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Susie Maurer

For 12 years, Cleveland Heights artist
Fred Gearhart has opened his studio
and sculpture garden to visitors. Cancelled last year due to the coronavirus
shutdown, the annual event returns
on Saturday, May 29, and Sunday, May
30, 1–7 p.m. This show attracts many
Heights residents, as well as visitors
from throughout the region, and is
intended to provide enjoyment and respite on the Memorial Day weekend.
Gearhart has been a productive
sculptor, working for 36 years in his
home studio at 1609 Rydalmount Road.
Because he works mostly in stone, the
studio area is outdoors. Many finished
pieces are on display on the property,
ranging from fist-sized to 10-feet tall.
Subject matter includes figures
and faces, abstract art, and functional
work, such as fountains, birdbaths and
bud vases. Some are memory pieces
about his life.
“Many people enjoy the humorous

Molly Zimmerman and Fred Gearhart, in their Cleveland Heights sculpture garden.

stone faces,” said Gearhart. “Browsers are welcome. I want my friends
and neighbors to enjoy seeing what I
make.”
Garden lovers will also enjoy the

landscaping on the property, which has
been designed and executed by Molly
Zimmerman, Gearhart’s wife, who is
also an artist.
continued on page 7

Annual parade returns to University Heights

heights Music Hop
will return in 2021,
calls for musicians
courtesy university heights city hall

Swim cadets
annual show is
May 6–8

CH sculpture garden reopens for annual tour

Susie Maurer

Free parking
at all Cleveland Heights
meters

A parade will return to University Heights in 2021. This year only, instead of Memorial Day, the
parade will be on the Fourth of July.

Memorial Day parade this year. Chagrin Falls and other cities in Northeast Ohio have decided against
holding a parade over Memorial Day
weekend. University Heights will
err on the side of caution and hold a
parade later in the summer.
By scheduling a parade on Sunday,
July 4, the city will have five additional
weeks for people to get vaccinated and
for the health risk to subside further.
Parade details, including the
time, route, and rules in regard to

Mike Cook

FutureHeights
2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

For one year only, the annual University Heights parade will be held on
the Fourth of July.
For decades, every year, University
Heights has held Northeast Ohio’s biggest and best Memorial Day parade—
and Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan
said the city plans to bring back the
Memorial Day Parade in 2022.
Due to current pandemic concerns, however, it is uncertain if it
would be safe to throw a full-fledged

continued on page 2

FutureHeights’ 2021 annual meeting is June 9
ments, as well as its vision for
the future.
The event, which begins at
7 p.m., is free and open to the
public, but reservations are required. For more information and
to RSVP, visit www.futureheights.
org/2021annualmeeting, or call 216320-1423.

Sydney Chickos

On June 9, FutureHeights will
present its 2021 annual meeting
on the outdoor patio of Boss
Dog Brewing Company, 2179
Lee Road. The program will
also be livestreamed for remote
viewing.
FutureHeights, a nonprofit
community development corporation, strives to engage Heights
residents to ensure a vibrant and
sustainable future for Cleveland
Heights Observer May 1, 2021

Heights and University Heights.
This year’s meeting will focus
on the unique neighborhoods
in the Heights, and Cleveland
Heights’ 100-year history. FutureHeights will also report on
its activities and accomplish-

			

Sydney Chickos is a student at the
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences at Case Western Reserve University, and a FutureHeights intern.
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

After taking a hiatus in 2020 due
to the pandemic,
the eighth annual
He i g h t s Mu s i c
Hop festival will
take place on Saturday, Sept. 18, in
the Cedar Lee Business District.
Heights Music Hop showcases local, live musical talent to promote the
Heights as home to the arts, while also
helping to support the local economy
and celebrate the community’s diversity, walkability and great quality of
life.
In the past, performances have
occurred within local businesses; this
year, FutureHeights will present the
event on outdoor stages throughout
the district, to ensure the safety of
participants.
The 2021 festival will showcase
new musical talent from a variety of
genres, including jazz, rock, R&B,
classical, rap, indie, Americana and
folk.
On May 15, FutureHeights will
issue a “call for musicians” via the
Heights Music Hop website at www.
heightsmusichop.com. Interested musicians can download an application to
return by the July 1 deadline.
FutureHeights, a nonprofit community development corporation,
presents the event to inspire community collaboration and promote a
vibrant and sustainable future for the
Heights.
continued on page 9
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication
for residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.
The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.
Individuals throughout the community decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publication. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.
Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observer? If so, please write it on your own, or
with friends, neighbors or colleagues.
Our volunteer editors will make sure
it’s ready to publish and contact you
with any questions.
If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
• To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserver.org and click on
“Member Center” at the left.
• For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.
Articles to be considered for the
June issue must be submitted by May
10. We publish some articles online as
they come in—and still consider them
for the next print issue. We also publish
an e-newsletter each Tuesday.
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Merchants support mixed-use development at Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook
Nine Cedar Lee business owners

The below-signed merchants in the
Cedar Lee Business District strongly
support a mixed-use development
at the Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook
(CLM) site (the vacant land on the
east side of Lee Road at Meadowbrook Boulevard, and on the municipal parking lot between Tullamore
and Cedar roads). As Cleveland
Heights City Council reviews and
evaluates two proposals for CLM
development, we strongly support
the selection of a developer who can
minimize the impact of construction disruption on our businesses
by shortening and maximizing the
construction period with a single
phase of development for the entire
project. We are excited about the
catalytic possibilities of the CLM
project, just as the Top of the Hill
project is bringing to Cedar Fairmount.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
gravely impacted small businesses
like ours. A new mixed-use development at CLM would fill a gap in the
district, create excitement, and attract more residents and customers
to support our district and our city.

Buckingham condo
residents endorse
Hart for mayor
To the Editor:
We’re sending this letter to announce our endorsement of Melody Hart for mayor of Cleveland
Heights. In the information regarding her announcement to run, she
emphasizes characteristics such as
“responsive,” taking into account
“citizens’ complaints,” and “transparency.” From our perspective
as residents of the Buckingham
Condominium—the lone, fourstory, circa 1925 building in the
very center of the Top of the Hill
(TOH) project—Melody has been
the one member of council who
has consistently reached out to us
in our many concerns.
Last May, just as ground was
breaking for TOH, Melody and
Davida Russell, another CH council member, went out of their ways
on a Sunday afternoon to meet
with [Buckingham] residents and
listen to our concerns. They could
see our need for new tree growth
after so much has been razed for
development; they understood our
concerns for parking (both temporarily during construction, and
permanently in the new garage);
and they grasped residents’ distaste
for a gated, locked, Astroturfed
“Bark Park,” virtually at the foot
of the Buckingham entrance.
In the months since, Melody has
continued to take the initiative in
reaching out to this community.

				

The CLM development project will
be a significant catalyst for economic recovery in our community,
and we urge CH City Council to
select a developer and proceed with
this mixed-use development project
as soon as possible.
Development of this nature will
create some disruption to traffic,
parking, and access to our businesses and residences as it progresses.
Therefore, we ask the support of city
council, city staff and our Cleveland
Heights neighbors to:
• Support a development approach
for CLM that completes the entire
project in a single phase as quickly
as possible, to minimize the disruption to the business district, our
residential neighbors, and Cleveland Heights High School.
• Require a districtwide parking study
be completed as part of this project,
to ensure business, residential and
school parking needs are addressed
in a systematic way.
• Ensure that current parking and
access to existing businesses in
the district remain as convenient
as possible during construction.
In addition, we want to note
that because we, too, live and work

here, green spaces are important
and valued by us. Two wonderful
Heights parks, Cumberland and
Cain, are within walking distance
of our district, and we also support
the continued development of the
Cedar Lee Mini-Park in the heart of
the district. We are also very glad to
see that developer proposals include
green and/or public spaces in their
initial plans.
This is a rare opportunity to revitalize both the Cedar Lee district and
Cleveland Heights, and we must not
miss it. We urge CH City Council to
select a developer now and move the
mixed-use project forward. We stand
ready to work with the city and the
developer to make it a great success
for our entire community.

When problems have arisen
with our temporary parking situation, Melody has offered a helping
hand. When deep mud threatened
to swallow us along our walkway,
she helped alleviate the situation.
When no one was shoveling the
snow in our temporary lot and
sidewalks, she saw that it got done.
Living at the epicenter of the TOH
project has been a bit of a nightmare; when it appears that no one
in the city remembers that we’re
here, Melody has kept checking in
on us.
Melody believes in, and works
for, social, economic and racial
justice. She uses her faith life to
make a difference in the civic arena.
For all of the above reasons, we
will support her in the upcoming
election.

parade continued from page 1

Cleveland Heights residents
Donald King, Joanne Poderis,
Carol Leslie Hosticka, and Regina
Staple.

Destiny Burns, CLE Urban Winery
Josh and Jason Sweet, Boss Dog Brewing
Company
Michael Herschman, Mojo World Eats
and Drink
Emily Bean, Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates
Adam Fleischer, The Wine Spot
Jonathan Forman, Cleveland Cinemas
(Cedar Lee Theatre)
John Zagara, Zagara’s Marketplace
Bob Sferra, Sophie Le Gourmand

public safety, will be announced soon.
Any group or organization that
is interested in participating in the
parade should contact Rachel Mullen
at UH City Hall, at rmullen@universityheights.com. Residents may also
contact Mullen if they would like to
volunteer with the parade committee.
President Thomas J. Whitmore
once proclaimed, “We will not go quietly into the night . . . We’re going to
live on. We’re going to survive. Today,
we celebrate our Independence Day!”
Of course, Whitmore is the president in the movie “Independence Day.”
And he was talking about fighting back
against an attacker from outer space,
not a virus. But as corny as it might be,
we are defeating an enemy. The streets
of University will not be quiet this
summer. Its parade tradition will live
on. And on July 4, University Heights
will celebrate Independence Day.
Mike Cook is the communications and civic
engagement coordinator for University Heights.

