suzanne
DeGaetano, owner of Mac’s Backs - Books on Coventry, continues serving
the community by hosting virtual events, and carrying both best-sellers
and books by local authors. For information, visit www.macsbacks.com.
You can also pick up a copy of the Heights Observer there.

Hear it live
Mon – Fri at 9 am and 4 pm
Stream on demand
wjcu.org/media/heights-now

Schedule Yo u r Precision
Heati ng Tu ne-Up!

$

Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462

104

Local news that
speaks to you
Catch the HeightsNow

Restrictions
apply.
podcast from
WJCU
Call
for
details.
Live:

Chris
Hann
Bill
Hann

5

Mon-Fri

generations
family
at 9 am and 4ofpm
experience. Owned and
Stream on
operated
by demand:
Bill & Chris Hann.

wjcu.org/media/heights-now
2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Heights

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
Heights Observer October 1, 2020
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216.932.9755
VEHbrothers.com

5th Annual FREE Furnace Giveaway!
Watch our website for details in 2021!

www.heightsobserver.org

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Always Buying Paying Cash









MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
Gold / Sterling Silver  Clocks
 Swords
Jewelry
 Lamps
Glassware
 Violins
Paintings
 Porcelain
Pottery
 Ivory Carvings
Military Items
 Oriental Rugs
Bronze Figures
Men’s Wristwatches  Marble Figures
7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m.

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS
Buying anything unusual

Democracy
or

Dictatorship?
Y OUR V OTE
C OUNTS!

Investment Company Representative
2121 South Green Road
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
PH: 216.382.9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com

***************************************

Taxes
Annuities

* Raymond J. Wohl, Registered Representative
* Securities offered through Avantax Wealth Management
Member SlPC
Investment & Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured.
No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

MJM

Window
Restoration

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass

We’ll make them work like new!

(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com
✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

Shop
Local

For all your electrical needs

R ESIDENTIAL / C OMMERCIAL

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve
License #48370
“Reliable electrical service and repair”

Ardmore Tree Service
Complete Tree Service
Year-round

Gutter Guru

Professional Gutter Cleaning
Local Cleveland Heights Business

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

(216) 486-5551
• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding
• Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing

Brooks Jones III

Member National Arborist Association

216-543-4113 (mobile)

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

bmj386@gmail.com

Platinum Construction
COMPLETE 2-Car Garage $8,999

www.heightsobserver.org

Concrete Driveways $2,999
(216) 459-0000

Call 216.320.1423

1792 Coventry Road

platinum306@gmail.com

to find out how you can

www.building-garages.com

advertise your business for

www.heightshardware.com

L ARGEST G ARAGE B UILDER
IN C LEVELAND

$29/month

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

216-321-4701

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair





Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Plaster repairs
Housing code violations

*** 10% off interior projects
December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain
an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

216216-387387-0525
llebles1@hotmail.com

SAME DAY

Karen Seremak
ND, BCHHP, MH

Mobile Battery Replacement

Doctor of Naturopathy
Board Certified Holistic
Heath Practitioner
Master Herbalist

Helping You to Regain
Your Health, Naturally.

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

EssentialArcadia.com | 216.925.6645
@EssentialArcadiaNaturalWellness

440-571-4969

CH BALLOT ISSUE 6 continued from page 14

(a FutureHeights board member),
Anthony Mattox Jr. (also a FutureHeights board member), and
Robert Koonce.]
Commenting on that process,
Stein said, “Council has had numerous executive session meetings and
has talked about it individually.
It’s been a long process; however,
we think it shows the strength
of our democratic system. This
council is really working hard and
not abdicating their role in choosing another leader. We need four
votes to appoint someone, and I am
hopeful that we will eventually get
there. We are not going to give up.
I will call for additional meetings
if necessary until we do appoint
someone. There is not a member of
council that isn’t losing sleep over
this. Each one is thinking of the
best interests of the city.”
Heights Observer October 1, 2020

“The city continues
to move forward
and there are a lot
of needs that we
can’t neglect—making sure that the
city is functioning
and getting through
the pandemic,
working to ensure
that we come out
stronger than we
went into it.”
If council does select someone to fill the vacancy, he or she
will serve out the seat’s current
term, which will expire on Dec.
				 23

31, 2021. During council’s May 18
Committee of the Whole meeting,
Stein reminded council members
that, under the CH City Charter,
“no choice has to be made”—i.e.,
council is not required to choose
someone.
In nei g hbor i n g Un i versit y
Heights, that city’s charter sets
forth a clear procedure for the appointment of a new council member. It specifies that council has 30
days to fill a vacancy; if council is
unable to do so, the mayor becomes
responsible for choosing the appointee.

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Alan I. Silver
Attorney at Law
Bankruptcy
Chapter 7 & Chapter 13
Tax problems
Member of United States Tax
Court
F REE CONSULTATION
REASONABLE T ERMS

(440) 461-0277

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga
County master gardener volunteer.
Deanna Bremer Fisher, executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of
the Heights Observer, contributed to this
article.
www.heightsobserver.org

coventry
village
TO OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS & FRIENDS:

We can’t thank you enough for your support
and generosity over the last 6 months.
Our patio will be closing on October 1 and
many of you have asked what is next.
In anticipation of what will likely be the
toughest fall and winter months in our almost
50 years of business, please continue to support
us by ordering curbside pick-up via our website
or phone in.
Our Tommy’s family appreciates your loyalty
and friendship so much. Because of you we will
weather this storm.

tommyscoventry.com - 216.321.7757
Heights Observer October 1, 2020
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