Heights Observer Election Policy
The Heights Observer will review
election-related submissions with a
goal of providing fair and equitable
access for those seeking office.
Candidates for office are expected to identify themselves as
such when submitting anything for
publication.
Candidates’ supporters and
campaign representatives, and anyone writing about any candidate
or election issue, are expected to
disclose any personal or professional
relationship they may have with any
candidate, or with the subject of
2

their submission. These disclosures
are intended to inform Heights Observer review, and will be disclosed
to readers when relevant.
The Heights Observer will determine whether and when submissions
will run in print, online, or both.
Contributions by and about candidates, and any election issue, are
limited to a maximum of 400 words.
The Heights Observer does not
endorse candidates, nor does FutureHeights, the nonprofit communitydevelopment corporation that publishes the Heights Observer.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Snodgrass announces CH council candidacy

Apple Construction

Al Snodgrass

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639
www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

MJM Window Restoration

We are Cleveland Heights and University Heights residents with a vision
for a healthy environment within our
own political boundaries and beyond.
We are requesting that mayoral,
council, and school board candidates
incorporate environmental policies in
their platforms.
We are looking for elected leaders who are knowledgeable about,
embrace, and apply an environmental
overlay to all policy proposals and
actions. Each decision affecting the
people and lands of our cities should
have a documented and transparent
review of how this overlay is applied.
The overlay should include the impact on natural resources, environmental equity, and climate change.
Our cities are an integral component of Greater Cleveland’s ecosystem. We ask that candidates review
and adopt appropriate elements of
the “Cleveland Comprehensive Environmental Policy Platform: A Vision
for 2021–2025.”
Cleveland Heights has articulated
elements of this vision in its own 2016
Master Plan that are unfulfilled. One
goal, “Environmentally Sustainable
Community,” (pages 149–59), is populated with local actions that should
take priority as we face global climate
change. The responsibility of elected
leaders is to implement policy.
Heights Observer May 1, 2021

(216) 321-7729 • mjmwindowrestoration.com

Al Snodgrass

ed] mayor, and four of the seven city
council seats are up for election. We
have an opportunity to elect progressive, energetic and passionate
city council members who will move
Cleveland Heights forward. That’s
why I am running! I realized we can’t
wait another four years to see more
progress in our community. The future of Cleveland Heights is on the
line this November.
To discuss issues important to
you that you want tackled by your city
council, to learn more about me, or to
join my campaign, please contact my
campaign by phone (216-346-1558) or
e-mail (al@alsnodgrass.com), or visit
www.alsnodgrass.com.

SCOTT HAIGH

Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Under contract in two days!
329 Bassett Rd, Bay Village

Allosious (Al) K. Snodgrass is a candidate
for Cleveland Heights City Council.

Residents ask candidates to embrace
environmental policy platform
Peggy Spaeth

Preserve the historic look of your home.
. sticky windows . cracked glass
. broken ropes . weather stripping

courtesy Al Snodgrass

I am excited to share with you that
I am running for Cleveland Heights
City Council. I hope to earn your vote
this November.
I am honored to have earned
the early support of Ohio State Sen.
Sandra Williams; Ohio Senate Assistant Minority Leader Nickie J. Antonio; Ohio State Rep. Janine Boyd;
Ohio State Rep. Terrence Upchurch;
Cuyahoga County Council Vice
President Cheryl Stephens; business
owners Quintin Jones (Rudy’s Pub)
and Tommy Fello (Tommy’s); community leaders Earl Pike, Sue Dean,
Marquez Brown, Rhonda Davis Lovejoy, Jennifer Holland, and George
Sample. I am also honored to receive
the endorsement of surrounding local elected officials, including Mayor
Annette Blackwell (Maple Heights),
Mayor Georgine Welo (South Euclid),
Shaker Heights Council Member
Carmella Williams, and Bratenahl
Council President Pro Tem Keith
Benjamin.
I am running to serve you on city
council and be a voice for progress
that we can see. We have some of the
best people to call neighbors, some of
the best places to grab a really good
drink and dinner, and some of the
most beautiful houses and buildings
in the region. I want to ensure we
retain the Cleveland Heights welcoming feel, while growing and maintaining our resident and business base.
There is a lot at stake this November. We will elect our first [elect-

Your plumber, your neighbor
the
ing
Serv ghts
Hei 989
e1
sinc

Local actions are vitally important to the global climate emergency.
“Think Globally, Act Locally” is not
just a slogan.
The participation of citizens in
this process is essential. Our request for
an Environmental Policy Platform is
not to lay all responsibility for a healthy
environment exclusively on elected officials and staff. Rather, we are asking
for local leadership for local initiatives
to engage and encourage residents and
businesses to effect positive change in
partnership with a coordinated plan
among city departments.
[In addition to Peggy Spaeth,
this request is signed by Alex Sitarik, Barbara Day, Barbara French,
Brenda Bagby, Cari Hickerson, Carl
Anthony, Catalina Wagers, Cathy
Whelan, Cher yl Hanger, Cindie
Carroll-Pankhurst, Christopher Shiel,
Colleen Szekelyi, Deborah Van Kleef,
Donald Vicarel, Elana Baldwin, Emma
Shook, Eran Shiloh, Greg Van Niel,
Isabel Trautwein, James Watling, Jeffrey Johansen, Jeremy Baldwin, Jim
Lissemore, Jim Miller, John Barber,
John Barrett, Kathy Petrey, Ken Petrey,
Laura Marks, Mary Zenisek, Michael
Morse, Natalie Elwell, Robin Koslen,
Roger French, Sasha Barrett, Stephen
Sedam, and Tom Hanger.]

• Experts in old
homes
• Water tanks &
heating systems
• Eco-friendly
updates
• Fully trained, licensed,
bonded & insured
• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

Peggy Spaeth volunteers with others to
improve habitat in our public and private
green spaces.

			

Herb’s Plumbing & Heating
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What Cleveland Heights needs in its elected mayor
Michael Morse

A leader does not wait to be appointed or elected. What have
you [the candidate] already been
leading? Where will you lead us?
We need to move forward into
the 21st century, toward a brighter
future for Cleveland Heights.
Think of an unlimited future,
attracting and retaining people,
meeting crises, overcoming challenges. Too often I hear people talk
in terms of the limits of current
problems, shrinking population,
and the restrictive framework of
our current state and local governments. I never again want to hear
someone say, “It is what it is.” How
will you lead us beyond these issues?
We are diverse even within our
neighborhoods. Get to know something about us, not our “type.” We
do not fit into the pollster’s stereotypes. Don’t take a group’s support
for granted; you have to earn it.
Cleveland Heights is affected

region, but we still have a long
journey ahead of us. This is not
about slogans and signs. There is
no quick, simplistic solution, so
do not offer one.
Economic crisis: The economy is changing in ways that are
hard to predict and accommodate. Finding a better way to get
reinvestment in our vacant and
distressed properties would go a
long way. If we destroy our urban
forest while ignoring distressed
areas right across the street, how
would that succeed?
Find better methods. Don’t
raise taxes on current residents so
you can give tax abatement to new
residents; this drives people away
more than it brings people in.
The purpose of electing a
mayor is to have a full-time leader.
There are no quick fixes. No easy
paths. No simplistic solutions.
How will you lead us forward?

by every crisis and must be part of
every solution. “Think Globally,
Act Locally” is not just a slogan.
There are many things we can do
right here to make the world a better place.
The environmental crisis is
already upon us. Lead our many
concerned citizens to collective
action. We have many local groups;
a leader should bring us together.
Preserve the good things we
already have, such as the urban
forest on the Millikin school
grounds, and our many parks and
playgrounds. Protect and improve
green spaces and connect them
with natural corridors throughout
the city. Incentivize investments in
green solutions.
Social justice: Show us that you
have thought this through, deeply.
A citywide race for one leader can
unite the city, or it can expose divisions people try not to see. After
decades of deliberately working
toward integration, diversity, and
inclusiveness, we are ahead of the

Michael Morse is a longtime resident
of Cleveland Heights.

Neff Landscaping
Full-service care
for your lawn & yard

•
•
•
•

Weekly Mow & Trim
Lawn Treatment Programs
Spring Cleanup
Lawn & Landscape
Renovation/Installation
• Shrub & Bed Maintenance

Housing inspection
and code enforcement are critical
Thomas Bier

The 2020 survey of Cleveland Heights
residents found that, of all the services
provided by City Hall, respondents
were least satisfied with “enforcement
of city codes and ordinances.” (Safety
services topped the ranking.) I wasn’t
surveyed, but I agree.
Many, many properties do not look
good. That’s the number one issue for
candidates.
It seems that past officials, over
decades, never really appreciated just
how critical inspection and enforcement are once structures lose their
newness.
Cleveland Heights is the thirdoldest suburb in the county (behind
East Cleveland and Lakewood). Half of
our homes are 100 years old. Because
officials failed to address adequately
what was becoming old housing, shoddiness became an acceptable standard.
The worse the condition of housing, the more negatives occur. Most of
the issues that disturb the community
(violent incidents, gunfire, speeders,
disruptions on streets and in schools,
high taxes) stem from the failure to
control the condition of homes and
apartments. As shoddiness became
acceptable and the number of poorly
maintained properties increased, so,
too, did the odds that such conditions
would attract owners and renters (and
their guests) who would be troublesome—and, in some instances, downright dangerous.
Long-term change in property
value is a telling measure of a community’s situation. Between 1960
and 2018, the inflation-adjusted value
of residential property in Cleveland
Heights declined 34%. (East Cleveland
declined 85%; Lakewood increased
20%.) That enormous loss in value—a
billion dollars of tax base, gone!—
forced the high property tax rate that
now bedevils the city.
Most property owners are responsible and do what is needed. Some are
responsible but lack the means to do
what’s needed. Others are both irresponsible and means-lacking.
Poorly maintained properties
owned by people who lack the income
to do what is needed is the city’s most

continued on page 12

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

BBB A+ rating

Call for a free Consultation

(440) 449-3050
Visit us at

NeffLandscaping.com
Heights Observer May 1, 2021

				

Serving
the Heights
for more than
40 years

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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(Re)writing history
Heights of
Democracy

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg

Like all Cleveland Heights residents, in late March we received
our copies of Focus, the city magazine. The inside cover features
an attractive layout of historical
photographs, and announces the
100th anniversary of Cleveland
Heights’ incorporation as a city.
To our surprise, the text includes:
“From our early days, diversity
and creativity have been cherished
traits. People of all races, religions
and economic backgrounds have
always been welcome.”
Why are we surprised? Well,
for one thing, we recently read Resisting Segregation: Cleveland Heights
Activists Shape their Community,
1964–1976, by Susan Kaeser. As
Songs and Stories columnist David
Budin noted in his April column,
the book chronicles the arduous transformation of Cleveland
Heights from a white enclave to
an integrated community.
During the city’s early decades,
Cleveland Heights census data
showed only a handful of Black
residents, mostly live-in servants
and apartment building custodians.
In fact, discrimination, enforced by
real estate brokers and mortgage
lenders, kept all of Cleveland’s
suburbs white.
It took determination, vision
and skilled organizing to make
Cleveland Heights a community
that would, in 2020, adopt the
slogan, “All Are Welcome.” Along
the way there were lawsuits, white
flight and many, many meetings.
Indeed, our current city manager,
Susanna Niermann O’Neil, was a
fair-housing activist before going
to work at City Hall.
Along with Budin and countless others, we remember when African American homebuyers faced
welcomes that were anything but
warm. From bombing newcomers’
homes to strewing trash on their
lawns, from police harassment to
hostility in local shops, the message was, “We don’t want you here.”
Still, determined Black pioneers persisted, through a combination of courage, solidarity with
other new arrivals, and the support
of those white residents dedicated
to making Cleveland Heights a
racially integrated city.

1
Roofing
#

Residential
Commercial



Anniversaries should be occasions to reflect on how far we’ve
come and how far we have to go.
Rather than rewrite our history,
we should face it and learn from
it, recommitting ourselves to the
ideals that motivated those brave
and savvy activists of 50 years ago.
Much work remains. We hope
the city’s newly appointed Racial
Justice Task Force will offer insights and recommendations to
keep all of us on the journey.
Resisting Segregation, by Susan
Kaeser (Cleveland Landmarks
Press, 2020), is available at Mac’s
Backs. [Prior to the book’s publication, Kaeser generously shared
her research, which was essential
to us in writing our series, “Before
‘diversity’—the integration of
Cleveland Heights,” published in
January, February and March 2019.]

Emily Vaisa
Cell: 440.829.9612
Email: emilyovaisa@gmail.com
Website: www.emilyovaisa.com

W E WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD

Pavers & Remodelers
Honest & Fair
Update your kitchen & bathrooms

216.392.1335
class1pavers.com

ROOFS!!

for
Call ils
deta

Great savings on
kitchen refacing

Helping display and
preserve your art and
memories since 1973

When we submitted our April
column, Cleveland Heights city
council had approved MetroHealth’s plan for a new behavioral
health unit. Before voting, council
heard comments from nearly 120
residents who supported the expansion, but opposed the removal
of a 0.75-acre section of Millikin
Woods for added parking spaces.
Cutting down trees seemed especially egregious given the 70 acres
of underutilized asphalt parking
lots just across Severance Circle.
Although there was nothing in the
legislation to stop the hospital from
moving ahead, there were hints that
it might not be a done deal.
Sure enough, according to
City Manager O’Neil, city staff
was able to negotiate further
with MetroHealth officials, in
response to residents’ concerns.
MetroHealth ultimately agreed
to fewer parking spaces, which
required only 0.45 acres of trees
to be cut, a victory for woodland
preservationists.
While council members Melody Hart and Kahlil Seren interceded on behalf of the woods, much
credit goes to residents of the Millikin neighborhood. Assisted by
sustainability expert Linda Sekura
of the Northeast Ohio Sierra Club,
they sounded the alarm and ably
spearheaded a campaign. Perhaps
what’s needed now is an ongoing
group to steward and defend the
remaining Millikin Woods.

MOLA!
MOLA!
MOLA!
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only
13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671

Stop in and learn about these fabulous
works of art! Many to choose from, or
bring yours to frame.

Get $25 off on framing over $100

woodtraderframing.com

Fostering Faith, Service, and Scholarship.

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

GRADES 1-8

Your Choice for
Catholic Education

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg are longtime residents of Cleveland Heights. Contact them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

We accept the EdChoice Scholarship
Fully Accredited
Virtual Tour

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs

www.communionofsaintsschool.org
Individual tours available upon request.

OPEN REGISTRATION

Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

2160 Stillman Road • Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
www.communionofsaintsschool.org | 216.932.4177

216-319-0430
			

Neighborhood Realtor

As the fourth generation in my family to buy in
Cleveland Heights, I know this area and would
love to help you buy or sell your home!

Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed
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ARDMORE TREE SERVICE

Become a crusader for democracy

Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights
for over 40 years

the common
good

Tree Service Year Round

Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and
Ornamental Trees

Susie Kaeser

I have been writing this column for
more than six years. Sometimes I
feel like a broken record, repeatedly
showcasing the ways in which our
community suffers from state laws
that inappropriately use tests to
define our public schools—and our
children—as failures; state laws that
take resources appropriated for public school children to pay for private
education; and state laws that shift
a disproportionate share of the cost
of funding public education to local
taxpayers, while the state cuts taxes
and disinvests.
All of these policies undermine
the quality of education available to
our youth, increase friction among
the stakeholders in the education
community, create hostility among
neighbors and toward school leaders, make our community less competitive, and weaken our system of
public education. The very worst
examples of education policy hit us
hard. In fact, the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights school district is
often among the hardest hit.
We are one district among 609,
and every school district is part of
our state’s public education system.
Each of the issues that is injuring us
is weakening our system of public
education and undermining the fundamental social compact that binds
us together in self-government. We
need to pay attention to the system
itself, because a strong public education system is the key to a great state
and a strong democracy.
While my writing and my advocacy are driven by a commitment to
equality and to Cleveland Heights,
they are also grounded in my passion for democracy. You wouldn’t
call me a flag-waving patriot, but
I am a wholehearted believer in
democracy: government by and for
the people. We do have power, and
we are responsible for ensuring that
all people have an equal voice, equal
opportunity, and the capacity to protect their own rights by participating

We sell and properly plant
trees and shrubs
Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff
ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

Free Estimates & Consultations

ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

DENTI
ST

Robert E. Schneider, DDS

NT

LE
RC
CI

Fairmount Circle Dentistry

FAIRMOU

R

Y

General, Restorative & Aesthetic

•
•
•
•
•

Clear Correct Braces
Digital Dental Technologies
Tailored to Busy Families
Pandemic-safe Practices

Snoring & Sleep Apnea Solutions
• In-Office Airway Evaluation
• Easy Home Sleep Testing
• Oral Sleep Appliance Therapy
Located near
John Carroll
Easy free parking

216.321.2545

40+

Google reviews

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
info@fairmountcircledentistry.com
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

dining room now open

in our democracy.
This is becoming harder to
achieve because of growing economic and social inequality, wellfunded private- and charter-school
interests, a bellicose embrace of
white supremacy, and gerrymandered districts that make lawmakers
unresponsive to their constituents.
If the supermajority in the
legislature is satisfied with allowing
our public system to wither, it is also
comfortable with inequality, limited
opportunity, unequal participation
in self-governance, and a less robust
democracy.
Education is the cornerstone of
a functioning democracy, so a threat
to education is, at its core, a threat
to democracy.
In April, about 50 people, who
participated in the community discussion of Derek Black’s School House
Burning, met to define how we can
change education laws and revive
the public’s appreciation for the
common good. The six small-group
discussions were, in themselves, an
exercise in democratic participation.
Despite legitimate doubts
about the ability to influence the
legislature, sitting on the sidelines
doesn’t work either. There was
energy and excitement about ways
to reach out and engage with more
people, and to mobilize those who
see the connection between education and democracy, to demand
better policies. It gave me hope.
At the beginning of the meeting, several participants shared their
views of what they had learned from
reading Black’s book, and what it
means going forward. They captured
the urgency of the moment and
what is at stake.
One way to get involved is
to join the Heights Coalition for
Public Education, and speak up for
fair school funding and education
in service of the common good.
Become a crusader for public education! Nothing less than the future of
democracy is at stake.

Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of
Cleveland Heights and the former
director of Reaching Heights. She is
active in the Heights Coalition for
Public Education and the League of
Women Voters.

Free books mailed
to your young child!

yummy
fun
voted safest joint in town
“inda heights”
2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000
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If your child is
4 years old or younger
and lives in Cuyahoga County
Please register online at:

Imagina5onLibrary.com
www.heightsobserver.org

University Heights News

courtesy university heights city hall

University Heights stands against COVID-19

University Heights resident and nurse Kat Sigel at UH City Hall, filming her part in a new public
service announcement.

Mike Cook

A University Heights group is standing together in an effort to end the
COVID-19 pandemic once and for all.
Their message? “Get vaccinated. Your
arm has the power to lift us all up.”
A new public service announcement from University Heights City
Hall begins with local nurse and University Heights resident Kat Sigel showing
off her post-shot bandage. Also appearing in the PSA are University Heights
Symphonic Band conductor Matthew
Salvaggio; resident Joanna Homann;
M-E Fenn of Odd Dog Coffee; resident
Ketti Finneran; school board member

2021 IS THE YEAR OF

YOUR YARD!
Love Your Landscape!

Jodi Sourini; Fire Chief Robert Perko
and members of the fire department;
resident Ron Collier; resident Giovanna
Ventre; Libby Stineman from Milk
& Cookies; Clerk of Council Kelly
Thomas; and resident Gina Ventre.
Alternate cuts of this PSA will
be released in the future. The video is
modeled after a similar video from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services.
To view the video, visit www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_NrEqSTIgk.

Whether you enjoy a little yard work,
or are looking to take the weekends off,
Lawn Lad can provide the right level of service
for your budget and goals!
Let’s help you love your landscape.

Call us today for a free evaluation!
DOWNLOAD OUR FREE

Mike Cook is the communications and
civic engagement coordinator for University
Heights.

YOUR
BEAUTIFUL YARD

BEAUTIFUL YARD

SEASONAL CHECKLIST
Download at www.lawnlad.com

sculpture garden continued from page 1

Landscape
Maintenance Checklist

216-371-1935 • www.lawnlad.com

C E L E B R AT E O U R
COMMUNIT Y
#ShopEatCF

cedarfairmount.org

Fred Gearhart

Visit Us at the Top of Cedar Hill

A partial view of Fred Gearhart’s sculptures in his Cleveland Heights garden.

“When we moved here in 1978,”
recalled Zimmerman, “lawn, weeds and a
small vegetable garden filled the lot. We
added perennial beds and they continue
to change.”
This year and last Rebecca West,
owner of New Leaf Garden Services of
Cleveland Heights, has been working with
Gearhart and Zimmerman on the garden’s
maintenance and evolution.
The more than 200 sculptures will
be labeled with title, medium, and price,
if for sale. Visitors will also have a chance
to see Gearhart’s carving tools, and even
Heights Observer May 1, 2021

take a whack at a piece of limestone.
This outdoor event will be held rain
or shine. Visitors are expected to wear
masks, and maintain social distancing.
For additional information, contact
Gearhart by phone, at 216-904-0255.

216.231.8585
lunabakerycafe.com

Susie Maurer is a residential landscape
designer catering to the eastern suburbs of
Cleveland. A lover of sculpture and gardens,
she is a neighbor of Gearhart and Zimmerman, and is currently pursuing her volunteer
master gardener certification through the
Ohio State University Extension Program.
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Cleveland Heights News

CH marks centennial with events and tours
Power-Washing
Deck Staining
Asphalt &
Concrete Sealing
Tuck-Pointing
Masonry Work

courtesy city of cleveland heights

216-533-2936

Jessica Schantz

VOTE FOR CHANGE

WITH A HART
EXPERIENCED
ACCOMPLISHED
COMMITTED
CPA
MBA
CITY COUNCIL

Earth care photo.pdf 1

The city of Cleveland Heights will
celebrate its centennial with a series
of learning opportunities and events
in 2021. Residents and visitors are invited to learn about the city’s history,
share their own stories, and explore
Cleveland Heights’ many amenities.
Cleveland Heights officially
kicked off its centennial celebration last fall, with the launch of its
“All Are Welcome” campaign. It has
 promoted the campaign throughout
the city, with window displays, bus
wraps, videos, and discussions on
social media.
The city has launched a new microsite, ClevelandHeights100.com, as a
hub for centennial information. The
site provides a detailed history of the
city, accompanied by archival photos.
Site visitors can take a virtual tour
of city landmarks, learn about iconic
businesses and spaces, listen to oral
histories, and record their own stories
for posterity.
Mary Trupo, Cleveland Heights’
director of communications and
public engagement, noted that much
of the city’s appeal is reflected in not
only its history, but in the architecture and aesthetic of its neighbor4/22/21hoods
9:45 AM
and commercial districts.
“Cleveland Heights has proudly
maintained its unique characteristics

and charm over the last century. Beautiful and diverse home styles on treelined streets differentiate us from many
cities in Northeast Ohio,” Trupo said.
“This year, we invite our residents and
visitors to look around at all that has
made Cleveland Heights so special.”
Opportunities to celebrate the
city include a mural project, in which
Cleveland Heights-based artists are
invited to create an enduring mural in
the Noble neighborhood. Proposals
are now being accepted. The selected
artist will receive a $1,000 stipend for
the design, and a professional mural
artist will execute the selected idea.
Residents and visitors are also
invited to take walking tours through
Coventry Village, Dugway Brook,
Noble Monticello, and Cedar Fairmount, with audio curated by Cleveland State University’s Center for
Public History + Digital Humanities.
The apex of the centennial celebration will take place on Monday,
Aug. 9, in a commemoration of the
100th anniversary of the city’s incorporation. The milestone will be
marked with a six-foot-tall greeting
card signing and a time capsule event.
For more information, visit www.
clevelandheights.com.
Jessica Schantz is the e-news manager
at the Heights Observer and a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights.

“I will use my ﬁnancial and managerial skills to
work with Cleveland Heights’ residents, staﬀ and
city council. Together, we will build a forward
looking and racially equitable community, with
well-maintained housing and an active, sustainable
economic development program that will prepare
the city to thrive for another 100 years.”
web|melodyjoyhart.com

social|@melodyjoyhart

Paid for by Friends of Melody Joy Hart, Gary Benjamin, Treasurer
2976 Monmouth Rd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
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Cleveland Heights News

CH Democrats plan to host
programs on elected mayor

Cleveland Heights City Council
meeting highlights
MARCH 15, 2021
Council members present were Jason Stein
(council president), Kahlil Seren (council
vice president), Mary Dunbar, Melody
Joy Hart, Davida Russell and Michael
N. Ungar. Also present were Susanna
Niermann O’Neil, city manager; Amy
Himmelein, clerk of council and finance
director; William Hanna, law director;
and Annette Mecklenberg, police chief.
Legislation
There was a first reading of an ordinance
amending the Fair Practices section of the
city code to include source of income as
a prohibited discriminatory rationale for
fair housing practices. Kahlil Seren noted
that, by disallowing discrimination against
those receiving rental assistance, this ordinance would help ensure that the most
vulnerable residents have a safe, secure
place to live, and help keep household
members in their neighborhoods and
schools.
Council seat appointment
In a surprise move, Davida Russell announced she had decided to compromise
to break the deadlock, and would vote to
approve the appointment of Craig Cobb
to the vacant council seat. Before voting, council members commented on the
deadlock, concern about giving Cobb an
incumbent advantage in the November
election, his positive personal characteristics, and the courage of the compromise
made by Russell and Melody Joy Hart,
who seconded Russell’s motion. The appointment was approved, with Seren voting no, because he opposes appointing
an individual to council twice. [Cobb was
previously appointed to city council, to fill
a prior vacancy.]
LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
MARCH 24, 2021 [special meeting]
All council members were present, as
were the city manager, clerk of council,
law director, and city staff members Mary
Trupo and Jim Lambdin.
MetroHealth’s proposal
Council President Stein stated that this
meeting would focus solely on MetroHealth’s proposed building of a behavioral health and addiction services unit at
its Severance location, which will create
more than 100 good-paying jobs. Specifically, the legislation involves reconfiguration of an ambulance drive and parking
lot, which would require the removal of
trees on 0.73 acres of land that MetroHealth owns.
Public comments
More than 100 public comments were
read, with writers urging that trees be
preserved and that the health system
rent parking in a largely unused area of
Severance mall.
Presentation
Joseph Frolik, MetroHealth’s senior vice
president for communications, government, and community relations, described
the 6.75 acres of land east of MetroHealth’s Severance campus on which it
will build. He outlined the independent
parking study done to preser ve the
woodlands, and the tree preservation and
replacement plan (comprising 50–60 native trees and pollinator gardens).
Resolution on the proposal
With Seren voting no, council approved,
music hop continued from page 1

Heights Music Hop 2021 sponsors and partners include Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, Ohio Arts Council,
Cedar Lee Special Improvement District, the city of Cleveland Heights,

on emergency, MetroHealth’s proposal,
which includes a variance to reduce the
parking requirement. Council first passed
an amendment proposed by Hart, requiring that MetroHealth actively investigate
alternative parking.

Linda Striefsky

This November, for the first time,
Cleveland Heights voters will elect
the city’s mayor.
Prior to this election, Cleveland Heights has had a city council/
city manager form of government,
[in which city council members
appointed a mayor from their own
ranks].
In light of this momentous
change in the city’s form of government, Cleveland Heights Democrats is planning a series of public
meetings.
At its next regular monthly meeting, on May 13, 7 p.m.,
Cleveland Heights Democrats
will feature a presentation by Len
Friedson, of Citizens for an Elected
Mayor.
The purpose of the program
is to inform Cleveland Heights
residents of the features of the new
form of government, as contrasted
with the city council/city manager
form.
The discussion will cover the
role of the new mayor, the new city
administrator, city council, and the
voters.
As always, members of the
public are invited to attend the

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.
APRIL 5, 2021
All council members were present, as
were the city manager, clerk of council,
and law director. This was Council Member Craig Cobb’s first meeting since his
appointment on March 15.
Public comments
There were 107 public comments for this
meeting.
Several citizens commented on the
MetroHealth Behavioral Health unit to be
built at Severance Circle. Most expressed
concerns about cutting trees and not using
existing Severance parking.
	More than 90 residents commented
on fishing in Lower Shaker Lake. Some
expressed support for permitting fishing,
[providing it be] regulated with fishing
licenses. At least 10 comments opposed
opening the lake to fishing. Stein asked
that the Community Relations and Recreation Committee take up the issue of
opening Lower Shaker Lake to fishing.
Diana Woodbridge, of Greater
Cleveland Congregations (GCC) Housing Task Force, expressed disappointment
in council’s lack of response to repeated
requests from the task force to prioritize
housing issues, especially the blighted,
vacant properties in the Noble Road
area. She also asked council to discuss
the Novak Report’s recommendations,
and to address problem properties. Stein
asked Craig Cobb, chair of council’s
Public Safety committee, to add the GCC
concerns to his next committee meeting
agenda.

meeting, which will be held via
Zoom.
For further information and
to register for the meeting, visit
clevelandheightsdems.com.
The website also includes links
to previous community meetings
focused on the transition to an
elected mayor.
Subsequent to the May 13
meeting, Cleveland Heights Democrats plans further meetings featuring candidates for CH mayor.
Information on these meetings will
be posted on the website.
Linda Striefsky, president of Cleveland Heights Democrats, has been a
Cleveland Heights resident for more
than 35 years.

Observe!

Legislation
Michael Ungar introduced, on first reading, an ordinance to establish a limit of
15 percent of the purchase price on the
commission that third parties can charge
restaurants for delivering take-out orders.
Seren introduced, on second reading, an ordinance that amends sections
of the Fair Practices chapter of the city
code to include source of income as
a prohibited rationale for fair-housing
practices. Stein asked that it be moved
to a third reading.
Council approved an agreement
with Snider Recreation Inc. to design and
install a new, all-inclusive playground at
Forest Hill Park.

Submitting an article to the Heights Observer
is a piece of cake!
1. The Heights Observer is written by people like
you. So write something. Use a computer.

LWV Observer: Gail Larson.
Meeting packets, legislation, and other information can be found on the
city website at: www.clevelandheights.
com/1142/2021-Agendas-and-Minutes.
Videos of council meetings can be
viewed on the “City of Cleveland Heights,
OH” YouTube channel: www.youtube.
com/user/ClevelandHeightsOH.

2. Register/log in at the Member Center
(www.heightsobserver.org).

Expanded reports are
available online at
www.heightsobserver.org.

3. After logging in, click the Submit New Story
button in the left-hand column (Don’t see it? It’s
nested under “Writer”). Then follow the prompts.
Hint: keep your original file open so you can easily
copy and paste into the text box.

Heights Observer, Keller National, and
Small Organizational Solutions.
Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director of FutureHeights and publisher of the
Heights Observer.

4. Reward yourself; you’re about to be
published. We’ll review and edit your article, and
let you know if we have any questions.

Advertise in the Observer
Heights Observer May 1, 2021
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Community News

life cycle

Heights Bicycle Coalition

Cleveland Heights and University
Heights have joined cities in the
region and around the country in
observing May as Bike Month. This
year, numerous events are planned
to engage the Heights bicycling
community while maintaining social
distancing—even if that means some
events are held remotely.
• May 4 - HBC Town Hall: Heights
Bicycle Coalition (HBC) will host
a Town Hall on Zoom on Tuesday,
May 4, at 7 p.m. This event offers
participants the opportunity to ask
questions, make comments, and
express ideas regarding cycling in
the Heights area. You can join this
Zoom meeting using the following
information: Meeting ID 763 4606

9552; Security Passcode 4DuFPm.
• May 19 - Ride of Silence: Join
cyclists around the country in the
annual Ride of Silence. It has taken
place on the third Wednesday of
May for the last 19 years, to honor
the cyclists who have been injured
or killed in accidents with motorists. This ride raises awareness and
reminds us that we share the roads.
This year, the Ride of Silence occurs on May 19 at 7 p.m. Participate
in one of the following ways: 1)
ride solo; 2) ride with household
members; or 3) join HBC members,
who will ride from John Carroll
University to various Heights locations. Details of this ride will be
updated on the HBC website and
communicated via social media.
• May 21 - Bike-to-Work Day: Share
your bike-to-work pictures, videos,
or stories with us. Are you working
from home? Don’t let it stop you.
We want to see your work-fromhome bike-to-work commute!
Let’s make this go viral (in a nonCOVID way) using the hashtag
#HBCBikeToWork on your Instagram and Facebook posts.
• Throughout the month - Commuting routes: HBC wants all cyclists
to feel safe commuting by bike. We
encourage residents to reach out to
us if they need help or want suggestions on planning their commutes.
Stay connected to our cycling
community via Facebook, Instagram
or Strava. We will announce additional
details and other initiatives at www.
heightsbicyclecoalition.org.
Heights Bicycle Coalition is dedicated
to educating and encouraging Heights
community members to use bicycles as a
sustainable and healthy form of transportation and recreation. This article was
written by Angel Reyes-Rodriguez and
members of the coalition’s communications committee.

PATIO NOW OPEN
reservations required
216-791-0918
Tuesday-Thursday
4-9PM
Friday-Saturday
5-10PM

courtesy Lake Erie Ink

May is Bike Month

Lake Erie Ink celebrates 10 years

LEI founders Cynthia Larsen and Amy Rosenbluth at the 2020 Kids Comic Con.

Eli Millette

What is the value of a writing
workshop for young people? Lake
Erie Ink (LEI) believes it has the
answer.
For 10 years, LEI has provided
a writing space for young people
across Northeast Ohio, to empower them and help them find their
own voices. The initiative started
more than 10 years ago, rooted in
the many years that teachers Amy
Rosenbluth and Cynthia Larsen
had offered creative writing programs for youth in communities on
Cleveland’s east side. After learning about work done by 826 Valencia, a nonprofit writing center in
San Francisco, the two decided to
co-found their own organization
focused on providing a safe space
for youth to share their stories,
and LEI was launched.
“Having a supportive space
gives kids the go-ahead to take
creative risks,” Rosenbluth noted.
“Youth need opportunities to express who they are and how they
fit in their world.”
LEI works to create these
opportunities by collaborating
with local teachers, students and
parents across Northeast Ohio.

From the annual Kids Comic Con,
to published anthologies of teen
work, LEI has found a variety of
new ways to empower youth.
Most recently, LEI was able to
provide a safe, virtual Comic Con
experience in which more than 300
attendees explored writing and
drawing stories.
After a decade of growth—
from two teachers who believed
in giving young people the opportunity to express themselves,
to a sprawling network of artists,
activists, playwrights and educators—LEI remains dedicated to
the youth it serves.
So, what is the value of a writing workshop? As one LEI participant put it: “I write so people will
read. And when people read, they
feel. And when people feel, the
world moves.”
Join LEI on May 8 as it celebrates its 10th anniversary with
a storytelling event, Spilling Ink.
Details about the event and tickets
can be found at https://lakeerieink.
org/spill-ink.
Eli Millette works as the communications and outreach director at Lake
Erie Ink, and lives in Cleveland
Heights.

Precision A/C
Tune-Up
Attic Systems $114

216

Bill

932-9755 2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

VEHbrothers.com
Heights Observer May 1, 2021

Offer includes 45 minutes
of labor per system. Parts
additional. exp. 6/30/21

The REAL Hanns

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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COMMUNITY NEWS

FutureHeights awards mini-grants to 10 projects
by BIPOC and LGBTQ composers.
For more information visit www.
universityheightsband.org.
Cedar Fairmount Arts received
$1,000 to transform two vacant lots
on Cedar Road, at South Overlook
Road and Delaware Drive, into a
park for community use, adding
much-needed greenspace to the
district.
Building Heights was awarded
$1,000 for Heights Middle School
Shorts, a three-week, mixed-media film arts camp for Cleveland
Heights-University Heights middle
school students. This funding will
help to keep the camp free for
participants. Learn more at www.
heightsmiddleschoolshorts.org.

Sydney Chickos

FutureHeights awarded $6,452 in
grants to support 10 projects in
Cleveland Heights and University
Heights in the spring round of its
2021 Neighborhood Mini-Grants
Program.
University Heights Symphonic
Band received $1,000 for its 50th
Anniversary Celebration. The band
plans to use grant funds to purchase
new music arrangements that highlight various social issues and works

HRRC’s May programs
include tree giveaway

Friends of the Walt received
$750 for the Walter Stinson Park
restoration project. Learn more at
www.ecologicalheights.com/friends-ofthe-waltalt.
The Noble Cigar Box Guitars
project received $500. This intergenerational project will create a
workshop for middle schoolers to
build and learn to play their own
cigar box guitars.
Cedarbrook Society was awarded
$500 to host an informational/cleanup event at the Cedar Lee Mini-Park.
Learn more at www.clearexperiences.
com.
Lower Edgehill Neighbors was
awarded $500 for the creation of
Sunset Park, a mini-park overlooking
Little Italy.
Wizbang Theatre and Circus
School was awarded $500 to fund a
free two-day camp for children and
teens to learn a variety of circus arts.
Learn more at www.wizbangtheater.
com.
The Millikin Neighborhood
Group received $500 to improve a

community greenspace next to the
former Millikin school and build
additional playground equipment.
Friends of Art in the Park received $201.99 for the Rocks of Kindness event at Walter Stinson Park.
This event will bring teens together
to decorate rocks with uplifting messages, to be placed in the park for the
community to see.
“FutureHeights is grateful to our
members, the Cedars Legacy Fund
and the McGinty Family Foundation
1989 for their support of this imporant program,” said Deanna Bremer
Fisher, FutureHeights executive
director.
The next application deadline
is Sept. 15, at 5 p.m. To learn more,
visit www.futureheights.org/programs/
community-building-programs, e-mail
sbasu@futureheights.org, or call 216320-1423.
Sydney Chickos is a student at the Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences at
Case Western Reserve University, and a
FutureHeights intern.

Buckeye Medical Supply
Compression Wear Sale

COURTESY HRRC

COURTESY HRRC

Socks l Hose l Active Wear
10% off with this coupon

Cercis Canadensis (redbud), a native tree, is
one of the varieties available in HRRC’s tree
giveaway.

Quercus macrocarpa (bur oak) is also available
through HRRC’s tree giveaway.

David Brock

available, and information about
them can be found at www.hrrc-ch.
org.
O n Tuesd a y, M a y 18 , 6:3 0
p.m., HRRC will hold an online
workshop, “Patio Pavers.” The
program will cover the principles
of creating a paver patio or walkway
out of concrete or brick blocks.
To sign up for either class,
and to view a full listing of all the
workshops HR RC offers, v isit
www.hrrc-ch.org or call 216-3816100, ext. 22.

Home Repair Resource Center
( H R RC ) i s t e a m i n g u p w i t h
Holden Arboretum for two early
May events.
“A sk t he A rbor ist ”, a f ree
tree-care class, will take place on
Tuesday, May 4, at 6:30 p.m., via
Zoom. Participants will have the
opportunity to get answers about
all that goes into choosing and
caring for trees.
The first 65 registrants for the
class will have an opportunity to
choose a free tree on Saturday, May
8. Five varieties of trees will be

Visit Our
Showroom!

1 coupon per customer Expires May 31, 2021
Here to help and family owned since 1962

1495 Warrensville Center Rd. South Euclid, OH 44121

(216) 291 - 4000

David Brock is HRRC’s education and
outreach coordinator.

Privileged
to help.
Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State . Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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OPINION

P.E.A.C.E. Park is ideal location for dog park
Judi Robman

[There is] a landslide of support
to have a dog park in Cleveland
Heights.
I have been in contact with the
director of Heights Libraries, which
oversees Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park.
I have laid out to her reasons why
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park is where
I bel ieve the dog pa rk shou ld
be, but she has turned me down
flatly, saying that this area is used
for picnics, sledding, and other
activities.
I would like to tell you why I
think she has made a mistake, and
why I have not given up and am
appealing to Cleveland Heights
residents and the powers-that-be
HOUSING INSPECTION cont. from page 4

serious problem. (It’s easy to get
financing to buy an old house that
one ca nnot afford to maintain
properly, let alone upgrade.) There is
no ready solution. But lax inspection
and enforcement only make matters
worse.
The remaining owners have
the means but not the will to do
what’s needed. If not corrected by
inspection and enforcement, the
negative conditions they create
repulse people who value positive
conditions, which opens the door for
more negatives.
The situation is dire, but not
hopeless. The way forward requires
commitment by the new mayor and
council to elevate “enforcement of city
codes and ordinances” to the top in
resident satisfaction. The objective is
to establish clearly and unequivocally
that if one owns, or considers owning,
property in Cleveland Heights, he/
she must be willing and able to
properly maintain its condition and

to support a dog park at Coventry
P.E.A.C.E. Park.
Over the March 20 weekend, I
posted on Nextdoor.com to see if
there was support for a dog park.
In just a few days, there were more
than 100 posts of support.
Fr o m w h a t I h a v e h e a r d ,
residents of Cleveland Heights have
wanted this for a very long time
but are shut down when they ask,
expected to just give up and walk
away; no one has listened. So, I am
[outlining the] reasons why this is
important to our community.
W hy C oventr y P.E . A .C .E .
Park? It’s centrally located to all.
We are a community of dog lovers!
Having a dog park [there] offers
appearance; and that inspection
and enforcement will be diligently
employed to secure compliance. It’s
a severe stance that goes against the
community’s tolerance of differences,
but that value does not apply to illkept real estate.
It will take years and perseverance
to get the needed standards and
mindset ingrained. Those who oppose
inspection in principle (some in the
real estate industry) likely will resist.
Some will feel unjustly put upon or
discriminated against.
But the choice is clear: either begin
to come to grips with the situation,
and in time succeed, or continue
with the spread of deterioration and
economic erosion. The initial focus
possibly should be on rental properties
(numerous rented single-family homes
are a sure sign of something wrong).
That would give owner-occupants
time to adjust to new standards and
requirements.
Thomas Bier has lived in Cleveland Heights
since 1974.

much more use to the community
than any few people throwing a
football. People will mingle there
much more often and get to know
one another. This has happened in
Beachwood with [its] dog park.
The a rea is a lready mowed
and partially fenced. A dog park
requires NO MANNING and so
the expense would be minimal.
People already take care of their
pets’ waste when they walk their
dogs, and expectations would be
the same at a dog park.
W hat about a l l the vaca nt
businesses on Coventr y? With
people hanging out right there on
Coventry, more businesses would
flourish. Maybe even a pet store or

Karen Rego

T h e C H- U H s c h o o l d i s t r i c t
is off icia l ly back to i n- person
teaching. It’s been a long time
coming.
Staying remote for as long as
we did was the safest choice for
our staff, students, and families.
The decisions the district made
became more controversial as the
year progressed, but it made no
sense to return in-person when
COVID numbers were on the rise
and a vaccine was months away.
There was a lot of pressure to
return to in-person instruction,
and a lot of pressure not to return.
School districts throughout the
nation were forced to make difficult
decisions. These decisions were
never popular with everyone. Our
decision makers felt the pressure
and listened to all points of view.
CH-UH City Schools’ leadership
based its decisions on the safety
of all concerned. Now it’s time to
move forward.
Attention is now focused on
our students’ progress over the
past year. Are they behind? How
will we know? There are state tests
that the districts are being forced
to administer, but those tests do not
necessarily reveal if our students

Here are 4 reasons to buy
from local small businesses:
1. They’re part of the
community’s character
2. They recirculate more of
your money locally

3. They support local causes
and institutions
4. If you don’t support them
now, they may not be
around later

Keep our community unique;
support local independent merchants

Published by

				

Judi Robman is a resident of Cleveland
Heights.

In-person learning is back

Going shopping?
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veterinarian would open up [there]
to support this dog park.
C le vel a nd Hei g hts w i l l be
getti ng a g reat dea l of money
from the sti mu lus to help out
financially, but even if it takes a
GoFundMe page, I believe people
would absolutely reach into their
pockets!
We pay the highest of property
taxes in Cleveland Heights. Why
shouldn’t we be heard?
We h ave to hope t h at t he
Heights library board will get “on
board” and help bring this dog park
to fruition.

12

are behind.
In fact, most educators know
that these tests give ver y little
useful information. In my opinion,
the state tests were designed to
justify diverting a large portion
of our district’s funding to private
schools. As the test results become
known, we can expect to see that
all schools, even those that have
been in-person all year, are going
to show that students everywhere
have struggled.
O u r st udents w i l l be OK ,
however. They will accomplish
great things in life despite the
impact of this challenging year. I
am certain that by the start of the
next school year, life will return to
normal, and teaching and learning
as we have previously known it will
go on.
O u r teachers a nd st udents
will adjust. Teaching is always a
challenge. Often teachers make
their work look easy, but that’s
not the case. There are so many
obstacles that teachers are always
working to remove.
The next challenge we face is
figuring out how to “do school”
the same way we were doing it
before the pandemic. Perhaps this
is an opportunity to take what we
have learned and do better for our
students. Maybe what we’ve learned
over the past year can help us to be
more creative in our instruction.
This past year was not wasted.
At t he beg i n n i n g of t he nex t
school year, we can’t go backward
and just accept that our students
made little progress. During the
past year, teaching and learning
were different—challenging, but
productive. We will all come out of
this stronger than before, and our
students are going to be just fine!
Karen Rego has taught grades K-8 in
the CH-UH district, and currently
provides math and language support
at Monticello Middle School. She is
president of the Cleveland Heights
Teachers Union.
www.heightsobserver.org
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Heights High swim cadets present hybrid show
The 2020–21 Cleveland Heights High
School Swim Cadets, a 17-member
synchronized swim club, will present
its annual show May 6–8, 7 p.m., at
the Heights High pool, 13263 Cedar
Road. The theme of this year’s show
is Swim Cadets Undercover.
The club, led by determined
young women who sacrificed many of
their high school traditions during this
pandemic year, did everything in their
power to persuade the administration
that the show “must go on.”
To f ol l o w C OV I D s a f et y
protocols, and because seating is
limited to maintain social distancing,
only family members of the performers
will be allowed to attend in person.
Family members must purchase
tickets directly from their cadet prior
to the performance dates. Attendees
must enter through the school’s west
entrance for a brief health screening,
and must wear a proper face mask to
be admitted.
Other community members and
students are welcome to view the
show, for free, via YouTube livestream
each performance night. Viewers
watching from home are encouraged
to make an online donation. Details
on how to do so will be posted on
the group’s Facebook and Instagram
pages.
High school synchronized swim
teams are a rarity, and this group
has special significance as the oldest

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Andrea C. Turner

The 2020–21 Heights High School Swim Cadets (left to right, from front row): Lucia Mitchell,
Serenity Parker, Ruby Blackman; Sophia Marotta, Anna Turner, Lily Fawcett-Dubow, Harper
Walker, Rachel O’Keeffe; Sophia Forniti, Ella Herr, Polly Routh, Clara Lyford, Ruby Tugeau; Zoe
Burns, Clarissa Gorjanc, Estelle Covault, Arden Lindberg.

extracurricular club at Heights
High, with 82 years in existence.
Because of its strong tradition, and
emphasis on female empowerment,
the club remains popular with multigenerational alumnae.
The students are responsible
for all creative aspects of the show,
including choreography, music,
theater lighting, and costuming, as
well as for recruiting “guy cadets” to
perform during costume changes.

The club fundraises regularly in
order to present a high-level and
entertaining production, full of
athleticism, grace and teamwork.
The annual performance is the
result of five months of 12- to 15hour practices. Julianna Clark, an
alumna cadet (2011–15), is the swim
cadet advisor.
Sophia Forniti and Anna Turner,
both seniors, lead the club as copresidents. Both have attended district

schools since kindergarten. They met
and became friends in fourth grade.
“Being a swim cadet has been the
highlight of my time at Heights,” said
Forniti, who has been a cadet since
her freshmen year. “This club has
allowed me to grow and become the
best version of myself. I’m forever
grateful that I got to spend nearly
every day with this amazing group
of hardworking girls. I’m endlessly
proud of, and thankful for, each and
every member of the team.”
Anna Turner, also a member since
ninth grade, added, “This year was a
challenge, but the other officers and
I have done all we could to make this
year as fun and normal as possible! I
love this club with all my heart, and I
am so thankful to everyone who has
been a part of it. Coming to practice
each day with team members is the
best part of my week, and I will miss
it dearly.”
The other sw im cadets are
seniors Arden Lindberg (treasurer)
and Zoe Burns (secretary); juniors
Ella Herr (sergeant at arms), Lily
Fawcett-Dubow, Sophia Marotta,
Estelle Covault, and Serenity Parker;
sophomores Ruby Blackman, Rachel
O’Keeffe, and Clarissa Gorjanc; and
freshmen Polly Routh, Lucia Mitchell,
Clara Lyford, Harper Walker, and
Ruby Tugeau.
Andrea C. Turner is the owner of ACT One
Communications, LLC, and is the mother
of swim cadet Anna Turner.

You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
since 2001

We’re great at removing trees—and even
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful
Pruning
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization
Stump Grinding
Tree Removal
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379

24/7 Emergency Services
Free Estimates
Full Residential Services

RipleyTreeService.com
info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com
Heights Observer May 1, 2021
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Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Board of Education
Meeting highlights
MARCH 16, 2021 [work session]
Board members present were James Posch
(president), Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis, Jodi
Sourini and Beverly Wright. Superintendent
Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer Scott Gainer
were also present.

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties

Full five-day reopening
The board approved a five-day-a-week reopening plan to begin April 12. All students
in all grades can opt for a full-time return to
school, or continue fully remote options. Middle and high school students can also choose
to remain in hybrid mode.
The reasons cited for a return to the fulltime schedule were 1) the county board of
health’s recommendation that students be six
feet apart if possible, but allowing that three
feet is acceptable, and 2) the number of students at all levels receiving Ds or Fs on their
report cards.

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm
boltandspool.com

Are you thinking about
replacing your old windows?

Strategic planning
Staff members updated the board on the
district’s strategic plan and the goals associated with it. Development of the plan started in
2020. Three themes emerged: 1) measures that
matter, 2) equity, and 3) telling our own story.
Plan details can be found on BoardDocs.

Keeping your old
Are they drafty, windows
is sustainable,
painted shut,
energy efficient, cost
and/or otherwise effective, functional,
and maintains the
inoperable?
character of
Don’t replace them!
your
beautiful
Restore them!
historic home.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

Fiat Lux
Restoration
is here to help
with your old
windows!

We offer affordable
solutions for your old
window needs,including
weatherstripping,
mechanical tune-ups,
repairs, and full restoration.
E-mail us at
zach@fiatluxrestoration.com,
or call us at (440) 384-0100

MARCH 31, 2021 [special work session]
All board members, except Malia Lewis, were
present, as were the superintendent and treasurer.
Reopening in-person classes
Superintendent Kirby presented the reopening update for the fourth quarter and the fiveday-per-week option. Students can choose
between fully in-person, fully remote, and hybrid models. Those choosing the fully in-person
model are 73.2 percent of K–5 families, 53.4
percent of grades 6–8 families, and 35.6 percent of grades 9–12 families.
The district will receive rapid COVID testing kits which will be available to anyone who
wants one. The operations team has been
working with principals to ensure three feet
of separation for classrooms and six feet for
lunchrooms. Use of cleaning supplies comply
with board of health guidance for safe use in
classrooms. The wearing of masks continues to
be emphasized. Food service has resumed in
the schools, and pickup is provided for remote
and hybrid learners.
Jodi Sourini requested clarification regarding how students returning from hybrid and remote learning were to be acclimated to the new
procedures for in-person instruction.
Kirby affirmed that procedures would be
reviewed so students would be comfortable
with the transition.
James Posch asked about furniture needs
for spacing, and guidance for students hesitant
to return to full in-person learning. Kirby said
that counselors and social workers were reaching out to families.

ϯϰϱϭ&ĂŝƌŵŽƵŶƚůǀĚ͘ůĞǀĞůĂŶĚ,ĞŝŐŚƚƐ͕K,ϰϰϭϭϴϮϭϲͲϯϬϯͲϵϴϲϮ

ǁǁǁ͘ĞĂƐƚǁŽŽĚĨƵƌŶŝƚƵƌĞ͘ĐŽŵĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬĂƐƚǁŽŽĚ&ƵƌŶŝƚƵƌĞ


It’s Your Home.


ĞƐŝŐŶ/ƚ͘

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

APRIL 6, 2021
All board members were present, as were the
superintendent and treasurer.
Board approvals
The board approved the collective bargaining
agreement with the school monitors bargaining unit, as well as Policies 2266 and Policies
Group A.
Summer instruction update
Assistant Superintendent Felicia Gould and other administrative staff reported on the district’s
summer academic programs and camps, and
community partner summer programs.
Financial reports
Scott Gainer presented the February financial
report in a new, more detailed format. Board
members reacted positively to the new format,
[and approved the report]. The board rescheduled discussion of state auditor performance
audits for the April 20 meeting.
Cathan Cavanaugh, supervisor of communications, presented the annual Heights
Schools Foundation report. Juliana Johnson
Senturia, executive director of the foundation,
was available to respond to questions about
the foundation’s scholarship funding and Cleveland Foundation’s fund management services.
The board expressed appreciation for the
growth in finances and services of the schools
foundation under Senturia’s leadership.
Alternative collective bargaining models
The board discussed exploring alternative collective bargaining models with the federal mediation board and school district bargaining units in
hopes of developing a more collaborative and
less adversarial collective bargaining process.
Lay finance committee
The board discussed increasing the number of
community members on the Lay Finance Committee, and agreed to discuss this at the April
12 joint boards meeting.
EdChoice concerns
Dan Heintz pointed out that 90 percent of
EdChoice vouchers are funded by 22 of the
more than 600 Ohio school districts. All 22
are high-poverty school districts, and 19 are
high-minority districts, demonstrating that the
system is designed not to improve public school
performance through competition, but rather to
transfer money from low-income and minority
school districts to private schools.
Superintendent Kirby commented on state
testing requirements and concerns with language in SB 89, which specifies that, despite
pandemic disruptions, testing this spring will be
used in identifying EdChoice voucher schools.

LWV Observer: Kathy Petrey.
Documents for all board meetings can be accessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Go to “BoardDocs”; then go to “MEETINGS”; click on “Agenda.”
Board meetings are livestreamed and can be
accessed at www.youtube.com/CHUHSchools.

MAC’S

tĞĂůƐŽďƵŝůĚĐƵƐƚŽŵǁĂůůƵŶŝƚƐΘŬŝƚĐŚĞŶĐĂďŝŶĞƚƐ͘

BACKS
BOOKSTORE
MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS! 

tĞĂůƐŽďƵŝůĚĐƵƐƚŽŵǁĂůůƵŶŝƚƐΘŬŝƚĐŚĞŶĐĂďŝŶĞƚƐ
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Trying Times

by Terry Gilbert w/
Carlo Wolff
Virtual event with
CH-UH Public Library
7 pm May 13

DĂǇϴͲϭϱ

Find it at
bit.ly/dewdiligence
TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS
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COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Heights Libraries offers free take-home COVID tests

This free test kit is available courtesy of Heights Libraries.

accessible in every Ohio county, and
Ohio’s public libraries, including
Heights Libraries, will play a critical
role.
According to the Ohio Library
Council, “Testing alone is not going
to end the pandemic, but public
libraries can help make the kits easily
accessible to their communities, and
fight COVID-19.”
To use the kit, a library customer
must have access to the following:

Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries is providing free,
at-home, COVID-19 rapid testing
kits to any adult in the community
who needs one.
The kits, the Abbott BinaxNOW
Rapid COVID -19 A ntigen AtHome Test, were provided by the
Ohio Department of Health. Gov.
Mike DeWine’s goal is to make
these rapid-testing kits available and

• Lee Road Branch: 216-932-3600
• Noble Branch: 216-291-5665
•U
 niversity Heights Branch:
216-321-4700
Customers can request more than
one test, and return for additional
tests. They do not need to prove they
need the tests.
L ibra r y sta f f ca n not of fer
guidance or assistance with test
taking, and customers may not take
the test in library buildings; they
must do so off-site.

• A Windows or Mac/Apple laptop
w ith a webca m, or a desktop
computer w ith a n adjustable/
moveable webcam, a microphone,
and a speaker
• A n Apple phone/tablet, or an
Android phone/tablet
• An e-mail address
• An Internet connection
During library business hours,
customers may request a test at a
designated desk inside a library
building (this will vary by branch), or
over the phone for curbside pickup.
For more information, and to request
a test, contact Heights Libraries
branches at:
• Coventry Branch: 216-321-3400

Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library
System.

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Library launches new
tablet-lending program

Android tablets are available from the Lee
Road branch of Heights Libraries.

Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries began an Android
tablet-loaning pilot project in April
at its Lee Road branch. If the
program proves popular, it will be
expanded to the library system’s
Coventry, Noble, and University
Heights branches.
The new lending program is a
free service that allows cardholders
to check out an Android tablet
device for up to seven days.
It is one of t he way s t h at
Heig hts Libra r ies is tr y i ng to
bridge the “digital divide,” the gap
between necessary technology and
those who have trouble accessing it.
“While people can use public
computers at the librar y again,
they still have to keep their masks
on, which makes things like virtual
m e e t i n g s a n d j o b i nte r v i e w s
difficult,” said Heights Libraries
D i r e c tor Na n c y L e v i n . “A nd
our public computers have time
limits, which makes it difficult for
users who need extended time for
Heights Observer May 1, 2021

projects or online events. Tablets
are a simple solution, since they are
lightweight and very easy to use.
It’s basically a small laptop that you
can take home with you.”
The tablets enable users to
browse the Internet, meet with
others online, work, or look for
work via installed apps. Heights
Libraries’ tablets are 4G connected,
so can be used in any area covered
by the Verizon 4G LTE network.
They also come with a Bluetoothconnected keyboard, in case users
need to do extensive typing.
Tablet borrowers must be 18
or older, with a librar y card in
good standing. They are limited
to checking out one device at a
time. The first time one borrows a
tablet, the customer will receive a
document detailing the parameters
of the bor row ing prog ra m.
Borrowers are responsible for costs
associated with the loss or damage
of the tablets and their accessories.
Overdue fees will not be charged,
but the tablet will be disabled if it
is not returned on the due date.
A hold can be placed on a tablet
by calling the Lee Road branch at
216-932-3600, or speaking with
sta ff at a ny Heig hts Libra r ies
location. Customers are notified
when their tablet hold is available.
Once notified, customers have two
days (48 hours) to check out the
tablet before the hold is cancelled.
Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland HeightsUniversity Heights Public Library
System.
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Need affordable Medicare
that’s in step with your life?
Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent
This is an advertisement.

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan
that’s right for YOU
and YOUR BUDGET.

Not all agents are licensed
to sell all products. Service
and product availability

Call today for personalized service!

varies by state.

(216) 375-5902

46275-HM-0920

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent
This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and
product availability varies by state.

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and
business insurance needs
An independent agent

Dedicated to your unique needs
3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-965-0646

Call Jared Lavender

www.KellerNational.com
www.heightsobserver.org
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Cleveland Heights – University
Heights Public Library Board
Meeting highlights
MARCH 15, 2021
Board members present were President Dana
Fluellen, Vice President Gabe Crenshaw, Patti
Carlyle, Max Gerboc, Annette Iwamoto, Tyler
McTeague and Vikas Turakhia.
Financial and investment report
The board reviewed and accepted the February 2021 financial statement. Total cash balance across the operating accounts, Bauer
Fund accounts, and investment accounts was
$20,893,137.16.

2020 year in review

average
days from
list to close
list to
sale price

99%

“

29

72

homes
sold

Eileen McKeon

37 sellers
35 buyers

Contract amendments
The board amended the contract with JMC Consulting, for the HVAC project at the Coventry Village Library and assistance with community engagement
for the PEACE Park playground changes, increasing the amount to a total of $36,000 for the period
of January 2021 to December 2021.
The board amended the contract with
MacMillan & Company, increasing the contract
amount by $18,750 to include program, design,
and participation in the request for proposal for
the renovation of the Coventry branch basement,

216.233.6726
EileenMcKeon@HowardHanna.com
Cleveland Heights Office
TheMcKeonGroup.com

list to
buy price

97%

Calm.
Trustworthy.
Strategic.

“

$18

total
sales
volume million

Safe. Happy. Not lonely anymore. That’s
how Lillian Gattozzi describes her new life.

“I’m so much happier since I moved here.
I can’t imagine a better place.”
A former nurse that radiates kindness,
Lillian grew up in Bainbridge and made

as well as criteria engineering and design of the
HVAC system.
Technology expenditure
The board approved computer purchases for
the public and for staff not to exceed $58,737.
Service updates
The library has gradually reopened with limited services, and is currently preparing for
the restoration of regular service hours and
expanded services by backfilling jobs that
were frozen due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thirteen vacancies are currently being filled
to meet expanded hours. Computer times
have been expanded to one hour. Curbside
delivery will be available until 7 p.m., now
that daylight saving time is in effect.
COVID test kits
The library has received a large shipment of
COVID test kits from the state of Ohio and will
be distributing them to the public. Distribution
is currently limited to two per person. The test
kits will be available via curbside delivery.
Public service report
Local History Librarian Jessica Robinson
hosted a Zoom event, Resisting Segregation:
Cleveland Heights Residents Shape Their Community, 1964-1976, with author Susan Kaeser,
a Cleveland Heights resident.
A three-session, virtual program on diversity through the arts was held in partnership
with the Diversity Center of Cleveland.
Youth Services Associate Catherine Bransky hosted a pop-up program on snow painting at Walter Stinson Community Park. The 15
attendees made artwork in the snow using colored water and squirt bottles.
Purchase approval
The board approved the purchase of Noble
Presbyterian Church, at 2780 Kirkwood Road,
for $315,000. The property is contiguous to
the Noble Branch on Noble Road, which the
library is looking to expand.

the move to South Franklin Circle in 2019.
Relishing the bustling activities in her new
community, Lillian quickly joined in for
social gatherings, exercise programs,
and card groups with fellow residents.

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.

“We go for walks, we talk, and I’m able to

Library board meetings are recorded and
available on YouTube on the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library
Channel.

meet lovely people. The warm, caring staff
is just icing on the cake. I can’t begin to say
how comforting that is,” says Lillian.

Read the full story at
judsonsmartliving.org/blog

216-371-5944
• Slate

and tile repairs & replacement
& Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists
• Tear-offs

MASTERCARD/VISA

Lillian Gattozzi

Bringing Community to Life
Judson Park Cleveland Heights | Judson Manor University Circle | South Franklin Circle Chagrin Falls

judsonsmartliving.org | 216.350.0326

www.ustonroof.com
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HEIGHTS ARTS

The shoppe on the corner
SONGS AND
STORIES

Heights Observer May 1, 2021

An ad in the East Cleveland Leader from Dec.
15, 1955.

got to hang out in the store. In fact, he
and the store both came along around
the same time. He was 11 when his
parents let him start ringing up some
customers. I was probably one of those
he waited on.
“My parents claimed it was the
first ‘full-time’ toy store in Cleveland,”
Art said. “Full-time meaning it wasn’t
seasonal like the department stores,
and that it only sold children’s toys.”
Art wasn’t allowed to play with the
merchandise—though “somehow,”
he said, “I did get my favorite toys
at Christmas, for a kid of the ’50s—a
Davy Crockett cap and rifle, Lincoln
Logs, a Mickey Mouse hat, toy soldiers,
Dinky toy army vehicles, a Hula Hoop,
and my red Columbia, that I still had
until my late 20s.”
Art was amused when I mentioned
the little practical jokes I bought so
many of, because, he said, that was his
father’s favorite little area of the business, and his responsibility.
The Snedekers sold the business
in 1960, and it stayed open, under their
name, until the building was razed to
build a car dealership. His parents, who
had first met working for Best & Co., a
clothing store in the Cedar-Fairmount
district, went into the restaurant business, together, until retiring in the early
’80s.
Art went to college with the plan
of majoring in pre-med. But during his
first year at college, he said, he “started
to ask some life questions of my friends
and of the Newman Center chaplain.
By my sophomore year I entered the
seminary here in Cleveland, quite to
the surprise of my family and many of
my friends. I was ordained in 1974 and
I served as everything from assistant
pastor, pastor, and campus minister, to
hospital chaplain and hospice chaplain.
I began a medical retirement in 2011,
and, although retired, I live at a local
parish and help with Sunday and weekday Masses.”
He has spent a lot of his life bringing comfort to people—in both parts
of his life.
David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a professional
musician and comedian. His writing focuses
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

Reprinted from Funny Times. Cartoon by Hajo deReijger, Cagletoons.com

My birthday is in May, and I’m thinking of one birthday in particular—my
fourth. On that day, my uncle happened to be visiting his mother, my
great aunt, who lived downstairs from
my family, in the duplex she owned
on Belmar. I was playing in the front
yard when my uncle found out it was
my birthday and said to me, “Let’s
take a ride.” I climbed into his big
black Cadillac and we drove about
four blocks east to Snedeker’s Toy
Shoppe, on the southwest corner of
Mayfield and Superior roads.
Snedeker’s was not a huge place,
but it had every kind of kids toy,
game and trick you could want. My
uncle, Danny Budin, who owned the
then-famous Budin’s Delicatessen,
was known for his generosity. Uncle
Danny told me to pick out anything
I wanted, for my birthday. I looked
around and picked a teddy bear.
He said, “Is that all you want? Get
something else.” So, I got something
else. He said, “Do you want anything
else? How about that?” pointing at
another toy. I said, “Okay.” Then
he said, “How about one of those?”
I said, “Okay.” That went on until I
had picked 10 or 12 toys, with Uncle
Danny laughing the whole time.
Uncle Danny paid for the toys, Mrs.
Snedeker stuffed them all into bags,
and we went back home. It’s a great
memory. And I can still picture that
whole store from that day, as long ago
as it was.
I went to Snedeker’s often. My
mother used to walk there with me in
my stroller. Then I would stop in on
my way home from Roosevelt Junior
High, and as a teenager, in the summers, on my way to Cumberland Park
to play baseball. I would buy every new
25-cent practical joke they would get
in: the hand buzzer; the pack of chewing gum that turned into, essentially,
a mouse trap when someone tried to
pull out a stick of gum; a real fly inside
a plastic “ice cube”; a fake tooth at the
end of a toothpick; imitation cigarettes
that appeared to glow when you puffed
on them; a telescope that put a black
ring around the user’s eye; real chewing gum that tasted like garlic . . .
The store had disappeared by the
time I started high school. A couple
of years ago, I was looking around on
a Cleveland Heights Facebook group.
The subject of Snedeker’s came up
and everyone who remembered it had
fond memories of the place. Then, a
someone named Art Snedeker appeared in the group.
I immediately asked Art the
obvious question, and the answer
was yes, the toy store was owned and
operated by his parents, Arthur and
Theresa Snedeker. Connecting with
Art was like opening a little door to
my past. He’s around my age and he

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

David Budin

She’s your superhero, and ours.
Make her laugh with a subscription to Funny Times.
$28 for 12 monthly issues.

CALL 216.371.8600 x HOT OR GO TO FUNNYTIMES.COM

www.heightsobserver.org

HEIGHTS ARTS

We Don’t Understand by Joseph Travarca.

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Student interns curate ‘Innate Environments’

Work by Heights Arts intern Zelda Thayer-Hansen.

Vision Board Self Portraits by Rose Goodluck.

Finally... it’s
patio season!

T H E

Reach Heights Arts marketing intern
Megan Gallagher at marketing@
heightsarts.org.

# " , & 3 :  t  $ " ' &

2267 Lee Rd • Cleve, OH 44118

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST
Since 1982

Honesty, Value and
Communication

Visit our website
to schedule your
service online

VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE
1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolutions.com
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Goddess of Peace by Rick Rollenhagen.

UH Symphonic Band resumes
practices and performances

The University Heights Symphonic Band rehearsing outdoors, in a socially distanced small group,
in September 2020.

Matthew Salvaggio

Enjoy carryout, curbside delivery and dining
on our patio. Go to stone-oven.com to order
online or phone in your order at 216.932.3003

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights Arts is known for celebrating
art in many forms at its longstanding
Cleveland Heights gallery. That
especially includes up-and-coming
artists. This spring, Heights Arts
presents Innate Environments, and a
Spotlight showcase, both celebrating
new ta lent. T he conc u r rent
exhibitions run Friday, May 21,
through Sunday, June 13, at Heights
Arts gallery, 2175 Lee Road.
Heights A rts interns Zelda
Thayer-Hansen and Eryn Lawsonn
curated Innate Environments. They
created a show that acknowledges
n at u re i n its u nsig ht ly tr ut hs
a nd in herent beaut y, a l l wh i le
evaluating humanity’s existence
within the natural world, through
photography, graphic design, and

School.
In n ate E nvi ro n me nt s open s
following the close of the 2021 Group
Show, on Sunday, May 16. The public
is encouraged to visit in person for
safe, socially distanced viewing.
V i s i t w w w. heig ht sa r t s. o rg /
events for information on Innate
Environments’ opening night.

MARK SOUTHER

Megan Gallagher

mixed media. The two interns share
the Spotlight showcase adjacent to
the exhibition.
“This internship at Heights Arts
has opened my eyes to the hidden
world of gallery curation,” said ThayerHansen. “I’ve gotten to meet such
amazing local artists and creatives
through this opportunity. And, most
of all, getting the opportunity to
show the work of my peers shows how
lucky we are to have such an amazing
community and such devoted art
teachers supporting us.”
The internship progra m at
Heights Arts looks to connect
t he s e a s oned , k now led g e a ble
artists who have long been part of
other Heights Arts programs—
includ ing ex h ibitions, musica l
events, a nd t he Heig hts A r ts
store—with new, young artists from
Cleveland Heights High

Last year, the University Heights
Sy mphon ic Ba nd adapted to
a n u nprecedented s u m mer to
share its love of music with the
community. Outdoor rehearsals,
social distancing, and all the other
precautions put in place due to the
pandemic proved well worth it, as
the band capped the summer with
several recording sessions at Walter
Stinson Park.
Now, with declining COVID
cases, a vaccine rollout, and summer
again in our sights, the full band
will be back together for the first
time since March 8, 2020.
Starting May 6, band members
w i l l rehea r se at Joh n C a r rol l
University every Thursday, from
7 to 8:30 p.m. Fol low ing CDC
guidelines, the band will rehearse
outside, be socially distanced, and
musicians will play wearing special
m a s k s t h at m i n i m i z e a eros ol
spread.
18

Though the band performs
year-round, summer is typically its
busiest time of year. Band members
spend ever y Thursday evening
in June and July performing at
various venues throughout Greater
Cleveland. Currently, the band has
four performances on the books for
this summer, with several others
in the works. This year’s summer
season will kick off with a patriotic
concert for the city of University
Heights at John Carroll University
on Thursday, July 1.
Not bei ng able to ma ke
music has been difficult for many
throughout the pandemic, and the
band has actually seen an increase
in applications. For a complete list
of performances, or for information
about joining the band, visit www.
universityheightsband.org.
Matthew Salvaggio currently serves as
music director of the Euclid Symphony
Orchestra and the University Heights
Symphonic Band.
www.heightsobserver.org

CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month
CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

Always Buying Paying Cash

For all your electrical needs

www.heightsobserver.org

R ESIDENTIAL / C OMMERCIAL

Call 216.320.1423
to find out how you can

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve
License #48370

advertise your business for
$29/month

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com










MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
Gold / Sterling Silver  Clocks
 Swords
Jewelry
 Lamps
Glassware
 Violins
Paintings
 Porcelain
Pottery
 Ivory Carvings
Military Items
 Oriental Rugs
Bronze Figures
Men’s Wristwatches  Marble Figures
7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m.

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS

“Reliable electrical service and repair”

Buying anything unusual

Alan I. Silver
Attorney at Law

Heights Hardware
SINCE 1911

Chapter 7 & Chapter 13

Affordable security and IP camera
systems for your home or business
 24-hour Monitoring
 Fully Insured
 Free Estimates
 Locally Owned
 No Contracts

Tax problems

1792 Coventry Road

MJM Window
Restoration
Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass







Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Plaster repairs
Housing code violations




*** 10% off interior projects

We’ll make them work like new!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain
an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

✴ 30 years in the Heights ✴

$29/month

SAME DAY

(216) 486-5551
We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs
Member:
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA

Great Selection of Used Books,
DVDs, & CDs For Sale
Every Day!
www.friendsheightslibraries.org

TEACHER/TUTOR
*VIVIAN VAIL *

440-571-4969

Fully Insured

No need to wait a month for more community news.

get the

Heights Observer
e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
sign up for free at
bit.ly/Ho-enews

Certiﬁed, with Reading Endorsement

Build conﬁdence, enjoy learning

Pre-K - 5th Grade

216 224-8789 vivianvail001@gmail.com

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with
a single click at any time)
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2nd Floor
of the
Lee Road Branch
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advertise your business for

Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal
Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment

HARVEY &
FRIENDS
Bookshop

Reading is a Pleasure

to find out how you can

Mobile Battery Replacement

Complete Tree Service
Year-round

Free Estimates

Your home or library

Call 216.320.1423

(216) 308-1086

Ardmore Tree Service

All proceeds
support the library

www.heightsobserver.org

Gutter Cleaning
Power Washing
Downspout Snaking

CALL TODAY !!

llebles1@hotmail.com

Shop
Local

(440) 461-0277

FREE ESTIMATES

216216-387387-0525

mjmwindowrestoration.com

www.heightshardware.com

Reasonable Rates

December through March!

(216) 321-7729

F REE CONSULTATION
REASONABLE T ERMS

Amen!

Eve’s Painting &
Home Repair


216-321-4701

ig n-u p
s
e
re

sca n For

Sticky windows
Broken ropes

Member of United States Tax
Court

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

Call today: 440-289-0905

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!

Bankruptcy

www.heightsobserver.org

TO OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS & FRIENDS:

THANK YOU!

Everyone at Tommy’s would like to send a heartfelt thank you to the Heights
Observer and all of our committed and loyal customers who voted for us for
Best of The Heights Finalist 2021.
2020 was a tough year that offered us many obstacles, but the flexibility and
support of our customers and community helped us to overcome these
hurdles and create a whole new Tommy’s that we would have never known
existed.
Your votes for “Best Curbside Pickup,” “Best Community-Conscious
Business,” “Best Employee Pandemic Support” and “Best Socially Distanced
Dining” are valued more than words can describe. When we decided to reopen in May, these were our priorities. We wanted to keep our employees
and customers safe while providing the same quality food and service as
before the pandemic.
We are grateful to all of you for being a part of this process. We are also
thankful for the other awards we received; they are the icing on the cake!!
Always remember that Tommy’s is here for you, but most importantly,
Tommy’s is here BECAUSE of you!!
Love,
Tommy

tommyscoventry.com
216.321.7757
Heights Observer May 1, 2021
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